
CURRENT

Volume 18, Number 4 Friday, December 20, 2024

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Haston library events

p3

WEST BROOKFIELD
Body camera grant

p2

EAST BROOKFIELD
Kitting group and book 

club p2

The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge – Brookfield – West Brookfield – East Brookfield – North Brookfield & New Braintree

Editorial/Opinion  4
Sports  9
Legal Notices 13

Classifieds 14
Police Logs  15

Connect with 
us online

Quaboag Current
Newspaper

860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

Merry Christmas & 
Happy Holidays from 

all of us at Farmer Matt’s

Wishing you and your loved ones a season 
full of joy, warmth, and delicious meals.

Make the most of this holiday season by 
signing up for our weekly email to receive 
exclusive email-only offers and updates.

FREE PACKAGE OF FARMER MATT’S GROUND BEEF 
when you sign up by the end of the year.

Visit FarmerMatt.com to join today.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – This 
past Sunday, the town’s oldest 
resident and Boston Post Cane 
holder Stephanie Benoit cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday at 
home, surrounded by family 
and friends.

Born on Dec. 15, 1924, in 
Florence, New Jersey, Beno-
it served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during World War II, 
from the age of 20 until the war 
ended. 

During her time in the mil-
itary, Benoit wrote letters to 
many young men serving over-
seas, including Norman Beno-
it, who went on to become her 
husband on April 12, 1947.

The couple started their lives 
in New Braintree moving from 
the Benoit Farm to the Gleason 
House, then to Daley’s Black-
smith Shop then to the “Old 
Cold House” before building 
their forever home on Hard-
wick Road, where Benoit still 
lives today. 

The couple had 10 children, 
Christine, Norman Jr., Chris-

topher, David, Paul, Justin, 
Gregory, Timothy, Jason and 
Christian. 

Benoit’s four surviving chil-
dren, Paul Benoit of Hardwick, 
Jason Benoit of New Braintree, 
Justin and Gregory all celebrat-
ed their mother’s centennial 
birthday along with extended 
family members, who took time 
to reflect on some of her many 
remarkable achievements.

In 1970, Benoit was the first 
woman to serve on the Board 
of Selectmen in town, and the 
second to hold that position in 
the commonwealth. A proud 

Republican, Benoit was eager 
to see who won the Presidential 
Election this year. 

“She was heavily involved in 
local politics,” Paul said.

This included successfully 
fighting against the placement 
of a prison in town, on prop-
erty that is now the State Po-
lice Academy. She also rallied 
against illegal dumping and 
groundwater pollution.

Last year, she received an 
award from the town’s Board 
of Selectmen, recognizing her Stephanie Benoit of New Braintree cele-

brated her 100th birthday with family and 
friends on Dec. 15. SUBMITTED PHOTO

New Braintree resident celebrated 100th birthday

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
At a special town meeting held 
on Dec. 4, voters approved the 
transfer of $50,000 from Stabi-
lization to Capital Stabilization 
to help cover the cost of capital 
projects.

Capital Improvement Plan-
ning Chair Jamie Gilman said 

the town has restarted the Cap-
ital Improvement Plan and 
there is currently $104,000 in 
the Capital Stabilization fund. 
The Capital Improvement 
Plan will identify capital needs 
across various departments in 
the town in the coming years.

“When there is a need for a 
capital replacement, that’s all 
there is,” he said of the current 
balance. 

Voters approve 
transfers at STM

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – At its 
final meeting of the year last 
month, the Sturbridge Histor-
ical Society presented a pro-
gram about the John Hinds 
pottery kiln site, led by Doug 
Lyon and Mike Forand.

Lyon said Hinds was a pre-
viously unknown potter in the 
town of Holland, whose kiln 
site was discovered in the 1980s 
by himself and Forand.

“We came across his site 
looking for bottles in the 
woods,” he said. 

While searching through 
a cellar hole, they discovered 
pottery, including flat pieces of 
fired clay which he said were a 
bit of a mystery. Lyon brought 
these pieces to his friend, a cu-
rator at Old Sturbridge Village, 
who had them identified by the 
late John Worrell, the archeolo-
gist at the museum.

Worrell had identified the 

History of Holland’s 18th 
century pottery kiln explored

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Over 50 vendors flooded the 
West Brookfield Elementary 
School cafeteria, gymnasium 
and hallways last weekend. 

It was all part of the White 
Christmas in Town. West 
Brookfield Town Clerk Heath-
er Gough was excited to see a 
busy craft fair in the school and 
a lot of participation through-
out West Brookfield. 

Gough recalls last year’s 
White Christmas in West 
Brookfield encountering rain. 
This year, the annual White 
Christmas event was blessed 
with sunshine. 

“We’re here this year with the 
sun and no rain,” Gough com-
mented. “Its all part of White 
Christmas in West Brookfield.”

Gough is part of the White 
Christmas Committee along 
with Amanda Wodyga, Presi-
dent and Chair, and Treasurer 
Melannie Waugh. The town 
has now reached its 32nd annu-
al White Christmas celebration 
and the town had a lot to offer.

When it comes to holi-
day shopping, the elementary 

school had many crafts avail-
able. One of the cool vendors 
had sculptures of many super-
heroes. Many of them glow 
in the dark. Residents could 
buy sculptures of Spiderman, 
Hulk, Wolverine, Deadpool, 
Batman and Minions. 

For a new set of mittens, one 
vendor had plenty of color-
ful mittens and gloves for sale. 
These were made from upcy-
cled sweaters. 

Members of the North 
Brookfield Girl Scout Troop 

Elementary school held craft fair 
during White Christmas

Christmas characters in decorative jars really stood out during the White Christmas 
craft fair. TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See BIRTHDAY   I   PAGE 12
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BOSTON – State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg, Chair of the Massachusetts 
Clean Water Trust (Trust) Board of Trust-
ees, announced on Dec. 4, that $69.2 million 
in grants were awarded for 52 projects in 42 
communities across Massachusetts. 

The grant funds will help cities, towns, 
counties, and water utilities pay for the 
$481.8 million in total project cost for im-
provements to drinking water and wastewa-
ter infrastructure.

Local towns receiving grant funds include 
East Brookfield for the West Street Iron and 
Manganese Water Treatment Plant in the 
amount of $9,501,538 (total loan forgiveness 
is $1,919,321). The project is to provide treat-
ment to the sole well field in town to remove 
iron and manganese that is required under 
an administrative consent order.

The funding for these grants is available 
from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, also known as the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law, which provided additional federal 
funding to the Trust with a requirement that 
part of the funding be provided as grants.

“These grants will support vital water 
projects throughout our state,” said Gold-
berg. “By using federal funding, we can re-
duce costs for our local communities and cre-
ate positive impacts statewide, particularly in 
communities that need improvements most.”

“Clean water and reliable water infrastruc-
ture are vital to the health and resilience of 
Massachusetts communities,” said Governor 
Maura Healey. “These grants demonstrate 
our administration’s commitment to winning 
every federal dollar available for Massachu-
setts, and the projects they fund will ensure 
the access to clean water that our residents 
deserve. Thank you to Treasurer Goldberg 
and the Board of Trustees for their leader-

ship in the process of securing these funds.”
“These grants represent a meaningful step 

toward addressing the pressing water infra-
structure needs of 42 communities across 
Massachusetts,” said MassDEP Commis-
sioner Bonnie Heiple. “By reducing the fi-
nancial burden, especially for towns facing 
environmental and economic challenges, we 
are ensuring that critical projects move for-
ward without compromising local budgets. 
This initiative underscores our commitment 
to clean, safe water for every resident, while 
building a more resilient and equitable fu-
ture.”

The grants will be provided as loan for-
giveness and are part of a larger low or 
no-interest loan. The grants were awarded 
by project category and provide much need-
ed financial assistance towards high-priority 
projects. 

Additionally, communities that qualify as 
“Disadvantaged Communities”, determined 
by an affordability metric that ranks each 
community in the Commonwealth, have re-
ceived additional loan forgiveness funds to 
ensure that funding is given to the communi-
ties that need it most. The Trust understands 
that certain communities face exceptional en-
vironmental and financial challenges. 

By utilizing loan forgiveness, this can min-
imize the fiscal impact of these vital water in-
frastructure projects.

“These grants reflect the shared commit-
ment between our administration and Mas-
sachusetts municipalities to secure federal 
resources that enable tangible benefits for 
residents,” said Administration and Finance 
Secretary Matthew J. Gorzkowicz. “I look 
forward to seeing these funds deployed in 
cities and towns across Massachusetts, where 
they will improve safety and quality of life.”

The Trust, in collaboration with Mass-
DEP, helps communities build or replace wa-
ter infrastructure that enhances ground and 
surface water resources, ensures the safety of 
drinking water, protects public health, and 
develops resilient communities. It accom-
plishes these objectives by providing low-in-
terest loans and grants to cities, towns, and 
water utilities through the Massachusetts 
State Revolving Funds. 

The SRF programs are partnerships be-
tween the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. SRFs function like an envi-
ronmental infrastructure bank by financing 
water infrastructure projects in cities and 
towns across the Commonwealth.

For more information
For more information on our differ-

ent loan programs, please visit the SRF 
Programs page at https://www.mass.gov/
srf-programs and for more information on 
the Loan Forgiveness Program, please visit 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/the-disad-
vantaged-community-loan-forgiveness-pro-
gram. To learn about past meetings or find 
project descriptions, please visit: https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/board-of-trust-
ees-meeting-information. 

For information on how to apply for an 
SRF loan, please visit MassDEP’s website 
at https://www.mass.gov/lists/state-revolv-
ing-fund-applications-forms  

About the Clean Water Trust
Since its establishment in 1989, the Trust 

has loaned nearly $9.1 billion to improve 
and maintain the quality of water in the 
Commonwealth. An estimated 97% of Mas-
sachusetts’ residents have benefited from the 
financial assistance of the Trust.

Over $69 million in grants awarded for municipal water projects

BOSTON – State Sen. Peter Durant, 
R-Spencer, State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume, 
R-Spencer and West Brookfield Police Chief 
Nathan Hagglund announced this week that 
the West Brookfield Police Department has 
received a $12,321 grant from the state-fund-
ed Law Enforcement Body-Worn Camera 
Program.

The grant was awarded by the state-fund-
ed Law Enforcement Body-Worn Camera 
Program, in the second round of awards 
for Fiscal Year 2025. The grant will be used 
for several items including new “redaction 
software” which will help the department 
streamline the process of fulfilling public re-
cords requests, Hagglund explained.

Durant said the body worn camera grants 
are a “win-win” for police departments and 

the public.
“Having a video record of every police 

encounter protects both the officers and 
the people they interact with,” Durant said. 
“The cameras are an added layer of protec-
tion against false allegations from either side 
and can also deescalate situations by their 
mere presence.”

Berthiaume said that upgrading the tech-
nology is necessary and recalled that West 
Brookfield Police have been using the camer-
as for many years.

“West Brookfield Police were in on the 
ground floor when it comes to body cameras,” 
Berthiaume said. “In smaller departments 
these cameras are even more important be-
cause officers are sometimes working alone. 
They are also useful for training purposes so 

that real-life situations can be reviewed.”
Hagglund said the funding will also allow 

for the purchase of new hardware to attach 
the cameras to an officer’s gear, 16 new bat-
teries so that every camera will have a back-
up power supply and charging units for each 
police cruiser.

“As the batteries age we find they do not 
last as long,” Hagglund said. “Often officers 
working longer shifts will have to power off  
their camera to preserve the battery. That is 
problematic because the cameras take a mo-
ment to turn on, causing a delay in filming.”

Hagglund said the footage from body 
worn cameras is used as evidence in judicial 
proceedings, for training and on social media 
channels to inform the public.

West Brookfield awarded $12,321 for body worn camera upgrades

EAST BROOK-
FIELD – The East 
Brookfield Library’s 
Knitting Group and the 
Book Club are each look-
ing for new members. 

The Knitting Group 
meets at the library, 122 
Connie Mack Drive, on 
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. 
All skill levels are wel-
come. Bring a current 
project or check out our 
many pattern books for 
inspiration.

The library’s Book 
Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of every month 
at 11 a.m. Stop by the 
library and pick up the 
book in advance. Patrons 
are welcome to pick up 
the book even if  they are 
not attending the discus-
sion.

Library hosts 
knitting group 
and book club
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

$289

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM
BONELESS WHOLE...........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FRESH
HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORK LOIN
WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES ........

$399
lb

$449
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC . $139

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ...................... $279

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
SKINLESS SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ....................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE for 
STANDING ROAST

$988
lb

WHOLE or 
HALF

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

SALE 
DATES:  

12/19/24-
12/24/24
OPEN: 
12/22 

SUNDAY 
8AM-1PM

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$1089
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

$599
lb

LEG 
LAMB

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

$599

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .............
CAPONS ...........................

USDA INSP. FRESH CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

$169
lb

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN BREADED
MOZZARELLA STICKS
BREADED 2LB BAG ............. $699

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLETS ..........

lb

ea

lb

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1999

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...... ea

$149USDA INSP. FROZEN COOK’S

HAM PORTIONS BUTT & SHANK lb

$199USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

DINNER HAM AVERAGE 5 LB lb

CUT 
FREE

CUT 
FREE

$1499
lb

FROZEN IMPORTED

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

 LEG 
RACKS

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SOUTHERN

PECAN PIE 23 OZ ............... $499
ea

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

NORTH BROOKFIELD– The Haston Free Pub-
lic Library will be closed Tuesday, Dec. 24 and Friday, 
Dec. 25 in observance of Christmas and Tuesday, Dec. 
31 and Wednesday, Jan. 1 in observance of the New 
Year.

The Friends of the library are conducting their an-
nual fundraising appeal. The Friends of the Haston 
Library are conducting the annual fall fundraising ap-
peal as we continue to support the library and its many 
programs and activities.

The Friends help fund the library’s annual budget 
for books and materials as well as the library pass pro-
gram which offers patrons free or reduced admission 
to sites such as the Worcester Art Museum, Ecotarium 
and Tower Hill Botanic Garden. The Friends of the 
Haston Free Public Library, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) charita-
ble organization; donations to the Friends are tax-de-
ductible to the full extent of the law. People may visit 
the library’s website atwww.northbrookfieldlibrary.
org or call the library at 508-867-0208. 

The Book Group will meet Tuesday, Jan. 28 at 7 
p.m. at the library. The book is “Indian Horse” by 
Richard Wagames.

Haston Free Public 
Library lists events WARREN – Welcome the New Year and experi-

ence an inner depth filled with peace and joy with Yoga 
& Medication: For Vibrant Health & Peace of Mine 
on Thursday, Jan. 9 from 6:30-8 p.m. at the Centered 
Place, 286 Bridge St. and via Zoom. 

Yoga and meditation are clinically tested for reduc-
ing stress and improving health. Enjoy a slower-paced 
yoga practice with simple poses that are easy and work 
like magic. Relieve back, neck and shoulder tension. 

Improve mobility, vitality and stamina. Learn how 
to relax-stay calm and breathe easy even amidst the 
challenges that come with the holidays and the times 
we live in. 

The event is free and for all ages, 14 and up. No 
previous yoga experience necessary. Attend in person 
or online. 

Registration is required by calling 413-436-7690 or 
emailing warrenpubliclibrary@hotmail.com register. 
Zoom link will be provided upon request when reg-
istering.  If  attending via Zoom, have a chair handy 
(folding chair is best).

This workshop will be presented by Phil Milgrom 
of the Centered Place in Warren, and is sponsored by 
the Warren Public Library with a grant from the War-
ren Cultural Council, a local agency supported by the 
MA Cultural council, a state agency.

Free yoga and meditation class offered Jan. 9

BARRE – Quabbin Middle School announces the 
sixth grade honor roll.

Grade Six, High Honors
Nevaeh Andrews, Ava Blancato, Jaysen Cassa-

no, Ayla Clark, John Cook, Anna Coomey, Grayson 
Eddy, Colby Hill, Madilyn Houle, Brady Malin, The-
odore Minton, Catheryn Racine, Liam Shaw, Zachary 
Thompson and Brady White.

Grade Six, Honors 
Destiny Aiken, Lyric Alves, Aubrianna Babineau, 

Elijah Baptiste, Zachary Barre, Julianna Bienvenu, Ta-
lasyn Boissoneau, Alistair Bombfield, Caleb Caban, 
Josie Castell, Cameron Charpentier, Charley Chauvin, 
Ryan Colgate, Ella Critelli, Joey DeMalia, Hannah 
Dias, Ethan Donaldson, Matthew Flamand, Andrew 

Fuller, Jude Gomes, Brynnley Gould, Lincoln Graves, 
Afina Griffith, Joseph Haley, Silas Howe, James Jack-
son, Adrian Johnson, Colin Kania, Nathan Kearch-
ner, Levi Kniskern, Ryan LaRange, Walker Larson, 
Marishao Lee, Ilyanna Lynch, Adalyn McHugh, Kay-
la McHugh, Lucy Merrill, Sawyer Minton, Annaleigh 
Moncoeur, Nolan O’Connor, Chevy O’Shea, Evelyn 
Palladino, Ximena Palomera-Espinoza, Bryce Pari-
seau, Bentley Parker, Chloe Phillips, Deegan Pope, 
Oliver Poulin, McKenna Rengo, Lillian Roohan, Coo-
per Sampson, Ava Sherblom, Andie St. Clair, Brayden 
Surprenant, Landon Swindlehurst, Kenzie Thorpe, 
Regan Toohill, Hana Mae Tousignant and Everett 
Weisman.

Quabbin Middle School lists sixth grade honor roll

AMHERST – Winter at the Mount Holyoke Range 
is a magical experience, and a visit to the Notch Visitor 
Center, 1500 West St., Route 116, is the perfect way to 
enjoy it.

The Department of Conservation and Recreation’s 
Mount Holyoke Range State Park is ideal for hiking, 
snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. The Notch 
Visitor Center enhances your park experience with en-
gaging exhibits that highlight the unique features of 
the Mount Holyoke Range. 

Special public programs provide a broader perspec-
tive of the park, and staff are on hand to offer trail in-
formation and hiking suggestions. There’s something 
for everyone, from beginners to seasoned adventurers.

Free admission and parking. The center is open 
Tuesday through Sunday, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

For more information and upcoming programs, 
call 413-253-2883 or visit https://www.mass.gov/loca-
tions/mount-holyoke-range-state-park.

Notch Visitor Center open 
for winter 2024-2025

WARE – The Recovery Center of HOPE and the 
Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance will be hosting 
a Community Cold Weather Drive to benefit local in-
dividuals and families facing hardships.

They will be accepting new and gently used gloves, 
mittens, scarves, sweaters, blankets, base-layers, jackets 
and coats and new beanies and socks. 

Items will be collected through the spring and can 
be dropped off at the following locations: Town Hall, 
126 Main St., Mondays and Tuesdays from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Recovery on Main, 78 Main St., Wednesdays 
from 1-3 p.m.; Ware Library, 37 Main St., Thursdays 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Recovery Center of HOPE, 
Fridays from 2-4 p.m. 

Cold weather clothing drive ongoing through spring

NEW BRAINTREE – East Quabbin Land Trust 
will start off 2025 with a New Year’s Day walk, 
Wednesday, Jan. 1 at noon at the New Braintree Trail 
Station Site, 1700 Hardwick Road.

This will be a casual walk on the Mass Central Rail 
Trail in New Braintree and Hardwick. EQLT will also 
dedicate the Terry Briggs Memorial Bench in Wheel-
wright.

EQLT holds New Year’s Day walk

HARDWICK – St. Aloysius Catholic School in 
Gilbertville lists students named to the first trimester 
honor roll.

Honors
Sophia Adams, Hannah LaRochelle, Rose Theri-

ault, Jackson Boudreau, Alex Velez and Connor Shu-
naman.

St. Aloysius Catholic 
School lists honor roll
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CURREN T

Snowy owls have already been spotted in 
Massachusetts this year. 

They come from the tun-
dra area of Canada into the 
United States during the 
winter. Usually, the snowy 
owls that head to this area 
are immature. This irruptive 
behavior may or may not be 
coordinated with the lem-
ming cycle, one of their pri-
mary foods especially during 
their breeding cycle.

The snowy owl is about 
24 inches long and primarily 
white, yellow eyes and vari-
able amounts of black spots 
and barring. Immatures are 
darker than adults and females darker than 
males.

Snowy owls frequently hunt during the 
day. Their diet is mainly rodents, Arctic and 
snowshoe hares, fish, birds including water-
fowl and carrion. 

They nest on the tundra in a shallow de-
pression on a mound on top or on a grav-
el mound. They line the nest with feathers 
and bits of moss. The female lays three to 

ten white eggs. When prey is abundant the 
clutch size is larger. They make barking 
noises during breeding, but are quiet in win-
ter.

They inhabit the open tundra and when 
they move south, they inhabit airports, 
beaches, marshes and open fields.

Many years ago, a snowy owl appeared 
in Oakham during the winter. I was lucky to 
see it perched on a fence post near an open 
field in the daytime. People came from all 
over to see this rare visitor. Logan Airport 
is a popular winter stop over. 

Bald eagle sighting
On Dec. 2 I received an 

email from a Brimfield res-
ident. He said, “I’ve been 
checking the local ponds but 
not a lot happening. Howev-
er, I have seen a bald eagle 
or two at the pond on New 
Reed Street four time in the 
last two weeks and another 
birder I met there report-
ed seeing eagles there that 
I missed. On one visit two 
adult bald eagles were sitting 
in the same dead tree about 
fifteen feet apart.”

Christmas Bird Count
He plans to participate in the Allen’s Bird 

Count Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, 
Dec. 14. National Audubon Society 125th 
Christmas Bird Counts take place Saturday, 
Dec. 14 through Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025. This 
is one of the most popular birding events of 
the year. It is rarely held on the actual des-
ignated holiday itself, counts are scheduled 

Today was the designated day to begin 
to bake like crazy. Personally, I wish 
we could cull the number, and honest-

ly the sheer volume of Christmas cookies we 
make, but if  the kids or my husband hear of 
that I will be banished to Grinch status.  

It’s a tradition to go through the recipes 
ahead of time and decide what cookies we’ll 
bake.  

One of my all-time favorites, and one I 
would never consider culling, is the coriander 
cookie. My family tried a sample at Old Stur-
bridge Village’s Christmas by Candlelight 
some years back and enjoyed it so much we 
added the recipe to our repertoire. Yummy 
indeed!  

You may be surprised to learn that Co-
riander sativum is the Latin name for two 
herbs. Confused? Most folks are when they 
learn that the seeds of this plant are called 
coriander, while the leaves are known as ci-
lantro.  

Both have been used for culinary purposes 
since the beginning of time! All portions of 
the plant are edible but some argue that the 
green portion is barely that.  

Read on.
I liken cilantro to be the “marigold” of the 

herb world. Either you love it or you hate it. 
I, for one, immensely dislike it and if  given 
the chance to pick it out of my salsa I will 
certainly do it! Even in a restaurant.  

I found it interesting to learn that some 
people possess a genetically predisposed 
aversion to it, according to studies by Charles 
J. Wysocki of the Monell Chemical Senses 
Center in Philidelphia. 

To me it has a bitter taste that I have a 
hard time describing beyond that. Dirty?  
Soil-like? 

Most people that do dislike it have a sim-
ilar lack of descriptive ability; they just can’t 
put their finger on it, but they don’t like the 
taste…or the smell of it.

As I mentioned, cilantro is often used in 
salsa and other Mexican, Asian and Italian 
dishes including curries, sauces, salads and 
soups. If you prefer to grow the plant more 
for its greens and less for its seeds, manage it 
as you would spinach.  

Sow seeds in the ground in the cool of the 
season and in succession every two weeks. It 
dislikes being transplanted but doesn’t mind 
pot culture. Harvest greens rather aggressive-
ly – about one-third of the plant at a time.  

Just like spinach, there are slow-to-bolt 
varieties to choose from such as aptly named 
“Slow Bolt” and “Longstanding.”  

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have 
a pleasant (at least to me!)  fragrance once 
dried. The scent is easier to pin-point too; 
nutty and spicy (ever so slightly) come to 
mind.  

Coriander seed is also well known in var-
ious ethnic cuisines and is a favorite in spice 
blends, curry being the most popular. It is 
also used in the making of a number of dis-
tilled spirits and herbal liqueurs, and cookies.  

It’s funny that I can like one part of the 
plant and not the other. Coriander seed can 
be eaten whole, crushed or powdered.

The Herb Society noted that during World 
War II the seeds were coated in white or pink 
sugar and thrown from carnival wagons, 
earning the name “confections” or “confet-
ti!”  When the seeds were replaced by balls of 

Resident responds to letter 
about Presidential Election

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Coriander makes a 
great cookie

The winners know already. We don’t have 
to wait. We can feel it. 

The folks with money and influence? 
Right. We’re the only ones who voted for 
evil orange man. 

We’re the ones who avoided any real 
choice? What choice did the Democrats 
have? How many people got to choose their 
Democratic nominee? Oh, that’s right. zero. 
Kammy was anointed. 

The one’s who committed crimes on his 
behalf? That’s rich. Hunter Biden comes to 
mind. So does Garland and Mayorkas. 

You want to know who lost? You did. 
And for good reason. Wake up. As an ed-
ucator, I’m not surprised you feel this way. 

This is why kids do as poorly in school 
as they do. They need an education, not an 

indoctrination. 
Lying, cheating, abuse of women? Hunt-

er Biden comes to mind again, as well as Joe 
himself. Sorry. We all didn’t lose, you lost. 
And you lost big. You were completely de-
stroyed. 

Seven swing states, the popular vote, the 
electoral college, the Senate. I can’t possibly 
fit in everything I need to say. Stay in Mas-
sachusetts. You’ll be right at home with all 
the woke people. 

Sit back and watch Trump destroy de-
mocracy and jail all his enemies, blah blah 
blah. You people have no joy in your lives. 
MAGA.

Thomas Bibo 
West Brookfield

 

LETTER-TO-THE-EDITOR

Snowy owl

See BACKYARD   I   PAGE 5See GARDEN   I   PAGE 13
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- community -

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, December 21st
8pm-11pm

Tony Soul Project

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 28th

8pm-11pm

After Party
Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

to take place on various days surrounding Dec. 25 
within the official count period noted above. Count-
ing takes place anytime during the 24 hours, mid-
night-to-midnight. 

The goal is to find, identify and count all birds 
within a 15-mile diameter “count circle.”  All are 
welcome. Compilers do their best to make sure that 
beginners join a group with at least one experienced 
birder. Locations in late December include: Quabbin 
on Saturday, Dec. 28 compiler Scott Surner at ssurn-
er@aol.com and Westminster on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
2025 compiler Charles Caron at 978-874-5649 or 
caronev@aol.com.

People may visit https://www.audubon.org/com-
munity-science/christmas-bird-count to read about 
CBC history, science and data.

Juncos and snow 
The Brimfield resident noted a large flock of jun-

cos about 40 the day before the Dec. 5 snow storm. 
He said, “Storms a commin’ I looked out near where 
the feeding stations are located and where I spread 
mixed seed on the ground and a quick count result-
ed in 40 junco. And chickadees and titmice were 
constantly back and forth to the black oil sunflower 
seed feeder.” I also saw a large flock of juncos on my 
daughter’s lawn in Barre on that Wednesday.

Pond visits
The Brimfield resident makes frequent trips to 

ponds in his area. He found most of them frozen 
over on Dec. 4. He did count 12 hooded mergansers 
at Holland Pond, a large group of mallards over 200 
and three black ducks at Sherman Pond.

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD   I  FROM PAGE 4

By Julie Midura

“I don’t think we’re on the trail anymore.” 
Tom and I drove to Mount Monadnock in New 

Hampshire last week following a recent snowstorm. 
After parking our car at the trailhead, we made quick 
work of the road walk to the old Halfway House site, 
where we had a choice to make. 

We could continue straight ahead onto the well 
packed out and very popular White Arrow Trail, or 
hang a sharp right onto the lesser used and more diffi-
cult to follow Hello Rock Trail. 

We paused when we reached the junction. One look 
in the direction of Hello Rock Trail told us that we 
would have our work cut out for us if  we chose that 
route. 

Not only was the snow much deeper than we ex-
pected, but there were no other boot prints in sight. 
We would be breaking trail. 

After not hiking anything strenuous in weeks and 
feeling less than confident in our ability to tackle some 
moderate trail breaking, I hesitated for a fraction of 
a second. I took a deep breath, exhaled slowly, then 
turned right towards Hello Rock Trail. 

No time like the present to see just how out of 
shape we were! 

As we broke through the calf-deep, thick blanket 
of white that covered the tread-way, the path was fair-
ly obvious- four feet wide and slightly lower than the 
earth on either side. But we continued forward, un-
daunted by the fact that we were fairly certain we were 
no longer on the actual trail. 

After all, if  we couldn’t locate the path, we’d just 
follow our footprints in the snow back to where the 
trail was more obvious, and then attempt to find the 
spot where we had made a wrong turn. In the mean-
time, we enjoyed moving through the Narnia-like for-
est of white. 

I was in the lead when I stopped suddenly at the 
base of a very steep rock outcropping. The thought of 
going up the hill made my heart rate soar. 

However, the hope that we might be able to catch 
sight of the trail from the top and reconnect with the 
path we were supposed to be on helped assuage my 
fear. I ignored my rapidly beating heart, slammed my 
trekking poles into the snow-covered rock, kicked my 
spike-clad boots into the snow, and hauled myself up. 

Only to realize that “You can’t get there from here.” 
Upon reaching the top of the snow covered ledge, 

we discovered that we were mere feet from a sheer 
vertical drop-off. At this point, we had three options. 
Well, in reality, just two, since plunging off the ledge 
onto the jagged rocks below was never really a viable 
option to begin with. 

A wintry hike on Mount Monadnock

Julie smiles brightly at the top of Mount Monadnock. Tom takes in the beautiful snow covered view.

One, continue bushwhacking upwards in an at-
tempt to see where we would end up.The hope being 
that we’d eventually find Cliff  Walk Trail. (Tom’s idea)

Two, turn back and try to find where we zigged 
when we should have zagged, and get back on the ac-
tual trail. (My idea) 

One of the great things about hiking with a partner 
is that when one of you has a harebrained, cockama-
mie, dare I say utterly ridiculous idea, the more ratio-
nal one can help you dial back the crazy, so to speak

Now I’m not saying that I’m always the logical 
part of the equation. Quite the contrary. I’m usually 
the one who likes to push the envelope when we hike 
together. You know – find out just how much we are 
capable of.

In those instances, Tom graciously offers his unso-
licited advice, both for the betterment of our marriage, 
as well as to ensure that we aren’t put into a perilous 
situation by my occasionally wacky ideas.  

On Saturday, however, it was my turn to be the sen-
sible half of our partnership. With temperatures in the 
teens, I had no desire to continue bushwhacking in an 
area where a magnitude of snow had effectively erased 
the crevices and deep holes surrounding the enormous 
boulders which were lying in wait to swallow a leg or 
twist an ankle. And after only mild persuasion on my 
part, Tom agreed. 

Needless to say, “self-preservation” won over 
“adrenaline rush” and we turned back, eventually 
finding the sharp right turn we had missed earlier. 

And at the end of the day, the summit was reached, 
views were had, pizza was consumed, hot cider was 
enjoyed, joy was found. And we lived to hike another 
day. 

Honestly, what more could we possibly ask for? 
See you in the wintry wild places, my friends! Follow 

Julie and Tom on Instagram @morethanthemountain 
for more of their hiking adventures. 
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Logan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & (the late) Bruce Distler, Rocky Point, NY

Thomas Kelly
April 13, 2024

Parents: Liza & Russ Kelly, Ludlow
Grandparents: Susan Raymond, Ludlow

Scarlett Legasey
January 25, 2024

Parents: Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents: Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

Finley Jameson Neylon
February 15, 2024

Parents: Brennan & Brittany (Wokoun) Neylon, Boling, TX
Grandparents: Nancy Wokoun, Pomeria, SC

Peter & Amy Wokoun, Brookshire, TX
Matthew & Anne Neylon, Oakham, MA 

Beth & Bill Hallene, Quinneboag, CT
Great Grandparents: Donna Neylon, Charlton, MA

Elliot Peter Trainor
September 11, 2024

Parents: Ben & Jess Trainor, Spencer
Grandparents: Paul & Joanne Wyman, Ware

Peter & Christine Trainor, Spencer

BOSTON – State Sen. Adam Gomez 
(D-Springfield), State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) and the Senate unanimous-
ly passed a comprehensive economic 
development bill that makes bold in-
vestments in life sciences, climate tech, 
and small businesses, building on Mas-
sachusetts’ national leadership and cre-
ating an environment where businesses 
and workers thrive. 

The $3.96 billion in bonds autho-
rized in An Act Relative to strengthen-
ing Massachusetts’ economic leadership 
will stimulate new and proven industries, 
support workforce development and tal-
ent retention, and modernize economic 
growth strategies. This includes nearly 
$10 million in bonding for projects in 
Springfield and $1.5 million in Chicop-
ee, as well as nearly $40,000,000 for a 
new quantum innovation hub in the Pi-
oneer Valley if  authorized, working on 
topics including information sciences, 
therapeutic biomanufacturing, and cre-
ating alternative proteins. 

“This bond bill and the funding path 
laid out for the coming years reflects 
our state’s commitment to reinvesting in 
items that will benefit people and busi-
nesses in a way that is sustainable and 
on the forefront of science, technology, 
and health,” said Gomez. “I am proud 
to see the goals to create new innovation 
hubs, including one in the Pioneer Val-
ley, which promise to bring high-paying 
jobs to our region, and I am grateful 
for the ways that our body prioritized 

regional equity in our approach today. 
I look forward to fighting for this bond 
funding to be released, and seeing these 
ideas come to fruition.”    

“Today, we take a significant step 
forward in ensuring that the benefits of 
economic growth reach every corner of 
our Commonwealth, especially Western 
Massachusetts. This economic develop-
ment package reflects our commitment 
to regional equity, fostering job cre-
ation, supporting local businesses, and 
investing in the strengths of our unique 
communities,” said Oliveira. “I’m proud 
to have worked with my colleagues in 
the Western Mass delegation and the 
Legislature to prioritize innovation, 
workforce development, and sustain-
able practices. Together, we are laying 
the groundwork for a more inclusive 
and balanced economy that uplifts all 
regions and ensures prosperity for gen-
erations to come.” 

Highlights from the bill include: 
Educator diversity

Allows the Department of Elementa-
ry and Secondary Education to develop 
an alternative certification process for 
teachers who may face challenges pass-
ing the educator certification exam but 
can otherwise demonstrate their compe-
tence as teachers. The change will help 
Massachusetts diversify the K-12 edu-
cator workforce. 

Climatetech investments
Provides $400 million in capital re-

sources to the (Massachusetts Clean 

Energy Center to utilize over the next 
ten years, with $200 million authorized 
to support innovation and deployment 
of climatetech technologies and $200 
million to support the offshore wind in-
dustry.   

It also establishes a new tax credit to 
invest in climatetech companies. 

A new program housed at MassCEC 
will develop and expand employment 
opportunities in climatetech and pro-
mote climatetech-related economic de-
velopment by supporting and stimulat-
ing research, development, innovation, 
manufacturing, deployment and com-
mercialization in the climatetech sector. 
The credit will be subject to a $30 mil-
lion annual cap. 

Life sciences
Authorizes $500 million over ten 

years for the Life Sciences Break-
through Fund to reauthorize the Com-
monwealth’s life sciences initiative.  

Known as Life Sciences 3.0, the re-
authorization adds health equity, bi-
osecurity, digital health, and artificial 
intelligence to the mission of the Life 
Sciences Center. The bill increases the 
annual tax credit authorization for the 
life sciences industry from $30 million to 
$40 million.  

Support for small businesses
Restructures two quasi-state agencies 

that are designed to be the gateway for 
access to state resources, the Massachu-
setts Growth Capital Corporation and 
Massachusetts Development Finance 

Agency.
The legislation also authorizes a five-

year pilot program for the Common-
wealth to assist small businesses in ac-
quiring surety bonds. 

Large capital projects, whether pub-
lic or private, often require retention 
of a surety bond by the contractor as 
financial security. Historically, econom-
ically and socially disadvantaged busi-
nesses often cannot acquire these bonds 
because of a lack of credit history or 
collateral. 

This program creates a self-sustain-
ing state assistance program to open 
doors for more of these businesses. 

Live theater tax credit
Launches a new tax credit of up to 

$7 million annually to support local live 
theater productions. The credit will help 
Massachusetts artists working towards 
Broadway or off-Broadway launch a na-
tional tour.  

Craft beer at farmers markets
Updates the law to allow for locally 

produced craft beer to be sold at farm-
ers markets, like wine and cider current-
ly. 

Ticketing transparency
Requires ticket sellers to clearly dis-

close the actual ticket price when list-
ing tickets online and bans automated 
ticket purchasing software, otherwise 
known as bots. Bots drive up prices in 
the secondary market by creating artifi-
cial scarcity when fans try to purchase 
tickets from the artist or venue. 

Sweeping economic development bill passes legislature

See BILL   I   PAGE 7
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$69999
WAS $799.99

FRIGIDAIRE

Counter Depth

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

QUEEN: $299
          (REGULARLY $599) 

$69999

GIANT TOY DEPT. CLEARANCE!

BIKES HUGE
SELECTION!

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

WHITCO 508.885.9343
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS

             HOURS!Holiday Hours:  Daily 9:00am-9:00pm • Open Christmas Eve from 8:00am-8:00pm

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

G.E. DELUXE
COIL TOP

STOVE
Reg. $599.99

$499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1299.99
$1499.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$1299.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

CHRISTMAS SALE!
INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

32” Smart..................$129.99
Regularly $139.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung 4k TV..$599.99
Regularly $799.99

85” Samsung 4k TV..$999.99
Regularly $1799.99

SAVE
UP TO

70% Off
TOYS!

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

$1499.99

Residents talked about the need to 
build the Stabilization fund, in the face 
of budget constraints. Some mentioned 
that the town has had to take money out 
of Stabilization in order to balance the 
budget, and has been able to replenish it 
with Free Cash.

Town Accountant Shiela LeBlanc 
said, “As a community, we have to stop 
living off our Stabilization…If we can’t 
fund what people need in a budget, then 
how are we going to make these capital 
purchases?”

Currently, the Stabilization balance 
is $1,388,596.85, LeBlanc said. 

LeBlanc stressed the need to include 
the cost of maintenance for a capital 
purchase in a department’s budget prior 
to getting approval for it.

“It has to be part of their budget, 
has to be part of the purchase before we 
take it to town meeting,” 
she said. 

Capital Improve-
ment Planning mem-
ber Brandon Avery said 
the town does not have 
any borrowing capacity 
and has no extra source 
of income. He said the 
town has “been lucky” in 
years past with receiving 
extra income, including 
$500,000 from Green 
Gold, around $500,000 
from COVID-19 funds 
and approximately $1.4 
million from American 
Rescue Plan Act funds.

“Those funds are gone 

and they’re not coming back,” he said. 
“We need to get to a point where we can 
save a little money for the future. If we 
don’t, we’re going to be in serious trou-
ble when something comes up that we 
really need, we’re going to be between a 
rock and a hard place.”

Avery said the departments have to 
live within their budgets without dip-
ping into Stabilization. He said the 
transfer will help the departments with 
capital needs.

The motion to approve the transfer 
passed by a two-third majority vote.  

Fire Department hoses
Voters also approved the transfer 

of $7,180 from Fire Assistant Chief’s 
Salary to Fire Supplies to replace the 
Fire Department’s hoses, which failed 
a recent inspection. Fire Chief Darin 
Anderson said any hose older than 1987 
is considered “no good” and some of 

the department’s hoses date back to the 
1970s. 

He said eight nozzles also failed the 
inspection

“We are trying to replace hose,” An-
derson said. “We had catastrophic fail-
ures…this is allowing us to buy at least 
some hose to help get us through.

Anderson said the department is 
working to secure a grant to replace 
the remaining hoses. He said the de-
partment will be able to purchase 100-
foot long four-inch hose for $600 each, 
which is a savings from the average cost 
of $750-900.

“Luckily we worked with our vendors 
and a town had ordered some and then 
decided they didn’t want it,” Anderson 
said. “And they knew the desperation 
we were in.”

Anderson said the department needs 
about $50,000 worth of hoses and noz-

zles.
“This gets us a fraction of the por-

tion,” he said.
Police overtime

Voters approved the transfer of 
$7,000 from Police Career Incentive to 
Police Overtime. 

A resident asked why there have been 
so many transfers to the overtime ac-
count this year.

LeBlanc said the department has 
been without a full-time police officer 
since the beginning of the fiscal year. A 
full-time police officer was recently ap-
pointed to fill that vacancy and there are 
no part-time officers on the department.

Article 1
Voters were in favor of a motion 

made to pass over article 1, to rescind 
a portion of the vote from the Nov. 15 
special town meeting that raised and ap-
propriated $66,564 to Group Health.

VOTERS   I  FROM PAGE 1

Everett soccer stadium
Allows for the construction of a pro-

fessional soccer stadium and waterfront 
park on a parcel of land in Everett by 
removing the parcel’s classification as a 
designated port area. The change is ex-
pected to have positive environmental 
and economic impacts in surrounding 
communities as well as improve public 
transit connectivity.  

Public funding for the construc-
tion of the stadium is not allowed, and 
funding for public infrastructure im-
provements associated with the stadium 
would require matching private funds. 
The language also requires community 
mitigation agreements with the cities of 
Everett and Boston.   

Strengthening local and regional 
public health systems. Overhauls the 
state’s fragmented public health system 
to ensure strong public health protec-
tions for all residents regardless of race, 
income, or zip code. 
Pathway for foreign-trained physicians

Creates a pathway in Massachusetts 
for physicians previously authorized to 
practice medicine outside the United 
States to practice in an underserved re-
gion of the Commonwealth. 

Nurse licensure compact
Includes a provision to admit Massa-

chusetts in the national nurse licensure 

compact, which will help alleviate the 
critical workforce challenges facing the 
health care sector. 

Civil service reforms
Modernizes Massachusetts civil ser-

vice laws to give communities more 
options in filling vacancies while giving 
qualified job seekers more opportunities 
to find a match. 

Data centers tax credit
Creates a new tax credit to attract in-

vestment in qualified data centers. 
Childcare as campaign expense

Removes current limitations on po-
litical candidates using campaign funds 
for childcare services that occur because 
of campaign activities.  

FAFSA
Requires each school district to no-

tify students prior to graduating from 
high school of the availability of Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
and to provide students with informa-
tion on financial aid options.  

Liquor license equity
Removes archaic requirement that 

a restaurant liquor license holder be a 
United States citizen, thereby creating a 
pathway for other qualified immigrants.  

Project labor agreements
Authorizes public agencies and mu-

nicipalities to enter into project labor 
agreements for public works contracts 
when such an agreement is in the best 

interest of the public agency or munic-
ipality.  

Sustainability for farmers
Allows farmers to diversify how they 

use their farms, including using land 
for agritourism and selling goods made 
from produce they have grown them-
selves. 

Regional equity
The legislation reflects the different 

needs of different communities and en-
sures none of the Commonwealth’s 351 
cities and towns are left behind.   

This will partly be accomplished 
through statewide targeted infrastruc-
ture improvements, with the bill au-
thorizing $400 million for MassWorks 
public infrastructure projects that spur 
economic development and help sup-
port job creation, $100 million for the 
Rural Development Fund to provide 
financial assistance for infrastructure 
and community planning efforts in rural 
communities, $100 million for local eco-
nomic development grants for econom-
ic development in cities and towns,  $90 
million to support the redevelopment 
of underutilized, blighted, or aban-
doned buildings, and $10 million for the 
Broadband Incentive Fund for the capi-
tal maintenance of the MassBroadband 
123 middle mile network.   

In addition to infrastructure, the leg-
islation recognizes the importance of 

local cultural and economic sites, pro-
viding $150 million for capital grants 
for public libraries, $50 million for the 
Cultural Facilities Fund, $40 million 
for Destination Development grants 
to support capital improvements of 
tourism assets, $15 million for a capital 
grant program to support the Common-
wealth’s agriculture, commercial fishing, 
and cranberry growing industries, and 
$8 million for historical preservation 
grants through the Massachusetts His-
torical Commission. 

Capital authorizations 
The legislation includes a total of 

$3.96 billion in capital authorizations 
for leading Massachusetts industries 
like life sciences and climate tech.  

Additional authorizations include: 
$400 million for the MassWorks In-

frastructure Program to support public 
infrastructure projects and create jobs

$150 million for library construction 
projects

$103 million for artificial intelligence 
in systems across the state

$100 million for infrastructure im-
provements in rural communities

$21 million for resilience in agricul-
ture and fishing

$40 million for food science innova-
tions, including $10 million to support 
the state’s nascent alternative protein 
industry

BILL   I  FROM PAGE 6

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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64831 were selling products they 
made themselves. The Girl Scouts 
had pillows, cards, and miniature 
ornaments in the shape of snowmen 
and hats available. 

Other items guests can shop for 
included home decor, Christmas 
decor, ornaments, crochet items, 
candles, jewelry, needle felted items, 
paper crafts, bakery items, dog 
treats and accessories, 3D printed 
items, t-shirts, wooden signs, farm-
house decor, cutting and charcuterie 
boards, homemade soaps and beau-
ty products, tumblers, children’s 
gifts, clothing, art of all types, kitch-
en accessories, honey and maple 
syrup products, essential oils and 
accessories. 

There was also a raffle to help 
support the West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School PTG and students. 
Outside the school was a food truck 
from Fry’d Guys and a stand for 
fresh kettle corn.  

FAIR   I  FROM PAGE 1

North Brookfield Girl Scouts kept busy during the craft fair. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO A tree with plenty of ornaments available.

Nativities and wool slippers were for sale at the craft fair. Guests got to participate in raffles during the craft fair.

These crafts were handmade by the North Brookfield Girl Scouts. There were plenty of precious gifts to win during the fair’s raffle.

It’s time to keep warm and these mittens were made from upcycled sweaters. Superhero sculptures were being sold at the White Christmas Craft Fair at West Brookfield Elementary 
School. Some even glow in the dark.
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

WARREN – Last Thursday night, Quaboag 
girls basketball got their regular season go-
ing with a 46-21 win at Marlborough. The 
Cougars did not make tournament last 
season, but are hoping 
to get back in this 
year after missing 
out by just one 
win. Quaboag 
also had a Sat-
urday matchup 
against the Advance 
Math & Science Acad-
emy. They were edged in that contest 41-
38. Quaboag had its home opener on Dec. 18 
against Southbridge, then has an extended 
break until Dec. 30 against Bay Path at 6:30 
p.m.

Cougars back on the prowl

The Cougars opened up their season later in the week. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Quaboag is on the road 
for their first three 
games.

Their home opener is on Dec. 18 against 
Southbridge.

Quaboag girls basketball continued its preparation 
for the regular season last week.

The Cougars had a tri-scrimmage last week with Granby and host Belchertown.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— First-year Pathfinder Tech 
boys’ varsity basketball coach Ethan Ortyl is 
hoping to win a lot of games during his coach-
ing career. He had to wait a little bit longer be-
fore celebrating his first career victory.

The Pioneers suffered an 80-18 non-league 
home loss to powerhouse Duggan Academy in 
the season opening game, last Thursday night.  

“This game was a good test for us against 
one of the best teams that we’re going to play 
all season,” said Ortyl, who replaced Zac But-
ton as the Pioneers varsity coach. “The play-
ers continued to play hard in tonight’s game, 
and they care about each other. We’re going to 
bounce back and keep battling in every game 
that we play this season. I just love this group 
of players.” 

It was also the first varsity start for all five 
of the Pioneers starters. Those five players 
are junior Dustyn Cook, junior Dayne Shan-
ley, junior Aiden Girard, sophomore Cayden 
Bousquet, and freshman Cassian Kowalik

“We’ve only had four practices, which 
doesn’t include tryouts, before tonight’s game. 
The players are still learning a new system 
and I’m still learning what they’re capable of 

Pioneers don’t have answer for Duggan

Grayson Griswold sends up a three-point attempt. TURLEY PHOTOS BY SOFIA DIGRANDE Dayne Shanley takes a mid-range shot.See PIONEERS   I   PAGE 11
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BARRE – Last week, Quab-
bin Regional High School bas-
ketball transitioned from the 
end of their preseason quick-
ly to their first regular season 
game. The Panthers started 
out by taking on Palmer High 
School in a preseason scrim-
mage last Tuesday evening. 
After two more days of prac-
tice, the Panthers would open 
their regular season on Friday, 
Dec. 13 and defeated Narra-
gansett 44-31. Quabbin, now 
1-0, had three games this week 
before the Christmas break. 
Next weekend, the Panthers 
will take part in the Gardner 
Holiday tournament.

Panthers open 2024-2025 season

The Panthers faced Palmer in a scrimmage last week. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLIQuabbin’s is looking for a return trip to the state tournament this year.

It was Quabbin’s final scrimmage before starting the season. The Panthers opened their regular season with a win last Friday. The Quabbin High School girls basketball team continued its 
work to prepare for the season.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WNECA Doubles at Bogey Lanes
EAST BROOKFIELD – Bogey Lanes in East 

Brookfield was the host of the most recent Western 
New England Candlepin Assciation doubles tourna-
ment this past weekend. 

WNECA is dedicated to promoting the game of 
candlepin bowling throughout western Massachu-
setts. For years, Bogey Lanes has been a gracious 
host for tournaments and continues to support tour-
naments through the WNECA. 

The doubles tournament this past weekend was a 
great success with over 30 teams showing up over the 
course of four shifts. The results are in, and the win-
ning team was Brandon Martins and Rob Poirier. 

Both bowlers regularly bowl out of Agawam 
Bowl in Agawam, and bowled excellently during day 
one of the tournament. Along with their handicap 
and scratch totals the team of Martins and Poirier 
combined for a score of 893 to win the doubles at 
Bogey Lanes. 

It was a good day on the lanes for Martins as he 
bowled a series of 409. This was the second time 
Brandon Martins bowled a 400 series during the 
WNECA tournament series. 

The team who finished in second place were Ja-
son Gauthier Sr. and Tiffany Gauthier with a com-
bined score of 850. In third place, the team of Erica 
and Craig Beaudry scored an 839. 

A total of nine teams placed in the doubles tour-
nament at Bogey Lanes. The teams who finished 
fourth through ninth were within fifteen points of 

each other. Chris and Laurie Lafreniere finished in 
fourth with an 830, Robby Wood and Nick Brown 
with a 826, Stacy Bloomberg and Steve Champagne 
with a 823, Tharen Ring and Chris Cincotta with 
820 and the team of Cody Brunelle and Kyle Wild-
er tied at 815 with Trever Kenneson and Sophia 
Hearnlaye. 

The point standings for the tournament series 
have been posted on the WNECA Facebook page. 
After the doubles event at Bogey, Brandon Martins 
is leading in points as the #1 seed. His teammate 
from the doubles Rob Poirier is currently in third 
place. 

The WNECA will host a championship bracket 
tournament featuring the top 24 bowlers after the 
conclusion of the tournament series. After a success-
ful doubles tournament, Martins and Poirier are in 
good shape to compete in the championship tourna-
ment at the end of the year. 

The next WNECA tournament will be in Janu-
ary at the Turn Hall in Adams and the event will be 
singles. 

Commercial Elks League
PALMER – Compression bowled against Last in 

Line this past Tuesday night in the Commercial Elks 
League.

In game one, Last in Line defeated Compression 
by a score of 362-318. In game two, Compression 
bounced back with a win of their own, 409-342. In 
game three, Last in Line took the final game 396-
350. Vinny Navarro of Last in Line finished with a 
117 and his teammate Jeremy Laduke finished with 
a 114.

The final score was 1100-1077 in favor of Last in 
Line and the team received three points. 

Candlepin League News

Turley Publications sports department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly feature samples of pho-
tos that you will see in our publications on a weekly basis. 
Please follow and share with your friends and loved ones. 
We will be featuring photos from all 11 of our sports sec-
tions, but as always, you can see all the photos that appear 
by subscribing to your local paper or picking up a copy in 
your community.

Follow Turley Sports 
on Instagram
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doing,” Ortyl added. “We’re going to work hard at 
practice before our next game against Pioneer Valley 
Christian Academy on Monday night. There are a lot 
of things that we need to work on. Everyone just needs 
to keep improving, including myself.”     

Girard (3 points) and senior Matthew Vanasse (2 
points) are the Pioneers co-captains.

Duggan, who posted an 18-2 regular season record 
a year ago, also didn’t have very much trouble dis-
patching the Pioneers in their previous two meetings 
on the hardwood. 

With the help of several turnovers, the Jayhawks 
were able to build a 27-0 lead at the end of the open-
ing quarter in last Thursday’s game, and they never 
looked back. 

Junior Isaiah Rodriguez scored 19 of his game-high 
23 points for the visitors from Springfield during the 
first eight minutes of the contest. 

Duggan’s other two double digit scorers were junior 
Allen Miranda, who scored 11 of his 21 points in the 
third quarter, and senior Kyle Combs (12 points).    

The Pioneers, who beat Duggan by 14 points during 
the 2022 regular season, finally broke the ice with six 
minutes left in the first half when a steal by freshman 
Grayson Griswold led to a Bousquet lay-up basket.

Bousquet, who was the Pioneers leading scorer 
with four points, also made another lay-up a minute 
later following another steal from Griswold.

In the middle of the second quarter, Griswold 
scored his first career varsity points on a lay-up. 

The home team was trailing, 40-6 at halftime.
Pathfinder Tech’s only made baskets of the third 

quarter were from Vanasse and Girard.
The Jayhawks only outscored the Pioneers, 10-7, 

during the final eight minutes of the contest.
Pathfinder freshman Jordan Mbi made an old fash-

ion three point play with 5:47 remaining in regulation, 
which gave the home fans something to cheer about. 
Kowalik also hit a runner in the lane. Girard and 
Shanley each made a free throw. 

The Pioneers players and supporters were looking 
to celebrate a win at home against PVCA on Monday 
night.   

PIONEERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Cassian Kowalik tries to avoid having his shot blocked. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY SOFIA DIGRANDE

Dustyn Cook goes low to avoid a defender.

Cayden Bousquet keeps the ball away from his opponent.

Aiden Girard heads down the court.

Coaches hired after Aug. 
1, 1998 are required to take a 
coaching course to be eligible 
to coach high school sports in 
Massachusetts.

According the Pioneer Val-
ley Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, all coaches hired 
prior to Aug. 1, 1998 are ex-
empt from taking the Funda-
mentals of Coaching Course. 
Coaches hired after that 
and before July 1, 2005 
must have completed the 
NFHS Fundamentals of 
Coaching Course with 
the exception of Certified 
MA teachers.

All coaches (stipend 
or volunteer) first serv-
ing as an interscholas-
tic coach after July 1, 
2005 must complete the 
NFHS Fundamentals of 
Coaching Course, and 
an approved Sports First 
Aid course.

The NFHS Funda-
mentals of Coaching 
Course requirement must 
be met through attend-
ing an MIAA sponsored 
Fundamentals of Coach-
ing Class with MIAA 
Certified Instructors. 
Must be completed and 
passed prior to coaching 
a second year.

The NFHS Sports 
First Aid may be met by 
completing on-line cours-
es with the NFHS www.

nfhslearn.com. Must be passed 
prior to coaching a third year.

Additional requirements
for all coaches:

Massachusetts requires 
coaches to be certified in 
CPR  per Section 1. Section 
47A of chapter 71 of the Gen-
eral Laws. Additionally, AED 
training is required and will 

most likely be done in conjunc-
tion with the existing mandated 
CPR training.

All MIAA member school 
coaches (stipend or volunteer) 
are required to take annually 
the on-line National Federa-
tion Concussion Course, or 
other MA Department of Pub-
lic Health recognized education 
program, prior to the start of 

their season.  Rugby Coaches 
must see Rule 76.2 for addition-
al coaches’ education informa-
tion.

Any questions, please call 
Donna Harrington at 508-541-
9804  or email  dharrington@
miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coaching 
classes are being offered on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2025 from 

4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 
8, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Classes are open until ca-
pacity is reached and then a 
waiting list is established. There 
are online components to the 
course once the classroom por-
tion is completed

Coaching classes available

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

New Year’s Dinner Specials
Gift Certificate Special Until Christmas Eve

Receive $5 Free for Every $25 You Buy!

Golf Membership Special
Purchase Membership & Get A Free Gift Card!

Visit Our Website For More Details
BAR ONLY WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE DAY

Book 
Your Event 

With Us

Function 
Space 

 Available

Can be combined 
in any way.

Wednesday, 
Music Bingo 

6:30 p.m.
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pieces as kiln furniture, which is only 
found in kilns. Kiln furniture is also 
known as saggars, supports or shelves, 
and was used to stack pottery inside the 
kiln to keep the pieces from sticking to-
gether. 

In an article Worrell printed in the 
Society for Industrial Archeology, New 
England Chapters, he described the 
findings: “Thousands of artifacts were 
excavated and recorded stratigraphical-
ly from the Hinds site, the bulk of them 
being vessel sherds and stacking furni-
ture…Hinds’ vessels display some vari-
ation, especially in decoration, than do 
the other potters whose sites have been 
thus far investigated…In addition to 
the usual undecorated utilitarian wares, 
Hinds was producing various slipped 
wares (painted, trailed, dipped), and 
some very thin-walled, etched hollow-
ware having metallic black glaze.”

“It’s just pieces of clay shaped differ-
ently to allow the heat to get between the 
pieces as being fired,” Forand said. “Dif-
ferent types of kiln furniture worked for 
different vessels.”

Lyon said anything could be used as 
kiln furniture, and Hinds used pressed 
clay which contained his fingerprints.

“It doesn’t look like much,” Lyon 
said of a piece he held up. “And yet I 
think it’s one of the more important 
pieces that we found because it identi-
fied the site as a kiln site.”

Lyon said according to records, 
Hinds was born in 1714 and was origi-
nally from Cambridge. In 1750, he held 
his first deed in Holland (known at the 
time as South Brimfield) where he is list-
ed as a potter from 1750-1793.

“Now that’s significant because John 

Worrell said that we would probably 
never see him listed on paper as a potter 
because people of the time, they were 
farmers,” Lyon said. “Everybody was 
a farmer…if they did something on the 
side (like a sawmill, or potting or black-
smithing) you would still see them listed 
as a farmer.”

In 1754-1763 Hinds served in the 
French and Indian War with his oldest 
son, and there are several mentions of 
Hinds in Martin Lovering’s book, “His-
tory of the Town of Holland Massachu-
setts”. 

Until recently, Lyon believed that 
Hinds had died in 1793 due to a deed 
which mentioned him as “recently de-
ceased” and his wife, Judith, as a widow. 
He said Holland’s online town records 
list Hinds, Judith and one daughter as 
“paupers” as late as 1815, which places 
his death much later. 

Hinds’ kiln site was located close to 
Sturbridge, along the Connecticut bor-
der. Now, the kiln site is part of the Nor-
cross Wildlife Sanctuary.

While excavating the kiln site, Forand 
said they discovered countless pieces of 
pottery shards, which have been stored 
at Old Sturbridge Village.

Lyon said they never discovered any 
intact pottery pieces, as most of them 
were discarded or broken. Beside the 
kiln furniture, they discovered kitchen-
ware and tableware. 

“We try to guess what it was,” he said 
of the pieces. 

A special type of pottery they found 
at the site was black incised, which they 
believe could have been Hinds’ exper-
imental attempts to create something 
similar to stoneware or porcelain. This 
pottery was black, like it had been 

overfired (intentional or not), thin and 
carved into. 

“It’s thin, it’s tea cup-like…we only 
found a few pieces. We’ve not found it 
anywhere else other than John Hinds,” 
Lyon said. 

He said some of the common pottery 
items they didn’t find at the site included 
tiles, bedpans, flowerpots and tobacco 
pipes. He said the lack of tobacco pipes 
led them to believe that Hinds was prob-
ably not a smoker. 

Lyon said they also discovered the 
fieldstone base of the kiln, and were 
able to determine the kiln’s wall by the 
way the heat altered the rocks, as well 
as where the fire box and loading door 
were located.

“Heat would, like it does with clay, it 
would turn it red,” he said. 

The kiln itself  was more than likely 
made from brick and Forand said there 
were many bricks found at the site.

Lyon described Hinds’ pottery style 
as “simple and modest” in decoration, 
which would have been used for every-
day use. His pottery ranged in color 
from brown to black to yellow and red. 

Hinds also used slip to decorate his 
pieces, which is a white “watery” clay 
that turned yellow when fired. He would 
embellish the pieces with loops and dots.

“His slipware is simple and two-col-
or,” Lyon said. “Decorative, but simple.”

Forand said the kiln site hasn’t been 
fully explored yet, but there have been 
two separate excavations including the 
original one in the 1980s with Old Stur-
bridge Village, and a more recent one 
with the permission of the Norcross 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

“There’s a lot more there that could 
be explored and a lot of questions still 

to be answered,” Forand said. 
Forand asked the audience to check 

their records of general store purchases 
from this time period, to see if  there is 
any reference to Hinds selling his pot-
tery. Forand and Lyon have not found 
any record of Hinds selling or distribut-
ing his pottery, 

For more information about the 
Hinds kiln site, people may visit the 
Hinds Site Facebook group or read 
Worrell’s article “John Hinds Pottery 
Kiln” in the Society for Industrial Ar-
chaeology, New England Chapters, Vol-
ume 7, Number 3 from 1987 at https://
nec-sia.org/ne. Information can also be 
found on Old Sturbridge Village’s web-
site, www.osv.org.

Upcoming programs
The Sturbridge Historical Society 

will continue its monthly programs in 
2025 at the Publick House on the third 
Thursday of each month, starting at 7 
p.m. All programs are free to attend, 
and the meeting room and refreshments 
are provided courtesy of the Publick 
House. 

On Jan. 23, Bob Arnold will present 
about a trip his grandparents took in 
1927 in a Model A across the country; 
on Feb. 27, Rich Paradise will present 
about covered bridges in New England; 
on March 27, Bill Reid will present “No-
tables and Notorious” depicting charac-
ters from the Last Green Valley; April 
24, Doug Quigley will present on the 
Revolutionary War; and May 22, Walter 
Hersee will present on Sturbridge’s 1938 
celebration of its 200th anniversary. 

For more information about Stur-
bridge Historical Society and its pro-
grams, people may join its group on 
Facebook. 

POTTERY   I  FROM PAGE 1

Hope Your Holiday 
Season Is Extra-

Extra Happy!

Thanks to all of our readers and advertisers for supporting our publication 
and the future of local community journalism. We value our role in this 
community, and we’re committed to keeping you current in 2025 and 

beyond with a focus on the local news and events that matter most to you.
We wish you an informed and fabulous new year!
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www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com

“outstanding contributions and selflessness in the face 
of political adversity.”

“She also designed the town flag,” Jason said.
Benoit is known for her poetry and artistic talent, 

with many of her bucolic oil paintings displayed in her 
home and throughout the town, including at the New 
Braintree Historical Society Museum. 

“She tried to preserve local buildings around town,” 
Paul said of her paintings.

Benoit was also a film star, having lent her voice to 
Geraldine the Cow in the educational children’s movie 
“Hey, That’s My Hay”.

At the age of 98, Benoit was awarded the town’s 
Boston Post Cane, at a ceremony that was well attend-
ed and enjoyed by all. Along with the cane, Benoit re-
ceived official citations from the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Benoit continues to hold the cane and the title of 
oldest resident as she has now rounded out a full cen-
tury of birthdays. 

BIRTHDAY   I  FROM PAGE 1

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

Quaboag Current
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com
ekennedy@turley.com  •  413.967.3505

Your Community Newspaper

pouimette@turley.com
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1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

colored paper the name confetti stuck. 
Take this one to your next game of 
Cruise Ship Trivia!

It is easy to harvest the seeds. Sim-
ply let the heads dry to brown right on 
the plant. Clip them and place inside 
a paper bag; as they dry further they 
will open and the seeds will pop out.  

Even if  you are only interested in 
harvesting the seeds, multiple plant-
ings (or a big garden patch) are neces-
sary to get a decent-sized harvest.  

No matter how you like your Cori-
ander sativum, sow the seeds in a sun-
ny, well-drained spot in place for the 
best success. If  you let a few drop their 

seed each year, chances are you will be 
blessed with volunteers. 

Enough writing, I have four batch-
es of cookies to get in the freezer!  

Merry Christmas to all of my gar-
dening friends out there!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that  the North 
B r o o k f i e l d  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition 
to locate poles, wires, cables, 
and fixtures, including the 
necessary anchors, guys, and 
other such sustaining and 
protecting fixtures, brought 
before it by National Grid 

Monday, December 30, 2024 
at 6:15 PM at the Police 
Department, 55 School 
Street, North Brookfield, 
MA  01535.

The pole location that will 
be considered is as follows:

Smith Hanson Road– 
National Grid to install 4 JO 
poles on Smith Hanson Road 
beginning at a point approxi-
mately 550 feet Northwest of 
the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Collins Road. Extend 

pole line for new residential 
home. 

Said hearing will begin at 
6:15 PM and continue until 
completion, and will be con-
ducted pursuant to the pro-
visions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166.

Jason M Petraitis, 
Chairman

E. Brooke Canada
Vaughn Schlegel 

12/13, 12/20/2024

- legal notices -
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ARIES DELUXE 28 SNOWBLOW-
ER. Electric start, drive fully rebuilt. 
$600 or best offer. 413-426-8092.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING:
OLD COLLECTABLES. 

We are looking to pay cash for pipe 
holders, tobacco tins, advertising tins, 
beer trays, beer taps, beer signs, brass 
figures, etc. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out.
Teestreasures413@gmail.com

Call or text: 
413-374-7388 Marty. 

Located in Western Mass.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library.  

Call  978-799-9096. 
petedon151@live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

2009 NISSAN VERSA. 4-door, 
blue, all-wheel drive. Runs and looks 
new. One owner. 90,000 miles. $6500. 
413-466-4426.

THE TOWN OF OAKHAM is seek-
ing an experienced municipal Trea-
surer/Collector. 15 hours a week, 
negotiable pay based on experience. 
Please send resumes to admin@
oakham-ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD
 HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
ASST. ADULT SERVICES 

LIBRARIAN – P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

OPERATOR I
PUBLIC WORKS 

SKILLED WORKER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application, and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadlines vary. EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting let-
ters of interest from qualified candidates 
to fill a part-time (six hours a week) Ad-
ministrative Assistant position in 
the Town Highway Department. 
Duties include providing customer 
service, handling department’s incom-
ing and outgoing correspondence, 
processing payroll and maintaining 
records. 
The pay rate range for this position is 
$18.16/hour to $26.26/hour
A more in-depth job description can 
be found on the Town’s website: www.
worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by Highway 
Superintendent Devon Wolf - telephone 
number 413-685-5949. Please send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) 
references with relevant contact infor-
mation to: worthingtonhighway@
gmail.com or to Worthington 
Highway Department, PO Box 
643, Worthington, MA, 01098.  
This posting will remain pertinent until 
the position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Miller beer variety
  4. Member of people 

inhabiting Bering 
Sea islands

  9. Stomach
 14. Investment vehicle
 15. Fictional soccer 

coach Ted
 16. Irregular in botanical 

parlance
 17. Cease standing
 18. “American Horror 

Story” actress
 20. Grow milk teeth
 22. Plant parts
 23. Snow house
 24. Most contemptuous
 28. Note to repay
 29. Old English
 30. Wings
 31. Financial institutions
 33. Parks and Lopez 

are two
 37. Mr. T’s “The 

A-Team” character
 38. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 39. Give off 
 41. Semitic alphabet 

letter
 42. Farm state
 43. Actress Sarandon
 44. Back parts
 46. Zoroastrian concept 

of holy fire
 49. Touchdown
 50. One point north of 

due east
 51. Refurbishes
 55. Silver and Dogg 

are two
 58. Former Tigers 

catcher Alex
 59. Type of envelope
 60. Seriously considered
 64. Unhappy
 65. Past (archaic)
 66. Asian wild dog
 67. Old English letter
 68. Young domestic 

sheep
 69. Football players 

need to gain them

 70. Witness

CLUES DOWN
  1. Dormant Peruvian 

volcano
  2. Norwegian composer
  3. Indicates location
  4. Pubs
  5. Unable to walk easily
  6. Electronic warfare-

support measures
  7. World leader
  8. Midsection
  9. Jewish calendar 

month
 10. Urological condition
 11. A small quantity of 

anything
 12. Mountain Time
 13. Affirmative
 19. Word element 

meaning ear
 21. Carried away
 24. Short-billed rails
 25. Newborn child
 26. Sword
 27. Groups of people

 31. Prickly, scrambling 
shrubs

 32. Become less intense
 34. Polishes
 35. Indicates position
 36. Songs sung to one’s 

beloved
 40. The 12th letter of 

the Greek alphabet
 41. Insects
 45. Israeli politician
 47. Pre-digital
 48. Roaming
 52. Ambience
 53. Brew
 54. Late
 56. Make ecstatically 

happy
 57. Semitic alphabet 

letter
 59. Blend
 60. Dash
 61. Self
 62. Exclamation of 

satisfaction
 63. Hill or rocky peak

During the week of Nov. 25-Dec. 1, the 
East Brookfield Police Department re-
sponded to 159 building/property checks, 
69 directed area patrols, eight traffic con-
trols, five radar assignments, nine emer-
gency 911 calls, two citizen assists, one 
assist other agency, one fire, seven com-
plaints, three motor vehicle accidents, one 
vandalism, two investigations, one larce-
ny/theft/shoplifting and 30 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of East Brookfield.

Monday, Nov. 25
2:45 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Written Warning
2:51 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Written Warning
3 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Written Warning
3:04 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Written Warning
3:22 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Written Warning
11:54 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

12:46 p.m. Vandalism, South Pond 
Road, Report Taken

1:43 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-

hicle Operations, East Main Street, Tak-
en/Referred to Other Agency

1:56 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Podunk Road, Transported to Hospital

2:26 p.m. Investigation, Out of Town, 
Officer Handled

Tuesday, Nov. 26
9:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
9:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:02 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 

of Town, Spoken To
10:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-

rington Street, Citation Issued
10:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-

rington Street, Citation Issued
10:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Howe Street, Citation Issued
11:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Shore 

Road, Citation Issued
12:18 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown 

Location, Unknown Outcome
1:02 p.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting, 

East Main Street, Officer Handled
8:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:38 p.m. Safety Hazard, Podunk 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Wednesday, Nov. 27
5:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Flagg Road, Officer Handled
1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
1:13 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-

hicle Operations, East Main Street, Tak-
en/Referred to Other Agency

2:46 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 
Operations, Podunk Road, Negative 
Contact

4:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

7:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation issued

Friday, Nov. 29
1:09 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

Saturday, Nov. 30
11:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Vehicle Towed
5:10 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Spoken To
7:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Harrington Street, Report Taken
9:32 p.m. Investigation, Harrington 

Street, Officer Handled
11:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Podunk Road, Report Taken

Sunday, Dec. 1
1:17 a.m. 911 Fire/Structure, Har-

rington Lane, Extinguished

East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of Dec. 2-9, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 10 building/property 
checks, 11 directed/area patrols, two ra-
dar assignments, three traffic controls, 
four emergency 911 calls, one assist other 
agency, five safety hazards, two motor ve-
hicle accidents and one animal call in the 
town of New Braintree.

Wednesday, Dec. 4
11 a.m. Safety Hazard, Gilbertville 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Thursday, Dec. 5
7:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Gilbertville Road, Vehicle Towed
7:27 a.m. Safety Hazard, Gilbertville 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
7:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

West Brookfield Road, Investigated
8:45 a.m. Safety Hazard, Wine Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Friday, Dec. 6
4:32 a.m. Medical Emergency, Hard-

wick Road, Transported to Hospital
9:08 a.m. Safety Hazard, West 

Brookfield Road, Dispatch Handled
11:37 a.m. Assist Other Agency, West 

Brookfield Road, Dispatch Handled

Sunday, Dec. 8
8:03 a.m. 911 Runaway, Barre Road, 

Report Taken

Monday, Dec. 9
7:23 a.m. Safety Hazard, Dennis 

Whitney Road, Officer Handled

New Braintree Police Log
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9am-9pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

OPEN DEC. 23RD 8AM-9PM
DEC. 24TH 8AM-8PM 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY CLEARANCE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

GIANT TOY  CLEARANCE!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Looking for that Perfect 
Home to Buy or Sell? 

Call me – your local real estate expert.  
Serving Hampshire, Hampden,

Worcester counties and beyond!

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Merry Christmas & 
Happy Holidays from 
all of us at Farmer Matt’s
Wishing you and your loved ones a season full of 
joy, warmth, and delicious meals.
Make the most of this holiday season by signing 
up for our weekly email to receive exclusive 
email-only offers and updates.

FREE PACKAGE OF GROUND BEEF when you 
sign up by the end of the year.

Visit FarmerMatt.com to join today.

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $624,900NEW LISTING – $624,900
50 NUMBER 6 SCHOOLHOUSE RD., CHARLTON 50 NUMBER 6 SCHOOLHOUSE RD., CHARLTON 

Discover the ultimate blend of modern 
luxury and timeless charm in this stunning 
new construction split-level residence 
that is beautifully set back from the road. 
As you step inside, you’ll be greeted by 
a spacious open-concept main level, 
complete with a fully equipped kitchen 
boasting upgraded granite countertops and 
a large island perfect for entertaining or casual dining. The main bedroom 
offers a peaceful retreat, featuring a full bath with a double vanity and a walk-
in tiled shower. The lower level reveals a generous bonus room, showcasing 
a custom-made wet bar, TV, and ample space for a wine fridge. Additional 
features include a generator outlet with lockout.  Don’t miss your chance to 
own this incredible property – schedule a viewing appointment today.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals
Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 

U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins

Always Buying
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands,

Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware,
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates

Gardner Rare Coins
18 Parker Street, Gardner

978-632-7123
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find 
your dream home.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com


