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By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – In 
2010, The towns that run along 
the Quaboag River celebrated 
the 350th anniversary of what 
was known as the Quaboag 
Plantation and then history 
stopped.

Well, no.
The plantation was a large 

region that ran from the west-
ern end of Warren to the bor-
der of Spencer. Eventually, 
the territory would break into 
towns and incorporate sepa-
rately.

The town of West Brook-
field would do so in 1848 which 
means 2023 is the year it ob-
serves the 175th anniversary 
incorporation.

Granted, it does not have 
the ring of a centennial year, 
but one could be forgiven for 

not wanting to ignore it. What 
to do?

Fortunately, West Brook-
field is not without folks who 
have an interest in the past of 
their town.

So, on Dec. 10, Bill Jankins, 
Town Historian, presented “A 
Stroll Through West Brook-
field History.”

Jankins is the man behind 
the Facebook page also titled 
A Stroll Through West Brook-
field History. His knowledge of 
local lore is exhaustive.

The presentation at the Se-
nior Center was preceded by 
a tour of the West Brookfield 
Historical Society Museum 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. with re-
freshments available.

The museum, once the train 
station, contains no dearth of 
town history itself, and Jankins 
was there to discuss the con-

West Brookfield celebrates 175 years since incorporation

Bill Jankins is shown presenting his slideshow “A Stroll Through West Brookfield History.” TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHYSee CELEBRATE   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – In 
what should have been its 23rd 
year, the Christmas in New 
Braintree craft fair returned 

this past Saturday, the first time 
since the start of the pandemic.

“December of 2019 was our 
last one,” volunteer and orga-
nizer Jessica Bennett said. 

This year, there were 30 ven-
dors, with all proceeds from the 

Christmas in New Braintree

Craft fair returns to continue 
20+ year tradition

See CRAFT FAIR  I   PAGE 13

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – San-
ta Claus came to visit Sunday 
morning as there were presents 
to be delivered all over town. 

A busy day was ahead for 
Santa as his reindeer took the 
day off and had to seek a dif-
ferent source of transporta-
tion.

Thanks to the New Brain-
tree Police Department and 

Santa delivers presents in New Braintree

Santa Claus stands alongside Lt. Josh Gagnon of the New Braintree Fire Department.   
TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See SANTA   I   PAGE 2

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Deputy Chief Darin Anderson 
was named North Brookfield’s 
newest fire chief, following the 
retirement of Fire Chief Joseph 
Holway.

At the Dec. 5 meeting, the 
Board of Selectmen expressed 

their gratitude to Holway for 
his years of dedicated service to 
the town and its residents.

“Joey Holway has served 
this town for many years,” 
Board of Selectmen Chair Ja-
son Petraitis said. “As a fire 
chief, as a fireman, and every-
thing in between,” including a 
police sergeant.

Petraitis said according to 
Massachusetts General Law, 

Holway has reached the maxi-
mum age allowed to be a paid 
firefighter, and he asked every-
one in attendance to join him 
in giving Holway a round of 
applause.

Captain David Martin is 
also retiring from the Fire De-
partment.

“He’s been an integral part 
of the Fire Department, in 

Longtime fire chief retires; deputy and assistant move up

See CHIEF   I   PAGE 11

Liam Letendre pulled the winning raffle ticket for the scratch ticket basket while his 
brother Weston held the bucket. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
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the New Braintree Fire Department, Santa 
didn’t have to work alone. For the past four 
years with the help of transportation from 
one of the fire trucks, Santa has been able 
to deliver some early Christmas presents to 
the children of New Braintree. 

This year, the firetruck serving as San-
ta’s sleigh delivered to more than 20 homes 
throughout New Braintree. The truck pulls 
up to your house and delivers a present to 
your front door. 

Joining Santa on the delivery was Lt. 

Josh Gagnon of the New Braintree Fire 
Department. 

Santa enjoyed his time in New Brain-
tree and the town appreciates him and the 
departments for their generous efforts of 
bringing gifts around the town. 

In the spring, the police and fire de-
partment will be working with the Easter 
Bunny around Easter time. Santa in New 
Braintree will continue next Christmas as a 
fun holiday tradition.   

SANTA   I  FROM PAGE 1

The firetruck leaves the Town Hall to begin delivering presents to the children of New Braintree.  TURLEY PHOTO 
BY RYAN DRAGO

Quabbin High lists first quarter honor roll
BARRE – Quabbin Regional High School 

announces the first quarter honor roll.
Grade Nine, High Honors

Madeleine Boisselle, Makenzie Casey, 
Benjamin Darcey, Jack Desjean, Tess Dun-
phy, Anna Hautala, Scarlett Merriman, 
Anna Metcalf, Ella Reeves and Brandan 
Welch.

Grade Nine, Honor Roll
Klavdiya Antonian, Skyler Bard, Carter 

Bassett, Jacob Bassett, Halo Bissonnette, 
James Cook, Isabel Doty, Leah Doucette, 

Brody Faucher, Quinlan Fauteux, Grace Fl-
amand, Alijah Flint, Kathryn Ford, Jacoby 
Hartshorn, Violet Kelley, Sadie Kennan, Jil-
lian LaMontagne, Alisha LaRange, Audrey 
Laursen, Ailey Majoy, Mia Miville, Saman-
tha O’Connor, Owen O’Donnell, Charlotte 
Oliver, Sadie Ouimette, Nahdiya Pena Leary, 
Julia Quintal, Arianna Riendeau, Emma 
Ryan, Kailynn Schuster, Sienna Shaw, Owen 
Twarog, Grace Vanoudenhove, Ellary White 
and Leanna Zou.

Grade 10, High Honors
Aaron Bodine, Micah Cerezo, Kenzie Galla-
gher, Elizabeth Mattheson and Zoe Orella-

na Cadenas.
Grade 10, Honor Roll

Owen Breuer, Tricia Bruso, Troy Budreau, 
Kylee Costello, Mia Ducos, Kalina Dyer, 
Garrett Erickson, Aiden Fuller, Evelyn 
Giese, Ava Gilman, Madeleine Hardy, Ad-
elaide Harmon, Ian Haupt, Emma Kahlau, 
Samuel Kane, Jacob LaValley, Collin Lind-
ley, Madison Lyden, Grace Manna, Hunter 
McQueston, Garrett Pease, Parker Proulx, 
Wesley Sanderson, Allison Sprankle, Made-
lyn Stauder, Cameran Vega, Samantha Ves-
sair, Andrew Warfield, Bianca Wilder, Farah 
Wojcik, Aiden Woodruff and Jin Xi Zou.

Grade 11, High Honors
Kevin Boles, Matthew Erickson, Isabel 

LaBelle, Ethan Salvadore, Irene Stolgitis and 
Jaxon Warburton.

Grade 11, Honor Roll
Alexander Bedard, Kaeliana Boucher, 

Ava Conlee, Teaghan Earle, Adam Faul-
ha, Angelina Feliciano, Ellie Frost, Samuel 
Guertin, Rylee-Anne Harty, Lianna Leger, 
Kun Liu, Vincent Marinelli, Veronika Men-
drek, Alexandra Pease, Ezequiel Santoro, 
Sadie Sheldon, Sydney Slattery, Isabella 
Smith, Richard Tucker and Abigail Ure.

Grade 12, High Honors
Baylee Carcia, Kylie Casey, Sophia Ja-

nuszewski, Grace LaValley, Ally Legare, 
Camryn Orsini, Eleanor Thompson, Mi-
chael Tobin, Benjamin Vasseur, John Waltz 
and Brianna Whitelaw.

Grade 12, Honor Roll
Annabel Audino, Conner Breeds, Brian-

na Caponigro, Evan Cole, Samantha Dube, 
Jadyn Gonzalez, Colin Harmon, Carsyn 
Harty, Emmah Hinckley, Abigail Hughes, 
Jaxon Kelley, Gavin Majoy, Joshua Mar-
cotte Jr, Kelsey Marsh, Emma Masser, Cole 
Morrill, Carlee Rich, Kayla Sherblom, Juli-
anna Stanger, Amy Stauder, Heather Stuart, 
Lillian Swett, Gracie Talbot, Seth Twarog 
and Nicholas Whitelaw.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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WARREN – Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School announced the 
first quarter honor roll for the 2023-
2024 school year.

Grade 12, 1st Honors
Ethan Araujo, Ty Armitage, Cam-

rin Bolduc, Alexandra Cacace, Anto-
nio Congelos, Olivia Dumas, Chloe 
Fredette, Lily Gianfriddo, Cameron 
Giroux, Jason Houle, Ayla Iwaniec, 
Dawson Kelly, Rachel McGrath, Han-
na Nemeroff, Asya Osei-Opoku, Den-
nis Pease, Thomas Robidoux, Kenady 
Sloan, Riley Sloan, Owen Stevens, Hail-
eigh Swistak, Alina Taro and Matthew 
Tiberii.

Grade 12, 2nd Honors
Mason Blount, Aeron B r i d g e s , 

Isabelle Burgess, Zachary Carlson, 
Matthew Carter, Raven Casey, Emily 
Cieslak, Genesis Dembowski, Evelyn 
Doe, Bryce Douglas, Laine Hatstat, 
Christian Judd, Paige Leach, Abigail 
Long, Ryan Miner, Selina Mohamed, 
Isabella Paolucci, Aurora P o w e r s , 
Hunter Regan, Joseph Standrowicz, 
Patrick Toomey and Cole Waz.

Grade 12, 3rd Honors
Lillian Black, Aidan Flood, Kendall 

LaRiviere, Evan Long, Samantha Mar-
tin, Aiden McManaman, Laura Orne, 
Jaden Ostiguy, Dylan Piazzo, Lily Pot-
vin, Adrianna Russell and Alexander 
Russo.

Grade 11, 1st Honors
Isabelle Aberle, Aviendha Andreoli, 

Jacque Boulais, Lila Broadley, Sam-
uel Carrasco, Abigail Jolin, Elise Ko-
pec, Joshua Leaming, Dante Martino, 
Norah McElroy, Erin McGrath, Blake 
Merrill, Matthew Miller, Alessa Parks, 
Nora Pennington-Russell, Norah 
Schwenker, Katelynn Swistak, Sydney 

Tracy, Parker Tunley and Sebastian Vel-
iz-Baldizon.

Grade 11, 2nd Honors
Mackenzie Archambault, Juliette 

Boos, Casyn Carpenter, Allison Dusz-
lak, Michael Enetzelis, Izaiah Flores, 
Lauren Grover, Hailey Hennessey, 
Sadie May, Corah Neilsen, Madison 
Neilsen, Victoria Powell, Joseph Reyn-
olds, Jarrett Shipman, Cristyna Tam-
bolleo, Caydence Tetreault, Richard 
Tracy, Nina Vorobiova, Hart Waz and 
Makenna Williams.

Grade 11, 3rd Honors
Reilly Comptois, Skylar Cook, Dan-

iel Hobart, Brasen Sauriol and Kandace 
Wilcox.

Grade 10, 1st Honors
Juliana Augusto, Kenadi Chenevert, 

Emma Dion, Kadin Dufault, Hayssa 
Freitas, Morgan Lakota, Gianna Lind-
sey, William Lopes, Reece Miner, Ol-
ive Moulton, Madison Sears and Kyle 
Withers.

Grade 10, 2nd Honors
Madic Andreoli, Emma Astrella, 

Madelyn Bagg, Jaylin Bailey, Milo Bie-
dron, Shelby Bridges, Jacob Cacace, 
Megan Cline, Gretchen Conn, Bren-
nan Doe, Madeline Dufresne, Gabri-
ela Feeney, Serenitee Gagnon, Briana 
Hawk, Landon Hogan, Alison Jones, 
Brayden Lopato, Jackson McGarry, 
Kaitlyn Nault, Lilly Nimtz, Camden 
Olivo, Jacob Plante, Madeline Pot-
vin, Madison Schreier, Grace Smart, 
Lennon Smith, Camden Williams and 
Ashton Winders.

Grade 10, 3rd Honors
Saharah Ackerman, Isabelle Bellizzi, 

Isaac Cowher, Evangeline Iwaniec, Lily 
Lancey, Mia Letendre, Jason Read, Ga-
brielle Riendeau, Makayla Savoie, Jack 

Stevens, Matthew Twomey and Elijah 
Wilhelm.

Grade Nine, 1st Honors
Logan Baldwin, Riley Black, Devlyn 

Bridges, Sierra Brote, Ava Cassavant, 
Haylee Dumont, Brielle G e r u l a i t i s, 
Riley Gray, Josephine Hescock, Lucian 
Kerkow, Emma Landine, Lyndie Mill-
er, Kasey Narov, Jonah Phillips, Perse-
phone Piermarini, Breya Sauriol a n d 
Lillian Sturges.

Grade Nine, 2nd Honors
Jennifer Adams, Cameron Bennett, 

Kira Bouchard, Abigail D e g n a n , 
Hunter Dodson, Jade Fontaine, Scott 
Garrand, Tina Hamm, Amarie Marti-
no, Lani  O’Clair, Leo Paquette, Mal-
lory Piazzo, Caden Prinsen, Asher Sar-
gent, Brielle Sullivan, Jasmine White 
and Gavin Williams.

Grade Nine, 3rd Honors
Cameron Aponte, Thomas Bellizzi, 

Sylvia Dube, Alexis Gauthier-Vander-
puye, Aiden Gundlach, Jackson Gun-
dlach, Brianna Hubbel, Patrick Need-
ham, Christian Rudz, Steven Smith and 
Reed Waz.

Grade Eight, 1st Honors
Anthony Araujo, Violet Atwood, 

Jack Beall, Andrew Boudreau, Yesenia 
Carrasco, Cadence Cieslak, Riley Cord-
er, Ayden Laird, Austin Letourneau, 
Nathen Louis, Alyssa Lussier, Bry-
ann Lussier, Isabelle Manzaro, Aydan 
Marsh, Liliana McIsaac, Emma Nault, 
Victoria Paradis, Jonas Rossi, Maeve 
Smith, Connor Snay, Logan Spring, 
Caroline Stevens, Buddy Stocks, Leah 
Thomasian, Jontae Todd and Natalia 
Veliz-Baldizon.

Grade Eight, 2nd Honors
Maci Astrella, Mackenzie Ben-

nett, Travis Bigda, Liam Bray, Lincoln 
Brown, Julisa Carrasco, Allie Cho-
quette, Rolando Galvan, Olivia Hebert, 
Julianna Hibbard, Evelyn Lyon, Rob-
ert Menard, Kourtney Nichols, Lucia 
Norman, Hunter Oldenburg, Hunter 
Pietrzak, Hannah Pytel, Cooper Rose, 
Izaak Santiago, Isabella Santos, Theo-
dore Sexton, William Sexton, Stephanie 
Smith and Maggie Taro.

Grade Eight, 3rd Honors
Harper Bradley, Julie Chenier, 

Ronin Czub, Jazmine O’Clair, Gabriel 
Ortiz, Addison Peloquin, Payton Sch-
reier, Tyler Snow and Emily Tobiasz.

Grade Seven, 1st Honors 
Elaina Amoros, Kayla Barrett, Lou-

is Beauregard, Teagan Bessette, Anna-
belle Bloom, Jaden Boudreau, Lyric 
Bradley, Kamryn Chenevert, Grayson 
Contacos, Igor Costa, Davin Douglas, 
Abigail Landine, Kennah Martino, 
Desmond McElroy, Delaney Merkel, 
Stella Paquette, Travis Pensinger, Julia 
Queiroga, Jonathan Reynolds, Cye-
drin Salcines, Evalina Santos, Maxwell 
Sturges  and Audrey Wilhelm.

Grade Seven, 2nd Honors
Zoey Adams, Shawn Chobot, Peyton 

Damon, Cayden Dupell, Aiden Galar-
neau, Gianni Holland, Brody Kenney, 
Samuel LeClair, Hayden McAnuff, 
Ariah Miller, Logan Parks, Mia Par-
sons, Adelina Petersen, Sage Raba, Arie 
Robbins, Jadynn Stanikmas, Andrew 
Sternowski, Ryder Tunley and Hunter 
Wilk.
Grade Seven, 3rd Honors

Bryce Drolet, Declan Ferguson, Kei-
lynn Grieco, Jayden Jablonski, Makayla 
Towlson and Elle Waz.

Quaboag Regional Middle High School lists honor roll
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CURREN T

I received an email last month from a 
Brimfield resident who reported an ac-
quaintance from Hardwick had a fox spar-
row and pine siskin in his yard recently. 

The fox sparrow is a large sparrow, sev-
en inches. It has rufous sneaking on a gray 
head and back, whitish underparts and 
boldly streaked with brown or rufous. It 
has an irregular central dot on its breast 
and a reddish brown rump and tail. 

These sparrows feed on the ground with 
seeds, fruits and insects making up its diet. 
They often jump forward and back to re-
move debris from the ground to uncover 
food. They come to feeders eating the seeds 
scattered on the ground by other birds.

The female lays four to six light blue, 
green eggs with darker marks in a cupcake 
nest if  grasses, li-
chens and leaves 
lined with grasses, 
fur and rootlets. 
It is placed on the 
ground under a 
small tree or shrub. 
Their song is a se-
ries of clear melo-
dious whistles and 
is more melodic 
than most spar-
rows. 

Loon life span
In the Loon 

Preservation Com-
mittee newsletter, 
they discussed the 
loon life span. 

“How long do 
loons live?” is one 
of the most common questions that LPC 
biologists are asked.

The two oldest known loons in the world 
breed in Michigan, at the Seney Wildlife 
Refuge. They used to be a pair, however, in 
recent years they have gone their separate 
ways. 

The male’s exact age is known because 
he was banded the year that he hatched. 
The female’s exact age is unknown because 
she was banded as an adult, however, we 
know her minimum age. This summer, the 
female was at least 37 years old, while the 
male turned 36 years old. 

New Hampshire has a male loon who 
was banded as an adult in 2000, making 
him at least 26 years old In addition to 

his advanced age, he has another claim to 
fame: he is the only loon, so far, in New 
Hampshire that has produced chicks after 
surviving lead poisoning. 

The oldest known loon in New Hamp-
shire is a female, who occupies a territo-
ry on Lake Umbagog. She was originally 
banded as an adult in 1993. Because she 
was banded as an adult, we don’t know her 
exact age. 

We only know for sure that she was at 
least 3 years old in 1993. However, loons 
don’t hatch chicks, on average until they are 
6 years old, and this loon hatched chicks 
the year she was banded. That means she 
was likely 6 years old or older in 1993. She 
is at minimum 33 years old, but more likely 
36 or older.  

Decrease in bird 
activity

I received an 
email from a man 
who said this year 
he has a very no-
ticeable decrease 
in bird popula-
tion. 

He reports he 
has a male and fe-
male bobcat and 
squirrels, rabbits 
and chipmunks 
have disappeared. 

He said, “may-
be that’s part of 
it.” He said he 
started to leave 
one feeder out 
overnight testing 

to see if  there are still bears about. 
Here’s hoping they have all gone into 

hibernation.
Bird club

A Brimfield resident emailed, “On Nov. 
30 I took part in a project for the bird club 
and afterwards we 

went to Forest Park in Springfield and 
saw a black duck, a chilly looking great 
blue heron, a hermit thrush and several 
golden-crowned kinglets.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

I was taking a walk in my yard along the 
wood line and came across the tiniest holly 
plant I have ever seen.  

I got so excited that I snapped a picture and 
sent it to my husband. When we bought this 
house, we inherited a twenty foot tall, pyramid 
shaped holly bush-tree.  

It fruits almost every year. While this year’s 
berry show is mediocre, the year prior was out-
standing!  

The birds must have dined on some of the 
red berries awhile back and planted them for 
me resulting in this photo opportunity. I got to 
thinking about what needed to happen for holly 
seeds to germinate in the first place. 

Read on for a bit of a botany lesson on a 
beloved holiday plant.

American Holly (Ilex opaca) are native 
plants and dioecious, meaning there are male 
plants and female plants. In the home land-
scape you need one of each nearby for berry 
production; in natural conditions this typically 
happens on its own.  

One of my neighbors must have a male so 
that I end up with berries. The tiny white flow-
ers on my holly bush-tree usually come in such 
abundance that you hear the buzzing a good 
distance from the plant.  

I get excited about that, too!  
It is said that less than 5% of the world’s 

plants are dioecious. Others well-known and 
ironically, also holiday plants, include a cousin 
of the American Holly, Winterberry (Ilex verti-
cillata) and Bayberry (Myrica pennsylvanica).

If you would like to try and get some holly 
seeds to germinate, first you need to pick the 
berries and squish them to get the seeds out. 
This becomes a little easier after the seeds have 
sat awhile; mixing them with water also helps.  

Once the seeds are separated from the skin, 
they need to go through a pretreatment. Not an 
actual sowing, but a time of waiting whereby 
the seed coat can break down.  

Mix the seed with sand and compost and 
let it sit outside for the summer and through 
the following winter, totaling about eighteen 
months. It’s a good idea to protect this mixture 
from mice who would find the seeds delectable.  

As the seed coat breaks down, water can be 
absorbed, and the germination process begins.  

Take a look at the seeds and if  you see a root 
emerging, it’s time to plant them in pots. Young 
holly seedlings do not like to be disturbed, so 
for that reason the seeds are planted individual-
ly, one per 3-4-inch pot. 

Keep the pots outside and water as needed. 
During the growing season the plants could 

put on up to seven inches of growth, and by 
fall, could use a new, bigger pot. Transplant 
carefully, allowing the plant to grow for anoth-
er season before finally planting in its perma-
nent location. 

American Holly can thrive in varying expo-
sures from sun to shade. It is tolerant of heat 
and cold, but prefers somewhat acid soil and 
most soils other than clay.  

This is a fun experiment that may encourage 
you to try your hand at germinating the seeds 
of other native trees or shrubs. Similar instruc-
tions apply!  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

      

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Experiment with 
American Holly seeds

Fox sparrow
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SCAN TO 
PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
ORDER ➤

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4 • Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3
SALE DATES: 12/14/23 - 12/20/23 • OPEN 12/24 8AM-1PM

RIBEYE FOR 
STANDING ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP.

FULLY COOKED 
MEATBALLS 5 LB ...................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

U PICK COOKED SHRIMP 
21/25, 26/30, 31/40 CT, 2 LB BAG ........ ea

$1199

CUT 
FREE

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$989
lb

$888
lb

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HOTEL TURKEY BREAST .....
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CAPONS ................................

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$499
lb

$1299
ea

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ........

$599
lb

USDA INSP.
ASSORTED VARIETIES 

ALI MAGS SPRING ROLLS .. ea
$499

AMERICAN
LAMB LEGS

IMPORTED
LAMB RACKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$1599
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT 
FREE

99¢
lb

$599
lb

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLEGIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

$399
lb

HOLIDAY FAVORITES
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE

HOLIDAY ROAST
BONELESS PORK LOIN
STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES .....

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP.

KAYEM BUDDA BALL 
BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM .........................

$244
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC $144

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HATFIELD OLDTIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTIONS .............

lb
$349

lb99¢

$129
lb

HOLIDAY HAMS USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ............... $199
lb

330000  TTAABBLLEESS  

99--55  SSAATT  
99--33  SSUUNN  

T 

 SALE OF HANDGUNS GUNS -  RIFLES   
SHOTGUNS - ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE 

FIREARMS-AMMO-MILITARIA-BOOKS-PARTS     

FFRREEEE  PPAARRKKIINNGG  
INFORMATION AND LARGER ADMISSION 

DISCOUNTS GO TO: 

northeastgunshows.com 
 

FFIIRREEAARRMM  &&  KKNNIIFFEE      
SSHHOOWW  &&  SSAALLEE                                                

  

SSTTUURRBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  MMAA  
ST UR BRI DGE HOST  HOT EL &  C ONF.  CE NT ER  

36 6 M AI N ST REET ,  ST UR BRI DGE ,  M A.  

$1 OFF ADMISSION WITH AD             
CCHHIILLDDRREENN  UUNNDDEERR  1122  FFRREEEE     

AAMMMMOO--HHAANNDDGGUUNNSS--RRIIFFLLEESS--SSHHOOTTGGUUNNSS  

CCUUSSTTOOMM  
KKNNIIVVEESS  

 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Staff at Otto Florist & Gifts have wrapped 
up another successful year of the Roses for Rescue 
fundraiser to benefit local animal shelters.

Owner Michele Lariviere said this year’s fundraiser, 
which was held in October, sold out for the first time 
since the pandemic, helping to raise crucial funds for 
BARC (Belchertown Animal Relief Committee) and 
Second Chance Animal Services.

“I just want to give a big thank you to all who do-
nated to support Roses for Rescue, to help our local 
animal shelters,” Lariviere said.

Since 2017, Otto Florist & Gifts has held Roses for 
Rescue, offering a dozen high-quality roses for $15. 
Prior to that, from 2001-2015, the rose sale was called 
the Shirley Batsie Memorial Rose Sale benefiting 
Mary Lane Hospital’s cancer services.

The Shirley Batsie Memorial Rose Sale raised over 
a quarter of a million dollars.

This year’s fundraiser also resulted in a very gener-
ous donation tied in with the rose sale, after one busi-
ness purchased 35 dozen roses and donated them to 
residents at Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Care 
Center in West Brookfield.

Lariviere and her staff arranged the roses in vases 
that people had donated to Otto Florist & Gifts, and 
presented them to the residents.

“It brightened up the whole nursing home,” Lariv-
iere said. “It was so beautiful.”

The residents of Quaboag Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Care Center had a surprise in store for the Otto 
Florist & Gifts staff when they received their roses; 
having baked homemade dog treats to give to all the 
animals in the shelters who are still waiting to go to 
their forever homes.

“They were our superstars for the day,” Lariviere 
said of the residents, adding that their gesture was a 
“beautiful, heartwarming thing.”

Many people in the community also purchased ros-
es in groups of 10 dozen or more, which gave them 
free, local delivery. These roses were delivered to fam-
ily and friends, bringing smiles to the faces of all who 

received them.
Lariviere thanked everyone for continuing to sup-

port the Roses for Rescue fundraiser, and helping pets 
in need.

“Everybody needs a helping hand, including our 
local shelters,” she said.

For more information about next year’s 
Roses for Rescue fundraiser and how you 
can help, call Otto Florist & Gifts at 413-
967-5381 or visit www.ottoflorist.com.

 

Roses for Rescue

Annual fundraiser benefits local shelters

Staff at BARC (Belchertown Animal Relief Committee) accepted a check 
from Otto Florist & Gifts owner Michele Lariviere. 

Michele Lariviere, owner of Otto Florist & Gifts (center), delivered ar-
ranged roses to BARC (Belchertown Animal Relief Committee) for the 
annual Roses for Rescue fundraiser. Proceeds from the fundraiser were 
donated to BARC and Second Chance Animal Services. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The staff at Otto Florist & Gifts held another successful Roses for Res-
cue fundraiser, helping animals in local shelters.

Residents at Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Care Center in West Brookfield re-
ceived 35 dozen roses and in turn, baked homemade dog treats for animals at the 
shelters.

Second Chance Animal Services accepted a check from 
the Roses for Rescue fundraiser.
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Happy Holidays
from

Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency!

 

Attn: Bell & Hudson Customers

Closed December 25 and January 1

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency – TWO Locations!

19 N. Main Street 15 Central Street
Belchertown, MA 01007 West Brookfield, MA 01585
(413) 323-9611 (508) 867-4646

www . b e l l a n d h u d s o n . c om

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

www.turley.com

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

$38,000 in grants to be awarded to 
community organizations  

AUBURN – The Webster Five Foundation enters 
the season of giving with funding for nine Worcester 
County based organizations. 

Combined, these nonprofits will receive up to 
$38,000 in grants from the Foundation to further their 
missions.  

The Foundation is committed to supporting non-
profit organizations or programs that support expand-
ing or improving access to education, culture and the 
arts, social services, charitable activities, and commu-
nity development. The Foundation awards funds on 
a quarterly basis and has fulfilled 54 grant requests, 
totaling $246,500, in 2023 alone. 

In this grant cycle, the Webster Five Foundation 
awarded funding to the following organizations: 

Venture Community Services: $1,000 and a match 
of up to $1,000 to support Peltask, which is a digi-
tal medication administration tool aiming to reduce 
medication errors and increase efficiency of deliver-
ing medication and to ensure complete compliance 
with the Department of Public Health Requirements. 
Venture Community Services, headquartered in Stur-
bridge, provides support to individuals facing diverse 
challenges through a compassionate and dedicated 
workforce using innovative practices that encourage 
independence, empowerment, and opportunity. 

 Boys and Girls Club of Webster-Dudley: $5,000 to 
support its Evening Teens Program to help members 
with job-readiness skills, leadership opportunities, and 
academic support through the related programming. 
The Club is a licensed after-school program providing 
year-round care for kids ages 5-13 in a safe, caring, 
supportive environment.  

Boys and Girls Club of Worcester: $2,500 for the 
Club’s eSports programming for club members. All 
Club programs are based on a youth development 
model that builds self-esteem and offers a sense of be-
longing, competence, and influence. 

Open Door Arts: $1,000 to support the Open Door 
Gallery at the Worcester Art Museum and the related 
programming associated with the gallery. Open Door 
Arts works annually with more than 2,000 students, 
teaching artists, educators, and leaders of cultural or-
ganizations through innovative and inclusive program-
ming designed to improve access and ensure equitable 

representation by people with disabilities in the arts.
Open Sky Community Services, Inc.: $15,000 for 

Open Sky’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belong-
ing Champions capacity building project. Open Sky 
has served Central Massachusetts and the communi-
ties of the Greater Worcester region for 50 years and 
offers over 100 health services/programs serving 5,000 
individuals with complex health challenges per year. 

Quinsigamond Community College Foundation: 
$4,000 to support its Student Emergency Aid Pro-
gram, which is a lifeline that helps low-income, at-risk 
students with emergency expenses for basic needs so 
they can stay in college and obtain a post-secondary 
degree or certification, and ultimately, family-sustain-
ing wages. The QCC Foundation is an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit organization working to enhance opportu-

nities for over 7,000 students. 
Rachel’s Table: $2,500 for its Children’s Milk Fund. 

The mission of Rachel’s Table is to end hunger in the 
Worcester area and to prevent the waste of excess nu-
tritious food. Their vision is a community where no 
one goes hungry, and excess food is utilized to its full-
est potential, benefiting those in need. 

VNA Care Network: $1,000 to support the orga-
nization’s Removing Barriers: Nursing and Medical 
Social Work Case Management programming. VNA 
Care provides home health, palliative, and hospice 
care to individuals and families in their own homes.   

Worcester County Horticultural Society (New En-
gland Botanic Garden): $5,000 to help fund the orga-
nization’s general education initiatives. The mission of 
New England Botanic Garden is to engage the local 
community and create experiences with plants that in-
spire people and improve the world.  

“At Webster Five, we celebrate the role that local 
nonprofits play in creating positive change in our com-
munities,” said Don Doyle, president/CEO, Webster 
Five in a press release. “We’re thrilled to contribute 
to their efforts through the Webster Five Foundation, 
empowering them to continue making a difference in 
Worcester County.” 

Since its inception in 1996, the Webster Five Foun-
dation has awarded $3,900,508 to 292 organizations. 
The next round of grant recipients will be awarded in 
January of 2024. 

Open Sky Community Services’ CARE team received $15,000 from the Webster Five Foundation to support the organization’s Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion, and Belonging Champions capacity building project. From left, Ken Bate, CEO; Liz Olivera-Mustard, senior vice president of Quality & 
Compliance; Amy Kukta, director of Health Information Management & Privacy; Stephen Osei-Bonsu, director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging; Jennifer Galbraith, director of Quality; Lori Girard, AFC South Division director; Moses Osagie, interim program coordinator; Jessica Reid, 
assistant program director; Maria Caicedo, clinician; and James Castell, care coordinator.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Webster Five Foundation gives local nonprofits a boost
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$49999$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$69999

$49999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 9am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$64999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Vizio .....................$259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$269.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$379.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$329.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$699.99

(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung..............$999.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$24999

CHRISTMAS SALE!
SNOWBLOWERSGIANT TOY DEPT!

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

SNOW IS COMING...
BE READY!

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

BIKES HUGE
SELECTION!

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

TOY
CLEARANCE!

SPENCER – The Exchange Club of Spencer re-
cently hosted its second annual Reality Fair to pro-
mote financial literacy for students at David Prouty 
High School. 

Students enthusiastically participated in educa-
tional activities related to the financial reality of the 
cost of living.  The program gives students a glimpse 
of managing a budget based upon career choice and 
allows them the freedom to make smart, economical 
choices in various categories such as housing, trans-
portation, self-care, clothing, food and more.  

Administering the program on the day of the event 
were David Prouty High School teachers and admin-
istrators as well as volunteers from Cornerstone Bank 
and the Exchange Club of Spencer. It was a great 
hands-on event providing much useful information to 
the students.

 Sponsors included FLEXcon, Cornerstone Bank 
and A. Arsenault & Sons Landscaping. 

Exchange Club hosted Reality Fair for high school students

David Prouty High Schol students unlocking financial literacy at the Ex-
change Club’s Reality Fair.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Exchange Club member and program emcee Jeff Sauvageau (left) is 
shown counseling a Reality Fair participant. 

Exchange Club member Arnie Arsenault (center) helped students navi-
gate reality and instilling financial wisdom.

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The Haston Free 
Public Library will be offering a “Feliz Naviduck-
ie” soap making workshop for children ages 8+ 
on Saturday, Dec. 16 from 10-11 a.m., hosted by 
Gariné Arakelian of Kulina Folk Arts. 

This event is free to attend. 
Participants will get to make their own soap cre-

ations using glycerin based soap and adding colors 
and scents, topped with an adorable festive rubber 
ducky. These are perfect to give as gifts (or to keep 
for yourself). 

Children must be 8 or older to participate and 
must be accompanied by an adult. No admission 
will be allowed after initial instructions are given, 

due to safety reasons. 
Although this is primarily a children’s work-

shop, adults are encouraged to sign up too.
Arakelian has developed youth art programs for 

the Worcester and Fitchburg art museums, and the 
Worcester Center for Crafts. She hosts many differ-
ent creative workshops in the area including soap 
and candle making, painting, paper crafts, and skin 
care. 

To register for this event, please call the library 
at 508-867-0208 or email Youth Services Librari-
an Brianna Lamb at blamb@cwmars.org. Space is 
limited.

Library to hold ‘Feliz Naviduckie’ soap making workshop

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr. 
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU  

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – After a year in the mak-
ing, Tombstone Trading Company, Inc. 
opened the doors to its new location at 
126 West Main St., this past Saturday.

A crowd of eager customers, state 
and local officials, friends and family 
gathered to celebrate the occasion, and 
tour the newly renovated building that 
is fully stocked with all of your firearms 
needs.

“I’m absolutely blown away by the 
support,” David Bourdeau, president of 
Tombstone Trading Company, Inc. said 
at the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Last year, Bourdeau announced that 
Tombstone Trading Company, Inc. 
would be relocating from Brookfield to 
Ware, where both Bourdeau and Vice 
President of Operations Jason Turcotte 
reside. He said it took them two years to 
find just the right location. 

“When this opened up, it seemed to 
click,” he said of the West Main Street 
site.

Bourdeau said he first started Tomb-
stone Trading Company, Inc. in 1994 as 
a firearms training company, and be-
came a full-service gun shop in 2002 in 
Brookfield. 

“I got my Federal Firearms License 
and started the business more or less 
as a hobby,” Bourdeau said, above his 
longtime company Richard’s Furniture, 
which he ran for over 30 years. Around 
2004, Bourdeau decided to go into the 
firearms business full-time and close his 
furniture store.

Turcotte also joined the firearms in-
dustry after owning and operating his 
own business, a website design company.

He started going to gun shows and 
eventually approached Bourdeau about 
becoming the store’s manager, a role he 
took on in 2016.

“Since then, the two of us have 
worked hard,” Turcotte said. Together 
they have brought Tombstone Trading 
Company, Inc. into the top nine gun 
stores, competing with some of the big 
chain stores. 

Turcotte is also a trainer at Tomb-
stone Trading Company, Inc., and he 
said there are over 600,000 people with 

gun licenses in the commonwealth, with 
a higher concentration in this region.

Training is of the utmost importance 
for Turcotte and Bourdeau, with Tomb-
stone Trading Company, Inc. offering 
an approved firearms safety class, in ad-
dition to other classes, based on interest 
and availability of instructors. 

“We started as a training company,” 

Bourdeau said. “It’s the most important 
thing.”

Turcotte said in over 20 years, the 
instructors have put “thousands and 
thousands” of people through firearms 
classes. 

“You have to understand that fire-
arms are a passion,” Bourdeau said.

People from all walks of life share 
that same pas-
sion Bourdeau 
and Turcotte 
said, regard-
less of polit-
ical, social 
and economic 
backgrounds, 
with all sup-
porting 2nd 
Amendment 

rights. 
“The [gun] laws are in political con-

text, not the people,” Bourdeau said. 
“Not everyone is in a box.” 

On its opening day, customers 
browsed Tombstone Trading Company, 
Inc.’s expansive supply of firearms, am-
munition and accessories, ranging from 
black powder to fully automatic.

“We wanted a shop that offered ev-
erything,” Bourdeau said. “There’s 
something for everyone.”

Tombstone Trading Company, Inc. 
even has a broad selection of military 
and collectible firearms, dating back to 
the days of early militia.

“We’ve had Revolutionary War guns 
that came through the building,” Tur-
cotte said. “Many if  not most of these 
firearms have seen action,” he added, 
pointing to the back wall.

Bourdeau said he hopes to someday 
own a single action Army revolver that 
was owned by a famous historical per-
son (perhaps Wyatt Earp).

Turcotte said he already owns his fa-
vorite historic gun, a 1911 pistol made 
in 1913 and used in the Battle of the 
Bulge. Thinking about what this gun 
saw in battle gives him goosebumps, 
Turcotte said.

In the season of giving, Tombstone 
Trading Company, Inc. is looking to 
support the town’s emergency respond-
ers, with a raffle to be drawn before 
Christmas. Four guns donated by the 
company will be raffled off, with pro-
ceeds to be divided between the Ware 
Police and Fire departments. 

Raffle tickets are available at Tomb-
stone Trading Company, Inc. during 
open hours.

“We truly want to be stewards of the 
community,” Turcotte said. 

Both Bourdeau and Turcotte thanked 
town officials for making the transition 
smooth

“The support has been phenomenal,” 
Bourdeau said. “From Town Hall to the 
Water Department, everybody made us 
feel tremendously welcome.” 

Turcotte said all of the department 
heads they worked with were quick with 
a response to any question they had. 

“The town has been absolutely amaz-
ing,” Turcotte said.

About Tombstone Trading Company, 
Inc.

Tombstone Trading Company, Inc. is 
open Tuesday through Friday from 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. For the holiday shopping season, 
they will also be open on Sunday, Dec. 
17 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

For more information, people may 
visit tombstonetrading.com, call 508-
867-6800, email shop@tombstonetrad-
ing.com or follow them on Facebook. 

Tombstone Trading Company celebrates grand opening

Jason Turcotte (left), vice president of operations and David Bourdeau, president of Tombstone Trading Com-
pany, Inc. cut the ribbon at their new location at 126 West Main St. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Tombstone Trading Company, Inc. has moved into the newly renovated space at 126 West Main Street (Route 9).

Ware Police Chief Shawn Crevier, state Reps. Donnie Berthiaume and Todd Smola and state Sen. Peter Durant 
listen as David Bourdeau speaks to those in attendance at the grand opening of Tombstone Trading Company, 
Inc. 
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FISKDALE – Last Friday night, Holyoke boys 
basketball traveled to Central Mass. to face Tantasqua 
in an independent matchup. The Knights led early and 
came away with a 57-47 win. Tantasqua challenged the 
lead on a few occasions, but were never able to get any 
sustained momentum throughout the matchup. The 
Warriors were led by Sam Pieczynski with 13 points. 
Colm McGrath had 11 points for the Warriors as well.

Warriors fall in season opener to Holyoke

Colm McGrath holds the ball high as he is guarded closely. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Jack Repose makes a three-point attempt. Sam Pieczynski attempts to get the layup.

James Sciaraffa looks to move the ball under tight coverage.

Max Cohen tries to bring in the rebound.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE – For only the sixth 
time during the past 32 years, 
the Quabbin boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team didn’t qualify for 
the postseason tournament. 

With only one senior and 
seven juniors listed on this 

Panthers 
look for 
return to 
tournament

Quinn Geary drives to the hoop. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY

See PANTHERS   I   PAGE 10

Pioneers pick up season-opener victory
SPRINGFIELD – Last Thurs-

day night, Pathfinder was aggres-
sive early on and was able to score 
a win over Pioneer Valley Chris-
tian School 58-46 in the season 
opener for both teams. The Pio-
neers remained on the road facing 
Mt. Everett earlier this week and 
host Ludlow in its home opener 
this Friday evening at 7 p.m.

Richie Gula reaches up to try and bring in a rebound. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREG-
ORY A. SCIBELLI

Adam Slonker takes a shot. Hunter Griswold takes a free throw in the 
first quarter.

Following a defensive re-
bound, Adrian Moskovitz 
sprints down the court.

Seth Mitchell looks to get around an opponent and head for the 
hoop.
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year’s varsity roster, the Panthers are 
still in the regeneration process.

“This is the youngest basketball team 
that I’ve coached since the 2003-04 sea-
son,” said Quabbin head coach Dennis 
Dextradeur. “We struggled that season, 
but we did win the Clark Tournament 
title and advanced to the semifinals of 
the Central Mass. Division 1 tourna-
ment in 2005. We just need to be very 
patient with this group of players.”    

The Panthers graduated five players 
from last year’s team, which finished 
with a 4-16 overall record. They are Will 
Hood, Tyler Clark, Mark Halaby, Kyle 
Vander Baan, and Aidan Welch. 

According to Dextradeur, the rami-
fications of the COVID 19 pandemic is 
still impacting his squad.

“The pandemic years without a pro-
gram and facilities really set us back in a 
devasting way,” he said. “We are dealing 
with the repercussions and results now. 
We didn’t have a middle school program 
or a youth program for two years.”    

Under the direction of Tim Hay, 
who’s one of the 1,000 point scorers in 
the history of the Quabbin boys’ basket-
ball team, the Quabbin Youth Basket-
ball League is in the rebuilding process. 
The program has more than 300 partic-
ipants this year. 

“Tim Hay has done an outstanding 
job of rebuilding the youth basketball 
program, which is our feeder system,” 

Dextradeur said. “We have more than 
300 players playing in the league this 
year. We’re hoping to get back to where 
we were before the pandemic started. 
We do have a great group of kids on the 
varsity basketball team.”     

The Panthers lone senior on the var-
sity roster is Nick Whitelaw, who’s a for-

ward. 
“Nick is an outstanding defensive 

player,” Dextradeur said. “He moves 
up and down the court very well. He’s 
someone that the younger basketball 
players should watch during our games. 
He gets the most out of his ability.”  

The seven juniors are Kyle Clark, 
Quinn Geary, Frederick Jenoure, Luke 
Salvadore, Zeke Santoro, Bryce Venne, 
and Jaxon Warburton. 

Whitelaw and Geary, who’s a guard, 
were chosen as the Panthers co-cap-
tains. The duo are also returning varsity 
players.  

“Naming the team captain was a 
community wide decision,” Dextradeur 
said. “You can pick your captains, but 
you can’t choose your leaders. Nick and 
Quin are our two leaders this year.”

Geary, who’s the only returning start-
er, was the Panthers leading scorer last 
season. He averaged nine points per 
game.

Clark, who’s a power forward, is an-
other returning varsity player.

Rounding out the Panthers varsi-
ty roster are freshman Jacoby Dilling, 
who’s a returning varsity player, and 
eighth grader Brady Patchen. 

“Jacoby and Brady are the only 
eighth graders to play for the varsity 
team during my coaching career,” Dex-
tradeur said. “They’re learning how 
to compete at this level from the older 
players.”      

Dextradeur coached Patchen’s fa-
ther, Harley, at the AAU level. He was 
a 1,000 point scorer at North Brookfield 
High School.  

“Brady has a basketball mind and 
great instincts,” Dextradeur said. “What 
we need to do is slow down the game for 
him. He has a very bright future.”    

The Panthers are a member of the 
Mid-Wach C League, along with Hud-
son, Maynard, Tyngsborough, Clinton, 
Littleton, and Gardner. 

“All of the top teams in our league 
are returning their best players this sea-
son,” Dextradeur said. “We’re still in the 
rebuilding process, but we’ll be trying to 
improve in every game. We’re also hop-
ing to qualify for the postseason tour-
nament.”  

The Panthers, who haven’t won a 
league title since 2020, are scheduled to 
play three games this week. 

The season began with a home con-
test with Murdock on Monday night. 
After playing at Narragansett Regional 
on Wednesday night, the Panthers will 
be returning home to battle Hudson 
High School on Friday night.

The members of the Panthers coach-
ing staff are Jason Ayer, who’s an asso-
ciate varsity coach, Eli Sulmasy, who’s 
the j.v. coach, and Nick Farrell, who 
coaches the middle school boys team.

PANTHERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Kyle Clark a force under the basket. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY

Jacoby Dilling with a hard-earned layup.

Luke Salvadore with a left-handed layup.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – December has arrived in 
the 2023-2024 candlepin bowling season 
at Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes.

The Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
has had momentum shifts happening so 
far in round two of their league. As of 
Nov. 28, Life is Good ranks #1 with a 
7-1 record. 

This past week, Life is Good bowled 
against Last in Line who is currently 
tied for fourth place in the 2nd round. 
In game one, Last in Line won a close 
game 333-329. In game two, Life is 
Good turned the tides by dominating 
game two 380-340. 

Jeff Knight of Life is Good was over 
his average by bowling 106. Paul Cyr led 
the team confidently by scoring 122. 

In game three, the two teams tied at 
338 and received one point each. Life is 
Good won total pinfall by a final score 
of 1047-1011.

Blue B’s bowled against Champs R 
Here. In game one, The Champs were 
victorious by a score of 389-374. In 
game two, The Champs won again 385-
371. In game three, The Champs won 
404-381 for the sweep. John Colkos of 
the Champs had a strong finish by scor-
ing 121. 

The Champs R Here won total pin-
fall by a final score of 1178-1126. 

Team BK bowled against the 1st 
round winning team, Compression. In 
game one, Compression bowled well 
and took the first game 383-335. In 
game two, BK rebounded with a win 
of their own by a score of 376-315. In 
game three, BK managed to win the last 
game 372-354. 

BK won total pinfall with a final 
score of 1083-1052. 

Acres bowled against their average 
and won two out of three games. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
The Thursday Night Mixed League 

witnessed a momentum shift as one 
team took over the #1 spot as of Nov. 
30. 

Team Six is the current leader with a 
record of 29-19 and is 1.5 points ahead 
of Team One. Team Three was the team 
to bowl Team One this past Thursday 
night. In game one, Team Three was 
victorious by a score of 403-399. 

In game two, Team One came back 
with a win 415-383. In game three, 
Team Three won the last game of the 
night 408-386.

Team One took total pinfall by a fi-
nal score of 1200-1194. Each team re-
ceived two points.

Team Five bowled against Team Two 
as both teams were trying to move up 
in the ranks before the conclusion of 
round one. In game one, Team Two was 

the winner in a close game 383-377. In 
game two, Team Five managed to come 
up with a close win 399-396. In game 
three, Team Two had a strong last game 
and won 448-412. Team Two took 3 out 
of 4 points as they won total pinfall 
1227-1188. 

Team Four bowled against the #1 
seed Team Six. In game one, Team Six 
had a strong showing as they won 438-
409. The first game victory was thanks 
to anchor bowler Ron who bowled 113, 
28 pins over his current league average 
(85). 

In game two, Team Six won a close 
game against Team Four, 429-428. In 
game three, Team Four won the last 
game of the night 426-402.

Team Six won total pinfall 1269-
1263.  

Candlepin League News
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mimic
  4. Payroll firm
  7. Perform in a play
 10. Opine: __ 

philosophical
 11. Crony
 12. Political action 

committee
 13. 1991 Wimbledon 

winner
 15. Affirmative
 16. Exclamation of 

disgust
 19. Action of 

connecting
 21. A way to calm
 23. Especially fine 

or decorative 
clothing

 24. Walked proudly
 25. Group of people 

related through 
male heir

 26. Supplemented 
with difficulty

 27. Soft touch
 30. Erases

 34. Spanish river 
 35. A princess can 

detect it
 36. Clouds of gas
 41. A way to get 

through
 45. Part of a book
 46. Southwestern 

US state
 47. Fields where rice 

is grown
 50. Area in Ghana
 54. Sayings
 55. Involve deeply
 56. Compels to act
 57. “Ignore all rules”
 59. Indoor 

entertainment 
space

 60. Born  of
 61. Back muscle
 62. Sea dweller
 63. Tools that 

resemble an axe
 64. Prefix denoting 

class or kind
 65. Tooth caregiver

CLUES DOWN
  1. Inspiring
  2. Put into a box
  3. Breathes out
  4. Pacify
  5. Patriotic society 

for women
  6. Fell down
  7. Clothing
  8. Dishwasher 

detergent brand
  9. Former French 

republic
 13. Single lens 

reflex
 14. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 17. Consumed
 18. Marry
 20. __ up: 

intensifies
 22. Body of water
 27. People of 

southern Benin
 28. Decorate a cake 

with frosting
 29. Snag
 31. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)
  32. Records brain 

activity (abbr.)
 33. Car mechanics 

group
 37. Brought up to 

snuff
 38. __ faire: 

Economic 
approach

 39. Phil __, former 
CIA

 40. Affixed
 41. Period of 

adolescence
 42. Substance
 43. Danced
 44. Baked without 

its shell
 47. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 48. Satisfaction
 49. Balkans river
 51. Christmas carols
 52. Partner to tonic
 53. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 58. Swiss river

particular in training,” Petraitis said of 
Martin, who is staying on as an unpaid 
volunteer to continue assisting with 
training. 

“They’ve served well, and they’ve 
served a long time,” Petraitis said.

Holway said he recommended pro-
moting Anderson to fill his position, 
with current Assistant Chief Keith 
Marshall then becoming the new Depu-
ty Chief. Holway said the assistant chief  
position will be filled at a later date.

Holway said Anderson and Marshall 
are both qualified and familiar with the 
community. 

“I think Darin is a good candidate,” 
Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair John 
Tripp said. “He’s been doing a lot of 
training, and I know he’s been under 
your wing for quite a few years, and I 
know Keith has been with you guys 
also…and the rest of the crew is phe-
nomenal.”

Tripp said he was sorry to see Hol-
way retire.

“I just want to thank everybody,” 
Holway said. “It’s been a ride. I loved 
every minute of it and everybody that I 
worked with. My whole life’s been doing 
this, with my dad and everybody…and 
you guys just make it all worthwhile. 
There’s 30 individuals here that will 
stand behind these new guys as a fam-
ily – they always will. I’m real proud of 
every single one of them.”

Holway thanked everyone in atten-
dance for allowing him to serve as fire 
chief. 

“It’s been just unbelievably wonder-
ful,” he said of the experience. 

Holway thanked the Board for sup-
porting the new Fire Department build-
ing and renovation of the existing one, 
which he said has been an ongoing proj-
ect since two fire chiefs before. 

“Jimmy Black, Brad Gannon…we’ve 
been trying to do this for a long time,” 
Holway said of the building projects. 
“That’s a really great accomplishment.”

ARPA recommendations
Petraitis said at the American Res-

cue Plan Act Committee’s meeting on 
Nov. 29 the committee made the fol-
lowing spending recommendations for 
repairs at the Haston Free Public Li-
brary: $13,960 for two dual temperature 
pumps for the HVAC system, including 
installation of new pumps, salvage of 
existing pumps and system monitor-
ing and calibration; and $1,795 for two 
condensate mini pumps for the HVAC 
system. 

Selectmen voted in favor of approv-
ing the recommendations. 

Resident Joanne Carey asked the Se-
lectmen to rescind their Oct. 24 approv-
al of an additional $100,000 in ARPA 
funding to go toward hiring a town ad-
ministrator. Carey said the money could 
be spent on water and broadband infra-
structure instead. 

Carey said using ARPA for a town 
administrator was a “misuse” of the 
funds. 

Carey said the town could share a 
town administrator with another town, 
which would reduce the salary by half.

Petraitis said the Board would take 
Carey’s concerns under advisement.

Broadband letter
Petraitis read a letter of support from 

the Board of Selectmen to the Massa-
chusetts Broadband Institute, regarding 
Verizon’s application for the Broadband 
Infrastructure Gap Network’s grant 
program.

“We’re pleased that Verizon plans to 
expand their fiber optic network and 
facilitate broadband for unserved and 
underserved residents and businesses in 
North Brookfield,” Petraitis read from 
the letter. “Access to broadband is criti-
cal to full participation in a global, dig-
ital economy.” 

License renewals
The Selectmen approved the follow-

ing license renewals for 2024: alcohol for 
Still Hart’s Café, Stars & Stripes, North 
Brookfield Liquors, Bob’s Deli, North 
Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club, American 
Legion Post 41, Common Ground Ci-
derworks and North Brookfield Farms; 
common victualler for Vibram Cor-
poration, Brookfield Orchards, North 
Brookfield Pizza Palace, North Brook-
field Subway, Hannaford Food and 
Drug, Jim’s Pizza, North Brookfield 
Liquors, Bob’s Deli, American Legion 
Post 41, North Brookfield Sportsmen’s 
Club, Still Hart’s Café, Stars & Stripes, 
North Brookfield Farms and Common 
Ground Ciderworks; auctioneer for 
Dupre Metal Recycling; pool table for 
Stars & Stripes and Still Hart’s Café; 
jukebox/pinball/video games for Stars 
& Stripes and Still Hart’s Café; live 
entertainment for North Brookfield 
Sportsmen’s Club, Still Hart’s Café and 
Common Ground Ciderworks; Class II 
for Country Auto Body, Dupre Metal 
Recycling and Stephen M. Woods Auto 
Sales; and Class III for Dupre Metal 
Recycling. 

Financial items
The Town Collector requested ap-

proval to purchase two ink jet cartridges 
at $154 each for a total of $308. Select-
men approved the request.
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From the desk of Colleen Mucha, 
Interim Superintendent of QRSD

BARRE – If you have had the op-
portunity to step on the campus of the 
Quabbin Regional Middle High School 
chances are that you have met Sergeant 
Russell Davidson, School Resource Of-
ficer. 

Davidson wears a warm smile and is 
able to put people at ease. Students re-
port that he is “kind and caring.”

Davidson strives to build positive 
relationships within the school setting 
and the community. His days are spent 
at QRMHS and Ruggles Lane Elemen-
tary School. 

Establishing strong connections en-
sures that Davidson knows students 
well and is able to mentor, coach and 
teach kids whether he sees them in the 
hallways or down on the common.  

QRMHS Principal Purnima De-
Morais states, “Officer Davidson is a 
consistent safety presence for our staff, 

students and families. He promotes a 
positive school culture throughout the 
day especially during important infor-
mal school times including student ar-
rival, lunch and dismissal.”

Students come to Davidson for all 
kinds of advice. Student Samantha 
Dube reports that “he makes everyone 
feel safer just having him around.” Stu-
dent Hunter Young states, “I talk to him 
every day after school, he cares about 
my well being.”

Barre Police Chief, James Sabourin, 
is passionate about the impact and im-
portance of Davidson’s position. 

“I strongly believe that an SRO is es-
sential for not only ensuring a safe learn-
ing environment, but also for develop-
ing a positive relationship between the 
Police and the public. Sgt. Davidson’s 
impact reaches far beyond a positive 
relationship with students, he also fos-
ters a strong trusting relationship with 
staff and family members. Of course, 
students, staff and family are the com-

Shown from left, Max Camacho, grade 10 and Riley Scott, grade 11 with School Resource Officer Sergeant 
Russell Davidson enjoy a moment connecting during lunchtime.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

News from the Quabbin Regional School District

munity, so this relationship builds trust 
and legitimacy with the Barre Police 
Department as a whole,” Sabourin said. 

Here at Quabbin Regional School 
District, we are grateful for the partner-
ship and support from the Barre Police 
Department. 

Davidson truly brings warmth and 
caring to our schools and our students. 
We could not be prouder to have him on 
our team.  

This is also true of all of our towns, 
while each school may not have a full 
time school resource officer, all of our 
students know their local police chiefs 
by name and sight. They visit our 
schools frequently and not only share 
their smiles but their knowledge. 

We recognize and thank them for 
their commitment to our students, staff, 
families and communities. We are better 
together.  
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tents with anyone interested.
At 2 p.m. it was over to the Senior 

Center where a good-sized audience 
had gathered.

Louise Garwood, co-chair of the 
Historical Society, introduced Jankins 
and the celebration lecture began

Jankins would humorously admit to 
not being a native as he was born in a 
Quabbin town that ceased to exist upon 
the building of the reservoir and he ar-
rived in West Brookfield as a baby. No 
matter, his fund of knowledge makes up 
for that.

Jankins displayed many projected 
slides and explained their meanings. 
There are aspects of the town’s story 
that may be in question.

Such as when did David Hitchcock 
build what is now the Hitchcock Tav-
ern?

It is reported that Hitchcock built the 
tavern in 1760. Jankins put up a slide 
that gave Hitchcock’s year of birth as 
1741 and that would have made him 19 
if  he had built it in the reported year. 
Maybe better to think it was done in the 
1760s.

Jankins addressed, rather touched 
on, who owns our lovely common, but 
did not wish to incite conflict on the 
question.

He had slides that traced how separa-
tion of church and state happened and 
developed in West Brookfield. “Early 
Meeting Houses built with public funds 
were for Congregational worship, and 
they also served as the town hall. The 
Congregational ministers were paid 
from taxes and were considered ‘town 
officials.’”

Church and state were one, and pub-
lic support of religion was not ques-
tioned. “The only conflict was which 
denomination would be supported by a 
citizen’s taxes.”

An 1811 state law allowed residents 
to withdraw tax support from the Con-
gregational Church and a group of five 
or more men “could unite as a religious 
society and the tax money that they had 
formerly paid to support the Congre-
gational Church could then be used for 
their own denomination...the religious 
society taking the place of government 
in supporting that religion.”

Our town’s Congregational Church 
is not the first structure to serve that 
purpose. They seem to have been prone 
to disaster. 

Of the four structures, one was de-
stroyed by fire and the Hurricane of 
1938 wrecked all but a portion of the 
next church which was not that well-
liked by parishioners.

Oh well, the current church is lovely 
and fits in nicely across from the com-
mon.

Jankins’s talk covered a lot of 
ground. He addressed that many busi-
nesses arose and there was quite the en-

trepreneurial spirit locally.
The W.K. Lewis Condensed Milk 

Factory that opened in 1870 was typical 
of that. 

Milk is perishable and thus cannot be 
transported too far as it will sour fairly 
quickly without refrigeration. What to 
do?

If it is condensed milk, it will be 
stable enough for a considerable time. 
Jankins spoke of how it could be sent to 
Boston and taken on ships. It was a suc-
cessful business model until destroyed 
by fire in the second decade of the 20th 
Century.

The Standard Fishing Rod Co. made 
rods in town, and Bill was able to pro-
cure one, albeit with a small struggle.

The fountain that graces the Com-
mon was also struck by the 1938 hur-
ricane. 

That knocked The Lady atop the 
fountain down. She was restored by the 
efforts of J. Irving England, founder of 
Brookfield Machine, and a philanthro-
pist who, as noted by Jankins, wisely 
refused to deal with a committee and 
personally spearheaded the effort.

There was so much history gone over 
on Sunday that it would take many pag-
es to properly cover it all. Jankins went 
over so much, from the aqueducts and 
trolleys and the boys’ camp that ended 
in the depression and more.

Jankins did it all in a pleasant man-
ner accented by a lovely sense of humor.

The presentation was recorded and 
will show up eventually on YouTube. It 
will be posted to all the West Brookfield 
pages on Facebook as well as others. 
You will be doing yourself a favor if  you 
watch it.

Remember, only 25 years until the 
bicentennial.

Please note, most of the pictures are 
from Jankins’ slides.

CELEBRATE   I  FROM PAGE 1

These arrowheads were found in a field in West 
Brookfield.

Bill Jankins shared this early photo of Howard’s. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

This photo shows portraits of J. Irving England and Jane England.

This is a trade card for G.A. Bailey, a West Brookfield 
jeweler.

The Trolley that ran through West Brookfield.

Lucy Stone holds a copy of The Women’s Journal in 1893. The Rice Fountain Committee is shown in this 1985 photo. The Condensed Milk Factory.
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event benefiting the New Braintree Fire 
Association and the Friends of the New 
Braintree Revitalization Committee. 

“It was busy, but it was great,” Ben-
nett said of the day. “A couple of people 
said they had the best show they’ve ever 
had.”

Vendors filled the cafeteria and gym-
nasium of the New Braintree Grade 
School and the Town Hall. A café of-
fered by the New Braintree Congrega-
tional Church served treats and lunch in 
the Town Hall, while National Honor 
Society students from Quabbin Region-
al High School helped children make 
holiday crafts.

The Friends of the New Braintree 
Public Library hosted a book sale the 
morning of the event, giving people a 
chance to stock up for those cozy winter 
nights spent curled up with a book.

Following the close of the craft fair, 

tractor rides were given, along with 
more refreshments, crafts, letters for 
Santa, caroling and the lighting of the 
town’s Christmas tree. 

Many families took advantage of the 
Christmas in New Braintree event as 
the perfect opportunity to select their 
own Christmas tree, courtesy of Kip’s 
Christmas Tree Farm. 

The New Braintree Fire Association 
held a raffle to win a scratch ticket bas-
ket, to help raise money to purchase a 
new combination tool for the rescue 
squad. The tool has multiple purposes 
and can be used for spreading, cutting, 
squeezing and pulling.

This lightweight tool is useful in tac-
tical operations, road traffic incidents 
and urban search and rescue missions. 
It is especially suited for operations 
where access is difficult, such as narrow 
tunnels or natural disasters. 

CRAFT FAIR   I  FROM PAGE 1

Running the raffle table at the Christmas in New Braintree craft fair were volunteers (from left) Dody Ayer, 
Kathy Letendre, Jessica Bennett, Liam Letendre, Andrea Letendre, Weston Letendre and Ellen Glidden.  TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Diane Birchenough had festive pins, earrings and other jewelry for the 
holiday season.

Michelle Kibbe customizes one of her handmade ornaments.Barbara Pilch of In-A-Jam in West Brookfield had homemade jams as 
well as treats for four-legged friends. 

Katherine Landine and her daughter Emma Landine represented the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Department.

Ellen Glidden represented the New Braintree Fire Association at the 
Christmas in New Braintree craft fair.

National Honor Society students from Quabbin Regional High School vol-
unteered their time at the Christmas in New Braintree event. Sitting from 
left are Seth Twarog and Bella Smith; standing in middle is elementary 
school student Charley Chauvin; and back row from left are Julianna 
Stanger and Haley Ayer. Not shown is Jaxon Warburton.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

John Thompson of Thompson’s Maple Farm in New Braintree had maple products and homemade ice cream 
available. 

Mathilde Duffy of Barre had humorous, one-of-a-kind greeting cards, bookmarks and more, featuring photos 
she took of pets and farm animals.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SERVICES 
WANTED

NEED SNOW REMOVAL
(PLOWING)

Need snow removal service for our 
150 ft. long by 12 ft. across driveway, 
located off Ball Rd.,  Goshen.  Must be 
reliable. Pays well, Call or test: 413-
341-0502.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak 
Bus’ Warren, MA  (413)436-5262

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION 

OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified can-
didates for the full-time position of 
Equipment Operator/General 
Laborer in the Town Highway Depart-
ment. Valid MA CDL operator, Hydrau-
lic Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 
certification is preferred.
Further information can be found on 
the Town’s website: www.worthing-
ton-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday – Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.  
Send letter of interest, resume and 
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthington-
highway@gmail.com or to Worth-
ington Highway Department, P. O. Box 
643, Worthington, MA.  This posting 
will remain pertinent until the position 
is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!

BARRE – Brad Roy, owner of Quality Painting 
and Restoration in Rutland recently donated another 
check to Listening Wellness Center, 35 South St., as 
part of the Center’s three year capital campaign.

Listening Wellness Center’s Executive Director 
Laura Dusha Nelson said Roy is “making a positive 
impact” by supporting the Center. 

For every referral or mention of Listening, Roy will 
make a donation to the Center once the work is com-
plete. Call 978-230-2638 and mention “Listening” to 
help benefit the Center’s capital campaign. 

Roy also owns Quality Power Washing and Paver 
Restoration, which specializes in cleaning, restoration 
and sealing for homes, decks and pavers. Call 508-868-
7688 for more information about these services.

Brad Roy and Quality Painting and Restoration will continue donating 
to Listening Wellness Center for every referral or mention from the 
Center. He is shown with Executive Director Laura Dusha Nelson (left) 
and Amy LaPointe. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rutland business donates to 
Listening Wellness CenterDuring the week of Dec. 4-11, the Hardwick/New 

Braintree Police Department responded to 15 building/
property checks, 42 directed/area patrols, five traffic 
controls, two radar assignments, one safety hazard, one 
assist citizen, one motor vehicle investigation, two emer-
gency 911 calls, two animal calls and four motor vehicle 
stops in the town of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Dec. 7
7:46 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Oakham Road, 

Services Rendered

Wednesday, Dec. 8
12:29 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, Officer 

Handled

3:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ravine Road, Cita-
tion Issued

9:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investigation, Hardwick 
Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, Dec. 10
8:44 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Hardwick Road, 

Transported to Hospital

Monday, Dec. 11
4:58 a.m. Safety Hazard, Padre Road, Removed 

Hazard

New Braintree Police Log

In a unanimous vote by the Commonwealth’s dis-
trict attorneys, Hampden District Attorney Anthony 
D. Gulluni has been elected as the president 
of the Massachusetts District Attorneys As-
sociation. 

This is the second time Gulluni has been 
elected president of the association, the first 
coming in November of 2019. He has been 
serving as vice president for the past year, 
and will now serve as president for the next 
year. 

MDAA is an independent state agency 
whose mission is to support the eleven elect-
ed Massachusetts District Attorneys, their 
staff, including approximately 785 prosecu-
tors and 260 victim witness advocates, while 
promoting public safety practices and poli-
cies on a state-wide basis.

Gulluni stated in a press release, “I am 
honored by the trust of my fellow district 
attorneys in electing me as president of our 
association. I am enthusiastic about representing my 
colleagues on matters affecting public safety through-
out the Commonwealth and advancing our shared 

commitment to justice, fairness, and integrity.”
 First elected in 2015, Gulluni is currently serving 

his third term in office. 
He currently sits on the Massachusetts 

Victim and Witness Assistance Board, which 
is the governing body of the Massachusetts 
Office of Victim Assistance, which is the only 
state-wide board representing victims’ rights. 
He also serves on the Governor’s Task Force 
on Hate Crimes. 

His appointments first came under Gov-
ernor Charlie Baker and has been reappoint-
ed to both by Governor Maura Healey. 

Gulluni is a pragmatic prosecutor whose 
work in promoting public safety includes 
strong partnerships, focused and strategic 
prosecutions, and ground-breaking preven-
tative programing, such as the Emerging 
Adult Court of Hope, Future Lawyers of 
Springfield, Hampden County Addiction 
Taskforce, and his office’s prolific outreach 

and programming within the many school districts of 
Hampden County.

Hampden District Attor-
ney Anthony D. Gulluni 
was elected president 
of the Massachusetts 
District Attorneys Asso-
ciation. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Gullini named president of Massachusetts DAs Association

WEST BROOKFIELD – At 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 9, West Brookfield Fire Department was toned 
for a fire at a residence at 319 Long Hill Road. 

According to a press release from Fire Chief Rich-
ard Lapierre, at the time of the call, the deck attached 
to the house was on fire, and residents were evacuating. 
Car 1 signed on en route within a minute of the initial 
tone. 

The address is four miles from the station in a 
southerly direction at the Warren town line. Halfway 
up Long Hill Road, Car 1 requested an engine from 
Warren Fire Department due to the location of the 
residence and because of the distance to get there. 

Heavy smoke was visible from about a mile from 
the scene and Car 1 requested a second alarm assign-
ment for outside the hydrant district. 

On arrival Car 1 reported a working fire. Fire was 
visible from the rooftop and the entire back of the 
house. West Brookfield Engine 1 was first on scene and 
pulled a line to the rear of the building to try to knock 
down the fire. 

Warren Engine 3 was 
second on scene and 
pulled a line to the front 
of the house to try and 
make entry. At this point 
the fire was already com-
ing from windows in the 
front of the house. 

As crews arrived two 
more additional hand 
lines from West Brook-
field Engine 1 were pulled 
to assist with extinguish-
ment. At one point, the 
house integrity was com-
promised, and all crews 
were pulled from the 
building and a defense 
tactic was initiated until 
some control could be 
gained. 

A rural hitch system 
was set up for water sup-
ply. As tankers arrived, 
they supplied water to 
the rural hitch and the 
scene maintained water 
throughout. 

Lapierre said the home is a total loss as a result ex-
cept for contents in the garage, basement and a few 
items on the first floor. The cause of the fire was deter-
mined by a District 7 Fire Investigation Unit member 
as careless disposal of woodstove ashes under the deck 
from two days ago. 

West Brookfield Fire Department would like to 
thank West Brookfield Rescue Squad for their rehab 
assistance with West Brookfield Emergency Manage-
ment. Also, West Brookfield Police Department for 
their assistance as well as Warren Police Department. 

Lapierre also thanked departments providing mu-
tual aid, which included Warren Fire Department, 
Ware Fire Department, Brookfield Fire Department, 
Brimfield Fire Department, East Brookfield Fire De-
partment, North Brookfield Fire Department, New 
Braintree Fire Department and Hardwick Fire De-
partment.

Lapierre also thanked the Red Cross for their as-
sistance with the family and National Grid for cutting 
power to the scene.

Weekend fire displaces family; house deemed total loss

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY CLEARANCE SALE!!!
HUNDREDS OF GREAT GIFTS!!!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY & BIKE DEPT!!!

SEE AD INSIDE

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, Dec. 17

11am-1pm
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Ranch - $369,900
3 bedroom, 1 bath, partially finished basement, 

deck and access to Lake Lashaway! If you have been looking 
to live near the water this may be the one for you! 

Quick close possible. No showings until the Open House.  
Please call me for more information.

EXIT Real Estate Executives

NORTH BROOKFIELD - This gorgeous 
home will truly impress! Set way off the 
road on just over 8.5 acres, you will enjoy 
privacy and beautiful views year round. 
The main floor has a huge kitchen with 
a walk-in pantry, formal dining room, 
living room with a pellet stove, half bath, 
laundry room with a utility sink, and 
a room that could be used as either an office or bedroom. The second floor has 3 large 
bedrooms and a full bathroom PLUS a massive main bedroom suite with huge double closets 
and a beautifully renovated bathroom with a double vanity, linen closet, large tiled shower, 
and soaker tub imported from Belgium. The walkout basement is partially finished as well 
with another half bath and a large game room, gym, or perfect teen space. The large deck 
and pool are perfect for entertaining in the summer and if you enjoy gardening, you will 
love the variety of fruit trees and large garden area that is all set for the spring.  $699,000

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 
Make More!

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 55 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Tierney
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Signature Holiday Dinners 
available for pre-order
Choose from prime rib, turkey, or 
ham dinners for your holiday feast.
Single-serve dinners also available.

Farmer Matt gift cards make a great gift.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order at FarmerMatt.com or 
508-980-7085

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
FALL LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block


