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Give the gift of farm-fresh food this season
A Farmer Matt gift card is the perfect present for the food 
lover in your life. Whether they crave premium cuts of beef, 
poultry, pork, heat-and-eat meals, or freshly prepared dishes 
from our restaurant, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 
Available in any amount, it’s a thoughtful way to share the 
taste of local, farm-fresh goodness.

Order at FarmerMatt.com or stop by the farm store.GIFT CARD

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The dusting of snow the night 
before and that of the previous 
week gave the annual White 
Christmas event the right sea-
sonal look this past Sunday – 
and the beautiful sunshine did 
not hurt.

Townspeople, visitors and 
town institutions were ready 
for the day. Businesses and 
homes could put out flags sig-
nifying an open house and 
many did. 

A good place to start, es-
pecially for youngsters, would 
be the Town Hall. Inside, kids 
would be entertained by the 
Toe Jam Band up from New 
Bedford. They could get their 
pictures taken with Santa and 
build gingerbread houses. 

There would be more at the 
Great Hall later on.

Next, over to Hitchcock 
Tavern. Outside, at the corner, 
A trio consisting of trumpet, 
sax and clarinet were enter-
taining the passersby for the 

White Christmas 
and beautiful weather 

See CHRISTMAS   I   PAGE 8
Shown from left are Heidi and Pastor Sandy at The George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church during the West Brookfield’s White Christmas event. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– For the past 15 years, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints has been host-
ing a free, four-day event that 
ushers in the Christmas season 
with a sense of peace and be-
longing.

“Nativities From Around 
the World” featured over 500 
different nativity scenes depict-
ing the birth of Jesus Christ, 
with each one holding signif-
icant meaning to its owner. 
These nativities are displayed 
by members of the church as 
well as by people from the com-
munity at large.

With 90 nativity scenes in 

Nativities From Around the World

Church hosted 15th 
annual community event

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
There will always be show busi-
ness as the Theatre Guild of 
North Brookfield gives a show 
highlighting musicals through 
the decades. 

This theatre production that 
wrapped up 2024 for the The-
atre Guild was a music revue 
highlighting the memorable 
musicals, movies and dances 
throughout musical theatre. 
The cast and ensemble of the 
Theatre Guild of North Brook-

Theatre Guild performs music 
revue through the decades

Gail Ann Anderson of 
Hardwick displayed a 
photo of her grandchil-
dren depicting the birth 
of Jesus Christ. Anderson 
displayed approximately 
100 nativity scenes from 
her collection in “Nativ-
ities From Around the 
World,” an annual com-
munity event held at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in North 
Brookfield for the past 15 
years. TURLEY PHOTO BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

Sarah Priestley and Adam Baker performed “I Get a Kick Out of You” from “Anything 
Goes”. TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– School Committee Vice-
Chair and Regional Agree-
ment Amendment Committee 
member Tim Canada said the 
School Committee needs to 
vote whether or not to accept 
the amended regional agree-
ment to join the Quaboag 
Regional School Committee, 

along with the towns of War-
ren and West Brookfield.

If the agreement is accept-
ed by both school committees, 
it would then move to a town 
meeting vote. Canada said fi-
nancials have changed since 
the original feasibility study 
was conducted in 2020, and 
those figures will need to be 
updated if  the vote passes.

“It’s really just a modified 
version of what Quaboag is 
already operating under,” he 

said at the School Committee’s 
Nov. 18 meeting. 

Canada moved to approve 
the amended agreement, which 
he described as the framework 
for how the school district gov-
erns itself. School Committee 
members voted unanimously 
to approve the agreement and 
bring the vote before residents 
at a town meeting. 

During the Quaboag Re-
gional School Committee 

School Committee votes on regional agreement

See CHURCH   I   PAGE 6 

See THEATRE   I   PAGE 12 

See SCHOOL   I   PAGE 15
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

$289

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM
BONELESS WHOLE...........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FRESH
HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORK LOIN
WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES ........

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC . $139

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ...................... $279

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
SKINLESS SHANKLESS

HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ....................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE for 
STANDING ROAST

$988
lb

WHOLE or 
HALF

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

SALE 
DATES:  

12/12/24-
12/18/24

OPEN 
12/22 

SUNDAY 
8AM-1PM

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$1089
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

$599
lb

LEG 
LAMB

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF 
GOURMET CAKES & DESSERTS

$999

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .............
CAPONS ...........................
CORNISH GAME HEN .......

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

$169
lb

$499

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S
MANICOTI w/ RICOTTA 40 OZ

$499

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BOS’N

CALAMARI 2 1/2 LB BAG .....

lb

ea

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1999

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...... ea

$149USDA INSP. FROZEN COOK’S

HAM PORTIONS BUTT & SHANK lb

$199USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

HAM DINNER AVERAGE 5 LB lb

CUT 
FREE

CUT 
FREE

$1499
lb

FROZEN IMPORTED

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

 LEG 
RACKS

$599
lb

$279
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

STURBRIDGE – The Federated Church 
of Sturbridge and Fiskdale will present a 
holiday concert and sing-along on Sunday, 
Dec. 15, at 2:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary 
at 8 Maple St. according to Rev. David W. 
Cote, pastor.

The concert will feature music of the sea-
son from the Fanfare Brass Ensemble and 
the Sturbridge Federated Church choir, un-
der the direction of choral director, Andrew 

Kosiba.
The Fanfare Brass Ensemble, established 

by David Neill in 2008, draws its inspiration 
from the acclaimed Philip Jones Brass En-
semble. The Fanfare Brass Ensemble is com-
posed of experienced brass musicians includ-
ing David Neill (bass trombone), trumpet 
players Robert Venables, Sheldon Ross, Ken 
McCance, and Melissa Willis, Jean Jeffries 
(French horn), trombonists David Sporny 

and Charles Emery, Ernie Adams (bass 
trombone), and David Winer (tuba).

The event is free to the public, with a 
voluntary goodwill offering to be collected 
during the performance.

For more information about the event, 
please visit the church website at sturfed.org 
or contact the church office by calling 774-
304-1021 or emailing churchoffice@sturfed.
org.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Federated Church announces holiday concert

STURBRIDGE – Wings of Song, 
a 45-voice community chorus, will 
perform “Peace and Joy” on Satur-
day, Dec. 14, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Anne’s 
Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale and 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. at Evangel-
ical Covenant Church, 24 Child Hill 
Road, Woodstock, Connecticut.

“Peace and Joy” features pieces 
from the familiar Handel’s Hallelujah 
Chorus to the original 1818 version of 
Silent Night that few will know. Com-
posers as modern as Arvo Pärt, 1990 
and Marc-Antoine Charpentier, about 
1690. 

As Director Nym Cooke said, “This 
music plunges deep and soars high! This 
will be a very special concert. I think – 
on the one hand, meditative, centering, 
and relaxing; on the other hand, uplift-
ing, inspiring, and energizing. Just the 
right medicine for these times.”

There is no admission charged for 
the concerts. A freewill offering will be 
collected at intermission. Both venues 
are handicapped accessible and compli-
mentary refreshments will be provided 
by the chorus members after the con-
certs. Concertgoers are encouraged to 
arrive early to be sure of seating.

Wings of Song presents 
‘Peace and Joy’ Dec. 14-15

WARREN – Yoga & Meditation for 
Vibrant Health & Peace of Mind will be 
held on Thursday, Dec. 12 from 6:30-8 
p.m. at the Centered Place, 286 Bridge 
St. and live on Zoom.

Holiday lights are everywhere. Yoga 
and meditation help you find the light 
that shines from within you. Experience 
an inner depth filled with peace and joy. 

Yoga and meditation are clinically 
tested for reducing stress and improving 
health. Enjoy a slower-paced yoga prac-
tice with simple poses that are easy and 
work like magic. Relieve back, neck and 
shoulder tension. Improve mobility, vi-

tality and 
stamina. 

Learn how to relax-stay calm and 
breathe easy even amidst the challeng-
es that come with the holidays and the 
times we live in. 

The event is free and for all ages, 14 
and up. No previous yoga experience 
necessary. Attend in person or online. 

Registration is required. Please call 
413-436-7690 or email warrenpublicli-
brary@hotmail.com to register. Zoom 
link will be provided upon request when 
registering. If attending via Zoom, have 
a chair handy (folding chair is best).

This workshop will be presented by 
Phil Milgrom of the Centered Place in 
Warren and is sponsored by the Warren 
Public Library with a grant from the 
Warren Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy supported by the MA Cultural coun-
cil, a state agency.

Yoga and meditation program 
offered this evening

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23 - 27

www.turley.com

CHRISTMAS2025
QUABBIN HISTORY

CALENDAR
by J.R. Greene

Great Gifts!
ON SALE AT:

BARRE:
The Country Gourmet
HUBBARDSTON:

Country Trail Store
NO. BROOKFIELD:

Brookfield Orchards
OLD FURNACE:

Old Furnace General Store
PETERSHAM:

Quabbin Woods Restaurant

or email:
jrg01331@webtv.net

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

The Rotary Club of the Brookfields has partnered with the Warren Transfer Station and Planet Aid for a 
new Footwear Collection Box. Donating unwanted sneakers and other footwear to this collection bin for 
recycling will help support the Rotary Club of the Brookfields’ Literacy and Community Service Projects 
they do for the seven towns they serve. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Shoe collection bin available at transfer station

NEW BRAINTREE –  The New 
Braintree Public Library, 45 Memo-
rial Drive, is offering a Story Time 
program for preschoolers on Monday, 
Dec. 16 beginning at 9 a.m.   

The program’s focus is on Christ-
mas and will include a sing-along 
program with Rich Hennessy and his 
ukulele.  

The readings will include  “Bear 
Stays up for Christmas” by Karma 
Wilson and “Mouse’s First Christ-
mas” by Lauren Thompson.  

Parental supervision is required for 
this reading and craft program. 

People may call the library at 508-
867-7650 during regular business 
hours for more information.  

Library story time happens Dec. 16

WARE – Weir River Jazz will pres-
ent “A Big Band Christmas,” a big band 
concert in the Grand Hall of Work-
shop13, 13 Church St. on Sunday, Dec. 
22, at 2 p.m. 

All are welcome to hear the great 

sounds of a traditional Big Band play-
ing your favorite seasonal melodies. 
This concert is open to the public and 
there is no charge for admission. Dona-
tions to Workshop13 are appreciated to 
help continue the support of the arts.

‘A Big Band Christmas’ concert Dec. 22

Connect with us online
Quaboag  Cur ren t 

N E W S P A P E R
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OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.
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Dear Rusty 
I just turned 69 years old in August 

2024 and am still working full time. I 
signed up for Medicare Part A but, it is 
my secondary insurance because I have 
great health insurance through where I 
work. 

My wife is retired and has Medicare 
Part A but, is on my insurance also and 
she is taking Social Security. 

Our plan is for me to work until Au-
gust 2026 when I’ll be 71. I’ll file for So-
cial Security when I turn 70 and bank all 
of it for a year until I retire. That is money 
we plan to use for travel and fun things. 
I have three questions: when should I file 
for my Social Security so it starts in Sep-
tember; when do my wife and I file for 
Medicare Part B with a supplement so 
it starts in September; and are there neg-
ative tax implications to this plan that I 
haven’t thought of? 

Signed: Needing Info 
 
Dear Needing Info 
Sounds like you have a great strategy 

planned for your personal Social Security 
benefits and your Medicare Part B enroll-
ment for both of you. To your questions:  

If  you will be 70 in August 2025, you 
can apply for Social Security about three 
months prior e.g., in May 2025. Just be 
sure to specify that you wish your SS ben-
efits to start effective with the month of 
your 70th birthday. 

Signing up a few months early is per-
fectly okay; you will indicate your desired 
benefit start date on your application and 
that is when SS will start your benefits. 
Remember, SS pays benefits in the month 
following the month earned, so your first 
payment will be received in September 
2025 on the second Wednesday if  you 
were born before the 11th of the month  

As for Medicare Part B coverage for 
you and your wife, both of you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B a couple of months 
prior to you leaving work, but request 
that Medicare Part B coverage starts in 
the month your work coverage ends. In 
other words, you can enroll in Medicare 

before you retire from work, but request 
that your Part B coverage starts in the 
first month your employer coverage ends 
to avoid any gap in healthcare coverage. 

Obviously, you should begin your pri-
vate supplemental healthcare coverage to 
coincide with the start of your Medicare 
Part B coverage.   

Regarding the tax implications, just 
be aware that a portion of your received 
Social Security benefits become taxable 
income if  your Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income as a married couple exceeds cer-
tain thresholds. FYI, “MAGI” is your 
Adjusted Gross Income on your tax re-
turn plus 50% of your received SS bene-
fits, plus any non-taxable interest you may 
have had. 

If you file your taxes as “married/joint-
ly” and your MAGI is more than $32,000, 
then 50% of the SS benefits you receive 
during the tax year becomes taxable in-
come or if  your MAGI as a married cou-
ple is over $44,000 then up to 85% of the 
SS benefits received during the tax year 
becomes taxable income at your normal 
IRS tax rate. Income tax on SS bene-
fits occurs when your MAGI is over the 
thresholds for your tax filing status, so 
you should plan accordingly. 

If your MAGI will be consistently 
over these thresholds after you retire from 
working, you may choose to have income 
tax withheld from your SS benefits, which 
is easy to do by submitting IRS FORM 
W-4V to your local Social Security office. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Admin-
istration or any other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for information pur-
poses and does not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Securi-
ty Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for AMAC.

It’s really funny that sometimes I have to con-
sult my own columns to remember how to do 
something. 

You see, now that the front porch is done, 
there is a new area to decorate, an area well-suit-
ed for kissing balls! My daughter and I were at 
the local garden center and there were so many 
beauties for sale.  

Of course it would break my budget to buy 
one to go in the middle of each pair of columns, 
so it looks like I’ll be making them myself. 

The first thing you will need is a styrofoam 
ball. One that is six inches in diameter would 
make a good size kissing ball.  

Then gather a coat hanger and some wire cut-
ters. Snip away the hook and straighten out the 
rest.  Insert it through the middle of the ball and 
bend one end as a hanger.  

About 18 inches will be showing; it will look 
better if  you choose a gold colored hanger. If  
not, you can always cover it later.  

Getting the piece of wire into the dead cen-
ter can be difficult, so use a long wooden pick 
to pre-make the hole. After that insertion will be 
easy.

Having a selection of greens on hand will 
make a pretty kissing ball. Scavenge the land-
scape for holly, yew, white pine, juniper and the 
like. Now it is time to insert clumps of greenery 
into the ball.  

Styrofoam is very durable – great for holding 
all of these stems, but much more difficult to 
work with than floral foam. For that reason, all 
but the most rigid stems need to be put on wood-
en picks before they can be stuck into the ball. 

Make small bunches of greenery about four 
inches long, holding their stems next to the pick 
and wrapping the attached wire to it. One by one 
insert these bunches into the styrofoam. 

It is best to work randomly around the ball 
– setting the dimensions if  you will, rather than 
starting in one place and working out. Being that 
it is round, it will be hard to put it down while 
working on it.  

After a while you’ll get into the swing of 
things by wiring a few bunches of greens, putting 
them in, wiring a few more and so forth. Finally, 
give it a good look. Is it a nice, round shape? Is 
there any foam showing? Where could it use a 
few berries?  

Rose hips or winterberry, or even artificial 
berries will surely brighten it up, as will strands 
of ribbon wired to a wooden pick and inserted 
into the bottom. Wired ribbon is a good choice 
since it has a little shape; less droopy so to speak. 

It will be surprising just how much greenery it 
takes to make a kissing ball. When I am making 
wreaths or decorations of any sort I always con-
tinue harvesting even after I think I have enough, 
just as a bit of insurance. It’s always better to 
have extra than have to stop everything and go 
picking again. 

One little factoid for cruise ship trivia: “Kiss-
ing bunches” in Old England were comprised of 
two intersecting circles of greens that were often 
decorated with fruit as well as figures of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. The “kissing” aspect came 
from the sprig of mistletoe that hung on the 
very bottom of the sphere – evoking the same 
response it does when hung by itself  today.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Kissing balls 
for a new porch

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Signing up for Social Security 
and Medicare Part B at 70
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Thou __ do it
  6. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
  9. Brainstem part
 13. Town in New York 

state
 14. Little (Spanish)
 15. Continent
 16. Retch
 17. Short-billed rails
 18. Small period of time 

(abbr.)
 19. Confused
 21. A team needs one
 22. Woman in ancient 

times
 23. Republican Party
 24. Spanish be
 25. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 28. Not around
 29. City in Zambia
 31. A type of beginning
 33. Numb
 36. Gurus
 38. Small, gray-headed 

crow
 39. Vehicle type
 41. Disorders
 44. One point east of 

southeast
 45. Indian soldier
 46. Tree type
 48. Midway between 

south and southeast
 49. It cools your home
 51. Corn comes on it
 52. Ship’s deck
 54. A way to bake
 56. Improvised
 60. Butterfly genus
 61. Baseball fields have 

them
 62. Designated space
 63. Discharge
 64. Two of something
 65. Once more
 66. Part of your face
 67. Tax collector
 68. Cassia tree

CLUES DOWN
  1. One-time Aaron 

Rodgers target
  2. Wings
  3. Overly studious person
  4. They protect your 

valuables
  5. The Volunteer State
  6. Non-hydraulic cement
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Jackson and Diddley 

are two
  9. Splendid displays
 10. Mountain in NE Greece
 11. A daughter or your 

brother or sister
 12. German surname
 14. Having more than one 

husband at a time
 17. Romanian city
 20. Energy
 21. Makes less hot
 23. Gas diffusion electrode
 25. Former CIA
 26. Set an example for 

others
 27. Support of a particular 

person
 29. One from the Big 

Apple
 30. Mountain range
 32. Violate the sanctity of 

something
 34. Supervises flying
 35. Talks
 37. Persian male given 

name
 40. Born  of
 42. Forcibly take one’s 

possessions
 43. Discounts
 47. Knockouts
 49. Posh Colorado 

destination
 50. Form of therapy
 52. British rock band
 53. Type of virus (abbr.)
 55. The U. of Miami 

mascot is one
 56. Volcanic crater
 57. Middle Eastern nation
 58. Sinn __, Irish 

organization
 59. Ethiopian lake
 61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
 65. Equally

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2024

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Joe Fer-
guson, a planner in the Community 
Development unit of the Central Mas-
sachusetts Regional Planning Commis-
sion, led a performance hearing for the 
fiscal year 2021 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant.

At the Board of Selectmen’s Dec. 3 
meeting, Ferguson said this program 
was founded in 1974 using federal fund-
ing from the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. He said 
rural towns like North Brookfield are 
known as non-entitlement communities 
and must compete for funding through 
the grant application process.

“It’s not a promise that every commu-
nity gets those grants,” Ferguson said, 
and projects must meet one of three 
national objectives including “benefit to 
low- to moderate-income.”

Ferguson said there is a various num-
ber of eligible programs, including im-
proving infrastructure, Americans with 
Disabilities Act accessibility, improve-
ments to public facilities, housing reha-
bilitation, planning for parks and recre-
ation, environmental remediation and 
architectural and engineering studies.

“There’s no municipal financial out-
lay required to apply or to receive fund-
ing to manage these projects and there’s 
no match required,” he said. “Every-
thing is grant funded from the actual 
project or improvement, to the adminis-

tration and project management.”
Ferguson said each town is given a 

“community needs score” by the com-
monwealth, which helps direct funds to 
the communities most in need of assis-
tance.

“The higher your needs score, the 
more competitive you are,” he said.

Ferguson said the town’s needs score 
was seven out of 10 for the FY 21 grant 
cycle, but has since been adjusted. He 
said the town’s score remains competi-
tive for funding.

The FY 21 CDBG cycle funded in-
frastructure and water system improve-
ments for Mount Pleasant Street. This 
project was identified through the town’s 
West Side Neighborhood Improvement 
plan which was funded by the FY 19 
CDBG cycle.

“This was awarded about towards 
the near end of COVID,” he said. “De-
sign took a little bit longer than we an-
ticipated and there was some staff turn-
over at CMRPC before I joined about a 
year ago, that probably also led to some 
delays on getting this project designed 
and out to bid.”

Ferguson said the project is mainly 
focused on the water main and associ-
ated service lines, stormwater drainage, 
sidewalks and roadway. He said the fi-
nal design was presented to the Board 
of Selectmen in September 2023 and a 
contractor was procured in June 2024 
for the first phase of construction. 

Ferguson said progress meet-
ings about the project have been held 
throughout the process and another is 

planned for Dec. 17. He said phase one 
work, while delayed, is expected to be 
“substantially completed” by the end of 
the month.

He recommended the board extend 
the FY 21 grant performance period 
to June 30, 2025, to ensure phase one 
is completed. He said the town will not 
incur any additional costs for this exten-
sion and the project remains “consider-
ably under budget.”

Ferguson said phase two of the 
project will be funded under the FY 24 
CDBG cycle and involves the installa-
tion of the stormwater drainage sys-
tem, full depth roadway reconstruction, 
sidewalk improvements and curbing re-
placements. 

“We anticipate that we can go out 
to phase two construction bid in early 
spring 2025,” he said.

Ferguson thanked the Mount Pleas-
ant Street neighborhood residents for 
their patience during the construction 
progress, as well as the town’s officials 
and departments.

New hires
The board appointed Brent Lavoie 

to a full-time position on the Police 
Department. Lavoie said he sponsored 
himself through the Quinsigamond 
Community College’s full-time acade-
my last fall and graduated this past May.

“I’m very excited to start my career 
in North Brookfield,” he said. 

John Mitchell Sr. was appointed as 
a full-time employee on the Highway 
Department. Mitchell said he grew up 
in North Brookfield and his family has 

many ties to the town.
“I’ve got some strong roots in North 

Brookfield,” he said. “I’m looking for-
ward to contributing all my knowl-
edge…I’ve got a lot of experience.”

Mitchell has also operated his own 
tree service, which is now run by his son.

ARPA request
The board received American Res-

cue Plan Act spending recommenda-
tions from the ARPA Committee in the 
amount of $2,400 to cover the cost of 
labor for the Haston Free Public Li-
brary’s replacement of the lower level 
emergency exit. 

This expense does not include the 
cost of materials for the project. Board 
of Selectmen Chair Jason Petraitis said 
the cost of the door and hardware only 
is $3,490. 

The board approved this recommen-
dation. 

After this expense, the remaining 
ARPA balance is $6,873, Administra-
tive Assistant Ashley Barre said. Town 
Administrator Michael Szlosek said 
about $3,000 of that balance will be 
appropriated to cover the cost of tree 
work.

Appointment
The board appointed Andrew Wiew-

el to serve on the Conservation Com-
mission. 

Spending request
The board approved a spending re-

quest from the Highway Department in 
the amount of $424 to purchase tires for 
the town’s sidewalk snow removal ma-
chine.

Performance hearing held for Mt. Pleasant Street project

- opinion -
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one room alone and more in the next, 
Hardwick resident Gail Ann Anderson, 
has been collecting since her young-
est child was 5 years old; and has been 
a part of “Nativities From Around 
the World” since it first started at her 
church.

Anderson’s love for the nativity dates 
back to her childhood, when her moth-
er would place the scene under their 
Christmas tree, and Anderson would 
lay there to look at it.

“I loved the baby Jesus and the cow,” 
she remembered fondly. 

Anderson has passed this love onto 
her children, with each of them having 
at least one nativity scene. Her daughter 
had three nativities displayed alongside 
Anderson’s including one that was em-
bossed on a crown, paying homage to 
Jesus’ title as the king the kings.

Anderson shared that two of the na-
tivities were nearest to her heart, includ-
ing ceramic figures of Joseph leading a 
pregnant Mary on a donkey, and an-
other that featured her beloved grand-
children dressed as members of the holy 
family. 

“I love them all,” Anderson said of 
her nativities. “But these two are the 
ones.”

The photo of her grandchildren was 
part of their Christmas card that year, 
and Anderson proudly displayed it on 
a table amidst the glow of white lights 
during the event. Her grandchildren are 
now adults, with the youngest one a stu-

dent in college. 
Anderson said she has added to her 

nativity collection by shopping at vari-
ous stores, utilizing her Recycling Cen-
ter’s swap shed and ordering from mail 
catalogs. She has even received them 
from people that know of her special 
interest.

As you walked through the various 
display rooms of the church, you could 
see nativities that hailed from the U.S. 
as well as other countries. 

One nativity scene that has returned 
to “Nativities From Around the World” 
year after year, is owned by Jim and 
Helen Foyle of North Brookfield.

Originating from Germany, this na-
tivity is over 100 years old and has been 
restored through the efforts of Linda 
Novac, Annette Perkins and Laura 
Dusty. This 20-piece set was made in 
1913 for the Bernardini Statuary Co. 
in New York and once was displayed at 
the Haston Free Public Library before 
the Foyle family purchased it through a 
town-wide asset auction. 

One nativity was crafted close to 
home by a young child who painted 
Mary holding baby Jesus on a rock. 
That child (now grown) has gone on to 
become an art teacher. 

As people viewed the nativities, they 
expressed their appreciation for the dis-
play and noted it’s significance to the 
holiday season.

“This is what Christmas is all about,” 
one visitor said.

CHURCH   I  FROM PAGE 1

An angel embraced Mary, Joseph and baby Je-
sus.

The nativity is seen lit inside an ornament shape.

Felt and wooden beads were used to create this colorful nativity scene.

Mary, baby Jesus and Joseph are featured in the word “joy.”Figures wore traditional clothing in this Hungarian nativity. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Gail Ann Anderson displayed a scene featuring a pregnant Mary being led on a donkey by 
Joseph.

This wooden nativity was made in Israel. An art teacher painted Mary and baby Jesus on 
this rock when she was a child.

A rubber ducky nativity scene brought smiles to many faces.This ceramic nativity had delicate gold details.
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OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Golf Membership 
Specials

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

Saturday & Sunday, December 14th & 15th • 12-5pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED FOR SEATING IN RESTAURANT. 

Vendor applications – cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com

Join us for a  
  weekend of Christmas Joy

SANTA 
ARRIVING 
AT 1 P.M.

FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA, 

HAY RIDES, 
40+ VENDORS, 

COOKIE 
DECORATING 

& CRAFTS

Local Police Depts 
collecting 

unwrapped toys 
& K9 dogs

demonstrations

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

The Wise Men arrived with their gifts. This crown is embossed with the nativity scene. Many of the nativities made use of natural materials, including tree bark.

The Foyle family’s nativity has been restored by the talents of Linda Novac, Annette Perkins and Laura Dusty.

This ceramic nativity scene came from Thailand. A Precious Moments nativity was displayed.

The Foyle family displayed their 100 year old plus nativity scene which was made in Germany in 1913.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

worthy cause of the Sharing Cupboard of the First 
Congregational Church of West Brookfield.

In the Hitchcock Tavern itself, the main hall and 
a smaller room were filled with numerous colorful 
crafts. As ever, the flow of visitors was steady.

Out in front, there were hardy souls in tents. Tom 
and Martha of Bucket List Maple Syrup, down from 
Long Hill, were offering their sweet product.

The Lake Wickaboag Council Grove Homeowners 
Association represents a neighborhood with roads not 
maintained by the town and were raising funds for 
their streets. Two residents were selling raffle tickets 
for road rehabilitation.

North Brookfield Junior High School students had 
a table covered with sweet stuff from Brookfield Or-
chards to sell as they were raising money for their class 
trip.

The Cub Scouts from Pack 159 in Brookfield had a 
rack of wreaths for sale next to the students.

The Merriam-Gilbert Public Library was, as usual, 
holding its welcoming open house. There were refresh-
ments and also the raffle. Many prizes had been do-
nated by generous local businesses and organizations.

The town’s churches were also welcoming. The 
George Whitefield Methodist Church had a Bluegrass 
Carol Service. There was also a church fair. Pastor 
Sandy said of the church that “God is with all of us.” 
Lovely thought.

We crossed over to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
where the Knights of Columbus were serving lunch 
and the Sodality was staffing the raffle.

On to the First Congregational Church where one 
of the ladies greeting folks told me that the open-faced 
turkey sandwich was wonderful. The quilt being raf-
fled was something to see.

Then up to the elementary school that was packed 
with vendors. There were large rooms of various crafts 
on sale as well as in the halls. Smaller rooms had the 
Parent Teacher Group raffle and the Elves R Us shop 
with stocking stuffer gifts.

So much going on that it took us a while, but way in 

the corner of the last room was the last vendor, Marge 
Pond and her Ishkabbile Crafts. This retired lady 
(well, maybe not so retired) makes and machines puz-
zles, birdhouses, bandsaw boxes, seasonal decorations, 
bat houses, and many other wooden wares. 

Are you left-handed? She’s made you a wooden 
spoon.

Again, this year, on the Common the local Boy 
Scouts were serving hot chocolate and the horse and 
carriage rides were taking place.

Much else was going on. There was a Chinese Raf-
fle at the Senior Center, and toy drive donations were 
being made to the Rescue squad. There was sausage 
and grinders at the Fire Station.

As the afternoon progressed, the light began to de-
cline and at 5:45 p.m. the tree on the Common would 
be lit up.

The day started at the Town Hall, and so would it 
end. At 6:15 p.m. it would be time for the concert in 
the Great Hall.

Before the music, however, a presentation would be 
made to a gentleman who truly deserved it. William 
Jankins has held many positions in service to the town. 
Considering his love and attention to the subject, to 
call him the town historian would be understatement.

State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume presented Jankins 
with a tribute from the Great and General Court. 

Then it was on to the music by the Weir River Con-
cert Band conducted by Joanne Meegan. It was a won-
derful show with many surprises including a Christ-
mas twist on “Ode To Joy” and Pachelbel’s Canon.

The solos were all well done, including the reading 
of The Night Before Christmas.

The people of the town, and those who came from 
elsewhere for the day, owe a debt of gratitude to the 
committee members who organized the event: Aman-
da Wodyga, Chairperson; Melanie Waugh, Treasurer; 
Heather Gough, Secretary; Chelsey Mathieson; Chris-
tin Girouard; Mary Anne Matys-Rohde and Mariel 
Galarza.

Only 12 months until White Christmas 2025.

CHRISTMAS   I  FROM PAGE 1

Council Grovers supporting roads. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

Marge Pond’s Ishkabbile Crafts.

Margo is shown at the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart craft table.

Gingerbread houses were ready to be decorated in the Great Hall.

Karen Murphy and Mary Deotte are shown with the quilt raffled by the 
First Congregational Church.

Tom and Martha selling the sweet stuff.

North Brookfield Junior High held a class trip fundraiser.

Weir River Concert Band performed holiday songs under the direction 
of Joanne Meegan.
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

BARRE – Last Friday evening, the 
Quabbin Regional High School girls 
basketball team continued its prepa-
ration for the 2024-2025 season. The 
Panthers hosted Ware 
High School for a 
scrimmage. The 
Panthers also faced 
off with Palmer, 
another Western 
Mass. team earlier 
this week. Quabbin, 
which won the Central Mass. title game 
last year against Notre Dame Academy, 
open up the season at Narragansett on 
Friday, Dec. 13. Quabbin’s home open-
er is Friday, Dec. 20 against Maynard.

Panthers preparing for season opener

The Quabbin Regional High School girls basketball team 
scrimmaged last Friday against Ware

The Panthers are preparing for their regular season opener 
against Narragansett.

Quabbin made it into the opening 
round of last year’s state tournament. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The Panthers are looking for a return trip to the title this year.The Panthers also had a scrimmage scheduled 
against Palmer this week.

Quabbin won the Central Mass. title last year.

PALMER – Last week, 
Pathfinder girls basketball 
started its preparation for the 
winter season. This week, the 
Pioneers face off with North 
Brookfield in scrimmage ac-

tion. Pathfinder then opens up 
the regular season on Tuesday 
evening, Dec. 17 at 6 p.m. at 
home against the Pioneer Val-
ley Chinese Immersion Charter 
School. 

Pioneers set for new season

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

PALMER – If you go on the 
Arbiter Live website to look at 
your favorite team’s schedule, 
you will notice the end of every 
season has anywhere from one 
to three “filler dates.”

These filler dates were the 
subject of lawsuits filed by 
Minnechaug and Monson 
High Schools after their failure 
to comply with the rule result-
ed in forfeits being assigned 
to Monson, Minnechaug, and 
Pathfinder for either Western 
Mass. or nonplayoff games 
played following the end of the 
regular seasons.

The forfeits were meaning-
ful in terms of determining the 

Lawsuits 
lead to more 
compliance 
of scheduling 
rule

See LAWSUITS   I   PAGE 10

Pathfinder girls basketball practices last Friday afternoon. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Greenly Lagimoniere maneuvers the perimeter.Morgan Clark follows a shot toward the hoop.Desiree Croteau fakes before passing 
inside.
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schools’ power ranking for the state tournament. 
Minnechaug and Monson were successful in se-
curing a court injunction and did not take the 
forfeits. Pathfinder did not attempt to use legal 
means to reverse the forfeits, and the boys soc-
cer team made the Western Mass. finals, which 
means they won two games after the regular sea-
son that were changed to losses for their MIAA 
ranking.

More than a dozen other schools including 
Northampton also were affected by the issue. 
Many other schools that did not have playoff 
teams, found themselves unaffected by the issue. 
But now, nearly every school as of this week had 
placed filler games at the end of their regular sea-
son.

Agawam High School Athletic Director Kar-
en Gomez said filler dates were also placed on 
many wrestling schedules to comply with the 
MIAA’s rules on determining how many playable 
dates a team is having.

Though it is not strictly enforced as of yet, 
more enforcement of posting varsity rosters on 
the Arbiter site could be down the line.

“Rosters are supposed to be posted and up-
dated,” Gomez said. “They are used to determine 
rosters when it comes to the playoffs as well.”

Gomez says she has to back on the site and 
make sure rosters are updated for the playoffs to 
ensure JV players added to rosters for tourna-
ment are included.

When looking at an individual team’s sched-
ules, most teams play 16 to 18 regular season 
contests. The filler dates are then replaced by 
Western Mass. playoff games or “nonplayoff” 
games. Some of those nonplayoff games are 
needed, however. A team that finishes the regular 
season with a 7-9 record can get into the state 
tournament with a .500 record. The nonplayoff 
games played by that team then mean something 
as they can use them to finish season 9-9 and 
qualify.

The Arbiter website is exclusively used now 
for schedules, rosters, and score postings. The re-
sults are used by the MIAA to quantify Power 
Rankings for tournament seeds.

LAWSUITS   I  FROM PAGE 9

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Ethan Ortyl was hired as a history 
teacher at Pathfinder Tech prior to the start of the 
2024-25 school year. He’s also the first-year head coach 
of the Pioneers boys’ varsity basketball team.

“I really wanted a teaching position where I could 
contribute to the culture of the school outside of the 
classroom,” said Ortyl during a recent interview. “I re-
ally enjoy history, and basketball has always been one 
of my passions.”

Ortyl graduated from South Hadley High School in 
2019 and from UMass-Amherst in 2022. He replaced 
Zac Button as a history teacher and the boys’ varsity 
basketball coach at Pathfinder Tech. 

Ortyl did his student teaching last year at Putnam 
Vocational Technical Academy in Springfield.

“It was part of the Teach 180 days in Springfield 
program, which was an awesome experience for me,” 
he said. “There was another teacher in the classroom 
with me for the first few months of the school year. 
I taught my own class during the second half of the 
school year. I was nervous at first, but the kids at Put-
nam were great. I also had a very good mentor. After 
teaching at Putnam, I knew that I wanted to work at 
a vocational school. I’m very thankful that the teach-
ing and coaching position was open here at Pathfinder 
Tech. Everyone has been very helpful to me during the 
first few months of the school year.”

Laura Asson is the head of the History Department 
at Pathfinder Tech. 

“Laura has really helped me a lot so far this year,” 
Ortyl added. “I teach a World History class to the 
freshmen and U.S. History to the sophomores. I also 
teach a History of War class to the juniors and seniors. 
I’ve really enjoyed teaching the three different history 
classes.”   

Another person who Ortyl is hoping to get some 
coaching advice from is Kevin Aldrich, who’s the Path-

finder girls’ varsity hoop coach.  
“Kevin has been coaching here for a very longtime 

and I’m looking forward to speaking with him during 
the course of the season,” Ortyl said. “I want my play-
ers to support the girl’s team at their games. I hope 
they come to our games.”   

Ortyl was a member of the indoor and outdoor 
track team at South Hadley High School. He attended 
all the other Tigers sporting events as a fan.   

“I always used to sit in the front row of the bleach-
ers and root for the South Hadley teams,” he said. “My 
twin brother, Will, was a member of the hockey, base-
ball, and golf teams.”   

Even though Ethan Ortyl never played baseball in 
high school, one of his favorite coaches is Matt Foley, 
who’s been coaching the Tigers varsity baseball team 
for many years.

“I never played baseball for coach Foley, but I do 
have a ton of respect for him,” Ortyl said. “I like how 
he runs his baseball program, and he really cares about 
his players. He also became a varsity coach at a very 
young age.”

Two of Ortyl’s favorite teachers at South Hadley 
High School are Tim Bault and Madeline Wendt. 

While he was a student at UMass, Ortyl was a man-
ager for the Minutemen men’s basketball team. 

“I was a student manager for three years. Then I 
was the head manager for about eight months,” Ortyl 
said. “My goal at that time was to work for a profes-
sional or college basketball team. Even though it was a 
lot of hours, it was a great experience for me. I had an 
opportunity to visit some places that I’ve never been to 
before. One of the best places that I visited was Day-
ton. They always sell out their home games before the 
start of the season.”  

During Ortyl’s first couple of years as the manager, 
the Minutemen men’s basketball coach was Matt Mc-
Call. He also worked under current head coach Frank 
Martin.  

While most high school basketball coaches begin at 

the junior varsity level, Ortyl is starting his coaching 
career at the varsity level.  

“It’s definitely going to be challenging coaching at 
the varsity level, but it’s something that I’m really ex-
cited about,” Ortyl said. “I think I can be a very good 
leader and mentor for these kids. I wouldn’t have ap-
plied for the coaching position if  I didn’t think I could 
handle it.” 

The first practice of the high school basketball sea-
son was held on December 2. 

The Pioneers, who graduated seven players from 
last year’s squad, don’t have any seniors listed on this 
year’s varsity roster. 

“We’re going to be a young team and we’re going 
to mold together,” Ortyl said. “I’m very excited about 
working with this group of players.”   

The only two returning varsity players are junior 
Matthew Vanasse and sophomore Cayden Bousquet.

The other juniors are Dustyn Cook, Aiden Girard, 
Jack Marceau, and Dayne Shanley. The foursome were 
members of the j.v. basketball team a year ago.  

Sophomore’s Ian Sauri Nieves and Cassian Kowa-
lik are also making the step up to the varsity team from 
the junior varsity basketball team. 

Rounding out the varsity squad are freshmen Jor-
dan Mbi, Grayson Griswold, Maddox Baer, and Ma-
son Baer.

Pathfinder Tech is scheduled to begin the 2024-25 
regular season by hosting Duggan Academy in a non-
league contest on December 12. 

The Pioneers, who are members of the Tri-County 
South Division, finished the 2023-24 campaign with 
an 11-10 overall record. They lost to cross-town rival 
Palmer in the preliminary round of the Division 5 state 
tournament. 

The Pioneers will be making the short trip down 
Main Street in Palmer to battle the Panthers in a non-
league contest on February 5.  A couple of other non-
league games on the Pioneers schedule are at Ludlow 
(Jan 17) and at home against Monson (Jan.24).

Ortyl to take helm of Pathfinder boys basketball

Boys Basketball   
Thursday, Dec. 12 Away Bartlett 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Away David Prouty 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Southbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Ayer Shirley 5 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Bay Path 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Millbury 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Adv. Math & Science 4:45 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home Blackstone Valley Reg. 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Leicester 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Home University Park 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Uxbridge 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Mahar 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Home Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Away Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 2 Away Ware 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Oxford 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Home Tantasqua 6:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball   
Thursday, Dec. 12 Away Marlborough 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away TBD TBD
Monday, Dec. 16 Away David Prouty 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Southbridge 6 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Bay Path 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Grafton 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Mahar 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Southbridge 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Home Uxbridge 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Home Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 2 Away Ware 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Home Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Oxford 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Tantasqua 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away South Hadley 7 p.m.
Indoor Track (meets at Tantasqua) 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away Meet 1 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Meet 2 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Meet 3 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Away Meet 4 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 26 Away Meet 5 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Meet 6 5 p.m.

Quaboag 2024-2025 winter varsity schedule

Boys Basketball   
Monday, Dec. 16 Away South Lancaster 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away Immaculate Heart of Mary 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Bethany Christian 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Hampden Charter 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Murdock 5 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home South Lancaster 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Trivium 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Abby Kelley 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Sizer 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Immaculate Heart of Mary 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Abby Kelley 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Bethany Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Home Monson 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Sizer 6 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Trivium 5:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball   
Monday, Dec. 16 Away Parker Charter 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away Bethany Christian 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Blackstone-Millville 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home South Lancaster 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Immaculate Heart of Mary 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Away Murdock 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home Immaculate Heart of Mary 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Sizer 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Abby Kelley 5 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Trivium 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Bethany Christian 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Away South Lancaster 5 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Trivium 4 p.m.

North Brookfield 2024-2025 winter varsity schedule
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- sports -

Boys Basketball
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Doherty 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Southbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home David Prouty 12:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Shepherd Hill 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Minnechaug 12:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Bartlett 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Away Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Shrewsbury 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Uxbridge 6:45 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Home Nashoba 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Away Oxford 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Home South 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Quaboag 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 12 Away Holyoke 6:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball   
Monday, Dec. 16 Away Holyoke 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away South 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Chicopee Comp. 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Minnechaug 12:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Home Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Leominster 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home Millbury 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Grafton 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Away Notre Dame Academy 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Home Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 15 Home Shepherd Hill 5:30 p.m.
Indoor Track (all meets at Tantasqua) 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Meet 1 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Meet 2 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Home Meet 3 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home Meet 4 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Meet 5 5:30 p.m.
Swimming   
Thursday, Dec. 12 Away Westborough 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Nashoba 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Bromfield 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Wachusett 3:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Advanced Math & Science  4 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Algonquin 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Doherty 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Home Grafton 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home Shrewsbury 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Gardner 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 30 Home Grafton 3:30 p.m.

Boys Basketball   
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Clinton 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Maynard 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 28 Away Gardner Tournament TBD
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Gardner Tournament TBD
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Lunenburg 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Tyngsborough 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home Gardner 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away Littleton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Home Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Clinton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Maynard 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Away Tyngsborough 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Away Lunenburg 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 3 Home Leicester 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Belchertown 5:15 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Away Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Home Littleton 7 p.m.
Girls Basketball   
Friday, Dec. 13 Away Narragansett 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Away Worcester Tech 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away Clinton 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Home Maynard 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 28 Away Gardner Tournament TBD
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Gardner Tournament TBD
Friday, Jan. 3 Away Lunenburg 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Away Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Home Gardner 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Home Littleton 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Home Clinton 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Away Maynard 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Lunenburg 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Belchertown 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home Hudson 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away Littleton 6 p.m.
Indoor Track   
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away Meet 1 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Meet 2 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Meet 3 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Away Meet 4 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Meet 5 5 p.m.
Wrestling   
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Saint John’s 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Away North Middlesex 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 Away Marshfield 10:30 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Phil Tomkiel Tournament 9 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away Tri-County 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Away Nashoba 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Home Quabbin Duals 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Marlborough 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18 Away Duggan 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home Shepherd Hill 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away Concord-Carlisle 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Leominster 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Home Quad-Meet 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Home Algonquin 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8 Away Triton 9 a.m.

Boys Basketball   
Thursday, Dec. 12 Home Pioneer Valley Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 16 Home Mt. Everett 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Away Gateway 6:30 p.m.
Thusday, Jan. 2 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 6 Away Smith Vocational 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 14 Away PVCIC 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 17 Away St. Mary’s 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away Pioneer Valley Christian 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 24 Home Duggan 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Away Monson 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 31 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4 Away Smith Vocational 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Hampden Charter 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home PVCIC 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away St. Mary’s 6:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball   
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home PVCIC 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 Away Duggan 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Home Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 30 Home Gateway 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 3 Home Baystate Academy 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 10 Away Hampden Charter 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13 Home Sci-Tech 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16 Away Westfield Tech 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 20 Home Duggan 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 21 Away McCann Tech 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 Away Gateway 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 3 Away St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6 Home Hampden Charter 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7 Home McCann Tech 5 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10 Away Sci-Tech 6 p.m.
Ice Hockey (co-op with Amherst) 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 Home Greenfield 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 Home Chicopee 8 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 Away Longmeadow 10 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Minnechaug 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Home Agawam 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 4 Away McCann Tech 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7 Home Ludlow 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 Home Easthampton 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Taconic 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22 Home McCann Tech 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23 Away Westfield Tech 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Away Easthampton 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Southwick 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 Away Chicopee 4 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 10  Home Southwick 8:20 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 11 Away Agawam 8:40 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 13 Home Taconic 8:20 p.m.
Wrestling   
Saturday, Dec. 14 Away Knight-Hawk Tournament 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 18 Home Smith Voke 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 27 Away Monument Mountain 8 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2 Away Frontier 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 11 Away Taconic Duals 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 29 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 Away Wayland Duals 10 a.m.

Tantasqua 2024-2025 winter varsity schedule Quabbin 2024-2025 
winter varsity schedule

Pathfinder 2024-2025 winter varsity schedule

SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Thunderbirds 
(12-9-1-0) clawed back from 1-0 down after 40 min-
utes and emerged with a 2-1 overtime victory over the 
Rockford IceHogs (8-10-3-0) before a sold-out crowd 
of 6,793 on Saturday night at the MassMutual Center. 

After the two clubs exchanged chances in the open-
ing five minutes, the opening period brought very little 
in the way of offense against Springfield netminder 
Vadim Zherenko or Rockford goalie Mitchell Weeks. 

The T-Birds were uncharacteristically sloppy in the 
defensive zone, and a pivotal turnover at 2:59 of the 
second period resulted in Rockford’s opening goal as 
Cole Guttman picked off a loose puck in the middle 
of the zone and slipped a five-hole shot through Zhe-
renko to make it 1-0 IceHogs. It marked the first time 
in eight games that the T-Birds allowed the first goal 
of a game.

Offense did not come easily for Springfield, as 
the home team was outshot 16-6 in the middle peri-

od. Zherenko was at his best, making a pair of other 
breakaway saves on Guttman among his 24 denials 
through 40 minutes of play. 

Zherenko rose up to make a game-changing stop in 
the opening seconds of the third, as he stretched out 
with the left leg to stonewall Samuel Savoie on a break-
away bid to keep the score at 1-0.

Less than three minutes later, Tyler Tucker contin-
ued his torrid goal-scoring weekend, flipping a point 
shot over Weeks on the glove side, bringing about a 
Teddy Bear storm and equalizing the game, 1-1.

It appeared as if  the Thunderbirds had taken 
the lead just a few moments later when a Michael 
Buchinger shot bounded high in the air and into the 
blue paint. Matthew Peca jabbed the loose puck across 
the goal line, seemingly making it a 2-1 Springfield 
lead. Despite being called a goal on the ice, the officials 
gathered and ultimately waved off the tally, and the 1-1 
tie carried to the end of regulation.

The T-Birds rewarded their netminder in the extra 
session at 3:42 with their 19-year-old phenom stepping 
into the spotlight. After Aleksanteri Kaskimaki fed the 
puck through neutral ice to Dalibor Dvorsky, a 2-on-1 
developed with Tucker joining the rush. Dvorsky pa-
tiently curled the puck to the middle of the ice around 
a sprawled defender before launching a perfect shot 
glove-side on Weeks to give Springfield its second over-
time win in as many nights.

The rookie’s team-leading 10th goal of the season 
also went down as his first overtime game-winner as a 
pro. Springfield has now won four straight games and 
is 8-1-1 in its last ten games, springboarding the team 
into third place in the Atlantic Division standings.

The T-Birds next embark on one of their longest 
road trips of the season, beginning with a Saturday 
contest in Wilkes-Barre against the Penguins on Dec. 
14 at 6:05 p.m. at Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza.

Springfield Thunderbirds stay on track with big overtime win
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field would perform various and mem-
orable musical numbers dating back to 
the 1920s.

This was the first music revue done 
by the Theatre Guild of North Brook-
field in over 25 years. The creative team 
behind the production of this music 
revue consisted of Erin Smith, Jay Va-
lencourt, Joey Valencourt and Branden 
Ford. 

Serving as producer of the show 
is Joe Chenevert, longtime president 
of the Theatre Guild. Choreography 
for the show was coordinated by Erin 
Smith, who also appeared in several 
musical numbers. 

The musical accompaniment was by 
Eva and Dave Brown. Stage Tech was 
Mara Ingalls and Sound Technician 
was Jim Bain - Sounds by Rich. 

Over 30 local performers from the 
Theatre Guild of North Brookfield pro-
vided entertainment that defined the de-
cades in movie musical magic. Toe-tap-
ping numbers, rocking renditions, and 
some seasonal holiday staples that will 
transport you to Hollywood and Broad-
way. 

Over 100 years of musicals all under 
one stage. 

The opening act came from the en-
semble and it was a perfect presentation 
to welcome guests to the stage at North 
Brookfield Elementary School. The mu-
sical number was “Be Our Guest” from 
“Beauty and the Beast”. Portraying the 
infamous Lumiere in the number was 
Joey Valencourt. 

The song from the 1920s was “Blue 
Skies” from the “Jazz Singer” and it was 
performed by Rachel Estivill. Whenev-
er a new decade started, members of 
the Theatre Guild would discuss some 
of the memorable moments in history 
along with musicals that first appeared 
in the decade. 

From the 1930s, the songs performed 
were “I Get a Kick Out of You” from 
“Anything Goes” and was performed by 
Sarah Priestley and Adam Baker. The 

other was “Over the Rainbow” from the 
“Wizard of Oz” and was performed by 
Amber King, who dressed as Dorothy. 

From the 1940s, two performances 
were given by members of the Theatre 
Guild. The first was highlighting the 
holiday spirit with “Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas” from “Meet 
Me in St. Louis”. 

The next 1940s performance was by 
the trio of Derek Ingalls, Joey and Jay 
Valencourt for a presentation of the 
1949 song “New York, New York” from 
“On the Town”. 

The show would then reach a time in 
history where films and musicals really 
took the world by storm. The 1950s had 
many great musicals and songs that are 
still idolized to this day. Performances in 
the Guild’s music revue include “Sing-
ing in the Rain”, “Diamonds are a Girls 
Best Friend”, “Anything You Can Do, I 
Can Do Better”, and “Jailhouse Rock”. 

When the music revue reached the 
1960s the audience would experience 
music from notable stories from that 
decade including “West Side Story”, 
“Mary Poppins” and “A Hard Day’s 
Night”. Joey Valencourt returned to 
the stage and sang “Maria” from “West 

Side Story”. The “Mary Poppins” song 

THEATRE   I  FROM PAGE 1

“High School Musical” made its way into the Music Revue performed by the Theatre Guild of North Brookfield.

“The Cell Block Tango” from “Chicago” made its way to the stage and the audience “had it coming.”

The opening musical number was “Be Our Guest” from “Beauty and the Beast”. Joey Valencourt performed as Lumiere. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

The cast ended the show with the ensemble performing “There’s No Business Like Show Business”.  Amber King performed “Over the Rainbow” from “The Wizard of 
Oz”.

Stephanie Murin is shown during “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend” performance. Missy McDonald and Adam Baker performed “Annie Get Your Gun’s” popular hit “Any-
thing You Can Do, I Can Do Better”. 

Throughout the show presenters talked 
about the decades and the musicals 
that came from them. Joe Chenevert 
is shown during his presentation intro-
ducing the next decade of musicals.

See THEATRE  I   PAGE 13
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was “Spoonful of Sugar” and featured 
Joe Chenevert and Richard “Tabby” 
LeBlanc dressed in baby outfits. 

The 1970s were a blast to relive as the 
Guild performed several musical hits 
that stand out as timeless classics. “Sum-
mer Nights” from “Grease”, “Time 
Warp” from “The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show”, “Day by Day” from “God-
spell”, “Pinball Wizard” and “Cabaret” 
were all performed during the Guild’s 
Decades of Song and Dance: The Mov-
ie Musicals. 

When the show reached the 1980s, 
the first performance was given by the 
duo of Missy McDonald and Hannah 
Ingalls. The pair would sing “Little 
Girls” and “Tomorrow” from the mem-
orable musical, “Annie”. What caught 
the audience by surprise was the stage 
was covered in toy dolls, and many 
made their way off the stage thanks to 
McDonald’s performance of “Little 
Girls”. 

For the 1990s the music revue high-
lighted Disney. The 1990s were the 
golden age of music and Disney movies. 
Memorable movies of the Disney Re-
naissance from “The Little Mermaid”, 
“Aladdin”, “The Lion King”, “Mu-
lan” and many more were remembered 
during the music revue. 

Alexis Caouette, Nick King and 
Hannah Ingalls did a great job per-
forming “Hakuna Matata”. Following 
that performance Joey Valencourt per-
formed a fantastic Disney medley with 
many musical hits from various shows 
and movies from Disney. 

The 2000s portions of the show fea-
tured performances from “Chicago”, 
“Rent” and “High School Musical”. 
The 2010s reminded the audience of 
the global phenomenon, Disney, once 
again winning the hearts of youth and 
adults with another musical success in 
“Frozen”. Rachel Estivill and Dede Va-
lencourt performed “Do You Want to 
Build a Snowman”. 

Derek Ingalls, Aidan Joyce, Jack 
Gaudette and Jay Valencourt performed 
a combination of “Jukebox Hero” and 
“I Love Rock n Roll” from “Rock of 
Ages”. 

The show would wrap up by mak-
ing it to the current decade, the 2020s. 
Speaking prior to the finale was Joey 
Valencourt reflecting on how much the 
world of show business has changed 
and how many of the shows they per-
formed have impacted the world. 

“We’ve experienced so many,” Va-
lencourt stated and how these musicals 
have kept “millions entertained. 

The show would wrap up with the 
ensemble performing “There’s No Busi-
ness Like Show Business”. The Theatre 
Guild of North Brookfield will continue 
providing great community theatre pro-
grams for all ages as they end 2024 with 
a successful showing of their amaz-
ing music revue, Decades of Song and 
Dance: The Movie Musicals. 

The Theatre Guild of North Brook-
field is excited for their 2025 season with 
musicals including Cabaret and Foot-
loose. For more information, visit www.
theatreguildofnorthbrookfield.com. 

THEATRE   I  FROM PAGE 12

The Pink Ladies sand “Summer Nights” from “Grease”, one of the popular musical films from the 1970s. 

“Time Warp” from “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” had the cast styling.

“Spoonful of Sugar” from “Mary Poppins” featured Joe Chenevert and Richard LeBlanc wearing baby hats 
and bibs.

The cast joined Santa Claus for a special holiday presentation that got the audience in the Christmas spirit. 

The cast prepared for bows during the finale of the music revue. 

This colorful performance came from “Godspell” and the group sang “Day by Day”.

Missy McDonald and Hannah Ingalls performed “Little Girls” and 
“Tomorrow” from “Annie”. The stage was covered with dolls. 

Santa Claus making an appearance during the performance of “White 
Christmas”.

The Music Revue by the Theatre Guild highlighted “Jailhouse Rock” from 
the 1950s. 
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE hosted by Yel-
low Bear Market. December 
13, 9am-4pm; December 14 
9am-5pm. Records, DVDs, CDs, 
kitchen tables and chairs, bureaus, 
collectibles, Hot Wheels, Star Wars, 
tools, electronics, household items, 
mountain bike, smoker, snowblowers 
and much more. Like us on Facebook 
for videos, sales and more @Yellow-
BearMarket. 184 Main Street, 
Russell.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

ATTENTION 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHORS.

I am starting a free library for un-
published authors. Please send your 
rejected manuscript with a one page 
summary. Any genre including histo-
ry, fantasy, mystery, young adult, and 
poetry. Please mail to James Zlody, 
25 Tinkham Glen, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

REPUBLIC MASONRY 
SERVICES! 

Expert chimney, basement, interior/
exterior, repointing. Call Henry at 413-
276-8322. Book today! Preserve your 
timeless estate. Insured.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING
TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math 
K-8, online, your home or library. Call  
978-799-9096. petedon151@
live.com

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA, well 
cared for and in good condtion. 
138,000 miles. Reference Blue Book 
for fair price. Please call (541) 654-
6007.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking 
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent. 
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com or email 
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Retro World
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Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that  the North 
B r o o k f i e l d  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition 
to locate poles, wires, cables, 
and fixtures, including the 
necessary anchors, guys, and 
other such sustaining and 
protecting fixtures, brought 
before it by National Grid 

Monday, December 30, 2024 
at 6:15 PM at the Police 
Department, 55 School 
Street, North Brookfield, 
MA  01535.

The pole location that will 
be considered is as follows:

Smith Hanson Road– 
National Grid to install 4 JO 
poles on Smith Hanson Road 
beginning at a point approxi-
mately 550 feet Northwest of 
the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Collins Road. Extend 

pole line for new residential 
home. 

Said hearing will begin at 
6:15 PM and continue until 
completion, and will be con-
ducted pursuant to the pro-
visions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166.

Jason M Petraitis, 
Chairman

E. Brooke Canada
Vaughn Schlegel 

12/13, 12/20/2024

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper
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$300 for three papers
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$600 for three papers
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$1,200 for three papers
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Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!

meeting, which occurred at the same 
time as the North Brookfield School 
Committee’s meeting, its members vot-
ed against approval of the draft, which 
would prevent the agreement from 
reaching any town meeting votes and 
progressing toward Quaboag becoming 
a three-town regional school district.

Recognition
Superintendent Timothy McCor-

mick recognized senior Anthony Polan-
co for his achievements as a student and 
role model.

McCormick said he recognizes one 
student from the senior class each year 
who has exemplified academic excellent 
but also leadership in the school com-
munity. The Massachusetts Association 
of School Superintendents honors such 
students across central Massachusetts at 
a luncheon held at Holy Cross.

“This year we have a senior who…
has gone above and beyond what we ex-
pect of any senior to do both in terms 
of the classroom but also in respects to 
leadership,” he said. “We always want 
to instill in our students, especially our 
outgoing seniors, to leave the school 
better than the way you found it. I think 
this student really exemplifies that.”

McCormick said Polanco is presi-
dent of the National Honor Society, 
class president, treasurer of the Student 
Council and part of the Boston Celtics’ 
Playbook Initiative as a student leader.

Polanco was also part of the Mass 
IDEAS (Initiatives for Developing Eq-
uity & Achievement for Students) train-
ing, working with students and being a 
student leader.

He is a member of the varsity basket-
ball team, team manager of the softball 
team and a Massachusetts Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association ambassador.

“He did all that and he’s also the top 
five in his class academically,” McCor-
mick said.

McCormick also recognized the 
North Brookfield Elementary School 
PTO, Jess Wisniewski and the Stu-
dent Council for organizing a pancake 
breakfast for veterans to recognize 

Veterans Day. 
“We had over 35 veterans this year 

who were in attendance,” he said. 
The names and branches of the veter-

ans were read, and students performed 
songs and gave them cards. McCormick 
said this has been a well-loved event for 
the both school and community. 

Superintendent’s report
McCormick said the school district’s 

Handle with Care initiative should be in 
place by next month. This initiative is in 
partnership with the North Brookfield 
Police Department to notify the school 
of a student that may need additional 
support due to an incident at home. 

“The police officer who is on scene 
will send a message with the student’s 
name and just a simple text message of 
‘handle with care.’ They do not get into 
confidential information, they don’t 
share details. It’s just to alert the school 
that we have a student or students that 
may be arriving the next day who may 
need extra attention or care,” he said.

McCormick said the Handle with 
Care initiative has been adopted by 40 
different states and is currently imple-
mented at the Quabbin Regional School 
District and Gardner Public Schools as 
well as others. 

McCormick said the new swings have 
been installed at the elementary school’s 
playground thanks to a donation from 
Jamie Gilman. 

He said the school district’s new in-
structional coach, Dr. Emily O’Rourke 
has “hit the ground running” and has 
been meeting with staff.

MCAS results
McCormick shared Massachusetts 

Comprehensive Assessment System 
testing results from last spring. He said 
all students took the Next Gen version 
of the test, which he said has more rig-
orous and challenging questions than 
the earlier generation of the test.

“Test scores have gone down…it’s 
a different kind of test than it was 10 
years ago,” he said. 

Overall, the school district did not 
require assistance or intervention due to 
its MCAS scores, he said. 

McCormick said English Language 

Arts scores did not meet the target 
across the school district, which looked 
at results from grades three through 
eight and high school. 

Math scores exceeded the target 
score for the lower grade levels, but 
lost points at the high school level. For 
math, the grade four scores actually 
exceeded the state average.

“This is quite an accomplishment,” 
he said.

Low growth was reported for both 
math and ELA, but McCormick said 
the school district reduced the drop-
out rate and improved chronic absen-
teeism. 

“There’s some things that obviously 
we’re going to talk about that we need 
to continue to address and work on, 
but there’s some things that we made 
some progress with that we should be 
proud of, the work that we’re doing in 
each building,” he said. 

McCormick highlighted some of 
the “glows” the school district achieved 
with its MCAS scores, including math 
showing improvement over the last 
four years, grade four growth and 
achievement in math, as well as grade 
six growth and achievement in ELA. 
He said when compared to other com-
parable school districts, North Brook-
field’s math scores fall into the middle.

Areas where improvement is needed 
include grade eight students for both 
math and ELA, as these students did 
not earn a meeting or exceeding ex-
pectations ratings. McCormick said 
they will target these areas through 
math interventions, implementing 
district-wide research based writing 
methods and strategies, evaluating the 
science curriculum, and more.

“District wide, very few students 
scored an ‘exceeding expectations’ rat-
ing,” he said.

McCormick said they will continue 
to support teachers for long term suc-
cess as well as build up students’ read-
ing stamina. 

Administrators’ reports
High School Principal John Diorio 

said a group of  students participated 
in the Mass Makers STEM Confer-
ence with STEM teacher John McNeil, 
where they made an emergency shelter 
bed using cardboard and tape.

“I’m proud to say that North Brook-
field High School, Mr. McNeil’s team, 
won the competition,” he said. 

The Worcester County District At-
torney’s Office met with middle school 
students about bullying and cyber safe-
ty. The DA’s office will continue the talk 
with high school students in January, 
and address healthy dating relationships 
as well.

Students in science teacher Karlee 
Kemp’s forensics class and ELA teacher 
Heather Macpherson’s true crime class 
will take a field trip to Lizzie Borden’s 
house in Fall River. 

McNeil is spearheading a toy drive 
called Operation Holiday Cheer, which 
first started in Sturbridge four years ago. 
The toy drive will be held on the same 
day as the Christmas in North Brook-
field event and will feature a ruck from 
the high school to the police station, 
where the toys will be distributed from. 

He said the main mission of Opera-
tion Holiday Cheer is to “raise aware-
ness and spread some holiday cheer.”

Elementary School Principal Arthur 
Murphy said the school just concluded 
its fall food drive to fill its food pantry 
for the holiday season.

Murphy said staff continue to focus 
on behavior expectations and there has 
been a decrease in behavior over last 
year’s numbers. He said they continue 
to celebrate student success with items 
in the school store, including experienc-
es such as “principal for a day,” police 
cruiser rides to school and more. 

“It’s been a huge hit with families 
and with the students,” he said.

Student Council update
Student Council Representative 

Dante Giangrande said the Student 
Council helped out at the family confer-
ence night.

“Our goal for this night was to make 
it a community event where parents and 
families can come to meet teachers and 
see fun things we offer,” he said.

Giangrande said the annual Giving 
Turkey will be held throughout No-
vember and the annual Giving Tree will 
be held in December. The Christmas 
in North Brookfield event will feature 
games, raffles and concessions and more 
and continues to be the Student Coun-
cil’s most popular event.- legal notices -
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9am-9pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

OPEN DEC. 23RD 8AM-9PM
DEC. 24TH 8AM-8PM 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY CLEARANCE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

GIANT TOY  CLEARANCE!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Looking for that Perfect 
Home to Buy or Sell? 

Call me – your local real estate expert.  
Serving Hampshire, Hampden,

Worcester counties and beyond!

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Order online at FarmerMatt.com 
or call 508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order your 
Premium Holiday Roasts
Make your holiday gatherings truly special. From 
the luxurious tenderness of Tenderloin Roast to 
the mouthwatering richness of Prime Rib Roast, 
our premium cuts are the centerpiece your table 
deserves. Whether it’s a Standing Rib Roast for a 
grand feast or a Spoon Roast for a cozy meal, you’ll 
find the perfect roast to create cherished moments 
at home this holiday season.

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

This PRISTINE, 2019 Colonial is better than new!! This 
thoughtfully designed home features 3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths and a warm & inviting atmosphere! Step inside 
to a stunning family room, perfect for relaxation or 
entertaining. The modern kitchen is equipped with newer 
stainless steel appliances, a nice sized breakfast area, 
gorgeous granite countertops and a new backsplash 
which blends style and functionality, seamlessly connected to a charming dining room that 
invites gatherings of all sizes! Upstairs, you’ll find three comfortable bedrooms, including a 
serene primary suite with its own full bathroom and a spacious walk-in closet. The finished 
basement offers versatile additional living space with lots of natural sunlight & access to 
the private, fully fenced yard! The paved driveway has a brand new top coat & sealcoat and 
provides plenty of parking. Detached one-car garage, town water & sewer! This picture perfect 
home has it all! Great commuter location!! See attached 3D video!  $439,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals
Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 

U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins

Always Buying
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands,

Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware,
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates

Gardner Rare Coins
18 Parker Street, Gardner

978-632-7123
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
7am-9pm
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 7am-3pm

Sun. 9:30am-3pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 7am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ BAKED GOODS
❖ GLUTEN FREE

❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses


