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Give the gift of farm-fresh food this season
A Farmer Matt gift card is the perfect present for the food 
lover in your life. Whether they crave premium cuts of beef, 
poultry, pork, heat-and-eat meals, or freshly prepared dishes 
from our restaurant, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 
Available in any amount, it’s a thoughtful way to share the 
taste of local, farm-fresh goodness.

Order at FarmerMatt.com or stop by the farm store.GIFT CARD

Santa Claus came to townSanta Claus came to town

Santa Claus paid a special pre-Christmas visit to North Brookfield this past Sunday, as he made his way around town on a fire truck, 
before greeting children at the little park downtown. A long line of people were eager to share their Christmas wishes with the jolly 
elf. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Santa Claus posed for a photo with one of his many fans.

The North Brookfield Fire Department made sure that Santa Claus arrived in style.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – School Com-
mittee Chair Andrew Schwen-
ker said the Regional Agree-
ment Amendment Committee 
distributed a draft of the up-
dated agreement to both the 
Quaboag Regional School 
Committee and the North 
Brookfield School Committee 
for review and discussion. 

If both school commit-
tees vote to accept the draft, 
it would then go before each 
town at town meeting.

A motion was made at the 
Nov. 18 meeting to not move 
forward with the draft agree-

ment. The motion passed with 
six in favor, three opposed and 
two abstained.

Committee members cited 
concerns about the financial 
risk of adding another town 
to the school district and being 
responsible for more buildings. 
Schwenker said the financial 
feasibility study conducted 
several years ago to determine 
any costs benefits for both dis-
tricts was “inconclusive.”

Ecology School trip
Several sixth grade students 

from the district’s two elemen-
tary schools gave a presenta-
tion about their recent trip to 
the Ecology School in Maine. 

Committee votes down 
amended regional agreement

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– It’s a time of giving as the 
East Brookfield Public Library 
will continue its tradition of 
collecting new mittens, hats, 
gloves and scarves along with 

non-perishable food and per-
sonal items. 

Please bring in new un-
expired items to the library 
during their regular hours. 

Personal items can include 
items such as shampoo, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, soap, 
laundry detergent, toilet paper, 
diapers, wipes, deodorant, bar-

rettes, hair ties, socks, reusable 
plastic containers for food, alu-
minum foil, plastic wrap, trash 
bags, dish soap and more. The 
collected items will be distrib-
uted to local families and indi-
viduals in need.

Also going on at the library, 

Library accepting donations this holiday season

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The Western New England 
Candlepin Association returns 
to Bogey Lanes for their up-
coming doubles tournament.

The WNECA is an organi-
zation that represents and pro-
motes the game of candlepin 
bowling in the western region 
of New England. Bogey Lanes 
in East Brookfield has been one 
of the most common bowling 
centers to host tournaments 
and leagues in western and cen-

tral Massachusetts. 
Last year Bogey Lanes host-

ed one of the doubles tourna-
ments during the WNECA 
tournament series. The doubles 
tournament returns to Bogey 
once again for the month of 

WNECA doubles returns to Bogey Lanes

See AGREEMENT I PAGE 12

See WNECA  I  PAGE 12

See LIBRARY  I  PAGE 12
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 
   HAPPY APPLE ®

We Are Open Year Round! 9-5 In North Brookfield

Brookfield Orchards
Follow signs from Rts 9, 31, 67 or 148

Order Your Holiday 
Pies and Treats

508.867.6858 • 877.622.7555
www.browsethebrookfields.com • www.brookfieldorchards.com

Snack Bar!!  Hot Apple Dumplings with Ice Cream
Cheese & Cider

Apple Gift Baskets
Made to order

Cheese, jelly, maple, relish, etc. 
can be added. Must be picked up.

Apple Dumplings • Cakes
 Cider Donuts

Fudge

From the desk of Colleen Mucha, 
Superintendent of Quabbin Regional School 

District

BARRE – Celebrate our students and 
their strengths with us!

The Quabbin Regional High School Uni-
fied Basketball Team has had a wonderful 
season where the stands have been filled 
with parents, families, teachers and staff, fel-
low student athletes, and friends. QRHS was 
recently awarded the following recognition:

“Congratulations to Quabbin Regional 
High School for receiving National Banner 
recognition from Special Olympics North 
America! Your school has been selected 
from a national certifying body for achiev-
ing standards of excellence in the areas of 
inclusion, advocacy and respect! The ath-
letes, partners, students, coaches, volunteers, 
teachers, staff and administration at Quab-
bin Regional HS have all played key roles in 
creating a social climate where everyone feels 
included and respected for who they are. We 
are honored to have such a strong and fully 
inclusive school as yours recognized for the 
hard work and dedication you demonstrate 
daily to continuously grow and strengthen 
your program.  Your school and leadership 
team are a model for other schools, and we 
look forward to new heights you will reach 
tomorrow and in years to come!

 You are 1 of only 19 schools in Massa-
chusetts and among 202 schools nationwide 
to achieve this status for the 2023-24 school 
year. Well done, Quabbin Regional High 
School!”

The Quabbin Regional Unified Basket-
ball team has 22 athletes all with a variety 
of strengths and skills that they bring to the 
team. 

Some of the strengths of our players are 
as follows: Kylie has an insane outside shot, 
and Johnny has fierce defensive tactics. Chad 
has a fast pass and an eye for open players. 
Ryan is strong to the hoop and Emma is our 
anthem specialist. Hemily has a nose for the 
ball while Simon is a master of the under-
hand layup. Tyler has become a crowd favor-
ite, and his shooting percentage is through 
the roof this year. Chris is always positive 
and comes to every game and practice with 
a giant smile on his face. 

We can’t say enough about our partners 
to the athletes. Most participate in other 
sports during the winter and spring seasons 
and are integral to the success of the pro-
gram. 

Their enthusiasm for the program is con-

tagious - both on and off the court. 
Walter Nutter, Oakham School Commit-

tee member shared, “Watching these athletes 
compete, in their own joyful way, is entirely 
heartwarming. These kids have so much fun, 
and are filled with pride when they make a 
basket, raising their hands in the air and 
sporting a thousand megawatt smile. They 
are tuned into the crowd and look to see 
us cheering when they make a play. They 
happily share the ball with both their own 
teammates and opponents too. They don’t 
get caught up on the score, they simply want 
to play. Their excitement is contagious.” 

Our banner will be delivered to us soon 
and we plan to celebrate with our entire 
school community. We hope you will join us 
to recognize our inclusive athletic program-
ming. Be on the lookout for more informa-
tion from the district in the upcoming weeks.

We are proud of you Quabbin Regional 
Middle High School for your ability to truly 
see one another and celebrate each other’s 
strengths. Stay Unified! 

QRSD celebrates Unified Basketball team’s season

Fans cheer on Quabbin Regional High School’s Unified Basketball team. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

A basketball players prepares to take a shot at the hoop.

Players use teamwork to score points.

Players run down the court during a basketball game. 

Library 
story time 
happens 
Dec. 16

NEW BRAINTREE 
–  The New Braintree 
Public Library, 45 Me-
morial Drive, is offering 
a Story Time program for 
preschoolers on Monday, 
Dec. 16 beginning at 9 
a.m.   

The program’s fo-
cus is on Christmas and 
will include a sing-along 
program with Rich 
Hennessy and his uku-
lele.  The readings will 
include  “Bear Stays up 
for Christmas” by Kar-
ma Wilson and “Mouse’s 
First Christmas” by Lau-
ren Thompson.  

Parental supervision is 
required for this reading 
and craft program. Peo-
ple may call the library at 
508-867-7650 during reg-
ular business hours for 
more information.  

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

815 Worcester Rd., (Route 122), Barre • 978-355-2122

J & J Family Restaurant

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.; 
Friday & Saturday 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

breakfast
Available for Small Holiday Parties

Gift Certificates • Take-Out Menu

 

All DayAll Day

Free Estimates Compare Our Rates
Fully Insured References Provided

HARDWOOD FLOORS

GGabe’sabe’s
Installed • Finished • Custom Designed Floors
General Carpentry • Water Damage Restoration

We Install New & Refurbish Old Stairs
Michael P. Gabaree 508-886-4767
Owner - Operator 508-320-4744

gabeshardwoodfloors.com

Luxury Vinyl Plank • Install & Refinish • Stains
Bathroom Remodeling • We Supply Flooring

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

WEST BROOKFIELD – Please join 
the White Christmas Committee in the 
town of West Brookfield as they kick 
off the 32nd Annual White Christmas 
celebration on Sunday, Dec. 8 from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.

There will be fun for folks of all ages 
going on throughout the day at this 
event. The committee encourages every-
one to come out and enjoy our town’s 
annual kick-off of the holiday season 
by touring the historic town, strolling 
the downtown district, exploring local 
businesses and open houses, decorating 
gingerbread houses in the Great Hall, 

meeting Santa for a quick picture, as 
well dropping off those letters headed 
directly to the North Pole. 

There will be horse drawn carriage 
rides throughout the day as well as 
shopping with dozens of vendors set up 
throughout town. A puppet show, an elf  
hunt and ice carvings are sure to keep 
everyone’s spirits high. 

There will be plenty for the entire 
family to come and enjoy. 

If you are lucky, you may just see Fa-
ther Christmas strolling the streets and 
greeting visitors in town. Stick around 
to close the day with West Brookfield’s 

annual tradition of gathering around 
the largest evergreen in town (located on 
the town common) while it illuminates 
for the first time this holiday season. 

The West Brookfield White Christ-
mas Committee 2024 is excited to be 
able to share this fun-filled day with both 
residents and non-residents alike. This is 
a free event brought to you courtesy of 
local businesses and town supporters. 

The committee encourages everyone 
from all walks of life to come and enjoy 
the town, and kick off the holiday sea-
son with lots of festive events through-
out town to interest everyone. 

Maps of town open houses and ven-
dors can be picked up in various local 
business, by accessing the Facebook 
page (“32nd Annual White Christmas 
in West Brookfield”) or by emailing 
whitechristmaswb@gmail.com.

The committee looks forward to 
seeing everyone explore West Brook-
field and all the excitement the holiday 
season brings. Committee members re-
mind folks to be mindful as the health 
and safety of all our guests is priority in 
West Brookfield.

Parking is available free throughout 
town.

White Christmas celebration will be held Dec. 8

Country Bank, a full-service financial institution 
serving central and western Massachusetts, part-
nered with the Wonderfund of Massachusetts, with a 
$10,000 donation. 

This collaboration will make a difference in the lives 
of kids and teens served by the Department of Chil-
dren and Families, allowing them to experience the 
magic of childhood during the holiday season. The 
Wonderfund, an extraordinary group of people on a 
mission, is dedicated to bringing the joy and meaning 
of childhood to children who have been impacted by 
trauma, abuse, and neglect.

You, too, can be a part of this magical initiative. 
Join the Wonderfund and Country Bank in making 
this holiday season special for kids in foster care by 
donating a new, unwrapped gift at any of its banking 
centers until Dec. 14. Your contribution, no matter 
how small, will make a difference. Country Bank’s 
team will shop for gifts to join in the efforts, and do-
nations will be delivered to DCF Offices in Springfield 
and Worcester to be distributed throughout western 
and central Massachusetts.

“We are excited to partner with the Wonderfund 
again this year and the opportunity for our team and 
the communities we serve help us make a difference 
for children by putting a smile on so many faces this 
holiday season,” said Shelley Regin, Chief Marketing 
and Community Relations Officer at Country Bank. 
“Last year, we had such overwhelming support and 

collectively, we donated over a thousand toys to local 
DCF offices who shared with us, without your dona-
tions most children would have only received one toy.” 

If you’re ready to help make some magic this hol-
iday season, please visit https://wonderfundma.org. 
Your support is invaluable and will bring joy to chil-
dren in foster care.

About Country Bank
Established in 1850, Country Bank has a rich his-

tory of supporting personal and business banking 
customers through financial solutions with FDIC 
and DIF insurance for added security. Country Bank 
is a full-service $1.8B mutual community bank serv-
ing central and western Massachusetts with 16 of-
fices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton, Springfield, (Opening soon) Uxbridge, and 
Worcester. 

With a commitment to personalized service and 
community involvement, Country Bank offers indi-
viduals, businesses, and municipalities a comprehen-
sive range of banking products and services. Country 
Bank is a member of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM net-
work. Country Bank can be reached at 800-322-8233 
or online at countrybank.com.

Country Bank partners with Wonderfund of Massachusetts

Country Bank is accepting new, unwrapped gifts at its banking centers 
until Dec. 14 to benefit the Wonderfund of Massachusetts. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO
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CURREN T
A Brimfield resident, who frequently 

emails about bird sighting saw a pied bill 
grebe in Warren on Nov. 6.

The pied-bill grebe is about 12 inches 
long. It is stocky and brown with a short 
stout bill. During the summer months, the 
grebe has a black ring around a white bill 
with a black chin. In winter the bill either 
shows a faint ring or no ring at all and the 
chin is light.

This grebe feeds by diving underwater 
and catching fish, aquatic insects, frogs and 
crayfish. The pied-bill grebe is one of the 
earliest migrant grebes to return and often 
arrives on ponds before the ice is all melted. 
They summer on lakes and ponds and win-
ter in sheltered saltwater bays. 

The female lays six to seven bluish green 
eggs in a platform nest of decaying vegeta-
tion, attached to growing vegetation in shal-
low water. In territorial skirmishes, males 
come together and tilt their heads up while 
calling. Parents may do a distraction display 
of flapping their wings between dives when 
their young are in danger. Their white rear 
feathers may be flashed when alarmed. 

During breeding, calls are a “cow cow 
cow cow cow,” a loud “keck keck” in alarm 
and a softer “cuk cuk cuk.” The grebe gen-
erally remains quiet in winter. 

Wild turkeys
I continue to see either one to three Tom 

turkeys or larger flocks of hens in my travels 

around Central Massachusetts. Although 
wild turkeys are now a common site, I never 
tire of spotting them. 

Low flying geese
A few days a low flying flock of geese flew 

over my yard just above tree top level. They 
honked as they went. I assume they landed 
in one of the beaver ponds near my home.

Birds at feeders
I put out shelled peanuts and sunflower 

mix seeds in the morning in my tray feed-
ers. I have black-capped chickadees, tufted 
titmice, white breasted nuthatches, an occa-
sional downy woodpecker, mourning doves 
and squawking blue jays.

I have not put out suet cakes yet as I 
want to be sure the black bears are hibernat-
ing. Last year, I bought a new suet holder 
for this winter. I don’t want to put it out to 
early in case a bear shows up and walks off  
with it. Somewhere in the woods around my 
home, there must be a large pile of suet feed-
ers taken by bears. If  I was lucky enough to 
find them, I think most would be smashed 
and unusable.

Common raven
I continue to hear the common raven and 

sometimes see them flying overhead. They 
are much larger than the crow and make a 
low gronking sound. 

Mass Audubon bird sightings
Cape Cod weekly wildlife sightings are 

sponsored by the Bird Watchers General 
Store in Orleans and Mass Audubon’s Well-
fleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary. The following 
sightings were reported between Nov. 13 and 
Nov. 19. Cape Cod’s second-ever record of 
a spotted towhee was found at the Provinc-
etown Airport on Nov. 16. A very rare pine 
grosbeak, two white-winged crossbills and a 
late prairie warbler were also seen there. A 
snowy owl was seen in Provincetown. Along 
Race Point Road a western tanager and two 
evening grosbeaks were seen.

Birds from Race Point in Provincetown 
this week included a pacific loon, 400 long-
tailed ducks, 1,300 white-winged scoters, 
1,500 red-breasted mergansers, 500 sand-
erlings, 400 dunlin, five Pomarine jaegers, 
1,080 razorbills, a common murre, two 
dovekies, 85 black-legged kittiwakes, 70 Co-
ry’s shearwater, 215 great shearwaters, four 
sooty shearwaters, two Manx shearwaters, 
3,200 northern gannets, two Lapland long-
spurs and 24 snow buntings.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Norfolk Island pines are nearly as pop-
ular as poinsettias this time of year, 
gracing chain store and supermarket 

shelves just after the Thanksgiving holiday, 
or perhaps soon after Halloween, these days!  

Not sure exactly what they look like? 
Think mini Christmas tree.  

These cute conifers come table top ready, 
predecorated with tiny little ornaments and 
a festive foil sleeve. Most stand less than a 
foot tall, yet the amount of holiday cheer the 
bring to someone who otherwise wouldn’t 
have a Christmas tree is immeasurable.

Unlike cut Christmas trees, potted Nor-
folk Island Pines need not be discarded once 
the holidays have passed. Simply take their 
decorations off and they become an easy to 
maintain houseplant.  

Although they look as if  they would be 
hardy to our area, they are not, so don’t plan 
on giving them a spot outdoors come spring-
time, or you’ll lose them with the first hard 
frost of fall. Norfolk Island, from which the 
plant hails, is situated in the southern Pacif-
ic Ocean, northeast of Sydney, Australia – a 
much warmer climate indeed!  

The only locations within the United 
States that the Norfolk Island pine is hardy 
are Hawaii, and parts of Florida and Califor-
nia. Southern Florida is home to many com-
mercial growers of the plant.

It is interesting to note that the Norfolk 
Island pine isn’t a true pine at all. Rather it 
is an evergreen plant with needle-like leaves.  

Side branches rise from the main stem at 
wide angles, giving it a symmetrical, trian-
gular outline, especially when young. In the 
wild, heights can top off around 200 feet, 
with diameters between 9 and 10 feet. As a 
houseplant, it is very slow growing.  

To keep your Norfolk Island pine looking 
its best for seasons to come, provide it with 
good quality light- a few feet from a south or 
west facing window is ideal. Give it a quarter 
turn at each watering and you will be reward-
ed with a nice straight stem.  

If window space is out of the question, it 
will do okay in a well-lit room as well, pro-
viding the lights are on for most of the day. 
Temperatures should range between 60-70 
degrees during the day; slightly cooler at 
night.  

It is important that the Norfolk Island 
pine be kept from temps below 50 degrees 
for any length of time or injury may occur. 
Therefore, be sure it is in a bag or protective 
sleeve when you bring it home from the store 
in chilly winter weather.  

Keep its soil moist but not soaking wet. 
Sometimes lower limbs may brown and 

then drop. Age, as well as erratic watering can 
cause this problem. Repot and check water-
ing practices.  

Fertilize in the spring, once active growth 
resumes.

Perhaps the most cherished of all tender 
herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus officina-
lis), the herb of remembrance. Its needle like 
leaves and fragrant foliage make it a wonder-
ful candidate for use as a table top Christmas 
tree!

One of the more common questions when 
people toured Old Sturbridge Village’s green-
house in the off-season, was “How do you 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Live tabletop Christmas 
trees become year-
round houseplants

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

Pied-bill grebe
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
12/5/24-12/11/2412/5/24-12/11/24

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
31/40 COUNT

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............

$199
lb

lb
$133

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN EDWARDS

TURTLE CREAM PIE 25.1 OZ ......... $599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS ........................BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$335
lb

$999
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..

$249
lb

$255

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
HORMEL SMOKED HAM ......$299
SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE .......

$444
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST
RIB END or LOIN END ......$199

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

manage to overwinter your rosemar-
ies?  They are some of the biggest I’ve 
ever seen!”  

In a controlled setting such as a 
greenhouse, it’s really not that difficult. 
Tender plants can be given as much 
sun as Mother Nature provides, but 
with the use of thermostats and vents, 
temperatures can be kept to a mini-
mum.  

We set the thermostat at 55 degree 
night temperatures, and vents opened 
when daytime heat reaches seventy. 
Low temperatures like these won’t 
push the plants into growth when win-
ter day length and daylight can’t sup-
port it. Because of this the plants are 
stocky, not lanky.  

We watered when the soil is dry to 
the touch – sometimes this might be as 
infrequently as twice a week during an 
overcast stretch, or as often as every 
day if  the sun is out. For home culture, 
a sunny but cool locale is best.   

For me, it’s my “mudroom!” 
One treat that many gardeners don’t 

get to appreciate is the beautiful blue 
flowers that are borne on the plant in 
the short days of winter. Legend ties 
the plant to the Virgin Mary, saying 
that flowers that were originally white 
were turned to blue when she spread 
her cloak on its branches.  

Yet another reason that makes it a 
great choice for a mini Christmas tree!

With any luck, a Norfolk Island 
pine and Rosemary can go from being 
great Christmas decorations to won-
derful year round houseplants.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
33 years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN  I  FROM PAGE 4

PALMER – There is a new mural 
greeting pediatric patients and their 
families in the Emergency Department 
at Baystate Wing Hospital. 

It is a creation and gift from eight 
art students from Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High School. The 
mural, which took the students three 
days to complete in the ED, was devel-
oped in phases over the past few months 
while working under the creative leader-
ship of Darlene Henshaw, the studio art 
teacher at Pathfinder Tech.   

“The request from the pediatric care 

team in the ED first came to us in 2023 
when our Pathfinder Tech Art Depart-
ment was asked to create and paint mu-
rals on the walls of the treatment room 
dedicated to the care of pediatric pa-
tients,” said Henshaw in a press release. 
“The planning and painting of the mu-
ral was finally completed this October, 
following a lengthy pandemic-related 
delay.”

 “Our students heard directly from 
the people working in the Emergency 
Department, which was very valuable 
for this learning experience,” said Hen-

Emergency Department recognizes Pathfinder Tech students for mural
shaw. “Following my meeting with the 
ED team, our students came together 
after school every Tuesday and Thurs-
day to develop the concept, ‘Landscape 
with Hidden Creatures,’ sketch the im-
ages, then paint canvas panel prototypes 
to ensure that their visions would work 
on a much larger scale on the four walls 
of the room. I wanted their vision to 
come through, and I had faith in all of 
them. These eight students took the ball 
and ran with it.” 

 “Visiting the Emergency Depart-
ment can be scary for children and 
parents alike,” said Dr. James Munger, 
associate chief of emergency medicine 
and pediatric emergency care coordi-
nator.  “Families bringing a child to the 
Emergency Department often face a 
mix of emotions including anxiety, and 
uncertainty, coupled with the stress of 
navigating an unfamiliar environment. 
The bright colors and friendly animal 
characters help to lift the mood of chil-
dren and parents in a tough situation. 
We are grateful to the Pathfinder Tech 
students and teachers for sharing their 
talents with us.” 

In addition to helping with supplies 
to paint the mural, a generous gift from 
the Baystate Health Foundation has 
also allowed the ED team to purchase 
items for a treasure box for children, 
so as they leave the ED, they can take 
home a prize from the BWH care team. 
The funds have also helped to purchase 
toys and games for children to use if  
they must wait for a procedure or test 
result. 

“Life experiences are the best teach-
ers – those three days painting the mural 

in the Emergency Department and the 
creative work, collaboration, and stu-
dent friendships developed that led up 
to completing this community project 
will be a memory cemented in the minds 
and hearts of these students forever,” 
said Henshaw. 

“We are so incredibly honored and 
thankful to these special Pathfinder 
Tech student artists for sharing their tal-
ents, imagination, and most important-
ly for bringing comfort to our smallest 
patients and their families,” said Karli 
Barrett, president, and chief operat-
ing officer for Baystate Wing Hospital. 
“This healing environment will great-
ly enhance the care our ED team pro-
vides.”  

Shown from left are Ryleigh LaRocque, Mya Welch, Kayla Bingle, Trish Murdock, Mason Cardin, Evelyn Shilosky, Jameson Sterner and Darlene Henshaw, Art Teacher. Not pictured was Blair Shown.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS BY OLIVIA 
FALCONE

Students spend three days painting the mural in the 
Baystate Wing Hospital Emergency Department. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

BLACK FRIDAY
Gift Card Deals Available

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

Saturday & Sunday, December 14th & 15th • 12-5pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED FOR SEATING IN RESTAURANT. 

Vendor applications – cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com

Join us for a  
  weekend of Christmas Joy

SANTA 
ARRIVING 
AT 1 P.M.

FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA, 

HAY RIDES, 
40+ VENDORS, 

COOKIE 
DECORATING 

& CRAFTS

Local Police Depts 
collecting 

unwrapped toys 
& K9 dogs

demonstrations

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Two area direct care nursing home 
workers are among the 2024 scholarship 
recipients awarded by the Massachu-
setts Senior Care Foundation.

Anna Cruz is a Certified Nursing 
Assistant at the Quaboag Rehabilita-
tion and Skilled Care Center nursing 
home in West Brookfield who is tak-
ing pre-requisite courses to pursue a 
Licensed Practical Nursing degree at 
Holyoke Community College. 

Cruz was recognized for having “a 
gently and loving touch with the resi-
dents,” and someone who is “incredibly 
dedicated and hard-working, who greets 
everyone with a smile.” She also goes 
out of her way to be a mentor to others.

Alicia Decelle is a Staff Development 
Coordinator/Infection Preventionist at 

Palmer Health Care Center who is pur-
suing an Associate Degree in Nursing 
at Quinsigamond Community College. 
Decelle was recognized for being “a 
great teacher, and a hard worker,” who 
is well respected by her peers.

“We commend the 2024 Mass Se-
nior Care Foundation Scholars for their 
commitment to this profession and to 
the older adults and individuals with 
disabilities who consider our facilities 
their home,” said Bill Bogdanovich, 
chair of the Mass Senior Care Founda-
tion Board of Directors and President 
and CEO of Broad Reach Healthcare. 
“The Foundation is proud to support 
these dedicated individuals in achiev-
ing their educational and professional 
goals.”

“We believe strongly that a well-sup-
ported and educated workforce is crit-
ical to promoting a positive resident 
experience,” said Tara Gregorio, presi-
dent of the Mass Senior Care Associa-
tion. “Working with Mass Senior Care 
Foundation, our affiliate organization, 
we are focusing our resources on ex-
panding career ladder opportunities, 
attracting new dynamic talent into the 
profession, while we also continue to ad-
dress our frontline workforce shortages 
by improving recruitment and retention 
strategies.”

About the Massachusetts Senior 
Care Foundation

The Massachusetts Senior Care 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
charitable organization founded in 1985 

by visionary leaders of the long term 
care provider community to enhance 
the quality of care for older adults and 
people with disabilities. 

Through partnerships with profes-
sional, government and academic or-
ganizations, the Foundation promotes 
innovative tools, services, programs and 
research to benefit workforce and clini-
cal quality across the continuum of care. 

In addition, since 1985, the Foun-
dation’s highly regarded annual schol-
arship program, designed to build the 
skills of our long term care workforce, 
has awarded nearly $3 million in schol-
arships to help more than 1,600 long 
term care staff to advance their educa-
tional and professional development in 
long term care.

Local nursing home workers receive scholarships

PALMER – The Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce, the non-prof-
it organization that promotes business, 
development and tourism within sur-
rounding communities of Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Worcester counties, has 
announced the election of its Officers 
& Directors following the Chamber’s 
Annual Meeting conducted earlier this 
month.

“The Chamber is blessed to have a 
diverse group of business leaders who 
bring their wealth of experience, knowl-
edge and dedication to our region,” said 
James Przypek, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce.  “Each of them has demonstrat-
ed their commitment in assisting our 
member businesses with the tools and 
resources they need to grow, and to pro-
mote the Quaboag Hills region to visi-
tors and residents alike.”

The Chamber has elected Palmer 
resident and the co-owner of J. Stolar 
Insurance Agency, Renee Niedziela, 
as President of the Chamber. Niedzie-
la first joined the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors in 2016, and since 2018, has 
served on several Committees, and as 
both Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer 
during her tenure with the Chamber.

David Loos of Brimfield has been 
elected as the Chamber’s 1st President, 

while Edward Fisher Jr. of Wales has 
been tapped as 2nd Vice President. 

Loos, joined the Chamber’s Board in 
2023 following a successful law enforce-
ment career and has since be named an 
Associate Partner with Keller Williams 
Realty Pioneer Valley.  Fisher is the 
owner of Fisher Tech Solutions, a dig-
ital marketing agency that specializes in 
custom web development, search engine 
and pay-per-click optimization.

New appointments to the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors include:  Kaitlin 
Young of the Hardwick Vineyard & 
Winery, Michael Moore, owner of Silver 
Bell Farm in Monson, Rebecca Maurer, 
owner of Quabbin Valley Eye Care in 
Palmer, and Michael Harris, owner of 
multiple businesses and development 
properties in both Ware and Palmer.

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce Officers and Directors are: Pres-
ident, Renee Niedziela, J. Stolar Insur-
ance Agency; 1st Vice President, David 
Loos, Keller Williams Realty Pioneer 
Valley; 2nd Vice President, Edward 
Fisher Jr., Fisher Tech Solutions; Trea-
surer, Julie Quink, Burkhart, Pizzanelli, 
P.C.; Assistant Treasurer, Lena Buteau, 
Monson Savings Bank; and Clerk:  Amy 
Scribner, River East School to Career.

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors are: Susan 

Barbiasz, Westfield Bank; Eric Duda, 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational Tech-
nical School District; Tracey Giard, 
Country Bank; Teresa Grove, Baystate 
Health Foundation; Michael Harris, 
Canna Retreat & Dioguardi Jewelers; 
Rebecca Maurer, Quabbin Valley Eye 
Care; Michael Moore, Silver Bell Farm; 
Lorna Stone, Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown; and Kaitlin Young, Hard-
wick Vineyard & Winery.

About the Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce

Established in 1978 and headquar-
tered in Palmer, the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce’s purpose is 
to advance economic growth, interests 
and tourism for our members through 
policies, programs and development in 
the Quaboag Hills region, including the 
15 towns of Belchertown, Brimfield, 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, Hard-
wick, Holland, Monson, New Brain-
tree, North Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, 
Wales, Ware, Warren and West Brook-
field.

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce announces 2025 officers and directors

WARREN – Warren Parks & Recreation Department’s Light the Night 
holiday decorating contest will be held in Warren and West Warren on Dec. 
13, 14 and 15 from 5-9 p.m.

Maps and voting information will be available for drive-thru pickup on 
Dec. 13 from 5-8 p.m. at the Shepard Municipal Building, 48 High St., at 
the front entrance door. See Santa and Mrs. Claus, enjoy hot chocolate and 
some goodies provided by the Parks & Recreation Department.

On Dec. 14 and 15, maps and voting information will be available out-
side the Shepard Municipal Building (second entrance) and on the Parks 
Department’s Facebook page. 

Voting will be open from Dec. 13 at 5 p.m. through Dec. 18 at 11:59 p.m. 

Light the Night holiday 
decorating contest Dec. 13-15

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.
Let them know you saw

their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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CHRISTMAS

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Bogey Doubles
EAST BROOKFIELD – The Bogey 

Doubles league on Monday nights had 
a night out of bowling prior to Thanks-
giving. 

The standings as of Nov. 25 have 
the doubles team of Tom Clauson and 
Gary Santora in first place with a total 
of 46 victories. In second place with 42 
victories is the team of Erik Pellett and 
Jim Nester. Finishing in third place with 
40 victories.

The league bowled the Monday 
night before Thanksgiving and will re-
turn to league play on the first Monday 
in December. One of the matches was 
between the team of Pellett & Nester 
bowled against Gauthier & Clough. 

In game one, Gauthier & Clough 
defeated Pellett & Nester 265-245. The 
highest game in game one was bowled 
by Dan “Shoe” Gauthier with a 110. In 
game two, Pellett & Nester rebounded 
with a win of their own, 283-264. Jim 
Nester bowled a 121 and Pellett bowled 
a 111. 

In game three, Gauthier & Clough 
won the last game 284-244. Gauthier 
ended the match with a 126 and a series 
of 347. 

Total pinfall was won by Gauthier & 
Clough 813-772. 

The team of Travis Sandman and 
Luke Marvin bowled against Jack Ta-
lamini and Bill Gravel. In game one, 
Sandman & Marvin defeated Talamini 
& Gravel 274-253. Sandman began the 
match by bowling a 122. 

In game two, Talamini & Gravel won 
with a 303 combined score to Sandman 
& Marvin’s 255. Jack Talamini bowled a 
great game, 141. 

In game three, Sandman & Mar-
vin bowled a 311 to win the last game. 
Sandman finished with a 120 and a se-
ries of 333. Luke Marvin finished with 
a 139 and a series of 351. Sandman 7 
Marvin won total pinfall with a final 
score of 840-815. 

Mondor & Brayton bowled against 
Renaud & Ward. In game one, Mondor 
& Brayton won 267-260. Steve Renaud 
Sr. started off with a 120. In game two, 
Renaud & Ward won 282-246. Tina 
Ward bowled a 131 to get her team the 
victory.

In game three, Mondor & Bray-

ton won the last game 276-265. Ward 
bowled a 117 and a series of 344. 

The total pinfall was won by Renaud 
& Ward 807-789. 

The top seed Clauson & Santora 
bowled against Rando and MacDou-
gall. In game one, Rando & MacDou-
gall 283-267. Duncan MacDougall 
started off the match with a 113. 

In game two, Rando & MacDougall 
won again 292-260. Dave Rando carried 
the team with a 116 in game two. 

In game three, Rando & MacDou-
gall won the last game to sweep the #1 
seed, 269-253. The final score was 844-
780 in favor of Rando 7 MacDougall. 

The Aaron team, Halbedel & Fon-
taine, bowled against Murphy & Ken-
neson. In game one, The Aarons won 
the first game 277-244. Aaron Fontaine 
began the match by bowling a 139. 

In game two, the Aarons won again 
260-247. Fontaine bowled a 123 on his 
team’s way to another win. 

In game three, Halbedel & Fontaine 
won for a three game sweep over Mur-
phy & Kenneson, 259-236. Fontaine 
bowled another 123 for a series of 385. 
Total pinfall was won by the Aarons, 
796-727. 

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes 

Tournament
PALMER – Saturday, Dec. 14, Dia-

mond Junction Bowling Lanes in Palm-
er is hosting its first ever King of the 
Hill bowling tournament. 

This tournament will be an in-house 
tournament, meaning those who can 
compete are league candlepin bowlers 
at Diamond Junction. Fellow league 
bowlers will battle it out over the course 
of three games to qualify in a stepladder 
final to determine the first king of the 
hill. 

The tournament will be 100% hand-
icapped based off the bowlers’ highest 
league average. Entry fee is $35 and 
prize money will be awarded to the top 
five qualifiers in the stepladder. 

Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes 
offers leagues during the week, Monday 
through Friday and many bowlers will 
experience a tournament format for the 
first time. The tournament is available 
for league bowlers at Diamond Junc-
tion Bowling Lanes only. The tourna-
ment will take place Saturday, Dec. 14 
at 11am.

To sign up call the lanes at 413-289-
0013. Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes 
is located at 1446 North Main St. = 

Candlepin League News

BARRE – On Saturday, Dec. 14 at 7 
p.m., the Circle of Song will be perform-
ing Dan Forrest’s “Requiem for the Liv-
ing” in Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., 
at 7 p.m.

“Requiem for the Living”, a choral 
composition in five movements, was 
completed in 2013, The Latin text that 
Forrest set combines sections from the 
Requiem with biblical texts from Eccle-
siastes - (Vanity of Vanities, All is Mean-
ingless) and the Book of Job (the prob-
lem of evil).

“Requiem for the Living” is an ex-

tended setting of the Requiem, a mass 
for the dead in the Catholic Church. 
Forrest took some parts from the Requi-
em mass, however arranged in different 
order, and added a movement, Vanitas 
Vanitatum, as the second movement. 
The five movements are Introit- Kyrie, 
Vanitas Vanitatum, Agnus Dei, Sanctus, 
and Lux Aeterna. 

The first movement uses the tradi-
tional text Introit and Kyrie from the 
Requiem. The second movement deals 
with the transience of everything living. 
The third movement is Agnus Dei, nor-

mally found towards the end of a Requi-
em, and requesting the Lamb of God to 
grant mercy and eternal rest. The fourth 
movement is Sanctus. The text “Pleni 
sunt caeli et terra gloria tua” (Heaven 
and Earth are full of your glory) is set 
to music inspired by images taken from 
the Hubble Space Telescope, and the 
imagination of a city full of life. The 
final movement, Lux Aeterna (Eternal 
light) also includes text from the Gospel 
of Matthew. “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour” 

In the Circle of Song performance 

of “Requiem for the Living”, solos will 
be performed by Karen Guertin, Marna 
Mucha, Anne Kneeland, Nancy Afonso, 
Mark Doyle and Jennifer Williams. 

Under the direction of the COS pia-
nist, Cailan McClure, “Aint a That Good 
News” and Ave Maria will also be sung. 

If you are interested in joining Circle 
of Song, contact Julie Rawson, direc-
tor, at julie@mhof.net, 978-257-1192, or 
show up at the Barre Town Hall, 2 Ex-
change St., Barre, on Thursday, Jan. 16 
at 7 p.m. You can learn more about Cir-
cle of Song at https://circleofsong.net/.

Circle of Song to sing ‘Requiem for the Living’ Dec. 14

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current
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Our community businesses have 
been the heartbeat of Main 
Street America for genera-

tions. And, when asked to name a favor-
ite restaurant, service, or shop - you’re 
sure to cite a unique local business. 
 Embracing the idea of community 
businesses that provide personalized 
service is key, but we often overlook that 
their survival depends on our patronage. 
Consider that the next time you head 
out to make a purchase. Remind your-
self of the quality experience of shop-

ping local and how your community ben-
efits. Remind yourself Main Street is 
the heartbeat and those businesses are 
essential to our local economy. 

Think outside of the big box – 
support community businesses.

www.turley.com

Support the community businesses who advertise in your hometown newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Country Journal • Chicopee Register  • The Journal Register

The Register  • Quaboag Current • Sentinel • The Holyoke Sun 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times • Town Reminder • Ware River News

think OUTSIDE
of the BIG BOX
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WARE – While the extra point in col-
lege and professional football is almost 
automatic, it definitely is not in high 
school. The second extra point kicked 
by Brady Dyer was the difference maker 

on a soaked, raw Thanksgiving morn-
ing as Ware defeated Quaboag 14-13. 
Ware’s season finishes with a 7-3 record 
overall while Quaboag’s season ends at 
4-7 overall.

Extra point makes difference on Thanksgiving

Jacob Cacace drags an Indian player down the sideline on this yardage run. TURLEY PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.
SMUGMUG.COM

Cougars defensive pursuits continued throughout the battle. Cameron Evans plows through this Indian defensive duo.

Brasen Sauriol displayed an impressive arsenal of 
his running talents.

Gavin Williams follows his blockers through the fray.

BARRE – Quabbin High School 
football was looking to score its 
eighth win of the season last Thurs-
day morning on Thanksgiving morn-
ing. Unfortunately, for the second 

time this season, Gardner prevailed 
and the Panthers suffered a 12-6 loss 
on a rain-soaked matchup on Gard-
ner’s turf field. The Panthers season 
ends at 7-4 overall.

Touchdown makes difference in Panthers Turkey Day loss

Bryce Venne pounces on a fumble.

Bryce Venne kicks off for the Panthers during action in 2024.
Luke Salvadore tries to take off on a run. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLINoah Miett makes a block on the line.Jamyeson Pina attempts to make a tackle.
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PALMER – Last 
Thursday morn-
ing, Pathfinder and 
Belchertown were 
knotted 14-14. But 
a touchdown in the 
second half sealed 
the win for Path-
finder, giving the Pi-
oneers it’s 10th win 
in the all-time series 
against the Orioles. 
The two teams were 
able to play the game 
on Palmer High’s 
Legion field with the 
Panthers on the road 
at Ludlow. Pathfind-
er’s win on Thanks-
giving was its third 
for 2024.

Late touchdown lifts Pioneers

Anthony Arventos sends a kick away. TURLEY PHOTOS BY SOFIA DIGRANDEQuarterback Anthony Arventos sends a throw up the middle.

The Pioneers huddle up before a play. Nicholas Pfister looks to avoid tacklers as he makes a run 
for the sideline.

Jake Mastej looks to make a tackle.

SPRINGFIELD – 
Last Monday night on 
the turf of Pope Fran-
cis High School, high 
school soccer held all-
star games. Class C and 
D played in one match 
while A and B clashed 
in another. Lucas Alvan 
and Thomas Wadas were 
among the all-stars, rep-
resenting Ludlow High 
School in the match.

All-Star soccer action

Justin Davis and Evan Costa represented Pathfinder in this year’s boys 
all-star game. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Evan Costa represents Pathfinder in the Class C and D game. Justin Davis moves up the field.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (10-9-1-0) 
got off to a quick start en route to a 
3-2 win over the Providence Bruins (8-
10-2-0) on Sunday afternoon at Ami-
ca Mutual Pavilion on a day when the 
two teams sported throwback jerseys. 
Springfield donned the Indians jerseys 
circa 1979, while the Bruins wore their 
late 1990s gold “Pooh Bear” logo jer-
seys.

The T-Birds jumped ahead on the 
scoreboard for a sixth consecutive 
game, this time just 3:51 into the con-
test. Scott Harrington settled a puck at 
the right point and fired it toward the 
net mouth with two teammates setting 
up screens. Aleksanteri Kaskimaki 
showed terrific hand-eye coordination, 
successfully spiking it down to the 
ice between the legs of Bruins goalie 
Michael DiPietro, giving the T-Birds 
a 1-0 lead. Harrington picked up his 
first point as a T-Bird, and Dalibor 
Dvorsky earned the secondary assist to 
extend his point streak to five games.

Colten Ellis drew the net for a sec-
ond consecutive start, looking to ex-
tend a five-game streak without a reg-
ulation loss, making nine stops in the 
opening period. The Bruins’ first and 
only power play of the period, though, 
got the game evened when Patrick 
Brown cleaned up his own rebound 
following a splendid Ellis save at 13:49, 
evening the slate, 1-1. 

Springfield failed to connect on its 
first power play, but the T-Birds took 
advantage with 1:56 of man-up time 

to begin the second. Samuel Johannes-
son got the play started from the right 
point, whipping a pass in the left circle 
to Marcus Sylvegard. The winger un-
corked a shot that DiPietro deflected 
but could not cover. The rebound sat 
in the blue paint, where Matt Luff 
swooped in to backhand the puck 
across the goal line to give the T-Birds 
the 2-1 lead just 38 seconds into the 
middle period.

The Bruins attack could not get 
anything going in the T-Birds end, reg-
istering just four shots on Ellis for the 
duration of the second. Springfield’s 
offense remained opportunistic and 
extended the lead at 13:04 when Dylan 
Peterson flipped a puck toward the net, 
allowing Reece Newkirk to slip it into 
the blue paint and Drew Callin to bury 
the loose change to make it a 3-1 score.

Providence did not go down easily 
as defenseman Mason Millman con-
nected for his first goal as a Bruin with 
a slap shot just 1:36 into the final peri-
od to make it a 3-2 game. The Bruins 
had the bulk of the offensive chances 
in the final period, but Ellis and the 
Springfield defense did enough to pre-
vent the home side from finding an 
equalizer. Ellis, who is now 5-0-1 in 
his last six starts, had 25 saves in the 
victory.

The T-Birds, who now sit above the 
.500 plateau for the first time since they 
won their season opener, rest up before 
welcoming the Bridgeport Islanders on 
Friday night at the MassMutual Cen-
ter, with puck drop set for 7:05 p.m.

T-Birds climb back above 
.500 with win over Bruins
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SPRINGFIELD – The  MGM 
Springfield Basketball Hall of Fame 
Classic, presented by the Massachu-
setts Office of Travel and Tourism, 
takes place on “World Basketball Day,” 
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the MassMutual 
Center and will be televised nationally 
on CBS Sports Network. 

“We are proud to work with local 
stakeholders to bring local businesses 
in as sponsors of the Basketball Hall 
of Fame Classic,” said John L. Doleva, 
President and CEO of the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame. “Thank you 
to MGM Springfield and the Massa-
chusetts Office of Travel and Tourism 
for supporting the Hall of Fame Clas-
sic and helping us fulfill our mission of 
celebrating and promoting basketball’s 
history and bringing four great teams 
to the ‘Birthplace of Basketball.’”

“This iconic event in the birth-
place of basketball is a hoop dream 
realized for many of the sports’ up 
and coming stars,” said Louis Theros, 

MGM Springfield President and COO. 
“MGM Springfield is incredibly proud 
to support and celebrate the Classic, 
honoring basketball’s rich legacy, in-
spiring future generations, bringing 
visitors to downtown, and shining a 
light on the City of Firsts.”

“The Basketball Hall of Fame Clas-
sic is a slam dunk for Massachusetts 
tourism,” said Kate Fox, Executive Di-
rector of the Massachusetts Office of 
Travel and Tourism. “By celebrating 
World Basketball Day in the sport’s 
birthplace, we’re inviting visitors from 
across the country to experience the 
excitement of the game and explore 
our state’s diverse offerings.”

Tickets for the 2024 Basketball 
Hall of Fame Classic are on sale 
now via  massmutualcenter.com  and 
the MassMutual Center Box Office. 
For more information, please vis-
it hoophall.com. Group ticket pricing 
and hospitality opportunities are also 
available.

Hall of Fame hosting pair 
of college matchups

WITCHITA, KS  – The Worcester 
Railers HC (8-10-0-1 17pts) fell to the 
Wichita Thunder (10-9-1-0, 21pts), on 
Saturday night by the final score of 6-2 
in front of a crowd of 4,009 at the IN-
TRUST Bank Arena. The Railers are 
back on the ice next at the Cool Insuring 
Arena taking on the Adirondack Thun-
der on Wednesday, December 4 at 7:00 
p.m. EST.

It was Wichita who tallied the first 
goal on the board as they took an early 
1-0 lead 1:08 into the first period, with a 
goal from Jeremie Bucheler (1-1-2). Joe 
Carroll (1-0-1) extended the lead to 2-0 
6:01 into the first. Colin Jacobs (1-0-1) 
then netted one for Worcester making 
it a 2-1 game. Wichita then scored two 
unanswered to finish the first period 
coming from Nolan Kneen (1-0-1) and 
Nolan Burke (1-0-1) making it a 4-1 
Wichita lead headed into the second pe-
riod. Anthony Repaci (1-0-1) scored the 
only second period goal with his power 
play goal with under a second remaining 
in the period. Wichita closed the game 
out with two third period goals, the 
first coming from Michal Stinil (1-1-2) 
on the power play while Braden Hache 
(1-1-2) was able to score on the empty 
net to close out the scoring, leaving the 
game with a 6-2 final score.

The scoring came early from Wichi-
ta through the first 20 minutes of play. 

Wichita got started with a goal from 
Jeremie Bucheler (4th) just 1:08 into 
the game. Joe Carrol (7th) extended the 
Wichita lead to 2-0 6:01 into the first. 
The Railers answered back with a goal 
from Colin Jacobs (2nd) with just over 
eight minutes to go in the first. Wichita 
finished the period by pushing their lead 
to 4-1 with goals from Nolan Kneen 
(1st) and Nolan Burke (3rd). Shots fa-
vored Worcester in the first 22-12.

Despite the five total goals in the first 
both teams scoring slowed down in the 
second period. It looked as if  the second 
period would go without a score until 
Anthony Repaci (14th) scored a power 
play goal with under a second to go in 
the period making it a 4-2 game head-
ing into the third period. Shots Favored 
Worcester 12-8 in the second.

The third period was another low 
scoring period on both ends. The stale-
mate was broken when the Thunder got 
on the power play and cashed in with 
a goal from Michal Stinil (10th) 16:15 
into the third period. The Railers went 
with an empty net late in the third trying 
to make the comeback, but the Braden 
Hache (1st) of the Thunder was able to 
get the puck all the way down the ice 
and score on the empty net making the 
final score 6-2. Shots favored Worcester 
16-12 in the third and 50-32 in the game.

Railers takes two of 
three on the road

HOLYOKE – The Internation-
al Volleyball Hall of Fame an-
nounced the passing of Board of 
Directors member Charlie Diener 
on Oct. 29. He was a dedicated and 
long-time member of the IVHF 
Board of Directors. Charlie’s pas-
sion for volleyball and his unwav-
ering commitment to the Hall of 
Fame were exemplified through 
his leadership as past Chair of the 
Events Committee and his many 
years of service to our mission. 
“Charlie’s legacy will live on in 
every event that we host, in every 
inductee that we honor, and in the 
many lives that he influenced while 
on the IVHF Board,” said IVHF 

President  Steve Bishop.   “Back in 
2017 we honored Charlie (and Rick 
Barry) with the inaugural IVHF 
President’s Award for their long-
time service.  They set the standard 
for future recipients of this award.” 
“Charlie’s contributions went far 
beyond the planning and execu-
tion of events,” said  George Mul-
ry, IVHF Executive Director. “He 
brought energy, creativity, and a 
collaborative spirit that inspired 
those around him. His tireless 
work and genuine love for the sport 
have left an indelible mark on our 
organization, and his efforts have 
played a significant role in shaping 
the IVHF’s legacy.”

Volleyball Hall mourns lossWE’RE
    ALL
     EARS
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The students spent Oct. 15-18 at the 
Ecology School, which is an annual trip 
the school district holds to help inte-
grate the students from both schools be-
fore they attend middle school together. 
Time at the Ecology School is spent en-
joying lessons, games and activities.

“We learned a lot about erosion, plate 
tectonics and the ABCs of ecology,” one 
of the students said. “It was very fun.” 

Students also enjoyed the food at the 
Ecology School, which was described as 
“very good,” especially the chicken ta-
cos. Students competed for “The Gold-
en Spoon,” a prize awarded to the clean-
est meal table. 

Sixth graders took a bus from the 
Ecology School to explore tide pools, 
getting a close up view of crabs and 
snails. 

“It was fun because you could kind 
of just go explore with your group in 
different areas,” another student said.

Changes in athletic league
Athletic Director David Bouchard 

said the school district is currently part 
of the 12-school district known as the 
Southern Worcester County League.

He said the league is diverse, with 
larger regional schools like Tantasqua, 
matched with smaller districts like 
Quaboag.

“That discrepancy in size often leads 
to competitions between schools that 
really don’t make a whole lot of sense,” 
Bouchard said. “It’s typically not a very 
competitive situation. Those situations 
aren’t good for either school, and they’re 
situations that are very challenging to 
manage.”

Bouchard said there have been con-
versations amongst the 35 school dis-
tricts in District 2 about creating more 
equitable competition. He said it was 
decided that these school districts would 
all merge into one league.

“The metrics for determining who 
we’re going to play…will be based on 
the same metrics that are used for de-
ciding tournaments,” he said, including 
using power rankings and a competitive 
equity multiplier.

These are measuring standards that 
the state is already using, Bouchard 
said. 

Bouchard said the benefits will be 
better competition and more equal play-
ing fields, as well as more junior varsity 
opportunities, primarily for female ath-
letes. 

“This would broaden our pool of 
people that we could go out and get 
JV soccer games with, JV field hockey 
games, as we need them,” he said.

Bouchard said this change is expect-
ed to start for the fall 2025 athletic sea-
son.

Cheerleader recognition
Bouchard and the School Committee 

recognized the fall cheerleading team 
for its long and successful season.

“Congratulations on a wonderful 
season that is still in progress,” Bouch-
ard said. “You are officially, along with 
football, the longest season of the entire 
fall. You’ve managed to do that because 
you’ve been very successful.”

Bouchard credited the team’s coach-
es and the student athletes’ dedication 
and work ethic.

Duff talked about the growth of the 
cheerleading program and the number 
of hours spent training for competition.

“It’s a great group of girls, very hard-
working,” Coach Jennifer Gagnon said.

She thanked the school district’s 
administration for supporting the pro-
gram.

MCAS scores and student growth
Superintendent Stephen Duff said 

the school district received Massa-
chusetts Comprehensive Assessment 
System results, which showed that the 
school district was “not in need of ser-
vice.”

He said this is determined by the 
progress that students are making 
through grades three through six at 
the elementary school level, as well as 
grades seven, eight and 10 at the middle/
high school.

West Brookfield Elementary School 
Principal Melissa Provost said third 
grade students at her school were rec-
ognized by the commonwealth for their 
high achievements in English Language 
Arts and math. 

Fifty percent of the third grade stu-
dents met or exceeded the state average 
in ELA and 8% surpassed it. In math, 
62% of the students met or exceeded 
and 17% surpassed the state average.

Provost said the impact of COVID-19 
is still evident for fourth grade students, 
who have not shown the same amount 
of growth as the third graders. 

“Our third graders are the first group 
of students that have had some pre-
school and kindergarten, full, all the 
way through,” she said. “It does have an 
impact overall.”

Provost said even though fourth 
grade students didn’t score as high, 
there was 47% student growth in ELA 
and 51% in math. 

Fifth grade students, who experi-
enced remote and hybrid learning in 
their first two years of school, have 
shown a “fairly high” percentage in-
crease for student growth.

She said there was another big jump 
in ELA scores for sixth grade students 
with a median student growth percent-
age of 70% compared to the state aver-
age of 50%.

Warren Community Elementary 
School Principal Eugene Rich said while 
there are still challenges for third grade 

students, about 83% are at least partially 
meeting expectations or better in ELA.

“Looking at that percentage growth, 
we want to see which students we can 
get them to move to that next level and 
make sure that we’re targeted for that,” 
Rich said.

In math, the third grade students are 
comparable to the state average, Rich 
said. 

In grade four, ELA scores show stu-
dents in the “partially meeting expec-
tations” category being very close to 
“meeting expectations.”

Rich said grade four math scores re-
main consistent compared to last year’s 
data. 

Rich said the grade five curriculum is 
challenging, and that all of the educa-
tors are dedicated to improving instruc-
tion and working with students.

The sixth grade average for ELA is 
almost the same as the state average, 
and the majority of students were able 
to land in the “meeting expectations” 
and “partially meeting expectations” 
categories for math.

In the middle school, Duff said 81% 
of grade seven students are making 
progress toward their goals in ELA, 
with 45% student growth. He said with 
math, 93% are making progress with the 
student growth at 41%.

Grade eight ELA had 31% student 
growth and math is also trending in the 
right direction. For science and technol-
ogy, students are at 87% making prog-
ress toward meeting expectations.

In the high school, Duff said grade 
10 students continue to do “a spectac-
ular job” with ELA, as well as math. A 
large percentage of students are exceed-
ing or meeting expectations in ELA.

In terms of Advanced Placement 
courses, Duff said Quaboag Regional 
High School continues to be ranked as 
a silver school, and was one point short 
of earning a gold school rating.

“Our students have a very well 
rounded education here at Quaboag,” 
Duff said. 

Duff said as of Dec. 5, the MCAS 
will no longer be a requirement for grad-
uation. He said the John and Abigail 
Adams Scholarship will still be awarded 
based on MCAS results for graduating 
seniors attending state colleges and uni-
versities. 

Student Advisory Council update
Student Advisory Council represen-

tatives Katelynn Swistak and Nora Pen-
nington-Russell gave an update about 
upcoming activities and fundraisers. 

For the senior class, a Krispy Kreme 
fundraiser will be held after Christmas, 
and class dues will be collected around 
the same time. Pennington-Russell said 
the class is also working on prom details.

Swistak said the 11th grade is meet-

ing every Wednesday to plan a “The 
Great Gatsby” themed junior dinner 
dance. She said the class is also offering 
a gift card calendar fundraiser.

The 10th grade finished a successful 
pie fundraiser, and will assist the Parks 
& Recreation Department during the 
“Light the Night” townwide event.

The ninth grade will be holding Pen-
ny Wars soon, and a basketball night 
later in the school year.

The National Honor Society, Junior 
Honor Society and National Arts Hon-
or Society have been organizing Oh So 
Strong fundraisers to benefit student 
Olivia Hebert, who was diagnosed with 
a rare form of ovarian cancer. Events in-
cluded a movie night, trivia night and a 
spaghetti dinner.

“The community wants to support 
her family,” Pennington-Russell said.

Juniors and seniors were invited to 
attend a financial aid night presented by 
Richard O’Connor from Elms College.

“It was a very informative presenta-
tion about the upcoming steps…espe-
cially for seniors planning on attending 
college next fall,” Swistak said.

Students continue to offer fall yard 
cleanups for senior citizens and commu-
nity members with health issues.

Fall sports are coming to a close, and 
the winter sports season is ready to be-
gin.

The Theater Department will per-
form “Beauty and the Beast” on Dec. 
13, 14 and 15. Tickets will be available 
online. 

Duff recognized Swistak for being 
named in the “Best of 60 Seniors” in the 
commonwealth for field hockey. During 
the game which featured student ath-
letes from across the state, Swistak 
scored a goal for her team.

“It was a great experience,” she said.
Food Services update

Duff said WCES needed a new dish-
washer which cost $47,000 and was paid 
for out of the Food Services revolving 
account. Reimbursements from school 
lunches go into this account and do not 
have an impact on the department’s op-
erating budget or town assessment.

Utility costs
The cost of electricity will be 11 cents 

per kilowatt hour; a reduction from 
last year’s rate of 17 center per kilo-
watt hour. Duff said the school district 
entered into a three-year contract for a 
reduced rate on the utility.

Duff said the cost of natural gas for 
cooking at two of the schools in the dis-
trict increased by two cents per therm.

He said the cost of heating oil has 
not been determined yet. He said the 
school district is part of the French Riv-
er Collaborative, purchasing heating oil 
at a bulk rate. 

AGREEMENT   I  FROM PAGE 1

December and has had an outstanding 
reception so far. 

The tournament will consist of a to-
tal of four shifts, two on Saturday and 
two on Sunday. Shift times on both days 
are noon and 2 p.m. Each doubles team 
will bowl a total of three games with 
their handicap added afterwards. Prizes 
will be based on the number of entries 
the tournament will draw. 

As of Dec. 1 the entries have grown 
and now have 40 teams signed up, which 
totals up to 80 bowlers. The tournament 
will take place on the weekend of Dec. 
7 and 8. Many of the bowlers who com-
pete in these tournaments come from all 
over western and even central Massa-
chusetts. 

During the tournament series bowl-
ers will earn points to help determine the 
top 24 bowlers who compete in the sea-

son championship playoff. Last year’s 
winner was Paul Green out of Agawam 
Bowl. Green is competing again in this 
year’s WNECA tournament series and 
is seeking to defend the championship. 

For any bowlers new to this tourna-
ment series, you must provide proof of 
your highest league average from last 
year. The average will help WNECA 
tournament directors determine the 
handicap for each bowler. 

More information regarding the 
Western New England Candlepin Asso-
ciation can be found on their Facebook 
page. Point standings for this year’s 
tournament series are listed on the WN-
ECA Facebook page as well. 

Cheer the bowlers on during the 
Doubles Tournament at Bogey Lanes, 
199 North Brookfield Road.

WNECA   I  FROM PAGE 1

the story time friends would like you to 
come on in and purchase your “stuff  
your own bear/animal”. The kit includes 
a stuffed animal, stuffing and house for 
$12. A portion of the proceeds will go to 
the library’s playground fund. Cash or 
check only.

The library will also be getting a vis-
it from jolly old St. Nick. Santa Clause 
will be paying a visit to the library on 
his way to the North Pole on Thursday, 

Dec. 19 at 10:30 a.m. Please drop by 
and have a picture taken with your own 
camera. Well-behaved pets are welcome 
as well. 

While you are visiting the library, feel 
free to drop off any donations to their 
Mitten Tree or if  you need anything, 
look and see what the Mitten Tree or 
food shelf has. 

The East Brookfield Public Library is 
located at 122 Connie Mack Drive.

LIBRARY   I  FROM PAGE 1

HARDWICK – The South Barre 
Rod and Gun Club, 2626 Barre Road 
(Route 32), will host the annual Stuff a 
Cruiser event to benefit the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Department’s 

Christmas for Kids Program on Sunday, 
Dec. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

This event helps give kids in the 
Hardwick and New Braintree commu-
nities a wonderful Christmas holiday. 

Annual Stuff a Cruiser toy drive is Dec. 8
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bar bills
  5. Recipe 

measurement 
(abbr.)

  8. Swiss river
 11. Czech Republic 

capital
 13. “Officially known 

as”
 14. A French abbot
 15. Having a strong 

sharp smell or taste
 16. Local area network
 17. Data transmission 

speed measure
 18. Embarrass
 20. When you hope to 

get there
 21. This (Spanish)
 22. Gives up
 25. Churchgoer
 30. Current
 31. Slang for gun
 32. Small drum
 33. Vanished union 

bigwig

 38. Rocker’s tool of the 
trade

 41. Dearth
 43. 2024 Olympics host
 45. Excess blood in the 

vessels
 48. Afrikaans
 49. Agreement between 

provider and 
customer

 50. Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation

 55. Ancient Syrian city
 56. Witch
 57. Celebrations
 59. Long period of time
 60. A team’s best 

pitcher
 61. Current unit
 62. One-time aerospace 

company
 63. French/Belgian river
 64. Swedish rock group

CLUES DOWN
  1. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)

  2. Genus of clams
  3. Remark
  4. Actor LaBeouf
  5. Ohio town
  6. Olympic sport
  7. Cure
  8. Behave in a way that 

belittles
  9. Shares a boundary 

with
 10. Give advice
 12. Promotional 

materials
 14. Assist or encourage, 

usually in some 
wrongdoing

 19. “Agatha All Along” 
actress Kathryn

 23. Small piece
 24. King of Camelot
 25. Parts per thousand 

(abbr.)
 26. Small Milky Way 

constellation
 27. One who challenges 

authority (abbr.)
 28. Equal (prefix)

 29. Shawl
 34. S. American wood 

sorrel relative
 35. The end
 36. Supervises 

interstate commerce
 37. Yes vote
 39. Officer of high rank
 40. Church office
 41. Tire pressure 

measurement
 42. From a distance
 44. Photographs
 45. Industrial process
 46. Nobel Prize-winning 

physicist
 47. Map out
 48. Mammary gland 

part of female 
mammal

 51. Honorable title 
(Turkish)

 52. Spongelike cake 
leavened with yeast

 53. Speak incessantly
 54. Poetry term
 58. Relaxing space

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
15th annual Nativities From Around 
the World held at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 108 New 
Braintree Road (Route 67) will be dis-
played for four days, Dec. 5-8.

Dates and times include Friday, Dec. 
6 from 4-8 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 7 from 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 8 from 
noon-2 p.m. 

There will be over 500 nativities dis-
played this year and all will be in settings 
of various Christmas themes. Some are 

old, some are new, some are classic and 
others modern. 

It is always amazing how many ways 
the human spirit and artistry can por-
tray the central theme of Christmas, the 
birth of Christ.

There is never a charge of any kind, 
nor any donation or solicitation for 
any event at the Church, including the 
Nativities display.  All are warmly wel-
comed. 

The Church is located 2.2 miles north 
of the North Brookfield town center.

Nativities From Around the 
World displayed Dec. 5-8

STURBRIDGE – The Federated 
Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale will 
hold its annual Holly Berry Fair on Sat-
urday, Dec. 7 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in the 
church’s Fellowship Hall at 8 Maple St.

Featured local artisans include Penny 
Adams (Violet Hummingbird), Charles 
Batterby (Sunset Leatherworks), Ben-
jamin Brigham (Brigham Crafting), 
Nancy Castendyk (The Penny Wood-
en Doll), Bonnie Fancy (Fancy Knits), 
Collette Gage (Emma’s Acres Alpacas), 
and Kimberly Hachey (Simply Soaps).

The fair will also feature Roger Hall 
(My Shop), Gary Jesz (G&J Wood-

working), Koinonia (Handicrafts), 
Nartarsha Lester (Beads by Tea), Bar-
bara L’heureux (Pen & Ink Drawings), 
Janet Rae-Sinanian (T & Roses), Deb-
ra Rooney (Making Memories), Shree 
Weaver (Shree’s Handmade Pottery), 
and Dee Wilson (Handmade by Dee).

For additional information about 
the Holly Berry Fair or other upcoming 
events, please visit the Church website at 
sturfed.org, visit the Church’s Facebook 
page @FederatedChurchSturbridge-
Fiskdale, or contact the Church office 
by calling 774-304-1021 or emailing 
churchoffice@sturfed.org.

Federated Church hosts Holly 
Berry Fair on Dec. 7

WARREN – The annual tree light-
ing will be held on the common on Fri-
day, Dec. 6 from 5-8 p.m. with a bad 
weather date of Dec. 7.

Bring a letter with a return address 
to Santa Claus and place it in the spe-
cial mail box to get a reply from the 
North Pole. Don’t forget your camera 
to take a photo with the jolly old elf.

The Quaboag High School Cheer 
team will perform at 5:30 p.m. and the 
tree lighting will be held at 6:30 p.m.

A tree decorating contest will be 
held this year. For a $5 donation, dec-
orate your provided tree from 4:30-6 
p.m. with tree judging from 6-7 p.m. 
and the winner announced at 7:15 p.m. 
Prices will be awarded to first and sec-
ond place winners.

A shuttle will be provided by Lizak 
Bus Service from Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School to the Warren 
Public Library.

Events and activities will be held 
at various locations around the com-
mon. Mason’s Grille will be open to 
serve beef stew and clam chowder (for 
purchase) and offer free refreshments; 
Warren Water Department will have 
free refreshments and a story time 
offered by the West Warren Library; 
Warren One Stop Market will have 
free coffee and Warren Package Store 
will have free hot cocoa and Glenda’s 

will have face painting and a craft.
Warren WIC will have an open 

house with games and prizes and War-
ren Public Library will have cookies. 
Dunkin Donuts will have coupons and 
the Donut Man.

Diva Dance School will host a 
number of vendors and also offer re-
freshments. The Lost Arts will have 
an open house with items for sale, and 
a chance to visit with the Grinch and 
Cindy Lou, as well as free make and 
take craft activities for the first 100 
participants. 

WWBFYC will have popcorn and 
hats for sale, in addition to 2025 season 
sign-ups and cheerleader performance.

There will be musical entertainment 
provided throughout the night by the 
Quaboag Chorus, horsedrawn carriage 
rides, s’mores making over fires pro-
vided by Parks & Recreation, apple ci-
der donated by Breezeland Orchards, 
hot dog kits ($5) and candy bars sold 
by Boy Scout Troop 142, jewelry for 
sale by Tam O’Shanter Farm, New En-
gland Rustic Shop and hot chocolate 
sold by Dance Factory.

The Warren Fire Department will 
be selling wreaths, and the Warren Po-
lice Department will stuff  a cruiser to 
benefit the Jingle Fund (toy donations 
welcomed). The CERT team will be 
handing out safety information. 

Warren’s annual tree 
lighting to be held Dec. 6
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BALED HAY FOR SALE. First cut 
and second cut. Call 413-323-7120.

JOHN DEERE D-130 double bag 
lawn tractor. $950. Very good condition. 
413-687-8178.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires, 
used only two winters. No defects. 
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S
 BOOKKEEPING 

SERVICES

Call (413) 455-4020
Email: jmbookkeeping24@

gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING
Residential, commercial 

and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 
or email Administrator@
TownofBlandford.com

 for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and 
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 23-27

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Friday, Dec. 27
at Noon for 
Publication 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3Happy Holidays!

During the week of Oct. 28-Nov. 3, the 
East Brookfield Police Department re-
sponded to 122 building/property checks, 
60 directed area patrols, three traffic con-
trols, four radar assignments, 12 emer-
gency 911 calls, three citizen assists, five 
fires, two trespasses, five complaints, one 
motor vehicle accident, one larceny/theft/
shoplifting, one burglary, five animal calls 
and 24 motor vehicle stops in the town of 
East Brookfield.

Monday, Oct. 28
8:20 a.m. Medical Emergency, Con-

nie Mack Drive, Transported to Hospi-
tal

8:38 a.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting, 
East Main Street, Investigated

10:07 a.m. Burglary, Baker Hill 
Road, Report Taken

4:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 
Mack Drive, Spoken To

5:09 p.m. Medical Emergency, Po-
dunk Road, Transported to Hospital

5:27 p.m. Assist Citizen, Bridge 
Street, Officer Handled

8:17 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-
dent, East Main Street, Arrest(s) Made

Tuesday, Oct. 29
10:04 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
2:50 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

West Sturbridge Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, Oct. 30
8:58 a.m. Medical Emergency, East 

Main Street, Transported to Hospital
5:12 p.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, Flagg 

Road, Extinguished
8:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-

dunk Road, Citation Issued
8:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued

Thursday, Oct. 31
3:34 a.m. 911 Fire/Structure, West 

Main Street, Death/Unattended
7:46 a.m. Complaint, West Main 

Street, Dispatch Handled
1:36 p.m. Complaint, Red Gable 

Road, Report Taken
8:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, Nov. 1
6:53 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehi-

cle Operations, West Main Street, Un-
founded

5 p.m. 911 Fire/Brush, Park Street, 
Extinguished

Saturday, Nov. 2
12:02 p.m. Medical Emergency, Knox 

Trail Road, Transported to Hospital
3 p.m. 911 Fire/Brush, East Main 

Street, Extinguished
7:13 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehi-

During the week of Nov. 25-Dec. 2, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 14 building/prop-
erty checks, 13 directed/area patrols, one 
radar assignment, three traffic controls, 
five emergency 911 calls, two citizen as-
sists, one complaint, two safety hazards, 
one motor vehicle accident, one fire/ille-
gal burn and one animal call in the town 
of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Nov. 26
7:35 p.m. Safety Hazard, Ware Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Wednesday, Nov. 27
5:13 a.m. Medical Emergency, Hard-

wick Road, Transported to Hospital
8:15 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Oakham Road, Negative 
Contact

Thursday, Nov. 28
9:45 a.m. Assist Citizen, Bernard 

Whitney Road, Spoken To
12:05 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Barre 

Cut Off Road, Officer Handled
9:31 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Barre Road, Transported to Hospital

Friday, Nov. 29
7:53 a.m. Medical Emergency, Hard-

wick Road, Transported to Hospital
8:03 a.m. Safety Hazard, Hardwick 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
3:08 p.m. Assist Citizen, Ravine 

Road, Dispatch Handled

Saturday, Nov. 30
4:02 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, West Road, Vehicle Towed

Sunday, Dec. 1
2:08 p.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, Mara 

Road, Services Rendered

East Brookfield Police Log

New Braintree Police Log 

- public safety -

cle Operations, Podunk Road, Services 
Rendered

9:49 p.m. Medical Emergency, Cove 
Street, Transported to Hospital

11:18 p.m. Complaint, North Brook-
field Road, Spoken To

Sunday, Nov. 3
9:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-

dunk Road, Citation Issued

10:06 a.m. Trespass, Stevens Road, 
Spoken To

11:13 a.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, Podunk 
Road, Extinguished

11:40 a.m. 911 Trespass, Dunn Brook 
Road, Report Taken

4:29 p.m. 911 Disturbance, East 
Main Street, Transported to Hospital

10:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Route 49, Criminal Complaint

WEST BROOKFIELD – The 
First Congregational Church of West 
Brookfield, 36 North Main St., will 
host an open house on Sunday, Dec. 
8 from 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. during the 
town’s White Christmas celebration. 

The kitchen opens at noon and 
the menu includes: a plentiful and 
delicious hot turkey sandwich with 
stuffing, gravy and cranberry sauce, 
hot dogs and chili dogs, homemade 
chicken soup and corn chowder, 
chicken, egg and ham salad sand-
wiches, homemade pie - apple, blue-
berry and pumpkin, a variety of hot 
and cold drinks. 

They will also offer a huge gift card 
raffle, a concert by a performance by 

the Hardwick Memorial Handbell 
Choir at 3 p.m., a Christmas car-
ol sing along with free cookies and 
cocoa at 4 p.m., “Find-the-Elf” for 
the kids, free door prize raffle and a 
bountiful baked-goods table. 

A special treat this year, is a raffle 
for a gorgeous handmade quilt. The 
pattern name is Pineapple Blossom 
and measures approximately 61inch-
es by 71 inches. 

DJ Mic will be spinning Christ-
mas tunes, and the atmosphere will 
be festive and cheery. The church is a 
wonderful place to be to welcome in 
the holiday season.

Call the church for more informa-
tion at 508-867-7078.

First Congregational participates 
in White Christmas festivities

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact pouimette@turley.com
Quaboag Current, 80 Main St., Ware • 413-967-3505

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

GILBERTVILLE/HARDWICK MULTI FAMILY $385,000
Gilbertville section of Hardwick prime 
investment property. Many updates 
done over the years. 2 large units. 
This could be a great in-law situation, 
mortgage helper or future income. 
Fantastic location and investment 
property which is located in a desirable area with easy access 
to the highway . Close to all area amenities.  Property will be 
delivered tenant free. This is a must see and will not last long!

Support Your 
Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Bring more shoppers to your door with 

locally focused advertising
in our weekly community newspapers.

Call Dan at 413-967-3505 
for rates & information

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals
Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 

U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins

Always Buying
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands,

Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware,
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates

Gardner Rare Coins
18 Parker Street, Gardner

978-632-7123
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm

Order online at FarmerMatt.com 
or call 508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order your 
Premium Holiday Roasts
Make your holiday gatherings truly special. From 
the luxurious tenderness of Tenderloin Roast to 
the mouthwatering richness of Prime Rib Roast, 
our premium cuts are the centerpiece your table 
deserves. Whether it’s a Standing Rib Roast for a 
grand feast or a Spoon Roast for a cozy meal, you’ll 
find the perfect roast to create cherished moments 
at home this holiday season.

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $679,900NEW LISTING – $679,900
46 RAGGED HILL RD., WEST BROOKFIELD, MA46 RAGGED HILL RD., WEST BROOKFIELD, MA    

Create lasting Christmas memories 
in this magnificent 2-story colonial, 
nestled on over 2 acres of land in 
West Brookfield’s scenic setting. The 
property boasts a charming Farmer’s 
porch, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, central 
air, 1st floor mud room and 2nd floor 
laundry room. The kitchen features custom cabinets, upgraded appliances 
and an 8-foot island with granite countertops and a walk-in pantry. The 
expansive primary suite offers a luxurious full bathroom with a tiled shower 
and a spacious walk-in closet. Start or end the day peacefully on the 12X12 
composite deck. An oversized 2-car garage provides additional storage 
space. Schedule a tour to own this captivating residence before the holidays. 
The builder has occupancy in hand and a quick closing is possible!!!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
7am-9pm
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 7am-3pm

Sun. 9:30am-3pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 7am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ BAKED GOODS
❖ GLUTEN FREE

❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES


