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Little Park lit up for Santa Claus
NORTH BROOKFIELD – 

Last Saturday night, the streets of 
downtown were lined with people 
eager to catch a glimpse of every-
one’s favorite jolly old elf, Santa 
Claus.

Christmas songs played from 
Little Park, courtesy of DJ Brian, 
and soon the parade lights could 
be seen approaching the crowd.

The parade featured a number 
of floats entered by local busi-
nesses, a convoy of Jeeps, town 
department vehicles (including 
Police, Fire and Water), festive-
ly-dressed dogs, and of course – 
Santa Claus.

Santa Claus was standing 
aboard one of the fire trucks, and 
cheers and smiles greeted him as 
he made his way through Little 
Park, where children lined up for 
a chance to sit on his lap and tell 
him their Christmas wishes. 

Paradegoers then headed to 
the First Congregational Church 
to sing Christmas carols, before 
returning to Little Park for the 
tree lighting.

Wings of Song prepares 
for winter concerts

STURBRIDGE – 
Wings of Song, a com-
munity chorus centered in 
Sturbridge and drawing 
its 50 active members from 
towns in south-central 
Massachusetts and north-
eastern Connecticut, is 

busy preparing for its an-
nual winter performance.

In late December in 
Earth’s Northern Hemi-
sphere, nights are long and 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – This 
weekend, the nuns of Mount 
Saint Helen’s Convent are 
embracing more than just sis-
terhood with the production 
of “Nuncrackers: The Nun-
sense Christmas Musical” 
– in fact, it’s truly a family 
affair.

Directed by husband and 
wife team John and Linda 
Tomasi of The Gilbert Play-
ers, “Nuncrackers” will be 
performed at The Center at 
Eagle Hill, 242 Old Petersh-
am Road, on Friday, Dec. 5 

at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6 at 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, Dec. 7 at 2 p.m.

Linda Tomasi said The 
Gilbert Players first per-
formed “Nuncrackers” in the 
St. Aloysius Catholic School 
building, where the theater 
group got its start in town be-
fore shifting its sell-out shows 
to the professional-level stage 
at The Center at Eagle Hill.

This spirited and comical 
musical production centers 
around a small group of nuns 
discovering that their cook 
(Sister Julia), Child of God, 
has accidentally poisoned

52 of the sisters and they 
are in dire need of funding to 

properly pay for the funerals. 
The sisters decide that the 
best way to raise money is to 
put on a variety show.

“That was 30 years ago,” 
Tomasi said of that first per-
formance of “Nuncrackers”. 

For this year’s perfor-
mance, Tomasi decided to tag 
the members of a musically 
gifted Barre family in a Face-
book post, suggesting that 
they audition for the lead 
roles in “Nuncrackers”. 

“I’ve always wanted to do 
a show with the Pascales,” 

Christmas musical brings
humor to holiday season

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Wings of Song community chorus members rehearsed for their upcoming 
performances of “Night, Moon, Stars” at St. Joachim Chapel this past Mon-
day night), led the Wings of Song community chorus.

TURLEY PHOTO  BY PAULA OUIMETTE
The Gilbert Plays will present “Nuncrackers: The Nunsense Christmas Musical” at The Center at Eagle Hill, 242 Old Peter-
sham Road, Hardwick, Dec. 5-7 with evening and matinee shows. Shown from left are Olivia Pascale as Sister Mary Paul 
(Amnesia), Susan Clark as Sister Mary Regina (Reverend Mother), Heather Pascale as Sister Mary Hubert, Laura Grunwerg 
as Sister Mary Leo and Gina Rourke as Sister Robert Anne.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Santa Claus made his way downtown to the Little Park in North Brookfield last Saturday evening, where he heard 
children’s Christmas wishes and visited with residents. See more photos on page 5.

Quaboag teacher receives
Most Valuable Teacher Award

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School communi-
ty gathered to celebrate a 
teacher during a special as-
sembly recently.

Band and Chorus 
Teacher James Joinville was 
recognized for his dedica-
tion, creativity and the joy 

he brings to every class and 
performance. 

Joinville was nominat-
ed by a student to be this 
year’s recipient of the Most 
Valuable Teacher Award. 
This award is presented 
by Country Bank in part-
nership with the WooSox 
Foundation to present this 
annual award to a teacher, 
who goes above and be-
yond to help their students. 

Nominating Joinville 

was freshman Teagan Bes-
sette, who has Joinville as a 
teacher for her wind ensem-
ble class. Since attending 
Quaboag, Bessette has had 
Joinville every year since 
seventh grade. 

Bessette said Joinville is 
her favorite teacher and is 
one of the best teachers in 
the school. 

This celebration was 
originally designed to be 
a surprise, but somehow, 
Joinville found out early 
about the nomination and 
put on his “theater face” 
on his way to the assembly. 
Students of Joinville were 
called down to this special 
assembly and the audito-
rium had Smiley Ball, the 
mascot of the Worcester 
Red Sox. 

Vice President of Com-
munity Relations at Coun-
try Bank, Jodie Gerulaitis 
read a speech that was writ-
ten by Bessette. 

When Joinville was 
about to accept the award, 
Bessette said he appeared 
very grateful, and almost 
cried. He also expressed 
how grateful he was for his 
students and the staff at 
Quaboag who recognized 

Michael Lavelle named MSAA Assistant Principal of the Year
WARREN – Michael 

Lavelle, Assistant Principal 
of Quaboag Regional Mid-
dle High School has been 
named the 2026 MSAA As-
sistant Principal of the Year. 

Lavelle has been the As-
sistant Principal at Quabo-
ag for the past four years. 
He earned a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree from West-
field State University.

Prior to Quaboag, he 
taught history at the Baird 
Middle School in Ludlow 
and served as Assistant 
Principal in Belchertown, 
Auburn and Oxford. 

 As an administrator at 
Quaboag, Lavelle has been 
a steady positive influence 
who has earned the admi-
ration and trust of fellow 
administration, teachers and 
students. On the Assistant 
Teacher of the Year applica-
tion form a teacher and an 
administrator made the fol-
lowing statements:

“Mr. Lavelle knows the 
students by name and has 
built positive relationships 
with them. He is always 
available for students and 
works with the staff to en-
sure their needs are met.”

“Mr. Lavelle has brought 
calmness and professional-
ism to the role of the Assis-
tant Principal at Quaboag 
Regional. When dealing 
with discipline issues, he ac-
tively listens to all students 
involved in the situation and 
provides them with tiered 
disciplinary measures to help 
curb the behavior so that it 
does not happen again. He 
helps to continually improve 
the safety of the school by 
being present and visible 
throughout the school. He 
treats all students equally, 
not giving favor to any one 

student based on 
who they are in the 
school or who their 
parents are. Putting 
all students on the 
same playing field 
is essential to build-
ing trust amongst 
students with him 
and each other.”

Eighth grad-
er Colby Chaplis described 
what he likes best about 
Lavelle, “I like how he can 
relate to every student on 
a personal level. He is very 
understanding and forgiving 
too.”

Another eighth 
grader, Callie 
Hawk, spoke about 
Lavelle’s positive 
attitude. “He is al-
ways saying good 
morning  to stu-
dents or asking 
them about their 
day. He is always 
attentive and gives 

great advice. He is very de-
serving of this award.” 

Lavelle grew up in the 
City of Chicopee and re-
sides in the town of Ludlow 
with his wife Erica (a sec-
ond grade teacher) and his 

dog Jameson. He  is also the 
proud uncle of 13 nieces and 
nephews.

Outside of work, Lavelle 
enjoys visiting the ocean, 
watching his family grow 
and competing in all types 
of sporting events. Playing 
and listening to all sorts of 
music and attending live 
concerts. He is a big fan 
of the Celtics and Boston 
sports teams. Lavelle cele-
brates his Irish heritage, and 
serving his community  as a 
Town Meeting member and 
at his local church as an eu-
charistic minister. 

SMichael Lavelle

COURTESY PHOTO BY DERICK VELIZ
Quaboag Band and Chorus Teacher, James Joinville, is the recipient of the 
Most Valuable Teacher Award, presented by the WooSox Foundation and 
Country Bank. Joinville is shown on stage alongside Worcester Red Sox mas-
cot, Smiley Ball. 
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
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UP TO $10,000!
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REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
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$1199.99
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$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm
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Crafters made Thanksgiving pie garland
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Haston Free 
Public Library hosted a 
craft night recently to create 
a Thanksgiving pie garland.

With the holiday season 
fast approaching, local craft-
ers arrived for Craft Night to 
make their own decorations 
for their homes. Pie is a pop-
ular dessert during Thanks-
giving, so it’d be suitable for 
crafters to decorate their 
homes with pie garland. 

Craft Night was held in 
one of the meeting rooms 
at the Haston Free Public 
Library and had a great 
turnout. About a dozen 
people showed up to craft 
their own Thanksgiving pie 
garland. 

Samples of the garland 
were made by Library Di-
rector, Lia Tulip. This craft 
consisted of various styles 
and got crafters to express 
their creativity. Tools for 
the craft consisted of felt, 

wooden beads, and creative 
minds. 

Brown felt was used to 
make the crust part of the 
pie. Tulip’s example was 
perfect and she folded the 
brown felt to help shape it 
into a crust look. A sample 
of the Thanksgiving pie 
garland was hung up on 
the mantle in the meeting 
room/craft room. 

This would be a nice 
place to hang your own pie 

garland for Thanksgiving if  
you have a fireplace. 

White colored felt was 
used to portray the whip 
cream for the pie. Tulip’s 
sample of the whip cream 
was shaped nicely, giving 
them a rose-shaped look. 
The wooden beads were 
placed in between the pie 
slices. 

This craft didn’t require 
any crafting experience, 
and all skill levels were wel-

comed. Many who attend-
ed the craft expressed their 
creativity and got into the 
holiday spirit. There will be 
plenty of slices of pie hang-
ing around people’s homes 
during the festive holiday 
season. 

For more activities, visit 
the Haston Free Public Li-
brary at 161 North Main 
St. Visit www.northbrook-
fieldlibrary.org for future 
events and activities. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Shown is a sample of the Thanksgiving pie garland made by Library Director Lia Tulip. This sample hangs on the mantle 
of the old fireplace in one of the meeting rooms of the Haston Free Public Library. 

HARDWICK – From 
Nov. 10-18, St. Aloysius 
Catholic School students 
participated in a food drive 
to benefit the Hardwick 
Food Pantry.  

Over the course of the 
eight days nearly 800 units 
of food were gathered. 

There was a friendly com-
petition among the class-
rooms, whereby the class 
that raised the most food 
would be entitled to a N.U.T 
(No Uniform Today) Day. 

The smallest (but mighti-
est) class, kindergarten, won 
the challenge with around 
200 units raised. They will 
be treated to a pajama day, 
and a movie to go with it. 
Congratulations to all the 
students for their hard work 
and commitment to this par-
ticular Corporal Work of 
Mercy, feeding the hungry.

St. Aloysius students participated in food drive

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Students at St. Aloysius Catholic School participated in a food drive last month to benefit the Hardwick Food Pantry.

White Christmas is Dec. 7
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– Please join the town of 
West Brookfield, as it kicks 
off the 33rd Annual White 
Christmas celebration on 
Sunday, Dec. 7 from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.

There will be fun for 
folks of all ages going on 
throughout the day. 

The West Brookfield 
White Christmas Com-
mittee encourages every-
one to come out and enjoy 
the town’s annual kick-off  
of the holiday season by 
touring the historic town, 
strolling the downtown 
district, exploring local 
businesses and open hous-
es, decorating gingerbread 
houses in the Great Hall, 
meeting Santa for a quick 
picture, as well as dropping 
off those letters headed di-
rectly to the North Pole. 

There will be horse 
drawn carriage rides 
throughout the day as well 
as shopping with dozens 
of vendors set up through-

out town. A puppet show, 
an elf  hunt and ice carv-
ings are sure to keep every-
one’s spirits high. 

There will be plenty 
for the entire family to 
come and enjoy. If you 
are lucky, you may just see 
Father Christmas strolling 
the streets and greeting 
our visitors in town. Stick 
around to close the day 
with our holiday concert 
located in the Great Hall 
of the Town hall to hear 
some lovely voices, cour-
tesy of the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas School Choir.

Maps of town open 
houses and vendors can 
be picked up in various lo-
cal business, by accessing 
the Facebook page (“33rd 
Annual White Christmas 
in West Brookfield”) or by 
emailing: whitechristmas-
wb@gmail.com.

Parking is available free 
throughout town and shut-
tle services are available 
outside Gavitt Wire.

‘Nativities From Around the 
World’ this weekend

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – For the 16th 
year, The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, 108 New Braintree 
Road, welcomes all people 
to experience “Nativities 
From Around the World,” 
a free, four-day event that 
celebrates the Christmas 
season with a display of na-
tivities that capture the joy 
and peace of Jesus’ birth.

“Nativities From 
Around the World” will be 
held at the church Friday, 

Dec. 5 from 4-6 p.m.; Sat-
urday, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 7 
from noon-4 p.m. 

On Friday, Dec. 5 there 
will be concert by the 
Weir River Concert Band 
(formerly the Ware Com-
munity Band) under the 
direction of Joanne Pajak 
Meegan starting at 6 p.m., 
with desserts served after-
ward. 

Donations will be col-
lected to benefit local food 
banks in the community. 

NEW BRAINTREE – 
New Braintree is kicking off  
the holiday season with its 
“Christmas in New Brain-
tree” on Saturday, Dec. 6. 

The event will include a 
craft fair hosted by the Tri 

Parish Community Church 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
New Braintree Grade School 
and Town Hall, both located 
on Memorial Drive, photos 
with Santa from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. and crafts for children. 

The New Braintree Con-
gregational Church will be 
holding its traditional cookie 
sale and cafe during the craft 
fair. 

The New Braintree His-
torical Society will be hosting 

a Holiday Open House at the 
museum at 10 Utley Road 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m., and 
there will be a town tree light-
ing ceremony at the town hall 
to bring an end to the festivi-
ties. All are welcome. 

Christmas in New Braintree takes place Saturday 

Opening reception for
Holiday Group Show Dec. 5

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Get ready for your hol-
iday shopping while also 
supporting local artists and 
business at West Brook-
field Art & Frame Gallery, 
10 East Main St., for the 
9th annual Holiday Group 
Show during the month of 
December.

The Holiday Group 
Show will showcase the gal-
lery’s artists and will open 
with a reception on Friday, 
Dec. 5 from 5-7 p.m. There 
will be merriment found in 
the form of wine, cheese 

and friendly conversation 
– all while surrounded by 
one-of-a-kind works of 
art that are sure to become 
your loved one’s most cher-
ished holiday gift.

For more information, 
call the gallery at 508-753-
8604, email yafacceber@
hotmail.com, visit west-
brookfieldartandframe.
com or stop by the gallery 
during open hours, Thurs-
day and Friday from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Federated 
Church holiday 
service schedule

STURBRIDGE – The 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale, 8 Maple 
St., has announced its 2025 
Christmas service schedule, 
according to Rev. David 
Cote, pastor.

The Church will con-
duct Sunday-morning Ad-
vent services at 9:30 a.m. 
on Dec. 7 (Light of Peace), 
Dec. 14 (Light of Joy) and 
Dec. 21 (Light of Love).

On Dec. 24, Christmas 
Eve, the Church will hold 
its annual Christmas Eve 
candlelight service at 9 p.m. 

The Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & Fiskdale 
joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace in 
our lives. All are welcome. 

For additional infor-
mation, please visit the 
Church website at sturfed.
org or contact the Church 
office at 774-304-1021 or 
churchoffice@sturfed.org. 

www.turley.com
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$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ...................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
12/4/25-12/10/2512/4/25-12/10/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TUNA STEAKS ............................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ..

$159
USDA INSP. IQF FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$299
lb

lb

$699
USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$388
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ..................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN .....................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ............ lb

lb
$249

$277

lb
$144

59¢

ea

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

$299
lb

$1199
lb

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$669
lb

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Post Road Realty celebrated 
over 10 years in business

Staff Report

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Cassie Paolucci has been a 
fixture in the local business 
community for more than 
two decades.

In 2002, Paolucci and 
her husband, John, opened 
Main Street Liquors in West 
Brookfield. 

“This store was our first 
venture. We were excited to 
open a business in our home-
town,” said Paolucci. 

In 2005, Paolucci received 
her realtor license and be-
gan selling real estate for 
Quaboag Valley Real Estate. 
Paolucci earned her bro-
ker license and opened Post 
Road Realty in 2013 with 
husband John.

“I love meeting people 
and helping people with one 
of their biggest purchases in 
life,” said Paolucci. “I main-
tain relationships, not just 
clients but friends. I value 
all my past and future clients 
and have worked hard to 
have solid friendships,”

Paolucci also operates 
Post Road Storage, which 
has just expanded to Post 
Road Storage & Billboards. 
“It’s a resource that Post 
Road can offer their cli-
ents, storage space, either 
before the move in or move 
out stages.  And now, we of-
fer billboards which opens 
doors to local businesses to 
market themselves.” 

Paolucci also has rental 
properties, which are often 
used as a benefit to the buy-
ers or sellers of the proper-
ties. 

“This option opens up 
time frames for selling or 
buying a home, and help 

cover that possible crossover 
time between transactions,” 
said Paolucci. 

With a strong knowledge 
of the construction indus-
try, Paolucci has built new 
homes and renovated homes 
for resale. 

“Knowing the contrac-
tors and the costs of build-
ing, helps me provide a 
stronger input to a seller or 
buyer that they can count 
on,” said Paolucci.

Paolucci gives a lot of 
credit for the success and 
efficiency of the Post Road 
office operations to her ad-
ministrative assistant, Deb 
Provencher. Provencher 
came to work for Post Road 
Realty four years ago. 

“I had retired after teach-
ing kindergarten for twen-
ty years, before that, I  had 
worked in the insurance and 
banking industries,” said 
Provencher. 

“Retirement wasn’t sitting 
well with me so I went look-
ing for a part time position. 
I had seen the position for 
Post Road Realty available. 
It turns out that Cassie and 
I had known each other well, 
as I had been her children’s 
teacher,” said Provencher. 

Provencher said she en-
joys her job so much that she 
earned her real estate license. 
“I enjoy the administrative 
responsibilities of the office, 

though it’s a challenge to 
navigate the ups and downs 
of the real estate markets. It’s 
very rewarding to me person-
ally when I can assist a client 
check off any requirement in 
any process.”  

On Provencher’s off duty 
time, she enjoys ship cruising, 
friends and family, the New 
England Patriots, though the 
beach is her “happy place.”

Paolucci serves on the 
West Brookfield Town Com-
mon commission. 

“It is special to me that 
I can help where I grew up. 
The common means a lot to 
so many family and friends. 
Getting the fountain work-
ing is a task but we make it 
happen,” she said.

Paolucci has a daughter, 
Isabella, and a son, Vinny, 
and three dogs, Gino, Enzo 
and Rocko. On her off time, 
she enjoys gardening and 
camping. She also has chick-
ens and three beehives.

“Professionally, what 
I do isn’t just a job, it’s a 
passion. This job is not all 
roses but the satisfaction of 
helping a family makes it 
right for me,’” said Paoluc-
ci. “Post Road Realty is 
generational. We commit 
to helping clients, not just 
as clients but as friends 
and we assist those friends 
throughout the years pres-
ent and to come.”

Deb Provencher is the administrative 
assistant at Post Road Realty.

Library holds holiday raffle and mitten tree
EAST BROOKFIELD – 

The East Brookfield Public 
Library, 122 Connie Mack 
Drive, is raffling off a hand 
stitched holiday tree skirt or 
a hand crocheted blanket.

Tickets are two for $5. 
Proceeds from the raffle go 
toward the library’s adult 
programs.

Mitten Tree
The library’s Mitten Tree 

is now up. The library collects 
hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, 

socks for adults and children, 
ChapStick and new sweaters 
for all ages and sizes. 

If  you or anyone you 
know needs any of these 
items, please come to the 
library and visit our Mitten 
Tree.

Library Wish List 
The library is in need 

of cheap paper plates – the 
kind that you must use more 
than one or your food will 
spill off, Playdough, bubbles, 

large crayons, ribbon, card 
stock (all colors), purple glue 
sticks, crepe paper, small bags 
of chips, sandwich bags, large 
zip lock bags, cookies, juice, 
coloring books, construction 
paper, googly eyes and feath-
ers.

Holiday closures
The library will be closed 

on Dec. 25, Jan. 1 and 19 
and Feb. 16. The library is 
also closed if  the school is 
closed. 

Circle of Song to perform annual concert
BARRE – Circle of 

Song will celebrate 25 years 
of community singing, with 
a free community concert 
on Saturday, Dec. 20 in the 
Town Hall, 2 Exchange St., 
at 7 p.m.

Twenty-five years ago, 
in September of 2001, Cir-
cle of Song came into exis-
tence under the co-direction 
of Julie Rawson and Beth 
Bryant, long-term commu-
nity music colleagues. Fast 
forward 25 years. Bryant 
moved to Georgia in 2006, 
but kept close ties to family 
and music in Barre. 

To celebrate Circle of 
Song’s rich communi-
ty-based four-part harmo-
ny, singing any genre that 
its members have wanted to 
sing, the founders decided 
to get together again for this 
anniversary concert.

Quintessential musician 
that she is, Bryant travelled 

up to Barre on Nov. 6 to 
participate in the Circle of 
Song rehearsal and reunite 
with the chorus. 

Under Bryant’s direc-
tion, “Regina Coeli” will 
be sung. This upbeat mi-
nor work by Mozart of ap-
proximately eight minutes 
in duration, is a masterful 
and energizing celebration 
of Mary, Queen of Heaven, 
dating back to the 13th cen-
tury in the Catholic Mass.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, Bryant will also 
direct “Java Jive”, made 
popular by the Manhat-
tan Transfer. This is a silly 
song about the wonders 
of coffee. And as a special 
treat, Grace Jenkins and her 
dancers will put it to dance.

Finally, Bryant, locally 
renowned for her expertise 
on clarinet, will accom-
pany “Black is the Color 
of My True Love’s Hair”. 

According to Wikipedia, 
“Black Is the Color (of My 
True Love’s Hair)” is a tra-
ditional ballad folk song 
known in the U.S. as associ-
ated with colonial and later 
music in the Appalachian 
Mountains. 

It is believed to have 
originated in Scotland, as 
it refers to the River Clyde 
in the lyrics. American mu-
sicologist Alan Lomax sup-
ported the thesis of Scot-
tish origin, saying that the 
song was an American “re-
make” of British materials. 
It is a hauntingly beautiful 
piece that concert-goers will 
enjoy.

The concert is free and 
the refreshments are always 
tasty. To learn more about 
Circle of Song or to join 
in January, contact direc-
tor, Julie Rawson at julie@
mhof.net; 978-257-1192 for 
more information.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of Circle of Song are shown rehearsing for the upcoming concert to be held on Saturday, Dec. 20 in the Town 
Hall in Barre.

Advent Interlude rescheduled to Dec. 15
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– First Congregational 
Church of West Brook-
field, UCC, 36 North 
Main St., will be hosting 
a new event, Advent Inter-
lude, on Monday, Dec. 15 
at 7 p.m.

This event was resched-
uled due to inclement 
weather on the original 

date.
Open to the communi-

ty, Advent Interlude is an 
hour of inspiring readings, 
short video presentations, 
and lively music offerings 
designed to help folks re-
flect upon, and be inspired 
by, the true meaning of the 
Advent season, in prepa-
ration for the Christmas 

celebration of the birth of 
Jesus. 

All are welcome and 
invited to come for a time 
of joy and then go out in-
spired by the true meaning 
of the season in which we 
prepare for the birth of the 
Christ child. For more in-
formation call the church 
at 508-867-7078.

TURLEY STAFF PHOTOS
Cassie Paolucci is shown outside Post Road Realty in West Brookfield.
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For the last two weeks 
we’ve been busy decorating 
Old Sturbridge Village for 
their Christmas by Candle-
light program.

The garland, wreaths, 
bows and swags are all up, 
and the planters have been 
filled with greens.  It was 
fast-paced fun, and oh so re-
warding. The museum looks 
absolutely magical. 

I filled planters side by 
side with a coworker who, 
in her 30 plus years, has nev-
er done this part of the job 
with me. As we stuck greens 
and stood back to assess our 
work, it occurred to me that 
I’ve grown up making all of 
these decorations, like my 
parents before me!  

I had assumed everyone 
else had too, but here we had 
Nina, who in her 60s, was 
at it for the first time. If you 
find yourself ready to make 
your own decorations, here 
are a few pointers from the 
archives.

My Dad was the 
wreath-maker in the family, 
and usually a post Thanks-
giving walk in the woods 

would yield his raw ma-
terials. The wreaths 
he made would 
be taken back to 
decorate a col-
lege dorm or 
whatever apart-
ment my older 
siblings would 
return to after 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
break some 40 plus 
years ago.  

One wreath would also 
make its way to the front 
door of our little red house, 
too. Decorated with a red 
ribbon and a few pine cones, 
it really was something so 
simple and so beautiful in the 
same right.  

His approach is the same 
one I’ll recommend today.

Start with a wire coat 
hanger bent into a circle and 
attach some pliable wire to it. 
Then, wrap little bunches of 
greens to the base one after 
another. 

Be careful to lay them 
alongside, not on top of each 
other. It’s important, howev-
er, to have the wire catch a lit-
tle bit of the stem of the prior 

bunch – that way the wreath 
will be good and tight.

You can make a wreath of 
just extra boughs from your 
Christmas tree, but mixing 
in other types of greens will 
make it more interesting. I 
like to use prunings from my 
home landscape:  mountain 
laurel, boxwood, juniper, and 
white pine among others will 
look great together because 
they vary in color and tex-
ture.  

You can dress up a green 
wreath with pinecones, win-
terberries and artificial fruit, 
not to mention a big bow. 
Most types of Christmas 
tree boughs are conducive 
to wreath making, but wear 

thick gloves if  you are using 
Colorado blue spruce 

as your base – it 
sure is picky!

When my 
Dad gave up 

making his 
f a m o u s 
w r e a t h s , 

Mom took a 
simpler yet more 
elaborate approach 

to decorating our 
house. She would make 

a swag for each window!  
First determine how many 

you want to make, then set 
up an assembly-line of sorts. 
Choose a sturdy green for 
the base of the swag- extra 
Christmas tree boughs would 
be perfect for this as well.   

I cut however many I 
need to the same size, and I 
lay them out pretty side up. 
Next, I choose another type 
of green a bit smaller and put 
it on top. I repeat the process 
six or seven times until I have 
a nice upside-down “fan.”  

Here too, varying tex-
ture is nice, although Mom’s 
feathery white pine and pine 
cone swags are pretty by 

themselves. 
To complete your swag, 

wrap wire around the stems 
four or five inches down from 
the top, leaving a loop on the 
back for a hanger. You can 
cover the wire with a bow. I 
have often wired two swags 
together horizontally.  

Place a bow in the mid-
dle, where the two intersect 
and hang your creation over 
a window or door, or even 
underneath a window for a 
different take on decorating.

Whether this is your first 
attempt at wreath and swag 
making or you’ve been at it 
for years, enjoy this holiday 
ritual, just as my mom and 
dad did. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Wreaths and swags for one and all
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Golden-crowned kinglet
A Brimfield resident sent 

an email to report seeing a 
golden-crowned kinglet on 
Nov. 17 in a dwarf Alberta 
spruce tree in front of his 
house. 

He said, “[It was] very 
active, but I got to see the 
bright yellow crown patch.”

Golden-crowned kinglets 
are a small bird, not much 
larger than a hummingbird. 
The male is boldly marked 
with a black eyebrow stripe 
and flashy lemon-yellow 
crest. 

They spend much of their 
time high up in dense spruce 
or fir foliage and that is the 
place to find them.

Their high, thin call notes 
and song is often heard be-
fore catching sight of them. 

The Brimfield resident 
called them “very active.” 
They can survive 40 degrees 
below Fahrenheit nights. 
Sometimes huddling togeth-
er for warmth. 

They breed in the far 
north and montane west and 
visit most of North America 
during winter. Although it 
used to nest almost exclu-
sively in boreal spruce-fir 
forests, the golden-crowned 
kinglet has expanded its 
breeding range southward 
into conifer stands of the 

Midwest and Appa-
lachians.

They usually rais-
es two large broods 
of young, despite 
the short nesting 
season of the north-
ern wboreal forest. 
The female feeds 
her first brood only 

up until the day after they 
leave the nest. She then 
starts laying the second set 
of eggs while the male takes 
care of the first brood. The 
male manages to feed eight 
or nine nestlings himself and 
he occasionally feeds the in-
cubating female too.

An interesting facts about 
golden-crowned kinglet’s is 
each nostril is covered by a 
single, tiny feather.

The oldest gold-
en-crowned kinglet on re-
cord was a male and at least 
6 years, 4 months old when 
it was recaptured and re-re-
leased by a Minnesota bird 
bander in 1976.

Other Brimfield birds
This month the Brim-

field resident saw a Carolina 
wren flipping over leaves in 
his garden. He said, “”We 
joined the ‘leave the leaves’ 
movement and don’t do a 
major fall cleanup to benefit 
the critters that survive the 
winter under the leave and 
in the other material left in 
the garden.”

He also noticed robins 
and cedar waxwings in the 
crab apple tree in his yard. 
He said, “We don’t usually 
see these species eating the 
crab apples until later in the 
winter. Fortunately there is 
a bumper crop of fruit on 

the trees this year. A couple 
of robins were also on the 
ground searching for food 
and I saw one robin at some 
pokeberry aka, pokeweed, 
eating the fruit. He has not 
seen any water fowl at the lo-
cal ponds he visits regularly.

Lots of bluebirds
I received an email from a 

reader, who said his wife saw 
approximately 40 bluebirds 
on the causeway stonewall at 
Quabbin Reservoir.

Bald eagles
My daughter, Paula, took 

photos of a bald eagle in a 
field along the Ware River, 
on Church Street in Ware 
recently.

I saw a bald eagle perched 
in a tree on the shore of the 
Ware River not far from the 
Gilbertville line. It may have 
been the same eagle.

Migrating geese
I saw a large flock of Can-

ada geese in a small, pond 
along Route 32 in Ware on 
Nov. 15. They covered over 
half the pond.

Helping birds
When it is time to take 

the Christmas tree down, 
place it outside to offer shel-
ter to birds and other crit-
ters. Some people hang pea-
nut butter filled pine cones 
rolled in birdseed or pieces 
of suet to provide some high 
energy food. Planting ever-
green trees especially spruce 
and firs are away to attract 
the golden-crowned king-
lets and offer a living shelter 
year round.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Should I ask for retroactive benefits?
Dear Rusty: 
I turn 70 next month, 

Oct. 3 and am making an 
application for Social Secu-
rity benefits to begin in Jan-
uary 2026. 

I want the maximum De-
layed Retirement Credits 
and the highest permanent 
monthly benefit. I do not 
want to leave money on the 
table, so should I request six 
months of retroactive bene-
fits or at least retroactive to 
October when I turn 70? If  
I do this, will I lose DRCs 
and adversely impact my 
ongoing monthly benefit af-
ter February 2026? 

Signed: Turning 70 

Dear Turning 70: 
I must ask why claim 

your Social Security to 
start in January? You are 
entitled to your maximum 
SS monthly benefit in the 
month you reach 70 years of 
age, so waiting until January 
doesn’t gain you anything. 
You could apply in August, 
specifying you wish your 
benefits to start in October, 
and you would get the max-
imum age 70 benefit you are 
entitled to (e.g., the maxi-
mum Delayed Retirement 
Credits available to you,and 
the highest possible monthly 
benefit).  

Since you are looking 
for your maximum DRC’s, 
to prevent SSA from giving 
you any retroactive bene-
fits, which would perma-
nently lower your monthly 
amount) you should enter 
in the “Remarks” section 

of your application that “I 
do not wish to receive ret-
roactive benefits. I want my 
maximum monthly benefit 
effective with the month I 
turn 70 years of age.”  

If, however, for some rea-
son you still wish to claim 
effective with January 2026, 
you should indicate in the 
“Remarks” section of your 
SS application that you 
only wish three months of 
retroactive benefits, for the 
months of October, Novem-
ber and December 2025.
This is to prevent you from 
losing the money you would 
miss by waiting beyond Oc-
tober to claim. If you ask 
for benefits retroactive to 
any month earlier than the 
month you turn 70, your 
monthly benefit will be per-
manently reduced. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone news 
for the Quaboag Current, please email pouimette@turley.com.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NEW YEAR’S
EVE PARTY

2026

DINNER & DESSERT
CHAMPAGNE TOAST

MUSIC PROVIDED BY:
The Evening Standard Jazz Band

ft. Annie Huppert
 DJ Fusion

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 , 2025ST

8PM-12AM
 

$80/TICKET or $160/COUPLE
(978) 434-7800

hardingallenestate.com

ALL THAT GLITTERS
THE HARDING ALLEN ESTATE PRESENTS

Little Park lit up for Santa Claus

Brookfield Orchards had a float featuring dancing Christmas trees, snowmen and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.

This float by Mile Marker 63 Disc Golf had a “Discmas” tree made out of disc 
golf discs.

People aboard Mile Marker 63 Disc Golf’s float tossed candy to the crowd gathered to watch the parade.

Girls Scouts were joined by gingerbread men on this float.

The North Brookfield PTO’s float won the “Brightest Float” category. The float contest was sponsored by North Brookfield 
Girl Scout Troop 64831.

The Fire Department’s Tower 1 was decorated with holiday lights for the parade.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

C.R. Levesque Trucking of Monson had several entries in the parade, each one decked out with wreaths and lights.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph were in the back of this Jeep.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

Sat., Dec. 6 ~ CLOSED
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE 

Sat. Dec. 13   ~  9am-noon
WORK DAYS & KIDS ON TRACK

Sat. Dec. 20  ~  9am-1pm
RAILROAD SHOW AT BIG E

Jan. 24 & 25, 2026
COME ON SATURDAYS & DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

cold. For millennia, humans 
have gathered to mark this 
time with fires and dances 
and singing and musical in-
struments and stories and 
revelry: to tell the dark and 
the cold that our spirits are 
undaunted, and to celebrate 
the lengthening of days that 
begins at this time. 

“Night, Moon, Stars” 
will be performed at St. Joa-
chim Chapel, 16 Church St. 
in Fiskdale (part of Stur-
bridge), on Saturday, Dec. 
13 at 7:30 p.m., and at the 

Elm Street Congregation- al Church, 61 Elm St. in 

Southbridge, on Sunday, 
Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. Folks are 
advised to come early to be 
sure of a seat.

Both concerts are free to 
the public, with a freewill of-
fering collected. 

Refreshments will be 
served after each concert 
and both venues are handi-
capped accessible.

These concerts celebrate 
both Christmas and the 
Winter Solstice in song this 
year with a focus on night, 
moon, and stars: the dark-
ness from which light is 
born, and reborn.

The chorus is led by Mu-
sic Director Nym Cooke, 
who shared some of the di-
verse songs to be performed 
during “Night, Moon, 
Stars” including “Beautiful 
Star of Bethlehem”, from 
“Moon is Walking” by Jo-
seph Shabalala of Lady-
smith Black Mambazo as 
well as the world premiere of 
“Notte” by Wings of Song 
tenor Gianni Davilli.

The chorus will shift 
from the Danish Christmas 
song “Among the Stars of 
Midnight” to John Rutter’s 
magnificent choral setting 

of “O Holy Night”; from 
the shape-note song “Star 
in the East” to Henry VIII’s 
“Green Grow’th the Holly” 
and much more. Audiences 
will join the chorus in sing-
ing three Christmas classics 
that feature stars: ‘The First 
Nowell,” “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem” and “We Three 
Kings of Orient Are”.

People are strongly en-
couraged to bring stars or 
moons, to be held or hoist-
ed aloft at key points in the 
proceedings. More than one 
moon is fine, in the spirit of 
celebration.

WINGS OF SONG
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Music Director Nym Cooke (shown with a moon adorned to his shirt), led the Wings of Song community chorus.

The Sturbridge-based community chorus, Wings of Song, draws its 50 members from across south-central Massachusetts 
and northeastern Connecticut.

Members of Wings of Song sang during a recent rehearsal.

Wings of Song is shown preparing for its annual Christmas/winter concerts to be held Dec. 13 and 14.Singers looked to Music Director Nym Cooke during rehearsal.

Dante is waiting for a fourth chance
EAST BROOKFIELD – 

Dante, the beagle who cap-
tured hearts in 2020 after 
spending a full month on 
the run during her recovery 
from a broken leg, has re-
turned to Second Chance 
Animal Services. 

Now 12-years-old, Dan-
te is hoping for a “fourth 
chance” after her own-
er faced a significant life 
change and could no longer 
care for her.

Dante’s history with Sec-
ond Chance is long and un-
forgettable. She first arrived 
on transport from an over-
crowded Tennessee shelter. 
She returned after being hit 
by a car and underwent sur-
gery for her injuries. 

While recuperating in 

foster care, she escaped 
and traveled more than 15 
miles from Hardwick back 
to East Brookfield, an in-
credible journey that made 
headlines.

 At the time, Second 
Chance CEO Sheryl Blan-
cato said, “It was like a 
story out of a children’s 
book where the heroine 
overcomes her fear through 
strength and determination 
to return to the people and 
place where she first knew 
love.” 

A local resident helped 
identify the frightened stray, 
and Second Chance quick-
ly set a trap, later adding a 
second trap with assistance 
from Missing Dogs Massa-
chusetts. Staff monitored 

live cameras and watched 
as Dante finally entered the 
trap set for her safe return. 

Despite her ordeal, she 
was in relatively good shape 
and had even gained two 
pounds during her travels.

Today, Dante is a gentle 
senior girl with a shy dis-
position. Her adoption bio 
explains her needs clearly: 
“I have quite the story. I am 
an escape artist and I can’t 
help it; I love to explore! 
One of my adventures in 
my earlier years landed me 
with a broken leg. I abso-
lutely must have a home 
with a fenced yard. I also 
need someone who will dil-
igently keep my leash on. It 
is best if  I go home to either 
a single person or to a cou-

ple and no young children 
because I’m afraid that’s an 
easy way for me to slip out 
the door and take to wan-
dering again.”

Because she takes time 
to warm up, interested 
adopters will need to make 
multiple visits to ensure she 
feels comfortable before 
heading to her new home. 
Second Chance is commit-
ted to helping her find the 
safe, loving environment 
she deserves for her golden 
years.

For more information or 
to meet Dante, visit second-
chanceanimals.org/adopt-
able-dogs or stop by the 
Second Chance Adoption 
Center at 111 Young Road, 
to meet her.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Dante is a 12-year-old beagle at Second Chance Animal Services and she is 
looking for a new home.
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COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   December 5, 2025  PAGE 7

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN—The first 
13 minutes of the rivalry 
game between the Ware and 
Quaboag football teams 
was controlled by the home 
team, who was hoping to 
celebrate an upset victory.  

After giving up a touch-
down early in the second 
quarter, the visiting team 
from Billy Jo Robidoux’s 
hometown took over the 
spotlight for the rest of the 
game. 

The Ware offense, who 
needed only nine plays to 
score three second quarter 
touchdowns, added two 
more touchdowns in the 
second half leading to a 
34-7 victory over the Cou-
gars in the 16th meeting be-
tween the two neighboring 
high schools on Thanksgiv-
ing Eve.  

“When Quaboag scored 
at the start of the second 
quarter, it gave us a lot 
more energy and motiva-
tion. We weren’t going to 
lose tonight’s game,” said 
senior Alex Orszulak, who 
was named as Ware’s MVP 
following the contest. “I’m 
very glad that I’m a member 
of this football team. Every-
one cares about each other 
and it’s not just about one 
individual player on our 

team. If that was the case, 
we would be playing golf.”

The team approach is 
something that Ware head 
coach Mike Fazio always 
preaches to his players.

“The players know that 
it’s never I or me, it’s al-
ways us and we,” Fazio said. 
“There isn’t anybody big-
ger than the program. If a 
player does score five touch-
downs in a game, he doesn’t 
do it without the help of his 
teammates. We’re trying to 
build a family culture here.”  

Orszulak is one of the In-

dians senior captains, along 
with Marek Luongo, Troy 
Dufresne, Sean Bernier, and 
Jadrien Berthiaume.

It was also the final 
high school football game 
for Ware seniors Brayden 
Compton, Robert Wood, 
Ethan Corder, and Jacoby 
Heredia.

“All of the seniors played 
a huge role this year,” Fazio 
said. “A couple of them 
have been members of our 
football team during the 
past five years. I’m going to 
miss them and I love them. 

They’re better people than 
they are football players, 
which is something that you 
always want to see.” 

The Indians, who fin-
ished their season with 
a 7-4 overall record, suf-
fered back-to-back one 
point non-league losses to 
Belchertown High School 
and the Springfield Inter-
national Charter School at 
the beginning of the regu-
lar season. They also lost to 
archrival Palmer for the first 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Jason Pensinger makes a tackle for the Cougars

Cougars fall to Indians on Thanksgiving Eve

Thomas Bellizzi launches a pass at-
tempt.

Jayden Mioduszewski tries to overcome a Ware lineman.

Chase Talbot returns the opening kickoff for a 
touchdown

Brady Dennis makes a play on the defensive 
line.

LEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Eric Serrano tries to get through a blocker

Quabbin football finishes strong
BARRE – On Thanks-

giving Eve, Quabbin Re-
gional High School did 
get a quick start with two 
touchdowns, but it was 
the way the Panthers fin-
ished that really counted. 
Quabbin had three straight 
touchdowns to finish the 
game and the Panthers 
defeated Gardner 35-14. 
Quabbin’s season finish-
es at 4-7. In the win, five 

different Panthers scored 
touchdowns. Chase Tal-
bot would start the game 
by returning the ball 80 
yards for a touchdown. 
On the next possession, 
Owura Ankoma-Mensah 
returned a punt about 60 
yards to the one-yard line. 
Adam Adams would make 
a one-yard run for the 
score. Gardner would score 
touchdowns in the second 

and early in the fourth 
quarter. The two-point 
conversion in the fourth 
quarter would give Gard-
ner a 14-12 lead. But Zakk 
Mielnick responded with a 
37-yard for a touchdown. 
Brady Dennis and Quinn 
Reynolds would score after 
that as the Panthers fin-
ished off their regular sea-
son with a win.

Quarterback Adam Adams takes the keeper into the end zone.

See QUABOAG
 PAGE 8 Bayer Sargent starts a carry for Quaboag.

BELCHERTOWN – On 
a windy and cold Thanks-
giving morning, a field goal 
from Belchertown’s Lean-
dro Martins made the dif-
ference for the Orioles in a 
17-14 win over Pathfinder. 
With Belchertown up 7-6 in 
the second quarter, Martins 
sent home a field goal to 
make the score 10-6. Both 
teams would score an addi-
tional touchdown later in 
the game, but the field goal 
remained the difference that 
helped the Orioles earn the 
holiday win.

Field goal hurts Pioneers on Thanksgiving

The Pathfinder defense comes up with a big stop.

Jarett Skowyra takes the return to-
ward the right sideline

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Trevor Alexander makes a carry for the Pioneers.

MIAA sets deadlines for finalized schedules
FRANKLIN – The 

2025 Schedule Commit-
ment Deadline and Pro-
cess Reminder that the 
MIAA winter schedule 
commitment deadline is 
Friday, Dec. 19 for basket-
ball and ice hockey. After 
that point, no changes 
can be made to your op-
ponents or the number of 
games/matches that can 
be played. 

After the Dec. 19 com-
mitment deadline, all 

schedules will be consid-
ered final. 

Three days before the 
Schedule Commitment 
deadline, MIAA staff will 
produce and publish sched-
ules for each sport based on 
the available data for review 
and verification by member 
schools. Below is the break-
down for 2025-26 school 
year: 

• WINTER 2025-2026 
o First contest date: 

Thursday, Dec. 11 

o Schedule data pub-
lished for review: Tuesday, 
Dec. 16 

o Schedule Commitment 
deadline: Friday, Dec. 19 

• SPRING 2026 
o First contest date: 

Thursday, Mar. 26 (Mon-
day, March 23 for Spring 
Golf) 

o Schedule data pub-
lished for review: Tuesday, 
Mar. 31 

o Schedule Commitment 
deadline: Friday, Apr. 3
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

time in a decade.  
It was the third consecu-

tive year that Ware captured 
the Thanksgiving trophy 
against the Cougars. 

They now hold a 10-6 
lead in the series, which be-
gan in 2009.

It was a rebuilding sea-
son for the Cougars (0-10), 
who were outscored, 351-51 
this fall. The only time that 
they scored more than eight 
points in a game was a 20-
14 non-league home loss 
against Mahar Regional on 
September 26.

Senior quarterback Ja-
cob Cacace was selected as 
the Cougars MVP Award 
winner. He was also a se-
nior tri-captain, along with 
Jeffrey Bouchard, and Ste-
ven Smith.

The other seniors listed 
on the Quaboag football 
roster are Kadin Dufault, 
CJ Kady, and Elijah Wil-
helm.

Following the game, 
Quaboag head coach Da-
vid Shepherd announced 
that longtime assistant 
coach Henry Brogna will 
be retiring.

The last time that the 
Cougars defeated the In-
dians on the gridiron was 
a 26-21 victory in the 2022 
contest, which took place 
on Thanksgiving morning 
at Veterans’ Field in Ware.    

Before the opening kick-

off in this year’s contest, 
the Cougars won the coin 
toss and elected to receive 
the ball first.

Starting at midfield, Ca-
cace marched his team 30 
yards down the field. 

The Cougars picked up 
a couple of first downs fol-
lowing a four yard run and 
an eleven yard run from 
eighth grader Bayer Sar-
gent.

That drive stalled when 
the Ware defense forced the 
Cougars to turn the ball 
over on downs at the In-
dians 19 with a little more 
than six minutes remaining 
in the opening quarter.

The Cougars offense got 
the ball right back follow-
ing a punt. They then put 
together a nine play scor-

ing drive, which covered 40 
yards. 

Cacace kept the series 
alive with three first down 
runs before Sargent dashed 
into the endzone on a two 
yard run with 11:10 remain-
ing in the second quarter.

Eighth grader Jayden 
Mioduszewski made the 
extra point attempt giving 
the Cougars a 7-0 lead.

Mioduszewski and Sar-
gent are two of the eleven 
eighth graders listed on the 
Quaboag football roster.

The Cougars didn’t keep 
the lead for very long.

On the first play of the 
ensuing series, Berthiaume 
carried the ball 40 yards 
down the right sideline be-
fore being pushed out of 
bounds at the Cougars 31 

by Dufault.
Berthiaume picked 

up six more yards on the 
next play before Orszulak 
scored on a 25-yard run 
with ten minutes remaining 
in the first half. He plowed 
over a couple of Quaboag 
defenders on his way into 
the endzone.

Jurczyk completed a TD 
pass to Orszulak on the two 
point conversion.

“For some unknown 
reason, we began the game 
very slowly,” Fazio said. 
“Once we took the lead in 
the second quarter, we be-
gan playing our style of 
football, which is physi-
cal and downhill. I’m very 
proud of the kids.”

It was the first time that 
Jurczyk was the starting 

quarterback against the 
Cougars.

“This is the first time I 
started in the Thanksgiving 
game, and it was an amaz-
ing feeling,” Jurczyk said. 
“Throwing touchdown 
passes is my favorite thing 
to do. I wouldn’t be very 
successful without the help 
of my linemen. I’m glad 
that I have one more season 
to play with this team.” 

During the final three 
minutes of the second 
quarter, Jurczyk completed 
a pair of touchdown pass-
es.

He connected with class-
mate Dalton Marquis for a 
five yard TD reception with 
2:18 showing on the score-
board clock. 

Orszulak caught anoth-

er touchdown pass on the 
conversion play.

Then a 25-yard punt re-
turn by Marquis and a 15-
yard late hit penalty put the 
ball at the Cougars 24 yard 
line.

The Indians only need-
ed two plays to score their 
third touchdown.

This time, Jurczyk tossed 
a 24-yard touchdown pass 
to Bernier, which gave the 
Indians a 22-7 lead with 11 
seconds remaining in the 
first half. The Indians tried 
an extra point attempt, 
which sailed wide left.

They also missed both 
of their PAT’s in the second 
half.

Marquis closed out the 
first half with an intercep-
tion.

The Ware defense forced 
Quaboag to turn the ball 
over on downs at the start 
of the second half.

Then Berthiaume car-
ried the ball six times be-
fore scoring on a 12-yard 
scamper with 6:36 left in 
the third quarter.

Less than three min-
utes into the final quarter, 
Jurczyk capped off the 
game’s scoring by throwing 
his third TD pass, which 
was a 24-yarder to Wood.

Orszulak intercepted 
late in the fourth quarter 
before the Indians players 
celebrated their final victo-
ry of the 2025 campaign. 

QUABOAG 
 FROM PAGE 7

BRAIDEN BRADLEY MAKES THE BLOCK ON THE OFFENSIVE LINE.
Jacob Cacace returns the ball to start the second half.

Quaboag’s Keegan Grieco and CJ Kady try to come up with the takedown.

Students chosen for sports ambassador program
WOBURN, MA - The 

Massachusetts Amateur 
Sports Foundation / Bay 
State Games is proud to an-
nounce the 80 selected high 
school student-athletes who 
have been chosen to serve 
as Ambassadors for the 
2025-2026 academic year. 
These student leaders were 
selected from schools and 
communities across Massa-
chusetts based on their in-
volvement in athletics, com-
mitment to leadership, and 

desire to inspire future par-
ticipation in the Bay State 
Games and statewide com-
munity sport initiatives. 
The Ambassador Program 
provides leadership devel-
opment, event experience, 
and networking opportu-
nities while ambassadors 
serve as representatives of 
Bay State Games in their 
schools, on their teams, 
and in their communities. 
Ambassadors play a key 
role in growing awareness, 

supporting recruitment 
efforts, and connecting 
their peers to the oppor-
tunities and events offered 
through Bay State Games 
including the Summer & 
Winter Games, scholar-
ships, internships, and oth-
er year-round programs. 
“The Ambassador Pro-
gram helps expand state-
wide awareness and im-
pact of Bay State Games 
programs while mentoring 
high school students on the 

career and education op-
portunities available in the 
world of sports” said Kev-
in Cummings, Bay State 
Games Executive Director. 

“This class of ambas-
sadors represents the next 
generation of leaders in 
sport from across Massa-
chusetts. We are excited 
to support them as they 
help inspire participation 
in the Bay State Games 
and lay the foundation 
for their future careers” 

The 2025-2025 Ambassa-
dor program kicked off on 
November 2 with a state-
wide Ambassador Summit 
at the Natick Armory, host-
ed by the Massachusetts 
Army National Guard. 
Ambassadors from across 
the state participated in the 
program that included a 
fitness warm up and team 
building exercises, a panel 
discussion on the college 
athletic recruiting process 
and an address from mo-

tivational speaker, philan-
thropist, athlete and race 
director Dave McGillivray. 

The Ambassador term 
began in October 2025 and 
runs through July 2026.

Among local stu-
dent-athletes selected, 
Makenzie Casey of Quab-
bin Regional, Kendall 
Placzek and Richard Hale 
of Minnechaug Regional, 
Logan Millet of Ware, and 
Madelyn Moreau of Mon-
son.
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him during this award cere-
mony.

Bessette believes Joinville 
does a lot for the students 
and continues to commit to 
them and the school. 

“He wouldn’t be here 
without us,” Bessette said. 
“An easy going and helpful 
person, even if  he wasn’t 
your teacher.”

Bessette described Jo-
inville’s teaching style as a 
kind and understanding per-
son when he teaches, who 
takes time to help you. Bes-
sette plans on having Join-
ville as a teacher throughout 
her time at Quaboag. 

Joinville has been teach-
ing at Quaboag for 18 years, 
starting in the 2008-2009 
school year. Over the years, 
Joinville has saved every sin-
gle teacher ID card/photo he 
has gotten during his tenure 
at Quaboag. 

His first full-time year be-
gan in 2009 after the music 
director left Quaboag and 
Joinville would take up a 
new role. Prior to teaching, 
Joinville worked as a mail-
ing department head for the 
Fast Lanes Violations offi-
cer. 

In his spare time, Join-
ville for many years has per-
formed as an organist for St. 
Christophers in Worcester. 
Joinville has been an organ-
ist for 25 years. 

Joinville knew what he 
wanted to do since the sixth 
grade. He and his friend 
Brian Kellam had figured 
out what they wanted to do 
while they were both still in 
middle school. 

Kellam would become a 
fighter pilot, flying a F-16 
and Joinville wanted to 
teach music. 

“We both followed these 
dreams,” Joinville said.

Joinville said he got a lot 
of messages from former 
students who reached out 
and congratulated him on 
this award. One of the gifts 
Joinville got in addition to 
the Most Valuable Teach-
er Award was a customized 
baseball jersey with his last 
name and the #1 placed on 
it. Joinville said this was the 
only time in his life his name 
was placed on a sports jer-
sey. 

At first, Joinville was 
shocked by the news that he 
was nominated and was giv-
en this award. As time went 
on leading to the ceremony, 
the moment became hum-
bling for Joinville. He said 
he does what he does for the 
kids, the community, and for 
the school. 

How Joinville found out 
about who nominated him is 
a comedic story. He believes 
a fellow classmate of Bes-
sette alluded to the answer. 

As for the ceremony, Jo-
inville described it as a party 
featuring students of music 
and theater, as well as Super-
intendent Stephen Duff and 
Quaboag administration 
members joining in on the 
celebration. Representatives 
of the WooSox Foundation 
joined in on the celebration 
as Joinville was praised by 
the Smiley Ball the mascot. 

The feeling described by 
Joinville was awesome and 
he admitted that he almost 
cried. Any teacher who 
hears appreciation from the 
students and staff is always 

good to hear, according to 
Joinville. 

In 2020, Joinville received 
an award through MSAA 
and the National Hon-
or Society Massachusetts 
Chapters. It was the Everett 
Masters Adviser of the Year 
Award and Joinville found 
out through a scavenger 
hunt. 

While on school grounds, 
Joinville found himself do-

ing a scavenger hunt around 
the school. There were six 
clues in total, and it ended 
with him finding out in the 
school auditorium. Joinville 
still has the clues saved in his 
office. 

Joinville wanted to ac-
knowledge his inspirations 
that helped him lay out the 
path to pursue college and 
wanting to become a mu-
sic teacher. His inspirations 

were Charlie Pietrello, Dave 
Daquil, Bob Chadwick and 
Beth Johnson; teachers he 
had in middle school and 
high school. 

Joinville went to the Uni-
versity of Maine in Orono 
and had the pleasure of 
reconnecting with former 
instructors of his. A couple 
students of Joinville have 
enrolled in UMaine and are 
studying music. 

Joinville also runs Quabo-
ag’s theater department and 
has a background in theater 
of his own. His first theater 
experience was back in 1991 
during a production of “Bye 
Bye Birdie”. During his time 
in college Joinville focused 
more on directing and music 
directing for plays. 

For many years, Joinville 
has helped out school the-
ater programs throughout 
Massachusetts and some 
in Connecticut. Schools 
such as Auburn, Nashoba, 
and Oakmont are schools 
Joinville has helped during 
school plays, mostly on the 
music portion. 

In his 18 years of teach-
ing, Joinville is proud to 
call Quaboag “home.” The 
moment Quaboag became 
home for him goes back 
to 2013. Joinville said that 
was a time when he had the 
pleasure of working with a 
good group of students and 
felt the kids and staff had 
tremendous support from 
the community and helped 
grow the school community. 

“It was a time when 
coming to work didn’t feel 
like work,” Joinville said. 
“It would be a challenge to 
leave.” 

Many legacies of stu-
dents were built at Quabo-
ag and Joinville is proud to 
be a part of a loved school 
community, 18 years and 
counting. In the music 
room, Joinville has worked 
with many amazing stu-
dents through various class-
es and programs, and many 
students had truly left their 
mark on the music room 
that Joinville proudly teach-
es in. 

“The magic this music 
room holds,” Joinville stat-
ed. 

Joinville is honored to 
receive the Most Valuable 
Teacher Award and ap-
preciates the nomination 
by Bessette. As part of the 
award, Joinville also re-
ceived tickets to a WooSox 
game and will be a part of 
a special on-field ceremony 
that honors the Most Valu-
able Teacher. 

JOINVILLE 
 FROM PAGE 1

COURTESY PHOTO  BY DERICK VELIZ
A Most Valuable Teacher banner was held by Superintendent Stephen Duff, James Joinville, Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School Principal John Diorio, freshman Teagan Bessette (who nominated Joinville) and Country Bank Vice President 
of Community Relations Jodie Gerulaitis. 

First Congregational joins in White Christmas festivities
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
36 North Main St., will host 
an open house on Sunday, 
Dec. 7 from 11:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. during the town’s White 
Christmas celebration. 

The dining area opens 
at 11:30 a.m. and the menu 
includes: a plentiful and de-

licious hot turkey sandwich 
with stuffing, gravy and 
cranberry sauce, hot dogs, 
chili dogs, chili by the bowl, 
two kinds of homemade 
soup, chicken, egg and ham 
salad sandwiches, home-
made pie - apple, blueberry 
and pumpkin and new this 
year – cheesecake.

They will also offer a 

huge raffle with many items 
and gift cards, a concert by 
the Hardwick Memorial 
Handbell Choir at 1:30 p.m., 
“Find-the-Elf” for the kids, 
free door prize raffle and a 
bountiful baked-goods table. 

A special treat this year is 
a raffle for a gorgeous hand-
made quilt. The pattern is 
Potato Chip and measures 

approx. 58 inches by 68 inch-
es. 

The Christmas tunes will 
be playing and the atmo-
sphere will be festive and 
cheery. A wonderful place to 
be to welcome in our holiday 
season. 

Call the church for more 
information at 508-867-
7078.

N Brookfield Senior Center 
lists December activities

NORTH BROOKFIELD  
s– The North Brookfield Se-
nior Center, located at 29 
Forest St., will offer the fol-
lowing events and activities 
during the month of Decem-
ber.

Activities include: a free 
art class – Christmas Lan-

terns on Thursday, Dec. 11, 
at 11 a.m.; music bingo on 
Monday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.; 
and drawing class – Portfolio 
Work on Thursday, Dec. 18 
at 11 a.m.

A blood pressure/glucose 
clinic will be held on Mon-
day, Dec. 15 at 10:30 a.m. 
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      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of CHRISTMAS for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 22-26 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 17 at 3 p.m.

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that in 
accordance with the provisions 
of M.G.L Chapter 40A, Sec-
tion 9, and Section 11 Back Lot 
Permit, of the West Brookfield 
Zoning Bylaws, the Planning 
Board will open a public hearing 
on Monday, December 15th, 
2025 at 6:00 pm in the Town 
Hall Meeting Room, 2 East Main 
Street, for the following applica-
tion:

Darcie Confar seeks Special 
Permit approval to create a Back-
lot, approximately 20.805 acres, 
at 62 Birch Hill Road, West 
Brookfield.  

Interested parties may review 
the plan at the office of the Town 
Clerk in the Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street, West Brookfield. 
A copy is posted on the display 
board outside of the Town Hall 
and on the Town website at 
www.wbrookfield.com, under 
the Events Calendar. 

The Board invites all interest-
ed parties to attend the public 
hearing. 

Timothy Morrell
Planning 

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that the North Brookfield Board 
of Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition to 
locate poles, wires, cables, and 
fixtures, including the necessary 
anchors, guys, and other such 

sustaining and protecting fix-
tures, brought before it by Mas-
sachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid and Verizon 
New England, Inc Tuesday, De-
cember 16, 2025 at 6:15 PM 
at the North Brookfield Police 
Department, 55 School Street, 
North Brookfield, MA  01535.

The pole location that will be 
considered is as follows:

Madbrook Rd- National Grid 
to install 1 JO Pole on Madbrook 
Rd beginning at a point approx-
imately 915 feet south of the 
centerline of the intersection of 
Oakham Rd. Install a new Pole 
25-25 to power new residential 
home. 	

Said hearing will begin at 6:15 
PM and continue until comple-
tion, and will be conducted pur-
suant to the provisions of Massa-
chusetts General Laws, Chapter 
166.

Jason M Petraitis, Chairman
Jamie Gilman

Ralph Kay 
12/05, 12/12/2025

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

The Town of West Brookfield 
Water Department (“Owner”) 
shall receive sealed General Bids 
at the Town of West Brookfield 
Water Department Office, Town 
Hall Lower Level, 2 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield, MA, to 
the attention of Kathy Landry, 
Water Department Administra-
tive Assistant, for the construc-
tion of the Leland Road Water 
Treatment Facility Upgrades, 
Contract No. WDLR2026-01, 
DWSRF-19048, until 2:00 PM 

prevailing time, Wednesday, Jan-
uary 21, 2026, at which time bids 
will be opened and publicly read 
aloud.  Bids submitted after this 
time will not be accepted.

The Town of West Brook-
field Water Department shall 
receive sealed filed sub-bids at 
the Town of West Brookfield 
Water Department Office, Town 
Hall Lower Level, 2 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield, MA, to 
the attention of Kathy Landry, 
Water Department Administra-
tive Assistant, for the construc-
tion of the Leland Road Water 
Treatment Facility Upgrades, 
Contract No. WDLR2026-01, 
DWSRF-19048, until 2:00 PM 
prevailing time, Wednesday Jan-
uary 7, 2026, at which time sub-
bids will be opened and publicly 
read aloud.  Sub-bids submitted 
after this time will not be accept-
ed.

Sub-bids will be required on 
the work described in the fol-
lowing disciplines of work: Ma-
sonry; Miscellaneous and Or-
namental Iron; Waterproofing, 
Dampproofing, and Caulking; 
Painting; Heating, Ventilation, 
and Air Conditioning; and  Elec-
trical.

A non-mandatory pre-bid con-
ference will be held at the Town 
of West Brookfield Leland Road 
Wellfield, 16 Leland Road, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585, at 10:00 
AM prevailing time, Wednesday 
December 17, 2025.

The Work of this Contract 
generally consists of the con-
struction of a 41’-4” by 29’-4” 
double wythe masonry building 
with three GreensandPlus filtra-

tion vessels for iron and man-
ganese removal, a below grade 
spent backwash tank, backwash 
supply tank, and pipe gallery. A 
sodium hypochlorite disinfec-
tion system will be installed in 
the existing WTF building on 
site as well as new submersible 
well pumps and motors. Build-
ing components include HVAC, 
plumbing, SCADA, and electri-
cal.  Site work includes installa-
tion of 8-inch ductile iron water 
main and associated valves, hy-
drants, fittings, and appurtenanc-
es, approximately 187 feet of 24-
inch diameter ductile iron water 
main for 4-log virus inactivation, 
relocation of propane tanks and 
associated piping, electrical, 
grading, chain link fence, gravel 
driveway, stormwater controls, 
erosion controls, and miscella-
neous site work.  All work shall 
be completed within 510 consec-
utive calendar days of the date 
fixed in the Notice to Proceed.

The Contract Documents 
may be obtained electronically 
through Tata & Howard, Inc. by 
contacting Juliette Burcham at 
LelandWTFbid@tataandhoward.
com.

The bidding and award of the 
Contract will be under the pro-
visions of “Massachusetts Gen-
eral Law, Chapter 149, Sections 
44A-44J (MGL c.149, ss.44A-
44J).”  Each bid and sub-bid shall 
be accompanied by a bid security 
in the amount of 5% of the to-
tal bid amount and in the form 
described in the Instructions to 
Bidders.  A Performance Bond 
and Labor and Materials Pay-
ment Bond each in the amount 

of 100 percent of the Contract 
Price will be required in the form 
described in the Instructions to 
Bidders.  Each general bid must 
be accompanied by a DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility for Wa-
ter and Sewerage Treatment Fa-
cilities and an Update Statement 
in accordance with MGL c. 149, 
s44D.  Each filed sub-bid must 
be accompanied by a DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and Up-
date Statement for the respective 
trade in accordance with MGL c. 
149, s44D and s44F. No Bidder 
may withdraw their bid within 
30 days (Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays excluded) after the 
actual date of the opening of the 
General Bids.

This project is funded in part 
by the Massachusetts Clean Wa-
ter Trust (the “Trust”). This proj-
ect requires compliance with the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Diesel Retrofit Pro-
gram.  Procurement Consider-
ations - Six Good Faith Efforts. 
40 CFR, Part 33, Subpart C: Pur-
suant to 40 CFR Section 33.301, 
the sub-recipient agrees to make 
good faith efforts whenever pro-
curing construction, equipment, 
services, and supplies under an 
EPA financial assistance agree-
ment, and to require that sub-re-
cipients, loan recipients, and 
prime contractors also comply. 
Records documenting compli-
ance with the six good faith ef-
forts shall be retained. The spe-
cific six good faith efforts can be 
found at: 40 CFR Section 33.301 
(a)-(f).

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Executive Office 

of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment under the provision of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D, 
as amended, apply to this proj-
ect.  It is the responsibility of the 
contractor, before bid opening, 
to request if necessary, any addi-
tional information on Minimum 
Wage Rates for those trades peo-
ple who may be employed for the 
proposed work under this con-
tract.  Federal Minimum Wage 
Rates as determined by the Unit-
ed States Department of Labor 
under the Davis-Bacon Act also 
apply to this project.

If the bidder views/obtains the 
plans and specifications from a 
source other than those noted in 
this Advertisement for Bids, the 
accuracy and/or completeness 
of the bid documents cannot 
be guaranteed and the bidder 
assumes the responsibility for 
obtaining any additional infor-
mation regarding the project, 
including addenda, that may be 
required for bidding.  Failure 
to acknowledge addenda issued 
during bidding shall designate a 
bid or sub-bid as non-responsive.  
The Owner reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, to accept 
any bid, or to waive any infor-
mality on bids received.

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD 

WATER DEPARTMENT, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

12/05/2025

Tomasi said. “They are so 
talented and we share the 
same sense of humor.”

This chance reach-out 
manifested into the star-stud-
ded cast that will have you 
“holy rolling” in the aisles 
with laughter.

Heather Pascale of Barre, 
a mother of seven, is return-
ing to the stage as Sister 
Mary Hubert with two of 
her daughters Olivia Pascale 
(also of Barre) and Gina Ro-
urke of Wheelwright, as well 
as her mother, Susan Clark.

The family has music run-
ning through their veins, and 
have formed several success-
ful family bands, including 
a Christian rock band called 
Six Stories Up. The daugh-
ters credited their mom, and 
their grandmother, for teach-
ing them to sing and make 
music.

Tomasi described Heath-

er’s voice as “amazing.”
“She can be three different 

characters in one black dress, 
depending on what sister 
she’s talking to,” Tomasi said. 

Heather can be remem-
bered for several roles with 
The Gilbert Players along-
side her children. She even 
starred in a production with 
her youngest daughter, So-
phia, when Sophia was just 9 
months old.

“She even cried on cue,” 
Rourke said of her sister’s 
acting debut.

Heather said she had tak-
en a hiatus from the theater, 
but was excited to play the 
convent’s second-in-com-
mand in “Nuncrackers”.

“I had take a little bit more 
than a decade-long break and 
Linda pulled me out of the 
woodwork,” she said. 

Heather said she put her 
experience as a mother into 
the character of Sister Mary 
Hubert.

“I’ve had to be a lead-

er to these girls their whole 
life,” she said pointing to her 
daughters. “Sister Mary Hu-
bert is a bit of a leader.” 

Clark of Barre, plays the 
role of Mother Reverend, 
Sister Mary Regina, and she 
admitted that her grandchil-
dren somewhat misled her 

when she accepted the role by 
saying it, “didn’t have a lot of 
lines.”

“I told her the part would 
be really easy,” Rourke said 
with a laugh.

Nonetheless, Clark eager-
ly took on the challenge, easy 
or not, and said the experi-
ence has been wonderful and 
has given her more cherished 
memories with her daughter 
and granddaughters.

“I’m loving being with my 
family,” she said. 

At 76 years old, she is no 
stranger to performing, hav-
ing first joined The Gilbert 
Players in their production 
of “Annie” along with her 
grandchildren. 

Clark said she brings her 
sense of humor to her role 
as Mother Reverend, and 
jokingly said she uses her 
husband as inspiration in the 
scenes where she’s lecturing 
the other nuns. She has also 
put her baton-twirling talents 
to use for the first time in over 
40 years.

Rourke, who has been per-
forming as long as she can 
remember, became the lead 
singer of the family band 
when she was just 8 years old, 

and even won The Center’s 
Got Talent singing “Jesus, 
Take the Wheel” her senior 
year of high school.

Rourke said her Italian 
family members inspired 
her role as the street-smart, 
tough-talking Brooklyn nun, 
Sister Robert Anne. 

Rourke has appeared in a 
lot of shows at The Gilbert 
Players, including “Annie Get 
Your Gun”, “Annie”, “The 
Wizard of Oz” and “Honk!” 
In high school, she was able 
to play her favorite stage role 
of all time, that of Asaka in 
“Once on This Island”. She 
has also performed with Ster-
ling Community Theatre.

Rourke has been a dance 
teacher for 12 years, and also 
did the choreography for 
“Nuncrackers”.

Rourke described Sister 
Robert Anne as someone 
who “likes to be kind of a 
star.”

“I really love to per-
form…I’m very confident 
performing and so it vibes 
with me,” she said of the role.

Her sister Olivia has been 
in five shows with The Gil-
bert Players, most recently 
in “Chicago”. She has also 
performed with the Sterling 
Community Theatre and 
Central Mass Onstage.

Olivia said Sister Mary 
Paul, also known as Amne-
sia, got that nickname after 
suffering memory loss when 
a crucifix fell on her head. 
Her sweet southern drawl 
delicately covers her sarcastic 
side.

“She’s super funny,” Olivia 
said of her character. “She’s 
sassy and quirky, and super 
sarcastic.”

Joining the family to 
round out the cast of nuns 
is Hardwick resident Lau-
ra Grunwerg as Sister Mary 
Leo, a nun who dreams of 
being a dancer.

“My ambition is to be-
come the first nun ballerina,” 
she said.  

Grunwerg moved to town 
two years ago, and this is her 
first time performing with 
The Gilbert Players. 

When she lived in New 
York and worked as a library 
director, she wrote and di-
rected several old-time radio 
shows, and also participated 
in community theater. 

Grunwerg got her acting 
debut in Hardwick during 
this past October’s Ghost 
Walk in the cemetery ad-
jacent to the Town House, 
playing the role of Bathsheba 
Newcomb Ruggles, the moth-
er of the infamous Bathsheba 
Ruggles Spooner.

All of the cast members 
said they have enjoyed work-
ing with Linda and John and 
being a part of “Nuncrack-
ers”.

“I love working with 
John,” Rourke said. “I take 
his criticism very seriously. 
He makes us better for sure.” 

Rourke said Linda “loves 
to make her cast happy,” 
right down to bringing cook-
ies to rehearsals. 

About ‘Nuncrackers’
Enjoy some quality time 

with your own family and 
share laughs with the sister-
hood this weekend at “Nun-
crackers: The Nunsense 
Christmas Musical”.

Tickets are $10, $17 and 
$19. Ticket prices will never 
go above $20, Tomasi said, 
keeping theater affordable 
and enjoyable for all.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at thecenterateaglehill.
org, calling the box office at 
413-477-6746, or at the door. 
Advanced purchase is recom-
mended as this show is likely 
to sell out.

The Center at Eagle Hill is 
handicapped accessible.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Heather Pascale as Sister Mary Hubert (left) gets an earful from Susan Clark as 
Sister Mary Regina, or the Mother Rever

MUSICAL  FROM PAGE` 1

Sister Mary Paul (Amnesia) played by Olivia Pascale and Sister Mary Regina 
played by Susan Clark, sang during the song “Three Hundred Sixty-Four Days”.

Sister Mary Hubert (played by Heather Pascale) felt the pressures of holiday 
shopping.

Gina Rourke sang as street-smart, tough-talking Brooklyn nun, Sister Robert 
Anne.
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more

Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 
413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 
We buy guns. Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS.
 REMODELING

Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, windows, 
painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. Insur-
ance work. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
(413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  

Wilbraham residential only 
 Call or Text now. 

Limited space available.
 413-519-5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

FULL CHARGE BOOKKEEPER and 
PROJECT ESTIMATORr for Smoke-
stack Lightning Inc in Brookfield MA.  
Bookkeeping experience required, training 
will be provided for estimating.  $25-35/
hr.  Health, dental, IRA, paid holidays and 
sick time.  Email resume to bill@smoke-
stackusa.com or call 508.867.9233 
with questions.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

TUNE-UPS

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10pm-7pm

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!
BLACK FRIDAY DEALS STILL GOING ON!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

$2549
NAPA® Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil
0W16, 0W20, 10W30, 
5W20, 5W30

/5 qt.

$539
/1 qt.

0W16, 0W20, 10W30, 
15W20, 5W20, 5W30

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July1 ........8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Happy 
Holidays!

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

COMING SOON! New Construction - $565,000COMING SOON! New Construction - $565,000
95 Town Farm Road, Warren, MA

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

24 Water St., Palmer
 80 Main St., Ware

413.283.8393 • newspapers.turley.com

Absolutely gorgeous manufactured home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 55+ community.  
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, kitchen loaded with cherry cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast 

nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated room with gas fireplace (stove) on thermostat.  
TONS of improvements - windows, 

furnace, hot water heater and central 
air done in 2023, new side deck 

with composite wood, newer flooring 
throughout.  Generac generator 

2018, Master bath has double vanity, 
huge linen closet and skylight, 

oversized living room with vaulted 
ceilings and tons of natural lighting.  

Storage shed with new roof and 
electric, patio sitting area out back 

with room for small garden.  Lots of 
beautiful mature plants and flowers.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

PRICE REDUCED

18 Fox Run, Brookfield 
NEW PRICE - $279,900

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $289,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the 
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck 
and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes 
water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior 
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $219,000. 
See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

HOLIDAY ROASTS & CATERING 
FROM FARMER MATT
Premium holiday roasts or farm-fresh catering will make your 
holiday table special this season. Choose from prime rib, standing 
rib roast, tenderloin, or sirloin roasts. Dinner options include prime 
rib, turkey, or ham. Single serve options available. Happy holidays.

Gift cards 
also available
online or
in-store

FarmerMatt.com 
(508) 980-7085

GIFT CARD


