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Order ahead and pick up at the farm. 
FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Order online 
FarmerMatt.com/roasts

Farm-fresh beef, pork, and poultry and hot 
meals and freshly baked goods from Farmer 
Matt’s kitchen.

Farmer Matt has standing rib, prime 
rib, and tenderloin roasts available 
for your holiday table. All roasts are 
dry-aged Angus beef.

Holiday roasts available 
for pre-order

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
North Brookfield Fire Depart-
ment hosted its 172nd annual 
Fireman’s Ball at Salem Cross 
Inn recently, joining together 
firefighters from North Brook-
field, West Brookfield, Spencer, 
Hardwick, Oakham, Leicester 

and even Maine.
On Nov. 19, following a 

social hour and dinner, mem-
bers of North Brookfield Fire 
Department’s Fire Prevention 
Unit, Training Division and the 
Emergency Medical Division 
were recognized for their excel-

lence. Members of these spe-
cialty units received a commen-
dation from the State House.

Fire Chief Joseph Holway 
said, “I’m extremely proud of 
all members.”

Holway said he and his de-

172nd Fireman’s Ball

Area fire personnel 
recognized for excellence

Jessica Vetre, Adam Mercurio, Diana Nydam, Jesse Crockett-Sears, Lyndon Perkins and Peter Orsi pose for a photo at the North 
Brookfield Fire Department’s 172nd annual Fireman’s Ball held at Salem Cross Inn on Nov. 18. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Community chorus 
sings songs of 
Brittany and beyond

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

As the chill of winter begins 
to creep in the air, and people 
prepare for the holiday season, 
the 40-member Wings of Song 
community chorus is busy re-
hearsing “Celtic Noëls”, fea-
turing Christmas music from 
Britanny and elsewhere in 
France.

Music Director Nym Cooke 
was first introduced to “Celtic 
Noëls” after receiving a record-
ing of it as a gift from his wife, 
Daphne.

“The whole family fell in love 
with that music, and it became 
the number one Christmas disc 
for some years,” Cooke said.

In the summer of 2004, 
Cooke and his daughter 
Thalia, set to work to make 
English singing versions of the 
Breton text, making it rhymed 
and metered.

Cooke said this is the only 
version of “Celtic Noëls” in 

Chorus members join their voices together at a recent rehearsal. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA 
OUIMETTE

By Rowan Bernstein
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE – The Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library is cur-
rently working on a major up-
date to their HVAC system. 

The project, which began in 
mid-October, will lead to some 
changes for patrons while the 
work is being completed. 

The $1.2 million project 
has been “a long time coming” 
according to library director 
Becky Plimpton. 

“The main HVAC unit on 
the roof is about 35 years old,” 
she said “And is failing reg-
ularly.” Plimpton elaborated 
that there have been “leaks in 
the roof for years,” and no one 
could be sure where they were 
coming from. 

Another component of the 
project will be switching the 
systems over from propane to 
electric.

Because of the high bud-
get of the project, the library 

HVAC project underway 
at the JHPLMemorial dedicated to 

late football player and 
Quaboag alum

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Family, 
friends, athletes, school staff  
and members of the communi-
ty gathered before the Thanks-
giving eve football game be-
tween Quaboag Regional High 
School and Ware High School, 
to honor the life of a former 
Cougar.

Shane Douglas, a West 
Brookfield resident and 2021 
graduate of Quaboag Regional 
High School, number 21 on the 
football team, was killed in a 
car accident on June 26, 2022, 
at just 18 years old. 

Douglas was a fan favorite 
on the football team, and his 
three brothers are following 
in his footsteps, including his 
brother Bryce, who finished his 
last football game as a senior 
later that night.

“This family is synonymous 
with football,” Coach Jason 
Morgan said. “They really put 

See HVAC   I   PAGE 15

See CHORUS   I   PAGE 9

See FIREMAN   I   PAGE 6

See MEMORIAL  I   PAGE 10

Wings of Song presents 
‘Celtic Noëls’ concerts

On Nov. 22, the family and friends of 
Shane Douglas, a 2021 graduate of 
Quaboag Regional High School, unveiled 
a memorial dedicated to the late football 
star. TURLEY PHOTO BY DERICK VELIZ

Remembering Shane Douglas
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By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – An eclectic, 
vintage shop and artists gallery 
opened their doors at 1500 N. 
Main St.

“The Victorian” will provide 
locals a convenient shop close to 
home, offering quality painter’s 
products, painted furniture, 
unique gifts, candles home 
decor, and more. 

The shop features a wide 
variety of Fusion Mineral Paint 
products, including materials 
to re-purpose, refurbish and re-
imagine furniture. 

“Fusion Mineral Paint is 
primarily a furniture paint,” said 
owner Julia Dias. However,  she 
said the paint works well on a 
variety of materials, such as 
wood, metal, glass and fabrics.

In addition to the mineral 
paint, The Victorian will 
also offer milk paint, stains, 
antiquing glazes, a variety of 
decorating waxes and both 
natural and synthetic paint 
brushes.  

The shop caters to artists 
seeking to add a splash of color 
to their homes and get creative 
with refinishing their furniture. 

“I always wanted to open my 
own shop,” said Dias. 

She holds a bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts with a focus on 
interior design from UMASS 
Amherst. 

Dias’ experience allows her 
to provide guests with expertise 
and a wealth of knowledge in 
design as well as the Fusion 
Mineral Paint product line. 

“I live for making what is 
old new again,” said Dias. “It’s 
exciting.”

She added the Victorian age 
has always been her favorite 
period in time, prompting her 
to scout out the perfect location 
for her shop.

“It has always been a dream 
of mine to have a Victorian. The 

building is a Queen Anne with 
all the traditional moldings,” 
said Dias. 

The Victorian was built in 
1868 and is 155 years old. 

Shoppers will not only have 
access to a Fusion Mineral Paint 
carrier locally, but they will also 
experience the charm of the old 
Victorian. 

The shop features an array 
of colors, furnishings and art; 

some Victorian style, others 
more abstract. 

Vintage style “sassy talkin’ 
towels,” are on display, adding 
style and humor to the main 
shopping area. 

For those interested in 
purchasing, duplicates are for 
sale. 

Additionally, vintage-style 
match boxes are available for 
purchase, delicately wrapped 
in wax paper and sealed with a 
postage stamp. 

The Superior Dry Good 
Vintage Stick matches are a 
perfect compliment to those 
interested in gifting a locally 
sourced, 100% soy, 1803 candle. 

Dias said the shop is 
Victorian themed to add an 
element of creativity and charm 
to the guests’ experience. 

“After the first of the year, we 
will offer Fusion Mineral Paint 
workshops” said Dias.

She added services and 

products available at 
the shop will expand 
within the upcoming 
year, including the 
introduction of a 
parlor styled tea 
room. 

While the room 
is not yet ready for 
renting, guests will 
eventually have the 
option of renting a 
Victor ian-themed 
space equipped with 
art, comfortable 
vintage furniture, 
tea table near a 
decorative fireplace 
and a large, antique 
Victrola player.

Guests interested 
in adding a Victorian 
touch to their home 
also have the option 
of purchasing from a 

collection of vintage glassware. 
Dias thanked and credited 

her husband, Joao Dias, for all 
he has done to make her dream 
come true. 

Dias is inviting all to stop 
by today for all of your unique 
holiday shopping needs.

Shop is open Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11 am 
to 5 pm and Saturdays 11 am to 
2 pm.

Eclectic vintage shop, artists studio opens

Submitted Photos
The Victorian is located at 1500 Main St., in Palmer, in the former 
Moulton Insurance building. 

The building is a Queen Anne Victorian, 
decorated to accentuate the charm and 
authenticity of the building’s architecture. 

For sale are 100% soy candles 
made in the USA. 

Shown is the shopping area in the building, with Items in display 
cases, which are for sale. 

The Victorian carries Fusion 
Mineral Paint for furniture 
re-purposing and re-finishing. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
North Brookfield Senior Center hosted 
its annual Thanksgiving luncheon on 
Wednesday, Nov. 15.  

The 35 grateful guests enjoyed a 
scrumptious, homemade turkey dinner 
with stuffing, potatoes, gravy, squash, 
green bean casserole, corn and rolls. Spar-
kling grape juice accompanied the meal, 
which was followed by pumpkin pie and 
apple crisp. 

DJ Tabby LeBlanc played delightful 
music for all to enjoy. The Friends of 
the North Brookfield Council on Aging 
thank the many dedicated volunteers for 
helping out. 

The afternoon was made possible by a 
generous private donation with the goal 
of providing a delicious and memorable 
Thanksgiving dinner for everyone. 

Friends of the North Brookfield 
Council on Aging are currently planning 
their annual catered Christmas luncheon 
to be held on Wednesday, Dec. 20 at the 
center. You can follow them on Facebook 
@NorthBrookfieldSenior Center to learn 
details as they become available. 

 

Delicious homemade food, welcoming fellowship, and enjoyable entertainment were all on hand at the Senior Center recently 
during its annual Thanksgiving luncheon. SUBMITTED PHOTO

North Brookfield Senior enjoy holiday luncheon



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, December 1, 2023  PAGE 3

- community -

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr. 
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU  

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The annual tree lighting 
on the common is set to take place on 
Friday night, Dec. 1. 

A series of townwide activities is part 
of the whole experience of bringing the 
community together for the holiday sea-
son. Many local businesses are offering 
their wares as the town common com-
mences the main event of lighting War-
ren’s tree. 

All activities during the tree lighting 
will begin at 4 p.m. and will go on until 
7 p.m. The tree lighting will take place 
at 6 p.m. 

In case of inclement weather, the 
event will be moved to Saturday, Dec. 2. 
Please check the Warren Parks Depart-
ment’s Facebook page or download the 
My Town Alerts app for notice of post-
ponement. 

Events and activities
Mason’s Grille will be offering free 

refreshments and some meals for pur-
chase. The meals include beef stew and 
clam chowder. 

Warren One Stop Market will be 
offering free coffee. The Warren Water 
Department will be offering free refresh-
ments. 

The Lost Arts will be hosting an open 
house with vendors, items for sale, and 
a free make and take craft activity. For 
games, Warren WIC will be also having 
an open house with Santa’s cookie toss 

game and incentive items. 
At Glenda’s, a craft activity of or-

nament making will be going on. There 
will also be free face painting as well. 

Another open house will be held at 
Warren Public Library with refresh-
ments and free horse drawn carriage 
rides. 

For entertainment, the Diva Dance 
School will have a dance performance 
going on at 6:20 p.m. after the 6 p.m. 
tree lighting. The dancers will perform 
near the Christmas tree as long as the 
weather permits. 

On the Common
The main event of the tree lighting 

will have numerous features to get pa-
trons into the holiday spirit. The mu-
sical entertainment is provided by the 
Quaboag Chorus playing some familiar 
holiday favorites. 

Placed on the common will be Santa’s 
Letter Box. The children can get started 
on writing their letters to Santa Claus 
and put them in the Santa Mailbox. 

Remember to include a return ad-
dress on your letter to Santa. If kids 
don’t get their letters in the mailbox 
during the tree lighting, starting on 
Saturday, Dec. 2 the Warren and West 
Warren Post Offices will have Santa’s 
Mailboxes available. 

The United States Postal Service will 
make sure Santa Claus gets your Christ-
mas letters. 

Santa’s Letter Box is a great way to 
embrace the spirit of Christmas in the 
community. It is a fun way for children 

to enjoy the time to write to Santa Claus 
and think about what they’d like for 
Christmas.

In addition to the holiday spirit, the 
Warren Police Department will be hav-
ing their Jingle Fund. This activity of 
giving is a great way to help the police 
department stuff a cruiser full of un-
wrapped gifts, gift cards, and other do-
nations. 

The Jingle Fund helps give back to 
the youth and families of the Warren 
community. 

Many Warren businesses and depart-
ments will be participating during the 
festivities. 

The Warren Fire Department will be 
selling wreaths. The Warren Parks and 
Recreation Department will be provid-
ing s’mores and a cozy fire during the 
tree lighting. 

Breezeland Orchards has donated 
apple cider for the event. Boy Scout 
Troop #142 will have hot dogs available 
for purchase and crafts for sale. 

Tam O’Shanter Farm and Wilbur 
the Pig will be in attendance of the tree 
lighting. Hot chocolate will be for sale 
thanks to Dance Factory and items for 
sale thanks to the Quaboag Performing 
Arts Boosters. 

The annual tree lighting in Warren is 
truly bringing the community together 
to kick off the holiday season. 

Celebrate the spirit of the holidays 
on the common of Warren.

Townwide activities offered during annual Tree Lighting

Santa’s Mailbox will be placed to collect letters for 
Santa Claus during the Warren Tree Lighting. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
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CURREN T

I received an email from a Brimfield 
resident, who said he had a few song 
sparrows in his yard in late October 
along with white-throated sparrows.

The song sparrow is six inches long 
and has a whitish breast with brown 
streaks. A distinguishing mark is a black, 
central spot on its 
chest. 

The song spar-
row’s crown is red-
dish brown, and it 
has gray eyebrows. 
Its tail is long and 
rounded. 

Song sparrows 
feed on the ground 
eating seeds, insects 
and some fruit. 

This sparrow’s 
song is a few re-
peated notes fol-
lowed by a rich and 
varied warble. Its 
call includes a “tsp” 
and “tchump.” 

The female lays 
three to five green-
ish, white eggs with 
dark marks in a 
cup like nest of grasses and occasionally 
leaves. She place the nest on the ground, 
in a shrub or weeds.

The male song sparrow defines his 
territory by singing from prominent 
perches in about ½ to 1 ½ acres. The 
male chases the female away when she 
first arrives and reduces the amount of 
his singing. Courtship includes male div-
ing at the female and her making a trill 
like call. 

Song sparrows inhabit dense shrubs 
at the edge of open areas such as fields, 
yards and streams. They inhabit this area 
year round. 

Other Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident said he had 

juncos and one golden crown and one 

ruby-crowned kinglet. He also saw four 
male Eastern bluebirds, a pair of house 
finches and juncos. 

He said, “The ‘best’ sighting was a 
male American kestrel. It was perched 
on a wire, flew to a tree and then down 
into the grass where it caught what 
looked like a mouse or vole.”

Cedar waxwings
My daughter and family saw a flock 

of cedar waxwings eating berries in 
Granby near the Horse Caves.

Pond birds
The Brimfield resident did a tour of 

some ponds in Brimfield, Sturbridge 
and Warren recently. He reported lots of 

Canada geese, but 
not a lot of ducks 
other than mallards. 

He saw two-
ringed necked ducks 
in Warren and a rob-
in eating fruit from a 
mountain ash tree.

He complied a 
list of birds seen 
Nov. 18 in Brimfield, 
Sturbridge and War-
ren. It included 33 
mallards, 76 Cana-
da geese, a pair of 
hooded mergansers 
(male and female), 
two great blue her-
ons and two mourn-
ing doves.

Feeders
I still have not put out my suet feeder 

until I am sure the black bears are hiber-
nating. 

I have lost too many suet feeders to 
black bears; they either destroy them or 
take off with them. There must be a pile 
of them in the woods somewhere.

I do put some bird seed out during 
the day, but I only put a small amount 
for the birds. I include shelled peanuts as 
the tufted titmice, woodpeckers and blue 
jays love them. 

Yes, the squirrels do as well.
People may report a bird sighting or 

bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

A reader from Palmer wrote in with this hol-
iday question for the Garden Lady: “I en-
joyed your wreath-making column last 

week. I thought it was interesting that you advised 
scouring the landscape for suitable greenery. Over-
grown boxwood shrubs are plentiful at home. Can I 
harvest the tips for making my own holiday wreaths 
and swags?  If  so, how do I ensure that the shrubs 
look good come spring?”

Yes, you can certainly harvest boxwood, espe-
cially since your plants are considered “overgrown.” 
A haircut doesn’t sound as if  it will do much harm, 
even though it’s the off season. 

Rather than snip just the tips, however, in-
sert your clippers further into the plant where the 
growth has become woody. Cutting deeper in sev-
eral random spots will make “windows” for new 
growth, at a reduced size!  

The addition of boxwoods to your wreaths, 
planter boxes and swags will offer a nice variation 
in texture to coarser greenery.  

Tabletop “trees” made almost entirely out of 
boxwood make great Christmas centerpieces.  

Here is how you do it, straight from the archives: 
Cut a piece of wet floral foam into an elongated 
triangle and secure it in your container of choice. 
I prefer to use a plastic centerpiece base available 
from the florist - the bottom of the foam fits in per-
fectly. 

From your collection of boxwood or other 
greens, choose a nice, pointed piece for the top of 
the tree and place it into the foam an inch or so; 
three or four inches will be left sticking out the top.  
If  leaves or other stems along the branch are in 
the way of insertion, remove them first so that the 
smallest hole possible will be made in the foam.  

Now, gauge the size of the rest of your tree by 
inserting pieces of greenery at the halfway point as 
well as at the very bottom.    

After that, fill in between the top and middle and 
middle and bottom, turning the foam as you go, so 
that a multidimensional tree results. Once greenery 
completely covers the foam, you can decorate it any 
way you like.  

Tiny glass balls, battery-powered lights, dried 
cranberries or cinnamon sticks are just a few op-
tions. Don’t forget to water the tree at the base - the 
foam will absorb moisture and keep the greens hy-
drated for weeks of enjoyment.

Marissa, who reads the Ware River News, posed 
this timely question concerning flowering gifts.  “I 
purchased an amaryllis kit as a gift for my sister.  
Do you have any tips for to make sure it grows and 
flowers well?” 

Sure! As long as the amaryllis bulb is dry and 
free of soft spots it should bloom just fine. Like oth-
er flowering bulbs, the amaryllis is a self-contained 
unit ready to do its thing!  

Just follow these simple planting instructions: fill 
the container with moistened growing medium to 
about one-half to two-thirds full. Position the bulb 
on top and add the rest of the potting soil- the up-
per portion and the neck should rest just above the 
rim of the pot.    

The bulb may rot if  it stays too wet, so add water 
only when the soil dries out. Temperatures should 
be kept around 60 degrees.  

Once the sprouting occurs, fertilizer can be add-
ed, but the amaryllis will likely bloom well without 
it. Stake heavy flower stalks as they form to prevent 
them from snapping.  

Keep blooms looking their best for the greatest 
amount of time by pinching away anthers before 
they form pollen, and by housing the plant in a cool 
room of the house.  

Pet owners be forewarned, toxic alkaloids present 
in these tennis ball-sized bulbs can cause vomiting 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Christmas-time 
questions for the 
Garden Lady

See GARDEN  I   PAGE 5

Song sparrow

Send Us Your Photos!
quaboagcurrent@turley.com
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STURBRIDGE – The Federated 
Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale will 
hold its annual Holly Berry Fair on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in 
the church’s Fellowship Hall at 8 Ma-
ple St.

Holly Berry Fair co-chairs, Nancy 
Castendyk and Janet-Rae Sinanian 
say this year’s fair promises to deliver 
something for everyone on your holi-
day shopping list. 

“We’ve assembled quite an assort-
ment of really unique and interesting 
artists this year,” said Castendyk in a 
press release. “This popular fair will 
offer something for everyone, from 
hand-crafted pottery to folk art and 
hand-knitted items, and Koinonia, 
the Federated Church women’s group 
will also be offering a variety of baked 
goods and other items for sale.”

Featured local artisans include 
Collette Gage (Emma’s Acres Al-
paca products), Mary Bernstein (Big 
Bhang Tie-Dye Designs), Susan Free-
land (Birch Design Co.), Susan Bun-
deff (stained glass sun catchers), Leo 
Gregoire (beautiful woodwork fur-
nishings), Linda McGourty (Genie 
In A Bottle), Mary Shaw (holiday or-
naments), Colleen Maurais (Crochet 
Crafters), Dawna Savageau (Candle 
Wax Melts), Janet Rae-Sinanian (Iris 
folded designs), and Charles Battersby 
(leather wallets and belts).

The fair will also feature Bonnie 
Fancy (knits and crocheted items), Na-
tasha Lester (handmade jewelry), Dee 
Wilson (decorated glass centerpieces), 
Cheryll Desorcy (shutter snowmen), 
Roger Hall (woodcraft jewelry), Cath-
erine Rondeau (Christmas Bears), 
Dianne Bessette (watercolor cards), 
Barbara Karpowich (fabric snowmen), 

Cindy Parent (ceramics and orna-
ments), Sandra Bostrum (pocketbooks 
and purses), Kathy Krikorian (hand-
made wreaths) and Michelle Lowell 
(woodland decorations).

For additional information about 
the Holly Berry Fair or other upcom-
ing events, please visit the Church web-
site at sturfed.org, visit the Church’s 
Facebook page @FederatedChurch-
SturbridgeFiskdale, or contact the 
Church office by calling 774-304-1021 
or emailing churchoffice@sturfed.org.

The Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale joyfully celebrates 
Christ’s presence and God’s grace in 
our lives. Members of the community 
are welcome and invited to join in wor-
ship on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
Services are also live-streamed on the 
church’s Facebook page.

Some of the many handcrafted items to be offered 
at this year’s Holly Berry Fair on Saturday, Dec. 2. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Federated Church announces 
Holly Berry Fair vendors

STURBRIDGE – On Sunday, Dec. 
3, at 3 p.m., the Federated Church of 
Sturbridge and Fiskdale, in association 
with The American Baptist Churches 
of America and The American Baptist 
Churches of Massachusetts, will ordain 
David W. Cote to the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament. 

The public is welcome to attend.
The ordination will take place nearly 

three years to the day in 2020 when Cote 
first stepped into the Federated Church 
to serve as a pulpit supply minister. In 
April 2021, he was called to serve as 
their part-time pastor, and six months 
later, he was called as their full-time 
pastor and teacher. He will continue to 
serve as Pastor following his ordination.

Cote earned a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology at Worcester State College, 
and a Master of Divinity degree at 
Andover Newton Theological School. 
Before entering parish ministry, Cote 
served as a pastoral minister with a 
local outdoor church, with a recovery 
unit, and as director of the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network of Worcester.

The Federated Church of Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace in our lives. 
Members of the community are wel-

come to join in worship on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

For additional information, please 
visit the Church website at sturfed.org 
or contact the Church office by calling 
774-304-1021 or emailing churchof-
fice@sturfed.org.

David W. Cote will be ordained at the Federated 
Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale on Sunday, Dec. 3 
at 3 p.m. All are welcome to attend.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

Federated Church announces ordination 
service and celebration of David Cote

and diarrhea in animals who have con-
sumed them. Dogs, who are more likely 
to play with and chew objects this size, 
are at greater risk.  

Purdue University states that the 
stomach upset will likely cure itself  
within a few hours, but that special 
medical attention should be given to 
weak, old, or otherwise in-firmed dogs 
who have come in contact with amaryl-

lis bulbs.
Roberta McQuaid graduated from 

the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4
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Happy Holidays
from

Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency!

 

Attn: Bell & Hudson Customers

Closed December 25 and January 1

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency – TWO Locations!

19 N. Main Street 15 Central Street
Belchertown, MA 01007 West Brookfield, MA 01585
(413) 323-9611 (508) 867-4646

www . b e l l a n d h u d s o n . c om

Salmon Brook Dam Removal 
Public Informational Meeting 

MA Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (MassWildlife) 
is inviting the public to an informational meeting on 
December 5, 2023 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM  
at the Brookfield Town Hall at 6 Central Street in 
Brookfield, MA.  The purpose of this meeting is to 

discuss the proposed Salmon Brook Dam Removal 
project in the Quaboag Wildlife Management Area.    

The Project Team will be available to answer 
questions and to seek input on the project.  

Please contact Todd Olanyk todd.olanyk@mass.gov 
with questions or requests for accommodations.

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP
CHULETA KAN KAN ..............

USDA INSP. 

$119
lb

SALE DATES: 11/30/23-12/6/23

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH AMERICAN
LAMB LEG CHOPS ..............$599

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ....................
USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

PARTY CUT CHICKEN 5 LB BAG ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 16/20 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTION ....................

$145
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
GENOA SALAMI .................$599

lb $1599
BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or STEAKS

ea

FRESH BONE-IN
PORTERHOUSE or 
TBONE STEAKS

$899

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$345

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS .........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ..............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$777
lb

$444
lb

$799
lb

partment are thankful for the support they receive from the 
Board of Selectmen and the Finance Committee, as well as 
residents. 

North Brookfield Fire Department is getting ready for 
their annual turkey and lobster raffle, to be drawn on Sat-
urday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. at the North Brookfield Sportsman 
Club, 20 Boynton Road, North Brookfield. They will be 
raffling off 10 turkeys and five lobsters.

There will also be a giant lobster raffle, along with five 
pounds of Red King Crab legs. A Christmas basket raffle 
with a turkey and all of the fixings will also be offered. 

FIREMAN   I  FROM PAGE 1

Members of area fire departments including North Brookfield, West Brookfield, Spencer, Hardwick, Oakham, Leicester and even Maine, all 
attended the Fireman’s Ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Members of the West Brookfield Fire Departments and their guests enjoyed a moment at the Fireman’s Ball.
Ron Ryel, Lori Ryel, Sheila Orsi and Sue Lynch attended the Fireman’s Ball at 
Salem Cross Inn.

Natalia Bessette, Thomas Bessette, Joseph Bailing and Stephanie Wachewski 
enjoyed the 172nd annual Fireman’s Ball, hosted by the North Brookfield Fire 
Department.

“Al” Algoo, Devi Algoo, Mindy Tripp and John Tripp posed for a photo at 
the Fireman’s Ball.

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$54999$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$69999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$69999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Hisense................$279.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$229.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$379.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$329.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$649.99

(Regularly $799.99)
85” Samsung...............$899.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR! • SEE OUR FLYER AT WHITCOSALES.COM

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$24999

BLACK NOVEMBER
SNOWBLOWERSGIANT TOY DEPT!

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

SNOW IS COMING...
BE READY!

SAMSUNG
TOP FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

Still Going On!

BIKES HUGE
SELECTION!

CHRISTMAS SALE!
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 AM TO 7 PM

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
Board of Selectmen read through the 
articles on the warrant for the special 
town meeting, which will be held on 
Friday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Elementary School audito-
rium.

At the Nov. 21 meeting, Board of Se-
lectmen Chair Jason Petraitis said that 
each article is accompanied by an ex-
planation, which can be viewed prior to 
the special town meeting on the town’s 
website, northbrookfield.net.

Article 1 asks voters to transfer 
$30,895.94 from free cash to the Opioid 
Stabilization account.

Article 2 asks voters to transfer 
$300,000 from free cash to the group 
insurance.

Article 3 asks voters to transfer 
$216,654.06 from free cash to General 
Stabilization.

Article 4 asks voters to transfer 
$31.17 from Playground Supplies to 
Playground Prior Year Expense.

Article 5 asks voters to authorize the 
Board of Selectmen to petition the Gen-
eral Court to amend special legislation, 
an act relative to providing for recall 
elections in the town. 

Article 6 asks voters to amend by-
laws regarding the annual town election 
and annual town meeting. The amend-
ment states that “the annual town elec-
tion shall be held on the first Monday 
of May of each year. The polls shall be 
open at 7 o’clock in the morning and 
shall be closed at 8 o’clock in the eve-
ning for the purpose of election of town 
officers and for voting upon such other 
matters as may be voted on for the offi-
cial ballot. The annual town meeting for 
the consideration of all other business, 
shall be held on the second Friday of 
June at 7 o’clock in the evening.” 

The current bylaw states that the 
annual town meeting will be held “the 

following Friday” following the annual 
town election. 

Article 7 asks voters to transfer 
$7,183.65 from Water Retained Earn-
ings to Water Unpaid Bills.

Article 8 asks voters to rescind a pre-
vious town meeting vote that appropri-
ated $7,191,963.60 to North Brookfield 
Public Schools. 

Article 9 asks voters to transfer a 
sum of money from available funds to 
the Library Building Maintenance ac-
count to repair the HVAC system at the 
Haston Free Public Library

Article 10 asks voters to authorize 
and empower the Board of Selectmen 
to appoint a Town Administrator for a 
term of one or three years, and to re-
move him or her at the Board’s discre-
tion.

Article 11 asks voters to transfer 
$1,827 from the Fire Department Week-
end Salary account to the Fire Depart-
ment Vehicle Repair account.

Monthly fire report
Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair John 

Tripp read Fire Chief Joseph Holway’s 
fire report for the month of October, 
which included responding to four med-
ical assists, three motor vehicle acci-
dents with injuries, one attempted burn-
ing/illegal action, one water problem/
other, one public service/assistance, four 
smoke detection activations (malfunc-
tion), one smoke detector activation (no 
fire/unintentional) and one CO detector 
activation (no CO). 

In his report, Holway said the Fire 
Department had a busy month with 
calls, as well as hosting a cancer aware-
ness program and the Volunteer Fire 
Assistance Grant Award Program. 

Holway said the VFA Grant Award 
Program was attended by fire chiefs 
from the area, state representatives, the 
commissioner of the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, depart-
ment heads and other dignitaries.

Holway said he is working on two 
grants to purchase equipment for the 
department, and he continues to search 

for grants to apply toward the rebuild-
ing of the Fire Station and Highway 
buildings. He has collected many do-
nations toward the project, including 
kitchen cabinets, a stove, microwave and 
office desks.

He said American Rescue Plan Act 
funds were used to purchase two sets of 
turnout gear.

Firefighters are also holding fund-
raisers for the Firemen’s Relief Associ-
ation.

“These funds are used for support 
of sick or injured firefighters,” Holway 
stated in the report. 

To donate, people can contact Dep-
uty Chief Darin Anderson by calling 
508-762-6122.

Holway said a turkey and lobster raf-
fle will be held on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7 
p.m. at the North Brookfield Sportsman 
Club, 20 Boynton Road. Free hotdogs 
and chili will be served. 

Town-owned vehicles
Tripp read a memo from the Board 

of Selectmen and Finance Committee, 
requesting that all departments with 
town-owned vehicles list each one, its 
condition and what it is used for.

The memo states, “due to the current 
budget, we are looking at all possible 
ways to save money and are asking that 
departments please provide justification 
for each town-owned vehicle in your de-
partment.”

Bid for tree work
The Board reviewed and approved a 

bid for townwide tree work. The bid in-
cludes tree work, a chipper, a minimum 
of two workers, bucket truck or similar 
and is based off a daily rate based on 
eight hours. 

The tree work and location will be 
determined by the Highway Superinten-
dent. Sealed bids will be opened by the 
Board at a date to be determined. 

Selectmen review articles for STM on Dec. 8

WEST BROOKFIELD – All are 
welcome to join the town on Sunday, 
Dec. 3 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. for the 31st 
Annual White Christmas celebration. 

There will be fun for folks of all 
ages going on throughout the day. 
Kick-off of the holiday season by 
touring the historic town, strolling 
the downtown district, exploring lo-
cal businesses and open houses, dec-
orating gingerbread houses in the 
Great Hall, meeting Santa for a quick 
picture, as well dropping off those let-
ters headed directly to the North Pole. 

There will be horse drawn carriage 
rides throughout the day as well as 
shopping with dozens of vendors set 
up throughout town. A puppet show, 
an elf  hunt and ice carvings are sure 
to keep everyone’s spirits high. 

There will be plenty for the entire 
family to come and enjoy. If you are 
lucky, you may just see Father Christ-
mas strolling the streets and greeting 

visitors in town. 
Stick around to close the day with 

West Brookfield’s annual tradition 
of gathering around the largest ever-
green in town (located on the town 
common) while it illuminates for the 
first time this holiday season. 

West Brookfield’s White Christmas 
Committee 2023 is excited to be able 
to share this fun-filled day with both 
residents and non-residents alike. 
This is a free event brought to you 
courtesy of local businesses and town 
supporters. 

Maps of town open houses and 
vendors can be picked up in various 
local business, by accessing the 31st 
Annual White Christmas in West 
Brookfield Facebook page or by 
emailing whitechristmaswb@gmail.
com.

Parking is available free through-
out town.

White Christmas returns on Sunday, Dec. 3

BROOKFIELD – Brookfield’s 2023 Project 351 
ambassador Edie Simpson is working with the Brook-
field Food Pantry to organize a food drive to help 
those facing food insecurity in the community.

The food drive will take place at the Brookfield Trans-
fer Station from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 2. If  
you cannot make that date or are not a member of the 
transfer station, donations are accepted at the Merrick 
Public Library during their regular hours all year round. 

They are looking for soups, baking mixes, baked 
beans, condiments, Chef Boyardee products, paper 
goods (excluding toilet paper), cereal, non-perishable 
snacks, coffee, hot chocolate mixes, canned vegetables, 
salad dressings, puddings and jellos, and jams and jel-
lies. All donations will go directly to the Brookfield 
Food Pantry. 

Project 351 is an organization that works to build a 
better community through youth-led service. 

Project 351 food drive is Dec. 2
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Friday, December 1st ~ 7pm-10pm

Moonlight Saints

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 9th

7pm-11pm

Alley Kings

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

   HAPPY APPLE ®

We Are Open Year Round! 9-5 In North Brookfield

Brookfield Orchards
Follow signs from Rts 9, 31, 67 or 148

Order Your Holiday 
Pies and Treats

508.867.6858 • 877.622.7555
www.browsethebrookfields.com • www.brookfieldorchards.com

Snack Bar!!  Hot Apple Dumplings with Ice Cream
Cheese & Cider

Apple Gift Baskets
Made to order

Cheese, jelly, maple, relish, etc. 
can be added. Must be picked up.

Apple Dumplings • Cakes
 Apple Crisp • Cider Donuts

Fudge

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, 108 New Braintree Road (Route 
67) is presenting its Nativities Around 
the World program for its 13th year.  

This year, the Nativities Around the 
World program will be displayed on 
Thursday, Nov. 30 from 4-8 p.m.; Fri-
day, Dec. 1 from 4-7 p.m.; and Saturday, 
Dec. 2 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

 There will be over 400 nativities dis-
played this year and all will be in set-

tings of various Christmas themes.  In 
addition to the nativities, there will be a 
Sing-Along to help boost the Christmas 
spirit even more on Friday, Dec. 1 start-
ing at 7 p.m. and followed by a yummy 
dessert bar accompanied with a warm 
and welcoming spirit.

There is never a charge of any kind, 
nor any donation solicitation, for any 
event at the Church, including the Na-
tivities display and the Sing Along and 
dessert bar.  All are warmly welcomed. 

- community -

‘Nativities Around the World’ 
displayed through Dec. 2

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – The youth 
candlepin bowlers of Bogey Lanes re-
turned from the 2023 Youth Interna-
tional Candlepin Championships.

The nine bowlers representing the 
lanes had a lot of fun and were part 
of a big competition that featured over 
90 bowlers from Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Maine, and Canada. The 
tournament took place at Bowl-O-Ra-
ma Family Fun Center in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire and was a fantastic 
host to the youth of candlepin bowling. 

The youth bowlers representing Bo-
gey Lanes were Regan Murphy, Austin 
Akley, Avery Kolb, Grace Kolb, Cadie 
Miner, Dakotah Majka, Emily Black, 
Sam Ruggles and Wyatt Decelle. 

Many of the youth bowlers at Bogey 
Lanes experienced their first-time bowl-
ing in the Youth International tourna-
ment. 

Cadie Miner was in her first interna-
tional tournament and 10-year-old Aus-
tin Akley was in his first international 
bowling tournament. Some of the youth 
bowlers were repeating visitors to the 
youth internationals and many achieved 
great success this year.

Thirteen-year-old Grace Kolb fin-
ished in second place in her division for 
all events (singles, doubles, teams, etc.) 

and bowled her personal best high sin-
gle game of 130. 

Kolb won in girls division III dou-
bles with Emily Black. Scoring 507 for 
five games with her 130 game and a 110 
game in the fifth. 

Austin Akley partnered up with 
9-year-old Regan Murphy and they 
were victorious in boys division I dou-
bles. Akley, during his first year in the 
international tournament scored 100 
in one of his games while bowling with 
Murphy in the doubles tournament. 

Murphy enjoyed his third year bowl-
ing the internationals and enjoyed wit-
nessing a lot of new bowlers who par-
ticipated. He was also thrilled to see his 
friend Akley compete in his first inter-
national tournament. 

In addition to the kids having a great 
time during the tournament, Bogey 
Lanes’ youth coaches had a great expe-
rience. 

Sophia Hearnlaye is an international 
youth champion and is one of the youth 
league coaches at Bogey Lanes. This 
was Hearnlaye’s first year coaching the 
youth internationals and coached with 
former youth champion and bogey lane 
bowler, Trevor Kennison.

For Hearnlaye, coaching is a thrill-
ing experience and being with the kids 
during the tournament was nothing but 
fun.

“I love cheering the kids on,” said 
Hearnlaye. “We’re close like family and 

The youth bowlers of Bogey Lanes are shown alongside coaches Sophia Hearnlaye and Trevor Kennison.  
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bogey’s bowling family

Youth bowlers have successful at International Championships

I still love going up with the kids even 
though I’m not bowling.” 

Hearnlaye currently bowls in an 
adult mixed league at Bogey Lanes and 

has every intention to continue bowling 
and coaching the youth bowlers. Hearn-
laye will be coaching state tournaments 
in the spring of 2024. 

WEST BROOKFIELD – The Mer-
riam-Gilbert Public Library is pleased 
to welcome the return of “Sheryl Faye 
Presents” with her portrayal of Queen 
Elizabeth II - “Her Majesty.”

This program will take place on 

Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 4 p.m. in the Great 
Hall of West Brookfield Town Hall, and 
is made possible through the generosity 
of Art and Elizabeth Jay. 

Please call or stop by the Library to 
sign up or call 508-867-1410.

Sheryl Faye Presents ‘Her Majesty’ in Great Hall
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Explore the

of North Central Massachusetts

It’s amazing what hidden treasures 
are just outside our back doors

17th Annual

Month Long
Nov. 10th -

Dec. 10th, 2023

www.countryroadschristmas.com

Country Roads
   Christmas Tour

Check individual 
store for hours

English that he knows of, and it has 
quickly become a favorite of the chorus 
members.

“These pieces are going to stick 
around for a long time,” he said.

This group of pieces was first re-
corded by the community chorus En-
semble Choral du Bout du Monde 
(Choral Ensemble from the Edge of the 
Earth) partly in a studio and partly in 
the Abbaye (Abbey) Saint-Guénolé de 
Landévennec in far western Brittany, 
France, in 1997.  They were released on 
the CD “Noëls Celtiques” (Green Lin-
net Records) in 1998 and the disc has 
since won several awards.

Wings of Song, formerly the Quine-
baug Valley Singers, will be perform-
ing “Celtic Noëls” for the fourth time, 
having first performed it alongside the 
Band of Voice, a Barre-based chorus in 
2004 and 2008 and with the Quaboag 
Choral Society in 2015.

There are nine pieces featured in 
“Celtic Noëls”, with the first part of the 
program having music from the rest of 
France and the second part from Brit-
tany.

“Celtic Noëls” is comprised of 
both newly composed music and older 
hymns, Cooke said.

“It’s got a primeval, primitive feel. 
One of those great classic sounds,” he 
said, complete with drum, flute, gong 
and organ. “My version is a lot fiercer 
and louder than the original…but some 
of the pieces in this set are beautifully 
gentle. There’s quite a range.”

The “Celtic Noëls” are not only a 
celebration of Christmas from a Chris-
tian perspective; they are an affirmation 
of Brittany’s own culture, and of Celtic 
culture in general.  The particular flavor 
of Celtic music comes across strongly 
here: sometimes a little wild, often with 
a feeling of closeness to large, untam-
able, natural forces.  

“The far western margin of Europe is 
largely Celtic,” Cooke said. “It’s shared 
by quite a wide north-south range.”

Cooke said there is kind of a wild na-
ture to Celtic music and in the opening 
piece, when the recorder first comes in, 
it’s like a bird call.

“It’s elemental and it’s outdoors…
some of it is in the cathedral and very 
human and devotional. It’s both. That 
gives it that richness,” Cooke said. 

“Celtic Noëls” has also inspired 
Cooke and others to become more in-
volved with the Breton culture.

“The Bretons are very, very proud of 
their country,” he said, and deeply con-
nected to their language.

In recognition of Brittany’s own lan-
guage, which is much closer to other 
Celtic tongues such as Welsh than it is 
to French, and which is also a badge of 
cultural identity for the Breton people, 
the chorus will sing verses of several 
songs in Breton.  

Performances of “Celtic Noëls” will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Joachim Chapel, part of St. Anne/
St. Patrick Parish, 16 Church St., Fisk-
dale and on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 18 
East Main St., Webster. Both venues are 
handicapped accessible.

Wings of Song concerts are always 
free, with a freewill offering collected at 
intermission.  Complimentary refresh-
ments are served in a jolly social hour 
after each performance.  

About Wings of Song
For more information about Wings 

of Song or the “Celtic Noëls” concerts, 
email Cooke at nymcooke@gmail.com, 
or President Carol Curtin at carolcur-
tin77@gmail.com. People may also visit 
www.wingsofsong.org.

The chorus’s spring 2024 concerts 
will feature music of the ocean, in a pro-
gram titled “Rough Seas, Safe Harbor.”

CHORUS   I  FROM PAGE 1

Wings of Song Music Director Nym Cooke leads the 40-member community chorus at a rehearsal for “Celtic 
Noëls”. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Brooks Milgate accompanies the chorus on the organ.

Guitar and recorder are just some of the instruments that accompany the chorus.

“Celtic Noëls”, will be performed at two concerts, one on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Joachim Chapel, 
part of St. Anne/St. Patrick Parish, 16 Church St., Fiskdale and on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church, 18 East Main St., Webster.

“Celtic Noëls” features a variety of instruments, including a drum and 
a gong.
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the culture of family in that program.”
Morgan remembered the junior varsity 

team’s first home game against Easthampton.
“When we got here, we saw varsity…led by 

Shane,” Morgan said, acknowledging the sup-
port Douglas always showed to the football 
program. 

Douglas’ family unveiled a six-foot-tall 
stone memorial near the entrance of the foot-
ball field, bearing a photo of him in his uni-
form and an inspiring message to all who stop 
to read it.

“We’re a family, a football family and that’s 
the way it will be. The memorial will be part 
of our family as well,” Morgan said. 

Players will high-five the memorial as they 
pass by, on their way to face off against their 
rivals on the field. 

Superintendent Stephen Duff said he had 
the privilege of knowing Douglas from his 
time in elementary school, all the way past his 
high school graduation. He remembered the 
character Douglas embodied.

“About three weeks before Shane’s trag-
ic loss, I saw him at Charlie’s in Spencer. He 
said, ‘Hey Mr. Duff, it’s good to see you,’” 
Duff said. “It’s that kind of kid that leaves a 
lasting impression.”

Duff said he always tells students to make 
every day the best day they can, because they 
will never get it back.

“We ought to be thankful for the time we 
had with Shane,” Duff said. 

Varsity Football Coach David Shepherd 
said Douglas was an “amazing kid” both on 
and off the field and that he was truly hon-
ored to coach him for six seasons. 

“He will always be part of the Quaboag 
family,” Shepherd said. 

Ware’s Varsity Football Coach Michael 
Fazio presented Douglas’ family with their 
team jersey, marked with his number.

“On behalf of our football team, we’d like 
you to have a special number 21 jersey from 
us,” Fazio said.

Douglas’ family has established a scholar-
ship in his name, and they were able to award 
three recipients last year, helping them to off-
set their schooling and future plans.

All proceeds from the Thanksgiving eve 
game went to the memorial fund. 

MEMORIAL   I  FROM PAGE 1

The family of Shane Douglas stands on the field before Quaboag Regional High School faced Ware High School in a Thanksgiving eve football game. Prior to 
the game, a memorial in Douglas’ honor was unveiled at the entrance of the field. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DERICK VELIZ

Varsity Football Coach David Shepherd thanked the Douglas family, saying he was “truly honored” to coach Shane.

Quaboag football players remember Shane Douglas before their game. Shane Douglas’ parents and brothers prepared to place flowers on the memorial.

Quaboag’s football team and coaches shared memories of Shane Doug-
las.

Ware football players stand in support of the Douglas family.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN—While Ware 
has won the previous seven 
meetings on the gridiron with 
archrival Palmer, none of the 
current Indians football play-
ers had defeated rival Quaboag 
prior to this year’s contest.     

With the Thanksgiving Eve 
game tied early in the fourth 
quarter, Ware senior fullback 
Kyle Safford scored the go-
ahead touchdown, and the 
Indians celebrated a 20-14 vic-
tory before a large crowd on 
a damp night at the Quaboag 
Regional.    

“We haven’t won against 
Quaboag since I’ve been a 
member of the football team, 
so winning tonight’s game just 

Indians bust Turkey Day streak with win over Cougars

Quarterback Jacob Cacace makes a screen pass to the right side. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLISee INDIANS   I   PAGE 13

BARRE – Last Wednesday 
night, Quabbin Regional High 
School football fell in their 
Thanksgiving Eve matchup 
with rival Gardner 31-16. With 
the defeat, Quabbin finishes the 
season 5-6. The Panthers, un-
fortunately, trailed throughout 
the game, falling behind 23-0 
before Adam Adams finished 
off a drive a five-yard run for 
a touchdown. The Panthers 
made it eight points with a pass 

to Jake Leazott for the conver-
sion. Luke Salvadore would 
score Quabbin’s other touch-
down with a five-yard run. Jax-
on Kelley had the conversion 
on that score. Adams went 
6-for-11 passing for 91 yards. 
Salvadore ran for 76 yards on 
16 carries while Chase Talbot 
had 38 yards on the ground. 
Wes Sanderson had two catch-
es for 31 yards for the Panthers.

Panthers fall in 
holiday matchup

Chase Talbot snatches a pass. TURLEY PHOTO BY RAY DUFFY

See PANTHERS   I   PAGE 12

BELCHERTOWN – 
Last Thursday morning, 
Belchertown scored early 
and often, and used turn-
overs to score even more 
points in a 61-14 rout of 
Pathfinder on Thanksgiv-
ing morning. The Orioles 
led 32-0 late in the second 
quarter after taking advan-
tage of an onside kick and 
a fumble for a turnover. 
Belchertown finished the 
season 8-3 while Pathfinder 
finishes 4-7.

 Orioles blow out Pioneers on Turkey Day

The Pathfinder defense stops a Belchertown rusher. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Dustyn Cook fields a kickoff for 
the Pioneers.

Nicholas Pfister attempts to stiff-arm a Belchertown defender. Nicholas Pfister looks to make a handoff.

Branden Hnitecki goes for a tackle.
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Luke Salvadore works his way around Gardner defenders. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY Offensive MVP Luke Salvadore and Defensive MVP Jaxon Kelley with the team behind them.

Jaxon Kelley scores the two-point conversion on a center sneak.Luke Salvadore flies over the goal line to score for Quabbin.

PANTHERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Girls soccer concludes against Quaboag

WARREN – Although it did not 
result in a playoff appearance, the 
Quabbin Regional High School girls 
soccer team did finish its season on a 
high note. After going winless in 13 
games, including four ties, the Pan-
thers finished the season with four 
straight wins, including their final 
game, a 2-1 win at Quaboag Region-
al. The Panthers finished the 2023 
fall season 4-9-4.

Quabbin makes an attack up the middle of the field. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI The Quabbin girls soccer team played their final game of the season against Quaboag.

Amy Stauder makes a pass near the middle of the field. Ailey Majoy heads up the field. Sydney Gagne looks to overcome an opponent.
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feels amazing,” said Safford, who was 
selected as the Indians M.V.P. follow-
ing the game. “It feels very nice to bring 
home the trophy for the first time. We 
also finished the season with a 10-1 re-
cord, which is our best record in a while.   

The last time that Ware won at least 
ten games was in 2017. It was also their 
first win against Quaboag since an 8-0 
victory in 2019. 

The Cougars (6-5) squeaked out a 
26-21 victory at Veteran’s Field a year 
ago. They also posted a 22-7 home win 
in 2021.

The Indians hold a slim 8-6 lead in 
the Thanksgiving series, which began in 
2009. 

The other seniors listed on the 2023 
Ware football roster are Talan Molina, 
Noah Fales, Dominic Guardino, Ayden 
Young, Kyle Gordon, and Jacob Witt. 

“Our football team is very special 
and we’re like one big family,” Safford 
said. “Everyone supports each other 
and we’re going to be lifelong friends.”  

During an emotional pregame cer-
emony, the Shane Michael Douglas 
Memorial Monument, which is located 
near the concession stand, was unveiled. 

Douglas, who graduated from 
Quaboag Regional in 2021, died on 
June 26, 2022. During his high school 
football career, Douglas wore #21. That 
number has been retired by the Quabo-
ag varsity football team, the Cougars 
j.v. team, and at the youth level.   

“Shane passed away way too soon,” 
said Quaboag head coach Dave Shep-
herd. “The pregame ceremony was a 
nice way of honoring him. It was also 
nice to see the members of the commu-
nity supporting his family.”     

Molina, Fales, Young, Gordon, and 
Safford, who are the Indians captains, 
presented the Douglas family with an 
Indians home #21 jersey.   

“Obviously, we wanted to win to-
night’s game, but we also wanted to 
honor Shane and his family,” Safford 
said. “Even though we really didn’t 
know him very well, it was an emotional 
ceremony.”  

Two of Shane’s younger brothers 
were members of this year’s Quaboag 
football team. Bryce was a senior cap-
tain, and Riley is a freshman. His other 
brother, Davin, played football for the 
Warren/West Brookfield youth team 
this fall.     

“I’m best friends with Bryce,” said 
Quaboag junior Brason Sauriol, who 
was selected as the Cougars M.V.P. “We 
really wanted to win tonight’s game for 
him and the other seniors on the foot-
ball team.”  

Bryce Douglas, along with his class-
mates-Chucky Smith, Jaden Ositguy, 
Aidan Pontbriand, and Tyler With-
ers-- were honored in another ceremony 
held before the start of last Wednesday 

night’s game.
“All five of our seniors are very hard 

workers,” Shepherd said. “Tyler With-
ers is a heck of an athlete, and he led us 
offensively. Bryce is also a great athlete, 
and he led us defensively.” 

The Ware defense helped set-up their 
first two touchdowns.     

A little more than a minute into the 
first quarter, Ware junior Ben Torres in-
tercepted a pass, which gave the Indians 
offense the ball for the first time at the 
Cougars 26. 

Molina rushed for a total of 18 yards 
on the first three plays before sopho-
more Jadrien Berthiaume capped off  
the quick scoring drive with an eight 
yard TD run.

Berthiaume, who scored three rush-
ing touchdowns in the Indians 49-7 
home victory against Palmer also scored 
on the two-point conversion play.

Both teams exchanged turnovers on 
back-to-back plays at the end of the 
first quarter.

After junior Cam Evans recovered a 
fumble for the home team, another fum-
ble recovered by Gordon gave the ball 
back to the Indians offense at midfield.

Molina, who played with an acl inju-
ry this fall, scored the final touchdown 
of his varsity football career on a two 
yard scamper into the endzone with 
11:08 left in the second quarter.

The extra point attempt sailed wide 
right. 

After Quaboag was forced to punt, 
Evans recovered his second fumble. It 
led to a seven yard touchdown run by 
Sauriol with 5:26 remaining in the first 
half.

Withers made the extra point.  
The home team scored their second 

touchdown with 1:25 left in the third 
quarter when sophomore quarterback 
Jacob Cacace completed an eight yard 
pass to junior Jack Morgan. 

The PAT by Withers tied the score at 
14-14.

The Indians responded with an eight 
play scoring drive.

With 8:23 left in regulation, Safford 
took a hand off from junior quarter-
back Brady Dyer and found a hole in 
the line before sprinting 43 yards up the 
middle into the endzone.

“Kyle is a stud,” said Ware head 
coach Mike Fazio. “He’s one of the best 
leaders that I’ve coached, and he’s done 
a great job for our football program. I 
just loved coaching all the players on 
this year’s football team. They’ve done 
everything we asked them to do and 
that’s why we’ve been so successful.”

The Cougars had one final chance 
to tie the game again, but they failed to 
convert on a fourth down play. The In-
dians offense was able to keep the ball 
for the final five minutes and their losing 
streak against Quaboag came to an end.

INDIANS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Quarterback Jacob Cacace holds onto the ball after not being able to find an open receiver. TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Tyler Withers tries to fight through a Ware tackler.

The offensive line does their blocking on a play.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The second round of the 
2023-2024 league season began for the 
Commercial Elks at Diamond Junction. 

As of Nov. 14, Compression is the 
first-round winner and is still the #1 
seed with the best season record of 27-
13. By winning the first round, Com-
pression receives a playoff spot at the 
end of the season. 

With two rounds left, six other teams 
are seeking to join Compression in the 

playoffs. 
In one match, Team BK bowled 

against the Champs R Here. In game 
one, BK was victorious over the Champs 
by a score of 402-392. Mark Fitzpatrick 
of BK was the anchor of the team fin-
ishing up with a 118 game. John Colkos 
of the Champs started off the night 
with a 113. 

In game two, BK won again by a 
score of 382-366. Paul Nothe of BK 
lead the team by scoring 104. 

In game three, the Champs R Here 
turned it around with a dominant finish. 
The father and son duo of Taylor and 
John Colkos pulled for the team with 
Taylor finishing with a 124, 32 pins over 

his current league average (92). 
John Colkos finished strong by scor-

ing 116 and had a three-game series of 
326. 

The team’s scores for game three was 
Champs R Here at 415, BK with 382. 
The Champs R Here won total pinfall 
by a final score of 1173-1166. 

Another match during league night 
was Compression bowling against the 
Blue B’s. In game one, Compression 
started off with a win by a score of 359-
355. In game two, Compression won 
again by a score of 398-385. 

In game three, Blue B’s won the last 
game of the night by a score of 404-375. 

Blue B’s managed to take total pin-

fall over Compression by a final score 
of 1144-1132. Each team started off the 
new round with two points each. 

Acres bowled against Last in Line to 
start off round two. Acres finished off  
the first round in second place and was 
just one point behind Compression. 

In game one, Acres defeated Last in 
Line by a score of 384-351. In game two, 
Last in Line bounced back by taking the 
second game 407-367. Jermey Laduke 
of Last in Line came out firing with a 
double strike in his 116 second game. 

In game three, Last in Line won over 
Acres by a score of 375-336. Last in 
Line took total pinfall by a final score 
of 1133-1087.  

Candlepin League News

AMHERST – The Pioneer Val-
ley Tip-Off is a student-run high 
school basketball showcase featur-
ing some of the best talent in Cen-
tral and Western Massachusetts. 
The PVTO was started in 2011 by 
Scott Moses and Pat Salle, both 
students at the University of Mas-
sachusetts-Amherst and it contin-
ues to be entirely student-run by the 
McCormack Student Leaders Club 
today. The PVTO is held each De-

cember on the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst campus, where 
we strive to create a professional 
environment for fans and players 
alike. This year’s event will be held 
on Dec. 9 and 10 and will feature 
teams from throughout the region. 
A schedule is online at www.pio-
neervalleytip-off.com. All games 
will be held at the Mullins Center 
on the UMass-Amherst campus.

UMass hosting Pioneer Valley Tip-Off
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

Join Us For Our Christmas Fair
Sunday, December 10th, 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Free Photos with Santa On The Train
Hayrides, Cookie Decorating 

and Craft Fair

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – It’s been 25 years since 21-year-
old college student Matthew Shepard was brutally 
murdered in one of the most shocking anti-gay hate 
crimes, just outside of Laramie, Wyoming.

In recognition of this significant anniversary, Eagle 
Hill School has joined together with Quabbin Regional 
High School to present the moving stage performance 
of “The Laramie Project”, and to continue to bring 
awareness to issues of equality, especially for members 
of the LGBTQIA+ community. 

This is also the 10 year anniversary of Eagle Hill 
School’s first performance of “The Laramie Project,” 
Director and teacher William C. Gelinas said.

Even though Shepard’s murder occurred long be-
fore any of his students were born, Gelinas said bigot-
ry and hate are still prevalent today. 

“I think its unfortunate, but it’s relatable to these 
students,” he said of the “The Laramie Project”.

“The ease in which hate language is utilized by 
high school-aged students is a problem,” Gelinas said. 
“That language, I do believe, was the basis for this 
crime. How it was just accepted, I think, made it easier 
for the two young men to target Matthew and carry 
out their hate crime.”

Growing up in Barre but going to school out of 
town, Gelinas remembered how accepted and wel-
comed he felt when he was able to join Quabbin Re-
gional High School students in their production of 
“Fiddler on the Roof” in which he played Tevye. 

“I’ll never forget that,” Gelinas said. “It was a great 
experience.”

Gelinas has always wanted to bring that same part-
nership between the regional school and Eagle Hill 
School. 

“It’s a great opportunity for both high schools to 
work with each other and collaborate,” Gelinas said. 
“They can learn from each other.”

Joining the cast from Quabbin Regional High 
School, is Oakham sophomore Aidan Mahoney in 
one of his first big theatrical roles.

Mahoney had his first “real” experience in theater 
when he played Prince Charming in Oakham Center 
School’s production of “Cinderella”. He’s also per-
formed in “The Wizard of Oz” at Quabbin, and most 
recently in the school’s musical, “Matilda”. 

It was during tech week for “Matilda” that Ma-
honey learned about Eagle Hill School’s production of 
“The Laramie Project” when Gelinas joined Quabbin 
teacher Julia Tuttle in asking if  any of the students 
wanted to work together. 

“I thought to myself, ‘this is huge,’” Mahoney said, 
and he introduced himself to Gelinas, and asked to 
join the cast of “The Laramie Project”. 

“I introduced myself and shook his hand very firm-
ly,” Mahoney said. “We talked for a few minutes about 
it and I’m here now.”

Mahoney is playing Philip Dubois, Moisés 
Kaufman, Jon Peacock, Phil Labrie, Murdock Cooper 
and Harry Woods.

Mahoney said he supports the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity and is an advocate for equality.

“Knowing the story behind Matthew Shepard and 
‘The Laramie Project’, it was a crime against gays,” 
Mahoney said. “There’s a lot of people that support 

and other people don’t and give people who aren’t 
straight a hard time.”

Mahoney said he feels like since Shepard’s death, 
some things have gotten better in terms of acceptance, 
but there is still a lot of work that needs to be done.

“There are still people that retaliate against other 
people; their thoughts, their opinions,” he said.

Eagle Hill School junior Joachim Tucker is in his 
first year at the school, hailing from California, and he 
is no stranger to the stage.

Landing a role in “The King and I” at just 7 years 
old, Tucker has acted in at least two plays a year from 
that point on.

Tucker plays three characters in “The Laramie 
Project”, that of Doug Laws, Andy Paris and Jedadi-
ah Schultz. 

Tucker said he saw “The Laramie Project” for this 
first time this year and that it was “very, very intense.” 

“Lately in history, LGBTQIA+ and trans youth 
have been having their rights taken away at an alarm-
ing rate. People don’t realize,” Tucker said. “This [the 
play] brings attention.”

He said he hopes this performance will also help 
bring change.

Gelinas said the actors will perform “The Laramie 
Project” as it’s written, and that audiences should ex-
pect strong language and mature content. 

“The Laramie Project” will be performed at The 
Center at Eagle Hill, 242 Old Petersham Road, on Fri-
day, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $10 each.

For more information or to order tickets, visit 
thecenterateaglehill.org or call the Box Office at 413-
477-6746, Monday through Friday from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.

High school students present “The Laramie Project”

Aidan Mahoney, a sophomore at Quabbin Regional High School, re-
hearses for his roles in “The Laramie Project”, to be performed at The 
Center at Eagle Hill, Dec. 8-10. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Joachim Tucker, a junior at Eagle Hill School, reads through the script 
during a recent rehearsal. 

Director and Eagle Hill School teacher William Gelinas provides feed-
back to actors in “The Laramie Project”.
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www.pvpa.org/admissions

PVPA 
Open 
House

Weds 4:00-6:00
Jan 11 & Feb 8

 

Sat 10:00-12:00
Jan 28

 

Thurs 6:00-7:30
Virtual Jan 19

Apply Now!
Grades 7-112023/24 school year

FREE 
ARTS Focused
COLLEGE Prep

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley
413-552-1580

REGISTER FOR OPEN HOUSE  APPLY  - LEARN MORE

Come and see what’s new at St. Joan of Arc School in Chicopee!  Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA students are enjoying updated gym equipment and a new rubber mulch play yard. Thanks to donations received from the American Legion Post 452, parents and the SJA PTO, Mr. Moore was able to fulfill his wish list.  The students are de-lighted with the new 12” and 16” scooters, hula hoops, jump ropes, sports balls, junior street hockey sticks, and soccer nets. 
Also in November, an underused outdoor area was transformed into a new rubber mulch play yard.  The 

project was funded by gifts from the school’s 2021 Annual Campaign.  It was a labor of love to provide the children this additional outdoor classroom space. Not only is SJA Principal William McDonald grateful for the financial support, but he is appreciative of the time, talents and generosity of Nawrocki Construc-tion, Marion Excavating and the team of volunteers. The school will be holding an Open House on Sat-urday, January 28th from 9 am–12 pm (no appoint-ment needed).  Appointment only tours for families will be held on Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd from 3 pm–7 pm.  Please call Chris or 

Janine in the Business Office @ 536-6038 for registra-tion information or to make an appointment.  St. Joan of Arc is a welcoming, safe & secure school community providing social, physical, spiritual & in-tellectual wellness for students in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that include affordable tuition and extended care, free breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, technology, music, library, and Duolingo language classes. Easy access to I391 & I90.  Financial Aid and tuition assistance is available.  To learn more visit www.sjachicopee.org.  We look forward to meeting you!

Learning rooted in Christian Values

S C H O L A R S H I P  &  O P E N  H O U S E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!www.MacDu�e.org

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDu�e School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDu�e.org or contact the 

Admissions O�ce at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 
66 School Street 

Granby, Massachusetts
For Boys & Girls 

in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

OPEN HOUSESJan. 14th   9:30-12:30 pmApril 8th   9:30-12:30 pm 

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Originating in 2022, �e MacDu�e School Local Town Scholarship
 is open to new students from the immediate area of Granby, Massachusetts. �e winner 
of this prestigious award receives a full scholarship to attend �e MacDu�e School. 
Runner-up applicants are eligible to receive partial scholarships and Financial Aid.
ALL NEW 2 scholarships in total to students who apply from these area towns. 
Eligible Towns: Granby, South Hadley, Belchertown, Spring�eld, Hadley, Amherst,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Ludlow, West�eld, Southwick, West Spring�eldAPPLY TODAY!For more information and details how to apply email admissions@macdu�e.org.

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

is offering a great resource 
for the communities it serves 
by showcasing the  career & 
education opportunities
available locally.

This special section is circulated into all 12 of our papers,
those papers include. The Sentinel, The Chicopee Register,
The Sun, The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times,  
Agawam Advertiser, Country Journal, Town Reminder, 

Quaboag Current, Journal Register,
Ware River News and Barre Gazette.

The 2023 Career & Education edition publishes
the week of January 10th-12th

Space reservation deadline is January 3rd.  PRICES AND SPECS:
All ads are black and white. 

1/8 page (4 3/4” across x 4” down) $295 total

1/4 page (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 8” down) or (horizontal 9 3/4” across x 4” down) $595 total

1/2 page (horizontal- 9 3/4” across x 8” down) or (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 16” down) $975 total 

Full page (9 3/4” across x 16” down) $1,800 total 

Great opportunity 

to advertise job 

openings you have 

available!
Career
Educationan
d

HCS Head Start offers classes for children from birth to 5 
years old, plus programs & support for the whole family.

•	 6-hour classes at no cost for eligible families
•	 Subsidized full-day classes
•	 Nutritious meals & snacks, plus mental wellness, 

physical and dental screenings
•	 Ages: Prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•	 Early Head Start home-based program
•	 Services for children with disabilities
•	 Some transportation is available

CALL (413)417-7779 or visit us at hcsheadstart.org

A little 
HEAD  
START 
will last a  
lifetime.
Studies show that children who attend Head Start 
are more likely to graduate from high school and 
to attend college.

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch ~
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Phys. Ed ~ Music ~

Library ~ Duolingo ~ Welcoming , Safe & Secure School
Community ~ Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness ~

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
PRE-K TO GRADE 8

587 Grattan Street, Chicopee
533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28th 9am-12 noon

No Appointment Needed

Tuesday, January 31st & Thursday, February 2nd 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

A new year is upon us and as 
we declare resolutions, a new job 
might be in order. The first 5 years 
of a child’s life are so important and 
since 1965, HCS Head Start has 
helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. 
We know that it takes a big heart 
to help shape growing minds and 
if you want to work with infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers in your 
community, Head Start might be 
the place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers 
both families and their children, 
birth to five, an extraordinary 
school readiness experience.  Ed-
ucators who decide to teach in a 
comprehensive early learning set-
ting have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other specialty 
areas like health, nutrition, mental 
health, and family and community 
engagement, that are designed to 
prepare vulnerable children for fu-
ture educational success.

 Data shows that when chil-
dren are enrolled in a high-quality 
Head Start program they are bet-

ter prepared for kindergarten and 
beyond. Staff and parents work to-
gether, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational 
experience both at home and at 
preschool.  This is possible because 
when parents are involved and en-
gaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head 
Start also has various career op-
portunities in the areas of health, 
nutrition, human services, admin-
istration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional devel-
opment opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head 
Start model to promote growth 
and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield 
Head Start, Inc. offers programs in 
several cities and towns in West-
ern Massachusetts working with 
over 1,000 children each year.  If 
you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/   or 
call 413-788-6522.

A New Year a 
New Career

Career
Educationan

d

Career
Educationan

d

HOLYOKE — The spring 2023 semester at Holy-

oke Community College officially begins Tues., Jan. 

17. Prospective students can start then, but also have 

opportunities to begin classes in February and March 

if they so choose.  

Full semester classes run for 14 weeks. HCC also 

has accelerated “flex-start” classes that begin Jan. 17, 

Feb. 6, and March 20. 

Flex Start I classes run for seven weeks, until March 

8. Flex Start II classes begin Mon., Feb. 6, and run for 

12 weeks. Flex Start III classes begin Mon., March 20, 

and run for seven.

All spring semester courses conclude by Thurs., 

May 4, 2023.
The full schedule of spring course options can be 

viewed on the HCC website by going to: hcc.edu/sign-

up-for-classes 
The HCC Admissions and Advising offices on the 

first floor of the Campus Center are open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. (4:30 p.m. 

on Fridays). 
Students must be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to attend classes on campus. 

Students who plan to register only for online or re-

mote classes do not have to submit proof of COVID-19 

vaccination. 
For more information, please contact HCC Ad-

missions at 413-552-2321 / admissions@hcc.edu, visit 

HCC online at hcc.edu, or take the next step at hcc.

edu/sign-up-for-classes 

The 2022-2023 academic year marked  the 

75th anniversary of Holyoke Community College, the 

Commonwealth’s oldest community college.

HCC opened its doors in 1946 as the first two-year 

college in Massachusetts. In the decades since, the 

college has paved the way for generations of learners 

from western Massachusetts and beyond, a beacon 

of hope and opportunity for people seeking better 

lives. Please visit us at hcc.edu.

Spring semester at HCC starts Jan. 17

S
pr

in
g 

20
23

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?
Register today for spring 

hcc.edu/sign-up-for-classes

classes!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

also must be updated to meet current 
Americans with Disabilities Act stan-
dards for accessibility. This means that 
in addition to the work on the HVAC 
system, the renovations will also include 
a complete reworking of the second 
floor bathrooms in the children’s room, 
as well as replacing some flooring in the 
building. 

Despite the large scale of the project, 
the library is determined to stay open as 
much as possible. The building has been 
closing in phases, beginning with the 
meeting room, then the children’s room. 

To ensure that patrons could still 
access children’s titles, a selection of 
books and DVDs was moved upstairs 
for limited browsing. 

As of Nov. 2, the majority of the 
main floor has closed as well. 

A hardworking team of library staff  
and volunteers helped to move all the 
books from the adult shelves and onto 
carts so that construction could prog-
ress in the area. Some books from this 
section were also moved to the front of 
the library for more limited browsing.

For the time being, the library is still 
open for all regular hours, including 
on Sundays. In addition to the limited 
browsing, patrons can access computers 
and visit the circulation desk to check 
out books or pick up holds.

 Curbside delivery, which was intro-
duced during 2020, is also still available.

However, a smaller space to work 
with means fewer staff are needed in the 
library at any given time. No one will 
be out of a job, though — library staff  
have been moved to a variety of other 
departments in town for the duration 
of the project, including the town hall, 
Burgess Elementary, and more.

Unfortunately, as the project con-
tinues to progress, the library will have 
to close down fully for a few weeks. 
According to Plimpton, there will be 
“a period of time with no heat in the 
building, except to keep the pipes from 
freezing,” so library staff will not be able 
to work in the building and keep things 
open. 

It is unclear when exactly the project 
will reach this point, but it will likely be 
sometime in mid-December.

“This is a huge project,” Plimpton 
said. “But one that definitely needed to 
happen.” 

She emphasized that the library is 
working hard to make sure that all li-
brary services are available for as long 
as possible, and she encourages patrons 
to check the JHPL’s Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages for updates on the project 
as they come.

HVAC  I  FROM PAGE 1

This photo shows the main floor of the Joshua Hyde Public Library un-
der construction for an HVAC project, with carts full of books from the 
adult shelves. TURLEY PHOTOS BY ROWAN BERNSTEIN

The Children’s Room is under construction.

There is limited browsing on the main floor of the library.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current

Work has begun to update the library’s HVAC system.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – For the third year, Home-
Front Strong teamed up with Work-
shop13 to present the Shaped by Service 
art show at ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main 
St. 

Featuring 18 artists, the Shaped by 
Service art show offered servicemem-
bers, veterans and their families a chance 
to express themselves creatively through 
various mediums, capturing the true im-
age of what it means to serve.

“There’s just so many different types 
of mediums all coming together to cel-
ebrate the military,” the show’s curator 
Faith Eileen Ward said. “It’s a wonderful 
mix of people.”

Through their shared experiences 
with the military, the artists have pro-
duced a touching, and often gut-wrench-
ing, display rich with colors and textures.

“These are real things that happen,” 
Ward said of these experiences. “They’re 
fighting for our freedom.”

Ward said her husband, uncle and 
aunt have all served in the military, and 
she knows the sacrifice servicemembers 
make for their country.

“I just have a lot of respect for peo-
ple that allow us to live in freedom,” she 
said.

Shaped by Service, just “brings to-
gether what they went through, even 
family members,” Ward said.

HomeFront Strong’s Executive Direc-
tor Jennifer Baublitz said this is the first 
year the art show has filled the entire 
gallery, and it featured lots of returning 
artists. 

One such returning artist is Antho-
ny Seay of Three Rivers, a U.S. Coast 
Guard veteran and one of the area’s 
most prolific painters, showcasing eight 
of his hyper realistic acrylic paintings in 
this year’s show.

Seay has only been painting for six 
years, and it’s something he’s embraced 
in his sobriety. 

Seay is also a volunteer at Home-
Front Strong, offering support for fellow 
veterans for a number of things includ-
ing substance and alcohol use. 

Veterans helping veterans is a model 
HomeFront Strong uses, allowing those 
shared experiences to create a lasting 
bond and trust. Seay said unless you’ve 
been in the military, or a substance user, 
it’s very hard to relate to someone who is. 

Seay had several paintings in the show 
based off of photos provided to him by 
a friend, who is a retired U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran. One is of a green Hum-

vee that his friend drove in Okinawa, Ja-
pan, and another is of a 1942 U.S. Navy 
Willys Jeep.

His friend had the Willys shipped 
home after he discovered the U.S. Navy 
wanted to get rid of it.

“We’ve rebuilt it twice,” Seay said 
with a laugh. “It still runs.”

Another painting featured a truck his 
friend drove while in Germany. 

Nancy Harder of Ware also entered 
eight pieces into the Shaped by Service 
art show, featuring pottery, glasswork 
and more. 

“I started as a littler girl, but I didn’t 
pursue more of it until I retired,” Harder 
said of her creative side. 

Harder said she and her husband 
Gregory rent a cottage on the military 
base in Niceville, Florida, and she took 
advantage of a gift certificate she re-
ceived from the local art studio CRE-
ATE!

“I just have such wonderful instruc-
tors there, it’s very therapeutic…they 
embrace anyone who comes through the 
door,” Harder said.

Gregory is a 20 plus year U.S. Air 
Force veteran, and while the two both 
grew up in Ware, they didn’t know each 
other until later in life, when Gregory 
had retired from the military.

Harder said she was living in Chica-
go, and he was all over the world.

“We were introduced, and our chil-
dren convinced us we should be a fami-
ly,” Harder said. Together, the couple has 
four sons.

Making her art brings her joy, Harder 
said. She makes a lot of pieces that re-
mind her of Gregory and home.

“Gregory walks on the beach and 

brings me pieces of wood that washed 
up on shore,” she said. One of her piec-
es in the show features a blue ceramic 
heart, hanging from a piece of driftwood 
collected by Gregory.

This was Donald “Donny” Longley’s 
first time exhibiting in the show since he 
started his job as HomeFront Strong’s 
chief operating officer a little over a year 
ago.

Longley, a metalworker, served in the 
U.S. Air Force for six years, stationed at 
Dyess Air Force Base in Texas. He was 
deployed to both Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 

For about 20 years, Longley has made 
sculptures out of a mix of new and re-
purposed metals. 

“I like making abstract stuff,” Long-
ley said of his sculptures, which includ-
ed a fish, a seahorse and even a ball and 
chain made from old railroad spikes. 

The fish is Longley’s favorite piece he 
entered in the show, and it features metal 
from a number of sources, including old 
railroad pitchforks, a lawnmower blade 
and leaf springs from a car. Longley cut 
out 100 metal disks from a sheet of met-
al to resemble the fish’s scales. 

U.S. Navy veteran Katie Standiford 
of Longmeadow entered her ceramic 
sunflower bowl titled, “Shades of Sum-
mer”. The bowl is layered with seven or 
eight glazes, washing it in warm tints of 
pink, yellow, orange and brown.

The base of the bowl, which is the cen-
ter of the sunflower, remains unglazed to 
showcase the clay’s rich, earthy color. 

“It’s called ‘Shades of Summer’ be-
cause it was a culmination of every-
thing I learned over the summer about 
glazing,” she said. “How to get different 
depths in the surface so it wasn’t flat…it 

really looks like a flower.”
Standiford started taking a ceram-

ics class as part of her art therapy for 
post-traumatic stress disorder about 
a year ago. Making the bowl took her 
about seven hours, with most of that 
time committed to layering the glazes.

Husband and wife artists Maurice 
and Linda Iorio traveled from Sterling 
to display their paintings in the show. 

Maurice has exhibited in Shaped by 
Service for all three years, and last year, 
he even sold the painting he entered. It is 
now displayed at Monson Savings Bank.

Maurice has been painting since 2014 
and Linda has been painting for over 50 
years, and is also his teacher. 

Linda remembered the first time her 
husband had expressed a desire to learn 
how to paint, during a cruise they took 
following Maurice’s retirement, when 
she had brought her watercolors along.

Maurice served 21 years as U.S. Army 
intelligence, and two of his paintings in 
the show are of his military assignments. 
One is from his first assignment in Wind-
sor Locks, Connecticut and another 
from his last in Turkey. 

“90% of all of my paintings are from 
pictures I took,” Maurice said. 

Linda entered a painting of the morn-
ing fire at Fort Devens, as well a sunset 
beach scene from Turkey. The beach 
scene was painted using a photo one of 
Maurice’s friends from Turkey took.

Linda explores all types of mediums 
for her paintings, including acrylics, oils, 
watercolors and Japanese rice inks.

“I got to study with a phenomenal 
artist, who had his doctorate from Yale,” 
Linda said

Now the couple has turned a spare 
bedroom in their home into a studio to 
display their work, and spend many days 
together in the dining room, just paint-
ing.

“The main thing is I get to spend 
more time with my wife,” Maurice said 
of his interest in painting.

Shaped by Service

Art show celebrates works of veterans and family members

Ware resident Nancy Harder stands with a piece she made out of pottery and driftwood. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA 
OUIMETTE

Linda Iorio painted “Morning Fire” from a scene at 
Fort Devens.

Donald “Donny” Longley stands by his metal seahorse sculpture. Katie Standiford of Longmeadow entered her ceramic sunflower, 
“Shades of Summer”.

This quilt, “Home of the Free” was made by Jane Page.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Old English letters
  5. Sculpture
 11. Showing up again
 14. Tie the knot again
 15. Washington city
 18. Stiff structures in 

invertebrates
 19. Mark over a 

vowel
 21. Explosive
 23. Popular race: __ 

500
 24. Pile up
 28. Mint
 29. Commercial
 30. A minute amount 

(Scottish)
 32. Small Eurasian 

deer
 33. Baseball stat
 35. Numbers 

cruncher
 36. Japanese masked 

drama
 39. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 41. Blood group
 42. Assist in 

wrongdoing
 44. Language spoken 

in Cameroon and 
Chad

 46. Grayish-white
 47. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 49. Microorganism
 52. Place under 

prohibition
 56. Calm, dependable
 58. Congressman
 60. Force
 62. As a result of this 

document
 63. One of two main 

branches of Islam
 

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make a mistake
  2. Gordon and Snider 

are two

  3. Geographical 
region of Finland

  4. Ejected saliva
  5. A way of 

performing
  6. Scotland’s longest 

river
  7. One of the six 

noble gases (abbr.)
  8. Body art
  9. Two-toed sloth
 10. Electronic 

counter-
countermeasures

 12. Foolish person 
(Brit.)

 13. Of the wind
 16. Grand home
 17. Sound
 20. English river
 22. Symbol indicating 

ownership
 25. Exclamation of 

surprise
 26. Pouch
 27. Apart from

 29. Satisfaction 
 31. The bill in a 

restaurant
 34. Sea bream
 36. Port in southern 

Japan
 37. Double-reed 

instruments
 38. Center
 40. South Dakota
 43. An orderly crowd
 45. Indicates position
 48. __-pedi
 50. Nonsense (slang)
 51. Republic of 

Ireland
 53. Nocturnal flyers
 54. American state
 55. Clusters in fern 

fronds
 57. Patriotic women
 58. A person’s brother 

or sister
 59. Breed of sheep
 61. Popular film 

“Despicable __”

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 6, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer

HomeFront Strong’s Executive Director Jennifer Baublitz talks about Shaped 
by Service’s third year.

Patricia Read entered a pencil portrait titled “Rob-
ert”.

Maurice and Linda Iorio of Sterling enjoy spending time together painting. Maurice’s 
painting showing the view from a rooftop in Turkey is shown in the background.

Donald “Donny” Longley’s fish is made from new and repurposed metal. Bold textures catch your eye in Steven Jones’ “Locks”. Three Rivers artist Anthony Seay displays three of the eight paintings 
he entered in the Shaped by Service art show.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring 
P/T & F/T EMERGENCY 

DISPATCHERS.
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEy PUBLIcATIONS, INc.
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Job Opening
Town of Warren, MA

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
Full-Time Operator/Mechanic Position

The Town of Warren, Board of Sewer Commissioners is accepting Resumes and Cover 
Letters for its Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator/ Mechanic position. The pay scale 
ranges from $22.83 to $30.68/hour based on relative work experience, educational 
background, and professional licenses currently held. A generous benefit package is 
available including health insurance in which the Town pays 75% of the premium.

High School Graduate, preferably from a technical school: preferably 3 years’ experience 
as an operator and mechanic at a wastewater treatment plant or any equivalent 
combination of education and mechanical experience will be considered. Be able to 
obtain a Massachusetts Wastewater Treatment Plant License, Grade 4 or higher, within 
six months of hire. A Massachusetts Class D Driver’s License with a clean driving history 
is required. 

Please visit the Town’s website, www.warren-ma.gov for a complete position description. 
Resumes and Cover Letters will be accepted until the position is filled. Please send your 
resume and cover letter to the Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@
warren-ma.gov.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

LEGAL NOTICE:
TOWN OF 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Pursuant to Massachusetts 

General  Laws,  Chapter 
30A, 18-25, as amend-
ed by Chapter 28 of the 
Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 

Protection Act, the West 
Brookfield Conservation 
Commiss ion  wi l l  ho ld 
a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n 
WEDNESDAY December 
6, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
first floor meeting room, West 
Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street.

6:10 p.m. – Public 

Hearing:
1 .  N O I  –  R t e .  9 

Reconstruction/West Main 
Street Rehabilitation and 
Related Work

2. NOI – Continuation 
– 68C Cottage Street – 
Matthew Shannon – Repair 
and addition
12/01/2023

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NEWTON – If you’re looking to 
start a family, adoption is always an op-
tion, and the Massachusetts Adoption 
Resource Exchange is there to help. 

MARE is a nonprofit organization 
that helps children currently in foster 
care find their permanent home. The 
process behind MARE is to give a child 
that goal of adoption. 

MARE serves hundreds of children 
currently in foster care or in group 
homes. The children work 
with MARE to help connect 
with adults and families who 
are considering adoption. 

MARE is all about 
keeping families engaged 
and providing resourc-
es to help complete the 
adoption process. Hun-
dreds of children in need of 
their forever home include 
children that are in the age 
range of 6-12 and teenagers. 

MARE supports children 
of color, sibling groups, teens, 
LGBTQ+ youth, and children 
with medical needs. 

The Executive Director of MARE is 
Bridget Chiaruttini, and she is proud to 
be a part of the organization that serves 
the purpose of finding homes for chil-
dren. 

A social worker by training, Chiarut-
tini has over 20 years of experience 
working with children in foster care 
and through adoption. To her, the work 
MARE does for children is essential. 

“This work is so important. We invest 
in child welfare,” said Chiaruttini. 

In 2022, MARE served over 850 
kids across Massachusetts. Current-
ly, MARE has about 650 kids who are 
seeking permanent homes. About 40% 
of those children are over the age of 12. 

As of now, the children MARE sup-
ports are in foster homes and group 
homes while they attend school. The or-
ganization works a lot with social work-
ers and the Department of Children and 
Families to follow up with the children 
and see how their day-to-day living is 
going. 

Throughout the year, MARE hosts 
events statewide to connect and support 
social workers, waiting children and pro-
spective adoptive families. MARE wants 
the kids seeking permanent homes to be 
as involved as possible in their process of 
looking for their forever home. 

Activities include meet and greets, 
social gatherings and community events. 
The kids have the opportunity to make 
connections and be included in their 
own recruitment. 

MARE helps the kids identify a 
family that works best for them. They 
encourage feedback to be given by the 
children in order to seek the chemistry 
that is or is not there. 

Last year, MARE did 20 meet and 
greet events for the children and claim 
those activities make a huge difference 
in building connections between the 
children and the families who have the 
intention to adopt. 

The community partnerships MARE 
develops are predominantly made in the 
Boston area. Events include activities at 
Jordan’s Furniture, trampoline parks, 
outdoor courses, bowling, and other 
built-in activities. 

As of 2023, MARE has been an orga-
nization for 66 years. It is the first adop-
tion exchange not only in Massachusetts, 
but the first exchange in the U.S. 

In the western region of Massachu-
setts, MARE has a partner hosted event 
in Springfield with DCF that provides 

helpful information. Those meetings 
take place at the DCF Western Regional 
Office in Springfield.

Chiaruttini said there are a lot of 
children in foster care in the western re-
gion of the state. 

MARE plans to provide more aware-
ness for children seeking permanent 
homes in the region. However, they also 
find it essential to allow kids to stay in 
their familiar local communities as they 
tend to build close friendships while they 
are enrolled in local schools and live in 
local towns. 

MARE consists of over 20 staff  
members. Their main office is in 

Newton, but staff are assigned 
to cover each region of the 

state, including Boston, Cen-
tral, Western, Eastern and 
Northern. 

Part of the MARE staff  
is Mary Liz Nogueras, the 

Outreach & Support Coor-
dinator for Adoptive Families 
of Color. Nogueras has been 
in her current role for over 
a year and helps supporting 
families in the process of adop-
tion. 

Her role includes providing 
matching events for families of color 
and also supports, connections, and 
trainings for families wanting to adopt. 

One of the trainings is through the 
Trust Based Relational Intervention. 
The training is for pre-adoptive and re-
cently placed families to a series of Trau-
ma Informed Parenting virtual trainings 
facilitated by Fostering Hope’s TBRI 
practitioners. 

This is a small-group, practical train-
ing, and participants are asked to be 
available on camera throughout the 
session, if possible. This opportunity is 
intended for Massachusetts pre-adop-
tive families who have completed MAPP 
training or families recently placed. 

Nogueras is familiar with the line of 
work MARE dedicates itself to doing as 
she is also a parent who adopted children. 
A mother of six children, Nogueras is 
proud to be a part of MARE and grant-
ing the goal of adoption to hundreds of 
children and families seeking to adopt. 

In its last fiscal year, MARE served 
119 children of color. It is fulfilling for 
MARE to serve children seeking the 
right families. 

“We seek to identify safe and loving 
permanent homes,” said Nogueras.

One beneficial program MARE pro-
vides is a weekend family connection. 
The program pairs youth ages 10 and 
older who are living in residential care 
with host families who are committed to 
actively incorporate the youth into their 
community and family life. 

The goal of the program is to build 
connections for the youth that will ul-
timately result in the identification of 
an adoptive family, while allowing the 
youth to have a positive experience of 
family life.

Whether you’re married, single or 
partnered individuals, you’re welcome 
to adopt children from foster care. There 
are many great kids that will thrive in a 
family setting. 

“We’re very passionate about serving 
the kids and see every kid have some sort 
of permanency,” said Nogueras. 

It is most beneficial for families to 
hear shared experiences in person and 
participate in support groups to discuss 
early stages and final stages in the adop-
tion process. MARE is an all-inclusive 
support organization that is dedicated 
to their mission of finding that forever 
home for children. 

To get involved and learn more about 
MARE, visit their website at www.ma-
reinc.org. 

Finding that forever home

Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange helps children and families

- legal notice -

 During the week of Nov. 13-20, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 14 building/property 
checks, 29 directed/area patrols, six traf-
fic controls, one radar assignment, one 
motor vehicle investigation, one safety 
hazard, five animal calls and four motor 
vehicle stops in the town of New Brain-
tree.

Tuesday, Nov. 14
4:01 a.m. Safety Hazard, Townwide, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency
5:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-

tion, Unitas Road, Services Rendered
6:49 p.m. Fire/Training, West Brook-

field Road, Services Rendered

Wednesday, Nov. 15
10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ra-

vine Road, Citation Issued

Sunday, Nov. 19
10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Citation Issued
3:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Utley 

Road, Citation Issued

New Braintree Police Log

STOW – The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration announced that $5 million 
in grant funding is available to support 
the purchase of firefighter turnout gear, 
fire suppression equipment, and relat-
ed items through the FY24 Firefighter 
Safety Equipment Grant program.

The competitive grant program, 
which is administered by the Executive 
Office of Public Safety & Security and 
the Department of Fire Services, re-
imburses local fire departments for the 
purchase of qualifying safety equip-
ment. 

Departments of every city, town, fire 
district, and eligible state authority may 
apply for a grant. Maximum funding 
amounts are based on the size of the 
population the department serves.

“The equipment funded through 
these grants will make firefighters and 
their communities safer,” said Secretary 
of Public Safety and Security Terrence 
M. Reidy in a press release. “Whether 
it’s a complete set of turnout gear or 
ballistic protection for use on a rescue 

task force, every dollar goes toward pro-
tecting the people who protect us.”

More than 130 different categories of 
tools, meters, personal protective equip-
ment, communications devices, and 
other items are eligible for reimburse-
ment through the program.

“The Firefighter Safety Equipment 
Grants are an investment in the health 
and safety of Massachusetts firefight-
ers,” said State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine. “The flexibility of the program 
is especially valuable because it allows 
each department to make purchases 
based on their specific needs and re-
sources.”

For more information on the FY24 
Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant 
program, including eligibility require-
ments and conditions, fire chiefs and/or 
department grant managers should read 
the Notice of Funding Opportunity 
posted on the Department of Fire Ser-
vices’ website, mass.gov/doc/fy24-fire-
fighter-safety-equipment-grant-no-
tice-of-funding-opportunity/download. 

Firefighter safety grant opportunity announced
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

STURBRIDGE
Holly Berry Fair held at 
Federated Church p5

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Nativities Around the World 

runs through Dec. 2 p8

EAST BROOKFIELD
Youth bowlers attend 

championship p8

 mi

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!
SUNDAYS NOW 10 AM TO 7 PM
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY & BIKE DEPT!!!

SEE AD INSIDE

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

GILBERTVILLE - OPEN HOUSE 11-1 PM 
NEW PRICE REDUCTION. 
$274,900. Owner says they 

will entertain all offers!  
3 bedrooms, one bath, 

finished basement, 
workshop and storage 

area in basement. 
7 Garage stalls to rent or use 

for your own storage. This 
could help pay the mortgage!

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA Extended 
Life Cooling 
System 
Antifreeze + 
Coolant for All 
Makes All Models 
Ready To Use

$999
/each

STARTING AT
SAVE
UP TO

31%

$1073
/each

SAVE
UP TO

44%
NAPA SCA 
Precharged 
Heaby Duty 
Antifreeze/
Coolant

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Mon. & Thurs. 3pm-9pm

Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Sun. 11:30am-7:30pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

Book Your Christmas and 
Holiday Parties Today!

Dates Still Available!
Come and Watch 

the games 
on Saturday, Sunday

 and 
Monday Nights!

Signature Holiday Dinners 
available for pre-order
Choose from prime rib, turkey, or 
ham dinners for your holiday feast.
Single-serve dinners also available.

Pre-order at FarmerMatt.com or 
508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
FALL LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

OPEN UNTIL OPEN UNTIL OPEN UNTIL 
CHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVE

PICK UP YOUR PICK UP YOUR 
BAKING APPLESBAKING APPLES

MANY CHOICESMANY CHOICES


