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JOIN THE FARMER MATT TEAM
Farmer Matt’s Restaurant is hiring a Lead Line Cook. Responsibilities 
include preparing ingredients, cooking meals to order, and maintaining a 
clean, organized kitchen. ServeSafe Manager certification is required, and 
previous kitchen experience is preferred. If you’re passionate about farm-
to-table cooking and have a strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from you.

Apply by emailing your resume to hello@farmermatt.com.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Over a dozen volunteers gath-
ered behind North Brookfield 
Junior Senior High School last 
week to make sure that the peo-
ple in the community truly had 
something to be grateful for.

A generous donation of 150 
turkeys, as well as 360 mini pe-
can pies, were donated by C&S 
Wholesale Grocers to provide 
Thanksgiving meals to those 
facing food insecurity in North 
Brookfield and beyond.

“This was just a bonus,” said 
Karen Farrington, president of 
the North Brookfield Commu-
nity Food Collaborative.

As volunteers unloaded the 
trucks, more volunteers arrived 
to sort the items into bags, and 

load cars for delivery. 
Farrington said the collab-

orative, which was formed this 
past July, receives a weekly 
donation of two pallets of fro-
zen food from C&S Wholesale 
Grocers each Thursday. This 
is then distributed to approxi-
mately 120 families in need.

C&S Wholesale Grocers has 
also volunteered to provide a 
monthly donation of nonfro-
zen food items in the coming 
months, Farrington said. 

Working with North Brook-
field Public Schools, the collab-
orative has been able to utilize 
space at the school district’s 
two food pantries, and gets 
weekly help unloading dona-
tions from both the students 
and staff.

“Tim has generously allowed 
us to be here,” Farrington said 

Giving thanks 

Community Food Collaborative distributes 150 turkeys

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The East Brookfield Public 
Library hosted a fall craft fair 
recently as the season slowly 
transitions to winter. 

Every year in the fall, the 

library puts on a small and 
charming craft fair for guests 
to shop for various items and 
gifts. In addition to the craft 
fair, the library was hosting 
a small raffle with donations 
going directly to their play-
ground fund. 

Behind the East Brookfield 
Public Library is a playground 

that has stood the test of time 
and is in need of repairs and a 
rebuild. 

“Any donations are a huge 
help,” said Carolann Mac-
Master, the library director. 

MacMaster kept busy try-
ing to organize this year’s craft 
fair and had a booth of her 

Library hosted fall craft fair
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The town hosted its Special 
Town Meeting on Nov. 19 in-
side the West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School cafeteria. 

The highly anticipated vote 
was Article 4, the purchase of a 
firetruck. The article was writ-

ten as a vote to see if  the town 
will raise and appropriate the 
amount of $510,000 to borrow 
or transfer from available funds 
to purchase a new fire engine. 

Board of Selectman Chair 
Eric von Bleicken spoke prior 
to the beginning of the Special 
Town Meeting to address the 
residents on what was at stake 
and how their votes matter in 

STM approves article 
for new firetruck

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
The Board of Selectmen unani-
mously voted to appoint Randy 
Morgan as the town’s perma-
nent Highway Superintendent. 

Morgan has been acting as 
superintendent since the depar-
ture of former Superintendent 
Jason Benoit.

“I think Randy’s been doing 
a fantastic job running things 
down there in the meantime 
since we haven’t had a super-

Selectmen appoint Highway 
Department superintendent

The East Brookfield Public Library hosted its fall craft fair recently. These adorable dolls were handmade by library director Ca-
rolann MacMaster.  TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Volunteers from the North Brookfield Community Food Collaborative and North Brookfield Junior Senior High School distributed 150 
turkeys with all the fixings to families in need for Thanksgiving. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTESee TURKEYS   I   PAGE 8
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
12/1/24-12/4/2412/1/24-12/4/24

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TALAPIA FILLETS ..........................

$199
lb

lb77¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ERLENBACHERBAKERY

APPLE TART 10” ............................. $999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$799
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS .......................BEEF STRIP LOIN

WHOLE or HALF

$494
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
ROAST or STEAKS

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$277
lb

$688
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS BREAST .........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

$199
lb

$299

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
SWISS CHEESE .....................$444
SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL SMOKED HAM ...

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........$333

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

CASA’s 6th annual Champions for Chil-
dren signature fundraiser brought in a re-
cord-breaking $150,000 plus to support 
their mission to advocate for and support 
youth impacted by the foster care system in 
Worcester County. 

The event was hosted for the second time 
at the Top of the Tower, Worcester’s newest 
event venue located at 446 Main St., owned 
and managed by Synergy, a Boston-based 
real estate investment and services company. 
An evening to celebrate and sustain CASA’s 
work, honor supporters, and share stories 
of  impact, the event shattered last year’s re-
cord of $110,000 raised.

Champions for Children was held on 
Sept. 12, and featured several local restau-
rants and food vendors serving their unique 
multicultural cuisine, live entertainment, 
and a chance for guests to win a trip to Cos-
ta Rica. The event honored select members 
of  the CASA community, thanking them for 
their important roles in advancing the work 
of the organization. 

Honorees included District Attorney 
Joseph Early Jr.; Mary O’Coin, director of 

the United Way of South Central MA; and 
long-time volunteers Deborah McDonnell 
and Elizabeth Young.

Under the leadership of executive direc-
tor Julie Bowditch and event chairwoman 
and board member Liz Estabrooks, the 
event celebrates the diverse community of 
Worcester County and brings together sup-
porters from all over the region. Attend-
ees included city and state representatives 
such as Mayor Joe Petty, school committee 
member Molly McCullough, state senators 
Robyn Kennedy and Michael Moore, state 
representative David Lebeouf, and Gov-
ernor’s Councilor Paul DePalo, as well as 
business and community leaders in the re-
gion. 

Lead sponsors included Top of the Tow-
er, Lee Tesconi & Family, JoyGuru Human-
itarian Services, Inc., Central MA Produc-
tions, Wednesday’s Child, Plumb House, 
Carr Financial Group, and Peter Wyman & 
Family. 

Bowditch said in a press release, “We are 
overwhelmed with gratitude. Each time I be-
lieve our community cannot outdo itself  in 

supporting the youth and families we serve, 
it does!” 

During her remarks at the event, she chal-
lenged guests to remember a pivotal adult 
who positively changed their lives when 
they were growing up and reminded them 
that each of us has the power to fill that role 
for today’s most vulnerable youth – as fam-
ily members, neighbors, educators, mentors, 
and as part of  the CASA community.

CASA Project Worcester County is a 
nonprofit organization appointed by juve-
nile court judges to the most challenging 
cases to provide best-interest, unbiased in-
formation to the court and amplify the needs 
and wishes of  the youth on the cases. Court 
Appointed Special Advocates are carefully 
screened and trained community volunteers 
who support hundreds of foster-involved 
youth throughout the county each year. 

CASA Project Worcester County is a 
member of the National CASA Association 
and the oldest and largest of  seven programs 
of its kind in the state. 

Learn more or get involved at www.the-
casaproject.org.

CASA Project Worcester County 
hosted fundraising and awards event

You may be used to getting text mes-
sages and emails from your boss, which 
is why a recent texting scam is so effec-
tive. 

Scammers find out where you work 
and pose as the CEO or other executive. 
Be on guard and don’t share money or 
information – be it your own or your 
company’s.

How the scam works
You receive a text from a number 

you don’t recognize, claiming to be 
from your boss. The sender knows your 
name, where you work, and your boss’s 
name. It seems so real. 

The text message might read some-
thing like this: “Hi Chris, I’m tied up in 
a conference call right now but let me 
know if you get this text. Thanks [your 
boss’ name].”

In a recent Better Business Bu-
reau Scam Tracker report, a consumer 
shared this experience, “Text message 
posing as my boss, stuck in a meeting. 
Wanted me to get giftcards. Also texted 
people I know, posing as my boss as if  
they were texting me.”

If you reply that you received the text, 
you’ll be asked to do a quick task. This 

could be purchasing gift cards for a cli-
ent or wiring funds to another business. 

In some cases, the scammer may ask 
you to send personal information to 
someone, often giving you a plausible 
reason to carry out the request.

In another BBB Scam Tracker report, 
a victim reported losing over $1,000 in a 
gift card scam. “The scammer contact-
ed me impersonating my boss telling me 
he needed an urgent task completed. He 
told me it needed to be a secret because 
he wanted to surprise employees for a 
good job last month with gift cards. He 
asked me to go to the nearest store and 
get five gift cards he asked for Apple and 
eBay cards but they did not have that so 
he told me to get five Vanilla Visa gift 
cards and load $200 on each card. He 
said I would get reimbursed before the 
end of the day. I bought the cards using 
my personal money and was asked to 
send pictures of the receipt. I did that 
and then he asked me to send the front 
and back of the cards and I for some 
reason did that too. I only realized af-
ter contacting my boss that this was a 
scam. I was able to contact Vanilla and 
put a hold on the cards before any funds 

were used. However, now the funds are 
frozen and in a gift card and I don’t have 
access to the money for a possibly un-
known amount of time. The scammer 
played to my need to be a good employ-
ee and it worked.”

No matter how believable the reason 
sounds, always double-check before tak-
ing any action.  Once you send the mon-
ey, gift cards, or information, it will be 
in the hands of a con artist.

How to protect yourself 
Don’t trust unsolicited messages 

from unfamiliar numbers. If your boss 
regularly communicates with you via 
text message, save their number in your 
contact list. 

Don’t respond to potential imper-
sonators reaching out from a different 
number.

Be wary of unusual requests. If  your 
boss has never asked you to buy gift 
cards, even if  the request comes from a 
number you’ve saved, think twice. 

Scammers can potentially clone 
phone numbers and might have hijacked 
your boss’ number to target employees.

Double-check with your boss person-
ally. If a request comes from a strange 

number or just doesn’t sound right, call 
or email your boss first, using their real 
contact information, rather than reply-
ing to the message. 

It’s better to double-check than to 
rush into a scam. Plus, your boss will 
want to know if they are being imper-
sonated, so they can warn their other 
employees.

If you suspect a scam, don’t reply. If  
you’re fairly certain you’ve been con-
tacted by a scammer, don’t reply to the 
text message. 

Replying lets scammers know they 
have an active phone number and could 
leave you vulnerable to future attacks. 
Instead, block the number and delete 
the message.

For more information
Stay safe by reading the BBB’s tips 

on how to spot fake text messages and 
how to avoid impostor scams. Also, read 
BBB’s report about the rise of business 
email compromise scams.

If you’ve spotted a scam, whether or 
not you fell victim, report it at BBB.org/
ScamTracker. Your report helps expose 
scammers’ tactics and boost consumer 
awareness.

Better Business Bureau warns against scam texts and emails
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Bring Your Family To

KIP’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church
508-867-6101

Find us on Facebook at Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm

Free Tree For Any Community Organization
(No Reserving Of Trees)

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Friday, November 29th Through
Saturday, December 22nd

Choose And Cut Your Own
Fresh Christmas Tree

Christmas Wreaths And
Cemetery Boxes

Free Coloring Books, 
Hot Chocolate And Candy Canes

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

   HAPPY APPLE ®

We Are Open Year Round! 9-5 In North Brookfield

Brookfield Orchards
Follow signs from Rts 9, 31, 67 or 148

Order Your Holiday 
Pies and Treats

508.867.6858 • 877.622.7555
www.browsethebrookfields.com • www.brookfieldorchards.com

Snack Bar!!  Hot Apple Dumplings with Ice Cream
Cheese & Cider

Apple Gift Baskets
Made to order

Cheese, jelly, maple, relish, etc. 
can be added. Must be picked up.

Apple Dumplings • Cakes
 Cider Donuts

Fudge

WARREN – The Centered Place 
yoga studio in Warren is hosting a 
food drive and fundraiser to support 
The Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry 
in West Brookfield as well as two Mas-
sachusetts food banks.   

Donations of food and household 
items for The Sharing Cupboard Food 
Pantry can be brought to The Cen-
tered Place at 286 Bridge St. 

The most needed food items in-
clude non-perishable food such as 
regular sized canned proteins (meats 
or beans), dried beans, grains, peanut 
butter or other nut butters, cookies, 
crackers, breakfast cereals, coffee or 
decaf, and canned or packaged soups. 
Household items that are most needed 
include paper towels and toilet paper, 
soap and other cleaning supplies.

Alternatively, food and donations 
can be brought directly to the Sharing 
Cupboard Food Pantry on Wednes-
day mornings between 10-11:30 a.m. 
and Thursday evenings between 7-8 
p.m. 

Note that on the week of Thanks-
giving, the pantry will be open Tuesday 
morning instead of Wednesday morn-
ing, and will be closed on Thanks-
giving. The Sharing Cupboard Food 
Pantry is located at 36 North Main 
St., in the back of the First Congrega-
tional Church in West Brookfield. 

Donations can also be mailed to: 

The Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry, 
36 North Main St., West Brookfield, 
MA 01585.  

Each month The Centered Place 
hosts a fundraiser for a different char-
itable organization. The fundraiser 
for both November and December 
supports the Worcester County Food 
Bank, a non-profit organization that 
provides donated food to those who 
need it. 

The Centered Place has a Face-
book fundraiser where you can donate 
to the WCFB: https://www.facebook.
com/donate/1116376256580110/. Do-
nations can also be made directly to 
the Worcester County Food Bank 
website at https://foodbank.org/.

Another food bank that you can 
support is the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts, which serves Hamp-
shire, Hampden, Franklin and Berk-
shire counties. You can donate to this 
food bank online at https://www.food-
bankwma.org/.

The Centered Place yoga studio has 
served the local area since 1988. It was 
founded by Nancy A Nowak, who 
co-directs and teaches along with her 
husband, Phil Milgrom. The studio 
was voted Best in Yoga by readers of 
the former Sturbridge Times. 

The physical address of the studio 
is 286 Bridge St. in Warren. The web 
address is www.thecenteredplace.com.

The Centered Place hosts 
food drive fundraiser

NORTH BROOKFIELD – On Sat-
urday, Nov. 30, volunteers from North 
Brookfield Decorate Our Town Com-
mittee will be gathered at the Town 
House at 9 a.m. to start the task of 
decorating the town for the Christmas 
holiday.  

Wreaths and sprays will be hung on 
the windows and doors of all the build-
ings on Main Street, and the Town Park 
will be adorned with lights, wooden sol-
diers, a sleigh, Santa and much more.  

On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 1,  San-
ta will be sitting in his favorite chair to 

welcome those who wish to sit on his 
knee and whisper in his ear the present 
they hope Santa will bring on Christ-
mas morning.  

At the same time, the Haston Free 
Public Library will be hosting a series 
of festivities. A Tree Lighting Ceremo-
ny will take place at 6 p.m., followed by 
Christmas Caroling at the Congrega-
tional Church.  

Tabby LeBlanc will be leading all 
in the caroling, and it is hoped that 
the Theatre Guild will sing a favorite 
Christmas song or two.

Christmas decorating 
and holiday events listed

As brush fires continue to burn across 
Massachusetts, the American Lung As-
sociation is providing essential tips to 
protect health from the serious hazards 
posed by wildfire smoke.

Wildfire smoke poses a serious health 
hazard to people living and working 
near fires, especially those with lung 
health issues and emergency responders. 

Wildfire smoke can also travel thou-
sands of miles and impacts the health of 
anyone who breathes it. Breathing this 
smoke places even healthy individuals 
at risk, and you should talk with your 
healthcare provider about how to pre-
pare for this exposure, especially if  you 
work outdoors, are pregnant, are under 
age 18 or over age 65, or have asthma, 
COPD or a lung disease, chronic heart 
disease or diabetes.

To help residents protect their health, 
the Lung Association has released the 
following health tips:

Stay indoors. People living close to 
the fire-stricken areas or in areas im-
pacted by wildfire smoke should remain 
indoors when possible and avoid breath-
ing smoke, ashes and other pollution in 
the area.

Protect the air in your home and 
car. Keep doors, windows and fireplace 
dampers shut, preferably with clean 
indoor air circulating through air con-
ditioners on the recirculation setting.  
When driving your car in smoky areas, 
keep your windows and vents closed. 
Air conditioning should only be operat-
ed in the “recirculate” setting.

Keep an eye on symptoms. Higher 
levels of smoke in some areas can make 
breathing more difficult. If  you are expe-
riencing wheezing, shortness of breath, 

difficulty taking a full breath, chest 
heaviness, lightheadedness, dizziness, 
a persistent cough or experience diffi-
cult or painful breathing, contact your 
healthcare provider. The first symptoms 
can appear as late as 24 to 48 hours after 
initial exposure.

Take precautions for kids. Extra pre-
caution should be taken for children, 
who are more susceptible to smoke. 
Their lungs are still developing and they 
breathe in more air (and consequent-
ly more pollution) for their size than 
adults. Keep children inside as much as 
possible, and think about evacuating if  
they have trouble breathing or symp-
toms that do not get better.

Don’t count on a dust mask. Ordi-
nary dust masks, designed to filter out 
large particles, and cloth facial coverings 
still allow the more dangerous smaller 
particles to pass through. Masks with 
an N-95 or N-100 filter will filter out the 
damaging fine particles more effectively, 
although they do not fully protect any-
one from harm. It is important to note 
that masks may not fit properly or work 
for everyone-they are not made for chil-
dren, or for adults with facial hair, and 
are difficult for people with lung disease 
to use.

Ask for help. The American 
Lung Association’s Lung Helpline at 
1-800-LUNGUSA is staffed by nurses 
and respiratory therapists, and is a free 
resource to answer any questions about 
the lungs, lung disease and lung health, 
including how to protect yourself during 
wildfires and wildfire smoke events.

More information about wildfires 
and lung health can be found at Lung.
org/wildfires.

Tips to protect your lungs 
during active brush fires
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CURREN T

Dear Rusty 
I retired with a (gross) $4,600 per 

month Civil Service Retirement System 
annuity from the U.S. Postal Service in 
December 2022. I am 66 and will attain 
Full Retirement Age in November of this 
year. 

I know at that point I will not be subject 
to the “earnings” test, but I will be affected 
by the dreaded “government offset.” I have 
earned enough quarters and will be eligible 
for a small social security benefit. 

First question: will my Social Security 
benefit just be reduced or will it be elimi-
nated? Second: will it make a difference if 
I apply in November or when I turn 70? I 
am currently working part-time and paying 
Social Security FICA taxes. 

Third: if my SS is being eliminated, do 
I even have to apply? Fourth and last: I am 
married, filing jointly and my wife is cur-
rently receiving SS benefits (only). Could 
I also be affected by the “windfall” provi-
sion if my wife predeceased me? 

Thank you in advance for your service 
as a Social Security Advisor.         

 Signed: Upset to Offset and 
Downfall to Windfall

Dear Upset 
You are correct that when you reach 

your Full Retirement Age in November 
you will no longer be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test,” which limits 
how much you can earn while collecting 
early benefits. But if  you apply for your 
Social Security to start in November, 
your SS benefits will be affected by the 
Windfall Elimination Provision due to 
your non-covered CSRS pension because 
you didn’t pay into SS while earning your 
CSRS pension. 

As you may know, only those federal 
employees, who retired under CSRS are 
affected by WEP; newer Federal employ-
ees, who retire under the more recent Fed-
eral Employee Retirement Program pro-

gram are not affected.  
Because of  your CSRS pension, your 

Social Security benefit will be reduced, 
but not eliminated. The amount of  reduc-
tion will be based on the number of  years 
of  non-government employment you 
had where you paid into Social Security. 
Usually, those who have spent a lifetime 
earning a pension without contributing 
to SS, but who have a separately earned 
SS pension, will see their SS benefit cut 
approximately in half.  

To answer your second question, your 
benefit will, indeed, continue to grow if  
you wait until you are age 70 to claim So-
cial Security. 

Benefits taken after one’s FRA earn 
“Delayed Retirement Credits,” which add 
to your final benefit amount. Your bene-
fit will still be reduced by WEP, but your 
final amount will be more because you 
waited longer to claim. 

Regarding your third question, your 
SS benefit will only be reduced, not elim-
inated, so it’s always worthwhile to apply. 
Otherwise, you are forfeiting Social Secu-
rity money you are entitled to. 

And lastly, if  your wife dies before you, 
your CSRS pension will also cause anoth-
er provision called the Government Pen-
sion Offset provision to apply. The GPO 
will reduce your surviving spouse benefits 
by 2/3rds of  the amount of  your govern-
ment CSRS pension, which will likely 
eliminate any spousal benefit you are en-
titled to except the so-called “death ben-
efit,” which is a one-time lump sum $255 
benefit paid to a surviving spouse).  

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff  are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.  

Lori, a reader of the column, wrote in 
with this question for the Garden Lady: “I 
put my garlic cloves in three weeks ago and 
they have sprouted! The variety is a German 
White hardneck. Will they come back in the 
spring?”

Thank you for your question!  It is not un-
common for garlic to send up shoots when 
fall weather is warmer than normal, much 
like ours has has been.  

Typically, the shoots survive the winter 
just fine, and will resume growth come spring 
time. To be on the safe side, I would mulch 
around your plants with straw or chopped up 
leaves to provide some insulation.  

Once spring arrives, pull back the mulch 
and provide some fertilizer that is nitrogen 
rich to give the shoots a boost. A sprinkling 
of blood meal, fish emulsion, or composted 
manure would all do the trick.  

Push the mulch back in place; it will help 
to keep weeds down. Garlic hates competi-
tion in this arena.  

Early on, ample water and nutrients make 
the big fists of garlic we all want to see at har-
vest.

Hardneck garlic is typically the garlic 
grown in our area. Unlike softneck garlic, 
it needs the cold to complete it’s life cycle. It 
has fewer, but larger cloves.  

Cloves from hardneck garlic are more 
pungent than softneck, but don’t last quite 
as long in storage. Softneck don’t grow stiff  
scapes as stems but have leaves that at harvest 
can be braided together to make a nice kitch-
en decoration.  

Often you will see these garlic braids for 
sale at craft shows or in catalogs.  

Michele, who gardens in Ware, has a ques-
tion about tidying up her hydrangea bushes.  

“The flowers at the tips of the branches of 
my blue hydrangea bushes have all browned 
and look unappealing. Some of the leaves are 
hanging on too. Altogether it’s not a pretty 
sight. Can I cut down the branches to the 
ground? In effect, cleaning up the plant by 
the easiest way possible? It will sprout again 
when spring arrives, of that I’m sure.”

I know exactly what you are talking about. 
From where I am writing, I can see my own 
hydrangea and it looks just as “pretty” as 
yours sounds!  

Rest assured that the leaves will fall off. 
The flowers, on the other hand, will stick 
around awhile.  Wind and wet weather will 
eventually cause them to degrade and fall 
away from the plant.  

If  you don’t want to wait that long, feel 
free to cut the flower heads, and just the 
flower heads off.  You see, most hydrangeas 
bloom on old wood.  

Newer varieties – those bred in the last 20 
years or so, often bloom on both new wood 
and old wood, so you’d never really want to 
cut them all the way down because you would 
be missing out on an opportunity for flowers 
to form. In case you don’t follow my logic, 
flowers can form on the new growth the plant 
puts out in the spring, and the old growth 
from the previous year.  Lots of gardeners 
remarked about what an amazing year it was 
for hydrangeas.  So many flowers! 

We attribute that to a mild winter last year 
and ample rainfall. I’m uncertain what the 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The last of the 
autumn questions 
for the Garden Lady

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

Retiree asks about his Social Security

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Function 
Space 

 Available

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

BLACK FRIDAY
Gift Card Deals Available

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

Saturday & Sunday, December 14th & 15th • 12-5pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED FOR SEATING IN RESTAURANT. 

Vendor applications – cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com

Join us for a  
  weekend of Christmas Joy

SANTA 
ARRIVING 
AT 1 P.M.

FREE PHOTOS 
WITH SANTA, 

HAY RIDES, 
40+ VENDORS, 

COOKIE 
DECORATING 

& CRAFTS

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Julie Midura
Guest Column

After months of anticipation and weeks of plan-
ning, we were finally on our way to western North 
Carolina to begin our 200-mile backpacking trip on 
the Appalachian Trail. 

Our backcountry permits were safely stashed in 
our backpacks for the first 70 miles of trail that weave 
through the Great Smoky Mountains, and the resupply 
packages we had mailed to several trail towns would 
be waiting for us in some of the hostels and outfitters 
as we made our way north. 

After the 800 mile drive from our home in Massa-
chusetts, we dropped our car off at Mountain Har-
bour Hostel in Roan Mountain, Tennessee, where my 
sister met us so that she could shuttle us to Fontana 
Dam in North Carolina – the starting point of our 17-
day backpacking trip. Our SUV would be waiting for 
us at the hostel. 

At least, that was the plan. 
But on Thursday evening, Sept. 26, just a few hours 

after arriving in Tennessee, we received an urgent email 
from Great Smoky Mountain headquarters imploring 
us to postpone our hike. 

The hurricane that barreled into Florida was con-
tinuing inland without breaking stride…and was 
heading straight for the Southern Appalachians. Tom 
and I would be hiking right smack in the middle of it. 

We considered delaying the start of our hike to 
Sunday, but the Appalachian Trail Conservancy soon 
issued a statement that the trail should be considered 
closed to hiking from the southern terminus in Geor-
gia all the way to Rockfish Gap, Virginia. 860 miles of 
trail. This closure was unprecedented. 

The unrelenting rain that fell – upwards of 30 inch-
es in some areas – was creating perilous conditions in 
the mountains. Landslides were imminent and trees 
were falling like toothpicks. 

As the mountains became overrun with moisture, 
historic amounts of water rushed down the creeks and 
into the rivers, which resulted in the highest river levels 
ever observed across the region. 

The monumental force of the flood waters wid-
ened the rivers beyond what the riverbanks could con-

tain, rerouting the water directly into the towns. The 
angry water carved a path deeply into the earth and 
swallowed everything in its path, including trees, cars, 
homes and highways. 

Tractor trailers were picked up by the catastroph-
ic flooding and crushed like matchbox cars. Highways 
were washed away, concrete bridges collapsed and en-
tire towns were underwater. Hundreds of lives were 
lost. 

What remained were towns, homes and businesses 
buried in mud and looking more like war zones. The 
magnitude of the storm has made Hurricane Helene 

one of the most impactful weather events the Appala-
chians has ever seen.

Thankfully, Tom and I were taken in by family 
members who live in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, which 
was spared significant damage. While there, we learned 
that all roads into Roan Mountain – where we had left 
our SUV – were inaccessible. 

Power and cell service were nonexistent. We looked 
on the hostel’s Facebook page to see if  there were any 
updates on how they had fared, and were shocked to 
see a video taken by the owners during the height of 
the storm. 

The entire property we had dropped our car off just 
three days prior had become unrecognizable. What 
was once a gravel parking lot was now a raging river. 
We watched the video as our SUV was inundated by 
the flood waters. 

But we are the lucky ones. Had we already been on 
the trail when the storm hit, it could have easily been 
our lives we lost and not simply our car.

A few days later, we rented a car and began the long 
drive home, feeling heartbroken. Our heartbreak had 
nothing to do with our flooded SUV. 

Little to do with the lost backpacking trip that we 
had been looking forward to for so long. Rather, it had 
everything to do with the devastation we witnessed 
and the people who had lost homes, livelihoods and 
loved ones.

We arrived back home two weeks earlier than we 
planned to, and went through the motions of unpack-
ing, doing laundry and going through the mail, all 
while feeling as though we were in a fog. 

Tom shared that it felt strange to be back home so 
soon. Like we weren’t supposed to be there. 

Both of us were experiencing the kind of sadness 
that creeps into your bones and settles there. 

So we took a day to regroup, then crammed our 
overnight backpacks and hiking gear into our tiny 
2010 Honda Fit with 200,000 miles on the odome-
ter, and headed to the White Mountains of NH. We 
prayed that our beat up old car would make it through 
the rough and rutted dirt roads that lead to some of 
the trailheads. 

When we reached the trailhead at 5 p.m., we threw 
our heavy packs over our shoulders and headed into 
the woods to find a place to set up our tent for the 
night. It was our hope that spending a few days away 
from it all would allow us to process the devastation we 
saw in Tennessee and North Carolina. 

We spent the next few days walking the trails, climb-
ing the mountains and inhaling serenity in the wild 
places of New Hampshire. As we gazed out at the vast 
Pemigewasset Wilderness from a rock ledge on Zea-
cliff  while waiting for the sun to set, it truly felt like a 
balm for our souls. 

See you in the wild places, my friends! 

Hurricane Helene in the Southern Appalachians

Julie and Tom embarked on a 200-mile backpacking trip on the Appa-
lachian Trail prior to the arrival of Hurricane Helene. SUBMITTED PHOTO

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

droughty fall will do, if  anything, to next year’s show. 
I also wonder if  hydrangeas put on a banner year 

one year, if  the following year will be sparser because 
they are in recovery mode?  I know it happens that 
way for fruit trees, my Asian pears for example, but 
not certain if  it works the same way with flowering 
shrubs. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 33 years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject line.  
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

intendent,” Board of Selectmen Clerk 
Vaughn Schlegel said at the Nov. 19 
meeting. “He’s been there for quite a 
while now, he knows the ins and outs, he 
knows everybody that works there, and 
he’s really been getting a lot of projects 
rolling and I’m happy to see that and I 
know a lot of people in town are too.”

Board of Selectmen Chair Jason Pe-
traitis said Morgan went into the inter-
im position with “quite a lot of enthu-
siasm,” and has done an excellent job.

Morgan thanked the board for the 
opportunity and accepted the perma-
nent position.

STM warrant
A special town meeting will be held 

on Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at the 
North Brookfield Senior Center, 29 For-
est St. 

There are four articles on the war-
rant: Article 1, to see if  the town will 
vote to rescind a portion of the vote of 
the Nov. 15, 2024, special town meeting, 
Article 1, that raised and appropriated 
$66,564 to Group Health; Article 2, to 
see if  the town will vote to transfer the 
sum of $7,180 from Fire Assistant Chief 
Salary to Fire Supplies; Article 3, to see 
if  the town will vote to transfer the sum 
of $7,000 from Police Career Incentive 
to Police Overtime; and Article 4, to see 
if  the town will vote to transfer the sum 
of $100,000 from Stabilization to Capi-
tal Stabilization.

Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre said the Capital Improvement 
Planning Committee made the request 
to include Article 4 on the warrant, but 
that it is up to the board to include it 
now or wait until the spring town meet-
ing.

Schlegel moved to approve the war-
rant without Article 4, and wait until 
the spring town meeting when the town 
would have a better idea of what the fis-
cal year 2026 budget will look like. 

Jamie Gilman, chair of the Capital 
Improvement Planning Committee, said 
its members are trying to get ahead of 
any capital spending requests that may 
come before them in the future. He said 
they have not received any requests at 
this time.

“It’s not a matter of ‘if,’ it’s of matter 
of ‘when,’” Gilman said. 

Barre said there is slightly over $1 mil-
lion in the town’s Stabilization account. 
The Capital Stabilization account has 
just over $100,000 in it currently. 

Schlegel’s motion failed to pass and 
after further discussion, Canada moved 
to approve Article 4, but reduced the 
amount requested to $50,000.

The board voted unanimously to ap-
prove the special town meeting warrant 
with the amended article. 

First Night event
Parks and Recreation Committee 

Chair Brandon Avery said they did 
not have enough time to organize the 
Thanksgiving 5K run/walk this year, 
but they are focusing on First Night ac-
tivities to be held on Tuesday, Dec. 31 in 
the early afternoon or evening.

The First Night event will be held in 
the downtown area and will offer fami-
ly-friendly activities.

“We’ll have more details when we see 
who we can get involved,” he said. “We 
certainly look for involvement from the 
community…or anybody who wants to 
jump in and make suggestions to have 
some sort of activity and help out.”

Tax classification hearing
Board of Assessors Chair Sheila Buz-

zell said the town’s residential taxpayers 
make up 87% of the town’s tax base and 
she recommended the board keep its 
single tax rate. She said the commercial 
and industrial taxpayers would pay a 
much higher rate if  the town adopted a 
split tax rate.

The board voted to retain a single tax 
rate for the coming year.

Buzzell said the tax rate will be deter-
mined in the coming weeks.

Resignation
The board accepted Patrick Gus-

tafson’s resignation from the Capital 
Improvement Planning Committee. His 
position, along with two alternate posi-
tions, will be posted and interested res-
idents can submit letters of interest to 
seek appointments.

FY 26 budgeting calendar
The board approved a draft letter 

detailing the fiscal year 2026 budgeting 
calendar to be sent to all town depart-
ments. 

Tree removal bids
Morgan said he received three bids 

for tree removal on the Water Depart-
ment property. The low bid for the proj-
ect was from Jim Rust and will be paid 
from available American Rescue Plan 
Act funds. 
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the decision to approve Article 4 as it 
pertains what the town needs moving 
forward. Von Bleicken believes this 
purchase of a firetruck is a need for the 
town and its fire department.

“We want to spend our money wise-
ly,” von Bleicken said. 

More about the firetruck article was 
explained by Fire Chief Rich Lapierre. 
Lapierre would then discuss the pur-
pose of Article 4 and the current con-
ditions of the fire department and its 
equipment. 

The biggest barrier the fire depart-
ment has is one of the engine replace-
ments. One of their fire engines is 31 
years old. As for mechanics, the de-
partment has no certified mechanic to 
help with the upkeep of the engine. 

Lapierre believes upgrading their 
equipment including the fire engine is 
essential for the department and the 
Town. 

“Best to serve the community,” 
Lapierre said. 

In the presentation, the Fire Chief 
explained how the age of their equip-
ment is much older compared to other 
nearby communities. Lapierre said the 
number one goal is safety and the fire 
department want to do their job the 
best they can. 

However, the fire engine they have 
is not up to the safety standards. The 
engine has not passed a pump test in 
years. 

“We have to get to the point where 
we can take care of our community,” 

Lapierre said.
The department has priced out a lot 

of trucks and have looked online for 
the best possible option. New and pre-
owned trucks have come up and the fire 
department has come up with a solu-
tion to help pay for the fire engine that 
they need that best serves the town. 

Lapierre explained that the town 
wants to use the Fire Truck Stabiliza-
tion Account and use $162,000 in ad-
dition to borrowing the $510,000, the 
town will be able to have the fire truck 
paid off in 10 years. 

Earlier in the meeting, the town 
voted and approved Article 3, which 
was to transfer a sum of money from 
the Fire Truck Stabilization Account 
to assist in providing funding for the 
purchase of fire engine #1 pump re-
placement. The purpose of this article 
is to utilize funds in the Fire Stabili-
zation Account to offset the costs of 
borrowing for the purchase of the new 
fire engine. 

The vote on Article 4 would pass by 
way of a two-thirds majority vote, but 
the decision will not be official until 
the next annual town meeting, which 
will be held in May. The article would 
have to be passed twice. 

Article 1
The first article for the Special Town 

Meeting was proposed by the Board of 
Selectmen. The article was for supple-
mental appropriations. 

The purpose of this article is to 
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supplement line items in the current fiscal 
year’s budget to fund a number of addi-
tional expenses associated with various 
town departments. The sum of money in-
volved in this article total $12,750.

The article passed.

Article 2
Article 2 was for a transfer to the Fire 

Truck Stabilization Account. The Town 
would vote to transfer the sum of $45,750 
to the Fire Truck Stabilization Account. 

The purpose of this article is to return 
these funds voted under Article 6 of the 
June 6, 2023 Special Town Meeting. 

Lapierre explained that this money will 
be saved just in case the town was award-
ed a grant. The article also read that this 
amount would be transferred from the 
account for the 5% grant match towards 
a new pumper/tanker truck, contingent 
upon receiving the FY 2022 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant. 

The voter approved Article 2. 

HARDWICK – Weir River Jazz 
will present “Frosty’s Favorites,” a big 
band concert in the sanctuary of the 
Stone Church Cultural Center, 283 
Main St. (Route 32) in Gilbertville on 
Sunday, Dec. 1, at 2 p.m. 

Come join the musicians to hear 
the great sounds of a traditional Big 
Band playing your favorite seasonal 

melodies. This concert is open to the 
public and there is no charge for ad-
mission. 

This concert is sponsored in part 
by the Mass Cultural Council and 
Country Bank for Savings. Donations 
to the Friends of the Stone Church 
are always appreciated.

HARDWICK – The South Barre 
Rod and Gun Club, 2626 Barre Road 
(Route 32), will host the annual Stuff a 
Cruiser event to benefit the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Department’s 
Christmas for Kids Program on Sunday, 
Dec. 8 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

This event helps give kids in the 
Hardwick and New Braintree commu-
nities a wonderful Christmas holiday. 

NEW BRAINTREE – The New 
Braintree Holiday Festival will be held 
on Sunday, Dec. 1 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at 20 Memorial Drive.

There will be activities, wagon rides, 
hot chocolate, tree lighting, visit with 
Santa, an open house at the Historical 
Society and more. 

Holiday Festival 
and tree lighting 
this Sunday

Annual Stuff a Cruiser 
toy drive is Dec. 8

Weir River Jazz performs 
‘Frosty’s Favorites” Dec. 1
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NEW BRAINTREE  – The New 
Braintree Public Library, 45 Memo-
rial Drive, is offering a Story Time 
program for preschoolers on Mon-
day, Dec. 2 beginning at 9 a.m.   

The program’s focus is on the com-
ing winter season with readings from 
Eric Carle. The readings will include 

“The Very Hungry Caterpillar’s First 
Winter” and “Dream Snow.” 

This reading and crafts program is 
held at the library. Parental supervi-
sion is required. 

People may call the library at 508-
867-7650 during regular business 
hours for more information.  

New Braintree Library to 
hold Story Time

BOSTON – A researcher at VA 
Boston, Boston University Chobanian 
& Avedisian School of Medicine and 
Boston Medical Center helped devel-
op alternative lung cancer screening 
criteria to identify people who would 
benefit significantly from screening, 
but are excluded by current criteria, 
according to research published Aug. 
20, in “Annals of Internal Medicine”.

“We found these high-benefit 
groups include those who smoked for 
a long duration, but at a lower inten-
sity, those with heavy smoking who 
quit more than 15 years ago, and those 
from some racial and ethnic minori-
ty groups,” said Dr. Lauren Kearney, 
lead author of the study, research fel-
low at VA Boston’s Center for Health-
care Organization & Implementation 
Research, pulmonary and critical care 
fellow at Boston Medical Center, and 
instructor at Boston University Cho-
banian & Avedisian School of Medi-
cine.

Researchers used responses to the 
National Health Interview Survey 
from more than 58 million smoking 
adults from 1997 to 2018, to study 
whether alternative criteria could bet-
ter identify high-benefit persons and 
whom this would include. They used 
fast and frugal tee al-
gorithms to develop an 
alternative set of simple 
criteria. 

The researchers then 
compared the alternative 
criteria with U.S. Pre-
ventative Services Task 
Force, or USPSTF, crite-
ria, evaluating their abili-
ty to identify high-benefit 
people. They also looked 
for where the selected 
populations overlapped 
and where the alternative 

criteria overcame USPSTF criteria 
limitations.

Results suggest that the alternative 
criteria have higher sensitivity and 
specificity in identifying high-bene-
fit people, and is substantially more 
sensitive in identifying high-benefit 
people in racial and ethnic minority 
populations than the USPSTF crite-
ria. Analysis showed inequity in cur-
rent USPSTF criteria, which has poor 
sensitivity for identifying high-benefit 
Black people for lung cancer screen-
ing. 

The researchers also believe that, 
beyond the lung cancer screening con-
text, their approach could be useful for 
other cancer screening and prevention 
modalities.

“The alternative criteria produced 
more effective screening, led to better 
support of ethical risk management, 
and substantially reduced racial dis-
parities in lung cancer screening el-
igibility,” explained Kearney. “The 
alternative criteria are also easy to re-
member and represent a feasible way 
to improve current lung cancer screen-
ing eligibility criteria.”

The research is available at https://
www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/
M23-3250.

Alternative criteria for 
lung cancer screening

If you are adding or changing your 
Medicare or Healthcare.gov coverage 
during open enrollment, watch out for 
unsolicited calls claiming to “help” you 
find the best deal. 

Unfortunately, scammers see this 
open enrollment period as a chance to 
trick people out of money and personal 
information. 

Open enrollment for Medicare runs 
from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7; Medicare 
Advantage open enrollment is from Jan. 
1 to March 31 or within three months of 
getting Medicare; Heathcare.gov open 
enrollment begins Nov. 1 with Dec. 15 
as the last day to enroll or change plans 
for coverage starting Jan. 1, and Jan. 
15 as the last day to enroll for coverage 
starting Feb. 1. 

How this scam works
The Better Business Bureau Scam 

Tracker frequently receives reports of 
scam calls and texts pretending to be 
from Medicare. 

In one report, the target reported 
that a caller pretended to be an agent 
“asking if  I got a new updated Medi-
care card in the mail. He then verified 
my name and mailing address. Then he 
wanted me to get my old card and read 
off info to him, such as the date on the 
lower right side of the card. When he 
asked me to read my card number, I told 
him I cannot.”

Another consumer reported being 
targeted through a text message and 
shared the following: “I received a text 
saying that my health benefits were 
about to expire, and I needed to call the 
number to renew. Then, the representa-
tive told me I had to pay, and my bank 
had to verify with them…That’s when I 
knew it was a scam.”

If you stay on the line, these callers 
allege they can enroll you in a better 
plan than what you currently have, ac-
cording to Scam Tracker reports. 

This new plan is cheaper, and you 
can keep all the same services. To get 
started, all you need to do is provide 

some personal information, such as 
your Medicare ID number and your So-
cial Security number.

No matter how good the deal sounds 
and how convincing the caller seems, 
don’t do it. The call is a scam, and shar-
ing personal information will expose 
you to identity theft. 

How to avoid similar scams
Be wary of anyone who contacts you 

out of the blue. Healthcare.gov and 
Medicare provide legitimate help for 
determining which plan is right for you. 

These people – sometimes called 
Navigators or Assisters – cannot charge 
for their support. If  someone asks you 
for payment, it’s a scam. 

You will also need to contact them 
on your own. They will not call you first. 

Be wary of free gifts and “health 
screenings.” Keep a healthy level of 
skepticism any time a broker offers you 
free gifts or other special deals. 

Never sign up with a broker who of-
fers you an expensive sign-up gift in ex-
change for providing your Medicare ID 
number or additional personally identi-
fiable information. Other times, brokers 
offer free “health screenings” to weed 
out people who are less healthy. 

This technique is called “cherry pick-
ing” and is against Medicare rules.

Guard your government-issued num-
bers. Never offer your Medicare ID 
number, Social Security number, health 
plan info, or banking information to 
anyone you don’t know.

Go directly to official websites. If  you 
want to make changes to your health-
care plan, go directly to Medicare.gov, 
Healthcare.gov, or your employer’s 
health insurance provider. Don’t click 
on links in suspicious messages. 

Contact your employer directly. If  
you receive an unexpected email about 
benefits policies, ask your employer 
about it before you click on anything to 
make sure it’s legitimate. 

Find more consumer tips at BBB.org.

Beware of health care cons 
during open enrollment

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.
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of Superintendent Tim McCormick.
McCormick said the school district’s 

food pantries have benefited from the 
collaborative to ensure that students 
have access to food, and that donations 
for the schools’ pantries are always ac-
cepted from the community both after 
and during school hours. Monetary do-
nations can also be sent to the school 
district and donations can remain anon-
ymous. 

Area farms and restaurants have 
also provided fresh produce and baked 
goods to the collaborative to distribute, 
and freshly cooked meals to deliver to 
the town’s senior citizens. Two local 
restaurants generously donate up to 70 
meals each Wednesday to senior citi-
zens.

Connect Restaurant, which opened 
its second location in North Brookfield 
this summer, offers senior citizens six 
different dinner options to choose from.

Farrington said the senior citizens 
often can get more than one meal out 
of these weekly dinners, and even share 
them with their neighbors.

She said the senior citizens have ex-
pressed their appreciation for these din-
ners, saying they are getting to enjoy 
“real people food.” 

“It shows how hard food security is 
for the community and beyond,” Far-
rington said.

In just a short time, the collaborative 
has been able to form a network of vol-
unteers and donors to ensure that no-

body goes without access to nutritious 
food.

“It’s really wonderful just having ev-
erything coming together,” Farrington 
said. 

Food is distributed to the senior 
housing complexes in town each Thurs-
day, and Farrington said the complexes’ 
residents have helped make the process 
smooth and efficient, even helping to set 
up tables and break down empty card-
board boxes.

“It’s like an assembly line,” Far-
rington said.

Farrington said these weekly visits 
have helped the collaborative volunteers 
form relationships with the senior citi-
zens, who eagerly await the donation 
truck to offer their help.

“They’re proud now,” Farrington 
said of the senior citizens. “It gives them 
a purpose. The whole community has 
just come together.”

The collaborative is working with 
area churches, including the First Con-
gregational Church of North Brook-
field, to reach more people in need. The 
collaborative has also teamed up with 
the day program from the Seven Hills 
Foundation in Worcester to provide 
prepared Thanksgiving meals for the 
homeless.

Anyone who would like to help the 
collaborative fight food insecurity, 
can mail donations to Coalition for a 
Healthy North Brookfield, P.O. Box 98, 
North Brookfield, MA 01535.

Students and staff from North Brookfield Junior Senior High School helped carry turkeys to be delivered. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Thanksgiving bags filled with side dishes and pecan pies accompanied the turkeys.
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Volunteers unload turkeys from the donation truck. Volunteers smiled while sorting the donated food.

- sturbridge -

STURBRIDGE – The Fed-
erated Church of Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale will hold its annual 
Holly Berry Fair on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in the 
church’s Fellowship Hall at 8 
Maple St.

Holly Berry Fair co-chairs, 
Nancy Castendyk and Jan-
et-Rae Sinanian say this year’s 
fair promises to deliver some-
thing for everyone on your holi-
day shopping list. 

“We’ve assembled quite an 
assortment of really unique 
and interesting artists this year,” 
says Castendyk. “This popular 
fair will offer something for ev-
eryone, from hand-crafted pot-
tery to folk art and hand-knit-
ted items, and Koinonia, the 
Federated Church women’s 
group will also be offering a va-

riety of baked goods and other 
items for sale.”

Featured local artisans in-
clude Penny Adams (Violet 
Hummingbird), Charles Batter-
by (Sunset Leatherworks), Ben-
jamin Brigham (Brigham Craft-
ing), Nancy Castendyk (The 
Penny Wooden Doll), Bonnie 
Fancy (Fancy Knits), Collette 
Gage (Emma’s Acres Alpacas), 
and Kimberly Hachey (Simply 
Soaps).

The fair will also feature 
Roger Hall (My Shop), Gary 
Jesz (G&J Woodworking), Koi-
nonia (Handicrafts), Nartarsha 
Lester (Beads by Tea), Barbara 
L’heureux (Pen & Ink Draw-
ings), Janet Rae-Sinanian (T & 
Roses), Debra Rooney (Mak-
ing Memories), Shree Weaver 
(Shree’s Handmade Pottery), 

and Dee Wilson (Handmade by 
Dee).

For additional information 
about the Holly Berry Fair or 
other upcoming events, please 
visit the Church website at 
sturfed.org, visit the Church’s 
Facebook page @Federated-
ChurchSturbridgeFiskdale, or 
contact the Church office by 
calling 774-304-1021 or email-
ing churchoffice@sturfed.org.

The Federated Church of 
Sturbridge & Fiskdale joyful-
ly celebrates Christ’s presence 
and God’s grace in our lives. 
Members of the community are 
welcome and invited to join in 
worship on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. Services are also live-
streamed on the church’s Face-
book page.

STURBRIDGE – The Federated Church of Stur-
bridge and Fiskdale will host this year’s annual Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 7 p.m. 

All members of the community, regardless of faith, are 
invited to attend this special service, according to Federated 
Church Pastor Rev. David Cote.

This year’s participating churches include Holy Trinity 
Church, Southbridge; Elm Street Congregational Church 
UCC, Southbridge; Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Stur-
bridge; First United Methodist Church, Southbridge; and 
St. Anne/St. Patrick Catholic Church, Fiskdale. Together, 
they will join in a collaborative service to give thanks for 
the blessings of the past year and to encourage a sense of 
community through shared worship.

According to Cote, pastor of the Federated Church, 
“The Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service gives us a chance 
to reflect on the blessings we share and to celebrate the uni-
ty that ties us all together. This service is a great example of 
how faith can go beyond individual churches, bringing us 
together as one grateful and grace-filled community.”

For more information about the event, please visit the 
church website at sturfed.org or contact the church office 
by calling 774-304-1021 or by emailing churchoffice@
sturfed.org.

Federated Church announces 
Holly Berry Fair vendors

Federated Church announces 
holiday service schedule
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WARREN – 
Earlier this month, 
Quaboag girls soccer 
suffered from a long 
layoff as they were 
shut out in their only 
state playoff game. 
The Cougars faced 
Granby and lost 2-0 
on Nov. 6. Granby 
would advance in the 
tournament while 
Quaboag’s season 
ended with a 7-10-1 
record. The Cougars 
did face Granby in 
an independent game 
near the end of the 
regular season, fall-
ing 1-0.

Cougars fall in state tournament

Brielle Gerulaitis clears the ball ahead of pressure. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Lauren Grover heads the ball forward.
Olive Moulton heads the ball into the offensive end of 
the field. Maddie Potvin tries to get to the ball before an opponent.

Madelyn Bagg heads toward the right sideline as she crosses midfield.

UXBRIDGE – On Saturday, Nov. 9, 
the Quabbin Regional High School field 
hockey team traveled to Uxbridge for the 
quarterfinals of the Division 4 state tour-
nament. Unfortunately, the Panthers were 
facing the defending three-time state cham-
pions. Uxbridge didn’t disappoint, winning 
a 6-0 decision on a sun-splashed morning 
on their high school turf. Quabbin’s season 
finished with an overall record of 10-9-2.

Deep playoff run for Quabbin ends in quarterfinals

Maria Hamm passes up the field. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI Ellie Poulin fights to stay in possession.

Haley Ayer passes up to Maria Hamm.

Veanna Salvadore attempts to clear the ball away.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—After falling behind early 
in a non-playoff loss at Marlborough 
High School six days earlier, Quabbin 
football coach Wayne Page certainly 
didn’t want to see a repeat performance 
in the final home game of the season.

The Panthers, who built a 24-0 half-
time lead, coasted to a 48-20 victo-
ry over the North Middlesex Patriots 
in another non-playoff game held at 
Alumni Field, last Thursday night.

“We didn’t start out very well in last 
week’s game at Marlborough and they 
took it to us,” Page said. “We really 
wanted to start a lot faster in tonight’s 
game. We took control of the game 
early in the first quarter, and we never 
took our foot off the gas until late in the 
fourth quarter.”

It was the first meeting on the grid-
iron between the two teams since the 
Panthers squeaked out a 40-35 road vic-
tory during the 2016 season.

Last Thursday’s home win improved 
the Panthers season record to 7-3, which 
tied the 2016 squad for the most wins in 
the history of the football program.

“These kids have worked very hard, 
and they deserve to have this record,” 
Page said. “I’m very proud of them.” 

Quabbin senior Bryce Venne set the 
tone by returning the game’s opening 
kickoff to the Patriots 14-yard line. 

Following two short runs by 
senior Luke Salva-
dore and junior 
Chase Talbot, se-
nior quarterback 
Jaxon Warbur-
ton called his own 

number in the huddle. He scrambled 11 
yards up the middle into the end zone 
less than two minutes into the opening 
quarter. 

Salvadore made the score 8-0 by 
scoring another rushing touchdown on 
the two-point conversion play. 

The Panthers offense got the ball 
right back when Venne recovered a fum-
ble on a lateral pass at the Patriots 36.

Eleven plays later, Salvadore plowed 
his way into the endzone on a fourth 
and goal play from the two with 3:33 left 
in the opening quarter. Warburton also 
ran into the endzone on the conversion 
play. 

Quabbin entered the second stanza 
holding a 16-0 lead.   

Following another fumble re-
covery by senior Ryan Wreschin-

sky, Talbot scored the Panthers 
third rushing touchdown of 
the game following a 68-yard 

scamper with 11:29 remaining in 
the first half. 

Salvadore scored again on the 
conversion play.

The Patriots offense did 
move the ball down to 

the Panthers six-yard 

line before back-to-back 15-yard per-
sonal foul penalties pushed them back 
30 yards. That drive ended following a 
34-yard missed field goal.

After Quabbin was forced to punt for 
the first time, Talbot intercepted a pass, 
and he returned it about 20 yards to the 
Panthers 38.

The home team failed to score during 
that series, and they held a 24-0 halftime 
lead.

The visitors from Townsend did get 
on the scoreboard when senior John 
Kelley returned the second half kick-
off 70 yards down the left sideline for a 
touchdown.

Any hopes that the Patriots might 
have had about making a comeback 
didn’t last very long. 

With 9:30 remaining in the third 
quarter, the Panthers took a 32-6 lead 
when Salvadore sprinted into the end-
zone on a 29-yard run. Warburton 
scored on the conversion play.

Then Quabbin junior Wes Sanderson 
intercepted a pass and returned it 25 
yards for his team’s fifth touchdown of 
the game. He also caught a shuttle pass 
on the two-point play for another TD. 

“We probably don’t win tonight’s 

game without the turnovers. I thought 
the defense played an awesome game,” 
Page said. “Coach (Mike) Besaw did a 
very good job of putting together a very 
good defensive game plan.”

While Besaw is the Panthers defen-
sive coordinator, Page, who was a quar-
terback at Grafton High School, calls 
the offensive plays.     

Another key defensive player for 
Quabbin is senior Cole Wilson, who has 
made more than 80 tackles this season 
which broke the team record.

Late in the third quarter, North Mid-
dlesex sophomore QB Colin Taylor 
completed a 3-yard touchdown pass to 
senior Brady Reardon. The duo hooked 
up again for another touchdown late in 
the fourth quarter.

Quabbin’s final touchdown of the 
game was a 34-yard run by Warburton 
with 7:27 left in regulation.

Because the Panthers were leading by 
34 points at the point, the scoreboard 
clock was kept running the rest of the 
game.

The Panthers will be looking to 
break the school record for wins in a 
season when they travel to Gardner 
High School on Thanksgiving morning. 

Offense scores big in Week 10 win over North Middlesex

Jaxon Warburton shovels a pass to Wes Sanderson. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Luke Salvadore attempts a run for the Panthers. The offensive line blocks for Quabbin.

Bryce Venne returns the ball on a kickoff.

Jaxon Warburton 
launches a long 
pass attempt.
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SOUTH HADLEY – In non-
playoff action for Week 10, South 
Hadley football defeated Pathfind-
er 27-9. The Pioneers would actu-
ally score first with an Anthony 
Arventos 15-yard run. In between 
that score and a safety in the third 
quarter, South Hadley scored 27 
points. Julius Hebenth had two 
touchdown runs for the Tigers. 
Chase Pecia and Lincoln Belsky 
also had scores. South Hadley 
faced Holyoke on Thanksgiving 
while Pathfinder hosted Belcher-
town.

Pioneers fall to South Hadley

Tyler Rondeau heads on a run. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brandyn Wilson makes a block for the Pioneers. Jarrett Skowyra heads toward the sideline 
while carrying the ball.

Jacob Kokoski goes for a tackle.

Anthony Arventos 
scrambles around 

looking for an open 
teammate.

Subhead: Minnechaug, Monson 
unaffected by appeals

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Minnechaug Regional High School and 
Monson High School filed injunctions at the be-
ginning of the month with the Hampden Court 
Superior Court.

The schools were appealing a ruling from the 
MIAA that forced the schools to take forfeits 
for Western Mass. tournament games because 
of a procedural issue that was not followed by 
Minnechaug, Monson, Pathfinder Regional, 
and several other schools in the region.

According to information sent by the MIAA 
to member schools, they were supposed to input 
games to their schedule on the Arbiter website 
used to track results and formulate tournament 
data.

Those games, which were not yet known 
due to the how the schedule is structured, were 
simply supposed to feature the school and op-
ponents TBA (to be announced). Those fillers 
in the schedule would eventually be filled with 
Western Mass. tournament games, or nonplay-
off games if  teams did not qualify.

Those filler games were supposed to be on 
team schedules by mid-September. Because 
the procedure was not followed, the MIAA im-
posed forfeits on the schools that did not follow 
the rule. Under the MIAA’s ruling, Minnechaug 
and Monson, which had soccer teams in the 
Western Mass. tournaments, would have to take 

losses affecting their standing for the state tour-
nament. If the schools won, they were still able 
to advance in the tournaments. Monson girls 
soccer reached the Western Mass. finals. Path-
finder boys soccer did as well. Minnechaug girls 
soccer made it to the semifinals.

An injunction was filed by Monson and 
Minnechaug, seeking to not have the athletes 
punished for an administrative issue. Judge Tra-
cy Duncan granted the injunction, and both 
schools had their forfeits changed to whatever 
their actual results were.

Minnechaug boys soccer benefited the most 
from the change, securing the No. 5 seed in the 
Division 2 state tournament. The changes had 
the ability to affect schools such as Agawam, 
Ludlow, Holyoke, and Chicopee Comprehen-
sive in Division 2. Monson’s injunction affected 
seedings for schools such as Granby, Quaboag, 
Palmer, and Pathfinder.

Pathfinder did not appeal to a court, and was 
defeated on the road in the first round of the 
tournament.

The injunctions also led to delays in the state 
tournament starting in the case of field hockey 
and girls volleyball.

Northampton and Pioneer Valley Region-
al also won injunctions, though the MIAA is 
appealing those rulings. They are appealing 
despite the fact the tournaments have already 
concluded. The MIAA is not commenting on 
the court cases.

No schools from Western Massachusetts 
made it to the state finals in boys soccer, girls 
soccer, or field hockey.

MIAA seeks to throw out judge’s decision

PORTLAND, ME  – Worcester was outshot in a 
fateful and fatal first period, 21-1, and outscored by 
the Maine Mariner 4-0, on the way to a 5-2 defeat. 

Lincoln Hatten and Cole Donhauser had the Rail-
ers goals. It was the first ECHL goal for Hatten, the 
first in a Worcester uniform for Donhauser. It was also 
shorthanded.

Drew Bavaro, Patrick Guay, Bennett Stockdale, 
Wyllum Deveaux and Evan Vierling had the Portland 
goals. Former Railers forward Jimmy Lambert had 
three assists for the winners.

Hatten scored from in close at 3:35 of the second 
period to make it a 4-1 game, Donhauser assisting. 
Donhauser scored unassisted with a wrist shot from 
the right wing at 19:29 of the third period to make it 
5-2. He was plus-2 for the night.

Henrik Tikkanen made 33 saves for Worcester. 
Ryan Bischel had 27 for the Mariners.

Bavaro opened the scoring with a power play goal 
at 6:30 of the first period, just before the Railers would 
have gotten Jordan Kaplan out of the penalty box. He 
snapped a 40-foot wrist home from above the circles.

Guay made it 2-0 at 9:02. He finished off a 2 on 
1 break, converting a pass from Lambert. Stockdale 
scored a little more than a minute later with a shot 
from the left circle. Deveaux scored on a deflection at 
16:23 to make it 4-0 on the scoreboard.

The Railers actually won the last 40 minutes, 2-1. 
Vierling had the only Maine goal in that span, scor-
ing on the power play at 16:40 of the third period, but 
there was no way Worcester could climb out of its ear-
ly hole.

Tough start hurts Railers in loss
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Turley Editorial 
Coverage Policies

CALENDAR 

 This section is intended to promote “free” events or ones that 
directly affect a volunteer-driven organization that benefits the 
entire community. Paid events that are not deemed fund-raisers or 
benefits do not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the pub-
lic for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid advertising. 
Deadlines vary with each individual newspaper, look inside for 
your deadline. We usually print one week in advance of an event, 
and the listings should be brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation, and contact info. The best thing to do is emu-
late a calendar listing you like that already appeared in the paper. 
Each editor directly manages and edits all of the calendar entries. 
Artwork or photos to compliment your calendar listings are always 
welcomed.

EDUCATION 

 We try to be inside our public schools on a weekly basis, both 
in terms of sports coverage and classroom features. Our education 
and sports sections run 52 weeks per year. We feel school cover-
age is probably the single largest reflection of the communities we 
serve, so this paper is committed to having a strong presence 
there. We devote more staff and space to these sections than any 
other editorial realm. We do print free courtesy stories, briefs and 
photos submitted by teachers, sports teams and students, as we 
cannot possibly be at every event. If you have a photo you want to 
run, please include a photo caption identifying those in the image 
from left to right and a description of the event. Please call or      
e-mail the editor directly with your school event coverage requests
at least three days in advance. If we can’t attend, you are always
encouraged to send in your own write-up and photos.

NEWS & FEATURES

 As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, 
personality profiles, and community features that we know about. 
This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as 
well as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other 
town meetings determined by the issue’s relevance to our readers. 
There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of 
other features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their 
many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage. 

BUSINESS 

 Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business cover-
age polices, but we do have some standards folks need to under-
stand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. Without them, 
there are no towns. 
 We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, 
have a major expansion, moving, closing, under new management 
or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been 
thrust into the news realm. Merchants can request that coverage 
through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives.

OPINION

 We love letters to the editor and guest columns. It is what the 
soul of this newspaper is all about. However, we don’t print what 
we can’t prove. All letters and columns must be signed and con-
firmed by us prior to publication. If you are alleging things that we 
cannot prove, we will consider that a news tip and look into it. We 
always encourage readers to celebrate their communities versus 
just slamming them. We also pen a weekly “editorial.” Some read-
ers confuse editorials with being objective “news.” Our unsigned 
editorials are opinions formed after doing the research, or com-

piled through our reporters’ stories and other means. We then 
write opinions, which do take a definitive side on issues. Editorials 
are not meant to be balanced to both sides like our news stories 
should. They are intended to opine around the facts and take a 
position. That’s the whole point of the “opinion” page. 

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS

 As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, wed-
dings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, honors and awards. We have a “people 
news” form available for you to submit these listings. This material 
is provided to us by our readers and local institutions and we do 
not charge to print this content. 

SPORTS

 Our sports editor and his reporters and photographers cover 
select varsity school games weekly as well as youth and adult 
sports leagues. Our team tries to be fair and spread the coverage 
around to all the teams, but as playoffs approach, teams making 
the playoffs take more precedence. We have tried hard this year to 
expand our coverage of youth sports, but we need coaches and 
players to send in their photos and write-ups. 

12 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities

It’s easy to submit 
your local news!

www.turley.com
Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Country Journal • Chicopee Register  • The Journal Register 

The Register  • Quaboag Current • Sentinel • The Holyoke Sun 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times • Town Reminder • Ware River News

THE NEWS YOU
COME HOME TO

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving 50 Local Communities
TOTAL CIRCULATION 98,598

A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S

www.turley.com
413-283-8393
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Long piece of squared 

timber
  5. Emaciation
 10. “Bewitched” boss Larry
 14. Combining form meaning 

“different”
 15. Current unit equal to 10 

amperes
 16. Older
 17. Large, stocky lizard
 18. Ringworm
 19. Actor Pitt
 20. Indian hand clash 

cymbals
 22. Data at rest
 23. Jeweled headdress
 24. Indicators of when 

stories were written
 27. Check
 30. Cigarette (slang)
 31. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 32. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 35. Delivered a speech
 37. A place to bathe
 38. Postmen deliver it
 39. Surface in geometry

 40. More (Spanish)
 41. __ and Venzetti
 42. Exclamation at the end 

of a prayer
 43. Hawaiian dish
 44. Aggressively proud men
 45. Fellow
 46. Mark Wahlberg comedy
 47. Mock
 48. When you expect to get 

somewhere
 49. Songs
 52. Pair of small hand drums
 55. Play
 56. Sword
 60. Evergreens and shrubs 

genus
 61. Filmed
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 65. Pores in a leaf
 66. U. of Miami mascot 

is one
 67. Snakelike fishes
 68. Pretended to be
 69. Body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Piece of felted material
  2. Ancient Greek City
  3. Aquatic plant
  4. Potentially harmful 

fungus (Brit. sp.)
  5. Body art (slang)
  6. One who follows the rules
  7. Ordinary
  8. Honorably retired from 

assigned duties and 
retaining one’s title

  9. Relaxing space
 10. Japanese socks
 11. Indian city
 12. Rip
 13. Icelandic book
 21. Satisfies
 23. Where golfers begin
 25. Small amount
 26. Snag
 27. Determine the sum of
 28. A distinctive smell
 29. Exposed to view
 32. Stain or blemish
 33. Small loop in embroidery
 34. River herring genus

 36. Large beer
 37. Deep, red-brown sea 

bream
 38. Partner to cheese
 40. At a deliberate pace
 41. Gurus
 43. Of each
 44. Angry
 46. Popular beverage
 47. Flower cluster
 49. Blocks
 50. Those who benefitted 

from efforts of relatives 
(slang)

 51. Polio vaccine developer
 52. A (usually) large and 

scholarly book
 53. Popular soap ingredient
 54. NBAer Bradley
 57. Popular movie about 

a pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Not a sure thing
 61. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 62. Father

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

own. The booth consisted of handmade 
dolls, covers, aprons, and clothing pro-
tectors for adults and kids. 

MacMaster has been crafting dolls 
for over 40 years and it is a hobby she 
enjoys. 

“It’s been my niche for a long time,” 
MacMaster said. 

The library has a fun story time pro-
gram on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. where 
kids get stories read to them by Mac-
Master herself. Story time also features 
an additional reading session at 11:30 
a.m. and the library will have a few sto-
ries and at least one craft designed for 
the next age up. 

The library has a lot in store for the 
holidays, including the mitten tree. The 
library will once again collect new mit-
tens, hats, gloves, and scarves. 

The library also collects non-perish-
able food and personal items. Please 
bring new, unexpired items to the library 
during their regular hours. Personal 
items can include items such as sham-
poo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 

laundry detergent, toilet paper, diapers, 
wipes, deodorant, barrettes, hair ties, 
socks, reusable plastic containers for 
food, aluminum foil, plastic wrap, trash 
bags, dish soap, and more. The collected 
items will be distributed to local families 
and individuals in need.

The East Brookfield Public Library 
puts out a new newsletter every three 
months. The next newsletter will be re-
leased in December. The library offers 
a wide range of books, audiobooks, 
movies and programs. Visit the East 
Brookfield Public Library at 122 Con-
nie Mack Drive. 

Santa Claus will pay a visit to the 
library on Thursday, Dec. 19 at 10:30 
a.m. Be sure to bring your own camera 
to have your picture taken with Santa 
Claus. 

For more, visit the Facebook page of 
the East Brookfield Public Library. Li-
brary hours are Monday from 10 a.m.-
7 p.m., Tuesday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Satur-
day from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

FAIR   I  FROM PAGE 1

Carolann MacMaster, right, is shown alongside Mia during the craft fair.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Raffle prizes and a donation box to help support the library’s playground fund. 

This beautifully designed quilt hangs 
above the front desk of the East Brook-
field Public Library. Clothing protectors with all themes and sizes were available at the library’s craft fair. 
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Don-
ald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S 
BOOKKEEPING

 SERVICES
Call (413) 455-4020

Email: 
jmbookkeeping24@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC 
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING

SNOW PLOWING
Residential, commercial 

and business. 413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374. 

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER/WARE-
HOUSE for deliveries in Western 
Mass area. Qualifications include: 
clean driving record; ability to lift heavy 
weights; stable job history; good com-
munication skills; high work standards 
& strong self-organizational skills. Ap-
ply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 9am-
12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey Walk-
er Street (Rte 21) Belchertown.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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- public safety -

During the week of Sept. 30-Oct. 
12, the East Brookfield Police Depart-
ment responded to 193 building/property 
checks, 71 directed area patrols, 18 traf-
fic controls, eight radar assignments, 15 
emergency 911 calls, 20 citizen assists, 12 
assist other agencies, four fires, two inves-
tigations, one motor vehicle investigation, 
one trespass, two complaints, four motor 
vehicle accidents, one larceny/theft/shop-
lifting, one harassment, two animal calls 
and 25 motor vehicle stops in the town of 
East Brookfield.

Monday, Sept. 30
9:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Written Warning
11:11 a.m. Radar, East Main Street, 

Citation Issued
1:56 p.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, Podunk 

Road, Extinguished
2:22 p.m. Assist Citizen, Podunk 

Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, Oct. 1
1:04 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Route 

49, Officer Handled
3:27 p.m. Assist Citizen, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
5:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
6:02 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, East Main Street, Officer Handled
7:04 p.m. Assist Citizen, Howe Street, 

Officer Handled

Wednesday, Oct. 2
7:01 a.m. Investigation, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
8:12 a.m. 911 Fire Alarm, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
12:25 p.m. Assist Citizen, Hodgkins 

Drive, Services Rendered
1:52 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Po-

dunk Road, Officer Handled’
3:45 p.m. Assist Citizen, Route 49, 

Officer Handled
4:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

West Main Street, Report Taken
6:23 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Un-

known Location, Merge

Thursday, Oct. 3
9:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-

tion, Unknown Location, Officer Han-
dled

9:13 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Blaine Avenue, Officer Handled

10:09 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Route 49, Officer Handled

1:16 p.m. 911 Animal Call, West 
Sturbridge Road, Officer Handled

1:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown 
Location, Dispatch Handled

2:55 p.m. Assist Other Agency, East 
Main Street, Officer Handled

9:32 p.m. Assist Citizen, East Main 
Street, Services Rendered

Friday, Oct. 4
11 a.m. Assist Citizen, Hodgkins 

Drive, Officer Handled
1:15 p.m. Assist Citizen, Hodgkins 

Drive, Negative Contact
2:29 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Route 9, Negative Contact
4:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, West Main 

Street, Spoken To
4:57 p.m. Assist Citizen, Hodgkins 

Drive, Services Rendered
4:59 p.m. Assist Citizen, West Main 

Stret, Services Rendered
5:23 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Hay-

wood Drive, Officer Handled

9:57 p.m. 911 Disabled Motor Vehi-
cle, Adams Road, Verbal Only

Saturday, Oct. 5
10:16 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
4:59 p.m. Investigation, West Main 

Street, Officer Handled
9:14 p.m. Complaint, Dunn Brook 

Road, Services Rendered

Sunday, Oct. 6
12:42 p.m. Assist Citizen, West Stur-

bridge Road, Officer Handled
1:56 p.m. 911 Fire/Illegal Burn, East 

Main Street, Extinguished
6:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued

Monday, Oct. 7
2:41 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Noth Brookfield Road, Trans-
ported to Hospital

4:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

5:06 p.m. Utility Issues, East Main 
Street, Services Rendered

5:43 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, West 
Main Street, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Oct. 8
5:46 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, West Main Street, Report Taken
9:28 a.m. Assist Citizen, West Main 

Street, Services Rendered
11:40 a.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplift-

ing, Blaine Avenue, Servies Rendered
2:27 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Dispatch Handled
8:19 p.m. Assist Citizen, West Main 

Street, Peace Restored
8:44 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Podunk Road, Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Oct. 9
8:12 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Faith Drive, Transported to Hospital
12:18 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Con-

nie Mack Drive, Voice Message Left
2:40 p.m. Investigation, West Main 

Street, Services Rendered
4:15 p.m. Trespass, Rail Trail, Served 

in Hand
8:11 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Howe Street, Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Oct. 10
6:19 a.m. Assist Other Agency, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled
12:35 p.m. Harassment, Connie 

Mack Drive, Report Taken
4:04 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Con-

nie Mack Drive, Spoken To
5:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Written Warnin
10:39 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled

Friday, Oct. 11
3:26 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

North Street, Transported to Hospital
3:27 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 

of Town, Dispatch Handled
6:30 p.m. 911 Fire/Auto, Route 49, 

Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Oct. 12
12:01 a.m. Assist Other Agency, East 

Main Street, Negative Contact
10:59 a.m. Assist Citizen, West Main 

Street, Services Rendered
2:56 p.m. 911 Fire/Other, Podunk 

Road, Services Rendered

East Brookfield Police Log
 BOSTON – The Alcoholic Bever-

age Control Commission, under the 
direction of State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg, implemented Operation 
Safe Campus in September. 

The annual program is designed to 
target underage drinking on college 
campuses and in surrounding commu-
nities when students return to colleges 
and universities throughout Massa-
chusetts. The goal of the program is 
to keep alcoholic beverages out of the 
hands of underage students and pre-
vent tragedies.

“Operation Safe Campus helps to 
start the school year right. It is import-
ant to remind college students, servers, 
and sellers alike the true danger of un-
derage drinking,” said Goldberg, who 
oversees the ABCC. “We want to in-
crease awareness and avoid tragedies 
before they happen while protecting 
minors and their families from experi-
encing serious consequences.”

During the run of the program, ap-
proximately 157 cases of beer and 153 
bottles of alcohol were confiscated by 
Investigators, preventing delivery to an 
estimated 2,100 underage individuals. 
Operation Safe Campus enforcement 
efforts found:

• 302 minors in possession, trans-
porting or attempting to purchase 
alcoholic beverages,

• 21 adults procuring alcohol for mi-
nors, and

• 108 individuals in possession of 
false identification.

“This operation focuses on the im-
mediate safety of Massachusetts col-
lege students and the surrounding 
communities while drawing attention 
to the dangers of underage drinking,” 
said Jean Lorizio, chairperson of the 
ABCC. “We want to make sure that 
underage people are aware that drink-
ing alcohol can have devastating con-
sequences upon them and those they 
love.”

Enforcement efforts focus primarily 

on the parking lots and surrounding 
streets of liquor stores and bars that 
have had significant problems with un-
derage individuals purchasing alcohol-
ic beverages with false identification or 
through adults buying alcoholic bever-
ages for them. In Worcester, ABCC In-
vestigators worked in partnership with 
the Worcester Police Department’s Al-
cohol Enforcement Unit.

Several bars and liquor stores will 
face charges related to the sale to, or 
possession of, alcoholic beverages by 
individuals under the age of 21. The 
businesses include McGovern’s Pack-
age Store, Broadway Wine & Liquors, 
Creed, Ju’s and White Eagle of Worces-
ter; Teele Square Liquors and The Pub 
of Somerville; Uptown Tap & Grille of 
Amherst, Scott’s Fine Wines & Spirits 
of Easton; Chansky’s, Quick Pick Con-
venience, Bijou and Two Saints of Bos-
ton.

Annually, approximately 1,519 col-
lege students between the ages of 18 to 
24 die from alcohol-related injuries, in-
cluding motor vehicle crashes, 696,000 
students between the ages of 18 and 24 
are assaulted by another student who 
has been drinking, and 14 percent of 
college students meet the criteria for an 
alcohol use disorder. In Massachusetts 
alone, the overall annual cost of alco-
hol abuse by youth is estimated at $1.4 
billion.

In addition, Massachusetts IM-
PACT impaired driving data shows 
that 10% of all traffic fatalities involve 
drivers under the age of 21. 

Massachusetts is among the top ten 
states for binge drinking, with more 
than 1 in 4 (27.75%) adults ages 18 or 
older reporting they binged on alcohol 
in 2020. 

Among young people ages 12 to 
20, 20.77% reported alcohol use in the 
past month and 11.81% reported binge 
alcohol use in the past month in Mas-
sachusetts. The national averages were 
17.32% and 10.14%, respectively.

‘Operation Safe Campus’ aims to keep 
students safe from alcohol-related harm
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N E W S P A P E R

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag CurrentPublic Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

BLACK NOVEMBER!!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

WEST BROOKFIELD - RENTAL $1,900
West Brookfield, single Ranch. 
2 bedrooms and one full bath. 
Located in a very private location. 
This home has recently been 
remodeled. Fireplace in living-room 
and laundry hook-up in the basement. 
Electric heat throughout home. Tenant pays utilities, cable & trash 
removal.  First and last month’s rent required. Home is ready for 
immediate occupancy. Contact me for more information.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA® Premium 
Performance Synthetic 
Blend Motor Oil
5 qt.

$2049
/each

SAVE
UP TO

46%

1 qt. 10W30, 0W16, 
5W30, 5W20, 0W20

$429
/each

NAPA® 
Full Synthetic
Motor Oil 5 qt.
10W30, 5W30, 5W20, 0W20, 0W16

Order online at FarmerMatt.com 
or call 508-980-7085

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order your 
Premium Holiday Roasts
Make your holiday gatherings truly special. From 
the luxurious tenderness of Tenderloin Roast to 
the mouthwatering richness of Prime Rib Roast, 
our premium cuts are the centerpiece your table 
deserves. Whether it’s a Standing Rib Roast for a 
grand feast or a Spoon Roast for a cozy meal, you’ll 
find the perfect roast to create cherished moments 
at home this holiday season.

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Step into history with this beautifully renovated 
farmhouse, originally built in 1817. Offering 12 rooms, 
4 bedrooms, and 2.5 bathrooms, this home features a 
spacious, cabinet-packed kitchen with an oversized 
island, granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances. The huge open dining room and fireplaced 
double living room create an inviting atmosphere. 
Enjoy the flexible floorplan, which includes a 3-bedroom in-law unit or utilize the expansive 
farmhouse as your own. Additional highlights include a second kitchen, 1st floor bedroom & 
full bath, a 1-car attached garage, new mini splits, fresh paint, and new flooring throughout. 
The outdoor space is a dream with a heated in-ground pool, beautiful patios w/ a built-in bar, 
out buildings, a large Quonset hut w/ an additional 1/2 bath & heated by a wood boiler, all set 
on 36+ subdividable acres with a gorgeous open field and wooded areas. Tantasqua school 
system! Convenient access to Boston, New York, CT, Worcester, and Springfield.  $679,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise... from $1499

MAY 23 
7-Night Bermuda Cruise... from $1699

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE 2025
Book now for Best Cabins! Deadlines soon…

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

We Buy And Sell Precious Metals
Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 

U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins

Always Buying
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands,

Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware,
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates

Gardner Rare Coins
18 Parker Street, Gardner

978-632-7123
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm


