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Volunteers made Thanksgiving possible for all
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – For the second 
year in a row, volunteers 
from the North Brookfield 
Community Food Collabo-

rative gathered to distribute 
everything needed to cele-
brate Thanksgiving for peo-
ple facing food insecurity.

This year, the collabora-
tive was able to give away 
210 turkeys and bags filled 
with food, thanks to gen-
erous donations and strong 

partnerships both locally 
and across the region. The 
turkeys were donated to 
the cause and delivered to 
town by employees of C&S 
Wholesale Grocers, who 
also helped to bring them to 
residents in need. 

“They’ve been support-

ing us the past one and a 
half years,” North Brook-
field Community Food Col-
laborative founder Karen 
Farrginton said. 

Farrington said the col-
laborative has been able to 
help more people this year, 
serving 160 families in ad-

dition to providing support 
to food pantries in Ware, 
Brookfield, Spencer and 
Southbridge.

She credited the collabo-
rative’s success to its volun-
teers who work tirelessly to 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Volunteers from the North Brookfield Community Food Collaborative distributed 210 turkeys and bags of food to make Thanksgiving meals last Thursday afternoon.

Voters took 
action at 
town
meeting

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – At the 
start of the Special Town 
Meeting, Moderator Leigh 
Darrin remembered several 
residents who passed away 
this year, and asked voters to 
observe a moment of silence 
to honor them.

“First, Mary Blanchard, 
a woman that we can all 
agree was a dedicated pub-
lic servant and cared deeply 
about the town of Stur-
bridge,” she said at the Nov. 
17 meeting.

Blanchard, who was a 
teacher at Burgess Elemen-
tary School before retire-
ment, also served on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, 
the Open Space Committee 
and the Select Board. She 
was in her sixth term on the 
Select Board when she died 
in September.

Darrin also remembered 
Margaret Darling, who 

Gallery to hold 9th annual
Holiday Group Show on Dec. 5

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Get ready for your hol-
iday shopping while also 
supporting local artists and 
business at West Brook-
field Art & Frame Gallery 
for the 9th annual Holiday 
Group Show during the 
month of December.

The Holiday Group 
Show will showcase the gal-

lery’s artists and will open 
with a reception on Friday, 
Dec. 5 from 5-7 p.m. There 
will be merriment found in 
the form of wine, cheese 
and friendly conversation 
– all while surrounded by 
one-of-a-kind works of art 
that are sure to become 
your loved one’s most cher-
ished holiday gift.

“It’s a time to celebrate 
our local artists at the gal-
lery,” West Brookfield Art 
& Frame Gallery owner 

Rebecca Fay said of the 
Holiday Group Show.

Some of the gallery’s 
artists who will be sub-
mitting work for the show 
include Ruth Sanderson 
of Easthampton, a well-
known illustrator who has 
worked on over 90 chil-
dren’s books. Sanderson 
will have her plein air paint-
ings and scratchboards at 
the show.

Board of Health heard proposal 
from food collaborative
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correpondent

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North Brook-
field Community Food Col-
laborative, a food assistance 
program operated by a 
group of volunteers headed 
by Karen Farrington met 
with the Board of Health 
last Wednesday to discuss 
permits needed in order for 

the program to continue to 
operate. 

According to the collab-
orative’s Facebook page, on 
Oct. 16, they were unable 
to distribute food as they 
had to immediately start the 
process of obtaining a per-
mit for operation, per rule 
of the Board of Health. In 
that post, the collaborative 
alleged that “the board was 
not able to provide clarity in 

what the process looks like.” 
In a speech to the board, 

Farrington explained that 
the collaborative is a “vi-
tal resource” and feeds 160 
families in North Brookfield 
every week, many of whom 
are physically unable to pro-
vide for themselves. She said 
many of the people who de-
pend on her service are el-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Artists at the West Brookfield Art & Frame Gallery will be featured in the 9th annual Holiday Group Show. An opening 
reception will be held on Friday, Dec. 5 from 5-7 p.m. Gallery owner and artist Rebecca Fay created this painting of a 
house decorated with holiday lights.
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Superintendent presented MCAS scores
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Timothy 
McCormick provided a “big 
picture” view of the school 
district’s 2025 Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System testing results to the 
School Committee, including 
tracking student growth.

At the Nov. 17 meeting, 
he said the data was broken 
down into different catego-
ries, including meeting and 

exceeding expectations, and 
not meeting and partially 
meeting expectations. 

McCormick said the 
school district is not requir-
ing assistance or interven-
tion from the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education or the state at this 
time.

“That is because we are 
making a lot of progress,” he 
said. 

McCormick said district 
wide, North Brookfield Pub-
lic Schools showed “moder-
ate progress” toward growth, 

with 38%.  The high school 
saw 78% growth from 2024 
MCAS scores to 2025, which 
fell into the “meeting or ex-
ceeding targets” range and 
the elementary school at 37%.

McCormick said despite 
the growth, the high school 
is still in need of assistance 
from the state due to only 
94% of math students taking 
the test last year, just shy of 
the 95% required. He said he 
has reviewed the testing data 
and discovered potential er-

MCAS SCORES PAGE 9

BLACK FRIDAY, SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY & 
CYBER MONDAY FARM-FRESH SAVINGS

Fill your freezer or give a gift that’s local, thoughtful, 
and full of flavor. Sale valid 11/28 - 12/1.

Gift cards 
also available
online or
in-store

Online orders only. 
FarmerMatt.com/bundle

FarmerMatt.com 
(508) 980-7085

15% OFF ALL MEAT BUNDLES

GIFT CARD

Farmer Matt’s meat 
bundles are available 
in variety pack, beef, 
chicken, and pork. Each 
bundle gives you a mix 
of premium cuts at a 
better value, ready for 
weeknight meals or the 
holiday season.

Perfect for stocking up 
or gifting something 
truly local.
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Board welcomed new Police Chief and TA
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Board of Selectmen Chair 

Jason Petraitis said two 
weeks prior, the board in-

terviewed Lieutenant Ryan 
Daley for the position of 
Police Chief, which he has 

accepted.
Town Clerk Tara Hayes 

swore Daley in during the 
Nov. 18 meeting, and the 
board members welcomed 
him to his new role as the 
head of the Police Depart-
ment. Petraitis also thanked 
former Police Chief Mark 
Smith, who took a position 
in another town.

“Welcome aboard Ryan 
as the Chief,” he said. “I’d 
also like to thank Mark 
Smith for his service to 
North Brookfield as the 
Chief of Police over the last  
few years. Mark, we wish 
you well in your endeavors 
going forward.”

New Town Administrator
Petraitis introduced new 

Town Administrator Ron 
Aponte during the meeting. 
Aponte started in the po-
sition on Nov. 17, and pre-
viously served as Town Ad-
ministrator in Brookfield.

“I am looking forward to 
the challenge,” Aponte said.
Easement for National Grid

Petraitis said Nation-
al Grid had approached 
the board previously about 

transferring an easement the 
town owns for sewer to the 
utility company in order to 
expand a substation.

“We were able to negoti-
ate $15,000. They’re going to 
purchase the easement from 
us for that,” he said.

National Grid will also 
tie-in to the town’s sewer 
system.

Petraitis said the sale 
would need to be approved 
by voters at town meeting, 
and will appear as an ar-
ticle on the warrant at the 
special town meeting to be 
held on Wednesday, Dec. 10 
at 6 p.m. in the high school 
kiva. He said if  the article is 
approved, the $15,000 will 
appear in free cash next year. 

Petraitis said the town 
had paid $300 for the ease-
ment in 1887, which is equiv-
alent to over $11,000 now. 

Trench fee increase
Highway Department 

Superintendent Randy Mor-
gan presented a proposal 
to the board to increase the 
trench fee from $30 to $250. 
He said the fee has not been 
adjusted for years and other 
towns charge closer to $300.

This fee is applied when-
ever a trench is dug in the 
road, and would be used to 
cover the cost of any repairs.

The board approved the 
increase in the trench fee.

Grant award and donation
The board accepted a 

grant in the amount of 

$1,750 from St. Vincent’s 
Community Healthcare 
Fund to fund wellness pro-
grams and outreach as well 
as heart disease education 
for seniors citizens at the Se-
nior Center.

The board also accepted 
a donation to the Council 
on Aging in the amount of 
$2,000 from Country Bank.

Public comment
John Tripp asked if  the 

board had read a letter he 
submitted regarding the re-
moval of a small children’s 
picnic table he built that 
was removed from the Little 
Park downtown. He said he 
did not receive a response 
from any of the board mem-
bers. 

Tripp said he was told 
the table was removed by 
the Parks & Recreation 
Committee due to concerns 
about the chain connecting 
it to another table being a 
tripping hazard. 

“These tabled and bench-
es were all built in my ga-
rage in November 2020 by 
my son and I,” Tripp said. 
“They were donated by 
many townspeople and oth-
ers…They were donated 
in remembrance of family 
members and loved ones. 
These tables and benches 
should remain at the Little 
Park.”

Tripp asked for the table 
to be returned to the park, 
and offered to secure it to 

the pavers. He said if  the 
table is not put back in the 
park, he would like it re-
turned to him.

Petraitis said the board 
has discussed his letter and 
will be responding to him.

Tripp also offered to 
maintain Little Park, and to 
gather other volunteers to 
help him. 

Change order for 
Fire/Highway building
The board reviewed and 

approved a change order for 
the Fire/Highway building 
project. 

CDBG extension
The board signed an 

extension for the Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant to complete the fi-
nal phase of the Mount 
Pleasant Street Improve-
ment Project. The grant 
will now be extended to 
June 30, 2026.

Spending request
The board approved a 

spending request from the 
Highway Department in the 
amount of $1,300 to repair 
the brake system on the 2011 
F350 truck.
Budget development policy

The board read and ap-
proved a budget develop-
ment policy letter that will 
be sent to all departments. 
The letter explained the 
due dates for various bud-
gets and capital requests, 
allocating for line items and 
more. 

Wings of Song sings of 
Night, Moon, and Stars

STURBRIDGE – 
Night. Darkness. Silence. 
In the sky on a clear night, 
our Moon may be riding 
high. 

Our sibling planets may 
be seen piercing the dark-
ness with clear, unblinking 
points of light: Venus, Ju-
piter, Mars… Stars – suns 
like ours, but at unimag-
inable distances –send their 
light out, visible on Earth 
perhaps many centuries 
later. 

In late December in 
Earth’s Northern Hemi-
sphere, nights are long 
and cold. For millennia, 
humans have gathered to 
mark this time with fires 
and dances and singing and 
musical instruments and 
stories and revelry: to tell 
the dark and the cold that 
our spirits are undaunted, 
and to celebrate the length-
ening of days that begins at 
this time. 

Wings of Song – a com-
munity chorus centered in 
Sturbridge and drawing its 
50 active members from 
a large number of towns 
in south-central Massa-
chusetts and northeastern 
Connecticut – celebrates 
both Christmas and the 
Winter Solstice in song this 
year with a focus on night, 
moon, and stars: the dark-
ness from which light is 
born, and reborn.

The celebration takes 
the form of two concerts: 
one at St. Joachim Chapel, 
16 Church St. in Fiskdale 
(part of Sturbridge), on 
Saturday, Dec. 13 at 7:30 
p.m., and the other at the 
Elm Street Congregation-

al Church, 61 Elm St. in 
Southbridge, on Sunday, 
Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. As always, 
both concerts are free to 
the public, with a freewill 
offering collected. 

As always, both venues 
are handicap accessible. 
As always, yummy refresh-
ments will be served after 
each concert. And as al-
ways, folks are advised to 
come early to be sure of a 
seat.

Music Director Nym 
Cooke provides this 
glimpse into what you’ll 
hear: “Everything from 
an operatic quartet by 
Baroque composer Jean-
Philippe Rameau (1683-
1764) to the bluegrass gos-
pel song ‘Beautiful Star of 
Bethlehem’; from ‘Moon 
is Walking’ by Joseph Sha-
balala of Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo to the world pre-
miere of ‘Notte’ by Wings 
of Song tenor Gianni Da-
villi; from the tender Dan-
ish Christmas song ‘Among 
the Stars of Midnight’ to 
John Rutter’s magnificent 
choral setting of ‘O Holy 
Night’; from the shape-
note song ‘Star in the East’ 
to Henry VIII’s ‘Green 
Grow’th the Holly’… Au-
diences will join us in sing-
ing three Christmas classics 
that feature stars: ‘The First 
Nowell,’ ‘O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,’ and ‘We Three 
Kings of Orient Are.’”

People are strongly en-
couraged to bring stars or 
moons, to be held or hoist-
ed aloft at key points in the 
proceedings. More than 
one moon is fine, in the 
spirit of celebration.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The annual Santa 
Parade and Tree Lighting 
will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 29.

The parade starts at 
5 p.m., leaving the high 
school and traveling down 

North Main Street to de-
liver Santa to the Little 
Tree Park. The tree lighting 
will be held at 6 p.m. at the 
park, followed by caroling 
at the church. Stop by the 
library to write letters to 
Santa from 3-5 p.m. 

Santa Parade and Tree lighting 

Gilbert Players bring ‘Nuncrackers’ to The Center
HARDWICK – The Gil-

bert Players of Hardwick are 
pleased to announce their 
Holiday performance of 
“Nuncrackers”.

This spirited and comical 
musical production centers 
around a small group of 
nuns discovering that their 
cook ( Sister Julia), Child of 
God, has accidentally poi-
soned

52 of the sisters and they 
are in dire need of funding to 
properly pay for the funerals.

The sisters decide that the 

best way to raise money is to 
put on a variety show

in the Center at Eagle Hill 
so they take over the audito-
rium.

Here we meet Reverend 
Mother Regina ( a former 
circus performer) and other

delightfully funny nuns 
who have ventured from 
being a street wise punk, a 
wannabe ballerina and Sis-
ter Amnesia a delightful-
ly wacky nun who lost her 
memory when a crucifix fell 
on her head. There is no 

doubt about it, this perfor-
mance is “habit” forming as 
they tackle temptations and 
bring the audience into the 
convent with them.

The Gilbert Players have 
a reputation of putting on 
top notch shows, sold out 
performance and family fun 
for all. 

You may remember their 
last production of “ Chica-
go”. Well, some of the wom-
en behind bars have become 
nuns. So put on your happy 
face and join the nuns for a 

few hours of laughs.
“Nuncrackers” will be 

performed at The Center at 
Eagle Hill, 242 Old Petersh-
am Road, on Friday, Dec. 5 
at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6 at 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $10, $17 and $19.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at thecenterateagle-
hill.org, calling the box office 
at 413-477-6746, or at the 
door. Advanced purchase is 
recommended as this show is 
likely to sell out.
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The West Brookfield Rescue Squad’s 2026 
Su�scri�tio� �ri�e is �o� a�aila�le� 

Sca� the �R code or �isit 
our �e�site at 

��rescuesquad�or�      
to su�scri�e�

�ddress�

�ho�e�

Bring Your Family To

KIP’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church
508-867-6101

Find us on Facebook at Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm

Free Tree For Any Community Organization
(No Reserving Of Trees)

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

OPEN November 28th

Choose And Cut Your Own
Fresh Christmas Tree

Christmas Wreaths And
Cemetery Boxes

Free Coloring Books, 
Hot Chocolate And Candy CanesPARK SAW SHOP 

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
West Brookfield Senior Center’s Director Kelly Hitt and her amazing team of staff, volunteers and members of the Rotary Club of the Brookfields worked hard to 
provide their annual delicious Veteran’s Breakfast for the local veterans and their families. The presentation of the flag’s by the West Brookfield Color Guard, rep-
resenting  the service of our armed forces added to the event. Everyone had a wonderful time and no one left hungry. Thank you, to all our veterans.

Veteran’s Breakfast celebrated those who servedChurch hosts Holiday 
Concert and Sing-Along

STURBRIDGE – The 
Federated Church of 
Sturbridge & Fiskdale 
will present a holiday 
concert and sing-along 
on Sunday, Nov. 30, at 3 
p.m. in the church sanc-
tuary at 8 Maple St., ac-
cording to Rev. David W. 
Cote, pastor.

The concert will fea-
ture music of the season 
from the Fanfare Brass 
Ensemble and the Stur-
bridge Federated Church 
choir, under the direction 
of choral director, An-
drew Kosiba.

The Fanfare Brass 
Ensemble, established 
by David Neill in 2008, 
draws its inspiration 
from the acclaimed Philip 
Jones Brass Ensemble. 

The Fanfare Brass 
Ensemble is composed 
of experienced brass mu-
sicians including David 
Neill (Bass Trombone), 
Trumpet players Robert 
Venables, Sheldon Ross, 

Ken McCance, and Me-
lissa Willis, Jean Jeffries 
(French Horn), Trom-
bonists David Sporny 
and Charles Emery, Ernie 
Adams (Bass Trombone), 
and David Winer (Tuba).

The event is free to the 
public, with a voluntary 
goodwill offering to be 
collected during the per-
formance.

For more information 
about the event, please 
visit the church website at 
sturfed.org or contact the 
church office at 774)-304-
1021 or via email at chur-
choffice@sturfed.org.

The Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & Fisk-
dale joyfully celebrates 
Christ’s presence and 
God’s grace in our lives. 

Members of the com-
munity are welcome and 
invited to join in worship 
on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. Services are 
also live-streamed on the 
church’s Facebook page.

Wreaths Across America 
ceremony is Dec. 13

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– On Saturday, Dec. 13 
at noon on the Common, 
a ceremony to recognize 
Wreaths Across America 
Day will be held. 

Sponsor a wreath to 
remember and honor a 
West Brookfield veteran. 
Wreaths will be placed on 
all of West Brookfield vet-
erans’ graves at Pine Grove 
and Sacred Heart Cemeter-
ies following the ceremony.

Last year, 400 wreaths 
were placed on veterans 
graves in West Brookfield.

For more info, contact 
Nadine Morin at 774-200-
3396 or Joanne Dorman at 
508-867-2524.

Church announces Holly Berry Fair vendors
STURBRIDGE – The 

Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale will hold 
its annual Holly Berry Fair 
on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. in the church’s 
Fellowship Hall at 8 Maple 
St.

Co-chairs Nancy Casten-
dyk and Janet-Rae Sinanian 
say the annual event will fea-
ture an impressive lineup of 
local artists and makers of-
fering one-of-a-kind gifts—
from leather goods and al-
paca items to cozy knits and 
seasonal décor. Shoppers 
can also stop by Koinonia’s 
booth, where members of 
the Federated Church wom-
en’s group will be selling their 
much-loved baked goods and 
homemade treats. 

“It’s a wonderful way to 
kick off the holiday season,” 
said Castendyk. “There’s al-
ways something special to 
discover, and it’s all in sup-
port of our local artisans and 

community.”
Featured local artisans 

include Penny Adams (aro-
matherapy), Corinn Algier 
(herbalism/salves), Charles 
Batterby (leather goods), 
Mary Bernstein (tie dye), 
Sandi Bostrom (handbags), 
Benjamin Brigham (coun-

try decor), Susan Bundeff 
(stained glass), Tamara Cook 
(snowflake tree), Bonnie 
Fancy (knitted items), and 
Collette Gage (alpaca items).

The fair will also feature 
Madison Gallipeau (cro-
cheted items), Emma Lane 
(stone jewelry), Linda Mc-

Manus (table runners), Mis-
sy Peters (wooden items), Ju-
lia Plasse (handbags), Mary 
Shaw (crocheted scarves), 
and Janet Sinanian (iris fold-
ed cards).

For additional informa-
tion about the Holly Ber-
ry Fair or other upcom-
ing events, please visit the 
Church website at sturfed.
org, visit the Church’s Face-
book page @Federated-
ChurchSturbridgeFiskdale, 
or contact the Church office 
at 774-304-1021 or churchof-
fice@sturfed.org.

The Federated Church of 
Sturbridge & Fiskdale joy-
fully celebrates Christ’s pres-
ence and God’s grace in our 
lives. 

Members of the commu-
nity are welcome and invited 
to join in worship on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. Ser-
vices are also live-streamed 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Handcrafted items like these cute reindeer will be offered at this year’s Holly 
Berry Fair on Saturday, Dec. 6

Library hosts 
‘Polar Express’ 
event Nov. 29

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Haston Free 
Public Library, 161 North 
Main St., is hosting a Polar 
Express themed event on 
Saturday, Nov. 29 from 3-5 
p.m. 

Youth Services Librarian 
Brianna Lamb will be read-
ing the classic Christmas 
tale, “The Polar Express”.

Kids will get a chance to 
write their letters to Santa 
Claus during this fun event. 
There will be holiday music 
playing and it will be pro-
vided by On Q Piano Stu-
dents. 

The event will also fea-
ture a bake sale and cookie 
walk with the proceeds go-
ing towards benefitting li-
brary programs. 

Senior Center 
lists events in 
December

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North Brook-
field Senior Center, located 
at 29 Forest St., will offer 
the following events and ac-
tivities during the month of 
December.

Activities include: a 
free drawing class – Cast-
ing Shadows on Thursday, 
Dec. 4, at 11 a.m.; free art 
class – Christmas Lanterns 
on Thursday, Dec. 11, at 11 
a.m.; music bingo on Mon-
day, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.; and 
drawing class – Portfolio 
Work on Thursday, Dec. 18 
at 11 a.m.

A blood pressure/glucose 
clinic will be held on Mon-
day, Dec. 15 at 10:30 a.m. 
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Thanksgiving nostalgia and planning ahead for next year’s gratefulness
The arrival of Thanks-

giving always gets me a little 
nostalgic.  

Gone are the days of 
sneaking into the kitchen 
with my sister for a little bit 
of the crispy dressing from 
the stuffed turkey still in our 
parent’s oven. Or how about 
awakening to the wonder-
ful scents the morning of, 
knowing mom had been up 
at 4 a.m. getting the bird pre-
pared.  

It was always so much 
fun to butter the brown and 
serve rolls and then transfer 
them from the oven to the 
pre-heated trivet in their little 
wooden basket. I can smell 
the smells if  I think about 
it long enough, and surely I 
can see my dad at the count-
er with the carving knife in 
hand.  

Another big tradition 
was the nut bowl and the nut 
cracker and tools. We only 
ate nuts at Thanksgiving, 
and at Christmas to a lesser 
extent. I remember the Brazil 
nuts and walnuts being espe-
cially hard to crack with my 
little hands, but the challenge 
was half the fun. 

These memories from 
my childhood are replaced 
with new traditions that 
my kids will call their 
own memories when 
they are my age. I guess 
the important thing is 
that we are thankful on 
this day whether it is for 
the memories, the people 
or the food or all of it. Grati-
tude goes a long way.

This Thanksgiving I am 
especially thankful for the 
bountiful harvest from this 
year’s vegetable garden. The 
old motto goes something 
like:  “you get out what you 
put in.”  

This year I sure put in a 
lot of effort in hopes of that 
harvest. When rain stopped I 
watered and watered and wa-
tered some more.  

I made an investment 
in organic fertilizers and 
mulched the rows as best as I 
could. I lugged free compost 
home by the bucket. I har-
vested even when I was tired 
of it and preserved it all even 
after I grew weary.  

Does all this make me a 
saint or a perfect garden-
er? By all means, no. I still 

planted too close and didn’t 
weed as much as I should. I 
got my flowers in too late and 
didn’t stake a single one.  

Oh well, no one and noth-
ing is perfect, but I guess my 
attention was directed to-
wards the harvest and I am 
happy to have succeeded at 
that to a pretty good degree.

I ordered my first seed 
catalog for the 2026 growing 
season this past week, and I 
can’t wait until it arrives. I 
can picture how much fun I’ll 
have going through last years 
seeds and notes while I plan 
my garden.  

When you undertake this 
process, keep in mind what 
you want your attention di-
rected towards. Do you want 
to streamline, experiment or 
perfect?

I learned this year that I 
don’t need eight varieties 

of tomatoes to make 
a really good sauce. 
What I do need is a 

really good paste 
tomato variety, 

and maybe a two 
or three cherry types for 
salads, and one slicing 

variety to top an occasion-
al burger.  

That is just an example, 
but you get the idea. Stream-
lining is practical.

If you want to try growing 
new things, maybe Brussels 
sprouts like I wrote about 
last week, or sweet potatoes, 
like I experimented with this 
past summer, take some time 
over the offseason to look up 
the particulars so that you 
will be successful. 

I did a show and tell with 
some students recently and it 
was a lot of fun to show them 
some out of the ordinary 
things that can be grown at 
home, like popcorn and luffa 
sponges for example. Get 
creative.  

Maybe what will inspire 
you is getting something 
right, doing a better job 

growing a certain crop.  
Did your zucchini look 

like baseball bats?  Don’t 
worry, next year you’ll har-
vest sooner and more often. 
Same thing goes for those 
blimpy cukes. And what 
about those carrots? Next 
year you’ll loosen up your 
soil and remove some rocks 
from the carrot patch so that 
they won’t all fork. Straight, 
long roots here we come.

Wishing you all a Hap-
py Thanksgiving! Have fun 
when the planning stage be-
gins for next year’s garden. 
It is, after all, just about six 
months away from our frost-
free date.  

Now that is something to 
be thankful for!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I reached full retirement 

age back in June, but I have 
not yet filed to collect So-
cial Security. My husband 
currently collects SS funds, 
and he waited until he had 
reached full retirement age 
a few years ago. I am con-
sidering signing up now to 
receive my funds, but I am a 
little confused about wheth-
er I will receive my full ben-
efit or is there some kind of 
adjustment made based on 
both of us collecting?

We are a simple case. 
We have been married for 
46 years, so there are no 
other exes involved in this 
equation. He did everything 
online when he was ready 
to start receiving his funds, 
but we didn’t consult with 
any advisor when my hus-
band claimed. Now I think 
that adding me as a spouse 
might trigger some other 
things I should consider. 
Thank you for your advice. 

Signed: Concerned Wife

Dear Concerned: 
Since you and your hus-

band have both reached 
your respective SS Full Re-
tirement Age, you are both 
entitled to receive your full 
benefits without any reduc-
tion. And since you haven’t 
yet filed, you are now ac-
cumulating Delayed Re-
tirement Credits at the rate 
of.667% additional benefit 
for each month you con-
tinue to delay. You will get 
your full SS retirement ben-
efit plus any earned DRCs 
when you claim. The only 
question you need to con-
sider is whether either you 
or your husband will be en-
titled to a “spousal boost,” 
an increase when you claim.

If the SS retirement ben-
efit you were entitled to at 
your FRA is less than 50% 
the amount your husband 
was entitled to at his FRA, 
then you will get a “spousal 
boost” on top of your own 
SS retirement amount (the 
“boost” amount would be 
the difference between your 
FRA amount and half of 
his FRA amount). But if  
your SS amount at your 
FRA is more than 50% of 
your husband’s FRA enti-

tlement, then you will only 
get your own SS retirement 
benefit based on your own 
lifetime earnings record. 
Spouse benefits are always 
determined from each part-
ner’s FRA entitlement and if  
one partner’s FRA amount 
is less than 50% of the oth-
er partner’s FRA amount, 
then a spousal boost will be 
given. And that also works 
if  your FRA entitlement is 
higher than your husband’s,  
if  your FRA amount is 
more than twice your hus-
band’s FRA amount, then 
he will get a spousal boost 
from you. Otherwise, each 
of you will get only your 
personally earned SS retire-
ment amount and both of 
you collecting SS will not 
negatively affect each oth-
er’s individual SS benefit. 

FYI, the spousal boost 
amount stops growing at 
full retirement age, so if  you 
are eligible for a spousal 
boost from your husband 
then you should claim your 
SS benefits now and ask for 
benefits retroactive to June 
(your FRA month). Howev-
er, if  you will not get a spou-
sal boost from your hus-
band, you have the option 
of delaying even further and 
earning more DRCs (thus 
a higher monthly benefit). 
You can earn DRCs up to 
age 70, at which time you 
will get the maximum pos-
sible Social Security benefit 
about 127% of your person-
al FRA amount if  you delay 
that long. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

If we both collect Social
Security, will our benefits 
be affected?

“Falling back” to a season of change
It’s not just the 

leaves that change in 
autumn. We do, too.

Our bodies natu-
rally change with the 
seasons, as the hours 
of sunlight, tempera-
tures and humidity 
fluctuate. In our fast-
paced modern world, 
we are tempted to 
ignore these seasonal 
signals, enabled as we are 
by artificial lighting, indoor 
climate control and the 
year-‘round availability of 
many foods. (Strawberries 
in January? Really?)

Let’s look at some of 
the ways our bodies adjust 
to fall, and a few ways you 
can perhaps enhance well-
being by paying attention 
to them.

Sleep disruptions
The hours of sunlight 

gradually become fewer 
after the summer equinox, 
and then there’s the jarring 
change when we turn our 
clocks back in November. 
The politicians have hag-
gled for years whether “fall-
ing back” is still necessary, 
as it requires students to get 
up while it’s still dark, and 
sunset comes ever earlier.

The effects on our bodies 
are profound. With less ex-
posure to natural light, we 
sleep more, which can af-
fect mood, focus, memory 
and energy. Later sunrises 
might make it harder to get 
out of bed in the morning, 
and daytime drowsiness be-
comes more frequent. 

Less physical activity
Chilly mornings and 

earlier darkness may make 
us less likely to get that 
morning or evening walk 
in. We sit and watch foot-

ball, eating nachos and 
drinking beer, rather than 
get outside ourselves. All of 
this can lead to weight gain, 
which also affects mood.

More frequent illnesses
As we are indoors more, 

we are exposed to more 
viruses, bacteria and aller-
gens, and that’s why flu, 
COVID, colds and allergies 
come on more frequent-
ly. Drier air also has an 
impact, as it dries up our 
nasal mucous, which is de-
signed to trap viruses, and 
lets those viruses in more 
easily. Drier noses may also 
bring on more nosebleeds.

Other changes
Researchers have found 

that people lose more hair 
in the autumn than in 
spring or summer, probably 
having to do with hormon-
al fluctuations.

Those hormones may 
also go to work on the li-
bido – more babies are 
conceived in November 
and December than at any 
other time of the year, ac-
cording to data from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. One 
theory is that sperm quality 
is better in winter, but of 
course we’re also spending 
longer nights in bed.

Anxiety can be height-
ened, associated with the 
rigors of schoolwork and 

planning for the upcom-
ing holidays.

And, of course, dry 
skin becomes more of a 
problem in the fall, when 
indoor humidity drops.

A few tips:
Get more sun-

light:  More exposure to 
sunlight increases Vita-
min D, serotonin and 
dopamine (the feel-good 

brain chemicals). In par-
ticular, morning sunlight 
helps our bodies sync our 
circadian rhythms with the 
season, which in turn helps 
us sleep better at night. It 
can also counteract the ef-
fects of the blue light ema-
nating from our computers, 
tablets and phones.

Put your senses to 
work:  Feel the colder air 
on your cheeks, listen to 
the leaves crunching un-
der your feet and smell the 
changes in the air. Smell 
the crisp air, and perhaps 
experiment with some aro-
matherapy scents indoors 
– eucalyptus, cardamom, 
lavender – to elevate mood 
and tamp down anxiety.

Take care of your 
skin:  Amp up your use of 
moisturizers, turn off the 
dehumidifier and avoid 
long, hot showers and 
baths. Treating your skin 
kindly now will help as we 
head into the even drier 
winter months.

Try some “fall 
foods”: Eating vitamin-rich 
vegetables now will help 
you fight off winter illness-
es. Good choices include 
squashes (pumpkin, but-
ternut, acorn and the like); 
green leafy spinach and 

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

TOUR HEALTH 
PAGE 10
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North Brookfield Community Food Collaborative founder Karen Farrington 
(right) directed Nancy Waldron where to bring a bag of food.

Volunteers gave out a variety of pies to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday.

Third grade students at North Brookfield Elementary School designed cards for 
each meal recipient.

C&S Wholesale Grocers donated 210 turkeys to be given to people facing food 
insecurity.

ensure everyone has access 
to food.

“It is exactly what it 
sounds like…everybody col-
laborates to make it hap-

pen,” she said.
Farrington said 15 vol-

unteers worked to distrib-
ute bags that were filled 
by students from North 
Brookfield Jr./Sr. High 
School. Students in North 

Brookfield Elementary 
School’s third grade class 
spread holiday cheer by 
creating handmade cards 
for each bag’s recipient. 

Farrington said the col-
laborative surveyed resi-
dents in town about their 
food needs, and they ex-
pressed the importance of 
greater accessibility. Many 
are unable to attend sched-
uled food pantry distri-
butions due to scheduling 
conflicts, lack of transpor-
tation and other barriers.

“People struggle to get 
to food pantries at desig-
nated times,” Farrington 
said. “Our food pantry’s 
open 24/7, 365 days a year.”

Farrington said the col-
laborative has gained sup-

port from its partnerships 
with local farmers, busi-
ness and organizations. She 
added that the collabora-
tive’s mission to fight food 
insecurity will continue to 
grow. 

“We have an awful lot 
of community support, but 
we also know we need to 
get bigger,” she said. “More 
needs to be done.”

Farrington’s daughters 
Abby MacDonald and 
Audra Hogle were also on 
hand to assist volunteers 
with the “organized chaos” 
of the Thanksgiving bag 
distribution.

MacDonald said the 
collaborative has been a 
good thing for the town, 
and that it has brought 

people closer together. She 
said its success wouldn’t be 
possible without everyone’s 
help and support.

“At this point, I feel like 
we’re all family,” she said. 
“We care about each oth-
er.”

- community -
First Congregational joins in White Christmas festivities

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
36 North Main St., will host 
an open house on Sunday, 
Dec. 7 from 11:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. during the town’s White 
Christmas celebration. 

The dining area opens 

at 11:30 a.m. and the menu 
includes: a plentiful and de-
licious hot turkey sandwich 
with stuffing, gravy and 
cranberry sauce, hot dogs, 
chili dogs, chili by the bowl, 
two kinds of homemade 
soup, chicken, egg and ham 
salad sandwiches, home-

made pie - apple, blueberry 
and pumpkin and new this 
year – cheesecake.

They will also offer a 
huge raffle with many items 
and gift cards, a concert 
by the Hardwick Memori-
al Handbell Choir at 1:30 
p.m., “Find-the-Elf” for 

the kids, free door prize raf-
fle and a bountiful baked-
goods table. 

A special treat this year is 
a raffle for a gorgeous hand-
made quilt. The pattern is 
Potato Chip and measures 
approx. 58 inches by 68 
inches. 

The Christmas tunes will 
be playing and the atmo-
sphere will be festive and 
cheery. A wonderful place 
to be to welcome in our hol-
iday season. 

Call the church for more 
information at 508-867-
7078.

TURKEYS  FROM PAGE 1

Bags were filled with everything needed to cook a Thanksgiving meal.
Giving with gratitude

Fiskdale resident 
started at Lasell 
University

NEWTON – Sebas-
tien Troyse, a student 
from Fiskdale began 
their first semester in 
the fall of 2025 at Lasell 
University.



PAGE 6    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, November 28, 2025

- community -

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

served on the Council on 
Aging; Robert Duncan, a 
school psychologist at Tan-
tasqua and co-founder of 
the Tantasqua Regional 
Youth Soccer League and 
an on-call firefighter; Rebec-
ca Gould Mimeault, who 
served on the Council on 
Aging and the Senior Cen-
ter Building Committee; 
and Laury Applegate, who 
served as the treasurer for 
the Friends of the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library. 

Darrin also recognized 
three National Honor So-
ciety students who are resi-
dents of the town, who vol-
unteered to help during the 
town meeting.

Bylaw changes
Voters took action on the 

nine-article warrant, includ-
ing making changes to the 
town’s bylaws.

Article 47 asked voters 
to add language pertaining 
to kennel licensing to the 
bylaws. The commonwealth 
has required that all cities 
and towns have a kennel li-
censing process in place. 

The bylaw change passed 
97-7.

Article 48 proposed 
changes to General Bylaws 
Chapter 129, Buildings and 

Building Construction. 
This change is to ensure 

reliable emergency commu-
nication inside all commer-
cial buildings in order to im-
prove public safety, ensure 
code compliance and protect 
both occupants and first re-
sponders. The article passed 
99-6.
Fire Department equipment

With article 49, the Fire 
Department requested 
$15,000 to supplement a 
$178,800 grant the town re-
ceived to purchase turnout 
gear and three cardiac mon-
itors. The price of the cardi-
ac monitors increased, with 
each one costing $54,665.33.

This article passed 99-3.
Land donation

Article 54 asked voters 
to accept the donation of 
approximately 222 acres of 
land on Douty Road. The 
owner of the parcel donated 
the land to the town to use 
for general municipal pur-
poses, which includes recre-
ation and open space.

This article passed 96-10.
Hometown Heroes fund
Voters passed article 52 

with 88 in favor and 16 op-
posed to establish a Home-
town Heroes Revolving 
Fund for banners to honor 
the town’s veterans. Article 
53, which also passed, estab-

lished the spending limits of 
the revolving fund.

Library outdoor space
Finance Committee 

Chair Kevin Smith said 
article 50 was intended to 
ask voters for $30,000 in 
addition to the $110,000 al-
located at a previous town 
meeting to cover the cost of 
an outdoor program space 
at the Joshua Hyde Public 
Library. 

He said due to changes in 
the cost of the project, it was 
recommended that the arti-
cle be passed over.

Bids for the project came 
in higher than the $140,000 
estimated, totaling around 
$197,300, and the Finance 
Committee voted to take no 
action on the article at this 
time.

“Some options will need 
to be reconsidered,” Smith 
said.

Water tank repairs
While repairs were being 

made to the tanks at the 
water treatment plant, an 
inspection of the interior 
showed a need for addition-
al repairs to the pressure 
vessel. These repairs are esti-
mated to cost $75,000. 

The amount needed to 
pay for the additional re-
pairs outlined in article 51 
will come from the water 
reserve account. This article 
passed 99-6.

Prior year’s bills
Article 46 approved the 

payment of prior year’s bills 
in the amount of $5,979.15 
with a vote of 101-3.

STURBRDGE 
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White Christmas returns on Dec. 7
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– Please join the town of 
West Brookfield, as it kicks 
off the 33rd Annual White 
Christmas celebration on 
Sunday, Dec. 7 from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.

There will be fun for 
folks of all ages going on 
throughout the day. 

The West Brookfield 
White Christmas Commit-
tee encourages everyone 
to come out and enjoy the 
town’s annual kick-off of 
the holiday season by tour-
ing the historic town, stroll-
ing the downtown district, 
exploring local businesses 
and open houses, decorat-
ing gingerbread houses in 
the Great Hall, meeting 
Santa for a quick picture, as 
well as dropping off those 
letters headed directly to the 
North Pole. 

There will be horse drawn 
carriage rides throughout 
the day as well as shopping 

with dozens of vendors set 
up throughout town. A 
puppet show, an elf  hunt 
and ice carvings are sure to 
keep everyone’s spirits high. 

There will be plenty for 
the entire family to come 
and enjoy. If you are lucky, 
you may just see Father 
Christmas strolling the 
streets and greeting our vis-
itors in town. Stick around 
to close the day with our 
holiday concert located in 
the Great Hall of the Town 
hall to hear some lovely 
voices, courtesy of the Saint 
Thomas Aquinas School 
Choir.

Members of the West 
Brookfield White Christ-
mas Committee 2025 are 
excited to be able to share 
this fun-filled day with both 
residents and non-residents 
alike. This is a free event 
brought to you courtesy of 
local businesses and town 
supporters. 

The committee encour-
ages everyone from all 
walks of life to come and 
enjoy the town, and kick off  
the holiday season with lots 
of festive events throughout 
town to interest everyone. 

Maps of town open 
houses and vendors can 
be picked up in various lo-
cal business, by accessing 
the Facebook page (“33rd 
Annual White Christmas 
in West Brookfield”) or by 
emailing: whitechristmas-
wb@gmail.com.

Committee members 
look forward to seeing ev-
eryone explore West Brook-
field and all the excitement 
the holiday season brings. 
They remind folks to be 
mindful as the health and 
safety of all guests is priori-
ty in West Brookfield. 

Parking is available free 
throughout town and shut-
tle services are available 
outside Gavitt Wire.

Former West Brookfield resident releases novel
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– Former West Brookfield 
resident Jonathan Cook 
has released a novel about 
New England’s criminal 
underbelly, “The Vampires 
of York, Maine: A Modern 
Crime Story” and will host 
meet the author book sign-
ing events across Worcester 
County.

Meet the author book 
signings are scheduled for 
Sunday, Dec. 7 at West 
Brookfield Art & Frame 
during the town’s White 
Christmas celebration be-
ginning at 11 a.m. and Sat-
urday, Dec. 13 at Moon 
Magick Café by Chey in 
Southbridge from 2-5 p.m.

Cook worked for 40 years 
in the restaurant industry 
including a stint at Salem 
Cross Inn. He was a jour-
nalist for 10 years at various 

small papers throughout 
New England. 

He now writes fiction 
full time from his home in 
Worcester where he’s work-
ing on the prequel to “Vam-
pires”, called “The Grav-
erobbers of Wormtown” set 
in Worcester in the 1990’s.

“The Vampires of York, 
Maine: A Modern Crime 
Story” follows the misad-
ventures of Jerry O’Shaug-
nessy, journalist turned bar 
owner, as he gets involved 
in a missing girl case. In the 
process, he uncovers human 
trafficking, a neo-Nazi gang 
and supernatural elements 
in coastal Maine. 

Packed with history and 
local lore of the Seacoast, 
this story has deep ties to 
the Worcester mafia. 

From the book: “What 
happened on this spot sent 

shockwaves through the 
frontier and into the towns. 
Some say this traumatiz-
ing event caused the Salem 
Witch Hysteria. Those who 
think so reason that Salem 
was the town where refugees 
from the massacre had fled, 
and only a few weeks later 
began the witch trial of Sar-
ah Good accused because 
she wasn’t devout enough. 
People were quite scared. 
Life in this area was terrify-
ing in the winter of 1692.

“Here today, we tend to 
feel those problems are con-
fined to an ancient era, but 
in reality they were a seed 
that is still alive even in those 
with very easy means.” 

The novel is currently 
available online and at Tide-
pool Bookshop on Chan-
dler Street. 

NEW BRAINTREE 
– The “Christmas in New 
Braintree Craft Fair” will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 
6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in 
the New Braintree Grade 
School and Town Hall. 

The fair is sponsored by 

the Tri-Parish Communi-
ty Church. There are a few 
spaces still available. To re-
serve, call 443-835-7530.

Other activities taking 
place during “Christmas 
in New Braintree” include 
the traditional Christmas 

Cookie Sale and Cafe, 
crafts and games for kids, 
visit with Santa, and a 
horse drawn hayride. Please 
join the Christmas in New 
Braintree festivities for a 
day of shopping and family 
fun.

Celebrate ‘Christmas in New Braintree’ Dec. 6

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Pictured are a few items handcrafted by Jeanette Renaud and 
Linda St. Denis. These and many other crafts will be available at 
the “Christmas in New Braintree Craft Fair” to be held on Satur-
day, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUNDREDS OF BIKES     E-BIKES!  

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

20% Off
ALL TOYS!

With this ad.  Expires 12/2/2025MATTRESS SALE!

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY
8AM-9PM

WE BEAT ALL APPLIANCES DEALS!

..............$269.99

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Pioneers beat Smith in vocational tournament
PALMER – On Friday, 

Nov. 14, Pathfinder football 
picked up a Week 10 win 
over Smith Vocational 42-
12. Pathfinder had multiple 
turnovers in the first half to 
get up fast in the game. The 
matchup was the first round 
of the vocational school 
football tournament, with 
Pathfinder advancing to face 
Cape Cod Regional Tech on 
Friday, Nov. 21. Highlights 
from that matchup will be in 
next week’s edition.

Warriors pick up win
before holiday matchup

FISKDALE – On Fri-
day, Nov. 14, the Tan-
tasqua Regional High 
School football team 
picked up a Week 10 win 
over Shrewsbury in a non-
playoff game.

The Warriors qualified 
for tournament this year 
and drew a first-round 
game on Nov. 7 against 
Scituate High School. 
The Warriors were defeat-
ed 33-10 on the road to 
end their playoff hopes.

The Warriors drew 
Shrewsbury on the road in 
the nonplayoff phase, and 
their offense put up some 
big scoring with a 42-35 
win. The victory brought 
Tantasqua’s season to an 
even 5-5 with their annual 
Thanksgiving Day match-
up to take place.

This year, the War-
riors drew the home game 
against their holiday rival 
Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School.TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Dustyn Cook kicks off for the Pioneers

The Pathfinder defensive line goes for the ball carrier.

Stephen Curtis makes a tackle attempt.

Grayson Griswold gets ready to make 
a handoff.

Jarett Skowyra takes the snap for a 
point-after kick.

The Pioneers get a tackle of a kick returner on special 
teams.

FITCHBURG – On Friday, 
Nov. 14, the Quabbin Regional 
High School football team picked 
up a win in Week 10 over host 
Montachusett Tech 20-6. After al-
lowing the first touchdown of the 
game, Quabbin had 20 unanswered 
points. Chase Talbot had a 60-yard 
kick return for a touchdown give 
Quabbin a 7-6 lead in the second 

quarter. Austin Holmes made a 
fumble recovery in the third quar-
ter and went 55 yard for a touch-
down. 

Then Zakk Mielnicki had a 
quarterback keeper in the fourth 
quarter a four-yard touchdown 
run. Quabbin was 3-7 heading into 
their Thanksgiving Eve matchup 
with rival Gardner High School.

Quabbin grabs third 
win in Week 10 game

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Chase Talbot looks to return the kickoff.

Wes Sanderson enters the pack.

Zakk Mielnicki sends a pass attempt away.

Brady Dennis makes a block on the line.Logan Sherbloom attempts to block two players.

Railers grab 3-2 home 
win over Gargoyles

WORCESTER  – At 
the next ECHL Board 
of Governors meeting, 
Railers COO Mike My-
ers should suggest that, 
to save time and aggra-
vation and wear and tear, 
the league should forego 
the first three periods of 
each hockey game and go 
directly to overtime.

If enough of those 
around the table said 
“aye”    Worcester might 
be the first ECHL team 
to go undefeated.

The Railers did it 
again last Sunday after-
noon. Anthony Repaci 
scored 90 seconds into 
OT to give his team a 3-2 
victory over the Greens-

boro Gargoyles. Worces-
ter has won six games this 
season, three in overtime.

It is 36-32 in overtime 
through the years but a 
remarkable 12-3 in its last 
15 OT games. Sunday’s 
fourth-period goal was 
the seventh of Repaci’s 
career.

At the time, the shot 
seemed like a waste of 
time.

Repaci was at the very 
bottom of the offensive 
zone, almost to the goal 
line, and at least 10 feet 
from Gargoyles goalie 
(say that fast three times, 
why don’t you?) Ruslan 

See RAILERS  PAGE 8

Thunderbirds score 
win over Utica

SPRINGFIELD - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(3-10-2-1) rode a magnifi-
cent night from their goal-
tender to a 2-0 shutout vic-
tory over the Utica Comets 
(2-9-2-1) on Friday night 
inside a sold-out Mass-
Mutual Center.

An unlikely source got 
the T-Birds onto the score-
sheet just 4:04 into the pe-
riod, as defenseman Leo 
Loof made a wise read from 
the defensive zone, jumping 
into a rush to create a 2-on-
1 attack. With Jakub Stan-
cl crashing the net from the 
left-wing side, Loof used 
the shooting lane available 
to him, snapping a wrister 
over Nico Daws’ blocker, 
giving Springfield the one-
goal edge off setups from 
Hugh McGing and Nikita 
Alexandrov.

Georgi Romanov got 
the nod in the T-Birds’ 
goal crease and answered 
the bell in the opening 
20 minutes, making eight 
stops while his defense in 
front of him limited Utica’s 
high-danger chances.

The middle period did 
not produce much in the 
way of chances, but the 
Comets made a strong 
push in the final minutes of 

the frame, and Romanov 
was forced to be at his best 
with a handful of saves off  
redirections. The netmind-
er also got some fortunate 
luck on one occasion as a 
Mike Hardman deflection 
attempt glanced off the un-
derside of the crossbar, but 
stayed out. 

Springfield also killed 
off one Utica power play 
attempt in the later stages 
of the second, while Utica 
went 2-for-2 to begin its 
night on the penalty kill, 
including 1:16 of power 
play time for the T-Birds 
at the start of the third. 
The Comets relentlessly 
pressured the Springfield 
net throughout the third, 
but Romanov had answers 
time and time again. Utica 
finished the game with 33 
shots, but Romanov had 
stops on every one.

Calle Rosen finally put 
the game away with 1:11 
to play, taking a pass from 
Romanov behind the net 
and lobbing a shot 200 feet 
down the ice and into a 
yawning cage to round out 
the scoring. The netmind-
er’s first shutout and win as 
a T-Bird also gave Spring-
field its second straight win 
on home ice.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
Turley Publications 

sports department has 
recently joined Insta-
gram. You can find our 
account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature sam-
ples of photos that you 
will see in our publica-
tions on a weekly basis. 
Please follow and share 

with your friends and 
loved ones. 

We will be featur-
ing photos from all 11 
of our sports sections, 
but as always, you can 
see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing 
to your local paper or 
picking up a copy in 
your community.
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

NAME: Madelyn Bagg
SCHOOL: Quaboag

Bagg helped the Cou-
gars to a late season win 
over Ware a few weeks 
back, scoring a goal for the 
Cougars.

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, con-
tact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-
283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

Khazheyev (say that fast 
three times, too) but fired 
away, anyway.

It went through the five-
hole to earn two points for 
the home team.

“I didn’t have an angle,” 
Repaci said. “I knew I was 
late in the shift and I could 
see (Matt Stief) coming 
downhill. I didn’t want to 
make a pass that gets picked 
off and there’s a 2 on 1 going 
the other way.

“So what I was trying to 
do is just throw it into the 
goalie’s pads and hopefully 
have it pop out somewhere.”

Repaci has scored 97 
goals now for the Railers so, 
just doing the math, some 
of them had to be overtime 
goals. Seven is a high per-
centage, though.

“I’ll take ‘em,” he said. 
“I’m thankful that coaches 
trust me to go out there for 
3 on 3 and put me in good 

situations where there’s open 
ice.”

The victory was Worces-
ter’s fifth in the last six games, 
all at home. The Railers fin-
ished this eight-game home-
stand, their longest of the 
season, earning 10 of a pos-
sible 16 points. That is a .625 
winning percentage, a good 
mark in a league where home 
ice is not a huge advantage.

Henrik Tikkanen got the 
win in the Railers net. He 
has won four in a row with 
an 0.73 goals-against aver-
age. Worcester is 5-2-1 for 
11 points in Tikkanen’s eight 
starts this season.

Riley Piercey and Matt 
DeMelis had the other Rail-
ers goals. Colton Leiter and 
Wade Murphy scored for the 
Gargoyles.

The Railers played one of 
their best first periods of the 
season, especially at home, 
and had the lead after 20 
minutes for merely the sec-
ond time this year.

They dominated the ear-
ly going and had a lot of 
pressure, but not a lot of 
goals. Worcester was finally 
rewarded when Piercey got 
his first goal of the season at 
13:36 as the Railers took ad-
vantage of a turnover created 
by Max Dorrington.

He controlled the puck 
about 10 feet inside the blue 
line and passed it to Piercey. 
He put a low shot under 
Khazheyev’s pads to make it 
1-0.

Leiter tied it with a power 
play goal at 4:32 of the sec-
ond period. DeMelis got the 
lead back at 11:04, set up by 
Stief. Murphy re-tied it with 
a shorthanded goal at 3:53 of 
the third period, finishing off  
a 2 on 1 break.

It remained 2-2 until Re-
paci figured he would just 
put the puck on net and see 
what happened.

What happened turned 
out to be a happy ending for 
the Railers.

RAILERS  FROM PAGE 7

Monadnock set to hold awards banquet
MILFORD, N.H. – Mo-

nadnock Speedway is set to 
close out another thrilling 
racing season with a night 
of celebration, recognition, 
and community. On Sat-
urday, Dec.13 beginning 
at 5:30 p.m., the speedway 
will host its highly antici-
pated Annual Awards Ban-
quet at the Best Western in 
Keene, New Hampshire.

The event will spotlight 
the achievements of the 
champions and top ten 
drivers in the regular week-
ly divisions, while also rec-
ognizing the top three in 
the Six Shooter Division, 

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas 
Triple Crown Champions, 
and competitors in the 
Young Gun Division for 
their dedication and com-
mitment to the sport. In 
addition, several specialty 
awards will be presented 
throughout the evening, 
honoring standout per-
formances and contribu-
tions both on and off the 
track.

Fans, drivers, teams, and 
families are invited to join 
the festivities as Monad-
nock Speedway celebrates 
the close of a competitive 
season and the communi-

ty that makes it all possi-
ble. This annual tradition 
brings together the best 
of the racing family for an 
evening of camaraderie, re-
flection, and excitement for 
the upcoming season.

To purchase a ticket on-
line go to:  https://square.
link/u/jHFglOQf

Tickets are limited! 
Event capacity is 200. Seat-
ing is 8 to 10 people per 
table. Requests to be seat-
ed with another team may 
be made by emailing the 
speedway @ monadnock-
speedway@ymail.com.

arugula; and cruciferous 
veggies like kale, broccoli 
and cauliflower.

Entertain yourself: Even 
in the Middle Ages, people 
enjoyed indoor games like 
chess, as well as outdoor ac-
tivities and fall fetes.

As the saying goes, to 
everything there is a sea-
son. Making a few changes 
in your routines and habits 
can help you feel better this 
fall.

  Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate and founder of 
www.NurseAdvocateEntre-

preneur.com, which trains 
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates.   Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
Turley Newspaper readers as 
well as to nurses interested in 
becoming advocates.  Reach 
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com

YOUR HEALTH
FROM PAGE 4

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

- community -
Dante is waiting for a fourth chance

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Dante, the beagle who cap-
tured hearts in 2020 after 
spending a full month on the 
run during her recovery from 
a broken leg, has returned to 
Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices. 

Now 12-years-old, Dan-
te is hoping for a “fourth 
chance” after her owner faced 
a significant life change and 
could no longer care for her.

Dante’s history with Sec-
ond Chance is long and un-
forgettable. She first arrived 
on transport from an over-
crowded Tennessee shelter. 
She returned after being hit 
by a car and underwent sur-
gery for her injuries. 

While recuperating in 
foster care, she escaped and 
traveled more than 15 miles 
from Hardwick back to East 
Brookfield, an incredible 
journey that made headlines.

 At the time, Second 
Chance CEO Sheryl Blan-
cato said, “It was like a sto-
ry out of a children’s book 
where the heroine overcomes 
her fear through strength 
and determination to re-
turn to the people and place 
where she first knew love.” 

A local resident helped 
identify the frightened stray, 
and Second Chance quick-
ly set a trap, later adding a 
second trap with assistance 
from Missing Dogs Massa-
chusetts. Staff monitored 

live cameras and watched 
as Dante finally entered the 
trap set for her safe return. 

Despite her ordeal, she 
was in relatively good shape 
and had even gained two 
pounds during her travels.

Today, Dante is a gentle 
senior girl with a shy dis-
position. Her adoption bio 
explains her needs clearly: “I 
have quite the story. I am an 
escape artist and I can’t help 
it; I love to explore! One of 
my adventures in my earlier 
years landed me with a bro-
ken leg. I absolutely must 
have a home with a fenced 
yard. I also need someone 
who will diligently keep my 
leash on. It is best if  I go 
home to either a single per-

son or to a couple and no 
young children because I’m 
afraid that’s an easy way for 
me to slip out the door and 
take to wandering again.”

Because she takes time to 
warm up, interested adopt-
ers will need to make multi-
ple visits to ensure she feels 
comfortable before heading 
to her new home. Second 
Chance is committed to 
helping her find the safe, 
loving environment she de-
serves for her golden years.

For more information or 
to meet Dante, visit second-
chanceanimals.org/adopt-
able-dogs or stop by the 
Second Chance Adoption 
Center at 111 Young Road, 
to meet her.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Dante is a 12-year-old beagle at Second Chance Animal Services and she is 
looking for a new home.

Workshop13 highlights local talent Nov. 29
WARE – Workshop13 is 

excited to highlight seven lo-
cal and regional musicians - 
Charlie Diamond, Eric Troy, 
Tobey sol Laroche, O’Leyra, 
Catie Verostick, Makayla 
Nelson, and featured artist 
Taija New – in its new Singer 
Songwriter Series. 

This event takes place in 
Workshop13’s Grand Hall 
at 13 Church St. on Satur-
day, Nov. 29. Doors open at 
6 p.m. and the performance 
begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
priced on a sliding scale and 
are available at www.work-
shop13.org.

Special guests from the 
Musical Chairs of Massa-
chusetts podcast/YouTube 
channel, Chris Guerra and 
Nikki Cross, will be present. 
Enjoy photo ops, meet and 
greets, food for purchase (free 
popcorn), and a cash bar. 

The performance will 
feature sound design by Bri-
an Jyringi and be hosted by 

Amanda Meli and MC’d by 
Kevin Wherry.

Singer-songwriters will 
share their original songs and 
the stories behind them, “in 
the round” style, a perfor-
mance format that brings a 
group of singer-songwriters 

together sharing the 
stage, with each artist 
delivering songs one 
after another. After 
intermission, enjoy 
a special featured 
performance by na-
tionally touring artist 
Taija New, followed 
by powerful second 
round, a group cur-
tain call, and a com-
munity meet-and 
greet with all per-
formers.

About
 Workshop13

Workshop13 is 
a dynamic center 
where arts, culture, 

and community converge—
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more informa-
tion visit workshop13.org, or 
call 413-277-6072. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Singer Songwriter Series at Workshop13 will 
feature seven local and regional musicians on 
Saturday, Nov. 29 at 7 p.m.
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$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ..................................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
11/27/25-12/3/2511/27/25-12/3/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLET SKINLESS .....

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TEMPURA BREADED
SHRIMP 12 OZ. BOX .......................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGH TRAY PAK ...............

$899
USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN PARTY CUT

CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ...............

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$233
lb

lb

$399
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE CAROLINA 
GOLD MARINATED BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ..............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .......... lb

lb
$369

$335

lb
$166

69¢

ea

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

$249
lb

$699
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$599
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

rors in reporting, so he has 
appealed this decision.

“It appears that some of 
the students who DESE be-
lieves should have taken the 
test should not have been 
taking the test, so we want to 
make sure those numbers are 
clear,” he said. 

McCormick said the 
school district is really focus-
ing on maintaining consis-
tent, high-quality instruction 
for its students. He said staff  
turnover has shown to have 
a negative impact on test 
scores.

He said many grade levels 
are showing consistent stu-
dent growth, with some ar-
eas that need improvement, 
including grade five math 
scores. 

McCormick said the 
school district has also seen 
an improvement in student 
attendance.

McCormick said even 
though it is no longer a 
graduation requirement, the 
MCAS test is still a good 
“measuring stick” to see how 
students are learning. 

Remembering Damian 
Sarrette

McCormick recognized 
27-year veteran English Lan-
guage Arts teacher Damian 
Sarrette who passed away on 
Oct. 30.

“During this long and dec-
orated tenure, he taught, he 
guided and supported thou-

sands of students,” he said. 
“Leaving a lasting impression 
on generations of learners.”

McCormick said Sarrette’s 
dedication to the students 
went beyond the school day, 
serving as National Honor 
Society advisor, Senior Class 
advisor and the Card Playing 
Club advisor.

“Damian consistently 
gave his time, his energy and 
the heart to the students of 
NBHS,” he said.

Sarrette also served as 
the Teachers Association 
president for over 10 years, 
“advocating fiercely for his 
membership while always 
maintaining a fair, steady and 
reasonable presence during 
contract negotiations.”

McCormick said Sarrette 
was the loving father of Luke, 
Mason and Avry, whom he 
spoke of often and with tre-
mendous pride.

“His loss is felt profoundly 
by his students, his colleagues 
and our entire school com-
munity. There will always be 
a significant void in his ab-
sence,” he said.

McCormick asked every-
one to join him in a moment 
of silence to remember Sar-
rette.

Superintendent’s report
McCormick said Dave 

Kartunen of kartoonEDU, a 
former broadcast news jour-
nalist, recorded interviews 
with himself, STEM teach-
er John McNeil and several 
STEM students.

“What he does is turn 
these interviews kind of into 
a message for families, for 
teachers, for students, but he 
does it in a way that is very 
easy to understand,” he said. 

McCormick said this was 
paid for from grant funding 
received for Innovation Path-
ways.

McCormick said he and 
High School Principal Brian 
Beck attended an informa-
tion session hosted by the 
One8 Foundation for Investi-
gating History. 

He said Investigating His-
tory is more of an elementary 
through early middle school 
history curriculum. He said 
the Democratic Knowledge 
Project, a curriculum for 
eighth grade civics students, 
was introduced as a curricu-
lum this year. 

“This grant, if  awarded, 
will allow some training for 
our teachers, for our adminis-
trators…the hope is to phase 
this curriculum in upon 
School Committee approval 
next fall,” he said. “We’re ex-
cited about this opportunity.”

McCormick said the Su-
perintendent’s Advisory 
Council is now entering year 
two, and will hold its first 
meeting soon. 

Special education 
procedural guide

McCormick credited Di-
rector of Student Services 
Dr. Michael Baldassarre for 
organizing the school dis-
trict’s procedures for special 

education into a formalized 
manual in preparation for the 
upcoming audit in January 
2026.

“This is going to help us 
not only with our audit, but 
also going forward and hav-
ing a clear plan for our spe-
cial education department,” 
he said.

Baldassarre said he 
worked with staff to review 
preexisting documents to 
build a comprehensive proce-
dural guide.

“The purpose of it is sim-
ple,” he said. “We really want 
to make sure that everyone in 
North Brookfield has a clear 
and consistent direction that 
reflects not just the Depart-
ment of Education’s require-
ments, but the way we actual-
ly serve our kids.”

Baldassarre said he hopes 
this guide becomes a reliable 
resource for teachers. He said 
the guide will also be posted 
on the school district’s web-
site for parents to review. 

Administrators’ reports
Beck thanked everyone 

who showed their support to 
the students and staff dealing 
with the unexpected loss of 
Sarrette. He said counselors 
from other school districts 
were on hand to provide sup-
port as well. 

A Winter Fest Concert 
will feature elementary and 
high school ensembles on 
Thursday, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. 
in the elementary school.

Beck said the annual Well-

ness Day event was held, and 
it included games of pick-
leball, crafts, rock painting, 
making magnets, karaoke, 
banking and financial well-
ness, stress reduction, board 
games and weightlifting. He 
thanked the staff involved 
with organizing this event.

Baldassarre said the Spe-
cial Education Parent Ad-
visory Council is hosting its 
first spaghetti supper on Nov. 
19, which will include a pre-
sentation about managing 
anxiety and stress at school 
and home. He said this event 
is open to all parents in the 
school district.

“For our parents to learn 
about ways to work with their 
children,” he said.

Baldassarre said the 
school district now has an 
official SEPAC and has 
appointed officers. He said 
this was a “badge of hon-
or” for the special educa-
tional department to have 
pulled this off in such a 
short time.

Student Council update
Student Council Repre-

sentative Noah Gillette said 
the annual Giving Turkey 
food drive has begun and 
donations will be accepted 
throughout the month. Non-
perishable food items collect-
ed will be given to the North 
Brookfield Community Food 
Collaborative.

Gillette said the teach-
er whose class collected the 
most donations would have 

to wear a turkey costume on 
Nov. 26.

The Giving Tree will be 
put up in December. He said 
more information would be 
posted on the North Brook-
field Student Council’s social 
media pages and around the 
school.

The annual Christmas in 
North Brookfield event host-
ed by the Student Council 
will return on Saturday, Dec. 
6 from noon-2 p.m. in the 
high school. There will be 
crafts, free raffles, food, mu-
sic, pictures with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, games and gifts 
from Operation Christmas 
Cheer. 

Teacher and U.S. Army 
veteran McNeil will lead 
a ruck with his platoon to 
benefit Operation Christmas 
Cheer from the Police Station 
to the school to distribute 
toys. Toys will be collected at 
the Police Station prior to the 
ruck.

Gillette invited communi-
ty members to follow the Stu-
dent Council on Facebook 
and Instagram, and to attend 
their meetings, which are held 
every other Monday in the 
high school kiva.

Donations
The School Committee 

accepted a donation in the 
amount of approximately 
$350 in supplies to repair the 
elementary school’s loading 
dock, and $850 from a golf  
tournament to benefit the 
athletics department.

MCAS SCORES
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derly, disabled, or children. 
She also said that the 

food collaborative is more 
accessible than other food 
pantries in the town, as they 
deliver and operate on a 24/7 
basis, while the current food 
assistance programs in the 
town only operate 11 hours 
a month combined. The col-
laborative is also partnered 
with many reputable orga-
nizations, including Whole 
Foods, C&S distributors, 
and Hannaford, and they 
get deliveries weekly from 
these organizations. 

In response to the board 
saying that they need a food 
handling permit to operate, 
Farrington said that is not 
the case. 

Since the collaborative 
is only receiving deliveries 
and distributing them the 
same day, they do not need 
a food handling permit, be-

cause there is no cooking 
or preparation being done, 
Farrington said. She said to 
“think of the collaborative 
as a postal distribution cen-
ter.” 

However, even though 
there is no cooking or prepa-
ration, since there is food 
being held and distributed, 
permits must still be ac-
quired, and inspections are 
still mandatory, according 
to the proposal. 

Farrington said she found 
a permit which describes ex-
actly what they are doing, 
which is in Massachusetts 
General Law Section 94 Sec-
tion 66 Cold Storage Ware-
hoses. This law describes 
operations similar to Far-
rington’s, which are separate 
from commercial kitchens, 
the proposal said. 

Ethan Melad, chairman 
of the Board of Health, said 
that this license is given out 
on a state level, and that 
local boards may not have 

the authority to grant this 
license.

Farrington suggested a 
viable solution to this permit 
concern would be to draft a 
bylaw for the town, specif-
ically allowing residential 
homes to distribute food so 
long as it is not prepared, 
and stays in its original pack-
aging. She cited many orga-
nizations that are already 
doing this successfully, and 
without issue, including the 
Greater Boston Food Bank, 
multiple churches, and Food 
Hero, another non-profit in 
the state. 

Farrington also ad-
dressed inaction on behalf  
of the Board of Health, al-
leging that when the board 
instituted this necessity for a 
proposal, they gave no guid-
ance, no transition period to 
let them continue distribut-
ing food, and no collabora-
tive problem solving. 

“Food insecurity is a pub-
lic health issue. This board 

has both the authority and 
responsibility to address it,” 
she said. 

The board’s reponse
At the onset of the meet-

ing, Melad said that the 
board has been coopera-
tive, and in communication 
with both Farrington and 
the food collaborative to try 
and find a solution to keep 
the program in operation. 
He said the allegations that 
the board has not been help-
ing are inaccurate, and that 
their goal was never to shut 
down the collaborative. 

He said that the goal of 
the board is to uphold reg-
ulations, and that they are 
not intentionally preventing 
the collaborative from op-
erating, and that they never 
issued a cease and desist to 
the organization. 

Questions were also 
raised by Farrington and 
the organization, as well 
as community members in 
attendance, as to why the 

board has waited until now 
to start enforcing the collab-
orative. 

The board said they knew 
of the collaborative, but not 
that they were distribut-
ing “time and temperature 
sensitive foods,” which are 
foods that require freezing 
or refrigeration to be safe 
for consumption. 

There was not a clear res-
olution to the issue, but the 
board provided the option 
of proposing a variance to 
the state, which if  accepted 
would let her continue to 
operate as is, without devi-
ation. The process would 
include Farrington and 
the collaborative writing a 
proposal to the state. Far-
rington asked if  the board 
would help her write this 
proposal, to which they 
agreed. 

The attendance of the 
meeting, which was moved 
to the North Brookfield 
Police Station because of 

expected turnout, was large, 
over-crowding the meeting 
room in the station. The 
public was staunchly on the 
side of the collaborative, 
and expressed their frus-
tration that the board was 
allegedly creating excessive 
difficulty for a charity orga-
nization. 

One community member, 
a volunteer with the collabo-
rative named Nancy, said to 
the board “there is so much 
hurt,” and pleaded with the 
board to follow through. 
Another community mem-
ber expressed her frustra-
tion saying that food stamps 
are not enough to cover 
food needs, and that orga-
nizations like Farrington’s 
make a huge difference. 

“You can’t live off of 30 
dollars,” she said. 

The Board of Health 
meets on the third Wednes-
day of every month, and are 
currently scheduled to meet 
next on Dec. 17. 

N BROOKFIELD
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Christmas in New Braintree is Dec. 6
NEW BRAINTREE – 

New Braintree is kicking off  
the holiday season with its 
“Christmas in New Brain-
tree” on Saturday, Dec. 6. 

The event will include a 
craft fair hosted by the Tri 
Parish Community Church 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
the New Braintree Grade 
School and Town Hall, both 
located on Memorial Drive, 

photos with Santa from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. and crafts for 
children. 

The New Braintree Con-
gregational Church will be 
holding its traditional cook-
ie sale and cafe during the 
craft fair. 

The New Braintree His-
torical Society will be host-
ing a Holiday Open House 
at the museum at 10 Utley 

Road from 4:30-6:30 p.m., 
and there will be a town 
tree lighting ceremony at the 
town hall to bring an end to 
the festivities. 

All are welcome. Any-
one who would like to 
participate as a vendor or 
volunteer please contact 
Bonnie St. Cyr at 443-835-
7530 or bonniestcyr@ya-
hoo.com.

Advent Interlude at First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield on Dec. 2

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – First Congre-
gational Church of West 
Brookfield, UCC, 36 
North Main St., will be 
hosting a new event, Ad-
vent Interlude, on Tues-
day evening, Dec. 2, at 7 
p.m.  

Open to the commu-

nity, Advent Interlude is 
an hour of inspiring read-
ings, short video presen-
tations, and lively music 
offerings designed to help 
folks reflect upon, and 
be inspired by, the true 
meaning of the Advent 
season, in preparation for 
the Christmas celebration 

of the birth of Jesus. 
All are welcome and 

invited to come for a time 
of joy and then go out in-
spired by the true mean-
ing of the season in which 
we prepare for the birth 
of the Christ child. For 
more information call the 
church at 508-867-7078.



PAGE 10    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, November 28, 2025

Abigail Rorer of Petersh-
am, who recently held a very 
successful solo show at the 
gallery back in October, will 
have her wood engravings, 
silverpoints and more. She is 
also the publisher of limited 
edition fine print books.

West Brookfield’s-own 
talented wood turner, Frank 
White, will have his bowls 
and more to display at the 
show – any one of his piec-
es will bring beauty to your 
holiday table setting. 

Brookfield artist Vanessa 
Varjian is the youngest art-

ist in the show, but her years 
of experience as a painter 
are evident in her outdoor 
scenes, which have an im-
pressionistic feel and per-
fectly capture the way the 
natural light hits her subject. 

Susan Pecora of Thorn-
dike, who used to have her 
own painting show on PBS, 
will have numerous paint-
ings featuring easily iden-
tifiable local landscapes. 
Pecora is a renowned artist 
and her work is featured in 
galleries all over. 

In addition to being the 
gallery owner, Fay is also 
one of its artists. For this 

year’s Holiday Group Show 
she will showcase her beetle 
and bee pieces while incor-
porating 22-karat gold leaf.

Joanne Talbot Quinn of 
Princeton is a retired art 
teacher, has been focusing 
her paintbrush on capturing 
the vibrant beauty of the 
nasturtium flower, in addi-
tion to the soft beauty of 
her landscape scenes.

West Brookfield native 
Cathe Palo and Lowell res-
ident Cassandra Goldwater 
will return after holding 
their third annual Jewelry 
Show at the gallery in No-
vember. Their stunning jew-

elry ranges from metal ban-
gles, to pendants adorned 
with natural stones collected 
from the beach. Each piece 
is handcrafted and unique.

West Brookfield artist 
Jennifer Geldard will also 
return to the gallery to show-
case her jewelry made with 
glass beads and her whimsi-
cal paintings. Geldard used 
to own a bead shop in Con-
cord many years ago, before 
opening Glass Girls Studio 
and Gallery in the space 
that is now West Brookfield 
Art & Frame. 

Cheryl O’Donnell of 
New Hampshire will also 

be featured in the Holiday 
Group Show. Known for 
decorative painting, O’Don-
nell is also noted for her fine 
art portraits and landscapes. 

Carole Bentley of North 
Brookfield will also be fea-
tured in the show, with her 
paintings of landscapes, sea-
scapes, flowers and birds.

Holden plein air paint-
er Gerard Blouin is said to 
paint outdoors in almost 
any weather. An environ-
mentalist and outdoorsman, 
his passions are reflected in 
the scenes he captures on 
canvas.

Multimedia artist and 

bookbinder Karen Thomp-
son Bullock from West 
Brookfield will have gor-
geous ornaments and won-
derful boxes on display. 

Lisa Cohen of Gilbert-
ville, who is also an active 
participant at Workshop13, 
has restocked her ceram-
ic offerings at the gallery. 
When she is not at the kiln, 
Cohen is writing science fic-
tion and fantasy novels and 
being active in her commu-
nity.

Artist John Collins of 
Ware, will feature his paint-
ings in the show. Collins is 
also a talented sculptor, hav-
ing recently focused on his 
artistic talents after retiring 
from his career as an archi-
tect. 

Elisabeth Hyder of North 
Brookfield makes her own 
paste paper and creates all 
kinds of works of art with it.

Cruger Johnson Phillips 
is the only abstract artist 
featured in the show, and she 
will have her small, original 
paintings, which have inspi-
rational and positive mes-
sages written on the back. 

White Christmas and 
book signing

Local author Jonathan 
Cook will have a “meet the 
author” event and book 
signing at the gallery during 
White Christmas in West 
Brookfield on Sunday, Dec. 
7 starting at 11 a.m.

Cook worked for 40 years 
in the restaurant industry 
including a stint at Salem 
Cross Inn. He was a jour-
nalist for 10 years at various 
small papers throughout 
New England. 

“The Vampires of 
York, Maine: A Modern 
Crime Story” follows the 
misadventures of Jerry 
O’Shaugnessy, journalist 
turned bar owner, as he 
gets involved in a missing 
girl case. In the process, he 
uncovers human traffick-
ing, a neo-Nazi gang and 
supernatural elements in 
coastal Maine. 

Packed with history and 
local lore of the Seacoast, 
this story has deep ties to 
the Worcester mafia. 

About the gallery
The Holiday Group 

Show will be on display 
at West Brookfield Art & 
Frame Gallery, 10 East 
Main St., for the month 
of December. For more 
information, call the gal-
lery at 508-753-8604, email 
yafacceber@hotmail.com, 
visit westbrookfieldartand-
frame.com or stop by the 
gallery during open hours, 
Thursday and Friday from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
Sunday from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.

GALLERY SHOW
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- public safety -
During the week of Nov. 

10-16, the East Brookfield 
Police Department respond-
ed to 155 building/proper-
ty checks, 79 directed area 
patrols, seven radar assign-
ments, 11 traffic controls, 
eight emergency 911 calls, 
one citizen assist, one assist 
other agency, three investiga-
tions, one property damage, 
two motor vehicle accidents, 
two safety hazards, one ani-
mal call and 29 motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Monday, Nov. 10
3:36 p.m. Property Dam-

age, East Main Street, Ar-
rest(s) Made

5:59 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-
hicle Crash, Rice Road, Ar-
rest(s) Made

11:46 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Drake Street, Trans-
ported to Hospital

Tuesday, Nov. 11
11:18 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Howe Street, Pa-
tient Refusal

12:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Pond Road, Ci-
tation Issued

3:48 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Written Warning

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

5:40 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

11:22 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Lashaway Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Nov. 12
12:59 p.m. Investigation, 

Rice Road, Services Ren-
dered

2:58 p.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Dunn Brook Road, 
Spoken To

9:02 p.m. Directed/Area 
Patrol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

Thursday, Nov. 13
9:46 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Terry Lane, Services Ren-
dered

Friday, Nov. 14
12:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, East Main Street, Re-
port Taken

5:09 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Route 49, Written 
Warning

9:37 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
West Sturbridge Road, Spo-
ken To

10:17 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Maple Street, Trans-
ported to Hospital

10:27 p.m. 911 Suspicious 
Activity, West Main Street, 
Negative Contact

Saturday, Nov. 15
10:16 a.m. 911 Misdial, 

Maple Street, Spoken To
3:25 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Out of Town, Ser-
vices Rendered

6:19 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Written Warning

Sunday, Nov. 16
8:43 a.m. Investigation, 

East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

9:43 a.m. Investigation, 
Connie Mack Drive, Services 

Rendered
10:20 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

4:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

4:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning 

5:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

5:55 p.m. Directed/Area 
Patrol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

6:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

7:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

8:36 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Route 49, Written 
Warning

East Brookfield Police Log

Weir River Jazz presents 
free holiday concerts

HARDWICK – Weir Riv-
er Jazz will present “Tunes 
for the Tinsel,” a big band 
concert in the sanctuary of 
the Stone Church Cultural 
Center on Route 32 in Gil-
bertville on Sunday, Dec.7 at 
2 p.m. 

All are welcome to join 
them to hear the great sounds 
of a traditional Big Band 
with their version of popular 

seasonal melodies. Or if  you 
prefer a different setting, join 
the band on Saturday Dec. 13 
at 2 p.m. for “Trimmings for 
the Tree,” presented at Work-
shop13 in Ware.  

Both programs are open 
to the public and there is 
no charge for admission. 
Reservations are suggested 
for Workshop13 as seats go 
quickly there.

TTaannttaassqquuaa RReeggiioonnaall HHiigghh SScchhooooll
TTeecchhnniiccaall DDiivviissiioonn

Now accepting Applications for 
school year 2026-2027 for grades 9 & 10

All of our programs are Chapter 74 approved

We service students from Brimfield, Brookfield, Wales, Holland, Sturbridge, 
East Brookfield, West Brookfield, and Leicester

Culinary Arts Information Technology 

Architectural Design Mechanical Design 

Health Careers  Carpentry 

Hospitality Management Electrical 

Business Tech   Advanced Manufacturing 

To print an application, please go to https://technical.tantasqua.org
Application for Admission is located within Forms

319 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA 01518 • 508-347-3045
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TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that in 
accordance with the provisions 
of M.G.L Chapter 40A, Sec-
tion 9, and Section 11 Back Lot 
Permit, of the West Brookfield 
Zoning Bylaws, the Planning 
Board will open a public hearing 
on Monday, December 15th, 
2025 at 6:00 pm in the Town 
Hall Meeting Room, 2 East Main 
Street, for the following applica-
tion:

Darcie Confar seeks Special 
Permit approval to create a Back-

lot, approximately 20.805 acres, 
at 62 Birch Hill Road, West 
Brookfield.  

Interested parties may review 
the plan at the office of the Town 
Clerk in the Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street, West Brookfield. 
A copy is posted on the display 
board outside of the Town Hall 
and on the Town website at 
www.wbrookfield.com, under 
the Events Calendar. 

The Board invites all interest-
ed parties to attend the public 
hearing. 

Timothy Morrell
Planning Board Chair 

11/28, 12/05/2025

- legals -
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 
413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state licensed. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance 
on trucks as well as keeping equipment 
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!  

RB Enterprises 
Ludlow, MA

Town of Worthington
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest from qualified candidates to fill 
two full-time Equipment Operator/General 
Laborer positions in the Town Highway De-
partment. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.
• salary rate range: $26.49 - $38.59 per

hour
Further information can be found on the 

Town’s website:
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to: highway@worthington-ma.us or to 
Worthington Highway Department, PO 
Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098.  This 
posting will remain pertinent until the po-
sition is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
INVITATION TO BID

SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

The Town of Worthington Highway Depart-
ment is soliciting bids for seasonal plowing 
services for the 2025–2026 winter season. 
Work will include plowing backroads and 
selected blacktop sections throughout the 
Town of Worthington.
Minimum equipment requirements:
• ¾-ton truck or larger
• 8-foot plow (minimum)
Please contact the Worthington Highway
Department for bid specifications and route 
details: 
Worthington Highway Department 
64 Huntington Road
Worthington, MA 01098 
Phone: 413-238-5830 
Email: highway@worthington-ma.us
The Town of Worthington reserves the
right to accept or reject any and all bids
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED PAINTING

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

REAL ESTATE

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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- community -Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10pm-7pm

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY 
8AM TO 9 PM !!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ......Water for Elephants at PPAC      ..................$120
Dec. 20 ....Cirque Holidaze ............................................$120
May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
July19 ......8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Three Great 2026 
Norwegian Cruises

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - 
NORTH BROOKFIELD, MA

Stunning, executive ranch, offering 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, and a bright home 
office. Open floor plan features a cabinet-
packed chef’s kitchen with granite countertops, 
a large center island, expansive living/dining 
room with vaulted ceilings, recessed lighting, and a cozy gas fireplace. Private 
primary suite with huge walk-in closet and spa-like bath. Additional highlights: 
separate laundry room, mudroom, hardwood floors, central air, propane heat, paved 
driveway, and an oversized deck perfect for entertaining. Welcoming farmer’s porch 
and a beautiful backyard with sweeping views. Available for $729,900!!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Absolutely gorgeous manufactured home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 55+ community.  
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, kitchen loaded with cherry cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast 

nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated room with gas fireplace (stove) on thermostat.  
TONS of improvements - windows, 

furnace, hot water heater and central 
air done in 2023, new side deck 

with composite wood, newer flooring 
throughout.  Generac generator 

2018, Master bath has double vanity, 
huge linen closet and skylight, 

oversized living room with vaulted 
ceilings and tons of natural lighting.  

Storage shed with new roof and 
electric, patio sitting area out back 

with room for small garden.  Lots of 
beautiful mature plants and flowers.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

PRICE REDUCED

18 Fox Run, Brookfield 
NEW PRICE - $279,900

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $289,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the 
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck 
and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes 
water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior 
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $219,000. 
See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

Prime Rib 
Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

Online Ordering Available 
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

            Function Space Available - Book Holiday Parties Now
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR 

  HUGE BLACK FRIDAY DEALS!

Join us for A Weekend of Joy

Santa 
Arriving at 

12 p.m.

Christmas at Hardwick Crossing
Saturday & Sunday, November 29th & 30th, 12-4 p.m.

Reservations Recommended For Seating In Restaurant
     Vendor Applications - cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com
    Free photos with Santa, hay rides, crafters, cookie decorating & more!


