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Order ahead and pick up at the farm. 
FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Order online 
FarmerMatt.com/roasts

Farm-fresh beef, pork, and poultry and hot 
meals and freshly baked goods from Farmer 
Matt’s kitchen.

Farmer Matt has standing rib, prime 
rib, and tenderloin roasts available 
for your holiday table. All roasts are 
dry-aged Angus beef.

Holiday roasts available 
for pre-order

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Students at West Brookfield 
Elementary School honored 
veterans at a ceremony that fea-
tured patriotic songs, readings 
and artwork.

The Nov. 9 ceremony began 
with the Pledge of Allegiance 
led by third grade students, 
followed by the singing of the 
National Anthem by all in at-
tendance.

“We begin today by recog-
nizing veterans, active duty, 
guardsmen, reservists…who 
have kept the country safe and 
free,” Principal Melissa Provost 
said.

Provost thanked West 
Brookfield American Legion 
Post 244 for providing a color 
guard. 

WBES thanks veterans 
for their service

Students at West Brookfield Elementary School get ready to hand out flowers to vet-
erans during a Veterans Day ceremony held on Nov. 9.

By Paula Ouimette
 Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The best things really do come 
in small packages, as shown at 
the Small Works Show at West 
Brookfield Art & Frame, 10 
East Main St.

Featuring 13 of the gallery’s 
21 artists, this year’s Small 
Works Show opened on Nov. 
17 and will remain in place 
through Christmas. Although 
small, each piece of art is just 
as detailed and beautiful as the 
larger pieces displayed in the 
gallery.

West Brookfield bookbind-
er Karen Bullock displayed her 
handbound journals, including 
ones that come paired with 
mini journals. 

“They’re all one-of-a-kind 
things,” Bullock said of her 
work. 

Before she became a book-
binder, Bullock worked for Do-
ver Saddlery making custom 
riding chaps and doing repairs.

Together with her hus-
band, Bullock restores books 
through their business Old 
Working Books & Bindery. 

“I’m one of those kids that 
can’t sit still,” Bullock joked, 

Small Works Show 

Local artists featured in 
final show of the year

See MORE PHOTOS  I   
PAGE 8

Karen Bullock displayed her handmade journals and cards at West Brookfield Art & 
Frame’s Small Works Show during an artist’s reception held on Nov. 17. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY PAULA OUIMETTE

See ARTISTS   I   PAGE 7

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com 

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The Central Massachusetts Re-
gional Planning Commission 
presented a new Climate Pol-
lution Reduction Grant work-
shop. 

Part of their first phase of 
a Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grant, the agency insists on 

raising community engagement 
and seeking out sectors of cli-
mate pollution most commonly 
affecting some sub-regions. 

Executive Director of CM-
RPC Janet Pierce stated that 
the Commission represents 
40 communities in the state 
of Massachusetts. CMRPC 
is one of 13 regional planning 
agencies in the state alongside 
northern Worcester County in 

Residents shared thoughts 
on pollution with CMRPC

See POLLUTION   I   PAGE 6

By Haileigh Swistak
Student Intern

WARREN – On Thursday, 
Nov. 9, Quaboag Business 
Teacher Jean DiRico took 62 
students from her three Per-
sonal Finance classes on a field 
trip to participate in the Junior 

Achievement of Springfield’s 
annual Stock Market Compe-
tition.

This marked the 18th annu-
al Stock Market Competition 
hosted by the Junior Achieve-
ment of Western Massachu-
setts which took place at the 
Cedars Banquet Facility in 

Springfield.
The event began with each 

team having a fictitious one 
million dollars to invest into 
an artificial market which sim-
ulated the New York Stock Ex-
change. There was a total of 60 
rounds which were labeled as 

Quaboag wins Springfield Stock Market Competition

See COMPETITION I PAGE 13

Ruggeiro takes place 
as new Board of 
Directors chairperson

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce welcomed 
incoming Board of Directors 
Chairperson Josh Ruggiero 
of Smith Brothers Insurance 
during its annual meeting and 

dinner held at Salem Cross Inn.
On Nov. 9, outgoing Chair-

person Lena Buteau of Mon-
son Savings Bank spoke about 
the changes the Chamber has 
seen in the past few years, and 
where it stands now.

“We’ve come such a long 
way this year,” Buteau said. 
“From 2020 to 2022 we were 
driven to survive. In 2023 we 
were driven to thrive.”

Buteau credited the Cham-
ber’s newest Chief Executive 
Officer, Robert Lavoie, with 
strengthening ties with busi-
nesses in the region, as shown 

Chamber of Commerce hosts annual dinner meeting

See MEETING   I   PAGE 15
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Explore the

of North Central Massachusetts

It’s amazing what hidden treasures 
are just outside our back doors

17th Annual

Month Long
Nov. 10th -

Dec. 10th, 2023

www.countryroadschristmas.com

Country Roads
   Christmas Tour

Check individual 
store for hours

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr. 
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU  

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

WEST BROOKFIELD – All are wel-
come to join the town on Sunday, Dec. 3 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. for the 31st Annual 
White Christmas celebration. 

There will be fun for folks of all ages go-
ing on throughout the day. Kick-off of the 
holiday season by touring the historic town, 
strolling the downtown district, exploring lo-
cal businesses and open houses, decorating 
gingerbread houses in the Great Hall, meet-
ing Santa for a quick picture, as well drop-
ping off those letters headed directly to the 
North Pole. 

There will be horse drawn carriage rides 
throughout the day as well as shopping with 
dozens of vendors set up throughout town. 
A puppet show, an elf  hunt and ice carvings 
are sure to keep everyone’s spirits high. 

There will be plenty for the entire family 
to come and enjoy. If you are lucky, you may 
just see Father Christmas strolling the streets 
and greeting visitors in town. 

Stick around to close the day with West 
Brookfield’s annual tradition of gathering 
around the largest evergreen in town (located 
on the town common) while it illuminates for 

the first time this holiday season. 
West Brookfield’s White Christmas Com-

mittee 2023 is excited to be able to share 
this fun-filled day with both residents and 
non-residents alike. This is a free event 
brought to you courtesy of local businesses 
and town supporters. 

Maps of town open houses and vendors 
can be picked up in various local business, 
by accessing the 31st Annual White Christ-
mas in West Brookfield Facebook page or by 
emailing whitechristmaswb@gmail.com.

Parking is available free throughout town.

White Christmas returns on Sunday, Dec. 3

BROOKFIELD – Brookfield’s 2023 Project 
351 ambassador Edie Simpson is working with 
the Brookfield Food Pantry to organize a food 
drive to help those facing food insecurity in the 
community.

The food drive will take place at the Brook-
field Transfer Station from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 2. If  you cannot make that date or 
are not a member of the transfer station, dona-
tions are accepted at the Merrick Public Library 
during their regular hours all year round. 

They are looking for soups, baking mixes, 
baked beans, condiments, Chef Boyardee prod-
ucts, paper goods (excluding toilet paper), cereal, 
non-perishable snacks, coffee, hot chocolate mix-
es, canned vegetables, salad dressings, puddings 
and jellos, and jams and jellies. All donations will 
go directly to the Brookfield Food Pantry. 

Project 351 is an organization that works to 
build a better community through youth-led ser-
vice. 

BROOKFIELD – The Brookfield Cultur-
al Council is happy to present its first Crazy 
Christmas Hat/Santa Parade and Tree Light-
ing on Sunday, Dec. 3, beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
in front of the Town Hall.

Get started now making your Crazy 
Christmas Hat.  You can also buy a crazy hat 
(but bought hats can’t be entered for a prize).  

There will be first, second, and third place 

winners.  Use your imagination and come up 
with something unique - this is for all ages.

Participants will meet in front of the 
Town Hall where there will be a Christmas 
backdrop for your family photos (this will 
be set up at 4 p.m. to be sure everyone has a 
chance to get that photo).  

Practice your singing because there’ll be 
singing as people walk to the gazebo to light 

the tree with Santa. In fact, this year they’ll 
be leading Santa to the gazebo.  

Some songs to be sung include “Winter 
Wonderland”, “Jingle Bells”, “Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town”, “We Wish You A Mer-
ry Christmas”, and more. Hot chocolate and 
cookies will be served.

For more information, email Jeanne Lytle 
at lytlej1234@gmail.com.

Crazy Christmas Hat/Santa Parade and tree lighting Dec. 3

Project 351 food 
drive is Dec. 2BOSTON – State Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren, 

Ranking Member, Ways & Means Committee) an-
nounced in a press release that the Sturbridge Police 
Department has been awarded $19,406.65 through 
the FFY 2024 Municipal Road Safety grant pro-
gram. 

This funding will be used to enhance road safety 
measures in Sturbridge.

Smola expressed his appreciation for the Stur-
bridge Police Department by stating, “This grant is 
an investment in our town’s well-being, and I know 
the Sturbridge Police Department will use this fund-
ing to create a positive impact in our community. I 
commend the vital work that our police officers do, 
and I am grateful for the grant funding that will al-
low them to provide continuing crucial aid.”

Through the MRS grant program, 186 municipal 
police departments in Massachusetts will be receiv-
ing a combined total of $5,449,584.03.

The MRS grant program is presented by the Exec-
utive Office of Public Safety and Security’s Office of 
Grants and Research. OGR is the State Administer-
ing Agency for funds received by the Commonwealth 

from the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration.

The MRS grant program makes federal funds 
available to provide police departments flexibility in 
addressing local traffic safety issues. Funding uses 
may include equipment options and developing traf-
fic safety programs. 

The goal of MRS is to support traditional en-
forcement activities and develop new strategies to 
reduce roadway crashes, injuries, fatalities, and eco-
nomic losses in Massachusetts. 

OGR submits an annual highway safety plan and 
grant applications that detail how the Common-
wealth intends to utilize its NHTSA funding. MRS 
grant awards are for projects that will help achieve 
OGR’s highway safety plan goals, including a re-
duction in injuries and deaths resulting from crashes 
involving impaired, distracted, and speeding drivers 
and pedestrians, bicyclists, and unrestrained vehicle 
occupants.

For additional information please contact Smola 
by email at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov or call 617-
722-2100.

Road safety grant awarded to Sturbridge Police Department
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90 Avocado Street, Springfield
413-737-1288 • www.90meat.com

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS .....

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

MARINATED CENTER CUT 
BONELESS PORK LOIN ......

USDA INSP. $129
lb

$199

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WINNISIMMET SLOW 
SMOKED BACON 2 LB .........$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PARTY WINGS
PASTURE RAISED 4 PAK .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

SPLIT BREAST 
CHICKEN 20-24 LB ....................

3 DAY SALE3 DAY SALE - NOV. 27, 28, 29- NOV. 27, 28, 29

USDA INSP FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10LB BAG .............

69¢
lb

BEEF 
CHUCK ROAST

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

55¢

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CENTERVILLE PIE CO. 
BUFFALO MINIS 9 OZ BOX ....
USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED

BREADED HONEY 
CHICKEN WINGS .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 
31/40 CT 2 LB ...................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIBEYE ROAST

99¢
lb

$399
lb

$555
lb

$799
lb

BUY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

We reserve the right  to limit quantities.

lb

$799

lb
$199

$699

Pine Acres Resort in Oakham is looking for 
an Activities Coordinator to join their team!

 This position is considered part time, 
but offers more hours during the camping season!

Activities Coordinator
This role oversees the activities throughout the year 

including booking entertainment, working with vendors, 
producing weekly activity schedules, supervises the day 

to day operations during camping season and more.
Previous recreation or event planning experience preferred!

Off season: Flexible PT hours M-F
In Season: 30-40 hours per week 

including weekends and holidays Pay: $16-$19/hr
Email your resume to careers@pineacresresort.com 

or call Carolyn at 508-882-9509 ext. 304
203 Bechan Road, Oakham, MA 01068

www.PineAcresResort.com

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BARRE – Paula Grandpre Wood 
has been studying genealogy since she 
was a teenager, following the connecting 
thread that weaves her family together, 
generation after generation; the Cein-
ture Fléchée.

Also known as the Arrow Sash, 
this 175-year old sash has been passed 
through her father’s family for six gener-
ations. It was wrapped around the men 
over their fur coats in Canada.

“This all began in 2012 when I had 
this obsession,” Grandpre Wood said 
of determining the sash’s origins. This 
obsession led her to travel with friends 
to Quebec, Canada, her family’s start 
in North America, and to write her first 
book.

“The Long Walk Home with the 
Ceinture Fléchée: The Arrow Sash,” 
chronicles the journey of the sash, 
Grandpre Wood’s family, and her own 
spiritual journey.

“The story starts with my ancestors, 
which I was blessed to have all the way 
back to the 1500s,” she said. 

Taking the sash with her, Grandpre 
Wood traveled to where her seven times 
great-grandfather was indentured to the 
governor as a servant for a three-year 
contract. 

After finishing the term of his con-
tract, Grandpre Wood’s ancestor was 
given land, and put down permanent 
roots. That land is now the Canadian 
shrine to Our Lady of the Cape.

Grandpre Wood said her ancestors 
had arrived in New France (Canada) 
after having to flee La Rochelle, France. 
Her ancestors also converted to Ca-
tholicism when they arrived in the new 
world.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I 
think I’d be looking for my ancestors in 
Quebec cemeteries,” she said.

Grandpre Wood wondered what it 
must have been like for her ancestors, as 
they left everything they knew and loved 
to travel to an unknown place.

“What would you do to save your 
family? We’re seeing that today, what 
happened in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza…
where do you go with your families? 
Where do you take your families for a 
better life, even if  you have to give up 
everything you love?” she asked.

The sash now belongs to her broth-
er, but Grandpre Wood considers her 
self  the “Keeper of the Sash,” carrying 
it with her while she continues to find 
both ancestors and descendants. 

Grandpre Wood said her great-grand-
parents had to uproot and move once 
again after they lost their farm, bringing 

all 11 children to Central Falls, Rhode 
Island where their cousins lived.

The family lived in a tenement house, 
just as Grandpre Wood did growing up 
in Central Falls. 

The journey of the sash runs parallel 
to Grandpre Wood’s spiritual journey, 
leading her to reclaim her faith.

“After being away from the Catho-
lic church for 35 years, I had a call to 
return to the church,” she said. “Never 
did I think I’d be including myself in 
the book….my story and my return to 
the Catholic church and my ancestors’ 
story. What I found out in the end, as I 
kept bringing the sash to different plac-
es, they kept praying for me. It’s about 
spirituality; mine and theirs.”

When she’s not exploring her fam-
ily’s history, Grandpre Wood enjoys 
spending time with her husband of 41 
years, Mike, and their three dogs. She 
is also actively involved in the church, 
as a member of Saint Francis of Assisi 
Parish.

Prior to her retirement two weeks 
ago, Grandpre Wood worked as a phys-
ical therapist for 37 years at Quality 
Physical Therapy in Sturbridge and its 
satellite office at the Listening Wellness 
Center in Barre. 

“For 22 of those years I lived in 
Barre,” she said. “I think of the thou-
sands of people that I’ve met over the 
years. I love the work that I was able to 
do for all those years and the people I 
got to meet, it’s incredible.” 

One of the people Grandpre Wood 
met during her time as a physical ther-
apist, is Laura Dusha Nelson, the out-
going ex-
e c u t i v e 
director of 

the Listening Wellness Center. 
“I read the book, because I know 

Paula, she’s been my physical therapist,” 
Dusha Nelson said. “I honestly couldn’t 
put it down. I wanted to hear what the 
next thing was…people who love histo-
ry are going to love it, and people who 
know Paula are going to love her jour-
ney.” 

When asked if  she had plans to con-
tinue writing, Grandpre Wood said “it’s 
not over yet.”

“The sash always takes me to new 
places and challenges me to go a bit fur-
ther,” she said. 

About ‘The Arrow Sash’
“The Long Walk Home with the 

Ceinture Fléchée: The Arrow Sash” is 
available through Amazon and Barnes 
and Noble.

Grandpre Wood will also be at Saint 
Francis of Assisi Parish Christmas 
Open House at St. Joseph’s Church, 
South Street, (adjacent to the Listening 
Wellness Center) on Saturday, Dec. 2 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information about the 
book or author, visit paulagrandpre-
woodsash.com.

The ties that bind

Author journeys through 175-year history of family sash

Author and Barre resident Paula Grandpre Wood 
stands with her book display during the Autumn Fair. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The author’s great-grandparents Domina and Albina are shown with their 11 children.

Paula Grandpre Wood wears the sash at a cemetery.
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CURREN T
I received an email from a reader, who 

had a Cooper’s hawk in his yard for two 
days. 

He said, “The barred tail was distinctive 
flying through the yard…and looked like a 
dart with the tail straight out. Many people 
don’t realize they, like the Peregrine Falcon, 
were decimated by DDT and pesticides.” 

The Cooper’s hawk is 16 inches long and 
as the reader said in his email they have 
a long tail with barring. They also have 
fine streaking on the 
breast. 

They are gray above 
with reddish brown 
barring. Their crown is 
darker than the back. 

The immature Coo-
per’s hawk is dark 
brown above and 
light below with thin 
streaking. Immature 
plumage is kept for 
one year.

During the breed-
ing season, these 
hawks have a regular 
feeding route where it 
hunts for common me-
dium sized birds such 
as mourning doves, 
blue jays and starlings. 

The female lays 
three to six pale blue 
green eggs with dark 
marks in a platform 
nest of sticks place in a 
tree ten to 70 feet high.

Cooper’s hawks may show up at bird 
feeders especially during the winter months, 
when it roams a wider area for food. Coo-
per’s hawks inhabit mixed forests and open 
woodlands. 

They make a loud repeated “kek kek 
kek kek” call given during alarm or during 
pair interaction. As mentioned in the email 
above, the Cooper’s hawks were decimated 
in the 1950s and 1960s due to the use of 
DDT. 

Other birds by the lake
He lives on a lake and said, “There is an 

old pine the Bald Eagles love to fish from. 
There are two Red Shouldered Hawks’ nests 

within three or four hundred feet of each 
other and when the young start yelling for 
food the other nest invariably starts and I 
have them in stereo. Last year a pair of Blue 
Heron nested, but this year there is only one 
who patrols the cove shoreline alone. The 
eagles seem to  ignore the adult.” He also 
sees Golden eagles as well.

Bird tally
I received an email from a reader, who vis-

its ponds in Warren. He sent a tally of bird 
observed on Nov. 2, 3 
and 4. They included 
on Nov. 2 46 Canada 
geese and again the 
same number on Nov. 
3 and six on Nov. 4; 
one pied-billed grebe 
on Nov. 3, four great 
blue herons on Nov. 2, 
two on Nov.. 3 and 3 
on Nov. 4; a red-tailed 
hawk on Nov. 2 and 
one bald eagle on Nov. 
3.

He also reported 
seeing two American 
crows on Nov. 2, a yel-
low-bellied sapsucker 
on Nov. 2, two blue 
jays on Nov. 2, a tit-
mouse on Nov. 2, one 
bluebird on Nov. 2 and 
two on Nov. 3, six rob-
ins on Nov. 2, two yel-
low-dumped warblers 

on Nov. 2 and again on 
Nov. 3 and three song sparrows on Nov. 2. 
Yellow-bellied sapsuckers, yellow-rumped 
warblers and bluebirds were eating poison 
ivy berries.

Canada geese
This weekend my granddaughter and I 

saw about two dozen Canada geese fly over 
her house. They were honking as they flew 
overhead; headed for a beaver pond across 
the street. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

I spent the morning wrapping garland 
around lampposts in preparation for Old 
Sturbridge Village’s “Christmas by Can-

dlelight” program.  
Although I used to balk at decorating pri-

or to Thanksgiving, it’s a must at work, where 
so much needs to be ready for the first day of 
the program, next Friday, Nov. 24. The gar-
land is beautiful- a mix of cedar and fir.  

The smell of the cedar isn’t at all familiar 
from my childhood Christmases, but I love it 
as an adult. What makes the garland so pret-
ty is the variation in textures. 

After the decorations are up at the Village, 
I turn to decorating at home. I love to sit on 
the floor of my living room with all types of 
greens strewn before me on an old bed sheet.  

I make a wreath or two for our house and 
I always make one to give to a dear friend as 
an annual birthday present. 

I encourage you to try your hand at wreath 
and garland making.  It’s really the same 
principle, with one made on a circular frame 
and the other made on a cord of ribbon or 
rope the length you need for decorating. 

As mentioned, the key to success in wreath 
and garland-making is having a variety of 
greens to choose from. From airy white pine 
to rigid spruce, wispy arborvitae to dense 
juniper, pointy-leaved holly to minute box-
wood, all look great together.  

Balsam and fir tips pruned from the 
Christmas tree are a logical addition.  Then 
add some budded Pieris, gilded birch branch-
es and voila! - you have a unique combina-
tion.  

Top it off with pinecones, winterberries 
and even sumac for a stunning grouping.

It’s not hard to find different types of 
greens. First, scour your neighborhood.  

Many of the plants I mentioned make 
their homes in our landscapes. I regularly 
prune this time of year purposely to use the 
clippings in my decorating.  

The key to a good cut is not to leave stubs- 
always snip next to a side branch.  

Cemeteries and vacant lots are also great 
spots to get a variety of greens. But be sure to 
ask permission beforehand.  

Regardless, kindly take only what you 
need and space your cuts out evenly around 
the plant.

Making a wreath is easy. Start with a wire 
coat hanger opened up into a circle. 

Attach some pliable wire to it - 22 gauge is 
a good choice. Then, wrap little bunches of 
greens to the base one after another.  

Be careful to lay them alongside, not on 
top of each other. You can make a wreath 
of just one type of green at a time, or make 
mixed “bouquets” for your bunches.  

When you reach the end of the wreath, 
hide the last bunch under the first and se-
cure the wire.  You can easily make a loop for 
hanging, or use the hook that came with the 
coat hanger.  

You can attach a bow to the front and in-
sert some berries or pinecones on wire picks 
to jazz it up a bit.

Garland making follows the same prin-
ciple. Working on a taut cording or rope is 
important for success.  

If  you are going to be making a lot of gar-
land I recommend “tying off” the ends of the 
cording or securing them somehow to your 
work surface. I’ve done it with duct tape or 
with the cord knotted to nails in my work 
bench.  

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Garland and wreaths 
a fun DIY project

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

Cooper’s hawk
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Happy Holidays
from

Bell & Hudson 
Insurance Agency!

 

Attn: Bell & Hudson Customers

Closed November 23 & 24, December 25 and January 1

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency – TWO Locations!

19 N. Main Street 15 Central Street
Belchertown, MA 01007 West Brookfield, MA 01585
(413) 323-9611 (508) 867-4646

www . b e l l a n d h u d s o n . c om

POSITION OPENING:
Winter Plow 

Drivers-Laborer
Town of New Braintree (pop. 998) is seeking 
winter Plow Drivers both non-CDL and CDL 
to plow and treat roadways with our trucks. 

Salary dependent upon experience.
Further position details and job applications are 
available at the Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree, MA 01531. 
You can also contact the 
New Braintree Highway 
Superintendent by calling 
508-847-2628.

Bring Your Family To

KIP’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church
508-867-6101

Find us on Facebook at Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm

Free Tree For Any Community Organization
(No Reserving Of Trees)

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Friday, November 25th Through
Saturday, December 23rd

Choose And Cut Your Own
Fresh Christmas Tree

Christmas Wreaths And
Cemetery Boxes

Free Coloring Books, 
Hot Chocolate And Candy Canes

BROOKFIELD – Brookfield actor, 
Joe Klimavich, is no stranger to the 
spotlight. 

After first stepping on the stage as 
Colonel Pickering in a high school pro-
duction of “My Fair Lady”, Klimavich 
has played a number of lead roles in 
local community theatre musicals, in-
cluding Harold Hill in “Music Man”, 
Frank Butler in “Annie Get Your Gun”, 
and the Modern Major General in a 
Worcester State University production 
of “Pirates of Penzance”.

 But that all changed in the summer 
of 2019 when the local public relations 
consultant and adjunct college profes-
sor answered a call for background ac-
tors in Defending Jacob, the American 
crime drama miniseries starring Chris 
Evans, produced by Apple TV+, and 
filmed at New England Studios, in De-
vens. 

“My character was a court reporter in 
two of the crucial episodes in the series,” 

said Klimavich. “It was a non-speaking 
role, but, on the plus side, I didn’t have 
to learn any dialogue, I made a lot of 
friends on set, and I got a firsthand look 
at the state of filmmaking in Massachu-
setts.”

When the phone rang again in 2022, 
it was Worcester comedian and film-
maker, Tom Dwyer, who had been 
Klimavich’s student at Worcester State 
University, asking if  he would take on a 
small, non-speaking role as a producer 
in the pilot for his new comedy series, 
Hollywoo, the story of Tommy McCann 
(Dwyer), an actor who was caught in a 
scandal and forced to return back home 
to Worcester. (“Can he make it back to 
the top? Or will he be forever stuck in 
Hollywoo?”). Filmed in Worcester, that 
pilot is premiering at Worcester’s Me-
chanics Hall on Friday, Nov. 17. 

“I didn’t get any lines, but I did get 
my very first IMDB listing,” Klimavich 
joked.

In June 2023, Klimavich and his wife, 
Barbara, joined other background ac-
tors from the Brookfield community as 
“wedding guests” in “Birthrite”, a film 
shot at Elm Hill Farm by Hollywood 
director Ross Partridge, and his wife, 
actor Jennifer Lafleur.

Finally, in July of this year, Klima-
vich got the call he’d been waiting for, 
a speaking role in Kristin Koliss’ short 
film, “Madigan’s Again”, which Koliss 
describes as “a story about compassion, 
connection and loving ourselves no 
matter what we’ve done.” 

In the film, Klimavich plays the fea-
tured role of “Bud,” the amiable bar-

Local actor steps out of the background in ‘Madigan’s Again’

tender to Koliss in the main role of 
“Marie.”

Much of “Madigan’s Again” was 
filmed at the St. Charles Hotel, in Mill-
bury. The film is co-directed by Tom 
Dwyer and Koliss, who wrote the script 
20 years ago when she lived in Los An-
geles. 

Milford native, Joseph Anthony 
Marcello is the director of photography. 
All three produced the film together 
through their production companies – 
Greatest Gram Productions, LYM Pro-
ductions, and Angel Entertainment.

Klimavich admits, “it felt good to 

step out of the background and into 
a speaking role again. Kristin has had 
a dream of making movies for over 30 
years, so I feel honored to have played a 
small role in helping to make that dream 
come true. Best of all, it’s made in Mas-
sachusetts!”

‘Madigan’s Again’ makes its world 
premiere at The Hanover Theatre, in 
Worcester, on Nov. 30 at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by a Q&A with the filmmakers. 
General admission tickets are $25. 

Contact the Hanover Theatre box 
office by calling 877-571-7469 for more 
information.

Joe Klimavich plays “Bud” in Kristin Koliss’ short film, “Madigan’s Again”, which premieres on Nov. 30 at 
Worcester’s Hanover Theatre. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Joe Klimavich behind the bar in Madigan’s Again, 
which premieres on Nov. 30 at Worcester’s Hanover 
Theatre.

For me, working in a left to right 
manner seems natural. I use the pliable 
wire to secure the bunches of greens one 
after the other to the cording. 

Sometimes I wait to embellish the 
garland with cones or berries until af-
ter it is set up around my doorway or 
wrapped around the lamppost. That 
way you’ll be sure they aren’t hidden or 
bending funny.  

I hope that you will be encouraged 
to try your hand at wreath or garland 
making this year! It’s quickly become 
one of my favorite Christmas traditions 
and it can be the same for you, too!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Happiness
 16. Military branch
 17. -__, denotes past
 18. Middle Eastern city
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to Pa
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Decrease light
 28. Valley in the Osh Region
 29. “To __ his own”
 30.  Absence of difficulty
 31. Notice announcing 

intended marriage read 
out in church

 33. Trims by cutting
 34. Impact
 38. Military member
 39. A French river
 40. Member of prehistoric 

people in Mexico

 43. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid

 44. Musician Clapton
 45. Greek sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Narrow valley
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Indicates not an issue 

(abbr.)
 54. Recommending
 56. Genus of legumes
 58. Friend to Larry and 

Curly
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer
 64. Denoting passerine 

birds
 65. Separate by category

CLUES DOWN
  1. Colorless fluid part of 

blood
  2. Of a main artery

  3. Photographic equipment
  4. Confirms a point
  5. Developed over time
  6. Not the leader
  7.  __ Lang (country 

singer)
  8.  Adults need one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Antelopes
 13. One quintillion bytes 

(abbr.)
 14. Japanese three-

stringed lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. Cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. Trigraph
 27. Form of Persian spoken 

in Afghanistan
 29. __ route
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action 

committee 
 34. Tasty snack
 35. Part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. Of I
 40. City in Utah
 41. Football players in the 

trenches
 42. Hammer is one
 44. A “nightmarish” street
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for cut or scrape
 47. More breathable
 48. Most slick
 50. Provokes
 51. Home to college’s 

Flyers
 52. Sodium
 54. Large fish of mackerel 

family
 55. Zero
 57. __ and behold
 61. The Palmetto State
 62. Popular Tom Cruise 

movie franchise (abbr.)

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 6, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer

Massachusetts and Windham County 
in Connecticut. 

The project is funded through the 
Inflation Reduction Act and includes 
regional short and long term plans to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
other harmful air pollution. 

Greenhouse gases are gases that trap 
heat in the atmosphere and make the 
planet warmer. Major greenhouse gas-
es include carbon dioxide, methane, ni-
trous oxide and fluorinated gases. 

These gases may cause threats to 
property, communities, safety, health 
and ecosystems. 

One of the first speakers at the work-
shop presentation was assistant resil-
iency planner, Will Talbot. Explaining 
the difference between air pollution and 
climate pollution, Talbot pointed out 
some of the ways to reduce greenhouse 
gases. 

For transportation, reduce overall 
travel demand and improve fuel efficien-
cy. For electricity, fuel switching efforts, 
increase efficiency, and scale up energy 
transmission. 

For industry, change regulations, 
raise awareness, and upgrade industrial 
facilities. 

Other ways mentioned include re-
newable sourced electricity, enhancing 
energy efficiency, promoting passive 
heating and cooling sources, recycle 
materials, reduce food waste, reduce 
contamination, and manage disposal 
facilities. 

The biggest step CMRPC is current-
ly working on is increasing communi-
ty engagement. Their presentation in 

West Brookfield was an opportunity to 
get the public’s input on questions and 
concerns regarding climate pollution in 
their region. 

Specific information was displayed 
throughout the hall identifying the six 
main sectors of climate pollution. 

“Think about how it affects your 
community,” said Pierce. 

Every table covered a sector of some 
of the climate pollution being focused 
on in the grant overview. These sectors 
are based off sub-regional emission sta-
tistics and analysis. 

The sectors are transportation, elec-
tricity, industry, commercial and resi-
dential buildings, and waste and mate-
rials management. The last table placed 
was an activity table where residents pri-
oritize their top two sectors for future 
investments. 

The residents received two tickets 
each and placed one in each box. The 
ticket count will indicate where the resi-
dents most likely want to see the future 
funds be invested to reduce climate pol-
lution in the region. 

CMRPC were thankful to get the 
public’s opinion and want to thank the 
town of West Brookfield for hosting 
their workshop. As part of their first 
phase of the grant, understanding the 
needs of the public is essential to mov-
ing forward in the process of executing 
the long-term goals of the Climate Pol-
lution Reduction Grant. 

Their next public workshop will be 
sometime in December in Barre. To 
learn more about climate pollution re-
duction, visit cmrpc.org.        

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission hosted a workshop at the Town Hall in West Brook-
field. One of the sectors of air pollution was waste materials treatment. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission Project Manager, Ian McElwee began the air pollu-
tion workshop wanting to know the public’s important questions regarding the effects of pollution in their 
sub-region. 

POLLUTION   I  FROM PAGE 1
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

PRIME RIB Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Tuesday Night Special - Two Entrees & Appetizer $50

Sunday & Monday Nights $1 Wings
Monday Night Trivia 6 p.m. • Wednesday Night Music Bingo

Paint And Sip
Tuesday, December 5 and 

Tuesday, December 19
Visit Our Website for Information

Purchase Your 
2024 Golf Membership Now 

And Receive A Complimentary
Gift Card Up To $225

adding that she is also a weaver. “I’ve been 
through the gauntlet of crafts.”

Bullock also makes greeting cards, using vin-
tage paper.

Artist Cheryl O’Donnell has been painting 
since she was a child, turning to it professionally 
after college. It was during her college years at 
MassArt, that O’Donnell met West Brookfield 
Art & Frame owner Rebecca Fay.

Using acrylics, O’Donnell paints moving 
landscape scenes, including a moonlit river, blan-
keted in rich tones of blue.

Jennifer Geldard had several of her “Birds of 
Emotions” displayed in the Small Works Show 
including the Chartreuse Bird of Mischief.

Each bird, pens a letter to the Bluebird of 
Happiness, with Mischief simply stating “Tag, 
you’re it!”

Geldard said for her as an artist, birds have 
always just been “a thing.”

“I’ve been doing birds in all different medi-
ums,” she said. “Every time I paint one, they have 
a different expression.” 

Using watercolors for the Birds of Emotions 
adds a whimsical flair to each expressive feath-
ered friend.

Wood turner and West Brookfield resident 
Frank White was joined by his wife Patty at the 
reception, where he had some of his smaller 
pieces including a cherry burl bowl, a vase and a 
wood-burned spider.

 The spider is surrounded by a cherry burl 
frame, which is always appealing to both the 
wood turner and customers.

The vase features one of the styles of feathers 
White creates at home in his shop.

“I did several of these feather patterns based 
on southwestern pottery design and a number of 
more realistic feathers,” White said. 

Hosting a Small Works Show for the holidays 
helps promote many artists at once, Fay said, 

and provides the community a chance to support 
culture in their area by purchasing smaller, less 
expensive pieces.  

Artists at the gallery pay $34 rent monthly, 
and are able to keep 100% of all profits from the 
sale of their work. 

“When the artists here promote themselves 
and the gallery, we all win, and that’s the idea,” 
Fay said. 

With over 50 small pieces, Fay said the Small 
Works Show is “undoubtedly the hardest show 
to curate and hang of the year.” But adds that 
she “loves it the same way some woman love re-
arranging the furniture.”  

“When it all balances well, the sense of ac-
complishment is real,” Fay said. 

Fay said the gallery is also a full service cus-
tom frame shop.  

“With the holidays upon us, please remember 
that framing a kid’s artwork, grandma’s favorite 
hand written recipe, a veteran’s medals, a collec-
tion of shells… any keepsake, makes a truly spe-
cial gift that will be treasured for generations,” 
she said. “Custom framing something special is 
one of the most unique gifts to give to someone 
who already has everything!  Trust me on that!”

The Small Works Show will be on display 
through Christmas, so make sure to visit West 
Brookfield Art & Frame and browse the many 
items local artists have to offer.

Also, don’t forget to visit the gallery during 
the town’s White Christmas celebration on Sun-
day, Dec. 3.

About West Brookfield Art & Frame
Gallery hours at West Brookfield Art & Frame 

are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information about West Brookfield 
Art & Frame, or upcoming shows, follow them 
on Facebook, visit www.westbrookfieldartand-
frame.com, email yafacceber@hotmail.com, call 
508-753-8604 or stop by during open hours.

Cheryl O’Donnell displayed some of her acrylic landscape paintings, including this 
moonlit scene. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Patty and Frank White attended the artists reception at the Small Works Show. Frank 
displayed his wood turned items.

Jennifer Geldard displayed her “Birds of Emotions,” a series of 12 birds that each 
capture a different emotion.

Thirteen artists entered their work in the Small Works Show.

ARTISTS   I  FROM PAGE 1

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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A student prepares to bring her grandfather a flower. TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

Fourth grade students set The White Table, honoring prisoners of war and missing in action.

Students gave presentations about each branch of the military.

U.S. Army veteran Ken Collette stands to accept his flower. A veteran shakes hands with the student who presented him with his flower.

Fire Chief Rich Lapierre, a U.S. Army veteran, accepts his flower.

Students at West Brookfield Elementary School lined up to honor local 
veterans.

U.S. Navy veteran Stanley Wrzesien of Ware received a flower from his 
granddaughter. He is shown with his daughter, Jodie Gerulaitis. 

Fourth grade students lay a white table cloth on the table.

WBES thanks veterans for their service
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN—Prior to 
last Friday night’s non-play-
off game, Northbridge High 
School and Quaboag Regional 
had never faced each other on 
the gridiron.  

Ken LaChapelle, who’s 
wrapping up his 46th season as 
the Northbridge varsity foot-
ball coach, entered the contest 
with 392 career victories. He 
moved a step closer to reach-
ing the 400-win milestone after 
guiding the Rams to a 34-13 
road win over the Cougars.  

“It was nice to come here 
for the first time and get a 
win,” said LaChapelle, who’s 
the all-time winningest high 
school football coach in Mas-
sachusetts. “We’ve had an up 
and down year, so this is a very 
important win for us. I’m just 
hoping that we can find our 
way back home now.”

While Quaboag head coach 
Dave Shepherd doesn’t know 
LaChapelle very well, he did 
enjoy coaching against him for 
the first time.

“He’s a great football 
coach,” Shepherd said. “It was 
a lot of fun coaching against 
him for the first time. We just 
didn’t play our best game of 

Cougars fall to Northbridge

Tyler Withers leaps high to grab this pass. TURLEY PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.SMUGMUG.COMSee COUGARS  I   PAGE 10

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE—The Tanta-
squa girls’ varsity soccer team 
has only lost four matches on 
either the turf field located in-
side the cage or the stadium 
field, which is also turf, since 
the start of the 2021 regular 
season.

Led by junior Lilina Shiers 
and a stout defensive effort, 
the eighth-seeded Lady War-
riors posted a 2-0 shutout vic-
tory over the 25th-seeded East 
Bridgewater Vikings in a Divi-
sion 3 state tournament round 
of 32 contest under the stadi-
um lights on Nov. 6. 

“We always play very well 

Warriors make it to 
state quarterfinals

Hayden O’Malley smothers the ball and then changes directions. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREG-
ORY A. SCIBELLI

See WARRIORS   I   PAGE 11

N O RT H A M P T O N 
– On Nov. 10, the Pio-
neers football team trav-
eled to Northampton for 
a nonplayoff game against 
Tri-County opponent 
Smith Vocational. Path-
finder had a 19-7 win over 
Smith Voke in Week 8. This 
time, the Pioneers were not 
so lucky, falling 32-26. With 
the defeat, Pathfinder is 4-6 
heading into this Thanks-
giving’s game against 
Belchertown.

Smith Voke gets revenge on Pioneers

Hunter Griswold drops back for a pass at-
tempt. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEET-
DOGPHOTOS.COM

Matthew Vanasse and Branden Hnitecki combine for a tackle.

Nicholas Pfister runs down the field.

Dustyn Cook kicks off.

Hunter Griswold runs through traffic.
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327 ®

www.moultoninsurance.com

COUGARS   I  FROM PAGE 9

the season tonight.”   
Shepherd is also a veteran football 

coach. He spent the first four years of 
his high school football coaching career 
at Amherst Regional. He then coached 
football at Ware High School for nine 
years and this is his 15th season at 
Quaboag. 

“Overall, this is my 28th year coach-
ing high school football,” he said. “I 
certainly won’t be coaching as long as 
coach LaChapelle.” 

The Rams headed back to the Black-
stone Valley with a 5-5 overall record, 
the Cougars, who had won their previ-
ous two games, fell to 6-4. 

After winning the coin toss and elect-
ing to receive the opening kickoff, the 
Cougars offense started the first series 
of the game at their own 37. 

On the first down play, senior run-
ning back Tyler Withers dropped the 
direct snap from center. After picking 
up the ball, Withers sprinted down the 
right sideline before being tackled from 
behind at the ten yard line by North-
bridge senior Zach Tevepaugh.

Two plays later, sophomore quarter-
back Jacob Cacace completed a four 
yard pass to junior Brasen Sauriol, who 
made a diving catch at the five. The Cou-
gars wound up turning the ball over on 
downs following two incomplete passes 
in the endzone. 

“We really need to punch it in on 
our opening drive,” Shepherd said. “We 
thought about trying a field goal on 
fourth down, but Northbridge has an 
explosive offense, and we really needed 
a touchdown there.”             

It took the Rams 12 plays to march 
95 yards down the field.

The visitors took a 7-0 lead with 2:20 
remaining in the first quarter, sopho-
more Nate Falconer plowed into the 
endzone on a one yard run. Sophomore 
Jayden Wilson added the extra point. 

With 8:20 remaining in the first half, 
Cacace completed a pass to Withers 
down the left sideline, which would’ve 
given the Cougars a first down at the 
Rams 40. However, the play was wiped 
out following an offensive pass interfer-
ence penalty. 

“The offensive pass interference was 
the turning point of the game,” Shep-
herd said. “We were moving the ball 
well on that drive. “  

Northbridge junior Anthony Lippo-
lis intercepted a pass on the next play.

The Rams then took a 14-0 lead 
when sophomore QB Joel LaChapelle 
completed a 45 yard touchdown pass to 
senior Michael DiMuzio with 7:31 left 
in the second quarter.   

The Cougars responded with a 67 
yard touchdown run by Withers, who 
found a huge hole in the line, with 3:55 
left in the half. 

Withers, who’s a co-captain, also 
made the extra point cutting the Cou-
gars deficit to 14-7.

The members of the Quaboag offen-
sive line are junior Trenton Benson, ju-
nior Samuel Carrasco, senior Jaden Os-
tiguy, senior Chucky Smith, and senior 
co-captain Bryce Douglas, who was a 
force on defense.

The home team wouldn’t get any 
closer than seven points the rest of the 
game.

With two minutes remaining in the 
opening half, Falconer scored his sec-
ond touchdown on an 11 yard dash up 
the middle.

After the Rams recovered a fumble, 
the Quaboag coaching staff wasn’t very 
pleased with the clock operator, who 
gave the Rams offense a couple of extra 
seconds at the end of the first half. 

It allowed LaChapelle, who’s the 
grandson of the Rams head coach, an 
opportunity to throw a 13-yard TD pass 
to junior Ben Direnzo, which gave the 
visiting team a 28-7 halftime advantage.

“I really don’t know what happened 
at the end of the first half,” Shepherd 
said. “There wasn’t any time on the 
scoreboard clock, but they gave them a 
couple of extra seconds and they scored 
a touchdown.”    

The Rams scored another rushing 
touchdown in the third quarter to take 
a commanding 34-7 lead.

At the beginning of the fourth quar-
ter, Cacace threw a 13-yard pass to ju-
nior Jack Morgan, who dove into the 
end zone. The extra point attempt sailed 
wide left.

The Cougars five seniors were set to 
be honored in a pregame ceremony be-
fore they play in their final high school 
football game against rival Ware on the 
night before Thanksgiving. 

Bryce Douglas eats up yardage on this run. Turley photos by 
Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Brasen Sauriol takes down a Northbridge runner. Jacob Cacace eyes his blockers as he eats up yardage.

NAME: Tess Chevalier
SCHOOL: Tantasqua

Chevalier led the defen-
sive effort for Tantasqua in 
their Round of 32 win over 
East Bridgewater.

To nominate someone 
for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@
turley.com.
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- sports -
at home, especially on this field,” said 
Shiers, who scored both of her team’s 
goals. “We practice on this field, so 
we’re very used to playing here. We also 
always have a lot of fans at our home 
games. It just feels awesome.”  

It was the second time that Tanta-
squa (16-5) won a home match in the 
state tournament. 

Two years ago, the Lady Warriors 
defeated Boston Latin Academy, 5-0 
in a preliminary round game inside the 
cage. They lost a home match to Sau-
gus, 2-1, in the round of 32 a year ago.        

Tantasqua’s only home loss during 
the 2023 regular season was to SWCL 
rival Grafton, who’s a Division 2 team. 
The Gators also defeated Tantasqua on 
their home turf two years ago. 

The Lady Warriors’ only other home 
loss during the past three seasons was 
to Uxbridge during the 2021 campaign.  

“The players are a lot more focused 
whenever we play at home game because 
they don’t have to sit on the bus before 
playing,” said Tantasqua head coach 
Matt Rickson. “They know this field 
and they always play very well here.”

One of the Lady Warriors senior 
tri-captains is Tess Chevalier, who’s a 
starting defender.

“It’s very exciting to win a home 
game in the state tournament,” Cheva-
lier said. “I was a member of the varsity 
soccer team two years ago, but winning 
today’s game really means a lot to me. I 
didn’t want to end my high school soc-
cer career with a home loss.”

The other members of the Lady 
Warriors defensive unit are junior Kay-

die O’Neil, senior Gabby Scanlon, and 
senior Nicki Vejack. 

“We have a solid back four,” Rickson 
said. “Our goalie also has a lot of shut-
outs this season.” 

Senior goalie Elizabeth Thompson 
only had to make a couple of saves in 
posting her twelfth shutout of the sea-
son against East Bridgewater (9-10-3). 

Ava Chevalier, who is Tess’s twin sis-
ter, is also a senior captain, along with 
senior Grace St. Laurent, who’s the 
Lady Warriors back-up goalie.

“It has been a lot of fun being team-
mates on the soccer team with my sister, 
but it also has its challenges,” Tess Che-
valier said. “We are planning on going 
to different colleges next year.”   

The Lady Warriors controlled pos-
session for most of the first half, but the 
round of 32 contest remained scoreless 
until the 35th minute. 

That’s when Shiers weaved around a 
couple of defenders before firing a low 
shot into the right corner of the net just 
out of the reach East Bridgewater fresh-
man goalie Kayleigh Shea.

“We had a couple of scoring chanc-
es in the first half, but we couldn’t put 
any of them away,” Shiers said. “I final-
ly scored a goal with five minutes left in 
the first half. I’m just glad that the ball 
went into the net.”    

A little more than ten minutes into 
the second half, the home team scored 
a corner kick goal.

Senior Eleanor Colati sent the ball 
into the box from the right corner and 
Shiers headed it into the net. The Vi-
kings goalie did get her hand on the ball, 

but she wasn’t able to make the save.
“I just love scoring head goals,” said 

Shiers, who scored her team-leading 
17th goal of the season. “It was a great 
ball from Eleanor and I was able to put 
it into the net. Everything was perfect 
on that play.”   

Rickson is very happy that he’ll be 
coaching Shiers for one more year.

“Lili is an outstanding athlete,” he 
said. “She’s a very hard worker and she 
was our player of the match tonight. 
I’ve coached a couple of outstanding 
soccer players who have played college 

soccer. Lili will have that opportunity in 
a couple of years.”  

Tantasqua managed to hang onto 
their two goal lead for the final 25 min-
utes of the match. 

Two days later, the Lady Warriors 
closed out the home slate with an ex-
citing 2-1 overtime victory against 
ninth-seeded Danvers in the round of 
16. They lost, 1-0, at top-seeded Med-
field in the Division 3 state quarterfi-
nals, last Saturday night. 

WARRIORS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Tess Chevalier tries to block her opponent as she goes after the loose ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Nicki Vejack headed the ball.Abby Rio tries to play the ball ahead of an opponent.

SPRINGFIELD – The Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of Fame and 
ground-breaking rap star, renowned 
blockbuster film producer and actor, en-
trepreneur, and co-founder of the BIG3 
basketball league, Ice Cube, are thrilled 
to announce a pioneering partnership 
culminating in the creation of the inau-
gural Ice Cube Impact Award. 

This unique collaboration is set to 
honor Ice Cube’s extraordinary contri-
butions to the world of basketball, his 
unparalleled passion for the game, and 
his unwavering commitment to encour-
aging crucial dialogues surrounding in-
clusivity, equal opportunity, and racial 
and social justice while contributing 
to initiatives focused on education and 
community development. 

“The Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame Award named in my honor is tru-

ly remarkable, and words alone can’t 
express my gratitude for this recognition 
from such a prestigious organization,” 
said Ice Cube, a lifelong Lakers fan who 
grew up playing basketball at the Ingle-
wood YMCA. “Having an award bear-
ing my name only intensifies my com-
mitment to advancing inclusivity and 
equal opportunity in sports, alongside 
my unwavering dedication to communi-
ty activism.” 

The Naismith Hall of Fame will 
permanently house and amplify the Ice 
Cube Impact Award in its museum and 
honor subsequent award winners each 
year through a dedicated exhibit and in-
depth storytelling about honorees who 
use basketball as a platform for good 
works in their own communities.

“Ice Cube’s unquestionable passion 
for the game and his desire to see it uti-

lized as a catalyst for positive impact 
on communities are unwavering,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. 
“His sphere of influence in both the en-
tertainment industry and in the profes-
sional sports arena brings remarkable 
authenticity and value to this award. 
We are delighted to join hands with 
Ice Cube as he leverages his love of the 
game to inspire others. The Ice Cube 
Impact Award will stand as a testament 
to the power of basketball and the pro-
found impact it can have on communi-
ties worldwide.”

Ice Cube’s remarkable journey 
through the world of basketball has 
had a profoundly transforming effect. 
As the visionary founder of the BIG3, 
he created a professional league built on 
the game’s proven bests--Hall of Fam-

ers, World Champions, and All-Stars. 
The BIG3 has launched and revitalized 
careers and opened doors for all play-
ers and coaches who wish to continue 
to positively contribute to the game in 
a format that captures the hearts and 
imagination of fans nationwide. His 
unique and innovative approach to the 
game, which incorporates elements of 
streetball and professional basketball, 
also showcases the immense power of 
sports in uniting communities, as exem-
plified by the Young3 program focusing 
on youth in underserved areas.

The Ice Cube Impact Award will be 
presented to Ice Cube at the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame on Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day (Monday, January 15, 
2024) in Springfield, Massachusetts.

Hall creates new award with rapper
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Editor
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WARE – Over 359,000 quilts have been gifted to 
veterans thanks to the efforts of the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation, which was started 20 years ago by found-
er Catherine Roberts.

This past Veterans Day, five area veterans received 
quilts during HomeFront Strong’s Military Appreci-
ation Breakfast, held at the Senior Center. The quilts 
were lovingly made by quilters of the Pro Style Graph-
ics Chapter of Quilts of Valor in Springfield.

After the National Anthem was performed on vi-
olin by 13-year-old Graciella Baublitz, those in atten-
dance joined in the Pledge of Allegiance led by broth-
ers Ron and Bobby Rucki. 

Presenting the quilts were Kate Blanchard and 
Connie Barnes.

Blanchard said the quilters in the Springfield chap-
ter started making Quilts of Valor 10 years ago, travel-
ing to the Charlton Sewing Center before starting their 
own chapter closer to home. Together, they’ve made 
over 150 quilts. 

Veterans can receive a lot of awards and recognition 
for their acts of service and bravery when protecting 
their country and freedom, she said, but these quilts 
are really to honor their willingness to serve.

“Quilts of Valor are honoring those who served 
and went where they were told to go,” Blanchard said. 
“You did it, you served.”

Blanchard shared a story she heard from a Kore-
an War veteran, who had enlisted when he was just 16 
years old. By the time he was 19, he was the “old man” 
of his unit, with the rank of sergeant.

One day, as this veteran was being driven past an-
other servicemember handling artillery, he noticed 
something wasn’t right with the gun that was about to 
be fired. He jumped out of the Jeep, and threw a ham-
mer at the gun. 

His quick actions saved five lives that day. There 
wasn’t even a notation about this heroic action in his 
military files, Blanchard said.

This is the life of a veteran, she said.
“In many times, this isn’t even acknowledged,” 

Blanchard said. “We are grateful for that service.”
The quilts were presented to William Griswold, a 

U.S. Army veteran from Palmer, Belinda Morrone, a 
U.S. Air Force veteran from Worcester, William “Bil-
ly” Byrnes, a U.S. Army veteran from Palmer and 
Willie Lemieux, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran from 
Belchertown. Gerald Flynn, a U.S. Army veteran, also 
received a quilt but was unable to attend the ceremony. 

Morrone, a retired HomeFront Strong board mem-
ber, is part of a smaller group of veterans recognized 
for their service, Blanchard said.

“We’re in a minority being female, but we are veter-
ans,” said Blanchard, who is also a veteran.

Blanchard and Barnes wrapped each quilt around 
its recipient, thanking them individually for their ser-
vice.

“We truly hope they provide warmth and comfort 
to you,” Blanchard said of the quilts.

This is the third year HomeFront Strong, formerly 
the Brookfield Institute, has hosted its Military Appre-
ciation Breakfast on Veterans Day. The breakfast is 
always free, and open to all veterans, servicemembers, 
and their families. 

“We had a veterans breakfast prior to the pandem-
ic,” Jennifer Baublitz, executive director for Home-
Front Strong said, seeing it return as an annual event 
last year.

This breakfast is just one of the ways HomeFront 
Strong continues its mission to build resiliency in vet-
erans and military families through targeted programs 
and resources. The organization also hosts a drop-in 
Morning Coffee program on the fourth Thursday of 
each month from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Palmer Public 
Library, offering snacks, coffee and camaraderie. 

“We remember those who serve the people,” Baub-
litz said. “We remember our comrades.”

While almost every seat in the dining room of the 
Senior Center was filled on Saturday, one chair at a 
small table remained empty the entire time.

The table, which was draped in a white table cloth, 
was set to honor prisoners of war and those missing 
in action. 

“We remember them,” Baublitz said, as she read the 
significance of each item placed on the table. “Remem-
ber until the day they come home.”

The table is smaller than the other tables in the din-
ing room, symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner alone 
against their captors. The black napkin represents the 
emptiness left in the families’ hearts.

The table has a red rose, a candle, a bread plate and 
an inverted wine glass. On the bread plate is a lemon, 
a bitter reminder of these POW/MIA’s fate, and salt to 
represent the tears of their loved ones. 

The glass is overturned, to remind people that these 
servicemembers are not here to raise their glasses.

Baublitz credited a crew of dedicated volunteers for 
making the breakfast a success, including Senior Cen-
ter Executive Director John Zienowicz, Chef Alton 
Davis, Council on Aging members and Senior Center 
volunteers, along with Country Bank staff, who served 
and cleared plates. 

Morrone presented a medallion coin to each vol-
unteer, as well as to HomeFront Strong staff and vol-
unteers. 

She also recognized Town Manager Stuart Beckley, 
Veterans Service Officer Mark Avis, along with Select-
board members Nancy Talbot and Jack Cascio and 
Superintendent of Ware Public Schools Michael Lo-
vato, who all attended the breakfast.

For more information about HomeFront Strong 
and the programs and services it offers, find them on 
Facebook and Instagram, visit brookfieldinstitute.org, 
call 508-499-9589 or email jennifer@brookfieldinsti-
tute.org. 

Quilts of Valor

Local veterans honored for answering call to service

U.S. Air Force veteran and retired HomeFront Strong board member Be-
linda Morrone receives a Quilt of Valor from Kate Blanchard and Connie 
Barnes during HomeFront Strong’s Military Appreciation Breakfast held 
at the Ware Senior Center this past Saturday. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUI-
METTE

A veteran stands as the U.S. Marine Corps song is played.

Kate Blanchard thanks Palmer veteran William “Billy” Byrnes for his service. Veterans stand as their military branch’s song is played.

William Griswold of Palmer proudly wears his Quilt of Valor, joined by 
his wife, Charlann. 

A U.S. Air Force veteran stands for his branch’s song. U.S. Army veterans stand during their branch’s song.
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A U.S. Coast Guard veteran stands for his branch’s song.

Belchertown veteran Willie Lemieux, U.S. Marine Corps, wears his Quilt 
of Valor as Kate Blanchard explains its significance.

Connie Barnes wraps William Griswold in his Quilt of Valor.

Graciella Baublitz, age 13, performs the National Anthem on violin. She 
has been playing since she was 5 years old.

William “Billy” Byrnes, a U.S. Army veteran, wears his red, white and 
blue quilt.

days that lasted exactly one 
minute each.

Out of the 12 schools and 
72 teams that participated in 
the event, a total of 300 mid-
dle and high school students 
were in attendance. 

One of Quaboag’s teams, 
“Buy Low, Sell High” from 
Quaboag won first place. 
The students in this team 
were Kassidy Pelland, Em-
ily Cieslak, Richard Tracy, 
Daniel Hobart, and Izaiah 
Flores.

The team ended the game 
with the highest net worth of 
$1,369,533.62 and an ROI of 
36.95% and won a pizza par-
ty for all students in DiRico’s 
Personal Finance classes.

RIGHT: Quaboag Regional High 
School’s “Buy Low, Sell High” won 
first place at the Junior Achievement 
of Springfield’s annual Stock Market 
Competition. The students in this 
team were Kassidy Pelland, Emily 
Cieslak, Richard Tracy, Daniel Hobart 
and Izaiah Flores. SUBMITTED PHOTO

COMPETITION  

FROM PAGE 1
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
NOVEMBER 24-25-26.

9AM-4PM. 
51 BRIDLE ROAD, LUDLOW

Furniture, artwork, antique items and 
more. Indoors and outdoors.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BALED HAY FOR SALE. Call 413-
323-7120.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace-
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at B>413-887-1987.

RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver-
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323-
6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINES

QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON
HILLTOWNS

MONDAY AT NOON
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Job Opening
Town of Warren, MA

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
Full-Time Operator/Mechanic Position

The Town of Warren, Board of Sewer Commissioners is accepting Resumes and Cover 
Letters for its Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator/ Mechanic position. The pay scale 
ranges from $22.83 to $30.68/hour based on relative work experience, educational 
background, and professional licenses currently held. A generous benefit package is 
available including health insurance in which the Town pays 75% of the premium.

High School Graduate, preferably from a technical school: preferably 3 years’ experience 
as an operator and mechanic at a wastewater treatment plant or any equivalent 
combination of education and mechanical experience will be considered. Be able to 
obtain a Massachusetts Wastewater Treatment Plant License, Grade 4 or higher, within 
six months of hire. A Massachusetts Class D Driver’s License with a clean driving history 
is required. 

Please visit the Town’s website, www.warren-ma.gov for a complete position description. 
Resumes and Cover Letters will be accepted until the position is filled. Please send your 
resume and cover letter to the Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@
warren-ma.gov.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

by the dinner’s sold out attendance.
“He’s doing such a great job being 

the welcoming face of the Chamber in 
four short months,” she said. “He’s in-
vested in being involved and building 
lasting relationships.”

In the coming year, the Chamber is 
gearing up to do more, Buteau said, 
including the return of its annual com-
munity awards, as well as increased 
marketing for Chamber members. 

Buteau also credited the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors for their team ef-
fort to work together; Ruggiero, Trea-
surer Julie Quink of Burkhart Piz-
zanelli P.C., Assistant Treasurer Renee 
Niedziela of J. Stolar Insurance Agen-
cy, Clerk Amy Scribner of River East 
School-to-Career and past Chairper-
son Tanya Bullock of Life’s Memories 
& More.

Buteau said the Chamber wel-
comed a number of new businesses 
to its membership this year, including 
the Chamber’s youngest member, Bill 
Partelo of Wicked Woodworking, who 
just celebrated his 18th birthday. 

As Ruggeiro took over the meeting 
from Buteau, he thanked the under-
writers and Salem Cross Inn for host-
ing the night’s event. 

He said the small businesses that 
make up the Chamber are the “life-
blood of the area,” and they’re help-
ing the Chamber to overcome changes 
and challenges.

“This really is an amazing organi-
zation…now we are perfectly poised 
to help you, our members,” Ruggeiro 
said. “This Chamber is one of the best 
resources we have.”

Chamber members thanked Bu-
teau for her dedication to its members, 
and Monson Savings Bank’s Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief Operat-
ing Officer Michael Rouette noted her 
long career in community banking. 

“Lena is passionate about her job, 
her employees…she is a strong advo-
cate for customer service,” Rouette 
said. “We’re here tonight to celebrate 
her role in the Chamber. It wasn’t an 
easy role she walked into. She devoted 
countless hours to the Chamber.” 

Lavoie and Scribner presented 
Buteau with an elegant black wood-
en chair, made by Standard Chair of 
Gardner. Buteau’s name is engraved 
on the chair, along with the Chamber’s 
newly designed logo. 

Featured speaker for the evening 
was state Rep. Todd Smola, who was 
joined by newly elected state Sen. Pe-
ter Durant. 

Smola touched on several issues 
before the State House and in his role 
as a ranking member of the Ways & 
Means Committee.

“We have our finger on the purse 
strings of Massachusetts,” he said.

Smola said a lot has changed since 
the COVID pandemic, including the 
issue of portability. Remote accessibil-

ity has given people the ability to do a 
number of jobs from anywhere in the 
world. 

Now, there is out-migration 
from the commonwealth, which has 
dropped 12 spots to being ranked 45th 
among states for tax incentives. Smo-
la said a tax incentive package was 
passed to help balance it out.

“We manage our money really 
well,” Smola said of the common-
wealth.

Even with the best money manage-
ment, housing continues to be a top 
concern for residents of Massachu-
setts. The housing crisis is impacting 
people from all income levels.

“Housing, housing, housing…it is 
our big problem,” Smola said, and its 
another reason people are relocating 
to other states. 

Smola said 400,000 additional 
housing units will help the problem, 
but it won’t fix it. 

Transportation is another issue 
residents face, Smola said, especially 
in rural areas where infrastructure is 
lacking. Retention of workers is also a 
concern for business owners, especial-
ly in western Massachusetts.

“We are losing our young work-
force,” he said. 

Smola said while the common-
wealth is facing these issues, its 
strength lies in the small businesses 
that continue to grow and serve people 
across the region.

“The backbone of this region is re-
ally the small businesses,” Smola said. 

About the Chamber
The Quaboag Hills Chamber of 

Commerce was established in 1978 to 
assist businesses in the Quaboag Hills 
Region, serving the towns of Belcher-
town, Brimfield, Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland, Mon-
son, New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren 
and West Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance econom-
ic growth and tourism in the region, 
to be an advocate for policies that 
achieve the development goals of the 
communities, and to advance the in-
terests of its members.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce offers more than just net-
working opportunities. It helps the 
business community from the smallest 
entrepreneurs to the largest corpora-
tions; through trainings, seminars and 
more.

Membership fees start at $245 a 
year, with the average business paying 
about $1 a day for the Chamber’s ser-
vices. Membership fees are only $100 
for nonprofit organizations. 

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce is located at 4 Springfield 
St., Suite 525, Three Rivers. For more 
information, visit qhma.com, call 413-
283-2418 or email info@qhma.com. 
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WARREN – Claire A. (Wirf) Nick-
erson, of Warren, died on Friday, Nov. 
10, 2023, at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield after a brief illness, at the 
age of 88.

She leaves her daughter, Deborah 
Tonelli and her husband Norman of 
Westerly, Rhode Island; two sons, 
Timothy Nickerson of Warren, and 
Jeff Nickerson and his wife Sharon of 
North Brookfield; four 
grandchildren, Melissa 
Vadnais, Allyson Man-
ganello, Tyler Nickerson 
and Conor Nickerson, as 
well as three great-grand-
children, Timothy, Ra-
chel, and Julian Letour-
neau. 

She was predeceased 
by her parents, Walter 
Wirf and Hattie (Chap-
in) Wirf, her sister Hilda 
(Wirf) Zrate, and the love 
of her life, her husband, 
Donald Nickerson, who passed away in 
September.

After graduating from Warren High 
School, Claire married her high school 
sweetheart “Nick” and began to raise 
her family.  Along with her husband she 
helped manage Nickerson’s Par 3 golf  
course cooking hundreds of meals over 
many years. 

She volunteered her time on the 
Warren Fire Department Auxiliary 
where she helped serve coffee and food 
to firemen fighting fires at all hours of 
the day and night. For many years she 
volunteered counting 
votes at annual elections 
for the town of Warren.  

Past jobs included be-
ing a secretary at WARE 
radio station, hostess at 
Salem Cross Inn, and 
for many years working 
in the office at Warren 
Pumps.

Claire was a loving 
and devoted wife, moth-
er, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. 

At an early age Claire 
excelled at tap dancing 
and would perform in 
local recitals. She was 
an excellent seamstress, 
sewing beautiful clothes 

and costumes for her children and 
grandchildren.  

She loved gardening and crafts. She 
enjoyed travelling on cruises with Nick 
and also taking many fun trips with her 
grandchildren and enjoyed spending 
time with “the girls” having coffee at 
the Warren Spa. 

Claire was a very generous person 
who would help anyone in need.

Nick and Claire were 
a wonderful and loving 
couple and will be missed 
by all who had the privi-
lege to know them. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to 
Honor Flight Connecticut 
at www.honorflightct.org 
or Second Chance Animal 
Shelter at https://www.
secondchanceanimals.org/
donate/.   

A joint graveside burial 
for Nick and Claire will be 

held in the spring at Pine Grove cem-
etery in Warren and updates will be 
posted on this obituary. Varnum Fu-
neral Home, Inc., 43 East Main St., in 
West Brookfield is assisting the family 
with arrangements.   

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com.

Claire A. Nickerson, 88
- obituary -

Death Notice 
Nickerson, Claire A. (Wirf)
Died Nov. 10, 2023

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

BLACK FRIDAY SALE!!!
OPEN FRIDAY 8 AM TO 10 PM
SUNDAYS NOW 10 AM TO 7 PM
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY DEPT!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

EXCITING NEWS! I will be moving my 
Century 21 North East office to 

180 West St. in Ware on December 1st, 2023!
I look forward to Past, Present and Future 

clients stopping in at my new location. 
 If you are looking to 

Buy or Sell a property please contact me 
and I look forward to working with You!

HAVE A NICE HOLIDAY! 
Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea

EXIT Real Estate Executives

NORTH BROOKFIELD - This gorgeous 
home will truly impress! Set way off the 
road on just over 8.5 acres, you will enjoy 
privacy and beautiful views year round. 
The main fl oor has a huge kitchen with a 
walk-in pantry, formal dining room, living 
room with a pellet stove, half bath, laundry 
room with a utility sink, and a room that 
could be used as either an offi ce or bedroom. The second fl oor has 3 large bedrooms and a 
full bathroom PLUS a massive main bedroom suite with huge double closets and a beautifully 
renovated bathroom with a double vanity, linen closet, large tiled shower, and soaker tub 
imported from Belgium. The walkout basement is partially fi nished as well with another half 
bath and a large game room, gym, or perfect teen space. The large deck and pool are perfect 
for entertaining in the summer and if you enjoy gardening, you will love the variety of fruit 
trees and large garden area that is all set for the spring. PRICE REDUCTION $699,000

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 
Make More!

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

12-NIGHT 
CARIBBEAN 
CRUISE  – 
April 7-19, 2024

Call now – 
December 1 
deadline!

Nov. 18 ......Vermont Country Store ..................$79
Dec. 30 ......Moulin Rouge! ................................$125
Jan. 27 .......Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ......$99
March 16 ...Frozen at P.P.A.C. ............................$130
May 24 ......7-night Bermuda Cruise ... from $1599

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

OPEN UNTIL OPEN UNTIL OPEN UNTIL 
CHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVE

PICK UP YOUR PICK UP YOUR 
BAKING APPLESBAKING APPLES

MANY CHOICESMANY CHOICES

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
FALL LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

Holiday roasts available 
for pre-order
Farmer Matt has standing rib, 
prime rib, and tenderloin roasts 
available for your holiday table. All 
roasts are dry-aged Angus beef.

FarmerMatt.com/roasts

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Mon. & Thurs. 3pm-9pm

Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Sun. 11:30am-7:30pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

Book Your Christmas and 
Holiday Parties Today!

Dates Still Available!
Come and Watch 

the games 
on Saturday, Sunday

 and 
Monday Nights!

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA Extended 
Life Cooling 
System 
Antifreeze + 
Coolant for All 
Makes All Models 
Ready To Use

$999
/each

STARTING AT
SAVE
UP TO

31%

$1073
/each

SAVE
UP TO

44%
NAPA SCA 
Precharged 
Heaby Duty 
Antifreeze/
Coolant


