
CURRENT

Volume 17, Number 52	 Friday, November 22, 2024

STURBRIDGE
Christmas by Candlelight

p5

WEST BROOKFIELD
Country Christmas fair 

Nov. 23 p5

WARREN
Quaboag students win 

award p8

The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge – Brookfield – West Brookfield – East Brookfield – North Brookfield & New Braintree

Editorial/Opinion	  4
Sports	  9

Classifieds	 14
Police Logs	  15

Connect with 
us online

Quaboag Current
Newspaper

860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

JOIN THE FARMER MATT TEAM
Farmer Matt’s Restaurant is hiring a Lead Line Cook. Responsibilities 
include preparing ingredients, cooking meals to order, and maintaining a 
clean, organized kitchen. ServeSafe Manager certification is required, and 
previous kitchen experience is preferred. If you’re passionate about farm-
to-table cooking and have a strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from you.

Apply by emailing your resume to hello@farmermatt.com.

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

WARREN – On Nov. 8, 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School community gath-
ered in the auditorium for a 
heartfelt Veterans Day cere-
mony, organized by the eighth 
grade honors English class. 

The event featured a series 
of moving performances and 

reflections, paying tribute to 
the men and women who have 
served in the U.S. military.

The ceremony began with 
a warm welcome from Olivia 
McAnuff, followed by Abigail 
Landine leading the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Max Sturges of-
fered a history of the National 
Anthem, which was then per-
formed by Madison Schrier, 
delivering a rendition that was 

described as both “beautifully 
haunting” and “solemn.”

A highlight of the ceremo-
ny was a brief history of Ar-
mistice Day, which officially 
became Veterans Day in 1944 
after its establishment in 1938. 
Attendees also learned about 
Francis Scott Key, the War of 
1812, and how his poem, “The 
Defense of Fort McHenry”, 

Quaboag students honor Quaboag students honor 
veterans at induction ceremonyveterans at induction ceremony

Quaboag Regional Middle High School students and staff recognized and honored veterans. Two new veterans were inducted to the 
Alumni Wall; Andrew Michalski, a 2010 graduate and Michael Deremien, a 1969 graduate. TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABBY MCCOY

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Voters passed all 17 articles on 
the warrant of the special town 
meeting held on Nov. 15.

Moderator James Caldwell 
held a moment of silence to 
remember recently passed res-
ident Lisa Morgan. Morgan 
worked at the town’s landfill 
and was known for the funny 
hats she wore. 

“She was always a bright 
sun down there,” he said. “She 
always made us laugh.”

Rescinded votes
Articles 1 and 17 both re-

scinded previous votes taken at 
town meetings.

With Article 1, voters re-
scinded the vote of the June 
16, 2024, annual town meeting 
that transferred $300,000 from 
Stabilization to Group Health.  
After rescinding, voters then 
voted to transfer $233,436 

Voters took quick action 
on STM articles

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The Se-
lect Board continued a public 
hearing regarding the instal-
lation of new joint ownership 
utility poles by National Grid.

At the Nov. 4 meeting, Na-
tional Grid representatives re-
quested approval to install four 
JO utility poles on Podunk 

Road in addition to laying and 
maintaining underground lat-
erals, cables and wires in the 
same area. 

Select Board Chair Jamie 
Goodwin said the board has 
had a lot of discussion about 
this project.

Jeremy Sherman, project 
manager for National Grid, 
said the customer for this proj-
ect is NextEra Energy, a five 

Select Board continued pole 
hearing with National Grid

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – At a re-
cent program hosted by the 
Sturbridge Historical Society 
at the Publick House, Christie 
Higginbottom and Bruce Cra-
ven explored the life of a 19th 
century man, as told through 
his extensive journals.

Higginbottom said she and 
Craven were at an antique 
show in Tolland, Connecti-
cut in 2012 when they found a 

wooden trunk filled with pass 
book journals. All of the jour-
nals were written by the same 
person, William Lewis.

“Each journal listed the 
town he lived in at the time, 
including Barre and Hubbard-
ston,” Higginbottom said. 
“Bruce convinced me that we 
needed to buy them…there 
were 99 pass book journals.”

Higginbottom said the an-
tique dealer had bought the 
journals from a woman’s estate 
in Barre, which was being di-

Finding William Lewis

Journals chronicle the life 
of 19th century Barre man

WARREN – On Nov. 12, 
Mia McDonald, a 2022 grad-
uate of Westfield State Uni-
versity and currently a Senior 
Auditor at Meyers Brothers 
Kalicka, P.C., visited Quaboag 
Regional High School teacher 
Jean DiRico’s accounting class. 

Her presentation was an 
incredible opportunity for stu-
dents to learn directly from a 
professional in the field, gain-
ing valuable insights into the 
world of accounting and audit-
ing. The students found her vis-
it engaging and inspiring-truly 
a memorable experience that 
deepened their appreciation 
and understanding of account-
ing in the real world.

Auditor Mia McDonald visited Jean DiRico’s accounting class at Quaboag Regional 
High School earlier this month. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Accounting students enjoy visit from auditor
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$599

$289

USDA INSP. FRESH
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HATFIELD OLDTIME 
WHOLE HAM ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER
PICNIC .............................
USDA INSP. FRESH
GROUND PORK.................

$139
lb

$277

USDA INSP. FROZEN
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ................$129

USDA INSP. FRESH
KAYEM BUDABALL 
WHOLE SMOKED 
PIT HAM ...........................

$366

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

LEG LAMB ........................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
RIB EYE
$899

lb

CUT 
FREE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3SALE DATES: 11/20/24-11/28/24SALE DATES: 11/20/24-11/28/24

CLOSED: 11/29 & 11/30CLOSED: 11/29 & 11/30

READY
TO COOK! THANKSGIVING DINNER DINNER 

FEEDS 
10 PEOPLE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

lb

lb

lb USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$799
lb

BEEF 
SHOULDER

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$6999
STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

$1499

$899

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 15 COUNT ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN
TURKEY BREAST .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG 

$169
lb

$222

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ..... $499

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SWEET POTATO PIE ......... $299

lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ......

lb

ea

ea

ea

WHOLE 
OR HALF

High Hawk Farm Dispensary 
to Host Job Fair

High Hawk Farm Dispensary is excited to announce 
a job fair for those interested in joining our 

Rutland team as we prepare to open our doors. 
We are seeking motivated, organized, 

and hardworking individuals to fill several 
key positions, including Budtenders, 

Inventory Specialists, and Security Attendants.

Event Details:

• Date: November 26, 2024

• Time: 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

• Location: Higgins Powersports Building,140 
Worcester Road, Barre, MA, 01005

• Positions Available: Full-time and part-time roles, 
including Budtender, Inventory Specialist, and 
Security Attendant.

• Requirements: Applicants must be 21+ and pass a 
CORI background check. Experience in the cannabis 
industry is preferred but not required. A passion for 
customer service, attention to detail, and the ability 
to work in a fast-paced environment are essential. 
Please bring a cover letter and resume. 

The event will provide an opportunity 
to ask questions and submit resumes

Contact Information:

For more information, please contact:
Meghan Peddle

meg@highhawkfarm.com
978-257-3586

WARREN – The Centered Place yoga 
studio in Warren is hosting a food drive and 
fundraiser to support The Sharing Cup-
board Food Pantry in West Brookfield as 
well as two Massachusetts food banks.   

Many individuals and families in the area 
are experiencing food insecurity.  With recent 
discontinuation of several government sup-
port programs that were implemented during 
the pandemic, their needs have increased. 

The Centered Place hopes that the food 
drive and fundraiser can give a boost to 
those facing food insecurity and help them 
make it through the holidays with good food 
to eat and more to celebrate. 

Donations of food and household items 
for The Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry can 
be brought to The Centered Place at 286 
Bridge St. 

The most needed food items include 
non-perishable food such as regular sized 
canned proteins (meats or beans), dried 
beans, grains, peanut butter or other nut but-
ters, cookies, crackers, breakfast cereals, cof-
fee or decaf, and canned or packaged soups. 
Household items that are most needed in-

clude paper towels and toilet paper, soap and 
other cleaning supplies.

Alternatively, food and donations can be 
brought directly to the Sharing Cupboard 
Food Pantry on Wednesday mornings be-
tween 10-11:30 a.m. and Thursday evenings 
between 7-8 p.m. 

Note that on the week of Thanksgiving, 
the pantry will be open Tuesday morning 
instead of Wednesday morning, and will be 
closed on Thanksgiving. The Sharing Cup-
board Food Pantry is located at 36 North 
Main St.,, in the back of the First Congrega-
tional Church in West Brookfield. 

Donations can also be mailed to: The 
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry, 36 North 
Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585.  

Each month The Centered Place hosts a 
fundraiser for a different charitable organiza-
tion. The fundraiser for both November and 
December supports the Worcester County 
Food Bank, a non-profit organization that 
provides donated food to those who need it. 
Last year, the WCFB and its network of 115 
community meal programs and local food 
pantries (including The Sharing Cupboard 

Food Pantry) helped distribute nearly 6.1 
million pounds of donated food (enough for 
5.1 million meals) to 75,000 people from all 
60 cities and towns in Worcester County. 

The Centered Place has a Facebook 
fundraiser where you can donate to the 
WCFB: https://www.facebook.com/do-
nate/1116376256580110/.

Donations can also be made directly to 
the Worcester County Food Bank website at 
https://foodbank.org/.

Another food bank that you can support 
is the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, 
which serves Hampshire, Hampden, Frank-
lin and Berkshire counties. You can donate 
to this food bank online at https://www.food-
bankwma.org/.

The Centered Place yoga studio has served 
the local area since 1988. It was founded by 
Nancy A Nowak, who co-directs and teaches 
along with her husband, Phil Milgrom. The 
studio was voted Best in Yoga by readers of 
the former Sturbridge Times. 

The physical address of the studio is 286 
Bridge St. in Warren. The web address is 
www.thecenteredplace.com.

The Centered Place hosts food drive

Fundraiser to help those facing food insecurity

BARRE – Quabbin Regional High 
School lists the first quarter honor roll 
for grades nine through 12.

Grade 9, High Honors
Brent Benoit, Abraham Brown, 

Nicholas Carroll, Michael Condry, 
Maya Edouard, Chloe Howarth, Ellie 
Poulin and Erin Trottier.

Grade 9, Honors
Nicholas Antonio, Mary Asiedu, 

Anyiah Bergeron, Josephine Buck, 
Carlmorisia Campbell, Eleanor Car-
roll, Brian Colleton, Aiden Crane, Kay-
la Curran, Adrien Cyr, Oliver Davis, 
Aliyah Edouard, Andrew Erickson, 
Audrey Faucher, Samuel Feldman, 
Alaina Flynn, Maya Fontaine, Daniel-
la Gaudreault, Callahan Hardy, Jadin 
Harnois, Samuel Jamieson, Matthew 
Labrousse, Alison LaRoche, Emma 
Lindsey, Kingston McKenzie, Lynn Di-

arrah Michel, Niki Nikakhlagh, John 
Orsini, Aubrie Phelps, Moira Powers, 
Juliet Priestley, Lealani Prunesti-Thom-
as, Veanna Salvadore, Kristen Schur, 
Ava Sobol, Haley Stoll, Silas Stukuls 
Barrieau, Benjamin Thompson and 
Catherine Tucker. 

Grade 10, High Honors
Jacob Bassett, Madeleine Bois-

selle, Tess Dunphy, Kathryn Ford, Ella 
Reeves and Ellary White. 

Grade 10, Honors
Klavdiya Antonian, Skyler Bard, 

Halo Bissonnette, Samantha Breault, 
Makenzie Casey, Benjamin Darcey, 
Kherington Deschenes, Oliver Doane, 
Isabel Doty, Leah Doucette, Brody Fau-
cher, Grace Flamand, Lilian Hinckley, 
Kaylie Howland, Kirk Kaelin II, Emma 
Keddy, Violet Kelley, Sadie Kennan, 
Nathaniel Korandanis, Sierra Lambert, 

Audrey Laursen, Ailey Majoy, Anna 
Metcalf, Mia Miville, Jesse Newton, 
Samantha O’Connor, Sadie Ouimette, 
Maya Putnam, Julia Quintal, Camren 
Robertson, Abigail Rogowski, Emma 
Ryan, Sienna Shaw, Aubrey Thorpe, 
Owen Twarog, Grace Vanoudenhove, 
Brendan Welch, Carlo Zolla and Lean-
na Zou.

Grade 11, Honors
Owura Ankoma-Mensah, Aaron Bo-

dine, Owen Breuer, Micah Cerezo, An-
nabella DiMartino, Mia Ducos, Kalina 
Dyer, Garrett Erickson, Ava Gilman, 
Adelaide Harmon, Emma Kahlau, An-
thony Landry, Logan Loomer, Grace 
Manna, Elizabeth Matheson, Hunter 
McQueston, Jayne O’Brien, Madelyn 
Stauder, Andrew Warfield, Farrah Wo-
jcik and Jin Xi Zou.

Grade 12, High Honors
Ava Conlee, Teaghan Earle, Matthew 

Erickson, Quinn Geary, Samuel Guer-
tin, Isabel LaBelle, Julia Smith and Jax-
on Warburton. 

Grade 12, Honors
Shimie Ankoma-Mensah, Eamon 

Arnold, Haley Ayer, Jordan Blanchard, 
Kevin Boles, Alisyn Bruso, Kyle Clark, 
Abigail Crawford, Christiana Dunn, 
Adam Faulha, Ruby Gatulis, Rachel 
Harrington, Rylee-Anne Harty, Hunter 
LaBier, Travis LaRoche, Kun Liu, Ve-
ronika Mendrek, Adelynn Prochnow, 
Ethan Salvadore, Amanda Samaha, 
Ezequiel Santoro, Sadie Sheldon, Han-
nah Shepard, Sydney Slattery, Isabella 
Smith, Irene Stolgitis, Kevin Thomp-
son, Richard Tucker, Abigail Ure and 
Ryan Wreschinsky. 

Quabbin Regional High School list honor roll
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 21 Noon

NORTH BROOKFIELD – On Sat-
urday, Nov. 30, volunteers from North 
Brookfield Decorate Our Town Com-
mittee will be gathered at the Town 
House at 9 a.m. to start the task of 
decorating the town for the Christmas 
holiday.  

Wreaths and sprays will be hung on 
the windows and doors of all the build-
ings on Main Street, and the Town Park 
will be adorned with lights, wooden sol-
diers, a sleigh, Santa and much more.  

On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 1,  Santa 
will be sitting in his favorite chair to wel-

come those who wish to sit on his knee 
and whisper in his ear the present they 
hope Santa will bring on Christmas 
morning.  

At the same time, the Haston Free 
Public Library will be hosting a series 
of festivities. A Tree Lighting Ceremo-
ny will take place at 6 p.m., followed by 
Christmas Caroling at the Congrega-
tional Church.  

Tabby LeBlanc will be leading all 
in the caroling, and it is hoped that 
the Theatre Guild will sing a favorite 
Christmas song or two.

Christmas decorating and 
holiday events listed By Ellenor Downer

edowner@turley.com

BARRE – The Barre Library Asso-
ciation returned two 19th century head-
dresses from their collection donated to 
the library by Frank Root on Nov. 11.

Several years ago, the BLA returned 
a large number of artifacts in the Frank 
Root collection to Pine Ridge Lakota 
tribe as part of their reparation deci-
sion. A large ceremony involving many 
members of the Lakota tribe and the 
public participated in or attended that 
reparation ceremony held at Ruggles 
Lane School in Barre.

This ceremony was much smaller 
with Justin Pourier and only a handful 
of people and members of the press. 

Both headdresses were from the 19th 
century. One was 60 inches long with a 
felt head piece and eagle feathers. The 
second headdress was 50 inches long 
and made of felted wool, eagle talons, 

porcupine quills, deer hair and horse 
hair.

Pourier, head of the tribal historic 
preservation office and the Fifth Mem-
ber of the Tribal Executive Council 
from the Pine Ridge Lakota tribe, said 
when his tribe started talked with mem-
bers of the Barre Library Association 
about the artifacts in Barre, he hoped it 
“would open doors.” 

He said this  would “impact our 
youth as they don’t’ have access to stuff  
like this back home.” He said they will 
preserve these headdresses or war bon-
nets as he called them in a building of 
their own where school children can 
come and view them. 

Pourier sang a litany in his native 
tongue while standing over the boxed 
headdresses. He also talked about his 
ancestors history as well. Following the 
ceremony, Pourier returned with the 
two headdresses to Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion in South Dakota.

More artifacts return to Lakota tribe

Justin Pourier, head of the tribal historic preserva-
tion office and the Fifth Member of the Tribal Execu-
tive Council from the Pine Ridge Lakota tribe, speaks 
to the group during a brief ceremony at the Woods 
Memorial Library on Nov. 11 to return two head-
dresses to the Lakota people.

Justin Pourier lifts up one of the headdresses, which 
he will be taking back to Pine Ridge following the 
brief reparation ceremony. The artifacts were in the 
Barre Library Association museum collection, which 
was housed in the museum on the second floor of the 
Woods Memorial Library.

Elizabeth Martin, a Woods Memorial Library Trustee 
and member of the BLA, finishes uncovering one of 
the Lakota headdresses.

Another view of the headdresses returned to the La-
kota tribe on Nov. 11. TURLEY PHOTOS BY ELLENOR DOWNER

BARRE – Quabbin Regional Middle 
School announced the first quarter hon-
or roll.

Grade 7, High Honors
Saylor Bissonnette, Julia Blanchard, 

Winter Boyea, Eliza Brown, Joyce 
Brown, Emily DeMalia, Brody De-
spres, Maria Hamm, Nolan Herrick, 
Pele Johnson, Chiara Manna, Madeline 
Omasta, Sebastian Palomera-Espinoza, 
Owen Pears, Madeleine Proulx, Katy 
Twarog and Elizabeth Welch.

Grade 7, Honors
Albert Afonso, Harrison Ashton, 

Addyson Barringer, Owen Black, Ame-
lia Breault, Cameron Bruley, Ashlynn 
Casey, Jack Castell, Henry Corbett, 
Christopher Dallair, Sophia Dittami, 
Lane Fargnoli, Addison Ford, Lucas 
Gaspar, Meaghan Glidden, Gabriel 
Houle, Aimee Ickler, Evelyn Johnson, 
Noah Kelter, Amy Landrin, Theodore 
Langer, Mathieu LeBlanc, Jack Le-
clair, Mackenzie Levesque, Ava Max-
im, Bree May, Cameron McDonald, 
Valerie Metterville, Brayden Nadeau, 
Calleb Oliveira, Ashtan Pride, Evelyn 
Priestley, Autumn Rector, Lily Ryan, 
Thomas Schoonmaker, Andrew Scott, 
Hannah Shotwell, Madalyn Simons, 
Bella Spring, Emma Stauder, Fiona 
Stevens, Arina Timofeev, Kailyn Trayn-
ham, Maggie Ward, Charlie White, Lila 
Wilson, Skylar Wisniewski and Raegyn 
Wnek.

Grade 8, High Honors
Kalina Bassett, Hazel Carter, Lauren 

Colleton, Caleb Conway-Dias, Adalyn 

Cranston, Madison Cyr, Kalypso De-
Cologero, Jeremy DeMoranville, Fio-
na Derr, Brynn Dunphy, Xavier Fjeld, 
Silas Flint, Nathan Gringras, Olivia 
Gregory, Hayston Hay, Madisyn Hill, 
Reese Jamieson, Sarah Jean-Francois, 
Gemma Mullins, Greyson Mullins, Ol-
ivia O’Connor, Whitney Reeves, Chloe 
Richardson, Ava Rogowski, Jacob Ro-
sario, Zoey Salvadore, Dimas Santos 
Jr., Madisyn Shotwell, Annabelle Silver, 
Addison Surprenant, Michael Tabares, 
Robert Tobin, Launa Tran, John Tyler, 
Robyn Waltz and Jack Wynne.

Grade 8, Honors
Oliva Abbas-Peck, Emma Ackert, 

Adeelya Andrade, Alison Baptiste, Jo-
seph Cook, Natalia Cordero-Martel, 
Gabriel DelGiudice, Landon Devine, 
Aryanna Donofrio, Eli Doolittle, Jas-
mine Ewing, Maya Faucher, Finian 
Fauteux, Lindsay Fors, Tsadiku Fox, 
Juliana Guilderson, Madison Haley, 
Sawyer Harmon, Jace Jones, Aubrey 
Lawson, Weston Letendre, Allie Lip-
iec, Sage McQueston, Annalyce Miller, 
Morgan Montague, Lunabelle Moore, 
Layla Nally, Sarah Neal, William 
O’Neill, Dante Orcutt, Quinn Ouimette, 
Joseph Perrone, Nathaniel Perry, Lukas 
Potter, Kimberly Riendeau, Sophia 
Rogers, Connor Roohan, Alexis Savary, 
Madison Scanlon, Deven Skinner, Ro-
salie Stark, Tucker Talbot, Mackenzie 
Toupin, Halee Vasquez, Maxwell Wade, 
Isabelle Wentworth, Gareth White and 
Sarai Zhindon.

Quabbin Regional Middle 
Schools lists honor roll



PAGE 4    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, November 22, 2024

- opinion -

Connect with 
us online

Quaboag Current
Newspaper

OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.

THE QUABOAG CURRENT (USPS# 
10860) is published weekly (every 
Friday) by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Telephone at 413-283-
8393 or fax at 413-289-1977.  
Periodical Postage Prices are Paid 
at Palmer, MA.

POSTMASTER: Please send 
address changes to: Quaboag 
Current, 24 Water Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

EDITOR
Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn
Tim Mara

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

SOCIAL MEDIA

@QuaboagCurrent

WEB
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted.

CURREN T

Congratulations in order?
Here is where we find out who the “win-

ners” and “losers” are. Because we won’t 
truly know for a while. 

It is true that there are some very clear 
winners from the get-go. The folks with 
money and influence in the Republican Par-
ty definitely won. That is clear, at least the 
ones who helped pull the strings, and the 
ones who avoided any real choice and sim-
ply sat back and watched. 

The folks who committed crimes on his 
behalf are the winners, in the superficial, 
game-board sense of the word. The ones 
who fought back? They lost, in that super-
ficial sense of the word.

Now comes the revenge scenario he talk-
ed about for the losers. Here’s where we get 
to see what he does with his power. Here’s 
where we all get to see if  all that he promised 
for America is good for the Americans who 
supported him. 

We may get to see just how many of us 
actually really lost. Although it will be pain-
ful to admit.  

Here’s the thing though, losers and win-
ners are always defined by perspective.

As a father and former educator, my per-
spective is, and will always be, reflected in 
the lessons given to my children and my stu-
dents. Most educators I knew felt a respon-
sibility, whenever possible, to try to filter life 
lessons through a lens of what they could 
help their students become. Most parents I 
know certainly feel that way about shaping 
their own children, to help them become 

more deeply profound version of “winners.”
This election has some losers and winners 

whom we all need to understand clearly.
Those good parents and educators are 

the immediate clear losers in the game-
board sense of the word. However, when 
their student’s/child’s world celebrates lying, 
cheating, abuse of women and minorities, 
and physical violence toward innocent pro-
testors; when words like honesty, empathy, 
and integrity are scoffed at; when honor and 
service is replaced by loyalty to a man; and 
when revenge replaces kindness and forgive-
ness, the children could very likely be the 
losers, in a more deeply profound sense of 
the word. 

At that point, we all lose, in that more 
profound sense of the word.

There is hope. There are winners, in that 
deeply profound sense. These winners will 
continue to stand up to fear and hatred. 
The winners will be the ones who fight hard 
against all the disinformation to continue to 
teach honesty and integrity, who respect and 
honor all who fought, and continue to fight 
for freedom from tyranny. 

The winners will always be the ones who, 
in the face of threats of abuse, continue to 
protect the innocent, stand up for women 
and minorities, and call out prejudice and 
injustice wherever it occurs.

Be a winner. Be THAT kind of winner!

Eric von Bleicken
West Brookfield

I spent this past weekend trying to wrap 
things up. Before we know it the holidays 
will be upon us and there will be little 

time to spend in the garden.  
I had, and sadly still have, areas yet to 

clean up, last minute bulbs to plant and stat-
uary and tools to put into storage. One major 
concern is how dry it is. 

Read on to learn about some chores that 
should be tackled before the ground freezes.

Honestly, in all my years of gardening I 
have never felt the need to water spring bulbs 
after planting them. This year is the excep-
tion.  

What about our newly planted perennials, 
trees and shrubs? Just to be safe, get out the 
hose and give them a good soaking.  

If  weather permits, move a slow running 
hose from shrub to shrub over the course 
of a few hours. This is especially critical for 
our broad leaf evergreens such as rhododen-
drons, azaleas, and Pieris.    

Remember the damage on older rhodo-
dendrons a few winters back? Some large 
specimens lost a third or more of their over-
all size!  

Much of that was caused by excessive cold 
and winter winds that desiccated (removed 
moisture from) the foliage and left it suscep-
tible to injury. Antidesiccant sprays are avail-
able from nurseries and garden centers. These 
products leave a waxy layer of film over the 
leaf, locking in its moisture.   

Did you purchase any shrubs, roses or 
otherwise that were so beautiful you couldn’t 
resist, even though they were only marginally 
hardy in our area (zones 6 or higher)? These 
need special attention.  

Pound some stakes into the ground just 
outside the drip line of the plant. Wrap the 
stakes with burlap and stuff it full of straw, 
salt marsh hay, or shredded leaves, anything 
that will insulate yet not pack down and 
cause rot.  

Never use plastic; this material creates a 
greenhouse of fluctuating temperatures that 
will surely kill the plant. Climbing plants 
such as roses or clematis can be removed 
from their trellises, tied in loose bundles and 
wrapped in a similar fashion as above.

Many of our evergreen shrubs suffer un-
der the weight of ice and snow. Smaller spec-
imens can be protected by making “A-frame” 
tents out of plywood and placing them over 
the susceptible plant. Use hinges rather than 
nails to construct them; storage during the 
off-season will be a breeze. 

These types of enclosures also provide a 
great deal of wind protection. Paint them to 
blend in with the landscape.  

Other articles have covered the impor-
tance of winter mulch to protect strawber-
ries, fall mums, garlic, and spring flowering 
bulbs among others. Large evergreen branch-
es do well to cover bigger areas. I have used 
them successfully to weigh down other light 
mulches such as straw or chopped leaves for 
twice the protection.  

Remember, this task is best accomplished 
after the ground freezes, with our goal being 
to keep it frozen, thereby avoiding thawing 
spells that heave plants from the ground. 

During the winter voles and field mice can 
wreak havoc on young fruit trees by tunnel-
ing through the snow to the bark in search of 
food. Their gnawing will girdle the tree and if  
excessive enough will eventually kill it.  

Remember, the layer of tissue just below 

Resident weighs in on winning and losing

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Wrap it up!

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

Letter-to-The-Editor

Will IRA withdrawals 
affect my Medicare 
premiums?

Dear Rusty: 
I am a member of AMAC and learn so 

much from the Ask Rusty column. 
I hope you can give me some informa-

tion about a question that has come up in 
my family. My husband is retired and has 
reached Full Retirement Age. 

He is considering withdrawing money 
from an IRA to pay off our mortgage. We 
are wondering what, if  any, penalties may be 
incurred on Social Security, Medicare and 
income tax. Thank you for your help in this 
matter. 

Signed: Concerned Taxpayer 

Dear Concerned: 
Thank you for contacting the AMAC 

Foundation Social Security Advisory Ser-
vice. 

Regarding your question on the impact 
of withdrawing IRA funds, there is no im-
pact to your husband’s gross Social Security 
benefit. The amount withdrawn, of course, 
is considered ordinary income for federal 
income tax purposes and will need to be in-
cluded as such on your federal income tax 
return and will therefore affect your federal 
income tax liability when you file the return.  

Depending on the amount withdrawn, 
there could be an impact to the Medi-
care premium due to the Income-Related 
Monthly Adjustment Amount provision. 
Assuming you file jointly, you will pay a 
higher Medicare Part B premium if your 
modified adjusted gross income is above 
certain thresholds, i.e., more than $103,000 
for an individual and $206,000 for a married 
couple. 

Please note that Medicare’s procedures 
will not note this income change for two 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SOCIAL SECURITY   I   PAGE 5
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Saturday, November 23rd
8pm-12am

The Gypsy Six

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 7th

7pm-10pm

Moonlight Saints
Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

the bark is the tree’s “plumbing”! 
Protect the trunk by wrapping it with 
one-quarter inch hardware cloth or 
commercially made trunk protectors.  
Remove the protectors in the spring. 

Unfortunately, I neglected to pro-
tect young trees one fall and that was 
all it took. A poor tree was gnawed al-
most completely around the trunk. I 
was surprised it had enough energy to 
leaf out the following spring, but less 
surprised to see it wither and die not 
a month later.

In case you were wondering, yes, 
my bulbs for Old Sturbridge Village 
did finally come in. I wish they could 
talk. What a story they would tell.  

I think they have honestly trav-
eled more in the last six weeks than I 
have in my entire life. Holland to New 
York to Alabama to the Bahamas to 

New Jersey and then to a shoe store in 
New York City. Yes, a shoe store.  

A good Samaritan saw my name 
on the packing slip and called to say 
she received them.  Regardless, I am 
happy they finally arrived in Stur-
bridge. I am hopeful that they will all 
be planted (and watered in) within the 
next couple of days!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 32 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

years, so if  you make the withdrawal 
in 2024 it will not trigger the increases 
until your 2026 Medicare premiums. 
A change to your Medicare premium 
might also result in a change to your 
net Social Security payment at that 
time since Medicare is automatically 
deducted from your Social Security 
payment. 

Also depending on the amount 
withdrawn, you may have to pay an 
additional amount on top of your 
Medicare Part D premium. The Part 
D adjustment amount is calculated 
based on a percentage of the Part D 
national base beneficiary premium, 
not on a percentage of the plan pre-
mium.   

The Social Security Administration 
mails letters to beneficiaries, who cur-
rently pay a Part B Income-Related 
Monthly Adjustment Amount and, 
according to the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, are in a Part D 

plan. The letter explains the additional 
Part D amount and how exactly Social 
Security will collect it. You can con-
tact SSA at 1-800-772-1213 or your lo-
cal SSA agency if  you have any further 
questions about your Part D IRMAA 
premium.

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is in-
tended for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi-
sor for AMAC. 
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STURBRIDGE – Old Sturbridge 
Village is pleased to announce the re-
turn of Christmas by Candlelight, a 
cherished holiday celebration of New 
England’s festive traditions. 

Tickets are now on sale to the public 
for select dates in November and De-
cember.

The Village will transform into a 
stunning winter wonderland beginning 
Nov. 29, featuring over 85 beautifully 

decorated trees on the Christmas Tree 
Trail, over 80 wreaths, hundreds of 
candles illuminating the pathways, and 
5,625 feet of garland adorning historic 
buildings. Each evening of the program 
will kick off at 4:30 p.m. with a magical 
lighting ceremony.

Visitors can experience a variety of 
activities, including knitting Christmas 
stockings and baking traditional hol-
iday treats. Guests can stroll through 

Christmas by Candlelight returns to Old Sturbridge Village
the picturesque village and cross the 
enchanting Christmas Wish Bridge, a 
scenic path lined with trees along the 
Quinebaug River. Children will have the 
chance to meet Santa and Mrs. Claus in 
their new cabin, where they can share 
their holiday wishes. 

Visitors are also encouraged to par-
ticipate in the annual Gingerbread 
House contest, where creative entries 
will be displayed for public voting.

“Christmas by Candlelight is a cele-
bration of the cherished traditions that 
make the season truly special,” said 
Rhys Simmons, Director of Interpreta-
tion at Old Sturbridge Village in a press 
release. “Our goal is to transport you 
back in time with an experience that 
delights all the senses. Picture twinkling 
lights adorning the trees, the enticing 
aromas and flavors of mulled cider and 
freshly baked gingerbread, and the fa-
miliar sounds of holiday carols echoing 
all around.”

This year’s Christmas by Candlelight 
will feature an array of live entertain-
ment, including historical performanc-
es and readings of Christmas tales for 
children. New this year is “Upon a 
Midnight Clear – An Acoustic New 
England Christmas,” a musical journey 

showcasing local artists reinterpreting 
classic carols.

In addition to the festivities, guests 
can explore the origins of classic tra-
ditions such as nutcrackers and gin-
gerbread, along with a remarkable 
miniature nativity scene featuring over 
600 pieces. The Richardson House will 
showcase Italian Christmas customs. 

There will also be plenty of opportu-
nities for holiday shopping at the Miner 
Grant Store and the Ox & Yoke Mer-
cantile.

“This event has become a tradition 
for so many guests year after year, and 
many families look forward to it as the 
highlight of their holiday season,” con-
tinued Simmons. “We invite everyone 
to experience the joy of the season, rel-
ish in classic traditions, and create new 
memories with loved ones this winter at 
Christmas by Candlelight.”

Christmas by Candlelight is made 
possible by our generous sponsors: Cor-
nerstone Bank, Country Bank, G&F 
Precision Molding, and Southbridge 
Credit Union. 

For more information on tickets and 
full event details, visit the Old Stur-
bridge Village website.

NEW BRAINTREE  – The New 
Braintree Public Library, 45 Memorial 
Drive, is offering a Story Time program 
for preschoolers on Monday, Dec. 2 be-
ginning at 9 a.m.   

The program’s focus is on the coming 
winter season with readings from Eric 
Carle. The readings will include “The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar’s First Winter” 
and “Dream Snow.” 

This reading and crafts program is 
held at the library. Parental supervision 
is required. 

People may call the library at 508-
867-7650 during regular business hours 
for more information.  

New Braintree Library to hold Story Time

WEST BROOKFIELD – The 
George Whitefield United Methodist 
Church will host its annual Church Fair 
“A Country Christmas” on Saturday, 
Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at 33 West 
Main St. 

Featured will be a bake sale, knit and 
handcrafted items, a Christmas shop of 
gifts and décor, fudge, jams and jellies, 
Gramma’s Attic Thrift Store and lunch 
room. Come kick off the holiday sea-
son with the church.

‘A Country Christmas’ 
fair will be held Nov. 23

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current



PAGE 6    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, November 22, 2024

megawatt solar facility in Charlton. This 
facility will provide electrical services to 
about 150 homes per megawatt.

“Most of the linework is in Stur-
bridge,” he said. “Out of approximate-
ly 646 people on the circuit, only 23 of 
them are in Charlton.” 

Sherman said upgrades need to be 
made to pole distribution lines as the 
project moves forward.

“We are replacing 84 poles on Po-
dunk Road and 17 new installs,” he said.

This project includes 2.75 miles of 
Hendrix cable, which is stronger than 
traditional cable. This type of cable is 
more resilient to tree fall.

There are approximately 400-600 
trees (both public and private), that 
could be impacted by the project and 
removed. Most of these are located on 
the Podunk accessway, property owned 
by the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation and the town.

Sherman said the town defines a tree 
as anything with a trunk diameter over 
two inches. 

“There’s a lot of small, second-growth 
stuff,” he said.

Sherman said most of the current 
utility poles are over 25 years old, and 
more likely to snap if  a tree falls on the 
power lines. The current poles are also 
spaced further apart than National 
Grid’s limit of 150 feet apart.

“It is good to have this new infra-
structure,” he said.

Sherman said National Grid will also 
add automated sectionalizing switches, 
which will reduce the total number of 
people experiencing outages in the event 
power lines go down. 

Town Administrator Robin Grimm 
said National Grid has not filed with the 
Planning Board yet, and after they do, a 
legal notice will be posted, abutters will 
be notified, and trees will be tagged. She 
said all of the information will be posted 
on the town’s website, www.sturbridge.
gov. 

Grimm said she expects this to occur 
either in December or January.

She said the Conservation Commis-
sion has an order of conditions regard-
ing a debris pile along the road, and this 
has been appealed by National Grid 
through the Department of Environ-
mental Protection. A site visit with DEP 
was scheduled to occur Nov. 13. 

Goodwin thanked the representatives 
for their communication regarding the 
project and said the removal of the trees 
is a “huge quality of life issue” for the 
town and its residents.  He requested 
having the information sooner to help 
make the process smoother and provide 
answers for both the town and residents.

The board voted in favor of approv-
ing the installation of the new poles, 
subject to the approval of both the Plan-
ning Board and Conservation Commis-
sion. 

National Grid will hold an open 
house-style informational session about 
the project on Jan. 14 from 3-6 p.m. at 
the Town Hall. 

Water and sewer report
Shane Moody, Veolia’s Project Man-

ager, presented his department’s month-
ly reports for August and September. 

He said the drought is affecting the 
flow into the wastewater treatment 
plant, which make it more difficult to 
treat and can cause odors. He said de-
spite this, there haven’t been any com-
plaints, and they check the level of the 
wells daily.

“We still have plenty of room before 
we have any major problems,” he said 
adding that rain would be beneficial.

Moody said the Water Department 
conducted another round of lead and 
copper testing and everything came 
back fine. He said a public notification 
will be sent to about 1,100 customers.

“It’s not bad, it’s just stuff that’s man-
dated by DEP and EPA [Environmental 
Protection Agency] that we have to put 
out,” he said.

Moody said the town’s corrosion 
control program which has been in place 
since 1982, is “very good” at preventing 
lead and copper from leaching into the 
water.

He said one house had a very small 
lead level detected. He said this house 
was still well under the limit. 

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
and lithium testing was also completed, 
Moody said, and the water system con-
tinues to come up negative for both.

He said testing on the wastewater 
treatment plant had “substantial hits” 
of PFAS and they will continue to sam-
ple and report to DEP and EPA as re-
quired by law.

“We’re not seeing it in the drinking 

water, which is a great thing, but we 
are seeing it at the wastewater plant,” 
Moody said.

Moody said they have been testing 
the facilities to determine the source of 
the PFAS, but he said it is not from the 
drinking water. He said it could take 
years to compile the data and determine 
the source.

Hydrant flushing and winterizing has 
also been completed, Moody said.

He said the DEP came in and inspect-
ed the water tanks and a report should 
be received soon. Moody said he will 
share the findings once he receives it.

Moody said the department’s interim 
program with Tantasqua Regional High 
School has been going well and has been 
generating interest with the students.

“Hopefully this will be a continuing 
thing every year. We’ll bring a new stu-
dent in and get them in the field if  we 
can,” Moody said. 

DPW report
Department of Public Works Di-

rector Heather Blakeley said the de-
partment has been able to catch up on 
a lot of projects with the lack of rain, 
including line painting, additional street 
sweeping and leaf removal. 

Blakeley said the department worked 
with a grant-funded consultant to take a 
lead service line inventory.

“They took all the information to-
gether of all of our service customers,” 
she said. “They were able to classify 
them into three different classifications.”

She said these classification are “no 
lead,” “unknown, but not lead” and 
“unknown, possibly lead.”

“So far we have not found any lead 
surfaces, in any of our records,” Blake-
ley said.

She said the EPA requires that the 
town issue letters to water users who fall 
under the “unknown” category. The in-
tent of the letter is to have residents set 
up inspections with Moody, or to con-
duct the inspections themselves.

Blakeley said residents can research 
their property’s lead status on the town’s 
website under “Lead Service Line In-
ventory” by inputting their address. Ad-
ditional information about scheduling 
an inspection is also on the website.

Blakeley encouraged residents to 
avoid putting leaves into roadside drain-
age ditches, into streets or into wetlands. 

“That’s actually very unhealthy for 
the ecosystem, for our rivers, for the 
streams,” she said. 

The leaves also clog the town’s storm-
water drainage system and can create 
clogs.

Blakeley said residents who cannot 
safely dispose of leaves can bring them 
to the town’s recycling center and utilize 
the compost area. Small branches are 
also accepted. 

She said leaves can be beneficial if  
they are composted or mulched and 
spread onto lawns.

Accessibility concerns
Resident Katie Dennis raised her 

concerns about the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act compliance of buildings in 
town.

“I’m here today to raise awareness 
and express my concern about the lack 
of accessibility in the built environment 
here in Sturbridge, particularly in new 
and recent construction projects,” she 
said.

Dennis said many newly constructed 
buildings do not meet the building code 
or civil rights law for accessibility. She 
asked the town officials to review this 
more carefully.

“Not only is it the law, but it’s also 
our moral obligation of the town to en-
sure all our residents and visitors can 
access all of our facilities and places of 
business,” she said.

She said she is aware that the town 
is currently updating its ADA self-eval-
uation and transition plan, but current 
and recent projects still need to comply 
with accessibility requirements. 

Dennis referenced the recent HVAC 
project at the Joshua Hyde Public Li-
brary, which cost more than 30% of the 
full and fair cash value of the building, 
and triggered full compliance with the 
state’s accessibility code.

“As the building stands today, it does 
not meet the accessibility code,” she 
said.

She said this includes the kitchen and 
the basement level egress. 

Dennis said she is sharing her con-
cerns to spread awareness about accessi-
bility needs. She offered to volunteer as 
a free accessibility resource to the town.

Call firefighters
Fire Chief John A. Grasso Jr. said he 
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The Night Before  Thanksgiving Party
LIVE MUSIC by Wicked Wheel Starting at 7 p.m.

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

BLACK FRIDAY
Gift Card Deals Available

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

COUNTRY CLUB
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

STURBRIDGE – The Federated 
Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale 
will host this year’s annual Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, Nov. 
26, at 7 p.m. 

All members of the community, re-
gardless of faith, are invited to attend 
this special service, according to Feder-
ated Church Pastor Rev. David Cote.

This year’s participating churches 
include Holy Trinity Church, South-
bridge; Elm Street Congregational 
Church UCC, Southbridge; Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, Sturbridge; First 
United Methodist Church, South-
bridge; and St. Anne/St. Patrick Catho-
lic Church, Fiskdale. Together, they will 
join in a collaborative service to give 

thanks for the blessings of the past year 
and to encourage a sense of community 
through shared worship.

According to Cote, pastor of the 
Federated Church, “The Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service gives us a chance 
to reflect on the blessings we share and 
to celebrate the unity that ties us all to-
gether. This service is a great example 
of how faith can go beyond individual 
churches, bringing us together as one 
grateful and grace-filled community.”

For more information about the 
event, please visit the church website at 
sturfed.org or contact the church office 
by calling 774-304-1021 or by emailing 
churchoffice@sturfed.org.

Federated Church announces 
holiday service schedule

has been working with the Firefighters’ 
union to find ways to supplement the 
workforce without having a major im-
pact on the department’s budget. 

He said with the success of the fire 
academy program at Tantasqua Region-
al High School, they were hoping to re-
establish come call firefighter positions.

“We’re hoping that by adding four 
new positions as call firefighters only…
we think that for the time being, this 
will be kind of a finger in the dike so to 
speak, to help us until the town can get 
to a financial standpoint where we can 
add more full-time staff,” Grasso said. 

Grimm said the department current-
ly has part-time firefighters, who are 
also trained as medics. Call firefighters 
would only require firefighter training.

She said the department is also seek-
ing to make one of the existing part-

time positions into a medic-only po-
sition. She said this, in addition to the 
call firefighter positions, would cost less 
than $10,000 to train personnel.

“It’s just under $2,500 a position,” 
she said.

Grasso said he should be able to re-
duce his overtime expenses by the same 
amount.

Grimm said these new positions do 
not replace the need to potentially hire 
another full-time firefighter in the fu-
ture.

“This does not supplant that,” she 
said. The board approved the request.

Fire Department report
Grasso submitted his monthly re-

ports for September and October. He 
said there have been almost daily red 
flag warnings due to the drought and the 
department has responded to numerous 
brush fires in neighboring communities.

“The littlest of spark will take off,” 
he said.

Grasso said the brush fires burn sub-
terranean and can travel a great distance 
underground without being detected. 

He reminded residents that the 
open burning season runs from Jan. 15 
through May 1 by permit, and it is limit-
ed to brush only. Open burning does not 
allow for the burning of leaves, stumps, 
grass, hay, tires, trash, construction de-
bris or furniture. 

Library elevator
Grimm said the elevator at the Josh-

ua Hyde Public Library needed emer-
gency repairs after it broke down. The 
short term fix will cost about $24,000.

She recommended hiring an inde-
pendent consultant to analyze the type 
of upgrade needed for the elevator and 
determine the best course of action. 
Grimm said the consultant will be paid 

for from her special account for services. 
The board authorized a contract 

with consultant Syska Hennessy 
Cedar Street sidewalks

Grimm said the project to design 
sidewalks near the recreational area on 
Cedar Street came in about $17,000 
more than was previously allocated by 
the American Rescue Plan Act Com-
mittee. She said the committee voted to 
increase the amount allocated to cover 
the cost of the contract.

The board voted to authorize the 
contract for design services using ARPA 
funding. 

Donation
The board accepted a donation from 

Hearthstone Market of 100 place set-
tings and silverware to be used for the 
food service at the Senior Center. The 
donation is worth approximately $4,000. 

BOARD   I  FROM PAGE 6

HARDWICK – The Hardwick 
Farmers Co-Op, 444 Lower Road, will 
be collection food donations for the 
Tri-Parish Food Pantry and new socks 
to benefit veterans through HomeFront 
Strong, now through Dec. 15.

People who bring in five nonperish-
able food items during this time will re-

ceive 5% off their purchase that day.
For every two pairs of socks that you 

buy from Hardwick Farmers Co-Op, 
the Co-Op will donate a pair to Home-
Front Strong. People may also bring in 
new men’s, women’s and children’s sized 
socks to be donated to HomeFront 
Strong.

Hardwick Co-Op hosts food and sock drives

Local author and 
historian J. R. Greene 
has announced the 
availability of his 40th 
Annual Limited Edi-
tion Quabbin History 
Calendar.

Greene will be at 
the Ware Library, 37 
Main St., Ware on 
Thursday, Dec. 5 to 
sell and sign his calen-
dars and give a short 
presentation about 
the photographs in 
his calendar at 6 p.m. 
In addition to the cal-
endars, he will have a 
selection of his other 
local history books for 
sale before and after the presentation. 

The library also has calendars and 
a small selection of books available for 
sale for those unable to attend the pro-
gram. A portion of the proceeds of all 
books and calendars sold at the library 
will be donated to the Friends of the Li-
brary. 

Please contact the library by calling 
413-967-5491 for more details.

The 40th Annual Limited Edition 

Quabbin History Calendar will also be 
available at the following local business-
es: The Country Gourmet, Barre; Old 
Furnace General Store, Hardwick; The 
Country Trail, Hubbardston; Petersh-
am Craft Center and Quabbin Woods, 
Petersham; Junction Variety, Thornd-
ike; and Quaboag Books and Plantation 
Store, West Brookfield. 

People more information or to pur-
chase a book or calendar, email Greene 
at jrg01331@webtv.net. 

The 40th Annual Limited Edition Quabbin History Calendar is now available 
at local businesses and the Ware Library, 37 Main St., Ware. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO

40th Annual Limited Edition Quabbin 
History Calendar available
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vided by her son, Frank Patterson.
“We had assumed it was where Lewis 

lived, but it wasn’t,” Higginbottom said.
After getting in contact with Patter-

son, Higginbottom and Craven were in-
vited to visit the Barre house where the 
journals had been discovered, and try 
to learn more about Lewis. When they 
arrived, Patterson had found another 44 
journals.

“We now had a collection of 143 
passbook journals,” Higginbottom said. 

Upon a second visit to the Patterson 
house, Higginbottom and Craven were 
surprised with the discovery of over 200 
receipt books, which also belonged to 
Lewis – now bringing the total docu-
ments compiled by the tradesman and 
farmer to over 300.

Using their decades of experience 
working at Old Sturbridge Village, 
Higginbottom and Craven set to work 
to transcribe all of the documents and 
learn more about Lewis, and what life 
was like in the 1830s and beyond.

“What his records show us is how he 
found himself,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis made his first journal entry on 
March 11, 1836, when he was 17 years 
old. Born in Vermont on Feb. 14, 1819, 
Lewis became an orphan by the time he 
was 14.

He apprenticed with his uncle, 
Charles Mixer, in Rindge, New Hamp-
shire, learning the skills of tanning and 
currying from age 13 until 17.

Lewis wrote about his trade, noting, 
“It is true that it is a wet and dirty busi-
ness tanning hides.”

Higginbottom said almost any town 
with a wet, marshy area had a tannery 
and they were known for their noxious 
odors. Hides were soaked in manure 
from chickens, dogs and other animals 
over the winter. 

“He tanned for a good part of his 
life,” Higginbottom said of Lewis. “Tan-
ning was a business that put a great deal 
of physical stress on him.”

Lewis endured a lot of challenges 
throughout his life, including a tough 
economy and the Panic of 1837.

“He kept trying to work to become 
independent,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis attended district school until 
he was 18, and he wrote in his journal 
that he missed being a student. He start-
ed keeping a journal as a way to improve 
his handwriting and composition, and 
also as a way to battle loneliness.

“He used his journal as his confi-
dante,” Higginbottom said. 

When Lewis turned 21, he began 
keeping his own accounting books to 
keep track of money coming in and go-
ing out. 

In 1838, Lewis made his way to the 
commonwealth, after spending the first 
part of his life travelling between Ver-
mont and New Hampshire. He worked 
in Northborough and Dorchester, be-
fore returning to Vermont. 

In the spring of 1840, Lewis moved 
to Templeton, where he earned $15 a 
month tanning and currying for Daniel 
Swan. Lewis also worked for Albert A. 
Payne in Leicester (where Higginbot-
tom and Craven live) at a tannery locat-
ed near the Spencer line. 

“It was not one of Lewis’ favorite 
places to live,” Higginbottom said of 
Leicester, due to the fact that it didn’t 
have a Methodist church, which was of 
great importance to Lewis.

“I thinks this provided William with 
the closest thing to family, since he left 
his uncle’s home in Rindge,” she said. 

Lewis wrote in his journal about 
walking a distance of 21 miles to attend 
worship.

While living in Leicester, Lewis at-
tended his first Methodist camp meet-
ing for six days in Southbridge, hearing 
the words of prominent black preach-
ers, John Newton Mars and Samuel 
Snowden in crowds of thousands of 
people.

“He continued to attend camp meet-
ings and the church continued to be an 
important aspect of his life,” Higginbot-
tom said. 

Lewis also attended a lecture by abo-
litionist and civil rights leader Frederick 
Douglass, which was a moving experi-
ence for him. Douglass was exactly one 
year older than Lewis, each sharing a 
Feb. 14 birthdate. 

By the early 1840s, Lewis’s health 
went on a great decline and he sought 
the help of his uncle, Jabez Smith, who 

was a farmer in Wilmington, Vermont. 
Lewis lived there while he recovered and 
helped with the farmwork. 

“Working on his uncle and cousin’s 
farm reintroduced him to farming,” 
Higginbottom said. “Farming was 
something he really wanted to do.”

As his health returned, so did Lewis 
to the tanning business; living and work-
ing in Hubbardston from 1843-1851. 

“It was stressful for his health, and he 
developed migraines, which he had for 
the rest of his life,” Higginbottom said. 

It was here that Lewis faced conflict 
with his church’s minister, who was very 
strict.

“The conflict with the minister led to 
psychological conflict and he sunk to a 
low point, where he may have consid-
ered suicide,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis recorded his marriage to Abby 
Louisa Kemp on Aug. 14, 1845 with an 
entry in his journal that stated, “I am 
now a married man and I am placed 
under new obligation,” a week after the 
two were wedded.

In 1848 the couple welcomed their 
only child, a son, Collins Winslow Lew-
is. Higginbottom said it is likely that 
Collins was born with a cleft palate.

She said Collins left home when he 
was in his 20s and neither of his parents 
ever had contact with him again. 

Lewis gave up tanning in 1851 and 
moved to Barre. It was around this time 
that the Lewis family took in Abby’s 
niece (also named Abby), after her par-
ents died when she was 7 years old.

In 1855, Lewis started a book lend-
ing business, carting novels throughout 
the towns of Barre, Petersham, New 
Braintree and Hardwick. Books were 
lent out for 10 cents each. 

Lewis’ detailed journals helped Hig-
ginbottom and Craven collect valuable 
data about what books were popular 
at the time, and who was reading them. 
One of the most in demand novels was 
“12 Years a Slave” by Solomon North-
up.

“We discovered most of his custom-
ers were women,” Higginbottom said. 

Lewis and his family relied heavily 
on supplemental income, with Lewis 
seating chairs, haying and farming, and 
Abby sewing bed ticks. The couple also 

took in peddlers as boarders.
In 1857 Lewis bought his first cows 

and started a milk route, logging in 
his journal, “Went to an auction and 
bought a cow. The first I ever owned.”

“He had a five mile milk route in 
Barre year-round using a wheelbarrow,” 
Higginbottom said. 

In 1860 Lewis bought his first farm 
on West Street, located on land that is 
now part of Stone Cow Brewery. His 
farm was about half of the average size 
of a farm in the town at 34 acres and 
cost $1,650. 

“What he did with it was astonish-
ing,” Higginbottom said of the farm.

Lewis continued to keep detailed re-
cords of his life, noting how much milk 
each cow produced, including the cow’s 
names.

“There were many Lucy’s,” Higgin-
bottom said, which was the name of 
Lewis’ sister.

Lewis also kept a journal to record 
his pear tree orchard, complete with a 
map of all 174 trees.

In 1871, C.H. Osgood built the first 
of two “glass house” greenhouses on 
the Lewis farm, and the couple added 
the sale of plants and flowers, as well as 
eggs and poultry, to the farm’s offerings. 

Lewis’ wife Abby was incredibly fond 
of flowers, Higginbottom said, and had 
won many awards at the town’s agricul-
tural fair. She died on Feb. 6, 1894, fol-
lowed by her husband on Feb. 5, 1897.

“William was 77 when he died,” Hig-
ginbottom said. 

After his wife’s death, Lewis was 
cared for by his best friend, James N. 
Patterson and his wife. When he died, 
his personal effects were entrusted to his 
friends, which is how they ended up in 
Frank Patterson’s possession. 

The couple is buried in Glen Valley 
Cemetery on Valley Road in Barre.

Lewis’ obituary, which was printed in 
the Barre Gazette on Feb. 12, 1897, paid 
homage to his journal writing: “It was 
his custom to keep a written account of 
his daily life and actions, and after his 
death his executor found a small trunk 
in which was nearly one hundred pass 
books each closely written, and cover-
ing the every-day life of this singular 
man for nearly fifty years.”

JOURNALS   I  FROM PAGE 1

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 15th annual Nativ-
ities From Around the World held at The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 108 New Braintree Road 
(Route 67) will be displayed for four days, Dec. 5-8.

Dates and times include Thursday, Dec. 5 from 4-8 
p.m.; Friday, Dec. 6 from 4-8 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 7 from 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 8 from noon-2 p.m. 

There will be over 500 nativities displayed this year 
and all will be in settings of various Christmas themes. 
Some are old, some are new, some are classic and oth-
ers modern. 

It is always amazing how many ways the human 
spirit and artistry can portray the central theme of 
Christmas, the birth of Christ.

There is never a charge of any kind, nor any dona-
tion or solicitation for any event at the Church, includ-
ing the Nativities display.  All are warmly welcomed. 

The Church is located 2.2 miles north of the North 
Brookfield town center.

Nativities From Around the World displayed Dec. 5-8

This is just one of hundreds of nativity scenes displayed at Nativities 
From Around the World. SUBMITTED PHOTOS BY DERICK VELIZ

The 15th annual Nativities From Around the World will be held at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in North Brookfield, Dec. 
5-8.

Over 500 nativities will be on display at The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.

WARREN – On Nov. 7, Quaboag Regional High 
School Business Teacher Jean DiRico took 50 stu-
dents from her Personal Finance classes on a field trip 
to participate in the Junior Achievement of Spring-
field’s annual Stock Market Competition.

This marked the 19th annual Stock Market Com-
petition hosted by the Junior Achievement of Western 
Massachusetts which took place at the Cedars Ban-
quet Facility in Springfield.

The event began with each team having a fictitious 
one million dollars to invest in an artificial market that 
simulated the New York Stock Exchange. There were 
a total of 60 rounds which were labeled as days that 
lasted exactly one minute each.

Out of the 14 schools and 66 teams that participat-
ed in the event. 

One of Quaboag’s teams, “The Stock Stars” from 
Quaboag won third place. The students in this team 
were: Isabelle Aberle, Chloe Smith, Toby Chaplin and 
Erin McGrath.

The team finished the game with an impressive net 
worth of $1,614,103.38 and an outstanding ROI of 
61.41%-achievements that earned them both a trophy 
and well-deserved recognition.

Quaboag wins third place 
in Junior Achievement 
Stock Market Competition

Connect with us online

Quaboag Current 
N E W S P A P E R
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Cougars, Indians set for Turkey Day tilt

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE— A total of 24 play-
ers will be playing in their final 
high school football game when 
Quaboag Regional and Ware re-

new acquaintances at Veterans’ 
Field in Ware on Thanksgiving 
morning. 

Kickoff for the 15th meeting 
between the two neighboring high 
schools is scheduled to take place 
at 10 am.  

Ware, who squeaked out a 
20-14 victory on Thanksgiving 
Eve a year ago, currently holds a 
slim 8-6 lead in the rivalry series, 
which began in 2009. The Indians 
defeated the Cougars for the first 
See TURKEY DAY   I   PAGE 11

Quarterback Jacob Cacace makes a screen pass to the right side during last year’s matchup. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

PALMER – Once again, the Pathfinder and Belchertown 
football teams will participate in a Thanksgiving morning 
football game. The unique part of this matchup is the teams 
begin play earlier than others, with kick off set for 9 a.m. 
instead of the traditional 10 a.m. other games start at on 
the holiday. The game time was changed a few years ago. 
Last year, Belchertown raised its Turkey Day record to 13-9 
against Pathfinder with a 61-14 blowout. But it’s not a win-
ning streak yet as Pathfinder got a win in 2022 47-22. Both 
teams have had a tough 2024 with Belchertown going 1-8 
while Pathfinder went just 2-8.

Pathfinder looks to rebound 
from last Turkey Day

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—As a member the 
Quabbin football team from 
2012-2015, Dan Salvadore 
broke the school record for 
single-game and single-season 
rushing yards. The most games 
that the Panthers won in a sea-
son during those four years was 
five. 

Dan’s younger brother, 
Luke, is one of the seniors on 
this year’s Panthers football 
team, which has had a very 
memorable season. 

The Panthers will be look-
ing to break the school record 
for wins in a season when they 
travel to Gardner High School 
on Thanksgiving morning. 

Panthers fall in 
holiday matchup

2023: Belchertown 61-14
2022: Pathfinder 47-22
2021: Belchertown 44-8
2020: No game - COVID
2019: Belchertown 44-7
2018: Belchertown 46-6
2017: Belchertown 39-0
2016: Belchertown 30-0

2015: Pathfinder 16-0
2014: Pathfinder 3-0
2013: Pathfinder 30-6
2012: Pathfinder 30-8
2011: Belchertown 29-0
2010: Belchertown 9-7
2009: Belchertown 41-6
2008: Pathfinder 15-13

2007: Pathfinder 34-8
2006: Belchertown 8-6
2005: Belchertown 25-0
2004: Pathfinder 28-0
2003: Belchertown 27-6
2002: Belchertown 9-6
2001: Pathfinder 48-24

BELCHERTOWN VS. PATHFINDER 
Belchertown leads series 13-9

See PATHFINDER   I   PAGE 10

Dustyn Cook fields a kickoff for the Pioneers.Nicholas Pfister looks to make a handoff. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

See PANTHERS  I   PAGE 10

Chase Talbot snatches a pass. FILE PHOTO
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Belchertown Football (1-8)

Friday, Sept. 13 – Northampton 16, Belchertown 13
Thursday, Sept. 19 – Pittsfield 42, Belchertown 14
Friday, Sept. 27 – Ludlow 40, Belchertown 18
Friday, Oct. 4 – Hoosac 43, Belchertown 8
Thursday, Oct. 10 – Easthampton 20, Belchertown 19
Friday, Oct. 18 – Lee 46, Belchertown 0
Friday, Oct. 25 – Frontier 20, Belchertown 0
Friday, Nov. 1 – Commerce 28, Belchertown 6
Friday, Nov. 8 – Belchertown 46, Greenfield 13
Thursday, Nov. 14 – Bye
Thanksgiving Game
Thursday, Nov. 28 – at Pathfinder 9 a.m.

Pathfinder Football (2-8)

Friday, Sept. 13 – Palmer 40, Pathfinder 7
Friday, Sept. 20 – Athol 40, Pathfinder 0
Friday, Sept. 27 – Franklin Tech 46, Pathfinder 6
Saturday, Oct. 5 – SICS 40, Pathfinder 30
Friday, Oct. 11 – Monument Mountain 40, Pathfinder 34
Saturday, Oct. 19 – Pathfinder 28, Drury 12
Saturday, Oct. 26 – Pathfinder 42, McCann Tech 12
Friday, Nov. 1 – Smith Vocational 40, Pathfinder 8
Friday, Nov. 8 – Frontier 38, Pathfinder 12
Friday, Nov. 15 – South Hadley 27, Pathfinder 9
Thanksgiving Game
Thursday, Nov. 28 – vs. Belchertown 9 a.m.

Nicholas Pfister attempts to stiff-arm a Belchertown defender.

The Pathfinder defense stops a Belchertown rusher during last year’s matchup in Belchertown Branden Hnitecki goes for a tackle. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

PATHFINDER   I  FROM PAGE 9

It’ll be the second meeting of the sea-
son between the Panthers and the Wild-
cats.

Back on Sept. 12, the Wildcats de-
feated the Panthers, 26-14, in the season 
opener at Alumni Field.

The Panthers did win their final four 
home games.

In the final game of the season 
played at Alumni Field, Luke Salvadore 
scored two rushing touchdowns and se-
nior quarterback Jaxon Warburton also 
scored a pair of rushing touchdowns 
leading Quabbin to a 48-20 non-playoff 
victory over the North Middlesex Patri-
ots, last Thursday night. 

It was the Panthers seventh win of 
the season, which ties them with the 
2016 squad for the most victories in the 
program’s history.   

“When I was driving to school this 
morning, it hit me that this would be my 
final home football game,” Salvadore 
said. “My older brother was also a run-
ning back and he’s the main reason why 
I began playing football. I’m very grate-
ful for the career that I’ve had here and 
the great moments that we’ve made as a 
team on this field.”

Luke Salvadore is hoping to contin-
ue playing football at the collegiate level 
next year just like his older brother, who 
played football at Stonehill College.         

When the seniors listed on this year’s 
football roster were freshmen, the Pan-
thers only won four games.

“Everything has come full circle,” 
Salvadore said. “When I was a fresh-
man, we struggled to win games, but 
we’ve worked very hard during the past 
couple of years. All our hard work has 
paid off for us this season. We really to 
want to beat Gardner on Thanksgiving 
and break the school record for wins in 
a season. We don’t want to share it.” 

The other Panthers seniors are Ryan 
Wreschinsky, Bryce Venne, Jake Thao, 
Cole Wilson, Adam Faulha, Zach Za-
jak, Zeke Santoro, Travis Wells, and 
Jack Fors.

“The majority of the seniors have 

been playing football together since we 
were in the fifth grade,” Salvadore add-
ed. “A lot of us played different posi-
tions at the youth level. I’ve always been 
an outside linebacker, but I didn’t play 
offense back then.”   

Salvadore is a senior captain, along 
with Warburton, Venne, Faulha, Wil-
son, and Wells.

“I became the head coach when the 
seniors were freshmen,” said Quabbin 
head coach Wayne Page. “It hasn’t hit 
me yet that the football season is almost 
over, but I do care about the seniors and 
all the other players on the football team 
a lot. These guys have worked very hard 
to turn this program around during the 
past couple of years. All of them are 
great kids.”  

The Panthers, who have scored 40 or 
more points in four games this season, 
will enter the final game of the season 
with a 7-3 overall record.  

One of the reasons why the home 
football game against North Middlesex 
was held last Thursday night was be-

cause the members of the Quabbin per-
forming arts performed Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast inside the school’s audito-
rium last Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

Salvadore became a member of the 

Quabbin performing arts for the first 
time at the beginning of the school year.  

“I decided to join the perform-
ing arts club because it was my se-

PANTHERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Luke Salvadore works his way around Gardner defenders during last year’s Thanksgiving Eve matchup. FILE 
PHOTOS

Offensive MVP Luke Salvadore and Defensive MVP Jaxon Kelley with the team behind them.

See PANTHERS   I   PAGE 11
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Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

2023: Ware 20-14
2022: Quaboag 26-21
2021: Quaboag 22-7
2020: No game – COVID
2019: Ware 8-0
2018: Ware 20-16
2017: Ware 56-6
2016: Ware 34-7

2015: Quaboag 33-28
2014: Quaboag 36-12
2013: Quaboag 34-6
2012: Ware 46-8
2011: Ware 31-8
2010: Quaboag 48-13
2009: Ware 38-14

Quaboag Football (4-6)

Friday, Sept. 13 – Quaboag 37, Ludlow 6
Friday, Sept. 20 – Palmer 27, Quaboag 26
Friday, Sept. 27 – Quabbin 34, Quaboag 0
Friday, Oct. 4 – Quaboag 30, North 18
Saturday, Oct. 12 – Oxford 20, Quaboag 18
Friday, Oct. 18 – Quaboag 20, Southbridge 0
Saturday, Oct. 26 – Quaboag 54, David Prouty 42
Friday, Nov. 1 – Bartlett 28, Quaboag 0
Friday, Nov. 8 – D8 Round of 16 – 
	 No. 1 Randolph 67, No. 16 Quaboag 6
Friday, Nov. 15 – Littleton 38, Quaboag 14
Thanksgiving Game
Thursday, Nov. 28 – at Ware 10 a.m.

Ware Football (7-3)

Friday, Sept. 13 – Ware 14, Easthampton 12
Friday, Sept. 20 – Narragansett 41, Ware 7
Friday, Sept. 27 – Ware 28, Drury 0
Friday, Oct. 4 – Ware 21, Greenfield 14
Friday, Oct. 11 – Athol 40, Ware 24
Friday, Oct. 18 – Ware 12, Mahar 6
Friday, Oct. 25 – Ware 20, Franklin Tech 6
Saturday, Nov. 2 – Ware 7, Palmer 6
Thursday, Nov. 7 – Ware 21, SICS 14
Friday, Nov. 15 – Amherst 40, Ware 0
Thanksgiving Game
Thursday, Nov. 28 – vs. Quaboag 10 a.m.

time since they posted an 8-0 shutout 
victory in 2019. That game also marked 
the first time that the two rivals played 
each other on Thanksgiving morning. 

Ware, who’s guided by head coach 
Mike Fazio, didn’t qualify for the Divi-
sion 8 state tournament this fall despite 
finishing the regular season with a 6-2 
record. The Indians lost a non-league 
home game to Narragansett Regional, 
41-7, on September 20 with a couple of 
key starters sidelined with injuries. They 
also lost to Athol, 40-24 on the road. 

In their final regular season game, 
the Indians pulled out an exciting 7-6 
victory against archrival Palmer at his-
toric Legion Field. 

Ware also defeated the Springfield 
International Charter School, 21-14, in 
a non-playoff game at AIC before losing 
to Amherst, 40-0 in another non-play-
off home game. 

The twelve Ware seniors who’ll be 
putting on the football uniform at the 
high school level for the final time are 
Thomas Richter, Brady Dryer, Julis 
Marquis, Jayden Kern, Gavin Sawabi, 
Ayden Mulcalhy, Nathan Luxon, Matt 
Gambino, Edric Oriz, Nathon Harmon, 
Dominic Montalbon, and Ben Torres. 

Dyer, who’s the Indians starting 
quarterback, started in the rivalry 
game for the first time a year ago. He 
took over the starting duties from Jack 
Autcher, who’s currently a sophomore 
member of the W.P.I. football team. 

One of Autcher’s teammates at WPI 

is Brendan Burke, who finished his out-
standing high school football career as 
the Cougars all-time leading rusher.

Even though they finished the 
2024 regular season with a 4-4 record, 
Quaboag still qualified for the Division 
8 state tournament as the 16th seed. 
The tournament seedings in most high 
schoolsports are determined by a power 
ranking system.  

The Cougars suffered a 67-6 loss at 
top-seeded Randolph High School in 
the round of 16 on Nov.8. They also lost 
a non-playoff game, 36-14, at Littleton 
High School the following week. 

The Cougars four victories were 
against Ludlow (37-6), Worcester North 
(30-18), Southbridge (20-0) and David 
Prouty (54-42). The combined record of 
those four teams is 9-28.  

Prior to beginning the football pro-
gram at Quaboag Regional, Dave Shep-
herd was the varsity football coach at 
Ware High School.

The twelve seniors listed on the 
Quaboag football roster are Evan Pol-
lier, Giovanni Twomey, Jack Morgan, 
Reilly Comptois, Cameron Evans, Jar-
rett Dupre, Manuel Flores, Brasen Sau-
riol, Trenton Benson, Izaiah Flores, Lo-
gan Corder, and Samuel Carrasco.

Junior Jacob Cacace is the Cougars 
quarterback. He was the starter in last 
year’s game against the Indians.

The 15th meeting on the gridiron 
between the two rivals should be a very 
interesting affair.

TURKEY DAY   I  FROM PAGE 9

WARE VS. QUABOAG 
Ware leads series 8-6

Quarterback Jacob Cacace holds onto the ball after not being able to find an open receiver.

Tyler Withers tries to fight through a Ware tackler. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

The offensive line does their blocking on a play.

nior year,” he said. “I do like movies, and I always 
thought I would like to become an actor someday. 
I’m Gaston in the Beauty and the Beast play. It’s a 
perfect role for me. I’ll be singing five songs. Being 
on the stage is very similar to being on a football 
field. It takes a lot of hard work to be successful.” 
The play rehearsals took place at the high school from 
6-9 pm every Monday and Wednesday night since Au-
gust.

“It has really been a lot of fun doing something 
new in my life. It’s a very welcoming community,” Sal-
vadore said. “My older brother, Ben, was a member of 
the theater group when he was in high school.  I’m also 
following in his footsteps.”       

Page and his coaching staff were looking forward 
to watching Salvadore perform in the play on opening 
night.

“I can’t wait to go watch Luke perform in the play 
tomorrow night,” said Page following the win against 
North Middlesex. “Luke is an outstanding young 
man, and he does a lot of different things. The whole 
team will be there supporting him.”

In a couple of weeks, Salvadore, who’s also a mem-
ber of the NJROTC, will be beginning his final sea-
son as a member of the boys’ basketball team. Long-
time Quabbin boys’ varsity coach Dennis Dextradeur 
doesn’t remember any of his former players ever hav-
ing a leading role in a school play before.   

Luke Salvadore might not have broken any of his 
older brother’s rushing records, but he and his team-
mates are hoping to celebrate one more victory on the 
gridiron before the curtains close at around noontime 
at Watkins Field in Gardner on Thanksgiving.

PANTHERS   I  FROM PAGE 10
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Defunct airline
  4. Beverage container
  7. A team’s best pitcher
 10. Unit of liquid 

capacity
 11. It comes before two
 12. Male child
 13. Type of wheat
 15. One’s mother
 16. Upper side of an 

organism
 19. United is one
 21. Extraction process
 23. A being with lesser 

divine status
 24. People living 

together in a 
community

 25. Luxury automaker
 26. This (Spanish)
 27. Semitic language
 30. Period for a defined 

purpose
 34. Wander aimlessly in 

search of pleasure

 35. Up in the air (abbr.)
 36. American marsupial
 41. Decadent dessert
 45. Aquatic plant
 46. About aviation
 47. Summer footwear
 50. Rugged mountain 

ranges
 54. With tin
 55. Cut on the surface 

of a hard object
 56. Wrapped in cloth
 57. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 59. “American Idol” 

contestant Clay
 60. Midway between 

east and southeast
 61. Court decision “__ 

v. Wade”
 62. Born  of
 63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 64. Actress __-Margaret
 65. Not even

CLUES DOWN
  1. Heat unit
  2. __ Faulkner, 

American writer
  3. Guatemalan town
  4. Of funny things
  5. Actress __ de Armas
  6. Agents of one’s 

downfall
  7. Takes forcibly
  8. Body lice
  9. Large nest of a bird 

of prey
 13. Unhappy
 14. Popular holiday 

dessert
 17. Habitual drunkard
 18. Used of a number 

or amount not 
specified

 20. Complications
 22. Fail to win
 27. Before the present
 28. Musical genre
 29. Flurry
 31. 007’s creator

 32. Indiana Pacer 
Toppin

 33. Midway between 
north and northeast

 37. Feeling
 38. Damage another’s 

reputation
 39. Mottled citrus fruit
 40. Beauty product
 41. They man first, 

second and third
 42. Harness
 43. Herb
 44. Expressed concern
 47. Mississippi scientific 

area (abbr.)
 48. Consumed
 49. Nostrils
 51. Gathered fallen 

leaves
 52. Express good 

wishes
 53. Monetary unit of 

Brunei
 58. Japanese Buddhist 

festival

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2024. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-27, 2024.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Monday, December 16, 2024

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Scarlett LegaseyScarlett Legasey
January 25, 2023

Parents:  Thomas & Jessica Legasey, Rutland
Grandparents:  Donald & MaryAnn Dunbar, Ware

Thomas & Sharon Legasey, Spencer

became the National Anthem, “The 
Star-Spangled Banner”.

The audience was then treated to an 
emotional poem, read from the perspec-
tive of the American flag. The poem 
read in part:

“I have been silent witness to all of 
America’s finest hours. But my finest 
hour comes when I am torn in strips to 
be used as bandages for my wounded 
comrades on the field of battle – when 
I fly at half mast to honor my Soldiers, 
my Airman, my Sailors, my Marines, 
and – when I lie in the trembling arms 
of a grieving mother, at the graveside of 
her fallen son or daughter. I am proud. 
My name is ‘Old Glory.’ Long may I 
wave, dear God, long may I wave.”

Each student who participated in the 
flag folding ceremony spoke a line about 
what the colors and symbols of the flag 
represent. The ceremony included a skit 
demonstrating how to properly fold the 
flag into its signature triangular shape, 
signifying respect and reverence.

Veteran Agent Michelle Durkee, 
who served 25 years in the military, 10 
years with the U.S. Navy and 15 years 
with the Army Reserves, took the stage 
to accept the retired flag. Tearfully, she 
spoke about the flag’s significance, say-
ing it represents “courage, respect, and 
sacrifice for all people.” 

Durkee also expressed gratitude to-
ward both those who share their stories 
of service and those who keep their ex-
periences private due to the pain they 
still carry.

“It’s not just honoring the people 
who serve, but the people who wait be-
hind for them,” she said before stepping 
off the stage.

Derick Veliz, Warren Selectman and 
supporter of veterans, gave a heartfelt 
thank you to all military members and 
their families. 

“Saying ‘thank you’ goes a long way,” 
he said, adding that appreciation is a 
universal language. “All we have here is 
because of them.”

The Quaboag High School Marching 
Band then performed a stirring piece in 
tribute to John F. Kennedy, accompa-
nied by a speech recounting the life and 
legacy of the late president. The speak-
er, whose calm and steady voice nar-
rated Kennedy’s life and death, spoke 
of his military service in the Navy and 
his Purple Heart, while music from the 
band highlighted different chapters of 
Kennedy’s presidency. 

The speech concluded with the fa-
mous quote, “God’s work must truly be 
our own.”

A powerful section of the ceremony 
also detailed the sacrifice of American 
soldiers throughout history, with a so-
bering list of wars and their casualties.

As “Taps” played, the audience stood 
in quiet reflection, mourning the fallen 
soldiers who gave their lives for the na-
tion’s freedom.

Following the moment of silence, two 
new names were added to the Quaboag 
Veterans Alumni Wall. 

Andrew Michalski, a 2010 gradu-
ate, served in the U.S. Navy as part of 
a Naval Construction battalion and 
completed two tours, one in Afghani-
stan and another in Romania. The sec-
ond honoree, Michael Deremien, a 1969 
graduate, was the first class to graduate 
from Quaboag Regional High School. 

His grandson, who currently attends 

James Joinville leads the Quaboag High School Marching Band in a song. TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABBY MCCOY

the school, shared the story of his ser-
vice as a door gunner in Vietnam, where 
he was shot down twice without sustain-
ing lasting injuries.

The Marching Band played service 
songs for each branch of the military, 
with veterans in the audience invited to 
stand as their respective branches were 
announced: Navy, Army, Marines, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard.

Harry Pearson, a Quaboag substi-
tute teacher and veteran, then took the 
stage to offer advice on how to support 
the veterans community. He highlighted 
small but impactful gestures, such as do-
nating winter coats to veterans and sign-

ing cards for veterans in local hospitals. 
“Look for opportunities to help, they 

are out there,” Pearson said before the 
assembly concluded with remarks from 
fellow veteran and teacher, Joseph Sal-
vadore.

The ceremony closed with a profound 
reminder of the sacrifices made by those 
who served, as well as a collective com-
mitment to support and honor veterans 
both on Veterans Day and every day. 

This heartfelt tribute underscored the 
importance of remembering the past 
and showing gratitude to those who pro-
tect and defend the freedoms we enjoy.

VETERANS   I  FROM PAGE 1
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1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

from Free Cash to Group Health and to 
raise and appropriate $66,564 to Group 
Health.

For Article 17, voters rescinded a 
vote from the July 31, 2024, special town 
meeting that transferred $50,000 from 
Sewer retained earnings to Sewer stabi-
lization and passed a motion to transfer 
$50,000 from Sewer retained earnings to 
Sewer stabilization.

Caldwell said the Department of 
Revenue asked the town to reopen this 
article due to the fiscal year timeframe. 

“It’s just administrative,” he said. 
“It’s the same article, same motions, ev-
erything…we’re just revoting it.”

Previous year’s bills 
Articles 8, 15 and 16 addressed un-

paid bills from the prior fiscal year, all 
of which passed by nine-tenths majority 
vote. 

With Article 8, voters approved the 
transfer of $15,750.93 from Free Cash 
to prior year’s bills to cover the cost of 
engineering for the downtown sidewalk 
project; Article 15 approved the transfer 
of $3,706.85 from Water retained earn-
ings to Water unpaid bills; and Article 16 
approved the transfer of $2,565.33 from 
Library electricity to prior year’s bills. 

Salary line items
Five articles transfered funds from 

both Free Cash and other line items to 
cover salaries and overtime expenses. 

Article 3 approved the transfer of 
$90,000 from Free Cash to Town Ad-

ministrator’s salary; Article 6 approved 
the transfer of $2,500 from Free Cash to 
Collector’s salary; Article 12 approved 
the transfer of $9,000 from Police sal-
ary to Police overtime and Article 13 
approved the transfer of $15,000 from 
Sewer assistant to Sewer operator II.

Article 11 approved the transfer of 
$3,761.42 from Council on Aging re-
ceptionist payroll to Council on Aging 
janitor payroll. Council on Aging Direc-
tor Courtenay Rivera said they are not 
replacing the receptionist position at the 
Senior Center, and the remainder of the 
payroll will be used to give the janitor 
more hours.

Stabilization and reserve funds
Voters passed articles that trans-

ferred $376,298.84 from Free Cash into 
the town’s Stabilization account and 
$20,000 from Free Cash into the Fi-
nance Committee’s reserve fund. 

Other transfers
Voters approved the following trans-

fers: Article 2, $300,000 from Free Cash 
to Group Health; Article 4, $800 from 
Free Cash to Board of Selectmen sup-
plies; Article 5, $2,700 from Free Cash 
to Board of Selectmen dues and mem-
berships; Article 10, $420 from the 
Board of Health recycling contracts to 
prior year’s bills and Article 14, $506 
from Sewer natural gas to Sewer facili-
ties/planning/capital project. 

VOTERS   I  FROM PAGE 1
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

JACKIE’S 
BOOKKEEPING 

SERVICES
Call (413) 455-4020

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
Peter’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical ser-
vices for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. Tim 413-563-
2229. Licensed/insured. 35 year con-
struction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper re-
moval, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet 
painting. Quality workmanship, fully in-
sured. Free estimates. Call 413-896-
8264.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

QVCDC IS LOOKING for a part-
time facilities person to attend to three 
properties in downtown Ware. Duties 
include minor repairs, scheduling 
necessary inspections and serving 
as a liason with outside contractors. 
Previous maintenance experience pre-
ferred. Please visit www.qvcdc.org 
for information.

SEEKING WEEKLY HOUSE-
KEEPING: 1 floor - 2 baths, 1 bed-
room, living room, kitchen and den. 
Southwick/Feeding Hills line. 413-
530-6747

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER/WARE-
HOUSE for deliveries in Western 
Mass area. Qualifications include: 
clean driving record; ability to lift heavy 
weights; stable job history; good com-
munication skills; high work standards 
& strong self-organizational skills. Ap-
ply in person 8 am-5pm M-F 9am-
12pm Sat. 230 Chauncey Walk-
er Street (Rte 21) Belchertown

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Retro World

�����������������
����������
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Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR PUBLIC NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all public notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 25-29, 2024.

Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
• Agawam Advertiser News • Sentinel • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

Thursday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
• Barre Gazette • Country Journal

• The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • Ware River News

Friday, November 22 at 2 PM for November 29 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

EAST BROOKFIELD – A house 
fire on West Main Street claimed the 
life of a resident early Oct. 31 morning, 
said East Brookfield Fire Chief David 
Messier, East Brookfield Police Chief 
Joseph Lazarick, State Fire Marshal 
Jon Davine, and Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr. 

“On behalf of the East Brookfield 
Fire Department, I want to offer our 
condolences to the man’s family,” said 
Messier in a press release. “This is a 
very sad day for them and the commu-
nity.”

The East Brookfield Fire Depart-
ment and East Brookfield Police were 
dispatched to 234 West Main St. at 
about 3:35 that morning after 9-1-1 
calls reporting a structure fire with 
flames through the roof. Firefighters 
observed smoke and flames on arrival 
and struck a second alarm. The first 
company on scene immediately made 
entry to attack the fire and locate a res-
ident they believed to be inside. That 
resident, an adult who used a wheel-
chair, was located and removed from 
the home; sadly, he had suffered fatal 
injuries. The Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner will determine the cause 
and manner of his death and conduct 

a formal identification process. 
The fire grew quickly, and the sin-

gle-family home was soon fully in-
volved. Firefighters knocked down the 
bulk of the fire in about 20 minutes, 
but the structure will be a total loss. 

The origin and cause of the fire re-
main under investigation by the East 
Brookfield Fire Department, East 
Brookfield Police Department, Dis-
trict 7 fire investigators, State Police 
fire investigators assigned to the State 
Fire Marshal’s office, and State Police 
Detectives assigned to the Worces-
ter County District Attorney’s office. 
They are supported by the Depart-
ment of Fire Services’ Code Compli-
ance & Enforcement Unit. 

“The exact cause of the fire is still 
under investigation, but we didn’t 
find any working smoke alarms at the 
scene,” said Davine. “Please, take a few 
minutes today to be sure you and your 
loved ones are protected by working 
smoke alarms on every level of your 
home.”

The fire departments of Spencer, 
North Brookfield, Brookfield, and 
West Brookfield provided mutual aid 
at the scene. The Charlton Fire De-
partment provided station coverage.

- public safety -

An Oct. 31 house fire that claimed the life of an East Brookfield resident is under investigation. SUBMITTED PHOTO

East Brookfield fatal fire 
under investigation During the week of Nov. 11-18, the 

Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to four building/property 
checks, 22 directed/area patrols, two ra-
dar assignments, five emergency 911 calls, 
three citizen assists, three complaints, one 
scam, one safety hazard, three motor ve-
hicle accidents, one motor vehicle investi-
gation, three animal calls and one motor 
vehicle stop in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Nov. 11
5:43 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle Op-

erations, Barre Road, Negative Contact

Tuesday, Nov. 12
8:17 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Officer Handled
3 p.m. Scam, Dennis Whitney Road, 

Officer Handled
6:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Hardwick Road, Report Taken

Wednesday, Nov. 13
7:38 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Moore Road, Transported to Hospital
10:52 a.m. Animal Call/Complaint, 

Pierce Road, Dispatch Handled

Friday, Nov. 15
11:44 a.m. Medical Emergency, Barre 

Road, Transported to Hospital
2:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Gilbertville Road, Services Rendered
8:20 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 

Drive, Merge
10:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Wine Road, Services Rendered
11:46 p.m. Suspicious Activity, Gil-

bertville Road, Services Rendered

Saturday, Nov. 17
2:59 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehi-

cle Operations, Gilbertville Road, Un-
founded

4:05 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 
Operations, West Brookfield, Citation 
Issued

11:25 p.m. Safety Hazard, Hardwick 
Road, Officer Handled

1:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-
tion, Hardwick Road, Officer Handled

5:54 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial 
Drive, Officer Handled

New Braintree Police Log

SEND US YOUR EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
ekennedy@turley.com

Direct from your phone or tablet!

Scan QR Code

CURRENT

pouimette@turley.com



CURRENT

                            Friday, November 22, 2024

The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge – Brookfield – West Brookfield – East Brookfield – North Brookfield & New Braintree

Volume 17, Number 52

Editorial/Opinion	  4
Sports	  9
Classifieds	 14
Police Logs	  15

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

STURBRIDGE
Christmas by Candlelight

p5

WEST BROOKFIELD
Country Christmas fair 

Nov. 23 p5

WARREN
Quaboag students win 

award p8

 minapa

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

BLACK NOVEMBER!!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Looking for that Perfect 
Home to Buy or Sell? 

Call me – your local real estate expert.  
Serving Hampshire, Hampden,

Worcester counties and beyond!

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

THE HARVEST THE HARVEST 
IS IN!!!IS IN!!!

LAST DAY NOVEMBER 27TH!

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Premium roasts 
available now
Make your holiday meal unforgettable with 
Farmer Matt’s selection of premium holiday 
roasts. Take your pick from Prime Rib, 
Standing Rib Roast, Tenderloin, or Spoon 
Roasts, all ready for you to season and cook 
to perfection.

Order at FarmerMatt.com 
or call (508) 980-7085.

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $679,900NEW LISTING – $679,900
46 RAGGED HILL RD., WEST BROOKFIELD  46 RAGGED HILL RD., WEST BROOKFIELD  

Create lasting Christmas memories 
in this magnificent 2-story colonial, 
nestled on over 2 acres of land in 
West Brookfield’s scenic setting. The 
property boasts a charming Farmer’s 
porch, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, central 
air, 1st floor mud room and 2nd floor 
laundry room. The kitchen features custom cabinets, upgraded appliances 
and an 8-foot island with granite countertops and a walk-in pantry. The 
expansive primary suite offers a luxurious full bathroom with a tiled shower 
and a spacious walk-in closet. Start or end the day peacefully on the 
12X12 composite deck. An oversized 2-car garage provides additional 
storage space. Schedule a tour to own this captivating residence before the 
holidays. The builder has occupancy in hand and a quick closing is possible!!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise... from $1499

MAY 23 
7-Night Bermuda Cruise... from $1699

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE 2025
Book now for Best Cabins! Deadlines soon…

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

42 West Main Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

508-341-8299

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

2 Lane 21, Brookfield (SOUTH POND)
Live your LAKESIDE DREAM at this unique, 
meticulously maintained TURN-KEY home 
w/150ft of sandy beach front on SOUTH POND, 
a 70ft deep fully recreational lake. You will be 
greeted by a beautiful 4 season sunroom w/built 
in screens & custom made panels for winter. 1st 
fl has 8 1/2” European White Oak Floors, an eat-in kitchen with stunning views of the 
lake, sliders to the rebuilt deck, living room w/vaulted ceiling and fireplace. Dining 
room & full bath. 2nd floor you have master bedroom w/beamed ceiling, skylight, 
spacious closets & view of the lake, another bedroom & full bath. The finished 
walk-out lower level has brand new flooring, family room or 2nd living room, third 
bedroom, half bath & laundry. There are doors leading out to a private patio area. Off 
the patio you will find brand new stairs leading down to your private 150’ beach area 
with 50’ aluminum dock & ramps & 1998 Mastercraft boat INCLUDED. This home 
has gone through a modernized restoration in the past 5 years.  $824,900

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

EVERCRISP ARE READY!EVERCRISP ARE READY!EVERCRISP ARE READY!
MANY APPLE VARIETIESMANY APPLE VARIETIESMANY APPLE VARIETIES

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE

STOCK UP ON FRESH CIDER!

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!


