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8th annual Small Works
Show opens Nov. 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
This Friday evening, get a head
start on your holiday gift giv-
ing while putting the “small” in
shopping small and local.

West Brookfield Art &
Frame Gallery will be hosting
its 8th annual “Small Works
Show” featuring a number of
local artists, including Jennifer
Geldard, Karen Bullock, Va-
nessa Varjian, Abigail Rorer,
Cruger Johnson Phillips, Cher-
yl O’Donnell, Susan Pecora,
Carole Bentley, Joanne Quinn,
Lisa Cohen and gallery owner
Rebecca Fay.

An artists’ reception will be
held Friday, Nov. 15 from 5-7
p.m. at the gallery at 10 East
Main St., and includes wine
and cheese, as well as pleasant
conversation with art-loving

See SHOW | PAGE 8

West Brookfield Art & Frame Gallery owner and artist Rebecca Fay will be selling giclee
prints of her Christmas lights paintings, including “Christmas Lights 3” during the 8th
annual Small Works Show, opening on Friday, Nov. 15 from 5-7 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Board appoints outreach
coordinator for Senior Center

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Board of Selectmen ap-
pointed Nicole Eccleston to
the position of Program and
Outreach Coordinator at the
Senior Center.

Eccleston has been serving
as the interim Program and
Outreach Coordinator since
October.

“I'm excited,” Eccleston
said at the Nov. 4 meeting. “T’ve
helped a lot of North Brook-
field people already in just the
few weeks I've been here.”

Spending requests

The Fire Department re-
quested approval to spend
$5,000 on annual inspections,

including mandatory testing
for firehoses and nozzles and
$1,500 to repair the radiator on
Engine 2.

“It’s been patched here and
there for two years and needs
to be repaired properly,” Pe-
traitis said.

The board approved the
spending requests contingent
on when the mandatory inspec-
tions need to be conducted and
if there is enough money in the
budget to pay for them.

Right of first refusal

The board waived its right
of first refusal for a parcel of
land totaling 5.712 acres that
is currently in Chapter 61A on
Crooks Road known as lot B.

Planning Board Chair Wil-
liam King sent a recommenda-

See BOARD | PAGE 8

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt°®

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

Quaboag Hills
Chamber of
Commerce
held annual
meeting

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - The
Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce held its annual
meeting last week at the Pub-
lick House, featuring keynote
speaker Colleen Campbell.

At the Nov. 7 meeting,
newly elected President Renee
Niedziela of J. Stolar Insur-
ance Agency, said her family’s
company has been a part of the

See MEETING | PAGE 13

QVFPC reviews community
food access assessment

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARE - The Quaboag
Valley Food Policy Council
welcomed new Coordinator
Sawyer Blake at its general
body meeting held on Oct. 23.

Blake is a 2021 graduate of
Smith College, having studied
food sustainability and biol-

ogy. They interned with local
food nonprofits Grow Food
Northampton and Pioneer
Valley Workers Center.

“My senior capstone proj-
ect was studying HIP [Healthy
Incentives Program] usage
and comparing it to SNAP
[Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program] usage,”

See QVFPC | PAGE 8

Winter Farmer’s Market returns
for the 2024/2025 season

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD -
It was a Wednesday, and the
temperature was that of a
summer’s day.

In shirtsleeves and sans
jacket, it was time for a farm-
ers market, yet there were no
vendors set up on the town
common on this lovely after-

noon.

Whatever the climate, the
calendar disagreed. It was the
first Wednesday in Novem-
ber and the West Brookfield
Farmer’s Market had been
over for a few weeks.

There was no reason to go
into mourning. All one had to
do was cross the street from

See MARKET | PAGE 12

Robyn Scott with her Blair House Blooms’ bulbs. TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

JOIN THE FARMER MATT TEAM

Farmer Matt's Restaurant is hiring a Lead Line Cook. Responsibilities
include preparing ingredients, cooking meals to order, and maintaining a
clean, organized kitchen. ServeSafe Manager certification is required, and
previous kitchen experience is preferred. If you're passionate about farm-
to-table cooking and have a strong work ethic, we'd love to hear from you.

Apply by emailing your resume to hello@farmermatt.com.
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Rotary Club and Planet Aid donate to coat drive

BROOKFIELD - The Rota-
ry Club of the Brookfields and
Planet Aid partnered together
to donate 100 coats for the Clam
Box Coat Drive in Brookfield on
Nov. 3.

The owners of the Clam Box
have been running the Coat
Drive for the past 26 years and
have collected over 15,000 coats
to help those in need during that
time. Providing the patrons with
a delicious free fish dinner for
their donation of coats.

The coats will be going to the
Friendly House in Worcester
where they will be given out on
Thanksgiving day.

It is through the generosity
of the people in the communi-
ties that make this Coat Drive so
successful.
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The Rotary Club of the Brookfields partnered with Planet Aid to donate 100 coats for the Clam Box Coat Drive this past Sunday. SUBMITTED
PHOTO
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Sturbridge to offer small business signage grant program

STURBRIDGE — The Town of Stur-
bridge is pleased to announce a grant
program to help small businesses im-
prove or create new signage.

Qualified businesses will be eligible for
a grant for up to $2,500 for sign creation
or improvements to existing signage. The
program will require a 50% match.

The purpose of the program is to
create a positive visual impact for busi-
nesses as they work to attract patronage.
Enhanced aesthetics for businesses have

been shown to increase property values,
improve the marketability of retail space
and attract consumers who may be local
residents or visitors from afar.

Financing for this grant availability
will be sourced through American Res-
cue Plan funds with a total allocation of
$30,000.

Robin Grimm, Sturbridge Town Ad-
ministrator commented in a press release;
“We are very excited to be offering this
new resource that will help businesses

improve their visibility and ‘curb appeal.’
Sturbridge is a well trafficked location so
attractive signage strengthens our small
businesses and elevates the streetscape of
our town.”

Alexandra McNitt, Executive Direc-
tor of the Chamber of Central Mass
South, said, “It is great to see this new
program which can help businesses im-
prove their public profile and in turn
increase their sales and foot traffic. The
Chamber looks forward to working with

its member businesses to access this pro-
gram.”

Businesses that are interested in ap-
plying or just have questions can con-
tact Terry Masterson, Economic Devel-
opment/Tourism Coordinator with the
Town at 508-347-2500, extension 1411.
Accessing the grant program will require
advance work with the Town on follow-
ing Town Signage Design regulations as
well as approving the costs for sign cre-
ation or improvements.

Tantasqua Regional High School

Technical Division

Now accepting applications for school year

2025-2026 for grades 9 & 10

Offering the following Chapter 74 Approved Programs

for In-District students and students from

Leicester, East Brookfield and West Brookfield:

Business Technology - Exploratory (gr 9)
CAD/Mechanical Design/Architectural Design

Carpentry - Information Technology

Culinary Arts - Electrical — Health Careers

Hotel - Restaurant Management
Advanced Manufacturing

Applications available online at
https://technical.tantasqua.org

319 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA 01518 « 508-347-3045




WEST BROOKFIELD - The First Congregation-
al Church of West Brookfield, 36 North Main St.,
will host an open house on Sunday, Dec. 8 from 11:30
a.m.-5 p.m. during the town’s White Christmas cele-
bration.

The kitchen opens at noon and the menu includes:
a plentiful and delicious hot turkey sandwich with
stuffing, gravy and cranberry sauce, hot dogs and chili
dogs, homemade chicken soup and corn chowder,
chicken, egg and ham salad sandwiches, homemade
pie - apple, blueberry and pumpkin, a variety of hot
and cold drinks.

They will also offer a huge gift card raffle, a concert
by a performance by the Hardwick Memorial Hand-
bell Choir at 3 p.m., a Christmas carol sing along with
free cookies and cocoa at 4 p.m., “Find-the-EIf” for
the kids, free door prize raffle and a bountiful baked-
goods table.

A special treat this year, is a raffle for a gorgeous
handmade quilt. The pattern name is Pineapple Blos-
som and measures approximately 61inches by 71 inches.

DJ Mic will be spinning Christmas tunes, and the
atmosphere will be festive and cheery. The church is a
wonderful place to be to welcome in the holiday sea-
son.

Call the church for more information at 508-867-
7078.

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text:774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus:com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM
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The First Congregational Church of West Brookfield will be raffling off
this handmade quilt during its open house on Sunday, Dec. 8 from 11:30
a.m.-5 p.m., held in conjunction with the town’s White Christmas cele-

bration.

This quilt features a “pineapple blossom” pa
61 inches by 71 inches. SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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GARDEN
TOOLS FOR
YOUR FALL

SOCKS,
GLOVES,
HATS

LOCAL CHEESE,
HONEY, MAPLE SYRUP
ALONG WITH
OTHER LOCAL FOOD &
BEVERAGE CHOICES

LODGE
CAST IRON
COOKWARE

LARGE
SELECTION OF

PET
|23 Feeps &

carhartt

GREAT
NEW FALL &
WINTER WORK
CLOTHING

FARM TOYS
AND GIFTS
FOR THE

Arriving Dail
from Carhart, SUPPLIES| | HOLIDAYS
Dickies ' ST =

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 » www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

< SINCE 1914 = Become
The Co-op has a staff of about A Member
20 customer-focused people & Save

who are ready to help you.

Today!
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Surprise squash or
IS it a pumpkin?

compost the lazy person’s way — no ther-
Imometers, frequent turning or aerating is
done at my house.

I simply pile my vegetable refuse, leaves,
coffee grinds and plant parts in a pile with
copious amounts of chicken bedding. Once
in a blue moon I’ll mix it all up with a pitch-
fork, but that is all I do.

I'm not saying it’s the right way, but it’s
my preferred way. After a certain point in the
fall, T start a new pile and let the old one sit
until spring when I use the compost in the
garden.

Often, I end up with some surprise plants
growing in the pile from the previous year
after I've taken what I need. I call them vol-
unteers.

For the last two years I've grown my best
tomatoes in the compost pile. No accolades
need to come my way, I did nothing to earn
the luxury of garden fresh tomatoes in No-
vember.

Well, maybe covering the plants with lay-
ers of cloth on the few cold nights has helped
some, I guess, otherwise they would be frost-
ed like the rest of the tender plants.

But alas, once again I digress. I am not
here to talk about the tomatoes that grew in
the compost pile, but the squash that did. I
may have mentioned these white pumpkin
lookalikes in an earlier column, but as I sit
here devouring a squash muffin, they deserve
another mention.

While my hills of butternut were not very
prolific, the white pumpkin lookalike squash
were unbelievably so. Honestly, I am not sure
how many plants sprouted. Maybe three at
the most, and I easily ended up with maybe
two dozen, so the average is seven or eight
fruit per plant!

I bought the original at a local farm and
as it turned to an imploded pile of mush, it
got chucked into the compost pile last fall.
After sprouting it took no time flat for the
vines to cover the pile and adjoining fence
and lawn, much to my husband’s dismay.

After a quick internet search, the white
pumpkin lookalike squash still doesn’t have
a name. It could be part acorn squash, or a
variant of a white pumpkin.

All T know is that they made excellent fall
decor!

Just for the fun of it I cooked one up, in
the same manner I do butternuts, by slicing in
half, removing the seeds and roasting cut side
down in a 400 degree oven for about an hour.

The pale yellow flesh caramelized a little.
Perhaps I should have finished the cooking
cut side up to attain more of that caramel-
ization.

While not incredibly sweet, it didn’t taste
bad or bitter, so I whipped it up with the im-
mersion blender and decided I'd try it in my
favorite squash muffin recipe. Not bad, not
bad at all.

My husband asked if I was going to raid
the porch of it’s decorations to process more
of them, but I don’t think I'll go that far.
If November is mild, I'll certainly have a
windfall once we switch over to a Christmas
theme.

What do I learn from the compost pile?
Although the garden is right next to the com-
post pile, the white squash pumpkins had vir-
tually no damage from the squash vine borer.

The plants were so much healthier than

opinion -

The Quaboag Current « www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, November 15, 2024

Qe EANIND ©

Pocr TICAL CARTooNS. corm

Thank you for

Yyour Service..

KL u/bmy/
BACKYAR

A Brimfield resident, who emails quite
often noticed three turkey vultures on Sun-
day, Oct. 20

He said, “I went outside and I saw soon
seven turkey vultures flying by along the
ridge east of the house. The birds drifted
off to the south east. A few minutes later a
group of ten vultures drifted slowly south
about a half a mile west of the first group.
These birds flew around for awhile, circling

and gaining alti-
tude until the were
quite high. The ten
birds then drifted out
of sight.”

The turkey vulture
is 26 inches tall and
has black feathers.
The trailing end of
the wings are silver
and the head has no
feathers and is red.
Immature turkey vul-
tures have gray heads.
They are often seen
soaring with wings held in a V. They rock
side to side, but rarely flap their wings.

Turkey vultures feed by scavenging on
carrion, fresh or decayed. They find their
food by both sight and smell. Sometimes,
they are seen in roads feeding on road kill.
They are often seen coming or going to
nightly roosts. They use thermals of warm
air and updrafts to stay in the air. When the
thermals and updrafts end and they have to
flap, they usually stop flying and land.

When perched, they will spread their
wings. I saw one several years doing this
against a high tension pole in Oakham.

The female lays one to three dull white
eggs, occasionally with dark marks in a nest
scraped on bare ground, in a hollow stump,
cave, cliff edge or old building. Grunts and
hisses are heard at the nest site often during

Turkey vulture

competition over food.
Pond tour

The Brimfield resident sent an email
and reporteded he and his wife did a tour
of some of the ponds in Brimfield, Holland
and Warren on Sunday, Nov. 3. He said,
“In Brimfield (Sherman Pond) and Holland
(Holland Pond) we saw a few pairs of hood-
ed mergansers and a belted kingfisher at
the pond in Warren on South Street. Other
ponds had lots of Canada geese and mal-
lards.”

He also said, “In the yard recently the
most exciting sighting was a Carolina wren
that showed up briefly a couple of times.
Then yesterday we had an immature accip-
iter was seen sitting on top of one of our
feeding stations.” He wrote, “The bird was
either a female sharp-shinned hawk or a
male Coopers hawk based on size, it was
a little bigger than
a mourning dove,
the bird’s size was in
the area where the
sizes of the two spe-
cies overlap. The tail
shape is suppose to
help differentiate the
species but I'm not
confident about the
tail shape, I'm not
sure which species we
saw?”

Later in the day he
saw a fox sparrow do-
ing the sparrow feeding behavior, jumping
back and forth to stir up ground looking for
seeds. He said, “That was the first fox spar-
row seen this fall. One or two are usually
seen during fall migration.”

Moose

Although not bird related — no feathers
on this critter — I saw a moose cross New
Braintree Road in Oakham one evening. It
was dark, but I did get a good view of its
rear portion as it went over a stone wall and
into the woods.

People may report a bird sighting or bird
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, M A 01005.

those I planted in the garden. The leaves
were large and deep green.

I've said it before and TI’ll say it again
times three: Nitrogen, nitrogen, nitrogen.
That’s one thing my compost pile has that
the garden needs. I will definitely not skimp
on that nutrient come springtime so that
maybe, just maybe, I can grow my beloved
butternut squashes on purpose and health-

ily!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 32 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.
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QRSD offers internship opportunities

From the desk of Colleen Mucha,
Superintendent of Quabbin Regional School District

This fall, 39 of the Quabbin Regional High School
Class of 2024 seniors are completing internships.

The guidance department strives to find opportuni-
ties that align with student’s future goals whether it be
to join the workforce, military or to attend college. In-
ternships for high school students offer many positive
benefits such as the opportunity to apply their knowl-
edge and skills in a real world setting.

Additionally, internships can help students build
important skills like time management, self advocacy
and effective communication.

Recently, I was at the Hardwick Elementary School
when I happened across two of our seniors, Sydney
Slattery and Haley Ayer, who are completing an in-
ternship with the school nurse. Both students have an
interest in the medical field.

In this case, it has allowed them to “try on” nursing.

One of the tasks that they have been responsible for
includes implementing health lessons with our learn-
ers. In order to prepare for this, they had to research
and learn about their topics. These included dental hy-
giene and hand washing.

The interns created lesson plans and delivered them
in multiple classrooms. Slattery found when teaching a
lesson to the students that she had to make the projects
interesting and creative. She also stated the connection
between her internship to nursing in general.

“This will help me as a nurse. It helps me under-
stand effective teaching and helping others, that is
what nurses do. I've learned to express myself in ways
that others will understand.”

Ayer expressed that she is hopeful having had this
internship that colleges will look favorably on the in-
ternship experience when considering her college ap-
plication. She has found working with the students to
be very rewarding and fun.

Ayer presented lessons on hand washing.

Sydney Slattery did an internship with the school nurse and taught
Hardwick Elementary School students a lesson on dental hygiene. Su5-
MITTED PHOTOS

Students would wash their hands and then place
them under lighting that shows where they may still
have germs on their hands. Students then are taught
proper hand washing and have the opportunity to put
their hands under the light again.

Students could immediately see the difference that
proper hand washing made as their hands did not
“light up” with germs. Their excitement and enthusi-
asm were contagious as they were very proud of them-

selves.

The nursing internships have included learning
about the importance of patient confidentiality and
promoting healthy lifestyles and activities. Slattery
and Ayer have assisted with health screenings and even
made “healthy” bulletin boards.

One thing our interns have realized about the med-
ical field is that there is a lot of paperwork. But rather
than deter our seniors from pursuing a career in the
medical field, it has inspired them and made their com-
mitment even stronger.

As Slattery and Ayer pursue their dreams of enter-
ing the medical field, their real world experience will
benefit them. It is equally certain that the medical field
will gain valuable assets with both students.

0 Coughing without
covering your mouth

Q Sneezing without
covering your mouth

O Not washing your
hands

Haley Ayer also did an mternshlp with the school nurse and taught
Hardwick Elementary School students a lesson on hand washing.

The U.S. Veteran

A Nation grateful for duty call,

The job, well done by one and all,

They had done their best without a word,
With strength and valor their songs we heard.

Least we forget their deeds were done,

We cherish them all, each and every one,
The hopes and dreams were shattered too,
All for a cloth, Red, White and Blue.

On foreign soil their best was shown,
Defending land that they did not own,

For love and sweethearts they may never see,
The fight they have to set a strangers free.

Too many bodies new homes were found,
We call these places, “Hallowed Ground.”
To the ones still living we must also share,
To those grounds, Our Loving Care!

May we always remember to honor them all,
The one’s who stood and the ones who fell.

Just remember their stories and never forget,
They are known to us all, “As The U.S. Vet.”

— Hank Houghton

President, AVIP/VVA Chapter 294

Retired Staff Sergeant, 82nd Airborne, U.S. Army
Vietnam Veteran

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Hardwick Co-Op hosts food and sock drives

HARDWICK - The Hardwick Farmers Co-Op,
444 Lower Road, will be collection food donations for
the Tri-Parish Food Pantry and new socks to benefit
veterans through HomeFront Strong, now through
Dec. 15.

People who bring in five nonperishable food items

during this time will receive 5% off their purchase that day.

For every two pairs of socks that you buy from
Hardwick Farmers Co-Op, the Co-Op will donate a
pair to HomeFront Strong. People may also bring in
new men’s, women’s and children’s sized socks to be
donated to HomeFront Strong.

IHANKSGIVING DINNER [+ reevs” s

'STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT
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Springfield
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NBSB announces return of Annual Toy Drive

NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield Sav-
ings Bank is excited to announce the start of their An-
nual Toy Drive, running through Nov. 29, with a focus
on ensuring a joyful holiday season for children in the
communities they serve.

This year’s Toy Drive continues North Brookfield
Savings Bank’s commitment to bring holiday cheer to
those in need. Donations of new, unwrapped toys will
be collected at all branch locations, where every con-
tribution will support local toy programs that make a
difference in the lives of children.

“Our Annual Toy Drive is a testament to the gener-
osity and compassion of our community members and
employees. As a local community bank, we are proud
to help brighten the holidays for children within our
community” said Audrey Moulton, Marketing Manag-
er at North Brookfield Savings Bank in a press release.
“Through the kindness of our employees and commu-
nity members, we can make sure that every child ex-
periences the magic of the holiday season. We are so
grateful for the continued support that helps us spread

joy to local families during the Season of Giving.”

In addition to toys, monetary donations will be ac-
cepted at NBSB Branch locations. NBSB will match
every dollar donated, along with contributing $1 for
each toy collected, up to $250 per Branch location.

The Bank’s Ware Branch will focus on collecting
monetary donations to benefit the Ware Police and
Fire Department’s Christmas for Kids Program.

Donations will be accepted at these North Brook-
field Savings Bank branches: North Brookfield
Branch, 9 Gilbert St., partnering with the North
Brookfield Police Association’s Toys for Joys Program;
East Brookfield Branch, 100 West Main St., Route 9,
partnering with the East Brookfield Toys for Joy Pro-
gram; West Brookfield Branch, 128 West Main St.,
Route 9, partnering with the West Brookfield Police
Association Holiday Toy Program; Ware Branch, 40
Main St., Route 9, partnering with the Ware Police and
Fire Department Christmas for Kids Program (only
accepting monetary donations for 2024); Belchertown
Branch, 4 Daniel Shays Highway, Routes 9 and 202,

partnering with the Belchertown Firefighters Associ-
ation Adopt-a-Family Program; and the Three Rivers
Branch, 2060 Main St., partnering with the Palmer Li-
ons Club Holiday Toy Program.

To learn more about North Brookfield Savings
Bank’s Community giving efforts and the convenient
banking products and services offered, visit www.
NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com.

About NBSB

North Brookfield Savings Bank is a mutual savings
bank with full-service branches in North Brookfield,
East Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown,
and the Three Rivers Village of Palmer. NBSB offers
a wide variety of deposit and loan products for indi-
viduals and businesses throughout central and western
Massachusetts and has been a steadfast supporter of
the communities it serves since 1854.

All deposits are insured by the FDIC and the De-
positors Insurance Fund. For additional information,
please call 1-866-711-6272 or visit www.NorthBrook-
fieldSavingsBank.com.

SNAP provid

As we end a record year for inflation, Massachu-
setts residents’ budgets are stretched tight.

What many may not realize is how Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program benefits can provide
significant relief for families during the holiday season
enabling them to allocate more of their food budget
toward festive meals and shared experiences across the
Commonwealth.

At its most basic level, the SNAP makes it possible
for people to purchase the food they want, where and
when they choose.

SNAP is the largest of the federal assistance pro-
grams and provides ten times the amount of food as
food banks. It’s designed to expand with need through
a pre-established distribution network, retail grocers.

However, lesser known is how enrolling in SNAP
also automatically assures residents’ eligibility for oth-
er benefits, including discounts for the MBTA, select
cultural institutions and shows, utilities, education,
and childcare programs, all of which can help to offset
holiday costs.

“When residents think of SNAP, the first thing that
often comes to mind is the program’s former name,
food stamps,” said Khara Shearrion, Senior Director,
SNAP Outreach Programs at Project Bread, the lead-
ing statewide food security organization that operates
the FoodSource Hotline connecting residents to nutri-
tion support, like SNAP. “Not only does this lifesaving
resource give residents the purchasing power to shop
for healthy, culturally relevant and kid-friendly foods
where and when they choose, but it also offers addi-
tional savings for residents to focus on other aspects of
their lives, from getting to and from a job, to pursuing
an education to exploring the Bay State’s arts and cul-
ture scene. We want residents to know that when you
enroll in SNAP for nutrition relief, you access so much

es benefits

more.”

Utilizing SNAP for savings outside of grocery
stores is not a new concept, however too many resi-
dents are unaware of the additional discounts these
benefits afford.

As of July 2024, more than a million people — over
one in seven residents — in Massachusetts use SNAP.
Nearly one in four households are using SNAP, and
68% of those households have a gross countable in-
come of less than 100% of the Federal Poverty Level.

Not only does SNAP fulfill the immediate need for
food for many families living below the poverty line, it
also puts money back into the economy for all Massa-
chusetts residents. Every $1 of SNAP benefits gener-
ates at least $1.50 in economic activity, which supports
local communities and creates jobs.

There are over 5,000 retail establishments across the
Commonwealth that accept SNAP and have more reg-
ular hours than food pantries.

Here are some additional ways in which SNAP ben-
efits can help Massachusetts residents save:

Utilities — as heating bills rise this winter, SNAP us-
ers can access savings on gas & electric bills, as well as
internet service.

Admission to museums — when kids are out of
school and residents need something to do as a fam-
ily, exclusive discounts can help make group outings
possible.

Entertainment — similarly, individuals and families
can catch a discounted holiday favorite show at places
like ArtsEmerson, Boston Ballet, Boston Symphony
Orchestra and more.

Transportation — SNAP recipients ages 12-25 may
be able to use their benefits to purchase MBTA Youth
Passes.

Winter Farmers Markets — SNAP users are eligible

b § Function
O Space
} Available

Monday - 6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Prime Rib

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering
& Curbside Pick-up Available

HARDWICK CROSSING

EST. 2022

COUNTRY CLUB

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville o 774-757-8907  Pro Shop 774-261-2634
hardwickcrossing.com

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram (@)

Large Wedding &
Event Hall Available Gift Card Deals Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

tg Thanksgiving Party

WITH US! /\

BLACK FRIDAY

The Night Before

LIVE MUSIC by Wicked Wheel
Starting at 7 p.m.

eyond food

for the Healthy Incentives Program which offers addi-
tional funds to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables at
markets supporting local farmers.

“SNAP is the fastest and most efficient resource
that we have that provides people with money to
purchase food,” said Shearrion. “Unlike food banks,
SNAP does not rely on charitable donations, so it is a
sustainable solution to help people afford enough to
eat. Anyone who is eligible for SNAP benefits will re-
ceive them. There is no limit to how many folks can
utilize for the program therefore you do not take away
from others by enrolling.”

People experiencing food insecurity should call into
Project Bread’s toll-free FoodSource Hotline 1-800-
645-8333, which provides confidential assistance to
connect with food resources, including SNAP benefits,
in 180 languages and for the hearing impaired. The ho-
tline currently serves as the resource recommended by
the Massachusetts Department of Transitional Assis-
tance and Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education for residents seeking help with food access.

For more information, visit: www.projectbread.org/
get-help.
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Christmas by Candlelight returns
to Old Sturbridge Village

STURBRIDGE - OId Sturbridge
Village is pleased to announce the re-
turn of Christmas by Candlelight, a
cherished holiday celebration of New
England’s festive traditions.

Tickets are now on sale to the pub-
lic for select dates in November and
December.

The Village will transform into a
stunning winter wonderland begin-
ning Nov. 29, featuring over 85 beauti-
fully decorated trees on the Christmas
Tree Trail, over 80 wreaths, hundreds
of candles illuminating the pathways,
and 5,625 feet of garland adorning
historic buildings. Each evening of the
program will kick off at 4:30 p.m. with
a magical lighting ceremony.

Visitors can experience a variety of
activities, including knitting Christ-
mas stockings and baking tradition-
al holiday treats. Guests can stroll
through the picturesque village and
cross the enchanting Christmas Wish
Bridge, a scenic path lined with trees
along the Quinebaug River. Children
will have the chance to meet Santa and
Mrs. Claus in their new cabin, where
they can share their holiday wishes.

Visitors are also encouraged to
participate in the annual Gingerbread
House contest, where creative entries
will be displayed for public voting.

“Christmas by Candlelight is a cel-
ebration of the cherished traditions
that make the season truly special,”
said Rhys Simmons, Director of In-
terpretation at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage in a press release. “Our goal is
to transport you back in time with an
experience that delights all the senses.
Picture twinkling lights adorning the

trees, the enticing aromas and flavors
of mulled cider and freshly baked gin-
gerbread, and the familiar sounds of
holiday carols echoing all around.”

This year’s Christmas by Candle-
light will feature an array of live en-
tertainment, including historical per-
formances and readings of Christmas
tales for children. New this year is
“Upon a Midnight Clear — An Acous-
tic New England Christmas,” a mu-
sical journey showcasing local artists
reinterpreting classic carols.

In addition to the festivities, guests
can explore the origins of classic tradi-
tions such as nutcrackers and ginger-
bread, along with a remarkable minia-
ture nativity scene featuring over 600
pieces. The Richardson House will
showcase Italian Christmas customs.

There will also be plenty of oppor-
tunities for holiday shopping at the
Miner Grant Store and the Ox & Yoke
Mercantile.

“This event has become a tradition
for so many guests year after year,
and many families look forward to it
as the highlight of their holiday sea-
son,” continued Simmons. “We invite
everyone to experience the joy of the
season, relish in classic traditions, and
create new memories with loved ones
this winter at Christmas by Candle-
light.”

Christmas by Candlelight is made
possible by our generous sponsors:
Cornerstone Bank, Country Bank,
G&F Precision Molding, and South-
bridge Credit Union.

For more information on tickets
and full event details, visit the Old
Sturbridge Village website.
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Historical Society presents program
on 18th century potter

STURBRIDGE - The Sturbridge
Historical Society presents “John
Hinds: An 18th-Century Potter in Hol-
land, MA”, on Thursday, Nov. 21 at 7
p-m. at the Publick House.

Doug Lyon and Mike Forand are
excited to present their research and dis-
covery of the John Hinds Pottery/Kiln
Site in Holland, and 18th-century pot-
tery/kiln site they found about 40 years
ago.

Hinds is a previously undocument-
ed 18th-century New England redware
potter (ca. 1714 to ca. 1793), who lived
and worked in South Woodstock, Con-
necticut (ca 1740-1750) and in Holland/
South Brimfield (1750-1793). He is men-
tioned several times in Lovering’s Histo-
ry of the Town of Holland as a potter.

His last mention as potter was in
1789. He was consistently documented
as a potter in land deeds for some 39
years.

Lyon and Forand worked with Old
Sturbridge Village for about four sea-
sons at the Hinds site during which they
recovered an abundance of artifacts,

and uncovered the kiln base. OSV has
generously made their documentation
and artifacts available for the presenta-
tion. Hinds” work was typical of other
potters’ wares in and around Boston,
consisting of pots, mugs, (milk) pans,
plates, jugs, etc.

Also included in the samples are sev-
eral examples of slip ware, kiln furniture,
and unique pieces of thin black incised
sherds. Several samples of sherds are
available for display. Photos of the Hinds
Site and samples of his work are avail-
able on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/groups/1654329772055488/.

No other contemporary potter living
in Hinds’ locale has yet been identified.
The earliest nearby potters are the well-
known Thomas Bugbee, born 1793 in
South Woodstock Connecticut; Hervy
Brooks b. 1779 in Goshen and who’s
pottery and kiln are represented at OSV;
and James Moore d. 1829 in Brimfield/
Holland.

The program, which starts at 7 p.m.,
is free and open to the public, and gen-
erously hosted by Publick House.

‘A Country Christmas’ fair will be held Nov. 23

WEST BROOKFIELD - The
George Whitefield United Methodist
Church will host its annual Church Fair
“A Country Christmas” on Saturday,
Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at 33 West
Main St.
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Haston Library announces holiday events and closures

NORTH BROOKFIELD - The Haston Free Pub-
lic Library, 161 North Main St., will be closed on
Thursday, Nov. 28 in observance of Thanksgiving.

Food drive and letters to Santa

The library will be holding a food drive Nov. 4
through Dec. 12. It will also be holding its annual Let-
ters to Santa at the beginning of December on a date
to be announced.

Movie discussion group
The movie discussion group will meet on Nov. 21 to

talk about the film, “Planes, Trains and Automobiles”
(1987, rated R) at 6 p.m.
Book group

The book group will meet on Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. to
discuss “Gertrude Bell” by Georgina Howell.

Story Times and Read, Build, Play

Story times are held in the Children’s Room on
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. On Now. 19, children will read
“Keepunumuk” by Danielle Greendeer, Anthony Per-
ry and Alexis Burton and make a turkey craft. On Nov.

26, children will read “Peyton Picks the Perfect Pie” by
Jack Bishop and make a paper plate pie craft.

Read, Build, Play with Community Connections
is held on the first Wednesday of the month from 10-
11:30 a.m. The next program will be held on Dec. 4.

Clubs for children

Art club will be held on the first and third Monday
from 4-5 p.m. and Lego club will be held every Thurs-
day starting at 4 p.m.

SHOW | FROM PAGE 1

community members.

For your caffeine fix, make sure to stop by the gal-
lery’s neighbor, The Joy of Beans, owned and operated
by Joy Hinton.

“We’ve got two amazing women-owned small busi-
nesses right next to each other,” Fay said.

The Small Works Show is the final monthly exhibit
of the year at the gallery, and it aims to share the en-
joyment of art with everyone, event those with a lim-
ited budget.

“The reason we do a Small Works Show, is that
small works generally mean less expensive works for
gift giving,” Fay said. “Small pieces also make easier
art gifts.”

Each of the gallery’s artists bring their own special
talents to the “Small Works Show,” making these small
pieces of art a one-of-a-kind gift to give to your loved
one.

West Brookfield artist Geldard is known for her
love of birds, which she displays through her whimsi-
cal watercolor paintings. Geldard has also been mak-
ing jewelry for over 30, specializing in lampwork glass
beads.

Geldard was recently one of three jewelry makers
featured in a sold-out show at the gallery last month.

Bullock, who is also from West Brookfield, start-
ed with leatherwork at a saddlery before turning her
talents to bookbinding. Bullock and her husband Ron
restore books through their business Old Working
Books & Bindery.

Her handbound journals and cards are popular
items for sale at the gallery.

Brookfield artist Varjian enjoys the beauty of the
natural world and often makes small, filtered areas of
sunlight the focal point of her paintings.

Wood engraver and Petersham resident, Rorer, has
a degree in printmaking and has done everything from
teaching art to creating pen and ink illustrations for
major publishers. She is the founder and sole propri-
etor of The Lone Oak Press.

Phillips, who is also from Brookfield, has created
thousands of bold, colorful paintings in her journey as
an artist after retiring as a hospice chaplain.

O’Donnell is known for her stunning landscape

v b 7, i 3 v‘;’ f’ I
“Ready for the Races” is a silver point drawing by Abigail Rorer. SUB-
MITTED PHOTOS

scenes, in addition to being a decorative painter and
illustrator.

Pecora paints everything from quintessential New
England scenes and landmarks to her beloved animal
friends, using watercolor, egg tempera and oil paint.

Bentley’s paintings range from landscapes and sea-
scapes to flowers, birds and abstracts. Her attention to
light and shadow makes her subjects come alive on the
canvas.

Princeton artist Quinn uses her surroundings as in-
spiration for her paintings, from the local natural pre-
serves of Massachusetts to the sandy beaches of Cape
Cod.

Cohen will have small pieces of her hand thrown
pottery featured in the show.

Fay will be offering giclee prints of her Christmas
lights paintings, inspired by local holiday lighting dis-
plays; some that are carefully planned put and placed
around a home, and others that are more free-spirited
and somewhat lackadaisical.

In addition to the pieces featured in the small works
shows, the gallery’s jewelry displays have been fully
restocked, and West Brookfield wood turner Frank
White will have a number of his unique and detailed
bowls, vases and more available for purchase.

Following the reception, the Small Works Show will
remain displayed at the gallery until the end of Decem-
ber. The gallery will also be open for the town’s White
Christmas celebration, held on Sunday, Dec. 8.

Fay invited everyone to stop by anytime during the
artists’ reception to get a chance to meet with the cre-
ators behind these small, but powerful works of art.

“It’s always a great turnout,” she said of the Small
Works Show.

About West Brookfield Art & Frame

Gallery hours at West Brookfield Art & Frame
are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-5
p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

For more information about West Brookfield Art &
Frame, or upcoming shows, follow them on Facebook,
visit www.westbrookfieldartandframe.com, email yaf-
acceber@hotmail.com, call 508-753-8604 or stop by
during open hours.
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“Dusk in Brookfield” is a watercolor by Vanessa Varjian.
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Blake said.

They also worked directly in the western Massachu-
setts food system as a farm worker, butcher and farm
store clerk.

Blake said they love cooking, eating and spending
time with their partner and cats.

Community Food Access Assessment

Nisha Humayun, Project Coordinator for Commu-
nity Health with Healthy Quaboag and the Town of
Ware, presented the findings of the council’s Commu-
nity Food Access Assessment which was conducted in
conjunction with the Collaborative for Educational
Services.

“Our purpose was to get firsthand accounts from
community members,” Humayun said.

Humayun said this included conducting individu-
al and community interviews with various communi-
ty members, including local veterans. The interviews
also helped to strengthen connections with food policy
council members.

She said the purpose of the assessment was obtain
firsthand accounts from community members and us-
ing the results to supplement a study conducted by the
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commis-
sion.

Blake said key findings from the assessment include
community assets, access barriers, priority needs and
opportunities.

For community assets, they said there was a strong
appreciation for living in a rural, smalltown environ-
ment from residents, which still offers multiple grocery
store options as well as local agriculture.

Blake said public transportation is also available
through the Quaboag Connector, and there is also
access to local resources including food banks, senior

centers and churches.

Access barriers include distance and time, quality
and availability of food, benefit programs, transporta-
tion, food costs and technology and delivery.

Distance, transportation and technology were some
of the biggest barriers preventing residents from hav-
ing access to nutritious food, Blake said.

The rising cost of food was the biggest concern
of all interviewees. Those interviewed said monthly
SNAP benefits were not keeping up with this cost, and
farmers markets were expensive.

Senior Outreach Coordinator Carol Zins said many
of her clients don’t use their SNAP benefits due to the
small amount of food they can buy for $23-30 a month.

Blake said while most people interviewed were
aware of SNAP benefits and seniors centers and other
services available to them, but not as many were famil-
iar with HIP.

“HIP is a complicated process and it’s hard to un-
derstand,” Blake said.

HIP allows SNAP recipients to purchase fresh pro-
duce directly from local participating farmers, many of
whom setup at local farmers markets in Belchertown
and West Brookfield. The HIP program will reimburse
the SNAP user’s electronic benefits card dollar to dol-
lar up to a monthly cap of $40, $60 or $80.

Priority needs of Quaboag Valley

Blake said priority needs of the Quaboag Valley in-
clude access to local agriculture, improvements to food
pantries, improvements to SNAP/HIP, discount offers
and nutrition education

QVFPC Dashboard

Another outcome of the assessment is a dashboard
made by CMRPC that shows all of the farms in the re-
gion that are available and that accept SNAP and HIP
benefits.

“It would be a great resource to share out with our
community,” Sawyer said.

To access the dashboard, visit https://cmrpc.maps.
arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/fee2d96f3e424316a71bb-
2c4e6e3c0c4.

About QVFPC

The Quaboag Valley Food Policy Council is fund-
ed through a grant received by the Town of Ware in
partnership with Quaboag Valley Community De-
velopment Corporation, covering the towns of Ware,
Belchertown, Palmer, Monson, Wales, Holland, Brim-
field, Warren, Brookfield, West Brookfield, North
Brookfield and East Brookfield.

The council is open to all, and everyone is welcome
to join in the discussion.

MEETING | FROM PAGE 1

tion that the board waive the right, stating that the
parcel would be improved with a single family house
and would “not be a significant open space loss to
the town.”

General bylaw committee appointments

James Caldwell, Brandon Avery and Tara Hayes
were appointed to serve on the newly formed General
Bylaw Committee.

“They’ve been actively involved in a lot of things,”
Board of Selectmen Chair Jason Petraitis said of the
committee members.

These three were the only residents to express
interest in serving on the committee to review the
town’s general bylaws.

Special town meeting

A special town meeting will be held on Friday,
Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. in the North Brookfield Elementary
School auditorium.




The Quaboag Current « www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, November 15, 2024 PAGE 9

sports@turley.com £ @turleysports B 3 acebook.com/turleysports

SPORTS

> RANDOLPH - The
' Quaboag  Regional
High School foot-
ball team was in ac-
tion last Friday eve-
ning in the Round
of 16 in the Division
8 State Tournament.
They faced top-seed-
ed Randolph and were
overwhelmed 67-6. The
Cougars dropped to 4-5 on
the season and were placed in
nonplayoff action for Week 10
against Littleton High School
on Friday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m.
They will then face Ware on the
road on Thanksgiving Day, Nov.
28 at 10 a.m..

Jacob Cacace scrambles around
during action this season.

Trenton Benson gets ready to snap the ball. Brason Sauriol makes a catch. Reilly Comptois makes a move up the field.

Field hockey defas Nantucket, moves to quarterfinals

|

BARRE - Last Wednesday after- < '
noon, Quabbin field hockey defeated
Nantucket High School 2-1. The Pan-
thers moved into the quarterfinals of
the Division 4 State Tournament where
they were scheduled to face off against
the three-time defending state champion
Uxbridge. Highlights from that game
will be in next week’s edition.

RIGHT: Farrah Wojcik makes an insert
pass on a penalty corner. TURLEY PHOTOS
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Kailynyn Schuster niakeAs a block.

Abby Rogowski sends the ball into the circle. of the field.
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Greylock edge’s Pathfinder WMass final
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SPRINGFIELD - In the
Western Mass. Class D finals
on Saturday, Nov. 2 at Cen-
tral High School, Pathfind-
er’s Adonis Dupre and Evan
Costa scored goals to help
the Pioneers come back in the
game. But an overtime goal by
Mt. Greylock would give the
Mounties the Western Mass. "
title. Pathfinder would move % =
on to the state tournament,

facing Mystic Valley Regional ¢
Charter on the road to open

the tournament. {

Jaleel Nevue-Roman gets ready to head the ball.

o - 4 e
— 3

Zander Auffrey turns to corral a loose ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Goalie Aiden Séntiago punté the ball éway.
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Justin Davis gets ready to make a goal
kick.
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court fights to

keep the ball.

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks League

PALMER - The Commercial Elks League reached
the final week in round one of their league this season.

The winner of the round will receive a playoff berth
in their championship roll off. The final league night of
round one was bowled on Nov. 5. One of the matchups
was between Compression and Team BK.

In game one, Compression defeated BK by a score
of 342-336. Jay Dominick of Compression carried his
team to victory with a 101 in game one. In game two,
Team BK was the winner by scoring 352 to Compres-
sion’s 329.

In game three, Compression was the winner by a
score of 365-356. However, Team BK was the winner
of total pinfall 1044-1036. Each team received two
points to wrap up the first round of league.

Another match consisted of Daft Kings bowling
against The Mailmen. In game one, The Mailmen were
victorious over Daft Kings, 389-361. Bryan Surprise
of Mailmen started off the night with a 133.

In game two, Mailmen delivered another strong
game and won 419-391. Surprise stayed consistent and
bowled well over is 108 average with a 119. Dave Co-
bleigh of Daft Kings had a good second game with a
125.

In game three, Mailmen won for a three-game sweep

over Daft Kings, 403-383. Surprise finished with a 118
and a series of 370, his best series this season. Cobleigh
finished with a 108 and a series of 333.

Total pinfall was won in favor of Mailmen, 1211-
1135.

Gutter Mouths bowled against Last in Line and
were the top seeds going into the final week of round
one. In game one, Gutter Mouths got the win, 376-
326. In game two, Gutter Mouths won again by a score
of 380-375, Stephen Manolakis of Gutter Mouths
bowled a 113 and Vinny Navarro of Last in Line
bowled a 107.

In game three, Last in Line won 356-349. Total pin-
fall was won by Gutter Mouths, 1105-1057. The Gut-
ter Mouths have successfully won the first round of the
season and will compete in the championship roll off
at the end of the season.

Bogey Doubles

EAST BROOKFIELD — The Monday Bogey Dou-
bles league reached the month of November.

Hanging on to a slim lead in first place is the team
of Tom Clauson and Gary Santora with 46 wins. The
Team of Pellett & Nester are in second place with 42
wins. Mondor & Brayton are in third place with 40
wins.

Pellett & Nester bowled against the team of Dave
Rando and Duncan MacDougall. In game one, Pel-
lett & Nester won the first game 255-244. In game two,
Pellett & Nester won again 266-255. Nester bowled a
134 in game two.

In game three, Pellett & Nester won again for a
three-game sweep, 267-266. Nester finished with a 121
and a series of 350. Total pinfall was in favor Pellett &
Nester, 788-765.

| — —
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T-Birds pick up point in OT defeat

HERSHEY, PA - The Springfield Thunderbirds (4-
8-1-0) incredibly erased a two-goal deficit in the final
minute of the third, but the Hershey Bears (9-3-1-0)
survived to pick up a 3-2 overtime win at the Giant
Center on Sunday.

Like the opening 20 minutes on Saturday, the
homestanding Bears were ferocious in getting shots at
the Springfield net, this time on Colten Ellis. However,
like the night before, the T-Birds got a sensational first
period from their goaltender, as Ellis had a response
to all 20 shots the Hershey attack unleashed, includ-
ing chances that came from two power plays. The 20
stops were the most in a single period this season by a
Springfield netminder.

At the other end, Clay Stevenson was starting his
first start in nearly a month after missing six games
with an upper-body injury, and the Hershey goalten-
der had a distinctly quieter workload, turning aside
seven Springfield offerings and helping the Bears’ pen-
alty kill fend off one T-Birds power play.

Shots on goal did not come as easily for Hershey
in the middle period. Still, the fourth line did get the
Bears on the board first at the 10:14 mark when Matt
Strome retrieved a loose puck below the goal line and
fired a pass into the blue paint to a crashing Riley Sut-
ter, who chipped it over Ellis on the glove side to make
it 1-0.

The Bears’ defense proved to be an impenetra-

Railers score big
overtime win

WORCESTER - The Worcester Railers HC (5-
3-0-0 10pts) beat the Norfolk Admirals (6-2-3-0,
15pts), on Sunday by a final score of 4-3 in front of
a crowd of 2,539 at the DCU Center.

It was Norfolk who scored first tonight when
Carson Musser (1-2-3) scored just under three min-
utes into the game. The Railers then scored back-
to-back goals, coming from Ryan Verrier (1-0-1)
and Griffin Loughran (1-0-1). Norfolk finished the
first period scoring when Connor Fedorek (1-0-1)
tied the game at 2-2. Norfolk retook the lead in
the second with a goal from Josh McDougall (1-
1-2). The Railers tied it back up less than a minute
later when Anthony Repaci (2-0-2) cashed in. The
third period was scoreless ending regulation tied up
at 3-3. It was Repaci who scored the game winner
38 seconds into overtime sealing the 4-3 win for
Worcester.

Norfolk jumped out to an early 1-0 lead tonight.
Carson Musser (3rd) squared up and ripped one by
the glove of Worcester’s John Muse just 2:43 into
the first. Later in the first Ryan Verrier (1st) found
the back of the net to tie the game 1-1 7:30 into
the first. Griffin Loughran (2nd) later made it 2-1
Worcester when he scored just after their power
play expired. Norfolk tied it up at 2-2 with just un-
der three minutes left in the first with a goal from
Connor Fedorek (2nd). Worcester outshot Norfolk
15-12.

Norfolk took back the lead to start the scoring
in the second period. They made the score 3-2 in
the second when Josh McDougall (2nd) scored on
the powerplay 8:09 into the period. Not even a min-
ute later Anthony Repaci (6th) got free on a

breakaway and cashed in to tie the game back up
at 3-3. Shots favored Worcester 11-8.

The Admirals had a chance to regain the lead
midway through the third when they had a 5-on-3
powerplay, but the Railers penalty kill held strong.
The Railers killed 35 seconds of 5-on-3, and then
successfully killed the remaining 1:25 of Norfolk
power play time. Neither team would find the back
of the net before the end of regulation. Worcester
outshot Norfolk 10-7.

It took less than a minute for Anthony Repaci
(7th) to seal this one in overtime. As he skated in on
the net and buried the overtime winner just 38 sec-
onds into overtime. Shots were even 1-1 in overtime
and favored Worcester 37-28 overall.

ble force in the second, as Springfield managed just
four shots on goal in the entire period, and the Her-
shey penalty kill dispatched two more Thunderbirds
man-advantage opportunities.

Stevenson and the Hershey defense corps showed
no signs of relenting anything to the T-Birds, and when
Spencer Smallman tucked a puck into an empty net
with 2:06 remaining, the Bears’ 2-0 lead seemed secure.

However, the never-say-die T-Birds refused to go
down. Samuel Johannesson scored his first AHL goal
with 40.5 seconds remaining, squeezing a wrist shot
between Stevenson’s legs to end the shutout bid.

Just 27 seconds later, with Ellis at the bench for an
extra skater, Nikita Alexandrov beared in on the right
wing side and backhanded the puck into the paint.
With Matthew Peca crashing the net, the shot attempt
slipped under Stevenson’s legs, and the game was tied
2-2 heading into overtime.

With momentum on their side, the T-Birds could
not quite complete the miraculous comeback attempt.
Ellis denied his 40th shot of the night to stop Pierrick
Dube in the opening minute of overtime. Unfortunate-
ly for the T-Birds netminder, the loose rebound went
right on the stick of Mike Vecchione, who pushed it
across the line to give Hershey the 3-2 victory.

The T-Birds return to home ice for five of the next
six games, beginning on Friday, Nov. 15 when they
host the Lehigh Valley Phantoms.

Hall of Fame Series heads for Las Vegas

PHOENIX — Position Sports, in partnership with
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame and the Las
Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority (LVCVA),
announced that the 2027 Hall of Fame Series Las Ve-
gas will take place at the iconic Allegiant Stadium on
November 12, 2027, marking the first-ever basketball
game at the renowned stadium.

The historic event will feature two marquee match-
ups between elite men’s basketball programs: Arizo-
na vs. Duke and Indiana vs. Kansas. Both games will
once again be showcased on TNT Sports’ networks
and platforms, with additional programming informa-
tion to be announced at a later date.

These four teams represent some of the most sto-
ried traditions in college basketball, with a combined
15 national championships, over 35 Hall of Famers,
and a legion of passionate fans. The rivalry between
Duke and Arizona, which will be on display in Tuc-
son, Ariz., on November
22, as well as the time-
less Kansas vs. Indiana
matchup, is set to provide
fans an unforgettable ex-
perience and signal a sig-
nificant milestone in Las
Vegas’ sports history.

NOTICE

Allegiant Stadium, home of the NFL’s Las Vegas
Raiders and Super Bowl LVIII, will be hosting its first
college basketball games, showcasing the versatility of
the venue. The stadium will also serve as the site for the
2028 NCAA Men’s Final Four, further solidifying its
position as a premier destination for top-tier sporting
events.

The Hall of Fame Series, owned and operated by
Position Sports, is a collection of multi-game, singu-
lar events that showcase several of the top collegiate
basketball teams in exciting non-conference matchups
played both domestically and abroad. The inaugural
Hall of Fame Series took place in 2023 in Las Vegas,
Charlotte, San Antonio, Toronto, and Phoenix, and
the series continues its successful run in 2024 with
upcoming stops in Las Vegas (November 4), Phoenix
(November 14), Baltimore (November 15), and New
York (December 14).
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MARKET

the common and enter the First Con-
gregational Church of West Brookfield
at 36 North Main St. to encounter
where the Market had migrated.

Of course, The West Brookfield Win-
ter Farmer’s Market did not just show
up at the church. This event has been
operating in the town for a number of
years, beginning in late fall and running
until early spring.

If you have never been, it is a warm
and welcoming spot, even when the
weather turns frosty, if it does this win-
ter. The temps do not seem to want to
follow older patterns.

Most of the vendors have been regu-
lars, but there are new entrants.

As one walks through the door, first
on the right is Robyn Scott and her
Blair House Blooms. As the market sea-
son progresses, we can expect her table
to be covered with beautiful colored
tulips, but on this first day, Robyn had
tulip and daffodil bulbs that one could
plant at home.

Passing Blair House, there is Elzire’s
Acre. Elzire’s Acre, famed for its goat
milk soap, has been coming to the Win-
ter Market for some years now. Usu-
ally represented by Chad or Terri, the
husband-and-wife entrepreneurs, this
Wednesday, Chloe was staffing the table
and she had with her a couple of special
holiday soaps, Angel’s Kiss, and Angel’s
Hug.

After Elzire’s Acre is Linda Fuchs’
Flourish Farm. Flourish, a longtime
summer market farm, has been with the
winter market since the beginning. On
this day she had fresh ginger and will
have micro greens, both cut and living.

Cut greens are cut the day of the
market. Linda will miss some markets
during a trip to Utah to visit grandkids.

Making a left after Flourish, there is
Kelly Homestead Apiary from Charl-
ton, presided over by Ginger. On the
colorful table was a display of bee prod-
ucts from honey to hand dipped can-
dles. Kelly Homestead also brings eggs
from their hens as well.

New this year is chicken on sale.

As we approach thanksgiving, Kelly
Homestead has the bird, that is, Pasture
Raised Organically Produced Turkeys.
Orders are being taken now at 508-784-
1014 and https://www.kellyhomeste-
adapiary.com/.

Moving on from Kelly Homestead is
the table of Lucky Me Farm & Kitchen,
new to the market this year.

Sara Doubleday brought Lucky Me
farm & Kitchen down from New Brain-
tree to be part of the market. She grew
up making relishes and got going doing

| FROM PAGE 1

the pandemic. The table is chock full of
jams made from locally sourced ingredi-
ents such that it would be difficult not to
find what you want.

After Sara is Farm46, back at the
market for the 2024/25 season. Farm46
is the family affair of Rich Laba, his
wife Amy and daughters Madison and
Charlotte. They raise Berkshire pigs
and bring to the market beautiful cuts
of pork and bacon, as well as eggs.

Turning left is a huge departure for
the market, a distillery. It goes by the
name, Deep Roots Distillery, and why
not as it is deeply rooted in the commu-
nity by being as locally sourced as pos-
sible.

The bottles on display and for sale all
looked lovely, but the enterprise is more
than beverages.

There is a from scratch kitchen as
well that is in keeping with the spirit of
the distillery. The two gentlemen at the
table spoke with enthusiasm about their
business. So, you could go down to their
shop at the Mill Building in Fiskdale,
but you can as well come to the market
on Wednesday.

Also new at the market and up from
Monson is Girlie’s Cakes. Alysse, the
impresario, bakes gluten free and vegan
specialties. This is also a departure for
the market.

Alysse started with her great grand-
mother, and pursued baking as a hobby
before going into business. She brought
a lot of product to the market, all of it
looked scrumptious.

Turning left, there is John Thompson
of Thompson’s Maple Farm. John has
been bringing the farm to the market
since the beginning. With their many
taps, the syrup keeps on flowing, but
that is not all. They make delicious ice
cream and purvey that at the market as
well.

The last vendor along the wall is also
the linchpin. Joy Hinton is in charge of
the winter market, but that is not what
she is most known for. The specialty cof-
fees of Her Joy Of Beans are purchased
at the markets summer and winter and
at her main street downtown shop.

As usual, at the first winter market,
she was a ball of energy with no lack
of plans. At the shop, there will be the
coffee based Italian dessert, Affogato.
Though not going out of the coffee
business, Mem Tea will be served, prob-
ably by the new Barista, Mora. First
Fridays will see mocktails.

Joy is a chess aficionado and is plan-
ning a chess club. Joy of Beans would be
a perfect spot.

There is one vendor not up against a

Ice cream and maple products from Thompson’s Maple Farm.
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Linda Fuchs of Flourish Farms.

wall. Still Life Farm takes up the cen-
ter of the room and well it should. As
the weather gets colder, the farm’s win-
ter greenhouses supply the market with
fresh vegetables. This year, two new
greenhouses have come online.

The Hardwick based operation is
also a longtime winter market vendor.

There will be more vendors in the

The lads from Deep Roots Distillery and Kitchen.

G oz inkS Sonen
MIX & MATCH
MICRO -
GREENS
$ 3.50 each
3 for $10.00
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coming weeks and the market will be re-
turning every Wednesday from 3-6 p.m.
through March 12, 2025.

Leave the cold outside and come into
the warmth of a winter farmer’s market.

Please note the market will be closed
on Nov. 27 except for special Thanks-
giving pre-order pick-ups. Also, the
market is closed on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
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chamber for over 20 years, and how this
year has “been incredible” for the cham-
ber.

“The chamber is back,” she said.
“The chamber is an excellent resource
to talk to businesses, professionals...we
build relationships and trust.”

Niedziela said this has been a re-
building year for the chamber, with the
hiring of CEO James Przypek, who has
served in that role for seven months.

Przypek said he is “so impressed”
with the chamber and its network of
businesses.

In his role as CEO, Przypek has
brought back the chamber’s annual golf
outing, enhanced the business guide and
produced a quarterly newsletter. He said
15 new members businesses have joined
this year as well.

Following the election of officers,
Przypek introduced Campbell, a Sun-
derland resident whose background in
equine studies has allowed her to help
people rediscover joy and power in the
treatment of PTSD, trauma, grief and
depression.

Campbell founded Heroes, Horses
& Hounds, an organization that works
with rescued horses and dogs that are
retrained for service and animal assisted
programs.

She spoke about ways you can
achieve success in all areas of your life
through finding a work/life balance.

Campbell said for 20 years, she “put
herself through it,” pushing herself pro-
fessionally until she reached burnout
and knew she needed to make a change.

“It’s been a very good journey now,
but going through it was awful,” she
said.

Campbell shared how some of the
things we do to help us be productive
and organized, such as creating “to-do”
lists, can actually cause additional stress
and hold us back.

“Why does a traditional to-do list
fail?” Campbell asked. “It doesn’t get
organized by priority.”

Campbell said another factor is dis-
cipline, which she said is something that
all people are capable of harnessing.

“Discipline is not a personality trait,
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it’s something that we all have,” she said.
“Each day we have a certain amount.”

Campbell said one way to make the
to-do list work for you is to prioritize
one task in each of these three areas:
personal, physical and professional. She
said there are going to be days where the
focus needs to be on one area over the
other, and that is okay.

“Life is not a balance, a perfect even
keel all the time...think balancing, not
balance,” she said. “The important part
is what works for you.”

Campbell encouraged people to
make themselves the most valuable as-
set in their professional lives in order to
achieve work/life balance.

She said one way she does this, is
to ask herself the question “Why am I
doing what I am doing?” seven to nine
times, or until she feels an emotional re-
action.

“This is the core piece that is going to
get me up and going,” she said. “That’s
what’s going to help you clarify what
you want to do.”

Another tip she suggested was to en-
vision your perfect day; from start to
finish.

“By having this perfect day in mind,
find what works for your business and
your life,” she said. “Look at your day,
what did I do well in? Is there something
I want to change, or did I rock it today?”

Establishing time blocks is another
way to keep your day productive while
avoiding burnout, working one to two
hours at a time and taking a 30 minute
break before getting back to work. She
said people start looking for distractions
from work when their brains are tired.

“It’s a great way to stay productive
longer throughout the day,” Campbell
said.

Campell said it’s also important to
give yourself rewards to keep momen-
tum going.

“Give yourself little prizes and cele-
brations,” she said.

Campbell encouraged attendees to
delegate works that could be complet-
ed by someone else, or with the help of
artificial intelligence or automation. She
said to follow the 80/20 rule, spending
80% of your day doing what sets you
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apart and delegating the other 20%.

Campbell explained the physical im-
pact that burnout can have on the brain
and how it causes “functional freeze.”
Burnout can be both mental and phys-
ical.

“Burnout is ‘I want to, I need to, but
I can’t,” Campbell said.

Campbell said studies have shown
that burnout floods the body with cor-
tisol and adrenaline, which creates in-
flammation in both the body and the
brain. She said it starts to kill cells and
physically shrinks the brain.

This shrinking can impact memory,
decision making and learning.

“You start to feel like you are losing
it, because you are,” she said.

The good news, Campbell said, is
that the brain can heal and that 1,200
new cells are made every day. She said
the new cells go where they are used,
and that new synapses can be created
through movement and play.

“Exercise and play are so important,
Campbell said. “By putting play into
your day...it allows you to learn better.”

Healing the brain after burnout can
be achieved through meditation, exer-
cise, craniosacral therapy, sound heal-
ing, grounding, time spent in nature and
time spent with supportive friends and
families.

“The science of laughter is amazing,’
Campbell said. “It brings you back to
wellness...make sure you're having fun.”

Campbell said spending 20 minutes
outside just listening to the birds sing is
another way to help heal the brain, as it
brings us back to our primal roots, when
birds singing represented safety.

“It triggers the safety signal in our
bodies,” Campbell said. “Birds don’t
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sing unless it’s safe.”

Campbell demonstrated three ex-
ercises that can be accomplished right
from your chair, that will help signal
safety in our bodies.

The first one was curling your up-
per body forward over your legs while
sitting; the second was running in place
(either standing or sitting down) and the
third was placing one hand over your
stomach and the other over your chest
and taking deep breaths.

For more information about Camp-
bell’'s work and Heroes, Horses &
Hounds, visit www.heroeshh.org.

About QHMA

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce was established in 1978 to
assist businesses in the Quaboag Hills
Region, serving the towns of Belcher-
town, Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland, Mon-
son, New Braintree, North Brookfield,
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren,
and West Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance economic
growth and tourism in the region, to be
an advocate for policies that achieve the
development goals of the communities,
and to advance the interests of its mem-
bers.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce offers more than just net-
working opportunities. It helps the busi-
ness community from the smallest en-
trepreneurs to the largest corporations;
through trainings, seminars, and more.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce is located at 4 Springfield
St., Suite 525, Three Rivers. For more
information, visit ghma.com, call 413-
283-2418 or email info@ghma.com.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15
16 17 18 19
20 21
25
29
34
38 39
41
44 49 50
51
56
60 64
65 66
- " L]
CLUES ACROSS 41, Removes from CGLUES DOWN 27. Automobile
1. Schoolhouse tool record 1. Cream puff 30. Repaired shoe
7. Martens 43, Partner to Mama 2. Road open 32. Belonging to the
13. Slags 44, Mythological bird 3. Stressed syllable bottom layer
14.0ne who scrapes ~ 45. Dash 4. Thailand’s former 35. Possesses
16. Centiliter 47, Hair product name 37. Soda
17. White wine 48, Two-year-old sheep 5. Cologne 38. Programs
19. Of | 51. Signs a deal 6. Recounted 39. In an unexpected way
20. Former Syracuse 53. Conifer 7. Garment of cloth 42. A bag-like structure
great Warrick 55. Autonomous 8. Airborne (abbr.) in a plant or animal
22. Relating to the ear republic in NW 9. Reproduced 43. For each
23. Sandwich shops Russia 10. Emits coherent 46. Unbelief
25. Viictories 56. Wife of Muhammed radiation 47. Seized or impaled
26. White (French) 58. British Air Aces 11. “Westworld” actor 49, Arrive on the scene
28. Self-immolation by~ 59. Ears or ear-like Harris 50. Especially happy
fire ritual appendages 12. Smallest intervalin -~ 52. Classic western film
29. Genus of parrots 60. Not caps Western music 54. Split pulses
30. Unhappy 61. Deep-hodied sea 13. Unstressed central ~ 55. Frida __; Painter
31. Talk incessantly dweller vowel 57. Start again
33. Type of Squad 64. Rural delivery 15. Lives in 59. Employee stock
34. Unit of perceived 65. Feeling 18. When you expect to ownership plan
loudness 67. Study of relations get somewhere 62. Young women’s
36. Violent seizure of of organisms to one ~ 21. Storage bags association
property another 24. One who covers with 63, Frozen water
38. Agave 69. Room to argue plastic 66. “The First State”
40. Sound units 70. Question 26. Cast out 68. Computers need one
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393
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INFLATABLE STAND UP PAD-
DLEBOARD with paddles and pump
included. Like new, $150. 413-427-
4920.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178.

FEMALE MODELS WANTED
FOR PHOTO SHOOT. $80 per ses-
sion. Future work available. Call 413-
727-9846. Email: bru2bru2@
comcast.net.

WANTED TO BUY

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

(Retro World )

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St,
Indian Orchard, MA

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald

Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

S
~ ’ A B Hauling and
o NP Removal Service

N

2**xxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. Tim
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper re-
moval, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet
painting. Quality workmanship, free es-
timates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chimney
repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

Lic. #105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

SEWING

LONGARM QUILTING. Reason-
able rates, quick turn-around. 15% off
quilting for seniors. Over 100 patterns.
Call 508-612-5898.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman'’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

A DR
1 2 3 4
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Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QA VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe
Sablack 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212,

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

HAMPDEN CARETAKER
Two bedroom farmhouse on scenic
property in Hampden available rent
free in return for property caretaking
and light housework.

Send personal and professional
information to:
hampdencaretaker@gmail.com
Only short-listed candidates will be

contacted.

QVCDC IS LOOKING for a part-
time facilities person to attend to three
properties in downtown Ware. Duties
include minor repairs, scheduling
necessary inspections and serving
as a liason with outside contractors.
Previous maintenance experience pre-
ferred. Please visit www.qvcdc.org
for information.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME HIGHWAY TRUCK
DRIVER/EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR/LABORER. Applicants must
possess a Massachusetts Class B
CDL with Air Brake Endorsement
and possess or be able to obtain 2B
or higher & 4G Hoisting Engineer's
licenses within 6 months of hire. Ap-
plication and complete job description
are available online at www.hun-
tingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Position is
open until filled. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME ASSISTANT TREA-
SURER. Application and complete
job description are available online
at www.huntingtonma.us or by
emailing admin@huntingtonma.
us. Position is open until filled. Town
of Huntington is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get resuits!
Call 413-283-8393
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- public safety -

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Nov. 4-11, the
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 10 buildinglproperty
checks, 24 directedlarea patrols, four ra-
dar assignments, two traffic controls, five
emergency 911 calls, five citizen assists,
two assist other agencies, two complaints,
one fraud, one safety hazard, four animal
calls and seven motor vehicle stops in the
town of New Braintree.

Monday, Nov. 4
1:12 p.m. Assist Citizen, Ravine
Road, Officer Handled
2:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
4:47 p.m. Medical Emergency, Sibley
Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Nov. 5
10:06 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
Hardwick Road, Spoken To

Wednesday, Nov. 6
2:31 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Me-
morial Drive, Officer Handled

Thursday, Nov. 7
12:37 p.m. Fraud, Padre Road, Offi-
cer Handled

1:03 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, North
Brookfield Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

4:18 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial
Drive, Officer Handled

Friday, Nov. 8
3:40 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehi-
cle Operations, Oakham Road, Officer
Handed

Saturday, Nov. 9

9:39 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial
Drive, Officer Handled

9:47 a.m. Assist Citizen, Barr Road,
Officer Handled

4:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Barre
Road, Written Warning

5:16 p.m. Safety Hazard, Wine Road,
Services Rendered

Sunday, Nov. 10

2:54 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial
Drive, Services Rendered

4:27 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-
hicle Operations, West Brookfield Road,
Unfounded

10:24 pm. Medical Emergency,
Hardwick Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

Local police officers honored
for heroic actions

Eight members of the Municipal Po-
lice Training Committee’s Holyoke Po-
lice Academy were honored this spring
for their actions at the scene of a motor
vehicle accident.

Student officers included Steven
Fritscher of the Ware Police Depart-
ment, Tyler Hosley of the Barre Police
Department, Deven Kingman of the
Sturbridge Police Department, Jacob
Podmore of the South Hadley Police
Department, Taina Rivera of the Chi-
copee Police Department, Connor Shea
of the Amherst Police Department,
Korey Therrien of the Chicopee Police
Department and Bianca Dixon of the
University of Massachusetts Police De-
partment.

“These students officers didn’t hesi-
tate to use lessons from their academy
training, moving swiftly to remove a vic-
tim from their vehicle, extinguish flames,
and mitigate for obvious hazards,” said
MPTC Holyoke Academy Director Mi-
chele Lyons in a press release. “Their
remarkable action and compassionate
approach to victims during a life-threat-
ening situation is truly exemplary.”

On Jan. 25, the students of the 2nd
Holyoke Recruit Officer Class were
traveling from the Holyoke Academy
to East Mountain Country Club for an
afternoon of speed measurement prac-
tical along the busy stretch of road.

Leaving the academy at approximate-
ly noon, there was a line of student cars
going up and over the stretch of Route
202 between Holyoke and Westfield.
The students encountered a serious two-
car accident that had just occurred, and
no public safety was on scene yet.

Several student officers immediately
got out of their vehicles and rushed into
the accident scene to help. Officer Taina
Rivera noticed that there were several
people around the vehicles and made
the decision to step back and contact
911. She was able to calmy relay infor-
mation to the dispatch personnel and
kept the communication line open until
help arrived.

Students assisted the driver and pas-
senger of the first vehicle. The passenger

was able to exit on their own, although
understandably dazed. They rendered
basic first aid and assisted the driver out
of the vehicle.

Both parties were moved from the
cars to a safer location.

The students quickly found out that
the second of the two vehicles they were
trying to enter was locked and they
could see it filling with smoke. Multiple
students went out to other vehicles now
stopped along the roadside and were
able to secure two fire extinguishers.

One student had a window breaking
tool in his own vehicle, and they were
able to gain access to the car by break-
ing one of its windows.

Officer Korey Therrien was able to
get into the passenger side of the vehicle
and remove the driver’s seatbelt. Once
the driver’s side door was open the stu-
dents realized the driver of the car was
injured to the point that they were not
able to remove him from the vehicle.

The group was able to deploy the fire
extinguishers and stop the flames and
smoke from entering the cabin through
the front of the car.

All these actions most likely hap-
pened in a span of less than five min-
utes. By the time the Staff Instructor
and Academy Director arrived on scene,
Holyoke Police Department, Holyoke
Fire and EMS were also arriving and
the students were instructed to clear the
scene.

They gathered with the Academy
Director on the roadside for safety and
injury checks. Once it was determined
that no student officers were involved in
the crash and only a few minor injuries
were sustained during the breaking of
the glass, students were instructed to re-
turn to the academy building for debrief
and next steps.

It is believed that the first car, travel-
ing from Westfield to Holyoke, crossed
the centerline and hit the second car
head on, just at the top of the hill by the
turn onto Apremont Highway. This is a
site of many accidents and an area of
concern for local drivers.
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Recent fires highlight increased
wildfire risk throughout the northeast

Brush fires continue to break out
across Massachusetts, Connecticut,
and other New England states as in-
creasing drought conditions, com-
bined with strong winds and dry air,
create ideal conditions for fires to ig-
nite and quickly spread.

According to the National Weath-
er Service, fire weather concerns also
remain in effect across the northeast
including as far south as New Jersey,
New York State, Pennsylvania, and
Washington, D.C.

“While most Northeast residents
consider wildfires a threat for other
parts of the country, they present risks
to all of us,” said Michele Steinberg,
director of the National Fire Protec-
tion Association wildfire division said
in a press release. “The brush fires
we’ve seen over the past several days
are evidence of these growing threats.”

The NFPA encourages the pub-
lic to stay vigilant and follow safety
guidelines for the safe handling and
disposal of ignition sources outdoors,
which can help minimize the risk of
brush fires and associated hazards:

Yard debris burns: Contact your
local fire department to determine the
requirements and restrictions for open
burning in your community. Follow
all local burn regulations, burn bans,
and outdoor burning restrictions in
your area. These can apply to both
debris burning and campfires.

Discarded cigarettes and other

smoking materials: Never throw away
lit cigarettes outside or toss matches
or other smoking materials from a
moving vehicle. These actions can ig-
nite dry grass and start a fire.

Vehicles and equipment: Practice
fire safety when using lawnmowers,
chainsaws, weed trimmers, grinders,
and tractors-all things that can throw
sparks. Make sure tow chains are
properly connected and not dragging
when pulling equipment or trailers be-
hind a vehicle.

Campfires: Before setting up a
campfire, check with your local fire
department to be sure it is permitted.
Follow all local burn regulations, burn
bans, and outdoor burning restric-
tions in your area.

About the NFPA

Founded in 1896, NFPA® is a
global self-funded nonprofit organiza-
tion devoted to eliminating death, in-
jury, property and economic loss due
to fire, electrical and related hazards.

The association delivers informa-
tion and knowledge through more
than 300 consensus codes and stan-
dards, research, training, education,
outreach and advocacy; and by part-
nering with others who share an inter-
est in furthering the NFPA mission.

For more information, visit www.
nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and stan-
dards can be viewed online for free at
www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.

- legal notices -

Town of East Brookfield
Conservation Commission

The Town of East
Brookfield Conservation
Commission will hold a
public hearing pursuant to
the Wetlands Protection
Act (MGL c. 131, s. 40) to
consider an Abbreviated
Notice of Resource Area

This

Delineation. The hearing
will be held at 7:00 PM
on November 19, 2024,
in Meeting Room A at the
Memorial Town Complex,
122 Connie Mack Drive,
East Brookfield, MA 01515.
Abbreviated
Notice of Resource Area
Delineation has been submit-

ted by Coley Campbell, CSX
Real Estate & Industrial
Development, 500 Water
Street, J-180, Jacksonville,
Florida, 32202, for proper-
ty located at “0” West Main
Street, East Brookfield,
MA 01515 (Assessors Map
006.0-0211-0049.0).
11/15/2024

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Part Time Office Clerk

The Warren Housing Authority is seeking a highly motivated individual for the part-
time administrative clerk to perform program support to the Executive Director.
Duties include but not limited to performing general clerical duties including
typing, answering phones, data entry, processing of applications including CHAMP,
determining housing eligibility as well as assisting applicants and residents, and

perform other related duties.

Candidate should have a proven history of being able to work independently and
as part of a team. The individual should possess initiative, be detail oriented,

organized, have the ability to multitask.

Qualifications: High School/GED, ability to communicate orally and in writing,

to understand and follow oral and written instructions, ability to utilize housing
software and Microsoft office. Also, the ability to establish and maintain effective
working relationships with applicants and residents, external agencies, co-workers
and the public from varying socio-economic backgrounds, and to maintain

confidentiality.

This Position is part time at 18 hours weekly at an hourly rate of $20.00.
Please submit cover letter and resume to Kenneth R. Martin, Consulting at
kenmartin1208@gmail.com. The position is open until filled.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

a

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

BLACK NOVEMBER!!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

HUGE APPLIANGE REBATES!
HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!

GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

SEE FLYER INSIDE!!!!
WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ = -5
e i el 508-885-9343

INANCING Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

We are thrilled to welcome Abby Arena

to the Michelle Terry Team at EXIT Real Estate Executives. As a full-time Realtor,
Abby leverages her understanding of the Massachusetts neighborhoods to
find the perfect homes for her clients in communities that meet their unique
needs. Abby is not only a dedicated member of the National Association of
Realtors and the Central Mass Association of Realtors, but is also known for
her problem-solving skills and keen attention to detail. Her commitment to clear
communication, relentless determination, and genuine passion for helping clients
find the right home makes her an invaluable addition to the Michelle Terry Team.
We are confident that our clients will benefit from her expertise and unwavering
dedication! If you are looking to buy or sell, give Abby a call! 774-922-0778

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

We Do More
So You Will
" Make More!!!

» Abby Arena EXIT Real Estate Executives
V2 | fealtor 130 W. Main Street

michelleterryteam.com . Spencer, MA 01562

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

THE"HAR

Our Donuts Are

Famously Delicious!

VISIT THE FARM FOR: =N —_——— —

* Honey ¢ Cheese | FREE I
1/2 Dozen

* Jams « Early Apples | Cider Donuts

e Maple Syrup

WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE
GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY .,

Southbridge Road, Warren, MIA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

WARE, CAPE $305,00

3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home. Nice
hardwood floors , tile floor in the
B eat-in kitchen.Large fenced in

" yard. There is a whole house
generator, 200 amp electrical
service, enclosed 3 season room with ceiling fans.
Detached 2 car garage and a carport., driveway is paved.
Vinyl sided.. Please contact me for more details.

CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
o Bt e 180 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FORE
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! g
LANDSCAPE STONE >

> ) ALL SIZES p=
= White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue ¢ Brown ¢ Purple >
’ Red ¢ Lt Gray * Dark Gray =
=] SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING ®
% Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand Es
A Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand  Utility Sand Y3
5 Chip Stone e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel =
G,  Crushed Asphalt * Crushed Concrete * Cold Patch T
T; Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
CA PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
3’ 98 North Spencer Road,
fi‘ Route 31N, Spencer, MA
() 508-885-6100
: 508-885-2480
s Sand, Gravel & Asphalt < ---
( 7 )
dventure f v( mmn &

\?r’y

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE 2025

Book now for Best Cabins! Deadlines soon...

TINORWEGIAN
P~ CRUISE LINE®
SHIPS'REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise... from $1499
MAY 23
7-Night Bermuda Cruise... from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

‘Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy
Over 56 years of service.

24 hour care, Medical Management,
Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained,
compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber
Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

MS + NN PalNninG

AND HOME MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Home Painting & Maintenance

Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists
NO JOB ISTOO SMALL - FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

2 Lane 21, Brookfield (

Live your LAKESIDE DREAM at this unique, m

ticulously maintained TURN-KEY home w/150ft
of sandy beach front on SOUTH POND, a 70ft
deep fully recreational lake. You will be greet-
ed by a beautiful 4 season sunroom w/built in £
screens & custom made panels for winter. 1st fl
has 8 1/2” European White Oak Floors, an eat-in kitchen with stunnlng views of the
lake, sliders to the rebuilt deck, living room w/vaulted ceiling and fireplace. Dining
room & full bath. 2nd floor you have master bedroom w/beamed ceiling, skylight,
spacious closets & view of the lake, another bedroom & full bath. The finished walk-
out lower level has brand new flooring, family room or 2nd living room, third bed-
room, half bath & laundry. There are doors leading out to a private patio area. Off the
patio you will find brand new stairs leading down to your private 150’ beach area
with 50" aluminum dock & ramps & 1998 Mastercraft boat INCLUDED. This home
has gone through a modernized restoration in the past 5 years. $824’900

Broker/Owner e LISA CARON e Notary Public
caronlisarick@aol.com e lisacaron.com
42 West Main Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

508-341-8299

LlS/\ CARON

— | ReaL esTATE

GIDER DONUTS

U PICK APPLES ALL OCTOBER

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 » 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

\ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com )

Pre-order your
Thanksgiving Dinner

Whether you're hosting a large gathering or a
smaller holiday, Farmer Matt's Thanksgiving meals
have you covered. Our fully-cooked feasts are
prepared with care and include everything you
need for a stress-free meal, from succulent turkey
to your favorite sides and pies—all made with the
freshest ingredients.

Pre-order online or by phone (508) 980-7085.

) Farmer Matt”

Open 7 days a week.

FarmerMatt.com
860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA




