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At Joy of Beans, the good time rolled

Coffee and Art Jubilee
featured local artists

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD —
Scheduled to begin at 3p.m.
exhibitors were all setup
before time for The West
Brookfield Coffee and Art
Jubilee.

On Saturday Nov. 8 in
front of and inside Joy Hin-
ton’s Joy of Beans Coffee at
12 East Main St., a bit of
New Orleans would come to
West Brookfield.

Even before one got close
you could hear Alex, a po-
lice officer on the job. No, he
wasn’t arresting folks. Rath-
er, he was wailing away on
his saxophone.

Hinton, impresario of Joy
of Beans Coffee, with her
husband had met Alex as he
was playing in Northamp-
ton. Later they would
search him out for a family
event. Obviously, they kept
in touch, and it was a good
thing as the man did a lot for
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Mary Remington holds up a cabin and cups she made out of clay.

the mood.

Hinton must live a good
life. Last summer, she and
Rebecca Fay, of West Brook-
field Art & Frame next door,
held a solstice event on a day
of perfect weather. Nov. 8
would also have great cli-
mate. Mid-autumn, so a

sweater or jacket might be in
order, but still lovely. Hinton
herself, is hardy and sailed
through the day in a Joy of
Beans tee.

Out front were many ex-
hibitors, some that have been
regulars at West Brookfield
events and others new.

The first table, near the
shop itself, belonged to Su-
san Linnéa Kallander whom
we have met at other local
markets. She does pet por-
traits and makes earrings out
of gemstones and clay.

Next to her was Ware
native and West Brookfield
Winter Market regular Ber-
nie Wilson.

Wilson is a world-class
recycler, making pens out
of old pallets because he is
“too cheap to buy wood.”
Many of his pens at this
market were made from the
American Chestnut taken
from the reconstruction of
the Ware-Hardwick covered
bridge. The near extinction
of the American Chestnut is
a story in itself.

On his table, as well as
pens, were a plethora of
kitchen utensils, also with
parts made from recycled
wood.

Wilson, with his wife
Debby, operates as B&D En-
terprises.

See COFFEE AND ART
PAGE 6

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE - The
calendar has Veterans Day
as Nov. 11, but in Stur-
bridge, at the Old Burial
Ground, it would be ob-
served on the sixth day of
the 11th month and with it
we would say an early hap-
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Town Administrator Robin Grimm is shown with Robert Briere during a Vet-
erans Day remembrance held at the Old Burial Ground on Nov. 6.

Veterans remembered
at Old Burial Ground

py birthday to the 250th
year of our country’s birth.

The program at the Old
Burial Ground was the
project of Robert Briere.
Brier is an Air Force veter-
an.

Several years ago, he

See VETERANS
PAGE 9

Quaboag Hills Chamber of
Commerce held Annual Dinner

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— It gets dark early in No-
vember, and the evenings
are chilly, but at the West
Brookfield landmark, The
Salem Cross Inn, it is warm
inside, especially when
there is a convivial gather-
ing enjoying each other’s
company.

Thursday, Nov. 6 was the
day of the Quaboag Hills
Chamber of Commerce’s
Annual Meeting for 2025.
Members and guests began
coming around 5 p.m. and
there was much catching up
and getting acquainted as
the people filtered in.

We were greeted warmly
by the CEO James Przypek
as well as Renee Niedziela
of J.Stolar Insurance Agen-

¢y, who also serves as presi-
dent of the Chamber.

lads, Michael Rouette, Ex-
ecutive Vice President and
Chief Operating Officer,
and Dan Moriarty, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive
Officer of Monson Savings
engaged us in conversation.

A couple of mischievous

See QUABOAG HILLS
PAGE 9

Tantasqua hosted annual Christmas Craft Fair

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - It’s
never wrong to start holi-
day shopping early as the
annual Christmas Craft
Fair took place this past
weekend.

Shoppers  had  the
chance to explore over 140
vendors, enjoy delicious
food, and see new features
in this year’s craft fair at
Tantasqua Regional High
School. For over a decade,
the school has offered this
Christmas Craft Fair, and
many community members

See CRAFT FAIR PAGE 8

Santa Claus made his way to Tantasqua Regional High School during the

annual Christmas Craft Fair.
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‘Shrek’ steps out of the
swamp and onto the stage

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Students Auguste Bellerose and Eliza Brown star as Shrek and Fiona in
“Shrek the Musical” at Quabbin Regional Middle/High School. The musical

was performed this past weekend.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

BARRE - Quabbin Per-
forming Arts is getting ready
to peel back the layers of a
reclusive ogre’s life and re-
veal a beautiful love story
more magical than any that
has come before it.

Opening last weekend,
“Shrek the Musical” took
to the stage at Quabbin Re-
gional Middle/High School,
800 South St., with a cast
full of fairy tale characters,
led by a reluctant hero, his
quirky sidekick and a prin-

See SHREK PAGE 10

Select Board promoted Bonneau to fire lieutenant

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - Fire-
fighter/Paramedic Matthew
Bonneau was promoted to
the rank of lieutenant by the
Select Board at the Nov. 3
meeting.

Bonneau has been with
the Fire Department since
2018 and has also served as
Assistant Training Coordi-

nator and Fire Investigator.

Fire Chief John A. Grasso
Jr. said Bonneau also assists
the department with main-
taining the radios and vehicle
emergency equipment, along
with training and orienting
new employees.

“He places a big emphasis
on education,” Grasso said
of Bonneau.

Grasso said Bonneau
is a “uniquely qualified”
candidate for the position

of lieutenant and that he
“performed  outstanding”
throughout the written exam
and assessment center.
Abatement request
Town Administrator Rob-
in Grimm said a resident
from Audubon Way present-
ed a request for a water/sewer
abatement due to unusually
high water usage during the
months of July and Septem-

See STURBRIDGE PAGE 8
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- community -

Local restaurants give back with free meals

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

As many people who
need help to purchase food
through the government’s
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program face uncer-
tainty with receiving fund-
ing this month, many local
restaurants are offering help
and a warm meal.

North Brookfield

JARS Caf¢ & Bakery, 23
Summer St., is offering a
free grilled cheese sandwich,
cup of soup (either chicken
noodle or tomato), cookie
and a choice of either water,
tea or coffee to anyone with
a SNAP/Electronic Benefits
Transfer card.

Owner Sujoy Spencer said
the staff at the café want
to help those in need in the
community, even though the
café does not receive reim-
bursement for the meals from
the government.

“I want to be here for my
community,” Spencer said.

To receive a free meal,

people must show their
SNAP/EBT card and ID.
One meal will be provided
per cardholder.

This offer will be available
each day the café is open,
while supplies last. Meals are
available for dine-in, or for
take-out.

Paige, who is the winter
manager and baker at JARS
Café¢ & Bakery, said she
hopes that more people will
come into the café and enjoy
the free meal.

A donation jar is located
inside the café for people to
give money in order to assist
with the costs of providing
the free meal.

“We will continue to offer
this meal until SNAP/EBT
benefits improve,” Paige said.

Brookfield

The Clam Box, 245 West
Main St., Route 9, is offer-
ing the Community Cares
Project, which will provide
free pasta dinners to anyone
needing help with food se-
curity. These dinners will be
available to go and will feed
the appropriate number of

people in your family.

According to The Clam
Box’s Facebook page, there
will be no questions asked of
people requesting meals

People can help support
this program by donating
money, prepaying for a fam-
ily’s meal, or dropping off
nonperishable food items in
the restaurant’s Take It or
Leave It box.

“Your family should not
go hungry,” owners Tim and
Cindy Dugas said in a social
media post.

In its first week, the Com-
munity Cares Project fed
over 150 people with more
than 250 meals donated by
members of the community.

Sturbridge

B.T.’s Smokehouse, 392
Main St., is offering free
“one pot” meals to anyone
in need on Tuesdays until
SNAP funding is restored.

Anyone in need of a meal
is encouraged to come to the
back door of the restaurant
(through the fence) anytime
after 3 p.m. on Tuesdays and
staff will hand them a pan of

food, no questions asked.

“We are going to do what
we can to help those in need,”
said Brian Treitman, the
restaurant’s owner and chef
when he announced the one
pot meals on social media.

In 1its first week, the
restaurant “sold out” its one
pot meals with almost 50
meals served to people in the
community.

Gido’s Brick Oven Pizza
& Ice Cream, 367 Main St.,
will offer free trays of food
to families in need on Thurs-
days after 3 p.m.

Please call the restaurant
at 508-213-3229 and ask for
Ted. This is so restaurant
staff can have the food pre-
pared and ready for a sched-
uled pick-up time at the back
door.

“Serving our communi-
ty is at the forefront of our
hearts, and we want to serve
beyond our doors to lessen
the worry so many people
may be experiencing,” own-
ers Jenna and Ted Gidopou-
los said in a Facebook post.

Veterans Legacy Trail features interactive map of war memorials

The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration launched the
Massachusetts Veterans Leg-
acy Trail, a first-of-its-kind
project cataloging more than
1,200 war memorials across
Massachusetts.

Developed as a signature
initiative of the Massachu-
setts 250th Anniversary com-
memoration, the Trail hon-
ors the service and sacrifice
of veterans and military ser-
vice from the Revolutionary
War to the present day.

The new initiative features
both an interactive website
and a companion brochure,
designed to help residents
and visitors explore Mas-
sachusetts’ military history
in engaging and accessible
ways.

The Veterans Legacy Trail
includes the Brookfield War
Veterans Memorial, the Stur-
bridge Revolutionary War
Patriots Memorial Mark and
the New Braintree Veterans
Monument.

Located near the town
center, the Brookfield War
Veterans Memorial honors
local residents who served
from the Civil War to today.
The site features several mon-
uments, including tributes
to those who fought in the
Civil War, World War I, the
Spanish-American War, and
a 9/11 remembrance marker.

The Sturbridge Revolu-
tionary War Patriots Memo-
rial Marker commemorates
the men and women of Stur-
bridge who fought for Amer-
ican independence, honor-
ing their valiant service in
the struggle for liberty from
Great Britain. Erected by the
Massachusetts State Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution, the marker was
installed to commemorate
the 250th anniversary of the
United States.

New Braintree Veterans
Monument is a granite me-
morial that honors the town’s
residents who served in the
U.S. military. It is located at
the intersection of Memorial
Drive, Hardwick Road, and
Old Common Road, beside
the Town Hall in New Brain-
tree.

“Massachusetts has al-
ways been at the heart of
America’s story,” said Gov-
ernor Maura Healey. “With
the Veterans Legacy Trail,
we’re connecting Massachu-
setts residents and visitors
alike with the sacrifices of
generations who served, and
ensuring their legacy is part
of how we commemorate
our nation’s 250th anniver-
sary.”

“The Veterans Legacy
Trail makes history tangible,”
said Lieutenant Governor

Kim Driscoll. “Whether it’s
a neighborhood monument
like Bunker Hill in Charles-
town or a landmark like Bat-
tleship Cove, these sites tell
stories that belong to all of
us — and they help us teach
future generations the mean-
ing of service and sacrifice.”

“Our veterans’ history is
Massachusetts history,” said
Veterans Services Secretary
Jon Santiago. “This project
is about honoring those who
came before us, while making
it easier for families, schools,
and communities to explore
and engage with their legacy.
We're proud to partner with
MAZ250 and the Massachu-
setts Office of Travel and
Tourism to bring this vision
to life.”

“The Massachusetts Vet-
erans Legacy Trail exempli-
fies the collaborative spirit of
MA250,” said Kate Fox, Ex-
ecutive Director at the Mas-
sachusetts Office of Travel
and Tourism. “It honors the
courage of those who fought
for life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness, while con-
necting communities through
shared stories. Trails like this
invite visitors and residents
to explore our state in new
ways, strengthening our role
as leaders and revolution-
aries and deepening tourism,
education, and civic pride.”

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069
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The project was formally
launched at Battleship Cove
in Fall River with Lieutenant
Governor Kim Driscoll, Sec-
retary of Veterans Services
Jon Santiago, and partners
from the Massachusetts leg-
islature, Office of Travel and
Tourism and the MA250
Commission.

About the project

The Veterans Legacy Trail
website offers a searchable
map of more than 1,200
memorials in towns and cit-
ies statewide. Each entry in-
cludes location information,
photographs, and historical
context.

Users can search by re-
gion, war era, or community
to uncover local stories of
service and sacrifice.

As a companion to the
digital platform, the Veter-
ans Legacy Trail brochure
compliments the digital plat-
form by featuring the top
10 memorials in each of the
Commonwealth’s six regions.
Modeled after the Massa-
chusetts Ice Cream Trail,
the brochure provides an
easy-to-use, family-friendly
encouraging residents and
visitors to explore landmarks
that define Massachusetts’
military history.

The Veterans Legacy Trail
website is now live at mass.
gov/vetstrail and you can
view a digital copy of the
brochure here.

For more information on
the Massachusetts 250th An-
niversary, visit www.massa-
chusetts250.org.

Holiday Fair to be
held Nov. 22

WEST BROOKFIELD -
The George Whitefield Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 33
West Main St., will host its
annual Holiday Fair on Sat-
urday, Nov. 22 from 9 a.m.-2
p.m., featuring baked goods,
hand knits and crafts, jams,
fudge, holiday décor and
Thrift Store.

Coffee and Donuts will be
available in the morning and
a lunch of homemade soups
and hotdogs will be served
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

For more information you
may call Heidi at 978-989-
5736.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

A season of giving

Ways to support the
region this holiday
season

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

During the holidays
there are various ways to
help those in need of ex-
tra assistance.

Throughout  central
and western Massachu-
setts there are families in
need of food and cloth-
ing assistance. There are
various communities
with volunteer run orga-
nizations who are work-
ing hard to collect food
and clothing for families
and individuals in need.
These organizations and
local businesses are get-
ting involved by leaving a
donation box or drop-off
space that folks can drop
off food and clothing that
will be collected and dis-
tributed.

These  organizations
operate effectively thanks
to volunteers and donors
who wish to make a dif-
ference in the lives of
those who need of assis-
tance during the holiday
season. Each town listed
has a resource of where
donors can go to provide
food and clothing.

Barre

The Barre Food Pan-
try is a registered 501c3
charity that collects food
from local donors, area
markets and the Worces-
ter County Food Bank.
The volunteers serve
more than 100 area fam-
ilies with a twice-monthly
distribution at the Barre
Congregational Church
and with emergency de-
liveries during the month.

Donations of nonper-
ishable food are accept-
ed at the Barre Family
Health Center, the Barre
Senior Center on South
Barre Road, the Woods
Memorial Library, at St.
Joseph’s Church and at
The South Barre Rod &
Gun Club.

For more information,
visit www.barrefood-
bank.org. Ways to donate
can be found on the do-
nate page on the website,
click “How to Donate”.
Warren, West Warren &

West Brookfield

The Sharing Cupboard
Food Pantry opened its
doors to serve the com-
munity of West Brook-
field in the spring of 2002.
This community food
pantry now serves West
Brookfield, Warren and
West Warren.

Over the years, the
need has grown to the
point where the shar-
ing cupboard has served
around 75-90 families ev-
ery year.

This cupboard accom-
plished its mission thanks
to direct donations and
food drives. This year,
Boy Scout Troop 142 ran
a food drive in the center
of Warren to help benefit
residents of both towns.

Donations can be
brought to the First Con-
gregational Church of
West Brookfield, United
Church of Christ, at 36
North Main St. in West
Brookfield. For more in-
formation, call 508-867-
7078.

Ware

There are several lo-
cations in Ware that are
involved in collecting and
distributing food for the
community. The Ware Se-
nior Center has the Brown
Bag Food for Elders Pro-
gram provides a free bag
of groceries to eligible
seniors once a month at

local senior centers and
community organiza-
tions. There is the Jubilee
Food Cupboard, located
at the Trinity Episcopal
Church that is open every
Thursday from 9 a.m.-
noon. There is a drop-
off box at the Ware Big
Y Supermarket. There is
also the All Saints and &
St. Mary’s Church Food
Pantry. Information on
how to donate can be
found at www.warecatho-
lic.org/foodpantry.

The Knights of Co-
lumbus is also hosting
its annual Coats for
Kids drive. Donations of
new (or gently worn and
clean) coats, hats, gloves
and mittens will be ac-
cepted.

Drop-off locations are
at all three Ware Public
Schools, Nat Falk, the
Sharpest Edge Barber
Shop, and the Country
Bank branch on West
Street.

Monetary donations
can be made to Ware
Knights of Columbus
Council 183, P.O. Box 88,
Ware, MA 01082. Please
put “Coats for Kids” in
the check memo.

On Saturday, Nov. 15,
Bruce Marshall of 97.7
FM will be hosting a live
broadcast for Coats for
Kids from Nat Falk from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Make a
donation during this time
and you will receive a 10%
discount off anything in
the store.

This radiothon is spon-
sored by Country Bank.

Families in need of
coats for their children
can contact the School
Superintendent’s  office
at Ware Public Schools.
Any extra coats received
during Coats for Kids
will be distributed to the
town’s food pantries.

The Brookfields

The Clam Box in East
Brookfield hosted a coat
drive this past week-
end that went directly to
the Friendly House of
Worcester. Over 400 coats
were donated by members
of the community to help
those during the coldest
time of the year.

The Clam Box has a
“Take It or Leave It” box
to collect nonperishable
food items for residents
in need and is also of-
fering free pasta dinners
through its Community
Cares Project.

The Brookfield Con-
gregational Church col-
lects non-perishable
food items to support
the Brookfield Ecumen-
ical Food Pantry. The
Brookfield  Ecumenical
Food Pantry is open on
Wednesdays and Satur-
days from 9:30-11 a.m.
For more information,
please call Louise Wood-
ard at 508-867-3891.

The East Brookfield
Police and Fire depart-
ments will hold their
semi-annual food drive on
Saturday, Nov. 15 from 9
a.m.-noon at the Fire Sta-
tion. This food drive will
benefit the food pantry at
the East Brookfield Bap-
tist Church.

Sturbridge

People can donate win-
ter coats for children and
adults at Gido’s Brick
Oven Pizza & Ice Cream,
367 Main St., now
through Dec. 19. All sizes
of coats welcomed.

Coats received will be
professionally  cleaned
by Anton’s Cleaners and
distributed to families in
need through a network
of over 90 local social
service agencies, schools
and nonprofit organiza-
tions.
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Amateur radio club to
hold meeting Nov. 25

‘No Towers, No
Problem: Unlocking
Big Scores with Back-
yard Ingenuity’

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The Quaboag Valley Am-
ateur Radio Club welcomes
all amateur radio operators
and those interested in the
hobby to its monthly meet-
ing, where members explore
a wide range of topics relat-
ed to ham radio, public ser-
vice, and emergency com-
munications.

This month’s meeting
will be held on Tuesday,
Nov. 25 at 6:30 p.m. The
meeting takes place at the
West  Brookfield Senior
Center, 73 Central St.

Think you need stacks
of antennas and multiple
towers to crack the contest
leaderboards? Think again.
Join John, NI1PGA as he
discusses his ever-evolving
antenna farm—consistent-

ly landing Top-5 contest
scores without a single tow-
er in sight.

Whether you’re working
with a postage-stamp back-
yard, planning a stealthy va-
cation rig, or gearing up for
Field Day, POTA, or SOTA,
this session will challenge
your assumptions about the
need for a tower and spark
fresh ideas. You’'ll leave in-
spired, informed, and ready
to rethink what’s possible
with some home-brew an-
tennas, rope, creativity, and
a little RF magic.

QVARC meetings are
open to all—whether you’re
a licensed ham, studying
for your license, or simply
curious about the world of
amateur radio. The club
also offers regular license
testing for those looking to
obtain their amateur radio
license.

For more information
about the club, upcoming
events, or licensing oppor-
tunities, visit QVARC.com.

Senior Center lists events

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD -~ The North
Brookfield Senior Center,
located at 29 Forest St., will
offer the following events
and activities during the
month of November.

Free art classes will be
held on Thursdays with
wreath ornaments on Nov.
20 at 11 a.m. A free draw-
ing class will teach how to
create landscapes on Nov.
13.

Music bingo will be held

Quick.

on Monday, Nov. 17 at 10
a.m.

A presentation by Home
Health Agency will be held
on Wednesday, Nov. 12 at
11:30 a.m. and a fraud pre-
sentation by North Brook-
field Savings Bank will be
Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 11 a.m.

A Thanksgiving lun-
cheon will be held on
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at
noon. There is limited seat-
ing and the luncheon is first
come, first served.

- community -
Local artist featured at West Brookfield library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD —
The Merriam-Gilbert Public
Library recently welcomed
the artwork of Terrence J.
Kiernan.

Based out of West War-
ren, Kiernan has been in-
volved in art his whole life.
In addition to taking courses
in art school, Kiernan al-
ways made time to draw and
paint.

One of his preferred
styles is using loose colors,
where different colors bleed
into each other.

Over a dozen paintings
by Kiernan are featured in
this exhibit and showcases
his impressionistic style that
reflects a nature inspired
theme. One of his inspira-
tions Kiernan mentioned is
the work of French painter,
Claude Monet, who was a
leader of the Impressionist
movement.

Kiernan had an art piece
called “Bare Poles”, an acryl-
ic painting with a boat in the
middle. The painting with
the boat also had a great
background that has a sim-
ilar style to the impression
artwork that Monet worked
on a lot during his painting
career.

Another big inspiration
of Kiernan’s art is Norman
Rockwell, who had a more
realistic style to his artwork.
Kiernan described Rock-
well’s art as a photograph
and Kiernan said he likes art
that looks like a photograph.

Kiernan is a member of
the Quabbin Art Associ-
ation, an association that
promotes community inter-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Terrence J. Kiernan of West Warren is shown alongside his acrylic painting
“Homestead” at the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library.

est and appreciation in the
visual arts by providing edu-
cation, support, and oppor-
tunity for local artists. Kier-
nan has had his art featured
during Quabbin Art Associ-
ation’s exhibits throughout
Massachusetts.

Recently, his art was fea-
tured at the Palmer Library.
His art is also featured at
Lost Towns Brewing in Gil-
bertville alongside art from
other local artists.

Next year, Kiernan will be
going to the West Springfield
Library to have his artwork
featured. From December
2025 to February 2026, his
artwork will be at the Black
Birch Winery & Vineyard in
Hatfield.

In the last few years Kier-
nan has committed a lot of
time to his art and has re-
ceived a lot of positive feed-
back. His chosen art medi-
um is acrylic paint and many
art pieces around the art ex-
hibit at the Merriam Gilbert
Library are acrylic.

One art piece his very
proud of is called “Home-
stead”, an acrylic painting
that Kiernan describes as “a

Convenient.

Coming

Soon.

New England's favorite
urgent care is coming soon to
216 Charlton Road in Sturbridge.

convenient

Learn more at convenientmd.com

URGENT CARE

painting I can make a story
out of.” The painting shows
a grassy field, sky, and a
house on the righthand cor-
ner.

Kiernan worked on the
texture of the grass and
leaves viewers with them
wondering what is beyond
the hill at the top of the
homestead. The painting
also leaves the viewers won-
dering what the atmosphere
of the house is.

“I get lost in this one,” Ki-
ernan said about his “Home-
stead painting”. “Anyone
can make their own story.”

Kiernan does a lot of his

painting outdoors and has
had some inspiration from
nature. One of his pieces
named “Tiger Lilies” were
inspired by his neighbor’s
place across the street.

When it comes to artists
and their own artwork, Kier-
nan believes in being honest
with yourself. Art is some-
thing where you are always
moving and improving.

“Art is like a pursued tal-
ent,” Kiernan said. “You get
better when you exercise that
talent.”

Kiernan will have his
art exhibit displayed at the
Merriam-Gilbert Public Li-
brary, 3 West Main St., now
through December.

Terrence Kiernan’s art is inspired by
nature and has an impressionistic

style.

Terrence Kiernan’s art medium is acrylic paint and flowers and gardens were a

popular theme in this art exhibit.
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It was a lot of fun to
take part in a “meeting of
the minds” this past week,
where we were discussing
key maintenance tasks in the
young orchard at Old Stur-
bridge Village.

I left the meeting inspired
for my own young orchard,
and with renewed interest in
heirloom apples altogether.

I must make a trip to
Cold Spring Orchard to get
some Caville Blanc for the
Thanksgiving pies before
they are all gone! They are
surely the best pie apples, to
me at least!

Perhaps indulging in your
favorite apple varieties have
inspired you to consider a
home orchard as part of
your landscape. If so, this
column, straight from the
archives, is for you. Enjoy
the re-visit, as you ask your-
self some important ques-
tions. We all know that the
key to successful home apple
orchards appears to be fore-
thought. Purchasing fruit
trees should not be an “im-
pulse buy.”

What variety do you want
to grow? While I like heir-
looms, you may prefer some
of the newer, disease resis-
tant types.

- opinion -
A healthy orchard begins in the planning phase

Or maybe you want ap-
ples that span the seasons,
say Paula Red to start, Hon-
ey Crisp for mid-stream and
Gold Rush to finish it off.
Perhaps you’d like to make
cider or bake lots of pies.

There are apples
that are specifically
suited to how youd
like to use them. My
favorite place to buy
trees by mail order
is through Fedco in
Maine. Call 207-426-
0090 or log on to fedco-
seeds.com/trees to request
their “Trees” catalog.

You will glean lots of use-
ful information within the
pages of this catalog. I am
thrilled to know that they
are grafted on site and ac-
customed to our climate!

How tall to you want
your trees to get? Apple trees
are available in dwarf, semi-
dwarf and standard size.

Their ultimate size is de-
termined mostly by the root-
stock onto which the named
variety is grafted.

Each has their pros and
cons. Dwarf trees can gener-
ally be maintained without
a ladder. They come into
bearing sooner but because
of their size produce fewer

apples than larger trees.
Staking and irrigation
are often necessary, because
of limited root systems.
They can b e

opinion, a few trees
positioned close to
- the house will be

by

planted relatively close to-
gether (six-eight feet) and
are generally short-lived.

Semi-dwarf trees are mid-
sized, bear well and are most
productive for two or three
decades. They are usually
spaced 12-14 feet apart from
one another.

Standard, or full-size
trees are those beauties of
our grandparent’s era. Ex-
tremely hardy, many are still
around and might even be
bearing fruit! Plan on 18 feet
or more between trees, with
a mature height of 15-20 feet
tall!

Where will you plant
them? With the size of the
trees determined, you can
now figure out how many

will fit in the space designat-
ed for your home orchard.
The best spot is one that
receives six-eight hours of
full sun per day.
Deep, well-drained soil
is ideal; never plant where
you know the water
table is high. In my

maintained  better
because they are in eye-
shot as compared to those
placed strategically out in
the back-forty. They tend
to nag you as you walk by:
“Time to prune!” “Why are
those leaves curled?” What
is that orange spot?” You
get the idea.

Is my soil any good? Fall
is a great time to take a soil
test.

First, slice a six-inch core
of soil from your intended
orchard with a stainless steel
trowel. Remove surface de-
bris and air dry.

Repeat several times and
mix the cores together. Then,
measure out a cup of soil to
send to the lab. If the loca-
tions you plan on planting
your apple trees vary consid-
erably, test them separately.

Official directions and

an order form are found on
http.//soiltest.umass.edu.
The standard soil test is $20.
Mention on the test that you
are growing apples and pH
and fertilizer recommenda-
tions will be specific to that
crop.

You can do something
this fall to make planting
easier next spring. Mark
out where your trees are to
go and dump a generous
amount of compost on top
of the grass in a circle three
feet in diameter. This will
start to break down the sod
and get the microbes in the
soil working.

With the planning part
behind you, it will be a lot
of fun to await the arrival of
your trees come springtime.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it to
pouimette@turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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By Ellenor Downer

Horned lark

Recently, the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society
reported the sighting of a
horned lark on the summit of
Mount Wachusett in Prince-
ton.

Only the male horned
larks have “horns.” They are
tiny and hard to see. Males are
sandy to rusty brown above
with a black chest band and a
curving black mask. The face
and throat are either yellow
or white. The female lacks
the horns and face mask. She
is brown with darker streaks
and has a white eyebrow and
white below.

They are about the size
of a robin and the only lark
species in North America.
The female lays three to four
pale gray to greenish white,
blotched and spotted with
brown eggs in a slight depres-
sion in the ground Incubation
is by the female and young are
fed by both parents. Young
may leave the nest after nine

to 12 days. They are not able
to fly for about another week.

Larks forage entirely by
walking and running on the
ground. Except when nesting,
they usually forage in flocks.
They eat seeds and insects.
They also eat berries. They
are present all year in most
areas from southern Canada
south. They are strictly mi-
gratory in the far north.

Mass Audubon bird
sightings

On Oct. 25 Wachusett
Mountain in  Princeton,
hawk  watchers reported
sighting from the summit two
northern harriers, ten sharp-
shinned hawks, nine Coo-
per’s hawks, 18 red-shoulder
hawks, four red-tailed hawks,
two American kestrels and
one merlin. In addition,
people saw two bald eagles,
37 turkey vultures and one
horned lark.

Helping birds

With more than 40 mil-
lion acres of lawn in the U.S.
alone, there’s huge potential
to support wildlife by replac-
ing lawns with native plant-
ings. People will have less
grass to mow by adding na-
tive plants. They then will be
able to watch the birds come
into their yard. They also

provide shelter and nesting
areas for birds. The nectar,
seeds and berries help feed
the birds.

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident
emailed on Oct. 17 that he
went to the Brimfield State
Forest a few days ago and
checked three ponds. He said,
“Not much about, one pond
had eight Canada Geese and
another had a group of wood
ducks. Maybe a couple dozen
in a beaver pond, it was dif-
ficult to get a count with all
the stumps and branches in
the water.”

He said, “In the yard the
Eastern Towhee and North-
ern Catbird were last seen the
second week of October. Be-
sides the usual suspect there
have been white-throated

Sparrows (most were the tan-
striped color form), common
yellowthroat (female). An
unusual sighting was a male
northern flicker taking a
drink at the bird bath. That is
the first time that I have seen
a woodpecker take a drink”
He also saw two dark-eyed
juncos, the first of the year in
his yard. One took a bath.
Sunflower seed heads

The Brimfield resident re-
ported the tufted titmouse
and northern cardinal really
like the sunflower seed

heads that he has been
hanging on one of my feeder
stations. Because of the black
bears, he has no bird feeders
out yet.

Warren ponds

The Brimfield resident

drove past the ponds in War-

ren. At the one on New Reed
Street, there was an adult
bald eagle, three mallards
and two double-crested cor-
morants.

Canada geese

I saw a flock of about two
dozen Canada geese land in a
harvested cornfield in Barre
this past Saturday. I do not
know if they were local geese
or some migrating south
from the north.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
PO. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005.
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When will my disability become my regular Social Security?
SOCIAL SECURITY

Dear Rusty:

I hope you can answer this
question.

I'm currently receiving
Social Security Disability
benefits, and I will be turn-
ing 65 in February 2026. 'm
confused as to how Social Se-
curity Disability transitions
to regular Social Security,
and when. I assume it’s age
65, but maybe it’s my retire-
ment date?

Also, does the amount
remain the same or will it
change? I'm not working.
I’ve been on SSDI for about
15 years. Thank you.

Signed: Disabled Senior

Dear Disabled Senior:
If you are collecting So-

|1

By Russell Gloor

cial Security Disability In-
surance benefits, those SSDI
benefits will automatically
convert to become your reg-
ular Social Security retire-
ment benefit when you reach
your SS Full Retirement
Age, which, in your case,
is age 67. For information,
FRA today is somewhere
between age 66 and 67, de-
pending on your year of
birth, and the full retirement
age for everyone born in

1960 or later is age 67.

The change from SSDI
to your regular Social Se-
curity benefit will be trans-
parent to you because your
monthly benefit amount will
remain the same. SSDI ben-
efits were originally awarded
to you based upon your full
retirement age entitlement
when you applied for SSDI,
even though you hadn’t yet
reached your FRA when
you went on SSDI. Thus,

the monthly benefit amount
will not change because it is
based on your lifetime earn-
ings record, from before you
became disabled.

FYI, although age 65 was
once Social Security’s “re-
tirement age,” full retirement
age for Social Security today
is based on the year you were
born. So, your SSDI benefit
will automatically switch to
become your regular Social
Security retirement benefit
as soon as you reach age 67.
Essentially, the only thing
that will change is the Social
Security Trust Fund from
which your benefits will be
paid.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its

staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Secu-
rity Association To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

OPINION PAGE/
LETTERS

POLICY

etters to the edi-
tor should be 250
words or less in

length, and guest col-
umns between 500 and
800 words. No unsigned
or anonymous opinions
will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also
include his or her town
of residence and home
telephone number. We
authenticate  authorship
prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or
withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous, un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks, or defa-
mation of character.

Send opinions to:

Letters to the Editor, 80
Main Street, Ware, MA
01082 OR e-mail to poui-
mette@turley.com. Dead-
line for submission is
Monday at noon for the
following week’s edition.

Our
advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them
know
you saw
their ad
in the

Quaboag

Current
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WI I Saluting Our Servicemembers

Members of Ladies Auxilary of Sawyer-Mathieu-Kearns American Legion Post 41 of North Brookfield. Members of Sawyer-Mathieu-Kearns American Legion Post 41 of North Brookfield.

Members of VFW Post 3439 of Notth Brookfield. Members of Ladies Auxiliary of Adams-Coney-Frew American Legion Post 244 of West Brookfield.

Members of Sons of Adams-Coney-Frew American Legion Post 244 of West Brookfield Members of Adams-Coney-Frew American Legion Post 244 of West Brookfield.
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WEST BROOKFIELD —
Please join the town of West
Brookfield, as it kicks off the
33rd Annual White Christ-
mas celebration on Sunday,
Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

There will be fun for folks
of all ages going on through-

out the day.

The West Brookfield
White Christmas Commit-
tee encourages everyone

to come out and enjoy the
town’s annual kick-off of

the holiday season by tour-
ing the historic town, stroll-
ing the downtown district,
exploring local businesses
and open houses, decorating
gingerbread houses in the
Great Hall, meeting Santa
for a quick picture, as well
as dropping off those letters
headed directly to the North
Pole.

There will be horse drawn
carriage rides throughout
the day as well as shopping

- community -
33rd Annual White Christmas returns on Dec. 7

with dozens of vendors set
up throughout town. A pup-
pet show, an elf hunt and ice
carvings are sure to keep ev-
eryone’s spirits high.

There will be plenty for
the entire family to come and
enjoy. If you are lucky, you
may just see Father Christ-
mas strolling the streets and
greeting our visitors in town.
Stick around to close the day
with our holiday concert lo-
cated in the Great Hall of

the Town hall to hear some
lovely voices, courtesy of
the Saint Thomas Aquinas
School Choir.

Members of the West
Brookfield White Christmas
Committee 2025 are excited
to be able to share this fun-
filled day with both residents
and non-residents alike. This
is a free event brought to you
courtesy of local businesses
and town supporters.

The committee encour-

ages everyone from all walks
of life to come and enjoy the
town, and kick off the holi-
day season with lots of fes-
tive events throughout town
to interest everyone.

Maps of town open hous-
es and vendors can be picked
up in various local business,
by accessing the Facebook
page (“33rd Annual White
Christmas in West Brook-
field”) or by emailing: whi-
techristmaswb@gmail.com.

Committee members
look forward to seeing every-
one explore West Brookfield
and all the excitement the
holiday season brings. They
remind folks to be mindful
as the health and safety of
all guests is priority in West
Brookfield.

Parking is available free
throughout town and shuttle
services are available outside
Gavitt Wire.

COFFEE AND ART
FROM PAGE 1

Oh, if you ever feel you
need to call a deer, Wilson
makes deer calls.

With a table laden with
various colorful crockery, it
could only be Mary Rem-
ington of Ware. Remington’s
various shapes and sizes of
cups were outdone by the
clay cabins in which she lit
incense that would come out
of the little houses.

Rarely is she at a loss for
words, and provided us a
quote for the day, “Clay is
a non-renewable resource,
Creativity is a bottomless
source.”

Thus, it is not surprising
that Remington is a song-
writer, and had with her a
disc with new songs. The
album’s name is “In Em-
budo”. This is not a mystic
incantation, but the town in
Mexico where the recording
was done.

One artist, working in
paint and canvas, Tara Erin,
had several on display, but
two stood out, not just be-
cause they were larger than
many of the others, but the
subject matter. Her rendi-
tion of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe more than catches the
eye and the painting next
to it has brilliant colors that
surround the brilliant ac-
tress and vocalist of another
century, Jeanette MacDon-
ald, often paired with singer
Nelson Eddy and many a
duet. “Ah, Sweet Mystery
of Life.”

Erin’s work is mystical as

TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

Artist Tara Erin is shown with a painting of Jeannette MacDonald.

she notes: “Beauty heals us,
that the story roots, and that
the muse is always waiting—
just beneath the noise.”

The west most table be-
longed to Tori Cummings
who has had an odyssey of
a health journey, from near
death on an operating table,
saved only by the doctor’s
refusal to do the procedure,
to treating herself back to
health.

Cummings, with her fian-
¢é Julian, had a selection of
products for skin care and
face care as well as aroma-
therapy and herbal teas that
helped her regain health.

A mother and daugh-
ter came selling Sunflower
Herbal Soap, and Tender
Heart Arts crochet earrings,
and seemed to be having a
good time.

Then there was the local
boy, Lucas whose grand-
mother taught him how to
draw. He came to the market

Lucas displayed his handmade
Christmas cards.

Susan Linnéa Kallander displayed her earrings and pet portraits.

and sold Christmas cards.
Colleen of Amethyst De-
sign had seed bead earrings
and she also propagates
plants and holds plant par-

Publications, Inc.

Turley Publications
would like to
help you show off
the newest
member of
your family

this Christmas,

FOR
FREE!

Mail to:

Turley Publications
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
Attn: Jamie Joslyn
Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2025.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-26, 2025.

Logan Distler

September 22, 2024

Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Baby’s Name:

Birthdate:

Parents’ Names:

Parents’ Town of Residence:

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:

(]

Agawam Advertiser
News

Barre Gazzette
Chicopee Register
Country Journal
The Holyoke Sun
Journal Register

ooodono

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)

Please check the newspaper
you would like your announcement to appear.

Deadline for photos and forms is
Friday, December 12, 2025

Quaboag Current
The Register
Sentinel

Town Reminder
Ware River News
The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times

oodood

ties. And Alexandra Leigh
had lovely art.

Inside Joy of Beans there
was, of course, coffee, but
teas and other beverages as

Art Jubilee.

Alex set the mood with his saxophone
during the Coffee and Art Jubilee.

well as assorted pastries.
Arrayed on the tents
that had been put up ear-
lier were lights that as the
day progressed into eve-
ning enhanced the inti-
mate atmosphere of the

A chess match was underway in the midst of the excitement at the Coffee and

Alexandria Leigh displayed her art-
work.

venue. All too soon, 7 p.m.
would arrive and though
no one was shooed away,
the evening would have to
end.

What can Hinton do to
top this?

CLUES DOWN

28. Parks and DeLauro
are two

CLUES ACROSS 35. Bleated

1. Expression of 37. Fifth note of a major
surprise scale

4. Keyboard key 39. Paddle

7. One who works on
lights

12. Notable children’s
story

15. Fall back into a bad
pattern

16. Eye parts

18. Atomic #18

19. Of she

20. Farm state

21. One point south of
southeast

24. British media entity

27. Asian garment

30. Drench

31. Expressions of
pleasure

33. Turf

34. UK trade union

(abbr.)

41. Monetary unit of Italy

42. American classical
pianist

44. Shuts down for the
day

47. Seize

48. Soluble ribonucleic
acid

49. Greeting

50. Some cars still
need it

52. Atomic #22

53. Let go

56. Marched in public

61. U.S. residents,
Mexicans and
Canadians

63. Hostilities

64. Speak aloud

65. River in NE Scotland

1. Razorbill genus

2. Longtime Baltimore
tight end

3. Performs on stage

4. Supports a sentiment

5. Rugged mountain ranges

6. Broadway songwriter
Sammy

7. Snakelike fish

8. Men’s fashion accessory

9. Hospital worker

10. Something to scratch

11. No (Scottish)

12. Vlolcanic ash

13. Of this

14, American jazz drummer
Watts

17. Drop down

22. English dialect

23. Predatory seabirds

24, Imams’ deputies

25. Fertility god

26. Fence material

29. Distinctive smell (Brit.)

32. Protein-rich liquids

36. Touch lightly

38. Season for Catholics

40. Boat race

43. Police actions

44. Chinese river

45. Waterfall (Scottish)

46. Walk ostentatiously

51. Type of carpet

54. Mauna __, Hawaiian
volcano

55. Sea eagles

56. An enclosure for
confining livestock

57. Dry

58. An increase in price or
value

59. The highest point of
something

60. Government lawyers

62. Larry and Curly’s pal
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Cougars open up state tournament with victory

WARREN - Under
the lights last Mon-
day evening, Quaboag
Regional High School
girls soccer faced off
with Blackstone-Mill-
ville and scored a 4-0
shutout at home in the
preliminary round of
the Division 4 State
Tournament. The
Cougars were sched-
uled to face Douglas
in the Round of 32 fol-
lowing that matchup.
Quaboag improved to
11-6-2 with the win.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Olive Moulton makes an inter-
ception on the ball.

Isabelle Manzaro

makes a throw-in.

Lillian Grover is closely pursued by an opponent.

Madelyn Bagg turns play around after making a play.

Julia Queiroga makes her way up the field.

Asher Sargeant socks a free kick away.

Football
falls in

triple OT

BARRE - On a windy,
rainy night at Quabbin Re-
gional High School, the Pan-
thers had their final regular
season game against Gro-
ton-Dunstable. The matchup
featured some unusual scor-
ing as both teams dealt with
less than ideal conditions.
Groton-Dunstable would
score a touchdown during
the third overtime to escape
16-10. The visitors opened
the scoring with a safety
in the first quarter, coun-
tered by a rare high school
field goal from Quabbin’s
Chase Talbot, who made a
36-yarder for a 3-2 Quabbin
lead. Chase Talbot made it
10-2 with a touchdown run
in the third quarter before a
touchdown and two-point
conversion tied the score for
Groton-Dunstable, leading
to overtime. Quabbin did not
qualify for the state tourna-
ment and was scheduled for
nonplayoff action against old
rival Lunenburg.

Zakk Mielnicki goes for the tackle.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL

Wes Sanderson takes a run into traffic

The Quabbin offensive line gets ready for a play.

Pioneers fall in matchup with Ware

WARE - Last Friday night, Ware defeated
Pathfinder 16-12 in a nonplayoff matchup for
both teams. Ware found itself in nonplayoff
action following an upset loss against Palmer
two weeks ago. Ware faces Putnam in Week 10
while Pathfinder will have a vocational tour-
nament matchup with Smith Vocational of
Northampton.

Trevor Alexander hugs the ball on a carry.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHO-

Anthony Arventos drops back to pass.

70S.cOM

Jarret Skowyra starts a return for the Pioneers

Animas Kowalik makes a block.
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CRAFT FAIR
FROM PAGE 1

represent the vendors.

Vicky Whitten is an in-
structor of Business Tech-
nology at Tantasqua and is
the coordinator of the Craft
Fair. Whitten alongside some
helpful volunteers were greet-
ing guests at the front en-
trance and were selling raffle
tickets. The prizes for the raf-
fle were provided by the ven-
dors of this year’s Christmas
Craft Fair.

This fair will help ben-
efit tech programs through
the student organization,
SkillsUSA. This national
nonprofit organization helps
thousands of students with
registration fees and helps
students who enroll in train-
ing programs in trade, techni-
cal and skilled service occu-
pations.

Whitten  recalled one
of the earlier years of the
Christmas Craft Fair hous-
ing around 40 vendors. This
year, the craft fair has exceed-
ed 140 vendors. The vendors
consist of newcomers to the
annual Christmas Craft Fair
and many longtime vendors,
who have been coming for
nearly 15 years.

The efforts to put this
Christmas Craft Fair togeth-
er are made possible thanks
to over 65 volunteers. Whit-
ten said most of the volun-
teers are students of Tanta-

squa.
One first-time vendor at
the Christmas Craft Fair

comes from Charlton, Ju-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Sitting left to right are Cian Babcock, Owen Ashe, Spencer Wilkesman (Vice President), Fenton Michalak, Ethan Zhu
(President), Abbie Wotton (Historian), and Elle Kearns (Treasurer) representing the National Honor Society at Tantasqua
Regional High School during the Christmas Craft Fair. Members of NHS were hosting a bake sale.

lian Nowak. This crafter
has been quilting since she
started during her time in the
Girl Scouts at the age of 10.
Nowak has been sewing ever
since and has various goods
including pillowcases, baby
blankets, and various holi-
day-themed blankets.

In the hallway was a booth
representing the National
Honor Society. Members of
NHS were selling pies of all
flavors during the Christmas
Craft Fair. NHS members
baked over 50 pies for their
bake sale. Proceeds go to-
wards NHS scholarships and
the food drive.

To kick off the craft fair,
guests could go have break-
fast with Santa Claus at the
Tantasqua High School’s
Cornerstone  Café.  Kids
were able to share their hol-
iday wishes and enjoy a nice

breakfast with jolly old St.
Nick.

The visits from Santa
didn’t stop there. The jol-
ly man greeted guests at a
bookstand featuring copies
of the book, “If Mice Pulled
the Sleigh” by Bill Barnsley.
This adorable holiday story
was inspired by two things
according to Barnsley, Santa
Claus and children.

“I blame small children,”
Barnsley said joyfully.

This Christmas tale has
the author explore the chal-
lenges and antics of mice,
cats, dogs, ducks, snakes, or
elephants attempting to pull
Santa’s sleigh on Christmas
Eve. The illustrator for the
book is Mariano Epelbaum.

Jolly old St. Nick was close
by greeting children and fam-
ilies and taking pictures with
the kids during the Christmas

Craft Fair.

Beth Sthay of the Knot-
ty Knitter has been knitting
for 30 years and is a return-
ing vendor at the Christmas
Craft Fair. Sthay has been
coming to the craft fair at
Tantasqua for about 10 years
and brought some popular
products that her customers
enjoy. One popular item Is
the drink mitt, a knitted mitt
designed to hold a bottle.

Sthay began knitting
scarves and then soon
branched out to knitting
more products. Sthay was
wearing Tantasqua colors,
green and yellow, during her
time at the Christmas Craft
Fair.

Representatives of the Ro-
tary Club of Sturbridge were
in attendance at the Christ-
mas Craft Fair. This club be-
lieves in empowering commu-

Glenys Hachfeld, left, David Zonia and Lorraine Herbert represented The Ro-
tary Club of Sturbridge, which was hosting a lottery raffle to benefit local

scholarships and community projects.

nities and transforming lives.
Last year the Rotary Club in
Sturbridge raised over $8,000
for the food bank and $7,000
worth of scholarship fund-
ing. The club participates in
various community service
projects.

The Rotary Club of Stur-

bridge was hosting a lottery
raffle at the craft fair. Pro-
ceeds benefit local schol-
arships and community
projects. More information
can be found at www.stur-
bridgerotary.com and www.
facebook.com/sturbridg-
erotary.

Beth Sthay of The Knotty Knitter wore Tantasqua’s school colors at her booth
during the Christmas Craft Fair. Sthay is wearing her popular drink mitt.

STURBRIDGE
FROM PAGE 1

ber.

The resident said their
July water/sewer bill was al-
most six times the amount it
normally is. The resident said
they hired a contractor to
check for leaks at this time,
and none were detected.

He said his September bill
was about $2,300, and he was

directed by town officials to
fill out a request for abate-
ment. He said the two bills
for July and September total
about $5,000.

Recently, a small leak was
found in the resident’s sprin-
kler system line and it was re-
paired on the same day.

Department of Public
Works Director Heather
Blakeley said her department
checked the resident’s usage,
which showed “extreme us-

age” during the last quarter.
She said the data log indicat-
ed that the leak was intermit-
tent, going for a couple hours
during the day at a high rate,
before going back to normal.

“It repeated itself in this
manner basically from the
middle of May to the middle
of July,” she said.

Blakeley said she believes
it could be caused by the
sprinkler system leak, or
possible a toilet that is con-

tinuously running when the
homeowners were not home.

She said recent data shows
that this issue is no longer
happening.

“They are back down to
normal,” Blakeley said of the
resident’s usage.

Select Board Chair Ja-
mie Goodwin requested that
the resident’s usage meter
be checked to ensure that it
is working correctly prior
to determining whether an

abatement can be issued to
the resident.

250th parade and events

Select Board member Ma-
ryLou Volpe announced that
planning is underway for the
nation’s 250th celebration,
which includes a parade on
June 27. She said volunteers
are especially needed for the
parade and more informa-
tion is located on the town’s
website, www.sturbridge.gov.

Volpe encouraged people
and businesses to decorate
floats for the parade as well.

She said plans for the pa-
rade need to be finalized by
January.

The yearlong celebration
also includes an essay con-
test for Burgess Elementary
School students, business
events in February through
March, a Taste of Sturbridge
in March and April, a scav-
enger hunt in April during
school vacation and a Family
Fun Day on May 16.

Police Department report

Police Chief Earl Dessert
said the department respond-
ed to 2,389 calls for service in
August, which included 51
arrests, 35 incident reports,
33 motor vehicle accidents,
117 citations, 59 motorist as-
sists, 60 alarms, 511 business/
house checks, 13 restraining
orders, eight domestic dis-
turbances, nine breaking and
entering/thefts.

He said the department
requested mutual aid 12
times in August and respond-
ed out of town twice.

Dessert said National
Night Out was held in Au-
gust and was very successful
with a good turnout of at-
tendees.

In September, the depart-
ment responded to 2,470
calls for service, which in-
cluded 53 arrests, 37 incident
reports, 25 motor vehicle
accident reports, 163 cita-
tions, 61 motorist assists, 63
alarms, 571 business/house
checks, four restraining or-
ders, eight domestic distur-
bance calls and nine break-
ing and entering/thefts.

He said the department
requested mutual aid four
times in September and re-
sponded out of town three
times.

By the end of the Sep-
tember, the department had
responded to 25,948 calls for
the year.

Dessert said the depart-
ment has tasers that are
now expired and are sur-
plus equipment. He said the
tasers have been replaced by
the manufacturer and the
department received a credit
for new ones.

He said he was contacted
by the Brimfield Police De-
partment and they expressed
interest in receiving the ac-
cessories for the expired
tasers. The expired tasers
themselves will be disposed
of.

The Select Board voted in
approval of transferring the
accessories to the Brimfield
Police Department.

Fire Department report

Grasso said the depart-
ment’s call volume is about
7% higher than last year’s
numbers. He said calls are
requiring fire department
staff to stay longer at hos-
pitals.

“We are utilizing our mu-
tual aid partners more and
more,” he said. “I appreci-
ate those communities that
come into town and help us
out.”

Grasso said the town
received a grant from the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s Assis-
tance for Firefighters grant
program in the amount of
$178,800. This grant will
fund the partial purchase of
three cardiac monitors that
cost about $65,000 each.

“Because of the grant, it’s
only going to cost the town
about $15,000 if town meet-
ing approves that warrant
item,” Grasso said.

The Special Town Meet-
ing to vote on this article
and others will be held on
Monday, Nov. 17 at 7 p.m.
at Tantasqua Regional High
School.

The grant will also allow
the department to purchase
six sets of turnout gear.

With the start of heating
season, Grasso reminded
residents about the prop-
er disposal of wood/pellet
ashes. He said the improper
disposal of ashes has caused
many fire incidents.

Grasso said the depart-
ment’s Fire Prevention Offi-
cer can provide more infor-
mation about how to safely
dispose of ashes and how to
properly operate a wood or
pellet stove in the winter.
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approached Kathy Pelley,
Burgess Elementary School
principal, about reviving a
ceremony he remembered
from his childhood. The stu-
dents at the old Sturbridge
Center School would be
led by their teachers to the
Old Burial Ground on the
last day of school before
Memorial Day and would
place flags on the graves of
the Revolutionary War vet-
erans.

The ceremony is now also
observed near Veterans Day
as the students would come
by bus from the Burgess El-
ementary School with their
teacher Mrs. Quinn and
Principal Pelley.

It began with Brier wel-
coming those present on
this chilly day. The Pledge of
Allegiance would be recited
and the National Anthem
sung by all.

Briana Embree, music
teacher at Burgess, would
lead the students in enthusi-
astic rendition of the George
M. Cohan tune, “Youre a
Grand Old Flag”.

Robin  Grimm, Stur-
bridge Town Administra-
tor, would speak to the day.
Next, Amanda Galonek
Hellyar, District Director
for State Senator Ryan C.
Fattman, and would also
talk about the significance
of the ceremony.

Also, in attendance, state
Rep. Todd M. Smola would
pay tribute to the veterans
of past wars as well as those
currently deployed.

Something new this year
was the cleaning of the
gravestones. Since the rev-
olution, the stones had not
been cleaned. This is volun-

- community -

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

The Minutemen and the Color Guard listen to Commander Christopher Tourtellot’s orders.

teer work and the volunteer
leader, Walter Hersee was
in attendance to discuss it.
Must have been a lot of el-
bow grease involved.

Members of the Massa-
chusetts Daughters of the
American Revolution came
to the ceremony as they usu-
ally do, and Regent Nove-
line Beltram of the Captain
Job Knapp Chapter spoke
to the assembled.

How did we get the col-
ors red, white and blue on
the flag. Well, that would be
addressed by Christopher
Tourtellot. Tourtellot is the
commander of the Massa-
chusetts Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution General
Henry Knox Regimental
Color Guard.

Commander Tourtellot
would recite the rousing
toast to the flag (sans liba-
tion) he recites every year. It
celebrates what the banner is
all about and speaks to the
meaning of the colors.

The Burgess students
would each take a flag and

Taps was played by a student from Burgess Elementary School.

Burgess Elementary School students stood with their music teacher.

go to the graves, replacing
the worn flags with the new.
The flags had been gen-
erously provided by Mi-
chael Glick and Michael
Harrington of the Publick
House. They, along with the
Sturbridge Lions Club pro-
vided community support.
Then, Commander Tour-
tellot would bring the mem-
bers of the Color Guard to

order in line. Next to them
would be three stalwart
members of the Sturbridge
Milita. These men would
be led by Captain Timo-
thy Parker (a.k.a. Douglas
Quigley)

The attire of militia and
color guard provided a stark
contrast. The guard were
attired in the uniforms of
the Continental Army while

the militiamen were wearing
the clothes of “minutemen”
ready to grab their gear and
go to war at a minute’s no-
tice.

The Commander called
his men to attention and
gave the orders to load and
prepare to fire, and the men
would be providing loud
noise three times.

That finished, a bugler

Signs detail the history of the gates at
0ld Burial Ground.

would sound taps. Then, at
a distance another bugler
would sound the same notes.

Then, it was over and
all would drift away, in all
probability to a spot with a
bit more warmth. No mat-
ter, Brier will bring folks to-
gether for Memorial Day in
2026, the 250th year of the
United States.

VETERANS FROM PAGE 1

Who says a banker can’t
have a sense of humor?

Soon enough, it was time
to take our seats. Guests
were introduced and we
would hear from state Sen.
Ryan Fattman as present-
ed by his District Director,
Amanda Hellyar.

Niedziela then spoke
about the Quaboag Hills
Chamber of Commerce,
and there was much to
say. The list of actions and
events is exhaustive, and we
were provided with docu-
mentation.

This Annual Meeting,
presented by Superior Plus
Propane, was the largest
turnout in over a decade.

Over the last 12 month
the Chamber re-launched
the Membership Com-
mittee, creating a Local
Market  Vendors level.
Networking and seminar
events were hosted, and a
successful raffle fundraiser
was conducted, courtesy of
Pathfinder Tech.

The annual Business &
Recreation Guide was pub-
lished, and membership
in the Quaboag Referral
Group grew. The Cham-
ber’s Mass Pike Exit 63 Bill-
board was rehabbed.

The meaningful Choice
Awards were re-launched,
with fun along the way,
Bingo Night in March and
a golf outing last month.

There were 22 new and
returning members to the
Chamber, and ribbon-cut-
ting events were held. The
QHMA.com website saw
healthy growth.

Over the past 12 months,
there were promoted 694
member events, workshops,
and seminars on the web-
site that generated 90,478
views. The previous year’s
views were a fraction of the
current pace. Even better,
member page views were
125,000, a 28% increase.

There was recognition of
the Year’s Silver Underwrit-
ers: Country Bank, J. Stolar

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce CEO James Przypek welcomed guests to

the Annual Meeting.

Insurance Agency, Monson
Savings, and ServPro of
Hampshire County.

Also, the Bronze Under-
writers: Behavioral Health
Network, Christopher
Heights of Belchertown,
Superior Plus Propane, and
Westfield Bank

Among the Annual
Meeting sponsors, the Pre-
senting Sponsor was Supe-
rior Plus Propane.

The Speaker sponsors
were Bay State Health and
Burkhart Pizzanelli, CPAs.
The Table sponsors were
Bell & Hudson Insurance
Agency, North Brookfield
Savings Bank, Pioneer Val-
ley Environmental, and
SERVPRO of Hampshire
County.

At the previous year’s
meeting, a number of By-
Law edits were voted on.
This year members are be-
ing asked to vote on Board
Nominations below.

Nominated to serve as
Officers for the Chamber
for the next year are: Pres-
ident, Renee Niedziela; Ist
Vice President, Edward
Fisher Jr.; 2nd Vice Pres-
ident, Eric Duda; Clerk,
Amy Scribner; Treasurer,
Julie Quink; Assistant Trea-
surer, Lena Buteau

Nominated for new and
continuing  appointments

Renee Niedziela of J.Stolar Insurance
Agency, also serves as president of
the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce

to the Board of Directors
for the Chamber: Through
2026: Michael Harris, Mi-
chael Moore, Teresa Grove.
Through 2027: Anthony
Marini, Kate Davignon,
Rebecca Maurer. Through

2028: Jamie Fitzgibbon,
Lorna  Stone, Kaitlin
Young.

The formal part of the
meeting over, dinner was
served, and it was quite a
repast. The beef, and chick-
en that the Salem Cross
is known for did not dis-
appoint the diners as they
engaged in spirited conver-
sation.

Soon enough, the main
course was done, and it was

The raffle winners were drawn.

time for the evening’s speak-
er, Megan McDonough.

McDonough is a
thought leader, author, and
founder of the Wholebeing
Institute, a global organi-
zation teaching the science
of well being to thousands
of students across 48 coun-
tries, with programs trans-
lated into Spanish and Por-
tuguese.

She has led growth strat-
egies for international orga-
nizations such as the Wom-
en Presidents Organization
and the Krip-alu Center for
Yoga & Health, designing
programs that boost en-
gagement, resilience, and
leadership capacity.

With more than two de-
cades of experience at the
intersection of business
and positive psychology,
Megan helps leaders ap-
ply evidence-based prac-
tices — positive emotions,
strengths, and meaning — to
create workplaces where
both people and organiza-
tions thrive.

The theme of the presen-

tation: Grow Strong.

McDonough, through a
skillful use of narrative and
vignettes discussed tuning
into one’s strengths, and
finding meaning in a world
where quiet quitting in the
workplace is not uncom-
mon.

When she finished, a lo-
cal institution of 85 years,
Rondeau’s Dairy was hon-
ored, with a presentation to

Mike Rondeau.

After that, the raffle was
drawn with prizes donated
by Megan’s Wholebeing
Institute, Baystate Health,
The Chamber itself, and J.
Stolar Insurance Agency.

Then, we were done,
and the assembled left in
a leisurely manner and de-
parted into the chilly night
air.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

A couple of bankers from Monson. Shown from left are Michael Rouette, Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, and Dan Moriarty, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Monson Savings Bank.
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STURBRIDGE - Join
the Sturbridge Historical
Society at the Publick House
on Thursday, Nov. 20 at 7
p.m. for a presentation by
former Sturbridge resident
Elena Larson Palladino.

Palladino will speak on
her 2022 book, “Lost Towns
of the Swift River Valley:
Drowned by the Quabbin™.

In 1938, four Massa-
chusetts towns were disin-
corporated, evacuated, and
flooded to accommodate the
construction of the Quabbin
Reservoir. The reservoir was
the solution to providing
Boston and the State’s met-
ropolitan areas with fresh
drinking water.

Palladino tells the story

- community -
Historical Society presents ‘Lost Towns’ author Elena Palladino

of Dana, Enfield, Green-
wich, and Prescott, the
towns which were sacrificed
to make room for the Quab-
bin. Through archival re-
search, Palladino recounts
the history of these commu-
nities through three towns-
people of the Swift River
Valley: Marion Smith, a
woman from a wealthy man-

ufacturing family, William
Segur, the country doctor,
and Edwin Howe, postmas-
ter and general store owner.

Palladino brings life and
feeling to these communities
that once were thriving and
home to many.

Palladino grew up in
Sturbridge and now resides
in Ware. She and her family

live in Marion Smith’s for-
mer home, which sparked
her interest in the history of
the Quabbin.

Palladino holds a bache-
lor’s degree in English from
Simmons College, a master’s
in literary and cultural stud-
ies from Carnegiec Mellon
University and an Ed.M. in
higher education from Har-

vard University. She current-
ly works in higher education
in Western Massachusetts
and also sits on the board of
directors for the Swift Riv-
er Valley Historical Society
and Friends of Quabbin.

The presentation will
take place at 7 p.m., and is
graciously hosted by the
Publick House.

SHREK FROM PAGE 1

cess with a big secret.

Filling the role of Shrek
the Ogre is junior Auguste
Bellerose, who is known for
his astounding stage debut
as Beast in last year’s pro-
duction of “Beauty and the
Beast”. Bellerose also por-
trayed Jay in the school’s one-
act production, “Abigail For
Now”.

Bellerose said he relates to
the character of Shrek, but
jokingly described himself
as more of a parfait than an
onion.

“I feel like I have a lot of
layers,” he said.

Bellerose, who is current-
ly taking four college-level
classes and is an active mem-
ber of the school’s NJROTC
program, said theater wasn’t
something he really thought
about pursuing, but he has
discovered a love for it.

He said playing Beast last
year helped him shape his
performance as Shrek for this
year’s production.

“Playing the Beast and
being grumpy all the time
helped,” he said. “Now I can
be comedically grumpy.”

Playing the role of Shrek’s
eager but often rebuffed side-
kick Donkey, is eighth grader
Sebastian Palomera-Espino-
za.

Palomera-Espinoza took
on a similar part in last year’s
“Beauty and the Beast” star-
ring alongside Luke Salva-
dore’s Gaston as the loyal but
bumbling LaFou.

Donkey’s positivity and
ability to look on the sunny
side of life provides a sharp
contrast to the distrusting
and sarcastic nature of Shrek.
Together, the two make un-
likely friends and they work
together to save the swamp
and all of the fairy tale char-
acters from a ruthless (but
diminutive) ruler.

Palomera-Espinoza said

Donkey, played by Sebastian Palomera-Espinoza, tried to claim his half of Shrek’s swamp.

he relates to Donkey in a lot
of ways, including having
a positive outlook on life.
“It’s very easy to go through
life when youre thinking
about the bright side,” he
said. “We share a lot of the
same energy.”

One of the biggest chal-
lenges in his role has been
building his confidence as this
larger-than-life character.

“It’s a very playful, funny
character,” he said.

Taking on the role of Fio-
na, a not-so-typical fairy tale
princess, is eighth grader Eli-
za Brown, who is a theater
veteran now in her fourth
production with Quabbin
Performing arts. She has also
been in dozens of community
theater productions as well.

Starting as an ensem-
ble member in her sixth
grade year’s performance of
“Matilda”, Brown has har-
nessed all of the aspects of
her vibrant personality to
give Fiona a special quality
that sets her apart from other
princesses.

“Fiona is a really hard
character. She has so many
dynamics,” Brown  said.
“She’s different...I feel like I
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relate to her because she has
so many different personali-
ties...silly, proper.”

Brown said theater has
given her a chance to build
new friendships and to con-
nect with students in other
grade levels.

“It’s easier to talk to peo-
ple,” she said. “It also brings
a lot of people from different
backgrounds together...it’s
not just theater kids.”

Bellerose agreed that join-
ing the Quabbin Performing
Arts has opened him up a lot
and helped create new con-
nections with his peers.

Bellerose, Brown and
Palomera-Espinoza all
agreed that Salvadore’s per-
formance in “Beauty in the
Beast” last year inspired a lot
of students to come forward
and take part in “Shrek the
Musical”.

Salvadore, a senior during
“Beauty and the Beast”, had
never set foot on stage before;
especially not in a musical as
a lead role.

“Luke’s participation last
year made so many people
want to participate,” Bellero-
se said.

All three of the student-ac-
tors spoke about some of
the challenges they faced in
preparing for the opening of
“Shrek the Musical”, includ-
ing learning the songs.

“’Shrek’ is a really great
musical,” Palomera-Espinoza
said. “But don’t underesti-
mate it.”

Its songs are much more
technical than many high
school performances, with
soaring high notes and pow-
erful dynamics.

Bellerose, who said he is
more of a baritone singer,
said Shrek’s songs are writ-
ten for a tenor and this has
pushed him to gain more
confidence in the upper regis-

ter of his vocal range.

Brown said it’s the songs
that make “Shrek the Mu-
sical” so exciting to perform
(and to watch) and how “you
can’t pick one best song.”

Rounding out the cast
of “Shrek the Musical” are
Aspen Packard as Lord Far-
quaad and Papa Ogre; Owen
Breuer as Pinocchio; Sophia
Pascale as Gingy; Kayleigh
Fuller as Dragon and Fairy
Godmother; Bella Spring
as Big Bad Wolf; Elizabeth
Matheson as White Rabbit;
Kailynn Schuster as Peter
Pan; Charlotte LaPointe as
Wicked Witch and Young
Fiona; Anna Metcalf as
Sugar Plum Fairy; Ximena
Palomera-Espinoza as Ugly
Duckling; Grace Lantiegne
as Mama Bear; Adrien Cyr
as Papa Bear, King Harold
and Pied Piper; Ava Kinney
as Baby Bear; Adelaide Har-
mon as Mad Hatter; Emily
DeMalia as Humpty Dump-
ty; Nathan Kearchner as EIf
and Little Shrek; Spencer
Nally as Grumpy; Elizabeth
Lambert as Mama Ogre
and Bluebird Singer; Janelle
Hutchinson as Queen Lillian;
Winter Boyea as Teen Fiona;
Kalypso DeCologero as The-
lonius; Milo Zantouliadis
as Captain of the Guards;
and Ash St. Clair as Duloc
Greeter and Bishop.

The cast includes Lola
Dumont, Julianna Lindsten,
Catherine Tucker, Audrey
Larson, Amy Landrin, Vir-
ginia Morin, Emma Lindsey,
Lola Dumont, Bailey Burke,
Taylah Cass, Andie St. Clair
and Sadie Ouimette.

“Shrek the Musical” also
has a dedicated crew includ-
ing Musical Director Julia
Tuttle, who is now in her
fifth year with the Quabbin
Performing Arts. Tuttle is
also a teacher at the middle/

Sophia Pascale as Gingy sang during “Freak Flag”.

high school.

Tuttle first became in-
volved in theater when she
was cast in the Barre Play-
ers’ production of “Jesus
Christ Superstar”. When she
was a senior in high school,
she took on the lead role in
“Cinderella”.

“It was my first real lead
role and was an awesome
learning experience,” she
said.

Tuttle said the school’s
theater department works
hard to get as many students
and people involved in its
production as possible.

“We are open to having
anyone who is even slightly
interested in theater to get
involved!” she said.

Amanda Schuster, block-
ing director and stage man-
ager, is back for her second
production with Quabbin
Performing Arts.

Schuster first became
involved with theater in el-
ementary school, but her
passion grew when she en-
tered high school. A dancer
since the age of 6, Schuster
has her bachelor’s degree in
theatre with a dance concen-
tration.

Schuster said she has en-
joyed working with the stu-
dents and watching them
“create something memora-
ble.”

“It is a great place to feel
accepted, to be able to be
yourself, and learn how to
work with a lot of people
and learn to trust each oth-
er,” she said.

Art teacher Lisa Payne is
in charge of set design and
construction, assisted by the
talents of her students. She
has helped to bring a total
of 18 productions to life on
stage.

“My interest in theater
was first piqued when I was

in a summer camp as a third
grader,” Payne said. “I re-
member playing a seed that
grew into a tree.”

Payne now has a master’s
degree in theatrical design
and she said the highlight
of her role with Quabbin
Performing Arts has been
working with both the stu-
dents and her colleagues to
build the set and props.

Creating Dragon’s head
for “Shrek the Musical” was
also a memorable experi-
ence.

“Theater is a wonderful
venue for students to ex-
press themselves — either on
stage, through design, work-
ing backstage, and/or run-
ning the tech end of things,”
Payne said. “Theater teach-
es our students to work in
an ensemble, how to push
through difficult things and
how to be inclusive.”

About ‘Shrek the Musi-
cal’

“Shrek the Musical” will
be performed in the audito-
rium at Quabbin Regional
Middle/High School, 800
South St., Friday, Nov. 14 at
7 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 15
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $10 if pur-
chased in advance or $12 at
the door. Early ticket pur-
chase is recommended as
this show is likely to sell out
for each performance.

A link to purchase tick-
ets is available on the school
district’s website, www.qrsd.
org or directly at our.show/
quabbin-shrek.

Refreshments and Break-
A-Leg Bags will be available
for purchase through Quab-
bin Pro Musica during the
intermission of each show.
Proceeds will benefit stu-
dents in the school district’s
music department.

EARLY DEADLINES

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all legal notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 24-28, 2025.

Thursday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
e Agawam Advertiser News e Country Journal
e The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Friday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
e Sentinel ® Quaboag Current

Monday, November 24 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
e The Journal Register ® Ware River News e Barre Gazette

Tuesday, November 25 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
e Town Reminder ® The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

EARLY
DEADLINE

In observance of THANKSGIVING
There will be an

EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE

Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 20, 1 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com




The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com |

PAGE 11

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

CARHARTT H.D. TRUCK COVER.
Excellent condition, used less than 6 times.
Fits half ton, extended cab, new $500, ask-
ing $400. 413-896-6857.

FIREWOOD

DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/de-
livered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731.
Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2***xxx%*x A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.

Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY

We buy guns.
Federal and state licensed.
413-658-5690.

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 vyear construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

INTERIOR PAINTING - only $249.00
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates,
fast, dependable service.

Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

HOME IMPROVEMENT

-

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212,

TUNE-UPS

E UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

(413) 687-5552/

LOST DOG:

Yellow Corgi mix, 23 pounds, an-
swers to Sadie, 13 years old, shy with
a big bark, pointy ears, wart on nose.
Last seen 11/1 vicinity of Sunrise
Ave., Barre.

Call 978-340-2450.

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

A ) IR

/] D

o o HI
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

or call: 413-283-8393
A ol-
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

g

3

e
M =

HUBBARDSTON

v

NORTH
KFEELD | BROOKFIELD)

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance
on trucks as well as keeping equipment
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!
RB Enterprises
Ludiow, MA
413-583-8393

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

WARE: 2BR, 2nd FI. Walk-up, Walk to
BigY/McD, W/D, Off-street Parking, Utilities
Not Incl., 1st/Last/Security, Avail +- Dec. 1,
$1,100/mo. 508-277-6044.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised here-
in is subject to the Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national origin,
or intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Subscribe Today!

Turley ¢

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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our BUYLINE CONNECTION

BLAGK NOVE

LOWEST PRICES OF T
GIANT APPLIANGE REBATES!!!

LAUNDRY PACKAGES!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!!

MATTRESS SALE!!!

GIANT TOY SELECTION-

EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING!
SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

o WHITCO ¢ =i
WY 140 Main St, Spencer pg_gor 0349

www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

<) WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 5
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray ¢ Beige ° Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete e Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

508-885-6100
508 885-2480
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AND HOME MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Home Painting & Maintenance

Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists

NO JOB ISTOO SMALL — FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders

81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005
774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

dventure f w« 0( VCW(O (&

Share the

Three Great 2026
Norwegian Cruises

Dec.7.....Water for Elephants at PPAC
Dec. 20.....Cirque Holidaze ...........ccoomeeerrumneersssnneesaannee $120
May 24....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
July19......8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 3.......8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise ... from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

NOW AVAILABLE - HOLLAND

This beautiful 2-bedroom home offers stunning
full water views of Hamilton Reservoir and access
to the lake at Fisherman’s Landing boat ramp.
On 2.15 private acres, the property features a
spacious open floor plan, central heat and A/C,
and a bright kitchen with granite countertops and
appliances included. Enjoy a peaceful backyard with back deck, perfect for entertaining
or unwinding. Abundant closet space, modern finishes, a huge walk out basement
with natural sunlight and efficient systems for inexpensive, easy year-round living. The
perfect balance of privacy, comfort, and lake living. Great commuter location with easy
access to the MA Pike, Rts 9, 20 & 84! Available for $429,900!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

We Do More
So You Will
Make More!!!

Michelle Terry
Broker

michelleterryteam.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

I:OB'I'I.-AND

HONEYCRISP & MACOUN
30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!

CIDER DONUTS
RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 » 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com
Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!

Our Donuts Are
Famously Delicious!

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
¢ Honey ¢ Cheese
e Jams e Early Apples |

* Maple Syrup | WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE
EEEEEEEN GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY
Southbridge Road, Warren, MIA

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

1/2 Dozen
Cider Donuts

Buyer could not fuffill their purchase
0 we are back on the market -

2 bed/2 bath mobile in highly sought
after Nanatomqua Mobile Home
Park. Luxury vinyl plank floors, bed
and bath at each end. Eat-in kitchen,
oversized living room with electronic
blinds and built-ins. All new windows
throughout. Furnace only 2-3 years
old. Park share $17,250 included

in list price. Monthly lot rent $210
includes water, sewer, taxes, road
maintenance and trash removal.
Whole house generac generator,
shed. Covered deck with handicap
ramp. $250 share transfer fee

paid to the park at closing by seller.

6 2nd Street Brookfield -
Nanatomqua
$190,000

Liise Ceren [Rieel [EStEtE

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, G2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
AWAMainfStreetiP0)Box@47JBrookfiel dMAY01506}
(CE117508%24196299)
SearchiHomeslinstantlydhttp:/wwwllisacaronicom

508-6317-15717

1 23 Summer Street
J North Brookfield
j MA 01535
I < COFFEE
| GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
In-House Fresh Bakery : < BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
All Occasion Cake I < SOUPS
Cupcakes and Cookies j * COOKIES
Every Month Special Treat Box | < MUFFINS
Available For Sale at the Cafe I + PASTRIES
+ Future Events I
Contact us to plan your I
next private event. I

508-6317-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm
& Sun. 9am-2pm

shﬁ&
Cf“

Bélkery

| [ —
2COR4:1

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 1
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am |

NO ENTRANCE FEE
Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village

four-season sunroom s off the kitchen.
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal

weather. Asking $289,000. See listing on
MLS # 73433198

o‘:}\{ '}

REALTY

NO ENTRANCE FEE

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community.
is a 55 and better community. This home This home features an open kitchen/living room concept,
includes a wonderful floor plan with very perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck
and yard. There is @ monthly HOA fee which includes
garage you can park under to fend off winter water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $219,000.
See listing on MLS # 73397436

3 WATERWHEEL Paul Varney Sr.

NO ENTRANCE FEE

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This
is a 55 and better community. Includes large
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx.
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900.
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

Real Estate Broker and Owner  paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Farmer Matt’

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

Thanksgiving catering by Farmer Matt

Fully-cooked Thanksgiving dinners with all the sides. Avaialable for parties of 4, 6, 8, and 12 as

well as single serve options. Order by Nov. 21.

Thanksgiving roasts

If you prefer a premium roast on your table for
Thanksgiving, we've got you covered. Order by Nov. 23.

Order now
FarmerMatt.com/Thanksgiving or 508-980-7085




