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Police Department welcomes new four-legged member
By Emily-Rose Pappas 

Staff Writer 

EAST BROOKFIELD – The East 
Brook�eld Police Department has a new 
addition to the force, and that is Labrador 
retriever Finn, an emotional support dog. 

Finn has many trainings, which he goes 
through with his human counterpart, Of�-
cer Brandon Hill, with the of�cial comple-
tion of the AKC Star Puppy Training and 
will begin therapy training at the end of the 
month. 

Finn loves to train with Hill, and de�nite-
ly loves his treats, too.

Hill started the Comfort Dog Program 
out of feelings of compassion for the com-
munity he serves. 

“I am very community driven. A comfort 
dog is a great outreach tool for us to connect 
with other towns. We’re here to talk, here to 
listen, here to help,” he said.

See POLICE  I  PAGE 2

East Brookfield Police Department’s emotional support dog Finn visited Worcester State University last week to provide comfort to the students 
there following a fatal shooting incident. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Finn is shown at the East Brookfield Police Department’s first ever 
Trunk-or-Treat.

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

STURBRIDGE – The 
holiday season us quickly ap-
proaching, and the craft fair 
season has come on in full 
swing. 

The many talented artists 
and vendors at the 11th annual 
Tantasqua Craft Fair at high 
school in Fiskdale, brought 
their all and their talents this 
past Saturday. 

Linda Brown, who has been 

Local crafters attend Tantasqua’s 11th annual fair

Caitlyn Siwek showed off her grandmother, Patricia Siwek’s beautiful paintings and 
adorable gnomes. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

See FAIR  I  PAGE 6

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Timothy 
McCormick shared the school 
district’s results from the spring 
Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System testing.

At the Oct. 26 School Com-
mittee meeting, McCormick 
said MCAS has been around 
for over 20 years now, and 
this spring, all students across 
the commonwealth tested on 
Next-Generation, which was 
launched in 2017. The original 
MCAS test is now known as 
Legacy.

Next-Gen is more focused 
on critical thinking and the test 
became more rigorous. Testing 
is also done solely on a com-
puter.

McCormick said that since 
questions on Next-Gen are 
more in-depth, students that 
may have scored “pro�cient” 

School district’s MCAS scores show ‘work in progress’

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

The changeover from Day-
light Savings Time is done, sort 
of. 

As this is being written, one 
still sees the odd clock at the 
wrong hour, but we are back to 
Standard Time.

Except our bodies and 
minds are not yet perfectly 

aligned to it due to something 
called circadian rhythm. Cir-
cadian rhythm regulates daily 
body cycles. 

The changeover to standard 
time from daylight savings time 
and vice versa will put our cir-
cadian rhythm out of sync.

Over a short time, most of 
us will adjust to whatever our 
clocks say. That does not mean 

Daylight Savings Time

Professor Johnson wants 
to set the right standard

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – A public 
hearing was held for a site plan 
review at Cornerstone Bank, 
200 Charlton Road.

At the Oct. 24 Planning 
Board meeting, engineer James 
Bernardino from CMG joined 
Cornerstone Bank representa-
tives Arthur Breault and Kevin 
St. Pierre to present a proposal 
to demolish the bank’s existing 

Planning Board approves site 
plan for bank construction

See STANDARD I  PAGE 12

See BOARD I  PAGE 12 See SCHOOL I  PAGE 13
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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen. Order online or in-store

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Succulent turkey, whipped potatoes, roasted sweet 
potato, cranberry sauce, glazed carrots and herbatious 
stuffing with plenty for leftovers the next day.

Farmer Matt’s Signature
Thanksgiving Dinner. Pre-order now.

FARMER MATT IS OPEN YEAR ROUND

Finn has visited many places to provide some pup-
py therapy including the East Brook�eld Elementary 
School, the car show and other events in town. 

Most recently, on Nov. 2, Finn went to the campus 
of Worcester State University to visit with and bring 
comfort to the students who dealt with the trauma of 
the fatal shooting that occurred on campus at the end 
of October. He brought out many smiles from the stu-
dents that day. 

“I want the Comfort Dog Program to help with 
community outreach,” Hill said. “I want people to 
know they can be comfortable and know we have Finn. 
The bonds people have with dogs is crazy awesome.” 

Finn is set to come to many more events in the fu-
ture, letting people smile and bring hope and comfort 
to victims at the station, as well as teach others about 
how to reach out to the police station for any help they 
may need.

POLICE  I FROM PAGE 1

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

SPENCER – The American Legion Post 
138 hosted a fundraiser for 10-year-old Gi-
useppe “Seppe” Struppa with a spaghetti 
dinner, raf�e, and live music to raise money 
for brain cancer treatment. 

Struppa was diagnosed in September, and 
the family has since been surrounded by a 
large web of people to love and support him 
in any way he needs. 

“The biggest thing we need is prayers so 
that we can �nd that miracle,” Seppe’s dad, 
Michael, said. “We would love all the sup-

port we can get.” 
The family at this time is looking for any 

help and support that they can get and are 
looking to �nd someone else who had a mir-
acle and can come alongside Seppe to give 
him encouragement and support. 

“The Fire Department made sweatshirts, 
and everybody has been amazing,” Michael 
said.

Jeffrey Perron, a member of the Legion, 
talked about how much he admires the 
Struppa family and their friendship as both 
members of the Legion and veterans. “We 
are trying to help as much as we can.” 

Seppe is a wonderful kid and brings a 

smile to everyone’s face, family and friends 
said.

“He is the most kind and gentle kid,” his 
dad said.

The family is trying to get to Germany for 
treatments for Seppe, and any form of help is 
welcome in the form of gift cards for gas and 
groceries. Donations can be made through 
Venmo @seppestrong and checks can be 
mailed to Seppe Strong Fund, c/o South-
bridge Fire Department, 24 Elm St., South-
bridge, MA 01550.

But most importantly, the family asks that 
people keep the Struppa’s in their thoughts 
and in their prayers. 

Be Seppe Strong

Community comes together to support family

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
Cool Kids Choir will perform a show 
beginning at 6 p.m. at the North Brook-
�eld Elementary School Auditorium on 
Friday, Nov. 17. 

In addition to the energetic and en-
thusiastic singing and dancing of the 
Cool Kids, the concert will feature an 
original song written and performed 
by the �fth and sixth grade ALOT Kids 
(All Leaders of Tomorrow) and a spe-
cial performance by Cool Kids’ Direc-
tor Channing LeBlanc.

Cool Kids Choir is an award-win-
ning ten-week program for elementary 
school aged children in grades two-six 

who love to move and love music.
The after-school workshop utilizes 

popular music to inspire and empower 
children to be the best version of them-
selves while giving them opportunities 
to feel pride. Singing, moving, listening, 
speaking, being silly and being in con-
trol, showing respect and kindness - life 
skills are taught and reinforced through 
songs the children know and love. 

CKC is sponsored by the Friends of 
the North Brook�eld Town House as 
part of its ROAR program. The Friends 
are grateful for the support of the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council.

Cool Kids to perform in North 
Brookfield on Nov. 17

Our advertisers
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saw their ad in the
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EARLY
DEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 16 Noon
FOR PUBLICATION THE WEEK OF NOV. 20-24

POSITION OPENING:
Winter Plow 

Drivers-Laborer
Town of New Braintree (pop. 998) is seeking 
winter Plow Drivers both non-CDL and CDL 
to plow and treat roadways with our trucks. 

Salary dependent upon experience.
Further position details and job applications are 
available at the Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree, MA 01531. 
You can also contact the 
New Braintree Highway 
Superintendent by calling 
508-847-2628.

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr.
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts.

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Mon. & Thurs. 3pm-9pm

Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Sun. 11:30am-7:30pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

Veterans day 
Nov. 11th

All Military Veterans 
Eat 15% Off

Closed Saturday, Nov. 18th 
for private event

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com 

WARE – State Sen. Jake Oliveira, 
along with state Rep. Aaron Saunders 
(D-Belchertown), presented a check for 
$5,000 to the Friends of Quabbin for the 
construction of a bronze plaque to hon-
or the 41 Revolutionary War veterans 
buried in Quabbin Park Cemetery.

“This project is something that is re-
ally important to the American Revolu-
tion,” Oliveira said. “This December we 
celebrate a milestone of the Revolution; 
the Boston Tea Party, 250 years ago.”

Saunder thanked Oliveira for his 
commitment to the towns of the Quab-
bin Watershed, in which many of the 
towns Saunder’s represents are located.

“Not every state Rep. is as blessed to 
have a partner in the Senate,” Saunders 
said.

Oliveira has special ties to the Quab-
bin Reservoir, as his grandfather worked 
to create it in the 1930s. Accompanying 
Oliveira to the ceremony on Oct. 27, was 
his mother – the daughter of the man 
who helped form one of the largest wa-
ter supplies in the U.S.

Joining Oliveira and Saunders were 
Betty Allen Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution Regent Denise 
Kindschi Gosselin and Chair of the 
America 250! Chapter Committee Cher 
A. Nicholas. 

Saunders said its important that the 
region’s public representation is taken 
care of for the 250th anniversary of the 
American Revolution, and he thanked 
the DAR for helping them achieve this 
goal.

“We couldn’t do it without you,” 
Saunders said.

Oliveira thanked state Reps. Todd 

Smola and Donnie Berthiaume, along 
with state Sen. Jo Comerford, for their 
support, as well as former senator Anne 
Gobi.

Oliveira said he and Gobi had always 
worked to ensure that each community 
in the district had what it needed.

“In the FY 24 budget, we worked to-
gether to secure dollars for things,” Ol-
iveira said. “Small dollars for the State 
can go a long way.” 

Friends of Quabbin President Gene 
Theroux is “no stranger” to cemeteries 
Oliveira said, noting Theroux’s work to 
repair and restore cemeteries across the 
commonwealth, including the Quabbin 
Park Cemetery.

Theroux has secured grant funding, 
including Community Preservation 
Act funds, for his hometown of West-
�eld and he has worked throughout the 
years to honor the �nal resting place for 
members of the “Lost Towns” of the 
Quabbin Reservoir; hailing from Dana, 
En�eld, Greenwich and Prescott.

“Gene, you’re always there to tell us 
where we need to support you,” Oliveira 
said. 

Theroux said 108 of his relatives have 
been laid to rest in the Quabbin Park 
Cemetery. Both of his grandfathers 
served in France during World War I, 
and both originated from En�eld. 

One of his grandfathers never got 
over the loss of his beloved town when it 
was disincorporated to create the Quab-
bin Reservoir.

“I think he was bitter until the day he 
died,” Theroux said.  

Theroux pointed to the patina on the 
monument, noting that it was nearly 
impossible to read the names on it. The 
new bronze plaque will remain clear 
and strong for generations to come, 
withstanding New England’s weather 

extremes.
Friends of Quabbin Treasurer Paul 

Godfrey was with Theroux to accept the 
check, and Theroux said Godfrey has 
worked with him “every inch and every 
trench.”

Theroux also thanked the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation’s 
Dan Clark and former senator Stephen 

Brewer. Clark has been a good partner, 
working with the Friends of Quabbin, 
Theroux said.

Accepting the check along with 
Theroux and Godfrey were Ware Town 
Manager Stuart Beckley, Ware Se-
lectboard member Josh Kusnierz and 
Belchertown Select Board Clerk Peg 
Louraine. 

Oliveira presents funds to honor Revolutionary veterans

State Sen. Jake Oliveira, center, spoke about his grandfather’s involvement in creating the Quabbin Reser-
voir.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

State Sen. Jake Oliveira presented a check for $5,000, secured through the fiscal year 2024 budget, which 
will be used to purchase a bronze plaque to commemorate and recognize the 41 veterans of the Revolution-
ary War buried at Quabbin Park Cemetery.
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CURREN T

By Diana DiZoglio, 
Massachusetts State Auditor

Serving as Massachusetts State Auditor 
doesn’t just mean reviewing �nances. 

A big part of my role, as I often speak 
about with folks across the state, is reviewing 
the performance and ef�cacy of the Com-
monwealth’s agencies and entities. A great 
example of the responsibility to 
look beyond number crunching 
is our of�ce’s recently released 
audit of the Sex Offender Reg-
istry Board.

People are familiar with the 
concept that Massachusetts 
registers convicted sex offend-
ers, maintaining a database 
of where such people live and 
work in an effort to maintain 
public safety. This system of 
public safety is maintained by 
SORB, a seven-member board 
appointed by the Governor and staffed by 
more than 70 individuals.

Our recent audit looked at SORB’s op-
erations from July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2021. 
Covering that two-year period, my team 
honed in on whether SORB classi�ed sex 
offenders at least 10 days before they were 
released from custody, thus ensuring they 
were assigned an appropriate level. 

Further, we looked at whether SORB 
used all the resources at their disposal to ac-
curately identify sex offenders who were in 
violation of maintaining their registration.

I was disappointed to �nd that SORB 
underperformed in a way that could have a 
negative impact upon the public.

While incarcerated sex offenders are sup-
posed to be assigned a classi�cation at least 
10 days prior to their release, per state law, 
SORB failed to do so with approximately 
1/3 of those released during our two-year re-
view window. More concerning, 77 offend-
ers didn’t receive their classi�cation until 
after they were released.

This lax approach to the law meant those 
sex offenders’ names, addresses, offenses, 
and registration statuses were not appropri-
ately posted to SORB’s website for level 2 
and 3 sex offenders and were not otherwise 
available to the public. 

Our audit team also identi�ed other vul-
nerabilities regarding how SORB tracked 
offenders who have been released from in-
carceration. Namely, SORB’s database was 

not kept up to date in all situations, with 
approximately one out of �ve offenders 
showing incorrect addresses when com-
pared against records maintained by other 
state departments (such as the addresses the 
Department of Transitional Assistance re-
cords). 

Part of the bene�t of SORB is that it 
tracks the location of high level offenders. 

By not ensuring that it has the 
current addresses of sex of-
fenders considered in violation, 
SORB is not able to consistent-
ly communicate information 
about sex offenders’ where-
abouts, their offenses, and 
their classi�cations to local law 
enforcement agencies and the 
general public. 

What’s disturbing is that 
some of these issues were iden-
ti�ed the last time my predeces-
sor audited SORB. These issues 

must be immediately addressed. 
Our of�ce has recommended that SORB 

increase their collaboration with correc-
tional facilities to establish more reliable 
procedures for providing anticipated release 
dates for incarcerated offenders. We’ve also 
recommended the implementation of a 
tracking process that identi�es any delays or 
issues that may arise, to ensure that all sex 
offenders are assigned �nal classi�cations 
prior to each offender’s release.

For ensuring residential address accu-
racy, SORB needs to not only work more 
closely with other state agencies to verify 
addresses – SORB must also make a point 
of updating those addresses in their system 
when they are found.

We will continue to work with SORB and 
encourage their adoption of practices that 
maximize public safety. 

As always, please feel free to contact my 
of�ce at any time for more information at 
auditor@sao.state.ma.us and 617-727-2075. 

The Of�ce of State Auditor Diana DiZo-
glio conducts audits, investigations, and studies 
to promote accountability and transparency, 
improve performance, and make government 
work better. DiZoglio is the 26th Auditor of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, sworn 
into her �rst term on Jan. 18, 2023. She is 
committed to help move Massachusetts for-
ward by working to increase transparency and 
accountability in state government.

My spring bulbs are almost all in the 
ground.  

That is saying a lot, considering at work 
I plant over 2,000 of them! Daffodils, tulips 
and hyacinth will all welcome visitors to the 
museum in April and May.  

Bulb planting is a ritual that I have come 
to love. I think in part because the process 
assists Mother Nature in her efforts to usher 
in springtime and all of its glorious color!

Did you ever wonder why certain bulbs 
bloom in the spring? Once you understand 
the life cycle of speci�c bulbs you can suc-
ceed with bulbs outdoors as well as inside.  

Most spring �owering bulbs are native to 
areas of the world where the fall and winter is 
cool, and rainfall is abundant. Summers are 
typically hot and dry.  

During the summer bulbs lie dormant, 
but when temperatures drop and rain moist-
ens the soil each fall, they are awakened and 
begin to grow new roots and mature their 
�ower buds.  Roughly three months later, as 
soil temperatures rise, bulbs send up foliage 
and �owers.  

When spring rains cease and the soil dries 
out, bulbs are cued into dormancy once 
again - their foliage yellows and disappears 
and the bulbs wait out the arrival of fall to 
start the cycle all over again.  

What this tells us is that we should plant 
our bulbs before the mercury dips too low. 
This will give them a chance to root.  

Soil temperatures of 50-55 degrees are ide-
al. If  the fall is dry, providing supplemental 
watering is also a good idea to encourage the 
rooting process…this year we don’t have to 
worry about that.  

What do roots do exactly?  You know that 
they provide food and water to the bulb, but 
in addition, they anchor it into the soil - very 
necessary during the freeze/thaw cycles of 
winter and early spring.  

We also learned that there are two times 
when the bulb is in active growth - when it is 
rooting, and again in the spring when it sends 
up its leaves and �ower stem. Feeding during 
these periods is most effective.  

I generally broadcast a small amount of 
organic, well-balanced granular fertilizer 
into the garden, turn over the soil and plant 
my bulbs, usually in clumps of at least �ve 
bulbs, two-three times their width apart and 
the same for depth.  If  you are careful about 
marking where you’ve planted them, a top 
dressing of fertilizer can be added in early 
spring. 

Likewise, you could also wait until you see 
the �rst stems poke through the ground and 
feed then.

I’m sure many gardeners never even 
thought about what �ower bulbs did during 
the summer months.  Now that we under-
stand that they are dormant, merely waiting, 
we can plant them accordingly, away from 
spots that pool water and that stay as dry as 
possible.  

Now that we understand a bulb’s life cy-
cle, how can we use it to ensure some indoor 
cheer?

Bulbs need anywhere from 11-20 weeks of 
chilling and a few more thereafter to bloom. 
This guide can be used: Crocus require 15 
weeks of cold; hyacinth 11-14 weeks, daffo-
dils 15-17 weeks and tulips14-20 weeks (de-
pending upon season of bloom).  

State Auditor’s monthly update

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Two ways to enjoy 
bulbs next spring

See GARDEN I  PAGE 5

Reforms sorely needed at the 
Sex Offender Registry Board
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 11/9/23-11/15/23

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN ..........$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK LOIN
END CHOPS...............$129

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SMOKED 
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK ........$149

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ......$149
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED BONELESS
BUDABELL 
WHOLE PIT HAM.......$349

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG LAMB.................

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE
TURKEY 20-24 LB ..........99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
SKINLESS & BONELESS

CHICKEN 
BREAST 10 LB .............$139

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

TURKEY PARTS
THIGHS & DRUMSTICKS$199

lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED

10” PUMPKIN or 
SWEET POTATO PIE ..$499

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
HEBREW NATIONAL

PIGS IN 
A BLANKET 18 OZ BOX ...$1699

lb

USDA INSP. IQF FRESH

RAW SHRIMP
21/25 CT 2 LB BAG ........$888

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$477
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST

USDA INSP. 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

CUT 
FREE

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
lb

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST

$244
lb

HATFIELD WHOLE 
SMOKED HAM

TENDERLOIN

from your Friends at
Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency

19 N. Main Street, Belchertown
(413) 323-9611

15 Central Street, West Brook�eld
(508) 867-4646

Servicing the Insurance Needs of 
Our Community for Over 100 Years

 Are you having di�culty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

�is group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, con�dential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Pick a date which you’d like the bulb to bloom and 
count backwards. Hypothetically if  I want hyacinths 
to bloom in time for Valentine’s Day, planting them 
within the next week or two would be right on target.

Bulbs can be planted quite close to one another in 
regular potting soil and your choice of pot.  Clay is not 
recommended because it will dry out readily.  

Water lightly to settle the soil, then place the con-
tainer in a cold, dark location where temps fall be-
tween 38 and 45 degrees. One year I used an old refrig-
erator; another year the crawl space under our of�ce.  

I even tried placing pots of bulbs under the bottom 
steps of my bulk head.  Each worked at maintaining 
low temps, but did have its own idiosyncrasies.  

Keep bulbs away from fruit in storage- especially 
apples, whereby ethylene gas could dis�gure the bulbs, 
and also be on the lookout for rodents looking for 
lunch.  

Daffodils and hyacinth are usually unappetizing.
Check bulbs often, especially as the chilling period 

draws to a close. You will know the bulbs are close to 
being ready to move to a new location when sprout-
ing occurs and roots are visible through the drainage 
holes; soon after, the top will start to grow as well.  

After the top has put on an inch of growth, move it 
to a cool, bright location, about 50-55 degrees. Stems 
will elongate and �ower buds will form after a few 
weeks.  

When in �ower, keep the plants cool to prevent leg-
giness - consider enjoying them in your living spaces 
during the day, but moving them to a cooler climate at 
night for increased longevity.  

It’s about now when the garden centers begin their 
mark-down of spring bulbs. Try your hand at forcing 
once and it will become your annual ritual!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 31 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as �owers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

GARDEN  I FROM PAGE 4

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Christ Memorial Epis-
copal Church, 133 North Main St., will host its Red 
Door Fayre on Saturday, Nov. 11, from 9:30 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

There will be raf�es, an exquisite table, a Christmas 
table, a bake table, pies and a craft table. A homemade 
luncheon includes soups, sandwiches and apple crisp. 

Free lunch served to all veterans.

Red Door Fayre is Nov. 11

WARE – Country 
Bank Board Chair, James 
Phaneuf, is pleased to an-
nounce that the Bank’s 
Board of Directors re-
cently became the �rst ful-
ly certi�ed Board through 
Bank Director’s Certi�ca-
tion Program.

The certi�cation pro-
vides participants with a 
thorough grounding in 
corporate governance and 
important industry issues 
that greatly enhance the 
performance of individual 
directors. The Board com-
pleted the comprehensive 
training program this past 
year and was certi�ed in 
September.

Participants must 
complete 31 designated 
online training videos 
and board briefs focused 
on the role of the Board, 
audit and risk, compen-
sation, governance, and �duciary responsibilities. In 
addition to Bank Director’s Online Training Series, 
participants must attend a day-long Corporate Gov-
ernance Workshop in the Bank Director Certi�cation 
Program or, alternatively, complete a virtual version 
of the program.

Completing the program and becoming a certi�ed 
bank director sends a clear message to state and feder-
al regulators that board members take their �duciary 
duties seriously and want to be top-performing mem-
bers of the Bank’s Board.

“Country Bank’s Board of Directors is deeply com-
mitted to the Bank’s continued growth and prosper-
ity. They understand their responsibilities to ensure 
Country Bank remains one of the strongest Commu-
nity Banks in the region. I look forward to the future 
with great optimism, knowing that we have such a 
dedicated group of business professionals and the dif-
ference they make for the Bank’s long-term success,” 
said James Phaneuf in a press release.

“Bank Director is grateful for Country Bank’s en-
thusiastic support for the Certi�cation Program,” said 
Editor-at-Large Jack Milligan, who created the course 
curriculum. “This sends a very powerful message that 

the Country Bank Board of Directors takes its gover-
nance responsibilities seriously. It is a testament to our 
motto that ‘Strong Boards Build Strong Banks.’” 

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service $1.8 billion with 

17.0% Tier 1 Capital mutual community bank serv-
ing central and western Massachusetts with 14 of�ces 
in Ware, Palmer, West Brook�eld, Brim�eld, Belcher-
town, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charl-
ton and Worcester. Country Bank is a member of 
FDIC, DIF and the SUM network. Country Bank 
can be reached by calling 800-322-8233 or visiting 
countrybank.com.   

About Bank Director
Bank Director reaches the leaders of the institu-

tions that comprise America’s banking industry. 
Since 1991, Bank Director has provided board-lev-

el research, peer-insights and in-depth executive and 
board services. Built for banks, Bank Director extends 
into and beyond the boardroom by providing timely 
and relevant information through Bank Director mag-
azine, board training services and the �nancial indus-
try’s premier event, Acquire or Be Acquired. 

For more information, visit BankDirector.com.

Country Bank Board Members are Elizabeth Rappaport, Theresa Grove, Stacey Luster, Kathryn Crockett, Rich-
ard Maynard, Kenneth Riley, Jr., James Phaneuf, Edward Noonan II, Ross Dik, Robert Haveles, Steven Musso 
and Keith Blanchette. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Country Bank and Bank Director announce 
first fully certified Board
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth $19999

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$54999$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$69999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER

MAYTAG 
DRYER

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$69999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

20 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$89999

WAS $1099.99$1099

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Hisense................$279.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$299.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$399.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$399.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$749.99

(Regularly $799.99)
85” Samsung............$1399.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR - 100’s OF DEALS & REBATES!

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$24999

BLACK NOVEMBER

SNOWBLOWERS!
SELL
WE

SNOW IS
COMING!

HOT
WATER
HEATERS

WE HAVE THE 
BEST PRICES ON

THOUSANDS OF TOYS!GIANT TOY DEPT!
OPEN LABOR DAY 10 AM TO 7 PM

Kim’s Quilts and Cra�s 
of Belchertown

LONGARM SERVICE

413-362-9467

going to the craft fairs at Tantasqua 
for �ve years, had her beautifully made 
wreaths and other handmade décor for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. She loves 
craft fairs and has always enjoyed the 
ones held at Tantasqua. 

One crafter had beautifully made 
textiles including baby blankets, kitchen 
towels, hats, scarves, and her popular 
washable dish “scrubbies” that can re-
place traditional sponges. 

Sam Barrus, the creator of these 
hand-sewn and crocheted pieces, also 
makes doll clothes, jewelry, purses, and 
other accessories.

Steerage Rock Stitching is owned 
and operated by Gail Modugno, and 
her daughter, Jessica Kold, and grand-
daughter Grace Kolb. 

The family operates their business 
out of Brim�eld and sells handmade 
rolls of reusable cloth towels that can re-
place full rolls of paper towels, making 
a positive impact on the environment. 

A stay-at-home mom who followed 
her passions, Rona T. Roy opened her 
own business, featuring her beautifully 
sculpted pottery. Her business, located 
locally in Fiskdale, is called Twiddle T’s 

Pottery, and can also be found on Face-
book. 

Francis Bousquet, owner and oper-
ator of Crows Feet Primitives Candle 
Company, creates her own candles with 
soy and other all natural ingredients like 
fresh herbs and coffee grounds. Her jars 
are all hand-painted and can be kept as 
a treasured keepsake when the candle is 
gone. 

Artist Patricia Siwek’s booth fea-
tured her beautiful paintings, and some 
adorable Christmas gnomes. Her grand-
daughter, Caitlyn Siwek, accompanies 
her to craft fairs and is the perfect part-
ner for all of her grandmother’s events. 

Josh and Jean McCrillis, owners of 
No Way Hose J, use retired �re hoses to 
create screen-printed wall décor. They 
also have squeaky dog toys, key chains, 
and can cozies made from the recycled 
hose material. 

The craft fair featured dozens more 
artists and vendors who had anything 
from tasty treats, to farm fresh honey, to 
jewelry. Make sure to get to next year’s 
craft fair at Tantasqua to see more 
amazing artists like them.

FAIR  I FROM PAGE 1

Francis Bousquet is shown with her beautiful hand painted jars holding her homemade candles with all nat-
ural ingredients. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Grace and Jessica Kolb, a mother daughter team, ran Grace’s grandmother’s, Gail Modugno, booth selling her 
beautifully made reusable towels.

Linda Brown is shown with her beautiful display of homemade holiday 
décor.

Rona T. Roy, owner of her small business, Twiddle T’s Pottery, featured 
her beautiful hand-sculpted mugs and dishes.

Jean and Josh McCrillis displayed their homemade signs using retired 
fire hoses and wood. 

Sam Barrus stands proudly with her handmade textile creations.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. �is 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news sta� that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

�e editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

�e successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

�is is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

�is full-time position with �exible schedule is 
based in our Palmer o�ce at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Quali�cations should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a sta� writer and
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven
   environment
• Pro�ciency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Daniel and Jennifer Brevik perform Winter Songs 

FOSC host concert to welcome the holiday season Dec. 10

Daniel Brevik, bass-baritone and Jennifer Fijal-Brevik, mezzo-soprano, will present a medley of stunning 
vocal performance accompanied by pianist Ania Bostock, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 10, at the Stone Church 
Cultural Center, 283 Main St., Gilbertville.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

HARDWICK – Daniel Brevik, 
bass-baritone and Jennifer Fijal-Brevik, 
mezzo-soprano, will present a medley 
of stunning vocal performance of clas-
sical, musical theater, and holiday sea-
son songs, accompanied by pianist Ania 
Bostock, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 10, 
at the Stone Church Cultural Center, 
283 Main St., Gilbertville.  

A public reception will follow the 
concert. Tickets are $20 at the door or 
through https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/friendsofthestonechurch/888277. 
Youth under 18 and holders of the Mass 
Cultural Council “Card to Culture” will 
be admitted at no charge.

American bass-baritone Daniel Bre-
vik is praised for having a “massive, 
focused, rich warm timbre.” Boasting a 
fan base of over 60,000 monthly listen-
ers on Spotify and more on TikTok, his 
singing in classical and popular genres 
reaches audiences on a global scale. 

A recipient of Opera Theater of 
Saint Louis’ Richard Gaddes Career 
Grant and the Wendy Shattuck Presi-
dential Scholarship at the New England 
Conservatory, Brevik was hailed by The 
Washington Post for having “an impres-
sive, sonorous voice” while Opera Today 
claimed he could “rattle the rafters one 
moment and be lullingly conversational 
the next.” 

A Massachusetts resident, Brevik has 
made lasting impressions as a soloist in 
Boston performances of Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 9, Handel’s Messiah, 
and the Mozart Requiem. 

Jennifer Fijal-Brevik, mezzo-sopra-
no, holds a bachelor’s degree in vocal 
performance and pedagogy from Plym-

outh State University and a master’s de-
gree in voice and opera from the New 
England Conservatory, where she per-
formed in the American premiere of 
Rossini’s historic opera La Gazzetta. 

She sang in Don Boothman’s quartet 
at “Let Joy Resound,” the re-opening 
concert for the Stone Church in April 
of 2016. She has appeared in Friends of 
the Stone Church concerts twice since 
that time. 

Fijal-Brevik grew up in Palmer and 
was mentored by Boothman, a re-
nowned baritone and Hardwick resi-
dent for many years. She serves as Music 
Minister at First Presbyterian Church 
in Hartford, Connecticut, teaches voice, 
and is the Director of Education at Fal-
cetti School of Music.

Piano instructor and collaborative 
pianist Ania Bostock won the New En-
gland Piano Championship in 2001 and 
started teaching music at age 16. She is 
Music Director of Our Saviour’s Lu-
theran Church in South Hadley. 

Bostcok is faculty pianist at several 
local schools and colleges and teaches at 
Falcetti School of Music. 

When the Breviks last appeared 
together at the Stone Church, in De-
cember of 2019, audience members ex-
pressed awe at the quality of their per-
formance. 

This concert will open with a pair of 
classical gems: Pulitzer Prize-winning 
composer Samuel Barber’s 1958 En-
glish-language aria “Must the Winter 
come so soon?” and “Aleko’s Cavetina” 
from Sergei Rachmaninoff’s �rst opera.  
These lyrical songs of nature and trag-
ic love will resonate with listeners ap-

proaching a New England winter.  
The program will then switch magi-

cally to Disney-inspired songs: Liz Cal-
loway’s show-stopping “Once Upon a 
December,” nominated for a Golden 
Globe for Best Original Song, and the 
transformative “Evermore,” as Beauty 
and the Beast’s title character learns to 
love and expresses his heartbreak and 
loneliness for the �rst time. Delights 
continue with beloved gems from musi-
cal theater. 

In the second half of the program, 
the talented singers will open up their 
gifts for holiday season listening. 

This concert is supported in part by a 
grant from the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency. 

At home viewers may enjoy watching 
recordings of previous concerts through 
links on the Friends of the Stone Church 
website: FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org/
music/.

About FOSC
Friends of the Stone Church, Inc. 

is a public charitable corporation and 
community group organized in 2015 
and open to all. Its mission is to pre-
serve and protect the Gilbertville Stone 
Church Cultural Center and to make it 
available as a place of community en-
richment. 

The FOSC are currently in Phase 4 
of stabilizing the stone tower, with fund-
ing, in part, from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Facilities Fund, a program of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
administered through a collaborative 
agreement between MassDevelopment 
and the Mass Cultural Council. 

Donations toward the ongoing pres-
ervation project and FOSC programs 
can be made by visiting Friendsoft-
heStoneChurch.org, or by mailing to 
FOSC, P.O. Box 347, Gilbertville, MA 
01031.
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – The Sarat family invited 
customers of their three car dealerships 
to Palmer Motorsports Park for the 
third annual Mustangs on the Moun-
tain event.

Mustangs on the Mountain is a 
celebration of one of most popular 
high-powered workhorses in the auto 
industry – the Ford Mustang.

Despite the return of rainy weath-
er, about 175 Mustangs traveled to the 
Whiskey Hill track on Oct. 29 for a 
chance to take parade laps around the 
most breathtaking views the region has 
to offer. 

For many car owners, this was the 
�rst time their Mustang had ever seen 
rain; and it was worth it.

Jack Sarat, Dealer Principal of Sarat 
Ford Lincoln said one customer from 
Boston contacted him the day of the 
event and said, “I don’t care if  it’s rain-
ing or not.”

Jack left his Mustang back home, a 
2005 50th anniversary model that has 
50 miles on it. Only 1,965 of these cars 
were made.

Founded in 1929, Sarat Ford Lincoln 
is overseen by Jack and his sons Jeff, 
Chris and Scott. The Sarat family also 
owns Family Ford of En�eld and Ford 
of Northampton

Mustangs on the Mountain is a cus-
tomer appreciation event, Chris said. 

“We invited all of our Mustang cos-
tumers,” he said. “People come from all 
over…one guy said this is the �rst time 
his car has ever seen the rain.”

The Sarat family brought several 
Ford vehicles with them, including a 
Mach E, an all-electric crossover; a 2024 
Mustang and a 2023 Bronco.

Chris said the Mach E came out in 
2021 and can be all-wheel drive or rear-
wheel drive. The Bronco returned to 
production after a hiatus since the mid-
1990s.

Mustangs continue to be a popular 
purchase at the Sarat family’s dealer-

ships, Chris said, with the GT and the 
Shelby being top picks for motorists.

Mustangs on the Mountain is an 
event that the Sarat family and their 
customers look forward to each year.

“It means a lot, we’re just happy to be 
here with our cars,” Jack said. “They’re 
all Mustang enthusiasts.”

While many of the participants at 
Mustangs on the Mountain have been 
longtime customers of the Sarat family, 
some are new to the Ford family, includ-
ing Patrick Zambri of Portland, Con-
necticut who just bought his 2019 Ford 
Mustang Bullitt three weeks ago.

“It’s a special edition, based on the 
Steve McQueen movie ‘Bullitt,’” Zam-
bri said.

Painted Dark Highland Green, Zam-
bri’s six-speed manual only has 2,800 
miles on it.

“We got three laps in already,” Zam-
bri said. When asked if  he planned to 
return for next year’s event, he said, “ab-
solutely.”

John Blessis of Granby, Connecticut 
brought his 2015 Ford Mustang GT, as 
he has for all three years the event has 
been held.

The GT is his primary car, and he 
drives it all year round, even through 
the winter.

“Just put some snows on it and 
it goes…you’ve got to drive it in the 
snow,” Blessis said. 

For the second year in a row, proceeds 
from the Mustangs on the Mountain 
event helped bene�t a local nonprof-
it organization, Central New England 
Equine Rescue in West Brook�eld. 

CNEER has been rescuing horses, 
ponies and donkeys since 2003, having 
helped hundreds of animals in need. 

Volunteers from the organization 
were on hand to share information 
about their work, the horses on the 
farm, and also sell merchandise. 

For more information about 
CNEER, visit centralnewenglande-
quinerescue.com or �nd them on Face-
book. 

Providing food during the event was 
Dunkin’ and North Elm Butcher Block 

Mustangs on the Mountain

Sarat family holds annual costumers appreciation event

out of West�eld. 
About Palmer Motorsports Park

Palmer Motorsports Park has been 
rated “One of the top 10 road courses 
in North America” by Road & Track 
Magazine. Its unique setting and chal-
lenging road course draw club members 

and visitors from New England and be-
yond for racing, research, recreational, 
and business-related activities. 

For more information, visit palmer-
motorsportspark.com or �nd them on 
Facebook.

Three generations of the Sarat family, owners of Sarat Ford Lincoln, hosted the Mustangs on the Mountain 
customer appreciation event at Palmer Motorsports Park on Oct. 29. Shown in the back row from left are Jeff 
Sarat, Jack Sarat and Chris Sarat. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Central New England Equine Rescue volunteers Lynne and Jerry Doble represented the organization at the 
Mustangs on the Mountain event.

The fall foliage matched the color of these Ford Mustangs. This vibrant yellow Ford Mustang was one of the pace cars on the track.

Sarat Ford Lincoln brought this 2024 Ford Mustang convertible to the third annual Mustangs on the Mountain 
event. This sleek gray Ford Mustang was also used as a pace car.
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Cougars get by McCann in �rst round
WARREN – Last 

Thursday afternoon, 
Quaboag boys soccer 
began the state tourna-
ment, facing off against 
McCann Technical, a 
Western Mass. team. 
The Cougars, which 
went 4-7-3 in the regular 
season, defeated Mc-
Cann 3-1 and advanced 
into the Round of 32.

Brayden Lopato plays the ball on defense. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI Reed Waz stops an opposing player’s progress.

Ryan Miner corrals the ball before turning around and moving upfield. Jacoby Labillois sends a pass away. Hart Waz makes a throw-in.

Panthers win Central Mass. title

CLINTON – Last Mon-
day night, Quabbin �eld 
hockey captured the Cen-
tral Mass. Athletic Director 
Tournament championship, 
defeating Clinton 2-1. Mak-
enzie Casey and Kylie Casey 
scored the goals for the Pan-
thers. Quabbin handed Clin-
ton its �rst loss this season. 
The Panthers would move 
on to face St. Paul’s in the 
start the of Division 4 State 
Tournament last Thursday.

Annabelle Magil challenges the defender for the ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY Farrah Wojick races to beat the Clinton defender.
Makenzie Casey carries the ball past 
the Clinton defenders.

Jullianna Stanger comes out of the net to make a save.Madylin Berault goes stick to stick to come up with the ball.



PAGE 10   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com I Friday, November 10, 2023

- community -

Costa scores pair in playoff win

PALMER – Last 
Friday afternoon, Path-
�nder defeated Hoosac 
Valley, another Western 
Mass. team, in the open-
ing round of the Divi-
sion 5 State Tournament. 
Evan Costa scored twice 
while Riley Sanderson 
and Jaleel Nevue-Ro-
man scored single goals. 
Richie Gula had eight 
saves while getting the 
win in goal. The Pioneers 
moved on to play Doug-
las in the next round.

Ethan DeBettencourt catches up to the ball. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEET-
DOGPHOTOS.COM

Owen Pear sends a shot away. Jaleel Nevue-Roman separates from his opponent.

Talon Clark goes after a loose ball.

Evan Costa plays the ball off his side.

Monty Tech best Quabbin in nonplayoff action
BARRE – Last Friday night, Mon-

ty Tech defeated host Quabbin 41-24 
in Week 9. Quabbin held an early lead 
thanks to a Luke Salvadore touchdown 
followed by a Chase Talbot two-point 
conversion run for an 8-6 lead. But 
Monty Tech scored three touchdowns in 
the second quarter to take a command-
ing lead and the Panthers were unable 
to come back from that. Quabbin faces 
St. Bernard’s in Week 10.

Connor Breeds breaks up the pass. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY

Ed Geurtin takes the kickoff.

Chase Talbot runs in for the two-point conversion.Adam Adams drops back to pass.
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STURBRIDGE – A heavy downpour didn’t damp-
en the spirits of runners and walkers in the third an-
nual TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K and Fun 
Walk that was held on Oct. 29.

According to race director Klaus Hachfeld, the 
event went on with much enthusiasm and only minor 
inconvenience to the more than 100 participants and 
race volunteers.

The family-friendly event included a 5K Trail Run, 
a 1K Road Run, and a 5K Trail Fun Walk using the 
Old Sturbridge Village Education Center on Old Stur-
bridge Village Road and the Arbitus Park Trail in the 
Leadmine Mountain Conservation Lands. The event 
also included free games for younger children, a cos-
tume parade, and relay races organized by a volunteer 
team from Burgess Elementary School. 

“What’s a little rain when you have such wonderful 
volunteers, supportive sponsors, and delightfully cos-
tumed runners of all ages,” said Hachfeld. “Thanks to 
everyone who helped make this event so successful for 
a third consecutive year.” 

The results below were tabulated by Jody Kingman 
for RaceWire:

Top male �nishers in the TREK Sturbridge Hal-
loween 5K Trail Race included �rst place, Cole Cash-
man (18:38), second place, Andrew Herzog (19:52), 
and third place, Joshua Aliengena (20:46). Top female 
�nishers included �rst place, Ann Considine (25:28); 
second place, Jessica Billings (27:25), and third place, 
Carolyn Bressette (28:56).

Top �nishers in the TREK Sturbridge Halloween 
1K Pre-Teen Road Race included �rst place, Brooks 

Billings (age 4); second place, River Gendron (age 5); 
third place, Eli Aliengena (age 5); fourth place, Zach-
ery Barberio (age 12), and �fth place Reagan Herzog 
(age 5).

The TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rotary Club fundraiser, with all 
pro�ts going to local student scholarships and other 
community needs projects. 

Sponsors for the event included Big Bunny Super-
market, ClearCom IT Solutions, Cook’s Farm Or-
chards, Cormier Jewelers, Cornerstone Bank, Dave’s 
Pest Control, G&R Fish Market, George & Davis At-
torneys at Law, Hearthstone Market, I Am T Shirts, 
Jeffrey N, Chasse Attorney at Law, Joe Klimavich 
Public Relations, Marino Law P.C., McCurdy Insur-
ance, Old Sturbridge Village, Publick House Historic 
Inn, RE/MAX Professional Associates, Southbridge 
Credit Union, Studio 20/20, Tasse Fuel Corporation, 
Teddy G’s Pub & Grille, and Unique Hair by Chrissy.

Rotary International is a worldwide service organi-
zation of business and professional men and women 
united to provide humanitarian service, encourage 
high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build 
goodwill and peace throughout the world. 

The Sturbridge Rotary Club meets for dinner at 6 
p.m. on the �rst and third Tuesday of the month at the 
Publick House Historic Inn on Sturbridge Common, 
Route 131. New members are welcome. 

For additional information, visit the Sturbridge Ro-
tary Club website at sturbridgerotary.com.

Rotary Club announces 3rd annual TREK Sturbridge winners

Brooks Billings (Age 4) came in first in the pre-teen category. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO

Eli Aliengena, age 5, joined his dad, Josh, with a “best costume” award. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

“Pink Bunny” Josh Aliengena (third place) and “Care Bare” Andrew 
Herzog (second place). Aliengena also took home a prize for best cos-
tume. SUBMITTED PHOTO

National Honor Society students from Tantasqua Regional High School volunteered at the event again this year. SUBMITTED PHOTO

First place finisher Cole Cashman (18:38) crosses the finishing line. SUB-
MITTED PHOTO BY RACEWIRE

First place woman Ann Considine (25:28) crosses the finish line. SUBMIT-
TED PHOTO BY RACEWIRE
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FARMER MATT’S WINTER 
MENU IS HERE
Warm up those taste buds with some 
new additions this winter.
Steak and Cheese Sub made with real 
Farmer Matt beef, onions, & peppers.
Crispy Chicken Sandwich with choice 
of cheese and sauce. 
Sloppy Joe on a brioche bun.

FarmerMatt.com
860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

NEW: Steak and 
Cheese Sub

Farmer Matt is open all year round.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

ATMs and teller window facility and replace with in-
teractive teller machines and a new canopy. 

Town Planner Jean Bubon said the project has 
been reviewed by all staff and no major concerns were 
noted. The Conservation Commission has already 
approved the project, as has the Design Review Com-
mittee.

“The project will result in a net decrease in impervi-
ous area, and has added additional landscaping,” she 
said. 

Bernardino said the side of the building has two 
drive-up ATMs under a canopy, and there is a mix of 
two-way and one-way circulation throughout the site.

“The proposal is to relocate it to the back of the 
property,” he said. “For the day-to-day ATM drive-up 
operations, it will be in the facility in the back. The 
front will have a nighttime secure drop-off for after 
hours.

The impervious area will have a net decrease of just 
over 2,000 square feet. He said they will incorporate 
additional landscaping including shade trees, plant-
ings and a landscape island.

Bernardino said some of the pavement will be re-

placed to allow for new curb lines and construction. 
Construction includes demolishing the existing cano-
py.

A new 28 by 40-foot canopy will house two ITMs, 
which connect customers to live customer service rep-
resentatives, in addition to a standalone ATM. It will 
be disconnected from the building.

The driveway circulation will also be recon�gured.
The Planning Board closed the hearing and ap-

proved the site plan.

Town Planner’s report
Bubon said Escape the Pike, located at 179 Main 

St., is expanding into the 1,100 square foot suite for-
merly occupied by Max Impact Nutrition.

“This will actually allow them to add three addi-
tional games,” Bubon said. “It’s nice to see the space 
�lled so quickly after somebody moving out.”

Bubon said the town has recently �nished the pres-
ervation plan, which will be available soon. 

She said the town is also working with Jennifer 
Doherty from the Massachusetts Historical Commis-
sion to develop an action plan in order to implement 
the preservation plan.
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it is a great idea. 
Daylight Saving Time was and is a wrong idea 

and an example of one of humanity’s worst af�ic-
tions, overthinking.

It has some bad aspects according to Karin John-
son.

Johnson is a professor of neurology at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Chan Medical School-Bay-
state and medical director of the Baystate Health 
Regional Sleep Program.

She is co-chair of the Coalition for Permanent 
Standard Time, and also vice-president of the non-
pro�t, nonpartisan Save Standard Time. Johnson is 
creator and host of its educational video series The 
Science of Clock Change.

In an Oct. 25 news article Johnson made the point 
that not just the changeover, but Daylight Savings 
Time itself  is more than just a few restless nights:

“Every year more scienti�c data is uncovering the 
hidden harms of Daylight Saving Time. Most peo-
ple think it is just the clock change that is harmful 
(it is), but they do not realize the greater harms of 
living with delayed clocks throughout Daylight Sav-
ing Time, which increase the risk of cancer, heart 
disease, diabetes, depression, suicide, fatal motor 
vehicle crashes, and decreased workplace produc-
tivity and academic achievement. These impacts are 
disproportionately felt by teenagers, night owls, and 
workers and parents who have to wake up by 8 a.m. 
(worse for those with earlier start times), more of-
ten minorities and those with lower socio-economic 
status.”

Proposals for taking up Daylight Savings Time 
go back well over a hundred years. Mostly they were 
associated with an economic bene�t, Germany and 
Austria took it on for a military advantage during 
World War I.

It certainly caught on here and is almost univer-
sally observed.

Will that change now that it is known that health 
can be impacted by the practice?

Johnson seems to hope so from her article. She 
mentions a bill submitted by State Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo of Spring�eld and State Senator Patrick 
O’Connor of Weymouth.

The bill, submitted by Puppolo, and O’Connor, 
would allow Massachusetts to adopt permanent 
Standard Time.

It seems a worthy idea, but even if  it passes, un-
less bordering states take it up, it will have to wait for 
implementation according to the professor, “Wary 
of economic and transportation impacts due to 
misalignment with border states, many time bills, in-
cluding the Massachusetts bill, link implementation 
to similar bills in other states.”

Still, it’s a start, and should you wish to see it 
pass, contacting your rep or senator may be in order.

Going in a completely opposite direction, how-
ever, are Florida Republican Senator Marco Rubio 
and Massachusetts Democratic Senator Ed Markey.

Rubio and Markey support the Sunshine Protec-
tion Act that proposes permanent daylight savings 
time.

One is tempted to say the two are trying to give 
bipartisanship a bad name, but of course, they claim 
all kinds of improvements as well. The Rubio bill’s 
bene�ts would be mostly economic.

Evidence seems more on Johnson’s side.
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NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
The North Brook�eld Police As-
sociation Toys-For-Joy program 
is asking for donations of new, 
unwrapped, toys, games, crafts 
and sporting equipment for chil-
dren of all ages.  

Cash and check donations 
(made out to North Brook�eld 
Police Association) are also wel-
comed.  These toys are distribut-

ed to families in need within the 
community. 

The “Stuff-the-Bus” event 
will be held Saturday, Nov. 25, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Han-
naford parking lot.

AA transportation will pro-
vide a school bus and driver so 
that members of the community 
can come and stuff it full of their 
toy donations.  This event is an 

overwhelming success every year 
as citizens come out in droves to 
show their support and generos-
ity.  

As always, gift donations will 
also be accepted in the North 
Brook�eld Police Station lob-
by, Dollar General and North 
Brook�eld Savings Bank (Gil-
bert Street location).

Police Association seeks donations for Toys-For-Joy

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

BROOKFIELD – Oakholm Farm hosted its �rst 
ever Willowfest with their Highland cow, Willow, as 
the star of the show. 

This was the farm’s �rst Willowfest, and it went on 
with great success.

The farm had many things to do and see for all in-
cluding live music, food trucks, hay rides, face paint-
ing, a bag pipes performance, a small craft fair with 
talented artists, and a kid’s farm animal costume con-
test. 

There were several fundraisers going on, and one 
was for the Boston Children’s Hospital to fund Kelly 
Austin for the Boston Marathon coming in 2024. She 
had a candy fundraiser, selling full sized candy bars, 
and another, where people could “adopt” a stuffed 
Highland cow. 

The Highland cow stuffed animals available for 
adoption included one that looked just like the farm’s 
Willow, and another bull from Pine Hollow Farm An-
imal Sanctuary named Ferdinand. 

The farm also hosted a “cow chip”contest, which 
was used to determine which charity got the fund-
raised money determined by Willow’s, well, cow chip. 

“I’ve always wanted to do a cow chip, and we got 
the opportunity to do it with Pine Hollow Sanctuary,” 
Christina Predella, the owner of the farm said, excited 
about the opportunities for fundraising. 

Predella’s main goal with the event was achieved. 

She wants all who come to the farm to have fun and 
feel welcome and was so happy to see the amount she 
was able to raise in the fundraising events for the Bos-
ton Children’s hospital and the Pine Hollow Sanctu-
ary. 

The farm will also be having its annual Christmas 
tree sales beginning on Black Friday. The workshop 
will also be open to vendors and craftsmen to get some 
Christmas shopping done. 

Stay tuned to learn about more fun opportunities 
for all to join in on at the farm.

Emily Orth giving Willow the Highland cow some well-deserved 
scritches. TURLEY PHOTO BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

First ever Willowfest celebration benefits charities
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on Legacy, may not score “meeting ex-
pectations” on Next-Gen.

“The test itself  is more challenging,” 
he said.

McCormick said the spring MCAS 
scores are a “work in progress.” 

All grade levels are currently scoring 
below the state average in English Lan-
guage Arts. Science is also below the 
state average for all grade levels.

For math, grade four scored high-
er than the state average, while other 
grades continue to need work. 

Data collected from 2021-2023 looks 
at growth. Grade six showed growth in 
ELA, but most grade levels for the past 
two years have “trickled off.”

McCormick said growth could not 
be calculated for classes with less than 
20 students.

“Right now, North Brook�eld is in 
the ‘limited to no progress toward tar-
gets’…we’ve been kind of in that spot 
for a couple years now. We have not 
made enough growth to move us up 
toward ‘moderate progress toward tar-
gets’ or ‘substantial progress toward tar-
gets,’” he said.

McCormick said chronic absentee-
ism is a concern that is impacting learn-
ing. 

“We have too many kids who are at 
10 or more absences for the year,” he 
said. 

McCormick said the High School 
received four out of four points for ad-
vanced coursework completion.

“That was an asset to our High 
School,” he said.

Compared to similar school districts, 
North Brook�eld is ranked at 23% for 
“meeting or exceeding” in ELA for 
grades three through eight, The lowest 
scoring in the cohort of school districts 
is North Adams at 22% and the highest 
being Hull at 47%. 

Quaboag Regional School District 
ranked at 36%.

For meeting or exceeding in math 
for grades three through eight, North 
Brook�eld ranked 22%, compared to 
North Adams at 17%, 
Hull at 44% and Quabo-
ag at 28%.

Grade 10 ranked 
38% for ELA and 30% 
for math. Grades �ve 
through eight ranked 
23% for science. 

“This is not where we 
want to be,” McCormick. 
“What we really need to 
stress are the next steps 
and what we are doing 
right now and what we’re 
doing the next couple 
years.”

McCormick said 
there are some positives 
to recognize in the data, 
including increased par-
ticipation in taking the 
MCAS test, along with 
some age groups scoring 
above the state average. 
He said the school dis-
trict gained accountabil-
ity points for ELA and 
math growth in the Ele-
mentary School, as well 
as for low chronic absen-

teeism and advanced coursework com-
pletion in the High School.

McCormick said the school district 
is working with outside agencies, New 
Hope and Behavioral Health Network, 
to provide in-school counseling for over 
20 students.

Superintendent’s report
McCormick said strategic planning 

sessions were held over three days. A 
consultant helped participants during 
the �rst two meetings to frame the work.

“Through this work, we were able 
to kind of narrow our focus down. We 
looked at our vision, our mission. We 
looked at our core values as a district…
and we also looked at what our major 
overarching initiatives were going to be, 
plus our strategies to get there,” McCor-
mick said.

Individual action steps for each ini-
tiative are �uid and may change over the 
years., McCormick said.

“This team did a fantastic job,” he 
said.

School Committee Vice-Chair Tim 
Canada said there was a good group 
of people participating in the strategic 
planning sessions, with many different 
opinions. He said they constructively 
worked together, and he liked the for-
matting of it. 

The strategic planning sessions were 
comprised of school administrators, 
teachers, school committee members, 
students and community members.

McCormick said there were about 20 
people involved in the sessions.

Recognition
McCormick recognized four teachers 

for volunteering their time to work with 
stakeholders to help plan the future of 
the school district. 

The teachers recognized were Marga-
ret Hanson, Channing LeBlanc, Shelly 
Lacaire and Caitlyn Malone. 

School choice numbers
McCormick also shared school 

choice numbers compared to last year’s. 
He said last year 170 students opted to 
school choice out of the district and 42 
opted to school choice in.

Now, 156 students are going out and 
39 are coming in.

“There’s money attached to school 
choice,” McCormick. He said there are 
about 438 students in the district ac-
cording to data from SchoolBrains.

Administrators’ reports
High School Principal John Diorio 

said a homework help group is open to 
students in grades seven through 12 af-
ter school. He said it is usually staffed 
by teachers, administrators or college 
student tutors to help in all subjects.

He said the math department began 
collaborating on lesson studies. ELA 
will begin collaboration next.

Diorio said Middle School students 
were awarded student of the month cer-
ti�cates. This will happen monthly, and 
Diorio thanked McCormick and the 
families for supporting the students.

Diorio also congratulated student 
Diego Cruz who was selected as the �rst 
senior of the week.

In High School, grades nine through 
12 held a monthly attendance party. 
Grade 10 won last month, with an at-
tendance rate of 97%, which is over the 
state average.

Ian Fantasia was selected as North 
Brook�eld’s Project 351 ambassador. 

Diorio said �ve Middle School stu-
dents attended a leadership conference, 
where they participated in personal re-
�ection, group challenges and dynamic 
discussions.

Elementary School Principal Sarah 
Priestley said grade six students attend-
ed Nature’s Classroom and they bonded 
as a class. 

“They had a great time,” she said.
Priestley said staff in the school are 

really focusing on using intervention 
time effectively, after looking at the 
MCAS results.

Director of Student Services Ann 
Knapp said she reviewed physical re-
straint procedures with Priestley to en-
sure they meet changing guidelines from 
the Department of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education. The updated proce-
dures have been added to the school’s 

website, staff and student handbooks.
The School Committee voted to ac-

cept the new restraint policy. 
She said preschool screenings were 

also held.
Student Council update

Student Representative Olivia Gi-
angrande said the homecoming games 
had to be canceled due to the weather, 
but the dance was still held. Spirit week 
was held the week leading up to the 
dance.

An ice cream bar was set up at the 
homecoming dance and the Student 
Council raised a good amount of mon-
ey.

Halloween room decorating was 
held, and each grade decorated their ad-
visor’s classroom. A Halloween dance 
was held for students in grades seven to 
12.

Students donated canned goods 
and nonperishable food items for the 
school’s food pantry. Giangrande said 
donations can be made to the food pan-
try at any time, by dropping them off at 
the Main Of�ce.

The Giving Turkey will be set up to 
collect donations for Toys for Tots for 
the month of November.

“Students are encouraged to take a 
feather from the turkey, and then buy 
whatever item is written on that turkey,” 
she said. “At the end of the event, the 
grade with the most items donated will 
received spirit week points.”

The Student Council has several up-
coming conferences, including on Nov. 
16 at Tantasqua Regional High School. 
There are also conferences in March 
and April. 

Giangrande said Student Council 
meetings are usually held every other 
Monday and all are welcome to attend. 
She encouraged people to follow the 
Student Council on social media.

New webpage
McCormick said the new webpage 

has been launched and is very user 
friendly. An app will be launched soon 
to access the site through mobile pho-
tos.
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

PRIME RIB Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Tuesday Night Special - Two Entrees & Appetizer $50

Sunday & Monday Nights $1 Wings
Monday Night Trivia 6 p.m. • Wednesday Night Music Bingo

Paint And Sip
Tuesday, December 5 and 

Tuesday, December 19
Visit Our Website for Information

Purchase Your 
2024 Golf Membership Now 

And Receive A Complimentary
Gi� Card Up To $225

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senator 
Edward J. Markey (D-Massachusetts) 
released a statement recently on mak-
ing daylight saving time permanent 
and ending the antiquated practice of 
changing the clocks twice a year. 

Markey, along with Senator Marco 
Rubio (R-Florida), is an original spon-
sor of the Sunshine Protection Act, 
which unanimously passed the Senate 
in March 2022 but was never brought 
up for a vote in the House.  

“When we ‘fall back’ and lose the 
extra hour of daylight saving time on 
Sunday, we are sacri�cing energy sav-
ings, crime reduction and economic 
bene�ts for darkness,” Markey said. 
“Over the years, I’ve fought and won to 
extend daylight saving time-adding two 
months’ worth of sun to the American 
people’s calendar, which saves the same 
amount of electricity as used by over 
100,000 households for an entire year. 
It’s past time for Congress to take up 

the Sunshine Protection Act and make 
daylight saving time permanent to keep 
the sun shining.” 

Studies show that making DST per-
manent would have positive impacts on 
public health, the economy, and climate 
change. Representative Vern Buchanan 
(Florida-16) introduced companion leg-
islation in the House. 

As part of the Energy Policy Act in 
2005, then-Representatives Markey and 
Fred Upton (Michigan-06) amended 

the Uniform Time Act of 1966, extend-
ing the duration of DST in the spring 
by changing its start date from the �rst 
Sunday in April to the second Sunday 
in March, and in the fall by changing its 
end date from the last Sunday in Octo-
ber to the �rst Sunday in November. 

In 1985, then-Representative Mar-
key also partnered with Representative 
Carlos Moorhead (California-27) to ex-
tend DST by three weeks.

Senator advocates to make daylight savings permanent
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ESTATE SALE
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOV. 10 
& 11. 113 BOGAN RD., MON-
SON, 8am-4pm. Furniture, garden 
tools, household items, costume jew-
elry, sterling & gold jewelry, antiques.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certi�ed.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BALED HAY FOR SALE. Call 413-
323-7120.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re�nish-
ing - cane, �ber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini 
splits, EV chargers, smoke detection. 
Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 
413-210-9140.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST BBB approved, sheetrock 
repair, painting jobs, window & door re-
placement, vinyl-wood siding, �ooring 
installed. Dependable, affordable. Tim 
413-563-2229.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace-
ment windows & doors, roo�ng, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproo�ng sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
�ooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
�ed. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

EXPERIENCED ROOFER wanted. 
Part-time, must have own transpora-
tion. Call 413-967-6679.

GAS & PLUMBING INSPECTOR
Town of Monson is accepting applica-
tions for PT opening, 2-5 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday w/some �exibility. Must 
be in good standing with MA Gas 
and Plumbing Licensing Board. $45/
per inspection For job description and 
requirements visit the Employment 
Opportunities page at https:/www.
monson-ma.gov/humanresourc-
es/news/employment-opportu-
nities for and application. Interested 
candidates must submit an application 
to gbingle@monsonb-ma.gov.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER 
(WARE)

Experience preferred but not required!  
Join a dynamic team of educators 
to bring fun and nurturing to a great 
group of preschoolers!  Per Diem, Sal-
ary Range $16.50-$17.50, additional 
.50-$1.00/hour bilingual differential, if 
applicable. 
Employment contingent upon satis-
factory completion of a background 
investigation, including CORI, DCF, 
SORI, and �ngerprint-based national 
CORI, NCOR, and out of state checks 
if applicable, and driving record check 
if applicable. 
 To apply please go to https://www.
communityaction.us/job-open-
ings for full job description and infor-
mation regarding bene�ts. 

Community Action is committed to a 
diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD 
HIGHWAY 

SUPERINTENDENT
Brook�eld is seeking a full-time High-
way Superintendent. Full job descrip-
tion and application details at brook-
fieldma.us. Deadline to apply is 
November 20th or when position is 
�lled, whichever is longer.

WINTER PLOW DRIVERS - LA-
BORER. The town of New Braintree 
is seeking non CDL and CDL drivers to 
plow & treat roadways with our trucks. 
Salary dependent upon experience. 
Further details & applications are avail-
able at Selectmen’s Office, 20 Memori-
al Dr., New Braintree or contact High-
way Superintendent, 508-847-2628.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

MILL HOLLOW APARTMENTS
133 JABISH ST.

BELCHERTOWN, MA 
Mill Hollow Apartments is located in a 
quiet country setting with bright, clean 
one bedroom units. Heat, hot water, 
carpet and appliances are included. 
Patios and balconies. Near transpor-
tation and shopping. Pets allowed. Pet 
rules apply. To qualify applicants must 
be 62 years of age or older, handi-
capped, disabled regardless of age 
and meet income guidelines. Apply 
at the Rental Office, 121 N. Main St., 
Belchertown or call (413) 323-5535
or TTY 711.

SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks:_________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #:______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge: ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price ___________

Add a second ZONE ___________

Add a third ZONE ___________

Subtotal ___________

x Number of Weeks ___________

TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certi�ed Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Happen again
  8. Large flightless 

birds
 13. A type of account
 14. Beyond what is 

natural
 15. Beloved comfort 

food
 19. Rural delivery
 20. Belonging to us
 21. Typical
 22. Pie _ __ mode
 23. Returned mate-

rial authorization 
(abbr.)

 24. Not us
 25. Discharge
 26. Made empty
 30. Fishing net
 31. Fast-moving, 

harmless snake
 32. Analyzed into its 

parts
 33. In a way, chilled
 34. Hindu queen

 35. Circles around 
the sun

 38. Used for em-
phasis

 39. Reactive struc-
tures

 40. Recommenda-
tions

 44. Feel intense anger
 45. Puke
 46. Rural Northern 

Ireland community
 47. Naturally occur-

ring solid material
 48. British watch 

brand
 49. Toddler
 50. Integrated circuit
 51. Being revered
 55. “Pets” you can 

grow
 57. Continual
 58. Puts together in 

time
 59. Houses tempo-

rarily

CLUES DOWN
  1. Vital public docu-

ment
  2. Disinter
  3. Musical perfor-

mances
  4. After B
  5. Every body has 

one (abbr.)
  6. Utilize
  7. In a way, disproved
  8. Fisherman’s tool
  9. Of she
 10. Trauma center
 11. Commercial flyer
 12. Administered 

medicine to calm
 16. Popular R&B 

performer
 17. Regretted
 18. Leg (slang)
 22. “Night Train” 

author
 25. More supernatural
 27. Baltimore ball-

player

 28. Shoe parts
 29. Scores perfectly
 30. More lucid
 32. Trim by cutting
 34. Disreputable 

people
 35. Dramatic behav-

iors
 36. Disorder
 37. Private box in a 

theater
 38. More dried-up
 40. Raw
 41. In operation
 42. Pillager
 43. Butterflies with 

brown wings
 45. Disallow
 48. Own up
 51. Hungarian city
 52. A way to condemn
 53. Tax collector
 54. Lease
 56. Not out

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

EARLY
DEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

PUBLIC NOTICES 
WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Nov. 16 Noon
FOR PUBLICATION THE WEEK OF NOV. 20-24

WORCESTER – The Central Mas-
sachusetts Regional Planning Com-
mission is exploring ways to address 
air pollution across the central Massa-
chusetts region. 

Workshops are being held across 
the region, the public can share their 
ideas or concerns regarding waste 
management, industry, buildings, ag-
riculture/natural and working lands, 
transportation, and electricity in cen-
tral Massachusetts. 

The public is invited to register in 
advance online for the following work-
shops: Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m., 
West Brook�eld Town Hall, 2 East 
Main St., West Brook�eld; Thursday, 
Nov. 30 at 6 p.m., Shrewsbury Public 
Library, 609 Main St., Shrewsbury; 
Thursday, Dec. 7 at 6 p.m., Gladys 
E. Kelly Library, 2 Lake St., Webster; 
Tuesday, Dec. 18 at 6 p.m., Quab-
bin Regional High/Middle School, 
800 South St., Barre; and Thursday, 
Jan. 18, 2024, at 6 p.m., WPI’s Cam-
pus Center Building, 79 Park Avenue, 
Worcester.

RSVP by visiting www.cmrpc-cprg.
com/calendar.

The Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grant is a U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency program funded through 

the In�ation Reduction Act. The pro-
gram aims to develop regional short- 
and long-term climate plans with a 
goal to address climate change and re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. 

A total of $5 billion is allocated for 
this program and $250 million to eligi-
ble entities as planning grants. A total 
of $1 million will be allocated to the 
Worcester, MA-CT Metro Area and 
the 66 other most populous metropoli-
tan areas in the United States. 

It is a four-year planning grant to 
develop a Priority Climate Action 
Plan, a Comprehensive Climate Ac-
tion Plan and a Status Report. The 
CMRPC is the lead organization.

About CMRPC
Founded by the Legislature in 1963, 

CMRPC provides a variety of services 
to its constituencies and brings a re-
gional perspective to planning and de-
velopment. 

One of 13 Regional Planning Agen-
cies in Massachusetts, CMRPC serves 
the City of Worcester and 39 sur-
rounding communities in the south-
ern two-thirds of Worcester County. 
CMRPC’s programs include Trans-
portation, Regional Collaboration and 
Community Planning, and Geograph-
ic Information Systems.

Public workshops address 
air pollution in central Mass. During the weeks of Oct. 23-Nov. 6, 

the Hardwick/New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 34 building/prop-
erty checks, 53 directed/area patrols, sev-
en traf�c controls, �ve radar assignments, 
four emergency 911 calls, one assist other 
agency, one complaint, one motor vehicle 
investigation, one trespass, one hazardous 
incident, one motor vehicle accident, two 
animal calls and six motor vehicle stops 
in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Oct. 23
12:23 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Barre 

Cut Off Road, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, Oct. 26
9:15 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Sibley 

Road, Services Rendered

Friday, Oct. 27
11:45 a.m. Complaint, Ravine Road, 

Merge
1:33 p.m. 911 Suspicious Activity, 

Padre Road, Spoken To

Saturday, Oct. 28
4:24 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Hardwick Road, Transported to 
Hospital

5:29 p.m. 911 Animal Call, West 
Road, No Action Required

Sunday, Oct. 29
11:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-

tion, Barre Road, Investigated
4:08 p.m. Trespass, Padre Road, Ser-

vices Rendered

Saturday, Nov. 4
12:13 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Barre Road, Services Rendered
9:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Old 

Turnpike Road, Citation Issued

Sunday, Nov. 5
2:18 p.m. Hazardous Incident, West 

Brook�eld Road, Removed Hazard

New Braintree Police Log

DANIELSON, CT – The Temple 
Beth Israel Preservation Society and the 
Federated Church of Christ welcome all 
to the 68th annual Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service on Tuesday, Nov. 21 at 
Temple Beth Israel, 39 Killingly Drive, 
at 7 p.m.

Temple Beth Israel is handicapped 
accessible

This beautiful interfaith service will 
be hybrid so you may attend in person 
or view the live-streamed service.  Fol-

lowing the service there will be refresh-
ments and socializing.

Monetary donations collected at the 
service (or mailed to TBIPS, P.O. Box 
105, Taftville, CT 06380 by Nov. 30) will 
be given to a local charity.  Please bring 
non-perishable food items (canned, 
boxed, or bagged items) especially high 
protein items such as meats, poultry, 
�sh, nut butter and/or personal hygiene 
items, diapers, etc. which will be donat-
ed to the Friends of Assisi Food Pantry.

68th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

STURBRIDGE – On Thursday, 
Nov. 16, at 7 p.m., at the Publick 
House, the Sturbridge Historical So-
ciety will present “Sturbridge: Then 
and Now”, a pictorial history of Stur-
bridge showing the changes and evo-
lution of the Town over the years. 

The program will be presented by 
Bob Arnold, and Wally Hersee, both 
of Sturbridge.  

Arnold is a freelance photographer, 
amateur historian, and avid collector 
of all things Sturbridge. In addition 
to serving clients throughout New En-
gland, Arnold has been documenting 
life in our community since he and his 
family moved here in 1970. 

His work over the past 50 plus 
years has yielded a unique perspective 
on the commercial, cultural, and envi-
ronmental changes in our community. 
Arnold still lives in town with his wife, 
Susan, their dog, Jesse, and thousands 
of images.

Hersee grew up in Med�eld, where 
he re�ned his interest in local history. 
Having moved to Sturbridge it was 
only a matter of time before he took 
an active part in Sturbridge history. 

A photographer for more than 
45 years, his 2017 book, “Follow the 
Light”, tells of his photographic jour-
ney. Hersee retired as a registered 
nurse in 2019. 

Today, he lives in town with his 
wife, Mary, and is active on town 
boards, volunteers at Tanglewood, 
and writes for the Sturbridge Historic 
Society on their Facebook page.

Arnold and Hersee will be sharing 
a delightful portion of their collect-
ed photos and knowledge, which are 
guaranteed to enlighten, and to gener-
ate reminiscences and discussions.

The program is free and open to the 
public, and is generously hosted by the 
Publick House.

Historical Society hosts ‘Sturbridge: 
Then and Now’ on Nov. 16
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

BLACK NOVEMBER SALE!!!
BEST PRICES & REBATES SINCE PANDEMIC!!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY DEPT!!!

SEE AD INSIDE

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

PRICE CHANGE!  Gilbertville - 
ZONED GV $315,000

Gilbertville on a dead end street, zoned GV. 
�is zoning is intended for high density 
residential and commercial purposes. Ranch 
with 3 BR, �nished basement. Detached (7) 
SEVEN stall garage w/ electric to the units. 
�ese would be a great rental income or for 
someone that has a car collection! �ere are 
so many possibilities for these Units that the 
rent could help you pay the mortgage!

EXIT Real Estate Executives

WEST BROOKFIELD - Gorgeous Cedar-
Sided, L-shaped, custom-designed ranch 
with an open floor plan on a corner lot! 
GENERAL DISTRICT ZONE allows for MANY 
Profitable Business opportunities! The fully 
applianced kitchen offers an abundance of 
leathered black granite countertop space, shaker white hardwood cabinets, stainless apron 
sink & stacked laundry. The oak flooring shines throughout the living room, hallway, and 3 
bedrooms with newer large vinyl windows, one Murphy bed, and a spacious double built-in 
closet system. Bright open living room with built-in electric fireplace and cottage-styled triple 
windows. Recently remodeled bathroom with tiled double shower. A 265 sqft custom BONUS 
rm with a private entrance provides potential space for an In-law resident, Professional Office, 
Retail Store, Cafe, or Airbnb. A newer wide paved driveway allows parking for 6+. Fenced-in 
patio, deck, beautiful landscaping, lg. custom-built shed & a nice big yard! Bright painted 
basement. Town water & Approved title 5. PRICE REDUCED $389,900

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 
Make More!

Support Your
Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCAL

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

12-NIGHT 
CARIBBEAN 
CRUISE  –
April 7-19, 2024

Call now – 
December 1 
deadline!

Nov. 18 ......Vermont Country Store ..................$79
Dec. 30 ......Moulin Rouge!................................$125
Jan. 27.......Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations......$99
March 16...Frozen at P.P.A.C. ............................$130
May 24 ......7-night Bermuda Cruise ... from $1599

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

U-PICK

CIDER DONUTS
EVERCRISP & CORTLAND
AND MANY OTHER VARIETIES

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!
APPLES

COME ENJOY OUR BAKED GOODS!

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
FALL LIKE A

FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 55 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Tierney
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

WE BUY GUNS
1-413-277-0147

patriotfirearms23@gmail.com
317 Palmer Road, Ware, MA 01082
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. noon-6pm

Patriot Firearms
&  Ammunition

BUY
SELL

TRADE
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