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Thanksgiving catering by 
Farmer Matt
Fully-cooked Thanksgiving dinners 
with all the sides. Avaialble for 
parties of 4, 6, 8, and 12 as well as 
single serve options.

Order before Nov. 7 for 10% off.

Order now
FarmerMatt.com/Thanksgiving 
508-980-7085

First Congregational Church 
welcomed new pastor

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
UCC, recently welcomed 
Dr. Douglas J. Williamson 
to serve as its pastor and 
guide the faith community 
toward reaching its goals.

Williamson, who is a na-
tive of Needham, accepted 
the three-year position as 
part-time pastor, and started 
in his new role at the begin-
ning of September. 

He moved to nearby 
Barre with his wife Karen, 
relocating from Marble-
head, Ohio, where he also 
served as a pastor in a local 
parish.  

Williamson said he and 
his wife have lived a variety 
of places since they met in 
college at Rockford Univer-
sity in Illinois, and spent the 

last 10 years in Ohio to be 
closer to his wife’s family. 

“This has been nice,” Wil-
liamson said of the move 
back to New England, and 
his time spent at the West 
Brookfield church. “People 
here have been great.”

Williamson wasn’t always 

interested in being a local 
pastor in a church, and he 
didn’t initially choose the 
ministry as his focus in col-
lege. Originally he pursued 
a degree in early education, 
but with one year to go be-
fore graduation, he decided 
to switch his major to reli-
gion.

He went on to attend the 
Harvard University of Di-
vinity and received his Ph.D. 
in church history from Bos-
ton University.

Williamson was ordained 
through the United Meth-
odist Church in 1980 and 
has over 30 years teaching 
history, ethics and religious 
studies at higher-level insti-
tutions across the northeast. 

“I’ve spent most of my 
life in academia,” William-
son said. 

In 2013, Williamson 

School Committee heard update from task force
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – School Commit-
tee Chair Matt Grant, who 
is also the tuition task force 
chair, said the task force’s 
work is just “a piece of the 

puzzle” in terms of explor-
ing a tuition agreement with 
another school district. 

At the Oct. 20 meeting, 
Grant said the task force 
was formed after the joint 
regionalization committee 
with the Quaboag Region-
al School District failed to 
move forward after repre-

sentatives from the Quaboag 
Regional School Committee 
voted against bringing the 
topic of regionalization to 
a town a meeting vote. The 
North Brookfield School 
Committee had voted unani-
mously in favor of it.

“A couple of months af-
ter regionalization was voted 

down by Quaboag, Super-
intendent [Stephen] Duff 
from Quaboag reached out 
to North Brookfield School 
District to present a poten-
tial option of the tuition 
agreement,” Grant said.

Grant said the task force 
was formed in Mary 2025 
to gather more information 

about a potential tuition 
agreement, and how it would 
impact the town’s students.

“This isn’t something 
anybody’s taking lightly,” he 
said. 

Grant said the task force 
worked to gather informa-
tion and complete fact-find-
ing about tuition agreements 

with other school districts. 
He said this is different than 
regionalization, as the school 
district would still maintain 
a school for kindergarten 
through grade six students.

“If North Brookfield 

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Dr. Douglas J. Williamson has been 
named the pastor at the First Congre-
gational Church of West Brookfield, 
UCC.

Local musician highlighted featured artist
Artist of the Month

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Every month 
the Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House 
highlight a featured artist 
in their community. 

For the month of No-
vember, the Artist of the 
Month is musician and 
singer Susan Lyons. Orig-
inally from Washington, 
D.C. Lyons currently re-
sides North Brookfield, a 
place she has called home 
for over 40 years. 

She has performed a lot 
in her lifetime and is proud 
of her work as a musician. 

Lyons has performed in 
various venues while living 
in the D.C. area and used to 
perform in the North Shore 

area of Massa-
chusetts during 
her residency in 
Salem. 

“ W h e n e v e r 
there was an op-
portunity to per-
form, I would al-
ways jump on it,” 
Lyons said. 

Lyons’ music 
journey started with play-
ing drums with her father, 
who was a jazz pianist and 
played with jazz groups. Ly-
ons soon got interested in 
playing guitar after she be-
gan hearing folk and coun-
try music. 

Lyons got her first guitar 
when she was 15. 

As of now, Lyons still 
performs periodically and 
is trying to book more per-
formances at local brewer-
ies and wineries. When Ly-
ons got the announcement 
that she was going to be the 

month of No-
vember’s fea-
tured artist, she 
was flattered by 
the news.

She was con-
tacted by Mar-
ilynn Borst, 
vice president 

of the Friends of 
the North Brook-

field Town House. Lyons 
expressed how much she 
would like to play in the 
great hall of the Town 
House. 

Lyons played a few songs 
there a couple years ago.  

Lyons describes the 
acoustics inside the Town 
House as phenomenal and 
would love to see the build-
ing restored to the point 
where it can be a destina-
tion for community events. 

Growing up, Lyons 
loved listening and playing 
a lot of folk music. Her big-

gest inspiration in music is 
Bonnie Raitt, a singer and 
guitarist, who plays a lot of 
blues. 

As a guitarist, Lyons 
likes to play slide guitar. 
This style of guitar playing 
requires a bottleneck that 
goes up and down the gui-
tar to give a blue sound. 

Lyons plays original 
songs while she performs 
and plays anywhere from 
seven or eight of her own 
songs during a perfor-
mance. Her original songs 
include, “I Love your 
Laughter”, “Where Are 
You Now”, and “Over the 
Hillside”.

Lyons shared that she 
comes from a musical fam-
ily. Playing music for fami-
ly is one of Lyons’ favorite 
memories, especially with 

Sue Lyons

Sturbridge launches 
‘Keep Sturbridge
Beautiful’ chapter
Search underway for 
volunteers to create 
steering committee

Submitted Article

STURBRIDGE – Take a 
quick peek at any roadside, 
park, beach or public space 
in Sturbridge, and chances 
are that you will see some-
thing that doesn’t belong 
there: litter. 

In fact, cigarette butts, 
plastic beverage contain-
ers, aluminum cans, and 
fast food trash are common 
sights Sturbridge. 

To address this problem, 
Town Administrator Robin 
A. Grimm, along with the 
Sturbridge Selectboard, has 
announced the launch of a 

new Keep Sturbridge Beau-
tiful chapter and is looking 
for steering committee mem-
bers to help lead this group. 

Keep Sturbridge Beau-
tiful will be a volunteer-led 
effort to organize local vol-
unteers interested in clean-
ing up and beautifying Stur-
bridge public spaces. Keep 
Sturbridge Beautiful is one 
of 42 local chapters that are 
organized under the umbrel-
la of the statewide nonprofit 
Keep Massachusetts Beauti-
ful.

The mission of Keep 
Sturbridge Beautiful is to in-
still accountability through 
action and foster social re-
sponsibility by urging res-
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Trunk or Treat
Annual Halloween 
celebration took place 
at Quaboag

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Trunk 
or Treat at Quaboag Re-
gional Middle High School 

was held this past weekend.
Over 15 cars entered in 

this year’s Trunk or Treat 
and was organized by the 
PTOs of West Brookfield 
Elementary School and 
Warren Community Ele-
mentary School. Tracy Col-
angelo of the WCES PTO 
said the Trunk or Treat has 
been going on for at least 10 
years, maybe even longer. 

Both elementary schools 
played host to Trunk or 
Treat and soon made their 
way to Quaboag for more 
space and parking. 

Country Bank donated 
cider and cider donuts for 
guests to enjoy during the 
Trunk or Treat. Country 

URLEY PHOTO  BY RYAN DRAGO
Brittany Sargent as Olaf, Asher Sargent as Elsa, Lily Sturges as Anna, and Braiden Bradley as Kristoff are shown along-
side the Frozen trunk during Trunk or Treat.

See TRUNK OR TREAT
  PAGE 5
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Submitted Article

STURBRIDGE – The 
fifth annual TREK Stur-
bridge Halloween 5K, 1K 
and Fun Walk was held on 
Oct. 26 according to race di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld.

The family-friendly event 
included a 5K Trail Race, 
a 1K Road Race, and a 5K 
Trail Fun Walk using the 
Old Sturbridge Village Ed-
ucation Center on Old Stur-
bridge Village Road and the 
Arbitus Park Trail in the 
Leadmine Mountain Con-
servation Lands. The event 
also included free games for 
younger children, organized 
by student members of the 
Interact Club at Tantasqua 
Regional High School, who 
also helped set up for the 
event. 

“The sunshine, smiles, 
Halloween costumes and 
community spirit made this 
year’s race unforgettable,” 
Hachfeld said. “With the 
help of wonderful volun-
teers, generous sponsors, 
and runners of every age in 
their best costumes, we cele-
brated another truly success-
ful year—our fifth in a row!”

The results below were 
timed and tabulated by on-
line service GetMeRegis-
tered:

Top male finishers in the 
TREK Sturbridge Hallow-
een 5K Trail Race included 
first place, Michael Spillane 
(22:14), second place, Evan 
Elston (22.26), and third 
place, Gabriel LaFrance 
(22:33). Top female fin-
ishers included first place, 
Kristina Garrant (24:09) 
second place, Janine Ada-
mo (26:30), and third place, 
Carolyn Bressette (27:20).

Top finishers by age 
category included Bren-
den O’Gara and Elise Ser-
vant (19 & under); Mar-
tin Beckerle and Hayley 
Peterson (20-29); Anthony 
Sullivan-Vo and Alex Mc-
Connon (30-39); Timothy 
Haringa and Julie O’Gara 
(40-49); Richard Flanagan 
and Roseann Cushing (50-
59), and Bob St. John and 
Anne-Marie Pastorkovich 
(60+).

Top finishers in the 1K 
Pre-Teen Race included first 
place Theo Haringa (4:56); 
second place, Xavier Cham-
berlain (5:23), and third 
place, AJ Haringa (5:45).

The youngest runner to 
complete this year’s 5K Race 
was Emma Leonardo, while 
the oldest runner was How-
ard Bottomly.

The Trek Sturbridge Hal-

loween 5K & 1K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rotary 
Club fundraiser, with profits 
going to local student schol-
arships and other communi-
ty needs projects. 

Sponsors for the event 
included Gold Sponsor: Old 
Sturbridge Village; Silver 
Sponsors: Condesa Mex-
ican Restaurant, Hearth-
stone Market & Catering, 
JARS Café & Bakery, Joe 
Klimavich Public Relations, 
Marino Law, P.C., Publick 
House Historic Inn, South-
bridge Credit Union, and 
Bronze Sponsors: Cormier 
Jewelers, Dave’s Pest Con-
trol, Dexter-Russell Inc., 
George & Davis, Attorneys 
at Law, Gido’s Brick Oven 
Pizza & Ice Cream, Stark-
weather & Shipley Insur-
ance, Tasse Crowley Energy, 
Tutti Quanti Italian Market, 

and Big Bunny Market. Ad-
ditional sponsors included 
Daniel T. Morrill Funeral 
Home, Jeffrey M. Chasse, 
Attorney at Law, Applebees 
Grill & Bar, Cracker Barrel 
- Old Country Store, Kaizen 
Sushi Bar & Grill, Unique 
Hair by Chrissy, Cook’s Or-
chard, and G&R Fish Mar-
ket.

Prizes and refreshments 
for this year’s race were 
provided or supported by 
Applebee’s Grill & Bar, Big 
Bunny Market, Cracker 
Barrel Old Country Store, 
Kaizen Sushi Bar & Grill 
and the Sturbridge Rotary 
Club.

About Rotary Interna-
tional

Rotary International is 
a worldwide service organi-
zation of men and women 
united to provide Human-
itarian Service, encourage 
High Ethical Standards 
in all vocations, and help 
build Goodwill and Peace 
throughout the world. The 

Tantasqua Regional High 
School Interact Club is a 
Rotary-sponsored organi-
zation that brings together 
young people ages 12-18 
to develop leadership skills 
while discovering the power 
of Service Above Self. 

The Sturbridge Rotary 
Club meets for dinner at 6 
p.m. on the first and third 

Tuesday of the month at the 
Publick House Historic Inn 
on Sturbridge Common, 
Route 131, Sturbridge. New 
members are welcome. 

For additional informa-
tion, visit the Sturbridge Ro-
tary Club website at https://
sturbridgerotary.com/ or 
Klaus Hachfeld at laserk-
laus@gmail.com.

Rotary Club of Sturbridge announced 5K finishers

UBMITTED PHOTOS
This year’s 5K runners turned out in some great Halloween costumes

M&M&M&M&M…shown in the back row are Taylor Welch, Mollie Leonardo and 
Stephanie Welch; and front row, Emma Leonardo, the youngest 5K runner and 
Parker Leonardo.

The face painter was a big hit with Elijah Iyell, Hazel Iyell, and Sebastian Cha-
vannes

Tantasqua Interact Club members helped with traffic detail and kids games
Even the canines came in costume. With Anthony Sullivan-Ho, Timothy Haringa, Elliana Predella, AJ Chamberlain and 
Alex McConnan

Historical Commission presents Jacob Knight exhibit
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– The West Brookfield His-
torical Commission is proud 
to present “A Jaunt with Ja-
cob, New England Through 
an Artist’s Eyes,” a retro-
spective exhibition honoring 
the artistry and legacy of 
renowned local artist Jacob 
Knight.

This multifaceted exhibit 
offers a personal and pow-
erful glimpse into Knight’s 
creative world. 

The exhibition will fea-
ture prints of Knight’s depic-

tions of local New England 
towns, some never before 
exhibited photographs cap-
turing Knight’s world by lo-
cal photographers and mem-
bers of his circle, a collection 
of curiosities and ephemera 
from his past, video inter-
views with some of Knight’s 
family and friends, and au-
dio recordings of his poetry 
slams and music jams.

This celebration of Jacob 
Knight will offer a vibrant 
window into the soul of a 
beloved artist and communi-

ty member. 
The opening and recep-

tion will be held on Sunday, 
Nov. 9, from noon-4 p.m. 
at the Ruth Wells Center 
for the Arts, 111 Main St., 
Southbridge. 

Show dates are Saturdays 
and Sundays, Nov. 9 through 
Nov. 29 from noon-4 p.m., 
and weekdays by appoint-
ment. Call 508-764-3341 to 
make an appointment.

All are welcome to attend 
and encouraged to bring a 
friend.

Red Door Fayre will be held Saturday 
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – Christ Memori-
al Episcopal Church, 133 
North Main St., will host 
its Red Door Fayre on Sat-
urday, Nov. 8th, 9:30-2:00. 

There will be raffles, an 

Exquisite Table, Christ-
mas Table, craft table, 
bake table, pies and inte-
rior plants. A homemade 
luncheon of soups, sand-
wiches and apple crisp will 
be available.  

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

The Co-op has a staff of about
20 customer-focused people
who are ready to help you.

ANTIQUE GREEN
BOTTLE
HUMMINGBIRD 
FEEDER

FENCING

NURSERY CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR

CO-OP
MORE THAN YOUR AVERAGE FARM & GARDEN STORE!

ESTABLISHED 1914
98 YEARS 2012

www.hardwickfarmers.net

Sale prices good thru 6/14/12
    (while supplies last)

PET FOOD

 BIRD

ANTIQUE GREEN

PET SUPPLIESPET SUPPLIES

14 GAUGE
ELECTRIC
FENCE WIRE

  reg. $3999

#69602200

1/4 mile roll

TASTE OF THE WILD
DOG FOOD
High Prairie 30# 

 reg. $4599 
#074198609642

HOT SHOT
INDOOR FOGGER
3 pk
#071121201379  reg. $999 

ALL FLEA & TICK PRODUCTS

KEEP YOUR PET HEALTHY
Prevent flea and tick infestation 
Fleas can cause itching, 
flea allergy dermatitis, or 
tapeworms. Ticks can cause 
Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever or tick paralysis.

NATURE’S WAY
LAWN FOOD
4,000sq/ft bag 
#86410400

  reg. $2299

 reg. $1999

#077625810826

999

ALL MENS CLOTHING

June 16, 2PM - Seminar – COMPOSTING 101 – Call in advance to reserve a seat

Open: Mon-Fri 7AM-6PM, 
Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

Let our knowledgeable staff help with your farm/garden needs

Since 1914

GREAT 
NEW FALL & 

WINTER WORK 
CLOTHING
Arriving Daily
from Carhartt,

Dickies

GARDEN
TOOLS FOR 
YOUR FALL 
CLEAN UP

WARM 
SOCKS,
GLOVES,

HATS

LODGE
CAST IRON
COOKWARE

LOCAL CHEESE, 
HONEY, MAPLE SYRUP 

ALONG WITH 
OTHER LOCAL FOOD & 
BEVERAGE CHOICES

LARGE 
SELECTION OF

PET 
FEEDS & 
SUPPLIES

FARM TOYS
AND GIFTS
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

WE ARE YOUR FALL “DESTINATION”

Become 
A Member 

& Save 
Today!

The Pumpkins are GONE!The Pumpkins are GONE!
The Pumpkins are GONE!The Pumpkins are GONE!

Many thanks to our 
generous community 

for supporting the 
2025 Pumpkin Patch, 

whether you volunteered, 
bought pumpkins, 
or just stopped by.
We look forward to 

seeing you in October 2026.

The Sturbridge 
Federated Church 

Pumpkin Patch 
Committee

The Joy of Beans Coffee Shop will host 
Coffee & Art Jubilee on Saturday, Nov. 8.
Coffee & Art Jubilee 
is this Saturday

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – The Joy of 
Beans Coffee Shop in-
vites the community to 
gather in the heart of 
West Brookfield, for 
the upcoming Coffee & 
Art Jubilee on Saturday, 
Nov. 8, from 3-7 p.m., at 
12 East Main St. 

This lively celebration 
will feature local art, live 
music, and freshly roast-

ed coffee in a charming, 
New Orleans–inspired 
atmosphere. 

Guests are encour-
aged to sip, shop, and 
experience the spirit of 
community while explor-
ing one-of-a-kind gifts 
perfect for early holiday 
shopping.

It’s more than just a 
cup of coffee – it’s a cel-
ebration of artists and 
community spirit.

For more information, 
please contact thejoyof-
beans21@gmail.com.

Library welcomes Yankee Magazine editor
WEST BROOK-

FIELD – Longtime Yan-
kee Magazine writer and 
editor, Mel Allen, will 
present his new book 
“Here in New England” 
at Merriam-Gilbert Pub-
lic Library in West Brook-
field, Thursday, Nov. 13, 
at 6:30 p.m. 

The event is free. Books 
will be available for $20.

Allen will share photos, 
stories, and reflections on 
his time as a writer and 
editor at Yankee Maga-
zine. The author will an-
swer questions from the 
audience and sign books.

“Here in New En-
gland, Unforgettable sto-
ries of people, places, and 
memories that connect 
us all” is a collection of 
stories selected from the 
hundreds that Allen has 
written for Yankee Mag-
azine over the past 48 
years. 

“I see the stories in 
these pages as miniature 
pictures of New England 
that reveal a larger life 
around them. To tell these 
stories, I have entered the 
lives of people for hours 
or days-and when they 
open their own lives, their 
hearts, the words they 

speak become 
intimate al-
bums. They 
tell me de-
tails of their 
lives that they 
may not tell 
anyone else. 
And it is up 
to me to treat 
those words 
with deep respect. The 
most important words in 
this book’s title for me are 
‘that connects us all,’” Al-
len said.

“We live now in a time 
where division has be-
come the backdrop to 
our lives. But when I look 
at the stories here about 
people overcoming seem-
ingly impossible obsta-
cles, of others reaching 
out to help their neigh-
bors, of entire communi-
ties pulling together when 
all seems lost, or of thou-
sands of people search-
ing a wilderness for a lost 
child, I see a common 
humanity that has always 
been part of the New En-
gland landscape.”

There are other sto-
ries about famous New 
Englanders, but most 
are about everyday New 
Englanders and the plac-

es they live. In all 
these, Allen reveals 
the extraordinary 
character and grit 
and kindness of 
the region he’s 
dedicated his life 
to writing about.

Allen taught 
fourth grade in 

Maine for three 
years and believes that his 
education as a writer be-
gan when he had to hold 
the attention of 27 chil-
dren through months of 
Maine winters. 

From his first two sto-
ries in Yankee’s Decem-
ber 1977 issue to a Janu-
ary day in 2025 when he 
closed his office door for 
the last time, he spent 
nearly half a century 
finding people and places 
whose stories he wanted 
to know and assigning 
countless others to the 
finest writers in New En-
gland.

Mel Allen

Wings of Song hosts 6th Fall Auction
STURBRIDGE – 

Wings of Song, is sponsor-
ing a fund-raising auction 
on Saturday Nov. 8 at the 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge and Fiskdale, 8 Ma-
ple St.

A preview of the items 
will be at 6:30 p.m. and the 
Auction will run from 7-9 
p.m.  Light refreshments 
and musical entertainment 
will be performed by Wings 
of Song and several other 
local ensembles. 

Admission is free, and 
bidding paddles will be 
available at the door. Pro-
ceeds will help Wings of 
Song continue making 
wonderful music for you.

Join Wings of Song in 
the entertainment, the ex-
citement of a live auction 
and the opportunity to bid 
on high-quality items, gift 
certificates and services 
from popular retailers and 
venues.  Donations range 
from sporting equipment, 
musical instruments, col-

lectible, antiques, hand-
made crafts and baked 
goods.  

You might leave with 
a new treasure, a laptop, 
mandolin, wine decanter or 
a holiday performance by a 
Barbershop Quartet.

Wings of Song is a 
community chorus that 
has been performing in 
the greater Sturbridge and 
Southbridge area for over 
25 years.  The band of 60 
singers is comprised of 
mostly highly skilled ama-
teurs with a few seasoned 
professionals mixed in.  

Director, Nym Cooke is 
a scholar of early Ameri-
can sacred music, conduc-
tor, arranger and retired 
college professor. He is the 
very affordable treasure to 
the chorus in its seasonal 
preparations. 

This season’s theme is 
“Night, Moon, Stars”.  In 
addition to pieces com-
posed by three of our 
current members, there’ll 

be country gospel music, 
French Baroque music, ru-
ral English music, late-Ro-
mantic German music, 
native American music, 
Danish Christmas mu-
sic, and more -- including 
two pieces composed or 
arranged by John Rutter.  
(Don’t worry--all the texts 
we’ll be singing are En-
glish-language.)  

Of the 23 pieces on the 
program, five compositions 
or arrangements will be 
world premieres.  It’s not 
every community chorus 
that offers fare as distinc-
tive as this. 

Performance dates are 
Saturday evening, Dec. 
13 and Sunday afternoon, 
Dec.14.  There is no charge 
for admission.  Free will do-
nations are encouraged.

For more information, 
making a donation or be-
coming a Friend of the 
Chorus, visit wingsofsong.
org or email Carol Curtin, 
carolcurtin77@gmail.com.

N Brookfield Senior Center lists 
upcoming events in November

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 
located at 29 Forest St., will 
offer the following events 
and activities during the 
month of November.

Free art classes will be 
held on Thursdays with 
wreath ornaments on Nov. 
20 at 11 a.m. A free draw-
ing class will teach how to 
create landscapes on Nov. 
13. 

Music bingo will be held 

on Monday, Nov. 17 at 10 
a.m. 

A presentation by Home 
Health Agency will be held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 
11:30 a.m. and a fraud pre-
sentation by North Brook-
field Savings Bank will be 
Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 11 a.m.

A Thanksgiving lun-
cheon will be held on 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at 
noon. There is limited seat-
ing and the luncheon is first 
come, first served. 

Grassroots Central MA hosts three-part film series
STURBRIDGE – A 

free community film series 
“Regenerating Life: How 
to Cool the Planet, Feed 
the World, and Live Hap-
pily Ever After,” a movie 
by John Feldman, will be 
presented in three parts by 
Grassroots Central MA at 
the Joshua Hyde Public Li-
brary, 306 Main St.

The first is on Saturday, 
Nov. 8 from 3-4:30 p.m.and 
introduces concepts of 
our ecological situation, 
providing a solid under-
standing of the social and 
environmental crises that 

confront us.
Parts two and three will 

be presented Dec. 6, and 
Jan. 10, 2026. These two 
parts continue the exam-
ination of the prevailing 
climate change story and 
offer new, attainable solu-
tions. 

The film covers our un-
derstanding of how life reg-
ulates the climate through

photosynthesis, the car-
bon cycle, the water cycle, 
the dung cycle, and the in-
terconnected soil network 
of fungi, microorganisms 
and plant roots. The pho-

tography is beautiful, the 
information is clear, and 
the information presented 
welcomes us to rethink ev-
erything we do.

A discussion will follow 
each presentation and light 
refreshments will be served.

An on-line option is also 
available. If  you would pre-
fer to join virtually, please 
contact Sherry at sherryzit-
ter@icloud.com for details. 

A preview of the mov-
ie can be found on link 
(https://hummingbirdfilms.
com/regeneratinglife/press-
kit/) 
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Brookfield welcomes new Postmaster
To the Editor:
I’m honored to introduce 

myself to the community as 
your new Postmaster. 

My name is Devashree 
Shah, and I’m excited to be-
gin this journey serving the 
residents and businesses of 
Brookfield.

The U.S. Postal Service 
has a long-standing tra-
dition of connecting peo-
ple-through letters, packag-
es, and reliable service. 

Under our ambitious De-
livering for America plan, 
I’m committed to upholding 
that tradition while working 
to enhance customer experi-
ence in every way possible. 
Whether it’s ensuring timely 
deliveries, improving our re-
tail services, or listening to 
your feedback, my goal is to 
make our post office a place 
of trust and support for ev-

eryone.
To this role, I bring a 

commitment to operational 
excellence and genuine com-
munity engagement. I want 
the post office to be more 
than just a place to mail a 
letter – I want to be a trust-
ed, reliable hub that directly 
supports the quality of life 
for every person and busi-
ness in this community.

I encourage you to stop 
by the Post Office, say hello, 
and share any questions or 
ideas you may have. 

Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve. I’m proud 
to be here and look forward 
to working together to keep 
our community connected.

Sincerely,
Devashree Shah 
Postmaster
Brookfield Post Office

Garden Lady follow up
Martha wrote in after 

my column on Stinging 
Nettle. As you may recall, 
a reader had reached out 
about this plant and how 
it had begun to grow ram-
pant in her field.  

She was nervous about 
coming in contact with it, 
and nervous for her dog, as 
well, who likes to run in the 
tall grass. Her main con-
cern was eradicating it, and 
although I gave her some 
advice on how to do that, I 
should have also given the 
plant a little more well-de-
served recognition. 

Herbalists and others 
interested in the nutritional 
value of nettle often plant 
it “on purpose.”   

This is what Martha 
had to say:  “ I did, indeed, 
plant nettles; they are in a 
part of the yard where their 
growth will be somewhat 
controlled. But are they 
not an excellent source of 
calcium, and have plenty 
of other health benefits, 
besides? It seems we are 
quick to ‘eradicate’ the less 
tame plants, which, upon 
investigation, can prove to 
be beneficial.”  

Martha, your point is 
well-taken! I guess it goes 
along with the old saying, 
“one person’s trash is an-
other person’s treasure.” 
Or better yet, how about 
“one person’s weed is an-
other person’s medicine?”  

Along similar lines, this 
question came in from Ste-
ven, who lives in Becket.  
He wrote to the Garden 
Lady curious about the 
late blooming perennial, 
Monkshood.  

First he provides some 
background; “My wife was 
starting to clear a small 
flower area we have next to 
the driveway two weekends 
ago. She was cutting down 
daisies that we didn’t even 
plant there. I saw a flower 
next to the daisies, which I 
had never seen before and 
asked her what it was. She 
said she had no idea, that 
she’d never seen it before 
either. I took some pic-
tures, and every search 
I did on them said that 
they’re Monkshood. I told 
her that the search said 
they’re poisonous.

I walked away and then 
read a little more and 
found out that they’re poi-
sonous to the touch. I went 
back to tell her and she had 
cut them down without 

touching them because she 
was scared our dog would 
get into them. We just left 
them where they’re lying. 
The stems are still sticking 
out of the ground. What 
are your thoughts? Is that 
what you think they are 
too? My research didn’t 
show them growing in 
this area. Also, thoughts 
about how we should han-
dle them if they are indeed 
poisonous?”

Monkshood (Aconi-
tum) is a pretty perennial 
that has blue “hooded” 
flowers along two-four foot 
spikes.  It is a cottage gar-
den favorite because it is 
one of a few flowers that do 
bloom in blue shades, and 
it blooms towards the end 
of summer, when few oth-
ers plants are in their glory.  

Due to the unique flow-
er shape, the plant is main-
ly pollinated by “long 
tongued” bumble bees, who 
pry open the flower to get 
at the pollen. With all this 
said, the plant sounds great!  

Now here comes the 
“but…” Caution should 
indeed be exercised around 
Monkshood. It goes by 
other common names that 
are more telling of its true 
nature, Wolfsbane and 
Devil’s Helmet among oth-
ers.  

The plant contains a 
deadly toxins, aconitine 
and diterpene alkaloids 
that can result in death if  
ingested. It is even advised 
to use gloves when han-
dling the plant, even its 
roots if  you were to dig it 
up, because of absorption 
that can occur through the 
skin. 

Most experts recom-
mend not growing it in gar-
dens that pets or children 
may frequent.  

I hope this answers your 
question, Steven.  I do 
think that you were on tar-
get to be concerned, espe-
cially because of your dog.

 
Roberta McQuaid grad-

uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject 
line.  

LETTER TO EDITOR
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Roberta McQuaid
by

The trials of the Appalachian Trail

By Julie Midura
Correspondent

“Bees! Run!” It was mi-
dafternoon on the fourth 
day of our backpacking 
trip through New York 
State on the Appalachian 
Trail. A 93-mile hike from 
the New Jersey border to 
the Connecticut border in 
early October. 

The first three days had 
confirmed what others had 
warned us-the trail through 
New York would not be 
easy. Especially this year, 
when most of the “reliable” 
streams were bone dry due 
to the drought. Many days, 
we were forced to detour 
off the trail and hike into 
towns to procure water. 

With temps in the 80s, 
dehydration was an ev-
er-present worry. In ad-
dition, the added weight 
of up to 6.6 pounds of 
water on our backs made 
the technical scrambles 
up steep rock ledges even 
more precarious. 

On day four, we were 
hustling, intent on hiking 
as many miles as possible 
so that we could reach a re-
liable water source-a water 
spigot at a pump house-be-
fore pitching our tent for 
the night. We were 12 miles 
into our day when the un-
imaginable happened. 

Tom was about 75 feet 
ahead of me, when he sud-
denly paused and turned 
back to make sure that I 
was still behind him. When 
he saw me a short distance 
away, he continued on. 

Fifteen seconds later, I 
reached the spot where he 
had momentarily stopped, 
and I felt a red-hot sen-
sation on my right arm, 
followed by another on 
my left arm. Before I even 
looked down, I knew that 
I had just been stung by 
Yellow Jackets…the most 
despicable spawn of Satan 
that has ever inhabited this 
planet. 

Tom must have un-
knowingly stepped on a 
ground nest, and they were 
coming out for vengeance 
as I walked past. 

I screamed in agony as a 
swarm of them descended 
upon me-stinging my an-
kles, thighs, and arms. It 
felt as though someone was 

shooting 
red-hot flaming arrows di-
rectly into my skin. 

A sound that was un-
recognizable even to my 
own ears came out from 
somewhere deep inside of 
me. A guttural sound. Like 
a deep moan intermingled 
with a high-pitched wail. It 
bordered on primal. 

Tom turned at the 
sound-later telling me that 
he thought the sound was 
coming from a wounded 
animal. 

I screamed to Tom to 
“Run!” at a decibel that 
could be heard from miles 
away, since Tom is death-
ly allergic Yellow Jacket 
venom. With adrenaline 
coursing through my body, 
I raced along the rock-
strewn path like an Olym-
pic medalist, waving my 
arms to ward off the mon-
sters that were attacking 
me.

When it seemed as 
though I was no longer 
being chased, I finally 
stopped and bent down to 
swipe off a dozen Yellow 
Jackets that were still cling-
ing to my merino wool 
socks. The pain in my an-
kles was excruciating, and 
I began screaming and cry-
ing all at once.

I unclipped my pack 
and dropped it to the 
ground so that I could pull 
out my first aid kit. Within 
seconds, more yellow jack-
ets were upon me. 

“They smell the pher-
omones!” Tom yelled. 
With no thought of his 
own safety, he flailed his 
arms to ward them off 
and screamed, “Run Ju-
lie!” 

Leaving my pack be-
hind, I ran like the speed of 
light until the wasps finally 
gave up their chase. 

A few minutes later, 
Tom came barreling up the 
trail with my enormous 
backpack in hand. His 
concerned face was filled 
with desperation when he 
saw me. 

I had been stung over 
two dozen times. Tears 
were rolling down my face. 

M y 
arms and thighs were al-
ready swelling from the 
venom, and my ankles 
were so swollen, they were 
unrecognizable. 

Tom insisted I use his 
EpiPen, since I had a se-
vere reaction to Yellow 
Jacket venom in the past. I 
refused. 

“We still have 4 more 
days out here. If YOU get 
stung, it’s life or death. If  
my throat starts to close, 
you can inject me. If not, 
we’re saving the EpiPen in 
case you get stung,” I said. 

Fortunately, we were 
only a mile and a half from 
the water spigot at the next 
road crossing. Once we got 
there, I took off my shoes 
and socks and ran cold wa-
ter on the stings in a vain 
attempt to reduce the pain 
and swelling. 

I even went so far as to 
text my kids to ask them 
to google whether or not 
urine could reduce the pain 
and swelling of Yellow 
Jackets venom. (Desper-
ate times call for desper-
ate measures!) Alas, they 
responded that it was just 
a fallacy. Tylenol was my 
only option. 

Needless to say, I spent 
a pretty sleepless night in 
our tent that night due to 
the pain. The intense itch-
ing would begin the follow-
ing morning. Oh, the joys! 

Our seven-day hike 
through New York State 
was definitely the single 
most challenging back-
packing trip we have ever 
taken. 

But each trial made us 
even more grateful for the 
blessings we encountered 
along the way. The sunrises 
and sunsets. The conver-
sations with fellow hikers 
around a campfire. The 
enormous trees. The rare 
flowing stream. 

Even the bear encounter 
while we were brushing our 
teeth at a primitive tent-
site on our second night on 
trail seemed like a gift. 

But that’s a story for 
another day. Let the adven-
tures continue! 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Tom and Julie hiked through New York on their 93-mile trek from New Jer-
sey to Connecticut
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Bank also sponsored the 
pumpkin contest that was 
held during the Trunk or 
Treat. Entries had the op-
portunity to win prizes such 
as gift cards.

Providing the music and 
candy at his booth was DJ 
Tabby LeBlanc. The DJ 

dressed up for the Trunk or 
Treat and went as Big Bird 
from Sesame Street. 

“A big shout out to DJ 
Tabby LeBlanc for his time,” 
Colangelo said. 

LeBlance played all the 
Halloween themed classics, 
including “Thriller” by Mi-
chael Jackson. In addition to 
the live DJ, there was also a 
dead DJ jamming in the park-

ing lot. A spooky DJ booth 
was operating thanks to Corn-
well Quality Tools. Skeletons 
were having a dance party.

The parking lot housing all 
the cars for trunk or treat were 
soon lost in fog. The fog was 
provided by the Warren Fire 
Department. 

This year’s Trunk or Treat 
featured some traditional Hal-
loween themes as well as film 

classic themes. The Warren 
Police Department decided 
to go “Back to the Future” by 
decorating the car with anoth-
er car, the DeLorean. Warren 
Chief of Police Gerald Mil-
lette went as Doc from Back 
to the Future and was joined 
by Marty. 

The idea of choosing 
“Back to the Future” came 
from this year marking the 
movie’s 40th anniversary, pre-
miering in theaters in 1985, 
starring Michael J. Fox and 
Christopher Lloyd. 

There was also a “Mon-
sters Inc.” trunk for Trunk or 
Treat. Mike and Sully made 
an appearance and decorated 
a replica of Boo’s door next to 
their car. 

There was a contest taking 
place at the Trunk or Treat 
and the top two best cars won 
prizes. The winners received 
school apparel, such as jer-
seys and hats. Dunkin’ in War-
ren also donated gift cards and 
cups to the Trunk or Treat. 

Despite being rained out 
on their originally date, the 
Trunk or Treat at Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School 
lucked out with beautiful 
weather over the weekend.  

TRUNK OR TREAT
 FROM PAGE 1

It was time to go “Back to the Future” with Warren Police dressed as Doc and 
Marty with the DeLorean as part of their car for Trunk or Treat at Quaboag Re-
gional Middle High School.

TURLEY PHOTO  BY RYAN DRAGO
Don’t say it a third time at this Beetlejuice trunk. A skeleton party and DJ show was provided by Cornwell Quality Tools.

The skeleton crew was ready to work. Truck display provided by Jim McKeon. 

The Vikings arrived at Quaboag Regional Middle High School for Trunk or Treat. 
Laura Marino, left, and Matt Marino

Kendra as Mike and Jess as Sully from Monsters Inc. attended the Trunk or 
Treat.
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$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
11/6/25-11/12/2511/6/25-11/12/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS TRAY PAK ..............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SARA LEE COOKIES & CREME 
CHEESECAKE 4 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN 12 OZ

TEMPURA BREADED SHRIMP

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS ...............

$166
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

lb

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$233
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST
LOIN END or RIB END ...........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATE
CHICKEN THIGHS ..............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .......... lb

lb
$369

$335

lb
$144

66¢

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CUSTOM CUT FOR FREE
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ...... $179

lb

$399
lb

$989
lb

PORTERHOUSE
T’BONE STEAK

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

were to enter into a tuition 
agreement, we would no lon-
ger operate our junior/senior 
high school,” he said. 

Grant said the task force 
has communicated with 
Quaboag and Quabbin 
school district, and also with 
the Nahant and Swampscott 
school districts, which have 
operated under a tuition 
agreement since 1982.

He said the task force has 
also reviewed information 
with the Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Ed-
ucation, as well as reviewed 
student exit surveys from the 
past several years. 

A school district study 
was completed in 2011, and 
a regionalization study was 
completed in 2021. 

Grant said a total of 
205 students in town opt 
to school choice out of the 
school district, with 72 going 
to Quaboag, 58 to Quabbin, 
21 to Tantasqua, and the re-
mainder to other districts.

There are currently 397 
students in the school dis-
trict throughout all grade 
levels. During the 2002-2003 
school year, there were 810 
in-district students. 

Grant said over 20 school 
districts in the common-
wealth operate with a tuition 
agreement. Most of them are 
small towns with lower stu-
dent enrollment. 

Grant said the task force 
is still waiting for firm num-
bers about the financial ben-
efits or drawbacks of enter-
ing into a tuition agreement, 
including the cost to educate 
each student.

He said the school choice 

rate set by the state is cur-
rently $5,000 per student. 
He said this amount was set 
in 1991 and many school 
districts are pushing to have 
that amount increased.

The next step for the 
task force includes review-
ing formal proposals from 
both Quaboag and Quabbin 
school districts, and schedul-
ing informational meetings 
with the community. 

“We should always be 
talking about what can we 
do better for our students,” 
Grant said. 

Public comment
North Brookfield Teach-

ers Association President 
Damian Sarrette expressed 
concerns about the task 
force formed to explore a tu-
ition agreement with another 
school district.

Sarrette acknowledged 
that the school district was 
in “dire straits,” but he was 
not in support of closing the 
high school. 

He said the task force 
meetings were difficult to 
attend, and his requests for 
virtual access were not met. 

Sarrette said tuitioning 
out the high school students 
is not the right decision for 
the school district. 

Special education para-
professional Margaret Han-
son said she doesn’t believe 
the true cost of tuitioning 
out the students is known, 
especially in terms of special 
education.

“My deep feeling is that 
we cannot fully comprehend 
what it is going to cost us if  
we tuition out the kids,” she 
said. “I cannot support tui-
tioning the kids out.”

STEM presentation 
Superintendent Timothy 

McCormick said the school 
district has had significant 
growth in the area of STEM 
education. 

He said last spring and 
this fall the school district re-
ceived funding from the state 
to support an Innovative Ca-
reer Pathways in Advanced 
Manufacturing. This has al-
lowed the school district to 
expand its STEM offerings 
without impacting the local 
budget.

“That designation allows 
our students to take STEM 
courses in grades nine 
through 12 to receive creden-
tials for real world experienc-
es for the work force while 
graduating with distinction,” 
he said.

McCormick invited stu-
dents enrolled in the first 
year of the program to speak 
to the School Committee 
about their experiences. 

Sixth grader Micha’el 
shared that STEM has 
taught him a lot of skills, 
which he will be able to use in 
his future career. He showed 
the committee his 3D mod-
els he was able to design and 
print on one of the school 
district’s six 3D printers.

Micha’el said he has even 
started his own 3D printing 
business and is earning mon-
ey to buy a dirt bike.

Eighth graders Noah and 
Vincent said they have been 
learning about robotics and 
how it relates to factory jobs.

“You really get a scope for 
how it impacts the world and 
how you can integrate your-
self into some of those jobs,” 
Noah said. “You can learn 
problem solving, time man-
agement, and overall just the 
construction of how these 
things are made.”

Vincent said the robotics 
program gives the students a 
head start in their careers. 

Ninth grader Dante said 
the goal of the Advanced 
Manufacturing pathway is to 
prepare students for careers 
in these fields.

Superintendent’s goals
McCormick shared his 

five goals for the 2025-2026 
school year. His goals in-
clude increasing account-
ability and achievement in 
English Language Arts and 
mathematics, monitoring 
progress and alignment to 
the District Strategic Plan, 
implementing a district wide 
data cycle process, engaging 
in continuous leadership de-
velopment and advancing 
Universal Design for Learn-
ing and high-quality instruc-
tional materials. 

Administrators’ reports
Elementary School Prin-

cipal Arthur Murphy said 
the next free senior citizen 
breakfast will be held Mon-
day, Nov. 17. 

He said the school has 
developed an Instruction 
and Data room for month-
ly afterschool meetings of 
the leadership team. He said 
staff use this room and meet-
ing time to review student 
data.

Murphy also shared the 
school’s improvement plan, 
which focuses on curriculum 
and instruction enhance-
ment, meeting the needs of 
all students and providing 
a supportive and inclusive 
learning environment and 
fostering a culture of belong-
ing.

High School Principal 
Brian Beck said teacher 
Caitlyn Malone attended the 
OpenSciEd Teacher Leader 
Network event. 

Beck said a school well-
ness day is being planned for 
Nov. 12, which is a half-day 
for students.

Beck said the high school’s 
improvement plan will focus 
on curriculum and instruc-
tion, meeting the needs of all 
students and fostering a cul-
ture of belonging.

Director of Student Ser-
vices Dr. Michael Baldas-
sarre spoke about the first 
meeting of the Special Ed-
ucation Parents Advisory 
Council. He said a number 
of parents of attended the 
meeting. 

He said the meeting par-
ticipants developed a sur-
vey, which was sent out to 
parents and he has received 
about 40 responses from the 
survey.

Baldassarre said the SE-
PAC will host a spaghetti 
supper on Nov. 19 at 6 p.m. 
in the elementary school. 

He said the school district 
will be visited by the Depart-
ment of Education in Janu-
ary 2026.

Baldassarre said he con-
tinues to work with area 
special educators to find re-
sources for parents and find 
cost savings for the school 
district through collabora-
tion. 

Student Council update
Student Council represen-

tative Noah Gillette spoke 
about homecoming events 
and spirit week.

He said the annual Giving 
Turkey food drive is coming 
up. Each teacher is given a 
bag for students to donate 
nonperishable food items in.

“The teacher with the 
most will wear the turkey 
costume,” Gillette said.

Recognitions
McCormick said the first 

senior citizen pancake break-
fast of the school year was 
held recently. He said about 
20 seniors enjoyed the free 
breakfast and he thanked 
the students and volunteers 
who worked to make this 
possible. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
 FROM PAGE 1

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Amateur radio club November meeting Nov. 25
No Towers, No 
Problem: Unlocking 
Big Scores with 
Backyard Ingenuity’

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Quaboag Valley Am-
ateur Radio Club welcomes 
all amateur radio operators 
and those interested in the 
hobby to its monthly meet-
ing, where members explore 
a wide range of topics relat-
ed to ham radio, public ser-
vice, and emergency com-
munications.

This month’s meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 25 at 6:30 p.m. The 

meeting takes place at the 
West Brookfield Senior 
Center, 73 Central St.

Think you need stacks 
of antennas and multiple 
towers to crack the contest 
leaderboards? Think again. 
Join John, N1PGA as he 
discusses his ever-evolving 
antenna farm—consistent-
ly landing Top-5 contest 
scores without a single tow-
er in sight. 

Whether you’re working 
with a postage-stamp back-
yard, planning a stealthy va-
cation rig, or gearing up for 
Field Day, POTA, or SOTA, 
this session will challenge 
your assumptions about the 

need for a tower and spark 
fresh ideas. You’ll leave in-
spired, informed, and ready 
to rethink what’s possible 
with some home-brew an-
tennas, rope, creativity, and 
a little RF magic.

QVARC meetings are 
open to all—whether you’re 
a licensed ham, studying for 
your license, or simply curi-
ous about the world of am-
ateur radio.  The club also 
offers  regular license testing 
for those looking to obtain 
their amateur radio license.

For more information 
about the club, upcoming 
events, or licensing oppor-
tunities, visit QVARC.com.

Christmas in New Braintree takes place Dec. 6 
NEW BRAINTREE – 

New Braintree is kicking off  
the holiday season with its 
“Christmas in New Brain-
tree” on Saturday, Dec. 6. 

The event will include a 
craft fair hosted by the Tri 
Parish Community Church 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
New Braintree Grade School 
and Town Hall, both located 

on Memorial Drive, photos 
with Santa from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. and crafts for children. 

The New Braintree Con-
gregational Church will be 
holding its traditional cookie 
sale and cafe during the craft 
fair. 

The New Braintree Histor-
ical Society will be hosting a 
Holiday Open House at the 

museum at 10 Utley Road 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m., and 
there will be a town tree light-
ing ceremony at the town hall 
to bring an end to the festivi-
ties. All are welcome. 

Anyone who would like 
to participate as a vendor or 
volunteer please contact Bon-
nie St. Cyr at 443-835-7530 or 
bonniestcyr@yahoo.com.

Fanfare Brass Ensemble to perform Nov. 30

STURBRIDGE – All 
are welcome to a Christmas 
Sing Along by the Fanfare 
Brass Ensemble on Sunday 
Nov. 30 at 3 p.m. at The 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale, 8 Maple 
St.

The 10 part group’s pro-
gram includes  “O Come 

All Ye Faithful”,  “Three 
Ships”, “Three Kings”, 
“Westminster Carol”, “Jin-
gle Bell Rock”,  “Twelve 
Days of Christmas”, 
“Away in the Manger”, “A 
Christmas Cannon”, “Jin-
gle Bells”, “White Christ-
mas”, “Sleigh Ride”, “Oh 
Holy Night”, “Rockin’ 

Around the Christmas 
Tree”,  “Angels from the 
Realms of Glory”,  “All I 
want for Christmas”,  “O 
little town of Bethle-
hem”,  “We Need a Little 
Christmas”, “Rudolph 
the Red Nose Reindeer”, 
“Stars and Stripes for 
Christmas” and more.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The 10-piece group, Fanfare Brass Ensemble will perform a Christmas Sing Along on Sunday, Nov. 30 at 3 p.m. at the 
Federate Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale.
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Cougars win over Ware clinches state tourney spot
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WARE—Not only did the 
Quaboag girls’ varsity soccer 
team join a brand new league 
this fall, they’ll also be com-
peting in the Division 4 state 
tournament for the first time.

Quaboag had played in 
the Division 5 state tourna-
ment four times since the 
MIAA changed the postsea-
son format in 2021. 

The Lady Cougars, who 
are members of the new 
CMAC D league, made the 
jump up a division prior 
to the start of this season. 
They clinched a berth in the 
Division 4 state tournament 
following a 5-0 shutout vic-
tory against the Ware Lady 
Indians on a damp evening 
at Veterans’ Field in Ware on 
Oct. 20.

“We’ve been able to qual-
ify for the state tournament 
each year that I’ve been 
playing for the varsity soccer 
team,” said Quaboag senior 

Maddy Bagg. “We’ll be com-
peting in the Division 4 state 
tournament this year. We’re 
very glad that we’ve qualified 
for states again and we want 
to make a deep run in this 
year’s tournament.”

The Lady Cougars (9-6-2) 
were ranked 34th in the Di-
vision 4 power rankings. The 
top 32 teams automatically 
qualify for the state tourna-
ment, along with the other 
teams that finish the regular 
season with a .500 or better 

record.  
It was also the fourth con-

secutive year that Quaboag 
has posted a shutout against 
Ware on the soccer pitch. 

“This is a big rivalry game 
for us, and we’ve always en-
joyed playing against Ware,” 
Bagg added. “We’ve never 
lost to them.” 

Ware, who are members 
of the Pioneer South Divi-
sion, saw their overall record 
fall to 5-8-3 following the 
home loss.

Despite having a below 
.500 record, the Lady Indians 
are still hoping to qualify for 

Isabelle Manzaro kicks the ball, 
bringing it down field.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAP.SMUGMUG.COM
Madelyn Bagg heads the ball as she jumps above the fray.

Brielle Gerulaitis Retains control as she moves the ball down field.

Warriors fall to Doherty, 
make state tournament

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WORCESTER —Both 
the Tantasqua Regional 
boys’ soccer and football 
teams suffered shutout 
road losses to Doherty 
Memorial High School on 
back-to-back days at the 
end of last week.

The Highlanders soccer 
team clinched the inaugu-
ral CMAC A Division title 
by posting a 6-0 shutout 
win over the Warriors at 
Foley Stadium, last Thurs-
day afternoon.

A little more than 24 
hours later, the Warriors 
football team made anoth-
er trip to Worcester and 
suffered a 31-0 loss to the 
Highlanders, which was 
played on Doherty’s brand 
new turf field.

Doherty held a 3-0 lead 
late in the second quarter 
before scoring touchdowns 
on a pick-6, a punt return, 
and on a two yard run 
following a blocked punt, 
which pretty much sealed 
their victory at halftime.

“The last three minutes 
of the first half killed us,” 
said Tantasqua head coach 
Nate Orzech. “I thought 
we would still be in the 
game at halftime, they just 
exploded against us.”

The Tantasqua foot-
ball team, who also lost at 
home against Auburn in 
another CMAC A contest 
a week earlier, had a 4-4 
overall record and a 1-2 
league mark. 

The Warriors also lost 
their first road game of the 
regular season. Their three 
road wins came against 
East Longmeadow (17-
14), Nashoba Regional 
(35-21), and Worcester 
South (40-7).

The Tantasqua players 
and coaching staff made 
the bus ride back to Fisk-
dale not knowing if  they 
had qualified for the Divi-
sion 4 state tournament or 
not.

“I’m not really sure if  
we’re going to still make 
the playoffs,” Orzech said. 
“I think we deserve to 
make the playoffs, but I 
don’t think we competed 

very well in our last two 
games. We just have to wait 
until 1pm on Sunday after-
noon to find out if  we did 
make it or not.”

The good news for the 
Warriors supporters is 
that their football team 
earned the 16th seed in the 
state tournament. They’re 
scheduled to play at 
top-seeded Scituate High 
School at 7pm on Friday 
night. The Sailors, who are 
the defending Division 4 
state champions, currently 
have a 7-1 record. They’ve 
won four games in a row 
since losing, 20-15, at 
Plymouth South, on Octo-
ber 3.

Tantasqua also quali-
fied for the Division 4 state 
tournament a year ago as 
the ninth seed. They lost, 
41-12, at eighth-seeded 
Canton in a first-round 
game.

Doherty (4-4), who lost 
four of their first five games 
this season, squeaked into 
the Division 3 state tourna-
ment as the 15th-seed. The 
Highlanders are also 2-0 
on their new football field, 
which is located on the 
site of the old high school 
and next to the brand-new 
school, which opened a 
year ago.  Their first game 
on the new field was a 38-8 
win against Westborough 
High School. 

The Highlanders, who 
celebrated their senior 
night, took a 3-0 lead 
against the Warriors when 
senior Thomas Kursonis 
made a 31-yard field goal 
with four minutes remain-
ing in the first quarter.

The Warriors offense 
responded with a 12-play 
series.

On the first play of the 
second quarter, sopho-
more QB Jack Nichols 
threw a pass to junior 
Sean Allen for 20 yards, 
which moved the ball to 
the Highlanders 40. Four 
plays later, the Warriors 
were forced to turn the ball 
over on downs.

Allen and senior Gabe 
Lopez had interceptions 

See WARRIORS
  PAGE 8

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—The previ-
ous 23 games on the gridiron 
between Belchertown and 
Pathfinder Tech have tak-
en place on Thanksgiving 
morning.

The two squads, who first 
faced each other in 2001, 
will be facing each other at 
Belchertown High School on 

Thanksgiving morning, but 
they’re also members of the 
Tri-County League.

The league contest took 
place Oct. 24 at Legion Field 
in Palmer. 

The Pathfinder Tech Pio-
neers celebrated their senior 
night with a 40-25 victory 
over the Orioles before a 
large crowd.

“It did feel like a Thanks-
giving Day game tonight,” 
said Pathfinder Tech head 
coach Bill Darling. “They 
made a comeback against 
us in the second half, but we 
never relinquished the lead. 
I’m very proud of the play-
ers.”

The seniors listed on the 
Pathfinder Tech football 
roster are Dustyn Cook, 
Ethan Mooney, Stephen 
Curtis, Brandyn Wilson, 
Aiden Girard, Brandon 
Charron, Jaiden Ambrose, 
Wyatt Breault, Amias Kow-
alik, Jaycub Parker-Grego-
ry, Harold Black, and Jarett 
Skowyra.

“It’s nice that we could 
beat our rivals on senior 
night,” Darling said. “They’ll 

probably remember tonight’s 
game forever.”

The two teams are head-
ing in opposite directions.

While the Pioneers (3-4) 
won their third game in a 
row, the Orioles (4-3) have 
lost three straight games.

“I’m very frustrating be-
cause we began the season 
with a 4-0 record and we’ve 
lost our last three games,” 
said Belchertown head 
coach Keith LeBeau. “We’ve 
lost all of our fundamentals. 
We have a lot of things to 
work on. Give Pathfinder 
a lot of credit because they 

made the plays.”
Belchertown won the coin 

toss, and junior Avery Cote 
returned the opening kickoff 
to the Pioneers 35 yard line 

The Orioles offense put 
together a four minute drive 
which was capped off with a 
one yard TD run by junior 
quarterback Coleman Long-
ley.

Junior Leandro Martins 
made the extra point at-
tempt.

Pathfinder sophomore 

See COUGARS
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Anthony Arventos and Mason Baer combine for a tackle.

Cassian Kowalik takes the ball 
through the middle of the field.

Strong finish for field hockey
BARRE – Last week, 

Quabbin Regional High 
School field hockey finished 
up its regular season with 
two wins in its final three 
games. The Panthers defeat-
ed Clinton 3-0 and Marlbor-
ough 2-0 to go with against 
Leominster. The regular 

season ends with a 14-3-
1 regular season record. 
Quabbin awaits its seeding 
in the Division 4 state tour-
nament. They are currently 
ranked No. 7 in the division, 
though play has to complete 
this week for that or another 
seed to lock in.

Pioneers beat Orioles
in first conference matchup
between the teams

Abby Rogowski winds up for a long free hit.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Veanna Salvadore tries to keep the ball away from the opposition.

Makenzie Casey looks to make a play on the ball.

See PATH FOOTBALL  
PAGE 8
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for the Warriors in the mid-
dle of the second stanza.

Things went downhill 
very quickly after that for 
the visiting team.

With 3:31 left in the 
opening half, Ben Asare 
returned an interception 75 
yards for a touchdown.

A little more than a min-
ute later, senior Chase Rich 
returned a punt 65 yards for 

another touchdown.
Things didn’t get any bet-

ter for the visiting team, as 
junior Max Haire blocked a 
punt leading to a two-yard 
TD run from sophomore 
Andre Perkins.

Perkins also scored on 
a10-yard run with 8:29 left 
in the third quarter.

The Warriors will need 
to play a perfect game if  
they want to pull off the up-
set victory on Friday night.    

WARRIORS
 FROM PAGE 7

Railers fall against Reading Royals 5-1
WORCESTER  – The 

Railers fell Saturday night 
with a 5-1 loss to the Read-
ing Royals.

Worcester’s lone goal was 
scored by Drew Callin to 
make it 3-1 in the third pe-
riod. There was a little bit 
of history there, since it had 
been 1,411 calendar days 
since his last goal for the 
Railers on Dec. 8, 2021.

Callin spent almost all of 
that span in the American 
Hockey League.

Reading got two goals 
from Carson Golder. Massi-
mo Rizzo, Brandon Saigeon, 
and Sawyer Boulton each 
had one apiece.

Vinnie Purpura got the 
win in net with 25 saves. 
Tristan Lennox took the loss 
and stopped 27 shots.

The game ended in messy 
fashion with altercations 

all over the place late as the 
teams totaled 103 PIM in the 
third period. The 117 PIM 
overall were the third most 
in team history, the most 
ever at the DCU Center.

Including two video re-
views, the game time was 
2:51, second most in team 
history for a regulation game 
and tied for the longest at the 
DCU Center.

The Railers seek to re-
group next weekend as they 
play their first three-in-three 
of the season. All three 
games are with Maine. Fri-
day night the teams are in 
Portland, the next two at the 
DCU Center.

Worcester was outshot by 
two and outscored by two in 
the first period.

Rizzo scored from be-
tween the circles at 9:12. 
There was a lot of traffic in 

front of Lennox and the offi-
cials looked at possible goal-
ie interference, but the score 
was still 1-0 after the review.

The Royals increased 
their lead to 2-0 at 15:37 on 
a goal by Saigeon. He got 
the puck against the far left 
board, perhaps 40 feet from 
the net, and sent a wrist shot 
inside the far post.

In between the goals, 
Railers forward Lincoln 
Hatten took on Reading’s 
Boulton in a quick, intense 
fight. How time flies. Boul-
ton is the son of Eric Boul-
ton, a legendary battler 
whose career pro PIM totals 
were in four figures.

Eric Boulton spent part 
of 1998-99 with the AHL 
Kentucky Thoroughblades. 
On Jan. 29, 1999 in Kentucky 
he and IceCats forward Reed 
Low engaged in arguably the 

best fight in Worcester hock-
ey history, a Rocky vs. Apol-
lo Creed battle.

Coincidentally, or maybe 
not, Kentucky’s coach that 
season was Roy Sommer.

Golder finished off the 
odd-man rush that made 
it a 3-0 game in the second 
period. Reading played the 
break perfectly as Golder 
converted Cam Cook’s pass 
with a re-direct that Lennox 
had no chance on.

Callin scored from in 
close with Worcester on a 
power play at 4:51 but Boul-
ton blunted any chance at a 
comeback by popping home 
a rebound at 7:40. Reading 
got a 5 on 3 chance later in 
the period and took 11 sec-
onds to convert it for the 
game’s final goal.

Thinderbirds pick up point against Islanders
\BRIDGEPORT, CT – 

The Springfield Thunder-
birds (1-6-1-1) rode a ter-
rific afternoon from their 
starting goaltender into a 
shootout before falling 2-1 
to the Bridgeport Islanders 
(2-5-1-0) on Sunday after-
noon inside Total Mort-
gage Arena.

Bridgeport entered the 
game as one of the league’s 
most potent first-period of-
fenses with 14 tallies in its 
first eight opening frames 
of the season. That trend 
continued at 8:54 of the 
first when rookie Joey Lar-
son deflected a Sean Day 
point shot through Vadim 
Zherenko, giving the Is-
landers the 1-0 advantage. 

The T-Birds once again 

showed good resilience and 
timely power play success 
at 17:03 to tie the score. 
Matthew Peca won the 
opening draw of the ad-
vantage, allowing Samuel 
Johannesson to get a shot 
into the blue paint. Mar-
cus Hogberg made the first 
stop, but Matt Luff was on 
the scene to jab a backhand 
rebound home to tie the 
game, 1-1. The goal, Luff’s 
team-leading fourth of the 
season, was also his fourth 
point in the last two games.

Zherenko and Hogberg 
rose into the spotlight in 
the second period, as nei-
ther team could take ad-
vantage on a plethora of 
power play opportunities. 
Bridgeport went 0-for-4 on 

man advantages in the first 
40 minutes, including an 
0-for-3 spell in period two. 
Springfield, meanwhile, 
was unable to break the 1-1 
tie on their one chance in 
the middle stanza.

Zherenko and the 
T-Birds’ penalty kill con-
tinued to rise to the occa-
sion in the third, stonewall-
ing the Bridgeport power 
play once more in the final 
period to complete a per-
fect 5-for-5 day. Zherenko 
went the final 51:06 of reg-
ulation without allowing a 
tally.

As the 1-1 tie carried 
into overtime, the netmind-
er only raised his game 
further, as Zherenko came 
up with high-danger saves 

on both Marshall Warren 
and Alex Jefferies in the 
3-on-3 proceedings, allow-
ing the T-Birds a chance to 
win in the shootout. After 
Chris Terry and Luff trad-
ed shootout goals through 
the first two rounds, the 
game came down to the 
third round. After Hog-
berg turned away Niki-
ta Alexandrov, former 
T-Bird Matthew Highmore 
stepped up and whistled a 
perfect forehander off the 
inside of the post to ice the 
game for Bridgeport.

The T-Birds and Island-
ers renew acquaintances as 
the two clubs meet at the 
Thunderdome on Friday, 
Nov. 7 for a 7:05 p.m. puck 
drop.

Contact 
Sue Como

(413)
531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Palmer 39+ acres, town swr dev pos.  $499,900 
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900
Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900
Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000
Hardwick 11+ acres 2 percs $159,900
New Braintree 4.5 acres perc test $56,000
New Salem 5.8 acres perc $94,900

CALL FOR 
DETAILS AND 
LOCATIONS

Land is in demand 
all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist 

like myself to list and sell 
your land parcel.

WARREN: 170 BRIDGE ST. - 
Oversized cape on 3+ acres, privately 
set off the road, fresh paint, some 
new flooring and windows installed.  
Open floor plan with fireplaced 
familyroom, cabinet packed kitchen, 
first floor bedroom and potential for 
full bath in the walkout basement.  So 
many extras here stop in to the open 
house and don’t miss out.  $525,000 

WARE: 214 OLD BELCHERTOWN 
RD  - Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living room 
area, granite counters, lower-
level family rooms, enclosed four 
season sunroom on the front.   
$585,000

HOMES FOR SALE

WARE – Commercial building 
on over 4 acres.  Multiple garage 
space, multiple office spaces.  
Great rental potential rent to one 
person or split up and rent to a 
few.  So much potential here for 
the price.  $280,000

the Division 5 state tourna-
ment. They were ranked 28th 
in the power rankings.

“Losing 5-0 is going to 
hurt our power rankings,” 
said Ware head coach Mor-
gan Toelken. “We didn’t play 
in the state tournament last 
year and it would be nice to 
get back there again this sea-
son.

A couple of days later, 
Ware lost, 3-1, to Hopkins 
Academy in the quarterfinals 
of the Western Mass. Class D 
tournament. Senior Isabella 
Cotaj scored the Lady Indi-
ans only goal in that match.

Western Massachusetts is 
the only section of the state 
that still holds a sectional 
tournament prior to the state 
tournament.   

“We’re the last region that 
still has a sectional tour-
nament,” Toelken said. “I 
know we’re trying to keep 
the nostalgia, but I think we 
need to align with the rest of 
the state. Quaboag still has 
a couple of regular season 
games left.” 

 The Lady Cougars out-
shot the Lady Indians, 10-3.

One of Ware’s shot at-
tempts was taken by senior 
Olivia DiRienzo early in the 
opening half.

The only other Ware se-
nior is Madisyn Slattery.

The home team also 
had a free kick before the 
Lady Cougars took over the 
match.

During the sixth minute, 
senior Gabrielle Riendeau 
split a pair of defenders be-
fore firing a low shot into the 
left corner of the net past ju-
nior goalkeeper Emily Jones 
(6 saves).

Less than ten minutes 
later, Bagg, who assisted on 
the Lady Cougars’ first goal, 
made the score 2-0 by put-
ting another shot into the left 
corner. 

Bagg is planning to con-
tinue playing soccer at Bates 
College next year.

Quaboag’s final two goals 
of the opening half were 
scored by senior Maddie Pot-
vin and freshman Julia Que-
iroga.

Potvin also netted the 
Lady Cougars final goal six 
minutes into the second half, 
which was unassisted.

Junior Brielle Sullivan 
had a couple of shots on goal 
for the visiting team in the 
middle of the second half, 
but Jones managed to make 
the saves.

It was a homecoming 
game for Quaboag assistant 
soccer coach Michelle Zaw-
alski, who graduated from 
Ware High School in 2017. 

COUGARS  FROM PAGE 7

Ava Ostrout maintains ball control as she maneuvers downfield.

quarterback Grayson Gris-
wold completed a couple of 
passes

to Skowyra before soph-
omore Cassian Kowalik 
powered his way seven yards 
into the endzone with 1:31 
left in the first quarter.

Kowalik also scored 
a rushing touchdown on 
the two-point conversion, 
which gave the Pioneers an 
8-7 lead.

Following an intercep-
tion by junior Anthony Ar-
ventos, the home team put 
together a nine play scoring 
drive.      

Just when it looked like 
Griswold would be sacked, 
he managed to toss the ball 
to sophomore Trevor Alex-
ander, who made the catch 
in the endzone completing 
the 9-yard touchdown pass 
with 8:14 remaining in the 
first half.

There was a fumble on 

the two-point conversion 
play, which left the Pioneers 
holding onto a 14-7 lead.

With a little more than 
a minute left in the half, 
Cassian Kowalik scored his 
second rushing touchdown 

on an 11-yard scamper up 
the middle.

Holding a 20-7 half-
time lead, the Pioneers put 
six more points on the old 
scoreboard in the middle of 
the third quarter.

Griswold completed a 
44-yard TD pass to Kow-
alik, who made an over 
the shoulder catch before 
sprinting into the endzone.

Trailing by 19 points, 
the Orioles scored the next 
three touchdowns which 
closed the gap to one point.

The comeback start-
ed when Longley threw a 
screen pass to senior Adam 
O’Rourke, who ran into the 
end zone behind a wall of 
blockers completing the 63-
yard scoring play.

The extra point attempt 
was blocked. 

After the Pioneers of-
fense were forced to turn 
the ball over on downs, 
Cote scored a 34-yard rush-
ing touchdown with three 

minutes left in the third 
quarter.

A pass on the two-point 
conversion play was incom-
plete in the endzone.

With 1:12 left in the third 
quarter, Longley called his 
number in the huddle and 
scored his second rushing 
touchdown on a six yard 
run.

Longley also carried 
the ball on the conversion 
play, but he was tackled in 
the backfield by Charron, 
which allowed the Pioneers 
to keep the lead.

Sophomore Caleb Crum 
and Griswold sealed the Pi-
oneers victory with rushing 
touchdowns during the fi-
nal quarter.

Belchertown will be 
looking to get back into 
the win column when they 
travel to McCann Tech on 
Saturday night, while Path-
finder Tech will be playing 
at Monument Mountain on 
Friday night.

PATH FOOTBALL 
 FROM PAGE 7

Grayson Griswold goes for the quar-
terback keeper.

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS
Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 

Email your image(s) with description to:
sports@turley.com

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
Turley Publications 

sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram. 
You can find our ac-
count by searching “tur-
leysports.” 

We will regularly fea-
ture samples of photos 
that you will see in our 
publications on a weekly 
basis. 

Please follow and share 
with your friends and 
loved ones. 

We will be featuring 
photos from all 11 of our 
sports sections, but as al-
ways, you can see all the 
photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local 
paper or picking up a copy 
in your community.
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family she still has in Mary-
land. 

“We’re all musical, one 
way or another,” Lyons said. 

One time in Vermont, 
Lyons was playing songs 
by Fleetwood Mac during 
a campfire. Many people 
nearby heard the music and 
began to believe Fleetwood 
Mac was in Vermont. The 
songs Lyons enjoys play-
ing from Fleetwood Mac 
include “Landslide” and 
“Leather & Lace”. 

While living in Salem, 
Lyons recalled her music 
being recognized in some 
local publications. Her most 
common venues in Salem 
that she would perform in 
included the Hawthorne Inn 
and In a Pig’s Eye. 

The honor of being the 
featured artist meant a lot 
to Lyons as it also highlights 
the town she calls home. 

“I love the Town of 
North Brookfield,” Lyons 
stated. “I watched it change 
and evolve over the years.”

Lyons, like many North 
Brookfield residents, is sad-
dened to see some deteriora-
tion of the Town House. It’s 
an important landmark that 
the Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House are 
working hard to try and pre-
serve. 

Lyons is proud to be 
a part of supporting the 
Friends and the preservation 
of this beloved building.

“Being the artist and 
bringing attention means the 
world to me,” Lyons said. 

Lyons would like to see 
the Town House operational 

again and be able to perform 
her music there. 

“That Town House has a 
lot of history and needs to be 
preserved,” Lyons said. “I’m 
honored that they made me 
the artist of the month.”

About Artist of the 
Month Program

The seed was planted at 
a Downtown Development 
Committee meeting during 
the pandemic, grew into a 

YouTube channel with the 
help of a Local Cultural 
Council grant for “Virtual 
Programming to Highlight 
the Local Arts Communi-
ty”, and finally blossomed 
as Artist of the Month on 
the Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House 
Facebook and website pag-
es.

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House em-

phasize the rich cultural na-
ture of the area and point-
ing out the possibilities that 
exist for programming when 
the Town House is restored 
and once again hosts work-
shops and performances.

Today, the Friends are 
spotlighting an area artist 
each month on their web-
site, with the artist’s own 
page, telling their own 
story, and calling atten-

tion to their special talent. 
The Friends of the Town 
House website’s Artist of 
the Month page may be ac-
cessed by going to nbtown-
house.com/featured-artists. 

Visit the website to learn 
more about this month’s 
featured artist, Susan Ly-
ons. The Friends of the 
North Brookfield Town 
House is a 501©(3) non-
profit organization with the 

purpose of raising funds 
and promoting public sup-
port and awareness for 
the renovation and resto-
ration of the historic North 
Brookfield Town House 
and the Town House Great 
Hall in order for it to be a 
civic and cultural center for 
the town of North Brook-
field and surrounding com-
munities. 

FEATURED ARTIST
 FROM PAGE 1

decided it was time for a 
change and he took a po-
sition as a local minister at 
a UCC church in Vermont 
and for the past six years, he 
was the pastor at a church 
in Marblehead, Ohio, which 
is located on a peninsula of 
Lake Erie with a population 
of just 900 people.

“I started looking to see 
what was possible,” he said 
of local ministry. “It’s been 
a shift in my career.”

In addition to his suc-
cess in academia, William-
son gained notability for 
his skills as a soccer coach, 
mainly in developing and 
growing winning programs 
from the ground up.

“I have loved that part 
of my life,” Williamson said 
of coaching. “I tell people 
I have these three critical 
parts of my career: teach-
ing, coaching and being a 
pastor.”

Williamson developed 
his love of soccer in his 
youth, having played on 
Needham’s first state cham-
pionship team in 1968. He 
was even paid to play soccer 
on the Chicago Amateur 
League for two summers in 

1975 and 1976.
“I played into my late 

30s,” he said. “I was lucky 
that way.”

Williamson talked 
about his high school soc-
cer coach, Don Brock, and 
how he is a living legend in 
the sport, coaching for over 
five decades and leading his 
teams to close to 700 wins.

He also spoke about his 
teammate Robbie Ftorek, 
who went on to gain fame 
in the National Hockey 
League and World Hockey 
Association. 

“He was a three-sport 
athlete and I learned a lot 
from him,” Williamson 
said. “I played two years 
with him and I was very 
fortunate.”

Williamson said while 
he misses coaching, he will 
apply his same teambuild-
ing skills and leadership to 
helping the First Congre-
gational Church of West 
Brookfield reach its goals to 
become more of a presence 
in the community and it in-
crease its membership and 
ministries.  He noted that 
the church and its members 
are already a major pres-
ence at community events, 
offering its famous aspar-

agus chowder at the annu-
al Asparagus Festival and 
much more. 

“We’d also like people 
to become more aware that 
this is a welcoming church 
and it has an ability to pro-
vide community for folks 
and be supportive,” he said. 

Williamson said the 
church would also like to 
increase its ministry of-
ferings, by expanding the 
Sharing Cupboard, which 
already serves many people 
in the community.

“It’s a vital ministry in 
this church,” he said.

The church will continue 
to work with Dismas House 
in Oakham, hosting alter-
nating meals with the resi-
dents at the farm.

Williamson said he and 
the church members would 
like to add more related 
programs to the church’s 
offerings, through Bible 
study, music, and more. He 
said the church would also 
continue to be a witness on 
social justice issues. 

“I really want to support 
the church in terms of its 
goals,” Williamson said. 

Williamson said he has a 
plan for renewal, hope and 
joy, and also finding con-

nection between scripture 
lessons and modern day is-
sues.

“How the gospel speaks 
to a contemporary situa-
tion…that’s important,” he 
said.

Williamson said he will 
also focus on faith and 
young families, adding that 
studies have looked at how 
many people at that stage in 
life are experiencing higher 
levels of unhappiness. 

“There should be a sense 
of joy when you come to 
worship,” Williamson said, 
and that is something that 
is immediately felt when 
walking through the doors 
of the church.

About the church
The First Congregation-

al Church of West Brook-
field, UCC, is located at 36 
North Main St. with wor-
ship services offered each 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All peo-
ple are welcomed and en-
couraged to attend, no mat-
ter where they are in their 
faith journey.

For more information, 
stop by a worship service, 
visit westbrookfieldcongre-
gationalucc.org, call 508-
867-7078 or email fccwb-
worship@gmail.com.

NEW PASTOR 
FROM PAGE 1

STURBRIDGE
FROM PAGE 1

idents and visitors not to 
litter and to organize events 
and programs to clean up 
litter across the town. The 
steering committee will de-
velop the Sturbridge chap-
ter, collaborate with local 
stakeholders, and organize 
litter cleanups and other 
community improvement 
events. 

This will be a volun-
teer-led organization that 
works alongside the Stur-
bridge Department of Pub-
lic Works, the Town Ad-
ministrator’s office, other 
municipal leaders, and local 
businesses. 

“We are excited to create 
this community-led Keep 
Sturbridge Beautiful chapter 
committed to enhancing our 
public spaces and environ-
mental health,” said Grimm. 
“This initiative will  help 
keep our streets, parks, and 
neighborhoods litter-free, 
clean, and safe, while pro-
moting pride in our commu-
nity. It’s a win-win for Stur-
bridge residents, businesses, 
and the local environment.”

“I am excited to see the 
positive impact that Keep 
Sturbridge Beautiful will 

make in the community,” 
said Neil Rhein, found and 
executive director of Keep 
Massachusetts Beautiful. 
“Across Massachusetts, our 
local chapters are mobilizing 
volunteers and local busi-
nesses to clean up and green 
up their communities. In the 
process, they also forge more 
community connections and 
foster increased local civic 
engagement.”

Residents who are inter-
ested in joining the Steering 
Committee or participating 
as volunteers can email Stur-
bridge’s Economic Develop-
ment Coordinator, Terry 
Masterson at tmasterson@
sturbridge.gov for more in-
formation. 

Keep Sturbridge Beau-
tiful is a chapter of Keep 
Massachusetts Beautiful, 
a statewide nonprofit that 
is working to build cleaner, 
greener, litter-free communi-
ties across our state. 

About Keep Massachu-
setts Beautiful

Keep Massachusetts 
Beautiful is a nonprofit or-
ganization that is taking ac-
tion to make Massachusetts 
a cleaner, greener, place to 
live, work, and play. Learn 
more at www.keepmass-
beautiful.org.

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$1099.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$799.99

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUGE
TOY
DEPARTMENT!

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

1,000’S IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE PICKUP!
DON’T BUY ‘TILL YOU SEE US- 7 DAYS A WEEK!

SCARY-GOOD DEALS!

Students and Rotarians completed footwear drive
Tantasqua Regional High 

School collected 549 pairs of 
footwear during the October 
drive in partnership with the 
Rotary Club of the Brook-
fields and Planet Aid.

Students and Rotarians 
completed footwear drive

The students of Tanta-
squa Regional High School 
and Quaboag Regional High 
School once again showed 
their amazing spirit, helping 
their world by participating 
in an “Environmental Proj-
ect,” partnering with the Ro-
tary Club of the Brookfields 
and Planet Aid (a nonprofit 
organization that has col-
lected 70 million pounds of 
textiles in 2024 alone). 

The project was a new 
and used Sneakers/Foot-

wear Collection Drive that 
the students ran from Oct. 
14-29. Paige Rosen, the stu-
dent running the project at 

Tantasqua, reported their fi-
nal count on collected foot-
wear was 549 pairs.

Quaboag Regional High 

School reported that they 
had four of the large Planet 
Aid Boxes filled. Quaboag 
High School had placed one 
large Planet Aid box in West 
Brookfield Elementary and 
one in Warren Community 
Elementary School as well 
as two at the High School in 
support of the project.

Planet Aid will take the 
footwear to be refurbished 
and given to people in need 
or recycle those that cannot 
be, into other needed prod-
ucts.

Thank you to everyone 
who donated clothes or 
footwear. Together, the com-
munity can divert tons of 
textiles from landfills, which 
is a win for people and the 
planet.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
H.Rotarian John Gagne, Planet Aid employee Amie Trombly and Rotarian Chris-
tine Gagne stand next to donation bins.

Planet Aid employee Mike, Rotarian Christine Gagne, Tantasqua Regional High 
School student Paige Rosen and H.Rotarian John Gagne, collected donated 
footwear from the high scho
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EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 24-28, 2025.

Thursday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
• Agawam Advertiser News • Country Journal
• The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

Friday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current

Monday, November 24 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
• The Journal Register • Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Tuesday, November 25 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 20, 1 p.m.

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 22-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

New Braintree Craft Fair 
seeks vendors and crafters

NEW BRAINTREE – 
Christmas in New Brain-
tree Craft Fair will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the New 
Braintree Grade School 
and Town Hall. 

The craft fair is being 
sponsored by the Tri-Par-
ish Community Church. 
Eight foot by eight foot 
spaces are still available. 

To reserve, call 443-835-
7530

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Handcrafted stained glass items and jewelry by Bonnie Waterhouse will be 
one of the many items available at the Christmas in New Braintree Craft Fair 
to be held on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Annual Holiday Fair to 
be held on Nov. 22

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church, 
33 West Main St., will host 
its annual Holiday Fair on 
Saturday, Nov. 22 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., featuring 
baked goods, hand knits 
and crafts, jams, fudge, hol-
iday décor and 

Thrift Store.  
Coffee and Donuts will 

be available in the morn-
ing and a lunch of home-
made soups and hotdogs 
will be served from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.

For more information 
you may call Heidi at 978-
989-5736.

White Christmas returns on December 7
WEST BROOK-

FIELD – Please join the 
town of West Brookfield, 
as it kicks off the 33rd An-
nual White Christmas cel-
ebration on Sunday, Dec. 
7 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

There will be fun for 
folks of all ages going on 
throughout the day. 

The West Brookfield 
White Christmas Com-
mittee encourages every-
one to come out and enjoy 
the town’s annual kick-off  
of the holiday season by 
touring the historic town, 
strolling the downtown 
district, exploring lo-
cal businesses and open 
houses, decorating ginger-
bread houses in the Great 
Hall, meeting Santa for a 

quick picture, as well as 
dropping off those let-
ters headed directly to the 
North Pole. 

There will be horse 
drawn carriage rides 
throughout the day as 
well as shopping with 
dozens of vendors set 
up throughout town. A 
puppet show, an elf  hunt 
and ice carvings are sure 
to keep everyone’s spirits 
high. 

There will be plenty 
for the entire family to 
come and enjoy. If you 
are lucky, you may just see 
Father Christmas strolling 
the streets and greeting 
our visitors in town. Stick 
around to close the day 
with our holiday concert 

located in the Great Hall 
of the Town hall to hear 
some lovely voices, cour-
tesy of the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas School Choir.

Members of the West 
Brookfield White Christ-
mas Committee 2025 
are excited to be able to 
share this fun-filled day 
with both residents and 
non-residents alike. This is 
a free event brought to you 
courtesy of local business-
es and town supporters. 

The committee encour-
ages everyone from all 
walks of life to come and 
enjoy the town, and kick 
off the holiday season 
with lots of festive events 
throughout town to inter-
est everyone. 

Maps of town open 
houses and vendors can 
be picked up in various lo-
cal business, by accessing 
the Facebook page (“33rd 
Annual White Christmas 
in West Brookfield”) or by 
emailing: whitechristmas-
wb@gmail.com.

Committee members 
look forward to seeing 
everyone explore West 
Brookfield and all the ex-
citement the holiday sea-
son brings. They remind 
folks to be mindful as the 
health and safety of all 
guests is priority in West 
Brookfield. 

Parking is available 
free throughout town and 
shuttle services are avail-
able outside Gavitt Wire.

TipTop Co-Op takes action to fight hunger
BROOKFIELD – 

With food costs skyrock-
eting and the federal 
government cutting off  
SNAP benefits right be-
fore the holidays, TipTop, 
a food co-op located near 
the Brookfield Common, 
has taken action. 

At the most recent 
board meeting, members 
voted to implement a pro-
gram to support the less 
fortunate. TipTop will al-
low low-income shoppers 
to receive $40 worth of 
produce for $20 once per 
week.

Support for this pro-
gram will come from the 
Sarah Heller Fund for as 
long as it is sustainable. 
Heller ran TipTop Coun-
try Store for 20 years be-
fore she passed away in 
February 2025 and it was 
her hope to see the store’s 
doors stay open as a co-
op.

In addition to taking 
monetary donations for 
the Sarah Heller Fund, 
the co-op is also taking 
food donations for Tan-
tasqua Regional School 
District’s Pages and Packs 

Pantry. This is a collabo-
ration between the Joshua 
Hyde Library of Stur-
bridge and the public 
school district to support 
families in need of nutri-
tious meals. 

Should TipTop shop-
pers purchase non-perish-
able food items for dona-
tion, they will receive 20% 
off their donated purchase 
through the end of 2025.

“We know it’s not 
much but every little bit 
helps during these diffi-
cult times. The store will 
do what we can for the 

community’” said Barba-
ra Marderosian, TipTop 
Co-Op president.

TipTop Co-Op is locat-
ed at 8 Central St. To con-
tact TipTop Co-Op for 
further inquires about this 
program, please email: 
tiptopbrookfield@icloud.
com

To learn more about the 
Double Up Food Bucks 
program and its partners:

https://www.needhelp-
payingbills.com/html/
double_up_food_bucks_
program.html https://
doubleupamerica.org/

Home of the Brave 5K run
returns for 7th year

STURBRIDGE – The 
Sturbridge Special Events 
Committee will host the 
7th annual Home of the 
Brave 5K fun walk/run 
to benefit local veterans 
on Saturday, Nov. 8 from 
8-11 a.m. on the Town 
Common. 

Race entry is $25, with 
a special military price of 
$10 for servicemembers. 

The event will be at-

tended by DJ Ellis Crop-
per and Flutie Star Rea-
gan Bush.

The committee is cur-
rently seeking veteran re-
source vendors, donations 
for raffles, swag, and event 
volunteers. 

For more information 
or to register, visit ww-
w.5KGPT.com. 

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – Jewelry mak-
ers Cassandra Goldwa-
ter and Cathe Palo are 
returning for their 3rd 
Annual Jewelry Show at 
West Brookfield Art & 
Frame Gallery, 10 East 
Main St., with an open-
ing reception on Friday, 

Nov. 7 from 5-7 p.m. 
All are encouraged 

to attend the opening 
reception and meet with 
Goldwater and Palo, 
while also enjoying 
complimentary wine 
and cheese and a wel-
coming sense of com-
munity. 

3rd Annual Jewelry Show 
features local artists

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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ESTATE SALE
SAT. & SUN., NOV. 8 AND 9

9AM.-3PM EACH DAY. 
Located at 

89 SKIVERA LANE
NEW BRAINTREE 

Featuring artwork, Hall Red pottery, collect-
ibles, kitchenware, Fiesta ware, furniture, 
Schwinn bike, books and much more. Rain 
or shine, cash & carry.

FIREWOOD
DRY FIREWOOD: Oak/maple, cut/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.

Edwin Wroblewski Logging 
413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit. 

Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction su-
pervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789, (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
INTERIOR PAINTING - only $249.00 
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates, 
fast, dependable service. 

Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505
 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUTORING
Math Tutor 

Accepting students Gr. Pre-K – 6th 
for individualized math instruction. 

Located near Hampden, 
Wilbraham, East Longmeadow. 
MA Certified $30/per 1/2 hour

413-335-3729

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  RB Enterprises Lud-
low, MA  413 583-8393

CREW LEADER
Sturbridge Department 

of Public Works
The Town of Sturbridge Department of 
Public Works (DPW) is seeking a qualified 
candidate for the position of Crew Lead-
er. This is a full-time role with competitive 
benefits. Starting pay rate of $34.11/hr, with 
yearly step increases.
Key Requirements:
• Valid Class A or B CDL
• Equipment Hydraulic License 2A (re-
quired)
• Equipment Hydraulic Licenses 4G and 4E 
preferred, with the ability to obtain within 6 
months)
• Effective communication skills.
• Two years of supervisory experience in 
the construction field or municipal.
• Proficiency in operating all DPW equip-
ment, including but not limited to: grader, 
loader, roadside mower, excavator, back-
hoe, and street sweeper.
Application Details:
• Application and job description are avail-
able on the Town of Sturbridge website 
under job opportunities https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/your-government/pages/job-op-
portunities
• Interviews will begin on November 4, 
2025, and will continue until the position 
is filled.
Additional Information:
• The DPW operates as a union shop. 
• The Town of Sturbridge is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer (EOE).
For more information, please refer to the 
job description or contact the Sturbridge 
DPW directly at 508-347-2515 or 
dpw@sturbridge.gov.

Job Posting: ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

Town of Sturbridge, MA
The Town of Sturbridge is seeking a dy-
namic, experienced, and highly qualified 
professional for the position of Assistant Di-
rector of Public Works. This is a senior-lev-
el, management position that will support 
the Director of Public Works in overseeing 
the planning, administration, and daily op-
erations of the Public Works Department.
About our community
Sturbridge is a welcoming community 
known for its picturesque landscapes, his-
toric charm, and vibrant local attractions. 
As Assistant DPW Director, you will play a 
crucial role in maintaining and enhancing 
the Town’s infrastructure, ensuring a high 
quality of life for our residents.
Key responsibilities
The Assistant Director will provide a variety 
of engineering and administrative services 
under the guidance of the DPW Director, 
with a primary focus on:
• Conducting plan reviews for subdivisions, 
site plans, roadways, water, sewer, and 
stormwater designs.
• Managing all stormwater permitting ac-
tivities associated with the NPDES MS4 
General Permit.
• Supervising and overseeing the Town’s 
Geographic Information System (GIS).
• Coordinating snow and ice removal ac-
tivities.
• Addressing resident inquiries related to 
town projects, utilities, and permitting.
• Presenting engineering reports to and re-
sponding to inquiries from town boards and 
committees, including the Planning Board, 
Zoning Board of Appeals, and Conserva-
tion Commission.
Qualifications
• Education and Experience: A bachelor’s 
degree in civil/environmental engineer-
ing or a related field from an accredited 
four-year college or university is required. 
Candidates must have two to five years 
of related public works experience and/or 
training, or an equivalent combination of • 
Technical Knowledge: Knowledge of public 
construction bidding and Massachusetts 
procurement laws is essential.
• Computer Skills: Proficiency in spread-
sheet software, GIS software (such as 
ESRI), and word processing software is 
required.
• Communication Skills: Strong verbal and 
written communication skills are necessary 
to interact effectively with town staff, other 
agencies, and the general public.
• Licenses: Must possess a valid Driver’s 
License.
Benefits
The Town of Sturbridge offers a competitive 
salary and a comprehensive benefits pack-
age that includes:
• Salary up to $100,000 DOQ
• Health Insurance,
• Paid time off and paid holidays
• Retirement Plan
How to apply
Submit a cover letter, resume, and Town 
job application to Frances Wychorski, 
Constituent Liaison in the Town Adminis-
trator’s Office, via email at bosadmin@
sturbridge.gov  or via mail at 308 
Main St, Sturbridge, MA 01566. This 
position will remain open until filled. The 
Town of Sturbridge is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR RENT
WARE:  2BR, 2nd Fl. Walk-up, Walk to 
BigY/McD, W/D, Off-street Parking, Utilities 
Not Incl., 1st/Last/Security, Avail +- Dec. 1, 
$1,100/mo. 508-277-6044

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT



PAGE 12    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, November 7, 2025

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering Available 

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Chunky Blanket 
 Workshop
November 18th

See Website for More Information

Function 
Space 

 Available

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION-
EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

BLACK NOVEMBER!!
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

EVERCRISPEVERCRISP
CORTLANDCORTLAND

CIDER DONUTS

HONEYCRISP & MACOUNHONEYCRISP & MACOUN
30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!

Three Great 
2026 Norwegian Cruises

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

   

    
POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

13 Juniper Hill Rd.
Ware, MA
$559,900

67 East Main St. 
West Brookfield, MA

$475,000

OPEN HOUSE
SAT. NOV. 8TH
11:00-12:30pm

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com
OPEN HOUSE

SUN. NOV. 9TH
11:00-2:30pm

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Absolutely gorgeous manufactured 
home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 

55+ community. 3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths, kitchen loaded with cherry 

cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast 
nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated 

room with gas fireplace (stove) on 
thermostat. TONS of improvements - 

windows, furnace, hot water heater and 
central air done in 2023, new side deck 

with composite wood, newer flooring 
throughout. Generac generator 2018, 
Master bath has double vanity, huge 

linen closet and skylight, oversized living 
room with vaulted ceilings and tons of 

natural lighting. Storage shed with new 
roof and electric, patio sitting area out 

back with room for small garden. Lots of 
beautiful mature plants and flowers.

18 Fox Run, Brookfield
$295,000

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $295,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off 
the kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back 
deck and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee of $675 per 
month which includes water, sewage, rubbish removal, 
and taxes. All exterior and interior doorways are 36” wide. 
Asking $225,000. See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $144,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE


