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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Haston Free Public Li-
brary hosted its 2nd annual 
Haunted House – providing 
thrills and chills for patrons 
of all ages.

Held on Oct. 23, the 
Haunted House featured 
a “scare” floor on the bot-
tom level, where those brave 
enough to enter, followed a 
tour guide through the dark-

ness to encounter many scary 
sights.

On the main floor, library 
patrons could enjoy snacks, a 
photo booth with props and 
take chances on raffle items.  
The Priestess 7776 offered 
tarot card readings as well.

Upstairs in the Children’s 
Library,  patrons were able to 
make Halloween crafts and 
paint pumpkins, as well as 

play some festive games.
All proceeds from the 

Haunted House benefited 
the Friends of the Haston 
Free Public Library. 

The Friends of the Haston 
Free Public Library is a non-
profit organization that was 
formed in 1991 to stimulate 
the interest of the communi-
ty in the services and needs of 
the library, to enrich the cul-

tural life of the community 
and to provide a program of 
assistance through volunteer 
help and fundraising that en-
ables the library to keep pace 
with the growth of the town.

For more information 
about the Friends or the 
Haston Free Public Library, 
161 North Main St., visit 
northbrookfieldlibrary.org. 

Hazel, age 2, dressed up as 
Sleeping Beauty at the 2nd an-
nual Haston Haunted House held 
this past Friday evening.

Haunting at the Haston

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
The Priestess 7776 gave tarot card readings to visitors at the Haston Free Public Library. See more photos 
on page 8.

Annual event lights 
up common

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Cultural Council 
held its Pumpkinfest event 
on the common this past 
Saturday.

The event on Oct. 24 be-
gan with face painting by 
Miss Riley, hay rides around 
the common, spooky story 
time with Scoutmaster Jay 
from Troop 238,  as well as 

Pumpkinfest

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

N O R T H 
BROOFKIELD – The first 
phase of the Community 
Heart and Soul project has 
launched in North Brook-
field. 

The program is designed 
to revitalize communities 
and foster engagement 
among every member of the 
community. One of the core 
questions asked is “What do 
you love about your com-
munity?” 

Catherine Ingra-
ham-White is the certified 
coach with the organization 
who is working with North 
Brookfield, and she said the 
three principles of the proj-
ect are to involve everyone, 
focus on what matters most 
and play the long game. 

Susan Orpilla is the proj-
ect leader for North Brook-
field. 

There are dozens of 
Community Heart and 
Soul communities across 
the nation, including some 
in Massachusetts including 
Amherst, Leicester, Pep-

perell and Winchendon. 
The project comes in 

three phases. The first one 
the town is in right now is 
called “imagine,” which usu-
ally takes about two or three 
months. 

In this phase, North 
Brookfield will gather a core 
team of volunteers, set goals 
for the future and build in-
terest among the communi-
ty. This phase is also a time 
where a census of stakehold-
ers in the town takes place, 
including those who live, 
work and play in the com-
munity. 

The team will also seek 
to bring voices to those 
who may not always have 
a chance to show up, ac-
cording to White. The team 
will look at demographics 
like age, geography, gender, 
income, time in the com-
munity, income and race or 
ethnicity. 

The community network 
analysis asks a few questions 
to gauge what organizations 
and people are part of the 
town including whether they 

Community Heart and 
Soul launches project

See PUMPKINFEST  
PAGE 5

See HEART AND SOUL
 PAGE 9

Senate candidates attend forum
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARE –  State Sen. Pe-
ter Durant of the Worcester 
& Hampshire District and 
challenger Shannon Teabo 
participated in a Meet the 
Candidates forum at Ce-
darbrook Village at Ware 
last week. 

The Oct. 21 forum was 
hosted by the Ware Busi-
ness & Civic Association 
and Beyond, Ware Commu-
nity Television and Turley 
Publications.

During the forum, each 
candidate was given the 
opportunity to introduce 
themselves and answer a set 
of questions.

Ballot Question 5 pro-
poses capping the growth 
of state revenues, including 
revenue from the recently 
adopted Fair Share or mil-
lionaire’s tax. What are your 
thoughts and how would you 
work to reduce costs?

Durant said Massachu-
setts has the highest cost of 

living  in the U.S.
“Question 5 actually 

looks to make it a little bit 
easier to get refunds,” he 
said. “I completely support 
this question…I’ve always 
felt that it’s much better 
for us that you spend your 
money, rather than the gov-
ernment.”

Durant said he has ad-
vocated for lower costs for 
expenses, including for util-
ities, and reducing the gas 
tax.

“We’ve advocated for 
money to come back for the 
cities and towns and for the 
state to spend your money 
wisely,” he said. 

Durant said costs need 
to come down for residents 
and the state needs to work 
within a budget, just like 
taxpayers do.

Durant said they will not 
be able to tax themselves 
into prosperity, and the 
focus needs to be on mak-
ing it easier for everyone to 
make a living.

“That’s what we advo-
cate for and that’s what I’m 
always going to push for,” 
Durant said.

Teabo said Question 5 
does include taxes from the 
Fair Share amendment, and 
people who pay more, get 
back more.

“They will be the ones 
that benefit from this and 
now we are losing essential 
revenue that could be pay-
ing for the things that we 
need,” she said.

Teabo said raising tax-
es on certain people won’t 
meet every need, but it is a 
w“step in the right direc-
tion,” and that regressive 

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
State Sen. Peter Durant and Shannon Teabo participated in a Meet 
the Candidates forum on Oct. 21 hosted by the Ware Business & Civ-
ic Association and Beyond, Ware Community Television and Turley 
Publications.

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Ariel, age 10, displayed a pumpkin she decorated for the Brookfield 
Cultural Council’s Pumpkinfest held on Oct. 24.

See CANDIDATES 
PAGE 6

Peter
Durant State Senate

★ ★ ★ ★
PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT PETER DURANT

PROTECTING OUR WALLETS
✓	 Earned	a	perfect	voting	record	of	

protecting	taxpayers	from	tax	increases

✓	 100%	rating	in	standing	up	for	local	small	
businesses

✓	 Fully	funding	our	schools

✓	 Sponsored	legislation	for	Crumbling	
Foundations

SUPPORTING OUR
LOCAL COMMUNITIES

✓ Fighting	for	increases	to	Chapter	70	
Education	Funding	and	Rural	School	Aid

✓ Fighting	for	increases	to	Local	Municipal	
State	Funding

✓ Securing	Budget	Earmarks	for	Local	
Police	and	Fire	Departments

PROTECTING OUR RIGHTS
✓ Supporting	our	sportsman	and	protecting	

their	rights
✓ Support	small	business

GETTING THE 
JOB DONE FOR US
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Saturday, October 31st

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

UPCOMING
Saturday, November 7th

7pm-11pm

A.S.B. Band
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Wednesday, November 25th
7pm-11pm

Loose Knit White

7pm-11pm

CaboodleHalloween 
Party

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Food collaborative Thanksgiving distribution is Nov. 19
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – It was announced 
at the Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting last Tuesday that a 
Thanksgiving food distri-
bution will be held by the 
North Brookfield Commu-
nity Food Collaborative on 
Nov. 19, one week before 
Thanksgiving Day. 

The distribution is set 
to start after 2 p.m. on that 
date.

Karen Farrington, the di-
rector of the volunteer orga-
nization, said the collabora-
tive has been feeding about 
174 people per week for the 
last two years, and many of 
the people being served are 
seniors or families. 

“Food insecurity does 
not discriminate,” Far-
rington said. 

She said the projected 
meals this year is 240, up 
from 220 last year, and they 
will get the turkeys deliv-
ered, but are looking for 
donations for the rest of the 
meal such as stuffing, green 
beans, cranberry sauce and 
instant mashed potatoes. 

The board approved a 
town-wide food drive with 
boxes to be placed at the 
town offices, police station, 
fire station, library, senior 
center and post office. 

The collaborative says 
yes to everyone, Farrington 
said, and serves many neigh-
boring towns because vol-
unteers are “road warriors,” 
and drive out to people in 
need. She said the collabora-
tive is sustained by rescued 
food from all over the state.

Project updates
Executive Assistant 

Mary Beth Kularski gave 
an update on projects hap-
pening around town. The 
Gilbert Street and North 
Main Street paving project 
extending past Ward Street 
should be finished by the 
end of the month. 

Kularski said a Shared 
Streets and Spaces project 
for sidewalk improvements 
on School Street was award-
ed to contractor MEC In-
dustries, and they have to 
complete a retaining wall 
design before the project is 
shovel ready. 

Kularski said a pavement 
management project is be-

ing done with Stantec, and 
it will develop a 10-20 year 
plan on improvement pri-
orities along with identify-
ing funding needs. She said 
fieldwork for this project is 
set to begin in November 
with completion by April of 
next year. 

She said a presentation 
will be done at a Board of 
Selectmen meeting at some 
point in the process.

The board approved a 10 
foot easement for a Lasha-
way substation project be-
ing done by National Grid 
at the request of the Sewer 
Commissioners, who said 
the 20 foot easement would 
restrict the town’s ability to 
use the area. 

Kularski also went over 
a Community Development 
Block Grant project for 
phase two of a  Mt. Pleas-
ant Street project. She said 
the lowest bidder for the 
Request for Proposal was 
M.L. Partlow and Son, but 
their mobilization fee was 
4% when the maximum in 
the RFP was 3%, there were 
unfavorable references and 
there was a lack of similar 
project information. 

The board approved a re-

jection to that bid for those 
reasons, and Kularski said 
she will work with the Cen-
tral Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission for 
next steps. 

The contractor submit-
ted a request for reconsid-
eration saying the mobiliza-
tion cost was an error made 
during preparation of the 
bid, and that it should not 
be indicative of their ability 
to do the work. The compa-
ny also attached comparable 
projects to their response 
letter, stating the original 
information submitted were 
of older projects. 

The contractor also 
wrote that the poor refer-
ences should have been con-
textualized, and the proj-
ects referenced involved the 
same engineering firm. The 
updated references includ-
ed Baron Road improve-
ments in Franklin, work at 
the Duggan Academy in 
Springfield, North Street 
improvements in South-
bridge and work at the Ux-
bridge Housing Authority 
in Uxbridge. 

Financial items
The board approved two 

spending requests from the 
Fire Department, including 
$468 to vendor Firematic 
for a new sensor on the five 
gas meter and $515 to ven-
dor Ballard Diesel to install 
an actuator on Engine 1. 

The board also approved 
a request from the Highway 
Department in the amount 
of $7,800 to vendor Straight 
Line Auto Sales for a snow 
plow on the 2011 F350. 
Highway Superintendent 
Randy Morgan said it got 
destroyed last year, and the 
board approved the request 
with the understanding that 
he would have a conver-
sation with the Town Ac-
countant about potentially 
taking that cost from snow 
and ice. 

The board also approved 
a Chapter 90 reimbursement 
of $90,265, which was from 
phase one of a Complete 
Streets project. 

Administrative items
The meeting minutes of 

Sept. 22 regular and execu-
tive session, Sept. 29 regular 
and executive session and 
Oct. 6 regular meeting were 
approved. 

The board approved a 

class 2 automotive license 
for Stephen Woods for 
a property at 322 North 
Main St., where he plans 
to locate some cars for sale. 
The board also approved a 
10 year Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation 
contract amendment for 
Chapter 90. 

Appointments
The board appointed 

Justin Stearns as a grade 
four driver and laborer at 
the Highway Department 
and Kelly Rockwood to the 
Decorate our Town Com-
mittee. 

Donations
The board accepted three 

donations to the Parks and 
Recreation Department in-
cluding $1,900 from Still 
Harts Inc., $100 from 501 
Disc Golf and a donation 
of 21 cases of candy from 
the North Brookfield Food 
Collaborative. 

The board also accepted 
two donations to the Coun-
cil on Aging including four 
boxes of butternut squash 
from Heaven’s Harvest 
Farm, valued at $160 and 
a $200 donation from Paul 
and Elaine Allen.

New Braintree Library 
lists preschool events

NEW BRAINTREE – 
On Monday, Nov. 9 at 10:30 
a.m. the New Braintree 
Public Library, 45 Memo-
rial Drive, hosts  a CFCE 
MOC coordinated science 
playgroup at the library.

The target age group is 6 
years and under.

The playgroup will visit 
Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm 
across the street from the 
library to explore how trees 
grow. They should dress for 
the weather. 

All are welcome and 

parental supervision is re-
quired.

On Monday, Nov. 23 at 
11:30 a.m. the library holds 
its November monthly pre-
school story hour. There 
will be a story, craft and in-
dependent playtime. All are 
welcome and parental su-
pervision is required.

On Monday, Nov. 23 at 
11:30 a.m. the library holds 
their November monthly 
preschool story hour. There 
will be a story, craft and in-
dependent playtime.

Halloween Happenings
Saturday, Oct. 31

BROOKFIELD
Trick or Treat will be held 

town wide from 5:30-7 p.m., 
followed by a parade from 
the Fire Station to Lewis 
Field where a costume con-
test will be held for anyone 
who wants to join.  Please 
gather at the pavilion for 
judging. The costume con-
test will be followed by a 
bonfire, weather permitting. 

EAST BROOKFIELD
Trick or Treat will be held 

townwide from 5-7 p.m. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD
Trick or Treat will be held 

town wide from 5:30-7:30 

p.m., rain or shine. Trunk 
or Treat will be held at the 
same time on the Common. 

WEST BROOKFIELD
Trick or Treat will be held 

town wide from 5-7 p.m.

STURBRIDGE
Trick or Treat will be held 

town wide from 5-7 p.m. 
Sturbridge Fire Department 
will hold their annual Horri-
ble’s Parade starting behind 
the Town Hall at 7 p.m. 
That will be followed by a 
costume contest with prizes, 
hot chocolate and cookies. 
The Sturbridge Firefighters 
Association is sponsoring 
this event.

Fall Fest Church Bazaar & Bake is Nov. 21
BROOKFIELD – Com-

munity members are in-
vited to shop, browse, and 
enjoy the Fall Fest Church 
Bazaar & Bake Shop on 
Saturday, Nov. 21 from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall at Brookfield 
Congregational Church, 8 
Common St.

Hosted by the church’s 
Helping Hands group, the 
event will feature a variety 
of handmade crafts, sea-
sonal decorations, home-
made baked goods and 
unique gifts-perfect for 

holiday shopping or find-
ing something special for 
your home.

Shoppers can look for-
ward to wreaths, center-
pieces, sewn and crocheted 
items, ornaments, Mason 
jar soup and cookie mixes, 
baked goods, themed gift 
baskets and much more. 
Gift basket themes will in-
clude popcorn and movie 
night, pet lovers, gardening 
and other fun ideas.

The bazaar will also 
offer opportunities for 
local crafters and small 

businesses to showcase 
their products. Six vendor 
spaces are available for 
$35 per table. 

Interested vendors are 
encouraged to contact the 
church office at 508-867-
6262 or email bccucc1857@
gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

The Fall Fest Bazaar 
is a great opportunity to 
connect with the commu-
nity, discover handmade 
treasures, enjoy homemade 
treats, and get a head start 
on holiday shopping.

All proceeds from the 
event will benefit Brook-
field Congregational 
Church’s general fund and 
church repairs.

The entire community 
is warmly invited to attend 
and support this special 
event.

For additional infor-
mation about the event or 
vendor spaces, contact the 
church office at 508-867-
6262, email bccucc1857@
gmail.com, or visit www.
bcc1857.org.

Knights to host spaghetti 
dinner on Nov. 14

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Knights of Columbus 
Council 11080 is sponsor-
ing a Spaghetti Dinner on 
Saturday, Nov. 14 in Dugan 
Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 
10 Milk St.

Take out begins at 5:30 
p.m. and sit down dinner at 
6 p.m. Proceeds from this 
event will benefit local char-
itable needs. 

Dinner includes pasta 
fagioli, garden salad, meat-
balls and sausage, spaghetti 
and sauce, Italian bread, 
dessert, water, soda and cof-

fee. Cost is a $15 donation 
and $10 for children under 
12 years old. 

Admission tickets are 
also good for entry for a 
special door prize. Raffle 
tickets for a 50/50 raffle and 
more will be available.

Advance ticket purchase 
is encouraged and appreci-
ated. Tickets are available 
from any Knight, by calling 
413-813-8100 or by email-
ing wallyconnor122@gmail.
com. Tickets will only be 
available at the door while 
they last.

Jazz pianist Stephen 
Page performs Oct. 30

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of 
West Brookfield, UCC 
announces a series of jazz 
concerts that will be per-
formed in October, De-
cember, and in the spring 
of 2027. 

The first in the series 
will be held on Friday, 
Oct. 30, at 7 p.m. Please 
join the church for this 
rare opportunity to listen 
in depth to jazz piano by 
Stephen Page. 

Page has performed 
up and down the eastern 
seaboard, with top names 

in the jazz world. Expe-
rience the delight of the 
music, the excitement of 
his playing, and songs to 
entertain and inspire you. 

Refreshments will be 
served after the program. 
All of these concerts are 
free of charge, spon-
sored by a grant from the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.

The second concert 
in the series is scheduled 
for Dec. 21. The church is 
wheelchair accessible. 

For more information,  
call the church at 508-
867-7078. 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Wildwood Acres Farm 
& Forest School, 147 Wig-
wam Road, invites fami-
lies to the Enchanted For-
est Winter Faire, a wintery 
Renaissance faire where 
kids take center stage on 
Saturday, Nov. 14 from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Rain date is Sunday, 
Nov. 15. Admission is free 
and food and drink will be 
available.

Wander a forest village 
filled with skilled artisans 
and traditional vendors, 
plus the Kids Medieval 
Makers Market, where 
young merchants sell 
goods they made them-
selves. 

Wandering characters, 
storytellers and perform-
ers bring the woods to life 
throughout the day, and 
King Winter will be hold-
ing court. Children can try 
hands-on crafts and make 
their own magical and me-
dieval treasures, visit the 
Winter Wish House and 
toast s’mores by the fire. 

Costumes are highly en-
couraged. Kings, queens, 
fairies, jesters and every 
kind of  magical creature 
are welcome.

For more information, 
visit https://wwoodacres.
com/events, follow on 
Facebook and Instagram 
or email coop@wwooda-
cres.com

Wildwood Acres to host 
Enchanted Forest
Winter Faire Nov. 14
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lb
$288

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/29/26-11/4/2610/29/26-11/4/26

USDA INSP. ANTONINA’S GLUTEN-FREE

YELLOW CAKE 
w/BUTTERCREAM FROSTING 18 OZ.

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

JONAH CRAB ......................................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BATTERED & BREADED
FLOUNDER FILLET FISH  ................

88¢USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CHICKEN THIGH TRAY PAK ................

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
$699

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
KOREAN MARINATED BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............
USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED
CHICKEN TENDERLOINS .... lb

$369

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or LONDON BROIL

BEEF STRIP LOIN

$744
lb

lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$499

$749
lb

$166USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG .. lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$222

$499
lb

$335

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR OR 

HALFHALF

lb

  
  

Brookfield Lions Club donates 
to police department events

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Brookfield Lions 
Club recently made dona-
tions of $250 each to the 

West Brookfield Police De-
partment for their Hallow-
een and Christmas events. 
The Club also donates 

to departments in North 
Brookfield, East Brook-
field, Brookfield and New 
Braintree.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Shown from left are Sergeant Kendall Perrault, Brookfield Lions Club member Bill Cass, and Chief Na-
than Hagglund. The Brookfield Lions Club recently made donations of $250 each to the West Brookfield 
Police Department for their Halloween and Christmas events. 

SB hears department reports
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Select Board heard depart-
mental reports from the De-
partment of Public Works, 
water and sewer and facili-
ties at a meeting last Mon-
day. 

DPW report
DPW Director Heather 

Blakeley spoke about pri-
vate road plowing during 
her report, saying now is the 
time for residents on those 
roads to start maintaining 
them so they are up to the 
department’s standards of 
safety for plowing. This in-
cludes cutting back branch-
es and overhangs and pick-
ing up things on the road 
like basketball nets. 

Blakeley said the de-
partment is going to work 
to address situations where 
they are virtually plowing 
a private driveway, as there 
are cases where a private 
road splits off  into an area 
leading to just one house. 
She said in concept, the 
department would plow to 
the property line of the first 
house and not go forward. 

Blakeley said mainte-
nance of these roads is im-
portant, because if  a plow 
truck gets damaged, it can 
take up to two weeks for 
parts to come in to repair it. 
Additionally, Blakeley said 
the department has been 
finishing paving projects, 
picking up leaves on town 
property and doing street 
sweeping per stormwater re-
quirements. 

Water/Sewer report
Water and Sewer Super-

intendent Shane Moody 
said the plants are running 
well, and they are work-
ing on projects like clarifier 
painting and a study for the 
technology needed for a new 
plant. 

Moody said he met with 
engineers about a water 
tank project at Stallion Hill 
Road, the Route 20 plant 
project is in motion, a relin-
ing of the sewer on Route 
131 is coming and a Church 
Street tank design is com-
ing. 

Moody said hydrant 
flushing and winterizing 
is continuing along with 

smoke testing at the sewers. 
He said well levels remain 
good. 

Facilities report
Facilities Manager Jer-

emy Jalbert said an HVAC 
warranty at the Senior Cen-
ter has been extended on the 
Mitsubishi side, and the ele-
vator installation went well. 

Jalbert said a new show-
er was installed at the police 
station and it came in 33% 
under budget. 

He said a library deck 
and ramp project has a de-
sign going and an elevator 
project at the library is out 
to bid. 

Other projects starting 
include Center Office floor 
tile installation, automat-
ic doors at the town offices 
and a new fence around the 
HVAC unit at the town of-
fices. He said throughout 
the year, boilers, pressure 
vessels, fire extinguishers 
and sprinklers were inspect-
ed and replaced as need-
ed and there were normal 
plumbing, HVAC and elec-
trical fixes to do. 

Pole hearing
The board held a pole 

hearing for five jointly 
owned poles to be placed 
on Warren Road beginning 
about 700 feet from the cen-
terline of the intersection 
with Brookfield Road and 
heading 1,100 feet west. 

Representatives from 
National Grid said this is a 
reliability project to upgrade 
infrastructure like poles and 
the cables on the poles, and 
there will be 150 feet be-
tween them per new stan-
dards. The board approved 
the poles. 

Timber harvest hearings
The board held two hear-

ings for timber harvests, the 
first on Podunk Road sub-
mitted by Casedei Forestry 
for a property owned by 
Robert Moynagh. 

Chris Casedei from the 
Casedei Forestry said the 
property is an operating 
tree farm under active man-
agement with another for-
ester and this will continue 
that management. He said 
there’s a good network of 
roads, trails and landings on 
the property, and working 
hours will be 7 a.m.-7p.m. 

The board approved the 

plan. 
The second timber har-

vest hearing was for 175 
Arnold Road submitted by 
Hull Forest Products for 
a property owned by the 
Tweedy McDonald family. 

Austin Harmon with 
Hull Forest Products said 
this is a cut to length timber 
harvest for overmature and 
diseased trees to promote 
growth and resilience in the 
future. He said there are 
some intermittent stream 
crossings that will utilize 
corduroy or bridge mats, 
and it has been accepted by 
the Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation. 

Harmon said this is ex-
pected to take one or two 
months. The plan was ap-
proved by the board. 

Town Administrator’s 
report

Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm said she is 
working with the owners 
of Hobbs Brook Plaza to 
discuss their installation of 
speed bumps and extra stop 
signs in the plaza, which was 
not done in accordance with 
their site plan. 

She also said Fire Chief 
John Grasso is in the exec-
utive fire officer program 
now.

Contracts
The board approved 

multiple agreements at the 
Oct. 19 meeting including a 
proposal from 469A Main 
St. trail and bridge bidding 
and construction proposal 
for administration, con-
struction phase services and 
post-construction environ-
mental monitoring in the 
amount of $218,300 with 
Tighe & Bond. 

Several other contracts 
were awarded to Tighe & 
Bond including $158,800 for 
influent screens and screen-
ing room HVAC upgrades 
at the wastewater treatment 
facility, $29,800 for a mixed 
sludge pump study at the 
wastewater facility, $29,600 
for a plant water system 
study at the wastewater fa-
cility and $90,000 for PTU 
#3 painting and rehabilita-
tion at the wastewater plant.

Resignation
The board accepted the 

resignation of Lori Wil-
liams, Assistant Conserva-
tion Agent effective Oct. 23.

Lydia Metcalf earns Eagle Scout rank
STURBRIDGE – Lyd-

ia Metcalf  of Charlton, 
a member of Scouting 
America Troop 163 of 
Sturbridge, has earned the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

She passed her board of 
review on Sept. 25. She is 
the tenth member of the 
troop to become an Ea-
gle Scout since the troop’s 
founding in 2019.

For her Eagle project, 
Metcalf  led the upgrading 
of a trail section at Hodg-
es Village Dam, installing 
rope railings to make the 
trail accessible for the vi-
sually impaired people 
and adding a box with 
3D-printed materials used 
as aids in helping visually 
impaired people under-
stand what they hear and 
experience along the trail.

Metcalf  joined scouts in 
2022 and held various posi-
tions in Troop 163, includ-
ing patrol leader and troop 

guide, and 
also worked 
as a junior 
staff  mem-
ber at Camp 
W a n o c k -
sett in New 
Hampshire. 
She earned 
41 merit 
badges, and 
honors in-
cluding the 
Historic Trails Award and 
the National Outdoor 
Achievement Award for 
Camping,

A recent graduate of 
the Massachusetts Acad-
emy of Math and Science 
at WPI, Metcalf  was the 
co-leader of the school’s 
community service club, 
and CEO of her junior 
year assistive technology 
school project. 

She also volunteered as 
a math tutor and SAT tu-
tor, and as a camp coun-

selor at Starbase, a 
STEM-based acad-
emy, and was an 
intern at the Charl-
ton Public Library.  
Metcalf  current-
ly attends UMass 
Lowell, where she 
is studying engi-
neering and com-
puter science. She 
is passionate about 
STEM and improv-

ing accessibility, and hopes 
to work with robotics to 
design assistive technolo-
gy, as well as to continue 
working with scouts as a 
merit badge counselor.

Troop 163 is a Scout-
ing America troop for girls 
ages 11-17. The troop is 
based in Sturbridge but 
has members across south-
ern Worcester County. 

To learn more about 
scouting or Troop 163, 
email troop163stur-
bridge@gmail.com.

Lydia Metcalf

East Brookfield library lists fall events
EAST BROOKFIELD – 

The East Brookfield Public 
Library will play the mov-
ie “It’s the Great Pump-
kin Charlie Brown” at the 
library, 122 Connie Mack 
Drive, on Thursday, Oct. 29 
starting at 3:30 p.m.

After the movie, children 
in costumes can then Haunt 
the Town Hall.

Thanksgiving Center Piece 
Come to the library to 

make and create your own 
centerpiece Thanksgiving 
Center Piece Display on 
Thursdays, Nov. 5 and 12 at 
3:30 p.m. This project will 
take two weeks to complete; 
you must be able to attend 
both programs. 

All adults are welcome 
to attend. Sign-up at the li-
brary is required.

Movie Time
Stop by the library with 

your lunch and enjoy a 
block buster movie and 
meet new friends. The next 
movie is “The Librarian” on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 1 p.m.

A Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving

The Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving movie will 
be played on Thursday, 
Nov. 19 at 3:30 p.m. A 
Charlie Brown Feast will 
be served.

Trunk or Treat to be held 
on Halloween night

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – North Brookfield 
Parks and Recreation is 
please to announce Trunk 
or Treat will be held on the 
town common, located on 
Grove Street, on Saturday, 
Oct. 31 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

There will be music, 
candy and free hot dogs 
(generously donated by 

Hannaford’s Supermarkets) 
on the common. The Fire 
Department and Police De-
partment will be there to 
ensure safe celebrating.If  
you want to set up a trunk, 
please arrive by 4:45pm. 

 The North Brookfield 
Senior Center, located at 
29 Forest St., will hand out 
free cookies.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Annual postcard show takes place Nov. 7
BARRE – The Cen-

tral Mass. Postcard Club 
and St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church are co-sponsor-
ing the 42nd annual post-
card and ephemera show 
on Saturday, Nov. 7 from 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the 
church at 29 South St.  

This will feature ten 
dealers from four states 
offering for sale old post-
cards of local town scenes 
and numerous topics. 
Admission is $3 and the 
church will offer good 

home-made food for sale 
at lunchtime.

Free appraisals of 
postcards are offered. For 

more information, people 
may email show manager 
J.R. Greene at jrg01331@
webtv.net.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Karen, who reads the 
column, wrote in with this 
question for the Garden 
Lady:  “Should you remove 
all the blossoms from Hy-
drangeas before the snow 
falls?”

What a great question 
and the perfect time to tack-
le it. Here are some post 
bloom tips for the beloved 
hydrangea.

To first answer Karen’s 
question, you can snip off  
the flowers but you don’t 
have to! If  you like a tidy 
look, trim off  the spent 
flowers right below the 
bloom and above the first 
set of healthy leaves.  

You can also choose to 
leave the flowers in place. 
They add a bit of winter in-
terest and some experts say 
that they insulate next year’s 
flower buds. 

While we are thinking 
about next year, continue 
to water your hydrangea 
bushes, especially if  Mother 
Nature is stingy with rain. 
Concentrate your watering 

efforts at the base of the 
plant.

Refreshing bark mulch 
now will also help seal in 
moisture and offer a mea-
sure of winter protection. 
Leave the stems intact 
– don’t cut them 
back to the 
ground even 
though they 
may look 
like rigid 
sticks all 
winter.  

For hy-
drangeas that 
bloom on old 
wood, you 
definitely want to 
keep “old wood” in place.

A long time reader of The 
Register, Frank, asked for 
more recipes from the har-
vest. He said that he didn’t 
try the pickle recipe that I 
published this summer, but 
that it did inspire him to 
make his own long-standing 
recipe. 

That’s great. I am happy 
to inspire.  

So Frank, here is a recipe 
that I just happen to be mak-
ing today, Butternut Squash 
soup, originally shared with 
me by my sister. You don’t 
need to use butternut, 

e i - ther. 

Really any winter squash or 
pumpkin will do!  

Now that my stash is in 
storage it’s time to get cre-
ative and enjoy it, and this 
is one of my favorite rec-
ipes. First we have to cook 
it! Any squash or pumpkin 
can easily be cooked up by 
roasting.  

Don’t go through the 
trouble of peeling and cub-

ing then boiling. Simply cut 
in half, scoop out the seeds 
and bake cut side down in 
an oiled glass pan or on a 
cookie sheet at 375 degrees 
for 45 minutes to an hour.  

A fork should go into 
the non seeded part of 

the squash easily. Once 
cooled, scoop out 

the flesh and it’s 
ready for all sorts 

of seasonal de-
lights.

To make the 
soup, first, sauté 

a chopped onion, one 
stalk of chopped celery 

and one clove of minced 
garlic, a half  teaspoon of 

salt and a teaspoon of finely 
minced rosemary in a cou-
ple of tablespoons of olive 
oil. Let this fragrant mixture 
cook for about 10 minutes, 
until the onions are trans-
parent.  

Once it has cooked, add 
about two pounds of squash 
and 32-ounces of chicken 
broth. I always tend to have 
some broth in the freezer 

from my last chicken dinner.  
If  you purchase broth, go 

for the low salt option or ad-
just the salt in this recipe to 
your taste.

After it comes to a boil, 
simmer for a few minutes 
and then ladle the chunky 
soup into a blender.  You 
will likely have to do this in 
two or three batches.  

Return to the pot or serv-
ing bowl and enjoy! Some 
folks like to garnish with 
parmesan cheese or toast-
ed pumpkin seeds, but I am 
more of a soup drinker, so 
I like it just fine in its plain 
state.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

White-breasted nuthatch
Recently, I watched a 

pair of white-breasted nut-
hatches climbing up and 
down an oak tree in the 
yard.

They have a gray/blue 
back with a white face and 
black cap. They are a small, 
compact bird with a long, 
sharply pointed bill and 
short tail.

Females look similar to 
the males, but have a gray 
cap rather than a black one. 
Both sexes have white bel-
lies and a chestnut colored 
patch on the lower belly 
and near the tail. The head 
is large and they have al-
most no neck.

They are about 5.1 to 5.5 
inches long. White-breasted 
nuthatches are agile birds 
that creep along trunks 
and large branches, prob-
ing into bark furrows with 

their straight, pointed bills. 
Like other nuthatches, 

they often turn sideways 
and upside down on verti-
cal surfaces as they forage. 
A friends mother called 
them “upside down birds” 
for that reason. Unlike 
woodpeckers, they don’t 
lean against their tails.

They inhabit mature 
woods and woodland edg-
es particularly deciduous 
stands like maple, hickory, 
basswoods and oak. They 
also are found in conifer-
ous forests. 

White-breasted nut-
hatches eat mainly insects 
including weevil larvae, 
wood boring beetle larvae, 
other beetles, tree hoppers, 
scale insects, ants, gall fly 
larvae, spiders, caterpillars 
including spongy moth 
(also known as Gypsy 
moth) and  tent caterpillars.

They cache food typical-
ly hiding it under a piece of 
bark, lichen, moss or even 
snow.

They also eat seeds and 
nuts including acorns, haw-
thorn, sunflower seeds and 
sometimes crops such as 
corn. At feeders, they like 
sunflower seeds, peanuts, 
suet and peanut butter. 

White-breasted nut-
hatches are cavity nesters 
and sometimes use nest 
boxes. The female builds  
the nest and lines the nest 
cavity with fur, bark and 
lumps of dirt. 

She builds a cup nest of 
fine grass, shredded bark, 
feathers and other soft ma-
terial. They reuse their nest 
holes in subsequent years. 
The female lays five to nine 
eggs and raise one brood 
per year.

Eastern phoebe
An Oakham couple saw 

an eastern phoebe on Tues-
day, Oct. 13. They were 
surprised the bird was still 
around and had not headed 
south by now. The phoebes, 
which nest every year near 
me, left last month. 

eBird sightings
eBird sighting on Sun-

day, Oct. 18 included a 
Carolina wren and a com-
mon raven in Hardwick 
and a yellow-billed cuckoo 
at Longmeadow flats. Pon-
toosuc Lake in Pittsfield 
had a spotted sandpiper. 

Common raven
Monday, Oct. 19 I heard 

and then saw a common ra-
ven. It frequents the woods 
behind the house. Some-
times I spot it flying, but 
mostly I hear its low, gur-
gling croak.

Dark-eyed juncos
I spotted my first juncos 

on Oct. 10. I saw a small 
flock take flight as I drove 
on a country road in Barre.  
I noticed their white tail 
feathers. 

They are one of my fa-
vorite winter birds. I en-
joy watching them pick 
up seeds dropped by other 
birds at the feeder. They 
also come for suet. 

A few days later, I saw 
two or three in the yard. 
They flew up when I drove 
into the driveway.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

A fall question and a request for the Garden Lady

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
For our rural way of life in changing times

Thoughts on our 
Community Resilience

By Rita-Renee 
Toll-Dubois

Ecological resilience is 
the capacity of an eco-
system to absorb distur-
bances and reorganize 
while undergoing change, 
so the community’s needs 
are well met for the pres-
ent and future genera-
tions. 

The Earth has expe-
rienced multiple mass 
extinctions, severe dis-
turbances due to climate 
change, asteroid impacts, 
vast volcanic eruptions 
and has recovered, pro-
ducing diverse and com-
plex ecosystems. 

What does it mean in 
terms of human commu-
nity resilience? Perhaps 
it, too, is the capacity to 
move forward after a ma-
jor disruption – such as a 
natural or financial disas-
ter; a major global supply 
chain rupture; a major 
war or genocide and eth-
nic cleansing; or a glob-
al or national epidemic/
pandemic. 

People, as a species, 
and as nations, have sur-
vived and recovered, but 
there has been tremen-
dous loss of human life, 
territory, culture, lan-
guage, safety, identity, 
or quality of life. Not 
everyone who survived 
these disasters survived 
healthy, intact and able to 
return to a state of equa-
nimity. 

Does our own com-
munity have the resilience 
and capacity to bounce 
back, to endure, to thrive? 
And if  so, can it adapt 
and respond quickly and 
efficiently? 

This is a relevant ques-
tion given the state of 
the U.S. and the world 
at this moment, with cli-
mate change intensifying 
storms, with our national 
economic picture, health-
care system, even some 
might say, our political 
system, not serving us 
well. 

The capacity of any 
entity to carry on de-
pends in part on its ability 
to adapt to new realities, 

fulfill the tasks of daily/
weekly/yearly existence, 
and the strength, abun-
dance and quality of the 
resources available.  

Is Barre a resilient 
community? To answer 
this question, we have to 
know whether it is able 
financially, socially, gov-
ernmentally, and environ-
mentally to care for all its 
residents and carry out 
effectively and efficient-
ly the tasks that a town 
needs to address. 

Does Barre have the 
necessary resources to 
withstand a natural disas-
ter, a major global supply 
chain rupture, an epi-
demic, a military conflict, 
a governmental, institu-
tional, communications, 
or electrical infrastruc-
ture collapse?

We are a community 
that came together as best 
we could during COVID, 
yet as time wore on there 
were simmering tensions. 
Among the residents we 
have many tools and a lot 
of know-how and experi-
ence fixing things, keep-
ing things going. 

We have a culture of 
neighborliness.

Yet I wonder: do we 
know where the commu-
nity members live who 
are unable to evacuate a 
building by themselves? 
Are we set up to be sure 
they get out safely and 
have what they need to 
live? 

Do we know who is 
willing to share the food 
they grow so others do 
not go without? Will it be 
enough? How and where 
will it be distributed? To 
whom? By whom? 

Do we know how we 
would stay informed 
if  the communications 
and/or electrical systems 
failed, as they did re-
cently in Gary, Indiana, 
where tornados knocked 
out electricity for whole 
neighborhoods for three 
weeks and large trees fell 
on houses, cars as well 
as power lines, making it 

See COMMUNITY 
RESILIENCE  PAGE 5

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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impossible for emergency 
vehicles to reach folks for 
medical assistance. 

Do we know who are 
medical practitioners who 
could care for the wound-
ed in the event that emer-
gency services are not 
available? Are necessary 
medical supplies available? 
Is there back up if  there is 
no fuel available for emer-
gency vehicles?

I think it important to 
accept, if  not at least con-
sider, that there may be 
an emergency so grave, so 
large, so unfamiliar and 
unexpected that the folks 
trained and equipped to 
help will not be able to do 

all that is needed. What 
then? 

I know in Ashville, 
North Carolina, during 
the flood that wiped out so 
much, people had to help 
each other survive. 

Areas that did best had 
folks ready to coordinate 
emergency response, who 
set up a central point for 
the generators, fuel, wa-
ter, and food to be shared. 
They had the communica-
tions equipment. 

Folks knew who to call, 
where to go, what was 
needed and who was in 
need. They assembled the 
volunteers to do the work 
and care for each other and 
the community survived. 

Many of us are ready to 

help yet are not sure what 
to do, where to go, what is 
needed. None of us want 
to remember when shelves 
were empty in the stores. 

No one wants to imag-
ine catastrophes yet we all 
know they happen regard-
less. Let’s get ready so if  
and when our time comes 
to manage a major crisis, 
we are prepared as a com-
munity and can be proud 
we made it through togeth-
er, leaving no one behind. 

There is a Barre Pre-Di-
saster Mitigation Planning 
Committee that met in 
2018. Is it time to reacti-
vate it?  For information or 
suggestions email: Com-
munityResilienceBarre@
gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 
FROM PAGE 4

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. El Dorado High School
  5. A sculpture 

representing a human 
or animal

 11. A type of return
 14. Tie the knot again
 15. Washington city
 18. Hairlike structures
 19. Mark used over a 

vowel
 21. Explosive
 23. Popular 500 car race
 24. Pile up
 28. Currency
 29. Commercial
 30. A minute amount 

(Scottish)
 32. Mass of fish eggs
 33. Baseball stat
 35. Licensed accountant
 36. Japanese classical 

theater
 39. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 41. Blood group
 42. Assist in wrongdoing
 44. Language of Cameroon
 46. Grayish-white
 47. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 49. Microorganism
 52. Strong social customs
 56. Calm and dependable
 58. Congressman
 60. Force
 62. As a result of this 

document
 63. A main branch of 

Islam

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make a mistake
  2. American DJ Rick

  3. Fictional Asimov planet
  4. Coughed out
  5. Singing to one’s lover
  6. Scotland‘s longest river
  7. One of the six noble 

gases
  8. Body art
  9. Two-toed sloth
 10. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 12. A foolish person
 13. Of the wind
 16. Mansion
 17. Sound
 20. English river
 22. Business symbol
 25. Exclamation of 

surprise
 26. Pouch
 27. Individually
 29. Satisfaction
 31. The bill in a restaurant

 34. Japanese delicacy
 36. Port in southern Japan
 37. Double-reed 

instruments
 38. Center
 40. “The Mount Rushmore 

State”
 43. Soldier
 45. Indicates position
 48. Beauty treatment: 

__-pedi
 50. Nonsense (slang)
 51. Republic of Ireland
 53. Ballplayers’ tools
 54. American state
 55. Clusters of a fern frond
 57. Patriotic women’s 

group
 58. A person’s brother or 

sister
 59. Breed of sheep
 61. Of I

games and treats.
A jack-o-lantern contest 

was held for all ages, with 
many unique entries. As the 
sun began to set, the jack-
o-lanterns were lit and they 
illuminated the common.

To end the night, Tim 
Loftus and John Ebersold 
took to the gazebo to per-
form live music. Jack-o-lanterns were lined up by the gazebo.

PUMPKINFEST
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Scoutmaster Jay from Troop 238 gave a high-five to a young child who was ready to hear him tell stories.

Athena, age 7, had her faced 
painted like a princess.

Miss Riley held up a mirror so Elizabeth, age 7, could see her spider 
face paint.

Xena, age 5, gets a pumpkin painted on her face by Miss Riley.

These jack-o-lanterns had a skull and a pirate theme.

Each jack-o-lanterns entered in the contest was unique.

Tim Loftus and John Ebersold performed during Pumpkinfest.
Jack-o-lanterns were lit on the Brookfield com-
mon for Pumpkinfest.

Pumpkinfest
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tax cuts, such as a reduction 
in the income tax, “also los-
es us revenue.”

“I don’t want the ultra 
wealthy to not be paying 
their fair share because they 
should be, they can afford 
it,” Teabo said. 

Teabo said the median in-
come in a town like Ware is 
$58,750 and with the reduc-
tion of income tax, that av-
erage household would have 
a savings of $487 a year. For 
someone making the mini-
mum threshold for the Fair 
Share amendment, they’d be 
saving $10,744 annually.

“Tax cuts don’t benefit 
us as much as people would 
like to think,” Teabo said. 
“Taxing the wealthy does 
work…holding people that 
can afford to give more ac-
countable, helps us. Instead 
of trying to give tax breaks 
that benefit them and not us 
– we should be holding them 
to their fair share so that all 
of us can benefit.”

What programs would you 
support that would provide 
assistance and incentives for 
businesses to stay open, grow, 
and locate in the region?

Teabo said there are a 
lot of programs offered by 
the state that can help small 
businesses, but many small 
businesses owners don’t 
know about them.

“Creating an assistance 
program that facilitates in 
between the legislator and 
the town, so that we can 
have a streamlined permit-
ting process, we can have 
a single access point for all 
the resources and grants and 
programs that business can 
access,” she said.

Teabo said making pub-
lic transportation more ro-
bust will help get people 
into towns that need to grow 
their small business commu-
nity. She said finding reuse 
for vacant buildings is also 
challenging due to the up-
front costs.

“Upfront costs are a huge 
portion of that and a lot of 
small business owners can-
not afford those upfront 
costs,” she said.

Teabo said grants and 
legislative action can help 
fill some of these gaps and 
reduce the upfront costs.

She said the pandemic 
closed a lot of small busi-
nesses, and it has been more 
difficult for new ones to 
open. 

Teabo said there are pro-
grams that help businesses 
upgrade their energy infra-
structure, including refriger-
ation, heating and cooling. 
She said the government 
(mostly on the federal level) 
can invest in more renew-
able and sustainable energy 
sources to reduce fossil fuel 
dependence.

Durant said the com-
monwealth has one of high-
est energy costs in the U.S. 
and it is a “big burden” for 
business owners. He said 
manufacturers have had to 
leave the state because of the 
energy costs.

Other states are offering 
tax breaks to manufacturers.

He said there needs to be 
a partnership between the 
state and businesses.

Durant referenced a part-
nership with the town of 
Templeton to repurpose an 
old school building into an 
apartment complex. He said 
the partnership resulted in 
both affordable and market 
rate apartments in the com-
plex.

He said in addition to 
fostering private/public 
partnerships, the state needs 
to cut regulations.

“In Massachusetts, it 
costs more than $50,000 
additional in regulations to 
build a new house,” Durant 
said. 

Durant said this doesn’t 
impact the wealthy devel-
opers as much as it does the 
smaller family businesses. 
Those extra costs get added 

onto the price of the house, 
which makes it unaffordable 
to homebuyers.

“They can’t afford the 
price that comes with it, so 
they leave the state,” he said. 
“Massachusetts is not com-
petitive and that’s what we 
need to work on.”

Durant said renewable 
energy is a good thing, but 
it won’t solve the state’s 
problems. He said they need 
things like natural gas and 
services that people can rely 
on.

What programs or actions 
would you support to increase 
the region’s labor force?

Durant said it needs to 
be easier to start a business 
in the commonwealth. He 
said there is also a shortage 
of tradespeople, including 
plumbers, carpenters and 
electricians.

“What we need to do is 
increase our vocational ed-
ucation…we’re doing some 
great jobs doing that,” he 
said. 

Durant highlighted some 
of the school districts and 
community colleges that 
provide programs, including 
Mount Wachusett Commu-
nity College’s EV automo-
tive program. This program 
is so successful, that stu-
dents are being offered jobs 
before even completing the 
program.

“It’s about an environ-
ment we create where busi-
nesses can grow, where busi-
nesses can thrive, without 
being punished,” he said.

Durant said they need to 
cut regulations and red tape 
to make that happen.

Teabo agreed that the fo-
cus should be on vocational 
schooling and real-life skill-
sets. She said a college de-
gree is a wonderful path, but 
so is a vocational education.

“Really uplifting our cur-
rent vocational schools and 
adding vocational programs 
to other high schools so that 
you can have an option of 
both,” she said.

Teabo said she has talk-
ed with unions, who are in 
support of a government 
job system (similar to Job 
Corps), where students re-
ceive qualified, ethical train-
ing in trades.

“That provide the train-
ing and the background 
and send these people out 
to get well-paying jobs and 
contribute to our economy,” 
Teabo said. 

Teabo said it is hard to 
open and run a small busi-
ness, and right now, it’s 
the people who don’t have 
enough who are helping the 
other people who don’t have 
enough.

“We’re all struggling…
we’re all struggling to pay 
our utilities and buy gro-
ceries, let alone help a small 
business,” she said.

Teabo said there are 
programs that can help the 
small business labor force 
that many people don’t 
know about, including ac-
cessible childcare.

“Making people aware 
those programs are available 
is a huge step,” she said.

Teabo said having a “one 
stop shop” for business own-
ers on a town’s website can 
help guide them in the right 
direction.

“So that everybody has a 
chance to start a small busi-
ness if  they want to,” she 
said.

What will you do to assure 
that the State’s resources are 
equitably distributed to the 
small towns of Central Mas-
sachusetts?

Teabo said school fund-
ing is one of the priorities 
in her campaign, including 
reforming the Chapter 70 
funding formula. Reform-
ing the watershed PILOT 
program to reflect the actual 
value of the land, is another 
priority. 

She said the region is get-
ting the “short end of the 
stick” in terms of the acre-

age value.
“We have hundreds of 

thousands of acres out here 
that owned by DCR [De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation] that are 
not getting adequately paid 
through this PILOT pro-
gram and it needs to be re-
formed so that these town’s 
can get their money,” Teabo 
said. 

Teabo said the state bud-
get is “our moral compass.”

“We determine what is 
worth funding,” she said. 

Teabo said rural towns al-
ready have an overburdened 
tax base and cannot afford 
overrides. She said the mon-
ey these towns need is in the 
state.

“We need more out here,” 
Teabo said. “I plan to ad-
vocate for our communities 
out here to make sure that 
we get all that we need, and 
the budget is the way to do 
that.”

Durant agreed with Tea-
bo that rural communities 
aren’t getting enough, espe-
cially with Chapter 70 fund-
ing.

He said about seven 
years ago, they looked at the 
Chapter 70 funding formula 
through the Student Oppor-
tunity Act, which resulted in 
the formation of the Rural 
Educational Commission.

“That Commission came 
back and said ‘what we 
need to do is fund our rural 
schools at a level of about 
$60 million a year,’” he said. 
“That was five years ago…
so what have we done? This 
year we put $20 million in…
we put a third of what needs 
to go in there.”

Durant said he and his 
House colleagues filed an 
amendment to the budget 
asking to fund rural schools 
fully at $60 million, but it 
was voted down along party 
lines. 

“It was voted down by 
Democrats who have rural 
communities,” he said. 

Durant said even Demo-
crats who co-sponsored the 
amendment voted against 
it, because that’s what they 
were told to do.

Durant said he is going 
to continue to advocate to 
make sure rural commu-
nities get the funding they 
deserve, including the water-
shed PILOT program. 

What programs would you 
support, create or enhance to 
invest in infrastructure and 
capital needs?

Durant said he supports 
programs that lower barri-
ers to replace aging infra-
structure, and referenced the 
Small Bridge program.

Durant said he has also 
advocated for more Chapter 
90 funding, which is money 
from the state to munici-
palities to repair roads and 
bridges.

“That number has not 
gone up significantly in 
the past 10 years,” he said. 
“We’re going to continue 
that fight.”

Putting money into infra-
structure is the “best return 
on our investment” that the 
state can make with tax dol-
lars.

Teabo said towns such 
as Ware don’t get enough 
Chapter 90 money to make 
repairs to their roadways.

“You can’t repair major 
roadways with $21,000, it’s 
not enough,” she said. 

She said the Chapter 90 
formula needs to be looked 
at.

Teabo talked about elec-
trical infrastructure, and 
said the district is served by 
two for-profit utility com-
panies, Eversource and Na-
tional Grid, and they should 
be held accountable for 
repairing and adding infra-
structure.

“When the priorities are 
profits over people we lose 
sight of what it’s like to care 
for each other,” she said.

Teabo said the Massa-
chusetts Water Resource Au-
thority serves Boston-Metro 

West, which provides water 
to those residents at a much 
lower cost than what people 
pay for water in the Worces-
ter & Hampshire District. 
Despite this, the region is 
tasked with safeguarding 
this water supply with little 
benefit.

“We should be taking 
care of our resources and 
our people out here,” she 
said.

What can the State do 
to maintain or grow health 
care, including primary care, 
mental health services, vision, 
dental and urgent care for 
residents and employees of 
the region’s businesses?

Teabo said the closure of 
Mary Lane Hospital created 
a loss of healthcare services, 
as well as a loss of jobs for 
residents.

“We have closed more 
hospitals and services than 
we’ve opened,” Teabo said. 
“In the 22 cities and towns 
in this district as it encom-
passes, the only hospital we 
have is Heywood in Gard-
ner…you have to travel all 
the way to Worcester to get 
any maternity care and we 
have a significant lack of 
prenatal care, children’s and 
pediatric services, and other 
primary care services.”

Teabo said her town’s 
healthcare clinic just recent-
ly closed, further limiting lo-
cal services.

“My goal would be, not 
to necessarily build new 
hospitals…but the hospitals 
that are still there, making 
sure that we can adequately 
fund those services, reopen-
ing those departments that 
have closed, so that we can 
have access to healthcare in 
our district,” she said.

Teabo said the average 
person in this district travels 
11 miles to reach healthcare 
services, and a lack of public 
transportation creates more 
barriers.

She said urgent cares can 
help provide services, but it 
is “only a Band-Aid.”

Teabo said Medicare for 
All is a fiscally responsible 
way to help get quality, low-
cost healthcare for residents. 

“While we add several 
new smaller taxes to your in-
come taxes, you are reducing 
all out-of-pocket costs, all 
premiums, all copays,” she 
said. “Instead of paying for 
all of that, you have a flat 
rate.”

Durant said healthcare 
in the region is at a pivotal 
point, and he agreed that 
opening an urgent care is 
not a long-term solution. 

Durant said he is working 
with stakeholders to spend 
$160 million from the Rural 
Health care initiative.

“This actually is for 
building-out infrastructure, 
this actually is to put hospi-
tals here…in rural areas,” he 
said.

Durant said talks have 
been had with Heywood 
Hospital in Gardner and 
UMass Medical in Worces-
ter, and they are interested in 
expanding services this way.

He spoke about a pro-
gram UMass has piloted to 
remotely monitor about 70 
patients with chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease. 
The monitors utilize AI to 
track the patients, and find 
problems before they be-

come apparent.
“They can adjust the 

medications and if  they need 
to, they can send out special-
ized paramedics and nurse 
practitioners to go out to 
your home and assist you,” 
he said. 

Durant said UMass was 
interested in bringing some-
thing similar to the region.

“We’re making amazing 
strides here…things are hap-
pening,” he said. 

What would you do to in-
crease housing in the region 
as a means to attract and re-
tain residents?

Durant said lowering the 
fees would make it easier for 
people to build houses in the 
commonwealth. He talk-
ed about the drawbacks of 
relying on electric utilities, 
such as mini-splits, which 
can help with cooling but 
become cost prohibitive for 
heating.

He said propane and nat-
ural gas can be very expen-
sive to add to new construc-
tion.

“Housing is fundamen-
tally a problem of supply 
and demand,” he said. “We 
need to make it easier for 
people to build houses. Pure 
and simple.”

Durant said adding more 
subsidies will not help bridge 
the housing gap problem.

He said while rent vouch-
ers can help people secure 
housing, they also drive up 
the cost of housing.

“If we give ‘free money,’ 
what do we think happens to 
the cost? It goes up,” Durant 
said.

Teabo said Question 7 
allows the building of a sin-
gle family home on a 5,000 
square foot lot. She said she 
is torn about this question, 
and what the consequences 
would be on rural commu-
nities with limited resources 
and infrastructure.

“Addressing the housing 
crisis is not an easy answer,” 
Teabo said. “I’m not sure 
building new houses would 
help either…building mate-
rials are exorbitantly high…
tariffs have thrown all of 
these costs onto the people 
who buy these items, and 
we can’t afford to continue 
building homes.”

Teabo said reusing exist-
ing buildings for housing, 
including old mills, creates 
opportunities and there are 
tax incentives and programs 
for builders.

“But again, easier said 
than done,” she said. “I 
think the housing crisis has 
so much more nuance and 
complications than any of 
us can really fathom and I 
don’t think that there’s a su-
per clear way forward…a lot 
of us can barely afford the 
homes we’re in now.”

Teabo talked about ex-
panding the heating assis-
tance program by raising the 
eligibility threshold and in-
cluding cooling in the sum-
mer months.

What are your thoughts on 
green energy including siting 
and environmental concerns?  
What are the best options for 
locating alternative energy in 
this district?

Teabo said the state needs 
to transition away from 
fossil fuels and other ener-
gy sources that deplete the 

planet’s resources, but she 
said it’s not an easy thing to 
accomplish.

She talked about the town 
of Oakham’s ongoing issue 
with a for-profit million dol-
lar company wanting to put 
a large battery energy stor-
age system in the middle of 
wetlands, and clear-cutting 
forests.

“All against the will of 
the townspeople,” she said. 

Teabo said these batteries 
are being branded as “clean, 
green energy” which they are 
not. She said these batteries 
can work in some places, but 
not a town like Oakham. 

“We need to go forward 
with solutions like, maybe 
getting more off-shore wind 
farms,” she said. “If  we do 
nothing, we’re going to con-
tinue spiraling down this 
climate disaster…we are ex-
periencing the effects of our 
planet warming every day, 
and we need to do some-
thing to mitigate it and that’s 
finding alternative sources.”

Teabo said building pipe-
lines can create jobs, but it 
also does harm to the planet.

“We can’t rely on a finite 
source that we keep mining 
for until it’s gone and our 
planet’s dead,” she said. 

Durant said cities and 
towns should have a right 
to decide what happens on 
their land, and projects such 
as the one in Oakham, are 
a result of the Governor 
“pushing the green agenda.”

Durant said he and state 
Rep. Donnie Berthiaume 
have been helping the town 
fight this project, every step 
of the way. 

“It is the worst possible 
place to put this battery 
storage park,” he said.

Durant said he spent 25 
years in energy conserva-
tion, and he supports green 
energy, but it can’t be “green 
or nothing.”

“We cannot put enough 
solar panels, clear-cut 
farms…and get enough elec-
tricity,” he said.

Durant said renewing nu-
clear power in the common-
wealth will provide clean en-
ergy and help drive down the 
cost of electricity.

“We need this ‘all of the 
above’ approach,” he said.

What is your opinion on 
legislative earmarks?  If  fa-
vorable, how would you prior-
itize earmarks to benefit local 
communities and businesses?

Durant said earmarks 
prioritize public safety and 
infrastructure capital needs 
first, including boilers for 
school buildings, police 
cruisers and more. Durant 
said there isn’t enough mon-
ey to address all of these 
needs each year.

“All these kinds of things 
that are one-time expenses 
that our towns may need,” 
he said.

Teabo said earmarks help 
towns with one-time expens-
es but they are not a “fix-
all.”

She said capital expenses 
should be priority and she 
agreed with Durant about 
the focus of earmarks. 

About the State Election
Polling hours for the 

State Election will be from 
7 a.m.-8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3. 

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

CANDIDATES 
FROM PAGE 1
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Sophia Bochicchio tries to make a play on the backhand.

Warriors fall to B-Town 1-0
BELCHERTOWN – 

Last Friday afternoon, the 
Belchertown field hockey 
team defeated Tantasqua 
Regional 1-0. The lone goal 
of the game came from Joc-
elyn McMahon with Gi-
anna Zenon getting the as-
sist in the second half. The 
two teams battled scoreless 
in the first half. Belchertown 
lifted their record to 9-3-3. 
The Warriors are 8-5-2 and 
will make the state tourna-
ment this year.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
 GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Olivia Fiske makes a kick save. Emille Dart goes after the ball.

Dessa Demears is pressured while possessing the ball.

Bryn Carey makes her way up the field.

Liana McCarthy tries to make a steal.

Panthers enter final week undefeated
BARRE – Last Tuesday, 

the Quabbin Regional High 
School girls soccer team de-
feated Clinton 5-2. Two days 
later, the Panthers scored an 
8-2 win over Ayer Shirley, 
also at home. The Panthers 
are 13-0-1 and have yet to 
suffer a loss in 2026. The 
Panthers have three more 
games scheduled in the regu-
lar season before starting the 
state tournament. Up next, 
the Panthers face Monty 
Tech on Thursday, Oct. 29 
at 6 p.m. on the road.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
JEFFREY HAYNES

Saylor Bissonnette elevates to 
win control of the ball.

Larrah Gagne looks around the 
defender for her options.

Maya Putnam jumps up to 
redirect the ball.

Saylor Bissonnette powers home a scoring 
shot.Allie Lipiec heads the ball upfield.

Ellery Sylvia wins her one-on-one bat-
tle.

PALMER – Last Mon-
day afternoon, the Path-
finder Tech girls soccer team 
had a 0-0 tie against Smith 
Academy and are 7-2-2 for 
the regular season. Path-
finder did not qualify for the 
Western Mass. Tournament, 
but will make the state tour-
nament this year. The girls 
will have nonplayoff match-
ups against Hampden Char-
ter, Cape Cod Tech, and Mt. 
Everett to close out month 
before facing an opponent 
in the state tournament.

Pioneers fight 
to scoreless 
draw

Aubrey Ortiz 
goes after a 
loose ball.

Josephine Boyko tries to make a 
stop on defense. The Pioneers face Athol last Monday afternoon.

Whisper Wagher fights with an opponent for the 
ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Amber Roman tries to clear the ball away.
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- public notices -
NOTICE OF 

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by DAN-
IEL F. LEAHY to COUNTRY 
BANK FOR SAVINGS, dated 
July 1, 2005 and recorded with 
the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 36723, Page 
29, of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m., 
on the 3rd day of December, 
2026, on the mortgaged premises 
believed to be known as 14 Ma-
ple Street, Brookfield, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, all and 
singular the premises described 
in said Mortgage, to wit: 

“The land in Brookfield, 
Worcester County, Massachu-
setts, being a certain tract or 
parcel of land with the buildings 
thereof situated on School Street, 
now called Maple Street, in the 
center village of said Brookfield 
and bounded and described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at the southwest 
corner thereof by land formerly 
of Charles Collar;

THENCE by said street, 
northerly one hundred one (101) 
feet to land now or formerly of 
Charles Collar;

THENCE easterly parallel 
with the house seventy-three (73) 
feet;

THENCE southeasterly 
eighty-four and one-half (84-1/2) 
feet by land formerly of Thomas 
Vizard;

THENCE southerly one hun-
dred two and one-half (102-1/2) 
feet to stone bound set in the 
ground;

THENCE westerly one hun-
dred seventeen (1117) feet to the 
place of beginning. 

BEING the same premises 
conveyed to us by deed of David 
Long and Patricia Long dated 
June 19, 1978 and recorded with 
the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 16497, Page 
359.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions, 
easements, improvements, cov-
enants, outstanding tax titles, 
municipal or other public taxes, 
assessments, liens or claims in 
the nature of liens, and existing 
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the Mortgage, if any.  Said 
premises will also be sold subject 
to all leases and tenancies having 
priority over said Mortgage, to 
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at 
the time of said auction which 
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said Mortgage, to rights 
or claims in personal property 
installed by tenants or former 

tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited 
to, all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances.  It shall be the 
purchaser’s sole responsibility to 
ascertain all items described in 
this paragraph and no representa-
tions are made concerning com-
pliance with applicable zoning, 
building, sanitary or other state 
and/or municipal regulations.

TERMS OF SALE:  TEN 
THOUSAND AND 00/100 
($10,000.00) DOLLARS will be 
required to be paid in cash, or by 
certified or bank cashier’s check 
by the purchaser at the time and 
place of sale, said deposit to be 
increased to an amount equal to 
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price, within five (5) busi-
ness days of the sale, to be paid 
in cash, or by certified or bank 
cashier’s check by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price 
in connection with the sale shall 
be paid in cash, or by certified 
or bank cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days of the date of 
the sale and the Deed transferred 
contemporaneously therewith.  A 
buyer’s premium equal to five 
percent (5%) of the successful 
bid will be paid by the successful 
bidder and incorporated within 
the purchase price.  The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to 
sign a Memorandum of terms of 
sale containing the above terms at 

the Auction sale.  The purchaser 
will be responsible for all closing 
costs, Massachusetts deed excise 
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or 
adjourned from time to time, if 
necessary, by the attorney for the 
mortgagee at the scheduled time 
and place of sale.  The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error in 
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be 
announced at the sale.

Country Bank for Savings, 
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By:	
/s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein

	 Jonathan C. Sapirstein
SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN, 

P.C.
1500 Main Street, Suite 2504

P.O. Box 15408
Springfield, MA 01115-5408

Tel.:  (413) 827-7500
Its Attorneys

Date:  October 16, 2026
10/30, 11/06, 11/13/2026

The tour guide was ready to bring brave guests to the “scare” floor

Karen Bessette helped families make Halloween crafts during the annual Haston Haunted House.

Bryan Counter and Fiadh, age 15 months, enjoyed Halloween fun at the 
Haston Free Public Library.

Lisa Keay had mini pumpkins ready to be painted

Nancy greeted visitors to the Haston Free Public Library’s annual 
Haunted House.

Haunting at the Haston

During the week of Oct. 
19-26, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 24 build-
ing/property checks, 21 di-
rected/area patrols, seven 
radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, two com-
plaints, one motor vehicle 
investigation, one missing 
person, two suspicious ac-
tivities, one animal call and 
five motor vehicle stops in 
the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Oct. 19
9:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, McEvoy Road, Cita-
tion Issued

8:24 p.m. Complaint, 
Sibley Road, Dispatch 
Handled

Tuesday, Oct. 20
1:17 p.m. Complaint, 

West Road, Officer Han-

dled
8:40 p.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Prouty Road, 
Negative Contact

Wednesday, Oct. 21
4:14 p.m. Soliciting, 

Scott Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

Friday, Oct. 23
6:59 p.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Cemetery Road, 
Unfounded

Sunday, Oct. 25
1:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Worcester 
wRoad, Officer Handled

5:17 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Thompson Road, 
Vehicle Towed

5:47 p.m. Missing Per-
son, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

New Braintree Police Log
- public safety -

Music & Movement at Merrick library
BROOKFIELD – Music 

& Movement with Julie has 
returned to the Merrick Pub-
lic Library, 2 Lincoln St., on 
Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.

Join Julie for songs kids 
know and love. Stretch, move, 

sing, and dance – all while de-
veloping early literacy skills 
through music and rhythm. 

This program is free and no 
registration is required. Rec-
ommended for children ages 0 
to 5.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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- community -
are under-represented, have 
anything unique about them, 
what demographics are part 
of the group, who the group’s 
connection is, where the orga-
nization is found in the com-
munity and how to reach or 
engage them. 

The entire project from 
start to finish usually takes 
about two years, although 
this can vary by town accord-
ing to White. 

After phase one is fin-
ished around the start of the 
new year, the second phase, 
“connect,” will start. In this 
phase, the volunteers will 
gather stories from the res-
idents about the things that 
matter most to them about 
North Brookfield and find 
a common ground between 
the residents. 

This will culminate in 
“heart and soul statements.” 
This phase takes about six to 
eight months. 

The third phase is called 

“plan.” This is where an 
action plan is created and 
goals are prioritized. 

White said this can be 
done by physical polling 
or online votes. This phase 
takes about four to six 
months. 

The final phase is called 
“act,” which is where all of 
these goals are put into a 
comprehensive plan and 
transition North Brookfield 
into a “heart and soul com-
munity.” 

During the kickoff meet-
ing, residents called out 
some overall goals for the 
town, including volunteer 
engagement, spreading the 
positive news of the town, 
connecting organizations 
and events to bring more 
people to them, expand-
ing the music and the arts, 
larger gatherings, expanded 
technology access, support-
ing and promoting local 
business, makerspace pro-
grams, safe walking spaces 
and a town block party type 
of event. 

HEART AND SOUL
FROM PAGE 1 Federated Church Pumpkin Patch open through Oct. 31

STURBRIDGE – The 
Federated Church of 
Sturbridge & Fiskdale, 
8 Maple St., is hosting 
its 9th annual Pumpkin 
Patch through Saturday, 
Oct. 31, with pumpkins, 
seasonal displays and a 
growing schedule of  ac-
tivities for the community.

The Pumpkin Patch 
will be open Friday from 

10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., weather permitting. 
Payment may be made by 
cash, credit card or Ven-
mo.

Proceeds help the Fed-
erated Church support a 
variety of  local missions 
and ministries, including 
Sturbridge Girl Scout and 
Scouting America troops, 

both of  which meet at the 
church, the local Veter-
ans Association and the 
church’s ecumenical work 
with other area congrega-
tions.

A portion of  the pro-
ceeds supports the Na-
vajo Nation in Farming-
ton, New Mexico, where 
Pumpkins USA grows the 
pumpkins and provides 

seasonal and year-round 
employment.

For additional infor-
mation about the Pump-
kin Patch, October activ-
ities or volunteering to 
help with unloading and 
setup, visit sturfed.org, 
call the church office at 
774-304-1021 or email 
churchoff ice@sturfed.
org.

Hardwick Memorial Handbell Choir performs Nov. 7
BARRE – Woods Me-

morial Library, 19 Pleasant 
St., is delighted to welcome 
back the Hardwick Me-
morial Handbell Choir for 
another special musical 
performance on Saturday, 
Nov. 7 at 11 a.m. 

The talented ensemble 
will present a selection of 
musical pieces showcas-

ing the artistry, precision 
and beautiful harmonies 
of handbell ringing. Au-
diences of all ages are in-
vited to enjoy this unique 
and engaging musical ex-
perience.

Following the perfor-
mance, attendees will have 
the opportunity to try ring-
ing the handbells them-

selves under the guidance 
of the choir members. This 
interactive experience of-
fers a rare chance to learn 
about the techniques be-
hind handbell music and 
discover firsthand the skill 
and coordination involved 
in creating its distinctive 
sound.

Whether you are a long-

time music lover or simply 
curious about this unique 
art form, this special pro-
gram promises to be an en-
joyable experience for the 
whole community.

All ages are welcome. 
For additional informa-
tion, people may call the 
library at 978-355-2533, ex-
tension 102.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
LARGE COLLECTION FROM THE 
1950’S to the 1980’s. Everything must be 
sold. Call to see 413-531-6835.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU for answering my 
prayer. PF

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. OIL TANK REMOVAL. 
Cheaper than dumpster fees and we do 
all the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting, 
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions. Call/text 
413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S LAND CLEARING INC.

Clearing and forestry mulching 
for lot clearing, perimeter clearing, 

1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

ISA Certified Arborist & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

MAINE COON KITTENS, 8 weeks-old, 
2 females/1 male. Lovable, playful. First 
shots, ready now. $450. Ask for Claire, 
978-820-1225.

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER 
PUPPIES. AKC Reg. Males and females,  
Great family pets, good with children. First 
vaccination, ready 11/20. Taking deposits, 
413-596-8190

BIDS FOR SNOW REMOVAL
For church and parsonage.

Cleaning around entry ways,  sidewalk and 
handicap ramp required.

Submit interests to 
firstchurchblandford@gmail.com

This is for the First Congregational Church 
of Blandford, 91 Main St., Blandford

SKILLED RELIABLE WORKER for 
Home Improvement. $18 to $35 per 
hour depending on skills. Full or part-time, 
must be local and have reliable transporta-
tion to Belchertown. 

Call/text 
Todd “Hoot the Handyman LLC” 

413-636-9181.

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, 
possess good customer service  skills, 
some cash & items handling skills. 

Apply Email: 
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HOUSE FOR RENT DOWNTOWN 
MONSON. 3bedroom/1bath. No pets. No 
smoking. $1850.00 per month. Call 413-
478-4120 or 413-237-0417

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
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$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON 
BIKE SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

Open: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10am-7pm • Thurs. 10am-8pm • Sat. 9am-7pm • Sun. 12pm-6pm

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday & available online

Contact 
DAN FLYNN 
413-297-5886

dflynn@turley.comFULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48

3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

459 CRONIN RD.
WARREN, MA

$519,900  $519,900  $474,900$474,900

16 COTTAGE ST.
WEST BROOKFIELD, MA 

NEW LISTINGS!!!NEW LISTINGS!!!

Features:
• 3 bedrooms
• 3 baths
• Walkout Basement

• Bathroom located    
   in the lower level
• 2 Car Garage
• Open Floor Plan

Features:
• 4 bedrooms
• 3 baths
• Attached barn
• Possible ADU
• 3 season 
   sun porch
• deck
• garage
• location

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

HONEY CRISPHONEY CRISP
MACOUN AND MACOUN AND 
EVERCRISPEVERCRISP

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NAPA REWARDS
Join NAPA Rewards today for your chance to win 
a CARLYLE TOOLBOX
BUILT TO OUTPERFORM 
& OUTLAST

SCAN 
TO JOIN

No purchase necessary. *20 Tool Boxes 
will be given away. Must be 18+. Join 
NAPA Rewards for a chance to win and 
see official rules.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

NOW AVAILABLE - BROOKFIELD, MA
EXCEPTIONAL custom-built Cape on 9.91 private acres! Built as 
the builder’s own home, this impressive 3,200+ sq. ft. property 
showcases outstanding craftsmanship, elegant architectural details 
and a rare combination of luxury, privacy and versatility! High-end 
eat-in kitchen w/ spacious breakfast area and 2-sided fireplace 
shared with the living room. Elegant arched doorways, French doors 
and custom finishes add character throughout. Formal dining room, 
separate den/music room, bedroom, full bath, and access to the 
attached 1-car garage. 3 more spacious bedrooms upstairs, including expansive primary suite with an enormous 
walk-in closet, private bonus room, and luxurious bath w/ jetted tub and oversized tiled shower. Walkout lower 
level offers potential for an in-law suite, ADU or additional living space with high ceilings, full bath, sliders to the 
rear patio, separate mechanical room and direct access to the 2-car garage. Gorgeous rear deck overlooking 
the private grounds w/ spacious patio below. Detached 2-stall garage with its own driveway, currently used for 
construction business, provides exceptional flexibility for contractors, hobbyists or storage. Owned solar panels, 
propane-fired hydro-air heating w/ owned propane tank, central A/C and generator hookup! Listed at $689,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS



PAGE 12    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com    I   October 30, 2026

Congress needs a big shake-up. And it’s not going to happen if we keep 
re-electing people who’ve been there since the 1980s. There’s no mistaking where 

Nadia Milleron stands on the issues. And if you stand where she stands, make 
your voice heard on Tuesday. Get to your polling place and vote to take your 

government back from the career politicians who have ruined it.

IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES 
TO FOUR OR MORE OF 

THESE QUESTIONS, GET OFF 
YOUR BUTT AND VOTE 
FOR NADIA MILLERON.

NadiaforCongress.com

PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS

Are you sick and tired of health insurance companies 
denying or delaying your treatments and claims

As prices go higher and higher, should your household 
income be free of federal income taxes up to $100,000.00

Do we need to get the millions and millions of corporate 
PAC money out of our political system

Should we invest our tax dollars here in western 
Massachusetts and in solving America’s problems, 
not in endless foreign wars

Do you believe the pursuit of Life, Liberty and Happiness 
applies to all of us, not just the rich elite

Should we cap runaway rent increases, and make 
housing more affordable by banning corporate land 
speculators from buying up our neighborhoods

Do we need more doctors in western Massachusetts 
so you can get appointments and see specialists 
when you need them

Do you support a woman’s right to make her own health 
care decisions

Should we make our medicines here in western 
Massachusetts so we aren’t dependent on foreign 
drug manufacturers and supply lines, as happened 
during COVID shortages

Do you believe there should be term limits in Congress

Do we need to stop our elected officials and their families 
from enriching themselves at taxpayer expense 
while in office

Has Richard Neal been in Congress too long and is he 
unresponsive to people in western Massachusetts

Do you believe both major political parties are broken 
and that we should elect more Independents who aren’t 
under their control

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT


