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Annual run/walk 
event celebrates
15th year

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – 
The East Quabbin Land 
Trust hosted its 15th annu-
al Station Loop Ramble 
this past Sunday – a fami-
ly-friendly event that high-
lights the beauty of the 
Mass Central Rail Trail.

More than 75 partici-
pants took to the trails to 

compete in the 5 Mile Clas-
sic or the 5K Run/Walk. 
Prior to these events, about 
a dozen younger runners 
competed in a 200-foot dash 
and a quarter-mile run.

The top male and fe-
male finishers for the 5 
Mile Classic were Nathan-
iel Henshaw with a time of 
29:59 and Abigayle Gou-
dreau with a time of 39:26. 
The top male and female 
finishers in the 5K were sib-
lings Walker Larson (19:10) 
and Hazel Larson (26:06).

Runners and walkers in the 
5K race waved to the camera 

before starting the event.

SB awards 
water 
services 
contract
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Select Board met last 
Wednesday where a wa-
ter services contract was 
awarded for East National 
Company, which is a pri-
vate company providing wa-
ter services to the Town of 
Brookfield. 

Town Administrator 
Ryan Egan said Rebecca 
Roughley and Water Super-
intendent took the lead, and 
all standard procurement 
standards were followed. 

The contract is in the 
amount of $89,400 annual-
ly, and there is a 5% escala-
tor each year. Egan said this 
is a one-year contract with 
two possible extensions, and 
the only difference between 
them would be the escalated 
amount. 

Line painting
Egan said he has been 

in touch with Roughley 
to try and get Gay Road 
painted before the winter, 
but there were some big-
ger bid packages presented 
to him that would take the 
town through the end of 
the fiscal year, and get more 
roads paved throughout the 
spring. 

Egan said the example 

Young runners took off at the start of the quarter-mile race.

Station Loop Ramble

Board appoints new 
Highway Superintendent
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Select Board continued their 
discussion on appointing a 
Highway Department Su-
perintendent last Tuesday, 
following four candidate in-
terviews on Sept. 30. 

One candidate had 
dropped out since then, so 
the decision was between 
Mark O’Donnell, Thomas 
Degnan and Devin Saun-
ders. The Select Board met 
on Oct. 8, with one member 
absent, and the two board 
members present could not 
reach a decision. 

During the Oct. 13 meet-
ing, Select Board member 
Beth Coughlin said the 
Highway Superintendent 
should have some experi-
ence in a supervisory role. 
She said O’Donnell does not 
have that supervisory role 
as a lead mechanic in West 
Brookfield, but he does have 
the peer leadership, being 
the point person on the site 
of jobs. 

Coughlin said Saunders 
did have that supervisory ex-
perience, which is important 
even in a small department, 
because it affects how hiring 
works for example. She said 
there were painful moments 
in previous iterations of the 
Highway Department be-
cause of the way the super-

intendent either ran the de-
partment or made hires. 

Coughlin also noted 
there are things that need 
to be rebuilt in the Highway 
Department, and met with 
the candidates to discuss 
those concerns. 

One of the concerns she 
had with Saunders was that 
he spoke about getting new 
trucks, which is not some-
thing the town is planning 
on buying, however she not-
ed that he understood the 
importance and value of an 
older fleet. She said O’Don-
nell could be a good fit to 
get through the short-term 
needs, which is the upcom-
ing winter season, and if  the 
decision were being made 
earlier, she’d focus more on 
the long-term needs, like 
managing Chapter 90 funds. 

Coughlin noted that the 
Highway Search Commit-
tee, which was made up of 
experienced personnel from 
previous Highway Depart-
ments, had come to a con-
sensus to choose O’Donnell, 
and Select Board Chair Sar-
ah Campbell said that rec-
ommendation holds weight 
in the decision of the board, 
since they gave the commit-
tee a job to do, and they did.

Coughlin also had con-
cerns about the leadership 
style of Select Board mem-

Volunteers take 
care of historic 
gravestones

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
gravestones in town cem-
eteries are maintained 
thanks to the efforts of 
the Sturbridge Gravestone 
Keepers. 

There are currently six-

nine active volunteers who 
put in time when they can 
to clean debris, lichen, 
moss and other vegetation 
from headstones at the 
North Cemetery and Old 
Burial Ground. The volun-
teers are trained in proper 
techniques and methods 
for cleaning gravestones. 

The group formed in 
2024 with local historian 
and author Walter “Wal-
ly” Hersee serving as the 
instructor on how to prop-
erly clean and maintain the 

headstones. 
At the beginning of this 

objective, the Gravestone 
Keepers saw that many of 
the stones were covered 
in vegetation or black-
ened-out with the inscrip-
tions of the stones difficult 
to read. 

One of the first volun-
teers to join the Sturbridge 
Gravestone Keepers is Ken 
Blodgett and his wife Mar-

Sturbridge Gravestone Keepers

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Standing from left to right are members of the Sturbridge Gravestone Keepers: Amy Gorham, Ken Blodgett, Robin Roberts and Wally Hersee. 

The Sturbridge Gravestone Keep-
ers received a request from a 
member of the Richards family to 
clean their family stone. 
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lb
$222

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/22/26-10/28/2610/22/26-10/28/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
HILL AND VALLEY

ANGEL FOOD CAKE
SUGAR FREE 9 OZ ..........................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SCALLOPS 
ON 1/2 SHELL 2 LB BAG ..................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN COAST TO COAST KITCHEN
HAM & CHEESE OR PEPPORINI PIZZA 

EMPANADAS 8 OZ BOX .......................

74¢USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICK 10 LB ..........

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $999

USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PICNIC
PORK SHOULDER ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ...............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ............. lb

$369

99¢
ea

lb

BEEF SHOULDER ROAST 
or LONDON BROIL

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

$769
lb

$266
lb

$211
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$299

$1198
lb

$188USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........  lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ..

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

  

lb

$299

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR OR 

HALFHALF

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

By Madeleine Boisselle

Over the weekend of Oct. 
2-4, the Quabbin Regional 
High School Hiking Club 
ventured north to Benton, 
New Hampshire, which is 
nestled on the western side 
of the White Mountain re-
gion. 

Fourteen students and 
four chaperones spent two 
nights at the Wildwood 
Campground on the Kanca-
magus Highway. 

While the weather was a 
bit rainy on the first day, the 
students and faculty’s spirits 
remained high, as the group 
was excited to make the 
most of every second within 
the wilderness. After pitch-
ing their tents on Friday, the 
club visited the historic Ba-
sin in nearby Lincoln, which 
featured various waterfalls 
and flumes for all to enjoy. 

On Friday night, the 
club also participated in a 
“Search and Rescue” pre-
sentation hosted by The 
Pemigewasset Valley Search 
and Rescue Team, which 
taught the students valuable 
skills on how to be safe and 
prepared when hiking. 

Thankfully, on Satur-
day the rain ended and the 
group was ready for the 
tough climb ahead of them. 
After about ten miles and 
four hours of hiking, with 
around 3,500 feet of eleva-
tion gain, all 18 members 
of the club successfully 
summited Mt. Moosilauke, 
which stands at 4,802 feet. 

From the summit, the 
views of the fall foliage were 
breathtaking and students 

celebrated their hard work 
by sharing their favorite 
snacks with one another, 
something the club does 
best.

No matter the hike, club 
members always watch out 
for each other, continuous-
ly growing closer together 
every step of the way. This 
kind of experience not only 
teaches students the power 
of perseverance, but also the 
importance of compassion 
when overcoming challeng-
es and leading a fulfilling 
lifestyle. 

To cap off  the day, many 
students enjoyed a dip in 
a cool mountain stream, 
soon followed by a night of 
campfire stories, laughter, 
and gooey s’mores. 

The students would like 
to especially thank faculty 
chaperones, Mr. Haley, Ms. 
Trumbull, Mrs. Frost and 
Mr. Cammuso, who made 

the trip happen, giving them 
an unforgettable opportuni-
ty to spend time in nature 
and connect with one an-
other.

Quabbin Hiking Club climbs Mt. Moosilauke
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Quabbin Regional Hike School Hiking Club and their chaperones pose at the summit of Mount Moosilauke, elevation 4,802 feet.

PHOTO BY CARTER BASSETT
Four hikers head up the Tunnel Brook Trail, surrounded by beautiful 
fall foliage.

PHOTO BY CHRIS HALEY
The group poses for a photo at the Tunnel Brook trailhead at the start of their hike.

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – The Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio 
Club will hold its upcom-
ing membership meeting 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27, at the 
Senior Center at 73 Cen-
tral St. 

Doors open at 6 p.m. 
with the meeting starting 
at 6:30 p.m. All are wel-
come to attend.

The presentation at the 
meeting this month will 
be “Using AI to Design 
a Ham Shack”. The pre-
sentation will be done by 
one of the club members, 
Liam, KC1YRP. 

The summary of his 
presentation will be loca-
tion topography analysis 
to antenna optimization 
to rig recommendations. 
AI can be a great tool to 
assist a new, a novice or an 
experienced ham design 
his or her shack.

Outline: Brief  summa-
ry of AI tools selection 
and AI best practices, site 
topography analysis, an-
tenna recommendations 
and design, gear research 
and selection and shack 
layout and setup

 QVARC warmly wel-
comes area hams and 
anyone curious about am-
ateur radio to reach out 
and get involved. Whether 
you’re a licensed operator, 
a lapsed one looking to get 
back on the air, or simply 
curious what ham radio is 
all about, there’s a place 
for you in the club as it 
heads toward its 40th year.

For more information 
about QVARC, upcoming 
events, or how to get in-
volved, visit www.qvarc.
com or find the club on 
Facebook at Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio 
Club.

Trunk or Treat to be held 
on Halloween night

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – North Brook-
field Parks and Recreation 
is please to announce 
Trunk or Treat will be held 
on the town common, lo-
cated on Grove Street, on 
Saturday, Oct. 31 from 
5:30-7:30 p.m.

There will be music, 
candy and free hot dogs 
(generously donated by 
Hannaford’s Supermar-

kets) on the common. The 
Fire Department and Po-
lice Department will be 
there to ensure safe cele-
brating.

If  you want to set up 
a trunk, please arrive by 
4:45pm. 

 The North Brookfield 
Senior Center, located at 
29 Forest St., will hand 
out free cookies.

QVARC amateur radio club 
meeting set for Oct. 27

Auxiliary hosts Fall Harvest 
Festival and Bake Sale

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – American Le-
gion Auxiliary Unit 41 
will host its annual Fall 
Harvest Festival and Bake 
Sale on Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

The festival will be 
held at American Legion 
Post 41, 163 North Main 
St. (located behind Sub-
way).

Join the auxiliary for 
local vendors and crafters, 
homemade baked goods, 
a white elephant table and 
great raffles. A few tables 
are still available for ven-
dors/crafters.  This event is 
open to the public with no 
admission fee.  

Please contact Andrea 
at adupell@charter.net for 
more information.

Cultural Council hosts
Pumpkinfest on Oct. 24

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil will host Pumpkinfest 
on the common on Satur-
day, Oct. 24 from 4:30-7 
p.m.

The event begins 
with Halloween stories 
by Scoutmaster Jay and 
Troop 238, followed by 
games, hay rides, face 
painting, apple cider and 
apple cider donuts from 
5-7 p.m. 

Pumpkin carving en-
tries are due between 5-6 
p.m. You may enter as 
many pumpkins as you’d 
like.

Judging for the contest 
starts at 6 p.m. 

Age categories for the 
pumpkin carving are un-
der 5, 5-8, 9-12, 13-17 and 
18+. There is also a Peo-
ple’s Choice Award and 
Business Award. 

Children under 5 have a 
painted category.

Music by Tim Loftus 
and John Ebersold will be 
performed from 6-7 p.m.

To enter your pumpkins, 
email lytlej1234@gmail.
com with your name, age, 
phone number, email and 
how many pumpkins you 
are entering. 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Haston Haunted House 
to be held on Oct. 23

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Haston Free 
Public Library, 161 North 
Main St., will host the 
Haston Haunted House 
on Friday, Oct. 23 from 6-8 
p.m.

There will be a child 

friendly floor, scare floor, 
refreshments, tarot read-
ings, raffles and music. 

Suggested donation is 
$5 per person or $10 per 
family. All proceeds benefit 
the Friends of the Haston 
Free Public Library. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com   I  October 23, 2026  PAGE 3

- community -

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

bids were ones that other 
communities had put to-
gether, and he will update 
the scope of work. He not-
ed that there was an article 
at the annual town meeting 
that allocated approximate-
ly $9,000 for the purposes of 
line painting. 

Disposition of property
The board voted to send a 

piece of property at 56 West 
Main St. to an appropriate 
real estate agent or broker to 
be listed for sale. The prop-

erty is a small landlocked 
parcel bordered by 17 West 
Brookfield Road, 54 West 
Main St., 244 East Main St. 
and 240 East Main St. 

Select Board member 
Beth Coughlin said the 
entire parcel is likely wet-
lands. 

Egan said the town is 
operating under the disposi-
tion of foreclosed property 
law, which requires it to be 
sent to a broker or realtor 
within 100 days of the judg-
ment, and if  there are no 
buyers from the listing after 
a certain period of time, it 
can go up for public auc-

tion. 

Appointment
The board appointed 

Daniel Dugan as a transfer 
station monitor. 

Administrative Items
The board signed the 

Nov. 3 state election ballot, 
and Select Board Chair Sar-
ah Campbell gave a remind-
er that it is two pages this 
year. 

Several minutes were ap-
proved including July 22, 
Aug. 4 and 13 and Sept. 9, 
16 and 23. 

BROOKFIELD
 FROM PAGE 1

First Congregational kicks off 
jazz concert series on Oct. 30

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
UCC announces a series of 
jazz concerts that will be 
performed in October, De-
cember, and in the spring of 
2027. 

The first in the series will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 30, at 
7 p.m. Please join the church 
for this rare opportunity to 
listen in depth to jazz piano 
by Stephen Page. 

Page has performed up 
and down the eastern sea-
board, with top names in 
the jazz world. Experience 
the delight of the music, the 
excitement of his playing, 
and songs to entertain and 
inspire you. 

Refreshments will be 
served after the program. 
All of these concerts are 
free of charge, sponsored by 
a grant from the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council.

The second concert in the 

series is scheduled for Dec. 
21. The church is wheelchair 
accessible. 

For more information,  
call the church at 508-867-
7078.

First workshop 
teaches ‘How to 
Make a Fabric 
Origami Butterfly’

BROOKFIELD – 
Grassroots Central Mass., 
a local citizens’ organiza-
tion, announces new quar-
terly workshops focused on 
teaching specific skills, pro-
moting self-sufficiency, and 
building community. 

Each workshop will fea-
ture one skill presented by 
a member of the communi-
ty with the goal of teaching 

that skill to anyone who 
wishes to learn. 

The first topic will be 
“How to Make a Fabric 
Origami Butterfly” and 
will be taught by accom-
plished textile artist and 
seamstress, Sandra Riccio 
Holmes of West Brook-
field. In the workshop, at-
tendees will learn how to 
make a fabric origami but-
terfly that can be worn as a 
pin or used as an appliqué 
on a garment. 

The workshop will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the 
Brookfield Library Barn, 

18 Common St.
“As a maker, I see sew-

ing as a skill set, a creative 
outlet and a place for peace 
of mind,” said Holmes. 
“Sewing is a true passion 
of mine, and I am looking 
forward to sharing this skill 
with my friends and neigh-
bors.”

There is no fee for the 
workshop; however, a do-
nation of $5-10 made di-
rectly to the instructor to 
cover materials is suggest-
ed. Space is limited, so 
pre-registration is recom-
mended by visiting https://
bit.ly/OragamiFabric.

BROOKFIELD – The 
Friends of the Merrick Pub-
lic Library and The Friends 
of Brookfield will present 
“New England’s Hidden 
Landscapes: Acknowledg-
ing and Incorporating Our 
Indigenous Cultures” on 
Saturday, Nov. 14 from 1-3 
p.m. in the sanctuary of the 
Brookfield Congregational 
Church, 8 Common St.

The program is free and 
open to the public. It is the 
latest in the Robert Wilder 
Memorial Presentation se-
ries, begun in 2023.

The program features 
two new films by T.W. (Ted) 
Timreck, a Peabody Award–
winning documentary film-

maker known for his biog-
raphies of Thomas Eakins, 
the sculptor Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens, Frederick 
Law Olmsted (designer of 
New York’s Central Park), 
and the composer Charles 
Ives, among many others, 
including a series of con-
temporary interviews for the 
Kennedy Center. 

Timreck’s films have been 
featured on PBS and other 
networks around the globe. 

In addition to his work in 
biographical films, Timreck 
is known for his anthro-
pological documentaries 
on prehistoric civilizations 
in North America, includ-
ing the widely viewed “The 

Mystery of the Lost Red 
Paint People”, a special on 
the Viking explorations to 
North America produced 
for NOVA, and the cur-
rent series “Hidden Land-
scapes.” 

Timreck has been affiliat-
ed with the Smithsonian for 
more than four decades and 
is a Research Associate of 
its Arctic Studies Center.

The first film, the hour-
long “Acton”, premieres 
in Acton on Tuesday, Nov. 
10 sponsored there by the 
Friends of Pine Hawk. The 
film continues Timreck’s 
“Hidden Landscapes” series 
and highlights new devel-
opments in the discovery of 

Native American ceremoni-
al landscapes in the North-
east. 

Collaborating with ar-
chaeologists and tribal 
representatives, Timreck 
presents multiple lines of ev-
idence for early migrations; 
stone prayers, structures 
and markers; and astronom-
ical and cultural sophistica-
tion, suggesting that New 
England’s Indigenous cul-
tures are far older and more 
complex than popularly be-
lieved. Rather than offering 
definitive conclusions, the 
film points to promising di-
rections for further investi-
gation.

In the second film, the 

20-minute “Crossroads New 
Lebanon”, Timreck, recent-
ly appointed Town Histori-
an of New Lebanon, New 
York, proposes a vision for 
the town’s economic future 
built on its heritage of In-
digenous knowledge and 
culture.

This memorial series 
honors the work and mem-
ory of Robert (Bob) Wilder 
(1933–2015), a Brookfield 
resident, author, historian, 
cartographer, Old Stur-
bridge Village interpreter, 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
and, for 25 years, an aero-
space engineer. “Bob Wild-
er’s dedication to studying 
and teaching history in-

spired many of us to con-
tinue his work. He worried 
history would be forgotten,” 
said Dan Hamilton, actor 
and Emmy-winning direc-
tor, who helps present the 
series. “We hope these pre-
sentations will remind us of 
Brookfield’s place in early 
America, and of its signif-
icance as home to Native 
people who have lived here 
for thousands of years. I 
think the Town of Brook-
field, which is also facing 
questions of how best to 
honor its own Indigenous 
sites and cultures, could 
profit from the examples 
shown in these films.”

Brookfield groups present new films on New England Indigenous cultures

Includes Q&A 
with writer/director 
and legal expert 

NEW BRAINTREE 
– Explore the origin story 
of the American system of 
government at a free public 
screening of the new docu-
mentary film, “The Amer-
ican Constitution”, on 
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2-4 p.m. at 

New Braintree Town Hall, 
20 Memorial Drive.

The film, from 
award-winning filmmaker 
David Garrigus, dramatiz-
es the creation of one of 
history’s most influential 
documents. Using only the 
Framers’ own words drawn 
directly from the historical 
record, an impressive cast 
portrays the impassioned 
debates between figures 
like George Washington, 

James Madison and Benja-
min Franklin.  

Following the screening, 
attendees will have the spe-
cial opportunity to partici-
pate in a live Q&A session 
with the film’s writer and 
director, and a legal expert.

The event is free and 
open to all. For more infor-
mation, visit Constitution-
Movie.com.

Premiere of ‘The American Constitution’ film
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Jazz pianist Stephen Page will perform at the First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, UCC on Friday, Oct. 30 at 7 p.m.

New Braintree Library lists preschool events
NEW BRAINTREE – 

Preschool Story Hour takes 
place Monday, Oct. 26 at 
noon in the New Braintree 
Public Library, 45 Memorial 
Library, 45 Memorial Drive, 
New Braintree.

There will be a story, craft 
and independent playtime. 

On Monday, Nov. 9 at 
10:30 a.m. the New Brain-
tree Public Library hosts  a 
CFCE MOC coordinated 

science playgroup at the 
New Braintree Library. The 
target age group is six years 
and under.

The playgroup will visit 
Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm 
across the street from the 
library to explore how trees 
grow. They should dress for 
the weather. All are welcome 
and parental supervision is 
required.

On Monday, Nov. 23 at 

11:30 a.m. the library holds 
their November monthly 
preschool story hour. There 
will be a story, craft and in-
dependent playtime. All are 
welcome and parental su-
pervision is required.

On Monday, Nov. 23 at 
11:30 a.m. the library holds 
their November monthly 
preschool story hour. There 
will be a story, craft and in-
dependent playtime. 

Grassroots Central Mass to host 
skill sharing workshops

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

East Brookfield library lists fall events
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The East Brookfield 
Public Library will play 
the movie “It’s the Great 
Pumpkin Charlie Brown” 
at the library, 122 Connie 
Mack Drive, on Thursday, 
Oct. 29 starting at 3:30 
p.m.After the movie, chil-
dren in costumes can then 
Haunt the Town Hall.

Thanksgiving Center Piece 
Come to the library to 

make and create your own 
centerpiece Thanksgiv-
ing Center Piece Display 
on Thursdays, Nov. 5 and 
12 at 3:30 p.m. This proj-
ect will take two weeks to 
complete; you must be able 
to attend both programs. 

All adults are welcome 
to attend. Sign-up at the 
library is required.

Movie Time
Stop by the library with 

your lunch and enjoy a 
block buster movie and 
meet new friends. The next 
movie is “The Librarian” 
on Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 1 
p.m.

A Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving

The Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving movie will 
be played on Thursday, 
Nov. 19 at 3:30 p.m. A 
Charlie Brown Feast will 
be served.

Please remember to recycle this newspaper



PAGE 4    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com    I   October 23, 2026
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Letters to the edi-
tor should be 250 
words or less in 

length, and guest col-
umns between 500 and 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also 
include his or her town 
of residence and home 
telephone number. We 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defa-
mation of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 80 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 OR e-mail to poui-
mette@turley.com. Dead-
line for submission is 
Monday at noon for the 
following week’s edition.
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

I finally came inside at 
6:45 p.m. with a flash-
light in hand.  

It was my own fault. I 
started a project much too 
late in the day for the work 
that it entailed.  

You see, we had a frost 
last night. The first one of 
the year, for me, anyway.  

The temperature just hit 
the 32-degree mark, so the 
tips of certain plants were 
hit. Leaves that were under 
the cover of other plants 
looked pretty good.  

I probably could have 
left the gladiolus and dahl-
ias in the ground for a bit 
longer based on the upcom-
ing, warmer forecast, but I 
decided to seize the mo-
ment and get them dug up 
and moved indoors.  

Read on to learn the spe-
cifics of how to overwinter 
these summer loving, ten-
der bulbs.

As mentioned, dig up 
dahlia tubers either just 
prior to or soon after frost 
hits. I typically use a shovel 
or pitchfork, starting a foot 
or so away from the stems.  

Once the soil is loosened 

up a bit, the stem should 
lift up easily with the tubers 
intact.  

Soil should be eased 
off  the tubers with a spray 
of water before placing in 
storage. Leave a small por-
tion of stem attached to 
the tubers – it is a great 
place to adhere a label.  

Once the tubers 
have air-dried for a 
bit, you can even 
write on the tubers 
themselves with a 
permanent marker. 
Take it from me – it is 
easy to forget a name 
over the winter months!  

Placing tubers in damp 
peat moss, saw dust, shred-
ded leaves, or even ventilat-
ed plastic bags will help to 
prevent shriveling.  

Choose a location to 
overwinter your tubers that 
maintain 40-50 degrees 
temps and 90% humidity. 
These conditions will keep 
them dormant and healthy 
until it is time to replant.  

Many people have good 
luck using a cold basement 
or root cellar; small quanti-
ties of tubers can be stored 

in the crisper drawer of 
the refrigerator. Be sure to 
check on your tubers every 
couple of weeks through-
out the offseason. 

Should you see shrivel-
ing, mist them with clean 
water and re-dampen the 
medium in which they were 
placed. If  you see mold, 
bring down the tempera-
ture and humidity level.

Some growers like to get 
a jump-start on the season 
by pre-starting dahlias in-
doors. 

We have done this occa-
sionally at Old Sturbridge 
Village and I am always 
amazed at just how fast 

the plants grow, and how 
quickly they outgrow their 
pots and become leggy. If  
you attempt it, four weeks 
prior to the last spring frost 
would be soon enough. 

Similarly, around the 
time of our first frost glad-

iolus corms should 
be lifted from the 

ground with a 
spading fork or 
shovel. Never 

just yank the 
plant out by 

pulling on the 
stem!  

Once out of the 
ground, cut the stem 

from the corn as close-
ly as possible. Rinse under 
running water and allow to 
dry in a frost-free airy loca-
tion for two-three weeks.  

Check the corms reg-
ularly, and when a corky 
area develops between the 
mother corm and the new 
corm break off  and discard 
the mother. After drying is 
complete, store on trays or 
in mesh bags in a well-ven-
tilated area at temperatures 
between 38 and 58 degrees. 
The lower the temp, the 

better.  
Inspect throughout the 

winter months and throw 
away any corms that begin 
to rot.  

Typically glads are plant-
ed directly in the ground, 
with no pre-starting need-
ed. You can stagger when 
you plant, though, so that 
all of your flowers are not 
borne at once. Plant a few 
every week of June for col-
or throughout the late sum-
mer through frost.

By harvesting your bulbs 
now, you are protecting 
your investment for years 
to come! Only get out there 
and do it before you run 
out of daylight!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 34 years she 
has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The next steps for frost tinged dahlias and glads

To the Editor:

I am so tired of our state-
house doing nothing! We are 
now rated the least effective 
legislature – 50th! – dead 
last, in the nation in terms 
of how many bills are pro-
duced in a legislative session. 

0.25 of over 10,000 bills 
introduced are enacted. 
(https://bit.ly/47WseE9) 
Many of our state senators 
and reps have been re-elect-
ed for years and frankly, I 
think they don’t care. But 
Shannon Teabo certainly 
does!

I have seen young folks 
who want to get involved 
give up because of this slug-
gishness, and it pains me to 
think that our next gener-
ation is withdrawing from 
citizen involvement due to 
discouragement and disillu-
sionment.

We need a state senator 
who is motivated to change 
the shameful inactivity on 
Beacon Hill –

 and that candidate is 
Shannon Teabo! Ms. Tea-
bo is enthusiastic, full of 
energy to help citizens have 
lower cost of living in all the 
ways that matter most right 
now: housing, health care, 
child care, and food. 

She is dedicated and a 
hard worker. She is tena-
cious and impervious to 
bribes or peer pressure. Her 
integrity is unassailable.

Please vote for Teabo for 
state senator, on or before 
Nov. 3 to help our commu-
nity restore a manageable 
cost of living, and to have 
real, dedicated representa-
tion at the statehouse!

Respectfully,
Sherry Zitter

Brookfield 

Resident is fed up with 
statehouse inaction

Ware Republican Town Committee 
endorses 2026 candidates

Members of the Ware 
Republican Town Commit-
tee voted recently to endorse 
several candidates in the up-
coming Nov. 3 election.

The Committee voted to 
endorse incumbent Worces-
ter and Hampshire District 
State Senator Peter Durant, 
R-Spencer, and Peter War-
ren of Monson, a candidate 
for State Representative in 
the 2nd Hampden District.

“Peter Durant has prov-
en himself  time and again 
on Beacon Hill, fighting to 
lower taxes and bring fund-
ing to rural communities,” 
said Michael Fountain, 
chairman of the Ware Re-
publican Town Committee. 
“Peter Warren will be a 
voice of reason in Boston, 
looking out for the taxpay-
ers of Massachusetts when 
he is elected.”

The group also endorsed 
John Deaton for U.S. Sen-
ate, noting that Deaton will 
bring change to Washing-
ton fighting for accessible 
and affordable healthcare, 
and responsible energy op-
tions.

Anne Brensley received 
the Committee’s endorse-
ment in her run for Secre-
tary of State. Brensley seeks 
to improve Massachusetts 
by encouraging business 
growth and protecting our 
elections.

For Governor, the group 
endorsed Mike Minogue, 
with the confidence that he 
can help solve many of the 
problems facing Massachu-
setts. They also endorsed 
Shawn Oliver for Lieutenant 
Governor.

“We believe that Mike 
Minogue will consider the 
struggles residents are fac-
ing and help to bring down 
the cost of living, address 
outrageous energy costs and 
bring families back to Mas-
sachusetts,” Fountain said.

Also receiving endorse-
ments are: State Represen-
tative Todd Smola, State 
Representative Donnie Ber-
thiaume and Elizabeth Di-
onne for Treasurer

“We’re happy to endorse 
these candidates and look 
forward to the upcoming 
election. Our committee 
urges everyone to come out 
to vote Nov. 3 or during 
early voting if  they choose,” 
Fountain said.

The Ware Republican 
Town Committee meets 
monthly at the Weir Riv-
er Social Club, 6 East St., 
Ware. Their meetings are 
posted on their Facebook 
page. New members are al-
ways welcomed.

 
    Ware Republican 

Town Committee
Ware

- opinion -

Did I understand you right - I won’t get 
all my SS benefits immediately?
Dear Rusty: 

I was a little con-
fused with one of 
your past articles. 

This September 
I hit my full retire-
ment age and for ev-
ery month I continue to de-
lay, my SS benefit goes up a 
little more. But reading your 
article sounds like the extra 
benefits are only added at 
the end of the year. 

For example, let’s say 
that at my full retirement 
age in September I get 
$3,524, and in January 2027 
I would get $3,619. 

According to the Ask 
Rusty article I read, if I 
start my benefits in June 
of 2027, I will have earned 
$3,735, but it sounds like I 
would only get $3,619 up un-
til the end of the year, and 
then they would adjust it. 

If this is the case, would 
I get retroactive money back 
for the 6 months I did not 
get the correct amount?

 Signed: Seeking 
Clarification 

 
Dear Seeking: 

Thanks for your inquiry. 
Your understanding of the 
previous Ask Rusty article 
is correct. 

If  you start your benefits 
in June 2027 (10 months 
after your Full Retirement 
Age or your FRA, in Sep-
tember 2026), you will ini-
tially only get the Delayed 
Retirement Credits you 
earned through the end of 
2026. 

The DRCs you earned 
from January 2027 to June 
2027 would not be credited 
until January 2028 and you 
would not get any retroac-
tive benefits for the DRCs 

earned during the January 
– June 2027 timeframe.  

SSA’s reasoning for this 
is somewhat confusing but 
has to do with your ability 
to claim retroactive benefits 
when you claim after reach-
ing your full retirement age. 

When claiming after 
reaching your FRA you 
have the ability to claim 
benefits retroactively for up 
to six months. So, to avoid 
potentially overlapping 
benefit payments, SSA de-
fers applying your current 
year’s DRCs until January 
of the following year. 

Thus, you essentially 
lose the extra 2027 DRC 
money for the remainder 
of 2027. And, FYI, the 
one exception to this rule 
is that when benefits are 
claimed mid-year at age 70, 
all DRCs are immediately 
paid. 

Please understand that 
I’m not endorsing this SSA 
rule; only trying to explain 
how it works and why. Like 
many SSA rules, there 
are nuances to how bene-
fits are paid. And this is a 
classic example. And just 
remember, as attractive as 
taking 6 months of retro-
active benefits may sound, 
it also means your monthly 
amount would be reduced 
by about 4% for the rest of 
your life.  

As you contemplate 
when you should claim 
your Social Security retire-
ment benefits, you should 
always keep in mind your 

anticipated life 
expectancy when 
making that deci-
sion. 

If  you expect to 
live at least to the 
“average” life ex-

pectancy for those in their 
mid-60s (about mid-80s 
for someone your current 
age), then waiting longer 
to claim is usually a better 
long term financial decision 
(even considering the DRC 
issue described above). But 
if  your life expectancy is 
less than “average,” claim-
ing sooner is usually a bet-
ter choice. 

If  you have further ques-
tions about when to claim 
Social Security, please 
contact us at SSadvisor@
amacfoundation.org or 
1-888-750-2622. There is 
never a fee for our adviso-
ry service because we are a 
non-profit organization.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the Associ-
ation Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.        

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com   I  October 23, 2026  PAGE 5

- community -

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs
LOGGING

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

TREE SERVICE

HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

SWIMMING POOLS

108 Main St. (Rt. 32), South Barre
508-882-3913 • 978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

HOME • YARD • GARDEN

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 
413.283.8393

EMAIL: 
dflynn@turley.com

Special Advertising Rates 
for Local Small Businesses 
- Ad Design Included!

Reach local 
households, 
in print 
and online!

HEREHERE
PAINTING

413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

• INTERIOR 
• EXTERIOR 
• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL

Start your interior 
projects today!

www.penningtonpaintingco.net

Professor presents ‘The Rise and Fall of the Second American Republic’
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Pro-
fessor Manisha Sinha gave 
a talk at the Sturbridge 
Historical Society meeting 
about her book “The Rise 
and Fall of the Second 
American Republic,” which 
examines the period from 
about 1870-1900, which was 
a time when black Amer-
icans received many free-
doms and then lost those 
freedoms just as quickly. 

Sinha said the abolition-
ists, including W.E.B Du 
Bois, coined the Civil War 
as the second American rev-
olution. 

Sinha said her thoughts 
on the end of the first re-
public date back to 1860, 

and the election of Abra-
ham Lincoln, when South 
Carolina seceded from the 
United States, as they did 
not approve of a president 
who freed slaves. 

Sinha said her book 
looks at the abolitionist 
project, which was designed 
to end slavery and establish 
equal black citizenship, and 
the reconstruction area was 
a time when those abolition-
ist ideals were being put in 
place. It also looks at the 
unwinding of those achieve-
ments afterwards. 

Sinha said the recon-
struction era birthed a new 
country where people were 
given national citizenship 
regardless of race, includ-
ing four million slaves, but it 
came at the cost of 700,000 
Americans dying in the Civil 

War and hundreds of thou-
sands of Native Americans 
dying in other wars. 

Sinha said at this time 
in history, women were still 
disenfranchised and Asian 
immigrants were being tak-
en out of the country. 

Some of the advances 
Sinha spoke about include 
the emancipation starting 
in 1863 with the proclama-
tion given by Lincoln, but 
also the process as a whole, 
starting with the enslaved 
people working with the 
union states, congress and 
the Union Army, ending 
with the freeing of the last 
slaves on Juneteenth. This 
was followed by the 13th 
amendment which created 
momentum for constitu-
tional change by enacting 
emancipation and the cre-

ation of the Freedman’s bu-
reau, designed to give relief  
to freed slaves and oversee-
ing the transition from slav-
ery to freedom. 

Sinha said at this time, 
black men were given the 
right to vote, along with 
other civil rights laws, and 
integrated governments 
started to form.

The 14th amendment 
also came about at this 
time, according to Sinha, 
which established birth-
right citizenship, which she 
said is still being debated to 
this day. This was also the 
amendment that made one 
unable to run for federal 
office if  they incite an in-
surrection. Sinha said many 
hate groups like the KKK 
were strongly opposed to 
this amendment. 

Sinha said the creation of 
the Department of Justice 
came about too, which was 
originally designed to pro-
tect former slaves. She de-
scribed these achievements 
as the foundations of mod-
ern democracy, and exam-
ined that these rights can be 
won and lost very quickly. 

Sinha spoke of the un-
doing of these laws, where 
states started to rewrite 
constitutions to reinstate 
segregation, which also 
culminated in a 1924 law 
favoring immigrants from 
western and northern Eu-
rope. She said the Wounded 
Knee massacre was one ex-
ample of the end of Native 
sovereignty, and the Span-
ish Cuban American war 
culminated in the U.S. tak-
ing Puerto Rico, Guam and 

the Philippines. Sinha said 
members of the Wilmington 
Light Industry overthrew 
an integrated government 
in North Carolina in an up-
rising, and several congress-
men were assassinated. 

There were also undoings 
on the national level, with 
the supreme court disen-
franchising black men and 
calling civil rights laws un-
constitutional, along with 
the courts deeming residents 
of island territories as not 
having the same protections 
as people in the mainland. 

Sinha is the Draper chair 
of American History at the 
University of Connecticut, 
and formerly taught at the 
University of Massachu-
setts Amherst. 
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RAMBLE
 FROM PAGE 1

Other results are as fol-
lows for the 5 Mile Classic: 
Mike Keleher, 30:45; Rain 
Wilbur, 31:00; Matthew 
Twarog, 31:52; Jeremy Zglo-
bicki, 33:30; Michael Siok, 
34:54; David Larson, 35:55; 
Simon White, 36:22; Brian 
Farmer, 36:32; Audrey Snay, 
43:31; Jonathan Migano-
wicz; 43:46; Nicole Keleher, 
43:39; Jess Howland, 47:00; 
Gus Block, 47:19; Kristen 
Farmer, 49:24; Tess Davis, 
51:14; Mike Berrin, 51:41; 
Michelle Sheperd, 52:24; 
and Kevin Loggie, 53:40. 

For the 5K Run/Walk, 
results include: Robbie Ros-
tami, 19:17; Lincoln Brown, 
22:17; Connor Snay, 22:18; 

Trey Doane, 23:28; Parker 
Bottomley, 25:32; Andrew 
Twarog, 25:41; Pat Lizak, 
25:49; Calia Rich, 26:43; 
Clara Campbell, 26:55; 
David Maher, 27:06; Bria 
Duncan, 27:10; Erik Dun-
can, 27:11; Ryan Bottom-
ley, 27:12; Clayton Larson, 
27:14; Timothy Rodier, 
27:36; Joao Coleta, 27:45; 
Patrick Bressette, 27:45; 
James Prestia, 28:33; Elis-
abeth Bottomley, 30:17; 
Freddie Ryser, 30:55; Elise 
Rodier, 30:58; George 
Campbell, 31:12; Carolyn 
Bressette; 31:14; Aaron 
Graves, 31:28; Brian Savilo-
nis, 31:38; Mason Garwood, 
32:45; Leah Larson, 32:59; 
Lynne Feldman, 35:56; Mo-
rin Hanson, 36:13; Thom-
as Garwood, 36:33; Locke 

Glissmeger, 36:39; Florian 
Lavergne-Moore, 37:07; 
Stuart Beckley, 41:38; Katie 
Benedetti, 43:17; Ann Neu-
burg, 44:01; Kerrie Callah-
an, 44:11; Meghan Rodier, 
48:51; Leslie Homzie, 50:30; 
Robert Wilbur, 52:52; Lau-
rel Wilbur, 52:56; Lauren 
Monroe, 54:00; Nathan 
Hamp, 55:33; Doris Farm-
er, 56:41; William Mitchell, 
57:29; Bret Burdulis, 57:29; 
Jane Campbell, 58:01; Sar-
ah Campbell, 58:02; The-
resa Vu, 58:20; Sharon 
Hanson, 59:19; and Sheila 
Malie, 59:19.

For more information 
about the Station Loop 
Ramble or the East Quab-
bin Land Trust, visit eqlt.
org or follow on Facebook 
and Instagram. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Thomas Garwood and Calia Rich took off to compete in the 5K race at 
the East Quabbin Land Trust’s 15th annual Station Loop Ramble held this 
past Sunday. Garwood finished with a time of 36:33 and Rich

Runners completing the 5 Mile Classic prepared to turn up West Road.

Pat Lizak completed the 5K race 
with a time of 25:49.Walker Larson was the first run-

ner in for the 5K race, with a time 
of 19:10.

James Prestia completed the 5K 
race with a time of 28:3

5K participants smiled as they walked down the Mass Central Rail Trail.

Carolyn Bressette was the first female finisher in her age category 
with a time of 31:14.

Sheila Malie and Sharon Hanson competed as walkers in the 5K race.

David Maher finished the 5K race 
with a time of 27:06.

Andrew Twarog finished the 5K 
race with a time of 25:41.

Elisabeth Bottomley gave a 
thumbs-up as she neared the fin-
ish line. Bottomley completed the 
5K with a time of 30:17.

Brian Savilonis was the first male 
finisher in his age category with 
a time of 31:38.

Station Loop Ramble
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East Quabbin Land Trust 
Executive Director Cynthia 

Henshaw announced the 
winners of each race.

Kevin Loggie completed the 5 
Mile Classic with a time of 53:40.

Hazel Larson was the first female 
finisher overall for the 5K race, 
with a time of 26:06.

Mason Garwood completed the 
5K race with a time of 32:45.

Jerry Reilly was the “sweeper” 
for the 5 Mile Classic.

Michelle Sheperd finished the 5 
Mile Classic with a time of 52:24.

Station Loop RambleStation Loop Ramble
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE – It had been 
six years since the Quabbin 
boys’ varsity soccer team 
last celebrated a victory 
over Mid-Wach D rival 
Gardner.

After the first meeting 
of the 2026 regular sea-
son ended in a 1-1 
draw, the Panthers 
scored twice in the 
final 10 minutes of 
regulation to earn 
a 3-1 victory 
against the 
Wi l d c at s 
in last 
Thurs-
d ay ’s 
c o n -
test at 
Alum-
ni Field. 

“We ha-
ven’t beaten 
Gardner since 
I’ve been 
playing for 
the varsity soc-
cer team,” said 
Quabbin senior 
Jacoby Dilling. “I 
also play basket-
ball and we haven’t 
beaten them in that 
sport either during 
the past couple of 
years. It just feels very 
good to finally get a win 
against them.”

Dilling is one of the 

Panthers captains, 
along with junior 
goalie Silas Stukuis 
Barrieau, senior 
Logan Bruley, and 
Owen Twarog, 
who’s sidelined 
with an inju-
ry. The other 
Quabbin se-
nior is Nate 
Cruz.

The sec-
ond meeting 
of the regu-

lar season be-
tween the two 

rivals was a very 
intense battle for 
the entire 80 min-

utes.
Gardner head coach 

Dan Forte, who also serves 
as the Wildcats athletic di-
rector, opted not to have 
his players take part in the 
traditional postgame hand-
shake line.

“The two games that 
we played against Gardner 
were very physical,” said 
Quabbin head coach Bill 
Crowther. “Both teams 
were hyped up at the end of 
tonight’s game, and I think 
not having the postgame 
handshakes was a good de-
cision. I didn’t want to see 
something bad happen.”

The last time that the 

Panthers (8-2-2, 5-1-
1) defeated the Wild-
cats (5-4-3, 1-4-3) on 
the soccer pitch was 
during the 2020 season.

Two days earlier, the 
Panthers clinched a berth 
in the Division 3 state tour-
nament with a 6-1 victory 
over Worcester Tech in a 
non-league home match. 
The last time that Quabbin 
qualified for the postsea-
son tournament was in 
2019 with an 8-8-1 overall 
record.

If  the Panthers can win 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE – The current 
members of  the Quabbin 
girls’ varsity soccer team are 
trying to accomplish some-
thing this fall that has nev-
er been achieved since the 
regional high school first 
opened its doors in the late 
1960s.

The Lady Panthers had 
an 11-0-1 overall record 
following a 5-2 victory over 

Mid-Wach D rival 
G a r d -

ner at 
Alum-

ni Field, last Thursday 
night.

“These girls have learned 
how to win games during 
the past several years,” said 
Quabbin head coach John 
Gillis. “Gardner tested us 
in tonight’s game, but we 
kept battling back the entire 
game.”

After settling for a 3-3 
tie at North Middlesex 
in the season opener, the 
Lady Panthers rattled off  
11 consecutive victories and 
remained unbeaten with a 
flawless 9-0 mark in league 
play.

Their 11 victories are 
tied for the fourth-most in 
program history, matching 
the total posted by the 2018 
squad, which finished 11-
4-5. The 2019 squad went 
12-5-2, while the 1992 team 
finished 13-4-1 and the 1995 
team set the program’s sin-
gle season wins record with 
a 15-4 mark. No Quabbin 
girls’ soccer team has ever 
finished the regular season 
without a loss.

“We were in Mid-Wach 
C when I was a freshman 
and we played a lot more 
difficult games,” said Quab-
bin senior captain Grace 
VanOudenhove. “I never 

thought we wouldn’t 

Late goals lift Panthers to win Quabbin girls 
remain undefeated

PANTHERS
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PALMER – The Path-
finder Tech boys soccer team 
defeated Ware 7-1, and the 
Pioneers are now headed for 
the state tournament with 
a 9-4-1 record. Cayden 
Bousquet had a hat trick 
and Owen Pear added 
two goals for the Pioneers. 
Pathfinder had one final game 
this week against Southwick 
before learning if it makes the 
Western Mass. tournament.

Pioneers 
secure 
tourney 
berth

SPRINGFIELD – Last 
week, Pathfinder Tech girls 
soccer picked up two more 
wins, defeating Putanm Voke 
and Sizer of Central Mass. 
The offense scored 14 goals 
in the two games, started by 
a pair of goals in 30 seconds 

to help get Pathfinder going 
against Putnam. That 
would lead to a 9-1 win 
over Beavers, followed 
by a 5-0 shutout of 
Sizer. The Pioneers 
are now 5-2-1 on the 
regular season.

Pioneers offense rolls 
to pair of winsElijah Hodge 

takes the goal kick.

Mason Ostrout tries to overcome pressure from an 
opponent.

Brodey Williams turns to play the ball.Owen Marion prepares to receive a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Mason Kilham makes a play on defense.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JEFFREY HAYNES
Above, Goalie Silas Stukuls Barrieau makes a diving effort to block a penalty shot. Left, 

Jacoby Dilling leaps between defenders as the Panthers try to set up a score.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
JEFFREY HAYNES

Aviendha O’Neill secures 
the ball with a catch.

Gwen Ruis tries to steal the ball.

Callie Hawk tries to makes a pass ahead of a defender.

Abigail Carmody 
makes a play on 
defense and heads 
up the field.

Evelyn Wood makes a pass to her left. Josephine Boyko heads up the field.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Frivolousness
 16. Military arm
 17. “Westworld” actor Harris
 18. Persian Gulf port city
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Raincoats
 27. Lower the light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or more
 30. Lack of difficulty
 31. A public announcement of 

a proposed marriage
 33. Reduces in size
 34. Make an impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river

 40. Prehistoric people
 43. Messenger ribonucleic 

acid
 44. “Layla” singer Clapton
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English dictionary 

(abbr.)
 50. “Top Gun: Maverick” actor 

Powell
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Larry and Curly’s pal
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Masses of fish eggs
 64. Passerine birds
 65. Arrange systematically
CLUES DOWN
  1. Colorless part of blood

  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photog’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But __”
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang: country singer
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Antelopes
 13. One quintillion bytes
 14. Japanese lute
 15. A type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. Dorm official
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. __ route
 30. Upper body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action committee

 34. Edible nuts
 35. Front part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Geological time
 38. Of I
 40. Northern Utah city
 41. They work in the trenches
 42. Hammer is one
 44. Tall deciduous tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Provokes
 51. Home of the NCAA’s Flyers
 52. Sodium
 54. Large fish of the mackerel 

family
 55. Not one
 57. __ and behold
 61. Atomic #21
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

two more games this fall, 
they’ll reach double dig-
its in victories for the first 
time since finishing the 2005 
campaign with 11-5-2 over-
all record.

The first 30 minutes of 
last Thursday’s home match 
was scoreless.

Gardner broke the ice 
during the 33rd minute 
when freshman  Anthony 
Berry fired a shot into the 
left corner of the net for an 
unassisted goal. 

The Panthers tied the 
score five minutes later fol-
lowing a corner kick goal.

“We probably would’ve 
given up last year after fall-
ing behind 1-0,” Crowther 
said. “It’s been a different 
vibe so far this far this year, 
as we’ve been able to battle 
back after falling behind.” 

Dilling sent the ball into 
the box from the left corner. 
Then sophomore Bobby To-
bin flickered a header into 
the back of the net. 

Tobin didn’t score any 
goals in the Panthers first 
ten games before scor-
ing twice in the home win 
against Worcester Tech.

Dilling, who’s one of the 
leading goal scorers in Cen-
tral Mass., had several shots 
on goal during the first 30 
minutes of the second half. 
Sophomore Joe Cook and 
junior Matt Labrousse also 
had shots on goal for the 
home team.

Cook’s mother, Jaime, 
is one of the Panthers as-
sistant coaches, along with 
Jesse Twarog, and Jeremey 
Rivard, who’s the junior 

varsity coach.
Jamie Cook is currently 

the all-time leading scor-
er (57 goals, 23 assists, 80 
points) for the girls’ soccer 
team. Her record will most-
ly be broken during the next 
couple of years.

The Panthers took the 
lead for the first time during 
the 73rd minute when 
Labrousse delivered a pass 
to Dilling, who put a left 
footed shot into the net.

“Matt and I made eye 
contact on that play,” Dil-
ling said. “He delivered a 
nice pass to me, and I was 
able to put it away. It was 
probably my best goal so far 
this year.”

With less than two min-
utes remaining in regulation 
Gardner had the opportuni-
ty to tie the score on a cor-
ner kicker.

Forte had all eleven 
players standing in the box 
on the play. After Barrieau 
made the save, he launched 
a long pass to Dilling who 
streaked down the middle 
of the field before putting a 
shot into the empty net for 
an insurance goal.

“I just used my speed 
on that goal,” Dilling said. 
“I knew we would win the 
game at that point. It has 
been a lot of fun playing for 
this soccer team. We’re also 
looking forward to play-
ing in the Division 3 state 
tournament, which is a very 
good way to end my high 
school soccer career.”

It was the final meeting 
of the regular season be-
tween the two squads, as the 
Wildcats are trying to clinch 
a berth in the Division 4 
state tournament. 

PANTHERS
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have a loss at this point of 
the season. We’re hoping to 
go a little bit farther in this 
year’s state tournament and 
we’re also hoping to win the 
league title.

A year ago, Quabbin en-
tered the Division 3 state 
tournament as the 39th seed 
and they lost at 26th seeded 
Swampscott High School, 
4-0 in a preliminary round.

The Lady Panthers, who 
squeaked out a 3-2 victory 
at Gardner High School on 
September 22, were ranked 

23rd in the Division 3 pow-
er rankings released on Oc-
tober 18.

The other Lady Panthers 
senior captains are Maya 
Putnam, Saddie Kennan, 
and Ailey Majoy.

Just like in the first meet-
ing, Quabbin was trailing 
1-0 following an unassisted 
goal from Gardner soph-
omore Kendall Gamache 
during the 37th minute of 
the opening half.

After a time out, Quab-
bin scored the equalizer a 
minute later with a corner 
kick goal.

The play began with 

freshman Eden Fortier 
booting the ball into the 
box from the left corner. 
Freshman Saylor Bisson-
nette, who had several oth-
er shots on goal during the 
first 40 minutes, put the ball 
into the net tying the match 
at 1-1, which was the half-
time score.

The Quabbin head coach 
is very glad that Bissonnette 
is a member of his soccer 
team.

 “This is Saylor’s first 
year playing for us and she’s 
just an unbelievable soccer 
player,” Gillis said. “She al-
ways does the little things 

that people don’t normally 
notice. I’m looking forward 
to coaching her during the 
next couple of  years.”

The Lady Panthers took 
the lead for the first time at 
the beginning of the second 
half  when Bissonnette sent 
a pass to junior Charlotte 
Wilder, who scored a break-
away goal.

Then the visitors were 
given a penalty kick follow-
ing a handball in the box.

Gamache took the PK 
and lined a shot into the 
back of the net past Quab-
bin freshman goalie Zoey 
Salvadore.

With twenty minutes re-
maining in regulation, the 
Lady Panthers were also 
given a penalty kick by 
the referees after sopho-
more Adalyn Cranston was 
fouled in the penalty area.

“Prior to the PK, coach 
(Brian) Majoy made a 
suggestion to me that we 
should put Adalyn into 
the game because they 
were playing very physical 
against Saylor,” Gillis said. 
“Adalyn isn’t as tall as Say-
lor and when they played 
physical against her, we got 
the call. It was a very good 
decision.” 

VanOudenhove, who’s a 
starting defender, stepped 
up to the spot and chipped 
a shot into the right corner.

“I also made a PK at 
Leominster in the rain last 
year,” VanOudenhove said. 
“I always pretend to go to 
the left side and shoot the 
ball to the right. I was very 
excited after making anoth-
er PK in tonight’s game.”

VanOudenhove’s second 
varsity goal opened the 
floodgates for the Lady Pan-
thers, as Bissonnette and 
Ailey Majoy scored the fi-
nal two goals of  the match, 
which were both unassisted.

QUABBIN
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY JEFFREY HAYNES
Logan Bruley takes control of the ball before turning upfield.

Brent Benoit centers the ball for the Panthers attack.

Abraham Brown boots the ball out of the defensive zone.Nathan Gingras stretches in the footrace for possession.

Ailey Majoy races down the sideline with the ball.Maya Putnam breaks through the defense.

Sadie Kennan angles around a defend-
er and checks her passing options.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JEFFREY HAYNES
Daniella Gaudreault wins possession and passes the ball upfield.
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Job Connection
Helping You Find help

LEGAL NOTICE:  
TOWN OF 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
Pursuant to Massachusetts 

General Laws, Chapter 30A, 18-
25, as amended by Chapter 28 of 
the Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 
Protection Act, the West Brook-
field Conservation Commission 

will hold a public hearing on 
WEDNESDAY, November 4, 
2026 at 6:00 pm in the first floor 
meeting room, West Brookfield 
Town Hall, 2 East Main Street.

6:00 – Public Hearing:	
NOI – Existing Transmis-

sion Line Right of Way – New 
England Power Company – Im-
provements to access roads and 
replacement of all structures/

wires on the O15N electric trans-
mission line 

NOI – 380 West Main Street 
– Continued - Raymaakers Con-
struction – Staging area 

NOI – Wickaboag Pond – 
Board of Health – Continued - 
Weed Treatment
10/23/2026

- public notices -

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

ber Richard Chaffee, as she 
said he’s often at the depart-
ment giving directions, and 
said that if  O’Donnell were 
hired, he may lack the pa-
tience for that. 

According to Chaffee, 
he’s only going there to 
help the lone employee find 
projects that need to be 

done by riding the streets 
of town and finding issues 
like potholes, for example. 
Chaffee also said he would 
have liked the skills test that 
was talked about following 
the interviews, so the board 
could observe how the can-
didates handled machinery. 

Chaffee, who was in favor 
of hiring O’Donnell as well, 
said he may have changed 
his mind following the test, 
but said the town cannot 

afford to hire anybody but 
O’Donnell at this time in the 
year. Campbell said skills 
test did not happen because 
of liability concerns. 

After deliberation, the 
board voted to appoint 
O’Donnell as the Highway 
Superintendent. The town 
also has job postings for an 
operator, mechanic and ad-
ministrative assistant to the 
department. 

HIGHWAY 
SUPERINTENDENT

 FROM PAGE 1

- public safety -
New Braintree Police Log
During the weeks of 

Oct. 6-19, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 49 
building/property checks, 42 
directed/area patrols, 23 ra-
dar assignments, four traffic 
controls, six emergency 911 
calls, four citizen assists, 
three assist other agencies, 
one disturbance, two tres-
passes, one harassment, one 
safety hazard, one motor 
vehicle investigation, one 
animal call and four motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Tuesday, Oct. 6
9:59 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12:46 p.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Barre Road, Officer 
Handled

8:22 p.m. Disturbance, 
Moore Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Wednesday, Oct. 7
7:45 a.m. Trespass, 

Moore Road, Officer Han-

dled
9:35 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Barre Road, Spoken To
2:46 p.m. 911 Disabled 

Motor Vehicle, Hardwick 
Road, Vehicle Towed

Thursday, Oct. 8
9:02 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Spoken 
To

4:12 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Sibley Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Oct. 9
10:55 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, 
Officer Handled

Monday, Oct. 12
6:55 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, McEvoy Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Oct. 13
8:50 a.m. Trespass, Gil-

bertville Road, Spoken To

Wednesday, Oct. 14
9:25 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Barre Road, Ser-

vices Rendered
1:32 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, 
Spoken To

Friday, Oct. 16
9:19 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, West Road, Services 
Rendered

9:24 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Referred 
to Other Agency

Saturday, Oct. 17
5:19 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Worcester Road, Pa-
tient Refusal

2:26 p.m. Harassment, 
Unitas Road, Officer Han-
dled

Sunday, Oct. 18
7:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Worcester 
Road, Officer Handled

3 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Wine Road, Officer Han-
dled

Monday, Oct. 19
6:08 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Barre Cut Off 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

tha Blodgett. 
The couple joined the 

group three years ago af-
ter seeing a Facebook post 
from Hersee about how to 
clean gravestones. 

Their first session was 
held at the North Cemetery 
where Hersee brought mate-
rials to teach the volunteers 
how to clean the stones. 

Ken Blodgett said the 
first thing Hersee did was 
point to one stone and its 
condition. The stone was al-
most completely black, and 
the markers were difficult to 
read. 

After cleaning the stone 
volunteers could recognize 
who was buried in these lots 
and see the generations of 
families who were buried in 
the cemetery. 

“You get satisfaction 
from cleaning these grave-
stones,” Ken Blodgett said. 

After learning the process 
Ken Blodgett found it sim-
ple and effective and con-
tinued to volunteer as much 
time as he could to clean the 

stones at both cemeteries. 
One of Ken Blodgett’s 

focuses was the flat stones 
embedded in the ground of 
the cemetery. Many of these 
flat stones had sunk into the 
earth and became visibly 
impossible to see thanks to 
the weather elements. 

He wanted to make them 
visible again by finding the 
edges of the stone and try-
ing to clear the vegetation 
around the stone by digging. 

The gravestones are made 
of granite, marble, and slate 
and Ken Blodgett makes 
sure he uses tools to remove 
lichen without scratching 
the stones themselves. 

The Blodgetts come 
down about once a week to 
clean stones as a way to help 
out the cemeteries and the 
town. 

“We’re doing this be-
cause we want to do it,” Ken 
Blodgett said. 

There have been occa-
sions where people walk 
through the cemetery during 
the day and notice the work 
being done by the grave-
stone keepers. Ken Blodgett 

and his fellow volunteers 
have been given a lot of 
compliments for what they 
do for the cemetery. 

Robin Roberts is another 
Gravestone Keeper who has 
been volunteering since day 
one. She attended the first 
day of training and recalled 
Hersee pointing out a black-
ened headstone. 

After cleaning it, the 
gravestone keepers learned 
it was an infant’s burial. 
When learning about the 
history of this individual 
stone Roberts was hooked 
immediately and was ded-
icated to preserving the 
headstones at the cemetery.  

“If  you start something, 
finish it,” she said. 

Roberts said she cleaned 
20 stones in one day. She 
estimated that over 1,000 
stones were cleaned in the 
last three years. 

Roberts shared that she 
has ancestors buried at the 

Old Burial Ground, estab-
lished around 1740. Having 
ancestors at these historic 
burial grounds is a key fac-
tor in why Roberts is moti-
vated to continue her vol-
unteer work as a Sturbridge 
Gravestone Keeper. 

Amy Gorham has been 
volunteering for the last 
year and a half. Her inter-
est in preserving headstones 
dates back to when she was 
growing up in upstate New 
York. 

While going through 
family history and files, 
Gorham had a difficult time 
identifying a family stone. 
She later found out there 
was a volunteer group in up-
state New York who cleaned 
and repaired gravestones.

After the stones were 
cleaned their information 
was placed on the Find 
a Grave website. Gor-
ham managed to find the 
stone of her relative, her 
third-great-grandfather. 

Gorham found out about 
the volunteer group in Stur-
bridge and wanted to pro-
vided the same work as the 
volunteer group did in New 
York. 

There are many grave-
stones dating back to the 
1800s at the North Cem-
etery. Many of them have 
family burial plots with sev-
eral generations. 

The work behind grave-
stone keeping requires 
patience, especially when 
cleaning. Gorham credit-
ed Hersee as a great teach-
er and also wants to learn 
about leveling and repairing 
headstones in the future. 

Another major motiva-
tion for this work was iden-
tifying the veterans buried 
at these cemeteries. Once 
identified, flags were placed 
by their stones. 

Eight of the Civil War 
veteran stones were cleaned 
at the North Cemetery and 

are recognized as veterans 
of Grand Army of the Re-
public Post 173. 

There is a gap in between 
two of the stones and Her-
see found out through town 
records that one soldier had 
his wife buried next to him 
without a stone. 

For more information, 
visit the Sturbridge Grave-
stone Keepers Facebook 
page. Those interested in 
volunteering can visit her-
itageoakpress.com or con-
tact heritageoakpress@
gmail.com. 

GRAVESTONES
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Eight Civil War veteran stones were cleaned by the Sturbridge Gravestone Keepers. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
A flat stone at the North Cemetery was recently cleaned. 

Wally Hersee demonstrated the products used to clean a gravestone.

Death Notice

Elliott, Jeanne M. 
(Picard), 81

Died Oct. 3, 2026
Services Oct. 16, 2026
Varnum Funeral Home

Ayala on Regis College Dean’s List
WESTON – Regis College 

recognized Serenity Ayala, Class 
of 2026, of North Brookfield, 
whose academic excellence and 
commitment to learning have 
earned them a place on the spring 

2026 Dean’s List.
To qualify for the Dean’s List, 

students must earn a GPA of 3.5 
or higher. First-year students 
qualify with a GPA of 3.25 or 
higher.
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ESTATE SALE
LARGE COLLECTION FROM THE 
1950’S to the 1980’s. Everything must be 
sold. Call to see 413-531-6835.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. 

Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S LAND CLEARING INC.

Clearing and forestry mulching 
for lot clearing, perimeter clearing, 

1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully 
insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

ISA Certified Arborist & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

1975 FORD F-250  long bed, automat-
ic, Southern truck, needs engine work. 
$8500.00. Text 413-3889-1694 Ludlow
.

AUTO PARTS
4 – 1980’S 8x15 Corvette steel rims, 
$200; 2 new F-250 rear leaf springs and 
shocks $100; antique carpenter tools. 413-
219-6216

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER 
PUPPIES. AKC Reg. Males and females,  
Great family pets, good with children. First 
vaccination, ready 11/20. taking deposits, 
413-596-8190

BIDS FOR SNOW REMOVAL
For church and parsonage.

Cleaning around entry ways,  sidewalk and 
handicap ramp required.

Submit interests to 
firstchurchblandford@gmail.com

This is for the First Congregational Church 
of Blandford, 91 Main St., Blandford

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HOUSE FOR RENT DOWNTOWN 
MONSON. 3bedroom/1bath. No pets. No 
smoking. $1850.00 per month. Call 413-
478-4120 or 413-237-0417

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. 

Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON 
BIKE SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

Open: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10am-7pm • Thurs. 10am-8pm • Sat. 9am-7pm • Sun. 12pm-6pm

FALL SALE!!! 

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

STURBRIDGE RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY - 1 FIRST STREET
Discover the inviting residence at 1 
First Street, Sturbridge, MA, United 
States. This 980-square-foot mobile 
home, constructed in 1980, presents 
a move-in ready condition that thoughtfully blends comfort with practical 
design, offering an exceptional opportunity for refined living. The kitchen is 
thoughtfully appointed, featuring a distinctive brick wall that introduces a touch 
of classic character and warmth to the culinary space. The living room provides 
a welcoming atmosphere, centered around a fireplace that promises cozy 
evenings and a focal point for gathering. The well-appointed bathroom includes a 
walk-in shower, designed for both convenience and a touch of modern simplicity. 
With two bedrooms and one full bathroom, this property offers a functional layout 
for comfortable living. We invite you to experience the distinctive charm and 
considered design of this property. $139,000 PRICE REDUCEDLisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - NORTH BROOKFIELD
Situated on approx. 7.68 peaceful acres, this spacious 
3-bedroom, 2-bath raised ranch offers a wonderful 
mix of privacy, comfort, & versatility! Bright and inviting 
main level features an open floor plan, new luxury vinyl 
plank flooring, recessed lighting, & a spacious living 
room w/ a large picture window. Beautiful kitchen 
boasts granite countertops, a center island with 
seating, stainless steel appliances, and a stylish tile backsplash. Sliding doors lead from dining 
area to a large back deck, overlooking the wooded backyard. 3 generously sized bedrooms, 
including a primary suite with private bath, complete the main level. Partially finished lower level 
provides additional living space, w/ a spacious family room, bonus room, laundry area, & plenty 
of storage / workshop space. Central air, a large driveway with ample parking, a fenced side 
yard and 7.68 acres of land to explore and enjoy. Country living at its best! Listed at $439,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

131 PINE AVE., STURBRIDGE 
- An exceptional opportunity awaits 
with this 980 square foot mobile 
home, originally constructed in 1985. 
This property offers a unique blend 
of comfort and practicality, designed 
for a discerning homeowner. The 
kitchen is thoughtfully appointed with a functional peninsula, complemented 
by a distinctive wainscot wall and a warm wood wall, creating an inviting 
atmosphere for culinary pursuits. This residence features two well-
proportioned bedrooms and a full bathroom, providing comfortable 
accommodations. The convenience of a dedicated laundry room enhances 
daily living. Further adding to its appeal is an attached carport, offering a 
single garage space for vehicle protection. Discover the potential of this 
distinctive Sturbridge residence by scheduling your private viewing today.  
Price includes park share of $25,000.  Monthly HOA $154,000Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

HONEY CRISPHONEY CRISPHONEY CRISP
MACOUN AND MACOUN AND MACOUN AND 
EVERCRISPEVERCRISPEVERCRISP

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

OPEN HOUSE -$279,000   
SUNDAY,  NOV. 25  11 - 1PM

38 PLEASANT ST., WARE  
Spacious 4 4BR, 
1.5BA Move-In 
Ready Home. 
Walk to town, Main 
St, and Grenville 
Park. Easy highway 
access. Downtown zone allows a home business 
( former first-floor office). Spacious layout, 
hardwood floors, a large kitchen, and first-floor 
laundry. Enclosed back porch and a one-car 
attached garage. IGSSOLAR transferable lease. 

Fall Fest Church Bazaar & Bake Nov. 21 
BROOKFIELD – Com-

munity members are invited 
to shop, browse, and enjoy 
the Fall Fest Church Bazaar 
& Bake Shop on Saturday, 
Nov. 21 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall at 
Brookfield Congregational 
Church, 8 Common St.

Hosted by the church’s 
Helping Hands group, the 
event will feature a variety 
of handmade crafts, season-
al decorations, homemade 
baked goods and unique 
gifts-perfect for holiday 
shopping or finding some-
thing special for your home.

Shoppers can look for-
ward to wreaths, center-
pieces, sewn and crocheted 

items, ornaments, Mason 
jar soup and cookie mixes, 
baked goods, themed gift 
baskets and much more. 
Gift basket themes will in-
clude popcorn and movie 
night, pet lovers, gardening 
and other fun ideas.

The bazaar will also offer 
opportunities for local craft-
ers and small businesses to 
showcase their products. Six 
vendor spaces are available 
for $35 per table. Interested 
vendors are encouraged to 
contact the church office at 
508-867-6262 or email bc-
cucc1857@gmail.com for 
more information.

The Fall Fest Bazaar 
is a great opportunity to 

connect with the commu-
nity, discover handmade 
treasures, enjoy homemade 
treats, and get a head start 
on holiday shopping.

All proceeds from the 
event will benefit Brookfield 
Congregational Church’s 
general fund and church re-
pairs.

The entire community 
is warmly invited to attend 
and support this special 
event.

For additional infor-
mation about the event or 
vendor spaces, contact the 
church office at 508-867-
6262, email bccucc1857@
gmail.com, or visit www.
bcc1857.org.

Open poetry series continues Nov. 19
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– An open poetry reading 
series meant to provide a 
venue for writers to share 
their work as well as the 
work of established writers 
they admire will be held at 
the Merriam-Gilbert Pub-
lic Library, 3 West Main 
St., in the upstairs Library 
Meeting Room.

This room is elevator ac-
cessible.

The series will be held 
on select Thursdays from 
4-6 p.m. Generally, read-
ings will occur on the third 
Thursday of every month, 
though some schedule ad-
justments may have to be 

made around holidays. 
Dates include Nov. 19, 

Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, 
March 18, April 15 and 
May 20.  The series is open 
to the central Massachu-
setts community at large.

For every original poem 
a person reads they will be 
asked to compliment that 
poem by reading a poem of 
their choosing by another 
established and published 
writer: From Shakespeare 
to Stern, Bradstreet to Bu-
kowski, Yeats to Young, 
Rumi to Rich and any and 
all between. 

If  you have no original 
work to read but want to 

offer poems from writers 
you love, please join us. 

The reading will be 
held in round robin fash-
ion (two poems maximum 
each time) and the number 
of turns allowed for each 
person will be determined 
by the number of willing 
participants. 

The host ask those who 
read to be sensitive to other 
attendees and not present 
overly long poems that will 
delay another’s turn. One 
may also participate by at-
tending and simply listen-
ing, not reading, if  they so 
choose.

- community -


