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HALLOWEEN

BOO!-B-Q BASH

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
annual Apple Country Fair 
returned to the common for 
another season of shopping, 
eating and celebrating. 

The Apple Country Fair 
showcases the work of over 90 
local crafters with food trucks, 
art, live music, lawn games, 
and an apple pie contest. This 
year marked the 45th anniver-
sary of the town’s Apple Coun-
try Fair. 

The Apple Country Fair 
originally started as a school 
fundraiser for a sixth grade 
class and their camping trip. 
The parents would get togeth-

Apple Country Fair 
celebrates 45th year

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Board of Selectmen Chair Ja-
son Petraitis presented Eleanor 
Ryan with the Golden Cane 
award, recognizing her as the 
town’s oldest female resident.

She was born on June 8, 
1923, and she said, “growing 
up on a farm,” was the secret 
to her reaching her 101st birth-
day.

Joining the board at the Oct. 
8 meeting was state Sen. Peter 
Durant and state Rep. Donnie 
Berthiaume, who each present-
ed Ryan with a citation.

Board honors
town’s oldest 
female 
resident

See BOARD   I   PAGE 12
See FAIR  I   PAGE 6

The 45th Annual Apple Country Fair took place this past weekend on the common in Brookfield. Over 
200 pies were made courtesy of the Brookfield Congregational Church and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Pa i s l e e 
is shown 

with her ap-
ple craft that 

she made at Wil-
low Brook Acad-
emy. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Town 
Administrator Robin Grimm 
said she has confirmed that 
trees located on private prop-
erty cannot be removed by Na-

tional Grid without a signed 
permission slip from the owner.

“People can refuse to have 
National Grid cut their tree 
down,” she said at the Board of 
Selectmen’s Oct. 7 meeting.

Board of Selectmen Clerk 
Mary Dowling said she has 
had a lot of concerns with how 

this project has been handled 
by National Grid. She said she 
did her own site visit to Podunk 
Road and met with residents to 
look at trees marked for remov-
al by the utility company.

Dowling said the tree war-

Board members discuss Podunk Road tree removal

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Timberyard Brewing Compa-
ny hosted a cornhole tourna-
ment and fundraiser this past 
weekend.

The Backwoods Baggers 
helped set up a great tourna-
ment to help support a family 
who lost someone in a car acci-
dent back in July. This inaugu-
ral tournament is known as the 

Cornhole fundraiser helped support local family

See CORNHOLE   I   PAGE 7

See PODUNK   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

H A R DW I C K / P E T E R -
SHAM – State legislators and 
members of the Quabbin Fish-
ermen’s Association joined the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation at a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to celebrate the 

rehabilitation of an access road 
at Gate 43 to Fishing Area 3 at 
the Quabbin Reservoir.

On Oct. 8, DCR Commis-
sioner Brian Arrigo was joined 
by Director of Rural Affairs 
Anne Gobi, state Senators Pe-
ter Durant and Jake Oliveira, 
state Representatives Todd 

DCR completes rehabilitation 
of access road to fishing area

Fishing Area 3 is the most popular fishing spot in the commonwealth.  TURLEY PHOTO BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

See DCR   I   PAGE 8
The memorial tournament had a great turnout with 24 teams (48 players total). TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO



PAGE 2    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, October 18, 2024

- community -

PHONE
413.967.3505

Fax: 413.967.6009
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

Tim Mara
tmara@turley.com

Editor
Paula Ouimette 

pouimette@turley.com

WEB
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com

        @QuaboagCurrent

The Quaboag Current 
newspaper is published by 

Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

Whether you’re a 
long-standing customer,
or someone looking for a 
guaranteed advertising 
market, increase your 

exposure for two 
consecutive weeks in the

Ware River News
Ware • Warren • West Warren

Gilbertville • Hardwick • Wheelwright

  Publication Dates:  

November 7
November 14

The Ware River News will be directly 
mailed to over 9,900 households for 

two consecutive weeks!

  Advertising Deadlines:  

November 4
& November 11

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 

www.warerivernews.turley.com

(Plus Supplements)
 Vol. 138  No. 34  16 Pages

$31 PER YEAR - $1.00 A COPY
USPS 666100

SERVING THE WARE REGION  FOR 129 YEARS

• LocaL News   LocaL stories   LocaL advertisers •

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

Viewpoints���������������� 4
Sports ����������������������� 9
Police/Fire ��������������� 12
Obituaries ��������������� 13
Classifieds��������������� 14

Public Notices ��������� 14

Inside this edition:

Page 2

Canterbury 
Tails 
welcomes 
new vet 

BUSINESS
Connect with us

WareRiverNews
Page 3

Workshop13 
exterior gets 
upgrade

COMMUNITY

Page 9

Indians face 
Narragansett

SPORTS

Three-day bike ride 
aims to finish 
100+ mile trail

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – A dozen cyclists set off from Northampton this past Friday, traveling across the com-monwealth using segments of the Mass Central Rail Trail and road-ways.
The cyclists, who are ambassa-dors for the rail trail, made stops at key communities along the length of the 104-mile trail which runs from Northampton into Boston, with the hope of spreading aware-ness for the work that still needs to be done to complete the trail along the former railroad corridor. 

The first stop of this three-day event  was  a t  the  New England Small Farm Institute in Belchertown, where the cyclists were joined by the Friends of the 

RideN2B on the MCRTRideN2B on the MCRT

Mass Central Rail Trail supporters and cyclists participated in the inaugural RideN2B from Northampton to Boston held over three days this past 

weekend. 

Alexi Conine, president of the Conine Family Foundation was one of the 12 cyclists participat-ing in the RideN2B event.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The opening meet-ing of the Wright’s Mill Recovery Master Plan was held at the Senior Center last week.
The town has contracted with Weston & Sampson, Gamble Associates and Jeanne Boyle to develop a project plan for the future of the Wright’s Mill Complex in West Warren. Funded by the Economic Development Administration, the plan will offer suggested development possibil-ities for the site to transform the historic Wright’s Mill into a vibrant economic hub.

Weston & Sampson provides interdisciplinary design, engineer-ing, and environmental services for public and private entities. With this introduction meeting and pub-lic engagement opportunity, asso-ciates of Gamble Associates and Weston & Sampson would meet with residents of Warren and West Warren to help formulate the best master plan for the Wright’s Mill complex.
Town Administrator James Ferrera attended the public meeting to address residents what the goal 

is for this study. Ferrera believes the Wright’s Mill Complex has potential for some form of eco-nomic development.
“There’s a potential economic development piece to the town,” Ferrera stated. 
With this meeting, Ferrera believes bringing in residents can help engage and attract some opportunities and shared ideas as to what the Wright’s Mill complex could become in the future. 
Project Manager for Weston & Sampson Susan Mara attended the public meeting and described what this opening meeting will feature. 
There were four stations set throughout the senior center cov-ering some topics involving the Wright’s Mill. The purpose is to identify opportunities for job cre-ation, business attraction and infra-structure. 

Each station had a facilitator talking about a topic area. The top-ics feature existing conditions, eco-nomic development, redevelopment approaches and community input. 
Mara says the study will help identify three redevelopment opportunities that would be the best fit for the Wright’s Mill. 

Masonic 
organizations 
continue to serve 
community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BARRE – As the town of Barre celebrates its 250th anni-versary this year, it is important to recognize several organiza-tions located right off the com-mon that are also reaching some 

momentous milestones. 
Chartered almost 225 years ago in Hardwick, Mt. Zion Lodge of Freemasons moved to Barre on March 14, 1855. Half of its original members hailed from Hardwick, while the rest were from the “lost towns” of Greenwich and Enfield.

“This lodge was chartered just after Paul Revere went out as Grand Master,” John Fritscher, Master of Mt. Zion Lodge said. 
Having originally met upstairs in the Town Hall, the lodge is now located at 71 Pleasant St., sharing its space with other Masonic-affiliated organiza-

tions, including Cradle Rock Chapter No. 125, Order of the Eastern Star and Barre Assembly #114, International Order of the Rainbow for Girls. 
These active organizations serve the community and also provide a lasting, close-knit bond between its members that for many, has spanned generations.
Fritscher has been involved with Mt. Zion Lodge since 1995 and is also a member of Cradle Rock Chapter, where he serves as its Worthy Patron. He is also a past District Deputy Grand 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
The Barre Masonic family consists of the Mt. Zion Lodge of Freemasons, Cradle Rock Chapter, Order 
of the Eastern Star and Barre Assembly, International Order of the Rainbow for Girls. All three orga-
nizations were joined at Barre’s 250th celebration parade by Most Worshipful George F. Hamilton 
who was accompanied by members of the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts.

Wright’s Mill Recovery 
Master Plan meeting held

Turley Photo by Ryan DragoProject Manager Susan Mara discussed the current conditions of the Wrights Mill. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware Historical Commission met on Sept. 23 for their monthly meeting. 
This was the last commission meeting prior to the end date of the demolition delay for Mary Lane Hospital, which will end in mid-October. The commission wanted to share with the public their role in this situation with the 

demolition delay. 
At its last meeting, the com-mission submitted several ques-tions to the town counsel for clarification as what their main responsibilities are when handling a demolition delay. 
According to the response read by Historical Commission Chair, Lynn Lak, the town attor-ney believes the applicant current-ly operating on the Mary Lane Hospital site has been obeying by all the rules. 

“The applicant has substantial-ly complied with the requirements of the bylaw,” Lak read. “We’re doing our best to follow the law.”
Lak  and  the  H i s to r i ca l Commission have mentioned in prior meetings that the main enforcement agent for the build-ing is Anna S. Marques, Building C o m m i s s i o n e r  &  Z o n i n g Enforcement Officer. 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  t r u s t s Marques’ review and analysis of the buildings and the work being 

done on site. From what they’ve been informed of, there has been no demolition or deterioration of the buildings. 
“Abatement is not demolition,” Lak restated. 
As far as looking for a poten-tial business or developer to take up the Mary Lane proper-ty, the Historical Commission has done its best to seek out a potential buyer of the property. 

Commission reviews role in demo delay

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Selectboard mem-bers discussed ways they could use American Rescue Plan Act funds, a recent donation from ReSource Waste Services of Ware and the town’s opioid settlement money at last week’s meeting.
At the Sept. 17 meeting, Town Manager Stuart Beckley said there is now more flexibility in obligating the town’s approximately $58,000 remaining ARPA funds. He said the federal government recently issued an opinion that towns no lon-ger need to obligate the funds by this December, but they do need to spend the funds by December 2026.

Beckley said the town has also received $15,000 from ReSource Waste Services of Ware, which can be used for any purpose to benefit the community as determined by the Selectboard.
He said the town also has funds from the opioid settlement received over the past few years, now totaling about $200,000. He suggested the 

Selectboard 
discusses 
ARPA uses 
and more
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WARREN – Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School’s Honor Students partnered 
with the Rotary Club of the Brookfields 
and Planet Aid in doing an Environmental 
Sneaker/Shoe Drive Project from Sept. 23 
through Oct. 7.

The students collected all types of new 
and used footwear in the four mobile Plan-
et Aid boxes they placed in the middle/high 
school and elementary schools.

The goal of the project was to help 
the environment by keeping the unwant-
ed sneakers (that would take 43 years to 
breakdown in a landfill) and other foot-
wear out of the landfills. 

Planet Aid, a nonprofit organization will 
then take all the footwear and refurbished 
those that can be and recycle the ones that 
cannot be into other usable products such 
as insulation. Planet Aid helps people lo-
cally and across the world such as the work 
of Rotary.

Thank you to the people in the commu-
nity that helped these students by sending 
in their sneakers/footwear. The students 
collected 100 pairs in their effort to “help 
the world.”

Students and Rotary Club partner to collect footwear

Honor Students from Quaboag Regional Middle High School partnered with the Rotary Club of the Brookfields and Planet 
Aid to hold an Environmental Sneaker/Shoe Drive project recently. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Indie horror made in western 
Massachusetts

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

The Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Holyoke was the gathering place for a 
celebration of indie filmmaking in Mas-
sachusetts on Saturday evening, Sept. 
28. 

The assembled, consisting of cast, 
crew, and fans began drifting in early for 
the scheduled showing of “Scary Tales: 
Dark Walker”.

‘Dark Walker’ is the latest in the 
Xposse Productions’ Scary Tales series 
of horror movies, and this one is a dark 
tale in more ways than one.

Your correspondent arrived at the 
venue early and was greeted by Rick 
Caride, who, like many in team Xpos-
se Productions does double duty, being 
cast as a Man in Black, but is part of the 
crew as well.

His role as a “Man in Black” is that 
of an intimidating presence, yet he is 
anything but in person, having a friend-
ly, engaging personality. He told me to 
watch out for a couple of tiny aspects of 
the movie that were mistakes. 

I missed them, but when you watch 
it, you can look for them.

The movie begins with a quartet of 
paranormal hunters who become the 
hunted after some banter that has a hint 
of the story. Then the story.

Slate, a detective, is confronted by a 
good cop/bad cop duo. Well, it’s a bad 
cop/bad cop duo if  they are actually 
cops. 

They subdue and apprehend him. 
The two will next go after a woman 
named Allison, and take her out of her 
kitchen where she had been enjoying a 
cup of coffee.

Finally, they come upon the writer 
Sara, deep in thought and apprehend 
her.

Slate is taken to a room where a fel-
low named Clawson tries to reassure 
a man who has been brought to him 
by force that it’s all good. Slate is then 
brought to another room where Sara 
and Allison are being held. 

Clawson again tries to be a comfort-
ing fellow, but no one is buying it, and 
he and an associate leave.

Locked in, other than all of them 
having experienced something, they 
don’t make progress in figuring it out 
and notice they are being gassed.

Slate, Allison, and Sara wake up in 

what appears to be a living room. More 
speculations, but no progress among the 
trio.

Going out doors, they meet the 
“Muffin Man” who is not at all like the 
one from the fairy tale.

So, back in the house where more is 
revealed about their circumstances. Alli-
son and Slate had both lost spouses.

Out again, and now aliens appear.
Jay, Allison’s husband, arrives. Looks 

alive, but he is not a happy camper. 
Aliens show up, and one is captured. 

Attempts at interrogation by the de-
tective are less than successful. Jay sees 
a Sasquatch out the window. The gang’s 
showing up.

The whole adventure seems real but, 
is it a dream or hallucination? Ideas 
come like trading the alien for a car. 
Well, it was worth a try, or not.

Slate and Allison attempt to go to 
Springfield and enter what seems Slate’s 
house. His wife is there but in ghoulish 
form. Gotta go.

Sara attempts sleep to test if  it is all 
a dream and wakes up in the room they 
had been gassed in. Progress…depend-
ing on how you define it.

Meanwhile, Slate, Allison and her 
husband go out to do battle with the 
array of enemies. Slate’s first attempt is 
thwarted and Allison’s husband is zom-
bified by Slate’s dead wife.

Allison fights the aliens and Slate 
goes up against monsters. The duo wins 
some breathing room, but any victory is 
pyrrhic at best. In their last battle, they 
succumb.

Back in the room, Sara wakes up and 
faces being injected with something that 
can’t be healthy, but fights back and the 
would be injecter becomes the injectee.

Sara hears Clawson and his col-
league, Olivia, speak of the “greater 
good” and sees through the rationales. 
Dark Walker, a negotiator from anoth-
er dimension, is to be weaponized. For 
Clawson, it will not be as he imagined.

Sara confronts Olivia and Clawson. 
She turns the tide and Clawson exits to 
a confrontation with the varied entities 
and it does not go well.

“Scary Tales: Dark Walker” is avail-
able on TUBI as are most of the previ-
ous Xposse productions, including Ge-
no’s departure from horror. He’s made a 
western and a riff  on a Hallmark movie 
as well as a courtroom drama without 
a courtroom when he went off the res-
ervation.

What’s next? Geno plans a comedy. 
We shall be watching out for it.

‘Scary Tales: Dark Walker’ premieres in Holyoke

NEW BRAINTREE – The 2024 
Presidential Election will be held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 with polls open from 7 
a.m.-8 p.m. at the New Braintree Town 
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive.  

The last day and time to register to 
vote in the election is Saturday, Oct. 26 
from 9-11 a.m. and 3-5 p.m. in the Town 
Clerk’s office in the Town Hall. People 
may also register online at https://www.
sec.state.ma.us/ovr/

In person early voting will take place 
in the New Braintree Town Hall on the 
following dates: Sunday, Oct. 20 from 8 
a.m.-noon; Monday, Oct. 21 from 7-9 

p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 26 from 9 a.m.11 
p.m. and Monday, Oct. 28 from 7-9 p.m. 

To vote by mail, New Braintree resi-
dents should apply with the Town Clerk 
in person, by returning the postcard 
that was mailed by the state or by down-
loading and mailing back an applica-
tion. Applications may be downloaded 
by visiting the mass.gov website. 

All applications must be received by 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 by 5 p.m.in order to re-
ceive a vote by mail ballot. People may 
call the Town Clerk’s Office at 508-867-
2071 or email  townclerk@newbrain-
tree.org with any questions or concerns.

Town Clerk announces election information

The cast of “Scary Tales: Dark Walker” pose for a photo at the movie’s premiere. TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY
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CURREN T

The beginning of this week I heard Cana-
da geese honking as they flew over my house. 
Often they land in nearby beaver ponds.

The Canada goose is 25 to 45 inches long 
and is the most widespread and common-
ly seen goose. It has a black head and neck 
with a white chinstrap. The body is brown-
ish gray except for a whitish rump. 

They vary widely in size, with the small-
est forms living farthest north. These geese 
feed on the ground and in the water. They 
eat submerged 
v e g e t a t i o n , 
grasses, winter 
wheat, clovers 
and other grain 
especially corn.

Canada geese 
nest at edges 
of ponds, lakes 
or swamps on 
rocks or grass 
hummocks out 
in the water. The 
female lays four 
to seven white 
eggs in a nest 
made of sticks, 
moss and grass-
es. 

Some Canada geese that used to migrate 
now overwinter because food is provided for 
them by people at local ponds. This creates 
problems in many parks, golf courses and 
public lands where the geese fowl lawns, 
overgraze and become aggressive during 
breeding season. The male gives “ahonk” 
and the female has a higher “hink” call. 

Northern harrier
I received an email on Oct. 5 from a War-

ren resident, who said, “My husband and I 
saw a hawk kill a squirrel in our yard last 
week. It was large and impressive. We had 
no idea what it was and no Google searches 
of hawks in Massachusetts mentioned the 
northern harrier. But now, after looking at 
many pictures, we believe that’s what it was. 
Very exciting to identify another bird.” 

She lives near the pond where a Brimfield 
resident saw a northern harrier. She said 
New Reed Street is now called Brook Road. 

She plans to visit the pond in hopes of 
seeing the kingfisher the Brimfield resident 
mentioned

Brimfield resident
The Brimfield resident reported seeing a 

dark eyed junco on Oct. 1 in his yard. He 
related a story of a trip to Alaska. “In 2003 
my wife and I signed up for a Alaska tour 
with the American Birding Association. 
Since we were going to Alaska and might 
never get back we did a mini pre-tour visit to 
Nome on our own. The flight to Nome was 
via Kotzebue and about a third of the pas-
sengers were trying to return to Kotzebue. 
They had been trying to get there for three 
days, but the planes couldn’t land because 
a river near town was creating ground fog 
and the planes had to abort their landings. 
Our flight began its decent and the pilot an-
nounced the situation and he would try to 
land. Suddenly the pilot applied full power 
and began to climb, no landing at Kotzebue 
that day. My wife and I heard a nearby na-
tive woman say ‘we are going to have to kill 
a raven to get home.’ We flew on to Nome, 

not sure when or 
if  the folks ever 
go back to Kotze-
bue.”

After return-
ing from his Alas-
ka trip, he did 
some research 
about birding 
in and around 
Nome. One thing 
I came upon was 
a report of a 
Christmas Count 
for Nome. I don’t 
recall the year of 
the report but 
the folks braved 
harsh condition 

and their total for the day was two ravens.
Other birds

The Brimfield resident reported great 
egrets, great blue herons and Eastern blue-
birds at the Warren Ponds. He also saw two 
common ravens, nine mallards, 10 rock 
doves, six yellow-rumped warblers and a 
northern flicker.

He had white-throated sparrows show 
up in his yard; they are the most common 
migrating sparrow he sees there.  The oth-
er day a male Eastern Towhee and four 
white-throated sparrows taking baths 

together. He saw 52 Canada geese and 2 
wood duck at Wheeler. There were also lots 
of turtles taking advantage of a warm sun-
ny day. While siting in his yard for about an 
hour he saw a male common yellowthroat, 
a black-throated blue warbler, two blackpoll 
warblers and a catbird.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Joe wrote in with this question for the Gar-
den Lady: “Hello and thanks, as I am a 
fan of your column! I want to transplant 

both some privet hedges and grape vines 
from my childhood home. They are each at 
least 70+ years old. They have been mostly 
well maintained over the years and look fair-
ly healthy; I think. Could you offer any ad-
vice on how to do this successfully?”

Thank you, Joe, for your compliments on 
the column! I am happy to try and help.  

I don’t know if you have any time con-
straints with the move. If you don’t, I would 
wait until early spring to do the transplant-
ing, that way it will cause the least amount of 
distress on the plants. 

Both privet and grape are quite hardy, but 
it may be challenging to dig them up, espe-
cially because of their age and the size of the 
rootball that you can expect with the privet 
for sure. The picture you sent does show that 
both are quite healthy.  

As soon as the ground can be worked in 
spring – maybe in late March or in very early 
April, I would dig around the drip line of the 
privet, pointing your shovel straight down. 
Try to go as deep as you can.  

It may help to have a friend or two on the 
other sides of the bush and together you can 
lift out the rootball. You might have to use a 
pair of loppers or a saw to cut some of the 
larger, main roots.  

Without being there, it is hard to say what 
you will encounter. But, as you know, it will 
be important to get as many of the roots as 
you can, leaving the soil attached as much as 
possible.  

If  you don’t have a pot big enough to en-
compass the roots, then I’d recommend using 
a construction grade trash bag, a tarp or even 
double layers of a bed sheet to keep the root 
ball together during transport. Getting them 
a few towns over, as you mentioned, might be 
tricky in a car.  

I’d probably recommend laying the privet 
down in a truck, braced so that it won’t roll 
around.  

Transplant it in a similar exposure in the 
new yard, cutting back the branches to make 
accommodations for a new and smaller root 
ball. Water it well, deeply, at least two times a 
week for the first couple of months.

Grape vines can be handled in a similar 
fashion. By the pictures you sent, they appear 
so lush and beautiful.  

I certainly have to compliment whoever 
the tender is in your family. The first order 
of business would be to ease them off of the 
fence that they are growing on.  

Prune back the tops to a manageable 
height and then dig them up. It will likely be 
a challenge to tell “what goes where.”  

That’s why cutting the tops back will be 
helpful. If  you can put several of the stems in 
one large pot for transport, that would make 
sense. Individual pots would also work fine.  

It would be important for both of these 
plants that you have the new areas prepped 
and ready to go, so digging up and replanting 
can happen in a quick turnaround time. 

Speaking of timing, if  you absolute-
ly must dig this fall, then do so, and water 
as mentioned until the ground freezes. Be 
careful that the plants don’t heave – remem-
ber the roots won’t have much grow time to 
anchor your plants, so check on them often 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

A question for the Garden 
Lady – how to move 
privets and grapes

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

Canada geese in flight



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, October 18, 2024  PAGE 5

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/17/24-10/23/2410/17/24-10/23/24

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

MAHI MAHI FILLETS ....................

$188
lb

lb
$247

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. PASQUIER BAKERY

BRIOCHE TO GO
FILLED W/STRAWBERRY 7.9 OZ . 99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG 

$888
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS ........................PORTERHOUSE or 
T-BONE STEAKS

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
ROAST or STEAKS

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$335
lb

$799
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ......

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..

$244
lb

$258

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ................$499

SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ................

$488
lb

lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .$199

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
SWEET BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

- sturbridge -

STURBRIDGE – The Sturbridge Historical Soci-
ety presents “Finding William Lewis [1819-1897], The 
Everyday Life of this Singular Man”, on Thursday, 
Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. at the Publick House

Based on an extraordinary archive of personal 
journals, life-long historians Christie Higginbottom 
and Bruce Craven bring their deep understanding of 
time and place to the story of William Lewis. This is 
the story of a man who lived in central Massachusetts 
and evolved from tanner to peddler to farmer, from 
youth to family man, from transient to rooted in com-
munity. 

The program provides an intimate examination of 
one man’s struggle to find his place in 19th century 
New England village life. As specialists in early New 
England social history and agriculture, the authors are 

able to provide rich contextualization to the 59 years’ 
worth of journals, account books, and business re-
cords. 

These materials provide for a rich narrative of a life 
with details that are often completely lost to history.

Craven and Higginbottom have worked at Old 
Sturbridge Village for over 40 years. Craven coordi-
nated the agriculture program and designed museum 
exhibits and Higginbottom coordinated the horticul-
ture program and worked as research historian for 
horticulture and landscape. 

They will have their book, “Finding William Lew-
is”, available for sale.

The program, which starts at 7 p.m., is free and 
open to the public, and generously hosted by Publick 
House.

STURBRIDGE – The Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale has announced two upcoming 
events as part of its 7th Annual Pumpkin Patch ex-
travaganza, according to committee chair, Jason Chin.

On Saturday, Oct. 26, from 10 a.m.-noon, Judy 
Queen of the Pumpkins will read fabulous stories in 
the picnic area near the Joshua Hyde Public Library. 
In the event of rain, the Pumpkin Patch Story Hour 
will be held in the church parlor.

On Sunday, Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. the Pumpkin Patch 
will be welcoming a return performance by the ev-
er-popular Rock Voices Auburn, an adult choir with 
members from throughout central Massachusetts that 
performs only rock music with a mission of “healing 
ourselves and others through song.” Rock Voices Au-
burn performs under the direction of Connie Galli.

The Pumpkin Patch is open to visitors Monday 
through Friday from 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturdays 
from 9 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sundays from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(weather permitting) through the end of October. 

The front lawn of the church has been transformed 
into a festive fall wonderland, brimming with pump-
kins and gourds of all shapes and sizes. Whether 
you’re looking to decorate your home for Halloween 
or create a cozy fall atmosphere, the Pumpkin Patch 
offers everything you need –from pumpkins and mums 
to hay bales, corn stalks, loose hay for your scarecrow, 
and even cookbooks to inspire your autumn cooking. 

Convenient payment options include cash, credit 
cards, Venmo, and PayPal, making it easy for everyone 
to join in the fun.

For more information on the Pumpkin Patch or 
other upcoming events, visit the Church’s website at 
sturfed.org or contact the Church office by calling 774-
304-1021 or emailing churchoffice@sturfed.org.

The Federated Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale 
welcomes everyone to celebrate Christ’s presence and 
God’s grace in their lives. Members of the community 
are welcome and invited to join in worship on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

STURBRIDGE – The Rotary Club of Sturbridge 
is delighted to announce that its popular TREK Stur-
bridge Halloween 5K, 1K, and Fun Walk will return 
on Sunday, Oct. 27, according to race director Klaus 
Hachfeld. 

The family-friendly event offers two timed races, in-
cluding a 5K Trail Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K Road 
Race.

The timed 1K Road Race ($20 registration) for pre-
teens (12 years old and under) starts at 9:15 a.m. It will 
be a road race along Old Sturbridge Village Road, mak-
ing it accessible to persons with mobility challenges. 

The timed 5K Trail Run ($35 registration) & Fun 
Walk ($30 registration) will start at 10 a.m. using Old 
Sturbridge Village Road and the Arbutus Park Trail in 
the Leadmine Mountain Wildlife Conservation Lands.

An awards ceremony will follow at 11:15 a.m. start-
ing with a competition for best Halloween costume for 
all registered runners and walkers. Judging will be by 
popular choice.

The event also includes free children’s game start-
ing at 9 a.m. at the Education Center, organized by a 
volunteer team from Burgess Elementary School. No 
pre-registration is required for the children’s activities.

All activities begin at the OSV Education Center on 
Old Sturbridge Village Road (not to be confused with 
Old Sturbridge Village Academy at the main entrance 
to the village). Parking will be available in the Educa-
tion Center lot.

Pre-registration is now available on the Race-
Wire website at https://www.racewire.com/register.
php?id=14151

All participants who pre-register by Oct. 21 will get 
a 2024 TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun 
Walk tee-shirt. On-site registration will also be avail-
able starting at 8:30 a.m.

The Trek Sturbridge Halloween 5K and Fun Walk 
is a Sturbridge Rotary Club fundraiser, with all profits 
going to the organization’s community needs projects. 

For additional information, or to sign on as an 
event sponsor, email the race director at laserklaus@
gmail.com. Or visit the Sturbridge Rotary Club web-
site at https://sturbridgerotary.com.

Rock Voices Auburn will perform in the Federated Church Pumpkin Patch on Sunday, Oct. 27 at 2 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Federated Church announces 
Pumpkin Patch special events

Historical Society presents ‘Finding William Lewis’

Rotary Club presents TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 
1K & Fun Walk

throughout the winter months and stomp on the root-
ball should they start protruding from the ground.  

It may take a couple of years for the grapes to be 
as productive as they were, but never fear, because of 
the hardiness of these plants both should do fine once 
they adjust to their new surroundings. Good luck to 
you! I commend you for wanting to save a part of your 
history!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 32 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4
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er and came up with the idea of a fall 
themed fundraiser to help with traveling 
expenses for the sixth grade trip. 

What started out as a small class 
fundraiser would soon grow into a 
townwide fair. 

The Brookfield Community Club 
has been organizing the Apple Country 
Fair since 1979. The money raised at 
the Apple Country Fair has generated 
grants for a number of community ser-
vice projects. 

These community service projects 
include supplies for the town’s annu-
al luminary display on Christmas Eve, 
printing of the Brookfield Citizen, the 
town’s monthly newsletter, programs 
and speakers for Brookfield Council on 
Aging, sweatshirts for Brookfield Ele-
mentary’s sixth grade students, equip-
ment for Brookfield Fire Department 
and EMS, improvements to Brookfield 
Recreation’s Lewis Field, equipment for 
Brookfield Scout Troops, programs at 
the Merrick Public Library and the Di-
ane Martell Community Service Award 
for a graduating Brookfield Senior. 

One organizer for the Brookfield 
Community Club is Lindsay Holm who 
shared that it took a whole group effort 
to make this year’s Apple Country Fair 
a successful one. 

“It’s a community effort, for sure,” 
Holm said. 

In addition to over 90 local vendors, 
the Brookfield Community Club was 
hosting a raffle featuring many fun priz-
es. Fairgoers had a chance to win prizes 
including the community-stitched quilt, 
family passes to local museums and at-
tractions, and gift certificates to local 
restaurants and stores. These prizes 
were donated by local businesses and by 
some of the crafters at the fair. 

Holm enjoys organizing the Apply 
Country Fair along with several other 
members of the Brookfield Community 
Club. 

“This is Christmas to me,” Holm stat-
ed regarding the Apply Country Fair. 

The Brookfield Community Club 
consists of eight dedicated members 
who have a strong bond with the town 
of Brookfield. The Fire Department 
helped by providing a lot of tables for 

the vendors who were set up nicely on 
the common. 

Several music groups were perform-
ing under the gazebo at the common 
and were predominantly local bands. 
Spooner Well took the stage first and 
are from Brookfield. One of their popu-
lar covers was “Take Me Home, Coun-
try Roads” by John Denver. 

The Brookfield Congregational 
Church and Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart Church put on a nice display of 
pies during the Apple Country Fair. 

Every year the church participates in 
the fair and always astonishes the fair-
goers with the variety of pies on display. 
This year the church set a new record 
with a total of 280 pies baked for the 
fair. 

“This activity brings lots of fellow-
ship,” said Darlene Dean. 

The Brookfield Congregational 
Church was busy with a row of vendors 
of their own. One of them was operated 
by their teen members who were raising 
money for their mission trip. 

Pastor Brian Oxman said this is the 
church’s biggest fundraiser of the year 
and its great to be out with the rest of 
the community.

“This fair is a great opportunity for 
the community to get out and be togeth-
er,” Oxman said. 

The students of Willow Brook Acad-
emy (pre-K through sixth grade) had an 
art gallery displayed on the common 
during the Apple Country Fair. There 
were multiple apple-themed art projects 
from apple cutouts, bags, apple trees 
and decorations. 

The kids were recently learning 
about apples and got creative with their 
apple-themed art gallery. One of the 
students, Paislee, got to tour around the 
art gallery and pointed out one of her 
apple-themed decorations. 

For more about the Apple Country 
Fair, visit applecountryfair.com. The 
Brookfield Community Club can be fol-
lowed on Facebook; their page is titled, 
“Brookfield Community Club & Apple 
Country Fair”. 

The Brookfield Community Club is 
a charitable organization that makes 
grants to enrich community life. 

FAIR   I  FROM PAGE 1

Teens from the Brookfield Congregational Church were busy raising money for their mission trip in 2025. 
Shown from left to right were Joesph Afton, Gina Mesick, Addison Oxman, Willa Safford and Jessica Safford. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

There were plenty of gnomes to go around at this booth during the Apple Country Fair. 

The Brookfield Community Club hosted a raffle with over 30 prizes donated by local businesses and crafters. 

Worcester Bravehearts mascot Jake the Lion made an appearance at 
the Apple Country Fair. 

Hot kettle corn was being made during the Apple Country Fair. Local band Spooner Well was playing by the gazebo of the common. 

Students of Willow Brook Academy got into the spirit of the Apple Country Fair with their own apple-themed 
art. 

Food trucks arrived during the Apple Country Fair. A customer was ready to place a pizza order from Pizza 
Diavolo. 
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 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Groccia & McLeish Memorial Corn-
hole Tournament.

A close friend of the family and 
cornhole player Nate Rondeau was 
excited to be a part of a great turnout 
with 24 teams and a total of 48 players. 
The fundraiser also consisted of raffles, 
50/50 raffle and an air mail challenge to 
benefit the families. 

Rondeau believes the cornhole com-
munity is nothing but supportive and 
is one big family that comes together 
when it needs to.

“The cornhole family, they stick to-
gether,” Rondeau said. 

The tournament consisted of a round 
robin format that determines the place-
ment of each team. The top three teams 
at the end will receive a cash prize. The 
winners will be determined by a single 
elimination playoff. 

Timberyard Brewing Company was 
kind of enough to donate the pavil-
ion space to host the tournament with 
snacks, drinks and screens to help keep 
track of scores. It was a chilly Sunday 
morning and the pavilion had a nice fire 
pit outside for players to keep warm as 
they were playing. 

Many members of the Backwoods 

Baggers were in attendance participat-
ing in the tournament and supporting 
the fundraiser. Timberyard Brewing 
Company is also the home of their 
cornhole leagues on Thursdays. 

What makes cornhole so much fun is 
it’s a game for all ages. There were sev-
eral teens putting on a show during the 
tournament. 

Jason Chase of the Backwoods Bag-
gers was in attendance and participating 
in the memorial tournament. The Back-
woods Baggers has over 40 members 
and is available to help you host a corn-
hole fundraiser, charity, and/or benefit. 

“We’re playing and supporting a 
great cause,” Chase said. 

The first Groccia & McLeish Family 
Memorial Cornhole Tournament was a 
success and it could become an annual 
tournament. According to Rondeau, it 
would be fun to have this tournament as 
an annual event. 

Backwoods Baggers congratulated 
the three winning teams of the tourna-
ment. First place went to the team of 
Jose & Jose, second place team was Jack 
& Robbie Barnes, and third place was 
Lucas and Moto. 

CORNHOLE   I  FROM PAGE 1

NORTH BROOKFELD – The 
18th annual 5 mile Apple Run/Walk 
for diabetes will be held Saturday 
morning, Oct. 26 at Brookfield Or-
chards, 12 Lincoln Road.

The event is hosted by the Lions 
Club of the Brookfields. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Clara Barton 
Diabetes Camp in Oxford and the 
Diabetes Research Team at UMass.  

The event in prior years has 
raised over $37,000 in donations for 
these two organizations. The race is 
professionally timed, and cash priz-
es will be awarded to the men’s and 
women’s first and second place fin-
ishers.  

Registration will be from 9:30-

10:30 a.m., with walkers beginning 
the course at 10:30 a.m. and runners 
at 11 a.m. Early registration entry 
fee is $20 for adults and $15 for chil-
dren age 17 and younger (race day 
registration is $5 extra).  

Oakholm Brewery of Brookfield 
will return as a sponsor this year, 
and will be onsite at the event with a 
complementary beer for each regis-
tered runner and walker at the com-
pletion of the course.  

Further information and link 
to online registration (as well as a 
downloadable registration form) can 
be found at http://brookfieldslions-
club.org.

Apple Run/Walk returns for 
18th year on Oct. 26

The cornhole community can be described as one big family as they gathered for a great cause. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY RYAN DRAGO

There were many raffle prizes available during the cornhole tournament where the proceeds go to support 
the families.

Timberyard Brewing Company donated their pavilion space to host the Groccia & McLeish Memorial Cornhole 
Tournament.

The pavilion had drinks available at their bar during the tournament and fundraiser.
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Smola and Aaron Saunders and QFA 
President Clayton Sydla to talk about 
the successful completion of the project, 
and its significance to the region.

Arrigo said the DCR’s mission is 
“to protect, promote and enhance our 
common wealth of natural, cultural and 
recreational resources for the well-being 
of all.”

“I know that this project is a great ex-
ample of our mission,” Arrigo said. 

The project involved reclaiming 
and repaving approximately 1.75 miles 
from outside Gate 43 to just before the 
bridge. The total cost was $652,000 and 
was made possible through funds from 
the American Rescue Plan Act filed by 
Smola, and DCR through the Massa-
chusetts Water Resources Trust Fund. 

The improved road makes it easier 
for visitors to access and enjoy this pop-
ular outdoor recreation destination that 
families and individuals use for fishing, 
walking, running and bike riding. It also 
connects visitors to opportunities for 
wildlife observation, while appreciating 
the natural scenery of the Quabbin Res-
ervoir. 

“At DCR, we are dedicated to mak-
ing our properties welcoming and acces-
sible for all users to enjoy and connect 
with our natural and recreational re-
sources,” Arrigo said. “We are pleased 
to see this important access road revi-
talized to provide access to the Quabbin 
Reservoir, a valuable natural and recre-
ational resource for the community.”  

Arrigo credited the dedication of lo-
cal officials for making sure this project 
was completed, with a special thanks 
given to Smola.

Arrigo welcomed Gobi to the podi-
um, who said it was nice to look around 
and see all of the support from the com-
munity, especially the fishermen.

“Our fisherman are extremely im-
portant,” Gobi said. “They are the eyes 
and ears of the Quabbin.”

Gobi said she is grateful to the De-
partment of Conservation and Recre-
ation for its commitment in providing 
safe access to recreational activities for 
residents and visitors to the common-
wealth. 

“It takes a great team to complete an 
important project like this, and I appre-
ciate the partners and supporters that 
worked with us to bring safer roadways 
to this community,” she said. 

Smola echoed Gobi’s sentiments, and 
thanked Arrigo for his work to priori-
tize a significant project in the rural part 
of the state.

“We appreciate the work you do here 
and all over the commonwealth,” Smola 
said. He added that it was “critically im-
portant” to protect the recreational use 
of the area.

Smola also thanked Sydla, saying 
that the completion of the Gate 43 Ac-
cess Road project is a “testament to the 
power of community advocacy and col-
laboration.” 

“Clayton ‘Syd’ Sydla has been a tire-
less champion for the Quabbin Fisher-
men’s Association, and it was his dedi-
cation that brought this project to our 
attention,” said Smola. “Thanks to his 
persistence and the support of our leg-
islative team, we were able to secure the 
necessary funding to make this improve-
ment a reality. This new access road en-
sures that visitors can continue to enjoy 
everything the Quabbin has to offer 
safely and without the risk of damaging 
their vehicles or gear. We are proud to 
celebrate this milestone and grateful to 
everyone who made it possible.”

Oliveira shared his family’s histo-
ry with the Quabbin Reservoir, dating 
back to when his grandfather worked to 
help build it. He said he remembered his 
first time visiting Fishing Area 3 with 
Sydla back in 2021, and how poor the 
condition of the road was. 

“Preserving and enhancing access 
to the Quabbin Reservoir is crucial for 

recreation and the environment,” said 
Oliveira. “The rehabilitation of this 
access road ensures that everyone can 
continue to enjoy one of Massachusetts’ 
most pristine natural resources. I com-
mend the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation for their commitment to 
maintaining this vital connection to the 
beauty and biodiversity of the Quab-
bin.”

Durant said that fishing with Sydla is 
a “rite of passage” for the legislators of 
the region. He stressed the importance 
of the Quabbin Reservoir as a resource, 
not only for drinking water, but also for 
recreation and enjoyment.

“The rehabilitation of the access 
road to Gate 43 and Area 3 is great-
ly welcomed by everyone who uses the 
area for fishing and hiking,” said Du-
rant. “I have fished Quabbin recently 
and heard from people who regularly 
use Gate 43 to bring boats to the reser-
voir that this will improve their access, 
and it will allow a better experience for 
everyone who visits.”

Saunders said he first visited Area 
3 when he went fishing with his father 
as a child. He said the completion of 
the project and the teamwork involved, 
demonstrates how government is sup-
posed to work.

“Improvements to the Launch Area 
3 access road conveys our shared com-
mitment to public access to the Quab-
bin,” said Saunders. “I appreciate the 
hard work of Representative Smola to 
secure this funding and Commissioner 
Arrigo for ensuring this project was un-
dertaken and completed.”

Sydla said Gate 43 is the number one 
fishing area in the entire state, and the 
condition of the access road was pre-
venting many people from enjoying it.

“One year I counted 110 potholes,” 
he said. 

Sydla thanked each of the legislators, 
DCR staff, Fisheries and Wildlife affili-
ates and QFA members for their efforts 
to make the project possible. He also 
thanked DCR Director of Natural Re-
sources Dan Clark.

“In the last two years we’ve been 
talking about this project, Dan has been 
supportive,” Sydla said. 

Sydla encouraged everyone present 
to take a drive down the access road and 
enjoy the beauty of the reservoir. 

“Keep fishing at Quabbin…keep 
fishing at Gate 43,” he said. 

About DCR
The Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Recreation, an agen-
cy of the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 
acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike 
trails, watersheds, dams, and parkways. 

To learn more about DCR, its facili-
ties and its programs, please visit www.
mass.gov/dcr. 

DCR   I  FROM PAGE 1

Department of Conservation and Recreation Com-
missioner Brian Arrigo welcomes people to the rib-
bon cutting ceremony.

The Department Conservation and Recreation held a ribbon cutting ceremony at newly rehabilitated access 
road at Quabbin Reservoir’s Gate 43. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

State Rep. Todd Smola speaks during a ceremony 
held near Gate 43 in Hardwick last Tuesday.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira talks about fishing on the 
Quabbin Reservoir.

State Sen. Peter Durant said the improved access 
road will be a benefit for the region.

State Rep. Aaron Saunders shared memories of fish-
ing on the Quabbin Reservoir.

Director of Rural Affairs Anne Gobi talks about the 
importance of safe access to recreational sites.

President of the Quabbin Fishermen’s Association 
Clayton Sydla thanks the legislators who have 
worked to support the access road project.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—After scoring a 
pair of first half goals by fresh-
man Logan Spring, the Quabo-
ag boys soccer team managed 
to hang on during the final 
40 minutes of the non-league 
match for a 2-1 victory over 
host Ware on a cool night at 
Veterans Field in Ware, last 
Tuesday.

“It became a very close 
game at the end, but it does feel 
very good to win a match,” said 
Quaboag head coach Steve 
Pultorak. “Overall, I’m very 
happy with the players perfor-
mance in tonight’s game.”

The two boys’ soccer teams 
faced each other for the first 
time since the Cougars posted 
a 3-0 shutout during the 2015 
regular season.  

“We do play Ware in a lot 
of other sports, but we haven’t 
played them in boys’ soccer 
in about ten years” Pultorak 

Cougars tip Ware boys

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE—The Tan-
tasqua girls’ soccer team was 
originally scheduled to play the 
other nine Southern Worces-
ter County League teams once 
during the regular season. Be-
cause Bartlett couldn’t field 
a girls’ soccer team this year, 
Tantasqua Athletic Director 
Marcus Backlin needed to find 
another team to fill out the 
Lady Warriors schedule. 

That opponent wound up 
being the Northbridge Lady 
Rams, who faced the Lady 
Warriors twice in a span of five 
days at the beginning of Octo-
ber.   

The first meeting between 
the SWCL rivals, which was 
held on October 3 at Lasell 

Warriors 
fall to 
Northbridge

Anthony Arujo advances up the field. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMSee COUGARS   I   PAGE 11 See WARRIORS   I   PAGE 10

Panthers get by West Boylston

BARRE – Last Mon-
day afternoon, Quabbin 
girls middle school soc-
cer scored one goal in the 
first half and it held up 
as the Panthers defeated 
West Boylston 1-0. The 
Panthers are 4-1 on the 
season.

The Quabbin defense tries to guard against a goal. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI Adalyn Cranston tries to get around a pair of defenders.

Katherine Porter tries to hold on to the ball. Eden Fortier is pressured from behind. Emma Stauder sends the goal kick away.
Lauren Colleton makes her way down the 
field.
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Field in Northbridge, ended in a 1-1 draw. 
Their second meeting was also tied, 2-2, in 
the second half. The Lady Rams managed to 
score the game winning goal with five min-
utes remaining in regulation giving them a 
3-2 victory on Tantasqua’s stadium field, last 
Monday afternoon (Oct. 7).   

“It’s very difficult playing the same team 
twice in a span of five days,” said first-year 
Tantasqua head coach Tara Bruso. “The 
girls played very hard in today’s game, and 
we were able to make a comeback after fall-
ing behind 2-0 in the first half, but we just 
made a couple of mistakes.”

Bruso, who’s a math teacher at Tantasqua 
Regional, replaced Matt Rickson as the girls’ 
varsity soccer coach. She previously coached 
soccer at Bay Path. She’s also a coach for 
the Lady Warriors indoor & outdoor track 
teams.

The Tantasqua girls’ soccer team had an 
8-3-1 overall record following their second 
meeting of the regular season against North-
bridge (8-1-2). The Lady Warriors lost to 
league rival Grafton, 3-1, and they also lost 
a non-league home game versus Wachusett 
Regional by the same score.

A year ago, the Lady Warriors advanced 
to the elite eight of the Division 3 state tour-
nament where they suffered a 1-0 loss at 
Medfield High School. They were ranked 
19th in the Division 3 power rankings. The 
top 32 teams automatically qualify for the 
state tournament. All the other teams who 
finish the regular season with a .500 or better 
record will also earn a berth in the Division 3 
state tournament. 

Tantasqua had two corner kicks during 
the first five minutes in the home match 
against Northbridge, but they couldn’t take 
an early lead.

Down at the other end of the field, the 

Lady Rams built a 2-0 lead following back-
to-back goals. 

Junior Sienna Mastroianni gave her team 
a 1-0 advantage after firing a shot into the 
left corner of the net past Tantasqua junior 
goalie Sarah Parsons (9 saves).

Sophomore Lily Proto, who assisted on 
the Lady Rams first goal, put her name in 
the scoring column a minute later with a shot 
into the right corner. Mastroianni was cred-
ited with the assist.

A little more than ten minutes later, the 
Lady Warriors managed to cut their deficit 
in half when senior Lilina Shiers, who has 
committed to play college soccer at Assump-
tion University next year, blasted a shot from 
the left side of the box into the upper right 
corner. Senior Kaydence O’Neil was credited 
with the assist. 

Late in the opening half, Parsons, who’s a 
first-year varsity starter, made an outstand-
ing save on a breakaway opportunity, which 
kept the score 2-1 at halftime.

In the middle of the second half, the Lady 
Warriors were given an indirect kick by the 
referees after the Northbridge goalie picked 
up the ball which was passed back by one of 
her teammates.

After O’Neil touched the ball, Shiers fired 
a low shot past the wall into the right corner, 
tying the score for the first time.

“Lilina took that shot from a very difficult 
angle, but we practice those types of shots a 
lot” Bruso said. “She’s also a member of the 
track team and she’s an outstanding athlete. 
She’s very humble. I’m very glad to have the 
opportunity to coach her.”

With a little less than five minutes remain-
ing in regulation, Mastroianni gave her team 
the lead back with a breakaway goal, which 
was unassisted. 

The Lady Warriors were unable to score 
the tying goal before the referee blew his 
whistle for the final time.  

WARRIORS   I  FROM PAGE 9

PALMER – Last Wednes-
day afternoon, Pathfinder girls 
soccer got to play on the qual-
ity grass of Legion Field in 
Palmer. But the Pioneers were 

defeated 3-1 to fall to a disap-
pointing 0-10-1 on the season. 
The Pioneers will continue to 
search for their first win on 
Oct. 17 against Franklin Tech.

Pioneers fall to Athol

Jenna McKinney moves toward the sideline. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Samantha Lowe tries to steal the ball away. Goalie Autumn Desrosiers kicks the ball away. Brianna Valley and an opponent compete for the loose ball.

Taylor Allen goes after the ball near midfield. Heydin Heyes is pressured from behind.

WORCESTER – The Worcester Railers HC (1-1-0-0) beat the 
Maine Mariners (1-1-0-0) on Saturday night by the final score of 4-0 
in front of a crowd of 700 at the Fidelity Bank Worcester Ice Center. 
The Railers open the regular season next weekend when they take 
on the Reading Royals at the DCU center on Saturday, October 
19th at 6:05 p.m. 

Worcester jumped out to a 2-0 lead with goals from Jordan Ka-
plan (1-1-2) who struck at 3:43 and Justin Gill (1-0-1) scoring just a 
minute later in the first period. Worcester continued their scoring in 
the second. Connor Welsh (1-0-1) scored at 13:55 to make the score 
3-0 Worcester. Worcester finished the scoring off by notching one 
more in the third. Joey Cipollone (1-0-1) scored the final goal of the 
night, which made it 4-0 when the final buzzer sounded.  

Worcester wasted no time striking first tonight as Jordan Ka-
plan (1st) found the back of the net 3:43 into the first period. He 
was shortly followed up by Justin Gill (1st) who got one by Maine’s 
Ryan Bischel just under a minute after Kaplan got a dish from Matt 
DeMelis. Worcester had an opportunity to score on the power play 
following a tripping penalty with just under 5 minutes in the period, 
but couldn’t find the back of the net. Worcester went into the first 
intermission with the 2-0 lead. Shots favored the Railers 14-5.  

Worcester’s penalty kill got to work early killing off two penalties. 
The first on Anthony Repaci 30 seconds into the second followed by 
Jordan Kaplan at the 12-minute mark. The Railers got their own 
opportunity on the power play with 6:20 to go in the second and 
Connor Welsh (1st) cashed in on passes from Jordan Kaplan and 
Anthony Callin to make it 3-0 going into the third. Worcester out-
shot Maine 14-7.  

Worcester wasn’t done yet as Joey Cipollone (1st) scored on a 
redirected shot 6:08 into the third. The penalty kill would continue 
their perfect weekend after shutting down two Maine power plays. 
The Railers went eight-for-eight on the penalty kill against Maine in 
the preseason. Cipollone’s goal would be the final score of the night, 
cementing the Railers 4-0 shutout victory.  

Railers scored win 
over Mariners
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added. “We’ve scrimmaged Ware in the 
preseason during the couple of years. 
Our j.v. team has also played them be-
fore. I’m not sure why we haven’t played 
them at the varsity level. 

Before the start of the regular sea-
son, the Indians were looking to add 
a non-league opponent to their sched-
ule. Ware Athletic Director Thomas 
Shamgochain contacted Quaboag Ath-
letic Director Dave Bouchard about 
scheduling a game between the two 
boys’ soccer teams.

Ware head coach Charlene Valle is 
a teacher at Quaboag Regional, so she 
was also looking forward to the match.

“I’m a teacher in the Aspire Program 
at Quaboag. I don’t teach any of the 
Quaboag soccer players, but I do see 
them walking in the hallways,” Valle 
said. “Both teams are evenly matched, 
and it was a very exciting game.”  

The Cougars won their first three 
games of the regular season against Da-
vid Prouty, Southbridge, and Bartlett. 
They went 1-8-1 in their next ten match-
es and had a 5-8-1 overall record after 
dispatching the Indians (4-5-2).

The visitors from Warren had a cou-
ple of scoring chances during the first 
twenty minutes of the opening half, but 
they couldn’t get the ball into the back 
of the net past Ware junior goalie Jack 
Gaudreau (9 saves).

After receiving a pass from junior 
Jacoby Labillois in the 22nd minute, 
Spring was able to put a shot into the 
net giving Quaboag a 1-0 lead.

About ten minutes later, the duo 
hooked up once again.

This time, Spring scored a breakaway 
goal and Labillois was credited with the 
assist.

“Logan has been a member of the 
varsity soccer team for a couple of years 

now,” Pultorak said. “He has scored 90 
percent of our goals so far this 
year, but he hasn’t scored a 
hat-trick yet. He was hop-
ing to get one in to-
night’s game.”

The Indians 
then had 
b a c k - t o -
back scoring chanc-
es on shots tak- en by 
senior Owen McKeever.

His first shot on goal, 
which was low, was saved by 
sophomore Blake Lopato (6 
saves). 

A minute later, McKeever had 
another scoring chance on a free 
kick from just outside the box. 
It was another low shot that got past 
the wall, but Lopato, who’s a first-
year starter, made the save keeping 
his shutout bid intact a little bit lon-
ger.

The Indians were still trailing 
2-0 in the middle of the second 
half when they managed to 
slice their deficit in half.

The scoring play began with 
a long pass by junior defender Kyle 
Kaczuwka to McKeever, who chipped a 
shot over the goalie’s head into the net.    

Our goal was started by the defense,” 
Vallee said. “It was a nice pass and 
shot.”

Gaudreau made several more saves 
during the final 20 minutes of the con-
test, but they couldn’t score the tying 
goal down at the other end of the field. 

The Cougars and Indians football 
teams will be facing each other for the 
15th time on Thanksgiving morning at 
Veterans Field in Ware.  

COUGARS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Jacob Toomey sends a pass away. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Connor Shay 
makes his way 
up the field.

Lincoln Brown watches his pass head up the field.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Bogey Doubles
EAST BROOKFIELD – The Bogey Doubles 

league had their first league night in the month 
of October. 

The standings after a total of five weeks worth 
of bowling show the team of Tom Clauson and 
Gary Santora in first place with a total of 27 
points. Just a point shy of first is the second place 
team of Jesse Mondor and Tim Brayton with 26. 

There are three teams in a tie for third place 
with 22 wins, Murphy & Kenneson, Sandman & 
Marvin, and Gauthier & Clough. 

The Team of Rando & MacDougall bowled 
against Sandman & Marvin. In game one, Sand-
man & Marvin took the first game 266-252. In 
game two, Rando & MacDougall won by a score 
of 268-246. In game three, Sandman & Marvin 
won by a score of 254-249. 

However, Rando & MacDougall managed to 
win total pinfall, 769-766. Each team received 
four points. 

Talamini & Gravel bowled against Halbedel 
& Fontaine. In game one, Talamini & Gravel 
won 254-246. In game two, Halbedel & Fon-
taine won 268-257. Aaron Halbedel scored 129 
in game two. 

In game three, Halbedel & Fontaine won the 
last game 248-238. Total pinfall was in favor of 
Halbedel & Fontaine, 762-749. 

The Team of Pellett & Nester bowled against 
Murphy & Kenneson. In game one, Pellett & 
Nester defeated Murphy & Kenneson, 299-261. 
Jim Nester started off with a 134 to earn his 
team a victory. Trever Kenneson started off with 

a 125. 
In game two, Trever Kenneson bowled his 

personal best high game with a 163. Kenneson 
and his partner won game two, 303-273. In game 
three, Murphy & Kenneson won the last game 
266-251. Kenneson finished with a 126 and a se-
ries of 414. 

Total pinfall was won by Kenneson & Mur-
phy, 830-823. 

Renaud & Ward bowled against Clauson & 
Santora. In game one, Renaud & Ward tied with 
Clauson & Santora at 292; each team receives 
one point. Steve Renaud, Sr. started off with a 
136 and Tom Clauson started off with a 132. 

In game two, Clauson & Santora won by a 
score of 281-270. Gary Santora bowled a 122 
and Tina Ward bowled a 123. 

In game three, Renaud & Santora won 278-
247. Ward repeated her second game, 123 in 
game three. Ward & Renaud won total pinfall 
840-820. 

Mondor & Brayton bowled against Gauthi-
er & Clough. In game one, Mondor & Brayton 
264-245. In game two, Gauthier & Clough won 
261-247. Phil Clough bowled 124 to win the sec-
ond game. 

In game three, Mondor & Brayton won the 
last game by one point, 252-251. Clough finished 
with a 119 and a series of 346. Mondor & Bray-
ton won total pinfall by a final score of 763-757. 

In the second round of matches, Jim Nester 
had the high series of 371, which consisted of 
scored of 138, 100 and 133. 

Clauson & Santora are still in first place af-
ter the second round. The team’s winning total 
is now up to 32. Mondor & Brayton are still in 
second place with 30 points. 

Candlepin League News

THOMPSON, Conn. – Justin Bonsignore was in Thomp-
son Speedway victory lane again on Sunday afternoon. For 
the 14th time in his career, Bonsignore captured victory on 
the high-banks in Connecticut - leading the most laps and 
taking the lead back late after a pit road miscue to rocket to 
another win. 

The victory was Bonsignore’s 43rd career on the Whelen 
Modified Tour, giving him sole possession of third place all-
time. His 14th career Thompson win also put him just one 
off Mike Stefanik’s record of 15.

“We worked hard all summer, but haven’t had the best 
car,” Bonsignore said. “We brought back ‘Old Faithful’. 
This car has been sitting bare bones since the last Martins-
ville race and we finally got it back together. It got us back 
into Victory Lane at Thompson and the guys did a great job 
today with the quick turnaround. It’s humbling to be around 
Reggie and Teddy and to have your name mentioned with 
them is really special. Obviously we try not to think about 
that stuff while we’re still racing, but it is really awesome to 
have that much success in this series over the 15 years that 
we’ve been here. Hopefully we’ve got another 14 or 15 years 
in us if  we can stay competitive.”

With the win, Bonsignore closed within five points of 
Ron Silk in the championship battle with two races remain-
ing. The NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour will return to the 
track at North Wilkesboro Speedway on Sunday, October 
20. The series will then visit Martinsville Speedway on Sat-
urday, October 26, for the season-finale. 

Bonsignore scores 
win at Thompson 
Speedway
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The Board of Selectmen received 
a letter from Tim Nason of the Board 
of Water Commissioners regarding the 
discovery and removal of invasive water 
chestnut plants in Doane Pond. 

The letter stated that David Maher 
from Valley View School notified the 
commissioners about the plant, and that 
he and students from the school were 
given permission to remove the plants 
from the pond.

“The Board of Water Commissioners 
thanked and commended Mr. Maher 
and the Valley View students for their 
hard work in identifying and remov-
ing this invasive species of plants, thus 
protecting our watershed and drinking 
water reservoir, Horse Pond,” Nason’s 
letter stated. “By these students and Mr. 
Maher volunteering their time has saved 
the town thousands of dollars in reme-
diation of this invasive plant species.”

Water Superintendent Jamie Fla-
mand said Maher and the students were 
a “big help” in removing the invasive 
plant, which he said he had never seen 
before. Flamand said Maher and the 
students worked to remove the water 
chestnuts from the water by canoe every 
day for a month.

“Right now, it’s only Doane Pond, 
and them ripping it out keeps it from 
getting actually in Horse Pond, which 
is our reservoir,” Flamand said, adding 
that Maher and the students will contin-
ue to remove the plant as they see it. “I 
think it’s a great thing.”

Highway Department report
Randy Morgan, interim Superinten-

dent of the Highway Department, pro-

vided an update to the Board of Select-
men. 

Morgan said since he’s been in the 
position, he has been using American 
Rescue Plan Act funds to complete 
necessary tree work. He has also pur-
chased pipe needed for drainage work 
on Oakham Road.

The department staff also cleaned 
out the Huck’s building and completed 
normal roadside cleanup, weed whack-
ing and trimming. 

Morgan said swale work was com-
pleted on West Brookfield Road, and 
he is also working with National Grid 
to fix a trench that they dug on Main 
Street.

“They’re going to fix that,” he said. 
Morgan said he will also be meet-

ing with a representative from National 
Grid about the possibility of the utility 
company removing some problem trees.

Morgan was joined by Town Admin-
istrator Michael Szlosek to look at the 
town’s four bridges. 

He said he is also seeking estimates 
for catch basin work, adding that 10 of 
them need to be raised up to road level.

Morgan said salt and sand both need 
to be ordered for winter, and a one-, 
three- and five-year paving plan needs 
to be put in place.

Szlosek said the search committee 
to fill the Superintendent’s position re-
ceived eight resumes and narrowed the 
selection down to three candidates. He 
said they will be conducting interviews 
the following week to select the final 
candidates to present to the Board of 
Selectmen.

Resignations and appointment
The board accepted the resignations 

of Town Collector Elizabeth Clemence 

and Council on Aging Outreach Coor-
dinator Darlene Foster. 

Nicole Eccleston was appointed to 
serve as the interim Outreach Coordi-
nator. She had previously worked at the 
Spencer Council on Aging. 

“My heart and soul is working with 
seniors,” she said. “I’m excited for the 
opportunity that I’m going to have with 
you guys.”

Spending requests
The Highway Department requested 

approval to spend $657.85 to purchase 
10-foot square signposts. The board ap-
proved the request.

The board also approved the use of 
Holden Hospital funds in the amount 
of $430 to purchase two AED batteries 
for the Police Department.

General Bylaw Committee
The board approved the formation 

of a General Bylaw Committee to go 
through all of the town’s bylaws and 
identify which ones needs to be amend-
ed or updated. There are three residents 
who have expressed interest in joining 
the committee so far. 

Decorate Our Town seeks members
Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair Eliz-

abeth “Brooke” Canada said the town 
has had a committee that helps with dec-
orating the town during holidays, called 
NBHelps. She said this committee was 
previously called Decorate Our Town, 
which is the name it will return to.

“We have switched it back to Deco-
rate Our Town,” Canada said. “We cur-
rently have one member on that com-
mittee…we are looking for folks who 
are interested in joining a Decorate Our 
Town Committee that would help beau-
tify our town.”

This committee will also be in charge 

of hanging the American flags down-
town in addition to decorating for the 
holiday season. Anyone interested in 
joining the committee, can contact the 
Board of Selectmen.

Asbestos testing
Petraitis said the board received a 

request from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to test the former Aztec In-
dustries property, located at the corner 
of Grove and School streets, for asbes-
tos. He said this testing has occurred in 
the past.

Szlosek said testing may continue in 
the future, depending on what is found 
at the site during testing.

“It’s not intended to be a regular on-
going thing,” he said. “They’ll just mon-
itor it occasionally over time.”

Water main update
Szlosek said the water main project 

is expected to be complete in about two 
weeks, with another week or two after 
that to complete the laterals and the 
hydrants. He said the sidewalk project 
will be starting soon, and phase one is 
expected to be completed by winter.

He said phase one includes a section 
along North Main Street and phase two 
will be along School Street, near the Vi-
bram building. 

Szlosek said Vibram is contributing 
funds to the phase two project, which is 
expected to start in the spring.

Liquor license
The board approved a one-day liquor 

license for the Lions Club of the Brook-
fields for the 18th annual Apple Run 
Walk for Diabetes on Saturday, Oct. 26 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

“They do this every year,” Petraitis 
said. “It’s a fantastic thing.”
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den looked at the trees marked for re-
moval and said they are healthy and not 
in the public way. She said one of the 
property owners she met with did not 
give permission to National Grid to en-
ter their property.

“This is not legal,” she said. “They 
entered her property and marked her 
trees.”

Grimm said these concerns have been 
made clear to National Grid.

Board of Selectmen Chair Jamie 
Goodwin said the town needs more 
transparency from National Grid and 
there needs to be a paper trail of com-
munication. 

“We need to get this in writing, and 
we need an actual articulation of what 
they’re doing, where they’re doing it and 
from soup to nuts,” he said. 

Dowling said she would also like a 
written statement from town counsel 
KP Law about National Grid’s rights to 
access private and public trees. She also 
had questions about National Grid’s 
rights to enter residents’ properties and 
mark trees.

Town Planner Jean Bubon said she 
asked National Grid to provide a de-
tailed plan with colored-coded tree 
markings, as well as property lines and 
how these lines meet the road. She 
said National Grid had previously sent 
someone door-to-door to speak with 
property owners and a new employee 
was just reassigned to continue to try 
and contact property owners.

Bubon said private trees are marked 
red and public trees are marked blue. She 
said all public trees will be placarded. 

She said trees identified as being haz-
ards will also be marked.

Bubon offered to be on site with Na-
tional Grid to meet with property owners.

Town Administrator’s report
Grimm said she went to Street-

er Beach with Department of Public 
Works Director Heather Blakeley. They 
will return to Streeter Beach with repre-
sentatives from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

“We are a little concerned about ac-
cess from [Route] 20 as far as DOT and 
second curb cuts…we’re looking at oth-
er accesses. Everything is sort of on the 
table right now,” Grimm said.

Grimm said a title search and road 
abandonment search can be paid for 
using $30,000 that was previously allo-
cated at a town meeting. She said the 
American Rescue Plan Act committee 
will be voting on whether or not to rec-
ommend funding for design work.

Grimm said she attended the 50th 
anniversary of the Worcester Regional 
Transit Authority at the end of Sep-
tember. Grimm is now on the WRTA’s 
finance committee in addition to being 
the clerk to the executive board.

“They’re getting me numbers on 
that increased service they’re providing 
for us, that’s open to all citizens not se-
niors,” she said. 

Grimm, along with Bubon and Plan-
ning Board Chair Charles Blanchard 
met with an electric vehicle charging 
station installer about possibly placing 
stations at the Senior Center and the 
municipal parking lot at 501 Main St.

Grimm said she attended a virtual 
meeting with the Fire Chief John A. 
Grasso Jr. and others to discuss the 
Department of Transportation’s billing 
reimbursement for towns responding to 
emergency calls on MassDOT highways. 
She said the rate hasn’t been changed 
since 1991 and needs to be reviewed.

Grimm said she has requested that 
MassDOT visit the town, but she re-
ceived an email stating a representative 
will not attend a public meeting. She 
said MassDOT will discuss specific 
projects with her or Bubon, but will not 
meet with the board publicly or discuss 

general or future goals and plans.
“They will provide me answers on 

specific projects, that I can then provide 
to you, but what we really wanted was 
them to come in here and talk about the 
whole Route 20 plan, and they’re not 
going to do that,” she said.

Grimm said money put aside by the 
state for the Route 20 corridor study 
needs to be reallocated after receiving 
no bids on the study. 

Grimm said she attended an annu-
al firefighter legislative breakfast with 
Grasso and Deputy Fire Chief David 
Martell to discuss pending legislation 
and the need to fund public safety build-
ings similar to how school buildings are 
funded.

Annual Facilities report
Facilities Manager Robyn Chrabas-

cz provided her annual update to the 
board, detailing some of the successes 
and challenges the town’s facilities are 
facing.

Chrabascz said this includes emer-
gency issues, such as a couple of ele-
vator entrapments at the library, along 
with broken faucets, urinals and an in-
crease in roof leaks. 

She said in general; the library is in 
“really great shape” with the completion 
of the HVAC project. Next, the focus 
will be on the building’s exterior in-
cluding woodwork and attention to the 
bricks and windows.

“So hopefully by providing mainte-
nance and some additional painting re-
quirements now we can sustain that and 
keep that going for as long as we can,” 
Chrabascz said.

Chrabascz said both the Town Hall 
and Center Office are also in good con-
dition after having been renovated in 
2010. 

She said the Public Safety Complex is 
the “biggest challenge” and being a 24-
hour facility it “really takes a beating.” 
She said the town has a custodian who 

spends 18-hours a week there and that it 
is not enough to clean and provide pre-
ventative maintenance. 

Chrabascz said the Department of 
Public Works building needs more work 
than the Public Safety Complex. 

Chrabascz said she has a full staff of 
four custodians, but it has been difficult 
to keep part-time positions filled. 

She said applying for and managing 
Green Communities grants and keeping 
on top of capital projects keeps her busy.

Police Department report
Police Chief Earl Dessert provided a 

quarterly report about the department 
to the board. He said the department re-
sponded to 2,807 calls for service during 
the month of May; 2,643 calls in June 
and 2,826 call in July.

“Brings us up to 17,366 calls for the 
year as of July,” he said.

Highlights from the month of May 
include a car seat checkpoint held at the 
Public Safety Complex, a kid’s safety 
day held at Old Navy and public safety 
day held at Tantasqua Regional Mid-
dle/High School. During the summer 
months, regular lake patrols and boat 
inspections occurred.

Noble Energy update
Grimm said MassDOT has changed 

its stance on requiring a traffic signal 
near Noble Energy, after doing traf-
fic counts following a soft opening for 
the business. She said MassDOT deter-
mined traffic counts did not warrant a 
need for the signal.

Grimm said Noble Energy will be 
conducting its own traffic counts.

“We are still hopeful we can get the 
light,” Grimm said. 

Appointment 
The board voted to appoint Andrew 

St. George to the position of Recreation 
Director effective Oct. 29. Grimm said 
St. George was selected from a pool of 
15 candidates who applied for the posi-

PODUNK   I  FROM PAGE 1

See PODUNK   I   PAGE 13
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- community -

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

tion following the departure of Annie 
Roscioli. 

She said St. George previously filled 
the same position for the town of Palmer.

Historic property survey
Bubon presented a contract for phase 

three of the historic property survey she 
has been working on with the Historical 
Commission. She said the commission 
voted to award the contract to Easton 
Architects LLP in the amount of 
$58,295, pending approval by the Board 
of Selectmen.

Bubon said they expect to complete 
about 200 inventory cards through this 

process.
“It’s a significant amount,” she said.
The board approved the contract. 

Land acceptance
Grimm said after a long-stand-

ing lawsuit, the court dismissed a case 
against the town for flooding on a pri-
vate parcel of land.

She said the court ordered the land-
owner to pay all attorneys fees and he is 
willing to donate the land to the town 
for conservation. She said town counsel 
KP Law recommended the town waive 
the fees.

The board voted to waive the fees 
and accept the parcel from the land-
owner. 

PODUNK   I  FROM PAGE 1

WARE – The 9th annual Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Walk 
sponsored by the Ware River Val-
ley Domestic Violence Task Force 
will be held on Sunday, Oct. 20 at 1 
p.m. in Veterans Park. 

Join the community for a short 
walk in downtown Ware to show 
support for survivors of domestic 

and sexual violence. There will be 
speakers, a raffle, music, activities 
and exhibits for all ages.

And friends. Wear purple to 
show your support as well.

In case of rain, the event will be 
held across the street in the Town 
Hall. 

9th annual Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk is Oct. 20
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HORSE WINTER BLANKETS, 
size 76, new/used; riding Cap size 
6-7/8, box of leather, bridles etc. Two 
folding saddle stands. Entertainment 
center, 5’x4.5’. Call 508-867-9734.

TIMBERLINE WOODSTOVE, 
good condition with free 1/4 cord wood 
and pallet of Ecobricks, $500 or B.O. 
Beaver Lake area, call Chuck 941-
737-8120.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

CRAFT FAIR
FALL CRAFT & 
VENDOR FAIR 

Pine Valley, 281 Chauncey Walker St., 
Belchertown (off Rte. 21). 

Saturday, Oct. 26, 9-3. 
36 crafters & vendors, indoors & out. 
Snack/lunch bar. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

TAG SALE
FALL CLEAN-OUT 

YARD SALE!
 

Saturday, October 19th 
& Sunday, October 20th, 

9am-2pm! 
121 Oakwood Drive,

East Brookfield. 
Too much to list! No early birds please!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING: Old Collectables. 
We are looking to pay cash for pipe 
holders, tobacco tins, advertising tins, 
beer trays, beer taps, beer signs, brass 
figures, etc. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out.
Teestreasures413@gmail.com 

Call or text: 
413-374-7388 Marty. 

Located in Western Mass.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

STOP WET BASEMENTS NOW!
MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext. 
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome. 
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chimney 
repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.
Lic. #105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

HAMPDEN CARETAKER. 2 bed-
room farmhouse in Hampden avail-
able rent free in return for property 
caretaking and light housework. Send 
personal and professional information 
to: Hampdencaretaker@gmail.
com. Only short listed candidates will 
be contacted.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER 
WANTED. 

Excellent pay & benefits. Must be li-
censed in MA. Pioneer Plumbing 413-
623-5911 or pioneerincoffice@
gmail.com.

WARREN WATER DISTRICT is 
hiring for part-time office help. Please 
apply in person at 988 Main St., 
Warren.413-436-9819. EOE.

FOR SALE SERVICESWANTED SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00
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$28.50
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$29.00
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$29.50
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Base Price
$34.50
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$35.00
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$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

FREE
Students, Homeless 

Shelters, anyone in need of 
good used furniture FREE. 

Every Saturday in October, 
9am-5pm, 

Maple Tree Industrial Park,
 Rte. 20, Palmer.

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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PART TIME SNOW PLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snow plow drivers are need-
ed for the Town of New Braintree for 
the 2024-2025 season. Positions avail-
able for both CDL ($30/hr) and non-
CDL License ($25/hr).
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard Ayer 
at (508) 867-2451 or email hwy-
secretary@newbraintree.org.

SHORT ORDER COOK, breakfast/
lunch. John’s Corner in Ludlow. Call 
John 413-537-2455.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM on Main St. 2000 sq. ft. 
professional building, will sub-divide. 
Call 413-348-3418.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Read your local newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

National  Grid  seeks 
approval to undertake tree 
removal  and  t r imming 
on Scenic Roads in West 
Brookfield, namely Beaman 
Road, Coy Hill Road, Pierce 
Road, Ragged Hill Road and 
Lyon Road. The removal and 

trimming of trees are in rela-
tion to a solar connection on 
Coy Hill Road. 

All trees have been tagged 
for removal and a complete 
list of their locations is post-
ed along with this notice at 
the Town Hall and online at 
www.wbrookfield.com.

The Planning Board and 
Tree Warden will hold a 
public hearing at the Senior 

Center, 73 Central Street, 
West Brookfield at 6:30 PM 
on October 28th, 2024. The 
purpose of the hearing is to 
provide West Brookfield res-
idents with the opportunity to 
discuss the planned removal 
and trimming of trees.

Timothy Morrell 
Planning Board Chair 

10/11, 10/18/2024 

Multiple race options, 
including new shorter 
distances for younger kids

HARDWICK – The East Quabbin 
Land Trust, a nonprofit land trust car-
ing for the land that sustains us, will 
hold its 13th annual Station Loop Ram-
ble run and walk fundraiser on Oct. 20.  

This year’s Station Loop Ramble 
includes a 5-mile classic and a 5K run 
and walk. New this year are a 200-foot 
“mini-run” for children up to age 5 and 
a ¼-mile run for children ages 6-12. 

There will be post-race refreshments, 
games, entertainment, free raffles, and 
more.

“The Station Loop Ramble is an 
event that families look forward to ev-
ery year,” said Cynthia Henshaw, Ex-
ecutive Director of the East Quabbin 
Land Trust in a press release. “The two 
new kids-run distances mean that even 
the youngest among us can be part of 
the excitement and have the chance to 
take home a prize.” 

Registration on the day of the event 
runs from 8:30-9:30 a.m. Participants 
may pre-register online through Oct. 19 
and receive a discount on their registra-
tion. 

Registrations range from free for kids 
to $35 for a family registration, with 
discounts available for first responders, 
seniors, and military. Girls on the Run 
members are also eligible to race for free.

Leaving from the site of the former 
New Braintree train station on the Mass 
Central Rail Trail located at the inter-
section of West Road and Hardwick 
Road, New Braintree, the 5-mile classic 
kicks off at 10 a.m. and takes runners 
past scenic farmland, through deep 
woods, and skirts the Ware River. Each 
mile is marked, and a mid-run water 
stop is provided. 

The 5K run and walk begins at 10:05 
a.m. and is on an entirely flat course. 
The kids runs will begin at 9:30 a.m., 
and children must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

For more information and to 
pre-register, visit www.eqlt.org/sta-
tion-loop-ramble/. All proceeds will go 
to EQLT and support its mission to 
fostering the sustainable use and con-
servation of farmlands, woodlands, and 
waters of central Massachusetts.

About the East Quabbin Land Trust 
Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 

2024, the East Quabbin Land Trust was 
formed in 1994 out of concern for the 
loss of farmland and wildlife habitat to 
unplanned sprawl in and around Hard-
wick, Massachusetts. Since 1998, EQLT 
has expanded its protection efforts to 
Barre, Petersham, New Braintree, and 
other nearby towns. 

By working cooperatively with prop-
erty owners, government agencies, con-
servation groups, and other land trust 
organizations, EQLT has been able to 
protect over 6,200 acres in the region.

13th annual Station Loop Ramble 
Run & Walk to benefit EQLT

- legal notices -

- public safety -

During the week of Sept. 23-29, the 
East Brookfield Police Department 
responded to 147 building/property 
checks, 49 directed area patrols, four 
traffic controls, three radar assign-
ments, nine emergency 911 calls, one 
citizen assist, five assist other agencies, 
six investigations, one trespass, two 
complaints, one motor vehicle accident, 
one scam, one threat, one property 
damage, one safety hazard, eight ani-
mal calls and 24 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of East Brookfield.

Monday, Sept. 23
6:57 a.m. Fire/Auto, West Main 

Street, Services Rendered
7:19 a.m. Complaint, Draper Road, 

Officer Handled
8:15 a.m. Complaint, Draper Road, 

Officer Handled
11:35 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Connie Mack Drive, Unknown Out-
come

3:17 p.m. Fire Alarm, East Main 
Street, Merge

4:36 p.m. Investigation, Draper 
Road, Officer Handled

6:12 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Pleasant Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

7:58 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Harrington Street, Report Taken

Tuesday, Sept. 24
7:20 a.m. 911 Animal Call, North 

Sturbridge Road, Services Rendered
8:59 a.m. Assist Other Agency, As-

sist Officer, Dispatch Handled
10:19 a.m. 911 Medical Emergen-

cy, West Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

10:41 a.m. Scam, Faith Drive, Neg-
ative Contact

1:31 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Po-
dunk Road, Officer Handled

4:19 p.m. Investigation, Dunn 
Brook Road, Officer Handled

4:28 p.m. Threat, West Sturbridge 
Road, Services Rendered

6:46 p.m. Investigation, Hodgkins 
Drive, Negative Contact

Wednesday, Sept. 25
1:58 a.m. Safety Hazard, Podunk 

Road, Checked/Secured
3:18 a.m. Medical Emergency, Po-

dunk Road, Transported to Hospital
6:54 a.m. 911 Disturbance, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled
8:31 a.m. Serve Warrant, Depot 

Square, Arrest(s) Made
11:18 a.m. Investigation, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
11:55 a.m. Investigation, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
6:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

Hodgkins Drive, Report Taken

Thursday, Sept. 26
10:54 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Out of Town, Spoken To
12:13 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 

East Main Street, Unknown Outcome
3:12 p.m. Trespass, West Sturbridge 

Road, Call Canceled

Friday, Sept. 27
10:28 a.m. 911 Medical Emergen-

cy, East Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

4:15 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 
Mack Drive, Spoken To

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-
dunk Road, Citation Issued

5:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

5:37 p.m. Investigation, East Main 
Street, Services Rendered

5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-
rington Street, Citation Issued

7 p.m. Officer Initiated, East 
Brookfield Station, Investigated

Saturday, Sept. 28
9:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Vehicle Towed
6:30 p.m. Building/Property Cehck, 

Blaine Avenue, Investigated
7:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

School Street, Vehicle Towed
11:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation Is-
sued

Sunday, Sept. 29
1:58 p.m. 911 Misdial, West Main 

Street, Checked/Secured
6:48 p.m. Property Damage, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled

During the week of Oct. 7-14, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 10 building/
property checks, 32 directed/area pa-
trols, two radar assignments, three traf-
fic controls, three emergency 911 calls, 
one animal call and three motor vehicle 
stops in the town of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Oct. 8
6:44 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Hardwick Road, Services Rendered

Saturday, Oct. 12
10:01 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Aban-

doned, New Braintree, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

4:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Written Warning

4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Merge

4:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Written Warning

10:34 p.m. 911 Medical Emergen-
cy, Hardwick Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

Sunday, Oct. 13
12:09 a.m. Welfare Check, Moore 

Road, Report Taken
2:43 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Aban-

doned, Scott Road, Spoken To

East Brookfield Police Log

New Braintree Police Log

NORTH BROOKFIELD – A 
Christmas Fair will be held in St. 
Joseph’s Parish Hall, 296 North 
Main St., on Saturday, Nov. 2 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

There will be a bake sale, hand-
made crafts, jewelry and raffles. 
Lunch will be served from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., offering homemade soups, 
sandwiches and apple pie. 

St. Joseph’ Christmas Fair is Nov. 2



 minapa

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

HUGE BIKE SALE BLOWOUT!
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

0 Cutler Rd Ext, Warren, 5.3 acres - $65,000
Warren, very Rural location on 

a gravel road. Fantastic location 
for your new home. The site has 
a road roughed in and easy to 
access. There is a cleared area 
for a house done if that is the 

spot you choose. This lot is 5.3 
acres of natural surroundings.

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

PICK YOUR PICK YOUR 
OWN APPLES!OWN APPLES!

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Open 7 days a week.

Dinner is planned
Farmer Matt’s healthy heat & eat meals 
are ready when you are.

Don’t let busy weeknights get in the way 
of putting a wholesome meal on the table. 
From Shepherd’s Pie to Beef Stew, our vast 
selection of heat & eat meals make quick 
work of dinner prep.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com/heat

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $699,900NEW LISTING – $699,900
46 RAGGED HILL RD.46 RAGGED HILL RD., , WEST BROOKFIELD, MA  WEST BROOKFIELD, MA  

Make this Christmas unforgettable 
in this impressive 2-story colonial, 
situated on over 2 acres of land in 
West Brookfield’s picturesque setting. 
The property showcases a charming 
Farmer’s porch, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, central air, 1st floor mud 
room and 2nd floor laundry room. The kitchen offers custom cabinets, 
upgraded appliances and an 8-foot island with granite countertops. 
The expansive primary suite features a full bathroom and a walk in 
closet. Start or end the day tranquilly on the 12X12 composite deck.  An 
oversized 2-car garage offers additional storage space above. Schedule 
a tour to own this enchanting residence before the holidays.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

MARCH 15
8-Night Bahamas Cruise from $1499

MAY 23 
7-Night Bermuda Cruise from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE 
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!
Deadlines apply…

H

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

NOW OPENNOW OPENNOW OPEN
MANY APPLE VARIETIESMANY APPLE VARIETIESMANY APPLE VARIETIES

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE

U PICK APPLES ALL OCTOBER

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX
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