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46th Annual Apple Country Fair 
held on Brookfield Common

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
46th Annual Apple Country 
Fair was held this past week-
end on the Brookfield Town 
Common.

This annual community 
event showcased over 90 lo-
cal artisans, had live music, 
lawn games, baked goods, 
food trucks, raffles, and an 
apple pie contest. 

This event helps support 
the Brookfield Community 
Club, a charitable organi-
zation that makes grants 
to enrich community life. 
This year’s fair featured 95 
vendors and was the largest 
event put on by the Brook-
field Community Club. 

The Brookfield Commu-
nity Club has been orga-
nizing the Apple Country 
Fair since 1979. The money 
raised at the Apple Country 
Fair has generated grants 
for a number of community 
service projects supporting 

community departments 
such as the Fire Department, 
Council on Aging, and the 
schools. The club also pro-
vided a scholarship, the 
Diane Martell Community 

Service Award for a graduat-
ing Brookfield senior. 

Generations of members 
were highly represented in 
this year’s Apple Country 
Fair. The success of the fair 

is made possible by count-
less volunteers and generous 
donations from local busi-

Sewer Commissioners 
submit resignations

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Board of Select-
man Chair Jason Petraitis 
announced that the board 
received resignations from 
all three Sewer Commission 
members, Charlie Had-
dock, Donald Smith and 
Kevin Valeri. 

Petraitis said both 
Smith and Valeri submit-
ted written resignations 
and Haddock gave a verbal 
resignation. He said Sew-
er Commissioners are ap-
pointed to their positions, 
and the board has assumed 
their responsibilities for the 
time being. 

“We’ll be doing it until 
we can figure out what we’re 
going to do about appoint-
ing people going forward,” 
Petraitis said at the board’s 
Oct. 7 meeting.

The board members 
thanked Haddock, Smith 
and Valeri for their time on 
the commission.

In a follow up interview 

this week, Petraitis said the 
board members would con-
tinue to serve as commis-
sioners until the town has 
completed the wastewater 
treatment plant upgrade 
project.

“We want to make sure 
we’re through the upgrade 
and have a bunch of things 
settled, and that the depart-
ment is on strong footing 
until we look for people to 
replace the commissioners,” 
he said. 

Petraitis also addressed 
statements made by the 
commissioners in their 
resignation letters, which 
identified disagreements 
regarding the issuing of 
abatements as one of their 
reasons for resigning.

Petraitis said the town’s 
sewer abatement policy is 
available through the Sewer 
Department, and the town 
does have a one-time leak 
abatement available to sew-
er users.

Two instances outlined 

Brookfield Common becomes

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
The gazebo on Brookfield Common was decorated for Spookfield on Oct. 4. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Common was the 
home of Spookfield 2025 on 
Oct. 4 and it was a spooky 
time for the community.

The Brookfield Cultural 
Council organized the event, 
and the theme for this year 

was “Season of the Village 
Witch.” The entire event 
took place on Brookfield 
Common and the library an-
nex space. 

The common had various 
activities for kids to enjoy 
including a bounce house, 
face painting, a make and 
take craft table, and wand 
making. For entertainment, 
live music was performed by 

Ryan McKenzie. The gazebo 
was decorated for the occa-
sion, covered in Halloween 
lights. 

Later in the evening was 
a performance by the South-
ern New England Witch 
Dancers Troupe. It was the 
season of the village witch, 

Phantoms by Firelight arrives at OSV
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – For 
the month of October, Old 
Sturbridge Village becomes 
the land of Phantoms by 
Firelight. 

This past week featured 
the opening night of this 
enchanted Halloween ex-
perience with performanc-
es by members of Cyrkus 
Vampyr. This group of trav-
eling performers arrived 
at the Village and used the 
night sky to their advantage 
by igniting with fire-breath-
ing acts and death-defying 
performances by amazing 
talents. 

As part of the Hallow-
een experience, Old Stur-
bridge Village got guests in-
volved in their own version 
of trick-or-treat, Clues & 
Candy. Guests collected a 
Clues & Candy card as they 
entered the Village and set 
out to collect all the stamps 
to complete the card. At the 
end of the evening, guests 
could turn in their cards for 
a bag of treats at the Ox & 
Yoke Café. 

To keep warm, the Vil-
lage Common had a bon-
fire operating and histo-
rians will be entertaining 
guests with family-friendly 
spooky stories. 

Tom Kelleher was one 
of the historians who told 
stories as guests got warm 
by the fire. Kelleher’s sto-
ries were both spooky and 

entertaining. 
The bonfire stories were 

a big hit during Phantoms 
by Firelight. 

The Cyrkus Vampyr 
performers consisted of Ta-
tiana and Nikolai defying 
gravity. Their act took place 
on the Village Common 
just in front of the center 
meetinghouse. Tatiana tip-
toed above a fire board and 
soon took to the air. 

Alexander was another 
performer who is known as 
the Man Upside Down. His 
tricks consisted of obsta-
cles he would cross by the 
strength of his hands and 
feet in the air. Music was 
provided by Svetlana and 
the Dragan and musical ac-
companiment by Fox and 
the Dragon. 

Over by the mill pond 
and sawmill was the fire 
show. This show was called 
Masters of the Flame, per-
formed by the duo, Anasta-
sia and Lucinda. Both per-
formers were able to move 
fire by hand and brought 
the firelight to the village. 

At the Bixby House 
Field there was Philomena 
and Her Magic Rope. Phi-
lomena defied gravity by 
reaching higher and higher 
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Firelight waved as Masters of the Flame performed at the Village.

Spookfield

See PHANTOMS BY 
FIRELIGHT   PAGE 9

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Board of Selectmen Vice-
Chair Jamie Gilman said 
the board received a letter 
regarding the $1 million 
Small Town Road Improve-
ments to Enhance Public 
Safety grant (also known as 
a STRAP grant) for a coor-
dinated project. 

At the Oct. 7 meeting, he 
said there were some road-
blocks in receiving the fund-

ing, which was awarded to 
the town.

“The roadblock really was 
the matching portion of the 
grant,” he said. “The match-
ing portion of the grant in-
cludes an in-kind donation, 
a match, of $169,683.33 to 
be done by the North Brook-
field Highway Department.”

Board of Selectman 
Chair Jason Petraitis said 
this grant match situation is 
what prompted the board to 
change its grant policy.

Gilman gave a break-
down of the work needing to 

be completed by the town’s 
Highway Department. He 
said this grant would poten-
tially delay the town’s munic-
ipal paving project due to the 
required work. 

Gilman said the current 
Highway Department crew 
would be spending about 
three-quarters of the year 
working on sidewalks. He 
said the matching portion 
takes up a lot of the depart-
ment’s resources.

NB Board discussed grant award

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Colby Green was the Apple Country Fair mascot during the 46th Annual Apple Country Fair held on Oct. 11.

Guests received this card for 
Clues & Candy and got it stamped 
throughout the village in exchange 
for treat bags. 
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lb
$222

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/9/25-10/15/2510/9/25-10/15/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN FISH

COD FILLETS .....................................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN LAMB WESTERN

GOURMET BREADED
ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

$144
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$249
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
SMOKED SHOULDER PICNIC 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ......................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$399

$335

lb
$119

$133

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

lb

CUT 
FREE

$699
lb

$1199
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Quabbin Days kicked off at Visitor Center
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The 
inaugural Quabbin Days 
kicked off this past Friday at 
the Quabbin Visitor Center.

Quabbin Days is a cele-
bration of the beauty and 
heritage of the Quabbin Re-
gion and the towns that sur-
round it. This newly incor-
porated celebration consists 
of four days across various 
towns that are connected to 
the Quabbin Reservoir. 

This kick-off helped pro-
mote the Quabbin region and 
what it has to offer. 

“It’s just an amazing place 
right in our backyard,” said 
Clayton Sydla, president of 
the Quabbin Fisherman’s As-
sociation. 

Sydla says this kickoff is 
about the opportunities the 
Quabbin offers, including be-
ing a wonderful place to fish. 
The weather was perfect for 
the occasion as various state 
legislators attended the kick-
off to honor the Quabbin 
and its past. 

Project Coordinator Ed 
Comeau spoke first and 
he said he hoped everyone 
in attendance appreciated 
the sheer beauty of where 
they live as Quabbin is their 
neighbor. The towns sur-
rounding the Quabbin hope 
to promote tourism, hiking, 
and various opportunities 
for visitors all over the world 

to enjoy. 
“I hope Quabbin Days be-

comes an annual tradition,” 
Comeau said. 

The first to speak during 
the kickoff was state Sen. 
Jake Oliveira, who is a big 
advocate of the Quabbin 
Reservoir. Oliveira men-
tioned that many residents 
who live in the eastern part 
of Massachusetts don’t real-
ize that their drinking water 
comes from the Quabbin. 

Many western Massachu-
setts towns are also served 
water by the Quabbin Reser-
voir. 

Providing the Quabbin 
Reservoir involved a lot of 
sacrifice, including the dis-
incorporation of four Mas-
sachusetts towns, Enfield, 
Dana, Prescott and Green-
wich. The project also pro-
vided a lot of jobs in the 
1930s and 1940s and Oliveira 
shared that his grandfather 
was employed during this 
project that created the res-
ervoir. 

Oliveira had a lot of 
memories from going to the 
Quabbin and sees it as a very 
special place. Oliveira ended 
by presenting a citation from 

the Senate and was given to 
Comeau and the Friend of 
the Quabbin in recognition 
of this four-day celebration 
to honor the Quabbin. 

State Rep. Aaron Saun-
ders came up to speak and 
said “we have a complicated 
relationship with the Quab-
bin.” Having the Quabbin 
provides recreational oppor-
tunities, tourism and natural 
beauty of the region. 

Saunders wanted to ac-
knowledge the surrounding 
towns and local boards who 
do a lot to keep this resource 
going. 

Senator Jo Comerford 
spoke next and feels it is “our 
job to recognize and honor 
that service” of what it took 
to bring Quabbin Reservoir 
to this region. Comerford 
hopes Quabbin Days will 
continue for years to come 
and offers opportunity for 
many residents of eastern 
and western Massachusetts. 

Next to speak was state 
Rep. Todd Smola, who is 
quite the fisherman, who 
says it is a spectacular expe-
rience to explore this body 
of water on the actual water. 
Four towns were moved off  
the map to provide this water 
resource that serves over 2.5 
million people. 

“We’re proud of this re-

source,” Smola said. “Make 
sure the voice of the Quabbin 
is heard.”

Representative Susannah 
M. Whipps came up to speak 
next and mentioned how 
many residents of the Com-
monwealth depend on this 
water source. Whipps finds 
it important to pay attention 
and be stewards of this re-
gion. 

Sydla spoke and expressed 
appreciation for all the repre-
sentatives and senators who 
watch over the Quabbin and 
make sure it is still support-
ed. With Quabbin Days offi-
cially kicked off, Sydla hopes 
to see more people explore 
Quabbin in the near future. 
Sydla enjoys going out on 
the water and is a well-ac-
complished fisherman with 
11 gold pins. 

Former State Trooper and 
Selectman for the Town of 
Ware, John Carroll came out 
during the kickoff. Carroll 
said it was nice to recognize 
the sacrifices people of the 
four lost towns made to ben-
efit the Commonwealth. 

Carroll always appreciat-
ed the beauty of the Quabbin 
and describes it as an amaz-
ing place. Carroll enjoys 
walking the dam daily and 
views spectacular sunsets. 

Many guests stuck around 

to explore the visitor center, 
which featured displays and 
history of the Quabbin, as 
well as a documentary pre-
sentation on how the Quab-
bin was built back in the 
1930s. 

Comeau is on the execu-
tive board of the Friends of 
the Quabbin and hopes after 
this first celebration of Quab-
bin Days, the Quabbin will 
build on this momentum. 
The inspiration of Quabbin 
Days came from the passion 
of enjoying the Quabbin and 
the economic drive for tour-
ism. 

Quabbin Days has en-
couraged towns, local busi-
nesses, and community 
groups in the Quabbin region 

to host events that highlight 
the region’s heritage and nat-
ural beauty.  

Comeau views this first 
year as a big success and 
the Friends of Quabbin will 
continue to improve on it. 
Comeau is also a nature 
photographer and has been 
involved in photography for 
many years and says he en-
joys it so much. 

For more information on 
Quabbin Days, visit quabbin-
days.org. 

URLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Pictured left to right are Sen. Jo Comerford, Office of State Sen. Peter Durant Communications Director Kim Mongeau, Quabbin Fisherman’s Association President 
Clayton Sydla, state Rep. Todd Smola, Ed Comeau of Friends of Quabbin, state Sen. Jake Oliveira, state Rep. Aaron Saunders, and state Rep. Susannah Whipps. This 
was during the kickoff of Quabbin Days at the Quabbin Visitor Center. 

The Visitor Center was open for guests to explore the history of the Quabbin, 
including the documentary about how it was constructed in the 1930s. 

State Rep. Aaron Saunders spoke 
during the kickoff of Quabbin Days.

Sen. Jo Comerford spoke on the im-
portance of recognizing the service 
and sacrifice it took to construct the 
Quabbin Reservoir.

Clayton Sydla is the President of the 
Quabbin Fisherman’s Association, 
who spoke highly on the opportuni-
ties Quabbin offers. 

Library hosts 
annual craft fair 
on Oct. 18

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The East Brookfield Public 
Library, 122 Connie Mack 
Drive, will hold its Annual 
Craft Fair on Saturday, Oct. 
18 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Stop by to support local 
artists and start your holiday 
shopping early. There will be 
knitters, doll makers, can-
dles, woodwork, adult cloth-
ing protectors, painters and 
many more. 

This program is free and 
open to the public.

QVARC to host October meeting Featuring DMR demo
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– The Quaboag Valley Am-
ateur Radio Club welcomes 
all amateur radio operators 
and those interested in the 
hobby to its monthly meet-
ing, where members ex-
plore a wide range of topics 
related to ham radio, pub-
lic service, and emergency 
communications.

This month’s meet-
ing will be held on Tues-
day, Oct. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
(a change from the usual 
last-Tuesday schedule to ac-
commodate other events). 
The meeting takes place at 
the West Brookfield Senior 

Center, 162 West Main St.
The featured topic for 

October is Digital Repeat-
ers and DMR (Digital Mo-
bile Radio). DMR is a dig-
ital voice and data protocol 
that allows for clear, effi-
cient communication and 
supports multiple conver-
sations on a single frequen-
cy. It’s increasingly popular 
among amateur radio oper-
ators for its versatility and 
performance.

In addition to the pre-
sentation, attendees will 
be treated to a live demon-
stration of DMR in action, 
offering a hands-on look 

at how this technology 
works and how it can be 
integrated into personal or 
emergency communication 
setups.

QVARC meetings are 
open to all-whether you’re 
a licensed ham, studying 
for your license, or simply 
curious about the world of 
amateur radio. The club 
also offers regular license 
testing for those looking to 
obtain their amateur radio 
license.  

For more information 
about the club, upcoming 
events, or licensing oppor-
tunities, visit QVARC.com.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENTNOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Inaugural Enchanted Market held in Brookfield
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Rod & Gun Club 
hosted the very first Mystics 
& Makers Enchanted Market 
this past weekend.

Despite the oncoming 
nor’easter the Enchanted 
Market was ready to go on 
with over a dozen vendors, 
crafters, artisans, food, read-
ings and good vibes. 

This event was organized 
by Lulu’s AvalonRose Cot-
tage of Spencer. This cottage 
believes in the power of na-
ture and spirit. Wanting to 
promote spirituality, the op-
erators of Lulu’s AvalonRose 
Cottage wanted to host a psy-
chic event and market in the 
local area. 

Associates Lauren and 
Candace thought of the idea 
of a market featuring craft-
ers and artisans and came 
up with Mystics & Makers 
Enchanted Market. The duo 
connected with members of 
the Brookfield Rod & Gun 
Club and allowed them to of-

fer this first-time market. 
Lulu’s AvalonRose Cot-

tage had a booth featuring 
organic herb, tea, and skin-
care products. This cottage 
is committed to embracing a 
holistic approach, blending 
nature’s gifts with spiritual 
tools. At the market, Lulu’s 
also had jewelry, candles, 
and baked goods. They also 

offered metaphysical tools 
including items like crystals, 
candles, herbs, incense, jour-
nals, oils and tarot cards.

To a writer’s surprise, 
there were various types of 
soaps, including one called 
“Drago” soap. 

“It empowers your dragon 
soul,” Lauren said. 

Inside the club there were 

psychic readings 
and healings of all kinds. 
Families and friends came 
out from all over New En-
gland to explore and support 
local vendors and experience 
psychic readings and heal-
ings. 

One Massachusetts-based 
vendor who attended the 
enchanted market was the 

Queen’s Grove. 
This is a traveling witch and 
pagan shop featuring hand 
crafted jewelry, textiles, meta-
physical tools, and healing 
services. 

The Queen’s Grove offers 
a fresh approach to witch-
craft and pagan spirituality, 
brought to life by Ealdgyth, 
Sionnach and Hawkeye.

Queen’s Grove also offers 
various spiritual services. 
These services include energy 
healing, spiritual counseling 

and past life regressions
Members of Lulu’s Ava-

lonRose Cottage look for-
ward to hosting the Mystics 
& Makers Enhanced Market 
on an annual basis. The cot-
tage is looking to host anoth-
er market sometime in the 
spring. 

Lulu’s AvalonRose Cot-
tage is located at 137 West 
Main St. in Spencer. More 
information can be found at 
avalonrosecottage.com. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Jewelry and magical textiles made by The Queen’s Grove. 

Hand burned woodcrafts by Mad Crafterz.

in Valeri’s resignation let-
ter referenced abatement 
requests for properties on 
Union Street and St. Clair 
Avenue. 

Petraitis said the home-
owner of the Union Street 
property requested an abate-
ment after watering their 
lawn, which was denied by the 
board at a recent meeting, as 
it did not meet the criteria for 
an abatement.

He also explained that 
when the town issues an 
abatement, currently, it is 
based off an average of the 
sewer user’s last three bills. 

“It doesn’t go by usage, 
which is problematic when 
you do the abatement,” Pe-
traitis said, adding that the 
town is looking into changing 
this policy.

The recent $130 per user 
increase in the minimum 
charge further complicates 
the way an abatement is cal-
culated.

“If we had allowed that 
abatement, we probably 
would have had to give every 
single user an abatement for 

that fee,” Petraitis said.
In regard to the denial of 

an abatement request for the 
St. Clair Avenue property, 
Petraitis said the homeowner 
had their sewer tie-in fee of 
approximately $4,000-5,000 
waived after it was discovered 
that the house was not con-
nected to the town’s system.

Petraitis said the issue 
came to light several winters 
ago, when a freeze caused the 
sewer to back up in the home-
owner’s house. A scope of the 
lines showed that the house 
was not tied in to the sewer 
system, and further investiga-
tion through use of a dye test 
showed that the sewage was 
being emptied directly into a 
storm drain. 

He said once the issue was 
detected, the homeowner was 
immediately tied in to the sys-
tem by the Highway and Sew-
er departments. 

“There was no great loss 
on this customer’s part to 
North Brookfield,” Petraitis 
said. “North Brookfield took 
care of him.”

Petraitis said the home-
owner requested a large abate-
ment for their sewer fees after 

it was found the house was 
not tied in, but he explained 
that the homeowner was still 
utilizing the town’s infrastruc-
ture. This abatement request 
was recommended by the 
Sewer Commission but de-
nied by the Board of Select-
men.

“Mass General Law has 
something that the town can 
adopt that says if  the sewer 
goes by your house, wheth-
er you use it or not, you pay 
for it,” he explained. “North 
Brookfield adopted that way 
back in the day. So therefore, 
he’s still using our infrastruc-
ture and he’s still supposed to 
pay for it according to Mass 
General Law.”

In terms of changes be-
ing made in the Sewer De-
partment, Petraitis said the 
board is looking to shift 
the sewer billing to quar-
terly invoices. He said this 
change would be of benefit 
to both the residents and 
town, making it easier for 
sewer users to stay current 
in their billing. 

“We’re going to end up 
going to quarterly billing be-
cause it’s better,” he said.

RESIGNATIONS
FROM PAGE 1

Historical Society presents program on Louisa May Alcott
STURBRIDGE – On 

Thursday, Oct. 23 at 7 p.m., 
the Sturbridge Historical 
Society is hosting local res-
ident Ellen Duzak who will 
present the program “Stroll-
ing Through Concord with 
Louisa May Alcott,” at the 
Publick House.

It is amazing to reflect 
upon the remarkable women 
and men who inhabited 19th 
century Concord. Henry 
James referred to that town 
as the “biggest little place in 
America.” 

Using the lens of Louisa 
May Alcott’s young experi-
ence of living with all the lit-
erary greats of the American 
Renaissance as her neigh-
bors and friends, this lecture 
will explore the town and 
its vibrant and innovative 
cultural revolution. Visits to 

the homes and lives of Em-
erson, Thoreau, Hawthorne 
and wife Sophia Peabody, 
and visiting guest Margaret 
Fuller, and of course Lou-
isa’s own Alcott home, are 
highlights of the townwide 
stroll.

Ellen Duzak is a retired 
Professor of Psychology at 
Becker College. For a decade 
after retiring, she taught 
courses on historical and lit-
erary giants of the New En-
gland area at the Worcester 
Institute for Senior Educa-
tion at Assumption College. 
Recently, she has given lec-
tures in local libraries and 
civic organizations. 

She has had a passionate 
love of the Concord area, its 
political and literary histo-
ry and its people, since first 
visiting Louisa May Alcott’s 

Orchard House as a child. 
With her husband, she has 
been a colonial re-enactor in 
the Concord area as well as 
in Sturbridge. 

She is active in the Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library and 
has been a part of their book 
discussions for over 30 years.

Duzak will challenge the 
audience to imagine living 
in Concord in the 1840s 
when this first truly Ameri-
can literary voice and ethos 
bloomed. Then, she will ask 
the group to imagine how 
1840s Sturbridge area resi-
dents would have responded 
to these radical ideas that 
were forming our Ameri-
can voice in literature and 
ethics.\The program is free 
and open to the public and 
is graciously hosted by the 
Publick House.

Registration open for EQLT’s Station Loop Ramble
NEW BRAINTREE – 

The East Quabbin Land 
Trust will holds its 14th an-
nual Station Loop Ramble 
on Sunday, Oct. 19 begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. with the 
start on Depot Road at the 
intersection of West and 
Hardwick Roads on part 
of the Mass. Central Rail 
Trail.

This is a new course due 
to construction. The five 
mile classic is a hilly road 
race with a flat fast finish on 
Hardwick Road. The Kids 
Run and 5K run/walk are 
entirely on a flat course on 
the Mass Central Rail Trail. 

Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m. The race begins 
and ends at the site of the 
former New Braintree Train 
Station, travels past scenic 
farmland, through deep 
woods and skirts the Ware 
River. Adults must accom-
pany children running this 
course. Each mile is marked 
and mid-run water supply is 
provided.

Start times are 9:30 a.m. 
for five and under 200 foot 
dash and 9:40 a.m. for the 
¼ mile 6-12 year old run. 
The 5K starts at 10 a.m. 
and the 5 mile classic at 
10:05 a.m.

There will be post race 
refreshments, games, en-
tertainment and more. 
Award ceremony is at 11 
a.m. Entry fee is free for 
ages 5 and under, $10 for 
ages 6- 12, $25 early bird 
online registration by Fri-
day, Oct. 17 (10% discount 
for seniors, veterans and 
first responders) and $30 
day of race. A family regis-
tration for up to six mem-
bers is $35. 

For more informa-
tion, people may vis-
it www.EQLT.org/sta-
tion-loop-ramble/ or call 
413-477-8229.

Senior Center lists upcoming events in October
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – The North Brook-
field Senior Center, located 
at 29 Forest St., will offer 
the following events and ac-
tivities during the month of 
October.

Oct. 20, Music Bingo 
at 10 a.m.; Oct. 23, Free 
Art Class at 11 a.m.; Oct. 
28, A.I. for Seniors at 11 
a.m.; Oct. 29, Halloween 
Party at noon; and Oct. 
30, Free Drawing Class at 

11 a.m. 
Medicare Help will be 

available every Thursday, 
beginning Oct. 16. Please 
call 508-867-0220 for an ap-
pointment.

Pumpkin Walk & Carving Contest comes to Riverlands
STURBRIDGE – The 

Sturbridge Conservation 
Department is thrilled to 
host this brand-new com-
munity event – the first ever 
Sturbridge Pumpkin Walk & 
Carving Contest – a glowing 
night of fall fun at the Riv-
erlands.

The event will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 6-8 
p.m. at the Riverlands Trail, 
52 Stallion Hill Road. 

A half-mile loop will be 

lined with glowing carved 
pumpkins. There will be con-
test categories for kids, teens, 
adults, and local businesses, 
and there will be a special 
category for hand-painted 
pumpkins (ages 5 and under)

This event is free to attend 
and fun for all ages.

Want to enter? Register 
your pumpkin at the Con-
servation Commission’s page 
at https://www.sturbridge.
gov/conservation-commis-

sion/pages/great-sturbridge-
pumpkin-walk-carving-con-
test-2025.

Pumpkin drop-off is 4:30-
5:30 p.m. on the event day. A 
complete list of contest rules 
is posted on the above web-
site. 

Volunteers are welcome to 
help make this magical night 
happen. For more informa-
tion, contact Lauren Vivier 
at 508-347-2506 or LVivier@
sturbridge.gov.
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I’m in poor health and need to know 
my Social Security options

Dear Rusty: 
I plan to stop 

working very 
soon. 

My health is 
not good. I am 66 
years old, born 
in June 1959, so 
my full retirement age is 66 
years and 10 months. My 
wife passed away in March 
2024 and she was collecting 
SS benefits when she died. I 
have no dependent children. 
In general, what benefits am 
I entitled to? 

Signed: Unhealthy and 
Struggling 

Dear Unhealthy and 
Struggling: 

Sorry to hear that your 
health is failing and that 
you will need to stop work-
ing soon. But do not fear,  
Social Security will be there 
for you. Here is some info 
to help you decide your next 
possible steps: 

Since you will not reach 
your full retirement age un-
til next year in April 2026, 
your earnings limit from 
working for this year is 
$23,400 or $1,950/month. 
The earnings limit will ap-
ply only if  you decide to 
claim Social Security early 
(this year). 

If  you decide to take 
Social Security this year, 
your earnings from before 
you take SS won’t count, 
but your monthly earnings 
for the remaining months 
of this year will be subject 
to the 2025 monthly limit 
($1,950). If your month-
ly earnings exceed that 
amount, you won’t be enti-
tled to SS benefits for that 
month, unless your total 
earnings for 2025 are less 
than $23,400. If you don’t 
exceed the annual limit, 
your 2025 Social Security 
benefits won’t be affected by 
your work earnings. 

Next year, the year you 
attain your Full Retirement 
Age, your earnings limit will 
be much higher about 2.5 
times more or something 
more than about $63,000. 
If your 2026 earnings up 
through March do not ex-
ceed that limit, then you 
can claim your SS benefits 
a bit earlier in 2026 before 

your FRA and your bene-
fits won’t be affected, except 
that your monthly benefit 
amount will be permanently 
reduced by .556% for each 
month you claim before 
your FRA. 

For example, if  you were 
to claim for your SS to start 
in January 2026, you would 
get 98.3% of your FRA 
amount. So, provided your 
work earnings won’t exceed 
about $63,000 between Jan-
uary and March 2026, you 
could claim effective Jan-
uary 2026 without worry-
ing about Social Security’s 
earnings test. 

So, depending upon your 
health, you could claim SS 
to start in January 2026, 
likely without worry about 
the earnings test and would 
get about 98.3% of your 
FRA benefit. Or, health 
permitting, you could wait 
to claim SS starting in April 
2026 to get 100% of the 
benefit you’ve earned from 
a lifetime of working. Point 
is, you just need to be care-
ful not to exceed Social Se-
curity’s earnings tests prior 
to reaching your Full Re-
tirement Age or SS will take 
away some of your benefits. 

They “take away” by 
withholding future monthly 
payments as long as needed 
to recover what you owe. 
Worse case penalty for ex-
ceeding the 2026 monthly 
limit would be no benefits 
for any month you exceed 
about $5,300 or a penalty of 
$1 for every $3 over the lim-
it if  you exceed the 2026 an-
nual limit before your FRA. 

You do, however, have 
another option as your 
wife’s surviving spouse: You 
can claim your benefit as a 
surviving spouse prior to 
claiming your own SS retire-
ment amount. But the earn-
ings test described above 
(if  you claim before your 
FRA) would also apply to 
your survivor benefits. So, 
again, your plans for work-
ing enter this decision. If  

you decide to 
stop work-
ing this year, 
you could, 
for example, 
decide to 
claim your 
s u r v i v o r 

benefit this year and col-
lect that until you reach 
your FRA in April 2026 
when you would get 100% 
of your personal SS retire-
ment amount. In fact, you 
might even decide to collect 
your survivor benefit lon-
ger, allowing your own SS 
benefit to grow until you are 
70, at which time you would 
get about 25% more than 
your FRA amount. Indeed, 
if  your survivor benefit is 
higher than your personal 
age 70 amount, you can just 
continue to claim the higher 
amount. 

I suggest that when you 
decide that you must stop 
working full time, you 
contact Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 to discuss 
whether it is best to claim 
your survivor benefit from 
your wife first and delay 
claiming your own until 
a later time to get a high-
er amount. You can make 
an appointment to discuss 
your options with SS over 
the phone, before deciding 
when (and what) to claim. 
And, of course, if  you have 
any further questions, we 
are always here to assist you 
with your decision. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the Associ-
ation Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

Jack Frost has come and 
gone; time to review

Usually we have a few 
nights that teeter around the 
freezing mark each fall, giv-
ing us an advanced warning 
of sorts, before a real deal 
killer frost strikes. Not so this 
year.  

I tuned into the weather 
last Tuesday night and to my 
shock, we were expecting 
temperatures to dip into the 
mid to high 20s Thursday 
night into Friday morning! 
That meant going into ex-
treme harvest mode to get ev-
erything indoors that needed 
to be and trying to cover what 
I couldn’t get to.

I was trying to hold off 
on harvesting my Butternut 
winter squash, hoping for the 
green tinges of the skin to 
fade to a warm buff color, but 
by the time Wednesday rolled 
around I had to give in and 
pick them. I think they are 
mostly ripe.  

I grew three total hills this 
year, two of a variety Mom 
had saved the seeds of and 
one of a highly touted, pow-
dery mildew resistant F1 hy-
brid by the name of “Little 
Dipper.”  I was lured in by 
the catalog description that 
promised seven plus fruits 
per plant.  

From my two plants in 
that one hill, I harvested 15. 
Pretty good, I’ll say! They 
range in weight from just 
about a pound and a half to 
over five pounds, with most 
around the 3.5 pound mark.  

I already cut into one, 
and roasted it. Not being 
used to such a dry texture, I 
added a little water when I 
whipped it up and it was fla-
vorful enough. And true to 
its description in the Fedco 
catalog (fedcoseeds.com) it 
was indeed powdery mildew 
resistant.  

The leaves were incredi-
bly green and still pumping 
out flowers until they were 
struck by frost. Will I grow it 
again? Yes.  

One mention: the seeds 
took forever to germinate. 
I start mine indoors in ear-
ly May. They were easily a 
week or 10 days behind the 
open pollinated squash and 
pumpkins I germinated in-
doors.

Another squash that was 
new to my garden this year 
was an Acorn squash by the 
name of “Festival”  from Re-
nee’s Garden (reneesgarden.
com). I typically don’t veer 
from growing butternuts due 

to a heavy load of squash 
vine borers on all other spe-
cies, but the seed packet was 
so pretty that I succumbed to 
an “impulse buy.”  

I figured I could grow 
them to eat, and also use them 
for autumn decorations. The 
cream-colored squash are 
splashed with orange, yellow 
and/or green and reportedly 
will keep up to three months.  

From four plants I har-
vested 21 squash; not too 
shabby for vines that are semi 
bush. I tried two plants in one 
of my raised beds as an ex-
periment, and they did great 
there, as did the two in the 
main garden.  

I cut one in half, removed 
the seeds and roasted it cut 
side down until fork tender. 
To me, acorns are on the blah 
side but all that changes with 
the addition of some maple 
syrup.  

As far as the vine borers 
go, the plants were early to 
bear and quick to ripen. By 
the time the borers discov-
ered them most fruits were 
curing right on the plants. I’ll 
definitely be growing them 
again.

Mouse Melon, also known 
as Cucamelon was a newbie 
as well, and one that I was not 
sad to see go when the frost 
hit. I sowed the seeds indoors 
and planted the transplants 
along one side of an A-frame 
trellis.  By August I had the 
cutest mini-watermelons, 
think the size that would be 
perfect Barbie Doll food!  

My appreciation for this 
trial ended with its cuteness, 
however. To me it tasted like 
a bitter cucumber, with a little 
bit of a kick to it. Not a fan.  

I did enter them in the 
Ware Grange fair, however, 
and won first place in the 
“any other” category!  

Stay tuned next week for 
more reviews and also what 
strategies worked and what 
didn’t!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For 33 years she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  
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LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop
6 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076
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5 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
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SABLACK
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Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE7

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM
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2 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. 
(Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

8

• BUSINESS 
• AUTO 
• HOME 

• LIFE

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West St.

413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main St.
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com
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nesses and restaurants. 
Another known tradition 

at the fair is the quilt. This 
is a centerpiece of the Apple 
Country Fair and is part of 
the finale to wrap up the fair. 

This year’s quilt was 
beautifully designed by De-
nise Charpentier, Marie Op-
rica, and Susan Finney. The 
design of the quilt is differ-
ent each year, and this year’s 
quilt was all about flowers.

Raffle tickets for the quilt 
were sold by the Brookfield 
Community Club at the raf-
fle table on the day of the 
fair. Fairgoers could also 
buy tickets to win other nice 
prizes provided by various 
local businesses. 

The Brookfield Commu-
nity Club produces other 
events throughout the year, 

according to Emily Byrer 
of the club. The club also 
hosts its annual Earthy Day 
clean up. After nearly half a 
century, the Apple Country 
Fair is the largest event put 
on by the Brookfield Com-
munity Club. 

“The largest event the 
club produces,” Byrer said. 

Over by the gazebo was 
the art display by students 
of Willow Brook Academy 
in Brookfield. Shelby Hill of 
the Academy greeted fairgo-
ers passing by the art display 
as it showed the talented 
artwork themed with apples 
and apple pie. Students also 
decorated an example of the 
life cycle of an apple. 

Another popular tradi-
tion of the Apple Country 
Fair is apple pie. Members 
of the Brookfield Congre-
gational Church made 260 
apple pies in this year’s fair. 

Speaking of Apple 
Country, members of Apple 
Country Radio/WACF-LP 
had a booth to share infor-
mation about the local radio 
station. Since signing on the 
air in 2017, Apple Country 
Radio has been operating at 

an old office space that was 
donated by Gavitt Wire Ca-
ble Company at 20 Central 
St. 

This Brookfield-based 
community radio station is 
relocating to a leased space 
at the Brookfield Town Hall. 

Sharon Mahoney and Kev-
in Erkkila were sharing in-
formation about the radio 
station during the Apple 
Country Fair. 

Apple Country Radio 
provides music, news and 
entertainment to the great-
er Brookfield area. It also 
promotes and supports 
community arts, education-
al, cultural and municipal 
events and activities. The 
station also provides public 
service announcements and 
up to the minute emergency 
information. 

The Brookfield Congre-
gational Church was busy 
hosting a tag sale during 
the fair. Various items were 
available, including some 
adorable ceramic piggy 
banks. Jessica Safford and 
her wonderful assistant 
Willa Safford of Metamor-
phosis Hair Design offered 

feather hair extensions at 
their booth, which was sta-
tioned just in front of the 
church. 

There was also a booth 
for (SONG) Supporting Or-
phans Nationally & Glob-
ally, an organization caring 
for orphaned children since 
1999. Providing the infor-
mation was Support Coor-
dinator, Tim Kane. 

The Apple Country 
Fair also hosted an apple 
pie contest. Entries for the 
contest were accepted at 
the Brookfield Fire Station 
next to the Town Hall. The 
categories are for children 
under 12, ages 13-19, and 
adults ages 20 and older. 

The Annual Apple 
Country Fair is a beloved 
community event put to-
gether by volunteers and 
helps enrich community 
life. 

APPLE COUNTRY FAIR
FROM PAGE 1

Darlene Dean, left, and Gwen Yaskoski of the Brookfield Congregational Church 
kept busy with all the pies. 

The Brookfield Congregational Church baked 260 apple pies for this year’s Apple 
Country Fair.

Decorated sugar cookies were made by One Bite Bakery of Shrewsbury.

The design of the apple life cycle was created by students of Willow Brook Academy.
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Christine Pekala Jeffery was raised in Monson, graduated from The Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital School of Nursing and worked at Mary Lane Hospital. 

In 1976 she married Reid C. Jeffery. They have 2 children, Reid Jr. and Jessica. After 
Virginia Jeffery retired in 1983 began working at Jeffery and Son Deputy Collectors and later 
became President of Jeffery and Jeffery Inc.

Christine is active in mission and ministry at Trinity Episcopal Church in Ware. Member 
of MA Collector/Treasurer’s Association, National Altar Guild Association, Quaboag Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Clowns of America Inc. She enjoys walking on the beach at Cape 
Cod and expeditions and adventures with Reid.  

Jessica Jeffery Morra born in Ware, graduate 
of Wilbraham Monson Academy 00’ and Union 
College 04’. Married to Robert Morra 2010 with two 
kids Annabelle and Jameson. Currently a resident 
of Belchertown. I have been working at Jeffery & 
Jeffery Inc. full time since 2004, but in reality, it has 
been in my blood since the day I was born. In her 
free time, she is busy shuttling her kids to dance, 
soccer softball, baseball, basketball, drum and guitar 
lessons. She also enjoys playing pickleball and 
relaxing on her front porch with her husband.

Lauren E. Adamczyk Jeffery, 
born in N.C., raised in Ware. 
Lauren worked in the insurance 
industry prior to joining the family 
business in 2008. Lauren married 
Reid C. Jeffery Jr. in 2001 and 
they share 4 children. In her spare 
time Lauren enjoys gardening, 
cooking, is a expert seamstress 
and doing construction at her 
father’s business. 

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc. was founded by Virginia Marland Jeffery in 1969

Pictured are Chris Jeffery, Jessica Morra and Lauren Jeffery

Deputy tax ColleCtors

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.
137 Main Street  •  PO Box 720 •  Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
413-967-9941     www.jefferyandjeffery.com

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

In 2002, Cassie Paolucci and her 
husband, John Paolucci, opened Main 
Street Liquors in West Brookfield.

In 2005, Cassie received her realtor 
license and began selling real estate 
for Quaboag Valley Real Estate. Cassie 
earned her broker license and opened 
Post Road Realty in 2013 with husband 
John.

“I love meeting people and helping 
people with one of their biggest 
purchases in life,” said Cassie. “I 
maintain relationships, not just clients 
but friends. I value all my past and 
future clients and have worked hard to 
have solid friendships,”

Cassie also operates Post Road 
Storage, which has just become Post 
Road Storage & Billboards. “It’s a 
resource that Post Road can offer their 
clients storage space, either before the 
move in or move out stages.  And now, 
we offer billboards which opens doors to 
local businesses to market themselves.” 
Cassie also has rental properties which 
is often used as a benefit to the buyers 
or sellers of the properties.

Cassie has a strong knowledge of the 
construction industry.  She has built new 
homes and renovated homes for resale. 
“Knowing the contractors and the costs 
of building, helps me provide a stronger 
input to a seller or buyer that they can 
count on,” said Cassie.

Cassie has a daughter, Isabella, and 
a son, Vinny, and three dogs, Gino, Enzo 
and Rocko, On her off time, she enjoys 
gardening, camping. She has chickens 
and three beehives.

“It’s not just a job, it’s a passion. This 
job is not all roses but the satisfaction of 
helping a family makes it right for me,’” 
said Cassie.

Cassie Paloucci
Broker/Owner, Post Road Realty

WOMEN’Sweekweek
national

businessbusiness

The business landscape 
is continually evolving, 
shaped by the relentless de-
termination and innovative 
spirit of visionary leaders 
of industry. Entrepreneurs 
come in many types, and 
a significant percentage 
of trailblazers are women. 
Women entrepreneurs have 
built global empires and in-
spired many young girls and 
women to follow in their 
footsteps. 

Global Entrepreneur-
ship Monitor says one in 
three high-growth entre-
preneurs and nearly two in 
five export-oriented start-
ups were led by women, 
according to its latest report 
of women’s progress in en-
trepreneurship over the past 
25 years. Forty-two percent 
of all American firms are 
women-owned businesses, 
according to Ecommerce-
tips.org. In many regions, 
women are driving forces 
behind new business cre-
ation. Here’s a deeper look 
at some of the women en-
trepreneurs that have made 
their mark.

• Oprah Winfrey: It 
wouldn’t be a complete 
list of women entrepre-
neurs without Oprah Win-
frey. Despite a challenging 
childhood, Winfrey built a 
multimedia empire from 
the ground up, becoming 
a self-made entrepreneur. 
From her talk show to the 
founding of Harpo Pro-
ductions and the Oprah 
Winfrey Network (OWN), 
Winfrey became the first 
Black woman to achieve 
billionaire status.

• Melanie Perkins: 
Perkins is the co-founder of 
the popular graphic design 
platform Canva. At around 
age 19, Perkins had the idea 
to make graphic design ac-
cessible to everyone, even 
those without many design 
skills. She persevered de-
spite facing numerous rejec-
tions from investors. Now 
Canva is a multi-billion dol-
lar global success story.

• Whitney Wolfe 
Herd: Online dating has 
helped pair many successful 
couples. Many have Herd to 
thank, as she is the CEO of 
the dating app Bumble. The 
concept of the app is unique 
from other platforms, as it 
requires women to make the 
first move, a concept that 
has helped empower wom-
en. At 31, Herd became the 
youngest woman to take a 

U.S company public.
• Kiran Mazum-

dar-Shaw: Shaw is an Indi-
an billionaire entrepreneur, 
and the executive chairper-
son and founder of Biocon 
Limited and Biocon Bio-
logics Limited. These are 
biotechnology companies 
based in Bangalore, India. 
Shaw is known for being 
India’s first woman entre-
preneur and the country’s 
richest self-made woman.

• Arianna Huffington: 
Huffington is a digital jour-
nalism pioneer. She is the 
co-founder of The Huffing-
ton Post and founder and 
CEO of Thrive Global, a 
wellness and health plat-
form. 

This is just a short list 
of the many women entre-
preneurs that have helped 
shape the world. 

Women entrepreneurs 
who have helped to 
shape the world 
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Warriors fall to Orioles
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN—It 
doesn’t matter if  a team has 
an undefeated record or a 
winless record, Belchertown 
girls’ varsity soccer coach 
Kyle Thibeault always treats 
each opponent the same 
way.

The Belchertown Lady 
Orioles held a 2-0 halftime 
lead against Tantasqua Re-
gional in a non-league home 
match.

The Lady Warriors, who 
made the trip to Western 
Mass. looking to celebrate 
their first win of the season, 
had a couple of chances to 
tie the score at the start of 
the second half, but were 
unable to accomplish the 
feat. The Lady Orioles put 
the game out of reach with 
three more goals leading to 

a 5-0 victory, last Wednes-
day night.

“Every team that we play 
is going to give us a hard 
fought battle,” Thibeault 
said. “You just have to show 
up and play every game at a 
high level. You can’t look at 
a team’s record. Tantasqua 
battled us for almost the en-
tire game.”

The Lady Warriors (0-
12) are members of the 
new Central Mass. Athletic 
Conference (A) Division, 
along with Sutton, Nipmuc, 
Douglas, and Auburn. 

It was the fourth meeting 
on the soccer pitch between 
Tantasqua and Belchertown 
since 2022. 

While the Lady Orioles 
squeaked out a 4-3 win in 
last year’s meeting in Fisk-
dale, the Lady Warriors 
posted a 3-0 victory in their 
first visit to the Belchertown 
High School stadium grass 
field in 2023. 

Last Wednesday’s home 

win improved the Lady Ori-
oles overall record to 5-6-
2. They’re members of the 
Coombs Division and were 
ranked 11th in the MIAA Di-
vision 3 power rankings.

“I think we’re capable of 
competing against any team 
on our schedule,” Thibeault 
said. “Most of the teams in 
our league are in Division 2, 
which helps us in the state 
rankings.” 

The contest remained 
scoreless until the 25th min-
ute of the opening half.

That’s when the Lady 
Orioles finally broke the ice 
with a corner kick goal.

Sophomore Adelina 
Gualberto booted the ball 
into the box from the right 
corner where it was headed 
by senior Alexa Karabetsos 
into the left corner of the net 
past senior goalie Sarah Par-
sons (19 Saves).

“Set pieces are always 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

F I S K D A L E — K e n 
Lachapelle won his first 
game as the head coach 
of the Northbridge High 
School football team 
during the fall of 1975. 
He became the first high 
school football coach in 
Massachusetts to win 400 
games last November.

Lachapelle, who’s plan-
ning to retire from coach-
ing at the end of this sea-
son, entered last Friday 
night’s non-league contest 
at Tantasqua Regional 
with a 404-140-6 overall 
record. 

The Warriors came very 
close to celebrating a vic-
tory against the Rams, but 
the visitors from the Black-
stone Valley escaped with a 
21-20 victory before a large 
crowd. 

“Our kids played very 
hard in tonight’s game,” 
said Tantasqua head coach 
Nate Orzech. “We just 
made a couple of costly 
mistakes at the end of the 
game. We just needed one 
first down to win the game. 
There are some things that 
we’ll learn from this loss.”

It was the first meeting 
on the gridiron between the 
two teams since 2021. 

“This was the first time 
that we faced Northbridge 
since I’ve been the Tanta-
squa head coach,” Orzech 
said. “I have a ton of re-
spect for coach Lachapelle 
and his team. We really 
wanted to win tonight’s 
game.”

Northbridge didn’t have 
very much trouble posting 
a 36-0 home win against 
Tantasqua in 2021.

It was the first time the 
Rams played a regular 
season game at Tantasqua 
since 2019. The Warriors 
won that game by the final 
score of 21-6.  

Both teams entered this 
year’s meeting with a 3-1 
overall record.

The Warriors, who were 
ranked ninth in the MIAA 
Division 4 power rankings, 
suffered a three point home 
loss to Grafton at the end 
of September.

Tantasqua’s three victo-
ries so far this season came 
against Marlborough (27-
7), East Longmeadow (17-
14), and Nashoba Region-
al (35-21).

Both Northbridge and 
Tantasqua scored a touch-
down during the first half.

The Rams, who were 
ranked ninth in the Divi-
sion 7 power rankings, won 
the pregame coin toss and 
elected to receive the open-
ing kickoff.

It took them almost 
eight minutes and 13 plays 
to reach the endzone for 
the first time.

Senior quarterback 
Joel Lachapelle, who’s the 
grandson of the Rams 
head coach, ran the ball six 
times and completed three 
passes during the opening 
series. 

With 4:08 left in the first 
quarter, Lachapelle called 

Tantasqua football 
nipped at home

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.CO
Tess Alexander possesses the ball near the sideline.

Kina Demears looks to make a pass 
to her left.Kylie Somers looks for a throw-in.

Emma Pesaturo plays the ball off her 
body

Pioneers beat Ware, even record

Owen Pear fights with a Ware midfielder for the ball.

Abees Castillo-Clotter sends a pass away.

Brody Wetnicka dekes to get around an opponent.

PALMER – In a rematch between now two 
league rivals, Pathfinder boys soccer shut out 
Ware 4-0. The Pioneers improved to 6-6-1 while 
Ware fell to a disappointing 1-12-1. Brody Wet-
nicka had two goals while Owen Marion and 
Cayden Bousquet had the other goals. Jaleel Ro-
man had two assists.

ADONIS DUPRE GOES AFTER THE LOOSE BALL.
Adonis Dupre goes after the loose ball.

Cayden Bousquet receives a pass.Jaleel Roman attempts a backwards pass.

Comeback 
falls short for 
T-Birds on 
Opening Night

SPRINGFIELD  – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(0-1-0-0) battled valiantly, 
but could not overcome an 
early three-goal hole in a 4-3 
loss to the Charlotte Check-
ers (1-0-0-0) before a sold-
out Opening Night crowd of 
6,793 inside the MassMutu-
al Center on Saturday night. 

The season began with 
a dose of adversity just 19 
seconds into the opening pe-
riod, as Hunter Skinner and 
starting goaltender Vadim 
Zherenko miscommunicated 
on control of a loose puck, 
and Charlotte newcomer 
Jack Studnicka pounced to 
poke the loose puck into 
the yawning net to give the 
Checkers a 1-0 advantage.

The defending Eastern 
Conference champions then 
flexed their power play mus-
cles at the 9:04 mark, as Ben 
Steeves rifled a one-timer 
over Zherenko’s glove off a 
slick feed from Ryan McAl-
lister, and the visitors’ lead 
grew to 2-0.

Before the T-Birds could 
stop the barrage, Charlotte 
added still another when 
rookie defenseman Lud-
vig Jansson squeaked one 
through Zherenko on the 
short side at 11:28, and the 
deficit became 3-0.

Despite the tumultu-
ous beginning, Springfield 

See T-BIRDS   PAGE 8

See WARRIORS   PAGE 8
See TANTASQUA   

PAGE 8
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Martial arts in China
  6. The butt of jokes
 12. Nevertheless
 16. Sportscaster Michaels
 17. A firm believer
 18. Atomic #18
 19. One’s bestie
 20. Of I
 21. Hamburger accessory
 22. Thus
 23. Partner to Pa
 24. Scottish tax
 26. Cuts away
 28. Require
 30. Government lawyer
 31. Own (Scottish)
 32. Body cavity
 34. Brew
 35. Young woman (French)
 37. Platforms
 39. Pair of points in 

mathematics
 40. Attack suddenly

 41. Aviators
 43. Make perfect
 44. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 45. Neither
 47. The center of a city
 48. Sacrifice hit in baseball
 50. Singer Redding
 52. Dragged forcibly
 54. Puncture with a knife
 56. Belonging to me
 57. Expresses surprise
 59. Haul
 60. The Golden State
 61. Biblical Sumerian city
 62. Integrated circuit
 63. Opposed to certain 

principles
 66. Sodium
 67. Qualities
 70. Walk
 71. It awaits us all

CLUES DOWN
  1. Ate quickly

  2. Peyton Manning’s  
alma mater

  3. Moves through  
water

  4. Run away from
  5. Utah resident
  6. Natural objects
  7. Children’s game
  8. Obligation to prove
  9. Ancient Greek building  

for performances
 10. Soldier
 11. Decorated
 12. Catches
 13. Russell __, author
 14. Speak indistinctly
 15. Students get them
 25. Japanese warrior
 26. Dessert
 27. Doleful
 29. Most cushy
 31. Moon crater
 33. Small evergreen  

Arabian tree

 36. Something  
fugitives are “on”

 38. 007’s creator
 39. Paintings on hinged 

panels
 41. Type of bomb
 42. Japanese classical 

theater
 43. U.S. gov’t department
 46. Flightless bird
 47. One who cuts wood or 

stone
 49. Buttock and thigh 

together
 51. A way to gather
 53. Body part
 54. Argentinian city
 55. Undergarments
 58. Jai __, sport
 60. Container for shipping
 64. Type of screen
 65. Get free of
 68. Indicates position
 69. Business department

his number in the huddle 
and scored on a three yard 
dash up the middle. Senior 
Jayden Wilson added the ex-
tra point.

The Warriors offense, 
which is led by sophomore 
quarterback Jack Nichols, 
began the ensuing series at 
their own 25 yard line.    

Junior running back Sean 
Allen, who rushed for a total 
of 50 yards, gained 14 yards 
on the first down play.

The Warriors picked up 
another first down before 
being forced to punt.

After Tantasqua missed 
a 30-yard field goal attempt 
in the middle of the second 
quarter, the defense kept the 
Rams out of the endzone.

With 50 seconds left in 
the first half, the Rams of-
fense turned the ball over 
on downs at the Warriors 22 
yard line.

Instead of taking a knee, 
Nichols completed a 9-yard 
pass to senior Gabe Lopez 
on first down. 

Nichols, who threw for a 
total of 248 yards, complet-
ed another 7-yard pass to 
Lopez and a 23-yard pass to 
Allen, which kept the War-

riors drive alive.
On the final play of the 

first half, Lopez made an 
amazing one-hand catch in 
the endzone.

“That was an incredible 
catch by Gabe at the end of 
the first half,” Orzech said. 
“Jack also played very well. 
He made a couple of out-
standing touchdown pass-
es.”

Allen added the extra 
point attempt tying the score 
at the half.

The Warriors took a 14-7 
lead on the opening series of 
the second half when Nich-
ols threw a 71-yard touch-
down pass to senior Brady 
Willitts, who sprinted down 
the left sideline into the end-
zone.

With 5:39 left in the third 
quarter, Joel Lachapelle 
completed a pass to senior 
Antonio D’Alfonso on the 
left side. He then lateraled 
the ball back to junior Mo 
Rodney Daigle, who ran 
into the endzone. 

Lachapelle threw another 
pass to D’Alfonso in middle 
of the endzone on the two-
point conversion play giving 
the Rams a slim 15-14 lead.

The Warriors responded 
with a 13 play scoring drive, 

which was capped off with a 
two-yard TD run by senior 
Brandon Denham with 9:49 
left in the fourth quarter.

The Rams made the stop 
on the conversion play, 
which gave the home team a 
20-15 lead.

It looked like North-
bridge was about to score 
the go-ahead touchdown 
when Tantasqua junior 
Charley Mayo recovered a 
fumble at the Warriors 16 
with 1:11 showing on the 
scoreboard clock.

Following a first down 
run by Allen, the Rams 
called their final timeout. 

On the next play, senior 
Chase Lawson recovered a 
fumble which gave the Rams 
offense one final chance to 
retake the lead.

With 12 seconds left in 
regulation, senior Matt 
Coughlin caught a two-
yard touchdown pass from 
Lachapelle giving the Rams 
a one point lead. Another 
pass on the conversion play 
dropped incomplete in the 
endzone.

It was a disappointing 
ending to a very exciting 
football game for the War-
riors players and their sup-
porters.

TANTASQUA
FROM PAGE 7

fought back, beginning 
with Otto Stenberg pursu-
ing a loose puck after being 
denied on a first attempt 
on Charlotte goalie Coo-
per Black. The second-year 
Swede chopped the second 
chance past Black, cutting 
the lead to 3-1 at 14:37.

Just 1:33 later, former 
Checker Matt Luff contin-
ued the momentum shift, 
arriving at a loose puck at 
the blue paint after a Skin-
ner shot ricocheted off a 
teammate in the crease. 

Luff played through to the 
whistle and jammed it un-
der the fallen goaltender, 
and after so much had gone 
wrong to begin the night, 
the T-Birds had clawed to 
a 3-2 score heading into the 
second.

Charlotte, however, got 
right back to their power 
play excellence to begin the 
second, with rookie Jack 
Devine wiring a one-timer 
over Zherenko’s shoulder at 
2:11 of the second, restor-
ing the insurance marker, 
4-2. 

After six goals in the 

game’s first 22 minutes, 
both goaltenders settled 
down through the duration 
of the middle stanza, and 
the 4-2 score carried into 
the final period. 

The third period proved 
to be tough sledding for 
both teams to locate of-
fense, but with Zherenko 
on the bench with 1:23 to 
play, Juraj Pekarcik un-
leashed a one-time slap-
per past Black, cutting the 
lead back down to one, 4-3. 
Theo Lindstein also picked 
up his first AHL point with 
the primary assist.

Despite the tough begin-
ning of his night, Zheren-
ko showed great  resilience 
in making 32 saves for the 
night. Black earned the 
victory with 26 stops in the 
Charlotte goal crease.

The T-Birds take to the 
road for the first time in the 
2025-26 season next Satur-
day and Sunday for a pair 
of contests against the Her-
shey Bears.

T-BIRDS
FROM PAGE 7

crictial in the game of soc-
cer,” Thibeault said. “You 
always need to capitalize on 
them. It was a nice header by 
Alexa.” 

It looked like the home 
team had taken a 2-0 lead in 
the 28th minute when a free 
kick sailed into the left cor-
ner, but a Lady Orioles play-
er was offsides on the play. 

In the 35th minute, sopho-
more Aubrey Klingensmith 
dribbled down the right side 
before firing a shot into the 
back of the net. Karabetsos, 
who’s a captain, was credit-
ed with the assist.

Klingensmith, who 
missed her freshman season 
with an ACL injury, is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of 
her older sister, Avery, who’s 
wrapping up her collegiate 
soccer career at American 
University. 

Aubrey Klingensmith, 
who also scored the Lady 
Orioles’ first two goals of 
the second half, recorded 
her first hat-trick in a varsity 
game.

“Aubrey’s older sister 
was a great soccer player in 
high school,” Thibeault said. 
“Aubrey missed last season 
with an ACL injury, so this 
her first season playing for 
the varsity team. I don’t like 
to compare players, but Au-
brey is quickly becoming a 
quality soccer player.”  

The hat-trick put Klin-
gensmith at the top of the 
Lady Orioles scoring list 

with eight goals.
Trailing 2-0 at halftime, 

the Lady Warriors did have 
several very good scoring 
chances during the first ten 
minutes of the second half.

A high shot by senior 
Ashlee Rio was saved by 
freshman Ava Stelmokas 
(3 saves), who had replaced 
classmate Linnea Anderson 
(1 save) at the start of the 
second half. 

The two goalies have split 
playing time for most of the 
regular season.

A couple of minutes later, 
a breakaway shot by Tanta-
squa freshman Jenna Cain 
deflected off the right post.

In the 51st minute, junior 
Tessa Sheldon fired anoth-
er shot for the visiting team 
which sailed high over the 
crossbar.

Klingensmith scored her 
second goal in the middle of 
the second half, which was 
assisted by Karabetsos. 

Three minutes later, se-
nior Isabel Moreau sent a 
pass to Klingensmith, who 
capped off her memorable 
night by putting a low shot 
into the back of the net.

The Lady Orioles final 
goal of the home match was 
scored by senior Morghan 
Litz with ten minutes re-
maining in regulation  

Hayden O’Malley sends a shot away.

WARRIORS
FROM PAGE 7

B I D D E F O R D , 
ME  —  The  Worcester 
Railers HC  (0-2-0-0)  lost 
to the Maine Mariners (2-
0-0-0) on Saturday, Oct. 
11, in front of a crowd of 
1,000 by a final score of 
3-2 in favor of Maine at 
the Harold Alfond Forum 
in Biddeford, ME. The 
Railers open the regular 
season against the Maine 
Mariners next Saturday at 
the DCU Center on Octo-
ber 18th at 6:05 p.m. EDT.

Worcester opened up 
the scoring for the game 
early on, with JC Cam-
pagna (1-0-1) nailing a 
shot into the Mariners net 
at just 0:30. Mariners re-
sponded 69 seconds later 
with a goal from Ty Ch-
eveldayoff (2-1-3) at 1:39 
to make it 1-1. Mariners 
center Wyllum Deveaux 
(1-0-1) landed a rebound 
goal towards the end of 
the period at 17:42, which 
gave Maine a 2-1 lead to 
finish the first. Worces-
ter evened the score early 
in the second with a goal 
from Tyler Kobryn (1-0-
1) off a rebound shot 3:59 
into the frame. Mariners’ 
Robert Cronin (1-0-1) se-
cured the win for the night 
at the 17:26 of the third 
period after a battle at the 
net with Railers’ goalten-
der Gale. 

The Railers opened the 
first period with a win-
ning faceoff that allowed 
them to get a point on the 
board early with a goal at 
just 0:30 from JC Cam-
pagna (1st), assisted by 
Lincoln Hatten and and 
Tanner Schachle to make 
it 1-0. The Mariners didn’t 
wait long to even the score 
with a goal from Ty Ch-
eveldayoff (2nd) at 1:39, 
just 69 seconds after the 
Worcester goal was made, 
assisted by Xander Lamp-
pa and Linus Hemstrom. 
Neither team found the 

net for the next stretch of 
the first, until Mariners’ 
Robert Cronin sent a shot 
off the pads of Railers’ 
goaltender Luke Pavicich, 
setting up a rebound shot 
for Wyllum Deveaux (1st), 
which broke past the goal 
line for Maine’s second 
of the night at 17:42. 
Worcester looked to even 
the score, but found them-
selves trailing by a goal 
at the end of the period. 
Maine outshot Worcester 
12-8 with no penalties or 
power-plays on either side. 

Worcester had another 
early scoring start in the 
second period with a goal 
at 3:59 from Tyler Kobryn 
(1st), who was able to get a 
rebound off Maine’s Arva-
nitis from a shot by defen-
seman Benjamin Lindberg 
and tie the game at 2-2. 
Maine’s Jacob Perrault fol-
lowed the goal with serv-
ing a two minute penalty 
at 4:42 due to too many 
men, which allowed the 
Railers to head onto their 
first power-play of the 
game. Worcester split time 
between their goaltenders 
on the night, as Thomas 
Gale skated into the net 
around the eighth minute 
of the second period and 
took the place of starting 
goaltender Luke Pavicich. 
Worcester went onto a sec-
ond power-play at 16:45 
from a slashing call on 
Mariner’s left defensem-
an James Marooney. The 
Railers’ left the ice with a 
tie game at the end of the 
second. Worcester had two 
total power-plays in the 
second, the only two of 

the game so far, with two 
penalties from Mariners’ 
Jacob Perreault and James 
Marooney. Maine outshot 
Worcester 17-9. 

The Railers entered 
the third looking to take 
the lead for the second 
time. An early attempt to 
take the lead from Mari-
ners’ Zachary Massicotte 
passed the goal line after 
the referee whistle—on-
ice officials determined no 
goal for the defenseman to 
keep the game nodded 2-2. 
Worcester’s Nathan Burke 
received a two minute mi-
nor for tripping at 5:32, al-
lowing the Mariners to go 
onto their first power-play 
of the game. Maine’s Ja-
cob Perrault followed 
Burke into the box shortly 
after with a slashing minor 
for four-on-four play and a 
brief 40 second power-play 
for Worcester. The Railers’ 
didn’t wait long to head 
back into the box as Nick 
Pennucci served two min-
utes for a holding minor 
on Mariners’ Tyler Chevel-
dayoff. Both teams looked 
to score and take the game, 
but it would be Maine’s 
Robert Cronin (1st), as-
sisted by Shawn Element 
and Xander Lamppa, who 
would secure the win for 
the Mariners at 17:26 by 
making it 3-2. Worcester 
followed the goal with a 
delay of game at the fa-
ceoff dot at 17:41, lead-
ing Maine to their third 
power-play of the night. 
Worcester had a late game 
opportunity, pulling Gale 
for an extra man on the 
ice to try and grab another 
goal but failed to find the 
net. Worcester had three 
penalties for the period, 
Nathan Burke, Nick Pen-
nucci, and a delay of game 
served by Matt DeMelis. 
Maine had one with Mari-
ners’ right wing Jacob Per-
rault.

Railers wrap up preseason with loss
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Highway Superintendent 
Randy Morgan said the need 
for matching funds would 
take up his budget and pre-
vent any other work from 
being done in town.

Gilman said he attended a 
meeting with representatives 
from the Central Massa-
chusetts Regional Planning 
Commission, after the board 
decided they would not hold 
up the town’s municipal pav-
ing project, which was con-
flicting with the coordinated 
project. He said the Water, 
Sewer and Highway depart-
ment heads all agreed that 
municipal paving needed to 
move forward.

Gilman said he has also 
reached out to the Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
the town’s paving project 
leader to give them the go-
ahead.

“We are not going to 
stand in the way, there’s 
nothing in the way,” Gilman 
said of the municipal paving 
project. 

Gilman said at that point, 
the DOT was going to “pull 
the plug” on the municipal 
paving project to return at a 
future time. He said with the 
uncertainty of state and fed-
eral funding, its important to 
complete the paving sooner 
than later.

“We need it now,” he said.

Gilman said after this dis-
cussion with the DOT, the 
municipal paving plan was 
put back on track.

“Everybody seemed in 
line with this,” he said.

Gilman said it’s now the 
town’s decision whether they 
move forward with the grant 
for the coordinated project 
or not. 

He said the municipal 
paving project is also on hold 
due to “internal processes” 
at the DOT. He said there are 
four different towns looking 
to be part of the paving proj-
ect, and North Brookfield is 
next in line.

Gilman said its now look-
ing like the municipal paving 
wouldn’t happen until next 
year. 

“We can’t have paving 
and the sidewalk being 
done…and the sidewalk that 
the only way it’s going to get 
done is to use resources that 
we really don’t have,” Gil-
man said.

Board of Selectmen Clerk 
Ralph Kay asked it if  it was 
possible to put off the coor-
dinated project, and reject 
the grant and re-apply for it 
in the future. He suggested 
the board investigate a dif-
ferent funding source for the 
project.

“I think we all agree that 
that match is impossible,” 
Kay said. 

Downtown Development 

Committee Chair Sheila 
Orsi said it might be possible 
to extend the grant, rather 
than reject it. Petraitis said 
the match is still three-quar-
ters of the Highway Depart-
ment’s annual budget.

Gilman said in talking 
to residents, the road condi-
tions are of high importance 
to them. 

“Paving is a pretty strong 
topic,” Gilman said.

The Selectmen voted 
to reject the STRAP grant 
award due to the challenges 
of paying the matching por-
tion. 

Permitting software
Petraitis said the board 

met with the town’s Build-
ing, Plumbing and Electri-
cal inspectors regarding the 
need for software required 
to streamline the permitting 
process.

Petraitis said there are 
two different software mod-
els available, and one was sig-
nificantly less expensive than 
the other. He said a funding 
source has not yet been iden-
tified for the purchase of the 
software, or its annual fees. 

“The general consensus 
of the inspectors was that it 
would cost us hiring some-
body to manage the soft-
ware,” Petraitis said. “We 
really don’t have the money 
for that at this time.”

He suggested the board 
wait until a Town Admin-
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with the use of a dangling 
rope. The act featured some 
near falls that Philomena 
successfully avoided as the 
rope was her ally. The spot-
light showed Philomena’s 
shadow as she swung in the 
air during her performance. 

For magic, there was 
Magnus the Magnificent, 
showcasing magic tricks, jug-
gling, and a games alley. At 
one point during the show, 
Magnus would juggle fire. 

For the guests, there was 
the Reaper’s Maize over by 
the Gristmill. The field fea-
tured a high maze and in the 
distance you can see a statue 
of a glowing grim reaper. 
Thankfully, all guests made 
out of the maze in one piece.

Phantoms by Firelight 
concluded with a finale 
where all members of Cyrkus 
Vampyr came together on 
the Village Common for 
one final performance. The 
firelight was finally put out 
as the show came to a close, 
and it ended with a thunder-
ous round of applause for 
the performers during Phan-
toms by Firelight. 

PHANTHOMS BY 
FIRELIGHT FROM PAGE 1

Old Sturbridge Village is hosting of Phantoms by Firelight this October. The performance by Tatiana and Nikolai defied gravi

The announcement prior to the Masters of the Flame show. Anastasia and Lucinda performed with fire during Phantoms by Firelight.

The finale featured all the performers of Cyrkus Vampyr. Alexander is the Man Upside Down, who showed skills of balance and flex-
ibility.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

so it was only appropriate 
to have witches visit Brook-
field Common. 

Over by the Library An-
nex there were ghost stories 
being told.

To wrap up the evening, 
Spookfield hosted an illumi-
nated pumpkin walk with a 

special musical performance 
from Heavens to Zeppelin, 
Practical Magic: The Music 
of Stevie Nicks. 

There were several ven-
dors and artists throughout 
the common and were en-
joyed by many guests; some 
guests had dressed up for 
the occasion. There were 
witch hats all over the com-
mon. 

For some spooky treats, 
Epic Pastries had seasonal 
treats available for purchase. 

It was a magical evening 
in Brookfield as Spookfield 
took place on the common. 
The Brookfield Cultural 
Council appreciated all of 
the performers and vendors 
who came out to make this 
event wonderful. 

SPOOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

istrator is hired to continue 
looking into the need for 
permitting software.

Senior Center survey
Kay said about 10% of 

the surveys mailed out re-
garding the Senior Center 
were returned, with more 
than half of those people 
requesting the center be 
opened on Fridays and with 
longer hours.

“There were a lot of sug-
gestions for activities,” he 
said. 

Suggestions for activities 
included computer training, 
bus trips, and more. 

Kay said the survey was 
directed to senior citizens, 
who make up about a third 
of the town’s population. 
The survey asked seniors cit-
izens what they would like to 
see at the Senior Center, and 
how it can better meet the 
community’s needs.

Kay said the survey also 
showed a need for better 
communication from the 
Senior Center to promote its 
programs and services. He 
said the Council on Aging 
will utilize the local news-
papers more to promote the 
Senior Center’s offerings.

“One of the good things 
that came along…is that 
43 people expressed a will-
ingness to volunteer at the 
Senior Center,” Kay said. 
“That means we can get peo-
ple there to help run these 
programs that everybody 
wants.”

Kay said the Council on 
Aging is working hard to 
implement the suggestions 
received in the survey. 

Trunk or Treat
Nancy Waldron of the 

Parks & Recreation Com-
mittee said Trunk or Treat 
would be held during Trick 
or Treat hours on Friday, 
Oct. 31 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
on the common. She said 

there would be decorated 
trunks, prizes and a DJ.

The Senior Center, 29 
Forest St., will be open 
during this event, offering 
cookies to trick or treaters.

“I think it’s going to be a 
lot of fun,” Waldron said.

Waldron said donations 
of candy for Trunk or Treat 
can be dropped off at the Se-
nior Center, or by contacting 
a member of the committee. 
Those interested in enter-
ing their vehicle at Trunk 
or Treat should contact the 
committee and can arrive at 
the event starting at 4 p.m. 
in order to be ready for 5:30 
p.m. 

Police Chief hiring
Petraitis said Police Chief 

Mark Smith has accepted 
a position in another town 
and has submitted his resig-
nation to the board, with his 
last day to be Nov. 21. He 
said Smith has been with the 
department for 10 years and 
that the board wished him 
well in his future endeavors 
and thanked him for his ser-
vice. 

Petraitis said there are 
potential candidates to serve 
as police chief within the de-
partment and he suggested 
looking internally first. Kay 
said an internal hire would 
be good for department mo-
rale as well. 

Gilman said he supported 
this, but also wanted to hear 
feedback from the commu-
nity regarding the hiring of 
the next police chief. He en-
couraged residents to reach 
out to him and share their 
insights. 

Board of Assessors 
appointment

The board appoint-
ed Brandon Avery as the 
third Assessor to fill out the 
board.

Petraitis suggested the 
town consider hiring one 

full-time, appointed Asses-
sor, to serve in the office, 
along with an elected board 
of three Assessors to com-
plete revaluations. 

“Other towns do it that 
way and it would also save 
us two pays,” he said. 

He said this change would 
require a town meeting vote 
to move forward. 
Change orders for building 

project
Pete Orsi presented a se-

ries of proposed change or-
ders for the Fire/Highway 
building project to the board 
for approval. Orsi said the 
change orders are to deal 
with ledge underneath the 
building, concrete flooring, 
doorways, insulation, struc-
tural repairs and more. 

The board approved the 
change orders as presented. 
Downtown parking concerns

The board members dis-
cussed parking concerns on 
North Main Street at the 
area between the church and 
the library. Gilman said with 
the installation of the side-
walk at the stonewall in front 
of the church, it will further 
reduce the width of the road 
and it may be a good idea to 
remove some of the parking 
spots. 

A resident said the area 
is already difficult to pass 
through with a truck and 
trailer due to the narrowness 
of the road. One suggestion 
was to eliminate the diago-
nal parking spots and just 
have parallel parking. 

These concerns and sug-
gestions will be sent to the 
town’s Safety Committee.

Online auction 
Administrative Assistant 

Mary Beth Kularski said the 
town received $10,937 from 
its online auction of surplus 
items. This money will go to 
free cash for the next fiscal 
year. 
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- public notices -

School Nutrition 
Team Member Openings 

in Hubbardston & 
Middle High School

Part time, multiple shifts available, Mon.-Fri.
Great schedule & benefits

$18-$20/hr

Apply via email inquiry
schoolmeals@qrsd.org 

Call 978-355-4668 x8512

Accepting paper applications at 
872 South St. Barre, MA 01005

NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION
55 MILL STREET

BROOKFIELD, 
MASSACHUSETTS

MASSDEP RTN 2-52148
A release of oil and/or haz-

ardous materials has occurred at 
this location, which is a disposal 
site as defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, 
§ 2 and the Massachusetts Con-
tingency Plan (MCP; 310 CMR 
40.0000). A Notice of Activity 
and Use Limitation (AUL) for 
the disposal site was recorded 
with the Worcester South Reg-
istry of Deeds in Book 72618, 
Page 216, on October 1, 2025, 
pursuant to 310 CMR 40.1070 
through 40.1080.

The Notice of Activity and 
Use Limitation will limit the fol-
lowing site activities and uses on 
the above property:

• Use of the Property for res-
idential purposes, schools, day-
care facilities, playgrounds, or 
other sensitive uses where chil-
dren or sensitive populations 
may be present for extended du-
rations.

• Cultivation of produce or 
crops intended for human con-
sumption, unless first evaluated 
by a Licensed Site Professional 
(LSP) and determined to be con-
sistent with maintaining a condi-
tion of No Significant Risk.

• Construction, excavation, 
utility work (other than emer-
gency repairs), landscaping, 
or maintenance activities that 
disturb or remove contaminat-
ed soil or groundwater, unless 
conducted under the supervision 
of an LSP with appropriate soil 
and groundwater management 
and health and safety measures 

in place, and determined by the 
LSP to be consistent with main-
taining a condition of No Signif-
icant Risk.

• Redevelopment or construc-
tion of buildings for human oc-
cupancy without first evaluating 
the potential for vapor intrusion 
under the supervision of an LSP 
in accordance with current Mass-
DEP Vapor Intrusion Guidance. 
If required, appropriate engineer-
ing controls (such as vapor bar-
riers or sub-slab depressurization 
systems) must be designed, in-
stalled, and performance-verified 
under LSP supervision prior to 
occupancy.

Any person interested in ob-
taining additional information 
regarding the Notice of Activity 
and Use Limitation may contact 
Kevin L. McAndrews, LSP, at 
IES, Inc., 50 Salem Street, Suite 

108, Lynnfield, MA 01940, or by 
phone at (617) 623-8880.

The Notice of Activity and 
Use Limitation and the disposal 
site file are available for review 
on the MassDEP website using 
Release Tracking Number (RTN) 
2-52148 at https://eeaonline.eea.
state.ma.us/portal/dep/wastesite/, 
or in person at the MassDEP 
Central Regional Office, 8 New 
Bond St, Worcester, MA 01606. 
For assistance, contact the office 
at 508-792-7650. 
10/17/2025

Form 299                                        Date: September 22, 2025
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S NOTICE 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32
Town of West Brookfield -- Case No. 11952 
Annual Town Meeting of June 3, 2025 
Article# 15 
Attorney General’s Limited Authority to Waive Procedural Defects in 
the Notice of the Planning Board Hearing

Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 32, if the Attorney General 
finds there to be any defect in the procedure of adoption or amend-
ment of any zoning by-law relating to the form or content of the no-
tice of the Planning Board hearing prescribed by G.L. c. 40A, § 5, 
or to the manner or dates on which said notice is mailed, posted or 
published as required by that section, then instead of disapproving 
the by-law or amendment by reason of any such defect, the Attorney 
General may elect to proceed under the defect waiver provisions of 
G.L. c. 40, § 32. Under those provisions, the Attorney General is con-
ditionally authorized to waive any such defect. 

Defect Determined in Notice of Planning Board Hearing
The Attorney General has determined that the planning board hearing 
notice relating to the above Article failed to comply with the notice 
requirements for such hearing established by G.L. c. 40A, § 5. Sec-
tion 5 provides in part (with emphasis added):
No zoning ... by-law or amendment thereto shall be adopted 
until after the planning board in  a ... town has ... held a public 
hearing thereon ... at which interested persons shall be given 
an opportunity to be heard .... Notice of the time and place of 
such hearing, of the subject matter, sufficient for identification, 
and of the place where texts and maps thereof may be inspected 
shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the ... 
town once in each of two successive weeks, the first publication 
to be not less than fourteen days before the day of said hearing, 
and by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in the ... town 
hall for a period of not less than fourteen days before the day of 
said hearing. Notice of said hearing shall also be sent by mail, 
postage prepaid to the executive office of housing and livable 
communities, the regional planning agency, if any, and to the 
planning board of each abutting city and town ....In cases involv-
ing boundary, density or use changes within a district, notice 
shall be sent to any such nonresident property owner who has 
filed such a request with the city or town clerk and whose prop-
erty lies in the district where the change is sought.

Based on the materials submitted to this Office, we have identified 
the following defect: the Planning Board hearing notice was posted 
in the Town Hall on April 22, 2025 for a hearing to be held on May 
5, 2025 which was only thirteen days prior to the hearing date, not 
fourteen days all as required by G.L. c. 40A, § 5. For this reason, the 
90-day period prescribed for the Attorney General’s review of Article 

15 is suspended in accordance with G.L. c. 40, § 32.
Attorney General’s Election to Proceed Under the Waiver Provisions of 
G.L. c. 40, § 32

The Attorney General has elected to proceed under the limited defect 
waiver authority conferred by G.L. c. 40, § 32.

Suspension of Review of Zoning By-Law Amendments
The 90-day period prescribed by law for the Attorney General’s re-
view of local by-laws is therefore suspended in accordance with the 
provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 32. 

Posting and Publication of This Notice
The Town Clerk shall post a true copy of this Notice in a conspicuous 
place in the West Brookfield Town Hall for a period of not less than 
14 days and shall publish a copy once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the Town of West Brookfield.

Filing of Claim That Defect in Notice Was Misleading or Otherwise 
Prejudicial

Within 21 days of the date on which this Notice is published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the Town of West Brookfield, any 
resident of the Town of West Brookfield, or the owner of any real 
property in the Town of West Brookfield or any other party entitled to 
notice of the planning board hearing may file with the Town Clerk a 
written statement that the notice defect was misleading or otherwise 
prejudicial. The statement must include the reasons supporting the 
claim that the defect in the Planning Board Notice was misleading or 
otherwise prejudicial. This statement must be actually on file with the 
Town Clerk not later than 21 days from the date on which this Notice 
is published in the newspaper.

Town Clerk’s Certification of Compliance with This Notice
After the expiration of the 21-day period, the Town Clerk shall sub-
mit to the Attorney General a true copy of this Notice with a certifica-
tion of compliance with the publishing and posting requirements of 
the preceding paragraph, and a certification that either (a) no claim 
was filed within the 21-day period, or (b) one or more claims were 
filed within the 21-day period. The Town Clerk shall submit to the 
Attorney General true copies of any such claim(s).

Resumption of Attorney General’s Review
Upon receipt of one original copy of this Notice with the Clerk’s 
certification, the 90-day period provided for the Attorney General’s 
review under G.L. c. 40, § 32, shall resume. If no claim is made, the 
Attorney General has the discretion to waive any such defect; if any 
claim is made, however, the Attorney General may not waive any 
such defect. 
Note: By not filing a claim under this provision, a person shall 
not be deprived of the right to assert a claim of invalidity arising 
out of any possible defect in the procedure of adoption or amend-
ment, as provided in G.L. c. 40, § 32, and in G.L. c. 40A, § S.

Date: September 22, 2025
10/17/2025

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

- obituaries -
Enola Jean Reynolds, 69

RAPID CITY, SD – 
Enola Jean Reynolds passed 
away on Oct. 4, 2025, from 
a tragic accident. 

Enola was born on Feb. 
10, 1956, to Elwood and 
Beverly Jean Reynolds of 
Warren.

Enola grew up in Warren 
where she attended Quabo-
ag Regional High School 
excelling in every sport she 
mastered. Her senior year 
she was selected athlete of 
the year. 

Enola earned 
an athletic schol-
arship to attend 
Mount Marty 
College in Yank-
ton, South Da-
kota where she 
obtained her 
teaching degree in 
physical education. This 
October she was to be in-
ducted into the Mount 
Marty Athletic Hall of 
Fame.

Enola began her teach-
ing and coaching career in 
Wyoming, Utah, and Cal-
ifornia; within a few years 
she had the basketball of-
ficiating bug and became a 
NCAA Division 1 basket-
ball official and traveled all 
over the Western United 
States.

Enola became an en-
trepreneur in 1989 and 
created Eno’s Pizza and 
Pub in Keystone, South 
Dakota where she and her 
brother Bob and sister-in-
law Deborah ran it for 34 
years. It was known by 
many to have the best piz-
za around and had many 
returning visitors year af-
ter year for her pizza and 
friendship.

As time was passing, 
and her parents were ag-
ing, she put her lifestyle 
aside and became her 
parents caregiver. After 
the passing of her parents 
and retiring from the pizza 
business she would travel 
back and forth to spend 
time with her brother Mi-
chael in Massachusetts 
and her brother Bobby in 
South Dakota.

Enola enjoyed swim-
ming, yoga, biking, snow-
mobiling, riding her mo-

torcycle, and walking with 
the people she met doing 
the same. Enola would do-
nate her time helping at the 
Restore for Habit for Hu-
manity in Rapid City and 
spend time at the Senior 

Citizens Cen-
ter in Massa-
chusetts where 
she would help 
complete taxes 
for the elderly. 

While in 
Massachusetts 
she substi-
tute taught at 

Quaboag Regional High 
School, Warren and West 
Brookfield Elementary.

Those she left be-
hind include her broth-
ers Bob and Deborah, 
Michael and Barbara, 
and half-sibling Charles 
Reynolds. Nieces: Stacy 
Reynolds, Chelsea and 
Eric Landry, Alisha and 
Joe Dolciotto; nephew, 
Justin and Mandy Reyn-
olds, great-niece, Ellie 
Reynolds and great-neph-
ew, Noah Reynolds. In 
addition, she left behind 
several close friends Terri, 
Sunny, Jo, Theresa, Wen-
dy, Callie and many more.

Enola was strong, 
tough, and courageous. 
Enola left us way to soon; 
she will be missed tremen-
dously. Enola God Bless.

Memorial visitation 
will be from noon-2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 11, 2025 
at Osheim & Schmidt Fu-
neral Home in Rapid City, 
South Dakota. 

Calling Hours will be 
from 10 a.m.-noon on 
Friday, Oct. 17, 2025 at 
Varnum Funeral Home in 
West Brookfield.

In lieu of flowers, con-
tribute to the Senior Citi-
zens Center in West War-
ren, Massachusetts. Thank 
You and God Bless.

Her online guestbook is 
available at www.osheim-
schmidt.com.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Quaboag Current

Reynolds, Enola Jean
Died Oct. 4, 2025

Services
 Oct. 17, 2025

DEATH NOTICE

During the week of Sept. 
29-Oct. 6, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 18 building/
property checks, 18 directed/
area patrols, seven radar as-
signments, three emergency 
911 calls, one safety hazard, 
three citizen assists, one illegal 
dumping, one scam, two com-
plaints, one animal call and six 
motor vehicle stops in the town 
of New Braintree.

Monday, Sept. 29
5:28 p.m. Safety Hazard, West 

Brookfield Road, Removed Haz-
ard

Tuesday, Sept. 30
7:44 a.m. Assist Citizen, Me-

morial Drive, Officer Handled
4:50 p.m. 911 Misdial, Barre 

Road, No Action Required
Thursday, Oct. 2

4:26 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, West Road, Transported to 

Hospital
Friday, Oct. 3

2:43 a.m. Illegal Dumping, 
West Brookfield Road, Services 
Rendered

10:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hardwick Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

11:09 a.m. Assist Citizen, Me-
morial Drive, Officer Handled

11:20 a.m. Assist Citizen, Me-
morial Drive, Officer Handled

Saturday, Oct. 4
9:40 a.m. Scam, Barre Road, 

Report Taken
10 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 

Moore Road, Dispatch Handled
11:02 a.m. Complaint, Gilbert-

ville Road, Officer Handled
Sunday, Oct. 5

12:19 a.m. Complaint, Gilbert-
ville Road, Officer Handled

9:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Hardwick Road, Written Warning

New Braintree Police Log
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes 

guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED OAK CORD WOOD.  Cut 
and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 cord 
plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-426-
4123.

TAG SALE
OCT. 18, 9AM-4PM, 264 NORTH 
MAIN ST., NORTH BROOKFIELD. 
Household items, antique wooden kitchen 
set, leather chair, tools, rugs, Curio cabinet 
and lots more. All priced to go.

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured.  Master 

Elec. #20773A. Text/call Luis 413-218-
3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years 
experience, windows, laminate flooring, 
carpet repair and installation, painting, 
patcbing and storage solutions. Call 413-
777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor 

carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING. Interior/
exterior, repair, skim coating, very detailed 
and neat. Lon (413) 455-6529.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  RB Enterprises Lud-
low, MA  413 583-8393

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2025-2026 
season. Positions available for 
both CDL and non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please 
contact Highway Superinten-
dent Richard Ayer at (508) 
867-2451 or email hwysec-
retary@newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street 
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020, 
CHANNING III, Model 140, paddle 
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct 
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” 
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS

Priced for quick sale.
2007 Ford E150 Van 

w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools • Carpenter Tools 
• Mechanic Tools • Plumbers Tools.

413-658-8535

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

RANDY and RICKY 
Fall Cleanup

Call Paul Amherst

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

•
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

FALL SALE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

Charming Ranch in West 
Brookfield! Welcome home 
to this inviting 3-bedroom, 
1-bath ranch offering the 
ease of single-level living. The 
spacious four-season sunroom 
features beamed ceilings, a 
pellet stove, and direct patio access overlooking the large backyard—
perfect for relaxing or entertaining. Recent updates include a brand new 
electrical box and meter. Additional features include a one-car garage 
under the home and a storage shed for extra space. Conveniently located 
near town amenities and area lakes. Passing Title 5. A must-see!

JUST REDUCED - $349,900
12 Hadley Path, West Brookfield

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

CORTLANDCORTLAND

CIDER DONUTS

HONEYCRISP & MACOUNHONEYCRISP & MACOUN
30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!

Three Great 
2026 Norwegian Cruises

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 31 Edward Lane, 
Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very spacious rooms. Master 
bedroom includes a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A four-
season sunroom is off the kitchen. Includes two large woodsheds 
and a metal garage you can park under to fend off winter weather. 
Asking $335,000. A 2.5% commission will be paid to the buyers’ 
broker. MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 37 Gauthier Rd., Barre, MA 
01005. This is a 55 and better community. This home features an open kitchen/living 
room concept, perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on opposite ends of 
the home. Master bedroom has a walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just 
off the kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck and yard. There is a 
monthly HOA fee of $675 per month which includes water, sewage, rubbish removal, 
and taxes. All exterior and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $265,000. A 2.5% 
commission to be paid to buyers’ broker. MLS # 73397436

NO TRAILER FEE

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!


