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Annual event
raises money for
community grants

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

BROOKFIELD - The
annual Apple Country Fair
returned to the historic
common for its 47" year
this past Saturday, offering
a day filled with sunshine,
music, shopping and a
sense of community.

The Oct. 10 fair had
close to 100 vendors as well
as many food trucks — each
one offering something to
please every shopper (and
palate).

Hosted by the Brook-
field Community Club,
this fair is known to bring
together the best of small-
town charm with a vibrant
marketplace, while also
supporting the club’s mis-
sion to provide grants for
community service projects.

“We give out as much
money as we can back to
the community,” Brookfield
Community Club member
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Brookfield Community Club members Sue Finney and Lindsay Jaffarian are shown with the quilt that was raffled at the annual Apple Country
Fair held on Saturday. This year’s quilt had a patriotic theme for the nation’s 250" anniversary of independence.

Sue Finney said. “It allows
us to support the commu-
nity.”

During the Apple Coun-
try Fair, the club offers a
raffle with about 30 items
donated by local and area

businesses to support the
cause, including sports
memorabilia from the Bos-
ton Red Sox, Boston Bru-
ins and Boston Celtics.
Brookfield Community
Club member Lindsay Jaf-

farian said the raffle is one
of the big draws to the Ap-
ple Country Fair.

There is also a raffle fea-
turing an item from each
vendor at the fair — all do-
nated to help raise money

for the club’s grants.

“It’s like a preview for
the shoppers,” Finney said
of the vendor raffle table.

See APPLE FAIR
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Durant and
Teabo vie
for senate
seat

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

Two candidates are run-
ning for the State Senate
seat for the Worcester &
Hampshire District at the
upcoming Tuesday, Nov. 3
State Election.

Incumbent Peter Du-
rant of Spencer is seeking
reelection and he is being
challenged by newcomer
Shannon Teabo of West
Brookfield.

A Meet the Candidates
forum will be hosted by the
Ware Business & Civic As-
sociation and Beyond, Ware
Community Television
and Turley Publications on
Wednesday, Oct. 21. The
forum will be broadcast on
Ware Community Televi-
sion (www.waretv.org), and
an article will appear in the

See CANDIDATES
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Stan Matthews is October’s
featured Artist of the Month

By Ryan Drago
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - Musician and
singer Stan Matthews was
selected as the October
Artist of the Month by
the Friends of the North
Brookfield Town House.

Matthews was born in
Worcester and he has lived
in North Brookfield for sev-
en years. His father worked
as an air traffic controller,
which made his family move
quite a bit growing up.

Matthews began taking

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY SHANIA DEFAZIO

guitar lessons at the age
of 12. His best friend lived
across the street and they
did everything together.

One memorable day, the
two friends decided to try
and play guitar.

Matthews took guitar
lessons in Worcester at the
YWCA for a couple of
years to learn how to play
acoustic guitar. His main
focus was to transition into
playing the electric guitar
and in his teen years, Mat-
thews went to Union Music
in Worcester.

In high school, Mat-

Musician and singer Stan Matthews is the featured Artist of the Month
by the Friends of the North Brookfield Town House for October.

thews and some classmates
decided to start a classic
rock cover band. Their most
frequent covers were songs
by the Rolling Stones, Jimi
Hendrix and many other
rock legends.

“l knew music was go-
ing to be my life,” Matthews
said.

During high school Mat-
thews also played in the
jazz band. He decided to
go to college and attended
Berklee College of Music in
Boston.

While studying, Mat-
thews learned that Berklee
was looking for traditional
jazz music. Guitarists would
study musicians from the
1930s and 1940s.

He learned a lot despite
playing in a different genre.

Matthews said the Bos-
ton music scene was huge
back in the 1980s and he
met a lot of Boston-based
musicians and bands.

Back home, Matthews
decided to write his own
songs, tried playing more
instruments and began sing-
ing.

He recorded a demo at
a new recording studio in
Worcester and those songs
did get some airplay on ra-
dio stations WAAF and
WBCN. Matthews even
ventured out to record com-
panies in New York and
London to shop his songs.

He met someone at Long
View Farm Studio in North
Brookfield. Many popular
bands included the Rolling
Stones recorded music there.

Matthews eventually
found a producer.

Around 1986-1987, Mat-
thews joined a band called

See ARTIST
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West Brookfield wood
turner returns t

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Local wood turner and
carver Frank White is re-
turning to West Brookfield
Art & Frame Gallery, 10
East Main St., for a show
to feature his latest pieces.

An opening reception
for the show will be held
on Friday, Oct. 23 from 5-7
p.m. All are welcome to at-
tend the reception and en-
joy artwork, wine, cheese
and friendly fellowship.

“I wasn’t doing much
turning for quite a while
as I had other responsi-
bilities,” White said. “I
find that I'm a lot slower.
Things aren’t nearly as
easy as I remember them
to be.”

Despite this, White has
created an impressive as-
sortment of wood pieces
that are both decorative
and functional.

To prepare for the show,
White has created several
hollow form turnings, in-
cluding one that is about
nine inches in diameter
and about a foot tall.

“It’s a combination of
texturing and carving,” he
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West Brookfield wood turner and carver Frank White is shown with
one of his hollow forms that will be featured at the West Brookfield
Art & Frame Gallery. An opening reception for White’s show will be
held on Friday, Oct. 23 from 5-7 p.m.

said.

The piece features
S-shaped strips, that have
carvings of vines with
small flowers and leaves in
the natural cherry color of
the wood. The space in be-
tween the strips the wood

is textured with a V-cutter
and painted with black
£ess0.

“That makes the cher-
ry color stand out,” White

See WOOD TURNER
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Election letters must be received by Oct. 19

The Quaboag Current
welcomes readers to par-
ticipate in this year’s state
election by writing letters
to the editor for publica-
tion.

Letters of up to 250
words from local residents
endorsing candidates on
the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be

sent to Quaboag Current,
care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palm-
er, MA 01069, faxed to
413-289-1977 or emailed
to pouimette@turley.com
by noon on Monday, Oct.
19 to be published in the
Friday, Oct. 23 edition. No
endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition

before the election.

Letter writers need to
provide their name and the
town they reside in.

Please include a day-
time telephone number
(for verification purpos-
es only) when submitting
your letter. Your phone
number will not be print-
ed.
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By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The Board of
Selectmen met last Tuesday
and discussed the first steps
in figuring out where to
spend money that was ac-
quired by the town through
a federal opioid settlement,
according to Chair Jamie
Gilman.

There was not a specific
number given at the Oct. 6
meeting as to how much the
town received, but Gilman
said there was a preliminary
meeting of officials that
could become an opioid
task force in the future.

Gilman said the meeting,
which happened in mid-Sep-
tember, consisted of Peter
Orsi, who is an EMT and a
selectman in town, represen-
tatives from the Haston Free
Public Library, the principal
of the North Brookfield
High School, and other
non-profit  representatives
from North Brookfield and
other areas.

Gilman said the meeting
talked about opioid addic-
tion and its effect on North
Brookfield, and the school
was advocating for drug ed-
ucation.

There are seven strategies
for the funds that were out-
lined at the meeting includ-
ing treating opioid disorder,
supporting those in recov-
ery, finding connections to
care and harm reduction,
assisting those in the crimi-
nal justice system, support-
ing pregnant or parenting
women and their families,
including babies with neo-
natal absence syndrome,
preventing the misuse of
opioids and implementing

prevention education.

Gilman and the board
also outlined the work the
library does, and read a
statement from Library
Trustee Chair Harbour
Hodder which outlined,
in part, that they welcome
those in vulnerable situa-
tions including substance
abuse, food insecurity and
domestic abuse.

The statement read that
the staff is trained for emer-
gency situations regarding
substance abuse, and there
are pamphlets with sources
around the library, includ-
ing at the circulation desk
and in the restrooms.

COA report

Council on Aging Direc-
tor Courtenay Rivera gave
a report about the Senior
Center and noted 319 sign-
ins for August with 54 undu-
plicated and 396 sign-ins for
September with 49 undupli-
cated.

Events over the months
included two strength and
flexibility classes with 32
total participants, a Bemis
workshop with 18 partic-
ipants, a Quaboag River
cruise with 10 participants,
a coffee and craft event with
11 participants, a bingo
night with 18 participants,
a performance from the
Greendale Friends Cho-
rus with 16 participants, an
event with the Registry of
Deeds with 14 participants
and the end of summer luau
with 20 participants.

The report noted the
set time for events at the
center, including walking
clubs on Mondays and
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.,
food distribution on Tues-
days at 9:30 a.m., lunch on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

- community -
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at noon, drawing club on
Thursdays at 11 a.m., gentle
yoga Thursdays at 11 a.m.,
functional fitness Fridays
at 9:30 a.m., foot care clin-
ics on the first Friday from
9 a.m.-3 p.m., manicures on
the third Thursday, blood
pressure clinic on the second
Wednesday at 11 a.m. and
blood pressure plus glucose
clinic on the fourth Wednes-
day from 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p-m.

Highway Department

report

Highway  Department
Superintendent Randy
Morgan gave the depart-
ment’s September report
and noted roadside clean-
up like whacking, mowing,
trimming and guardrail
cleaning taking place. The
department has been grad-
ing dirt roads including
Douty Road and patching
potholes as needed.

The report noted the de-
partment is initiating the
setup of the brine system
for the winter, and cleaning
catch basins. The depart-
ment jetted out clogged
pipes on Conroy Avenue
and there are some paving
projects on North Main
Street, which start on Oct.
19 and Stoddard Court
and Chase Road which
are scheduled for later this
year.

Police Department
report

Police Chief Ryan Daley
gave the department’s Sep-
tember report and noted
1,242 calls for service, nine
arrests/summons/custodies,
14 civil citations, five park-
ing tickets, seven protection
orders and three car acci-
dents.

The department secured
a $10,506 grant to be used
toward traffic enforcement,
field sobriety test training,
child passenger safety tech-
nician training and national
night out funding. The re-
port noted an officer attend-
ing a wellness class identify-
ing stress, critical incidents,
mental health, peer support
and crisis intervention.

The department is one
officer down, soon to be a
second due to an officer de-
parting, and they are work-
ing on filling those positions.

Town House paving

Executive Assistant
Mary Beth Kularski put out
a statement saying the town,
by requirement of the Mas-
sachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection,
will have to do some pav-
ing in the parking lot of the
Town House.

According to Kularski,
this is due to subsurface pe-
troleum and hydrocarbon
release, and the soil under-
ground has to be contained
per the regulations. The
town has to adhere to these
regulations as they could

face potential monetary
fines if not.
Donations

The board accepted a
$10,000 donation to the li-
brary through the Florine
E. Martell trust and an
anonymous $30 donation to
the COA.

Appointments

The board appointed
Melissa Magario, Shelly
Fullam and Pam Farley as
election workers along with
Richard Litchfield as a me-
chanic to the Highway De-
partment.

Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance offers Dance Discovery Week

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Betty Gundersen, direc-
tor of the Betty Gundersen
Studio of Dance, is pleased
to announce that the studio
will be holding Dance Dis-
covery Week from Oct. 26-
31.

“During Dance Discov-
ery Week, current students
of the studio are invited to
‘bring a friend’ to take a free
class and experience what
we’re all about,” Gunders-
en stated in a press release.
“And, if you or your child
don’t yet have a friend at the
studio, you are welcome to
join us too! We offer class-
es for children starting at
pre-school and continuing
through high school and
above.”

The Betty Gundersen
Studio of Dance offers a full
range of classes designed to
nurture local boys and girls
at every age and stage. All
classes in the studio’s regu-
lar schedule — jazz, acrobat-
ics, contemporary, hip-hop,
ballet, tap and adult tap,
Zumba — will be available
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Students are shown at the barre in the Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance in West Brookfield.

for this free-trial participa-
tion.

“Dance is for everyone,”
said  Gundersen. “This
week is our way of open-
ing our doors — no pressure,
just movement, music, and
meeting new people. This is
a great opportunity to meet
our talented instructors, ex-

plore a dance style you’ve
never tried, see our facilities
and perhaps begin a dance
journey — or simply have fun
and see what it feels like.”
Parents of interested stu-
dents may view the entire
week’s schedule online at
bettygundersendance.com
to plan which class or style
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Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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they would like to try. You
will also be able to down-
load a copy of the parent
permission slip that is re-
quired for all participants in
Dance Discovery Week.

For additional informa-
tion, or to reserve your, or
your child’s free trial spot in
a regularly scheduled class,
please call the studio at 508-
867-8925, or send an email
to bgstudioofdance@gmail.
com and include the name
of the participant and their
preferred class.

Select Board delays
superintendent choice

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD — The
Select Board met last
Thursday with an agenda
item of a possible vote
for highway superinten-
dent following the inter-
views of four candidates
on Sept. 30.

Following the inter-
views, one of the ap-
plicants, Sergio Freitas
withdrew, according to
Select Board member
Beth Coughlin. That left
the board to deliberate
about Devin Saunders,

Thomas Degnan and
Mark O’Donnell.
The board sched-

uled for the candidates
to come in and test the
equipment following the
first interviews, but that
did not come to fruition.

Coughlin  said in
speaking with the candi-
dates, all of them except
Freitas were willing to
take on the challenge of
getting the department
ready for the winter sea-
son. She said Degnan
and Saunders have good
operator qualifications,
with Saunders having
nearby contacts and un-
derstanding the value
of older equipment. She
said O’Donnell is a good
operator, mechanic and
foreman. Coughlin said
that Degnan has good
experience with welding
and doing both horizon-
tal and vertical repairs.

Select Board mem-
ber Richard Chaffee
said he was concerned
with Degnan and Saun-
ders because they lack
the mechanical skills to
make repairs to things
like sprockets, chains and
brakes, and they’d likely
be subbing that work out
to a third party. Chaffee
said that could cost a lot
of money.

He said that O’Donnell
could do all of those re-
pairs, and in his opinion,
the least important part
of the superintendent’s
job is the paperwork side
of things. Chaffee said
the town has a history of
working superintendents.

Chaffee said it would
not make sense to have
the superintendent in
the office when the town
could hire an adminis-
trator position for less,

and said that O’Don-
nell would get the town
through the winter. He
said out of the five trucks
in the highway barn, only
one of them is likely op-
erable, and having some-
one able to work on the
equipment is valuable.

Coughlin had a dif-
ferent point of view, say-
ing the other candidates,
Saunders and Degnan
would not spend most of
their time in the office,
saying they both estimat-
ed to her that no more
than 10% of their time,
or four hours per week,
would be spent doing of-
fice work. She said they
both understand how to
prepare a department for
the winter.

Coughlin said she
agreed that O’Donnell
could rescue the town
this winter, but the town
could be trading a less
expensive first winter for
future challenges.

It was noted in the
meeting by Chaffee that
the members of the high-
way search committee all
had  recommendations
for O’Donnell, and he
said the members of the
committee worked the
Highway Department
when it was at its best.

Resident Jeff Clark,
who sits on the advisory
committee, said the town
needs someone with fi-
nancial knowledge. An-
other resident, John Da-
vid Holdcraft, said the
committee was filled with
knowledgeable  people
with experience, and rec-
ommended O’Donnell,
noting the department
needs to have a mechanic
and he’d be good for the
town even after winter
ends.

One member of the
board, Sarah Campbell,
was not present for the
meeting and the two re-
maining members could
not come to an agree-
ment as to whom to ap-
point, so the decision was
delayed to a future meet-
ing.
Chaffee said waiting
just another week with
the winter season coming
could be detrimental.

The board also voted
to get someone on site to
inspect the equipment in
the interim, and voted to
post a position for me-
chanic.

Christ Memorial Church
tag sale is Oct. 17

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD — The tag sale at
Christ Memorial Episco-
pal Church, 133 North
Main St., will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 17 from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., rain or shine.

There will be plants,
puzzles, books, clothes,
kids’ stuff, kitchen and

household items, treasures
and more. Name your own
price.

Help support the North
Brookfield Food Collabo-
rative by bringing non-per-
ishable items. Use the
Spring Street door should
the weather force the tag
sale inside.
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Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Friends of the Poor Walk
to be held on Oct. 18

STURBRIDGE - The
St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety in Fiskdale will host
its third annual Friends
of the Poor Walk, on
Sunday, Oct. 18, at noon
at the Sturbridge com-
mon during the harvest
fest.

Proceeds from the
fundraiser will go toward
supporting local individ-
uals and families in need
across Brimfield, Brook-
field, Holland, Stur-
bridge, Wales and other
nearby towns.

The St. Vincent de
Paul Society in Fiskdale
provides practical as-
sistance throughout the
year, including emergency
housing, rental and util-
ity help, food, clothing
and other essential needs
— serving people of all

backgrounds and faiths.

The Fiskdale confer-
ence raises funds through
parish poor boxes, pub-
lic donations and events
such as this one.

The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul operates in
153 countries, with more
than 4,000 local confer-
ences, and is run entirely
by volunteer members
committed to tackling
poverty in all its forms.

Residents are encour-
aged to come to the har-
vest fest and join the St.
Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety in the walk for their
neighbors in need.

For more information
contact svdpfiskdalepr@
gmail.com. To make a do-
nation, visit svdpfiskdale.
org and click on the “Do-
nate” button.

Mystics & Makers: The
Enchanted Market is Oct. 17

BROOKFIELD — Mys-
tics & Makers: The En-
chanted Market will re-
turn for its second annual
event on Saturday, Oct.
17 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at
the Brookfield Rod & Gun
Club, 56 Webber Road.
Admission is free.

The Enchanted Market
brings together the worlds
of handmade artistry, ho-
listic wellness and spiritual
exploration in an autumn
market designed to appeal
to the curious as well as
the committed enthusiast.

This year’s event will
feature approximately 30
vendors, eight psychics
and a healer, creating one
of the market’s most di-
verse lineups yet. Visitors
can browse everything
from handcrafted and ar-
tisan creations to herbal
and apothecary products,
jewelry, crystals, seasonal
pieces, and mystical and
spiritual goods.

A food vendor will be
on site throughout the day
as well.

For wvisitors interested
in a more personal experi-
ence, psychic practitioners
will offer a variety of in-
tuitive services, including
tarot, mediumship, astrol-
ogy, oracle readings and
other forms of spiritual
guidance. A healing prac-
titioner will also be avail-
able.

Psychic readings and
healing sessions will be of-
fered at a standardized rate
of $25 for 15 minutes, giv-
ing guests an opportunity
to explore different prac-
titioners and modalities
throughout the day.

For additional infor-
mation, contact: Spiritol-
ogy by Candace, Candace
Ouillette Gaumond at 413-
537-5715, or Lulu’s Ava-
lonRose Cottage, Lauren
“Lulu” Ayer at 774-745-
8550.

QVARC amateur radio club
meeting set for Oct. 27

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The Quaboag Valley
Amateur Radio Club will
hold its upcoming mem-
bership meeting on Tues-
day, Oct. 27, at the Senior
Center at 73 Central St.

Doors open at 6 p.m.
with the meeting starting
at 6:30 pm. All are wel-
come to attend.

The presentation at the
meeting this month will
be “Using Al to Design
a Ham Shack”. The pre-
sentation will be done by
one of the club members,
Liam, KCIYRP.

The summary of his
presentation will be loca-
tion topography analysis
to antenna optimization to
rig recommendations. Al
can be a great tool to assist
a new, a novice or an expe-
rienced ham design his or
her shack.

Outline: Brief summary
of Al tools selection and
Al best practices, site to-
pography analysis, anten-
na recommendations and
design, gear research and
selection and shack layout
and setup

QVARC warmly wel-
comes area hams and any-
one curious about amateur
radio to reach out and get
involved. Whether you’re a
licensed operator, a lapsed
one looking to get back
on the air, or simply curi-
ous what ham radio is all
about, there’s a place for
you in the club as it heads
toward its 40th year.

For more information
about QVARC, upcoming
events, or how to get in-
volved, visit www.qvarc.
com or find the club on
Facebook at Quaboag Val-
ley Amateur Radio Club.

o
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CPPORTUNITY

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379
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Select Board places articles on STM warrant

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - The
Select Board placed several
articles on the special town
meeting warrant, which is
scheduled for Nov. 16 at 7
p-m. at Tantasqua Regional
High School.

The first article placed
by the board was for ease-
ments on Walker Pond for
a culvert repair, as it is dete-
riorated, but there are some
portions of the project on
private property.

The next article placed
was for phase two of a
sidewalk project on Cedar
Street. This article is meant
to prepare for a grant appli-
cation for work to be done.
The first phase of the proj-
ect was from Route 20 to the
Burgess Elementary School,
and phase two will go from
Burgess to Cedar Pond.

The next article placed
was for regulations for bat-
tery energy storage systems,
which Town Administrator
Robin Grimm said the Plan-
ning Board is in support of,
and allows the town to have
some control as to where
these systems go. She said if
the town does not have any
bylaws on them, the project
goes to state control.

Grimm noted that even
under this bylaw, if a permit
is not given by 18 months,
the developer can appeal to
the state and put them un-

der control.

“We are trying to protect
deforesting and farmland
being eaten up,” Grimm
said.

The board also placed a
temporary moratorium on
data centers on the warrant,
since the town’s bylaws are
currently silent on them.

The board placed an
article for Massachusetts
Environmental Policy Act
permitting on Douty Road
because the size of the prop-
erty is large enough to trig-
ger that, and they cannot
clear trails until the per-
mitting process is through.
Grimm said this funding
can also start planning
use of fields, parking and
stormwater considerations,
and the funding needed is
$350,000.

Other articles placed on
the warrant included heat-
ing work at the wastewater
treatment plant, a generator,
a Route 20 pumping station
replacement design and De-
partment of Public Works
contracts. With these items
being added, the board
closed and signed the war-
rant for the meeting, along
with signing the state elec-
tion warrant.

An engineer with Tighe
& Bond was present at the
meeting to discuss the Route
20 pumping station, and
said the idea is to keep it
where it currently is, rather
than a previous plan which
was to move it.

The representative said
keeping it where it is saves
about $3 million because
there is a lot of concrete
under the building, going
about 20 feet underground,
and there would be other
costs like easements that

would add up.
He said there were con-
versations with FEMA

to design it so if there is a
flood, the building stays an-
chored into the ground. The
pumping station is nearing
60 years old, being finished
in 1969.

Town Administrator’s
report

Grimm used her report
to thank Becky Plimpton
and Andrew St. George for
their help in putting togeth-
er a healthy living event on
the common, that had a
turnout of about 90 people.

Contracts

The board accepted a
contract with Tighe & Bond
for stormwater permit assis-
tance for $80,000, a contract
with Markings Inc. not to
exceed $35,000 and a con-
tract with Tighe & Bond for
the Stallion Hill water stor-
age tank replacement proj-
ect for $438,000.

According to DPW di-
rector Heather Blakeley, the
original article for that proj-
ect was $3.3 million, and af-
ter this is through, they will
re-evaluate to make sure
there is enough funding for

further phases of the proj-
ect.

Appointments and
resignations

The board appointed
Gil Cooper as an alternate
member of the Conserva-
tion Commission for a term
to end Oct. 5, 2029 and ac-
cepted the resignation of
Rebecca Gendreau from the
Open Space Committee.

Upcoming events

There will be a 5K road
race fundraiser for the Old
Sturbridge Academy on
Nov. 15 from 8-10 a.m., and
comedy nights at Pickleball
U on Oct. 23, 24 and Nov.
21 from 6-9 p.m.

Proclamation
The board proclaimed
Oct. 14 as Rotary Friend-
ship Day between the rota-
ry clubs of Sturbridge, and
Stourbridge, England.

Announcements

Hydrant flushing is con-
tinuing through Nov. 20 and
there is early voting starting
Oct. 17 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
with the same hours on Oct.
24, and regular business
hours on the weeks of Oct.
19 and 25.

National Grid will be
conducting electrical line
maintenance  throughout
area towns.

The next scheduled meet-
ing of the Select Board is
Oct.19.

Historical Society hosts talk on Lucy Danforth Colman

STURBRIDGE - On
Thursday, Oct. 22 at 7 p.m.,
the Sturbridge Historical
Society presents an illustrat-
ed talk, “A Moral Fire: Lucy
Danforth Colman-Abo-
litionist, Women’s Rights
Activist & Free Thinker,” by
local historian Wally Hersee
at the Publick House, 277
Main St.

The program is free and
open to the public.

The talk highlights Stur-
bridge-born Lucy Danforth
Colman, a 19th-century
abolitionist, feminist cam-
paigner, educator and free-
thinker. Colman worked
tirelessly to advance wom-
en’s rights and build support
for the Thirteenth Amend-
ment abolishing slavery.

In her later years, she
advocated for free thought,
marriage equality and prac-
tical reason over dogma.

Hersee is a retired regis-
tered nurse and author ded-
icated to uncovering forgot-
ten New England history.

His research has brought to
light forgotten Revolution-
ary and Civil War veterans,
abolitionists, educators, in-
ventors and local leaders in
Sturbridge.

He also serves on local
organizations focused on
historic preservation and
planning. Find out more
about Hersee, his work and
his publications at Heritage
Oak Press, heritageoak-
press.com.

The Society is hosting a
food drive during the event
to support the Joshua Hyde
Public Library’s Pages and
Packs Pantry. Attendees
are encouraged to bring
non-perishable, non-expired
food items.

This program is gracious-
ly hosted by the Publick
House.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Sturbridge Historical Society
will present a program by Wally
Hersee about Lucy Danforth Col-
man on Thursday, Oct. 22 at 7
p.m. at the Publick House.

Music & Movement returns to Merrick library

BROOKFIELD — Music
& Movement with Julie has
returned to the Merrick Pub-
lic Library, 2 Lincoln St., on
Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.
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When to wash and when not to
wash, that is the question

w umy 4
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

Dark-eyed junco

Every fall I look for the
return of the dark-eyed jun-
cos, also known as “snow
birds” in the middle lati-
tudes.

Over most of the eastern
United States, they appear
as winter sets in and then re-
treat northward each spring
to breed. Other juncos are
year-round residents, re-
treating into woodlands
during the breeding season
or, like those of the Appa-
lachian Mountains, moving
to higher elevations during
the warmer months.

I have not seen any yet,
but I keep an eye out for
them. Often my first sight-
ing of the year is along the
side of the road when I spot
their white tail feathers as
they fly.

Dark-eyed juncos are
little sparrows with gray
plumage and white outer
tail feathers and white un-
derneath. Females and ju-
veniles are slightly browner
and duller.

They breed in forests
including coniferous and
deciduous types and can
be found at elevations from
sea level to over 11,000
feet. Typically, the female
lays between three to six
eggs per clutch. She usually
lays one egg per day until
the clutch is complete

Their diet primarily con-
sists of seeds and insects,
adapting to available food
sources throughout the year.

Juncos are social birds,
often seen in flocks during
winter and they exhibit a
distinctive hopping behav-
ior on the ground. They
flit about forest floors of
the western mountains and
Canada, then flood the rest
of North America for win-
ter.

They are among the
most abundant forest birds
of North America. They
come to feeders and like
many sparrows feed on
the ground to glean seeds
dropped there by other
birds.

They prefer open, par-
tially wooded areas with

understory for cover. They
also have a twittering call
or trilling song. If flushed
from the ground, they ap-
pear gray or dark brown
overall with visible white
outer tail feathers.

The dark-eyed Junco is
one of the most common
birds in North America
and can be found across
the continent from Alaska
to Mexico, from California
to New York. A recent es-
timate set the junco’s total
population at approximate-
ly 630 million individuals.

The oldest recorded
dark-eyed Junco, original-
ly banded in 1991, was at
least 11 years, 4 months old
when it was recaptured and
rereleased during banding
operations in the same state
of West Virginia in 2001.

Large flock of sparrows

Recently, while driv-
ing to the bus stop to pick
up my grandson, I flushed
a large flock of sparrows
along the side of the road. A
large number of them flew
across the road in front of
the car. It happened quickly
so I was not able to identify
them. They were not juncos
as they did not have white
tail feathers

New bird feeder

A man, who attends
meals at the Oakham Senior
Center, built a feeder from
tubing someone gave him.

He filled it with seed and
put it outside. It took a few
days for the birds to arrive,
but he has a lot of birds
coming to it now.

eBird sightings

Recent eBird sightings
included a Cape May war-
bler on Oct. 6 in Belcher-
town and an American
redstart and a black-bel-
lied plover, both spotted
in the northeast Quabbin
area on Oct. 6.

People may report a
bird sighting by emailing
edowner@turley.com or
calling or texting 774-262-
5882.

This is one of my more
funnier titles, isn’t it? It oc-
curred to me that not every-
one knows which fruits or
vegetables should be washed
prior to storage.

Just yesterday 1 was
pondering this topic my-
self, wondering if my fresh
picked apples should be
washed before I stored them
away in the fridge.

Read on to learn the an-
swer to that question as
well as the same for
other crops. While
were at it 1 will
provide additional
tips to help achieve
lengthy storage.

Apples should
not be washed prior
to storage. There is a
protective waxy covering
over the fruit that helps to
increase its shelf life.

Experiments prove that
washing it off caused the
apples to spoil much more
quickly. Placing unwashed
apples in a plastic bag that
is either left open or has per-
forations in it then putting
the bag in the crisper draw-
er of the refrigerator will
give them the best chance
at longevity. This method

provides both air flow and

humidity.

Want to store carrots or

beets? Use the same meth-
od.

You will have to cut back
the greens first, however. If

you leave them on they will
pull moisture from the roots

rendering them limp. Cut

back to a half inch or so.

If your carrots or beets
are super muddy it’s best to
let them air dry briefly to

get some of the extra dirt
off, but just like apples, that

protective waxy layer should

not be washed off. If you
are hoping for a long stor-
age life, it makes sense to go
through your bags of pro-
duce to remove any that be-
gin to rot so that they won’t
infect their neighbors.

There is something to be
gleaned from the old adage
“one bad apple spoils the
whole barrel.”

L}
v
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Like- never

wise,
wash potatoes before put-
ting them in storage! Gen-
tly brush off dirt and store
them in a single layer in the
darkness around 55 degrees.

Darkness will prevent
greening, which renders
potatoes inedible. Potatoes
should not be stored in the
refrigerator. It changes their
texture and makes them
prone to rot.

I think it’s safe to say
that we would never consid-
er washing onions or garlic
prior to storage. We should,
however, gently brush off
the dirt near the roots and
bottom portion of the bulb.
After onions are properly
cured, store them at tem-
peratures close to 40 de-
grees.

Place apples, bananas,
and tomatoes away from on-
ions, these vegetables excrete
ethylene gas as they ripen,
causing onions to sprout
prematurely. Ethylene will

n

also encourage potatoes to
sprout.

Use onion bulbs that have
two centers first; they won’t
store well. Garlic stems
should be cut back to a cou-
ple of inches before storing
for the winter in a cool and
dry location in mesh bags or
on slatted trays etc.

Softneck types of gar-
lic have pliable foliage that
lends itself well to braiding.

In any case, allowing for

good air circulation
will ensure a long
storage life.

Keep  your
garlic fists in-
tact; once bro-

ken apart, indi-
vidual cloves do not
keep as long.

Gently wash win-
ter squash in a 10% bleach
solution prior to storing at
temperatures between 50
and 60 degrees; in this case
it will help prevent rot.

The flavor of many of
our favorite squashes only
improves with age. The same
advice for washing prevails
for pumpkins and gourds.

As the harvest season
continues, may these tips
help to ensure that you get
the longest possible storage
life. A much deserved re-
ward after all of your hard
work!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

S

When Will Congress Repay Social
Security Money Taken Years Ago?

Dear Rusty: est income
reniemi)e:rm thta(; S O C IAL S E C URI TY if;O\Ifl:e st mtehrel3 f:
Congress  bor- 7Y accounting for

rowed a total of
4 trillion dollars
from SS back in

il

By Russell Gloor

about $69 bil-
lion in extra
SS income in

the 1980s and
1990s. When will this be re-
paid with interest?

Signed: Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior:

I’'m afraid your recollec-
tion is not correct — no pol-
iticians (Congress or Presi-

dents) have ever taken money
from the Social Security Trust
Funds — not in the 1980s, nor

1990s, not ever.
Congress and Presidents
are prevented by law from us-

ing Social Security money for

any purpose other than pay-
ing SS benefits to beneficia-
ries and for paying the operat-

- Letter to Editor -
Letter of support for Shannon Teabo

Allow me to share the
main reason I am whole-
heartedly supporting
Shannon Teabo for State
Senator for the Worcester
and Hampshire District in
Massachusetts.

Yes, Shannon gets high
marks for her platform in
my opinion. Affordability
is her primary target.

Yes, she talks about
how she will work to make
healthcare more affordable
and accessible. I like that
she speaks of her struggles
as a working mother and
of her commitment to de-
liver affordable access to
childcare.

I appreciate that, as a
native of rural Central
Mass, Shannon has experi-

enced first-hand the results
of funding shortfalls in our
area. She is committed to
helping create and support
legislation that will more
equitably distribute state
funding for education to
rural schools.

Furthermore, I am con-
fident that Shannon will
be a strong advocate for
the local control of our
environment in the face of
corporations seeking prof-
it over the well-being of
communities. All of this
is extremely important for
Central Mass.

Now, let me tell you
the main reason she will
have my vote. I believe her!
Shannon is genuine.

I have seen her human-

ity. Her deep sense of fair-
ness. I have observed her
selflessness.

I am exhausted by poli-
ticians who smile and pub-
licly make promises simply
to get elected; the type of
political appointee that
shows up only when there
is a local issue from which
they can benefit. It’s dis-
honest.

In Shannon I see integri-
ty and honesty. That is the
most important reason I
will vote for Shannon Tea-
bo for State Senate on Nov.
3. I hope you will do the
same.

With respect,
Eric von Bleicken
West Brookfield

ing costs of administering the
program.

Some significant changes
to the Social Security pro-
gram were, indeed, made in
the years you mention, but
those changes essentially
saved Social Security from
defaulting on monthly SS
payment obligations.

In 1983, Congress and
President Reagan enacted
some income tax on received
SS benefits for those with
higher incomes and which
added to Social Security’s
revenue, thus avoiding a ben-
efit cut.

Then in 1993, Congress
and President Clinton ex-
panded that legislation to
increase the taxation of re-
ceived Social Security bene-
fits to provide additional SS
revenue.

What you may be remem-
bering is the political rheto-
ric from those days, which
opined that Congress had sto-
len, squandered or borrowed
(and should repay) Social Se-
curity money used for other
purposes.

And that rhetoric origi-
nated because of the way re-
ceived SS revenue from pay-
roll FICA tax is invested.

Social Security revenue,
when received, is immediate-
ly invested in special-issue
government bonds, which
pay interest (just like normal
government “T-bills”).

The difference is that these
SS bonds are redeemable,
with interest, upon demand
and as needed by SSA to pay
monthly benefits. This means
that SS gets additional inter-

]
£
2025.

Some folks, however,
feel that because the U.S.
Treasury gets the actual cash
received for those SS invest-
ments, that the money is used
by the Treasury for other pur-
poses. Which is, of course,
true — just as the government
uses all income received from
all revenue sources to pay for
government programs.

So, rather than viewing
those SS bonds as invest-
ments, some view them
as “money borrowed” and
sometimes call the bonds
“worthless I0Us.” This, of
course, is not at all the case,
because every dollar invested
in those special issue govern-
ment bonds has been (and still
is) used only for valid Social
Security purposes and results
in extra SS revenue from in-
terest.

Nevertheless, those accu-
sations were prevalent in the
1980s and 1990s when the
changes to tax SS benefits
were enacted. Indeed, we still
regularly hear and refute sim-
ilar rhetoric these days in our
capacity as Social Security
Advisors.

We’ve written many arti-
cles on this topic, all of which
are available at the AMAC
Foundation’s two main web-
sites at www.amacfounda-
tion.org, and www.SocialSe-
curityReport.org.

To answer your specif-
ic question “when will this
(money) be repaid with in-
terest?”” The answer is - there
is nothing to repay. All mon-

See SOCIAL SECURITY
PAGE 5
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Residents are
invited to shared
ideas, stories

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - For many years,
town organizations have
worked individually to
meet the needs of various
segments of the community
— seniors, veterans, business
owners, youth and faith-
based groups, neighbors in
need of food and fuel assis-
tance.

Now there is an oppor-
tunity to join together in a

town-wide effort to iden-
tify North  Brookfield’s
strengths and weaknesses,
form a consensus and put
these efforts toward meet-
ing the most pressing needs
of the entire community

If you care about your
town and the people in
it come join others on
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 6-7:30
p.m. at the North Brook-
field Junior Senior High
School Kiva Room for the
launch of North Brook-
field’s Community Heart &
Soul initiative.

Come learn about the

community
Community Heart & Soul launches Oct. 21

CH&S program, share your
ideas, and see what you can
do to help chart the future
of North Brookfield.

Over the course of the
Community Heart & Soul
project, which is expected
to take up to two years to
complete, those involved
will attempt to reach every
resident in North Brook-
field to gather their sto-
ries. From these stories,
they hope to find common
themes of what residents
love most about the area
and their hopes for the fu-
ture.

These themes will be-
come the guide and be used
to identify needs, improve
connections, and develop
a long-term action plan
for the future of the com-
munity. In this way North
Brookfield residents will be
directly involved in shap-
ing their town’s future and
working together to achieve
it.

Come meet your neigh-
bors and talk about your
town. Bring your ideas and
enthusiasm.

Pizza, salad and fall
treats will be served.

Free premiere of ‘The American
Constitution’ film on Oct. 25

NEW BRAINTREE
— Explore the origin story
of the American system of
government at a free pub-
lic screening of the new
documentary film, “The
American Constitution”, on
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2-4 p.m. at
New Braintree Town Hall,
20 Memorial Drive.

The film, from
award-winning  filmmaker
David Garrigus, dramatiz-
es the creation of one of
history’s most influential
documents. Using only the
Framers’ own words drawn

directly from the historical
record, an impressive cast
portrays the impassioned
debates between figures like
George Washington, James
Madison and Benjamin
Franklin.

Following the screening,
attendees will have the spe-
cial opportunity to partic-
ipate in a live Q&A session
with the film’s writer and
director, and a legal expert.

The event is free and
open to all. For more infor-
mation, visit Constitution-
Movie.com.

CANDIDATES
FROM PAGE 1

Oct. 30 issue of the Quabo-
ag Current.

During the forum each
candidate will be given the
opportunity to answer ques-
tions and talk about them-
selves.

Below are the statements
submitted by each candi-
date, explaining their rea-
sons for seeking election to
the State Senate.

State Sen. Peter Durant

For the past three years,
I have had the privilege of
serving the 22 communi-
ties of the Worcester and
Hampshire District.

In that time, we’ve made
real, meaningful progress,
and I'm running for reelec-
tion because there’s still so
much more we have to get
done.

My public service start-
ed in local government,
when I sat on the Finance
Committee and became a
selectman in my hometown
of Spencer, after years as a
small business owner. That’s
where I learned the struggles
of a small town, what town
budgets look like from the
inside, and what happens to
that budget when Beacon
Hill issues a mandate but
doesn’t pay for it.

I took those lessons to
the State House in 2011 as a
state representative, and on
my very first day, a tornado
ripped through the towns I
represented. I learned very
quickly how diverse and
complex this job is, and that
more often than not, the is-
sues find you, not the other
way around.

Since that day, through
12 years in the House and
now in the Senate, I have
been on the ground every
day working for the people
I serve.

Sometimes that means
helping families who never
expected to need it. When
homeowners across the dis-
trict found themselves at

risk of losing their
homes to founda-
tions crumbling from
pyrrhotite-tainted
concrete, I champi-
oned legislation to
help them, and we
passed it through the
Senate unanimously.

I am pressing hard
for it to become law.
We're also working on
PFAS contamination
in the water supply of sever-
al of our towns, and a lack
of healthcare options in the
western part of the district.

I take watching over your
tax dollars seriously, which
is why I continue to push for
the legislative audit voters
demanded. I'm also working
toward a fairer formula for
towns with PILOT agree-
ments, where large shares of
state-owned land leave them
with a fraction of what full
taxes would bring in.

And T’ve put that Spen-
cer lesson to work push-
ing back when Beacon Hill
oversteps. When one town
didn’t adopt the zoning the
MBTA Communities Act
requires, the state moved to
withhold funding from the
Wachusett Regional School
District, punishing students
in five towns for a decision
none of their school com-
mittees made. I called that
out publicly, and the admin-
istration reversed course.

If the state will do that to
one school district, it will do
it to yours.

The same goes for towns
facing state decisions they
never asked for. In Oakham,
a developer is seeking state
approval for a large battery
storage facility, and the
process has moved forward
even though, as we’ve ar-
gued, eight of the nine re-
quired permits were never
applied for.

I'm fighting it, because
a town’s future should be
decided locally, not with
an unaccountable board in
Boston.

I also sit on the recently
formed school funding com-

State Sen.
Peter Durant

Shannon
Teabo

mission, specifically to fight
for aid that’s fair to every
community.

This year I sought full
funding for Rural School
Aid, which the state’s own
study showed our small-
er districts need. It failed
strictly along party lines.

Our towns need a senator
who will stand up for them
even when Beacon Hill’s
leadership won'’t.

Every session, Beacon
Hill rolls out something it
calls new, and far too of-
ten it reaches your wallet as
another tax, another fee or
another unfunded mandate.
Our communities don’t need
more of that, no matter
who’s selling it.

There’s plenty of work
still to finish. I'm not asking
you to trust a promise.

I have a record of show-
ing up and delivering for
this district, and I'm proud
of it. I'd be honored to have
your vote.

Shannon Teabo

I’'m a mother, a Central
Massachusetts native, and
a first-time candidate for
State Senate in the Worces-
ter and Hampshire District.

I am running because our
district needs a senator who
answers to them and who
lives with the same bills and
worries as her neighbors.

I am a community mem-
ber and an organizer, and
have spent my time getting
neighbors together around
the issues that affect daily
life in our towns. That work
taught me that problems get
solved when people speak
up and someone is willing
to listen.

SOCIAL SECURITY
FROM PAGE 4

ies ever received for So-
cial Security purposes have
been invested in special in-
terest-bearing ~ government
bonds, which are redeemed
(with interest paid) weekly
as needed to pay Social Se-
curity benefits to those who
have earned and are entitled
to them.

These bonds are secured
by the “full faith and credit
of the U.S. government,” a
financial designation which is
globally considered to be “ex
ceptionally low risk.”

FYI, the SS Trust Fund re-
serves held about $2.5 trillion
in investments as of the end
of 2025, down from about
$2.9 trillion in 2020. The
Trust Fund total is now being
regularly depleted because
incoming SS revenue has not
been sufficient to pay 100%
of SS benefit obligations
since 2021, so Trust Fund re-
serves are now being used to

pay full benefits.

And therein lies the crux
of the Social Security solven-
cy issue, which is why the
program so urgently needs
Congressional reform before
the SS reserves in the Trust
Funds run dry in 2032, after
which everyone would see a
cut in their monthly SS ben-
efits. Congress must enact SS
reform now.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or

any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation's
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

I grew up in Northbor-
ough, graduated from Al-
gonquin Regional High
School, and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in criminal jus-
tice from Worcester State
University.

I have worked in the ser-
vice industry, customer ser-
vice, a veterinary hospital
and human services. Those
jobs showed me how many
people keep our communi-
ties running while stretching
budgets of their own.

Seven years ago, my hus-
band and I settled in West
Brookfield, for the rural
beauty and a place to raise
our family.

Like many families here,
we feel the cost of living ev-
ery month. Groceries, heat-
ing, childcare, utilities, and
healthcare take a bigger bite
out of each paycheck, and
I hear the same thing from
my neighbors.

That is why afford-
ability is the center of my
campaign. I want working
families, seniors and young
people to have a fair chance
at a stable life in the towns
they call home. I support
stronger oversight of utility
companies, including limits
on yearly rate increases and
more transparency when in-
creases are proposed.

I want more help for
households struggling with
heating costs and with stay-
ing cool as summers get
hotter. I want Massachu-

EHE Hé{\
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setts to invest in affordable
childcare, improve access to
healthcare, and bring down
prescription drug costs.

No one should have to
choose between filling a pre-
scription and paying anoth-
er bill.

In West Brookfield, we
have seen what happens
when the state does not keep
up. West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School closed at
the end of June. Residents
voted down a Proposition
2Y override in May, and the
Quaboag Regional School
Committee voted unani-
mously to close the school
and send our students to
Warren Community Ele-
mentary.

Up to 30 staff positions
were cut across the district.

Towns like ours keep
going back to voters with
overrides to pay for essential
services, and every override
lands on neighbors who are
already stretched.

Boston and the State
House must be accountable
to the specific needs of ru-
ral districts like ours. T will
fight for more local aid and
for reform of the formula
the state uses to distribute
it, so it reflects the real cir-
cumstances of small, rural
towns.

I support investment in
public education, afford-
able housing, roads and
bridges and reliable water
infrastructure. The commu-

' Quaboag Current ~ November 5, 2026 ik
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nities that help protect the
Quabbin and Wachusett
watersheds, which supply
drinking water to millions
of people, deserve the re-
sources to maintain their
own infrastructure.

I support new technology
that comes with protections
for workers and local com-
munities, so residents are
never left paying for deci-
sions made by powerful cor-
porations. I believe govern-
ment should be open about
what it is doing, answer
for the results and respond
when people call.

What can I offer voters?
A fighter and advocate for
this district.

I am a working moth-
er who organizes with my
neighbors, raising my family
in a small town and dealing
with these costs myself. I
have no political career to
protect, and I will never for-
get who sent me to Boston.

When a bill about heat-
ing costs, childcare, or lo-
cal aid comes up for a vote,
I will know what it means
for a household like yours,
because it means the same
thing for mine.

If you want a state sena-
tor who knows what it costs
to live here and knows how
to bring people together, 1
would be honored to have
your vote on Tuesday, Nov.
3. To learn more or get in
touch, visit teaboforsenate.
com.
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Chuck & Mud and The Buds performed during the Apple Country Fair on the Brookfield common.

APPLE FAIR
FROM PAGE 1

Another main attrac-
tion for the Apple Country
Fair is the handmade quilt,
which is sewn by three
Brookfield residents, in-
cluding Finney. This year’s
quilt had a patriotic theme
for the nation’s semiquin-
centennial.

“The 250* was our inspi-
ration,” Finney said.

Throughout the day, live
music was performed by lo-
cal favorites Spooner Well
and Chuck & Mud and The
Buds.

The Brookfield Commu-
nity Club has been orga-
nizing the Apple Country
Fair since 1979. The money
raised at the Apple Country

Fair has generated grants
for community service proj-
ects and the Diane Martell
Community Service Award
for a graduating Brookfield
senior.

The Brookfield Commu-
nity Club is now accepting
applications for the 2027
Community Grant Pro-
gram, by visiting Apple-
CountryFair.com/Grants.
The application deadline is
Nov. 10.

The club is also accept-
ing vendor and food truck
applications at AppleCoun-
tryFair.com/Applications
for the 48" annual Apple
Country Fair to be held on
Saturday, Oct. 9, 2027. Ap-
plications will be accepted
until all vendor spaces have
been filled.

work.

For more information
about the Brookfield Com-
munity Club and the Apple

Close to 100 \ledo

& PR At

Students from Willow Brok Academy displayed apple-themed art-

County Fair, visit Apple-
CountryFair.com or follow
the club on Facebook.

rs set up on the Brook- -
- field common for the Apple Country Fair
hosted by the Brookfield Communi

ip Chaffee took a |
¢ turn in the dunk “&
¥4~ tank to raise mon-

. ey for the Fire De- /|

Shown are some of the wood turned bowls Frank White created.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

CLUES ACROSS

1. Small Eurasian deer

4. Province in Northern
Ireland

10. A major division of
geological time

11. Broadway actor Lane

12. Canadian province
(abbr.)

14. Human gene

15. Two

16. A notable one was
“blue”

18. Utter repeatedly

22. Ring-shaped objects

23. Sullies

24. Occurs

26. Commercial

27. Near

28. Tools you may need

30. A pledge

31. They start the alphabet

34. Silk garments

36. Soviet Socialist
Republic

37. Longtime mayor of Rio

39. Hot meal

40. A type of gin

41. Atomic #84

42, $10 bill

48. About ground

50. Medicine man

51. Seedless raisin

52. National capital of
Albania

53. Appendage

54, 0J trial judge

55. European government
entity (abbr.)

56. Bike parts

58. Friend to “Barbie”

59. Stretched to see or
hear

60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
1. Make up for
2. Baltimore ballplayer
3. Wages
4. International
organization of
countries
5. Engravers of gems
6. Declared as fact
7. One who steals
8. Jewelry
9. Hospital worker
12. Nonsense (slang)
13. Town in Galilee
17. Value
19. Alternative identity
20. Sheep in their second
year
21. Town in Surrey,
England
25. Appropriate to a time
of year

29. Creative work

31. Recesses

32. Largely forested
municipality in
Germany

33. Rider of Rohan

35. Ancient symbol co-
opted by Nazis

38. Pioneer

41. Scribe

43, Painted a bright color

44, Member of British
nobility

45, “Pulp Fiction” actress
Thurman

46. Helps people walk

47. Crest of a hill

49. People of southeastern
Alaska

56. One’s own device

57. The Mount Rushmore
State

WOOD TURNER
FROM PAGE 1

said.

The top of the piece has
a collar made of rosewood.
White uses exotics, like rose-
wood and African black-
wood as accents to go with
more common woods, like
cherry, maple or walnut.

“It gives sort of a more
formal appearance,” he said.

White said he has made
hollow forms like this be-
fore, but the decorations
and strips on this large piece
are different.

White will also feature a
walnut hollow form in the
upcoming show, standing
roughly nine inches tall.

“When I got it finished,
about two-thirds of it was
walnut, but the one side was
kind of blotchy because it
was the outer new growth...
and not very attractive. I did
a spray of a small branch
with leaves and then put
in the veins on the leaves
so they showed the walnut
color in a lighter color,” he
said. “I didn’t like it at first,
but when I put the veins in
and did some stippling and
texturing, I liked it.”

White said he has also
created two smaller butter-
nut hollow forms, which
highlight the wood’s grain.

White created another
hollow form that he wood
burned six blue jay feathers
into. He also has one made
from a “mystery” wood that
he picked up years ago at a
wood swap.

“It is a very light-col-
ored wood, like white ash,
but much more dense and
heavy,” White said.

He also has a couple of
pieces made from pecan
wood.

White said for this show
he has made a lot of hollow
forms, and he explained the
process to create one.

3 - o
a-{ e

Fran White works with a variety of wood types.

“The hollow forms in
a way are more iffy as the
hollowing is done sort of
blind,” White said. “You’re
working, shaping, the inside
and you have to be careful
not to cut through.”

White said aside from
that, it’s about the same
difficulty level as making a
bowl, with the main differ-
ence being the direction of
the grain of the wood. Bowls
are usually cross-grain and
hollow forms vertical.

“The hollow forms, they
are a vertical piece and
formed from the wood as
it grows in the tree vertical-
ly,” White said. “And bowls
usually you take a chunk of
wood and cut it in half and
you make two bowls out
of the pad. And also you
can use wet or green wood
more readily in the hollow
forms partly because of the
way the grain is oriented as
it doesn’t change shape as
much.”

Upcoming events at the
gallery

Upcoming shows at the
gallery include a special
“The State of our Union”
show will be held and is
open to anyone. An open-
ing reception will be held on
Friday, Nov. 6 from 5-7 p.m.

The public is encouraged
to submit a piece of work.
All entries will be hung un-

less they are inappropriate
for children.

Artwork must meet the
following requirements: the
theme of the art is “The
State of our Union;” the for-
mat is six inches by six inch-
es; and the artwork must be
mailed to West Brookfield
Art & Frame Gallery, P.O.
Box 102, West Brookfield,
MA 01585 or dropped off
at the gallery during open
hours before Oct. 30.

Artists can use any medi-
um of their choosing.

Gallery owner Fay said,
“You don’t have to be an
‘artist’ or an adult to partic-
ipate, and it doesn’t matter
what you like or don’t like.
All work submitted will be
respected.”

A fine art benefit auc-
tion will be held on Friday,
Nov. 20 from 5-7 p.m. with
proceeds going to the Shar-
ing Cupboard food bank in
West Brookfield. Artists will
be donating their works for
a silent auction.

The “Tiny Works Holi-
day Group Show” will close
out the year with a reception
on Friday, Dec. 4 from 5-7
p-m. This annual show fea-
tures small works by gallery
artists just in time for the
holiday gift giving season.

About the gallery

For more information
and a complete listing of
gallery happenings, call the
gallery at 508-753-8604,
email yafacceber@hot-
mail.com, visit westbrook-
fieldartandframe.com or
stop by the gallery during
open hours, Thursday and
Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday from 10 a.m.-5
pm. and Sunday from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

This wood turned vase has a
dark, contrasted collar.
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Cougars
fall at
home

WARREN - Last Fri-
day afternoon, Quaboag
boys soccer was defeated by
Burncoat 2-0.

The Cougars had won
their first game of the reg-
ular season over Abby Kel-
ley early last week, and are
now just 1-7-1 on the regu-
lar season. Quaboag is back
in action on Friday, Oct.
16 against Monty Tech at 4

p-m. on the road.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

loose ball.

Leo Paquette chases down a
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Hunter Dodson passes ahead of a defender’s

pressure.

Lincoln Brown plays a pass on the run.

Christian Marshall clears the ball out of the
defensive end.

Warriors battle to 1-1
draw with Doherty

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE—Matt
Guertin began his coach-
ing career almost 20 years
ago as the Tantasqua girls’
varsity soccer coach. He
switched over to the boys’
side in the fall of 2013.

In Guertin’s first season
leading the boys’ varsity
soccer team, the Warriors
didn’t qualify for the post-
season tournament, buat
they’ve been postseason reg-
ulars ever since.

“We finished with an 8-10
record and just missed mak-
ing the postseason tour-
nament in my first season
as the boys soccer coach,”
Guertin said. “We’ve been
able to qualify for the play-
offs every year since, and
that’s something I'm very
proud of.”

The first month of the
2026 campaign didn’t exact-
ly go Tantasqua’s way.

The Warriors had a 2-6-
2 overall record and a 1-3-
1 record against Central
Mass. Athletic Conference
(A) opponents following a
1-1 home draw against the
Doherty Highlanders on
Oct. 5.

“We just need to have a
good October. This is a very
good result for us because
Doherty is a very good soc-
cer team,” Guertin added.
“We’ve been in every game
so far this season, but we
just haven’t gotten over the

hump yet. I think we still
have a chance to qualify for
the state tournament, but
we need to start fitting the
pieces of the puzzle togeth-
er.”

The only match that the
Warriors lost by more than
two goals was a 3-0 setback
in their first meeting against
the Highlanders (5-1-4, 2-0-
3), who are currently in first
place in the CMAC (A)
standings.

Tantasqua’s first two
victories came on the road
against Northbridge (1-0)
and Blackstone Valley Reg
Voc/Tech High School (4-
2). They also tied Shepherd
Hill (2-2) at home in their
previous match.

The  Warriors  were
ranked 40th in the MIAA
Division 3 state power rank-
ings released on October 9.
The top 32 teams in each
of the five Divisions au-
tomatically qualify for the
state tournament. The other
teams, who finish the regular
season with a .500 or better
record, will also be compet-
ing in the state soccer tour-
nament, which is scheduled
to start on November 6.

The Warriors were trail-
ing 1-0 against the High-
landers with a little more
than twenty minutes re-
maining in regulation before
senior tri-captain Easton
Ferro netted the tying goal.

“I just ran towards the
ball and was able to put it

See WARRIORS PAGE 8

Panthers shut out West Boylston

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—For the first
time in six years, the Quab-
bin boys’ varsity soccer
team is on track to finish
the regular season with a
.500 record or better.

A convincing 5-0 victory
over Mid-Wach (D) rival
West Boylston at Alumni
Field last Tuesday after-
noon moved the Panthers
within two wins of secur-
ing their first .500-or-better
regular season record since
2020. The Panthers had a
6-2-1 overall record and a
4-1-1 league mark following
their third shutout victo-
ry of this fall. They’re also
seeking to make their first
appearance in the Division
3 state tournament.

“We only need two more
wins to qualify for the state
tournament for the first
time,” said second-year
Quabbin head coach Bill
Crowther. “If we do earn
a postseason berth, I'll be
thrilled for the entire team,
particularly the four seniors
who have helped lead this

o
Joseph Cook chase down a loose ball through defenders

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JEFFREY HAYNES

Jacoby Dilling collides with the goalie after sprinting towards a

potential shot.
group. It’s been an exciting
season so far.”

Quabbin finished the
2020 campaign with a win-
ning record, but the post-
season tournament wasn’t
held that season due to the
COVID 19 Pandemic.

The Panthers finished

the 2019 regular season
with an 8-7-1 overall record
and earned the No. 8 seed
in the Central Mass. Divi-
sion 3 Tournament. Their
season ended in heartbreak-
ing fashion, however, with a
3-2 penalty-shootout loss to
ninth-seeded Northbridge
in a first-round match at
home.

This year’s team was
ranked 44th in the MIAA
Division 3 state tournament
power rankings that was
released on October 9. The
top 32 teams in each divi-
sion automatically qualify
for the state tournament,
along with the other teams,
who finish the regular sea-
son with a .500 record.

The Panthers senior
tri-captains are Logan Bru-
ley, Jacoby Dilling, and
Owen Twarog, who’s side-
lined with an injury.

See PANTHERS
PAGE 8
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Owen Marion chases down a
loose ball.

Knlghts take victory over Pathflnder boys

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—For the sec-
ond straight season, the
Holyoke boys’ varsity soccer
team came away victorious
in its second regular-season
showdown with Bi-County

East rival Pathfinder Tech.

The Purple Knights
struck twice in the first 10
minutes and then withstood
a challenge from the Pio-
neers to earn a 3-2 victory
on Oct. 5 at historic Legion
Field in Palmer.

“We played two competi-

Brodey Williams is pressured by a Holyoke paper.

tive games against Pathfind-
er last year. Our first meet-
ing of this season ended in
a tie,” said Holyoke head
coach Cam Rivest. “We
were able to take an early
lead in tonight’s game, and
we didn’t let it slip away like
we’ve done a few times this
season.”

Holyoke didn’t have very
much trouble posting a 5-0
home shutout over Path-
finder Tech in their second
meeting of last season.

Back in the middle of
September, the two squads
battled to a 1-1 draw.

Following their second
meeting of this season, the
Purple Knights had a 3-5-
2 overall record, while the
Pioneers saw their overall
record drop to 7-3-1.

“This is a difficult loss
for us,” said Pathfinder Tech
head coach Dave Wilson.
“We were just flat tonight.

See PATHFINDER
PAGE 8
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Pumpkin Patch is open through Oct. 31

STURBRIDGE - The
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale, 8 Maple
St., is hosting its 9th annu-
al Pumpkin Patch through
Saturday, Oct. 31, with
pumpkins, seasonal dis-
plays and a growing sched-
ule of activities for the com-
munity.

The Pumpkin Patch will
be open Monday through
Friday, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Saturday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
and Sunday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.,
weather permitting. Pay-
ment may be made by cash,
credit card or Venmo.

Proceeds help the Fed-
erated Church support a
variety of local missions
and ministries, including
Sturbridge Girl Scout and
Scouting America troops,
both of which meet at the
church, the local Veterans
Association and the church’s
ecumenical work with other
area congregations.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds supports the Navajo
Nation in Farmington, New
Mexico, where Pumpkins
USA grows the pumpkins
and provides seasonal and
year-round employment.

October will be a partic-
ularly active month at the
Federated Church. In addi-
tion to the Pumpkin Patch,
the church will host the
Koinonia women’s group
Rummage Sale on Oct. 23
and 24.

For additional informa-
tion about the Pumpkin
Patch, October activities or
volunteering to help with
unloading and setup, visit
sturfed.org, call the church
office at 774-304-1021 or
email churchoffice@sturfed.
org.

East Brookfield library lists fall events

EAST BROOKFIELD -
The East Brookfield Public
Library’s annual Fall Craft
Fair will be held at the li-
brary, 122 Connie Mack
Drive, on Saturday, Oct. 17
from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Movie Time

Stop by the library with
your lunch and enjoy a

block buster movie and
meet new friends. The next
movie is “The Librarian” on
Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 1 p.m.

Haunt the Town Hall/
movie

The library will play “It’s
the Great Pumpkin Charlie
Brown” movie starting at
3:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.

29. Children in costume can
then Haunt the Town Hall
after the movie.

A Charlie Brown
Thanksgiving
The  Charlie  Brown

Thanksgiving movie will be
played on Thursday, Nov.
19 at 3:30 pm. A Charlie
Brown Feast will be served.

PANTHERS
FROM PAGE 7

“Not having Owen on
the field is a huge loss for
us,” Crowther said. “He’s a
center midfielder and he’s
a physical player. He was
also our second leading goal
scorer behind Jacoby.”

Dilling entered the match
with 15 goals and 4 assists
for a total of 19 points.

“Jacoby has the nose for
the goal,” Crowther said.
“Teams are double-teaming
Jacoby, but he’s still scoring
goals. We always try to hide
him on the field.

Bruley is also the Com-
mander of Quabbin’s ROTC
program.

“Logan is an outstand-
ing leader,” Crowther added.
“He anchors the defense.”

The other Quabbin senior
is Nate Cruz, who scored a
tap in goal at the start of the
second half against the Li-
ons (0-8-1).

Junior goalie Silas Stuku-
lus Barriecau, who was re-
cently named as a team cap-
tain by Crowther, made only
five saves in the shutout.

“This is Silas first sea-
son as our fulltime goalie,”
Crowther said. “He was a
defender last year and was
our most improved player.
He has been doing a very
good job this year and I love
having him back there.”

Goalie Silas Stukuls
Barrieau makes the
catch and the stop.
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Barrieau received plenty
of support from his defen-
sive unit, which is led by ju-
nior Jake Doty, junior Abe
Brown, sophomore Greyson
Mullins, and Bruley.

While the Panthers se-
niors are leading the way this
fall, the younger players have
also been doing their part.
Four sophomores contrib-
uted with either a goal or an
assist in the Panthers second
home win of the regular sea-
son. Gavin Rivard and Nate
Gingras each scored a goal.
Gingras was also credited
with an assist. Bobby Tobin
also chipped in with an as-
sist, while Joseph Cook add-
ed two assists.

“We do have the piec-
es,” Crowther said. “I just
want to continue

to develop the
younger players
for the future.”
The Panthers
recorded an
8-2 win at West
Boylston at the
beginning of the
regular season.
“We also beat
them soundly in
our first meeting
and this could’ve
been a potential
trap game for
us. It’s some-
thing that we’ve
talked  about,”
Crowther  said.
“We won the first

Wyatt Grillo fights for possession near
the sideline.

)
COMING
SOON,

meeting of last

Gift Idea, Seasonal Recipes, Local Happenings

season against West Boyl-
ston without much trouble,
but we tied the second meet-
ing. We must be ready to
play every game.”

The Lions had several
scoring chances during the
opening 40 minutes of the
match, but the Panthers held
a 2-0 advantage at halftime.

The Panthers got on the
scoreboard for the first time
during the 17th minute. Dil-
ling fired a shot on goal from
the right side, which deflect-
ed away from junior goalie
Alex Silver. Rivard, whose
father, Jeremey, is the Pan-
thers junior varsity soccer
coach, knocked home the
rebound shot.

Two minutes later, Dil-
ling, who also plays basket-
ball, fired a low shot into the
right corner giving the home
team a 2-0 lead.

The Panthers pulled away
during the second half with
goals from Cruz, Gingras,
and Dilling.

Quabbin was scheduled
to begin this week’s action
with  back-to-back non-
league home games against
Quaboag Regional and
Worcester Tech before fac-
ing league rival Gardner in
another home match at Spm
on Thursday.

The Panthers players
and coaching staff are also
looking forward to playing
first place Clinton in a very
important road game on Oc-
tober 20.

WARRIORS
FROM PAGE 7

into the net,” Ferro said.
““We lost to Doherty ear-
lier in the season, so we’ll
take this tie

Ferro’s fourth goal of
the regular season was un-
assisted.

“Ethan has had many
scoring chances so far this
season and he’s capitalized
on a few of them,” Guertin
said. “He’s a very strong
soccer player and we put a
lot on his shoulders.”

Doherty broke the ice
with an unassisted goal
from sophomore Henrique
Almeida during the 26th
minute of the opening half.

The other two Warriors
senior captains are Conor
Boivin and Jax Buday.

Rounding out the War-

riors senior class are Jere-
my Mrotek, Jeremy Shea,
Graydon Curboy, Matt
Santos, and Nico Fazzuoli.

Mrotek and Buday are
starting defenders, along
with junior Evan LaFoun-
tain and sophomore Ethan
Melidone.

The four Warriors de-
fenders made things easy
for junior goalie Brayden
O’Keefe, who only needed
to make a handful of saves
against the Highlanders.

Less than ten min-
utes into the opening
half, O’Keefe made an
outstanding diving save
following a corner kick,
which kept the match
scoreless.

The Warriors’ other ju-
nior starters in the home
match against Doherty
were Nathan Cutler, Grif-

fin Chase, and Jacob De-
long. Another junior is
Nathan Regan, who’s a
reserve player.

The Warriors’ head
coach is related to two
members of the sopho-
more class.

Matt Guertin Jr. is his
son, while Jason Guertin is
his nephew.

Rounding out the var-
sity roster are sophomore
Owen Gendreau, sopho-
more Henry Cournoyer,
and freshman Ben Henry
Cournoyer

Tantasqua returned to
the win column two days
later, squeaking out a 3-2
road victory over Worces-
ter North at Foley Sta-
dium. Ferro, Cutler and
Matt Guertin Jr. each
found the back of the net
for the Warriors.

PATHFINDER
FROM PAGE 7

This was a game that we
should’ve won. Give them
all the credit.”

Pathfinder was ranked
22nd in the MIAA Divi-
sion 5 state power rankings
that were released on Octo-
ber 9.

Holyoke, who graduat-
ed seven players from last
year’s squad, defeated Mo-
hawk Trail Regional, 5-2,
on the road and posted a
4-2 home win versus Ware.

The Purple Knights
scored their first goal
against the Pioneers during
the third minute of the
opening half when senior
Nayan Tabin unleashed a
shot from about 25 yards
out. The ball deflected

off the right post before

- i

lan Sauri-Neves makes a throw-
in.

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE (413) 283-8393

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
OCTOBER 28, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE:
NOVEMBER 2026

Distributed in ALL
12 Turley Community
Newspapers!
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bouncing into the net past
sophomore goalie Elijah
Hodge (5 saves) for an un-
assisted goal.

Five minutes later, Holy-
oke junior Isiah Frazer re-
ceived a pass from senior
Xevier Davila before scor-
ing a break away goal by
firing a shot into the right
corner of the net.

After failing to con-
vert on a couple of corner
kicks, the Pioneers sliced
the deficit in half when
senior Cayden Bousquet,
who leads the Pioneers
with 24 goals this season,
dribbled down the left side
before delivering a shot
into the right corner past
junior keeper Rikendy Jean
(11 saves). Senior Brody
Wetnicka was credited with
the assist.

In the middle of the

first half, Jean made a div-
ing save on a shot attempt
taken by sophomore Abees
Castillo-Clotter, which en-
abled the Purple Knights
to keep the one goal lead.

Castillo-Clotter is one
of three Pathfinder Tech
players who attend Palm-
er High School, joining
seniors Owen Pear and
Dylan Holbrook. The
three players suit up for
Pathfinder Tech through
a co-op between the two
neighboring high schools.

Bousquet came close
to finding the equalizer
on two occasions late in
the first half, but Holyoke
held on to a slim 2-1 lead at
halftime.

The trio of Castil-
lo-Clotter, Bousquet, and
sophomore Owen Marion
had shots on goal during
the first five minutes of the
second half.

Seven minutes after
halftime, Holyoke regained
a two-goal cushion. Fol-
lowing a throw-in from the
left sideline by Tabin, Da-
vila found the back of the
net for his first goal of the
season.

In the middle of the sec-
ond half, Pathfinder Tech
closed the gap again when
Bousquet scored a rebound
goal.

Just like in the first half,
the Pioneers were unable to
score the tying goal, as the
Purple Knights players en-
joyed their bus ride home.

Cayden Bousquet turns play
around after getting possession.

Goalie Silas Stukuls
Barrieau makes the
catch and the stop
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Women-owned
businesses are thriving

Women entrepreneurs
are not to be underestimat-
ed. Data affirms that wom-
en-owned businesses are
growing and thriving.

According to North
One  banking, wom-
en-owned firms account
for more than 12 million
businesses in the Unit-
ed States. In addition, the
2024 Wells Fargo Impact of
Women-Owned Business
Report, in partnership with
Ventureneer, Core Wom-
en and Women Impacting
Public Policy, found the
number of women-owned
business increased at a rate
of 4.5 times between 2019
to 2023. Women-owned
businesses are driving eco-
nomic growth, and a deeper
look at some of the num-
bers supports that notion.

e The Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise Council
says there are 12.3 million
women-owned businesses
in the U.S., which compris-
es about 40 percent of the
total number of businesses.

¢ Women-owned busi-
nesses bring in nearly $2
trillion every year, says the
National Women’s Busi-
ness Council.

* During the pandemic,
women-owned businesses
added 1.4 million jobs and
$579.6 billion in revenue
to the economy, says Wells
Fargo.

e World Bank indi-
cates that roughly one-third
of principal owners of all
businesses are female.

e WBENC advises that
64 percent of new wom-
en-owned businesses are
started by women of color.

¢ Women’s Business
Enterprises Canada says

Women-owned businesses are driving economic growth,
and a deeper look at some of the numbers supports that

notion.

more than 85 percent of
buying decisions are influ-
enced by women. The Ca-
nadian Minister of Small
Business notes that wom-
en business ownership is
growing. In 2023, approx-
imately 18.4 percent of all
businesses in Canada were
majority owned by women,
compared to 15.6 percent in
2017.

e According to Forbes,
women-led tech compa-
nies achieve a 35 percent

higher ROI. A Forbes study
with First Round Capital, a
venture capital firm, found
female-founded business-
es in their portfolio out-
performed male-founded
companies by more than 60
percent.

Women-owned  busi-
nesses are making a large
impact on North America
and around the world. Such
firms continue to employ
millions of people and fos-
ter strong economies.

NBUSINESSweek

C assie Paolucci has been a [ e
fixture in the local business

community for more than two

decades.

In 2002, Paolucci and her
husband, John, opened Main Street
Liquors in West Brookfield

In 2005, Paolucci received her
realtor license and began selling Y
real estate for Quaboag Valley Real
Estate. Paolucci earned her broker = Ja ‘ﬂ
license and opened Post Road =24 - =
Realty in 2013 with husband John. — = = — T = o

“I love meeting people and helping people with one of their biggest purchases in life,” said
Paolucci. “I maintain relationships, not just clients but friends. | value all my past and future
clients and have worked hard to have solid friendships,”

Paolucci also operates Post Road Storage, which has just expanded to Post Road Storage &
Billboards. “It’s a resource that Post Road can offer their clients, storage space, either before the
move in or move out stages. And now, we offer billboards which opens doors to local businesses
to market themselves.”

Paolucci also has rental properties, which are often used as a benefit to the buyers or sellers
of the properties. “This option opens up time frames for selling or buying a home, and help cover
that possible crossover time between transactions,” said Paolucci.

With a strong knowledge of the construction industry, Paolucci has built new homes and
renovated homes for resale. “Knowing the contractors and the costs of building, helps me
provide a stronger input to a seller or buyer that they can count on,” said Paolucci.

Paolucci gives a lot of credit for the success and efficiency of the Post Road office operations
to her administrative assistant, Deb Provencher. Provencher came to work for Post Road Realty
five years ago.

“I had retired after teaching kindergarten for twenty years, before that, | had worked in the
insurance and banking industries,” said Provencher. “Retirement wasn’t sitting well with me so
| went looking for a part time position. | had seen the position for Post Road Realty available. It
turns out that Cassie and | had known each other well, as | had been her children’s teacher,” said
Provencher.

Provencher said she enjoys her job so much that she earned her real estate license. “I enjoy
the administrative responsibilities of the office, though it’s a challenge to navigate the ups and
downs of the real estate markets. It's very rewarding to me personally when | can assist a client
check off any requirement in any process.” On Provencher’s off duty time, she enjoys ship
cruising, friends and family, the New England Patriots, though the beach is her “happy place.”

Paolucci serves on the West Brookfield Town Common commission. “It is special to me that |
can help where | grew up. The common means a lot to so many family and friends. Getting the
fountain working is a task but we make it happen,” she said.

Paolucci has a daughter, Isabella, and a son, Vinny, and three dogs, Gino, Enzo and Rocko.

On her off time, she enjoys gardening and camping. She also has chickens and three beehives.

“Professionally, what | do isn’t just a job, it's a passion. This job is not all roses but the
satisfaction of helping a family makes it right for me,”” said Paolucci. “Post Road Realty is
generational. We commit to helping clients, not just as clients but as friends and we assist those
friends throughout the years present and to come.”

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

| October 16, 2026 PAGE 9

www.PostRoadRealty.com

Cassie Paolucci Follow us on

774-200-3523

Over 25 years of customer service at the agency
Personal and commercial lines customer service
Registrations, claims, payments, billing, quoting new and renewing policies.

Sue

Greeting everyone with a smile at front desk
30 plus years in claim service

Sue does claims, billing customer service
Office frontline - taking incoming calls and customers

Sharon

Licensed agent — 40 years experience
Personal, commercial and life insurance sales and service
Registrations, claims, payments, billing, quoting new and renewing policies
Sharon@westbrookinsuranceagency.com

WESTBROOK
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Insurance ¢ Paralegal Services

~ Proudly serving the community for 50 years ~

BILL MANSFIELD, Founder/CEO

130 East Main Street, Post Office Box 1013, West Brookfield, MA 01585-1013
508-867-6894 * Fax: 508-867-7856

Mary C. McGovern, MBA

Country Bank President &
Chief Executive Officer

Mary McGovern brings more than
36 years of experience in the
financial services industry to her role
as President and Chief Executive
Officer of Country Bank, where she
is proud to serve as the institution’s
first female leader. A results-driven
executive, Mary is recognized for
her authentic leadership style that
blends innovation, collaboration,
and compassion.

Since stepping into the role, she has
embraced opportunities to inspire
others and elevate women in

leadership, from speaking
engagements to mentorship. She
currently serves on the boards of
the Massachusetts Bankers Association, the Food Bank of Western
Massachusetts, and the Massachusetts Housing Authority, extending
her impact beyond banking into community well-being.

Mary's leadership and achievements have been recognized by both
the Worcester Business Journal and Hannaford Supermarkets,
honoring her as one of Massachusetts’ outstanding women in
business. She remains dedicated to advancing Country Bank’s
mission while empowering its people, customers, and communities
to thrive.

wicountrybank

Made to make a difference.

MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF

Celebrating I75 years in bus

visit www.countrybank.com to learn more.
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- public

safety -

East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of Sept.
13-20, the East Brookfield
Police Department respond-
ed to 201 buildinglproperty
checks, 97 directed area pa-
trols, 10 radar assignments,
16 traffic controls, 10 emer-
gency 911 calls, four citizen
assists, four assist other
agencies, one complaint, one
motor vehicle accident, one
suspicious activity, one dis-
turbance, six animal calls
and 34 motor vehicle stops
in the town of East Brook-

field.

Sunday, Sept. 13

4:10 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, Ser-
vices Rendered

5:12 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Howe Street, Voice Mes-
sage Left

8:02 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Park Street,
Transported to Hospital

9:55 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, East Main Street,
Officer Handled

Monday, Sept. 14

8:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:29 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, West Stur-
bridge Road, Transported
to Hospital

11:19 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Howe Street, Officer
Handled

3:10 pm. 911 Distur-
bance, Jean Avenue, Trans-

ported to Hospital

3:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:05 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

4:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Street, Cita-
tion Issued

5:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

6:59 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

9:52 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, East Main
Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

Tuesday, Sept. 15
5:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, East Main Street,
Vehicle Towed

Wednesday, Sept. 16

11:58 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Connie Mack Drive,
Spoken To

12:48 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, Ser-
vices Rendered

5:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-

tation Issued

7:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

11:28 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Drake Lane,
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Sept. 17
8:24 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Blaine Avenue,
Transported to Hospital
11:05 a.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack
Drive, Services Rendered

Friday, Sept. 18

12:14 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack
Drive, Services Rendered

7:11 p.m. Directed/Area
Patrol, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

7:20 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

7:26 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

7:55 p.m. Radar, Route
49, Citation Issued

7:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Route 49, Citation
Issued

8:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Saturday, Sept. 19
12:29 a.m. Complaint,
North Street, Officer Han-

dled
6:36 pm. 911 Suspi-
cious Activity, Harrington
Street, Officer Handled
9:15 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, Faith Drive,
Transported to Hospital

Sunday, Sept. 20

8:45 a.m. Traffic Con-
trol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9 a.m. Traffic Control,
Mechanic Street, Citation
Issued

9:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Mechanic Street, Ci-
tation Issued

11:34 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, West Main Street,
Citation Issued

11:39 a.m. Directed/
Area Patrol, Podunk Road,
Citation Issued

12:10 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Shore Road, Cita-
tion Issued

2:41 p.m. Directed/Area
Patrol, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

2:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

5:09 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, West Main
Street, Officer Handled

7:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Sept.
28-Oct. 5, the Hardwickl
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 18
buildinglproperty checks, 15
directedlarea patrols, five
radar assignments, one traf-
fic control, four emergency
911 calls, one assist other
agency, one safety hazard,
two disturbances, one mo-
tor vehicle crash, one com-
plaint, two suspicious activ-
ities, one fire, two animal
calls and two motor vehicle

stop in the town of New
Braintree.

Monday, Sept. 28
11:37 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, Ser-
vices Rendered

Tuesday, Sept. 29
2:42 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Scott Road,
Transported to Hospital
7:20 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-
hicle Crash, Prouty Road,
Summons Issued

Wednesday, Sept. 30

1:27 p.m. Disturbance,
Gilbertville Road, Served
in Hand

Thursday, Oct. 1
8:58 a.m. Parking Com-
plaint, Memorial Drive,
Spoken To
8:43 p.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Unitas Road, Nega-
tive Contact

Friday, Oct. 2
2:13 p.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Unitas Road, Officer
Handled
4:39 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Ravine Road, Officer Han-
dled

Saturday, Oct. 3
7:44 a.m. 911 Distur-
bance, Hardwick Road,
Services Rendered
9:21 p.m. 911 Fire/Oth-
er, Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

Senior Center lists upcoming events in October

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The North
Brookfield Senior Center,
located at 29 Forest St.,
will offer the following pro-
grams during the month of
October.

Activities and events in-
clude Tech Help with Alex
on Oct. 26 at 10 a.m. Tri

Job Connection

Valley Nutrition Program —
Healthy Eating on a Budget
on Oct. 27 at 1 p.m.; Fraud
Prevention by Joseph Ear-
ly’s Office on Oct. 28 at 11
a.m.; Blood Pressure/Glu-
cose Clinic on Oct. 28 from
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Ed
Spater, Medicare Specialist
on Oct. 29 from 10 a.m.-1

p.m. by appointment only;
and a Free Art Class on
Oct. 29 at 11 a.m.

Weekly programs and
activities  include  daily
coffee; Walking Club on
Mondays and Thursdays at
9:30 a.m.; Food Distribu-
tion (for North Brookfield
and Brookfield residents)

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Gonnection!

Each week this available jobs section

W

HELP WAN TED
THE TOWN c

IS SEE K&FGWARE 5o

. ctor of P);

TOWN OF HARDWIGK
R JOB DESCRIPTIQN

on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.;
lunch on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at noon; Craft-
ing Group on Wednesdays
at 9:30 a.m.; Gentle Yoga
on Thursdays at 1 p.m. ($5
fee); and Functional Fit-
ness on Fridays at 10:30
a.m. ($5 fee).

- public notices -

TOWN OF
WEST BROOKFIELD
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals
will hold a public hearing on
Monday, October 26th, 2026
at 6:00pm in the first floor meet-
ing room, West Brookfield Town
Hall, to act on an application for
a Special Permit, for Robert and
Jennifer Dold, for the property

located at 207 Shoreline Dr, West
Brookfield. The applicant wish-
es to rebuild a house that was de-
molished due to failing founda-
tion. A Special Permit is required
per Section 1.52. Non-Conform-
ing Structures. Please note this
public hearing was previously
advertised for Tuesday October
12th 2026, which was incorrect.
10/09, 10/16/2026

ARTIST OF MONTH
FROM PAGE 1

Bronz ~ Adventure and
played heavy metal. He per-
formed with the band for
about a year and a half and
then decided to take a step
back from music.

Matthews found a career
as a truck driver and start-
ed a family. What pulled
him back into music hap-
pened after he heard John-
ny Cash’s American Series.

He was also encouraged
by his wife Tonya to play
again. After not touching
a guitar for nearly 20 years,
Matthews began playing
again around 2010-2011.

To get a sense of per-
forming in front of crowds,
he started attending open
mics. He admired the open
mics that were run by Bill
McCarthy. He would get
to play for a full half hour
and McCarthy hosted open
mic across several venues in
Worcester.

Matthews got into play-
ing country music by several
of his inspirations: Johnny
Cash, Hank Williams and
Willie Nelson.

Matthews wrote a song,
“Having Faith”, in the
memory of a child he and
hist wife lost and got it re-
corded at Wachusett Re-
cording in Princeton. The
owner of the recording stu-
dio asked if Matthews had
other songs so he could have
them recorded.

Matthews has record-
ed four CDs at from 2015-
2021.

He soon got in contact
with his old band buddy
Bruce Pierce, who has his
own studio, Mooncusser
Recording Studio, in Up-
ton.

Now that he is semi-re-
tired from truck driving,
Matthews had a few new
songs to share and record
and he started playing at
open mics again. He has
been performing open mics
at Lost Towns Brewing
since 2024.

He plays regularly with
John Fuller, David Clarke
and Karen Gallant at Lost

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

Towns Brewing.

“My ‘Cheers’ place,
Matthews said about Lost
Towns.

Matthews also played
music alongside Bob Sarka-
la, who is the current man-
ager of Union Music in
Worcester. Sarkala is a
lifelong musician who has
played lead guitar backing
up Matthews’ music, in-
cluding in all his recordings
going back to 2019.

This year, Matthews has
been branching out and
performed during the Ram-
blin’ Roads Country Fest in
Vermont. He also performs
at singer-songwriter events
and usually plays his own
music in addition to classic
country COvers.

Matthews is currently
working on a new song with
Pierce at Mooncusser Stu-
dio.

One of his favorite songs
he sings and wrote is “Truck
Driving Man”. In this song
you hear a truck start in the
beginning.

The song is a solute to his
truck driving career and the
other truck drivers he met
over the years.

The inspirations behind
his country music include
grittiness and honesty of
Johnny Cash, fitting poems
into songs and the blue-col-
lar life.

Themes of his songs re-
volve around the challenges
you encounter in life, and
you doing the best you can
through those hard times.

“I did my job,” Matthews
said. The way he always
looked at both music and
real life.

Matthews” music can be
heard on all listening plat-
forms. More about Mat-
thews can be found at www.
stanmatthewsmusic.com.

>

About the friends

The Friends of the
North Brookfield Town
House is a nonprofit orga-
nization focused on restor-
ing, preserving, and sus-
taining the Town House as
a cultural center of North
Brookfield.

More information can be
found at nbtownhouse.com.

Support
the local
businesses
that support
your local
newspaper.
Let them know

Massachusetts newspapers. you saw their

will run in your community newspapers.
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE
FIREWOOD TN HOME LAND CLEARING
FURNITURE
FIREWOOD REMOVAL IMPROVEMENT HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All' hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

(413)477-0083 Call 413-279-1050
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood A ca" We Hal.ll CHAMELEON
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless FAST HEMOVAI- PAINTING & REMODELING MASONRY
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882- INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
0178 Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. )
We load it & take it. Remodeling & STOP WET
MISCELLANEOUS | 132311939 Deck Specialists BASEMENTS
Residential/Commercial ABC Mﬁ:&%ﬁ:g&ﬁ:MENT
BUILDER SERIOUS WOODWORK :
TOOLS. Jet table saw, Jet shop dust col- m Fully Insured e Free Estimates All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
e dsmagen e o 413-351-1147 | oismoner ooy
A B Hauling and ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
Removal Service BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
m LANDSCAPING Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

2**xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD

WANTED! REMOVAL SERVICE*******
CASH for: Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
« Machinist tools, power tools bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
& Snap on. pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
« Electronics & Audio Equipment. fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
* Sports Cards. Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
* 70s/805/90s Toys. (413)222-8868.

* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-

MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

ELECTRICIAN er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.
ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED. Ru BB'SH
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, PJ’s Electrical REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S
RUBBISH REMOVAL

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950.
(413)537-5090

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall
Painting ¢ & more!

-

TREE WORK

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &
Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
(Holyoke, MA) wtd to plan/coordinate/mon-
itor child care & educational enrichment
programs; monitor/evaluate student prog-
ress & program curriculum; maintain a safe
and healthy environment for students; etc.

Resume: MHEG INC.,
225 South St.,
Holyoke MA 01040

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
i JH Quabbin ————
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation: w

5 6 7 8 -

9 10 1" 12 %“”

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 B“;g_igg Suburban

21 Base Price | 22 Base Price [ 23 Base Price | 24 Base Price RBSidentiaI

$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 C/fCU /a 2‘/0/7
. 59,000
% s | 26 megia| 27 s 28 waresl | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Basg&ig& 30 Bas;;r.igg 31 Basi;‘rfgg 32 Bas;;zrfsg
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Benase | 34 Besag0| 39 B isisy| 36 Bgsn|  for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

37 Bgsass | 38 Bestna | 39 B ides| 40 ]
Name: Phone:
GREAT VALUE!
Town: State: Zip: u
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check# l
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv THE PRlCE OF ONE'
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Call us at 413.283.8393

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee.

Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

| FERGEST |
o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAN ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHANI-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

u turleynews

ﬂ TurleyPublications

Subscribe Todawy!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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STURBRIDGE - Run-
ners, walkers, families and
Halloween enthusiasts
are invited to hit the trails
again this fall when the
Rotary Club of Sturbridge
presents its annual TREK
Sturbridge Halloween 5K,
1K and Fun Walk on Sun-
day, Oct. 25.

Pre-registration is now
open for the family-friend-
ly event, according to Race
Director Klaus Hachfeld.
Participants can pre-regis-
ter at RaceRoster.com by
entering “Sturbridge” in
the search field.

Those who register be-
fore Oct. 19, will receive

0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE
END OF SEASON

BIKE SALE
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

o WHITCO ¢ =

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

this year’s free collectible
TREK Sturbridge Hallow-
een SK T-shirt.

All activities begin at
the Old Sturbridge Village
Education Center on Old
Sturbridge Village Road.
Participants should note
that the Education Center
is not the Old Sturbridge
Village Academy located
near the village’s main en-
trance.

Parking will be available
in the Education Center
lot.

The event features a
timed 5K Trail Run, a Fun
Walk and a timed 1K Pre-
Teen Run. In keeping with

community
Annual TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

the Halloween spirit, par-
ticipants are encouraged to
come in costume. Activities
begin at 9 a.m. with a free
costume parade, relay rac-
es and organized games for
young children at the Edu-
cation Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen
Run begins at 9:15 a.m.
and is open to children ages
12 and younger. Registra-
tion is $20, and the course
is accessible to participants
with mobility challenges.

The timed 5K Trail
Run and Fun Walk begin
at 10 a.m. The course fol-
lows Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Road and the Arbu-

tus Park Trail through the
Leadmine Mountain Wild-
life Conservation Lands.

Registration is $35 for
the 5K and $30 for the Fun
Walk.

Registered runners and
walkers can also compete
in the Best Costume com-
petition prior to the 11:15
am. awards ceremony,
with winners selected by
popular choice.

Race-day  registration
will be available beginning
at 8:30 a.m. Participants
may register on their own
devices using a QR code
available at the site.

Paper registration forms

will also be available for
those unable to register on-
line.

The TREK Sturbridge
Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun
Walk is a fundraiser of the
Rotary Club of Sturbridge,
with proceeds supporting
the club’s scholarships for
local students and other
community service proj-
ects.

For additional informa-
tion or to become an event
sponsor, contact Race Di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld at
laserklaus@gmail.com or
visit the Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club website at https://
sturbridgerotary.com.

Flu clinic
offered at
senior center

WEST BROOKFIELD
—  Mill Towns Public
Health will provide several
flu clinics in local communi-
ties this fall.

The West Brookfield Se-
nior Center, 73 Central St.,
will offer a clinic on Mon-
day, Oct. 19 from 9 a.m.-1
p.m.

Walk-ins are welcome,
but appointments are pre-
ferred.

508-885-9343

BUYING OR SELLING... :
oST R UV  WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YoU!

res® www.PostRoadRealty.com

NEW LISTING - $325,000
6 BIRCH STREET, WEST BROOKFIELD
**Great opportunity in West Brookfield!**
his well-maintained raised ranch offers a
2% wonderful combination of comfort, value, and
potential. The home features a fully applianced
kitchen, a spacious dining room with access to
— anenclosed porch overlooking the backyard, and
= — i, bright, inviting living room with a large picture
wmdow that fills the space with natural light. Hardwood floors are hidden beneath the carpeting, offering
wonderful potential to bring out the home’s original charm and character! The primary bedroom offers
a generously sized closet. Additional highlights include town water, a brand-new three-bedroom septic
system, a Buderus boiler, and a one-car garage. The basement provides plenty of storage space and
excellent potential for future expansion. Whether you're a first-time homebuyer, looking to downsize, or
searching for a home to make your own, this property offers exceptional value and opportunity!

Follow us on
Facebook

Cassie Paolucci

774-200-3523 [Rus|

AN
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VISIT THE FARM FOR:
¢ Honey ¢ Cheese

e Jams e Early Apples

e Maple Syrup

.
Our Donuts Are

Famously Delicious!

ii" FREE
1/2 Dozen
| Cider Donuts

| WITH THIS COUPON AND S8 PURCHASE |

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY

Southbridge Road, Warren, VIA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

21 FOX RUN, BROOKFIELD
Come see the transformation at

21 Fox Run! Located in Brookfield
Meadows, a desirable 55+
community, this 3 bedroom, 2 full
bath home has recently undergone
extensive renovations & offers
fresh, updated, one-level living.

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

dventure fours of Warren )

Sharc the

7-Night Halifax
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

The |nter|0r has been thoughtfully refreshed with new floonng throughout fresh palnt
an updated kitchen featuring granite countertops & coordinating appliances. Numerous
additional improvements throughout the home. The kitchen features a convenient
peninsula that provides additional workspace, creating a functional & comfortable space
for everyday living. With 3 bedrooms, there is flexibility for guests, a home office or
hobby space, while 2 full bathrooms provide added convenience. Outside, enjoy your
own deck & additional storage shed. The monthly fee includes water, sewer, taxes, road
maintenance & trash removal. If you've seen this home before, come take another look
- the transformation is significant! with the renovations, most of the work has already
been done for you. Move in, add your personal touches & make it your own.
MOTIVATED SELLER - bring your offer! PRICE REDUCTION $225,000

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

@
o | Sy

10C WL

Tl NORWEGIAN
~~ CRUISE LINE

1T TA— Vermont Country Store with Lunch............ $175
June 12..........Escape to Rockport $120
Sept. 12-18....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park......... $5049
Oct. 18-26...... Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy

Over 56 years of service.

24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance
with activities of daily living, Activity Program,
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber
Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

335 REED STREET, WARREN
OPEN HOUSE - SUNDAY,
OCT. 18TH, 12-1:30 PM

Introducing an exceptional single-family residence
located in a peaceful country setting. Meticulously
crafted in 2026, this newly constructed home,
encompassing 2260 square feet of sophisticated :
living space, presents a unique opportunity for buyers seeklng modern luxury. This home
features 3 thoughtfully designed bedrooms. 2 full bathrooms plus half bathroom for guest
use. Kitchen & living area has cathedral ceiling & offers an open floor plan. Kitchen is fully
applianced w/stainless steel appliances, upgraded kitchen cabinets & granite countertops.
Primary bedroom has 2 huge closets & master bath w/double vanity, granite countertop &
walk-in shower. Situated on 1.43 acre lot, significant outdoor space for various recreational
pursuits or future landscaping endeavors. A nice composite deck sits off the back slider.

A two-car garage provides ample space for vehicles & additional storage. Lower level
consists of 700sf of finished space & a 2 car garage. Heating is electric but with air
handler that has ducts throughout the house with 2 zones and central air as well.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

D= =" en 7o JC

<] WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

!AQI."LQI

i'é White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red

! Lt Gray e Dark Gray ¢ Beige ¢ Rip Rap =
‘g SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING k3
&  Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand C;
&= Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand &
&3 Pool Liner Sand * Stone Dust ¢ Silt * Crushed Gravel ¥
< Crushed Asphalt  Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch (=

Homeowner Friendly « No Minimums

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

508-885-6100
508-885-2480
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ¢ == FKi

Y.‘.‘@xﬂ"‘
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GONDO - 5 EDNA CIRCLE,
NORTH BROOKFIELD

(PRICE REDUCTION)

This 1989 condominium offers 1298
sf of living space, representing an
inviting, ready-to-move-in residence. ¥
Situated on the 1st fl of a 3 story
traditional-style building, this "
property provides a refined living Ee

experience designed for comfort —eneESS

& ease. The kitchen is thoughtfully appointed with elegant stone counters, prowdlng

both aesthetic appeal & practical durability for culinary endeavors. The bedrooms offer
comfortable accommodations, with one featuring an ensuite bathroom, enhancing privacy
& convenience. Further enhancing the property’s appeal are the carefully designed outdoor
spaces, including a patio & a covered patio, ideal for relaxation or al fresco dining. An
additional dedicated outdoor dining area further extends the possibilities for entertaining

& enjoying the surroundings. To truly appreciate the sophisticated design & functional

elegance of this property, we encourage you to schedule a private viewing. 3264’900

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

@
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Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!

38 Pleasant Street, Ware -
Contact Me 49000 45p, 1.58A Move-In Ready Home
For More  walk to town, Main St, and Grenville Park. Easy
Information highway access. Downtown zone allows a home
On These business (former first-floor office). Spacious
:+ ot layout, hardwood floors, large kitchen, and first-
PI‘Op erties: floor laundry. Enclosed back porch and a one-car
attached garage. IGSSOLAR transferable lease.

69 West Main Street, West Brookfield -
$294,000 4BR, 2BA home filled with character
& possibilities. Features a 1st-floor living room,
family room, dining room, plus lovely front &
enclosed porches. Hardwood floors on the main
level. Set on .24 acres, walk to town common,
local farmers markets, summer concerts, and
Lake Wickaboag town beach. Available Now!

Century 21 North East dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
160 Main St., Spencer 1-978-434-1990

CENTURY 21

Morth Bast

Back of the house faces south - perfect for solar! Driveway will be paved 3535,000

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

@D
o by

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

NOW AVAI LABLE

CIDER DONUTS
RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 ¢ 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com
Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

EVERY SATURDAY

SUMMER

FLEA MARKET ,Jﬁg"Tﬂm
«+ TIMMY’S _ OCTOBER

1042 West St.

20'X30' AREA ON GRASS
Most have shades & tables (Rt' 12?) Barre
$20.00 Cash To Set Up 2 mi. north of

Barre center
CONTACT: Text: 978-257-9461
Facebook: @timmy.s.996763




