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New Braintree celebrates

Kelly Hitt 
named 
heroine 
of year
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Senior Center Director 
Kelly Hitt was given a cita-
tion as heroine of the year 
by state Sen. Peter Durant 
and state Rep. Donnie Ber-
thiaume during the Select 
Board meeting last Tues-
day. 

Berthiaume said they 
nominated her because of 
her great work at the senior 
center, and had an official 
ceremony in Boston prior to 
the presentation at the Sept. 
29 meeting.

Durant and Berthiaume 
also presented the Town 
Clerk, Klarissa Rose, with 
a period correct copy of the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, as when the decla-
ration was first signed 250 
years ago, the state commis-
sioned a printer named Eze-
kiel Russell who presented 
the declaration to each town 
clerk in the state. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – 
As the church’s bell tolled 
to announce the arrival of 
1 p.m., cannon fire echoed 
across the green and the 
town’s much anticipated 
275th anniversary celebra-

tion began.
On Oct. 3, the Olde 

Home Day celebration 
planned by the town’s 275th 
Anniversary Committee, 
started with a parade from 
Barre Cut Off Road to Me-
morial Drive.

The parade featured 
community organizations, 
local businesses, police 

and fire departments from 
across the region, a bicy-
cle parade and a miniature 
horse from Soulful Eyes 
Equine Rescue.

Performances were given 
by the Quabbin Marching 
Band, Quabbin Communi-
ty Band and the Holyoke 
Caledonian Pipe Band, as 
well as a 20-member kazoo 

band. 
Following the parade, 

Olde Home Day continued 
with live music, touch-a-
truck, food trucks, chil-
dren’s lawn games and ob-
stacle course, pie eating and 
pie baking contests, line 
dancing demonstrations 
led by J.P. Ellory, dance 
demonstrations by Next 

Step Studio of the Perform-
ing Arts, a Farmers Market 
and a K-9 demonstration.

The New Braintree Fire 
Association’s held a Duck 
Race down Utley Road to 
help raise money to pur-
chase necessary equipment 

Judy Kohn waved from the Tri-Parish Community Church’s parade float. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE Bicycles helped to lead the parade

SB interviews candidates 
for highway superintendent
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Select Board interviewed 
four candidates for the posi-
tion of highway superinten-
dent, which has been vacant 
since earlier this year. 

The town has been oper-
ating with just one employee 
in the Highway Department 
for months. 

The candidates inter-
viewed at the Sept. 30 meet-
ing included Sergio Freit-
as, Devin Saunders, Mark 
O’Donnell and Thomas 
Degnan. Each interviewee 
was asked the same set of 
seven questions by the Se-
lect Board. 

Sergio Freitas
The first candidate was 

Freitas, who as of the inter-
view works as a supervisor 
in East Longmeadow’s De-
partment of Public Works. 

Freitas said he has more 
than 30 years in construc-

tion experience and has 
several licenses including a 
commercial drivers license, 
asbestos removal and an 
Operational Safety and 
Health Administration li-
cense. 

Describing a recent proj-
ect, he said there was a slide 
installation where some 
parts were not an exact fit 
and had to be modified, and 
he said the department is 
working on some sidewalk 
improvements. Freitas said 
he makes those projects go 
smoothly. 

Freitas said in his cur-
rent position, he manages 
between four and six em-
ployees, but depending on 
staffing that number can 
jump to between 10-12. He 
described his leadership 
style as leading by example, 
and not asking a worker to 
do anything that he is not 
willing to do. 

Freitas said when allocat-
ing resources, every day can 
be a challenge depending 
on tree problems, snow and 

more, and certain tasks need 
to be put off  to the side, and 
it’s important to consult 
with the police and fire de-
partments about prioritiza-
tions. Freitas said he took 
a look at the equipment in 
the highway barn, and can-
not determine the fixes that 
need to be done or a time-
line, saying he is not a heavy 
equipment mechanic. 

He said for winter oper-
ations, he’d have to make 
sure the salt trucks, plows 
and sanders are up to code, 
and he looked at the roads 
and said they did not look 
too bad. 

Devin Saunders
Saunders was the next 

candidate, with eight years 
as a supervisor in Wellesley. 
Saunders said he has expe-
rience in projects involving 
drainage, road reconstruc-
tion, site work, playgrounds 
and day-to-day snow opera-
tions. 

Election letters must be received by Oct. 19
The Quaboag Current 

welcomes readers to par-
ticipate in this year’s state 
election by writing letters 
to the editor for publica-
tion. 

Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on 
the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be 

sent to Quaboag Current, 
care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palm-
er, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed 
to pouimette@turley.com 
by noon on Monday, Oct. 
19 to be published in the 
Friday, Oct. 23 edition. 
No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last 

edition before the election.
Letter writers need to 

provide their name and 
the town they reside in. 

Please include a day-
time telephone number 
(for verification purpos-
es only) when submitting 
your letter. Your phone 
number will not be print-
ed. 

Back Roads Studio Tour spotlight

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Lisa Janice (LJ) Cohen of Dragonbelly Ceramics in Gilbertville, opened her home studio during the Back 
Roads Studio Tour this past weekend.

Weekend celebrates 
local artists and 
crafters

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

This past weekend, the 
Back Roads Studio Tour 
highlighted eight artists 
and crafters by offering 
the public the opportunity 
to tour their home studios 
over two days.

The tour drew visitors 
from across New England, 
giving them a chance to 
talk with the artist, and 
learn about their work.

The northernmost part 
of the tour was at Peter-
sham Leathers, a studio 

owned by Sylvia Brown in 
Petersham.

The studio is located in 
a barn that was part of the 
Twin Dairy Farm operated 
by F.W. Elliott and fami-
ly, until a fire in the 1960s. 
Brown still has a glass milk 
bottle on display in her 
workspace. 

Brown has been working 
with leather for more than 
five decades, and she still 
has the first project she ever 
completed – a bedspread 
for her doll, complete with 
a fringe.

Brown makes handbags, 
briefcases, belts and lug-
gage, but she specializes 
as a tailor working to fit 
leather garments. Her work 
is especially popular with 
motorcyclists.

Brown also makes hand-
bags out of sheets of cork, 
a renewable resource and 
an alternative to leather.

The next stop on the 
tour was to Sheldon Farms 
Baskets in Barre, where Sue 
Morello displayed baskets 
of all shapes and sizes, as 
well as handmade soap and 
Christmas ornaments.

Many of Morello’s bas-
kets feature hand-painted 
designs, and some are ac-
cented with braided sea 
grass. 

Morello has been mak-
ing baskets for 35 years, 
and she is a well-known 
teacher of the craft, offer-
ing classes at libraries and 
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

LANDRY & MEILUS, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Real Estate • Wills
Probate • Estate Planning

21 Summer St., P.O. Box 910
Barre, MA 01005-0910

160 Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

(978) 355-2289
www.landryandmeiluslaw.com

Quaboag Regional School Committee honors longtime member
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – The Quabo-
ag Regional School Com-
mittee recognized longtime 
member Andrew Schwenk-
er, who served for 17 years, 
10 of which as the chair.

At the Sept. 21 meeting, 
Schwenker talked about his 
decision to serve on School 
Committee back in 2009. 
He estimated that he attend-
ed about 240 School Com-
mittee meetings and close to 
1,000 subcommittee meet-
ings.

He said one of the best 
things he accomplished 
during his time on the 
School Committee hap-
pened when he attended a 
youth soccer game at War-
ren Community Elemen-
tary School and struck up 
conversation with the per-
son next to him. This per-
son was Stephen Duff, and 
Schwenker convinced him 
to join the school district.

“15 years later, he’s still 
here,” Schwenker said of the 
now Superintendent.

Schwenker talked about 
some of the challenges the 
School Committee faced, 
including getting through 
the COVID pandemic.

He said seeing what the 
students are capable of “is 
amazing” and was one of 
the most rewarding aspects 

of the position.
Duff thanked Schwenker 

for his service to the school 
district, its families and the 
communities of Warren and 
West Brookfield.

“Even through all the dif-
ficult times, there was always 
a silver lining,” Duff said. 
“Every year, under your 
leadership, we were able to 
figure out some of the areas 
that we could work on and 
how to turn a negative into 
a positive…a lot of that is 
through your mentorship.”

Recognition
Duff recognized Food 

Service Director Missy 
Mansfield for the things that 
she does to save money for 
the school district, as well 
as to benefit the students 
through the nutrition pro-
gram.

“Missy was absolute-
ly instrumental in mak-
ing sure that Warren was 
capable of providing the 
number lunches and break-
fasts that go out every day,” 
Duff said. 

Duff said Mansfield 
applied for grants over the 
summer, and the school 
district was able to receive 
a $24,000 credit for trading 
in old equipment in order 
to purchase new equip-
ment.

“What Missy does for 
this district and more im-
portantly for the students…

your efforts are far beyond 
anything that I think any-
body here could ever have 
expected,” he said. 

Duff said Mansfield not 
only creates her signature 
recipes from scratch, she 
has also implemented a sal-
ad bar in the high school. 
She will launch a soup bar 
during the winter months.

Those attending the 
School Committee meeting 
were able to sample one of 
the soups.

“There’s so much work 
that goes in behind it,” Duff 
said of Mansfield’s efforts 
and her staff. 

New staff
Middle High School 

Principal John Diorio intro-
duced new staff  members to 
the School Committee,

Science teacher Nick 
Henderson has been with 
the school district in differ-
ent roles for a total of 16 
years, Diorio said, having 
previously been a parapro-
fessional and a substitute 
teacher. Now, he is a full-
time member of the staff.  

“He’s done a fantastic 
job in the classroom,” Di-
orio said. “I can’t tell you 
how excited we are to have 
Nick on our staff.”

Diorio also introduced 
Isabella Ameen, the new art 
teacher. Ameen is a recent 
graduate of UMass and 
teaches sculpture and pho-

tography for grades seven 
and eight.

Update from 
elementary school

Sixth grade students Lily 
Beall, Bennett Skowyra, 
Lilian Benkert and Fal-
lyn Pervier gave an update 
about happenings at War-
ren Community Elementary 
School since the school year 
started. This year the school 
is serving all students in 
kindergarten through grade 
six, district-wide, due to the 
closure of West Brookfield 
Elementary School. 

Open houses and the 
PTO carnival were held be-
fore the first day of school 
to welcome students to the 
school. Students also en-
joyed ice cream and freeze 
pops handed out by Police 
Chief Gerald Millette and 
school district administra-
tors.

Kindergarten students 
started their educational 
journey on Sept. 10.

Students are participat-
ing in math challenge, with 
a prize awarded to the first 
class to reach 10% puzzle 
progress by October.

In social studies, students 
have completed a project on 
grade six culture. In science, 
the students completed a 
study on the phases of the 
moon.

In reading and writing, 
students are learning about 

figurative language, charac-
ter traits and themes. 

Sixth grade students are 
also preparing for the Ecol-
ogy Trip in Saco, Maine 
from Oct. 13-16. 

The Worcester County 
District Attorney’s office 
will visit the school to pres-
ent an anti-bullying and 
cyber bullying program to 
students in October as well. 

Update from 
middle/high school

Students Lyndie Miller, 
Mallory Piazzo and Brielle 
Gerulaitis gave an update 
from Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School.

Fall sports have resumed 
and the student-athletes en-
joyed a Fall Sports Night 
with a meal provided by the 
booster club, as well as raffle 
prizes. This year’s fall sports 
offering includes girls soc-
cer, boys soccer, field hock-
ey, cross country, golf  and 
football.

Grade seven students 
participated in A.L.I.C.E. 
training where they learned 
about awareness, communi-
cation and response options 
during a lockdown. 

Members of the EMT 
and Fire Academy held a 
remembrance ceremony for 
the 25th anniversary of 9/11. 

The theater and perform-
ing arts department will be 
holding auditions for “Fro-
zen” the musical and stu-

dents in the music program 
recently performed “God 
Bless America” during the 
town of Warren’s dedication 
of its veterans honor roll 
wall.

National Honor Society 
candidates are working on 
their applications for the in-
duction to be held on Oct. 
26 at 6:30 p.m. in the audi-
torium. 

Grade eight students will 
continue the Thanksgiving 
tradition of the relay race 
with staff. 

Grade 10 students are 
forming a prom commit-
tee, as well as planning the 
winter breakfast with Santa. 
Grade 11 students are also 
planning for prom.

Grade 12 students were 
able to purchase parking 
spots to decorate at the 
start of their final high 
school year, and they also 
enjoyed Senior Sunrise. The 
seniors will staff  the snack 
shack during the fall sports 
season to raise money for 
the class.

Cell phone policy
Diorio said the students 

have been following the new 
cell phone policy and there 
have been no issues with its 
implementation. He said 
students have been talking 
with each other more and 
collaborating.

“It’s really been great,” he 
said. 

Mystics & Makers returns as The Enchanted Market
Annual event has 
vendors, psychics 
and holistic 
practitioners 

BROOKFIELD – What 
began last fall as a new 
gathering of local makers, 
intuitive readers, healers 
and small businesses is re-
turning to Brookfield this 
October with a growing 
following and an expanded 
marketplace.

Mystics & Makers: The 
Enchanted Market will re-
turn for its second annu-
al event on Saturday, Oct. 
17 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at 
the Brookfield Rod & Gun 
Club, 56 Webber Road. Ad-

mission is free.
Co-hosted by Candace 

Ouillette Gaumond of Spir-
itology by Candace and 
Lauren “Lulu” Ayer of Lu-
lu’s AvalonRose Cottage, 
The Enchanted Market 
brings together the worlds 
of handmade artistry, ho-
listic wellness and spiritual 
exploration in an autumn 
market designed to appeal 
to the curious as well as the 
committed enthusiast.

This year’s event will fea-
ture approximately 30 ven-
dors, eight psychics and a 
healer, creating one of the 
market’s most diverse line-
ups yet. Visitors can browse 
everything from handcraft-
ed and artisan creations 

to herbal and apothecary 
products, jewelry, crystals, 
seasonal pieces, and mysti-
cal and spiritual goods. 

With the event taking 
place just two weeks before 
Halloween, shoppers will 
also find plenty of unusual 
treasures for those who pre-
fer their autumn shopping 
with a little more enchant-
ment. 

A food vendor will be on 
site throughout the day as 
well.

For visitors interested 
in a more personal experi-
ence, psychic practitioners 
will offer a variety of intu-
itive services, including tar-
ot, mediumship, astrology, 
oracle readings and other 
forms of spiritual guidance. 
A healing practitioner will 
also be available. 

Psychic readings and 
healing sessions will be of-
fered at a standardized rate 
of $25 for 15 minutes, giving 
guests an opportunity to ex-
plore different practitioners 
and modalities throughout 
the day.

“The response to Mys-
tics & Makers has shown 
us that people are looking 
for experiences that feel 
more personal than a typ-
ical shopping event,” said 
Gaumond. “They want to 
meet the person who made 
what they are buying. They 

want to ask questions, expe-
rience something new, have 
a reading, discover a practi-
tioner, or find an item they 
simply wouldn’t encounter 
in an ordinary store. We 
wanted to create a market 
where all those experiences 
could exist together.”

For Ayer, the continued 
growth of the event reflects 
both the talent of partici-
pating small businesses and 
the community that has 
begun forming around the 
market.

“Last year’s Enchant-
ed Market showed us how 
much people enjoy having 
artisans, readers, healers 
and unique small business-
es gathered together in one 
place,” she said. “This year 
we have even more to ex-
plore. There is something 
special about watching 
someone discover a hand-
made piece they love, sit 
down for a reading, or find 
a product or practitioner 
they have never experi-
enced before. That sense of 
discovery is a big part of 
what Mystics & Makers is 
about.”

The organizers said that 
interest in Mystics & Mak-
ers has continued to grow 
among both attendees and 
participating businesses, 
helping establish the event 
as a developing destination 

for the region’s artisan, ho-
listic and metaphysical com-
munities. Yet visitors do not 
need to consider themselves 
“mystical” to enjoy the mar-
ket.

The event is designed as 
an accessible fall outing for 
friends, families, shoppers, 
spiritual seekers and any-
one simply curious to see 
what they might discover. 
Guests can browse the mar-
ket, meet local and region-
al small-business owners, 
enjoy food, explore holis-
tic and spiritual practices, 
or begin their Halloween 
shopping with something 
decidedly different from the 
usual seasonal fare.

“We want people to 
feel comfortable coming 
because they’re curious,” 
Gaumond added. “You 
don’t have to know any-
thing about tarot, energy 
work or metaphysics. You 
can come for the artisans, 
the food or the atmosphere 
and see where the day takes 
you. Part of the fun of 
The Enchanted Market is 
not knowing exactly what 
you’re going to find.”

For additional informa-
tion, contact: Spiritology by 
Candace, Candace Ouillette 
Gaumond at 413-537-5715, 
or Lulu’s AvalonRose Cot-
tage, Lauren “Lulu” Ayer at 
774-745-8550.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Senior Center 
lists events 
in October

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North 
Brookfield Senior Cen-
ter, located at 29 Forest 
St., will offer the follow-
ing programs during the 
month of  October.

Activities and events 
include Coffee and Craft 
on Oct. 10 at 9 a.m. 
(There is a $5 fee and sign 
up is required); SHINE 
representative on Oct. 13 
and 26 from 9:30-11:30 
a.m. by appointment 
only; Veteran’s Agent on 
Oct. 14 from 10-11 a.m.; 
Blood Pressure Clinic on 
Oct. 14 at 11 a.m.; Free 
Drawing/Painting Class 
on Oct. 15 at 11 a.m.; Ed 
Spater, Medicare Spe-
cialist on Oct. 15 and 29 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. by 
appointment only; Tech 
Help with Alex on Oct. 
26 at 10 a.m. Tri Val-
ley Nutrition Program 
–Healthy Eating on a 
Budget on Oct. 27 at 1 
p.m.; Fraud Prevention 
by Joseph Early’s Office 
on Oct. 28 at 11 a.m.; 
Blood Pressure/Glucose 
Clinic on Oct. 28 from 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; 
and a Free Art Class on 
Oct. 29 at 11 a.m.

Weekly programs 
and activities include 
daily coffee; Walking 
Club on Mondays and 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.; 
Food Distribution (for 
North Brookfield and 
Brookfield residents) 
on Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m.; lunch on Tues-
days and Wednesdays at 
noon; Crafting Group 
on Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m.; Gentle Yoga on 
Thursdays at 1 p.m. ($5 
fee); and Functional Fit-
ness on Fridays at 10:30 
a.m. ($5 fee).

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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lb
$296

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/8/26-10/14/2610/8/26-10/14/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN PILLSBURY

GRANDS 
CINNAMON ROLLS 30.5 OZ BAG ....

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BLUE SEA

SWIMMING 
BLUE CRAB RAW 2 LB BOX ............

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN SAVORY SEAS

PANKO BREADED 
SHRIMP 2 LB BAG .............................

99¢USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN .............................

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1299

USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN LOIN END or 
RIB END ROAST ......................

NATHAN’S

ALL BEEF HOT DOGS 12 OZ .
USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED
CHICKEN TENDERLOINS .... lb

2/$5
$299

$249
ea

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

BEEF
TENDERLOINS

$859
lb

$249
lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$1599

$1199
lb

$185USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN 10 LB BAG .. lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ..

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

  

Fall tradition continues with the 47th Annual Apple Country Fair
BROOKFIELD – One of 

Central Massachusetts’ fa-
vorite fall traditions returns 
to the Historic Brookfield 
Town Common on Saturday, 
Oct. 10 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Hosted by the Brookfield 
Community Club, the 47th 
Annual Apple Country Fair 
features close to 100 local 
crafters, artisans and bakers, 
along with live music, food 
trucks, lawn games, face 
painting, raffles and plenty 
of family fun. 

The fair brings togeth-
er the best of small-town 
charm with a vibrant mar-

ketplace of booths filled 
with hand-knit clothing, 
pottery, wooden décor, 
homemade soaps, pet toys, 
maple syrups, beaded jewel-
ry, locally-harvested honey 
and delicious small-batch 
treats – perfect for early hol-
iday shopping or treating 
yourself.

But the fair is more than 
just shopping – it’s a full 
day of entertainment and 
activities for all ages. Enjoy 
live music by local favorites 
Chuck and Mud and Spoon-
er Well, let the kids enjoy 
lawn games and face-paint-

ing, and dig into delicious 
bites from a variety of food 
trucks.

Don’t miss the raffle 
drawings held throughout 
the day, including a clas-
sic 50/50 raffle and chanc-
es to win great prizes like 
family passes to regional 
museums, gift certificates 
to local restaurants and 
shops, sporting events and 
the ever-popular communi-
ty-stitched quilt. 

In the days leading up to 
the fair, be sure to visit the 
Merrick Public Library to 
see this year’s themed quilt 

on display. The quilt is cre-
ated through the talents and 
contributions of Brookfield 
community members, and 
will also be featured in the 
fair raffle, giving one lucky 
winner the opportunity to 
take home this unique piece 
of Brookfield community 
history.

A favorite fair tradition, 
the Apple Pie Baking Con-
test is open to bakers of all 
ages, with youth and adult 
categories. Bring your best 
homemade apple pie and 
show off your baking skills. 

Entries for the apple pie 

contest will be accepted at 
the Library Annex (18 Com-
mon St.) on the day of the 
fair until 9:45 a.m. There 
are three judging categories: 
children under 12, ages 13-19 
and adults ages 20 and older.

The Brookfield Commu-
nity Club has been orga-
nizing the Apple Country 
Fair since 1979. The money 
raised at the Apple Country 
Fair has generated grants for 
community service projects, 
including (but not limited 
to): Supplies for the town’s 
annual luminary display on 
Christmas Eve; programs 

and speakers for Brookfield 
Council on Aging; equip-
ment for Brookfield Fire 
Department and EMS; im-
provements to Brookfield 
Recreation’s Lewis Field; 
equipment for Brookfield 
Scout Troops; programs 
at the Merrick Public Li-
brary; and Diane Martell 
Community Service Award 
for a graduating Brookfield 
senior. The fair is held out-
side on the common rain or 
shine. 

For more information 
visit AppleCountryFair.
com.

other locations across the 
region. 

The tour then headed 
further south to Gilbertville, 
a village in Hardwick, where 
Lisa Janice (LJ) Cohen has 
Dragonbelly Ceramics.

Cohen said the studio got 
its name from one of her sig-
nature mugs, which a friend 
described as looking like a 
dragon that stood up on its 
back legs to walk away. 

These mugs have a 
rounded “belly” shape and 
pinched “feet” at the bot-
tom. Each mug has a unique 
texture, which Cohen cre-
ates using vintage laces she 
finds.

During the tour Cohen 
was making “salt pigs,” 
which are pig-shaped hold-
ers for salt to keep handy in 
your kitchen. 

The Back Roads Studio 
Tour headed further west 
this year, reaching the town 
of Ware, at the studio of 
painter and sculptor, John 
Collins.

Collins demonstrated his 
sculpting technique with a 
bust of a model (and her pet 
bearded dragon) as well as 
an owl. The walls of Collins’ 
studio are decorated with 
his oil paintings of “peo-

ple, pets and prized posses-
sions.” 

Collins also used the tour 
to showcase the vast col-
lection created by his late 
mother. Like her son, she 
also created sculptures and 
oil paintings, and many of 
her paintings were complet-
ed entirely with a palette 
knife. 

The Back Roads Studio 
Tour featured three studios 
in North Brookfield, in-
cluding Elisabeth Hyder’s 
Brookfield Paperworks stu-
dio.

Hyder specializes in pa-
per crafts, and during the 
tour she helped visitors 
make their own paste paper 
– a technique that combines 
acrylic paint with corn-
starch (or flour) and water 
to crate a colorful paste.

Hyder creates a number 
of different works of art 
with her paste paper, from 
boxes to collages, to Christ-
mas trees, and even tiny 
boats.

At Buck Hill Studio, 
Russell Buzzell displayed 
a lifetime of work that 
spanned from his youth to 
his professional career as an 
illustrator.

Buzzell’s studio is locat-
ed on the same road as the 
family farm where he grew 
up and enjoyed caring for 

animals. It’s here that he de-
veloped a deep love for na-
ture and wildlife. 

While the farm’s massive 
barn is no longer standing, 
it is forever memorialized in 
Buzzell’s paintings, which 
show it through all the sea-
sons.

Jeff  Palmer Designs 
showcased the woodwork-
ing of Jeff  Palmer, from fur-
niture to spoons.

During the tour, Palmer 
was joined by his wife Bren-
da, who helped talk with 
visitors that came to the 
workshop. 

Palmer began wood-
working when he was 12 

wyears wold, and his pas-
sion is making furniture. 
He displayed his pieces in 
a small barn for people to 
browse, from tables to cab-
inets, to woodturned bowls 
and spoons.

The Palmers also dis-
played the Pokémon-
themed artwork created by 
their daughter.

Furthest east on the 
Back Roads Studio Tour 
was Lou Meyerdierks’ stu-
dio, Pieceful Primitives, in 
Spencer. Here, Meyerdierks 
displayed her wool applique 
home décor, rug hooking, 
needle punch and counted 
cross stitch.

She had plenty of festive 
items (including felt Santa 
Claus figurines) just in time 
for the start of the holiday 
gift-giving season. 

For more information 
about the Back Roads Stu-
dio Tour and the featured 
artists and crafters, visit 
backroadsstudiotour.org.

Sue Morello of Sheldon Farms Baskets in Barre is shown with some 
of her baskets.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Lou Meyerdierks of Pieceful Primitives in Spencer held up one of her 
wool table runners.

Sylvia Brown of Petersham Leathers in Petersham sewed a leather 
purse during the Back Roads Studio Tour.

Jeff Palmer of Jeff Palmer Designs and his wife Brenda are shown at 
their North Brookfield home. 

ohn Collins worked on an owl sculpture at his Ware studio during the 
Back Roads Studio Tour.

Elisabeth Hyder of Brookfield Paperworks is shown with her husband 
Darrell at her North Brookfield studio.

Russell Buzzell of Buck Hill Studio in North Brookfield is shown with 
two of his paintings of his family’s farm.

BACK ROADS 
FROM PAGE 1
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Letters to the edi-
tor should be 250 
words or less in 

length, and guest col-
umns between 500 and 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also 
include his or her town 
of residence and home 
telephone number. We 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defa-
mation of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 80 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 OR e-mail to poui-
mette@turley.com. Dead-
line for submission is 
Monday at noon for the 
following week’s edition.
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The threat of night time 
temperatures in the 30s sure 
have us gardeners on the 
move.  

I had a few questions 
from friends this week that 
pertained to the change in 
seasons. Read on; maybe 
you can relate!

One of my friends asked 
if  she should harvest all of 
her unripe peppers, and if  
they would continue to rip-
en indoors.  

Peppers will only con-
tinue to fully ripen 
(i.e. change from 
green to their ripe 
color) if  they are 
showing a hint 
of their ripe 
color. They defi-
nitely won’t be as 
sweet as if  they rip-
ened on the vine, 
and they will lose a 
little of their mass as they 
sit, but they would still be a 
great addition to a stir fry or 
sauce.  

I generally harvest all of 
my unripe peppers and keep 
them one layer deep in my 
cool mudroom, using or dis-
carding as I go.

Another question came 
in about the use of Neem as 
an insecticide. My friend put 
her houseplants outdoors 
for the summer months and 
is concerned about bringing 
hitch-hikers inside where 
plants will be in close quar-
ters.  

We always spray tender 
plants such as Rosemary 
or Bay with Safer’s Soap or 
a Sun oil before returning 
them to the greenhouse for 
the winter. 

Neem works a bit differ-
ently but like the others is 
also a less toxic approach. 
Neem oil comes from the 

Neem tree (Azadirachta in-
dica), which grows naturally 
in India and Southeast Asia.  

It is an effective pesticide, 
miticide and fungicide for 
both indoor and outdoor 
plants. You can buy it ready 
to use or in oil form which 
needs to be mixed with wa-
ter and a small amount of 
dish detergent right before 
use. This will help it blend 
nicely and disperse evenly.

Neem is effective against 
spider mite, white flies, scale, 
mealybug and aphids – all 
of which are typical house-
plant pests. It kills them by 
disrupting their reproduc-
tive cycles and feeding pat-
terns. 

My advice would be to 
spray in the shade or when 
skies are overcast since 
sometimes neem can cause a 
phytotoxic effect and it can 
kill bees if  sprayed directly. 
Always spray a small area of 
the plant first as a test, and 
if  no damage is visible a day 
later, coat the surface and 
undersides of the leaves as 
well as the stem.  

Using this approach, 
clean plants will delight my 
friend’s window sills this fall 
and winter.

My coworker kept joking 
with me that a plant that she 
was gifted would never, ever 

bloom. Well, I kept watch 
over the neighbor’s, check-
ing in on its progress.  

About two weeks ago I 
informed her that flowers 
were on the way. She final-
ly sent me a picture of her 
plant and it was following 
suit.  

First buds and then flow-
ers! Yay! 

The plant in question is 
The Nippon Daisy, better 
known as the Montauk Dai-
sy (Nipponanthemum nip-
ponicum). When most flow-

ers are calling it quits, 
this late season 
perennial is just 
getting started.  

The plant is 
shrub-like, so 

it blends in well 
in the landscape with 
bushes or other spec-

imen perennials, grow-
ing 1.5-3 feet tall and 3-5 

feet wide. It looks like a reg-
ular white daisy, only more 
robust.  

Enjoy them now through 
the first heavy frost. Plant in 
full sun; cut back a bit in the 
spring to keep them growing 
upright. It is both deer and 
rabbit resistant.

I hope that you enjoy 
these timely, friendly ques-
tions.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Friends with more questions
in my

By Ellenor Downer

Common Nighthawk
eBird reported 

recent sightings of 
common nighthawks 
at the Rutland Prison 
Camps in Rutland 
and in Worcester.

The common 
nighthawk is a medi-
um sized (8.7 to 9.8 
inches long) noctur-
nal bird of the night-
jar family found in 
both the Americas. It 
is typically dark col-
ored: gray, black or 
brown with intricate 
patterns providing cam-
ouflage and making them 
difficult to spot during 
daytime. 

They are mostly ob-
served in flight. The slen-
der body, long wings (wing 
span 20 to 24 inches) and 
white wing patches on the 
wings make them easy to 
identify. 

Although they have a 
small beak, there mouth 
is large. They have notice-
able barring on their sides 
and abdomen and short 
legs.

Its life span is about 
four to five years. The 
males of this species may 
roost together, but the bird 
is primarily solitary. 

The common night-
hawk is the only night-
hawk occurring over the 
majority of northern 
North America. During 
migration common night-
hawks may travel 1,600 to 
4,200 miles, one of North 
America’s longer migra-
tions. 

They migrate by day or 
night in loose flocks, fre-
quently numbering in the 
thousands. An aerial in-
sectivore, the migrants will 
feed en route and congre-
gate in marshes, rivers and 
lakeshores. 

The best time to see 
them during migration is 
in late afternoon into the 
evening. 

During flight, their 
vocalization is a nasal 
“peent” or “beernt.” Peak 
vocalizations are report-
ed 30 to 45 minutes after 
sunset. The male makes a 
croaking “auk auk auk” 
in the presence of a female 
during courtship.

Night time feeding is 
rare. The most common 
insects in their diets are 
butterflies and moths. 
They actively avoid eating 
flies. 

Artificial light sources 
such as parking lots at-

tracts them in an effort to 
forage for insects enticed 
by the light. They even 
fly extremely low over the 
surface of water to drink. 

Nighthawks preferred 
breeding and nesting habi-
tat is forested regions with 
rocky outcrops, clearings, 
burned areas or spots 
with small patches of sand 
gravel. 

The female lays six to 
seven eggs on a bare rock, 
gravel or even in lichens. 
Both male and female feed 
the young are by regurgi-
tation usually before sun-
rise and after sunset. The 
male also feeds the female 
during nesting. 

Sandhill crane
After writing about 

sandhill cranes, in the 
most recent bird column, 
I saw a sandhill crane in a 
field in Hardwick near the 
New Braintree line by the 
Ware River.

On my return, I saw 
a crane in a different lo-
cation of the same field. 
I was not sure it was the 
same one or a different 
one.

Flocking Canada geese
In my travels, I saw 

several flocks of Canada 
geese. There was a small 
flock in New Braintree 
and a larger flock in a har-
vested corn field in Spen-
cer. The large flock were 
migrating south for the 
winter. I’m not sure if  the 
smaller group summered 
here or not.

Wild turkeys
Wild turkeys are a fa-

miliar sight. This week I 
saw a hen turkey with her 
slightly smaller poults on a 
lawn in Barre. Last week I 
saw a small flock of Tom 
turkeys.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

When will Congress repay Social Security money taken years ago?
Dear Rusty: 

I seem to remember that 
Congress borrowed a total 
of 4 trillion dollars from SS 
back in the 1980s and 1990s. 
When will this be repaid with 
interest? 
Signed: Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior: 
I’m afraid your recol-

lection is not correct – no 
politicians (Congress or 
Presidents) have ever tak-
en money from the Social 
Security Trust Funds – not 
in the 1980s, nor 1990s, not 
ever. 

Congress and Presidents 
are prevented by law from 
using Social Security money 
for any purpose other than 
paying SS benefits to bene-
ficiaries and for paying the 
operating costs of  adminis-
tering the program.

Some significant changes 
to the Social Security pro-
gram were, indeed, made in 
the years you mention, but 
those changes essentially 
saved Social Security from 
defaulting on monthly SS 
payment obligations.

In 1983, Congress and 
President Reagan enact-
ed some income tax on re-
ceived SS benefits for those 
with higher incomes and 
which added to Social Secu-
rity’s revenue, thus avoiding 
a benefit cut. 

Then in 1993, Congress 
and President Clinton ex-

panded that legislation to 
increase the taxation of re-
ceived Social Security bene-
fits to provide additional SS 
revenue. 

What you may be re-
membering is the political 
rhetoric from those days, 
which opined that Congress 
had stolen, squandered or 
borrowed (and should re-
pay) Social Security money 
used for other purposes. 

And that rhetoric origi-
nated because of the way re-
ceived SS revenue from pay-
roll FICA tax is invested.

Social Security revenue, 

when received, is immedi-
ately invested in special-is-
sue government bonds, 
which pay interest (just 
like normal government 
“T-bills”). 

The difference is that 
these SS bonds are redeem-
able, with interest, upon 
demand and as needed by 
SSA to pay monthly bene-
fits. This means that SS gets 
additional interest income 
from these investments ac-
counting for about $69 bil-
lion in extra SS income in 
2025. 

Some folks, however, feel 
that because the U.S. Trea-
sury gets the actual cash 
received for those SS in-
vestments, that the money 
is used by the Treasury for 
other purposes. Which is, 
of  course, true – just as the 
government uses all income 

received from all revenue 
sources to pay for govern-
ment programs. 

So, rather than viewing 
those SS bonds as invest-
ments, some view them as 
“money borrowed” and 
sometimes call the bonds 
“worthless IOUs.” This, of 
course, is not at all the case, 
because every dollar invest-
ed in those special issue 
government bonds has been 
(and still is) used only for 
valid Social Security pur-
poses and results in extra SS 
revenue from interest. 

Nevertheless, those ac-
cusations were prevalent in 
the 1980s and 1990s when 
the changes to tax SS ben-
efits were enacted. Indeed, 
we still regularly hear and 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

To the Editor:
Sturbridge has some-

thing that many commu-
nities would envy; miles of 
trails that give residents and 
visitors an opportunity to 
experience our community 
in an entirely different way.

Those trails are there to 
be used – by serious runners 
and hikers, certainly, but 
also by families looking for 
an opportunity to get out-
side, enjoy the fall weather 
and discover places in Stur-
bridge they may never have 
visited.

That’s one reason the 
Rotary Club of Sturbridge 
created the Trek Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K. The annual 
event isn’t just for runners. 

It includes a 1K and Fun 
Walk and offers families 
an opportunity to get out-
doors, enjoy our local trails 
and have a little fun at Hal-
loween. 

Costumes are encour-
aged. 

We’ll also have free 
games and activities to keep 
younger children safely en-
tertained while older family 
members take part in the 
race or walk.

There’s another benefit 
as well. Proceeds from the 
event help the Rotary Club 
support scholarships for lo-
cal students and other com-
munity projects throughout 
the year.

This year’s Trek Stur-

bridge Halloween 5K takes 
place Sunday, Oct. 25, at the 
Old Sturbridge Village Edu-
cation Center. Runners may 
register at raceroster.com, 
or at OSV on race day start-
ing at 8:30 a.m. 

Whether you run, walk, 
bring the family, or simply 
come out to support the 
participants, it’s a good op-
portunity to enjoy one of 
the resources that makes 
Sturbridge a special place to 
live.

We hope you’ll join us.

Tim Gresenz
President
Rotary Club of 
Sturbridge

- letter to editor -
Trek Sturbridge supports 
scholarships and projects

See SECURITY
 PAGE 5
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WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!
FRIGIDAIRE 

DISHWASHER 
REG. $449.99
$299.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$899.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!
END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

    Visit Us First!!!

THOUSANDS OF

APPLIANCES!

END OF SEASON

TV SALE!
32” HDTV................  $99.99
40” HDTV................  $149.99
50” HDTV................  $199.99
  55” HDTV.............. $299.99
  65” HDTV.............. $299.99
  70” HDTV.............. $399.99
  75” HDTV.............. $599.99

INSTANT 0%
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

refute similar rhetoric these 
days in our capacity as So-
cial Security Advisors. 

We’ve written many ar-
ticles on this topic, all of 
which are available at the 
AMAC Foundation’s two 
main websites at www.
amacfoundation.org, and 
www.SocialSecurityReport.
org.

To answer your specif-
ic question “when will this 
(money) be repaid with 
interest?” The answer is - 
there is nothing to repay. All 
monies ever received for So-
cial Security purposes have 
been invested in special in-
terest-bearing government 
bonds, which are redeemed 
(with interest paid) weekly 
as needed to pay Social Se-
curity benefits to those who 
have earned and are entitled 
to them. 

These bonds are secured 
by the “full faith and credit 
of  the U.S. government,”  a 
financial designation which 
is globally considered to be 
“exceptionally low risk.” 

FYI, the SS Trust Fund 
reserves held about $2.5 
trillion in investments as of 
the end of 2025, down from 
about $2.9 trillion in 2020. 
The Trust Fund total is now 
being regularly depleted be-
cause incoming SS revenue 
has not been sufficient to 
pay 100% of SS benefit obli-
gations since 2021, so Trust 
Fund reserves are now be-
ing used to pay full benefits. 

And therein lies the crux 
of the Social Security sol-
vency issue, which is why 
the program so urgently 
needs Congressional reform 

before the SS reserves in the 
Trust Funds run dry in 2032, 
after which everyone would 
see a cut in their monthly SS 
benefits. Congress must en-
act SS reform now.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 

not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
FROM PAGE 4

Cable contract
Members of the Cable 

Advisory Committee pre-
sented a request for a new 
contract with Spectrum, 
as the last 10 year contract 
ran out. Chair of the com-
mittee, Paul Lapenas, said 
the town is on a journey 
to start rebroadcasting out 
of their studio. The com-
mittee worked with Gov-
ernment Affairs Director 
Shelly Winchenbach and 
special counsel Bill Solo-
mon.

Lapenas said the new 
contract has some expanded 
definitions of gross annual 
revenue, which is a key part 

of financial calculations for 
Public, Education and Gov-
ernment funds and capital 
improvements, and there 
were also more protections 
for the town’s interests ne-
gotiated in the contract to 
protect for things like ease-
ments, right of ways and 
repairs. 

Lapenas said they se-
cured a $25,000 capital grant 
for broadcast equipment, 
but there is some equipment 
in its sixth year out of a 10 
year expected lifespan that 
cost up to $60,000. 

He said they increased 
their share of gross annual 
revenue to 4.5% from 1.5%, 
and they anticipate $55,000 
coming in the first year. 

He also said Spectrum’s 

subscribers have been fall-
ing, so it’s unclear how 
much money that 4.5% will 
amount to come 10 years 
from now.  He said the previ-
ous contract had a $150,000 
capital grant but the PEG 
funds were lower. 

Some other updates from 
the contract include the con-
tinuation of complimentary 
television subscriptions for 
town offices, a reduction 
in broadcast stations from 
three to two because of 
a lack of content and an 
opportunity to broadcast 
meetings in high definition. 

He estimated the current 
PEG account has about 
$75,000 in it. Winchenbach 
said they can start negotiat-
ing a new contract after sev-

en years.

Library items
Library Director Amy 

Agro said there is a possibil-
ity that the federal govern-
ment will suspend an E-rate 
program, which provides 
discounted rates for tele-
communications and inter-
net, and the town gets about 
an 85% discount based on 
their demographics. Agro 
said that amounted to 
$3,000 off  their bill last year, 
which came in at a total of 
under $800. 

She said the program has 
two components, one for 
the transport of the inter-
net and the second category 
for hardware improvements. 
Agro said there’s a public 

comment period on this un-
til Oct. 13. 

Agro also gave an update 
on the Municipal Appropri-
ation Requirement, which 
is required to keep a library 
certified. 

She said since the over-
ride amounted to a $60,000 
cut, or 27% of the budget, 
that was the largest cut in 
the state, and there is a waiv-
er that can keep them certi-
fied for five years as long as 
they get back to their MAR 
number by 2031, which is 
estimated to be $228,000. It 
was supposed to be $217,000 
this year.

Appointments
 and resignations

The board approved the 

hiring of Jennifer Whelan 
for two positions in the 
senior center, the first be-
ing the programs director 
for 15 hours a week and 
the second being digital 
skills instructor for four 
hours per week. The skills 
instructor pay is through a 
grant. 

The board accepted the 
resignation of Stephanie 
Plante from the Recreation 
Committee, which Select 
Board Chair Henry Brogna 
said brings that committee 
to two members out of five, 
and noted there are several 
open seats on committees 
around town.

The next Select Board 
meeting is scheduled for 
Oct. 13.

W BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current

STURBRIDGE – Roots 
and Relics, a central Massa-
chusetts ensemble celebrat-
ing traditional Irish and 
Celtic music, will perform 
in concert on Friday, Oct. 
9, from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at 
the Federated Church of 
Sturbridge and Fiskdale, 8 
Maple St.

Admission is free of 
charge, but a free will col-
lection will be taken during 
the concert.

Formed at St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Whitinsville, 
Roots and Relics grew out 
of a shared love for tra-
ditional Irish and Celtic 
music, as well as Celtic-in-
spired music from around 
the world. The musicians 
bring backgrounds in clas-
sical, jazz, rock and tradi-
tional American music to 
their performances, creat-
ing a distinctive sound that 
remains rooted in Celtic 
musical traditions.

The members of Roots 
and Relics are: Jillian Mar-
tin (violin), Bert Baldarelli 
(percussion and bodhrán), 
Christopher Bilodeau 
(guitar, piano and vocals), 
Katrina Ireland Bilodeau 
(vocals, bass guitar and 
ukulele) and Matthew Reil-
ly (penny whistle).

Collectively, the musi-
cians bring extensive expe-
rience in classical and con-
temporary performance, 
music education, church 
music, musical theater and 
traditional American and 
Irish music. Their back-
grounds range from study 
at Berklee College of Mu-

sic and the Longy School 
of Music to decades of 
performance in churches, 
theater productions, com-
munity ensembles and tra-
ditional music groups.

The Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & Fiskdale 
joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace 

in our lives. All are wel-
come. 

Join them for worship 
on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

For additional infor-
mation, please visit the 
Church website at sturfed.
org, or contact the Church 
office at 774-304-1021 or 
churchoffice@sturfed.org.

Roots and Relics to bring Celtic music to Federated Church

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Irish and Celtic music group, Roots and Relics will appear in concert at the Federated Church of Sturbridge 
and Fiskdale on Friday, Oct. 9. Shown from left: Bert Baldarelli, Katrina Ireland Bilodeau, Christopher Bilo-
deau, Jillian Martin and Matthew Reilly.

CNEER fall fundraiser holds
benefit dinner on Oct. 24

HARDWICK – Cen-
tral New England Equine 
Rescue, Inc. will hold a fall 
fundraiser benefit dinner at 
Hardwick Crossing Coun-
try Club, 262 Lower Road, 
on Saturday, Oct. 24.

Doors open at 5 p.m. 
and a buffet dinner will be 
served at 6 p.m. 

Tickets are $100 each 
or bundle two tickets for 
$175. Payment must be re-
ceived by Oct. 10.

To purchase tickets 
online, use the QR code 

or visit www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/fall-fund-
raiser-banquet. Checks 
made payable to CNEER 
can also be mailed to 96 
New Braintree Road, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585.

About CNEER
CNEER is a grassroots 

rescue located in West 
Brookfield. Its mission 
is to rescue, heal and re-
store the spirit of the horse 
when it has been damaged 
through abuse, neglect and 
abandonment.

CNEER is committed 
to making a difference – 
one horse at a time.

For more information 
about CNEER, people 
may visit CNEER.com or 
follow the rescue on Face-
book.

Christ Memorial Church tag sale
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – The tag sale  at 
Christ Memorial Episco-
pal Church, 133 North 
Main St., will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 17 from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., rain or shine.

There will be plants, 
puzzles, books, clothes, 
kids’ stuff, kitchen and 

household items, treasures 
and more. Name your own 
price. 

Help support the North 
Brookfield Food Col-
laborative by bringing 
non-perishable items. Use 
the Spring Street door 
should the weather force 
the tag sale inside.
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for the Fire Department.
During Olde Home Day, 

state Sen. Peter Durant and 
state Rep. Donnie Berthiau-
me presented Town Clerk 
and 275th Committee mem-
ber Jessica Bennett with a 
historically accurate copy 
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. This presentation 
was to commemorate not 
only the town’s 275th anni-
versary, but also the nation’s 
250th. 

Durant and Berthiaume 
also presented a citation 

to Select Board members 
Dennis Letendre Jr., Joe 
Chenevert and Michael 
McQueston.

A special presentation 
was made to Robert N. Glid-
den, a longtime resident, 
business owner, and the 
town’s former police chief.

This presentation was 
made by resident and U.S. 
Postal Service employee 
Michelle Gallagher, who 
said the “250 Years of De-
livering” Forever stamp was 
dedicated to Glidden and his 
service to the town. 

Glidden moved to New 

Braintree in 1958 when he 
was 20 years old. Here, he 
and his wife Carolyn raised 
their two sons and one 
daughter.

Glidden started RN 
Glidden Landscaping at his 
home in 1960, and ran it un-
til 2000 when his son Rich-
ard took over. 

Gallagher said in 2024 
at 90 years old, Glidden 
was still operating the front 
loader.

Glidden spent 30 years 
on the town’s Police Depart-
ment with 25 of those years 
as police chief. 

“He secured the town’s 
first police cruiser,” Gallagh-
er said, which was a station 
wagon.

Glidden also served as a 
volunteer firefighter in the 
1970s, and is credited with 
saving the Police Depart-
ment’s radio system from the 
Town Hall’s 1977 fire.

“Mr. Glidden has dedi-
cated his life to the people of 
New Braintree,” Gallagher 
said. 

Olde Home Day ended 
with a performance by the 
band Disco Lemonade and 
a bonfire.

OLDE HOME DAY
FROM PAGE 1

The New Braintree 275th Committee hosted a parade on Oct. 3 to celebrate the town’s milestone. The New 
Braintree Historical Society’s float paid homage to the town’s agricultural roots and resilience in the face 
of adversity.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
The Kountry Kazoo Krew performed a repertoire of songs during the parade.

Tractors of all sizes were part of the Olde Home Day parade.

The New Braintree Pickleball players dressed for the occasion.Robert N. Glidden (seated) was honored with the U.S. Postal Services’ “250 Years of Delivering” Forever 
stamp.

Annabelle Ickler and Amelia Ickler held the banner for the Quabbin Regional High School Marching Band.

Members of the Theatre Guild of North Brookfield dressed up for the occasion. 

The Barre Masonic Family was represented by members of Mt. Zion Lodge of Masons, Barre Assembly (In-
ternational Order of the Rainbow for Girls) and Cradle Rock Chapter (Order of the Eastern Star).

New Braintree embraced its farming roots during Olde Home Day.

New Braintree celebrates 275 years
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Rutland Police Department’s K-9 
Storm gave a demonstration with 
Officer Justin Lawlor.

State Sen. Peter Durant (right) and state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume, presented a historically accurate copy of 
the Declaration of Independence to Town Clerk Jessica Bennett.

Matt Koziol of Farmer Matt led the businesses in the parade.

This banner celebrated the town’s 275th anniversary.The Friends of the New Braintree Library marched in the parade.U.S. Postal Service employee Michelle Gallagher is shown with Robert 
N. Glidden.

Area fire departments joined New Braintree Fire Department in the parade.

The State Police joined the bicycle parade with its motorcycles.

The Colonel Henry Knox Regimental Artillery Color Guard fired a salute.

The Holyoke Caledonian Pipe Band performed during the parade. The band’s performance was sponsored 
by Country Bank.

Thomas Jennette rode his mountain bike in the parade. Jennette also 
organized a kid’s bicycle obstacle course during Olde Home Day.

A young cyclist covered his ears 
during the parade.

Soulful Eyes Equine Rescue “hoofed it” in the parade.

Audrey Larson performed with 
the Quabbin Regional High School 
Marching Band.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Difficult
  5. Coarsely ground corn
  9. A group of similar things 

ordered one after 
another

 11. Loved Romeo
 13. Something to solve
 15. Pelvic areas
 16. Informal debt 

instrument
 17. Ineffective
 19. A device attached to a 

workbench
 21. Related on the mother’s 

side
 22. “Fresh Prince of __ Air”
 23. Astronomer Sagan
 25. C. Utah city
 26. Turkey
 27. Informal terms for 

money

 29. Awakens
 31. Those who favored 

Prohibition
 33. Blabbed
 34. Looked through
 36. Rhode Island rebellion
 38. A type of “cast”
 39. One’s duty
 41. Where golfers begin
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Semitic Sun god
 46. Ancient Greek City
 48. Removed someone’s 

head
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most unnatural
 56. “Dennis” is a notable 

one
 57. Ointments
 58. Examination
 59. Leaked fluid

CLUES DOWN
  1. Brave
  2. A state of excitement
  3. Jest at
  4. Sandwich store
  5. Chapter of the Koran
  6. Dismounted from a 

horse
  7. Small vehicle
  8. Irked
  9. A disreputable man
 10. Monetary unit of 

Samoa
 11. A list of woes
 12. Weight unit
 14. Alone, single
 15. Broadway legend 

Bernadette
 18. Monetary unit of Serbia
 20. Worn by exposure to 

the weather
 24. A body of traditions

 26. Students seek one
 28. Hydrophilic amino acid
 30. Nasal mucus
 32. Branch of U.S. 

Congress
 34. Swinish
 35. Russian assembly
 37. Grant an exemption to
 38. Set up in advance
 40. Satisfy
 42. Felt
 43. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 45. Witnesses
 47. Strong insects
 49. Gasteyer and de Armas 

are two
 50. One of an ancient 

people inhabiting 
Scotland

 51. Cheerless
 55. Unhealthy

BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

He said that he plans for 
the winters, makes orders 
and oversees crews ranging 
from two to eight members. 

Saunders said he has sev-
eral licenses including the 
CDL and OSHA, and is a 
CDL instructor in Welles-
ley, and is also pursuing his 
bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness, already having an as-
sociates in it along with ac-
counting. 

Saunders said his leader-
ship style is by example and 
cross training so everybody 
is efficient, and he cited a 
recent overhauling of a re-
cycling facility in the town, 

where he coordinated the 
plans , and put together a 
crew of certified operators. 
Saunders said that he tries 
to go off  of people’s strong 
suits and uplift everybody, 
and pulls people aside to 
explain mistakes that were 
made if  need be. Saunders 
said in his current position, 
he’s checking sites, answer-
ing questions, operating as 
needed and creating work 
orders. 

Saunders said that the 
top priority would be allo-
cating resources to make 
sure the equipment is ready 
for the winter, and getting 
employees with CDL and 
hoisting licenses in the de-
partment. 

He said the $500,000 
budget is smaller than he’s 
accustomed to, but there 
are less needs and demands 
in a town like Brookfield. 
He said other things to look 
into are Chapter 90 funding, 
road conditions and a five 
year plan to determine what 
capital projects need to be 
done and when. 

Talking about the equip-
ment, Saunders said he’d 
have to check the fluids and 
deal with any brake and 
battery problems, and make 
sure the salters and their 
hydraulics are working. He 
said that he has some me-
chanical experience, but a 
lot would have to be referred 
to another business. 

Saunders described the 
town’s current equipment 
as “decent.” He said in his 
current town, they take the 
salters out once per month 
to keep the batteries alive. 

Mark O’Donnell
The third candidate was 

O’Donnell, who has 15 
years of experience as the 
chief  mechanic and oper-
ator in West Brookfield. 
O’Donnell said he takes 
care of the trucks, prepares 
roads for paving and does 
projects related to drainage, 
and has several licenses. 

He said in West Brook-
field, they weld the plows 
in-house and he has experi-
ence with oil changes, tires 
and brakes. O’Donnell said 
he has a crew of three, and 
he is the senior employee, so 
the other’s follow his lead. 

Projects O’Donnell cited 
as having a hand in include 
the 2011 ice storm where he 
operated a loader and back-
hoe and did brush removal 
in-house, saving the town 
$200,000. He also cited a 
successful water line install-
ment in Lexington. 

O’Donnell said he’d al-
locate resources for mow-
ing and paving preparation, 
and allocate manpower 
within the budget and go 
through priority roads to 
be done with Chapter 90 
funds. O’Donnell said in the 
first week, he’d see what he 
could do to unfreeze certain 
parts of the vehicles and see 
if  other trucks have good 
parts, saying he knows how 
to change them but it comes 
down to availability if  there 
are none in-house. 

Thomas Degnan
The final candidate was 

Degnan, who has 20 years 
of experience in DPW work 
across Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. Degnan said 
he has worked as a project 
manager and DPW director, 
among other jobs, and the 

board noted he has several 
water licenses. 

Degnan said he’s coor-
dinated with the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Transportation and done 
work like full reclamations, 
utilities, subdivisions, side-
walks and curbing along 
with bid work with con-
tractors. 

Degnan said he was a su-
pervisor in East Providence 
where there were about 30 
men in the union, and his 
transfer to supervisor was 
easy because the people in 
the organization knew him. 
He said that he knows how 
to work with different peo-
ple and figure them out, 
and he enjoys using the new 
technologies related to high-
way operations. 

A project Degnan high-
lighted was a subdivision in 
Bellingham where the prop-
erty had their own contrac-
tors who were adversarial 
with his crew, but he was, in 
part along with other mem-
bers, able to work through it 
and make the project a suc-
cess. 

For the equipment, he 
said it’s a bit older, and in 
his current position, they 
have been trading in so the 
oldest machine on their fleet 
is five years old. 

He said he’d look at the 
equipment and compare 
that to the budget, and try 
to oil up the brakes and 
sprockets, and get new ones 
if  the budget allows. He 
said it would take him just 
one day to figure out the 
needs of the equipment, 
and he can do diagnostics 
work and brake work, but 
not things to do with the 
engine. 

He said one of the strat-
egies for figuring out which 
roads are a priority are by 
looking at a pavement man-
agement plan, or just seeing 
which roads destroy vehi-
cles as a result of things like 
frost heaves. 

Deliberation
The Select Board did not 

come to a conclusion as to 
whom to hire for the posi-
tion following the meeting. 
The board voted to have 
each candidate, if  available, 
come to the town to test out 
the equipment so the board 
could observe them and see 
who handles it the best. 

Members of the highway 
search committee were in 
attendance, including Bruce 
Clarke, who said Degnan 
was “quite a candidate” be-
cause of his several certifica-
tions in water and as a tree 
warden. He said one of the 
questions the board missed 
asking was about response 
time. 

Select Board member 
Beth Coughlin noted that 
O’Donnell had no formal 
supervisory experience, but 
Clarke said that shouldn’t 
rule him out, saying he 
would pick O’Donnell as the 
top candidate because he’d 
be with the town until retire-
ment. Select Board member 
Richard Chaffee said he 
knew about O’Donnell per-
sonally, and described him 
as the glue that held the de-
partment together. 

Coughlin had some con-
cerns about O’Donnell, say-
ing she wasn’t confident that 
he could handle the budgets 
and Chapter 90 funding, 
but Chaffee noted there’s 
a highway secretary who is 
supposed to do that. 

Chair Sarah Campbell 
said the current secretary 
is struggling with past due 
bills and what to pay when, 
and she’s concerned about 
payroll come winter. 

As for the other candi-
dates, Coughlin said if  De-
gnan was hired, they’d have 
an opportunity to aggregate 
water into the rest of the op-
erations and make a DPW, 
and Chaffee said Freitas is a 
good hands-on worker. 

Two Select Board mem-
bers gave their rankings 
of the candidates, from 
first choice to last choice. 
Coughlin ranked her choic-
es as Degnan, Saunders, 
O’Donnell and Freitas and 
Chaffee ranked his O’Don-
nell, Freitas, Degnan and 
Saunders. 

The board scheduled to 
conduct the equipment test-
ing the week of Oct. 5, and 
a decision to potentially be 
made directly following the 
test. 

STURBRIDGE – Run-
ners, walkers, families and 
Halloween enthusiasts are 
invited to hit the trails again 
this fall when the Rotary 
Club of Sturbridge presents 
its annual TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K and Fun 
Walk on Sunday, Oct. 25.

Pre-registration is now 
open for the family-friendly 
event, according to Race Di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld. Par-
ticipants can pre-register at 
RaceRoster.com by entering 
“Sturbridge” in the search 
field. 

Those who register be-
fore Oct. 19, will receive this 
year’s free collectible TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K 
T-shirt.

“Partnering with TREK 
Sturbridge has become a 
great way to bring people to-
gether, enjoy some of Stur-
bridge’s beautiful trails and 
have a little Halloween fun 
at the same time,” Hachfeld 
said in a press release. “More 
importantly, every registra-
tion helps Rotary put mon-
ey back into the community 
through scholarships for lo-
cal students and support for 
other community projects 
and needs.”

All activities begin at the 
Old Sturbridge Village Ed-
ucation Center on Old Stur-
bridge Village Road. Par-
ticipants should note that 
the Education Center is not 

the Old Sturbridge Village 
Academy located near the 
village’s main entrance. 

Parking will be available 
in the Education Center lot.

The event features a 
timed 5K Trail Run, a Fun 
Walk and a timed 1K Pre-
Teen Run. In keeping with 
the Halloween spirit, par-

ticipants are encouraged to 
come in costume. Activities 
begin at 9 a.m. with a free 
costume parade, relay rac-
es and organized games for 
young children at the Educa-
tion Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run begins at 9:15 a.m. and 
is open to children ages 12 

and younger. Registration 
is $20, and the course is ac-
cessible to participants with 
mobility challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run 
and Fun Walk begin at 10 
a.m. The course follows 
Old Sturbridge Village 
Road and the Arbutus Park 
Trail through the Leadmine 

Mountain Wildlife Conser-
vation Lands. 

Registration is $35 for 
the 5K and $30 for the Fun 
Walk.

Registered runners and 
walkers can also compete 
in the Best Costume com-
petition prior to the 11:15 
a.m. awards ceremony, with 

winners selected by popular 
choice.

Race-day registration will 
be available beginning at 
8:30 a.m. Participants may 
register on their own devices 
using a QR code available at 
the site. 

Paper registration forms 
will also be available for 
those unable to register on-
line.

The TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun 
Walk is a fundraiser of the 
Rotary Club of Sturbridge, 
with proceeds supporting 
the club’s scholarships for 
local students and other 
community service proj-
ects.

“People who participate 
in the TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun 
Walk aren’t just signing up 
for a race,” Hachfeld add-
ed. “They’re helping Ro-
tary continue the work we 
do throughout the year to 
support students, families 
and organizations in our 
community. We hope they’ll 
come out, bring the family, 
wear a costume and make a 
morning of it.” 

For additional informa-
tion or to become an event 
sponsor, contact Race Di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld at la-
serklaus@gmail.com or visit 
the Sturbridge Rotary Club 
website at https://sturbridg-
erotary.com.

Rotary Club presents annual TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Costumes are part of the fun at the annual TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Family Fun Walk, as this spirited group demonstrated before 
hitting the trail at last year’s race. 

- community -

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or 
milestone news for the Quaboag Current, please 
email pouimette@turley.com.
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Madeleine Bachand makes a stop 
on defense.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN – The Ware 
girls’ varsity soccer team 
had gone four consecutive 
seasons without scoring 
a goal against Quaboag 
Regional, while being out-
scored 16-0.

In their only meeting 
of the 2026 regular sea-
son, the two teams battled 
through a scoreless first 
half  before the Lady Cou-
gars grabbed a 1-0 lead in 
the 54th minute.

The Lady Cougars 
wouldn’t post another 
shutout, as the Lady In-
dians scored the equaliz-
er a little more than ten 
minutes later. The visitors 
from Ware had several 
late scoring chances, but 
last Tuesday night’s non-
league match at Cougars 
Stadium ended in a 1-1 
draw.

“It was definitely a hard 
fought game tonight,” said 
Ware head coach Morgan 
Toelken. “Even though 
Quaboag graduated some 
talented players last year, 
they still have a lot of tal-
ent. We haven’t had very 
much success against them 
in the past and I’m very 
glad to come away with a 
tie in tonight’s match.”

The road tie left the 
Lady Indians with a 2-3-2 
overall record and extend-
ed their winless stretch 
against the Lady Cougars 
to more than 15 years.

Before this season, 
Ware hadn’t scored a goal 
against Quaboag since a 
5-2 home loss on Sept. 
18, 2021. Aislin McClure 
accounted for both Lady 
Indians goals.

Ware was ranked 16th 
in the first MIAA Division 
5 power rankings of the 

fall season.
“We’re 16th in the pow-

er rankings, which is the 
highest that we’ve been in 
a long time,” Toelken said. 
“I’m not sure how much 
this tie will really help us 
in the power rankings.” 

The Lady Cougars (0-
5-2) entered this week’s ac-
tion still searching for their 
first victory of the season.

“It was a pretty even 
game tonight,” said 
Quaboag head coach Joe 
Mooney. “We graduated 
nine seniors, including sev-
en starters from last year’s 
team. We’re in the rebuild-
ing process this year.”

Two of the players that 
Quaboag lost to gradua-
tion were Maddie Potvin 
and Madelyn Bagg, who’s 
currently a member of 
the women’s soccer team 
at Bates College. The duo 
combined to score 30 goals 
a year ago.

Quaboag qualified for 
the Division 5 state tour-
nament four times be-
tween 2021-2024. They 
were moved up to Division 
4 last year. After defeat-
ing Blackstone-Millville, 
4-0 in a preliminary round 
home match, they lost to 
second-seeded Douglas on 
the road in the round of 
32.

Quaboag assistant soc-
cer coach Michelle Zawal-
ski graduated from Ware 
High School in 2017.

Quaboag had the op-
portunity to take a 1-0 
halftime lead against Ware 
on back-to-back corner 
kicks at the end of the first 
half.

Both kicks were tak-
en from the left corner by 
junior Isabelle Manzaro. 

Cougars finish in 
1-1 draw with Ware FISKDALE – Last week, 

Tantasqua Regional High 
School girls soccer evened 
up their record with wins of 
Leicester 3-2 at home and 
then on the road at Doherty 
High School 3-1 to im-
proved to 3-3-1 for the reg-
ular season. Coming up, the 
Warriors will host Ludlow 
High School on Friday, Oct. 
9 at 5:30 p.m.

 Warriors even record with pair of wins

Emma Peasturo tries to get the ball around a pressuring opponent.

Abigail Gunagan heads the ball 
forward.

Maeve O’Neil tries to keep the 
ball from going out of bounds.

Tessa Shelden is pursued by a 
defender.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Isla Czub looks to get the 50/50 ball.

PALMER – Last week, 
Pathfinder boys soccer had 
a 5-1 loss at home against 
Southwick Regional, but 
rebounded to defeat Smith 
Vociational 2-1 and then 
Monson 2-0 last Friday 
night to improve to 7-2-1 
overall on the season. 

The Pioneers were then 
off  for six days before re-
turning action on Thurs-
day, Oct. 8 against the High 
School of Commerce at 4 
p.m.

Elijah Hodge punts 
the ball away.

Gianni Holland tries to play the 
loose ball. William Wright defends against an opposing player.

Owen Pear sends a 
free kick up the field.

Owen Marion goes for a header. Brody Wetnicka looks to settle the ball and turn play around.

See COUGARS
  PAGE 10

Pioneers fall at home, but rebound to pair of wins
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Veterans Day Salute
Quaboag Current ~ November 5, 2026

Quaboag Current will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Quaboag Current, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

Her first attempt sailed into 
the box and a shot deflected 
off  Ware senior goalie Emi-
ly Jones (12 saves) over the 
end line. Her next kick land-
ed on top of the net.

The contest remained 
scoreless until Quaboag 
eighth grader Evelyn Potvin 
lofted a shot from the right 
side of the box into the back 
of the net for her first varsity 
goal, which was unassisted.  

“That was a huge goal 
by Evelyn,” Mooney said. 
“We’re hoping that she be-
comes one of our top goal 
scorers just like her older 
sister. We’re still trying to 
figure things out.” 

The Lady Indians scored 
a corner kick goal during 
the 65th minute.

Sophomore Josephine 
Galeckas booted the ball 
into the box from the right 
corner. After it bounced 
around, junior Callie Cygan 
scored the tying goal on a 

header.
“It was Callie’s first goal 

of the season,” Toelken said. 
“She scored a couple of 
goals for us last year.”

Sophomore Gloria Cotaj 
was credited with the assist.

Cygan and Galeckas had 
a couple of shots on goal 
during the final ten minutes 
of regulation, but the con-
test remained tied.

Quaboag senior goalie 
Seph Piermarini made a to-
tal of eight saves. 

COUGARS   
FROM PAGE 9

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

- public notices -
TOWN OF 

WEST BROOKFIELD
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals 

will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, October 26th, 2026 
at 6:00pm in the first floor meet-
ing room, West Brookfield Town 
Hall, to act on an application for 
a Special Permit, for Robert and 
Jennifer Dold, for the property 
located at 207 Shoreline Dr, West 
Brookfield.  The applicant wish-
es to rebuild a house that was de-
molished due to failing founda-
tion.  A Special Permit is required 
per Section 1.52. Non-Conform-
ing Structures. Please note this 
public hearing was previously 
advertised for Tuesday October 
12th 2026, which was incorrect.
10/09, 10/16/2026

INVITATION FOR BIDS
FY2027 Paving Materials 

and Services
Town of West Brookfield - 

Highway Department
The Town of West Brookfield 

Board of Selectmen requests 
sealed bids on the following 
Paving Materials and Services 
for various Town Roads in West 
Brookfield using State Aid Chap-
ter 90 Funds, And other Federal, 
State and Municipally funded 
projects in Fiscal Year 2027.

Bids for the Paving Materi-
als and Services in the Town of 
West Brookfield will be received 
at the West Brookfield Highway 

Department located at 15 Front 
Street West Brookfield, MA 
01585 until 9:00 a.m. Monday 
October 26, 2026, at which time 
they will be publicly opened and 
read. No late bids accepted. 

Obtaining Bid Packages: 
Specifications, general instruc-
tions, and Bid Forms must be 
obtained at the Highway Depart-
ment located at 15 Front Street 
in West Brookfield between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday or by 
emailing jdaley@wbrookfield.
com. Bidders are required to sub-
mit bids on the Bid Forms pro-
vided. 

Bid Deposit: All bids over 
$10,000.00 MUST be accom-
panied by a bid deposit in the 
amount of five percent (5%) of 
the bid in the form of cash, a bid 
bond, or a certified check made 
payable to the Town of West 
Brookfield. 

Conditions of Contract: 
All contracts awarded shall be 
subject to the Special Contract 
Conditions that accompany this 
bid package. Successful Bidders 
will be required to produce a cer-
tificate of insurance and security 
bonds with the signed contract. 
All work being performed re-
quires 100% Performance Bond 
and a 50% Payment Bond in ac-
cordance with G.L. c.149, sec-
tion 29. The bidder shall be able 
to start work under this contract 
after November 1, 2026.

Wage Rates: All wage rates 

will comply with those estab-
lished by the Commonwealth 
Department of Labor and Work-
force Development, M.G.L., 
Chapter 149, Sections 26-27G 
as set forth in the contract doc-
uments.

Prequalification: Bidders  
for all projects that cost over 
$50,000.00 must be prequalified 
by the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation (former-
ly Mass. Highway Department). 
The qualified class of work for 
this project is PAVEMENT SUR-
FACING with a limit amount of 
$1,000,000.00. All bidders shall 
be subject to Section 34 of Chap-
ter 90, must be prequalified in 
accordance with 720 CMR 5.00 
“Prequalification’s of Contrac-
tors”. This will apply to horizon-
tal construction only. The Award-
ing Authority reserves the right 
to extend the contract for two 
(2) additional twelve (12) month 
options. Valuation for purposes 
of MassDOT Prequalification is 
based on first year, times three 
(3) to arrive at an estimated to-
tal value of all bid items. The 
estimated value of $303,500.00 
provided in this Invitation to Bid 
is for one year. Vendors are ex-
pected to be able to provide their 
services over three (3) years at 
three (3) times the initial estimat-
ed value.

James Daley, 
Highway Superintendent

10/02, 10/09/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

- police logs -
East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of Sept. 
1-6, the East Brookfield Po-
lice Department responded 
to 126 building/property 
checks, 84 directed area pa-
trols, six radar assignments, 
nine traffic controls, seven 
emergency 911 calls, five cit-
izen assists, two complaints, 
one investigation, one motor 
vehicle investigation, one 
threat, one missing person, 
one motor vehicle accident, 
two animal calls and 32 mo-
tor vehicle stops in the town 
of East Brookfield.

Tuesday, Sept. 1
7:58 a.m. School Zone 

Traffic, East Main Street, 
Citation issued

2:22 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Howe Street, 
Transported to Hospital

5:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

5:09 p.m. 911 Com-
plaint, Podunk Road, Offi-
cer Handled

5:50 p.m. Traffic Con-
trol, Mechanic Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Wednesday, Sept. 2
2:10 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

4:43 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Young Road, Officer Han-
dled

7:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Street, Cita-

tion Issued
7:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Thursday, Sept. 3
8:36 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Stur-
bridge Road, Transported 
to Hospital

10:56 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Connie Mack Drive, 
Spoken To

Friday, Sept. 4
5:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation Issued

9:39 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, East Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11:08 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Investigation, Podunk 
Road, Officer Handled

1:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

6:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Saturday, Sept. 5
10:05 a.m. 911 Threat, 

North Brookfield Road, 

Report Taken
9:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Bay Path Road, Cita-
tion Issued

10:43 p.m. Complaint, 
East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, Sept. 6
8:43 a.m. 911 Missing 

Person, Prospect Street, In-
vestigated

10:36 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Prospect Street, Spo-
ken To

10:59 a.m. Investiga-
tion, Connie Mack Drive, 
Officer Handled

11:52 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

2:55 p.m. Welfare 
Check, West Main Street, 
Services Rendered

3:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Mechanic Street, Ci-
tation Issued

3:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Crash, Adams Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation Issued

9:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Auxiliary hosts Fall Harvest Festival and Bake Sale

New Braintree Police Log
During the week of 

Sept. 21-28, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 24 
building/property checks, 11 
directed/area patrols, five ra-
dar assignments, four traffic 
controls, five emergency 911 
calls, two citizen assists, 12 
safety hazards, four utility 
issues, two animal calls and 
two motor vehicle stop in the 
town of New Braintree.

Monday, Sept. 21
10:59 a.m. Assist Citi-

zen, Memorial Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

3:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

4:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Ravine Road, Cita-
tion Issued

Tuesday, Sept. 22
5:01 p.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Slein Road, Trans-
ported by Helicopter

6:02 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Hardwick Road, 

Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Sept. 23
2:23 p.m. 911 Safe-

ty Hazard, Construction 
Area, Officer Handled

Friday, Sept. 25
12:41 p.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Gilbertville Road, Re-
moved Hazard

Saturday, Sept. 26
11:01 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Thompson Road, Re-
moved Hazard

11:16 a.m. 911 Utility 
Issues, Hardwick Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

12:08 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Hardwick Road, Offi-
cer Handled

12:17 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Gilbertville Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency

12:30 p.m. Utility Issues, 
Gilbertville Road, Officer 
Handled

1:39 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Utley Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

2:20 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Worcester Road, Re-
moved Hazard

4:53 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Barre Cut-Off 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

10:33 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Worcester Road, Re-
moved Hazard

10:34 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Ravine Road, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, Sept. 27
1:57 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Hardwick Road, Offi-
cer Handled

9:44 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Moore Road, Re-
moved Hazard

11:22 a.m. Utility Issues, 
Hardwick Road, Removed 
Hazard

12 p.m. Utility Issues, 
West Road, Services Ren-
dered

1:49 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Unitas Road, Services 
Rendered

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – American Le-
gion Auxiliary Unit 41 will 
host its annual Fall Harvest 
Festival and Bake Sale on 
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.  

The festival will be held 

at American Legion Post 41, 
163 North Main St. (located 
behind Subway).

Join the auxiliary for lo-
cal vendors and crafters, 
homemade baked goods, 
a white elephant table and 
great raffles. A few tables 

are still available for ven-
dors/crafters.  This event is 
open to the public with no 
admission fee.  

Please contact Andrea 
at adupell@charter.net for 
more information.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit. 
 Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD
(1.5-2 YRS) STORED INSIDE 

OFF THE GROUND. 
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles. 

$350 per cord.
Call 413-218-3918.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 NOKIAN STUDDED SNOW TIRES, 
195/65/15, used 3 months. Paid $170 each, 
will sell for $100 each. 413-230-9653 
leave message.

TAG SALE
SAT. & SUN., OCT. 10-11. 

9am-3pm.
99 Ferry Street, South Hadley

Household items, tools, 
something for everyone.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Haley Remodeling offering financing. 
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat & 
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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- community -

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON 
BIKE SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

COLUMBUS DAY SALE!!! 

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

HONEY CRISPHONEY CRISP
MACOUN AND MACOUN AND 
CORTLANDCORTLAND

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

SUMMERSUMMER

at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU 
OCTOBER

20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS
Most have shades & tables
$20.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre(Rt. 122) Barre

2 mi. north of 2 mi. north of 
Barre centerBarre center

CONTACT: Text: 978-257-9461
Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - STURBRIDGE, MA
This spacious 4-bedroom, 2.5-bathroom Colonial 
is set on over an acre, in a great Sturbridge 
location! Inside, you’ll find beautiful hardwood 
floors, a cabinet-packed kitchen with Corian 
countertops and center island, dining room, living 
room, and a warm and inviting family room, with 
a fireplace & pellet insert. You’ll also love the 
bright sunroom overlooking the wooded backyard! Upstairs offers a spacious primary 
suite, plus 3 additional nicely-sized bedrooms. Additional features include a 2-car 
attached garage, town water & sewer and plenty of off-street parking. Conveniently 
located with easy access to the MA Pike, Rts. 84, 9 & 20. and part of the sought-after 
Tantasqua school district. A wonderful place to call home! Listed at  $569,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Federated Church Pumpkin Patch open through Oct. 31
STURBRIDGE – The 

Federated Church of  Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale, 8 Ma-
ple St., is hosting its 9th 
annual Pumpkin Patch 
through Saturday, Oct. 31, 
with pumpkins, season-
al displays and a growing 
schedule of  activities for 
the community.

The Pumpkin Patch will 
be open Monday through 
Friday, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
and Sunday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., 
weather permitting. Pay-
ment may be made by cash, 
credit card or Venmo.

Visitors will find more 
than pumpkins during the 
five-week run. Plans in-
clude pumpkin carving, 
face painting, music and 
Storytime with Judy, along 
with a performance by 
Rock Voices Auburn, with 
the date to be announced.

The Central Mass Plein 
Air Painters will also return 
on Saturday, Oct. 10, set-
ting up their easels around 
the church grounds to paint 
the Patch and surrounding 
autumn landscape. 

Proceeds help the Fed-
erated Church support a 

variety of  local missions 
and ministries, including 
Sturbridge Girl Scout and 
Scouting America troops, 
both of  which meet at the 
church, the local Veter-
ans Association and the 
church’s ecumenical work 
with other area congrega-
tions.

A portion of  the pro-
ceeds supports the Navajo 
Nation in Farmington, New 
Mexico, where Pumpkins 
USA grows the pumpkins 
and provides seasonal and 
year-round employment.

October will be a partic-

ularly active month at the 
Federated Church. In addi-
tion to the Pumpkin Patch, 
the church will host a Roots 
and Relics concert on Fri-
day, Oct. 9, from 7-8:30 
p.m.; and the Koinonia 
women’s group Rummage 
Sale on Oct. 23 and 24.

For additional informa-
tion about the Pumpkin 
Patch, October activities or 
volunteering to help with 
unloading and setup, visit 
sturfed.org, call the church 
office at 774-304-1021 
or email churchoffice@
sturfed.org.

‘American Constitution’ 
film screening Oct. 25

NEW BRAINTREE 
– Explore the origin story 
of the American system of 
government at a free public 
screening of the new docu-
mentary film, “The Amer-
ican Constitution”, on 
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2-4 p.m. at 
New Braintree Town Hall, 
20 Memorial Drive.

The film, from 
award-winning filmmaker 
David Garrigus, dramatiz-
es the creation of one of 
history’s most influential 
documents. Using only the 
Framers’ own words drawn 

directly from the historical 
record, an impressive cast 
portrays the impassioned 
debates between figures like 
George Washington, James 
Madison and Benjamin 
Franklin.  

Following the screening, 
attendees will have the spe-
cial opportunity to partici-
pate in a live Q&A session 
with the film’s writer and 
director, and a legal expert.

The event is free and 
open to all. For more infor-
mation, visit Constitution-
Movie.com.


