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Get ready for
the 46th
Annual Apple
Country Fair

Celebrate fall with local
flavor and family fun

BROOKFIELD - One
of Central Massachusetts’
favorite fall traditions re-
turns Saturday, Oct. 11
as the 46th Annual Apple
Country Fair takes over the
Historic Brookfield Town
Common from 10 a.m.-4
p.m.

Hosted by the Brook-
field Community Club, the
Apple Country Fair brings
together the best of small-
town charm with a vibrant
marketplace featuring more
than 90 local crafters, arti-
sans, and bakers. Visitors
can explore booths filled

with hand-knit clothing,
pottery, wooden  décor,
homemade soaps, maple

syrups, beaded jewelry, lo-
cally-harvested honey, and

See APPLE COUNTRY
FAIR PAGE 5

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

Fall Festival at the Farm.
why a festival?

Braintree Road

Equine Rescue.

ed, and
equines.”

See FALL FESTIVAL
PAGE 5

WEST BROOKFIELD -
There were signs all over the
Brookfields, as well as Ware,
and as far as Palmer, that
an event was coming up on
Sept. A poster announced a

What farm was that, and

If you turn off at 96 New
in West
Brookfield, a little up the
driveway, there is pasture
that this day was serving as a
parking lot. This is the farm
of Central New England

The name says it all. Cen-
tral New England Equine
Rescue, Inc. or CNEER,
has as its mission “to rescue
abused, abandoned, neglect-
slaughter-bound

Upon arriving, we were
directed where to park and
immediately after exiting the
vehicle, a young man driving
a golf cart offered a ride,

CNEER held successful Fall Festival at the Farm

Central New England Equine Rescue volunteers Brenda and Barbara are shown with some of their equine friends.
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Fall Family Fun Fest held to support North Brookfield Town House

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Bruce Arnold of North Brookfield is shown alongside his Infrared Obsessions photography display.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Friends of the North
Brookfield Town House wel-
comed guests to Fall Family
Fun Fest this past weekend.

The event was held at Bike
House Brewing in North
Brookfield and featured mu-
sic, food, vendors and art.
Members of the Friends of
the North Brookfield Town
House shared information
with guests regarding the
Town House and what this
organization does to help
support the beloved building
in their town.

This group is a dedicat-

ed non-profit organization
committed to restoring and
revitalizing this historic land-
mark. At their table, there
was a dollhouse sized model
of the Town House, which
also served as a donation box.
The Friends also hosted a
raffle during Fall Family Fun
Fest, and it featured over 20
prizes. Various gift certificates
were available and one lucky
winner would win tickets to a
Worcester Red Sox game.
The Fall Family Fun
Fest was supported by var-
ious  sponsors including
Cuddy Insurance Agency,
Inc, MAXMIA Proper-
ties LLC, Theatre Guild of
North Brookfield, Country
Auto Body, Country Bank,

Smokestack Lightning, Inc,
Brookfield Orchards, Howe
Lumber Co., Jim’s Pizza, La-
flin-Waugh Insurance, North
Brookfield Savings Bank, and
Still Harts Inc.

The Friends thanked Bike
House Brewing for being the
host of the event. The brew-
ing company had a vending
booth selling merchandise,
including old shirts of Com-
mon Ground Ciderworks.

The Master of Ceremo-
nies for the event was Richard
“Tabby” LeBlanc, who gave
announcements throughout
Fall Family Fun Fest. The
first music guests were Fusion
Junction followed by Derek

See FUN FEST PAGE 6

Assessors explained
revaluation results

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD — The Board of As-
sessors attended the Board
of Selectmen’s meeting to
provide an update on the
five-year revaluation.

“It's a more compre-
hensive one than we do ev-
ery year,” Assessor Sheila
Buzzell said at the Sept. 23
meeting. “Of all real and
personal property in the
town.”

Buzzell said the Asses-
sors provide information to
the Department of Revenue,
which is then reviewed by
an employee of the DOR.
She said this includes sales,
review of properties, and
an analysis of the different
types of houses being sold.

“All the different sales
are taken into consideration
for the years 23 and °24,”
Buzzell said.

Buzzell said the new val-
ues were posted on the web-
site for review, as required

by the DOR. She said some
residents came into their
office with questions about
their property values, and
the Assessors went to those
properties.

She said housing sales in
2023 and 2024 were “over
the top;” with some houses
selling well over their as-
sessed value.

Buzzell said the DOR
employee  believed  the
town’s property values were
low compared to the sales
prices during that time.

A resident of Old East
Brookfield Road shared
concerns about how much
his taxes will increase with
his new property assess-
ment.

“How is this going to im-
pact people that are on fixed
incomes?” he asked. “Where
they have just enough to pay
their tax bill they have now,
never mind a 20-25% in-
crease. We're getting to the
point where some people in

See N BROOKFIELD
PAGE 6

Local crafters held weekend shopping event

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - Mi-
chael’s in Sturbridge hosted
a great event for local craft-
ers to share their work this
past weekend.

These crafters had the
opportunity to set up tables
throughout the store, and
some were able to provide
demonstration of their re-
spected craft.

With customers entering
the store the first thing they
would come across are food
and beverage vendors. There
was freshly squeezed lemon-
ade and ice pops available
during the warm Sunday af-
ternoon.

The Boy Scout Troop #7
of Brimfield was selling a va-
riety of popcorn to support
their Scout fundraiser. Run-
ning the Boy Scout booth
was Jones Reith-Lowery
and Phineas Reith-Lowery.
Michael’s staff welcomed
guests by the entrance who
could participate in a raffle
for a chance to win a $100
Michael’s gift card.

TURLEY PHOTO BY RIYAN DRAGO

Stefanie is shown with a yarn demonstration during the Michaels crafter

event.

Several staff members of-
fered fun activities for kids
such as face painting and a
kid’s class where they could
craft Halloween haunted
lanterns. There were many
local crafters who live with-
in the community and some
love shopping at Michaels.

Patricia LaFountain of
Tricia’s Treasures had a table
set up in the store and had
multiple items of jewelry, art
and home decor on display.

LaFountain has been do-
ing her own crafts for over
10 years and focuses most-
ly on acrylic paint pouring.

Her work comes in the form
of canvasses, coasters, and
ceramic pumpkins.

LaFountain also works
part-time at Michaels and
was excited to share her
work during this crafting
event.

Several crafters had done
some demonstrations during
the event. Leslie Tracy did
a paint demonstration by
creating a flower themed oil
painting on a canvas.

Tracy is an artist special-
izing in portraits, landscape,
and special orders. Tracy
also gave art lessons at her
home for 25 years and has
participated in various art
shows.

Tracy has been painting
and drawing since she was
a child and got to share her
work at Michaels. Custom-
ers got to watch Tracy bring
a beautiful art piece to life.

Close by was a yarn
demonstration by Michaels
staff member Stefanie, who
is an expert in knitting and
crocheting. There was a
booth decorated with var-

See CRAFTERS PAGE 6
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Hushand and wife Americana
duo to perform in Hardwick

HARDWICK - Watch-
ing Maggie McClure and
Shane Henry (The Imaginar-
ies) perform together, you in-
stantly see the chemistry and
the deep commitment they
share with each other and to
their music.

The Imaginaries will
bring their = Americana/
Roots-Rock sound to The
Center at Eagle Hill, 242 Old
Petersham Road, on Satur-
day, Oct. 18.

Formed on the open
plains of their home state of
Oklahoma, The Imaginaries
is composed of husband-
and-wife duo McClure (pia-
no, vocals) and Henry (gui-
tar, vocals). The Imaginaries
blend Henry’s guitar-sling-
ing, blues-rock roots with
McClure’s boldly vulnerable
singer-songwriter sensibility.
The results are a pop-Amer-
icana aesthetic that evokes
Tom Petty, Fleetwood Mac,
The Civil Wars, and Bonnie
Raitt.

Their 2021 self-titled de-
but album, The Imaginar-
ies, marked the beginning
of their journey as a band
after individual successes
as solo artists; their sopho-
more album, Fever, was just
released in August of 2025.
Together, McClure and Hen-
ry wrote and produced the
soundtrack for the feature
film “A Cowgirl’s Song”,
and they have shared the
stage with Judy Collins, The
Gatlin Brothers, John Waite,
Sixpence None the Richer,
and more.

Their live performances
promise mesmerizing vocal
harmonies, driving pop-rock
tunes, heartfelt singer-song-
writer ballads, delicious gui-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Maggie McClure and Shane Henry of The Imaginaries will perform at The Center
at Eagle Hill on Saturday, Oct. 18 at 7 p.m.

tar tones, and dazzling solos.

The Imaginaries will per-
form at The Center at Eagle
Hill on Saturday, Oct. 18 at
7 p.m. Tickets are $35 for
adults, $30 for students and
seniors.

The Center also offers
discounted $10 tickets to
EBT cardholders through
Massachusetts’ Card to Cul-
ture Program. For tickets
and information, visit www.
thecenterateaglehill.org  or

call the Box Office at 413-
477-6746.

About The Center

The Center at Eagle Hill
is a performance venue in
central Massachusetts pre-
senting world class music,
dance, theatre, and comedy.
For more information about
this, and other events please
visit www.thecenterateagle-
hill.org.

Pumpkin Walk & Carving Contest
comes to Riverlands Oct. 18

STURBRIDGE - The
Sturbridge Conservation
Department is thrilled to
host this brand-new com-
munity event — the first ever
Sturbridge Pumpkin Walk &
Carving Contest — a glowing
night of fall fun at the Riv-
erlands.

The event will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 6-8
p.m. at the Riverlands Trail,
52 Stallion Hill Road.

A half-mile loop will be

lined with glowing carved
pumpkins. There will be con-
test categories for kids, teens,
adults, and local businesses,
and there will be a special
category for hand-painted
pumpkins (ages 5 and under)

This event is free to attend
and fun for all ages.

Want to enter? Register
your pumpkin at the Con-
servation Commission’s page
at  https://www.sturbridge.
gov/conservation-commis-

sion/pages/great-sturbridge-
pumpkin-walk-carving-con-
test-2025.

Pumpkin drop-off is 4:30-
5:30 p.m. on the event day. A
complete list of contest rules
is posted on the above web-
site.

Volunteers are welcome
to help make this magical
night happen. For more in-
formation, contact Lauren
Vivier at 508-347-2506 or
LVivier@sturbridge.gov.

Electronics recycling event
to be held on Oct. 25

STURBRIDGE - The
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale will host
an electronics recycling
event with Green Day Re-
cycling on Saturday, Oct.
25 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the
church parking lot, 8 Ma-
ple St.

Residents of all towns
are welcome to bring their
electronic items to be recy-
cled, and the event will be
held rain or shine.

The following items
can be recycled for a cost:
$5 — computer towers, lap-
tops, DVD players, VCRs,
small printers, stereos, ra-
dios, alarm clocks, speak-
ers, video game consoles,
table lamps, fans, hair
dryers, curling irons, pro-
jectors, paper shredders,
power tools, drills, camer-
as, clocks, trophies, frying
pans, holiday lights and
other small electronics.

For $10 — small house-
hold appliances, vacuum
cleaners/Roomba, toaster
ovens, ceiling fans, floor
lamps, air fryers, electric
grills, hot plates, small ra-
diators, keyboard pianos,
coffee makers, ice makers,
small garbage disposals,
sewing machines and car
seats.

For $20 — flat screen
computer monitors, micro-
waves, dehumidifiers, air
conditioners, water coolers,
large printers/copiers, leaf
blowers, chainsaws, heat
lamps, artificial Christmas
trees, fire extinguishers and
empty propane tanks.

For $25 — TVs up to 26
inches, CRT monitors, out-
door grill and dorm sized
refrigerators.

For $30 — TVs between
26 inches and 35 inches,
white goods, washing ma-
chines, dryers, stoves, dish-

washers, large applianc-
es, large yard equipment,
treadmills, exercise equip-
ment, snowblowers, lawn-
mowers, rototillers, large
generators, motors and wa-
ter tanks.

For $35 — TVs over 36
inches, large refrigerators
and ride-on lawn mowers
and for $40 — projector
TVs.

Cash is preferred, but
payment via Venmo or
check (over $30) is also ac-
cepted.

The following items will
be accepted for free, with
cash donations appreciat-
ed: bicycles (reusable), cell
phones, keyboards, tablets,
video game media and ac-
cessories, wires, cables, bat-
teries, chargers and VHS/
DVDs.

For more information,
email greendayrecycling-
ma@gmail.com.tt

Registration open for EQLT’s
Station Loop Ramble

NEW BRAINTREE —
The East Quabbin Land
Trust will holds its 14™ an-
nual Station Loop Ramble
on Sunday, Oct. 19 begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. with the
start on Depot Road at the
intersection of West and
Hardwick Roads on part
of the Mass. Central Rail
Trail.

This is a new course due
to construction. The five
mile classic is a hilly road
race with a flat fast finish
on Hardwick Road. The
Kids Run and 5K run/walk
are entirely on a flat course
on the Mass Central Rail

Trail.

Registration begins at
8:30 a.m. The race begins
and ends at the site of the
former New Braintree
Train Station, travels past
scenic farmland, through
deep woods and skirts the
Ware River. Adults must
accompany children run-
ning this course. Each mile
is marked and mid-run wa-
ter supply is provided.

Start times are 9:30 a.m.
for five and under 200 foot
dash and 9:40 a.m. for the
Y4 mile 6-12 year old run.
The 5K starts at 10 a.m.
and the 5 mile classic at

10:05 a.m.

There will be post race
refreshments, games, enter-
tainment and more. Award
ceremony is at 11 a.m. En-
try fee is free for ages 5 and
under, $10 for ages 6- 12,
$25 early bird online reg-
istration by Friday, Oct. 17
(10% discount for seniors,
veterans and first respond-
ers) and $30 day of race. A
family registration for up
to six members is $35.

For more informa-
tion, people may vis-
it www.EQLT.org/sta-
tion-loop-ramble/ or call
413-477-8229.

Second Chance is seeking
clothing and linens donations

EAST BROOKFIELD
— Cleaning out your clos-
ets? You can now bring
used clothing donations
to Second Chance Animal
Services East Brookfield
or North Brookfield loca-
tions.

Second Chance has
partnered with St. Pauly
Textile Inc. to provide a
wood-frame clothing drop-
off shed for community
use. The sheds are designed
to give community mem-
bers a uniquely clean, con-
venient, and well-cared-for
option to donate their used
linens and clothing to.

St. Pauly Textile Inc.
partners with businesses
and various organizations

to distribute donated items
both here in the U.S. and
worldwide, where they’re
ultimately re-worn by peo-
ple who need them. Second
Chance receives funding
for donated clothing and
additionally has the option
to use donated items like
towels and blankets to care
for pets.

With over 1,600 cloth-
ing drop-off sheds in place,
St. Pauly Textile Inc. col-
lects over 175,000 pounds
of clothing a day and es-
timates that this clothing
ends up in 44 different
countries (including the
U.S.) yearly. In 2024, the
company was able to help
keep over 64 million ar-

ticles of clothing out of
landfills, which clothed an
estimated 7.8 million peo-
ple worldwide.

The company was
founded in 1996 and is an
A+ rated member of the
Better Business Bureau.

Accepted items: cloth-
ing, shoes, belts, purses,
towel, blankets, sheets,
curtains, pillowcases, and
stuffed animals.

The donation sheds
are located at the Second
Chance Adoption Cen-
ter, 111 Young Road, East
Brookfield and the North
Brookfield Community
Veterinary Hospital, 372
North Main St., North
Brookfield.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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HARDWICK - Worces-
ter Winds, a dectet of pro-
fessional music teachers and
musicians from Worcester
County, will perform at
the Stone Church Cultural
Center, 283 Main St., Gil-
bertville, on Saturday, Oct.
18 at 3 p.m.

Presenters Friends of
the Stone Church will serve
snacks at a reception follow-
ing the concert. Tickets are
$25 and can be purchased at
the door or through Friends
of the Stone Church web-
site under the concert sea-
son listings at friendsofthe-
stonechurch.org.

Conducted by Luis Tor-
res, the group consists of
two flutes, two clarinets, two
oboes, two bassoons, and
two French horns. They will
perform the “Barber of Se-
ville Overture” by Gioachi-
no Rossini, “Masques et
Bergamasques” by Gabriel

Fauré, “Serenade, Op. 104”
by Solomon Jadassohn,

“Excursion” by Patrick
Glenn Harper (b. 1977),
“On Music” by Arthur

Sullivan by Robert Spittal
(b. 1963), and “The Teddy
Bear’s Picnic” by John Brat-
tan.

Performers include Toni
Brown, Deborah Cole,
Lucy Colwell, Ray Cox,
Glenn Godfrey, Meredith
Lord, Brian Repeta, Judy
Schmitz, Sarah Smongeski,
and Jessica Stolecki. The
groups’s website is worces-
terwinds.org.

FOSC is pleased to be
participating in the Card
to Culture program of the
Mass Cultural Council,
by extending discounts to
EBT, WIC and Connec-
torCare health plan insur-
ance cardholders. Eligible
participants may request
up to two free tickets at the

- community -
Worcester Winds to perform in Gilbertville Oct. 18

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Worcester Winds, a dectet of professional music teachers and musicians, will perform at the Stone Church Cul-

tural Center on Saturday, Oct. 18.

box office on the day of the
event. Bring EBT, WIC or
Connector Care health plan
card for 2025.

This concert is funded
in part by a grant from the
Hardwick-New  Braintree
Cultural Council, a local

agency which receives fund-
ing from the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

EQLT to hold harvest
dinner on Oct. 5

Pumpkin patch returns to
Federated Church for 8th year

HARDWICK - East
Quabbin Land Trust, 120
Ridge Road, will hold a
harvest dinner on Sunday,
Oct. 5 from 4-7 p.m. at
the Petersham Town Hall,
Main Street, Rte. 32, Peter-
sham.

This supper will be to
support and to celebrate
building improvements at
the Petersham Country
Store. There will be a silent
auction.

Tickets are $35 per per-
son purchased before Sept.
29 or $45 at the door. Chil-
dren 10 and under are $20.
Dinner will be served at 5
p-m.

The menu includes
chicken stew with potpie
topping (vegetarian option
available), roasted harvest
vegetables with rice and
apple crisp with donat-
ed apples form Pease Or-
chard.

Live music is at 5 p.m.
by the Evening Standard
Jazz. There is a cash bar
with donated beverag-
es from Berkshire Brew-
ing, Red Apple Farm and
Stone Cow Brewery.

To purchase tickets
online, people may visit
https://crm.nonprofiteasy.
com/8133/Pages/Events/#/
Details/14677//.

STURBRIDGE - The
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale is once
again bringing the season
to life with its 8th Annual
Pumpkin Patch, open now
through Thursday, Oct. 31.

The church’s front lawn
at 8 Maple St., has been
transformed into a festive
fall destination, filled with
pumpkins, gourds, mums,
hay bales, corn stalks, and
loose hay for scarecrows.
You’'ll also find cookbooks
to spark your fall kitchen
creativity. Whether you’re
decorating for Halloween,
preparing a cozy harvest
table, or just looking for the

perfect pumpkin, the Patch
has it all.

The Pumpkin Patch will
be open Monday-Friday:
10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday:
9 a.m.—6 p.m., and Sunday:
Il am-6 pm. (weather
permitting). Payment is
easy with cash, credit, Ven-
mo, and PayPal all accept-
ed.

A series of special events
will also take place at the
Pumpkin Patch throughout
the month, including a visit
from the Central Mass Plein
Air Painters, a group com-
prised of local artists who
enjoy painting live on site,
on Saturday, Oct. 4.

The Pumpkin Patch sup-
ports the church and local
ministries. A portion of
proceeds helps the Navajo
Nation in Farmington, New
Mexico, where the event’s
supplier, Pumpkins USA,
employs more than 700 Na-
tive Americans each harvest
season and maintains a full-
time, 100% Native Ameri-
can staff year-round.

For additional details
on the Pumpkin Patch or
other upcoming events,
visit sturfed.org or contact
the church office at 774-
304-1021 or churchoffice@
sturfed.org.

Library hosts
annual craft
fair on Oct. 18

EAST BROOKFIELD —
The East Brookfield Public
Library, 122 Connie Mack
Drive, will hold its Annual
Craft Fair on Saturday, Oct.
18 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Stop by to support local
artists and start your holiday
shopping early. There will be
knitters, doll makers, can-
dles, woodwork, adult cloth-
ing protectors, painters and
many more.

This program is free and
open to the public.

Gallery to host
reception for
artist Friday

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Petersham artist Abigail
Rorer will present a solo
show, “Books, Engravings
& Drawings” at West Brook-
field Art & Frame Gallery,
10 East Main St., opening
on Friday, Oct. 3 from 5-7
p.m.

This is Rorer’s first solo
show at the gallery, where
she has been a member for
the past several years, and
it will display her intricately
detailed and moving works
of art, many of which focus
on nature and animals.

All are welcome to at-
tend the opening reception
and meet with the artist
and enjoy friendly fellow-
ship (along with wine and
cheese). “Books, Engravings
& Drawings” will be on dis-
play through the month of
October.

For more information
about Rorer and her work,
visit her website www.thelo-
neoakpress.com.

Home of the Brave 5K

West Nile Virus confirmed in mosquitoes in Sturbridge

returns for 7th year

STURBRIDGE - The
Sturbridge Special Events
Committee will host the
7th annual Home of the
Brave 5K fun walk/run to
benefit local veterans on
Saturday, Nov. 8 from 8-11
a.m. on the Town Com-
mon.

Race entry is $25, with
a special military price of
$10 for servicemembers.
T-shirts are included for

those who register by Oct.
217.

The event will be attend-
ed by DJ Ellis Cropper and
Flutie Star Reagan Bush.

The committee is cur-
rently seeking veteran re-
source vendors, donations
for raffles, swag, and event
volunteers.

For more information
or to register, visit ww-
w.5KGPT.com.

East Brookfield library
lists upcoming events

EAST BROOKFIELD —
The East Brookfield Public
Library, 122 Connie Mack
Drive, will host Movie Time
on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m.

Movie Time will be held
on Oct. 28, and Nov. 25.
Stop by the library with
your lunch and enjoy a
blockbuster movie and meet
new friends.

Adult board games

Join library staff for an

afternoon of games and
snacks on the first Tuesday
of every month at 1 p.m. If
you like to play games and
want to meet new people
from the community, this
program is for you.

This program is for adults
18 years or older. Walk-ins
are welcome but registration
is preferred so staff can plan
accordingly for the snacks
and number of games.

STURBRIDGE - The
Massachusetts Department
of Public Health announced
recently that West Nile virus
has been detected in mos-
quitoes collected from Stur-
bridge.

In 2024, 8,597 mosquito
samples were tested in the
Sstate for WNV and 333
samples were positive. Stur-
bridge had 0 WNYV positive
mosquito samples identified
in 2024.

WNYV is most commonly
transmitted to humans by
the bite of an infected mos-
quito. The mosquitoes that
carry this virus are common
throughout the state and are
found in urban as well as
more rural areas.

While WNV can infect
people of all ages, people
over the age of 50 are at
higher risk for severe in-
fection. By taking a few,
common sense precautions,
people can help to protect
themselves and their loved

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

ones:
Avoid mosquito bites
Apply insect repellent

when you go outdoors. Use
a repellent with DEET (N,
N-diethyl-m-toluamide),
permethrin, picaridin (KBR
3023), IR3535 or oil of lem-
on eucalyptus [p-methane 3,
8-diol (PMD)] according to
the instructions on the prod-
uct label.

DEET products should

not be used on infants under

2 months of age and should

be used in concentrations of

30% or less on older chil-
dren. Oil of lemon eucalyp-
tus should not be used on
children under 3years of age.

Permethrin products are
intended for use on items
such as clothing, shoes, bed
nets and camping gear and
should not be applied to
skin.

Clothing can help reduce
mosquito bites. Although it
may be difficult to do when
it’s hot, wearing long-sleeves,

long pants and socks when
outdoors will help keep mos-
quitoes away from your skin.

Be aware of peak mos-
quito hours — the hours from
dusk to dawn are peak biting
times for many mosquitoes.
When risk is increased, con-
sider rescheduling outdoor
activities that occur during
evening or ecarly morning
and if you are outdoors at
any time and notice mos-
quitoes around you, take
steps to avoid being bitten by
moving indoors, covering up
and/or wearing repellant.

Mosquito-proof your home

Drain standing water —
many mosquitoes lay their
eggs in standing water. Limit
the number of places around
your home for mosquitoes to
breed by either draining or
getting rid of items that hold
water.

Check rain gutters and
drains. Empty any unused
flowerpots and wading pools
and change water in bird-

v

\ PRICES IN RED
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ST LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

baths frequently.

Install or repair screens
— some mosquitoes like to
come indoors. Keep them
outside by having tightly-fit-
ting screens on all your win-
dows and doors.

While the Sturbridge
Health Department con-
tinues to work closely with
MDPH, MDAR, Central
Mass Mosquito Control
Project, and other agen-
cies; locally they authorized
an insecticide treatment in
and around the Breakneck,
Mashapaug and South Road
areas, Turner and Barn mu-
nicipal fields, and the school
campuses at Burgess Ele-
mentary, Tantasqua Region-
al Junior and Senior High
Schools.

The Central Mass Mos-
quito Control Project also
does larvicide treatments
and public outreach and
education with regards to
personal protection against
mosquitoes and ticks.

51 Locust St.
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060

413-614-1112 DOT EXAMS

Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management,
Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Live in the moment but plan for winter!!

Hasn’t the first week
of autumn been beautiful
weather-wise? Warm and
sunny days will have us com-
pletely spoiled!

Summer annuals contin-
ue to bloom even as we har-
vest our pumpkins and corn
stalks. But alas, while we are
enjoying, we must simultane-
ously prepare for what inevi-
tably will come.

My big task for today
was deconstructing a com-
bination planter so that I
could (hopefully) overwinter
the summer plants indoors.
These included a Hypoestes
(Polka dot plant), two Fuch-
sias, and an Ivy Geranium.

Over the years I've had
good luck overwintering reg-
ular geraniums, Gerber dai-
sies and fuchsias, but I have
never tried ivy geraniums or
the finicky polka dot plant.
According to my research,
ivy geraniums are handled in
a similar manner as regular
or zonal geraniums.

I typically overwinter
them as a houseplant, in a
bright sunny window. Some-
times they delight me with
flowers through Christmas!

When I was trying to sep-
arate the plants from my big
planter, though, the amount
of roots I was able to get
from the ivy geranium was
honestly pathetic. The plant
looked big enough on top
to fit in a ten inch pot, but
the root ball, maybe enough
roots to fit in a four inch pot.

What am I to do? First
thing would be to prune the
top growth. So few roots
would have a difficult time
supporting all of that foliage.
I will take off one third to
one half of the top growth.
And from this foliage, I will
take some cuttings.

Regardless of my predic-
ament, cuttings are a good
option if you are short on
space in front of sunny win-
dows — you can root them
in a three or four inch pot
placed in indirect light until
they begin to grow!

You can also store gerani-
um stock plant out of your
living space. Here is how:
Cut the plants back to a cou-
ple of inches above the crown
and set them in the cellar,
unheated rooms, enclosed
porches or other spaces that
don’t freeze and aren’t too
damp. Check them every few
weeks and water sparingly if
necessary, never letting the
soil dry out completely.

When spring comes, grad-
ually begin to introduce
sunlight and the plant will
commence growth. Once the
threat of frost has passed
the plants can go outside
for the summer months. If
last year’s potting soil is “ex-
hausted” of nutrients, care-
fully repot the plant into new
soil.

Prune away any weak
branches and give it some
liquid fertilizer. For this sit-

uation, storage temperatures
can go as low as 45 to 50 de-

grees.
My fuchsia

bright sun.

The last time I overwin-
tered one of these I got the
plant to live into the late
winter, long enough to take
a cutting. The offspring
thrived! The mother plant
looked pretty woody, but
apparently, if I had waited a
little bit longer and gave it a
light fertilization, new supple

growth would have ensued.
Live and learn.

Aside from a part sunny
window, fuchsias can also
be overwintered out of the
main living space, following

my recommendations above.

The polka dot plant is

another story all together.

The roots were massive and

the top growth the same.

Although the plant looked
diminutive at purchase, there
was no saying that now. It

became the “hog” of the pot.

I pruned both the roots
and the top growth, cutting
it back to healthy growth
just a four inches tall, set-
tling on an eight inch pot for
the three original cuttings

that made up the one plant.

I don’t have high hopes for
because, 1
guess, this plant has always
been a finicky one as a seed-

overwintering,

ling in the greenhouse.

It looks dry so you water
it, only to find out it has root

rot and now you’ve killed it.
My research

that overwintering tempera-
tures should be warmer than
what you would use for ge-
raniums or fuchsias. We are
talking 65 to 75 degrees. An-
other point of interest is that

the plant likes humidity.

Putting the pot in a tray of
wet gravel will provide some
humidity to the immediate
area and may help, especially
since winter air tends to be
dry. Indirect light is best for
Let’s

these plants as well.
keep our fingers crossed!

Be adventurous, by try-
ing to overwinter some an-
nuals. You just may make it
a little easier on your wallet
come spring, especially if
your favorites are growing
strong right in your own

house!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the

University of Massachusetts.

For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening

Question” in the subject line.

extraction
went much better than the
geranium one did. I have
equal roots to foliage and
flowers. I am going to try
and overwinter this plant in
a northeast window, know-
ing that fuchsias don’t like

indicates

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I’m still confused about Medicare Part A and Part B enroliment

Dear Rusty:

I'm 64 and still working
full time, and plan to con-
tinue working at least until
I'm 70 ~it’s a good job, and
I enjoy it.

My job comes with
health insurance, so I don’t
really need additional cov-
erage, but I understand I
will be required to sign up
for Medicare Part A any-
way when I turn 65 next
year. What I don’t under-
stand is Part B: A colleague
of mine, who is a little older
than I am, said she signed
up for Part B because a
penalty will be incurred if
we wait until we retire from
our jobs and actually need
the additional insurance.
I'm not sure she’s right.
Can you explain what I
should do?

Signed:

Confused About Medi-
care

Dear Confused:

We’re happy to assist
you with understanding
this. First, enrolling in
Medicare Part A (coverage
for inpatient hospitaliza-
tion service) is mandatory
to collect Social Security
after age 65. If you do not
plan to take your Social
Security benefits yet, you
can defer enrolling in Part
A until you claim Social
Security. But Medicare
Part A is also free to those
eligible for Social Security,
so there is little reason not
to enroll in Part A at age 65
and, when you claim Social
Security, you will be auto-
matically enrolled.

Part B, which is coverage
for outpatient healthcare
services (doctors, medi-
cal tests, etc.), is different.
Part B is always optional

because there is a premium
associated with it (standard
premium is $185/month in
2025), but nearly everyone
over age 65 requires health-
care coverage. If, however,
you are employed and have
“creditable” healthcare cov-
erage from your employer
(“creditable” is a group
plan with more than 20
participants), then you can
defer enrolling in Medicare
Part B until your creditable
employer coverage ends.
And you can do so without
incurring a “late enroll-
ment penalty” for enrolling
in Part B outside of your
Initial Enrollment Period.
When your creditable cov-
erage from your employ-
er ends, you will enter an
8-month Medicare “Special
Enrollment Period,”which
permits you to enroll in
Part B without penalty.

Thus, as long as your
employer coverage is “cred-
itable,” you can defer en-
rolling in Part B without
penalty. FYI, you can also
enroll in Part B a couple
of months prior to your
employer coverage ending,
asking that your Part B
coverage starts when your
employer coverage ends, to
avoid any gap in healthcare
coverage. Note you will
likely need your employer
to provide you with proof
of creditable coverage when
you later enroll in Part B.

A couple of extra
thoughts:

If you require prescrip-
tion drug coverage when
your employer coverage
ends after age 65, you only
have 63 days to acquire
that drug coverage with-
out incurring a “Part D”
(drug plan) late enrollment
penalty. So, if needed, you

should not wait to get in-
surance coverage for pre-
scription drugs after you
employer coverage ends.

If you now have a
Health Savings Account
through your employer,
you should discontinue any
HSA contributions well be-
fore (perhaps as much as
six months before) your en-
rollment in Medicare Part
A. That’s because Part A
is not considered a “high
deductible” insurance plan
(a “high deductible” plan is
a requirement for having a
Health Savings Account).
If you do not have an HSA,
you need not be concerned
about this. If you do, we
can also provide you with
more info on this.

I hope this answers your
questions, but we are al-
ways here to assist if you
need anything further.
Contact us at SSAdvisor@
amacfoundation.org or
at(800-750-2622.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
orglprogramslsocial-secu-
rity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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for the Quaboag
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As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general
news, personality profiles, and community features that
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

A different kind of concierge medicine

The rise of concierge
medicine shows no signs of
slowing down. Frustrated
with long wait times for ap-
pointments, waiting room
delays and only brief con-
versations with their doc-
tor, those who can afford
it are shelling out hundreds
of dollars each month for
faster care and attention,
24-hour access and person-
alized health programs.

It’s understandable that,

in our fractured health-care
system, people would start
looking for alternatives.
There are some drawbacks
to concierge care, however.
Many don’t accept insur-
ance, in order to keep their
own costs low. You will still
need to pay for insurance
in case a serious illness or
injury requires hospitaliza-
tion or a specialist. And not
all concierge docs have hos-
pital privileges, which may

complicate care coordina-
tion — especially important
for someone with multiple
chronic illnesses.

It’s that coordination,
or “wraparound care,” that
sets private patient advo-
cates apart from concierge
doctors. Both offer con-
cierge-style service, but a
patient advocate goes above
and beyond. When you
pay for a patient advocate,
you can expect them to be
there when you need them,
anticipate your needs, cut
through red tape and run
interference with hospitals
and insurance companies.

Here are some scenarios
where I think the concierge
services of a nurse patient
advocate may exceed those
of concierge doctors.

When an aging loved

See YOUR HEALTH
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FALL FESTIVAL
FROM PAGE 1

which, ignorant of the lay of
the land, we accepted.

We were deposited at
the top of the hill, at which
point, after meandering
around, as there was a lot to
see, we asked someone who
was in charge and were told
that Laurie, with the “beau-
tiful blue eyes” was the one
to ask.

Laurie was found at the
50/50 raffle table and when
approached as the lady with
the stunning eyes, told us
“flattery will get you every-
where,” and she referred us
to Vicky.

Laurie herself, while en-
thusiastically working at
CNEER, is the impresario
of Field of Dreams Therapy
Farm, LLC, up in Paxton,
not too far away. Paxton is
close compared to the dis-
tances traveled by many oth-
er volunteers. Brenda came
from Ashburnham, Michelle
from Marlboro and Emily
from New Hampshire, and
many others from all over,
but Kori, up from New York
City, won the distance crown.

There are no employ-
ees in this volunteer driven
organization, and the vast
enthusiasm was almost pal-
pable. Mark, from Millbury
summed up his feelings that
CNEER is “a people rescue.”

Vicky Barry, was a wealth
of information, and though
having much to do took
time to speak with us. The
lady, with her daughter, Bet-
sy Johnson, was the founder
of the rescue. Her son, Tom,
would also be active this day.

Vicky’s prayers for no rain
were answered. The showers

- community -

A young rider demonstrates her skills during the Fall Festival at the F

Deux Amis et un autre ami. The musicians provided lively entertainment during the event.

of the previous days stopped,
and the weather would be
glorious on Saturday.

Vicky and Betsy be-
gan Central New England
Equine Rescue in 2003 with
two horses. CNEER, Inc.
was incorporated in Massa-
chusetts as a 501(c)3 non-
profit in that year. There are

stories that pull at the heart-
strings such as the forgotten
slaughter-bound palomino,
Daisy who was covered in
manure and cleaned and
nursed back to health.

The horses are from every-
where. Vicky adopted Greta,
a beautiful black horse near
the point of starvation. Af-

ter two weeks of good food,
Greta turned it around.

The  term “slaugh-
ter-bound” came up a few
times regarding what might
have been the fate of some of
the rescued animals. Horses
can be auctioned and sent
to slaughterhouses. Here in
Massachusetts, horse meat is

Laurie and Vicky helped sell raffle tickets.

not found in supermarkets,
so where does the product
go? The answer was Canada
and Mexico.

The stalls in the barn were
just about all empty as the
horses and donkeys were
happily out enjoying each
other’s company in the pad-
dock.

Attendance  continued
to grow all through the day.
On the side of the barn was
a tent with three musicians
playing Cajun tunes. The
music of Southern Loui-
siana was being done flu-
ently by a native of Acadi-
ana. Deux Amis is the duo
of Sam Politz, from down
south, and Betsy Bronstein.
They would be accompanied
by Marty Ayotte. Sam’s but-
ton accordion allowed one
to imagine they were in Ca-
jun country.

An array of vendors was

set up around the yard sup-
plying interesting victuals
and products to attendees.

Two expert young horse-
women, Kyley and Riley put
on a display of equestrian-
ship in the latter part of the
event.

Eventually, it would be
time for picking the winners
of the raffles. So much had
been donated, that it would
take some time to go through
all prizes. Vicky set to work,
and it did take a while, but
she was tenacious.

It was quite a day, and all
seemed to have a good time,
but it did come to an end.

If you want to know more
about Central New England
Equine Rescue, there is a
website,  https://centralne-
wenglandequinerescue.com/
as well as a Facebook page.

Maybe you would like to
adopt?

CRAFTERS FROM PAGE 1

ious knitted and crochet
projects Stefanie had done.
There were hats, mittens,
sweaters, and crochets of
dinosaurs and other minia-
ture animals.

One of her proudest
projects is a scarf represent-
ing the colors of the House

Gryffindor from the Harry
Potter book series.

Another unique craft
spotted at Michaels was ter-
racotta pot designs. These
were created by local crafter
Denise Senosk of Brook-
field who has her own craft-
ing Dbusiness, Grammy’s
Gifts.

Senosk has been design-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Jones Reith-Lowery and Phineas Reith-Lowery represented Boy Scout Troop 7
and were selling varieties of popcorn to support their Scout fundraiser.

ing these pots since 2020
and usually shops for the
pots at Michaels. The idea
of these crafts came from
shopping at Michaels and
soon Senosk began design-
ing.

The pots are put together
and later painted to make
familiar characters. There
were a lot of Halloween and
sports themed pots avail-
able at Grammy’s Gifts.

The name was inspired
by Senosk’s grandchildren,

and she says she’s “a very
proud grammy.”

There was a cake decorat-
ing demonstration provided
by Sue Gaulin of Let’s Cake
Decorate. Gaulin made a
pull apart cupcake scare-
crow design, which is one
of her popular decorating
workshops.

Gaulin teaches cake dec-
orating throughout central
Massachusetts and enjoys
teaching folks how to deco-
rate cakes and cupcakes.

Tricia’s Treasures featured jewelry, painted home décor and ceramic pumpkins.

APPLE COUNTRY FAIR
FROM PAGE 1

delicious small-batch treats
— perfect for early holiday
shopping or treating your-
self.

But the fair is more than
just shopping — it’s a full
day of entertainment and
activities for all ages. Enjoy
live music by local favorites
Chuck and Mud and Spoon-
er Well, let the kids enjoy
lawn games and face-paint-
ing, and dig into delicious
bites from a variety of food
trucks.

Don’t miss the raffle draw-
ings held throughout the day,
including a classic 50/50 raf-
fle and chances to win great
prizes like family passes to
regional museums, gift certif-
icates to local restaurants and
shops, and the ever-popular
community-stitched quilt.

One favorite Fair activity
is the Apple Pie Baking Con-
test. This contest is open to
all bakers, and judged catego-
ries include youth and adult
age ranges. Dust off your
best pie recipe, and bring
your handmade classic apple
pie to impress the judges and

claim your bragging rights.
Complete details about the
contest can be found at www.
facebook.com/applecountry-
fair01506

Rain or shine, the Apple
Country Fair is a cherished
Brookfield tradition that not
only celebrates the season
but gives back — proceeds
from the fair help fund local
community service projects
through grants organized by
the Brookfield Community
Club, which has been run-
ning the event since 1979.

This year, the Brookfield
Community Club has been
awarded grant money from
both the local Brookfield
Cultural Council, and the
Mass Cultural Council’s Cre-
ative Experiences program.
These funds will be used
to help offset the operating
costs of the fair, as well as
enhance the fair-goers expe-
rience.

The Brookfield Commu-
nity Club is grateful for the
members of the Brookfield
Cultural Council for the

community  opportunities
and programs offered. They
also thank both the Healey-
Driscoll Administration and
the State Legislature for their
strong, bipartisan support
for the Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, and its programs and
services in the FY26 state
budget.

Mark your calendar, gath-
er your friends and family,
and come celebrate fall in
Brookfield. For more infor-
mation visit AppleCountry-
Fair.com.

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988
Yoga & Meditation Classes
Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine

YOGA
FOR

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.
Come experience this for yourself.

EVERY
BobDYy

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

Terracotta pot designs were made by Grammy’s Gifts of Brookfield.

For jewelry enthusi-
asts, Kayleigh Norris and
her mother Michelle were
crafting jewelry. Norris has
been crafting jewelry for

over a year and runs Kay’s
Kreations. The booth had
handcrafted jewelry and lip
gloss keychains available.

Kelly Bado, O.D.

Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre
978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Most Insurances Accepted

“Join the team/fthat does more by
9am thalsome do allday!™

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

D

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM
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Bike House Brewing had a booth and was selling cool merchandise and remaining Gommon Ground Ciderworks mer-

chandise.
FUN FEST FROM PAGE 1

& Friends.

The Fall Family Fun
Fest featured several special
guests with unique displays
and offerings. There was
an art raffle and prints of
paintings created by Nadia
Sukharev of North Brook-
field. Sukharev is passionate
about creating art and has
had the opportunity to share
her creations with the com-

Petunia the Clown was dancing
around with bubbles.

munity.

Sukharev’s most recent
artwork is a painting of
Brookfield Orchard. The
painting was being raffled off
during the Fall Family Fun
Fest to help raise money to
support the renovations of
the Town House.

In 2023, Sukharev did a
painting of the North Brook-
field Town House and raised
$800. In addition to the
painting raffle, Sukharev had
prints of her work for sale in-
cluding smaller prints of the
Town House.

Close by was a photog-
raphy display by Bruce Ar-
nold of North Brookfield.
The theme of the display is
Infrared Obsessions due to

Arnold’s use of infrared pho-
tography. Arnold also shared
that his work is also being
exhibited at Rapscallion in
Sturbridge.

His favorite photo in the
Infrared Obsessions display
is a photograph of an old
tree off a road in New Brain-
tree. According to Arnold, it
is one of the oldest trees in
the town, approximately 150
years old.

Arnold says he is “always
taking pictures” and will con-
tinue to share his photogra-
phy with the community.

Guests who brought their
dogs to the event were able
to experience the work of
Homestead Farm Nosework.
Mary Jo Lavin of Homestead

Roxy is a border collie shepherd trying out K9 nose work provided by Home-

stead Farm Nosework.

Fusion Junction was the first band to perform during Fall Family Fun Fest.

URLEY PHOTO SBY RYAN DRAGO

A model of the North Brookfield Town House, which held donations during the
Fall Family Fun Fest held at Bike House Brewing.

Farm Nosework invited folks
and their dogs to try out the
game called K9 nosework.
K9 nosework is a popular
scenting game where dogs
use their incredible sense of
smell to find hidden objects.

Lavin set up the course
with various boxes placed on
the ground and would drop
dog treats in some. The dog’s
job was to use its nose skills
to find them.

Thor is a standard poodle
who loves to play his favorite
game, K9 nosework accord-
ing to his owner Lynn.

The Theatre Guild of
North Brookfield attended
Fall Family Fun Fest to pro-

mote their upcoming shows
this fall and winter. The guild
also had games and animal
balloons for kids. Shelley
Ingalls of the Theatre Guild
went as Petunia the clown
and made animal balloons
for the kids.

“I like to clown around,”
Ingalls said.

There were some haunting
characters wandering around
the grounds of Bike House
Brewing, due to the The-
atre Guild promoting their
upcoming haunted hayride
show. Guests will ride on a
tractor pulled wagon into the
dark and mysterious Brook-
field Orchard, the areas most

There were haunting characters
around Bike House Brewing as the
Theatre Guild of North Brookfield
promoted their upcoming Haunted
Hayride event.

haunted orchard.

The Haunted Hayride
will be held at Brookfield
Orchards on the evenings of
Friday, Oct. 17 and Saturday,
Oct. 18. Tickets are available
on www.theatreguildofnorth-
brookfield.com.

The Fall Family Fun Fest
brought the community to-
gether and the Friends of
the North Brookfield Town
House appreciated the sup-
port. More about the orga-
nization can be found on
nbtownhouse.com.

N BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

town that own their houses,
they’re basically renting them
from the town now to pay
their taxes.”

The resident asked what
the town could do to address
this.

Selectmen Vice-Chair Ja-
mie Gilman said the median
increase in property values is
about 17%. He explained that
the town can only increase
the tax rate by 2.5%, and the
revaluation impacts how this
increase is distributed across
property owners.

Gilman gave an exam-
ple showing how those with
higher property values would
pay more than someone who
has a lower property value.

“If my house value went

E eear

> THE COMING

> TARIFF
PRICE

HIKES!
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43” Smart TV. $199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

UP TO $10,000!

down, per se, and your house
value went up, that overall
tax burden as a whole gets
redistributed,” Gilman said.

Gilman said the tax rate
has not yet been set to deter-
mine the actual cost of prop-
erty taxes. He said there are
also debt exclusions that will
impact residents’ taxes.

Buzzell said anyone with
questions about their proper-
ty values should stop by the
Assessors office or email to
make an appointment for a
review by the board.

Quarterly billing for
water/sewer

The Board of Selectmen
discussed the potential of
switching to quarterly billing
for the Water and Sewer de-
partments.

The Sewer Commission-

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

ers said many people in town
have difficulty paying larg-
er bills for the utility, and
switching to quarterly billing
would help to make that pay-
ment amount smaller.

“I think it should be done
quarterly,” Sewer Commis-
sioner Don Smith said.

Another meeting will be
set up with the Water and
Sewer Commissioners to de-
termine the next steps and if
this switch is feasible.

Sewer upgrade and
rate increase

Smith said the recent
wastewater upgrade  will
cause the sewer rate to in-
crease in order to pay for the
cost of the loans. He said the
rates are still one of the low-
est among area towns.

The minimum charge for

sewer users is $100 and the
cost of loan repayment is
about $130 per user.

He said the upgrade of
the wastewater treatment
plant was mandatory, and a
requirement by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

“We have to do what we
have to do, to make ends
meet,” Smith said.

Decorate Our Town
Committee

The board appointed
Mark Anderson and Leslie
Murray to the Decorate Our
Town Committee.

Murray said she is a re-
tired schoolteacher, and she
is looking forward to helping
decorate the town for the hol-
idays. Anderson said he vol-
unteered with the committee
last year and he had a great

time doing so.

The committee is plan-
ning a Christmas event on
Saturday, Nov. 29. This event
is expected to include a visit
from Santa, a parade, a tree
lighting, children’s games,
music provided by a DJ, hot
chocolate and refreshments.

National Grid easement

Board of Selectmen Chair
Jason Petraitis said Nation-
al Grid will be attending the
Board of Selectmen’s meet-
ing in the future to continue
discussion of an easement for
a proposed substation at 39
East Brookfield Road.

He said he expects to hear
from a representative from
the utility company later in
the week.

Abatement request
A resident requested a

HUNDREDS OF

TOY E-BIKES!

DISHWASHERS!
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WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,
MICROWAVES &
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sewer abatement for water
used to water his lawn. Pe-
traitis and Gilman said they
would have no way to deter-
mine how much water was
used to water the lawn and
how much entered the sewer
system.

The resident said he paid
the water bill, and said it was
“common sense” that not all
of the water he used went
into the sewer.

Gilman said the sewer
bills are based on how much
water is used.

“Your sewer bill is based
on your water bill,” he said.

The resident said the Sew-
er Commissioners agreed to
sign off on the abatement re-
quest.

Sewer Commissioner
Smith said they have granted
abatements for water leaks in
the past. Gilman said a leak
is a situation, which is beyond
the homeowner’s control.

“That’s a different scenar-
io then what we’re talking
about here,” he said.

Gilman expressed concern
about the abatement process,
especially with the inclusion
of the new finance charge for
the cost of the wastewater
upgrade loan.

The board voted to reject
the abatement request.

Senior Center update

Board of Selectmen Clerk
Ralph Kay said they have re-
ceived good feedback from
the Senior Center survey.

He said the Senior Center
is also looking for donations
of wheelchairs, which he said
are “really appreciated.”

Kay said the Senior Cen-
ter will host a flu clinic on
Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 9 a.m.

Resignations

The board accepted the
resignations of Robert Filip-
kowski and James Meccari-
ello from the Town Adminis-
trator Search Committee.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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GCougars suffer three straight defeats

WARREN - Last week,
the Quaboag Regional High
School field hockey suffered
a 5-1 defeat against North-
bridge.

It was the third straight
as they also suffered losses
against Nipmuc and Black-
stone Valley.

The Cougars are now
2-4-2 on the season. The
Cougars will travel to
Leicester on Friday, Oct.
3 at 3:30 p.m. On Tues-
day, Oct. 7, the Cougars
will have a rematch against
Nipmuc on the road

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Stephanie Swistak receives a pass.

Jose Hescock keeps the momentum going up the field.

Kynlee Miller makes the backhand stop.

Lexi Kelly makes a defensive play and heads up the field.

Lexi Gauthier makes the stop.

Offense
soars in
Pathfinder
boys soccer
win
By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER-—The weather
might have been a little bit
gloomy last Wednesday af-
ternoon, but it was all sun-
shine for the Pathfinder Tech
boys’ varsity soccer team.

Led by senior Adonis
Dupre, the Pioneers over-
came an early 1-0 deficit
to defeat the Pioneer Valley
Chinese Immersion _Charter
School Dragons, 7-1, in a
non-league home match.

“They scored an ear-
ly goal against us, but we
weren’t really nervous about
it,” Dupre said. “We were
able to take control of the
game very quickly after
that.”

It turned out to be a
very memorable afternoon
for Dupre, who finished
the home contest with a ca-
reer-high four goals and two
assists.

“I've never scored four
goals in a game before,” said
Dupre, who recorded his first
hat-trick in another one-sid-
ed home match against

See PATHFINDER SOCCER
PAGE 8

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Silas Howe sends a pass back.

Middle school
boys soccer
hosts Fitchburg

BARRE - Last Monday after-
noon, Quabbin Regional Middle
School boys soccer had a home
game, facing off with Fitchburg.
The Panthers will next be in action
on Monday, Oct. 6 against Murdock
High School on the road at 5 p.m.

BARRE - Last Monday afternoon, Quabbin Regional
Middle School girls soccer was in action, facing oftf with
Fitchburg. The Panthers will next be in action on Monday,
Oct. 6 against Murdock High School on the road at 4 p.m.

Jacob Blanchard tries to overcome a larger opponent.

McKenna Rengo sends the ball ahead of an opponent.

Middle school girls soccer action

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Maggie Leander makes a quick pass.

Joseph Haley sends a pass away.

Kayla Despres takes the ball and heads toward the op-

posite end.

Adalyn McHugh makes her way through a pair of defenders.

Cameron Charpentier makes a stop.

Vincent Stark passes ahead of pressure.

Hazel Serra advances forward after evading a defender.

Ayla Clark heads off a defender.
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WINCHESTER, N.H.
- Monadnock Speedway
closed out its 55th summer
of racing Saturday, with
a huge crowd cheering as
solid car counts in seven
unique divisions battled for
the final points and brag-
ging rites earned during the
long and successful sum-
mer of excitement on the
high banks of the Great
Race Place.

Along with Weekly Rac-
ing Series championships
and memorable high finish-
es atop the 2025 divisional
points parades to be decid-
ed at the speedway;s 2025
season finale at the storied
quarter-mile, the Teddy
Bear Pools and Spas Triple
Crown final event, post-
poned by rain a week ear-
lier, was at stake too.

Longtime pace truck
driver Leo Martin led the
All States Material Group
604 Modifieds to the green
for the final time Saturday,
Andrew Brousseau and
Joey Jarvis, both 2025 fea-
ture winners, sat up front.
But not for long.

Blasting off from fourth
on the grid, Leary was in
front before lap one was
completed, and he’d never
look back en route to vic-
tory. Having early set fast
time with a lap of 12.207
seconds, Leary was un-
touchable.

- sports -
Robie and Zullo crowned champs at Monadnock

Ty Leclerc kept him
close until giving way to
Robie, who’d started at the
back after missing quali-
fying, on lap 32 but Leary
would not be denied. Ro-
bie’s strong run netted him
the 2025 track champion-
ship as well the Teddy Bear
Pools crown, and Leclerc
ended his season in third.

A year ago, Chris Rien-
deau had a magical sea-
son en route to the Mo-
nadnock Speedway Super
Street championship. This
summer, that magic be-
longed to second-genera-
tion ace Dylan Zullo.

Firing from row three in
the Twin State Truck Ser-
vices S50-lap main event,
Zullo took the lead from
JD Stockwell Saturday and
soared off to his sixth win
of the season and, with it,
his first career track cham-
pionship. Justin Beecher’s
runner-up finish earned
him the Teddy Bear Pools
title, and Stockwell held
strong for third.

Cameron Sontag closed
out his Fabian Fuels Mini
Stock season with a flour-
ish Saturday. Taking the
lead from Claremont reg-
ular Dick LaMotte on lap
18, the Sterling, Mass. hot
shoe outran Jon Fultz to
the checkers and his sec-
ond win of the season.

Fultz’s second-place

run earned him his first
Monadnock track cham-
pionship and the Teddy
Bear Pools & Spas Triple
Crown championship, and
Julia Kendall was a strong
third in the season finale.

Markus O’Neil led ear-
ly in the Brattleboro Tow-
ing and Recovery Pure
Stock feature, but he had a
swarm of potent challeng-
ers flying in his shadow,
none more ominous than
the dynamic duo of Kyle
Kenny and Carlos Grenier
as the 20-car field went to
war.

Kenny held the deuce
spot by lap five, but Gre-
nier had plans of his own.
Gordon Farnum’  bid
for four wins in a row fell
by the wayside in a lap-
three caution, and Greni-
er - crowned champion of
Claremont’s Ridge Run-
ners the night before, took
charge on lap 13 and never
looked back.

Kenny’s  second-place
finish earned the talented
young Green Mountain
State pilot his first career
track championship, and
O’Neil’s rock-solid night’s
work brought him home
third, just ahead of Kyle
Boniface and Jimmy Zell-
man. Grenier captured the
Teddy Bear Pools & Spas
Triple Crown champion-
ship.

Travis Hollins earned
the 2025 Six Shooter
championship by the slim-
mest of margins. Entering
Saturday’s season fina-
le, he trailed 2024 champ
Michael Yeaton by two
points, then pulling even
with his heat race win to
be dead even as the feature
went green.

Hollins led all the way
in the Six Shooter main
event, holding off the hard
charging Yeaton to win his
first career championship.
With Yeaton second, Josh
Brigham was third in Sat-
urday’s 25-lapper.

Matt Robinson took
the lead on lap 11 of the
Pro V8 Sportsman fea-
ture and sped off to his
first career win on the high
banks. Scott Riggleman - a
regular at Wall Stadium in
New Jersey, was second,
and Stephen Dubois came
home third. The exciting
full-fendered division will
compete eight times next
summer on the high banks.

Sofia Rego led all the
way in the final Doug’s
Auto Body Young Guns
event of the year. It was
Rego’s fourth victory in
the youth division. Maya
Bell was second Saturday,
and seven-time 2025 win-
ner Hunter Duquette was
third, before later scoring
a top ten finish in the Pure

Extra roster spots open in

SOUTH HADLEY -
The Quabbin Valley Base-
ball League fall session is
underway with just two
games played. Due to inju-
ries and other obligations,
a small number of ros-
ter spots have opened up

on teams and the league
would like to add a few
more players for the re-
mainder of the fall cam-
paign.

Games are Sundays at
10 a.m. for the remainder
through Nov. 2. Anyone

fall baseball

interested in registering
can go to www.quabb-
invalleybaseball.org and
click on the registration
link. There are six games
remaining in the season
and the fee to play in the
remaining games will be

league

prorated for any player
who joins. Players looking
to join should be age 28 or
older.

For more information
or to ask any questions,
contact Greg Scibelli at
GScibelli22@yahoo.com.

PATHFINDER SOCCER
FROM PAGE 7

Drury High School last
October. “I'm very grateful
to have this opportunity to
play for this soccer team.”

Dupre is one of the four
players listed on the Path-
finder Tech boys’ varsity
soccer roster who attends
Palmer High School, which
is located about a mile down
the street. They’re allowed
to play for the Pioneers,
who are coached by David
Wilson and Joe Bouchie, as
part of a co-op.

“I love playing soccer
and I wish that we had our
own soccer team at Palmer
High School, but I'm very
thankful for this co-op,”
added Dupre, who joined
the varsity soccer team as
a freshman. “When I was
a freshman, I didn’t realize
that Palmer had a co-op
with Pathfinder, so I joined
the soccer team a couple of
games into the season. I've
improved a lot during the
past four years.”

The other three players
from Palmer High School
listed on this year’s Pioneers
varsity soccer roster are se-
nior Jaleel Roman, junior
Owen Pear, and freshman

Abees Castillo-Clotter.

Dupre, Pear, and Roman
are the Pioneers captains,
along with junior Cayden
Bousquet.

While the other three
captains were selected by the
coaching staff prior to the
start of the regular season,
Dupre was named as a cap-
tain before his team’s road
match against Bi-County
East rival Ware on Septem-
ber 18. That match ended in
a 2-2 draw.

During the winter, Dupre
is a member of the Palm-
er boys’ varsity basketball
team, but soccer has always
been his favorite sport.

The home victory against
the Dragons improved the
Pioneers overall season re-
cord to 3-4-1. They had
gone 0-3-1 in their previous
four matches, which were all
played on the road.

The Pioneers have qual-
ified for both the Western
Mass. tournament and the
Division 5 state tournament
each year Dupre that has
been a member of the var-
sity soccer team.

Roman and Matthew
Kenyon are the other two
seniors listed on the Pio-
neers roster.

Because the Pioneer Val-

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are needed
for the Town of New Braintree for the
2025-2026 season. Positions available
for both CDL and non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact
Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at (508) 867-2451 or
email hwysecretary@newbraintree.org.

ley Chinese Immersion Char-
ter School doesn’t have a
girls soccer team there are
several girls listed on the
boys varsity roster.

The visitors from Hadley
took a 1-0 lead during the
eighth minute of the open-
ing half when senior Aidan
Betournay received a pass
from junior Kai Petit-Dar-
ling before putting a wide
open shot into the right cor-
ner of the net past freshman
goalie Elijah Hodge, who
made three saves.

Hodge was replaced by
junior Gavin Peters (2 saves)
during the 63 minute.

In a span of two minutes,
the Pioneers went from
trailing 1-0 to taking a 3-1
lead.

Dupre began the scoring
spree with a shot attempt
that deflected off the hands
of freshman goalie Grace
Rachele (7 saves) into the
right corner of the net tying
the contest at one.

Junior Brody Wetnicka,
who had been a defender,
was a starting midfielder
for the first time against
the Dragons (2-4). He was
credited with the assist on
Dupre’s first goal of the
match.

About a minute later,

Dupre fired another shot
into the back of the net giv-
ing his team a 2-1 lead.

Then  Castillo-Clotter,
who assisted on the Pio-
neers’ second goal, scored
the first of his two goals
thirty seconds later. Dupre
was credited with the assist.

The Dragons had a cou-
ple of scoring chances late
in the first half, but the Pi-
oneers held a 3-1 halftime
advantage.

Castillo-Clotter net-
ted his second goal of the
match, which was assisted
by junior Ian Sauri-Neves,
on a floater that landed in
the left corner three minutes
into the second half.

Then Dupre delivered
a pass to Wetnicka, who
blasted a shot into the back
of the net extending the
Pioneers advantage to 5-1
during the 49" minute. It
was also Wetnicka’s first
goal in a varsity game.

Pathfinder Tech’s final
two goals of the match were
scored by Dupre, who en-
tered this week’s action with
a team-leading eight goals.

Roman, who assisted on
Dupre’s final goal, scored
four goals in the first eight
regular season matches.

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS

Have you taken photos at a local sports event
and want to see them published in this paper?

Email your image(s) with description to:
sports@turley.com

- obituaries -
Barbara J. (Meier) Haddock, 94

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - Barbara J. (Mei-
er) Haddock passed away
peacefully on Sept. 19, 2025,
surrounded by her family
at Quaboag Rehabilitation
and Skilled Nursing Center.

Barbara is survived by
her husband of 69 years,

DEATH NOTICE

Haddock, Barbara J.
(Meier)

Died Sept. 19, 2025

Services Oct. 6, 2025

the annual Red Door Fair,
which people still ask for!
Barbara enjoyed trav-

Charles Haddock; her
daughter, Lorraine Sawyer;
and two sons,

Dennis Haddock
and Stewart Had-
dock and his wife,
Patricia. Barbara
also leaves behind
five grandchil-
dren, and eight
great-grandchil-

eling the world
with her husband,
skiing in Switzer-
land, and their
Australia trip
were among the
highlights. ~ She
also enjoyed local
trips with friends

dren. Her daugh-
ter, Cheryl Haddock, prede-
ceased her.

Barbara graduated from
Saint Vincent School of
Nursing in Staten Island,
New York in 1953. She be-
gan her nursing career at the
New York State Rehabilita-
tion Hospital in Haverstraw,
New York.

After her marriage and
while she was raising her
four children, she worked
part-time at Nyack Hospi-
tal. The family moved up to
Massachusetts in 1969, at
which time she helped build
and maintain the Long View
Motel and Campground in
Brimfield, while continuing
her nursing career at Har-
rington Hospital in South-
bridge.

She worked for 27 years
in ICU/CCU on the mid-
night shift until her retire-
ment in 1996.

Barbara spent her life
caring for people. She was
very active in her church,
as a member of the Epis-
copal Women’s Club, the
Altar Guild, and the choir.
She made clam chowder for

and family.

Holiday parties were al-
ways celebrated at the lake.
The neighborhood progres-
sive Christmas dinner par-
ty was an annual event for
many years.

Family always gathered
for Christmas and Fourth
of July to spend time with
each other. These gatherings
were always the best for Bar-
bara; she loved having her
family close.

There will be a Memorial
Service on Monday, Oct. 6,
2025, at 1 p.m. in Christ Me-
morial Episcopal Church,
135 North Main St., North
Brookfield, MA. A Cele-
bration of Life will be held
at Bike House Brewery,
31 East Brookfield Road,
North Brookfield, MA im-
mediately following the ser-
vice.

Arrangements are being
made with Varnum Funeral
Home, West Brookfield.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be sent
to Christ Memorial Epis-
copal Church, 135 North
Main St., North Brookfield,
MA 01535.

YOUR HEALTH
FROM PAGE 4

one is on their own: Very
often, patient advocates are
hired by family members try-
ing to care for an elder who
lives far away and may not
have family close by. We are
their boots on the ground,
their eyes and ears, and their
go-between with the medical
professions caring for their
loved one.

When you feel the hospi-
tal medical staff isn’t hearing
you: It’s not uncommon for
patients and patients’ fami-
lies to feel like their concerns
are being overlooked or,
worse, dismissed. A medical-
ly trained patient advocate
speaks the language and can
build bridges, mediate con-
flict and dial back the drama.

When your insurance
claim is denied: Insurance
documents can be wild-
ly confusing. It helps to
have someone on your side
who can read through the
mumbo-jumbo and explain
whether an appeal may be
successful. A patient advo-
cate can also help prepare an
appeal.

When a “simple” medi-
cal procedure turns into a
nightmare: One of my cli-
ents was a 75-year-old gen-
tleman who developed com-
plications after a procedure.
Unfortunately, the hospital
and his physicians didn’t
meet the standard of care,
leading him to have a stroke,
internal bleeding, dehydra-
tion and a host of problems.
He became delusional after
days in the hospital and was
given antipsychotic drugs. I
was able to intervene with
the care team, and his condi-
tion improved.

When a patient isn’t ready
for discharge: Hospitals very
often want to get chronically
ill patients out of their beds
and into a nursing facility.
Sometimes this is the right
thing to do, but sometimes
it isn’t. A nurse patient ad-
vocate can evaluate a patient

and work with the care team
to make sure it’s the proper
course, and then help with
the transition.

When a college student
with a medical condition
is away from home: It’s un-
likely that the typical 18- or
19-year-old has the maturity
to advocate for themselves in
a medical crisis. Parents may
not be there to give their stu-
dent the personal attention
they may need to understand
their treatment, speak with
medical staff and schedule
tests and appointments. A
patient advocate in the stu-
dent’s location can help.

When there’s no one to
go with you to a doctor ap-
pointment: Doctor appoint-
ments these days can feel
rushed, and often patients
are confused about what
they’re supposed to do next,
what medications are chang-
ing and what prescriptions
need to be filled. Anyone
can accompany you to an
appointment to take notes,
but if youre on your own, a
patient advocate can explain
the details.

The most important as-
pect of a patient advocate’s
“concierge service” is that
they work for the patient,
their client — not the hospi-
tal, not the insurance com-
pany. If you need help, find a
board-certified patient advo-
cate in your area by visiting
Greater National Advocates
(gnanow.org) or the Nation-
al Association of Healthcare
Advocacy (nahac.com).

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, is a registered nurse and
board-certified patient ad-
vocate and founder of www.
Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur.
com, which trains medical
professionals to become suc-
cessful private patient ad-
vocates. Teri offers a free
phone consultation to Turley
Newspaper readers as well as
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates. Reach her at
Teri@NurseAdvocate Entre-
preneur.com



The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com |

PAGE 9

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ALASKA CHANNING STOVE 2020
CHANNING Iil, Model 140, paddle feed.
Very good condition. Excellence source to
heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” hearth pad in-
cluded. Reasonable offer. 413-238-7848.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN has tools and
supplies for sale. Call 413-658-8535.

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE!
OCTOBER 4, 9AM-1PM.
No early birds.

1 Pioneer Drive, Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Call us at 413.283.8393

SERVICES WANTED

NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

413-531-1936 erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches.
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
SRepTopRps e insured. Call 413-315-1614.
ARA JUNK
FURNITURE HOME
REMOVAL IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES.
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter
repair. Contact for your free consultation
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape
@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 15
years experience. 413-727-9846

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

E UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving,
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see!
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

ALWAYS BUYING Ve I
ALL ANTIQUES: BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
Musical instruments,  guitars, electrical and construction needs. Fully
horns, keyboards, vintage electron- insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
cameras, SpOl’tS memorabi”a’ art, 413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt- CLS Lic. #104505
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate. LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
Call Paul 413-206-8688. | offer good quality electrical work.
No project too small.
Service upgrades, pools.
Trustworthy, dependable & insured.
. . . Master Elec. #20773A.
Find archives of this Text/call Luis 413-218-3301. (413) 687-5552
local newspaper at \_ Y,
www.newspapers.turley.com
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR -
Quabbin ———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
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17 18 19 20 Base price
21 Beangy | 22 Begaroy| 23 Betmse| 28 B zno0
25 Basgs;;.igg 26 Bas;;;_igg 27 Bas;gﬁgﬁ 28 Bas;;igg Hi"towns
Circulation: 9,800
2 g 30 S | 32 R
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Btman | 34 Bestaga| 39 Besiaiso| 36 %o | for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
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Name: Phone:
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Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QdVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 4 Check#
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Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

MONEY MAKER

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

HARDUICK
NEW BRANTREE

WesT
BROOF

NORTH
KFELD | BROOKFIELD)

eRet
GROOKFIELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

PART TIME SNOWPLOW
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and
non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact
Highway Superintendent
Richard Ayer at
(508) 867-2451
or email
hwysecretary@
newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

Esonimer
&=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

DON'T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!
GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!

11 OPEN HOUSE OPEN HOUSE

I_A“NDRY PACKAGES. i SAT., OCT. 4th SAT., OCT. 4th

T 11:00-12:30pm 1:00-2:30pm Our Donuts Are

E-BI KE SAI-E - Famously Delicious!

MATTRESS SALE!!! e onan "‘6_ FREE |
e Jams * Early Apples 1/2 Dozen

STR BUYING OR SELLING.... FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!
?0 040 WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YoU! , N =N =E =N Y

{718 www.PostRoadRealty.com :

Cider Donuts

END OF SEASON GIANTBIKESALEY | | | [y | e Domuts.

SEE AD INSIDE!!!! Gilbertville, MA Ware, MA 1 G0OD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY
12 MONTHS WHITCO @ c__ o) $369,900 $575,000 Southbridge Road, Warren, VIA

caSSIe PaOIUCC| Follow us on 5 min. fromm Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

G Lo it S sect 508-885-0343 | | o G 50 aed o o @ @15 a56 F 22

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm www.breezelandsorchards.com

<2 THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray * Dark Gray ¢ Beige ° Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone  Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand  Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete e Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer

% bondsandandgravel.com
i 9” ¢ 508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt @ @-

\(

O

HONEYCRISP & MAGOUN
PEAGHES
NOW AVAILABLE
GCIDER DONUTS

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 ¢ 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com
Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.
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Lisal Caron/ReallEstate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 \W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506

Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

}N}NW flisacaron:com

CHECK OUT ALL THE
4 . . ..
u rle i ~Atl Special Ad Size Pricing
I yPubllcatlons EgKIH'EqETION 3" x 1" ...only $33 Contact
3" x1.5” only $48 Dan Flynn
www.turley.com 3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!! 3" x2”.. only 366  413-297-5886
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 3” x2.5” only $82 dflynn@turley.com
’ S & Quaboag Current 3" x 3" ... only $99
dventure touns of warren <€= | Over 16,000 copies * Prints every Thursday FULL COLOR INCLUDED! —¢=m
'\“ rc the ‘\," cn C with s! \
Thl‘eeGl‘eat. . O OTE OED EE BN EE EE BN BN BN B BN B B S B B B E e .
2026 Norwegian Cruises I 23 Summer Street 508-637-1577 *
j North Brookfield Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm I
I MA 01535 & Sun. 9am-2pm |
1 < COFFEE :
I < GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS I
In-House Fresh Bakery I < BREAKFAST SANDWICHES I
All Occasion Cake I = soups 0
Dec.7........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ..........cccoeeeees $120 Cupcakes and Cookies : % COOKIES I
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze...........couerrerensensensersensnnnens $120 ; o
May 8-15... Canyon Country cersesssss s rernessssssaaaans $4099 iﬁ:ﬁﬂﬂ:’;ﬂ; g‘;ﬁf Lilt'ff:é:fe“ | : MUFFINS I
May 2026 ..8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699 . < PASTRIES |
Sept. 2-13.. Alaska Land & Cruise.........coucrnernnes from $6299 E‘FUtLEVGnltS I |
Share the Adventure with us soon! onactustopanvour 1 Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage |
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 next private event. 1 ith h f a baked d.T Th 8 10
or email adventuretours@att.net 508'637‘1577 L with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am |
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com R e e e e e e — |

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 31 Edward Lane, Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 37 Gauthier Rd., Barre, MA
Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and better community. This home  01005. This is a 55 and better community. This home features an open kitchen/living
includes a wonderful floor plan with very spacious rooms. Master  room concept, perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on opposite ends of
bedroom includes a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A four-  the home. Master bedroom has a walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just
season sunroom is off the kitchen. Includes two large woodsheds  off the kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck and yard. There is a
and a metal garage you can park under to fend off winter weather.  monthly HOA fee of $675 per month which includes water, sewage, rubbish removal,
Asking $335,000. A 2.5% commission will be paid to the buyers’  and taxes. All exterior and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $265,000. A 2.5%
broker. MLS # 73433198 commission to be paid to buyers’ broker. MLS # 73397436

™ WATERWHEEL Paul Varney Sr. 2783554438

NN 978-355-3454
N RE ALTY Real Estate Broker and Owner  paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Function hardwickcrossing.com BOOK
opace 262 Lower Road, Gilbertville EVENT

774-757-8907  Pro Shop 774-261-2634 "1 0%

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

wvyjy

WICEIS{WSROSSING Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram
COUNTRY CLUB . . .
. . Monday - 6:30 p.m. Sip & Paint Night
Prime Rib TRIVIA NIGHT 6:30 p.m.
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. Oct. 7th, Oct. 21st, Nov. 4th

Online Ordering Available MUSIC BINGO See Website for More Information




