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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen. Order online or in-store 

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

The best way to save on beef is to buy in bulk. 
Farmer Matt has 1/4, 1/2, and whole beef 
available now so you can stock up for the winter. 

Stock up on Bulk Freezer Beef

OPEN YEAR ROUND

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Town 
Administrator Robin Grimm 
said as of Sept. 14, there are at 
least 56 migrant and homeless 
families living in town at vari-
ous hotels. 

At the Sept. 18 Board of 

Selectmen’s meeting, Grimm 
said communication has been 
a challenge, with many of the 
families speaking multiple lan-
guages

Grimm said the superinten-
dent of schools continues to 
enroll students as the law al-
lows, and the Department of 
Public Health has been onsite 
monitoring the health of the 

families. Many of the families 
are homeless commonwealth 
residents.

“All students under the 
Homeless Act are allowed to go 
to school regardless of vaccina-
tion status,” she said. 

Grimm said the National 
Guard met with state and town 
officials, adding that the Na-
tional Guard is “working very 

hard” to get information about 
the people involved, as well as 
organizing relief and dona-
tions. 

“They’re handling all of 
that,” she said. 

She said there is a need for 
winter clothing and toys, and 
asked that all requests to do-
nate be sent to her, which she 
will forward to the National 

Guard. 
Grimm said people can also 

reach out to the Federated 
Church of Sturbridge & Fisk-
dale about donating items for 
the families.

“As we get more informa-
tion, we’ll becom e more orga-
nized through public safety, the 
schools and all of our other ser-

National Guard works with migrant/homeless families

See GUARD   I   PAGE 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Interim Superintendnet Tim 
McCormick introduced the 
school district’s new interim 
Director of Student Services, 
Ann Knapp to the School 
Committee.

“Ann is a veteran to special 
education,” McCormick said 

at the Sept. 19 meeting. “We’re 
very happy to have Ann on 
with us full time.”

McCormick said all posi-
tions are now filled at the Jr./
Sr. High School. He said they 
are still in the process of hiring 
two special education teachers 
at the Elementary School, as 
well as two paraprofessionals 
and one applied behavioral 
analysis-certified staff member. 

Superintendent shares goals 
and introduces new staff

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

NEW BRAINTREE – It 
was just a couple of days short 
of the beginning of fall when 
the drive-up from West Brook-
field brought one to Farmer 
Matt’s spread in New Brain-
tree and to the event known as 
BBQ+Beer+Band. 

The event had been held 
over the season and the Sept. 
21 edition would be the last for 

the year. 
Planned outdoor events in 

Massachusetts are always at 
the mercy of the weather and 
this summer has seen more 
than its share of monsoon 
like climate, but luck was with 
Farmer Matt and the day was 
as pleasant as one could ask 
for. Early evening saw many in 
T-shirts, though later would see 
most don jackets or sweaters as 
it would feel more autumnal.

The event was scheduled to 

begin at 4:30 p.m. and end at 8 
p.m., but it was all more or less 
flexible as some arrived early 
and others drifted in. The band 
was playing when we got there, 
but we chose to walk around 
and take in the view of cows 
grazing in fields electrically 
fenced as cattle tend to roam.

Our ramble ended up at the 
stand of Lost Towns Brewing. 
Manning the taps were Alex 
and Troy and on tap were brews 

Season’s last 
BBQ+Beer+Band said 
‘goodbye’ to summer

Spooner Well performs at Farmer Matt’s BBQ+Beer+Band event. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY RICHARD MURPHY

Miss Personality greets visitors to 
Farmer Matt’s.

See STAFF   I   PAGE 7

See SUMMER   I   PAGE 8

WARREN – Quaboag Per-
forming Arts Booster Club 
hosted Family Fun Day: 
Board Games in the cafeteria 
of Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School this past Saturday 
afternoon.

For a donation, partici-
pants could choose to play 

over 30 different board and 
card games, geared toward all 
ages. Games ranged from clas-
sics such as checkers, Othello 
and Battleship, to new games 
like What Do You Meme? and 
many more.

A door prize, raffles, refresh-

Henry Tilton, left, and Owen DeFosse play a game of cards at the Quaboag Performing 
Arts Booster Club’s Family Fun Day: Board Games fundraising event this past Saturday. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Board games offer rainy day fun for all

See GAMES   I   PAGE 12
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Veterans Day Salute
Quaboag Current ~ November 3, 2023

The Quaboag Current will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Quaboag Current, 80 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Tuesday, October 17, 2023

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact us before to October 10th.
Share the Adventure with us soon!  

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Treasures of Egypt – February 29-March 11, 2024
America’s Music Cities, April 14-21, 2024

Reflections of Italy – May 22-32, 2024
Spotlight on Washington, DC – May 23-28, 2024

Iceland: Land of Fire & Ice - July 21-30, 2024
Montana: Exploring Big Sky Country - July 23-August 2, 2024

Shades of Ireland - September 18-27, 2024
Treasures of Turkey - November 2-17, 2024

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.

NORTH BROOKFIELD – A tag sale will be held 
at Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North 
Main St., on Saturday, Sept. 30 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

There will be plants (indoor and outdoor), puz-
zles, books, clothes, kid’s stuff, kitchen and household 
items, treasures, and more. Name your own price. 

Church tag sale 
rescheduled to Sept. 30

By Haileigh Swistak
Student Intern

WARREN – Auditions for “The Addams 
Family Musical” took place at Quaboag Re-
gional Middle High School on Sept. 21.

Auditions were hosted by Director and 
Music Teacher James Joinville along with 
choreographer Meg Masciangioli.

The evening started out with a brief  
warm-up group singing of “When You’re 
An Addams”, the opening number to the 
production. This was followed by solo sing-
ing intervals of a song sung by the character 
each student auditioned for.

Masciangioli then went on to teach the 
aspiring actors a dance from the opening 
number that they would later perform on-
stage in small groups.

The last step in the audition process was 
the cold-reads, where students were asked to 
perform a scene from the musical that they 
hadn’t read prior to auditions.

It wasn’t long before the cast list was put 
up the next day, Sept. 22, during lunch. The 
actors eagerly crowded around the slips of 
paper on the wall that would determine their 

roles.
Senior Ty Armitage will play Gomez 

Addams beside junior Abigail Join as Mor-
ticia Addams. Their daughter, the iconic 
Wednesday Addams, will be played by senior 
Rachel McGrath, and her younger brother 
Pugsley Addams will be played by freshman 
Jade Fontaine.

Wednesday’s love interest, Lucas Beineke, 

will be played by Joshua Leaming. His par-
ents Mal and Alice will be played by Barry 
Nash and Falon Rice, respectively.

Other leads include juniors Parker Chaf-
fee as Uncle Fester, Aviendha Andreoli as 
Grandma, and Dante Martino as Lurch.

The cast’s first read through of the script 
will be on Monday, Oct. 2, after school until 
5 p.m.

‘The Addams Family’ cast list goes up at Quaboag

Students audition for “The Addams Family Musical” at Quaboag Regional Middle High School. TURLEY PHOTO BY HAILEIGH 
SWISTAK
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COEDUCATIONAL • BOARDING & DAY
COLLEGE PREPARATORY • GRADES 6 - 12, PG

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty, coaches, parents and students.

RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr. 

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 
FOR SCHOOL START! 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-544-8737

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – For eight weeks, Oakholm Brew-
ing Company hosts a fun competitive cornhole league 
of over 30 players. 

Although the current Wednesday night league is sea-
sonal, cornhole leagues run all year round, including a 
spring league that holds 70 players. The organization 
of these fun and competitive leagues and tournaments 
is thanks to the efforts of the Backwoods Baggers.

Currently running the leagues and tournaments for 
Backwoods Baggers are Jay Chase and Terry Bren-
nan. Both Chase and Brennan have been involved with 
competitive cornhole for the last couple of years. 

Playing in different venues throughout the year, 
Backwoods Baggers has always appreciated the ac-
commodations Oakholm Brewery has made for them 
in order to continue offering cornhole leagues and 
competitions. 

“They have been very accommodating,” said Chase. 
The league has a lot of local support from players, 

sponsors, food vendors and anyone from those sup-
port systems can play in the league. 

One of the vendors regularly joining the league is 
Savage Wraps. A family run business serving fresh, 
unique wraps in the form of appetizers, main courses, 
and a dessert option of fried cheesecake. 

Members of Savage Wraps also participate in the 
cornhole league. 

What’s unique about the fall league is the wide 
range of ages of the players. Adults and children ages 
12 and up play simultaneously in a total of six games 
each league night and enjoy the experience of fun com-
petition. 

Brennan enjoys having the youth involved in corn-
hole league and hope they continue to participate when 
they’re adults. There are a lot of good youth players in 
the league and Brennan thinks they will be even better 

when they’re adults.
“You can only take them under your wing for so 

long, then they start beating you,” said Brennan.
For the adults in the league, players have known 

each other for nearly 25 years. 
In that duration, players continue to have a compet-

itive edge. From time to time rivalries between players 
can occur, but the league always stays in fun competi-
tion. 

Backwoods Baggers continue on to have cornhole 
events year round. Already, they have bookings for 
next year and the league is looking to recruit more 
players. 

In the wintertime, the leagues will transfer to indoor 
play at other venues.

To keep track of their cornhole events, Backwoods 
Baggers can be found on Facebook and Instagram. 
The league uses the tournament website, scoreholio.
com, that provides automatic displays of court scores. 

To learn more, Backwoods Baggers can be reached 

by email at Backwoodsbaggers@gmail.com. Organi-
zations supported by the Backwoods Baggers is the 
Why Me & Sherry’s House, Stepping Towards a Cure 
Foundation, the North Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club 
and Kids in the Congo.

Oakholm Brewery hosts fall cornhole league

Terry Brennan gets ready to take his shot.

Terry Brennan (left) and Jay Chase run the Backwoods Baggers cornhole 
league at Oakholm Brewery in Brookfield. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
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OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.
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CURREN T

By Abaigeal Duda
Community Engagement Coordinator for 

the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance.

To promote wellbeing, here is informa-
tion with a focus on opportunities to sup-
port positive youth mental health available 
to individuals, families, schools, and com-
munities.  

Every two years, the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance conducts Preven-
tion Needs Assessment Surveys in regional 
schools at the eighth, 10th, and 12th grade 
levels to better understand how youth are 
thinking, feeling, and behaving with respect 
to a range of topics, including substance 
use, mental health, safety, and familial and 
community engagement.  

Overall, students, families and schools 
appear to be making great choices to pro-
vide a solid foundation for healthy growth in 
the Quaboag Hills region.  There are areas 
of concern, of course, and not every student 
is thriving.  

These surveys provide the data that is the 
foundation for selecting evidence-based pro-
grams that promote healthy choices.  

Our goal is to increase what we are doing 
well, to find ways to address gaps in sup-
port, and to share information with commu-
nity partners, such as schools and Boards of 
Health.  Particularly since the COVID pan-
demic, mental health for all ages has become 
of greater concern both nationally and lo-
cally. 

 When people talk about youth and men-
tal health, they are often discussing mental 
health challenges or disorders.  However, it 
is also about youth growing and achieving 
mental and emotional milestones.  

Because many health behaviors and hab-
its that are established in adolescence will in-
fluence choices over a lifetime, it is very im-
portant to help youth develop good mental 
health early in life.  However, the pandemic 
disrupted many school-based services, in-
creased parental burdens, and potential-
ly affected long-term health outcomes for 
caregivers and children alike.  

What can I do to support youth mental 
health?

While we cannot remove all adversity/
risk factors, we can help youth develop resil-
iency, the protective factors in youth’s envi-
ronment, that help them deal with adversity.  
Those factors include, but were not limited 
to, “family support and monitoring; caring 
adults; positive peer groups; strong sense of 
self, self-esteem, and future aspirations; and 
engagement in school and community activ-

ities,” according to a collective of 14 federal 
agencies working together to promote posi-
tive youth development (youth.gov).  

Specifically, they note the following 
among positive factors that can benefit 
youth mental health development:
• Opportunities for engagement within 

school and community
• Presence of mentors and support for devel-

opment of skills and interests
• Positive norms that support healthy choices
• Physical and psychological safety
• Family provides structure, limits, rules, 

monitoring, and predictability
• Supportive relationships with family mem-

bers
• Clear expectations for behavior and values
• Positive physical development
• Academic achievement/intellectual devel-

opment
• High self-esteem
• Emotional self-regulation
• Good coping skills and problem-solving 

skills
• Engagement and connections in two or 

more of the following contexts: school, 
with peers, in athletics, employment, re-
ligion, and culture

How are we doing in the Quaboag Hills 
Region?

The Prevention Needs Assessment Sur-
vey addresses these types of risk/protective 
factors.  Taking a look at just a couple of 
areas listed above - opportunities to partic-
ipate in school or community activities and 
clear expectations for behavior - suggest 
how well our communities are addressing 
needs and how we might improve.  

When asked about why students do not 
participate in sports or other activities, more 
than 15% of respondents cited expense or 
transportation as barriers, and more than 
20% noted that they had too many other re-
sponsibilities (helping with sibling childcare, 
employment, etc.)  Addressing those issues 
could help more students participate in ac-
tivities that studies show help foster positive 
mental health development.  

In terms of setting clear expectations, 
one of the questions related to this topic 
was, “my family has clear rules about alco-
hol use.”  

The percentage of those who answered 
that they “strongly agree” or “agree” were 
as follows:  At the eighth grade level, 94%; 
at the 10th grade level, 91%; and at the 12th 
grade level, 86%.  

Eighth graders, who felt their families 

Let’s just say that all the rain made veg-
etable gardening a real challenge this 
year.  

Why don’t we call it a wrap and do what 
we can now to get ahead of the game for next 
year!  

Most of my veggie plants have already 
called it quits. Other than a half row each of 
carrots and beets, and the last succession of 
green bean plants, there is pretty much noth-
ing left to harvest in my main garden.  

I still have some great peppers in the raised 
beds.  Clean up will start in the main garden 
for now.

Where do I begin?  First, I will haul off  
whatever I can to the compost pile, excluding 
as many weeds as possible.  I will also leave 
out thick plant stalks such as broccoli; they 
will take too long to break down.  

Diseased plants are also a no-no; they be-
long in the trash. 

Think of the compost pile as an outdoor 
lasagna made of layers of brown and green 
plant parts. Brown, carbon rich ingredients 
(such as chopped leaves) can be layered with 
green, nitrogen rich ingredients (such as grass 
clippings, over grown vegetables and scraps, 
and those non-weedy plant parts) to get the 
pile cooking.  

Add a shovel full of garden soil or fin-
ished compost per layer to inoculate it with 
microbes and water well.  Let the pile sit for 
a year or turn it frequently for faster results.  

Compost is a near neutral source of hu-
mus, a well-balanced fertilizer and soil tonic 
good for all types of gardens and even the 
lawn.

The garden plot is looking better, but I 
still have lots of weeds to deal with.  I’ve been 
told that if  you miss one year’s seeding it’s 
seven years weeding, so there is no way I am 
going to take the easy route and rototill them 
in.  

As I pull up the weeds by hand, I vow to 
be a better weeder next year, or better yet, 
mulch more and weed less. 

My chickens, however, are thrilled with 
my shortcomings!  They gobble down those 
seed heads faster than their morning dose of 
carrot peelings.  

At last, I have a clean slate.  In preparation 
for sowing winter rye seed, I scuff up the soil 
surface.  

If  any Jumping Worms cross my path, I 
feed them to the chickens. Stay tuned for an 
entire article on the subject of these invasive 
worms next week.  

Once prep is complete, I rake the soil 
smooth and broadcast the seed.  At a rate of 
four pounds per one thousand square feet of 
garden, I use ten pounds.  

It’s a good idea to divide the seed in half  
and try to cover all the area you have once, 
then go back and fill in the light spots with 
the rest.  After the seed has been sown. I’ll 
drag the flat end of a steel rake over the soil 
surface to bury it ever so slightly. 

My goal is to have the seed sprout now, 
so that its roots will hold the soil and its nu-
trients in place over the off season. Winter 
rye will put on an amazing amount of top 
growth by spring- weed whack or mow it first 
to make incorporating easier.  

I am also contemplating “tarping” it to so-

Guest Column

Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Cleaning up and 
planning ahead

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

Supporting positive youth mental health

See YOUTH   I   PAGE 6
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vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363
308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

FALL MENU
IS HEREFriday 

Acoustics 
Are Back!

We will be closed
as of October 2

for improvements.
Open 6 days a week

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8;
Fri & Sat 11-9

 
Sponsored by 

Otto Florist & Gifts 
Oct. 13 & 14, 2023 
$15.00 Per Dozen 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Second Chance Animal Services) 
 

Call (413)967-5381 to order (order by Oct. 1st) 
or go online 24/7 to: ottoflorist.com/special events 

It’s a WIN WIN!! Let’s help the Animals!! 
 

DO
N’T MISS OUT ON THIS SPECIAL EVENT!
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Call (413)967-5381 to order (order by Oct. 1st) 
or go online 24/7 to: ottoflorist.com/special events 

It’s a WIN WIN!! Let’s help the Animals!! 
 

DO
N’T MISS OUT ON THIS SPECIAL EVENT!

larize the soil at the same 
time, then working in the 
dead plants by hand.  Ei-
ther way, if  you do this 
for a few years in a row 
you’ll watch the organic 
matter content of your 
soil soar, reportedly at a 
rate of three to four thou-
sand pounds per acre!  

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agricul-
ture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the 
position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN  I  FROM 
PAGE 4

Water Department’s parade float earns first place
BROOKFIELD – The Brookfield Water Depart-

ment’s float took first place in the town’s 350th birth-
day celebration parade on Sept. 17.

The float displayed the Department’s history, from 
hand pumps to sinks, and even featured actual run-
ning water. 

Brookfield Water Department had the first place float in the town’s 350th parade on Sept. 17. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Brookfield Water Department’s float even featured running water.

Members of Brookfield Water Department handed out water bottles to 
paradegoers. 
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CONTESTSend us your Halloween House 
Decoration photos from this year!
We are looking for decor
in 4 categories:

Scariest
People run screaming!

Most Creative
Best use of recycled materials!

Kid Friendly
Kids just want to hang out with you!

Flashy
Lights, lights and more lights!

We will choose a winner in each 
category who will receive a gift 
card from one of our sponsors.

All photos will run in our paper with 
the winners being announced.

Please send all entries to
quaboagcurrent@turley.com
labeled halloween contest.

All entries must be
submitted by October 20th.

Include Name, Address & Phone

HalloweenHalloween
CURRENT

Ragged Hill
Orchard

JIM’S
PIZZA & Grille

CLUES ACROSS
1. Outsourcing 

(abbr.)
4. Post
8. German city on 

edge of Black 
Forest

10. “__, but 
goodie”

11. Spiced stew
12. Passionately
13. Monetary units
15. Group of living 

organisms
16. Organic 

compound 
derived from 
ammonia

17. High honors
18. 5-year-olds’ 

classes
21. Swiss river
22. Old woman

23. Cash machine
24. A way to soak
25. Hair product
26. Deride
27. “The Blonde 

Bombshell”
34. Cause to 

become insane
35. Bluish greens
36. Supported with 

money
37. Type of 

equation
38. Court officials
39. Indian god
40. Rids
41. Leak slowly 

through
42. Units of ionizing 

radiation
43. Midway 

between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Native of 

Slovakia
2. Deli meat
3. Fibrous 

substance in 
fungi

4. Cutting
5. Vedder and Van 

Halen
6. Horror comic 

novelist
7. Rulers of Tunis 
9. Shaped like a 

circle
10. Make a pig of 

oneself
12. Aphorism
14. Witness
15. Single Lens 

Reflex
17. Freshwater 

North American 

fish
19. Nautical ropes
20. Leg (slang)
23. Pokes holes in
24. Moved quickly 

on foot
25. Fix-it shops
26. Type of bread
27. Repaired
28. Synthetic 

diamond (abbr.)
29. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
30. German city 

along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini 

necessities
33. Get away from
34. Village in Mali
36. Djibouti franc

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

were the clearest about alcohol use 
rules, were the least likely to use that 
substance, and 12th graders, with the 
lowest percentage of clarity regard-
ing alcohol use, were the most likely 
to use alcohol.  This may be an over-
simplification of contributing factors, 
but many studies suggest that having 
conversations about expectations and 
clear household rules support making 
healthy choices.  

One of the most important factors 
for positive mental and physical health 
for youth is having conversations, 
whether with parents, school staff, or 
other trusted members of the commu-
nity.  

QHSUA supporting mental health
To learn more about the Preven-

tion Needs Assessment Survey, see the 
Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance 
website, www.QHSUA.org.  The 2021 
report is linked to the home page, and 
the 2023 report will be ready soon.  

The Alliance and Healthy Quaboag 
are hosting a free Youth Mental Health 
First Aid Training at the Palmer Pub-
lic Library on Oct. 19 from 10:30 a.m.-
4 p.m. Contact Emily to register by 
emailing ecoderre@townofware.com. 

Mental Health First Aid is a skills-
based training course for persons who 
interact a lot with youth that teaches 
participants about mental health and 
substance-use issues.  

For youth looking for a way to con-
nect with our communities, the Alli-
ance is forming a regional youth advi-
sory council. Contact Brandon Milton 

by emailing bmilton@townofware.
com.  

Healthy Quaboag is also organizing 
a Community Health Improvement 
Plan that is addressing mental health 
along with transportation, housing, 
and access to healthcare providers.  
If  you are interested in participating, 
please contact Arianna Palano by 
emailing apalano@townofware.com.

About QHSUA
The Quaboag Hills Substance Use 

Alliance https://qhsua.org/ (QHSUA); 
a regional coalition serving local 
communities located in Hampshire, 
Hampden, and Worcester Counties 
– the towns of Barre, Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, Hardwick, 
Hubbardston, Holland, Monson, New 
Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren 
and West Brookfield. 

Join them by going to their Face-
book page https://www.facebook.com/
QHSUA/ or website, www.qhsua.org. 

If you or a loved one needs help 
for substance abuse, call the state-
wide helpline at 1-800-327-5050 (TTY: 
1-800-439-2370); the phoneline is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week; you 
can also go to the website at: https://
hub.helplinema.org/findhelp.  The 988 
Lifeline (call or text) provides 24/7, 
free and confidential support for peo-
ple in distress, prevention and crisis re-
sources for you or your loved ones, and 
best practices for professionals in the 
United States.

YOUTH   I  FROM PAGE 4

STURBRIDGE –Join the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library on Thursday, Oct. 
4 at 6:30 p.m. at Avellino/The Duck ,502 
Main St. 

Read any banned book and come to 
discuss it in a laid-back and relaxing at-
mosphere. Food and drink will be avail-
able for purchase. 

Registration is recommended. Books 
are available on display at the library.

According to the American Library 
Association, Banned Books Week cel-
ebrates the freedom to read and spot-
lights current and historical attempts to 
censor books in libraries and schools. 
The theme for Banned Books Week 
2023 is “Let Freedom Read.” 

When books are banned, it closes 
off readers to people, places and per-
spectives. ALA’s Office for Intellectual 
Freedom documented 1,269 demands 
to censor library books and resources in 
2022, the highest number of attempted 
book bans since ALA began compiling 
data about censorship in libraries more 
than 20 years ago. 

The unparalleled number of report-
ed book challenges in 2022 nearly dou-
ble the 729 book challenges reported in 
2021. Of the record 2,571 unique titles 
targeted for censorship, most were by or 
about LGBTQIA+ persons and Black, 
Indigenous and people of color.

JHPL celebrates banned books on Oct. 4
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK
LOIN END CHOPS .............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/28/23-10/4/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
PEPPER JACK CHEESE ......$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROASTER or STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 31/40 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS FULLY 
COOKED W/ GRILL MARKS .......

$189
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF ....................

$799
lb

$888

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T’BONE or 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$199

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .. $299
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

$799
lb

FALL FESTIVITIES at the FARM

Pop-up Beer Garden featuring local brews made 
with local ingredients is every Sat/Sun through 
October. 9/30, 10/1, 10/7, 10/8, 10/14, 10/15, 10/21, 
10/22, 10/28, 10/29.
Halloween Spooktacular featuring live music, 
great food, and local craft beer as part of the New 
Braintree Halloween festivities on 10/28.

Check FarmerMatt.com for details & more events.

Farmer Matt is preparing the farm for your 
favorite fall festivities. From viewing breathtaking 
fall foliage to live music and local craft beer, 
there’s something to do at the farm all fall. So 
mark your calendar. We’ll see you at the farm.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

McCormick said they also need to hire a dis-
trict-wide English Language Learner teacher.

He said interviews are still being held to fill these 
positions.

McCormick said they are looking at ways to fund 
a shortfall from an out-of-district placement for a 
student that had previously opted to school choice 
out of North Brookfield Public Schools.

“The community was billed for this student,” Mc-
Cormick said, and he has been tasked with determin-
ing how this expense can be covered.

He said the cost of out-of-district placements had 
increased 8% over the previous year, which is less 
than the 14% increase experienced in other parts of 
the commonwealth.

McCormick also discussed his goals as superinten-
dent for the upcoming school year. 

His first goal would involve starting a strategic 
planning process with up to 22 school district stake-
holders. 

“What this process will do is allow us to continue 
to reflect about what’s going well…what needs to be 
changed for the district,” McCormick said. “This will 
help us frame some of our overarching goals for the 
next three or four years as we look to improving our 
instruction, improving our community and making 
sure that North Brookfield is a place that students 
and families want to be.”

He said the plan will help the school district mon-
itor its progress over the next few years.

His second goal involves working with teachers 
and staff and supporting them to achieve their pro-
fessional goals. He said staff observations and eval-
uations will make sure the schools are hitting targets.

His third goal involves his participation in the 
new superintendent induction program, which meets 
about 12 times a year with coursework, as well as net-
working.

McCormick said this has been a great resource for 
him and this is his second year in the program.

McCormick said he was also selected for a cohort, 
along with superintendents from across the country.

“Superintendents who are facing similar challeng-
es across the country are networking, working togeth-
er, to kind of come up with common solutions,” he 
said. “I think this is very relevant to what we’re doing 
here in North Brookfield.”

His fourth goal is to look at the school district’s 
curriculum, and make sure it aligns with the com-
monwealth’s standards. 

For his fifth goal, McCormick will continue to de-
velop a “more robust” STEM pathway. The school 
district was awarded a Project Lead the Way grant for 
grades six through eight.

McCormick said they will be applying for a PLTW 
Launch grant for elementary school students.

“This will lead into future opportunities for our 
Jr./Sr. High School,” McCormick said. Having the 
STEM pathway, “will really give our high school stu-
dents a better opportunity…we really want to get this 
up and running as soon as possible.”

Regionalization update
School Committee Chair Ron Ryel said the school 

district’s attorney has reviewed and returned the 
updated regionalization agreement to the Regional 
Agreement Amendment Committee Chair for further 
review and discussion.

Administrator’s report
High School Principal John Diorio said the first 

middle school dance for grades seven and eight was 
held recently. He thanked volunteers and chaperones 
for making the dance a success.

He said Elise Dealey will be teaching math and 
science. 

“She’s looking forward to using her skills to make 
real world connections to our students and prepare 
them for college and careers,” Diorio said. 

Sloan Anderson, a graduate of North Brookfield 
High School and former North Brookfield Youth 
Center staff member, will be starting soon as a para-
professional.

“He’s looking forward to starting a career in edu-
cation,” Diorio said. 

Diorio said that juniors and seniors will be attend-
ing a college fair at Mount Wachusett Community 
college, after which they will tour Assumption Col-
lege and possibly Worcester Polytechnic Institute.

Elementary School Principal Sarah Priestley wel-
comed Trish Meadows as the new grade six math and 
science teacher. 

Knapp said the school district’s tier-focused moni-
toring report was “one of the strongest” she’s seen in 
a while, and she is currently working on a response to 
the report.

Recognition
McCormick said he wanted to acknowledge and 

thank all staff for a “fantastic” opening to the school 
year, and completing full days of school despite a 

heat wave. He also thanked the students for their ef-
forts on those days.

Trip approvals
Caitlyn Malone, advisor for the Student Council, 

requested approval for two overnight trips. 
One is the Executive Board retreat at Springfield 

College’s East Campus Outdoor Learning Center. 
Malone said seven students will be attending the re-
treat with her, for a program run by a facilitator at 
Springfield College.

“It’s a really great opportunity for them,” she said.
The second overnight trip is the annual Massa-

chusetts Association of School Committees’ Spring 
Conference in Hyannis, which is held over three days 
at the Hyannis Resort and Conference Center.

Malone said all student council members from 
across the state (about 1,000 students) attend and 
participate in workshops. 

“There’s two really amazing guest speakers there,” 
she said. “What’s great is that they’re able to learn so 
many things and then bring it back here.” 

The School Committee approved both requests.
Student Council report

Student Council member Olivia Giangrande up-
dated the Committee about the Council’s last day of 
school activities, including making milkshakes and 
nondairy treats with the Hanson’s for all to enjoy be-
fore summer break.

Giangrande said the Student Council invited sev-
enth grade students to the school to answer any ques-
tions and concerns they had, as well as show them the 
various opportunities available to them.

An activities fair was held for seventh and eighth 
grade students, allowing them to sign up for clubs 
and activities. 

Homecoming spirit week was held Sept. 24-29 and 
Homecoming Day was Saturday, Sept. 30 with soccer 
and field hockey games at 10 a.m. and noon, respec-
tively. Concession stands will be available during the 
games. 

Giangrande said each grade will have the oppor-
tunity to set up a booth to fundraise for their grade 
level. 

A Homecoming Dance for grades nine through 12 
will be held Sept. 30 from 6-9 p.m. with concessions 
available.

STAFF    I  FROM PAGE 1

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Join The Friends of the 
North Brookfield Town House on Saturday, Sept. 30 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Common Ground Ciderworks, 
31 East Brookfield Road. 

Sing and dance to the music of The Chipmunks 
German Band.  You can also enjoy delicious food, 
shop creative local vendors, take part in games for all 
ages and try your luck with exciting raffles. 

Raffle prizes include an original painting of the 
Town House, a Misty Harbor Resort two-night off-sea-
son stay for up to six people, four reserved tickets for a 
Worcester Red Sox game in April or May 2024, an Old 
Sturbridge Village Family Pass for four, a boy’s bicycle 
from Whitco Sales, an area rug from Caron’s House 
of Carpets, a rustic wooden bench crafted by Rick 
Lauder, an Ecotarium Day Pass for two adults and 
two children, a Strandz Hair Salon $50 gift certificate, 
a 308 Lakeside $50 gift card, a Hardwick Crossing $25 
gift card  and two $25 gift cards from Hannaford’s Su-
permarket.

Enjoy all the fun of Oktoberfest while supporting 
the restoration of the North Brookfield Town House.

Oktoberfest celebration 
on Sept. 30 benefits 
Town House

MONSON – Fall fundraiser featuring a car show, 
Halloween Barktacular kid’s games, vendor fair, raf-
fles to benefit animals in need at Second Chance An-
imal Services has been rescheduled to Saturday, Sept. 
30 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Westview Farms Creamery, 
109 East Hill Road.

Westview Farms Creamery also offers fall festivities 
including a corn maze and pumpkin picking. Food and 
beverages including handmade ice cream are available 
at the creamery’s restaurant. 

Admission is free for spectators; dogs are welcome 
on leash, please no retractable leads. The car show is 
$20 per entry. 

This annnual fundraiser is presented by Al Widlan’s 
Service Connection of Monson.

Cruise for Critters 
rescheduled to Sept. 30
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Join us
We’ll Match your Savings*

Starts this October.
Improve your 

financial health 
and earn while

your learn. 

Call 
413-497-4407

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
23 West Main Street, Suite 1, Ware, MA 01082 • qvcdc.org

*Up to a certain amount. You must meet income guidelines.
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer lender and provider and does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation, for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

with names such as Wet Hopped Cream Ale and Barn 
Kat Kölsch and others, all worth sampling.

We had covered the beer aspect of the night, so we 
took the beverages back to a picnic table to contem-
plate ‘’BBQ” aka barbeque.

Farmer Matt provided a more than adequate menu 
for the carnivorous among us. From burgers to ribs 
to brisket, hot dogs and more. The herbivores were 
catered to with a veggie burger.

After no little study of the bill of fare, our decision 
was made. It would be the pulled pork sandwich.

If that were not enough, the reverse side of the 
menu had many side dishes to choose from. For those 
unsated, tempting desserts were available from cheese-
cake to brownies.

Now to the band. They had been playing all along 
whether the audience was wandering or ordering or 
sitting down. The band was the popular and local 
Spooner Well.

Spooner Well is a rather unique moniker. The name 
references a murder and two firsts. 

Joshua Spooner was a wealthy local loyalist during 
the Revolutionary war. Joshua and his wife, Bathshe-
ba, had a special relationship. She despised him.

Bathsheba conspired with three men to murder 
her husband. When the deed was done, Spooner was 
thrown down his well. Thus, the origin of the band 
name.

Bathsheba would get in the record books as one of 
the defendants in the first capital murder case in U.S. 
history as well as the first woman executed in the new 
republic.

Now one may look upon that as a dubious honor, 

and not something we Brookfielders might want to 
brag on, but it did lead to a band of musicians who 
write “music inspired by murders from the 1700s” and 
who “perform at breweries, wineries, weddings, and 
parties” per their bio. 

As the proverb has it, “It’s an ill wind that blows 
no good.”

They are “multi-instrumentalists” who “will swap 
instruments during every set.” The group seemed to 
grow as the evening proceeded, adding an electric 
mandolin player and a fiddler later on.

It was a rousing performance enjoyed by the at-
tendees.

Farmer Matt was everywhere at once, superintend-
ing the festivities. We were able to catch him and dis-
cuss what is coming next.

Thursday was the final BBQ+Beer+Band, but au-
tumn has events coming up.

There will be several Pop-Up Beer Gardens at 
Farmer Matt’s through October. These will consist 
of locally crafted brews infused with local ingredients 
and great live music.

It will be a kind of a rolling Octoberfest. 
The next one will be on the last day of September, 

and then next month they will be on Oct. 1, 7, 8, 14, 
15, 21 and 22.

The last two, on Oct. 28 and 29, will be held in con-
junction with the New Braintree Halloween Party on 
one of the dates.

The Pop-Up Beer Gardens will begin at noon and 
continue until 8 p.m.

September is past, but the party continues.

SUMMER  I  FROM PAGE 1

Young TJ was running around with abandon, but here he is in mom’s 
arms. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

Lost Towns Brewing’s Alex and Troy offered local craft beer.

Farmer Matt takes a short break during his BBQ+Beer+Band event held 
this past Thursday.
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Cougars edged by South

WARREN – Last Friday afternoon, Quaboag 
boys soccer went nose-to-nose with South High 
Community School, and South managed a single 
goal to shut out the Cougars. Quaboag dropped 
to 2-3-1. Quaboag won their first two games, fol-
lowed by a tie, and now have lost three straight. 
The Cougars hope to right the ship on Sept. 30 
against Bay Path Regional.

Hart Waz goes after a loose ball.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI Goalie Owen Stevens sends the ball away. Evan Long follows through on a kick as he clears 
the ball away.

Logan Spring heads up the sideline. Ryan Miner tires to get around a defender as he nears the 
sideline.

Antonio Congelos tries to separate from a pair of defenders.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BA R R E — Fo l l ow i n g 
back-to-back winning sea-
sons, the expectations were 
not as high for the Quaboag 
football team coming into 
the 2023 campaign. 

After the first three weeks 
of the regular season, the 
Quaboag players have prov-
en their doubters wrong. 

The Cougars improved 
their record to a perfect 3-0 
following an exciting 14-6 
non-league victory over the 
Quabbin Panthers before a 
large crowd at Alumni Field 
in Barre, last Friday night.     

“A lot of people thought 
that we were going to take 
a dip this year and have a 
losing season,” said Quabo-
ag head coach Dave Shep-

Cougars get exciting win over Quabbin

Adam Adams with an interception for the Panthers TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
RAY DUFFYSee COUGARS  I  PAGE 11

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Quaboag ’s 
John O’Neill and Quabbin’s 
Shelly Zalneraitis are the 
longest tenure varsity field 
hockey coaches in Central 
Massachusetts.

When the longtime 
friends renewed acquain-
tances last Friday afternoon, 
the Quabbin Lady Panthers 
were able to celebrate a 3-1 
non-league home victory.

“It’s always a lot of fun 
whenever we play John’s 
team,” said Zalneraitis, who 
has been the varsity field 
hockey coach at Quabbin Re-
gional for the past 35 years. 
“We’re very competitive 
during the game, but we’re 
good friends after the game. 
This is a very big win for us.”

Quabbin field hockey best Quaboag

Makenzie Casey shoots for Quabbin’s second goal. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY RAY DUFFY

See QUABBIN  I  PAGE 10
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About Your 
Family

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing
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www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327

“This has always been a big rival-
ry game for us,” said O’Neill, who’s in 
his 41st season as the Quaboag varsity 
coach. “I have a tremendous amount 
of respect for Shelly. Her team is always 
very good and they’re a first-class pro-
gram. Playing them always makes us a 
better team.”  

The Lady Panthers had a 4-1-1 over-
all record following the home win. 

“This victory will give us some mo-
mentum heading into our next game 
against Sutton,” Zalneraitis said. “We 
always play very well at home and I’m 
very happy with the way that we’re play-
ing right now.”

The Lady Cougars, who won their 
first three games of the season, are now 
3-2. 

“This is one of the youngest teams 
that I’ve ever coached,” O’Neill. “We 
lost a few players to graduation. We also 
had a couple of other players decide not 
to return this year. I think it’s something 
that’s happening in a lot of other varsity 
sports.”  

While it was the only meeting of the 
regular season between the two squads, 
they could possibly meet again in the 
Division 4 state tournament. 

“We moved down to Division 4 be-
fore the start of the season,” Zalneraitis 
said. “We could potentially play them 
again in the state tournament.”

Quabbin, whose total enrollment is 
568, is the second largest school in Di-
vision 4 behind East Bridgewater High 
School. Quaboag has a total of 321 stu-
dents. 

Quabbin has now won the last three 
meetings with Quaboag. The final score 
of last year’s match was 3-0. 

The start of last Friday’s contest was 
delayed about twenty minutes because 
the Quabboag bus took the long route 
to Barre. 

The Lady Panthers took a 1-0 lead 
with 5:51 left in the first quarter follow-
ing a penalty corner goal by sophomore 
forward Farrah Wojcik, who fired a shot 
into the cage past freshman goalie Riley 
Gray (8 saves), who’s a first-year varsi-
ty player. Junior midfielder Haley Ayer 

was credited with the assist.  
“We scored two penalty corner goals 

in today’s game, which was very import-
ant,” Zalneraitis said. “It’s always im-
portant to take an early lead.”     

With 1:20 left in the opening quar-
ter, a shot attempt by Quaboag junior 
tri-captain Katelynn Swistak rolled into 
the cage. The goal wasn’t allowed be-
cause the shot was taken from outside 
the circle. 

The Lady Cougars’ other tri-cap-
tains are senior’s Isabelle Burgess, and 
Ayla Iwaniec, who didn’t play against 
Quabbin.

The Lady Panthers had another pen-
alty corner at the end of the opening 
quarter. This time, Ayer’s shot was de-
flected over the end line by Gray.

The home team took a 2-0 advan-
tage with 6:10 remaining in the second 
quarter following another penalty cor-
ner goal by senior forward Madylin 
Breault, which was assisted by freshman 
midfielder Makenzie Casey.

The Lady Panthers held a 2-0 half-
time lead. 

Quaboag sliced the deficit in half  
when freshman forward Josie Hescock 
converted a penalty corner goal with 
seven minutes left in the third quarter.

“I was a little bit nervous when they 
made the score 2-1,” Zalneraitis said. 
“Quaboag is a very good team, and they 
could’ve easily tied the score.”   

Quabbin senior goalie Julianna Stan-
ger didn’t see very much action, as she 
only had to make two saves.

The Lady Panthers retook a two goal 
lead on a corner goal by Makenzie with 
2:51 showing on the scoreboard clock.

Nine minutes into the final quarter, 
Swistak fired a wicked shot on a penalty 
corner, but the ball hit off a Quaboag 
player resulting in a turnover. 

“Had that shot gone an inch to the 
right, it probably would’ve been a goal,” 
O’Neill said. “Had the ball hit a Quab-
bin player, it would have been a penalty 
stroke.” 

Neither team scored a goal during 
the final quarter of the match.  

QUABBIN   I  FROM PAGE 9

Farrah Wijick puts Quabbin’s first goal in the net during action last week. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY

Goalie Julianna Stanger earns a shutout for Quabbin against Westborough.

NAME: Tyler Withers
SCHOOL: Quaboag
Quaboag’s quarter-

back scored three touch-
downs and had an inter-
ception in Quaboag’s win 
earlier this month against 
Palmer.

To nominate someone 
for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Sci-
belli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— Pathfinder Tech ju-
nior forward Evan Costa entered last 
Wednesday’s Tri-County League match 
against the Pioneer Valley Chinese Im-
mersion Charter School Dragons with a 
team-high five goals.  

Led by Costa, who recorded his sec-
ond hat-trick of the regular season, and 
senior goalie Richie Gula, who posted 
the first shutout of his varsity soccer 
career, the Pioneers posted a 5-0 victory 
on a perfect late summer afternoon.

A year ago, Pathfinder Tech swept 
the season series against P.V.C.I.C.S., 
who are a co-ed team this season. Only 
nine players signed up for the Dragons 
girls’ soccer team and those players had 
the opportunity to join the boy’s squad.   

Last Wednesday’s victory pushed the 
Pioneers overall and league record to 
2-1. 

After losing to Athol, 6-3, at home 
in the season opener, the Pioneers, who 
had a couple of matches postponed due 
to the weather, got into the win column 
for the first time with a 5-1 win over 
Franklin Tech in another home match. 
Costa recorded his first hat-trick of the 
regular season in that contest.   

Costa is also one of the Pioneers 
tri-captains, along with senior Kenny 
Brouillette, and junior Seth Mitchell. 

The Dragons made the bus trip to 
Palmer from Hadley with a 3-1 overall 
and league record. They had outscored 
their first four opponents, 14-4. 

In the middle of the opening half, 
Costa, who’s a forward, split a pair of 
defenders before firing a low shot into 
the left corner past junior keeper Dami-
an Loinaz, who made five saves during 
the first 40 minutes of the match. Fresh-
man Owen Pear was credited with the 
assist.

Pioneers shut out Dragons

Cayden Bousquet charges down the field. TURLEY PHO-
TOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

See PIONEERS   I   PAGE 12



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, September 29, 2023  PAGE 11

- sports -

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Call Our Pro Shop For Tee Times 774-261-2634 or Book Online
Purchase 2024 Golf Memberships Now & 

Receive the Remainder of This Year Included
Twilight GolfTwilight Golf  Mon.-Fri. All You Can Play with Cart 4 p.m. til Dusk $25

PRIME RIB Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
NOW BOOKING FOR 2024 WEDDINGS

Function 
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 Available

herd. “The coaching staff talked to the 
players before the season. We told them 
that they needed to keep this program 
where it has been during the past couple 
of years and not to let it go backwards. 
We’re now 3-0 and I’m very proud of 
these guys. They showed a lot of heart 
in tonight’s game.”

Including their three wins this sea-
son, the Cougars have posted an im-
pressive 22-4 combined record since the 
start of the 2021 regular season.

The Cougars’ first two victories of 
this season were against Western Mass. 
opponents. They squeaked out a one-
point win at Ludlow in the season open-
er before posting a 34-0 shutout over 
Palmer in the home opener. 

Quabbin (1-2) was looking to kick 
off their home slate and homecoming 
weekend with a victory. The Panthers 
lost at Gardner in the season opener 
before posting a 34-29 road win against 
David Prouty. 

“I thought we played very hard in to-
night’s game,” said Quabbin head coach 
Wayne Page. “We had several scoring 
chances in the second half. We just need 
to capitalize on them a little bit better.” 

All of the touchdowns were scored 
during the first half.

After winning the coin toss and elect-
ing to receive the opening kickoff, the 
Cougars put-together a nine-play scor-
ing drive. 

Senior running back Tyler Withers 
carried the ball five times for 46 yards 
during the opening series. Junior run-
ning back Cam Evans also had two car-
ries and junior RB Brasen Sauriol con-
tributed with a five-yard run. 

Following a short run by sophomore 
quarterback Jacob Cacace, Withers 
capped off the opening series with a six 
yard TD run. Withers also added the ex-
tra point giving his team a 7-0 lead with 
7:54 remaining in the first quarter.

Junior quarterback Jaxon Warbur-
ton kept the Panthers first offensive 
series alive by completing an 11-yard 
pass to senior tight-end Jake Leazott on 
third down. However, the drive stalled, 
and Quaboag senior Chucky Smith 
tipped the punt by junior Bryce Venne.

The Panthers offense quickly got the 
ball back following an interception by 
sophomore Adam Adams, who was in-
jured in the fourth quarter.

Following another Quabbin punt, 
the Cougars put-together a quick three 
play scoring drive. All three plays were 
runs by Withers, who scored his second 
TD on an 11-yard run. He started out 
going left before cutting 
back to the right side on 
his way into the endzone 
on the second play of the 
second quarter.

Withers finished the 
game with a total of 128 
rushing yards on 18 car-
ries.

“The offense got us 
off to a good start in the 
first half,” Shepherd said. 
“The defense carried us 
in the second half.”   

Trailing 14-0, the Pan-
thers responded with 
a 17-play scoring drive 

covering 69 yards. 
Early in the drive, junior running 

back Luke Salvadore picked up a first 
down on a three-yard run up the mid-
dle. Warburton also completed a fourth 
down pass to Venne for another first 
down. 

Sophomore running back Chase Tal-
bot ran the ball three times for 19 yards 
before Warburton crossed the goal-line 
from the one-yard line with 1:38 left in 
the opening half.

Quaboag senior Jaden Ostiguy tack-
led Talbot at the one-yard line on the 
two-point conversion play.

The Panthers received the second 
half kickoff and put-together another 
long drive.    

Salvadore carried the ball eight 
straight times and gained 58 yards on 
that series. 

The Panthers moved the ball down 
to the Cougars 6-yard line before senior 
Bryce Douglas recorded a sack on third 
down. Then an incomplete pass in the 
end zone on fourth down gave the ball 
back to Quaboag. 

“We’ve fallen behind in all three of 
our games and we need to get out of 
that habit,” Page said. “We really need-
ed to score a touchdown on the opening 
drive of the second half.”  

The Cougars offense put-together 
a long drive, but they couldn’t extend 
their lead.  

The Panthers didn’t run another of-
fensive play until there was 9:26 left in 
the fourth quarter, but they were forced 
to punt.

With 3:22 left in the game, a Withers 
interception gave the Cougars the ball 
back at their own 30. 

The Panthers defense didn’t allow 
Quaboag to get a first down on that 
drive giving their offense one final 
chance with a little more than two min-
utes remaining.

On a 4th-and 15 play, Warburton 
completed a pass to Venne, but he was 
tackled short of the first down marker, 
which sealed the Cougars third victory 
of the season. 

“Our defense played very well during 
the second half,” Ostiguy said. “It just 
feels amazing to be 3-0 now.”  

Quaboag will be looking to make it 
4-0 when they play another road game 
at Worcester North at 3pm on Saturday 
afternoon.

Quabbin will be looking to get back 
to the .500 mark again at Murdock on 
Friday night.

COUGARS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Luke Salvadore stretches for the extra yards. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY 

Chase Talbot punches through the line.

Jaxon Warburton drops back and connects with Wes Sanderson.
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Members of the Warren and West Brookfield boards of selectmen withdrew their request for a forensic audit of the school district at Monday night’s Quaboag Regional School Committee meeting.
Warren Board of Selectmen Chair David Dufresne spoke on behalf of the two boards when he addressed the Committee, saying they had some concerns about the school’s budget. He said meet-ing with former Superintendent Brett Kustigian earlier this year, brought up more concerns. 

School Committee Chair Andrew Schwenker said the Kustigian is no longer there, and that it is the Committee’s respon-sibility to oversee the school bud-get and policy. 
Both Schwenker and Budget Subcommit tee  Chair  Jason Morgan said they have not been contacted by either of the town’s boards, requesting to attend a meeting, or to discuss budget con-cerns. 

Dufresne said they want to work with the School Committee and see “where the money is going.”
“A forensic audit would give us much more detail. We all want to do the right thing here,” Dufresne said. 
By seeking a forensic audit, Schwenker said, the boards are implying the School Committee was involved in waste, fraud, and/or abuse, some of the common reasons for conducting such an audit. 

The school district’s legal counsel, Attorney Russell Dupere, said in his experience forensic audits were usually only conduct-ed when theft was detected. He said the audit would cost tens of thousands of dollars.
The cost of the forensic audit, if approved by the School Committee, would have to be encumbered in the school dis-trict’s budget. 
Dupere, who said he previous-ly served on his town’s school committee, suggested the select-men, Budget Subcommittee 

Request for forensic 
audit withdrawn

Ware 
Fair & Flea

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Vendors set up on the lawn of the Ware Center Meeting House this past Saturday for the annual Ware Fair & Flea. This event is the primary 

fundraiser for the Meeting House and ongoing restoration efforts. See more photos on Page 6.

Celebration tea party, 
show and annual 
meeting Oct. 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

How we fasten our clothing has certainly changed over the years, from intricate lacing to buttons, to hook and loop, to zippers and snaps. 
But buttons continue to be both useful in fashion, as well as a fun and interesting collectible. 
“Buttons were one of the first recycled items,” button expert and dealer Betty Korostynski of West Springfield said. She has been col-lecting buttons since the 1980s and is a 35-year member of the Massachusetts State Button Society and a member of the Crescent Button Club in Holyoke.

Her interest in buttons was piqued as a child exploring the con-tents of her late grandmother’s but-ton box. Even though Korostynski was only 2 years old when her 

grandmother passed, she heard the stories of how her grandfather would bring home buttons to her from his job at the Strathmore paper compa-ny.

Before old shirts could be used in the process of making paper, the buttons would be removed and sent home with the workers. Korostynski’s grandfather would do just that, and her grandmother would sew them onto pieces of cloth.
Korostynski explained that women in the 1940s did this to store and catalog their buttons for future uses. She still has pieces of fabric adorned with buttons that her grandmother sewed. 
Monson Button Club member Carol Strum, a retired school teach-er, began collecting buttons after a fellow teacher suggested it as an “inexpensive collectible.” 
While this is mostly true of but-ton collecting, avid collectors will tell you there is plenty of money to be spent, especially when seeking rare and hard-to-find pieces.
Buttons can be made from all types of natural materials, including metal, bone, horn, coconuts, sea-shells and wood, as well as man-ufactured materials like celluloid, Lucite – even urea formaldehyde. 

Mass� State Button Society marks 80 years

(Turley Publications Photo 
by Paula Ouimette)Elsie the Borden Cow buttons, made in Leominster, were a favorite for children’s clothing. Elsie hailed from the historic Elm Hill Farm in Brookfield.

By Dallas Gagnon
Correspondent

WARE – Following the trag-ic loss of Robert “Bobby” Hoisington earlier this year, a memorial fund was established in his honor, after 15 years of coaching youth-recreational bas-ketball. 
According to Jeff Kularski, long-term family friend and founder of the Bobby Hoisington Memorial Fund, establishing the foundation in January started with a desire to “honor this guy for all the time he put in.”

Kathy Hoisington, Bobby’s wife, said Kathleen Soltys, who helped run Ware youth basketball for 13 years, and Kularski called Hoisington a few days after Bob’s passing. 
Kathy said they [Soltys and Kularski] told her they “‘came up with this great idea- doing a scholarship fund in Bob’s name.’” 
Though Hoisington explained, 

at the time, her heart was “too broken” she told Soltys and Kularski she would be “honored.”
Hoisington added “after this year Jeff is going to be turning over the whole process to us 

Basketball brings us 
together: honoring ‘Hois’

Main Street 
banners honor 
‘Hometown 
Heroes’ for 
Veterans Day

Staff Report

WARE – With Veterans Days approaching the Downtown Improvement Committee is offering a new way to honor those who have served in the military, by having veter-
ans photos and names on a Hometown Heroes banner.

These  banners  wi l l  be hung from the lampposts that line Main Street, which were installed near the completion of the Downtown Improvement project earlier this year. The lampposts have arms included on their frames, which can be utilized for promotional banners.  
The Downtown Improvement Committee is setting up an annual plan for seasonally themed banners. 
“The banner program was originally funded through a Massachusetts Office of Tour ism procured by the Planning Department to high-

light Ware businesses and com-
pliment the improved downtown infrastructure, particularly the sidewalks and decorative street-
lights,” Town Manager Stuart Beckley said. 

“The overall purpose is to attract visitors and residents. The banners add color, attention and important messages to the downtown in support of busi-
nesses and history,” he said.

The Town of Ware has always recognized the sacri-
fice veterans make, Committee 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

September is national Recovery Month, and members of the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance met this past Monday to discuss ways to help individuals in recovery, as well as the benefits of a Community Health Improvement Plan.
The CHIP is being managed through the Town of Ware under Emily Coderre, along with Pioneer 

Valley Planning Commission’s Becky Basch and QHSUA’s Gail Gramarossa. 
Using information gathered from Community Health Needs Assessments, which are conducted by hospitals every three years, an advisory committee will look at the priority issues facing the public health of the community. 

Once these priority issues are identified, the CHIP will also develop and implement strategies for action, and establish account-ability to ensure measurable health 

improvement. 
Gramarossa said she expects both substance use and mental health to be priority issues identi-fied in the CHIP.
Baystate Wing Hospital is releasing their CHNA this fall, and data will also be collected from Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Harrington Hospital in Southbridge, and Worcester hos-pitals. 

Basch said the CHIP is commu-nity driven and involves multiple sectors and agencies. “Community 

engagement is part of the CHIP process,” she said. 
A kickoff meeting for the CHIP will be held at E2E, 79 Main St., Ware from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 4. Lunch will be pro-vided.
Basch said all are welcome to attend the meeting and talk about health issues communities are fac-ing. She said they will also use this kickoff to recruit members for the CHIP advisory committee.
For more information about the CHIP or the kickoff meeting, peo-

ple may email ecoderre@townof-ware.com or bbasch@pvpc.org. 

National Night Out
Gramarossa said members of QHSUA attended numerous National Night Out events across their region, including North Brookfield, Monson, Palmer and Ware.
This was North Brookfield’s first year hosting this national event. The Coalition for a Healthy 

CHIP will identify priority health issues; set plan for action

Please see VETERANS, page 2

Please see REQUEST, page 3

Please see HONORING, page 5

Please see BUTTONS, page 11

Please see CHIP, page 9
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Pear, along with sophomore Jaieel Nevue-Roman, 
sophomore Adonis Dupre, and junior Eliah Jez, at-
tend Palmer High School. They’re able to play soccer 
for the Pathfinder Tech boys’ varsity team as part of 
a co-op. 

A couple of minutes later, Costa fired a shot from 
the top of the box into the back of the net giving his 
team a 2-0 advantage. The Pioneers second goal was 
assisted by Nevue-Roman.   

The best goal of the entire match was scored by 
junior midfielder Justin Davis in the 34th minute. He 
lofted a shot from about 25 yards along the right side-
line. The ball deflected off both the crossbar and the 
left post before landing into the left corner for an un-
assisted goal.

Three minutes later, a shot attempt by Pear rolled 
towards the goal before it was tapped over the line by 
junior forward Talon Clark, who netted his first goal 

of the season. Clark scored five goals as a freshman. 
Holding a commanding 4-0 halftime lead, Costa 

achieved his second straight hat-trick with an unassist-
ed goal past five minutes into the second half.

At that point, the only remaining question was if  
Gula would be able to celebrate his first career shutout 
in a varsity match. He only had to make one save in 
accomplishing that feat.

Gula took over the starting duties from Colin Holt, 
who transferred to Hampshire Regional. 

Gula received plenty of support from his defense 
led by junior Ethan DeBettencourt, junior Zander 
Auffrey, Mitchell, and Brouillette. 

Two days later, Gula recorded another shutout in a 
6-0 road victory against St. Mary’s of Westfield.

Five different Pathfinder players scored in that con-
test led by senior Riley Sanderson with two goals.

PIONEERS   I  FROM PAGE 10

Justin Davis looks to clear the ball. Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Talon Clark chases down the loose ball.

Brody Wetnicka fights for possession of the ball.

ments and Quaboag Performing Arts merchandise 
were available. Raffle prizes included new board games 
for winners to take home and the door prize was a $20 
gift card to That’s Entertainment in Worcester.

Student and adult volunteers helped teach the rules 
of each game, and even joined in to form teams.

The Quaboag Performing Arts Booster Club is a 
volunteer organization comprised of parents, teach-
ers and community members in support of Quaboag’s 
music and theater programs, giving students a chance 
to experience performing in different venues and to 
build a foundation of appreciation for the performing 
arts.

The Quaboag Performing Arts Booster Club typi-
cally meets the second Monday of each month (with 
the exception of October and May) at 6 p.m. in the 
cafeteria. Upcoming dates include Oct. 16, Nov. 13, 
Dec. 11, Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 11, April 8 and May 6.

All are welcome to attend the Booster Club’s meet-
ing when they can; no commitment is required.

For more information about the Quaboag Perform-
ing Arts Booster Club and upcoming events, find them 
on Facebook or stop by a monthly meeting.

GAMES  I  FROM PAGE 1

Jackson Tilton gets advice about his hand from Nicole Tilton. 

Autumn Tilton, left, and Jackson Tilton count their cards before starting 
their game. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
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their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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Saturday, Sept. 30th ~ 8pm-12am

A.S.B.  Classic Rock

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday, Oct. 2nd
7pm-11pm

ALLEY KINGS

Upcoming Events

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The North Brook-
field Senior Center, 29 Forest St., will be hosting an 
educational presentation on Tuesday, Oct. 17, at 11 
a.m. for current beneficiaries and for those who will 
soon be eligible for Medicare. 

The information is specific to Massachusetts. The 
session will run from 1 to 1.5 hours, including time 
for questions. 

The presentation will be conducted by Ed Spater, 
a licensed Insurance agent, who will explain the ba-
sics of Medicare including: 

• Why it’s important to evaluate your current 
Medicare coverage each year. 

• The pros and cons of each of your Medicare 
coverage options.

• What to consider when deciding which Medicare 
coverage option is right for you.

• Ways to save money and get better Medicare 
coverage in 2024.

For accommodations of persons with special 
needs at meetings call 774-271-5199 or 711 for TTY 
callers.

Medicare 101 educational event is Oct. 17

WARE – The Boston Business Journal has named 
Country Bank an honoree in its annual 2023 Corpo-
rate Citizenship Awards, recognizing the region’s top 
corporate charitable contributors.

The Business Journal annually publishes this list to 
highlight companies that promote and prioritize giv-
ing back to their communities.

“It is with honor that we present our list of the Top 
Charitable Contributors in Massachusetts, companies 
who gave $100,000 or more to Mass. based charities in 
2022. Collectively, they gave $423 million in cash con-
tributions, a true example of the business community 
coming together to help those in need. We are proud 
to celebrate these organizations who give both money 
and time to make our communities a stronger and bet-
ter place for all.” said Boston Business Journal Mar-
ket President and Publisher Carolyn Jones in a press 
release.

During this year’s celebration on Sept. 7, 100 com-
panies qualified for the distinction by reporting at 
least $100,000 in cash contributions to Massachu-
setts-based charities last year, as noted above. This 
year’s honorees include companies from such industry 
sectors as financial and professional services, health 
care, technology, retail, and professional sports.

Country Bank, ranked 44th, employs 220 staff  
members within Hampden, Hampshire, and Worces-
ter counties. The Bank’s team of Difference Makers 
actively promote the Bank’s mission of making a dif-
ference in their communities by volunteering for vari-
ous non-profits throughout the year.  

“We are honored to be recognized by the Boston 
Business Journal for Country Bank’s philanthropic ef-
forts. As a community bank, it is our mission to help 
make a difference in the lives of others,” stated Paul 
Scully, president and CEO at Country Bank. 

Country Bank recognized 
for charitable giving
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508) 882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. 
Call D & D Cordwood (413) 348-
4326.

MISCELLANEOUS
NAPOLEON GAS FIREPLACE. 
Runs on natural gas or propane. 42” 
wide. Comes complete except for ex-
haust pipe. Beautiful. Like new con-
dition. Asking $700. Call 413-627-
3905.

3/4x3-1/4 SELECT ASHE HARD-
WOOD FLOORING. Originally 
priced @ $3.15 sqft., 507 sq. ft. Call 
413-627-3905.

TAG SALE
Multi-Family Tag Sale
Saturday, September 30 
and Sunday, October 1

9:00 am to 3:00 pm
339 Old Warren Road,

Palmer, MA

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING In-
terior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

EXPERIENCED FORKLIFT OP-
ERATOR WANTED at busy reload 
located in South Barre. Full-time posi-
tion with benefits. Pay based on expe-
rience.  Please call 978-355-4477 to 
schedule an interview.

EXPERIENCED OFFICE AS-
SISTANT WANTED AT BUSY 
RELOAD LOCATED IN SOUTH 
BARRE Shipping and receiving ex-
perience and QuickBooks knowledge 
preferred. Full-time position with ben-
efits. Please call 978-355-4477 to 
schedule an interview.

P/T ASST. ADULT SERVICES 
LIBRARIAN The Town of Wilbra-
ham seeks qualified applicants to fill 
a Part-Time Assistant Adult Services 
Librarian vacancy. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil-
braham-ma.gov.  Open until filled. EOE

TOWN OF PALMER
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS 

The Town of Palmer DPW is seeking 
contractors for snow removal for the 
upcoming winter season. If interested, 
contracts are available on the town 
website under Public Works or at the 
DPW office. Completed contracts with 
a copy of the necessary insurance can 
be delivered to the DPW office locat-
ed at 1015 Bridge St. Palmer. Rates 
have been increased for fiscal year 
2024 and will be effective on 11/01/23. 
Please call our office at (413) 283-
2615 for our most recent rate sched-
ule.

YARD LABORER WANTED AT 
BUSY RELOAD LOCATED IN 
SOUTH BARRE. This individual will 
Be responsible for providing support to 
Equipment operators and the shop su-
pervisor in the yard. Mechanical expe-
rience a plus but not required. Please 
call 978-355-4477 to schedule an 
interview.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

BILODEAU AND SON ROOF-
ING. Established 1976. New re-
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679

**ALL SEASON** Specializing 
in shrub trimming, pruning, design, 
deliveries, loader, backhoe,  in-
sured. Professional. Please call Bob 
(413)537-5789 (413)538-7954.Find archives of this 

local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Job Opening
Three Rivers Fire and Water District

Full Time Fire Chief Position Available

Interested Candidates 
Should Submit A Letter of Interest

To The Three Rivers Prudential Committee

Note – A complete list of requirements 
as well as salary and benefits is available to 

interested applicants who submit a letter of interest 
to the Three Rivers Prudential Committee 

at the following

TRFDprudential@gmail.com

$28/HR PART TIME- UNBENEFITTED
SUPPORT STAFF

The Quabbin Health District, a MGL Chapter 111, Section 27A District comprised 
of the towns of Belchertown, Pelham, and Ware is accepting applications for an 

18 hour/week part time, un-benefitted, Support Staff Position 
to support Quabbin Health District staff in administrative duties, 

projects, and assisting in health inspections to promote and protect the 
public health of it’s residents in the Quabbin Health District. 

Occasionally required to attend local board of health meetings, 
work evenings and weekends.  

Minimum qualifications include a high School Education. Associate degree; 
or Bachelor’s degree in science, public health or related field preferred.  

Must possess and maintain a valid driver’s license.  
We train on the job for all inspectional related work!

For a full job description please visit http://quabbinhealthdistrict.com
for more information, or to apply for the position please send request or 

resume with cover letter to Administrative Assistant, Betty Barlow.  

Email to bbarlow@townofware.com 
or mail to 

Quabbin Health District ATTN: Betty Barlow; 126 Main Street, Ware MA, 01082.

vices providers. But right now, we’re just 
figuring out what’s going on,” Board of 
Selectmen Chair Jamie Goodwin said. 
“Although people might be understand-
ably frustrated with that, and we might 
have some frustrations as well, that’s the 
circumstance we’re in and beyond that, 
there’s really not too much else to say.”

Goodwin thanked the Federated 
Church for all they continue to do for 
the community.

“They’ve really done a lot,” he said.
Grimm said the National Guard is 

not providing security and there have 
been no incidents of violence related to 
the people placed here by Gov. Maura 
Healey. 

Board of Selectmen Clerk Mary 
Dowling expressed concern for people 
walking from the hotel on Route 15 to 
the limited convenient shopping areas. 
She said the road is not safe to walk, 
and the hotel is too far from grocery 
stores.

Grimm said the state is working to 
contract transportation for the people 
placed here.

ARPA requests
Grimm asked the Board to act on 

several American Rescue Plan Act 
Sub-Committee recommendations, 
which include a request from the Recre-
ation Commission to upgrade the Town 
Barn concession stand for $6,500. She 
said the building belongs to the town, 
not the league. 

The Recreation Commission has also 
requested a storage shed for $5,500.

“As you know, they have limited 
space,” Grimm said.

Grimm said the town is in the pro-
cess of spending $50,000 for electronic 
data storage.

“We have decades, perhaps centu-
ries worth of material that is stored and 
some of it can be removed,” she said, in-
cluding duplicate copies of documents. 
“We just don’t have the space to keep all 
the paper…if you ever had a flood, a di-
saster of any sort, all of our records are 
just gone.”

Grimm said documents can be 
scanned and made available online. She 
said it’s a multiple department request.

She said it is an expensive project, 
but it is worth the money.

Grimm said the Town Clerk request-
ed $9,500 for six poll pads, a printer, as 
well as shipping costs. 

The Board approved all of the ARPA 
Sub-Committee’s recommendations. 

Conservation updates
Conservation Agent Rebecca Gen-

dreau said her department has worked 
to streamline permitting and reviews.

She said they have also worked to 

make meeting agendas more detailed, 
and continue to offer hybrid meetings.

Gendreau said she continues to work 
with the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation for the Cedar Lake 
drainage project. She said plans for an-
other drainage project with MassDOT 
on Route 20 have been submitted.

She said the town is also continuing 
work with a grant received from the 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection for South Pond. She said it is a 
successful project and is already seeing 
improvements.

Gendreau is also working on the 
conservation restriction on the Fiske 
Hill property purchased by the town, as 
well as a master plan for the Plimpton 
property.

Dowling asked if  either the Fiske Hill 
or Plimpton properties could be used as 
a site for a dog park. 

“There’s a lot of people that want it,” 
Dowling said.

New polling location
The Board of Selectmen approved a 

new polling place for elections.
Town Clerk Lynn Girouard said 

the Sturbridge Host Hotel offered pre-
COVID pricing for use of the ballroom 
and the common room for local elec-
tions. 

“We’ll be there for all elections start-
ing in 2024,” she said.

Girouard said the new location al-
lows the town to expand its voting ca-
pacity, which is the reason she requested 
six more poll pads be purchased with 
ARPA funds.

“We’ve looked at quite a few loca-
tions…it’s a great place, it’s centrally 
located,” she said.

Town Administrator’s update
Grimm said she met with a represen-

tative from St. Anne’s Church, where 
the water tower is located.

She said in the past, Spring/T-Mo-
bile had a private agreement with the 
Church regarding the right of way. 
Grimm said the town also has right of 
way access.

Grimm said when the project goes 
out to bid, that the bidder must en-
ter into a private agreement with the 
Church, in addition to the agreement 
with the town.

Grimm said there are some survey 
questions regarding the town’s right of 
way.

Representatives proposing the Dish 
booster will give a presentation to the 
Board of Selectmen at an upcoming 
meeting.

“Nothing has moved forward on 
anything at this point,” Grimm said of 
both projects.

GUARD   I  FROM PAGE 1

During the week of Sept. 18-25, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department responded to 17 building/
property checks, 26 directed/area patrols, three traffic 
controls, three radar assignments, two emergency 911 
calls, one scam, two citizen assists, two safety hazards 
and six motor vehicle stop in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Sept. 18
8:55 a.m. 911 Misdial, Utley Road, Officer Handled
11:14 a.m. Safety Hazard, Wine Road, Removed 

Hazard
11:50 a.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, Services 

Rendered
8:18 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Unitas Road, 

Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Sept. 19
2:32 a.m. Safety Hazard, Ravine Road, Officer 

Handled

Wednesday, Sept. 20
11:49 a.m. Scam, Padre Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, Sept. 21
6:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Gilbertville Road, 

Citation issued

Friday, Sept. 22
5:58 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, Spoken 

To

New Braintree Police Log

Quabbin football fans proudly cheered for their team, decked out in star-spangled attire at this past Friday’s homecoming football game. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY MARY WHITELAW

Football fans cheer on Panther’s at homecoming
BARRE – The bleachers 

were filled with Quabbin Re-
gional High School football 
fans, wearing red, white and 
blue, at this past Friday’s 
homecoming football game 
against Quaboag Regional 
High School. 



 

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!
#1 VOTED APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY!!!!!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY DEPT!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

I’ve sold hundreds of homes in your area - 
offering professional advice and 

knowledgeable service 
to many of your neighbors.  

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS AVAILABLE.   
Call me today 

for a prompt response 
and you will not be dissapointed! 

EXIT Real Estate Executives

BRIMFIELD - $550,000
A one of a kind! If you are looking for 
that rustic cabin feeling, this one’s for 
you! This unique custom home was 
hand built by the owner. Tucked up in 
a country setting this home features 
a large, paved driveway with ample 
parking that leads you right to the farmers porch, attached garage and detached garage. 
Large detached garage has 2 oversized bays with 3 garage doors. There is room above 
the garage for even more space with an existing door just waiting for you to finish. 
Inside features an open concept kitchen and living room. The rooms downstairs are 
being utilized as bedrooms while the upstairs features a large master suite with a full 
bath. A bonus room downstairs is currently being occupied as a home office with exterior 
entry/exit only. 15 mins to the pike and 84. A must see!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

When 
we do more 

you will make 
more!!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 21 ...........Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ......... $99
Nov. 4 ............Book of Mormon .................... $120
Nov. 18 ..........Vermont Country Store ........ $79
Dec. 30 ..........Moulin Rouge! ........................ $125
Jan. 12-14 ......NYC Weekend .......................... $469

12-Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise
April 7-19, 2024

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

U-PICKU-PICK
HONEY CRISP NOW AVAILABLEHONEY CRISP NOW AVAILABLE

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS
MACOUN & CORTLANDMACOUN & CORTLAND

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
APPLESAPPLES

CIDER IS IN!!!CIDER IS IN!!!

WE BUY GUNS
1-413-277-0147

patriotfirearms23@gmail.com
317 Palmer Road, Ware, MA 01082
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. noon-6pm

Patriot FirearmsPatriot Firearms
&  Ammunition&  Ammunition

BUY
SELL

TRADE

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Mon. & Thurs. 3pm-9pm

Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Sun. 11:30am-7:30pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

Wine Dinner 
Tuesday, October 3rd

5 Courses 
of our famous BBQ 

paired with wines from 
Marietta Cellars, California 
Reception begins at 5:30 pm
$100 pp (plus tax, inc gratuity)

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
SUMMER LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses
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