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Table restoration connects community’s past
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Last Saturday, 
members of VFW Post 3439 
welcomed the return of a 
piece of their history that 
was traced back to the town’s 
former Grand Army of the 
Republic, Chapter 051.

Veteran Jim Foyle said his 
attention was first brought 
to the altar-like table where 
the VFW members kept the 
Bible, because of its inscrip-
tion of “GAR.”

He began researching the 
table, and spoke with various 
historians, including Wendy 
Joseph of the GAR Museum 
in Lynn, Dan Hamilton of 
quaboag-research.org (and a 
lifetime member of the New 
Braintree Historical Society 
and the Quaboag Historical 
Society) and Brandon Avery 
of the North Brookfield His-
torical Society.

Foyle said his research 
found that a GAR post was 
formed in North Brookfield 
in 1868 by Ezra Batcheller. 
The GAR’s charter was later 
surrendered in 1929.

Foyle said GAR posts 
utilized the table as an al-

tar to display the Bible, and 
during meetings, it created a 
space between the altar and 
the officer’s table.

“No one was to enter this 
space as it was reserve for 
deceased comrades,” Foyle 
said. 

In 1960, the VFW Post 
3439 was formed, and some-
how, the GAR table found 
its way there. Once again, it 
became the location to dis-
play the Bible.

Board
appointed 
ACO and 
driver/
laborer

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– At last week’s Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting, Police 
Chief Mark Smith intro-
duced Alixandra Smichinski 
as the candidate to be ap-
pointed to Animal Control 
Officer. 

At the Sept. 9 meeting, 
Smith said Smichinski has 
served as an Assistant ACO 
in several area towns and 
came highly recommended 
from those who have worked 
with her.

“She has quite extensive 
experience or knowledge 
about what we’re looking for 
and I think she’d do really 
well in this position,” Smith 
said. 

Smichinski said she has 
been the Assistant ACO in 
Brookfield for about eight 
months and has completed 
the ACO core class train-
ing. She works as a veteri-
nary technician at a clinic in 
Rutland and is currently in 
school to advance her certi-
fication.

She is the Animal Inspec-
tor and Assistant ACO in 
the town of West Brookfield 
as well. 

The Board of Selectmen 
unanimously approved her 
appointment.

New Highway Dept.
employee

The board interviewed 
candidate Patrick Shea for 
an equipment operator/driv-
er/laborer position on the 
Highway Department. Su-
perintendent Randy Morgan 
said Shea will work as a driv-
er/laborer until he gets his 
hydraulics license to operate 
the equipment.

Shea said he has his Class 
A CDL and a tanker en-
dorsement. He has worked 
as a truck driver for Casel-
la and has experience as a 
snowplow driver both locally 
and for the city of Worcester.

Shea said he moved to the 
town many years ago and he 
would like to work closer to 
home.

“I’m a third generation 
truck driver,” he said. “I just 
feel I would be an asset to 
the Highway Department.”

The board approved 
Shea’s appointment to the 
position pending reference 
checks. 

TMembers of VFW Post 3439 are shown with craftsman Samuel Bonneau, who recently restored an 
over 150 year old table linked back to North Brookfield’s Grand Army of the Republic Chapter.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

This table dates 
back to the Grand 
Army of the Re-
public Chapter 051 
formed by Ezra 
Batcheller in 1868.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library hosted a presenta-
tion on information regard-
ing immigration this past 
week.

Giving the presentation 
were members of Grassroots 
Central Massachusetts. This 

organization comes together 
to create change through a 
variety of actions, most espe-
cially in the areas of climate, 
politics, and racial and social 
justice. 

The Racial and Social 
Justice Committee of Grass-
roots Central Mass had an 
important informational 
meeting to present regarding 
the highly debated topic of 
immigration. 

In contemporary soci-
ety, immigration is a topic 
surrounded with facts and a 
lot of misinformation. This 
presentation provides facts, 
fictions, and the history of 
immigration in the United 
States. 

From a historical stand-
point immigration and the 
right to U.S. citizenship has 
been a complex and often 
contentious issue. 

The presentation was 
prepared and given by four 
members of Grassroots 
Central Mass, Regina Ed-
monds, David Niles, Jasmin 
Rivas, and Eric von Bleicken. 
Packets of information were 
handed out to guests who 
attended the presentation 
in the exhibit room of the 
Merriam-Gilbert Library. 
The presentation was called 
“Immigrants: The Facts, The 

Fiction.”
Edmonds was the first to 

speak and is a former educa-
tor at Assumption Universi-
ty. Her studies were in trau-
ma, psychology, and research 
on motherhood. 

Edmonds shared some 
key terms revolving around 
immigration, including the 
standard definition of what 
an immigrant is. A person 
who comes to live perma-

nently in a foreign country. 
“The definition is simple 

on the surface,” as Edmonds 
said. 

Keeping the audience in 
mind, Edmonds said a lot 
of folks have immigrants as 
ancestors. Immigration goes 
far beyond its main defini-
tion and there are amounts 
of ways people arrive in the 

 By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com
 

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Friends of 
the North Brookfield Town 
House presents the Family 
Fun Fest on Sunday, Sept. 
28 at Bike House Brewing. 

It will be a festive day 
featuring vendors, live mu-
sic, food trucks, and games. 
This event will support the 

restoration of the Town 
House. As part of the event 
there will be artwork dis-
played and provided by art-
ist Nadia Sukharev. 

Sukharev donated one of 
her artworks back in 2023, 
and it was a painting of 
the North Brookfield Town 
House. Sukharev is a grad-
uate of North Brookfield 

Grassroots Central Mass presented immigration program

Artwork displayed during 
Fall Family Fun Fest

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– This annual Flea Market 
event which featured var-
ious goods was presented 
by the First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield 
that is across the street from 
the common. 

The First Congregational 
Church in West Brookfield 
has been running its Flea 
Market on the common for 
over 50 years. The church 
organizes and runs the mar-
ket on an annual basis, and 

it has grown well over the 
years.  

Karen Murphy of 
the First Congregational 
Church in West Brook-
field has seen various ven-
dors participate in the Flea 
Market. Every year there 
are repeat vendors and new 
vendors highlighted at the 
market. 

During the earlier years 
of having a flea market, the 
event would be held in June. 
However, it was moved to 
September due to the popu-
larity of the Asparagus Fes-
tival that happens in June. 

This year, there were 

over 40 vendors set up on 
the common for the Flea 
Market. Various items were 
available at this year’s mar-
ket. 

Members of the First 
Congregational Church 
had tents set up in front of 
the church and provided the 
food for the day. The menu 
featured hot dogs, ham-
burgers, BBQ dogs, colos-
sal cookies, chips, and cold 
drinks. 

What is new in this year’s 
annual flea market is a tag 

Flea Market returns to West Brookfield common

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Colorful painted bottles created by Genie in a Bottle. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Nadia Sukharev of North Brookfield is shown with her painting of Brookfield 
Orchards, which can be seen during the Family Fun Fest on Sept. 28 at Bike 
House Brewing. 
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 SEPTEMBER

DELICIOUS FOOD, DRINK AND DESSERTS

27

Hampden 

Mounted Police   

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

OSV held annual kiln firing event
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – For the 
second year in a row, Old Stur-
bridge Village hosted Concert 
& Kiln this past weekend. 

Only once a year the village 
fires up the kiln right across 
the pottery shop. This kiln 
is a reproduction of Hervey 
Brooks’s kiln when he did pot-
tery in Goshen, Connecticut. 
This kiln is 50 years old and is 
made with over 15,000 bricks. 

It stands 24 feet tall and 
must be heated to approxi-
mately 1,900 degrees Fahren-
heit during firing. 

A firing for a kiln this 
size would take about three 
cords of wood. The histori-
ans at Old Sturbridge Village 
prepped by stacking about six 
cords of wood prior to the fir-
ing of the kiln. 

For entertainment, the 
Old Sturbridge Village Sing-
ers performed for guests who 
attended Concert & Kiln. 
Guests were also greeted by 
music historian Tom Vaughn, 
who shared history of music 
in the 19th century. Perfor-
mances took place inside the 
Center Meetinghouse. 

Vaughn played popular 
early 19th-century music on 
a variety of historical arti-
fact instruments, including 
the violin, flute, clarinet, and 
rocking melodeon. Vaughn 

is a trained violinist and was 
a musician at Old Sturbridge 
Village, where he also recreat-
ed historical instruments.

While Vaughn was playing, 
there was a lot of audience 
participation and clapping in-
side the Meetinghouse. 

The Village potters were 
busy firing up the kiln and 
sharing the history of 19th cen-
tury pottery. The potters had 

history to share with guests 
as well as familiar types of ce-
ramics that would have been 
available in rural stores like 
the Asa Knight Store. 

The potters took various 
questions from guests. Many 
questions revolved around 
how the kiln works. 

There were 955 pottery 
pieces of various shapes in-
side the kiln as it was fired up. 
Amongst these pottery piec-
es were wood fired pots and 
mugs. Soon, what is firing in 
the kiln will be sold at the gift 
shop at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. 

There were also questions 
about the pottery shop and 
the history of Hervey Brooks 
Pottery. The historians said 
that Brooks did pottery on 
the side as he also operated 
his own farm. Brooks would 
mark his pottery, which was 
not commonly done in the 
1800s. 

Brooks’ pottery shop was 

moved to the Village back 
in the 1960s. Since relocat-
ing from Goshen, Connecti-
cut, the shop is used for live 
demonstrations of 19th-cen-
tury pottery manufacturing. 

David is one of the histo-
rians at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage and has been a potter for 
six years. When asked about 
customizing pottery, he said 
“custom work wasn’t done 
that often 200 years ago.” 

David’s favorite pottery 
item he likes to make in the 
shop is a pitcher. A guest 
asked what is difficult to 
make, and David said colan-
ders are tough to make. 

Wondering how the pot-
tery pieces were placed inside 
the kiln, historians point-
ed out the door with loose 
bricks. A potter showed 
guests where some loose 
bricks were by pulling one 
of them as the fire ignites 
inside with the pieces under-
going the transition. Potters 

mentioned they don’t want 
the kiln to get too hot, above 
1900 degrees Fahrenheit, be-
cause they don’t want to melt 
the bricks. 

Cookies and cider were 
available for purchase during 
Concert & Kiln. It was warm 
standing by the kiln, but 

there was OSV merchandise 
available, including mugs and 
sweatshirts. 

It was an exciting learning 
experience for guests at Old 
Sturbridge Village as Con-
cert & Kiln took place. The 
kiln will fire up next year at 
the next Concert & Kiln. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
It was time to light up the kiln at Old Sturbridge Village for the annual Concert & Kiln event. 

David, right, is one of the historians and potters at Old Sturbridge Village. He 
explained the history of redware pottery in the 19th century. 

It was time to light up the kiln at Old Sturbridge Village for the annual Concert 
& Kiln event. 

Tom Vaughn performed early 19th century music inside the Center Meeting-
house. 

Examples of pottery made at Old Sturbridge Village were placed in front of the 
kiln, which can hold over 900 pieces. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Central Mass. photographer opens 
portrait studio in Fiskdale

STURBRIDGE – 
Central Massachusetts 
photographer Sue Bray 
is celebrating 27 years of 
capturing memories with 
the opening of a portrait 
studio location in Fisk-
dale.

Bray graduated in the 
top 10 of her class from 
the prestigious Hallmark 
Institute of Photography 
in 1996, located in Turn-
ers Falls. Following grad-
uation, she spent nearly a 
decade honing her craft 
at Hilton Photography, 
where she captured ev-
erything from newborns 
and high school seniors 
to weddings, proms, and 
more.

Over the years, Bray 
has built a strong personal 
brand and a loyal follow-
ing, earning a reputation 
for her warm, natural 

style and genuine 
connection with 
her clients. Today, 
she offers on-lo-
cation portrait 
sessions of all 
types – and now, 
she has a studio 
to call home.

P o r t r a i t s 
by Sue Bray is 
proudly located 
at the Sturbridge 
Marketplace at 
the Falls in Fiskdale, 559 
Main St., Unit 306 (third 
floor), where she wel-
comes new and returning 
clients alike.

“I create portraits that 
tell stories – stories meant 
to be shared, cherished, 
and remembered for years 
to come. My approach 
is relaxed and authentic; 
I love capturing genuine 
moments and ‘freezing’ 

time. Many 
of my clients 
have been 
with me for 
years, and 
now I have 
the joy of 
photograph-
ing their chil-
dren. They’re 
not just cli-
ents – they’ve 
become part 
of my ex-

tended family,” Bray said 
in a press release. “For me, 
nothing is more important 
than people, photographs, 
and stories. The ability to 
capture moments in time 
is my greatest gift and re-
ward.”

For more information, 
visit Bray’s website, www.
portraitsbysuebray.com 
and follow her on Face-
book.

Sue Bray
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The Pumpkins are Coming!The Pumpkins are Coming!
The Pumpkins are Coming!The Pumpkins are Coming!

Spread the word that the best place 
to get your fall decorations is the 

Sturbridge Federated Church 
in Sturbridge, MA

where the finest pumpkins, 
gourds & mums will be on sale from

September 27th - October 31st
Open: 

Monday to Friday 10:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Proceeds will benefit Navajo Nation 
as well as various 

local and regional charities. 

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

Electronics recycling 
event to be held Oct. 25

STURBRIDGE – The 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale will host 
an electronics recycling 
event with Green Day Re-
cycling on Saturday, Oct. 
25 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the 
church parking lot, 8 Ma-
ple St.

Residents of all towns 
are welcome to bring their 
electronic items to be recy-
cled, and the event will be 
held rain or shine.

The following items 
can be recycled for a cost: 
$5 – computer towers, lap-
tops, DVD players, VCRs, 
small printers, stereos, ra-
dios, alarm clocks, speak-
ers, video game consoles, 
table lamps, fans, hair 
dryers, curling irons, pro-
jectors, paper shredders, 
power tools, drills, camer-
as, clocks, trophies, frying 
pans, holiday lights and 
other small electronics.

For $10 – small house-
hold appliances, vacuum 
cleaners/Roomba, toaster 
ovens, ceiling fans, floor 
lamps, air fryers, electric 
grills, hot plates, small ra-
diators, keyboard pianos, 
coffee makers, ice makers, 
small garbage disposals, 
sewing machines and car 
seats.

For $20 – flat screen 
computer monitors, micro-
waves, dehumidifiers, air 

conditioners, water coolers, 
large printers/copiers, leaf 
blowers, chainsaws, heat 
lamps, artificial Christmas 
trees, fire extinguishers and 
empty propane tanks.

For $25 – TVs up to 26 
inches, CRT monitors, out-
door grill and dorm sized 
refrigerators.

For $30 – TVs between 
26 inches and 35 inches, 
white goods, washing ma-
chines, dryers, stoves, dish-
washers, large applianc-
es, large yard equipment, 
treadmills, exercise equip-
ment, snowblowers, lawn-
mowers, rototillers, large 
generators, motors and wa-
ter tanks.

For $35 – TVs over 36 
inches, large refrigerators 
and ride-on lawn mowers 
and for $40 – projector 
TVs.

Cash is preferred, but 
payment via Venmo or 
check (over $30) is also ac-
cepted.

The following items will 
be accepted for free, with 
cash donations appreciat-
ed: bicycles (reusable), cell 
phones, keyboards, tablets, 
video game media and ac-
cessories, wires, cables, bat-
teries, chargers and VHS/
DVDs. 

For more information, 
email greendayrecycling-
ma@gmail.com.tt

Second Chance is seeking clothing and linens donations
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– Cleaning out your clos-
ets? You can now bring used 
clothing donations to Second 
Chance Animal Services East 
Brookfield or North Brook-
field locations. 

Second Chance has part-
nered with St. Pauly Textile 
Inc. to provide a wood-frame 
clothing drop-off shed for 
community use. The sheds 
are designed to give com-
munity members a uniquely 
clean, convenient, and well-

cared-for option to donate 
their used linens and clothing 
to. 

St. Pauly Textile Inc. 
partners with businesses and 
various organizations to dis-
tribute donated items both 
here in the U.S. and world-
wide, where they’re ultimate-
ly re-worn by people who 
need them. Second Chance 
receives funding for donat-
ed clothing and additionally 
has the option to use donated 
items like towels and blankets 

to care for pets.
With over 1,600 cloth-

ing drop-off sheds in place, 
St. Pauly Textile Inc. col-
lects over 175,000 pounds of 
clothing a day and estimates 
that this clothing ends up in 
44 different countries (includ-
ing the U.S.) yearly. In 2024, 
the company was able to help 
keep over 64 million articles 
of clothing out of landfills, 
which clothed an estimated 
7.8 million people worldwide. 

The company was found-

ed in 1996 and is an A+ rated 
member of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

Accepted items: clothing, 
shoes, belts, purses, towel, 
blankets, sheets, curtains, pil-
lowcases, and stuffed animals. 

The donation sheds are 
located at the Second Chance 
Adoption Center, 111 Young 
Road, East Brookfield and 
the North Brookfield Com-
munity Veterinary Hospital, 
372 North Main St., North 
Brookfield.

Historical Society presents 
tour of Old Burial Ground

STURBRIDGE – Join 
local historian Bill Barnsley 
on a walking tour of the Old 
Burying Ground in Stur-
bridge on Saturday, Sept. 20 
at 10 a.m. covering 170 years 
of early Sturbridge history. 

Through 24 stones, par-
ticipants will explore some 
notable people who shaped 
the town, and some unique 
stones that illustrate the de-
velopment of stone carving 
and beliefs in the afterlife. 

Note: this tour will be 
“off-trail” on some very un-
even surfaces. Wear your 
sturdy shoes.

Barnsley is a writer, sto-
ryteller, and local historian 
with a lifelong passion for 
uncovering the stories of 
the past. In 2018, with the 
help of his very patient wife, 
Jude MacDonald, conducted 

a complete survey of Stur-
bridge’s Old Burial Ground, 
documenting every grave-
stone and researching the 
lives behind them. His work 
connects early town families, 
Revolutionary War veterans, 
and the artistry of New En-
gland stone carvers, preserv-
ing their history for future 
generations. 

When he isn’t leading 
tours, Barnsley writes chil-
dren’s books, teaches, and 
volunteers in community 
projects. 

The Old Burial Ground is 
located at 308 Main St. Park-
ing is available behind the 
Center Office Building and 
along the road in front of as 
well as behind the cemetery. 
Registration is requested by 
emailing sgibquig@gmail.
com.

STURBRIDGE – Come 
to the Fair! – A History of 
the Worcester South Ag-
ricultural Society and the 
Sturbridge Fairgrounds will 
be presented by the Stur-
bridge Historical Society, 
Thursday, Sept. 25 at 7 p.m. 
at the Publick House.

Kitty Lowenthal and 
Sandy Gibson-Quigley will 
give a presentation on the 
history of the Worcester 
South Agricultural Fair and 
Fairgrounds. 

From 1844 through 1938 
Sturbridge hosted an annu-
al agricultural fair to pro-
mote progressive farming. 
A locally, then regionally, 
popular event, the Fair out-
grew the Common where it 
was held originally, and fair-
grounds were established on 
Cedar Lake (on the site of 
the current Host Hotel). In 
addition to the exhibitions 
and contests featuring farm 
animals and produce, horse 
racing soon became one 
of the prime attractions of 
the Fair, along with other 
amusements – such as ac-
robats, balloon ascensions, 
and firemen musters. 

This presentation will ex-
plore the origins of the Fair, 
its growth, and unfortunate 
demise, along with a brief  
look at the development of 

the property since 1939.
Lowenthal and Gib-

son-Quigley are on the 
Board of Directors for the 
Historical Society. 

Lowenthal has had a life-
long passion for history. She 
worked as an interpreter at 
Old Sturbridge Village for 
20 plus years, and then as 
a museum educator for the 
Deerfield Teacher Center. 
Almost everything she en-
joys best revolves around 
history and the people and 
lives of the past, from land 
use and settlements, to food 
and textiles and crafts, and 
the ways people live togeth-
er. 

Gibson-Quigley has been 
involved with history and 
education since her college 
years. She worked in the Ed-
ucation Dept. at OSV, was 
the Education Director for 
Preservation Worcester, and 
then taught Social Studies 
at Notre Dame Academy 
for 26 years. She continues 
to enjoy exploring history as 
well as the built and natural 
environments and sharing 
her discoveries with others.

Please join the Histor-
ical Society at the Publick 
House, which graciously 
hosts these programs. This 
presentation is free and 
open to the public.

Sturbridge Historical Society hosts
program on fair and fairgrounds

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This poster is from the 1888 Worcester South Agricultural Society Fair. The 
Sturbridge Historical Society will present a program on the history of the fair 
and the fairgrounds on Thursday, Sept. 25 at 7 p.m. at the Publick House. All 
are welcome to attend.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Take-Out church supper 
planned for Sept. 19

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church 
in West Brookfield will hold 
a Take-Out Chicken Dinner 
on Friday, Sept. 19. 

Meals may be picked up 
curbside at 5 p.m. in front 
of the church at 33 West 
Main St., West Brookfield.  

The meal will include 

chicken breast, baby pota-
toes, glazed carrots, roll and 
dessert for $15 or two for 
$25.

Reservations may be 
made by calling Elsa at 209-
400-4429 or just come by 
and pick up dinner on your 
way home.

Proceeds will benefit the 
church and its missions.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Central New England 
Equine Rescue, 96 New 
Braintree Road, will host its 
annual Fall Festival at the 
Farm on Saturday, Sept. 27 
from noon-4 p.m.

Come and share with 
CNEER over 20 years of 
community support rescuing 

horses. There will be pony 
rides, face painting, pumpkin 
decorating, local vendors, 
delicious food, drinks and 
desserts.

Deux Amis will provide 
live folk and jazz music. The 
Hampden Mounted Police 
will also be present.

Musical bingo fundraiser
to be held on Sept. 27

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Mary and Martha 
Sodality from Saint Car-
lo Acutis Parish at Sacred 
Heart Church, invites you 
to an evening of fellowship 
and fun on Saturday, Sept. 
27 from 6-8 p.m.

The Mary and Martha 
Sodality will sponsor a mu-
sical bingo event in Dugan 
Hall, 22 West Main St., to 
raise funds to support its 
various parish and faith 
based events including do-

nations to community pro-
grams throughout the year. 

Your $20 ticket includes: 
pizza, two tickets for wine or 
soft drinks, dessert, and mu-
sical bingo featuring songs 
from the 1940s-1960s. This 
over 21 event is geared to 
an older (but still young at 
heart) crowd.

For tickets, please call 
the parish office at 508-867-
6469. For more information 
or questions, email mary-
andmartha11@gmail.com.

CNEER hosts Fall Festival at 
the Farm on Sept. 27

www.turley.com
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Plant exodus, coming soon
Just this past week I put 

a call in to the herb gar-
deners at Old Sturbridge 
Village where I work part 
time.  

I asked them to let me 
know they’d like me to de-
liver the pots and soil for 
the annual “exodus.” We 
will be moving the tender 
perennials from their sum-
mer residence in the herb 
garden to my domain, the 
maintenance department’s 
greenhouse.  

There are some won-
derful and very familiar 
plants in our living collec-
tion: rosemary, bay, lemon 
verbena and scented gera-
niums are some of my per-
sonal favorites.  

Before the interpreters 
dig up the plants, I always 
ask that they give them a 
bath to cut down on the 
number of insects that 
will be brought into the 
greenhouse. For the home 
gardener this is equally im-
portant.  

I say “bath” because 
my pesticide of choice is a 
natural and fairly benign 
one- made of potassium 
salts of fatty acids (soap) 
that weaken the insect’s 
outer shell and cause de-
hydration.  It is sprayed on 
leaves and stems until they 
are soaked, and can be 
reapplied every seven-10 
days as needed.  

This product is especial-
ly effective on insects that 
make their home on herbs 
and houseplants: whitefly, 
aphids and mealy bugs.  

Once the insects have 
been eradicated, it is time 
to get out the shovel and 
get to work digging up and 
repotting the plants. You 
will be amazed at how large 
some of them can become 
after only a few months in 
the ground.  

It is important to sal-
vage as much of the root 
ball as possible to mini-
mize the shock of being 
potted up. To do this, posi-
tion your shovel along the 
“drip line” of the plant and 
dig straight down, com-
pletely around its circum-
ference. After you’ve made 
your way around, get your 
shovel underneath and lift.  

Have a pot ready – one 
that is an inch or two big-
ger than the root ball is 
sufficient, and will allow 
for minimal winter growth. 
My container of choice is 
always plastic, but glazed 
pottery is fine too. I steer 
clear of clay; it dries out 
too quickly.  

I usually put a couple 
of inches of moist potting 
soil into the container, set 
the plant and then fill in 
with more as needed before 
watering well. Oftentimes I 
leave the plants outside un-
til a frost threatens, then I 
bring them in and back out 
until the weather turns de-
cidedly cold.  

Home gardeners of-

ten ask how to overwinter 
their favorite herbs with-
out a greenhouse.

Perhaps the most cher-
ished of all tender herbs is 
Rosemary (Rosemarinus 
officinalis), the herb of 
remembrance. The key to 
growing it successfully in-
doors is “cool but sunny.” 

My old house affords 
me many such microcli-
mates. If  you aren’t as 
lucky, try for a sunny win-
dow away from dry heat, in 
other words far from heat 
vents, the wood stove etc.  

Bay tree (Laurus nobi-
lis) is another favorite and 
can be grown right through 
the winter with little or no 
coddling provided it is giv-
en medium to bright light 
and consistent watering. 
Do be on guard for the 
waxy-looking scale insect; 
one giveaway is leaves cov-
ered in a sticky, shiny sap 
called honey dew.  

Try to “Q-tip” individ-
ual insects with rubbing 
alcohol or use insecticidal 
soap or horticultural oil to 
smother larger infestations. 
If the bugs have been ac-
tive for awhile, sooty mold 
may have formed. This 
thick, black coating will 
likely need to be scrubbed 
off leaf by leaf to allow the 
plant to photosynthesize 
properly.

To have success over-
wintering scented gerani-
ums (Pelargonium spp.) 
indoors, situate them in 
bright light where daytime 
temperatures are 65-70 de-
grees, and night temps are 
in the 50s.  Fertilize every 
other month during the 
fall and winter.  

Smaller leaved varieties 
will be easier to manage; 
large leaved cultivars will 
get top-heavy quickly- take 
terminal or “tip” cuttings 
of these instead.

Lemon Verbena (Aloy-
sia triphylla) may start out 
looking great, but a month 
or so into indoor culture 
will likely begin to lose its 
leaves. Fear not, leaf drop 
is completely normal and 
to be expected! You may 
be tempted to throw it out; 
instead, position in a sun-
ny spot, water as needed 
and await new growth in 
the spring.

Enjoy your favorite ten-
der herbs over the winter 
and again come springtime 
and summer when they re-
turn to the garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Levi’s first mountain

By Julie Midura
Correspondent

I knew going into this 
hike that it would require a 
strategy. You see, our ener-
getic 3-year-old grandson, 
Levi, can play outside for 
hours, but walking uphill 
for long distances isn’t his 
strong point. Peaked Moun-
tain in Monson is not a long 
or strenuous hike, but when 
you’re not even 3 feet tall, 
even 475 feet of elevation 
gain can feel like Mt. Everest. 

He started strong, making 
it to the frog-filled pond with 
ample energy, but about a 
third of the way to the top, he 
said, “Memere, pick me up.” 

Since carrying my 
28-pound grandson to the 
summit was not what I had 
in mind, I decided to utilize 
every ploy in my arsenal to 
ensure that he would hike the 
trail under his own power. I 
implemented Ploy #1… dis-
traction. 

“Let’s look for the red 
blazes on the trees,” I said. 
Levi inched his way for-
ward in search of the large 
red painted circles marking 
the trail. “I see one!” he ex-
claimed each time he saw a 
blaze. This only distracted 
him for a distance of three 
blazes, so I needed a new dis-
traction. 

I asked him if he wanted 
to be a big boy and use one 
of my trekking poles like the 
‘real hikers’ do. His eyes lit 
up. I shortened one of my 
poles and showed him how 
to use it. He wrapped his tiny 
hand around the handle, and 
for the next 5 minutes, he was 
so busy staring at the tip of 
the trekking pole with each 
step forward that he kept 
tripping on it. 

Whereupon he decided to 
use the pole for more enter-
taining purposes. He wielded 
it over his head like a light 
saber in order to strike every 
large boulder he happened 
upon. Then he transformed it 
into a javelin to pierce mush-
rooms with. And finally he 
turned it into an excavator to 
dig in the mud and dirt. 

In between the trekking 
pole fun, he found boulders 
to climb on, rocks to throw, 
branches to hang from, and 
long sticks to drag behind 
him. With all of the distrac-
tions, it was slow going, but at 
least he was moving upward 
on his own 2 feet. Until, that 
is, the trail became steeper, 
and he suddenly proclaimed, 
“I can’t do it.”

It was time for Ploy #2 – 
discoveries.

“Look, Levi! There’s are 
more mushrooms up ahead. 
Let’s go see them!” “What 
kind of animal do you think 
made the hole in that stump?” 
“Check out this stack of 
rocks! It’s called a cairn.” 
“Oh look! A sign! Do you 
want me to read it to you?”

With each step, Levi’s in-
terest was piqued, his imag-
ination increased, and his 
self-confidence soared. All 
the way to the very top of the 
mountain, at 1,227 feet! 

Levi seemed less than im-
pressed with the views, but 
very excited to celebrate his 
victory with mini muffins 
and apple juice. Once he had 
popped the last muffin in his 
mouth, he was off like a rock-

et, exploring the summit. We 
allowed him the freedom to 
test his abilities. Levi climbed, 
jumped and scrambled over 
numerous boulders. He 
tripped, then righted himself. 
He learned what his 3-year-
old self  was capable of.  

When he asked Tom and 
I if  we could play hide and 
seek, we happily obliged. 
Tom and I spent close to an 
hour taking turns hiding so 
that Levi could find us. How-
ever, I drew the line when he 
said, “I’m going to hide by 
myself, and you and grand-
pa can come find me.” Sorry 
little man, unless you’re wired 
with a tracker, that’s not hap-
pening! 

When it was finally time to 
head down, Levi once again 
asked me to carry him. So I 
resorted to Ploy #3…bribery. 
“Levi, if  you can make it all 
the way down to the trailhead 
on your own two legs, we can 
stop for an ice cream on the 
way home.”  

Needless to say, the vanilla 
ice cream with rainbow sprin-
kles sure hit the spot!

Spending time in nature is 
crucial to a child’s physical 
health, as well as for their 
emotional and intellectual 
development. The best way 
for children to grow up to 
be healthy, well-rounded in-
dividuals with a strong sense 
of independence and com-
passion is to get them off of 
the screens and into nature. 
The benefits of outdoor play 
cannot be understated. 

A child needs unstruc-
tured time to explore their 
natural environment. They 
need to be encouraged 
to play in a stream, walk 
through the woods, dig in 
the dirt, go fishing, or even 
climb a mountain. Many 
important life skills that 
children will need as they 
grow into teens and adults 
can be learned through out-
door activities-skills such as 
multi-tasking, troubleshoot-
ing, planning and prioritiz-
ing. Outdoor play also helps 
to build self-confidence, in-
dependence and self-esteem. 
It decreases stress, and in-
creases attention, focus and 
motivation. I encourage ev-
ery parent and grandparent 
to do everything you can to 
get the children in your life 
outdoors. Teaching children 
to appreciate our natural 
world and all of its wonders 
is one of the most amazing 
gifts that you can give them! 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for the Quaboag Current, please email 
pouimette@turley.com.
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lb
$188

$249
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP.
SMOKED SHOULDER PICNIC 

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/18/25-9/24/259/18/25-9/24/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
HEAD ON, SHELL ON
16/20 COUNT 1.5 LB BAG ...................USDA INSP. 

GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

POPPY’S PIEROGIES 13 OZ BAG ....

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

$144USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ..............

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$199
lb

lb

$249
USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE -IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .............................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............. lb

lb
$299

$335

lb
$222

77¢

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAK ROAST

BEEF
TENDERLOINS

$649
lb

lb

$1199
lb

CUT
FREE

Energy management 
program

Roger Brooks presented 
the board with a draft of an 
authorization letter for the 
Massachusetts Energy In-
sight program. 

“It’s a program for energy 
efficiency that is processed 
through the Department of 
Energy Resources,” he said.

Brooks said the autho-
rization letter would grant 
them access a report that 
would provide past histor-
ic consumption of the ac-
counts, and put together a 
decarbonization/energy effi-
ciency program.

“It can also lead to other 
programs within the Mass 
Save/Energy Efficiency di-
vision at Mass DOER,” he 
said.

Brooks said the program 
they are looking at is grant 
funded through National 
Grid and Mass Save, and 
includes the towns of Athol, 
Royalston and Berlin as 
well as North Brookfield. 
He said there is no financial 
commitment from the town, 
and the grant is for a three-
year period.

The grant includes the 
evaluation of each town-
owned building for energy 
efficiency and consumption.

Brooks said since the 
School Department has 
the two largest buildings in 
town, the program would 
start there before expanding 
to other facilities including 
the Water Department.

“This is a real positive 
program for the town,” he 
said.

The board members 
agreed to sign the letter.

Senior Center survey
Board of Selectmen Clerk 

Ralph Kay said 1,141 sur-
veys were mailed to residents 
aged 60 and over regarding 
the Senior Center. He said 
so far, they have received 37 
responses back.

Kay also clarified that the 
North Brookfield Commu-
nity Food Collaborative and 
the Senior Center are two 
separate entities and not one 
organization.

“They’re not the same,” 
he said.

Grant award
Board of Selectmen 

Chair Jason Petraitis said 
the town was awarded a 
Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association Risk 

Management Award in the 
amount of $8,819.85 to cov-
er the cost of a lockout/tag-
out kit for the Sewer Depart-
ment, as well as confined 
space safe entry equipment.

He said the town received 
grant funding to cover the 
cost of training for a safety 
care trainer for dysregulated 
students in the school dis-

trict.
Surplus item auction

An online auction of sur-
plus items will be hosted by 
GovDeals.com/northbrook-
field starting Sept. 15 and 
running through Sept. 29. 
Items will be available to bid 
starting at 8 a.m. and the live 
auction will begin at 8 p.m. 
with five-minute staggering 

end times between auction 
items.

Surplus items include 
a 1947 Buffalo engine, a 
1994 pump truck, two Ford 
Crown Victorias, a 1995 
International with sander, 
76 lengths of firehose and 
more. 

Website change
The town is in the process 

of finding a new platform 
for its website, as the current 
platform is no longer a sup-
ported technology.

Upcoming agenda item
Petraitis said the board 

will be discussing the possi-
bility of shifting to quarterly 
invoices for the Sewer and 
Water departments at a fu-
ture meeting.

N BROOKFIELD
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“There’s a lost time from 
1929 to 1960,” Foyle said of 
the table’s whereabouts. “I 
have no idea where the ta-
ble was…it showed up when 
the Post first came into exis-
tence.”

The table was recently 
cleaned and restored by New 
Braintree craftsman and his-
tory enthusiast Samuel Bon-
neau.

Foyle said in speaking 
with Joseph, it was deter-
mined that cleaning and then 
sealing the wood with bees-
wax was the best way to pre-
serve the table.

Bonneau said he worked 
on the over 150 year old ta-
ble for about three weeks, 

carefully cleaning it to re-
move paint splatter and piec-
es of tape, and fix some of 
the scratches – all while still 
keeping the aged patina of 
the mahogany wood.

Bonneau, who was a dairy 
farmer turned carpenter, said 
while he isn’t an expert on 
historical restorations, he has 
worked on a number of vin-
tage pieces, including a 1700s 
French highboy, which took 
several months to complete. 

Bonneau spoke about the 
details of the table, includ-
ing the imagery inlaid on the 
sides of the table.

“The table has a lot of fine 
detail,” Bonneau said. “Who-
ever did it was a real artist. 
It’s one thing to be a wood-
worker; it’s another to be an 

artist.”

Foyle said the table has 
no identifying features that 
point to who the artist was 
who crafted it, but an inlay 
of a thistle plant gives clues 
that the table may have ties 
to someone with Scottish an-
cestry.

Foyle credited Bonneau 
for his time and care to re-
store the table while keeping 
it historically accurate. 

“He’s a common sense 
restorer,” Foyle said of Bon-
neau, who donated his ser-
vices to restore the table. 
“Sam was tremendously gen-
erous enough not to charge 
us.”

Foyle and VFW Com-
mander Arthur Deome 
presented Bonneau with a 
plaque thanking him for his 
work restoring the table and 
giving new life to a piece of 
the town’s history.

TABLE FROM PAGE 1

Jim Foyle read a citation presented to Samuel Bonneau (center) while VFW Post 3439 Commander Arthur Deome looked on.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
This photos shows one of the detailed inlays on the table.

A thistle plant inlay on the table could 
reference Scottish ties.

- community -
Free stress relief program offered at yoga studio Sept. 19

WARREN – The Cen-
tered Place in Warren is 
sponsoring a free Yoga for 
Stress Relief program Fri-
day, Sept. 19 from 7-8 p.m. 

The class will be taught 
by Swami Shrutananda, 
a yoga monk who resides 
at the Svaroopa® Vidya 
Ashram in Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania. She travels 
throughout the U.S., Cana-
da, Australia and Europe. 

Swami Shrutananda 

teaches yoga, meditation, 
yoga therapy and the sacred 
texts. She is a teacher trainer 
at the ashram.

Before becoming a monk, 
she was a research scientist.  
In those days, she was expe-
riencing physical pain from 
stress and pushing her body 
through extreme sports. 

She said, “I had a hard 
time finding meaning to my 
life…Yoga and meditation 
gave my body back to me, 

plus I have a quieter mind. 
My life now has meaning 
and more. It is ‘The More’ 
that has inspired me to teach 
others all the wonders that 
yoga promises.” 

Swami Shrutananda 
will discuss the causes and 
symptoms of stress. She will 
then lead you through a few 
user-friendly yoga poses. In 
just a few minutes, you will 
discover how easily you can 
reduce your stress. 

The yoga style she teaches 
(as does The Centered Place) 
is easily accessible and slow-
er-paced. Every pose is cus-
tomized to your individual 
needs. No previous yoga ex-
perience is required.

To register for this event, 
or for more information, 
email phil@thecentered-
place.com or call 413 436-
7374. 

Swami Shrutananda is 
also presenting a program 

from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 20. The pro-
gram gives you “an adult 
time-out” – an opportunity 
to stop the world for a day. 
Leave your worldly con-
cerns behind and bring a 
“new you” back into your 
life. There is a fee for this 
program.  For more infor-
mation, email phil@thecen-
teredplace.com or call 413-
436-7374.

The Centered Place yoga 

studio has served the local 
area since 1988. It was found-
ed by Nancy A Nowak, who 
co-directs and teaches along 
with her husband, Phil Mil-
grom. The studio was voted 
Best in Yoga by Sturbridge 
Times readers for several 
consecutive years before the 
magazine was discontinued. 

The physical address of 
the studio is 286 Bridge St. 
The web address is www.
thecenteredplace.com.

FLEA MARKET 
FROM PAGE 1

sale inside the church itself. 
Folks entered the church 
and saw three tables full 
of items that could use a 
new home.  All these items 
were donated to the church, 
and some items have been 
around for years. 

The idea of a tag sale 
started last year as the Flea 
Market is a fundraiser to 
benefit the First Congrega-
tional Church. 

In addition to the tag 
sale, the church also had a 
bake sale taking place inside. 
Guests also participated in 
a raffle. A handmade quilt 
was the raffle prize inside 
the church and was made by 
Mary Deotte. 

For all the items available 
at the tag sale, Murphy said 
“all of it” should go to a new 
home as the Flea Market 
goes on. 

Aside from attracting a 
variety of vendors, Murphy 
said the annual Flea Mar-
ket draws “so many people” 
from other communities to 
just shop, explore, and meet 
new people. 

There were several ven-
dors representing nonprofit 
organizations. One vendor 
that is a regular at the Flea 
Market supports Wickabo-
ag Lake. Another nonprofit 
organization that attended 

this year’s Flea Market is 
Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices. 

Terry Hall of the First 
Congregational Church was 
welcoming vendors at the 
common for set up. There 
were guests up early to get 

some shopping done at the 
Fea Market. Hall compli-
mented the vendors who 
showed up in this year’s 
market and got a sneak peak 
of some of the interesting 
items that were available. 

“A lot of interesting stuff  
this year,” Hall said.

The weather couldn’t 
have been more perfect this 
past Saturday as the sun 
shined over the common. 

The annual Flea Market 
on the common is a place 
where sellers of all kinds 
were welcome. There were 
flea folk, antique sellers, 
crafters, product vendors, 
and many who wanted to 
empty out basements and 
attics. 

The First Congregational 
Church appreciates the sup-
port from the community as 
they host the annual Flea 
Market. For more about the 
church and for future events, 
visit westbrookfieldcongre-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Get your holiday shopping done by going to the flea market. 

A quilt raffle took place inside the 
church. This quilt was handmade by 
Mary Deotte. 

A table of free stuff included radios, household items, and a doghouse. 
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United States. 
Various definitions were 

shared regarding how people 
from various nations make 
their way to the country. 
A migrant is a person who 
moves from one place to an-
other, either within their own 
country or internationally, 
for a variety of reasons in-
cluding work, family, educa-
tion, and seeking a better life. 

There are also refugees, 
asylum seekers, unaccom-
panied minors, DACA re-
cipients, and TPS. TPS is a 
temporary status protecting 
a person fleeing war, natural 
disaster or other disasters 
from deportation. 

There are various reasons 
why immigrants leave their 
homeland. Reasons include 
better economic opportu-
nities, pursuing education, 
reuniting with family, fleeing 
natural disasters, escaping 
discrimination, and overall 
looking for better quality of 
life. 

The history of immigra-
tion in the United States 
dates back to the 19th Cen-
tury, where the country saw 
huge numbers of immigrants 
come to America, mostly 
from Europe, Asia and Latin 
America. In this time, there 
was a lot of prejudice and 
hardship for folks of various 
nationalities who left their 
home in pursuit of a better 
life in the United States of 
America. 

Rivas came up to speak 
and shared a poem called 
“Home” by Warsan Shire. 
This poem explains the des-
peration that drives people 
to become refugees and leave 
their home country. This sto-
ry focuses on the struggles 
refugees and asylum seekers 
face after their own home-
land becomes dangerous to 
their way of life. An asylum 
seeker is a person who leaves 
their country due to strike 
and crosses on their own into 
another country and seeking 
safety. 

To try and answer the 
question of why there is a 

lot of undocumented immi-
grants in the United States, 
a statistical study in the pre-
sentation explains the cause. 
Many immigrants try to en-
ter the country legally, but 
due to immigration court 
backlog, it becomes challeng-
ing to be granted citizenship. 

According to the study, 
court backlog has doubled 
since 2021, increasing case-
loads to around 4,500 per 
judge. 

Another delay in the pro-
cess is the rules for immigra-
tion keep changing. With this 
information, these members 
of grassroots ask the public 
how they can figure out to 
help immigrants who are try-
ing to follow the rules and le-
gally enter the United States. 

von Bleicken came up to 
share the history of immi-
gration in the United States. 
Bleicken describes this as “a 
complicated history.” From 
1924 to the present, there 
have been a series of legisla-
tion regarding immigration. 
This historical synopsis was 
provided in the handout 

during the Grassroots Cen-
tral Mass presentation. 

For example, legislation 
was established during World 
War II to hire millions of 
workers in agriculture. The 
ability to cross the border 
legally to work on farms ex-
pired in 1964. 

In the 1980s, to humane-
ly curtail illegal immigration 
Ronald Reagan helped pass 
legislation, granting a path 
to citizenship for nearly three 
million people. However, ille-
gal immigration continued to 
rise through the 1990s. 

During the Joe Biden’s 
run as president, he reversed 
many policies first estab-
lished by the Trump Ad-
ministration and there was 
a large immigration surge in 
recent history. The average of 
legal and illegal immigration 
went up and was around 2.4 
million people per year for 
most of Biden’s term. 

Niles spoke on common 
myths and problematic mis-
conceptions regarding im-
migration. Niles shared sta-
tistics that help support the 

facts regarding immigrants 
who live in the United States. 

One fact listed is that im-
migrants contribute more 
in taxes than they receive 
in benefits. A graph Niles 
shared had a list of the num-
ber of immigrants per state 
that are paying taxes. 

Another fact Niles wanted 
to highlight is that non-citi-
zens are not allowed to vote 
in state or federal elections. 
This statement is in response 
to the listed common myth 
of undocumented immi-
grants vote illegally. 

Niles listed the due pro-
cess in the U.S. Constitu-
tion, related to the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendment. In 
his presentation, Niles men-
tioned he has many friends 
who have immigrated to the 
U.S. and feels folks from all 
walks of life make big con-
tributions and a difference in 
the communities they live in.

When it comes to im-
migrants, Niles believes we 
should “give them the same 
respect we give everyone.” 

Grassroots Central Mass 

gave a list of what folks can 
do to change the narrative of 
immigrants. The biggest one 
is exploring your own ances-
try and what prompted you 
family to migrate. Also, folks 
can connect with people who 
are new to the U.S. and learn 
about their journey and hear 
their stories of hope, resil-
ience, and their love for the 
country. 

Various sources were list-
ed for folks to learn more 
and better understand the 
reasonings for why immigra-
tion happens. There was also 
a list of pending legislation 
related to the rights of immi-
grants. 

Supporting organizations 
related to working on up-
holding the rights of immi-
grants include the Office of 
New Americans Worcester, 
MIRA Coalition, LUCE Im-
migrant Justice Network of 
Massachusetts, United We 
Dream, and much more. 

For more information 
about Grassroots Central 
Mass, visit www.grass-
rootscentralmass.org. 

GRASSROOTS
FROM PAGE 1

East Brookfield Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

18-23, the East Brookfield 
Police Department re-
sponded to 145 building/
property checks, 52 direct-
ed area patrols, 23 radar 
assignments, five traffic 
controls, 11 emergency 911 
calls, five citizen assists, 
one assist other agency, 
one investigation, one mo-
tor vehicle investigation, 
one disturbance, one fraud, 
one trespass, one fire/illegal 
burn, one safety hazard, 
one motor vehicle accident, 
six animal calls and 48 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of East Brookfield.

Monday, Aug. 18
2:04 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, High Rocks 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

8:23 a.m. Fraud, Connie 
Mack Drive, Report Taken

8:50 a.m. Investigation, 
Connie Mack Drive, Ar-
rest(s) Made

10:12 a.m. Trespass, 
Connie Mack Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

10:55 a.m. 911 Suspi-
cious Activity, Podunk 
Road, Services Rendered

12:07 p.m. Assist Cit-
izen, South Pond Road, 
Services Rendered

12:08 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Podunk Road, Investigated

2:18 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, East Main 
Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

6:41 p.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Pleasant 
Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

5:33 p.m. Fire/Illegal 
Burn, Harrington Street, 
Investigated

6:03 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Route 49, Services Ren-
dered

9:30 p.m. Disturbance, 
Connie Mack Drive, Re-
port Taken

Tuesday, Aug. 19
7:26 a.m. Traffic Con-

trol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:36 a.m. Radar, Podunk 
Road, Citation Issued

8:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

12:14 p.m. Suspicious 
Activity, West Main Street, 
Spoken To

5:28 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, West Sturbridge 
Road, Written Warning

6:30 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Harrington Street, 
Officer Handled

9:43 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Podunk Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 20
7:38 a.m. Traffic Con-

trol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

10:28 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

12:28 p.m. Traffic Con-
trol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

12:47 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

1:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

10:10 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Crash, West Main 
Street, Services Rendered

Thursday, Aug. 21
8:27 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Harrington 
Street, Services Rendered

11:02 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Podunk Road, Officer 
Handled

11:07 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:16 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:43 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:57 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

12:08 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 

Road, Citation Issued
12:21 p.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

12:32 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Maple Street, Ci-
tation Issued

12:47 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

1:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

1:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

6:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation 
Issued

8:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, 
Citation Issued

Friday, Aug. 22
8:20 a.m. Radar, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

8:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:54 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, South Pond 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

3:01 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Bridge Street, 
Transported to Hospital

3:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Howe Street, Services Ren-
dered

4:28 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Investigation, Rice 
Road, Report Taken

6:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, 
Citation Issued

10:36 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Arrest(s) Made

11:33 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

Saturday, Aug .23
10:30 a.m. Assist Citi-

zen, Connie Mack Drive, 
Officer Handled

12:04 p.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Connie Mack Drive, 
Officer Handled

6:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Register for Rotary’s annual TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk
STURBRIDGE – The 

Rotary Club of Stur-
bridge has announced that 
pre-registration is now 
open for its popular TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 
1K, and Fun Walk, which 
is slated to return on Sun-
day, Oct. 26, according to 
club president and race di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld.

“To pre-register for this 
year’s event, just go to 
getmeregistered.com, and 

type ‘Sturbridge’ in the 
search field in the upper 
right-hand corner,” said 
Hachfeld. Participants 
who pre-register by Oct. 21 
will get a free 2025 TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K 
T-shirt.

All activities begin at 
the OSV Education Center 
on Old Sturbridge Village 
Road (not to be confused 
with Old Sturbridge Village 
Academy at the main en-

trance to the village). Park-
ing will be available in the 
Education Center lot.

The family-friendly 
event offers two timed rac-
es, including a 5K Trail 
Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K 
Pre-Teen Run. In the spirit 
of the season, participants 
are encouraged to come in 
costume. The event also in-
cludes free children’s game 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Ed-
ucation Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run ($20 registration) 
starts at 9:15 a.m. This is 
for the 12 and under crowd, 
and the course is accessible 
for anyone with mobility 
challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run 
($35 registration) & Fun 
Walk ($30 registration) will 
start at 10 a.m. using Old 
Sturbridge Village Road 
and the Arbutus Park Trail 
in the Leadmine Moun-

tain Wildlife Conservation 
Lands.

An awards ceremony 
will follow at 11:15 a.m. 
starting with a competition 
for best Halloween costume 
for all registered runners 
and walkers. Judging will 
be by popular choice.

On-site registration will 
also be available starting at 
8:30 a.m. on the day of the 
race.

The Trek Sturbridge 

Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club fundraiser, with all 
profits going to the organi-
zation’s community needs 
projects. 

For additional infor-
mation, or to sign on as 
an event sponsor, email 
the race director at laserk-
laus@gmail.com. Or visit 
the Sturbridge Rotary Club 
website at https://sturbridg-
erotary.com.

Junior Senior High School 
and currently attends Mount 
Wachusett Community Col-
lege, participating in the 
school’s arts program. 

Sukharev was doing an 
art show at her high school 
and met Eva Brown, who 
is an advocate for the Town 
House. Brown inspired 
Sukharev to continue to 
show her artwork in the 
community. Soon, Sukharev 
thought of the idea to do-
nate her art to help benefit 
the Town House. 

This year she wanted to 
help again, and she will have 
a painting of Brookfield Or-
chards. Sukharev’s main art 
medium is paint, and her 
paintings consist of acrylic 
paint. Sukharev also does a 
lot of sketches using pencils. 
Sukharev raised $800 worth 
of raffles for the painting of 
the Town House. 

Sukharev will have her 
artwork displayed in a tent 
during the Fun Fest, where 
raffle tickets will be sold 

there. 
Sukharev is a triplet and 

has lived in North Brookfield 
for eight years. Her mother, 
Rebecca and her family are 
proud of her work and for 
her contributions to help 
support a beloved building 
in the community.

“Proud to see her contrib-
ute,” Rebecca Sukharev said. 

Sukharev will have prints 

of her work available during 
the Fall Family Fun Fest, 
taking place on Sept. 28, 
from 12pm - 4pm at Bike 
House Brewing, 31 East 
Brookfield Road. Friends 
of the North Brookfield 
Town House, Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization 
and its members are looking 
forward to this community 
event. 

FUN FEST FROM PAGE 1

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
A painting of the North Brookfield Town House created by Nadia Sukharev, 
which was donated for a raffle to help benefit the restoration of the Town House.

Second Chance’s Cruise for Critters
fundraiser takes place Sept. 20

MONSON – The 13th an-
nual Cruise for Critters will 
return to Westview Farms 
Creamery on Saturday, Sept. 
20, bringing together car lov-
ers, families, and animal ad-
vocates for a day of fun with 
a purpose.

The show is organized 
by longtime supporter Al 
Widlan, owner of Service 
Connection, who has devot-
ed more than a decade to 
turning his passion for cars 
into lifesaving support for 
pets in need. What began as 
a community car show has 
grown into a tradition that 
helps provide medical care 
and resources for pets across 
Massachusetts.

This year’s Cruise for 
Critters will feature an ex-
panded mix of attractions. 
Guests can browse a vendor 
fair, enjoy delicious bites 

from local food trucks, and 
of course, treat themselves 
to Westview’s famous home-
made ice cream. 

Families can also take 
part in fall favorites like 
pumpkin picking, wagon 
rides, and the farm’s corn 
maze. Live music from the 
Barberic Band will set the 
tone for a lively day that also 
includes raffles and more.

“Cruise for Critters make 
a real difference for pets who 
need a second chance,” said 
Lindsay Doray, Chief De-
velopment Officer at Second 
Chance. “We are so grate-
ful to Al, Westview Farms 
Creamery, and our commu-
nity for continuing to rally 
behind this event. Every car 
and every supporter help 
ensure pets get the care they 
deserve.”

The festivities run from 10 

a.m.-3 p.m. Spectators can 
attend free of charge, while 
car owners are encouraged 
to participate with a $20 en-
try fee per vehicle, with pro-
ceeds going directly to Sec-
ond Chance’s programs.

The event is proudly 
sponsored in part by Ted 
& Barbara Hebert of Ted-
dy Bear Pools & Spas, Em-
bie Industries, and TRM 
Knives. Local businesses and 
vendors interested in joining 
the cause can find sponsor-
ship and participation details 
at secondchanceanimals.org/
events/cruise.

A rain date is sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 27. 
Whether you come for the 
cars, the food, the music, or 
the mission, Cruise for Crit-
ters promises an unforgetta-
ble day in support of pets in 
need.
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Panthers, Cougars battle 
to 3-3 draw

WARREN – Last Mon-
day afternoon, Quabbin and 
Quaboag boys soccer battled 
it out at Quaboag’s home turf 
with the teams going back and 
forth before the game ended in a 
3-3 tie. For Quabbin, it was their 
first non-loss of the season and 
they followed it with their first 
win 6-1 over West Boylston on 
Sept. 9. For Quaboag, they are 
1-0-1 as they tied Quabbin and 
then defeated David Prouty last 
Wednesday 2-0.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Jacoby Dilling is pressured as he holds 
possession.

Christian Marshall goes after the loose ball.

Warriors boys soccer ties Wachusett in regular season game 
\By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

HOLDEN—The Tan-
tasqua boys’ varsity soccer 
team will finish the 2025 reg-
ular season with at least one 
scoreless tie for the third con-
secutive year.

The Warriors dominat-
ed the first 40 minutes of 
their non-league road match 
against Wachusett Regional 
on Saturday, Sept. 6, but they 
couldn’t put the ball into the 
back of the net.

Neither team scored af-
ter halftime and the contest, 

which was held at Hal Lane 
Field in Holden, ended in a 
0-0 draw. 

“We had a lot of scoring 
chances in the first half. One 
of our shots hit off the post. 
We also had a direct kick 
which went straight to their 
goalie,” said Tantasqua head 
coach Matt Guertin. “You’re 
never satisfied unless you 
win, but I thought the boys 
played very hard in today’s 
game.”

During the 2023 regular 
season, the Warriors played a 
scoreless tie at home against 
Nipmuc Regional in a non-

league match. They also 
played a 0-0 tie at Millbury 
last September.

Tantasqua finished the 
first week of the 2025 regular 
season with a 1-0-1 record. 
The Warriors kicked off the 
new season by posting a 4-0 
shutout victory at Shepherd 
Hill on September 2.

The Mountaineers (0-1-
1) lost, 1-0, in their season 
opener at Shepherd Hill two 
days later.

“When I looked at the 
score from Wachusett’s game 
against Shepherd Hill, I 
thought we would have a little 

bit of an advantage coming 
into today’s game,” Guertin 
said. “They’ve always been 
a very good soccer team, so 
I knew that this was going to 
be a hard fought battle.”

Because the Wachusett 
boys’ soccer team competes 
at the Division 1 level and 
Tantasqua is a Division 3 
team, the tie should give the 
Warriors extra points in the 
power rankings.

“Whenever we play teams 
like Wachusett, it makes us 
a much better team,” Guer-
tin added. “We’re hoping to 
qualify for the Division 3 

state tournament and win a 
league title.”

The Warriors used to be 
members of the Southern 
Worcester County League. 

The SWCL, along with 
the Colonial Athletic League, 
Dual Valley Conference, 
Inter-High, and Worcester 
County Athletic Conference, 
disbanded at the end of the 
2024-25 school year. The 
34 high schools from those 
leagues have joined the newly 
created Central Massachu-
setts Athletic Conference. It’s 
very similar to the Mid-Wach 
League, which is made up of 

several different Divisions.     
The Warriors boys’ soc-

cer team are members of the 
CMAC A. The other four 
teams in the CMAC A are 
Worcester South, Doherty, 
Sutton, and Blackstone Val-
ley Tech.

“All of the teams in our 
new league are very good,” 
Guertin said. “It’s a pow-
erhouse Division. We’ll be 
playing the other teams in 
CMAC A twice.” 

The other teams listed 
on the Warriors regular sea-

Quabbin and Quaboag 
girls end in tie

See WARRIORS PAGE 8

Greyson Mullins makes a stop on de-
fense.

Reese Miner passes up the field.

Connor Sray goes after the loose ball. Joseph Cook tries to settle the ball.

WARREN – Last Mon-
day evening under the lights 
at Quaboag Regional High 
School, both Quabbin and 
Quaboag managed a goal in 
1-1 draw, making it two ties 
in the doubleheader between 
the two schools. Quabbin 
improved to 2-1-1 on the 
season. Quabbin defeated 
West Boylston 3-1 last Tues-
day afternoon. Quaboag is 
2-2-1 so far. The Cougars 
defeated Bay Path 2-1 last 
Wednesday and lost to Ux-
bridge last Friday 7-0.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Maya Putnam is pursued as she heads up the field. Brielle Gerulaitis makes a throw-in.

Allie Lipiec tries to pass ahead of an 
oncoming opponent.

Sadie Kennan is pressured by a pair of Cougars.

Gabriella Riandeau is pressured by a pair of Quabbin defenders.

Julia Queiroga gets a foot on the loose ball.
Ailey Majay tries to steal the ball away.
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LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop
5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

2 INSURANCE

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. 
(Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

7

• BUSINESS 
• AUTO 
• HOME 

• LIFE

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West St.

413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main St.
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

son schedule are Leicester, 
Nashoba Regional, Auburn, 
Nipmuc, Grafton, Worcester 
North, Marlborough, and 
Northbridge.

In last Saturday’s match, 
Tantasqua sophomore goalie 
Brayden O’Keefe only had to 

make six saves in posting his 
second consecutive shutout.  

“Brayden plays for a high 
level club team during the 
offseason,” Guertin said. “He 
always makes very good deci-
sions. This is his second shut-
out of the season. He played 
very well in today’s game.”  

O’Keefe, who became 

the Warriors starting goal-
ie during the middle of last 
season, plays for a Western 
United Pioneers soccer team, 
which is based in Ludlow. 

The Warriors senior cap-
tains are Randy Guzman-Pe-
rez, Andrew Ticlea, Cole Pat-
tee, and Logan Oko.

The other senior listed on 

the Warriors varsity roster is 
Todd Derose.

One of Tantaqua’s best 
scoring chances against Wa-
chusett took place during the 
14th minute of the opening 
half. Sophomore Jake De-
Long fired a wide open shot 
attempt that deflected off the 
left post. Wachusett senior 

goalie Noah Miller tried to 
make the save, but the ball 
bounced over the end line re-
sulting in a corner kick.

The Warriors failed to 
convert on all eight of their 
corner kicks during the open-
ing half.

A little more than ten 
minutes into the second half, 

a free kick taken by Pattee 
sailed high over the crossbar.

During the 63rd minute, 
Oko made a crossing pass to 
Pattee, who put a low shot 
on goal which was saved by 
Miller.

Neither team could break 
the deadlock during the final 
15 minutes of regulation. 

WARRIORS FROM PAGE 7

Town of West Brookfield – 
Snow Removal Contractor Wanted

Seeking contractors or individuals 
with a 6-wheel truck, 9’ plow, and 2–3 CY spreader 
for snow & ice removal for the 2025–2026 season

Details and application available at: 
wbrookfield.com/highway-department

Questions? Call (508) 867-1417 or 
email Anne agarwood-hampp@wbrookfield.com

or Jim jdaley@wbrookfield.com

 Town of Warren 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator / Mechanic Position

JOB OPENING
The Warren Sewer Department is seeking a full-time Operator/Mechanic. 

This full-time position is five consecutive days a week, which may include Saturdays and/or 
Sundays, overtime, holidays, and mandatory paid on-call. A generous benefit package is 

available including health insurance in which the Town pays 75% of the premium.  
Requirements: HS Graduate: preferably 3 years’ experience in the operation and mechanic of 
a wastewater treatment facility or any equivalent combination of education and mechanical 
experience will be considered. Must obtain a Grade 4 or higher Massachusetts Wastewater 
Treatment Plant License within the first six months of employment. Must possess a valid 

driver’s license and a clean driving record. Potential for advancement and growth.

The pay scale ranges from $24.78 to $35.00/hour based on relative work experience, 
educational background, and professional licenses.

Resumes and Cover letters will be accepted until the position is filled.  
Please forward your resume and cover letter to the Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, 

townadministrator@warren-ma.gov 
or mail to 48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083-0609.

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
8 FT. MINUTE MOUNT FISHER 
PLOW, new 5/8” cutting bar, remote in-
cluded. $800. Call 413-388-5854.

NEW TOTAL GYM out of box. All ac-
cessories. Paid $1100. Will sell for $300. I 
screen calls. Will call you back. 413-436-
9521.

TAG SALE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26 AND SATURDAY, 
SEPT. 27, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 63 
Walker Rd., Wales. Antiques, furniture, 
plants, arts, rare finds.

We have a TON of items, including new and 
used clothing, shoes, coats, home decor, 
kitchen supplies (dishes, serving platters, 
etc.), chandeliers, laptops, and dog sup-
plies (clothing, collars, etc.), board games, 
wood, tents and camping gear, and many, 
many, many other things. FREE chicken 
coops and misc supplies!!!! Clothing: XS-
XXL Female Shoes: 7.5-8.5 

20 Burleigh Rd. 
Hampden, MA 01036 

Sept. 13-14, 20-21, 27-28
10am-5pm 

Sept. 15-19, 22-26 10am-2pm 
Other times by Appt. Rain or Shine 

Call/text Ellie @ 413-531-5026
for questions and appointments.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more. 

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
 ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES. 
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter 
repair. Contact for your free consultation 
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Now is the time to get your AC, Heat-
ing & Water Heater cleanings before the 
winter. 413-275-4408

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

TOWN OF WARE 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR/

TRUCK DRIVER 
Duties include but not limited to: Oper-
ating various types of motorized vehicles, 
snow and ice removal equipment and other 
misc. equipment. Participate in snowplow-
ing, road sanding, snow and ice removal, 
hazardous materials mitigation, and natu-
ral disasters. Assisting with preparation of 
trucks and other equipment for different 
seasonal jobs including repairing and 
maintaining sanders and snowplows; re-
pairing roadways, sidewalks, and other sur-
face areas and drainage structures. 
Qualifications: A high school graduate 
or equivalent, experience in the operation 
of construction equipment, road mainte-
nance, drainage installation, and operation 
of power equipment and snow plowing, 
Class B CDL License with Air Brake en-
dorsement required.  All applicants must 
pass a criminal background/CORI check 
and a pre-employment physical including 
drug testing. Hourly rate range: $23.32-
$25.26.  
Submit resume to: 

Town of Ware 
ATTN: Human Resources 

126 Main Street  
Ware, MA 01082

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light 
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space 
available. Large yard/outdoor parking 
available. Location: 1317 Federal St., 
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY TIL’ YOU SEE US!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$679,900  

• 4 bedrooms
• 2.50 baths
• 4 fireplaces
• New Septic System
• Christopher Peacock Cabinets
• 3 car garage

28 North Main St.
West Brookfield

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

MACINTOSHMACINTOSH

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

HONEYCRISP & PEACHES HONEYCRISP & PEACHES 
NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

2026 Collette Vacations 
- Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications


