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Brookfield's first inhabitants

Speakers discuss Native American
roots in the community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

BROOKFIELD - After
King Philips War, Native
Americans seemed to disap-
pear from this area, at least in
history books.

“That’s not the case’
Brookfield Historical Commis-
sion member Donald Faugno
said at a program hosted by the
Commission at the Brookfield
Congregational Church last
month.

Faugno, along with a panel
of featured speakers, explored
the history of Native Ameri-
cans in Brookfield and beyond,
to an audience that filled every
pew in the church.

The program was dedicated
to the late Robert Wilder, who
spent decades mapping early
Brookfield and the towns of
the original Quaboag Planta-
tion. In commemoration of

See NATIVE | PAGE 6
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Lorenzo, James and Alfred Hazard are listed on Brookfield’s Civil War memorial, serving in the 5th Calvary, an all-Black unit. Re-

search has indicated that the Hazards were Native American and that a fourth family member also fought in the Civil War. TURLEY
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Artists
create ‘For
the Love
of Color’

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Last Friday, artists Cruger
Johnson Phillips and Susan
Tilton Pecora celebrated the
opening of their shared art
exhibition, “For the Love of
Color”, at West Brookfield
Art & Frame.

This is the fourth show
featuring local artists held
at West Brookfield Art &
Frame this year, and “For
the Love of Color” will be on
display through September.

Phillips, a resident of
Brookfield, lived in Con-
necticut for many years be-
fore retiring here and starting
her new journey as an artist.
When she moved to the area,
Phillips pursued her desire to

See ARTISTS | PAGE 13

Deep Roots hosted singer

and songwriter contest

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

STURBRIDGE - Deep
Roots Distillery set the stage
for a singer and songwriter
contest over the course of the
summer, ending with the finale
this past weekend.

Contests took place on June
24, July 29, Aug. 19, with the
finale on Sept. 9. Hosted by
Amanda Meli and David Her-
rera, the finalists of each event
met for one final performance
in front of three judges and
to have an opportunity to win
three different prizes.

Seven finalists arrived at
Deep Roots Distillery to per-
form their songs. Each singer/
songwriter got to perform two

See CONTEST | PAGE 8

Shawn Crimmins was the winner of the

recorded music video with RyGuy Digital.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt”

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd.

Auditions for Gateway Player’s
‘Christmas Shorts’ Sept. 17 and 19

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

SOUTHBRIDGE - To get
into the holiday spirit, Gate-
way Players Theatre is hosting
auditions for their upcoming

holiday production of “Christ-
mas Shorts”.

Auditions will be held in the
Fellowship Hall of Elm Street
Congregational Church, 61
Elm St. There will be two audi-
tions, on Sunday, Sept. 17 and

Tuesday, Sept. 19, both from
6-8 p.m.

The cast for the play in-
cludes both youth roles ages
10 and older, and adults. The
two auditions will include cold

See AUDITIONS | PAGE 13

Brookfield’s 350th parade route for Sept. 17

BROOKFIELD - Brook-
field’s 350th parade will be
staged on the West End of
Mill Street and the Highway
Barn beginning at 10:30 a.m.
on Sunday, Sept. 17.

The parade will start at
exactly noon.

The parade will leave
Mill Street, travel up Pleas-
ant Street to Central Street

- then turn right to Route 9,
left on Route 9 to Common
Street, then left on Common
Street then Left on Central
Street.

Judges will be in front of
the Town Hall. Parade will
proceed right on Pleasant
Street back to the Highway
Barn/Mill Street

Mill Street will be closed

beginning at 10:30 a.m.

Once the parade gets to
the end of Central Street,
traffic on Route 9 will detour
onto Maple Street until the
parade ends - approximately
two hours.

Once the parade starts,
Pleasant Street and Central
Street will be closed to traf-
fic. Please plan accordingly.

BEERGARDEN

at F;lr.p_\r'r HMakt's

CRAFT BEER, CIDER, &/SELT:

Raise a Glass to our Pop-Up

Beer Garden

Saturday September 16, 2023

12:00 - 8:00 PM

Join us at our pop-up beer garden for a refreshing
experience at the farm. Savor locally crafted beer,
cider, and seltzer infused with local ingredients and

great live music.
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Cruise for Critters car show benefits Second Chance

MONSON - The engines are revving, the
excitement is palpable, and the countdown
has begun for the much-anticipated Cruise
for Critters to Westview Farms Creamery on
Saturday, Sept. 23.

Now in its 11th year, this beloved car
show, proudly sponsored by Service Connec-
tion of Monson, is set to once again make
a meaningful impact on the lives of pets in
need at Second Chance Animal Services.

Service Connection owner, Al Widlan,
has championed this remarkable event for
over a decade, rallying car enthusiasts and
compassionate hearts alike to come togeth-
er for a worthy cause. As the wheels of time
turn, Cruise for Critters continues to shine
a light of hope for furry companions across
Massachusetts.

Widlan enthusiastically invites car aficio-
nados to join in the festivities and revel in a
day of fun at a fantastic venue.

This year’s Cruise for Critters promises
an array of fall-themed activities for attend-
ees of all ages. A captivating vendor fair will
offer a treasure trove of unique finds and is

expected to be the largest Cruise for Critters
vendor fair to date. The much-loved Hal-
loween Barktacular kids” games will be back
thanks to dedicated Second Chance volun-
teers who are gearing up to provide an unfor-
gettable experience for children and families
alike.

Lindsay Doray, Chief Development Offi-
cer of Second Chance Animal Services, ex-
tends her heartfelt gratitude to Service Con-
nection and Westview Farms Creamery for
their unwavering commitment to the welfare
of pets.

As economic challenges and uncertain-
ties persist, many pet owners find themselves
facing difficult decisions. The choice between
parting ways with a cherished pet and strug-
gling to provide proper care is a heavy bur-
den to bear.

Doray emphasizes that the funds raised
through this event directly contribute to Sec-
ond Chance’s vital programs that make a
tangible difference within the local pet-lov-
ing community.

The festivities are set to kick off at 10

a.m. and continue until 3 p.m., encompass-
ing great food and ice cream and an assort-
ment of fall-inspired attractions that West-
view Farms Creamery is renowned for. From PHONE
pumpkin picking to navigating through a 413.967.3505
corn maze, a delightful autumn adventure Fax: 413.967.6009
awaits every guest. Subscriptions: 413.283.8393
Live music by Spare Parts will provide the EMAIL
perfect soundtrack for the day, while the al- Advertising Sales
lure of enticing raffle prizes beckons attend- Dan Flgnn
ees to try their luck. dfiynn@turley.com
Organizers extend a warm invitation to
local businesses and vendors, calling upon Tim Mara
them to unite in support of pets in need. In- tmara@turley.com
formation on sponsorship opportunities and .
becoming a vendor can be found at second- Editor
g Paula Ouimette
chanceanimals.org/events/cruise. pouimette@turley.com
The event will welcome spectators free of
charge. Car enthusiasts are encouraged to WEB
take part in the show by contributing a $20 www.quaboagurrent turley.com
entry fee per vehicle, with every dollar ear-
marked for the betterment of pets’ lives. B @quaboagCurrent
A rain date has been set for Saturday,

Sept. 30.

The Quaboag Current
newspaper is published by

Turley Publications, Inc. ® www.turley.com

VETE RAN S DAY SALUTE

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr.

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU
FOR SCHOOL START!

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA,
Paid holidays.
Work the school schedule,
split shifts.

JP MCCARTHY BUS

| 1 email jobs@mccarthybus.com
text or call 413-544-8737
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Nadia Sukharev paints the North Brookfield Town House

NORTH BROOKFIELD - Simply being a trip-
let with an identical sister and brother is enough to
make a person standout, but Nadia Sukharev is also
a talented artist willing to put herself “out there” by
contributing her creative ability to raise money for the
restoration of the North Brookfield Town House.

When asked why she spent a good part of the sum-
mer before her senior year at North Brookfield Junior/
Senior High School painting a portrait of the iconic
white building in the center of her town, Sukharev
answered that painting the Town House to be used as
a Friends of the Town House Oktoberfest raffle prize
was a challenge for her.

It was a subject that she had not done previously,
but she felt that it would be a good way to start intro-
ducing her art to the community.

“I felt good about donating the painting because
the proceeds will be going to a very good cause — the
renovation of the North Brookfield Town House. I
also liked the idea of someone outside of my family
owning a piece of my art,” she said in a press release. “I
view this as a wonderful development for me.”

About a year and a half ago, Sukharev underwent
neurosurgery and for several months was unable to at-
tend school. Her recovery was challenging to say the
least.

Although she continues to have severe migraines,
Sukharev works hard to show up and do her best every

This painting by Nadia Sukharev features her beloved cat, Fox.

Nadia Sukharev paints the North Brookfield Town House. The painting
will be raffled off at the Friends of the Town House Oktoberfest on Sat-
urday, Sept. 30.

day. She dedicates much of her time to creating art, a
talent she has honed with little formal training.

Art is her favorite subject and Sukharev loves all
forms including drawing, painting, sketching, print
making, ceramics, and digital art. After high school
she would like to go to college and is also considering
art school.

Her hobbies include photography, thrifting, and
traveling. She really likes cats and spends time enjoying
her pets, especially her orange tabby named Fox.

Sukharev has completed her painting of the Town
House and the raffle prize is presently being profes-
sionally framed.

The winner of the Town House painting will be an-
nounced on Saturday, Sept. 30 at the Oktoberfest at
Common Ground Ciderworks. But it is not necessary
to be present at the event from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. to qual-
ify.

Raffle tickets are on sale now at the cost of one for
$5 and three for $10. Individuals interested in pur-
chasing tickets in advance can email friends@nbtown-
house.com with their contact information or call Mau-
reen Caramiello at 508-596-3582.

e

High school senior Nadia Sukharev displays her completed painting of
the North Brookfield Town House. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Cultural Council accepts
applications until Oct. 17

BROOKFIELD - The Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil is now accepting grant applications.

Grant applications are available online at www.
massculturalcouncil.org. The deadline for applying is
Oct. 17.

Organizations, schools, individuals are invited to
apply for funding for events and programs that will
benefit the Brookfield community.

The Brookfield Cultural Council is part of a net-
work of 329 Local Cultural Councils serving all 351
cities and towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC
Program 1is the largest grassroots cultural funding
in the nation, supporting thousands of communi-
ty-based projects in the arts, sciences, and humanities
every year.

The state legislature provides an annual appropri-
ation to Mass Cultural Council, a state agency which
then allocates funds to each community.

Benefit for

Dana-Farber
W Cancer Institute

0 Jimmy Fund

FESTIVAL

Veterans Field

Monson, Massachusetts

September 16, 2023 « Noon to 10:00 pm
$10 per person « $5 Military/Senior « Children under 12 Free

The 2023 Food Truck
& Music Festival

is one day event featuring
three awesome bands, Cooper Jones,
Savage Brothers and Trailer Trash.
Great food, beer & wine garden.
Wine slushies, domestic and
craft beers will be available.
Inflatables, face painting, corn hole,
games, Magic Show. And two
$500 lottery ticket basket drawings.
Loads of fun for everyone, invite your
friends and family, bring your lawn
chairs or blankets and dance all day.

Jordyn Doyle, Local Performer
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Things to consider
when overwintering
your favorite herbs

t’s getting to be “that time,” where we
Imust concede that summer is winding
down.

What comes next? Frost and then a sea-
son of rest!

But there is much to do before then, espe-
cially if you have herbs that you'd like to dig
up and overwinter inside.

At Old Sturbridge Village we dig up Rose-
mary, Bay, Lemon Verbena and many more
tender plants. At home I am getting my own
collection of plants that I too must dig up if
I want to save my investment.

Over time, I have ended up with some very
good sized specimens. Overwintering these
biggies can prove to be challenging space-
wise, but they make such a statement in the
garden I look forward to the hassle of dig-
ging them up and keeping them alive during
the offseason.

Before the interpreters dig up the plants,
I always ask that they give the plants a good
bath to cut down on the number of insects
that will be brought into the greenhouse. For
the home gardener this is equally important.

I say “bath” because my pesticide of choice
is a natural and fairly benign one - made of
potassium salts of fatty acids (soap) that
weaken the insect’s outer shell and cause de-
hydration. It is sprayed on leaves and stems
until they are soaked, and can be reapplied
every 7-10 days as needed.

This product is especially effective on in-
sects that make their home on herbs and
houseplants:  whitefly, aphids and mealy
bugs.

Once the insects have been eradicated, it
is time to get out the shovel and get to work
digging up and repotting the plants. As men-
tioned, it’s amazing at how large some of
them can become after only a few months in
the ground.

It is important to salvage as much of the
root ball as possible to minimize the shock
of being potted up. To do this, position your
shovel along the “drip line” of the plant and
dig straight down, completely around its cir-
cumference.

After you’ve made your way around, get
your shovel underneath and lift. Have a pot
ready - one that is an inch or two bigger than
the root ball is sufficient, and will allow for
minimal winter growth.

My container of choice is always plastic,
but glazed pottery is fine, although it is heavy.
I steer clear of clay; it dries out too quickly.

I usually put a couple of inches of moist
potting soil into the container, set the plant
and then fill in with more as needed before
watering well. Oftentimes I leave the plants
outside until a frost threatens, then I bring
them in and back out until the weather turns
decidedly cold.

Perhaps the most cherished of all tender
herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus officinalis),
the herb of remembrance. The key to grow-
ing it successfully indoors is “cool but sunny.”

My new old house affords me many such
microclimates. If you aren’t as lucky, try for
a sunny window away from dry heat, in other
words far from heat vents, etc.

My mudroom runs at about 50 degrees
but has decent sunlight. Win-win!

See GARDEN | PAGES5
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JUST IN CASE  \
THE HURRICANE

Guest Column

Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance

Addiction Recovery

The simple things I did every
day to keep me sober!

By Suzanne Yerdon Lewandowski, M.Ed.
30 years sober, 28 years without smoking,
24 years eating disorder free

Recovery from addiction is hard. Very
hard!

I thought I’'d be different when I first
emerged from treatment.

The alcohol was out of my system, and
I felt great. I didn’t need therapy or groups.
Not me!

Just let me go on with my life. I relapsed
the very next day — just needed enough vod-
ka to take off the edge.

Needed that relief every day until I re-
turned to detox two years later. A few days
out — relapse again.

A year later, after a 12-hour black-out, I
knew I had to change!

Addictions break up families, wreak hav-
oc on finances, traumatize children, and
create homelessness, joblessness, and often
court-ordered restrictions.

The stress in early recovery is intense.

There are so many things in which you
have no control and overwhelming feelings
can send you into relapse. It is important to
focus on what you can do, that very minute,
when intense cravings invade your mind.

I now have the luxury of looking back
on my long and complicated journey. There
are simple, yet interconnected suggestions
which can be done on a moment’s notice
while awaiting resolution of the “big stuft”
such as regaining a license, finding a job,
paying off fines, etc.

They will provide a sense of accomplish-
ment that is vital in early recovery.

Sleep is essential in early recovery, espe-
cially during withdrawal, so the brain and
body can begin to repair the disrupted cir-
cuitry. Going to bed at the same time every
night will help your set a routine.

Eat a healthy diet and stay hydrated; both
physical and mental health improve from a
balanced diet.

Add exercise into your schedule to release
endorphins and reduce stress. Movement
also helps reshape your brain by decreasing
anxiety, improving mood, and increasing
quality sleep.

Take a hike and improve cardio-respi-
ratory fitness. Additionally, creative juices
flow more freely and brainpower increases.
Uneven terrain will improve your balance.
Scents, sounds and sights of nature have a

calming effect on the mind.

Build connections with others to reduce
loneliness and isolation. Having a support
system, such as sober friends, counselling,
and AA will reduce chances of relapse.

Rediscover past interests or create new
passions. Hobbies improve emotional well-
ness by relieving stress and reducing emo-
tional triggers.

Speaking of routine, create one. Get up
at the same time every morning, even if you
are not working.

Move. Stretch. Eat breakfast. Take a
walk.

Recommendations one through four
within the first hour or two. Then fill in your
day making connections and going to meet-
ings.

These tips can help keep you even-keel
through this challenging journey of absti-
nence. For me however, sobriety truly pro-
gressed into sustainable recovery when I
integrated #6 into daily life — rediscovered
past interests.

My final sobriety came in the garden. De-
spite almost three decades of addiction, my
athletic ability, creativity, and love for the
outdoors had never left me; these became
the building blocks for my new foundation.

As I faced life on life’s terms, I filled in
pieces one day at a time. The picture of my
future puzzle was evolving.

Within six years 1 had become strong
enough to quit smoking and end the eating
disorder.

Years later I found my recovery so aptly
encapsulated by Marilyn Barrett, author of
“Creating Eden: The Garden as a Healing
Place.”

“Come into the garden with me. Don’t
worry about not knowing your way: Your
heart remembers, even if your head has for-
gotten. When you were small and first had
time to create your dreams, you were at one
with the earth you played in and with each
leaf, bird, and cloud you saw. This is the gar-
den to which I invite you to return.

Imagine a place to which you can bring
stress, sorrow, loneliness, and confusion
and from which you can leave with a sense
of resolution, understanding, and calm.
Imagine a place where you can express your
own unique nature, create beauty, grow pure
food, and gain control over your life. In my
life, the garden has been such a place.”

Marilyn so aptly wrote that the garden is
a place for “clearing away anger, confusion,
and pain, the trash of the past.” She added
this clearing “is a prerequisite to achieving
inner peace, balance and harmony” and
people “must sort through the emotional

See ADDICTION | PAGES
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Church hosts tag sale Sept. 23

NORTH BROOKFIELD - A tag sale will be held
at Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North
Main St., on Saturday, Sept. 23 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

There will be plants (indoor and outdoor), puz-
zles, books, clothes, kid’s stuff, kitchen and household
items, treasures, and more. Name your own price.

The rain date is Sept. 30.

GARDEN | FROM PAGE 4

Bay tree (Laurus nobilis) is another favorite and
can be grown right through the winter with little or
no coddling provided it is given medium to bright
light and consistent watering. Do be on guard for the
waxy-looking scale insect; one giveaway is leaves cov-
ered in a sticky, shiny sap called honey dew.

Try to “Q-tip” individual insects with rubbing al-
cohol or use insecticidal soap or horticultural oil to
smother larger infestations. If the bugs have been ac-
tive for a while, sooty mold may have formed.

This thick, black coating will likely need to be
scrubbed off leaf by leaf to allow the plant to photo-
synthesize properly.

To have success overwintering scented geraniums
(Pelargonium spp.) indoors, situate them in bright
light where daytime temperatures are 65-70 degrees,
and night temps are in the 50s. Fertilize every other
month during the fall and winter.

Smaller leaved varieties will be easier to manage;
large leaved cultivars will get top-heavy quickly- take
terminal or “tip” cuttings of these instead.

Lemon Verbena (Aloysia triphylla) may start out
looking great, but a month or so into indoor culture
will likely begin to lose its leaves. Fear not, leaf drop is
completely normal and to be expected!

You may be tempted to throw it out; instead, po-
sition in a sunny spot, water as needed and await new
growth in the spring.

I hope this has provided you with the necessary in-
formation to extend the lifespan of your tender herbs.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 31 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

* PAINTING & @;’
REMODELING =,

ARMAND A. THIBERT
DECORATING
(413) 245-7181

* INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
* RENOVATIONS &
Wallpapering All Types ¢ Holland Rd., Wales, MA

OPPORTUNITY

newspaper
correspondent

Turley Publications seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or
feature stories of local interest for various towns
and cities.
e Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com
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EAST BROOKFIELD - The East Brookfield
Senior Center will be hosting an educational pre-
sentation on Wednesday, Sept. 20 at 1 p.m. at the
senior center located at 126 Pleasant St., for current
beneficiaries and for those who will soon be eligible
for Medicare.

The information is specific to Massachusetts.
The session will run from 1 to 1.5 hours, including
time for questions.

The presentation will be conducted by Ed Spa-
ter, a licensed Insurance agent, who will explain the

Medicare 101 educational event Sept. 20

basics of Medicare including:

. Why it’s important to evaluate your cur-
rent Medicare coverage each year
. The pros and cons of each of your Medi-

care coverage options

. What to consider when deciding which
Medicare coverage option is right for you

. Ways to save money and get better Medi-
care coverage in 2024

For accommodations of persons with special
needs at meetings, call 774-271-5199 or 711 for
TTY callers.

ADDICTION | FROM PAGE 4

rubble of the past they have inherited, and they must
get to the roots of attitudes and behavior patterns
that have stunted their growth.”

Now is a great time to be outside to deal with “the
trash of the past” by remembering your strengths,
create a mindful place, and build resilience for your
recovery journey. Try interweaving the different
therapies (see below) into your puzzle when you feel
stuck or restless.

Volunteering is another way to experience differ-
ent options while learning new skills! This is how I
found that special spark ignited new passions and a
life that surpassed any dreams.

Animal-Assisted Therapy has been shown to re-
duce feelings of depression, anxiety, aggression,
loneliness, while increasing a sense of calm and un-
conditional affection. Caring for an animal helps
with feelings of purpose and responsibility.

Art therapy helps patients express their emotions,
improve self-esteem, manage addictions, relieve
stress, improve symptoms of anxiety and depression
and cope with recovery.

Horticultural therapy helps improve memory,
cognitive abilities, task initiation, language skills, and
socialization.

Music helps in addiction recovery in many ways;
it boosts motivation, confidence, and self-expression
while reducing physical pain and stress. Additionally,
music helps with the emotional pain of past trauma
when releasing repressed emotions that arise in so-
briety.

The Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance
https://qghsua.org/; is a regional coalition serving
local communities located in Hampshire, Hamp-
den, and Worcester Counties — the towns of Barre,
Belchertown, Brimfield, Brookfield, Hardwick, Hub-
bardston, Holland, Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Oakham, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware,
Warren, and West Brookfield. Join them by going
to their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
QHSUA/ or website, www.ghsua.org.

If you or a loved one needs help for substance
abuse, call the statewide helpline at 1-800-327-5050
(TTY: 1-800-439-2370); the phoneline is open 24
hours a day, seven days a week; you can also go to
the website at: https://hub.helplinema.org/findhelp.

SPONSORED BY THE

CLOWNING FOR KIDZ FOUNDATION

Meeting the N€€PS

of Chilbreny

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023

9am-2pm
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RT. 32, WEST STREET, WARE, MA 01082
SHOW IS OPEN TO ALL MAKES AND MODELS
TROPHIES FOR THE TOP 30 VEHICLES « MUSIC « FOOD
MORE INFO CONTACT: JIM ALLARD AT 413-250-8599

e,

WWW.CLOWNINGFORKIDZFOUNDATION.ORG
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STURBRIDGE - Prior to the floods
of 1955 and the subsequent erection of
flood control dams on the Quinebaug
River, the Westville area of Sturbridge/
Southbridge was a vibrant industrial
area.

In Sturbridge Historical Society’s up-
coming program on Thursday, Sept. 21,
“Stories from the Flats”, Brian Phelps
discusses the history of local industries
including the Litchfield Shuttle Compa-
ny, Prest-Wheel Inc., and Snell Augur
Co. He also includes Westville families’
stories, maps, and photos.

Phelps is a native of Stafford Springs,
a graduate of Quinnipiac College, an

The Quaboag Current « www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com |
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Brian Phelps explores
‘Stories From the Flats’

Air Force veteran, and a State of New
Hampshire retiree.

He has volunteered for the Army
Corps of Engineers for eight years. In
that role he has been tasked with orga-
nizing a history project for the towns of
Southbridge, Sturbridge, Brimfield, and
Fiskdale. His focus is to document the
people’s lives during the time period be-
fore the 1955 flood.

The Sturbridge Historical Society
invites the public to join them for this
discussion on Thursday, Sept. 21 at 7
p.m., generously hosted by the Publick
House.

Tour of Sturbridge Common
to be held Sept. 23

STURBRIDGE - The Sturbridge
Historical Society presents A Tour of
the Historic Sturbridge Common on
Saturday, Sept. 23 at 10 a.m.

The town Common has been a cen-
tral part of Sturbridge since its incor-

poration in 1738. This walk will explore
the history of the Common through its
built environment.

Meet at the Gazebo on the Common.
Rain cancels.

To register, call or text 508-864-6319.

0ld Sturbridge Village receive
$7,000 from Webster Five

AUBURN — The Webster Five Foun-
dation donated $7,000 to Old Sturbridge
Village to support their Educational
Outreach to Webster Public Schools.

In the 2023-2024 school year alone,
584 students from Webster Public
Schools will visit OSV with support
from the grant.

OSV is a leader in museum education
and living history interpretation, offer-
ing a recreated 1830s village brought to
life through costumed historians, 40+
preserved buildings, working farm and
mills, historical objects and exhibitions.
Annually, nearly 200,000 diverse visitors
are engaged, including 40,000 school
children.

“We are so grateful for Webster
Five and their generous donation,” said
James Donahue, president and CEO,
Old Sturbridge Village in a press release.
“This gift will allow us to continue edu-
cating and providing memories for the
kids in our community.”

“Unique destinations like Old Stur-
bridge Village are part of what make
Worcester County so special,” said Don
Doyle, president and CEO, Webster
Five. “Webster Five is happy to support
OSV in providing local students with
this immersive cultural experience.”

Since its inception in 1996, the Foun-
dation has awarded $3,863,508 to 290
organizations.
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the town’s 350th anniversary, Wilder’s
friends and collaborators remembered
his legacy and continued the conversa-
tion about the town’s Native American

story.
Joining Faugno was Emmy
Award-winning director and actor

Dan Hamilton, who has family ties to
Brookfield dating back to 1701.

Hamilton has taken all of Wilder’s
maps and videos and uploaded them to
a website, robertwildermaps.org.

“He was a very special man,” Ham-
ilton said of Wilder, adding that he
would like to continue his legacy.

Palmer native Donald Dufty spoke
about the importance of waterways
to the area’s first inhabitants, and the
watershed divide. After serving on his
town’s conservation commission for
over 35 years, Duffy has seen every type
of waterway there is.

“The watershed is something that
nobody thinks of, but it was a bound-
ary marker for the Natives,” Duffy said.

Duffy said the Native Americans
were hunter/gathers, chasing resources
wherever they could.

“There’s a wealth of animals in
North America,” he said, providing am-
ple food and materials for Native Amer-
icans.

With the arrival of agriculture, the
Native Americans didn’t have to chase
resources as much and their population
expanded.

Duffy spoke about how beaver skin
trader William Pynchon, the found-
er of the city of Springfield, would
use Brookfield as a resting spot as he
moved his skins to the coast. Pynchon
was known for his amicable business re-
lationships with Native Americans.

Duffy talked about Hendrick Ke-
quoquau, who sought to get payment
for land that once belonged to the
Quaboag Indians.

“He wanted to make a claim against
the government, did three times, and
didn’t receive any money,” Duffy said.
The land Kequoquau claimed is now
part of the Chicopee River watershed.

Tom Silver Fox Morse is a Spiritu-
al Leader of the Chaubunagungamaug
Nipmuck Band of Nipmuck Indians.

Growing up, Morse had to keep his
Native American background a secret,
because his family feared it would lead
to fighting, and it did.

His family’s move to the Main South
area of Worcester was “not a good one”
Morse said.

“We did fight a lot,” Morse said. “We
protected my sister, too...it was a tough
way to do things.”

Morse began his training as a Spiri-
tual Leader just before his father died.

“I had to prove myself...that I was
worthy of the position,” Morse said. As
a Spiritual Leader, he has been present
for deaths, marriages, and even births.

He is also a confidante, helping peo-
ple to talk through their issues by listen-
ing to them.

Morse explained the significance of
his “three sisters” bag that he wears
around his neck, containing corn, bean
and squash, along with sage. He said the
bag is normally given to you at birth.

He also wears a rosary, along with a
wiccan symbol, a necklace given to him
by a friend, and a choker which was a
gift from his father when he became a
Medicine Man.

At the program, Morse wore a shirt
known as a “ribbon shirt,” which was
sewn by his late friend.

Morse said when he first wore the
shirt to the Dudley Reservation, a spark
from the fire landed on the front of the
shirt, leaving a small hole over his chest.
After his friend died, he recognized the
significance of that hole.

“I figured out what it meant...there’s
a hole in my heart because she’s gone,”
he said.

Morse has been active in working to
preserve a former campground in town,
which has been found to be historical-
ly significant to the Native Americans.
The area has been run over by dirt bikes
and four-wheelers, causing damage to
burial sites and fencing.

Morse has talked with the town’s se-
lectmen about putting a Native Ameri-
can camping area on the site.

“There’s a lot that’s still there and
worthy of preserving and remember-
ing,” he said.

Also worth remembering is the role
Native Americans had in defending the
country, especially during the Civil War.

Faugno said his research shows
that four Native American men, the
Hazards, all served in the 5th Cavalry
during the Civil War, an all-Black unit.
Three of the Hazards, Lorenzo, James
and Alfred are all listed on the town’s
memorial, but the fourth Hazard is not.

“They get written out of history,”
Faugno said of Native Americans.

Documentary filmmaker Ted W.
Timreck shared a video which explored
the mysterious stone ruins found in the
northeast, that up until recent years
have been credited to early white set-
tlers.

“The stone ruins were too unusual
to be New England farmers or Europe-
ans,” Timreck said.

The northeast is considered a great
“blind spot” for Native American influ-
ences.

“You have to see behind the facts,”
Timreck said.
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Author discusses book and

BROOKFIELD — The Merrick Public Library will
host local author Andrew Noone for a discussion of
his book, “Bathsheba Spooner: A Revolutionary Mur-
der Conspiracy”, on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 6 p.m.

The murder of Joshua Spooner in 1778 in Brook-
field was considered the most sensational crime of its
time. Four conspirators; Joshua Spooner’s wife, Bath-
sheba, the daughter of a high-ranking Loyalist, as
well as two British soldiers and one Continental sol-
dier-were put on trial for the murder and sentenced to
death.

Five thousand people attended the hanging in

Worcester.
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David Ingram helped run a car race game. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE
PAPPAS

St. Jospeh’s Parish
held annual family fair

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

NORTH BROOKFIELD - For 41 years, St. Jo-
seph’s Parish has hosted a family fair the weekend af-
ter Labor Day with a fun time of fellowship, games,
tasty food, and raffles.

The following Sunday, after the sermon, members
enjoyed a chicken BBQ.

The fair took place on the Parish’s Rectory Field on
Mt. Pleasant St. The event had much to offer, and the
Boy Scouts were present at the fair, and there was even
a little flea market.

There wasn’t just chicken, however. You could find
on both days foods like burgers, hot dogs, pizza, chili,
fried dough and fried Oreos, French fries, ice cream,
and cold drinks.

The Knights of Columbus sponsored the stone
fired pizza and delicious chili.

The fair had large tables of donated raffle baskets
and fun prizes like gift cards to local businesses such as
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery and a bike from Whit-
co. There were stuffed animals to win, and live music
kept the atmosphere lively.

There were two main game booths for attendees
of the fair to try their luck, including Lucky Dice, a
booth run by Rachel Shea, who has volunteered at the
fair for 20 years.

Lucky Dice is a game many love to try for a chance
to win delicious treats and candy.

The game is played by placing a token (up to four)
on a rectangle with two colors. The dice are rolled, and
if the two highest numbered dice are the colors of your
choosing, you win.

Shea loves the fair, and volunteering for the games
and events has filled her with joy.

“I'love talking to new people and friends. I especial-
ly love the French fries - every year they’re the best.”

Next to her, is another booth with a game of
chance, except it has race cars. David Ingram runs the
booth, and the game is played by drawing from a shuf-
fled deck of cards.

Children will pick two cars they think will win, and
their cars will move forward a space every time their
color is chosen out of the deck. If their car wins the
race, they will win their own Hot Wheels toy car.

“The kids will come up and cheer on their cars.
They’s say ‘C’'mon red! C’'mon!’ They always get so ex-
cited and it’s the best part,” Ingram said.

The Parish is a place of fellowship and unity, and
the congregation itself opened its arms to all who vis-
ited and attended the fair.
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Spooner murder Sept. 26

Noone has meticulously researched the circum-
stances of the crime and trial, and puts them into a
historical and political context. He will provide an ac-
count of the Spooner murder, read excerpts from his
book, and answer questions from the audience.

A book signing will follow his presentation. Copies
of his book will be available for sale (cash and check
accepted.)

The Merrick Public library thanks Art and Eliza-
beth Jay/Greater Worcester Community Foundation
for making this program possible.
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songs with one song being an original song, but pref-
erably both.

The three judges consisted of Matt Herring, Sharon
Meli, and Mark Thayer. Thayer is one of the cofound-
ers of Signature Sounds, a recording studio based out
of Connecticut that was founded back in 1982.

The three prizes consisted of a cash prize of $500
from Meli Entertainment, a recorded music video of
one of the artists’ original songs with RyGuy Digital,
and $350 plus studio time with Mark Thayer of Sig-
nature Sounds.

Co-host, Amanda Meli has her own entertain-
ment and event service business, Meli Entertainment
and has been performing open mics and other music
events throughout local communities including Palm-
er, Ware, Hardwick, Monson, Brookfield, and South
Hadley. Meli enjoys going to numerous music events
in the local areas and wishes to expose the talent in
the area.

“This area seems underrepresented,” said Meli.

Wanting to offer something for songwriters, Meli
offered a platform for aspiring singers and songwriters
in the genres of rock, country, soulful, R&B, acoustic
and jazz. Every finalist at the finale was a solo act and
every singer had their own original songs to share.

“It’s all about just performing your song,” said
Meli. An opportunity the singer-songwriter contest
gave to those who have the desire to play the songs
they wrote themselves.

The first performer was Serena May Kilsmith on
acoustic guitar. Kilsmith is also part of a folk-rock
trio band called Mama Kilsmith.

Kilsmith writes and sings the songs, Jake Killoy
provides the rhythm and engineers the sound. MacK-
enzie Vogel is all about playing that bass while also
lending her vocal talents and harmonies.

The next performer was Shawn Crimmins on
acoustic guitar.

Eric Troy performed his original songs “Colorado”
and “Get out of Dodge” on his guitar. John Wayne
also performed on guitar with his songs “Reaching
Out” and “Luckiest Guy”.

Changing up the instruments was Simone Marie on
her piano. Back to the guitar was Eric Fournier with
one entertaining song about getting a new bed.

To wrap up the finalists was Julie Jules with her two
songs playing the ukulele.

The judges would meet in another room to deter-
mine the three winners of the singer-songwriter finale,
while the performers praised each other on a job well
done.

After a long discussion, the judges came to an offi-
cial decision. Shawn Crimmins was the winner of the
recorded music video with RyGuy Digital; Eric Troy
won $350 and Studio Time with Mark Thayer of Sig-
nature Sounds; and the $500 prize from Meli Enter-
tainment went to Simone Marie.

For more events, visit Meli Entertainment and
Event Services on Facebook and check out Amanda
Meli Music on Facebook and Instagram.

Deep Roots Distillery, USA is located at 559 Main
St. For events upcoming at Deep Roots Distillery, visit
www.deeprootsdistilleryusa.com/events.
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Finalists in the singer and songwriter contest at Deep Roots Distillery are from left, John Wayne, Erin Fournier, Eric Troy, Simone Marie, Shawn
Crimmins, Julie Jules and Serena May. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
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Eric Troy performed his original songs “Colorado” and “Get out of
Dodge” on his guitar. Troy won $350 and Studio Time with Mark Thayer
of Signature Sounds.
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Quahoag squeezes out win in opener

LUDLOW -
Friday night, rain and
thunderstorms wreaked
havoc on high school
football. After a long
delay because of sev-
eral lightning strikes,
Ludlow and Quabo-
ag football was
moved to Saturday
morning,  where
Quaboag picked
up the win in close
fashion 22-21.
The Lions drop to
0-1 and will next
meet Smith Voca-
tional on Friday,
Sept. 15, while the
Cougars face Palm-
er High School.
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Cam Evans heads to the run on a carry. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM Jack Morgan makes a tackle for the Cougars.

Panthers mow through Pathfinder stuns Palmer in
Oakmont in season opener  season opener

By Tim Peterson : F g
Sports Correspondent ; . v

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—The Quabbin
girls’ varsity soccer team
posted a 5-0 shutout victory
over Oakmont Regional in a
home match at the beginning
of last season.

It was a much closer af-
fair when the Mid-Wach C
rivals faced each other at
Alumni Field in this year’s
season opener.

The Panthers held a 2-0
lead in the middle of the
first half before the Spartans
came storming back.

The visitors from Ash-
burnham scored a goal late
in the first half. They also
netted the only goal of the
second half and the contest,

PALMER— Pathfinder Tech
senior quarterback Hunter Gris-
wold played a lot of football games
at historic Legion Field during the
five years that he was a member of
the Palmer Cowboys youth foot-
ball team.

Griswold will probably always
remember his first varsity football
game at Legion Field.

Griswold threw a pair of touch-
down passes and he scored two
rushing touchdowns, as the Pio-
neers began the 2023 campaign
with a 33-6 non-league victory over
the Palmer Panthers on a hot and
humid day, last Saturday.

“I played in a lot of youth foot-
ball games on this field for the

Cowboys, but this was my first var-  qunter Griswold scrambles before making a pass. TURLEY

Bella Smith looks to make a pass to an open teammate. TURLEY
See PANTHERS | PAGE 10 PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY See PATHFINDER | PAGE 11 PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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PANTHERS

which took place on a very hot after-
noon, ended in a 2-2 draw, last Tuesday.
“We would have liked to have won to-
day’s game, but a tie is better than a
loss,” said Jamie Cook, who’s beginning
her eighth season as the Quabbin girls
varsity soccer coach. “The hot weather
was a factor, but my girls fought hard
until the final whistle. We just couldn’t
score another goal.”

The Panthers finished with a 5-9-2
overall record a year ago. They lost at
Oakmont in the second meeting of the
2022 regular season.

“We didn’t have a winning season
last year,” said Cook, who graduated
from Quabbin Regional in 1996. “We'’re
hoping to have a much better season
this year.”

Cook, who was a center midfielder
during her varsity soccer career, was in-
ducted into the Quabbin Regional High
School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

One of the Panthers four co-captains
this season is junior Brooke Austin, who
netted five goals as a center midfielder a
year ago.

Austin made her first start in a varsi-
ty match as a goalie against Oakmont.

“We needed a goalie, and Brooke has
no fear back there,” Cook said. “She’s
one of our captains and is a very good
team leader.”

Austin, who also plays basketball,
took over the starting goalie duties from
Skyler Rudinski, who graduated in June.

The other three Quabbin co-captains
are senior Hannah Baxter, senior Amy
Stauder, and junior Bella Smith.

“We don’t normally have four cap-
tains every year,” Cook said. “It was just
an anonymous vote by the players.”
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Brook Austin makes a great save. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RAY DUFFY
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In the middle of the first half, Austin
made a diving save on a shot attempt
from Oakmont freshman Jada LeBlanc.
The ball bounced away from her and
Stauder, who’s a defender, cleared the
ball away before it crossed over the line.

The other Panthers defenders are
junior’s Samantha Carlson, Sydney
Gagne, and Angelina Felicano.

A couple of minutes later, Quabbin
sophomore Abi Falconi, who was a
member of the varsity squad as a fresh-
man, fired a shot into the right corner
of the net past Oakmont senior Gabby
Romano.

“Abi is a solid striker,” Cook said.
“That was a great scoring play by her.”

Smith, who’s also listed as a striker,
was credited with the assist on Falconi’s
first goal of the 2023 regular season.

Quabbin took a 2-0 lead during the
22nd minute.

The scoring play began following
a long pass by Austin to Falconi, who
scored her second goal on a breakaway
shot into the left corner of the net.

With less than five minutes remain-
ing in the opening half, Oakmont sliced
their deficit in half on a breakaway goal
by freshman Kaighdynce Garlisi.

The Spartans tied the score following
a corner kick goal by junior Molly Hor-
gan a little more than five minutes into
the second half.

In the middle of the second half, Fal-
coni fired a shot that sailed high over the
crossbar.

The score was still tied 2-2 when the
referee blew his whistle for the final time.

The second meeting of the regular
season between the two squads is slated
to take place at Oakmont on Sept. 26.
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Hanna Baxter passes the ball up the field.

Coby, Tommy Baldwin Racing

earn Granite crown

Community Caravan
postponed by weather

WINCHESTER, N.H. — Doug Coby and
Tommy Baldwin Racing returned to NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour competition on Saturday
night at Monadnock Speedway and they were
celebrating after 150 laps in New Hampshire.

Coby finished fifth in the Winchester Fair 150
in the Mayhew Tools 7NY, but the finish was
enough for the team to capture the second annu-
al Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup cham-
pionship crown.

The Cup, which included three races at Mo-
nadnock Speedway, Lee USA Speedway and
back at Monadnock on Saturday night, saw
Coby grab three finishes inside the top-six, in-
cluding a win at Monadnock in May. By winning
the Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup, the
team collected at least $5,000 in bonus awards.

Coby returned to action Saturday for the first
time since Thompson Speedway in August. Team
owner Tommy Baldwin Jr. announced a cancer
diagnosis and the team stepped back from full-
time competition and missed the last two races.
They couldn’t pass up returning to chase the
Granite State Short Track Cup crown.

“Just to be here with our family and Tommy
battling cancer, I mean, he’s a warrior,” Coby
said. “He told us from the beginning that he was
going to fight through this and he’s been coura-
geous enough to share his battle and everything
on social media, which is uncommon. To be here
as the Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup
champions, it just means a lot. We’ve got a great
group of guys and Tommy really wanted to be
here to do this. This one is for Tommy Baldwin.”

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield Thunder-
birds announced last Friday that the third install-
ment of the T-Birds Community Caravan pre-
sented by Dunkin’ has been postponed due to
potential inclement weather this weekend. A re-
scheduled date will be announced in the future.
The previous two events featured an appear-
ance from Thunderbirds mascot Boomer and
team staff, as well as a wide variety of activities
and vendors, including a Dunkin’ Taste Truck,
street hockey activities, and various food options.
Fans can reserve their seats to be part of the Thun-
derbirds’ hockey action for the 2023-24 season by call-
ing (413) 739-GOAL (4625) or visiting www.Spring-
fieldThunderbirds.com.
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sity football game here,” said Griswold, who lives in
Monson. “Winning a game on this field is just the best
feeling in the world. We played very well as a team and
we’re hoping to have a winning season.”

The previous two meetings between the cross-town
rivals took place at St. Joe’s Park.

The Panthers outscored the Pioneers, 42-6 in those
games.

“We haven’t beaten Palmer in several years,” Gris-
wold added “I know most of the Palmer players. It’s
something that I can talk about for the rest of my life.”

The last time that Pathfinder defeated Palmer on
the gridiron was a 17-14 win at Legion Field in 2015.

Andrew Roman was the Pioneers starting QB that
season.

Just like Roman, Griswold is an outstanding three-
sport athlete.

“You can’t say enough good things about Hunt-
er,” said Pathfinder head coach Bill Darling. “He’s an
amazing athlete. He always gets the job done with his
legs, and his arm. He’s a very good weapon for us.”

It was also a memorable day for Darling, who grad-
uated from Palmer High School in 1988. His daughter,
Alyssa, scored more than 1,000 career points during
her career as a member of the Lady Panthers varsity
basketball team.

“Every time you win a football game, it’s always
very special,” Darling said. “This is a very big win for
us.”

After the Pioneers offense turned the ball over on
downs on their opening series, senior Dylan Cominoli
recovered a fumble at midfield for the visitors. Comin-
oli also had an interception late in the second quarter.

“Dylan anchors the middle of our defense,” Darling
said. “He’s just a fantastic young man on and off the
field.”

Freshman running back Anthony Arventes capped
off the Pioneers seven play scoring drive with a one
yard TD run with 3:30 remaining in the first quarter.
The extra point attempt was wide left.

Two minutes into the second quarter, Griswold
completed a 56-yard touchdown pass to sophomore
wide receiver Jarrett Skowyra.

“Jarrett knows how to get open,” Griswold said.

Lyt

Billy Burke attempts to make a tackle.
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“Whenever he’s open, I always try to hit him with a
pass. They were playing man coverage on my first TD
pass.”

Junior Matt Grossi made the extra point attempt
giving the Pioneers a 13-0 lead.

The Pioneers got the ball right back when Griswold
intercepted a pass thrown by Palmer sophomore QB
Matt Santos.

During the Pioneers third scoring drive, Griswold
carried the ball three times for a total of 38 yards. He
avoided being sacked a couple of times before capping
off the nine play drive with a 15-yard touchdown run
with 2:14 left in the first half.

“I was able to escape the defense a couple of times,
which was very important,” Griswold said. “Scoring
my first rushing touchdown on this field felt awesome.”

Grossi’s extra point gave the Pioneers a command-
ing 20-0 lead.

Palmer senior Andrew Menard gave the home fans
something to cheer about by intercepting a pass late in
the first half.

With 8:38 remaining in the third quarter, Griswold
tossed a 15-yard TD pass to Skowyra, who made a div-
ing catch in the back of the endzone.

Grossi’s third PAT gave the Pioneers a 27-0 lead.

Griswold scored his second rushing touchdown on
a three-yard scamper with 4:23 left in the third quarter.

Palmer freshman Dylan Holbrook blocked the ex-
tra point attempt.

The Panthers finally got on the scoreboard in the
middle of the final quarter when Santos threw a 10-
yard TD pass to sophomore Dylan Doherty, who
made a juggling catch.

Santos completed a couple of passes to Menard
during the scoring drive.

Sophomore Hunter White also carried the ball a
couple of times.

“Scoring a touchdown was something positive for
us,” said Palmer head coach Matt Marciniec. “We're
going to keep working hard.”

While Pathfinder Tech will be looking to celebrate
another victory at Athol High School on Friday night,
Palmer will be looking to get into the win column at
Quaboag Regional.

Saturday, Sept. 16th ~ 8om-12am

Triple Tree (lassic Rock
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Jarrett Skowyra takes control after making a reception. TURLEY PHOTOS
BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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Bringing aWAREness to Recovery

Art exhibition focuses on
recovery and overdose
awareness

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARE - In recognition of National
Overdose Awareness Day, the Recov-
ery Center of HOPE and Workshop13
presented the third annual “Bringing
aWAREness to Recovery” art exhibi-
tion at ArtWorks Gallery.

The exhibition will be open Satur-
days and Sundays from 1-5 p.m. through
Sept. 17 for Recovery Month, helping to
reduce the stigma those with substance
use disorders face.

This was the first “Bringing aWARE-
ness to Recovery” exhibition since the
Recovery Center of HOPE opened at
its 52 Main St. location at the beginning
of this year, a milestone that Abaigeal
Duda, program manager at the Center,
is proud of.

“It’s an honor to have the Recovery
Center here,” she said, giving the com-
munity access to numerous services and
support.

Many of the artists featured in the
exhibition were willing to share their
stories, and how substance use disorders
have impacted their lives.

“People in recovery longer, feel more
encouraged to speak up and feel confi-
dent,” Duda said. “I’'m so glad that their
art and their voice is present,” she said
of all contributors.

Art also has healing qualities, and
the Recovery Center of HOPE is able to
offer weekly art classes through the use
of a grant.

Artist and coordinator of the ex-
hibition, Faith Montaperto Ward has
three entries in the exhibition, including
a mask with an elaborately long nose
entitled “The Liar” and a collection of
original songs called “Conversations
with God.”

“Art and music heal,” she said.

Ward also entered “Rooftop Hero”;
a sculpture based off of a poem she
wrote for her late brother, Michael.

“He was an addict and in recovery a
long time,” she said, but went back to
addiction after the death of their moth-
er.

Ward is a photographer, and sculp-
ture is something she “truly messed
around with,” admitting that it’s not her
“thing.”

“Rooftop Hero” refers to her brother
climbing up on the roof to retrieve balls
when they got stuck up there during
play. The sculpture also has chicken
bones, and Ward explained their mean-
ing.

..rl.

Faith Montaperto Ward stands with her sculpture “Rooftop Hero”, cre-
ated in memory of her brother, Michael. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

“We had no money and would buy
pot pies when Mom couldn’t work,”
Ward said. “Michael and I would fight
over the beef pot pies and he’d leave me
the chicken, which I hated.”

The sculpture also features nails and
screws and other pieces of metal, which
are hard to bend.

There was “not a lot of bending” in
the relationship between the two sib-
lings, Ward said, but it also pays hom-
age to Michael’s work as a carpenter.

“He loved the smell of fire burned
wood,” Ward said, a detail she added to
the back of the sculpture.

The sculpture, Ward said, is of her
family’s house.

“It’s our house, it’s not perfect...there
was a lot of addiction and a lot of pain,”
she said, adding that the whole family
goes through the addiction along with
the substance user.

This is why she loves her time teach-
ing art at the Recovery Center of HOPE,
because it includes the whole family.

“You need all of them in recovery to
be a family again,” Ward said.

Susan Daley took up quilting 15
years ago, and gave up once before re-
turning to it. Now it’s something she
commits three hours to each Saturday.

Daley works at the Recovery Center
of HOPE and was “very proud” to sew
a quilt bearing its logo and proudly dis-
playing its colors, along with words of
encouragement.

“I love the words; I live by the words,”
she said.

Quilting is something that is com-
forting to Daley and helps to get her out
of her own head.

Daley also entered a mixed media
project featuring one of her favorite
symbols of joy and happiness; Santa
Claus.

“Santa Claus is my man,” Daley said.
“I just love him so much.

Daley herself was a source of joy for
one of the artists featured in the show,
the late Charlotte “Charlie” Lopez, a
Ware resident who died one month af-
ter being featured in her first art show
in 2021.

Daley was Charlie’s sobriety coach,
and during an interview at the first ever
“Bringing aWAREness to Recovery”
exhibition, she credited Daley for help-
ing her in her sobriety journey.

“Without her, I wouldn’t be here,”
Charlie said during that first exhibition.

Charlie’s painting is a mix of acryl-
ic and oil paints, using techniques she
learned during a painting class with
Workshop13’s Roc Goudreau.

Duda said the painting is included
in this year’s exhibition to remember
Charlie and her impact on the world
around her.

“She was so vibrant and efferves-

dose Awareness Day.

Susan Daley stands with her quilt, which will be a permanent display at the Recovery Center of HOPE following
the “Bringing aWAREness to Recovery” art exhibition at ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware.

cent,” Duda said. “She’s a permanent
part of our community...she’s still in
our hearts.”

Three Rivers resident Anthony Seay
returned for his third time entering the
exhibition, with three paintings.

One, called “The Raven” features the
bird which in Sioux legend, is known as
the Trickster. The raven is also a shape-
shifter, and in Seay’s painting he is hold-
ing a key in his beak.

“He is holding the key to change,”
Seay said.

In six years, Seay’s life has changed
immensely he said, since finding his path
to sobriety and discovering painting.

One night while leaving a sunrise
group in his town, Seay saw a sign offer-
ing painting lessons and he decided to
ask to join in. Seay has since become a
professional artist, painting lifelike pet
portraits, military-inspired portraits
and scenes and more.

A U.S. Coast Guard veteran, Seay
has also painted a series of portraits
of “pilot aces” of the military. Fifteen
of these portraits are on display at the
104th Fighter Wing in Westfield.

Another painting Seay had in the
show features a bonsai tree, and he was
inspired to paint it while watching “The
Karate Kid II” with his wife.

His favorite painting in the exhibi-
tion is “Blue Moon”, which he said is
his concept of “there is a God.”

Seay said his talent for painting is a
gift from God, and one he doesn’t take
for granted.

Also featured in “Bringing aWARE-
ness to Recovery” this year, is the Pho-
tovoice Collection 2022, featuring sev-
en photographs taken around Ware by
people in the community who are in

recovery.

Abaigeal Duda, program manager at the Recovery Center of HOPE, wel-
comes guests to the artists’ reception held on Aug. 31, National Over-

Photographs range from a broken
trophy to a disinterested dinosaur drawn
on a piece of playground equipment, to
a cemetery and a car that can’t be fixed.

Alyssa Curran of the Western Mas-
sachusetts Training Consortium, the
umbrella organization for the Recov-
ery Center of HOPE, explained that
the photos capture the “hidden in plain
sight” phenomenon, and bring aware-
ness to the challenges people in recovery
face.

The Photovoice Collection project
was introduced as an optional strategy
in the HEALing Communities Study,
of which Ware and Belchertown were
selected to participate.

Through a camera lens, people can
identify, represent and enhance their
community by focusing on issues that
can affect them, like lack of transporta-
tion, substance use and more.

Curran was “blown away” by the
number of participants who attended
the Photovoice project at the Fire Sta-
tion over six weeks last year, and she
hopes to start the next installment in the
new year with funding from District At-
torney David E. Sullivan

About the exhibition

The “Bringing aWAREness to Re-
covery” art exhibition is a partnership
between the Recovery Center of HOPE
and ArtWorks Gallery/Workshopl3, a
cultural arts and learning center locat-
ed in Ware and supported in part by a
grant from the Ware Cultural Council,
a local agency that is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

The Recovery Center of HOPE is a
program of the Western Massachusetts
Training Consortium and was founded
by the Quaboag Hills Substance Use
Alliance.

Anthony Seay submitted three paintings to the “Bringing aWAREness to
Recovery” art exhibition. This painting is called “Blue Moon”.
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“Just paint.”

“I loved art when I was a little girl,” she said.

Before retirement, Phillips worked as a hospice
chaplain and when she turned 65, she said, “it’s time.”

Phillips recalled a memorial service she officiated
for a woman, and how the woman’s son brought his
mother’s artwork to display. All of the artwork was
from her days as a student 40 years prior; something
she was never able to continue in her life as a dairy
farmer.

The woman passed away at the age of 60.

Phillips was told by somebody that if she wanted to
become a good artist, she would need to paint 1,000
paintings.

“I did 3,000,” she said with a laugh. “I painted and
painted and painted a lot of terrible art.”

Phillips works mainly with acrylics, having started
with cold wax.

This is Phillips’ first exhibition as an artist, aside
from when she displayed her art at her church about 20
years ago. She thanked West Brookfield Art & Frame

L ———

—

“For the Love of Color”, on display at West Brookfield Art & Frame.
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readings of the script for participants to get an idea of
the story and the characters they want to try out for.

There will be short scenes and monologues during
this one act play.

“Christmas Shorts” follows the story of children
writing letters to Santa Claus, while Santa himself
gets ready for Christmas. Along with this storyline,
a bunch of elves accidentally rip Santa’s gift bag and
Mrs. Claus steps in to fix it.

The holiday play of many stories will include a
sports segment of the 845th annual Reindeer games.
Classic holiday characters will make an appearance in
the Christmas Shorts as Ebenezer Scrooge, Tiny Tim,
and the Ghost of Christmas Future compete on a hol-
iday quiz show.

Other segments include a soap opera, a tale from
the North Pole News, and some entertaining Christ-
mas-themed commercials all a part of the fun season-
al comedy.

“Christmas Shorts” is written by Lucy Williams
and the crewmembers of Gateway Players Theatre are
excited to bring the story to life.

The crew features Pat Haddock directing the play.
The Assistant Director is Stephen Jean and the Pro-
ducer is Kathi Grenier of Southbridge.

Gateway Players announced that the production
of “Christmas Shorts” is presented by the permission
through special arrangement with the Pioneer Drama
Service, Inc.

“Christmas Shorts” will be performed Dec. 1-3
with two performances on Saturday, Dec. 2.

Gateway Players Theatre, Inc. is an all-volunteer
community theatre providing quality live theatrical
performances and workshops to Southbridge, Stur-
bridge, and Charlton and many other surrounding
areas.

For more information about the auditions for
“Christmas Shorts”, Gateway Players Theatre can be
contacted by calling 508-764-4531.

Gateway Players Theatre is a non-profit education-
al organization dedicated to the support and encour-
agement of the arts and the development of talent
and creativity. Endeavoring to offer the community a
program of diversified theatrical fare while providing
its members, youth and adult, with opportunities for
participation and training in the theater arts.

Gateway Players has provided community theater
to the town of Southbridge and many neighboring
communities since 1975.

Cruger Johnson Phillips stands near her rich and moving acrylic paintings featured in her shared exhibition,
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owner Rebecca Fay for her support and encourage-
ment, and for making sure each work of art was per-
fectly displayed.

Thorndike resident Pecora has been painting since
she was a small child, with close to 50 years as a pro-
fessional painter.

The paintings she has displayed in “For the Love of
Color” are all oil paintings, featuring endearing and
almost comical portraits of the beloved animals in her
life, as well as important places.

One of the paintings captured the rays of the setting
sun coming through the entryway of her late patron’s
beach house in Truro.

“He gave me his house to paint in,” Pecora said.
“On a bluft, overlooking the ocean.”

Pecora’s love for animals is apparent, especially for
her horse and her dog, both featured models in the ex-
hibition.

Also featured are her neighbor’s livestock.

“My neighbor’s hobby is to take in animals that
need homes,” Pecora said. “She takes in goats, don-
keys, llamas.”

Qil painting is a new venture for Pecora, as she had
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her start with watercolor and egg tempera.

“During COVID, I was bored and alone, so 1
switched to oil,” she said. “I can take my time with
them...you can change and change. They’re much eas-
ier to use.”

About “For the Love of Color”

This exhibition will be on display for the month of
September at West Brookfield Art & Frame, located at
10 East Main St.

Gallery hours are Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m.-2
p.m.

Other shows include “Lucky Girl” opening Oct. 13
with Jennifer Scott Geldard; and “Small Works Show”
opening Nov. 17 with all 22 gallery artists.

All opening receptions are held from 5-7 p.m. on
their listed dates.

For more information about West Brookfield Art &
Frame, or upcoming shows, follow them on Facebook,
visit www.westbrookfieldartandframe.com, email yaf-
acceber@hotmail.com, call 508-753-8604 or stop by
during open hours.

, N

Susan Tilton Pecora’s oil paintings range from a beach house scene to portraits of her four-legged friends.
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

MASONRY

FINE STONE MASONRY And
all masonry repairs and restorations
including:stonewalls, retainer walls,
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool

Tree length available 413-531-1936 surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
*Also have seasoned softwood for CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED sonry is performed by master mason
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- HOME Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
umes guaranteed!! New England Call 978-257-8237. Email paul-
Forest Products (413)477-0083 ARA JUNK IMPROVEMENT dowd51@gmail.com
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen- FURNITURE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor REMOVAL CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors,
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani- | Full house cleanouts, attics, base- | Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, STOP WET
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit. ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, asphalt repairs, stone and BBB ap-
Call (508)882-0178 sheds, decks. Same day service. proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229 BASEMENTS
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
IMISEASONED!!! Over a cord Free estimates on phone. HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT

guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

LOOKING FOR A KITTEN. | would
like a kitten, | will pay money if you are
charging for it. Call (413)544-0418

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire department,
masonic,license plates,beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*xxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING.
Established 1976. New re-roofs and
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs.
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING - Klems ex
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too.
Specializing in all aspects of quality
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve
(413)477-8217

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior
and drywall repair. We treat your home
like our own homes. Fully licensed
and insured. Call WE DO today for a
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

NEILSEN’'S ADVANCED TREE
MAINTENANCE. Offering Residen-
tial and commercial Tree Work. Quality
work, reasonable prices. Fully Insured
Call Ron Neilsen (413)813-5778

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW STUMP GRINDING
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470
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ALL THREE ZONES.
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price aghncludes
Address: Add asecond ZONE __*1000 = =
Town: State: Zpp: Add a third ZONE __5.00 "t
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = § Subtotal
CreditCard: 0 MasterCard  OVISA O Discover 0 Cash 3 Checkt < Number of Weeks
Amount of charge: Date: m
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

“PART TIME TAILOR NEED-
ED FOR POLICE & MILITARY
UNIFORMS Email solutions@
blue-tactical.com to find out more”

TOWN OF PALMER: TOWN
PLANNER Town of Palmer is seek-
ing qualified candidates for a full-time,
32.5 hours Monday 8:30am — 7:30pm,
Tuesday through Thursday 8:30am -
4:30pm.

The position works under the gener-
al supervision of the Town Manager
in cooperation with the elected Town
Planning Board. Please go to www.
townofpalmer.com for a full job
description. Send resume and cover
letter to rmcnutt@townofpalmer.
com or to 4417 Main Street, Palmer,
MA 01069. Salary commensurate with
experience.

This position requires a Bachelor’s
Degree in planning or related field
and five years’ experience in munic-
ipal planning, or any equivalent com-
bination of education and experience.
Strong interpersonal, written, and oral
communications skills and a working
knowledge of MS Office and ArcView
GIS.

The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA
employer.

WANTED: PART-TIME TYPIST/
SECRETARY, for an author in town.
Speed not a factor. Reading poor
hand-writing is.

Please call 917-373-2143.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
&)

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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- obituary -

Donald G. Nickerson, 90

WARREN - Donald G. “Nick”
Nickerson of Warren, died peacefully
on Sunday, Sept. 3, 2023, surrounded by
his loving family at Quaboag Rehabili-
tation and Skilled Care Center after a
brief illness, at the age of 90.

He leaves his wife of 70 years,
Claire A. (Wirf) Nickerson of Warren;
a daughter, Deborah Tonelli and her
husband Norman of Westerly, Rhode
Island; two sons, Timothy
Nickerson of Warren and
Jeff Nickerson and his wife
Sharon of North Brookfield;
four grandchildren, Melissa
Vadnais, Allyson Manganello,
Tyler Nickerson and Conor
Nickerson, as well as three
great-grandchildren, Timothy,
Rachel, and Julian Letour-
neau.

He was predeceased by his
parents, Lawrence and Jenny (Griggs)
Nickerson, his sister, Shirley Staples,
and his brother David Nickerson.

After graduating from Warren High
School, Nick enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps and served at 8th
& I barracks in Washington, D.C. sup-
porting ceremonial duties at Arlington
National Cemetery. He was then de-
ployed to Korea where he received the
Purple Heart for his wounds received in
heavy fighting at Bunker Hill.

After his proud service, he returned
home and married his high school
sweetheart Claire Wirf and started a
family. Nick worked for American Bell
Telephone Company for 42 years.

F

Along with his father and brother he
started “Nickerson’s Par 3” golf course
in Warren, where many memories were
made for his family. People from all
around the area recall the golf course
fondly.

After retirement, Nick continued to
work for his brother Dave and his son’s
business, CBIS in West Brookfield, as a
special projects Manager until COVID
when he worked from home.

Nick was a dedicated pub-
lic servant for the town of
Warren serving for many years
as Fire Chief, Constable, Pres-
ident of the Warren Ambu-
lance Squad, and also serving
for many years on the Board
of Selectman. He also served
as Chairman of the Master
Plan Committee among many
other committees.

Nick was one of five town residents
who were honored with being Purple
Heart recipients reflected by having his
name is on the Purple Heart Memori-
al in West Warren. He always looked
forward to the Purple Heart Breakfasts
held each year by the Warren Veterans
Council.

In June of 2022, Nick was honored
to have been selected as a recipient of
“Honor Flight” being flown to Wash-
ington, D.C. for the day to visit all of
the war memorials dedicated to those
who served during our Country’s con-
flicts. Accompanied by his son Jeff, it
was an unforgettable experience that he
was so very proud to be part of.

Nick was a loving and devot-
ed husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. His greatest joy was
spending time with his family.

He loved Christmas and would show-
er gifts on the family. He never stopped
working, taking pride in his home and

Death Notice

Nickerson, Donald G.
Died Sept. 3, 2023

landscaping and always helping out his
family and others at a moment’s notice.

The family offers their sincere grat-
itude and appreciation to everyone at
Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled
Care Center for the excellent care they
provided to Nick and their compassion
in his final days.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital at www.stjude.org or
to Honor Flight Connecticut at www.
honorflightct.org

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East
Main St., in West Brookfield is assisting
his family with arrangements.

Support the local
businesses that
support your
local newspaper.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Quaboag

Current

- legal notices -

CLUES ACROSS 36. Medical man offensive 29. Atomic #37

1. Type of crayon 37. Mother of 5. Midway between 30. Unit of

7. Fashion accessory Hermes east and electrical

10. Most cerebral 38. One who saves southeast resistance

12. Incline from the day 6. Confined (abbr.) 31. Jeweled
vertical 39. Tooth caregiver 7. Book of Esther crowns

13. Dependenton  40. Not clothed antagonist 32. Nastiest

14. Broken in 41. Slope covered 8. Port in Yemen 35. Traditional cars

15. Strongly desires with loose stones 9. CNN'’s founder need it

16. Mounted soldier 44. Used to cook 10. Type of bulb 36. Bowler hat

17.Ad __:when 45. Praises 11. Prepare 38. Robust
necessary enthusiastically  12. Promoted 40. Not straight

18. Cattle 48. Rooney is a 14. Dinner jackets  41. Stony waste

19. Ottoman military famous one 17. Partner to matter
commanders 49. Beekeeper cheese 42. Have an

21. __ student, 50. Pigpen 18. Nebraska city interest in
learns healing 51. Potato chip 20. Human gene 43. Jacob __,

22. Composed in brand 23. Pays no journalist
poetic meter attention to 44. Maintains

27. Promotional CLUES DOWN 24. Lowland South possession of
material 1. Living quarters American plain ~ 45. Swiss river

28. Where people 2. Horizontal 25. Blood group 46. Average cost of
live passage 26. Mauna __, market goods

33. Sodium 3. Attacks Hawaiian 47. Spanish soldier:

34. Embarrassing 4. Vietnamese volcano El __

TOWN OF new tires, a battery, replace- Administrators Office, West
WEST BROOKFIELD ment wiper blades and an oil  Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East
SEALED BIDS change. The vehicle may be Main Street, Lower Level,

The Town of West
Brookfield is seeking sealed
bids for the sale of a 2017
Ford Fiesta SE, (VIN#
3FADP4EJ2HM149451) with
2,496 miles. The following
work was completed in June:

inspected on site at the Town
Hall, 2 East Main Street, West
Brookfield, Monday through
Thursday, 8:30 am to 4 pm.
Bid openings will be con-
ducted on Monday, October
2 at 10 a.m. in the Town

West Brookfield. You may
call the Town Administrator,
Ronald San Angelo at 508-
867-1421 Ext. 329 for more
information.
09/15/2023

NEsco SaLes™e

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

RS #1688

and after repairs

¢ All vehicles are sanitized before

91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.cog

¢ Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available
¢ Collision Specialists

Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims e

=

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Job Opening

Three Rivers Fire and Water District
Full Time Fire Chief Position Available

Interested Candidates
Should Submit A Letter of Interest
To The Three Rivers Prudential Committee

Note — A complete list of requirements
as well as salary and benefits is available to
interested applicants who submit a letter of interest
to the Three Rivers Prudential Committee

at the following

TRFDprudential @gmail.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

DON'T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!

#1 VOTED APPLIANCE STORE
IN WORCESTER COUNTY!!!!!

1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY

BEST PRICE
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY DEPT!!!

WHITCO TOY & BIKES = E

wwwwhitoosatoacom 908-885-9343
0% FINANCING Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

| You need a Local Expert!
Call me if you are looking to
Buy or Sell a Home!

Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
109 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

CENTURY 2l

$650,000 NORTH BROOKFIELD | 1..‘ g
Beautiful oversized executive ranch with a
gorgeous private country setting!! The main
level of this expansive home offers a cabinet
packed kitchen with a large center island,
pantry & storage closet, mud room, open 3

concept family room, formal dining room, formal living room W|th a flreplace and built-in cabinets, 4
nice sized bedrooms & 2 full bathrooms! The lower level offers an in-law suite with a private entry
door, a very modern white kitchen with a center island, peninsula and dining area, living room, large
bedroom and the 3rd full bathroom! The lower level also offers a huge bonus room, storage room and
another room which is used as finished basement space for the main house! This home also offers

central heat & air, 2 car attached garage with storage above, gorgeous newer oversized 1 car det
garage/barn plus an additional detached 2 car garage and a storage shed. Fenced yard & impeccable
grounds with lots of privacy & gardens! Great access to the MA Pike! Impressive property!!

= | YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

When
we do more

you will make
more!!

Michelle Terry  EXIT Real Estate Executives
Broker/Owner n 130 W. Main Street
michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

WATER FILTRATION
774-200-0225

WE'RE LOCAL!

* NEW INSTALLATIONS * SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE
* SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT  WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE

1 WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

ALL SIZES
White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue * Brown ¢ Purple
Red ¢ Lt Gray ®» Dark Gray

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Chip Stone e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly ® No Minimums

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

98 North Spencer Road,

Route 31N, Spencer, MA

% 508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt & P
www.bondsandandgravel.com i K
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dventure fours of | W/m :

12-Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise
April 7-19, 2024

ESNORWEGIAN

-

SHPS' REGSTRY. BAHAWAS & UNTED STATES OF AVERIA. =2

Oct. 21........... Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC......... $99

Nov. 4 ............ Book of Mormon.................... $120
Nov. 18.......... Vermont Country Store ........ $79

Dec. 30.......... Moulin Rouge! ........................ $125
Jan. 12-14.....NYC Weekend.......................... $469

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

\ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com )

James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyofiwaterfiltration.com

OPEN

- eon, Tues, Fri, Sat -
Tam-2pm =
- Sundays -
(Serving Breakfast Only)

7am-1pm

Closed
Wednesdays & Thursdays

Dinner Hours
temporarily an hold

E.B. FLATTS

245 W. Main East Brookfield
508-867-6643 EBFlatis.com

Support Your
Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCAL

Our Donuts Are
Famously Delicious!

DNEY(CRISP NOW/AVAILAE
MAGINTOSH & GALA
CIDER DONUTS
RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 » 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com
Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

VISIT THE FARM FOR:

e Honey ® Cheese I b
e Jams e Early Apples I Clld/ ezrl]))((’)z:::ts

e Maple Syru
p'e Syrup ; WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE |
GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY

Southbridge Road, Warren, VIA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

Farmer Matt"’

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

MICHAEL

oomey

& Associates, Inc.

Real Estate
East Brookfield | Maryellen HBronelle | TT4-230-1419
Oakham | Irene Caruso | 770060704
Worcester / West Brookfield | Macey Ganmond | 4132358967
Spencer | Zae Leach | S08-277-3200
Holden |Sarah Mahoney | 774-245-1218
Barre | Dan Mankin | TEW1-631 7548
Leicester | Lee Martinelli | T74-2530364
Paxton | Scort Moss | S08-847-6350
I Spencer | Amy Ekleberry Perro | S08-T60-7025
Brookfield | Meghan Hobidous | 5080-114-2518
North Brookfield | Mike Toomey | S08-951-6460

Serving all your Real Estate needs!

NATIONAL

_ b CHEESEBURGERW

SEPT.18 IS NATIONAL CHEESEBURGER
DAY, BUT WE'RE MAKING IT 4 DAYS.

Sept. 14-17, upgrade your Farmer Matt burger
to a double FREE. If you want to make your
own burger, take 20% off our burger patties.

FarmerMatt.com
860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

Shop online or in-store.
FarmerMatt.com




