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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - This year marks the bicentennial cele-
bration of the Marquis de Lafayette’s Farewell Tour of the
U.S. back in 1824 where the Revolutionary War hero from
France visited the town during his tour.

On Sept. 3, an actor portraying Lafayette was greeted by
costumed interpreters portraying veterans of the Revolu-

The 200th anniversary of Marquis de Lafayette’s Farewell Tour was celebrated

tionary War, members of the Sturbridge Artillery and the
musicians from the Uxbridge Grenadiers. The Common was

at Sturbridge Common thanks to the reenactments presented by Old Sturbridge
Village and the working partnership of the American Friends of Lafayette.

See ANNIVERSARY |
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Selectmen
vote to
adopt single
tax rate

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE —~ The
Board of Selectmen and the
Board of Assessors held a joint
meeting and tax classification
hearing for fiscal year 2025.

At the Aug. 26 meeting,
Principal Assessor Ann Mur-
phy said the purpose of the
hearing was to have the Select-
men consider the tax rate op-
tions that are available to the
town. She gave a presentation
explaining the reason for the
hearing and property assess-
ment review.

“We received final certifica-
tion of our values last week, so
that opens the door for us to
get this done tonight,” she said.
“We are not here to decide a
tax rate and we’re not here to
determine how much money
can be raised. It just determines

See TAX | PAGE 13

Eagle Scout completes
project at Pynchon’s Grist Mill

WEST BROOKFIELD -
When Chris Kiraly-Thomas,
the trail steward of Pynchon’s
Grist Mill in West Brookfield
was looking for some help im-
proving the trail network of
the East Quabbin Land Trust
property she reached out to the
Boy Scouts.

Ethan Salvadore of Scouts
BSA Troop 144 in Oakham
took on the task as part of his
Eagle Scout project.

Phase one of the project was
to clear a new trail to create
a loop on the “yellow trail.”
Phase two involved building a
staircase up a steep slope using
timber ties. This part of the

See SCOUT | PAGE 13

y Sc n Salvadore and trail
steward Chris Kiraly-Thomas celebrate
the completion of the staircase at Pyn-
chon’s Grist Mill with a photo together
at the top. SUBMITTED PHOTO

2024 Tralil
of Terror at
Brookfield
Orchards

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD —
The Trail of Terror returns to
Brookfield Orchards, 12 Lin-
coln Road, in October.

Get a spooky experience by
wandering through the haunt-
ed orchard on a tractor pulled
wagon. The orchard will fea-
ture dark and unpredictable
fields and experiences that hap-

See TRAIL | PAGE 8

Kara K Fine Art gallery

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

opens in Sturbrige

STURBRIDGE - A new
art gallery, Kara K Fine Art,
hosted its opening reception
this past Friday at 559 Main
St., Suite #306.

The gallery features the
work of local artist Kara K.
Bigda. The turnout for the
opening reception was remark-
able as many friends, family
and fellow artists came down
to congratulate Bigda on her
new art gallery.

Bigda is not only looking
forward to sharing her artwork

See GALLERY | PAGE 8

Hearts were featured at the gallery.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt

BACKTO SCHOOL, BACKTO BUSY
Simplify Dinner with Farmer Matt’s Heat and Eat Meals

With the school year in full swing and schedules filling up, let Farmer Matt make dinner easy. Our
Heat & Eat meals (made fresh in our kitchen) offer quick, delicious, and nutritious options for those
busy evenings. From hearty lasagna to savory stews, enjoy more quality family time—not kitchen time.

Stock up now and make mealtime a breeze with Farmer Matt’s heat & eat options.

Buy in-store or order online at FarmerMatt.com/heat.

|
Spend $50 or more |
and get 15% off with |
this coupon or enter !
|
|
|

code “heatl5” online.
Valid 8/26-9/15. Applies to
Heat & Eat meals only.
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WARE - Country Bank is
excited to announce that Jodie
Gerulaitis, its Vice President of
Community Relations, has been
honored as a Community Hero
by the Worcester Red Sox.

This recognition highlights
Gerulaitis’ commitment and un-
wavering dedication to serving
the local community.

Her passionate advocacy for
educators and local nonprofit
leaders through Country Bank’s
partnership with the WooSox
Foundation Programs has had a
profound impact on the commu-
nity. Her support in recognizing
leaders and educators through-
out the region is evident through
the Most Valuable Teacher Pro-
gram and The WooStars initia-
tive.

The Most Valuable Teacher
Program celebrates the achieve-
ments of nine exceptional teach-
ers at their schools and the park.

Similarly, The WooStars Pro-
gram recognizes the outstanding
work of nine local non-profit
leaders. These programs, champi-
oned by Gerulaitis, exemplify her
passion, dedication, and desire to
make a meaningful difference in
the community.

“One of the most rewarding
aspects of our work in the com-
munity is our work with Country
Bank,” said WooSox President
Dr. Charles Steinberg in a press
release. “Constantly, at the heart
of each program, is the omni-
present Jodie Gerulaitis. Wher-
ever we are in the region, trying
to make an impact, she’s there
already, welcoming us to join her.
Her passion and pursuit of com-
munity impact is inspiring.”

For more information about
Country Bank and its commu-
nity initiatives, please visit www.
countrybank.com.
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Nobody drms
of having
multiple sclerosis

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a
devastating disease of the
central nervous system
where the body’s immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

—

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society
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Singer songwriter finale rocks at Deep Roots

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@gturley.com

STURBRIDGE - The second annual singer song-
writer contest reached its finale this past weekend at
Deep Roots Distillery.

This year’s finalist had participated over the course
of several shows in the summer and now Sept. 7 fea-
tured 13 individual singers and songwriters.

There will be four winners decided in this year’s
singer songwriter contest. Last year, during the inau-
gural singer songwriter contest, there were three.

This annual singer songwriter contest is presented
by Meli Entertainment. The prizes consist of a record-
ing studio package courtesy of Mark Thayer Record-
ing, two music video recordings courtesy of RyGuy
Digital and a $500 cash prize courtesy of Meli Enter-
tainment.

There were several judges at Deep Roots Distillery
who got to witness all the finalists and help determine
the four winners. The judges were Ryan Shepard of
RyGuy Digital, 15-year-old singer and songwriter
Shaely O’Dou, Poet Yvonne Beaudry and Mary-Jane
O’Dou.

One of the returning singers and finalists was Andy
Kuchta of Keene, New Hampshire. Kuchta got a big
round of applause after singing three of his original
songs, “DJ”, “Storm Chaser” and “Hope its Not”.

Many guests complimented Kuchta for his song,
“DJ” which he wrote in honor of his brother. Kuchta
brings a real country feel to music as he brings a lot of
rhythm to his song and acoustic guitar.

Kuchta thanked Amanda Meli of Meli Entertain-
ment for offering this contest for local music artists.
When the judges spoke after his performance, all the

Andy Kuchta was a finalist during the Singer Songwriter contest finale
at Deep Roots Distillery.

“Join the team that does more by
9am than some do all day!”

Train now te a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call-or text-774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mecarthybus.com to apply

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

judges agreed that they loved Kuchta’s contrast and
verse in his songs.

Elias Acuna of Monson was also a finalist for the
singer songwriter contests and one of his original
songs was called “I’ll Stay Awake”.

Another finalist was Dave Bulley who had a couple
long songs. His first song was called “coyote” which
was inspired by a moment in his life while traveling in
Maine.

After Bulley, Tobey Sol LaRoche returned as a fi-
nalist and began with his original song “Cassidy”. The
song is inspired by relationships that are sometimes
short lived but leaves a meaningful mark in your life.

“Life brings you these relationships that are short
lived and meaningful,” LaRoche said.

The singer songwriter finale was a lot of fun for
the finalists, the audience and the judges. 15-year-old
Shaely O’Dou was serving as one of the judges.

“I don’t want to be a judge anymore,” O’Dou said.
“Everyone here is so good.”

Meli, the coordinator of the contest gave a special
shout out to Deep Roots Distillery for their hospitality
and supporting the arts such as music and the local
artists behind them.

“They’ve always supported our live local musi-
cians,” Meli said.

After the finale was over, the judges would then de-
cide the four winners. Kuchta won a recording studio
package courtesy of Mark Thayer. Dan Frost won a
music video package courtesy of RyGuy Digital. Ryan
McKenzie also won a music video package from Ry-
Guy Digital. Ben Bullock was the winner of the $500
prize from Meli Entertainment.

Franco O’Malley of Sound Bites Events helped
out Meli Entertainment during the singer songwriter
contest and will soon be hosting a songwriting contest
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Judges look on as Dave Bulley plays one of two songs during the finale.
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Jake Goldstein is one of 13 finalists in this year’s singer songwriter
contest. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

soon. The contest will take place starting with qualify-
ing rounds in September and October.

The finals will feature the final five artists on Dec. 7
at the Otter River Pub “The Onion” in Templeton. For
more information search Sound Bites Events & Open
Mics on Facebook.

Deep Roots Distillery is located at 559 Main Street
Unit 209 in Sturbridge and always has live music to
offer. For news and events visit www.deeprootsdistill-
eryusa.com.

-
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How to best store
your produce for
winter enjoyment

he question I answered last week on
Thow to best cure onions spawned a
number of follow up questions.

Gardeners are looking for advice on stor-
ing potatoes, apples, winter squash and more.
Read on for some timely tips that will keep
your produce in tip top shape for offseason
eating and enjoyment.

Why don’t we start with potatoes, since
they are perhaps the most tricky vegetable
to store. Curing them properly will help to
prevent rot, premature sprouting, and toxic
greening of the skin and flesh.

By waiting a week or more after the plant
has died before digging up the tubers, the
skins will thicken and be less prone to inju-
ry during harvest. Once they are dug, a week
spent in a cool and totally dark space will
further firm their skin and change sugars to
starch, completing the ripening process.

Never wash potatoes prior to storage!
Gently brush off dirt and store in a single
layer in the darkness at 55-60 degrees.

Darkness will prevent greening, which ren-
ders potatoes inedible. Use any pitch-forked
or shovel-marked spuds first, as damage to
the skin will invite rot.

Harvest winter squash after vines have
died back or prior to an impending frost. A
pretty New England autumn scene is fields
of pumpkins or colorful squash curing under
sunny skies.

If you follow the farmers lead, just be sure
to lift squash off the ground, and cover if
rain or frost threatens. Two weeks in the field
or a sunny, well-ventilated space is sufficient
for curing, at which point the skin should be
hard enough to resist the dent of a fingernail.

Gently washing squash in a 10% bleach
solution will help to prevent rot prior to
storing at temperatures between 50 and 60
degrees. The flavor of many of our favorite
squashes only improves with age.

My garlic was harvested well over a month
ago, after the plant gave me a signal with one-
third of its foliage withered and browned. It
was dried stems and all in a shady, protected
spot up off of the ground.

Soon I'll gently rub off dirt and cut back
the stems to a couple of inches before storing
for the winter in a cool and dry location, in
mesh bags or on slatted trays etc. Soft neck
types of garlic have pliable foliage that lends
itself well to braiding.

In any case, allowing for good air circula-
tion will ensure a long storage life.

I don’t grow enough apples of my own to
store just yet, because my orchard is still very
young. To get the low-down on best storage
practices I consulted a couple of great books
on the subject and this is what I came up with:
According to “The Apple Cookbook” by Ol-
wen Woodier (Storey Publishing) the key to
preserving the flavor and texture of apples is
to put them in a cool place immediately after
picking or purchasing.

But first, sort them, setting aside any with
blemishes for immediate use- the old saying
“one bad apple spoils the whole barrel” is
true! Next, put them in perforated bags (you
were right on, Mom!) and store them in the
hydrator drawer of the refrigerator at tem-
peratures between thirty-two and forty de-
grees.

No room in the fridge? Try storing them

See GARDEN | PAGES
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Guest Column

Now is the summer of my discontent

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

I apologize to William Shakespeare for
stealing and changing the first line of “Rich-
ard 1117,

It has been an interesting season that ac-
tually began in late spring.

It looked to be a wonderful growing sea-
son and I was carrying started plants out-
side from the cellar to harden off after open-
ing only one side of the bulkhead door as I
was in a hurry.

It turned out to be a mistake. I had done
that many times before, It should not have
been a problem.

Alas, turning the wrong way meant some-
thing had to give and it did. That something
was my back. Horrific pain ensued.

I had to be somewhere, and left the bulk-
head open, leaving the rest of the chores un-
done.

As the pain continued and even got worse,
It was not long after arriving at my destina-
tion that I excused myself and left. At home,
I tried to find a position that would be com-
fortable. It was impossible.

I don’t take ibuprofen or acetaminophen,
not because I am a brave soul, but because
they never seemed to have much effect. I
pestered my doctor for something, anything
to ameliorate the pain.

He prescribed an opioid that taught me
a lesson. Like the aforementioned medica-
tions, it had little effect, but it did cause me
to feel strange and I stopped taking it.

The lesson was that I shall never con-
demn anyone who becomes dependent on
medication that truly relieves an intolerable
pain. If my prescription had caused my ag-
ony to depart, I might have been on my way
to addiction.

Starting in my late 20s, I was subject
to migraines a few times a year. Though I
still get the aura that accompanied the ex-
perience, the pain does not recur. When the
headaches were at their most intense, I did
not want to be dead, I like life, but I wished
to not be alive temporarily during the worst
of it.

That feeling returned when the pain of
the recent incident was at its most acute. |
am not out of the woods, but am glad to
have not left this dimension.

Over time, the pain alleviated and there
were some medical appointments, that
though not accomplishing too much, let me
think there was some hope.

Then, I walked out back to check on
something and there was a decline in the
ground I did not realize was there, but it
caught me such that much of the pain I
thought was gone, returned.

Again, it took a little time to return to
semi-functionality.

The next event was the worst. As a bee-
keeper, it was time to go into the hives. I had
thought my problem was the result of how I
moved and not weight. In lifting one of the
heavy deep supers (i.e. large boxes filled with
bees, brood and/or honey), my back felt a
shift. I had done it again.

I had not been shy in bringing my prob-
lems to the attention of the primary care
physician and other staff, but it was time to
bring out the talents possessed as a world
class whiner and complainer.

That did not mean an instant cure, but
more appointments and tests than one
could imagine. The worst was an MRI in a
small tube that if one was not claustropho-
bic beforehand, afterward would be a differ-
ent story.

What went through my mind in the
chamber was of an old Alfred Hitchcock
Presents episode. Hitchcock was known for
the dark and macabre. One episode was of a
man trapped in a coffin waiting for a friend
to dig him up.

His buddy had a few too many and the
trapped fellow is shown lighting matches to
check his watch while wondering where his
mate was.

In the tube, there was a bulb that if
one was desperately closed in, they could
squeeze it and be liberated. Boy, did I want
to squeeze.

The battle is not over, I have a pain man-
agement appointment and some alternatives
will be discussed.

Previously, a nurse practitioner told me
a possible treatment could be a spinal in-
jection of a cement. Never having heard of
that, I asked her if they would really do that,
saying; “Is this set in concrete.”

She gave out a world-weary smile, as if
to say, “yeah, we get wise guys like you all
the time.”

Some of my contemporaries have told
me the struggle will be unending. They sug-
gest Tai Chi or Yoga.

I have never warmed to such activities
and ballet is certainly not me, but facts have
to faced.

The most unpleasant is that I’ve been in-
structed to never lift more than 20 pounds
at a time. If there is no training that allows
me to do more than that, I am no longer a
beckeeper.

As the novelist P.K. Dick said, “Reality is
that which does not go away once you stop
believing in it.”

None of this would have happened when
I was younger and more lithe and agile, so
my suggestion to those in my age cohort or
not too far behind is, pay attention!
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Rotary Club presents 4th Annual
TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K

STURBRIDGE - The Rotary Club of Sturbridge
is delighted to announce that its popular TREK Stur-
bridge Halloween 5K, 1K, and Fun Walk will return
on Sunday, Oct. 27, according to race director Klaus
Hachfeld.

The family-friendly event offers two timed races, in-
cluding a 5K Trail Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K Road
Race.

The timed 1K Road Race ($20 registration) for pre-
teens (12 years & under) starts at 9:15 a.m. It will be a
road race along Old Sturbridge Village Road, making
it accessible to persons with mobility challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run ($35 registration) & Fun
Walk (830 registration) will start at 10 a.m. using Old
Sturbridge Village Road and the Arbutus Park Trail in
the Leadmine Mountain Wildlife Conservation Lands.

An awards ceremony will follow at 11:15 a.m. start-
ing with a competition for best Halloween costume for
all registered runners and walkers. Judging will be by
popular choice.

The event also includes free children’s game starting
at 9 a.m. at the Education Center, and organized by a
volunteer team from Burgess Elementary School. No
pre-registration is required for the children’s activities.

All activities begin at the OSV Education Center on
Old Sturbridge Village Road (not to be confused with
Old Sturbridge Village Academy at the main entrance
to the village). Parking will be available in the Educa-
tion Center lot.

Pre-registration is now available on the Race-
Wire website at https://www.racewire.com/register.
php?id=14151

All participants who pre-register by Oct. 21 will get
a 2024 TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun
Walk T-shirt. On-site registration will also be available
starting at 8:30 a.m.

The Trek Sturbridge Halloween 5K and Fun Walk

Brooks Billings, age 4, won the pre-teen division at the 2023 TrekStur-
bridge Halloween 1K Road Race. SUBMITTED PHOTO

is a Sturbridge Rotary Club fundraiser, with all profits
going to the organization’s community needs projects.
For additional information, or to sign on as an event
sponsor, email the race director at laserklaus@gmail.
com or visit the Sturbridge Rotary Club website at
https://sturbridgerotary.com.

GARDEN | FROM PAGE 4

in the cellar at temperatures close to thirty-two degrees
and eighty to eighty-five percent humidity.

Janet Chadwick, in her book “The Beginner’s Guide
to Preserving Food at Home” (Storey Publishing) rec-
ommends storing apples in sawdust inside a cardboard
box lined with a plastic.

Although they will ripen more quickly at even
slightly higher temperatures, don’t let the lack of a su-
per-cold spot dissuade you from storing your apples.
Sure, they won’t keep till spring, but you may get a
month or two out of them.

Any that turn a little soft will still make great baked
apples. Late season apples would lend themselves to
winter storage better than those that are ripe now.

Enjoy the fruits (and vegetables!) of your labor by
proper curing and storage!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 32 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

Support the local
businesses that support

PEOPLE/
MILESTONE NEWS

As a free service for
our readers, we will print all
hirths, weddings, engage-
ments, milestone anniver-
saries, major birthdays,
military  achievements,
honors and awards. We

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

your local newspaper.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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Tour Sturbridge’s
0ld Burial Ground
on Sept. 21

STURBRIDGE - On Saturday, Sept. 21 at 10 a.m.
join local historian Bill Barnsey for an Old Burial
Ground walking tour through 170 years of Sturbridge
history.

Through 21 stones we will explore some notable
people who shaped our Town, and some unique stones
that illustrate the development of stone carving and
belief in the afterlife. Note: this tour will be “oft-trail”
on some very uneven surfaces, please wear your study
shoes.

This program is sponsored by the Sturbridge His-
torical Society. Registration preferred, please contact
by emailing sgibquig@gmail.com. Rain date is Sept.
28

Park along the road in front of the Old Burial
Ground, 293 Main St., or behind the Center Office
Building at 305 Main St., or in the Publick House
parking lot off Haynes Street and behind the Old
Burial Ground.

Lake Wickaboag to receive
weed treatment Sept. 17

WEST BROOKFIELD - The West Brookfield
Board of Health and Lake Wickaboag Preservation
Association have announced that Lake Wickaboag
will receive an herbicide treatment on Tuesday, Sept.
17, to address residual weeds and algae.

The Board of Health has hired SOLitude Lake
Management to apply the herbicide treatment. Lake
water use will be restricted as follows:

Sept. 17 — No swimming, fishing or boating

Sept. 17-18 — No livestock watering

Sept. 17-19 — No direct drinking of lake water

Sept. 17-22 — No use of lake water for irrigation

Members of the LWPA will notify boaters and
swimmers by posting signs on streets leading to the
lake and by placing red flag buoys on the lake.

For additional information, please contact SOLi-
tude Lake Management, by calling 508-885-0101, or
email the LWPA at LWPAO1585@gmail.com.

Large church tag sale
is Saturday, Sept. 14

NORTH BROOKFIELD - A large tag sale will be
held at Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North
Main St., on Saturday, Sept. 14 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

There will be plants (indoor and outdoor), puz-
zles, books, clothes, kid’s stuff, kitchen and household
items, treasures, and more. Name your price.

Rain date is Saturday, Sept. 21.

have a “peaple news” form
available for you to submit
these listings. This materi-
al is provided to us by our
readers and local institu-
tions and we do not charge
to print this content.

For more information,
or to submit people or mile-
stone news for the Quabo-

ag Current please email
pouimette@turley.com

—— ATURLEY PUBLICATION —
www.turley.com

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER
Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

ROBINSON

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

TR E E
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A sensational turnout was had at the Sturbridge Common where Marquis de Lafayette visited 200 years ago during his Farewell Tour of the U.S. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

ANNIVERSARY

packed with actors from Old Sturbridge
Village reenacting the event that took
place 200 years ago in the exact location
where Lafayette visited Sturbridge.

Hundreds of residents were in atten-
dance to witness an important moment in
history for Sturbridge.

Lafayette was a French aristocrat who
fought in the Continental Army with the
American colonists against the British in
the American Revolution.

Joining the celebration were members
of the American Friends of Lafayette.
This organization knows all about the
French visionary leader, the inspirational
quality of his remarkable career, his con-
tributions to the struggle for liberty, and
his ceaseless efforts to forge an eternal
bond of friendship between the U.S. and
France.

American Friends of Lafayette helps
to foster and promote this traditional
friendship by way of continual research
into the history that began with the Amer-
ican War for Independence and includes
any documents and discoveries past and
present that shed more light on the life of
Lafayette.

President of the American Friends of
Lafayette is Alan Hoffman, who spoke
during the ceremony, had a lot to share
during the 200th anniversary of Lafay-
ette’s visit to Sturbridge and Farewell
Tour.

“I'd like to thank the Town of Stur-
bridge for this great event,” Hoffman
said. “This farewell tour was a remark-
able event in our nation.”

Hoffman mentioned that in the last
few weekends, the American Friends
of Lafayette had over 20 events going
on throughout Massachusetts and New
Hampshire as both states were involved
in the Farewell Tour back in 1824.

Lafayette arrived in New York and vis-
ited all 24 states during his tour. On Aug.
31 of 2024, Lafayette arrived in Boston,
and visited seven nearby towns and every
town had an event for Lafayette’s visit.

“The American people wanted to see
this man for what he did for the country,”
Hoffman said.

| FROM PAGE 1

The organization formed a bicentenni-
al committee to commemorate the Fare-
well Tour of Lafayette. The committee
consists of 500 members who live in the
24 states Lafayette visited from 1824-
1825.

Hoffman has been the organization’s
president for 13 years and also serves as
president of the Lafayette Society. There
are many organizations who have proudly
partnered up with the Friends of Lafay-
ette to commemorate this historical event
and Old Sturbridge Village has been a
partner for years.

Hoffman described Old Sturbridge
Village as a “wonderful organization.”

Lafayette’s visit to Sturbridge on Sept.
3, 1824 had an attendance of 3,000 peo-
ple. There was an arch welcoming Lafay-
ette and a band playing music to greet
him.

Now 200 years later, the common
again featured a welcoming arch where
the actor portraying Lafayette would en-
ter as the band played.

The next stop for Hoffman and the
American Friends of Lafayette is Lexing-
ton Common near the Battle of Lexing-
ton and Concord. For more details about
The American Friends of Lafayette and
other Bicentennial Tour programming,
please visit lafayette200.org.

The Publick House was one of the
buildings that Lafayette visited in 1824
and was also part of the 200th anniversa-
ry celebration. A banquet was held at the
Historic Publick House after the festivi-
ties on the common.

During the banquet, Hoffman trans-
lated the account written by Lafayette’s
secretary and reflected on the contrast be-
tween the original tour and it’s just com-
pleted recreation. There was also an ad-
ditional discussion of Lafayette’s human
rights record during the banquet.

Members of the Colonel Timothy Bi-
gelow chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution did a presentation
of “Lafayette and the Ladies.”

Lafayette is forever honored as a be-
loved guest in the U.S. and known as a
war hero who fought for independence.

= e r

American Friends of Lafayette President Alan Hoffman expressing gratitude for Sturbridge’s efforts to honor this

bicentennial celebration of Marquis de Lafayette’s tour of the U.S.

An arch was put in place to welcome Marquis de Lafayette to Sturbridge. More than 3,000 people attend-
ed his visit to Sturbridge back on Sept. 3, 1824.

Guests danced with members of Old Sturbridge Village after the commemoration ceremony.
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Exhibition of Ellen and George Ludway’s work at Eagle Hill School

HARDWICK - The Center at Eagle
Hill is proud to host an extraordinary
exhibition showcasing the artwork of
Ellen and George Ludway, two remark-
able artists whose talent and creativity
flourished during a time of great histor-
ical significance.

This collection offers a rare glimpse
into the artistic legacy of a family deep-
ly rooted in the arts.

Ellen Ludway, a young artist with in-
credible promise, created stunning pen
and ink drawings and pastels of Holly-
wood movie stars during the Great De-
pression. Remarkably, all her featured
work was completed before the age of 17.

Though her artistic career was short-
ened by societal expectations, Ellen’s
pieces remain timeless, capturing the
glamour of her era with grace and pre-
cision.

Her brother, George Ludway, a
prominent cartoonist, contributed to
leading publications such as The New
Yorker before serving as an Air Force
pilot in World War II. After the war,
George continued his work as a car-
toonist and later, at the age of 75, took
up watercolors, producing a new body

of work that reflects his lifelong artistic
passion.

This exhibition not only honors their
artistic achievements but also highlights
the strength of familial creativity, with
generations of Ludways making their
mark as artists in various forms. Visitors
are invited to experience this unique col-
lection, which celebrates both the chal-
lenges and triumphs of pursuing art
through adversity.

The exhibit Celebrating a Legacy of
Art will run from September to Decem-
ber, at The Center at Eagle Hill. There
will be an opening reception, free and
open to the public, on Saturday, Sept.
21 from 4:30-6 p.m.

For additional viewing hours, please
call 413-477-6746.

About The Center

The Center at Eagle Hill is a perfor-
mance venue in central Massachusetts
presenting world class music, dance,
theatre, and comedy. For more informa-
tion about upcoming events, please visit
the website at www.thecenterateaglehill.
org.

The Center at Eagle Hill is located at
242 Old Petersham Road.

L]

The Center at Eagle Hill will showcase the artwork of Ellen and George Ludway, September through December.

An opening reception will be held on Saturday, Sept. 21 from 4:30-6 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Free ‘Intro to Meditation’
class offered on Sept. 21

WARREN - The Centered Place in
Warren is offering a free Introduction
to Meditation class Saturday, Sept. 21
from 3:30-5 p.m.

The class will be taught by Swami
Prajiiananda. She resides at the Sva-
roopa® Vidya Ashram in Downing-
town, Pennsylvania, where she serves
as a Teacher Trainer. She also teaches
yoga, meditation, and yoga therapy
there and worldwide.

Swami Prajfiananda came to The
Centered Place several years ago and
was very well received. Her teaching is
both precise and gentle. Her programs
are always deep, supportive and life
changing.

Swami Prajiananda will teach an
easy and deep method of meditation,
the same method taught at The Cen-
tered Place by yoga and meditation
teacher Phil Milgrom.

She will show you how to sit com-
fortably, whether on blankets or on a
chair. She will then guide you inward,
past the busyness of your mind, to
experience a profound sense of inner
peace.

Also included will be a discourse
on yoga’s ancient teachings, which are
very applicable now in what is often re-
ferred to as “the age of anxiety.”

Meditation is the fastest growing
health trend in the U.S. today. Con-
temporary scientific research on med-
itation has finally confirmed the ben-

efits that practitioners have long been
claiming for centuries.

Some of these benefits include curb-
ing negative thinking and boosting
self-confidence; easing anxiety, inflam-
mation and pain; reducing stress; de-
creasing blood pressure; and improv-
ing sleep. Meditation also improves
brain health, helping prevent Alzhei-
mer’s disease and improve memory and
attention span.

To register for this event, or for
more information, email phil@thecen-
teredplace.com or call 413 436-7374.
Masks are welcomed.

If you have been exposed to
COVID-19, follow CDC recommenda-
tions. If you have COVID symptoms
or test positive for the virus, please stay
home and take care of yourself.

Swami Prajiananda is also present-
ing a 2 Day Program the same day,
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The program in-
cludes easily accessible yoga poses plus
chanting and meditation. There is a fee
for this program.

For more information, email phil@
thecenteredplace.com or call 413-436-
7374.

The Centered Place yoga studio, 286
Bridge St., has served the local area
since 1988. It was founded by Nancy
A Nowak, who co-directs and teach-
es along with her husband, Phil. For
more information visit www.thecen-
teredplace.com.

Church hosts Flea Market
on the Common

WEST BROOKFIELD -The First
Congregational Church, 36 North
Main St. has been hosting its Flea Mar-
ket on the town Common for more than
50 years and this year it will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 14 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

There will be flea folk, antique deal-
ers, crafters, product vendors, and those
emptying out basements and attics.
The church will sponsor a food tent
with grilled food, cold drinks and sweet
treats.

Knights host spaghetti dinner

this Saturday

WEST BROOKFIELD -~ The
Knights of Columbus Council 11080 is
sponsoring a Spaghetti Dinner on Sat-
urday, Sept. 14 in Dugan Hall, Sacred
Heart Church, 10 Milk St.

Proceeds from this event will bene-
fit local food pantries. Dinner includes
pasta fagioli, garden salad, meatballs
and sausage, spaghetti and sauce, Ital-
ian bread, dessert, water, soda, and cof-
fee.

The cost is a $15 donation and $10
for children under 12 years old. Take-

out is available at 6 p.m. and sit-down
dinner is served at 6:30 p.m.

Admission tickets are also good
for entry for a special door prize. Raf-
fle tickets for a 50/50 and more will be
available.

Advance ticket purchase is encour-
aged and appreciated. Tickets are avail-
able from any Knight or by calling
413-813-8100 or by emailingwallycon-
norl22@gmail.com.

Tickets will only be available at the
door while they last.

Vendors needed for Oktoberfest
at Common Ground Ciderworks

NORTH BROOKFIELD - The
Friends of the North Brookfield Town
House will be hosting Oktoberfest 2024
on Sunday, Sept. 29 from noon-4 p.m. at
Common Ground Ciderworks, 31 East
Brookfield Road.

Crafters, wood workers and artisans
of all kinds are welcome. No food ven-
dors, please.

Spaces are available for $50 for a 10

x 10 space. Vendors must provide their
own table and if desired a tent with
weighted legs.

Raffles, games for young and old and
music will be provided by the Friends
of the Town House. Common Ground
will be selling food and drink. For more
information, email Friends@NBTown-
House.com or M_Caramiello@yahoo.
com.

Medicare 101 Educational Event is Sept. 25

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East
Brookfield Senior Center will be hosting
an educational presentation on Wednes-
day, Sept. 25, at | p.m. at the senior cen-
ter located at 110 Pleasant St., for cur-
rent beneficiaries and for those who will
soon be eligible for Medicare.

The information is specific to Massa-
chusetts. The session will run for 1 hour,
including time for questions.

The presentation will be conduct-
ed by Ed Spater, a licensed Insurance
agent, who will explain the basics of
Medicare including:

* Why it’s important to evaluate your
current Medicare plan each year.

» The pros and cons of each of your
Medicare plan options.

* What to consider when deciding
which Medicare plan option is right
for you.

* Ways to save money and get a better
Medicare plan in 2025.

For accommodations of persons
with special needs at meetings call 774-
271-5199 or 711 for TTY callers.
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but ready to open her gallery for other
artists. The gallery is on one of the top
floors of the old cotton mill off Main
Street.

Bigda said she has always loved the
old building and thought of it as a good
location for her art gallery.

“I have a thing for factory buildings,”
Bigda said.

When a space in the old mill building
was available Bigda seized the opportu-
nity to take up the space and convert it
into an art gallery.

Bigda’s art choice is predominantly
watercolor art on a clay panel. There
were over 30 art pieces displayed in the
art gallery as many guests observed and
took pictures all over the gallery.

Bigda said a lot of her guests thought
her watercolor paintings were oil paint-
ings. Her artwork brings out a lot of re-
alism. Bigda also enjoys using still life
and architecture as art forms.

Oen of her popular art themes are
paintings of Fisher Price Little People
figures. Bigda said she is obsessed with
these vintage figurines and uses her col-
lection for certain setups that she will do
paintings of afterwards.

One corner of the art gallery has all
paintings of Fisher Price Little People
portraying different occupations.

Bigda majored in fine art and is a
former art teacher at Quabbin Regional
High School. Bigda pursued a full-time
career in art back in 2008 and has been
painting for 12 years.

With a new art gallery open to the
public, Bigda looks forward to having
art shows, offering classes and work-
shops.

Bigda currently offers classes at her
home studio. Bigda is also looking for-
ward to working with her fellow tenants
in the mill building during future events.

“The Parking Ticket” and “A Shave and a Haircut”
were made with watercolor on paper.

The opening reception partnered up
with Deep Roots Distillery who is the
downstairs neighbor of Kara K Fine
Art. Wine and hors d’oeuvres were pro-
vided as well as catered food thanks to
Chef Adam Popp.

The opening reception was hosting
a raffle where one lucky winner will go
home with a painting as a prize.

Kara K Fine Art gallery is open to
the public with weekend hours of 11
a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

“I look forward to having shows
featuring different artists and themed
shows,” Bigda said.

Kara K. Bigda’s artwork was inspired by Fisher Price Little People figurines.

TRAIL

pen late at night when the orchard is
not open.

Maybe you will witness ghosts and
ghouls picking apples before the sea-
son is over.

This event is presented by the The-
atre Guild of North Brookfield.

The Theatre Guild of North Brook-
field has been around for over 40 years.
The theatre guild brings a lot of op-
portunity and community engagement
through many different shows and pro-
grams.

The Trail of Terror will take place
at Brookfield Orchards on Oct. 25, 26

| FROM PAGE 1

and 27. Doors will open at 5 p.m. with
the trail opening at 6:30 p.m. and the
last ride taking place at 9 p.m.

The event will also feature pump-
kin carving, music with a DJ, snack
bar, brewery, face painting, kettle corn,
cider donuts and apples. Tickets are
available at www.theatreguildofnorth-
brookfield.com and www.brookfiel-
dorchards.com.

This event will take place, rain or
shine. Tickets are $15 per adult and
$12 per child under the age of 12.

This attraction is not for the faint of

heart and ride at your own risk.
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Kara K. Bigda, right, is shown alongside friends during the opening reception of her new art gallery. TURLEY
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

The opening reception drew a big crowd as artist Kara K. Bigda greeted everyone who looked around the
gallery at some of her beautiful art.

Watercolors of candy and Ben & Jerry’s ice cream come off very realistic.

A watercolor titled “To the Airport”. “Morning Sun” is a watercolor on paper.

Kara K. Bigda’s art is predominantly watercolor on a clay panel as several are displayed here above fireplace.



sports@turley.com

The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com |

&4 @turleysports

. ® 4 acebook.com/turleysports

Friday, September 13, 2024 PAGE 9

SPORTS

Cougars take down neighbor Indians

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN-—The Ware and Quabo-
ag girls’ soccer teams entered last Friday
night’s non-league match-up with 1-0
records.

The Lady Cougars remained unde-
feated following a 4-0 shutout victory
over the Lady Indians in their home

opener.

“We do play in a very tough league,
and we’ve been struggling to win games
during the past couple of years,” said
Quaboag head coach Norm St. Denis.
“It does feel very good to win our first
two games of the regular season. I think
it’s the first time that we’ve won our first
two games of the season in the five years
that I’ve been coaching the girls’ varsity

team. We played very well in tonight’s
game.”

Quaboag also posted shutout victo-
ries against Ware on the soccer pitch
during the last two years.

The Lady Cougars began the 2024
regular season by posting a 2-1 road win
against David Prouty two days earlier.

The Lady Indians also opened the
regular season on the road, as they de-

feated Mahar Regional, 2-0, the previ-
ous afternoon.

“Playing back-to-back road games
are very difficult,” said Ware head coach
Morgan Toelken. “Quaboag is a talent-
ed soccer team, and they have a couple
of fast players, especially the midfield-
er’s. We struggled with the pace of the
game.”

See COUGARS | PAGE 10

Cross Country teams
hold scrimmage race

The Quabbin Cross Country teams participate

in an exhibition meet last Thursday afternoon.
PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

BARRE - Ahead of its regu-
lar season opening race against
Lunenberg High School, Quab-
bin’s cross country teams hosted
Monty Tech in an exhibition race.
Both teams were able to get the
atmosphere of a race through the
contest as each gets ready for their
first contests.

See MORE SCRIMMAGE
PHOTOS | PAGE 11

Aidan Mahoney makes his way down the
track.

Luis Pagan puts his all into the fi-
nal part of the race.

Jillian Rigney finishes out the race.

—
Anna Hendricke makes a successful block.

Jake Oxmen sends the ball over the net.

Warriors score
two straight wins

FISKDALE - Last week, after dropping its sea-
son opener, Tantasqua Regional girls volleyball re- £
bounded with two straight wins, the Warriors de-
feated Sutton 3-2 followed by a 3-0 sweep of Notre
Dame Academy on Friday, Sept. 6. The Warriors
next face Oxford on Monday, Sept. 16 at 5 p.m.

Daniela Machado sends
a serve away. PHOTOS BY
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Addy Walder sends a tip over the net.
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Panthers shut out by Littleton

AN

k| 34 l

B

Nathan Cruz navigates through the middle of the field. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Goalie Alijah Flint socks a punt away.

Logan Bruley makes his way up the field.

BARRE - Last week,
Quabbin boys soccer was
defeated at home by Lit-
tleton High School 4-0.
The Panthers also suffered
a 5-2 loss against Oak-
mont in its season opener.
The Panthers are 0-2 and
were scheduled to be on
the road earlier this week
before returning home to
face Tahanto High School
on Thursday, Sept. 12 at 4
p-m. The Panthers will host
Tyngsborough on Sept. 17
at4 p.m.

Owen Twarog tries to clear the ball out of the defensive end of the field.

BARRE - Tickets for the 10th
Quabbin Regional Athletic Hall of
Fame Induction are now available
for the Nov. 9 ceremony to be held
at The Hardwick Crossing Country
Club. A social hour will begin at
5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m.
followed by the induction ceremo-
ny.

Eight individuals and a pair of
championship teams will be hon-
ored. Dating back to the first in-
duction in 2002, this will bring the
total number of individual induct-
ees to 65 and 9 teams.

The induction Class includes:
Rick Wine °77, Anne Marie Midura

Quabbin Athletic Hall
induction set for Nov. 9

Kilpatrick *86, Melissa Staiti Leslie
’00, Hadley Adams ’04, Bob Mitus
’04, Ethan Dickson 07, Kyla Dick-
son 09 and Christian Horton ’12,
1973 Baseball Team, 1985 Softball
Team.

Tickets are $50 and may be ob-
tained by calling Hall of Fame
Chairman Ted Gumula at (413)
348-0414 or through the mail by
contacting: Quabbin Regional Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 874
Barre, MA 01005. The last date
to purchase tickets will be Oct. 19
and all checks must be payable to
QRSD.

MIAA looks to honor officials

The Massachusetts Interscholastic
Athletic Association is looking to collec-
tively recognize the efforts of our Game
Officials. The fall National Officials Ap-
preciation Week will be held Oct. 6 to
12. Once again, MIAA staff members
will travel around the state to personally

thank officials and support their efforts
on the local level. We hope that you will
consider recognizing them in some man-
ner. The Winter Officials Appreciation
Week will be Jan. 13-18, 2025 and the
Spring Officials Appreciation Week will
be April 6-12, 2025.

COUGARS |

Toelken gave a lot of credit to se-
nior goalkeeper Abigale McQuaid, who
made a total of 16 saves.

“Abi kept us in tonight’s game, and
she deserves a ton of credit,” he said.
“We have to work on a few things offen-
sively. We didn’t have very many shots
on goal.”

Junior Isabella Cotaj scored both of
the Lady Indians goals in the season
opener against Mahar.

Down at the other end of the field,
Quaboag sophomore goalie Persephone
Piermarini, who’s a first-year starter at
the varsity level, didn’t see very much
action.

Quaboag scored three of their goals
during the first half.

The Lady Cougars first goal was
scored by junior captain Madelyn Bagg,
who fired a shot into the right corner
during the 11th minute. Junior Maddie
Potvin was credited with the assist.

“Being able to score the first goal of
the game always takes the pressure off,”
St. Denis said. “Then we went about 20
minutes before scoring our next goal.”

With about seven minutes remaining
in the opening half, a goal by senior cap-
tain Parker Tunley gave the Lady Cou-

FROM PAGE 9

gars a 2-0 advantage. Tunley’s classmate,
Nora Schwenker was given the assist.

A couple of minutes later, Quaboag
senior captain Corah Neilsen delivered
a pass to eighth grader Julia Queiroga,
who netted her first career varsity goal.

“It was awesome to see Julia score
her first varsity goal late in the first
half,” St. Denis said. “She has really
been a very nice addition to our team
this year. She’s a very hard worker.”

Seventh graders are allowed to play
soccer at Quaboag, but Queiroga wasn’t
a member of the team a year ago.

The Lady Cougars only goal came
on a free kick during the 65th minute.
Senior Liz Tetlow booted the ball from
the right side into the box where Tunley
redirected it into the net for her second
goal of the match.

“Having a four goal lead in the sec-
ond half, gave us the opportunity to
work on a couple of different things,”
St. Denis said. “This is a very good win
for us.”

It was the only meeting of the regular
season between the two teams, but both
head coaches are hoping the series can
continue next year.
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Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks
League

PALMER - The 2024-2025 can-
dlepin league season has begun as the
month of September has started.

The Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League returned to Diamond
Junction Bowling Lanes in Palmer for
their weekly bowling retreat on Tues-
day nights. The league will be featur-
ing six teams this year with some going
with new team names.

The defending champions, Life is
Good, did not return for this season.
However, two members of Life is Good
rejoined the league and now bowl for
Geriatrics Inc., formerly known as The
Champs R Here. John Havens Sr. and
Jim Plushner are the two bowlers look-
ing to defend their championship.

In week one, Geriatrics Inc. bowled
against Compression. In game one,
Compression defeated Geriatrics by a
score of 340-333. Neither bowler on
each team broke the century mark in
their first game of the season.

In game two, Compression defeated
Geriatrics 356-345. Jason Dominick of
Compression had a good game with
109. Stephen Manolakis, Commercial
Elks League President, of Geriatrics
has a good game as well with a 108.

In game three, The Geriatrics won
the last game 370-336. Manolakis
finished with a 103. With a 34-point

victory in game three, Geriatrics won
total pinfall by a final score of 1048-
1032. Each team receives two points to
start the season.

One new team to the league is a
team of Mail men. Several members
are new to candlepin bowling and are
joining their experienced candlepin
bowler Bryan Surprise. The Mail team
won all three games and total pin-
fall against the vacant BK team who
missed week one.

Bryan Surprise had scores of 109,
112 and 118 on his way to a 339 series.
The Mail team won with team scores
of 337, 353 and 345 with a total pinfall
score of 1035.

The Daft Kings, formerly known as
Acres, bowled against Last in Line. In
game one, Last in Line defeated Daft
Kings 414-379. Jeremy of Last in Line
started off with a 122.

In game two, Daft Kings bounced
back and won 378-359. Dave Cobleigh
of Daft Kings was high bowler with a
119 in game two.

In game three, The Daft Kings won
the last game by a score of 372-345.
The final score was Daft Kings at 1129
and Last in Line at 1118. Daft Kings
started off the season with three points.

Visit Diamond Junction Bowling
Lanes at 1446 North Main St. in Palm-
er. The alleys can be reached by calling
413-289-0013.

The trophy that was won by Life
is Good last season is displayed in a
trophy case inside Diamond Junction
Bowling Lanes.

MORE SCRIMMAGE PHOTOS

Madeleine Boisselle tries to overtake the runner ahead of her. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

| FROM PAGE 9
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‘Beekeeping as a Hobby’
offered at library Sept. 17

WEST BROOKFIELD - Local bee-
keepers Paul and Donna Lapenas will
present a workshop all about bees and
beekeeping on Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 4
p.m. at the Merriam-Gilbert Public Li-
brary, 3 West Main St.

The presentation will include a look
at live bees, beekeeping gear, equipment,

explanation of how bees and beehives
operate and stories from their adven-
tures in beekeeping as a hobby during
their retirement years. All ages are wel-
come.

Please stop by the library to reserve
your seat.

Story time happens Sept. 23

NEW BRAINTREE - The New
Braintree Public Library, 45 Memorial
Drive is offering a story time program
for preschoolers on Monday, Sept. 23
beginning at 9 a.m.

The program’s focus is fall and will
include a reading of “Leaf Man” by

Lois Ehlert and a group project utiliz-
ing items from nature. This reading and
crafts program is held at the library.

People may call the library at 508-
867-7650 during regular business hours
for more information.

Holiday Harvest Festival will be held Sept. 28

PALMER - The Three Rivers
Chamber of Commerce will sponsor
the fourth annual Holiday Harvest Fes-
tival at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School, 240 Sykes St. on
Saturday, Sept. 28 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

There will be food, entertainment,

raffles, games and over 80 vendors.
Other sponsors for the festival in-
clude J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Gold
Sponsor; Country Bank, Silver Spon-
sor; and Beers & Story Funeral Homes,
Noonan Energy and North Brookfield
Savings Bank, Bronze Sponsors.

Researchers recommend including
interpersonal violence in TBI screening

BOSTON - Researchers at VA Bos-
ton, Harvard Medical School, and Bos-
ton University Chobanian & Avedisian
School of Medicine recommended ex-
panding traumatic brain injury screen-
ing among women veterans to include
interpersonal violence in a paper pub-
lished Aug. 14, in the journal “Brain
Sciences”.

“Women veterans often experience
traumatic brain injury from causes un-
related to deployment, but current TBI
screening focuses on deployment,” said
Dr. Michelle Pebole, lead author of the
study, and research fellow at the Trans-
lational Research Center for TBI and
Stress Disorders, known as TRACTS,
at VA Boston Healthcare System, and
the Department of Psychiatry at Har-
vard Medical School. “Improving the
effectiveness of TBI screening tools for
women veterans is critical, given the
physical and mental health disparities
they face because of these injuries.”

The study examined the utility of
the current Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, or VHA, TBI screening tool for
women veterans, comparing it to a com-
prehensive TBI assessment, the Boston
Assessment for TBI-Lifetime, known

as the BAT-L. Ninety women veterans
were included in the study.

Overall, the BAT-L identified 27
non-deployment TBIs not captured by
the VHA screen, most frequently result-
ing from physical assault.

The study findings suggest that
screening for lifetime TBIs from a va-
riety of origins — including partner
violence, military sexual trauma and
accidents — instead of exclusively focus-
ing on deployment-related TBIs would
benefit women veterans. The study also
found an under-identification of TBIs
in clinical care, which suggests that
more liberal screening and referrals for
comprehensive TBI assessments in pol-
ytrauma clinics, women veteran-specific
care clinics, or research settings may im-
prove care for women veterans.

“Future work with larger samples
of both veteran and civilian women is
needed, and could also address inter-
sectional issues in TBI, such as race,
ethnicity, age and socioeconomic sta-
tus,” noted Pebole. “This could help us
understand the utility of screening tools
for detecting TBIs among all women.”

The research is available at https://
www.mdpi.com/2076-3425/14/8/814.
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the distribution of the taxes.”

She said the tax rate used in the pre-
sentation is a proposed rate, and it has
not been certified by the Department
of Revenue yet. Last year’s tax rate was
$16.49 per $1,000 valuation and this
year is $15.95.

“It’s as close to the tax rate as we
think it’s going to be,” Murphy said.

Murphy explained why property
assessments changed, saying that it is
required by the DOR under Massachu-
setts General Laws.

“The values must reflect the mar-
ket...what the properties are selling for,”
she said.

Murphy said the DOR reviews the
town’s data every year and every five
years a revaluation is conducted. She
said FY25 is a revaluation year.

“Department of Revenue actually
comes out to the town. They do field re-
views of our sales, they do field review
of our land values, our land curves...
they get a little bit more involved in
what’s happening in the town of Stur-
bridge,” she said.

Murphy said if the assessed values
are not within 10% of fair market val-
ue, the town would not have its tax rate
approved.

Tax classification
Murphy said the town has five class-
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es of property types: residential, open
space, commercial, industrial and per-
sonal property.

With a single tax rate, 84.89% of the
levy allocation would be on the residen-
tial class and 15.11% would be on the
commercial, industrial and personal
property (or CIP) class.

Murphy said the Selectmen will vote
to decide if the town will continue to
have a single tax rate or shift to a split
tax rate.

She explained that the higher the CIP
value is, the easier it is to have a split tax
rate. She said 108 communities in the
commonwealth had a split tax rate last
fiscal year and 101 of them had higher
CIP values than Sturbridge does.

“Normally it’s about a 30% CIP val-
ue that makes it feasible to do that split
tax rate. We're at 15%,” she said. “If you
try to do a split rate, which we have done
in the past, it puts the burden on to that
smaller group of businesses.”

Murphy said a lot of the businesses
pay both residential and personal prop-
erty tax already. She said the Selectmen
can also vote on discounts and exemp-
tions for open space, residential proper-
ties and small commercial properties.

Murphy said the Assessors recom-
mended the Selectmen vote to adopt a
single tax rate, and vote not to adopt
any of the discounts or exemptions.

“We have found over the years that
the single tax rate is the best thing for
Sturbridge, only because of the CIP
percentage that we have,” she said. “To
shift that burden onto them, we would
foresee that we would lose businesses;
not gain any businesses. It might prevent
other businesses from coming here.”

She said if this happened, it could
negatively impact the residential proper-
ties by losing more of the CIP percent-
age, meaning the residential class would
carry more of the tax burden.

Town Administrator Robin Grimm
said the town gets 18% of its reve-
nue from local receipts collected from
restaurants and hotels. Restaurants also
contribute to the revenue through meals
tax.

“It’s not just losing the business,
it’s losing what also comes with that,”
Grimm said.

Assessment values

Murphy explained how property val-
ues are set by the housing market. She
said the town is required to set the as-
sessed value within 10% of the proper-
ty’s fair market value.

The sales prices of comparable prop-
erties that sold in close proximity to the
assessment date are the primary indica-
tors of assessed values.

She said the assessment values in-
creased by roughly 10-12% based on
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recent property sales. She said lake land
values increased more than the average.

This, in addition to the approved
town budget and local receipts (includ-
ing state cherry sheets, meals and rev-
enue tax, marijuana tax, etc.), is what
determines the tax levy and sets the tax
rate using a mathematical formula.

“They’re two separate things; the
budget is set at town meeting and the
values are set out on the market,” Mur-
phy said.

Murphy said the Assessors do not
look at the budget when setting the val-
ues, that is strictly based on the housing
market. Once the Assessors have set the
values, all of the data is reviewed by the
DOR for certification.

“Theyre verifying that we’re doing
our job,” she said.

Murphy said the Assessors also con-
duct 500 cyclical inspections a year to
help verify that data is accurate.

“The more properties we can get
into, the better our data is, the better
our increases or decreases in values have
been,” she said.

Motions

The Board of Selectmen approved
a motion to adopt a single tax rate and
not to adopt the following: an open
space discount, residential exemption
and small commercial exemption.

SCouT

project proved to be quite a job and involved many
other Scouts, adult leaders and volunteers.

The timber ties came from the old railroad truss
bridge over the Ware River in New Braintree that the
EQLT recently replaced. The ties were stained, cut
into four-foot sections and then brought to Pynchon’s

Grist Mill.

A truck can only get to the start of the trail so the
ties and all the tools had to be carried by hand and
wheelbarrow about a quarter mile to where the stairs

would be built.

Salvadore and his work crew then had to dig into
the hill side to create level terraces to layer the beams
and create the ascending staircase. To reach the top
of the slope required 26 steps and over 40 of the large

ties, and the help of many volunteers.

The completed staircase is impressive to see in the
middle of the woods and now makes the trail more

accessible and prevents erosion.

Pynchon’s Grist Mill is a EQLT property off Wick-
aboag Valley Road in West Brookfield. There is a ki-
osk with trail maps and the trail begins on the other

side of the road from the parking area.

| FROM PAGE 1

This photo shows the staircase halfway done.

Ethan Salvadore and Luke Salvadore are shown moving some dirt.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

2003 BOMBARDIER RALLY 200
ATV four wheeler, needs carburetor
and cleaned. Asking $425. Call 860-
841-9160.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178.

TAG SALE

COMMUNITY TAG SALE. Ludlow
Housing Authority, 114 Wilson Street,
Ludlow. Friday, 9/20/24, 8:30am-
1:30pm. Indoors: Rain or shine. Ev-
erything must go!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

BUY
LOCALLY

(Retro World)

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x¥xxx%*x A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DOG DAYCARE & TRAINING.
SPACIOUS outdoor farm style dog
daycare, relaxed pickup and drop-off
times. Training, lessons also available.
413-209-7744-Hampden, MA.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

HAVE BRIDGEPORT will work.
Small one-man shop looking for work.
Make new, remake old, repair parts.
Call 1-413-207-1709.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. Tim
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

Classified Advertising

DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOON

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext.
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome.
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

Suppont oun co | Call Pete 413-433-0356.
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ ) =4
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Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Residential removal of trees,
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP
GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

| Aut0
CASH FOR
NK

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33, 2 SLIDE OUTS, REAR
KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4, LOTS OF
STORAGE. $17000. BRIMFIELD
(413)374-1880

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME
PODIATRY OFFICE, Portuguese
speaking helpful. Ludlow, Mass. email
resume to podbill@aol.com.

Ludlow Public School District
CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES,
on-call Monday thru Friday, 3pm-7pm.
Submit resume and letter of intent to
www.schoolspring.com.

OAKHAM’S HIGHWAY DEPART-
MENT is hiring part-time seasonal
plow drivers. Class B CDL preferred.
$21/hr, over time after 8 hrs in a day.
Contact Highway Superintendent, Har-
old Black at 508-882-5556.

The Town of Oakham is seeking a
qualified, experienced candidate to fill
the part-time position of TOWN
CLERK. The Town Clerk is the chief
election officer for the town and the
clerk of Town Meetings. For a full job
description visit www.oakham-ma.
gov/clerks-office. Salary negotia-
ble based on experience.
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New Braintree Police Log

During the week of Aug. 26-Sept. 2,
the HardwickINew Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 14 building/prop-
erty checks, 41 directedlarea patrols, nine
radar assignments, three traffic controls,
two emergency 911 calls, two safety haz-
ards, one threat, two animal calls and
four motor vehicle stops in the town of
New Braintree.

Tuesday, Aug. 27
4:53 a.m. Safety Hazard, Unitas
Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, Aug. 29
10:08 a.m. Threat, Unknown Loca-
tion, Spoken To

Saturday, Aug. 31
7:21 a.m. Safety Hazard, Hardwick
Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
8:16 a.m. 911 Welfare Check, Wine
Road, Merge
8:22 a.m. 911 Welfare Check, Old
Wine Road, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, Sept. 1
2:50 p.m. Gunshots, Pierce Road, Of-
ficer Handled

East Brookfield

During the week of Aug 26-Sept.
2, the East Brookfield Police Depart-
ment responded to 141 buildinglproperty
checks, 81 directed area patrols, 16 traf-
fic controls, 23 radar assignments, nine
emergency 911 calls, two citizen assists,
six assist other agencies, one complaint,
one investigation, one motor vehicle in-
vestigation, one fraud, one safety hazard,
two animal calls and 57 motor vehicle
stops in the town of East Brookfield.

Monday, Aug. 26

12:19 a.m. 911 Suspicious Activity,
East Main Street, Spoken To

7:20 a.m. Be On the Lookout, New
Boston Road, Investigated

8:10 a.m. Radar, Podunk Road, Ci-
tation Issued

8:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-
dunk Road, Written Warning

8:39 a.m. Radar, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

8:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield Road, Written Warning

9:33 a.m. Traffic Control, East Main
Street, Citation Issued

9:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Written Warning

10:34 a.m. Safety Hazard, East Main
Street, Officer Handled

11:16 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie
Mack Drive, Officer Handled

2:54 p.m. Investigation, Route 49, In-
vestigated

6:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Me-
chanic Street, Citation Issued

8:47 p.m. Radar, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

8:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

Tuesday, Aug. 27

6:32 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Knox Trail Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

10 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Jean
Avenue, Dispatch Handled

1:46 p.m. Welfare Check, Podunk
Road, Transported to Hospital

3:32 p.m. Fraud, Connie Mack
Drive, Report Taken

4:19 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Har-
rington Street, Investigated

10:37 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out
of Town, Officer Handled

Wednesday, Aug. 28

8:12 a.m. Medical Alarm, Maple
Way, Services Rendered

6:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Shore
Road, Citation Issued

9:15 p.m. Radar, Route 49, Written
Warning

9:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route
49, Citation Issued

9:29 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Spen-
cer, Services Rendered

10:05 p.m. 911 Misdial, Maple Street,
Officer Handled

Thursday, Aug. 29
5:30 a.m. Medical Emergency, Har-
rington Street, Transported to Hospital
12:26 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Un-
known Location, Dispatch Handled

Police Log

5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-
dunk Road, Written Warning

5:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

8:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West
Sturbridge Road, Citation Issued

Friday, Aug. 30

7:30 a.m. 911 Medica Emergency,
Podunk Road, Transported to Hospital

8:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

10:09 a.m. Traffic Control,
Main Street, Citation Issued

11:51 a.m. Officer Initiated, Depot
Square, Arrest(s) Made

4:02 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out
of Town, Services Rendered

10:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-
rington Street, Citation Issued

10:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

East

Saturday, Aug. 31
9:22 a.m. Serve Warrant, Gleason
Avenue, Arrest(s) Made
9:23 pm. 911 Medical Emergency,
North Brookfield Road, Transported to
Hospital

Sunday, Sept. 1

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

4:47 p.m. Radar, Route 49, Citation
Issued

4:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route
49, Written Warning

5:10 p.m. Radar, Harrington Street,
Citation Issued

5:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-
rington Street, Written Warning

5:38 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency,
Blaine Avenue, Transported to Hospital

7:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Howe
Street, Vehicle Towed

Monday, Sept. 2

9:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:42 a.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown
Location, Officer Handled

9:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

10:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

10:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
North Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

11:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

11:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

6:37 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-
hicle Operations, Podunk Road, Nega-
tive Contact

9:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

9:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-
tion, North Street, Investigated
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

GYM SUPERVISOR - P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR
PUBLIC WORKS
SKILLED WORKER
RECYCLING ATTENDANT - P/T

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several vacancies. For application and
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting
letters of interest from qualified candi-
dates to fill two full-time Equipment
Operator/General Laborer posi-
tions in the Town Highway Department.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic
Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 certi-
fication is preferred.

Further information can be found on
the Town’s website: www.worthing-
ton-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday — Friday, 7 AM
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthingtonhigh-
way @gmail.com or to Worthington
Highway Department, P. O. Box 643,
Worthington, MA. This posting will
remain pertinent until the position is
filled.

The Town of Worthington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

QUIET 1 BEDROOM IN LUD-
LOW, first floor, efficiency kitchen.
$925. Near Mass Pike. Parking, on-site
laundry, no smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

Post your
I job openings
-_ in our
el classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

=

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLUES ACROSS actress Susan ~ CLUES DOWN 24. Principle

1. Engine additive ~ 25. For each 1. ldyllic underlying the

4. A type of test 26. __ Paulo, city 2. South Pacific universe

8. Curtail 27. League titles island nations 25. Distinct units of

10. Irish surname ~ 34. More intensely 3. Shrub of the sound

11. The opposite of black olive family 26. Title of respect
good 35. Slang for lovely 4. Boundaries 27. Against

12. Got rid of 36. Petrarch is 5. Encircle 28. Foot (Latin)

13. Central parts known for them 6. Weights 29. One point east
of a church 37. 0ld Eurasian 7. Samberg is one of due south
building wheat 9. Sheep sound 30. Concerning the

15. Stylistically 38. Body part 10. European blood

16. Intestinal 39. Swedish rock country 31. Type of

17. Negative group 12. Respected pentameter
potential 40. They’re worth group of people  32. North American
outcomes avoiding 14. Trigraph peoples

18.Liveduptoa 41. Rising and 15. Prosecutors 33. Layers of rock
standard falling of the 17. Assign a 34. Georges

21. Snag voice nickname __,French

22. Time units 42.Wings 19. Huge size philosopher
(abbr.) 43. Enzyme import  20. Partner to 36. Lengthy tale

23.Ad __ for respiration cheese

24. “Partridge” 23. Fastballs
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

DON'T BUY L YOU 3¢ St

1,000S OF A/CS &

DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!

HUGE APPLIANGE REBATES!
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!

E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ =23

in St., S
TN sowmhitccsateacom 308-885-9343
AL open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

55 WEST ST., WARE - $250,000
COMMERCIALIBUSINESS OPPORTUNITY'
Robert’s Garage has been run as a ; < B
1| family owned business since it was
S| established in 1938. Well established
auto-repair shop. Robert’s Garage has -
a history of Trustworthy customer service, driving substantial cash
flow with a strong customer loyalty and a proven reputation in the
community which will allow the New Ownership a turnkey business
with a positive cash flow. Located in a high traffic area with great
visibility! 21 E in hand. This would make a great spot for Auto Sales!
CEN T URY 21 Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!

S 180 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

S
WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

ALL SIZES
White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue ® Brown ¢ Purple
Red ¢ Lt Gray * Dark Gray

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Chip Stone e Stone Dust © Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt  Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums

VQ

RNQ@R

;.m.xm.rerg

)
K 4

RLOIH Pt

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Route 31N, Spencer, MA
508-885-6100
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt ¢ = =
WWW. bondsandandgrave om [Kj

L@/ 98 North Spencer Road,
0”5/ 508-885-2480
o

O\ nl.‘."‘ye

(¢

4 )

F/“( f? :

dveniu ﬁc

//w )(

COLLETTE DOMESTIC
& INTERNATIONAL TOURS |

Spotlight on Tuscany - May 10-18, 2025
Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks - May 14-23, 2025

American Heritage - May 23-30, 2025

The Colorado Rockies - July 18-26, 2024

Montana: Exploring Big Sky Country - August 25-September 5, 2025
Portugal and Its Islands - September 12-26, 2025
Peaks of Europe - September 12-24, 2025
Christmas in London - December 5-11, 2025

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

Welcome to 100 Cutler Road, a charming home |
situated on a serene dead-end street. Inside this
beautiful home you will find a bright and inviting living £
area that is bathed in natural light, creating a warm |&&
and welcoming atmosphere. The main level offers
a huge cabinet packed kitchen, a large open dining
room with access to the back deck, a fireplaced living
room, a primary suite with large double closets, a private bathroom & a sunroom! Plus 2 more
good sized bedrooms! The 5 room lower level comes complete with a second kitchen, private
entrance and excellent in-law or teen suite potential, ideal for extended family, guests, or extra
living space! 1 car garage under, a massive paved driveway with plenty of room for parking!
3.44 stunning country acres with stone walls, open space & loads of privacy! Great commuter
location with easy access to its. 9, 20, 84 & the MA Pike!! This is truly a hidden gem!! $479,900

S YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

We Do More
So You Will
Y Make More!!!

= |

., Michelle Terry ~ EXIT Real Estate Executives
Broker/Owner f 130 W. Main Street

michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562

\ or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com y

GIVE US A GALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

GIDER DONUTS

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 » 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com
Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd.

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd.
to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

Our Donuts Are

Famously Delicious!

VISIT THE FARM FOR: =N —_——— —

e Honey © Cheese | FREE I
1/2 Dozen

e Jams e Early Apples |

° Maple syrup WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE I
E B EEEEE GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY .

Southbridge Road, Warren, VMIA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Cider Donuts

Open 10am-6pm
(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

MICHAEL

sgaloomey

Real Estate

East Brookfield | Maryellen Brunelle | 774-230-1419

Oakham | Irene Caruso | 774-696-9794

Worcester / West Brookfield | Macey Gaumond | 413-233-8967
Spencer | Zac Leach | 508-277-5209

:‘.‘__,.. Holden |Sarah Mahoney | 774-245-1218

Barre | Dan Mankin |760-617-0548

Leicester | Lee Martinelli | 774-253-0364
Paxton | Scott Moss | 508-847-6330

Spencer | Amy LEkleberry Perro | 508-769-7025
Brookfield | Meghan Robidoux | 508-414-2518
North Brookfield | Mike Toomey | 508-951-6460

Serving all your Real Estate needs!

BBO+BEER+BAND

—— at Farmer Matt's —

FarmerMatt.com/events

Upcoming events

BBQ + Beer + Band w/ Lost Towns
Thur., Sept. 19 :Thur., Oct. 31

MA State Police Academy Community Day
Sat. Sept. 25 from 12-2pm
340 W. Brookfield Rd., New Braintree

Oktoberfest w/ Lost Towns
Sat. Sept. 28

Farmer Matt’

FarmerMatt.com
860 West Brookfield Rd.
New Braintree, MA




