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SPENCER – The Spen-
cer Fair was held over five 
days for Labor Day week-
end, bringing a mix of agri-
culture and midway excite-
ment.

Founded in 1888, this fair 
has been the longstanding 
unofficial “end of summer” 
for central Massachusetts. 
Fairgoers were able to enjoy 
cattle and poultry exhibi-
tions, agricultural exhibits, 
arts and crafts, dog agili-

ty performances, tractor 
and oxen pulling, live mu-
sic, wandering performers, 
games and rides, vendors, 
food and more. 

The Spencer Fair is 
also home to the “World’s 
Larges Demolition Derby,” 
 hosted by JM Motorsports.

MassDOT presents 
Long Hill bridge
replacement
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Members of the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Transportation presented a 
plan back in April regard-
ing a bridge replacement 
needed at Long Hill Road 
over the Quaboag River. 

Presenting the design 
and scope of  work were 
Herrio Lamothe, proj-
ect manager from Mass-
DOT and Meghan Wal-
ter of  Lochner, which 
is a consultant who did 
the studies of  the bridge 
and found deterioration. 
Other people part of  the 
project include Paula Sim-
mons, a development engi-
neer, Rosemary Scrivens, a 
community compliance 
officer and Dan Racicot 
who assisted with legisla-
tive affairs and communi-
cations. Local liaisons to 
the project include Town 
Administrator Theresa 
Cofske and highway su-

perintendent James Daley. 
Walter said the an-

ticipated timeline of the 
project is two years of 
construction starting in 
the fall of 2027, and a 
full seven mile detour of 
the road, utilizing parts 
of Long Hill Road, East 
Road and Route 67, with 
the detour expected to last 
a year. There will be no 
night work because of the 
residential area. 

The estimated cost is 
$18 million.

According to Walter, 
the need for the replace-
ment was first viewed in 
August of 2022 when a 
regularly scheduled inspec-
tion required by law found 
deterioration. Walter said 
the next steps were a DOT 
checklist received in 2023, 
alternative analyses in 
2025, a 25% design by Feb-
ruary of 2026 and the pub-
lic hearing in April. 

Walter said the deterio-

Spencer Fair continues 
Labor Day tradition

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Chris Tillotson’s first place-win-
ning giant pumpkin weight in at 
937.4 pounds. See more photos 
on page 3.

Friends of North Brookfield Town House highlight two artists
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – For the month of 
September, the Friends of 
the North Brookfield Town 
House highlighted two art-
ists, Elisabeth and Darrell 
Hyder.

The couple each has their 
own spaces in their North 
Brookfield home which fea-
tures a studio and printing 
shop. 

For 50 years, Darrell has 
worked with old printing 
technology consisting of let-
terpresses and hand presses. 

What started off  as a 
childhood hobby with the 
use of a little hand press be-

came a craft that would be a 
part of Darrell’s life. He said 
he got into using this tradi-
tional printing technology 
when it began to phase out 
commercially. 

Throughout what he calls 
“the shop” are drawers of 
old metal pieces of words 
that were used to help print 
newspapers and other docu-
ments. Darell has both small 
and large metal types and 
plates for his printing. 

One large type in his shop 
is a 120-point type for larger 
wording. 

Though he studied muse-
um work in college, Darrell 
found a job at a printing 
shop which got him to work 
with this older technology. 

Later in life, he worked 

for a book printer in Ver-
mont which is where he met 
Elisabeth. 

The two of them got 
married near her home in 
Switzerland where Elisabeth 
taught kindergarten. Dar-
rel found work as a printer 
while he and Elisabeth lived 
in Switzerland.

Soon they both found 
their way back home and 
settled in Barre. Darrell 
worked in production for 
Barre Publishers for a few 
years back in the late 1960s 
to the early 1970s. 

After his time at Barre 
Publishers, the Hyders 
bought a house in North 
Brookfield. Darrell started 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – As 
Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Tech-
nical High School 
reopens for the new 
year, the community 
welcomed Principal 
Jay Taylor to the 
staff.

Taylor has a di-
verse background 
in education, which has in-
volved working in multiple 
roles as both a teacher and 
an administrator. He de-
scribed himself  as feeling 
honored and excited to be 
joining Pathfinder Tech.

“Each role taught me 
something different and 
helped shape who I am as 
school leader,” Taylor said.

This week, Taylor is 
coming off  of the late-
week Professional Devel-

opment ahead 
of students ar-
riving at Path-
finder this past 
Monday. This 
served as Tay-
lor’s opportuni-
ty to introduce 
himself  to the 
staff, and dis-
cuss all the op-
portunities the 

school has to offer and 
why he loves technical vo-
cational education.

“People see relevance in 
their learning,” Taylor said. 
“Schools like Pathfinder 
Tech have the opportunity 
to change the trajectory of 
people’s lives.”

Pathfinder Voc Tech 
welcomes new principal

A cow from Thistle Rock Farm 
in New Braintree eyed one of 
its neighbors across the barn 
at the Spencer Fair, held this 
past weekend.

Principal 
Jay Taylor 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Elisabeth and Darrell Hyder of North Brookfield were selected as September’s Artists of the Month by the 
Friends of the North Brookfield Town House.

QRSCD kicks off new school year with ice cream social
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Quabo-
ag Regional School District 
kicked off  the school year 
with an ice cream social tour 

on Aug. 31.
Members of the school 

district’s administrative 
team stopped in Warren, 
West Brookfield and North 
Brookfield to give out free 
ice cream.

This kickoff of the school 

year event was not only a 
chance for the community 
to enjoy a late summer treat, 
but to also meet and connect 
with members of the school 
district and community. 

“We want to begin the 
school year by connecting 

with the families and com-
munities we serve,” Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School Principal John Dio-
rio said. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
The West Brookfield common was one of the ice cream social stops hosted by the Quaboag Regional School District to kick off the upcoming 
school year. 
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STURBRIDGE – Join 
the Sturbridge Historical 
Society and the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library for 
an evening with renowned 
historian and Sturbridge 
resident Manisha Sinha on 
Thursday, Sept. 24, at 7 p.m. 
at the Sturbridge Senior 
Center.

As our nation 
celebrates the 
250th anniversa-
ry of its founding, 
Professor Sinha 
will explore how 
the Civil War and 
e m a n c i p at i o n 
functioned as a 
“Second Ameri-
can Revolution.” 
This transformative period 
led to the re-founding of the 
American Republic during 
Reconstruction, establish-
ing birthright citizenship 
and the first federal civil 
rights laws. 

Her talk is drawn from 
her latest acclaimed work, 
The Rise and Fall of the 
Second American Republic: 
Reconstruction, 1860-1920.

The presentation will 
delve into the overthrow 
of  this Second Republic by 
domestic terror and legal 
decisions that hollowed 
out Reconstruction-era 

protections. 
The promise of Amer-

ican citizenship regardless 
of race or color would not 
be realized until the Civil 
Rights Movement in the 
twentieth century. We still 
live with the competing leg-
acies of reactionary author-

itarianism and pro-
gressive democracy 
bequeathed by this 
history.  

Copies of the 
book will be avail-
able for purchase 
and signing follow-
ing the presenta-
tion.

Having resided 
in Sturbridge since 

1994, Sinha has authored 
several distinguished, 
prize-winning volumes in-
cluding “The Slave’s Cause: 
A History of Abolition” 
(2016), a work that earned a 
spot on the National Book 
Award longlist for nonfic-
tion. 

A graduate of Columbia 
University with a Ph.D. in 
American history – where 
her doctoral research was 
a Bancroft Prize nomi-
nee – she spent more than 
two decades at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. During her ten-

ure there, she received the 
Chancellor’s Medal, the 
faculty’s most prestigious 
commendation. 

Since 2016, she has 
served as the Draper Chair 

in American History at the 
University of Connecticut, 
Storrs, and is the Past Pres-
ident of the Society for His-
torians of the Early Ameri-
can Republic.

- community -

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The 79th An-
nual Ware Grange Fair took 
place Aug. 28-29 with an-
other strong turnout. 

Judging took place the 
day before and there were 
350 exhibits entered. 

Randy Vaill of the Ware 
Grange said this year’s fair 
was “another good year”, 
as the traditions of the Ware 
Grange Fair continue. 

In 2025, the fair had a 
record setting year with 419 
exhibits. 

This year, the Grange re-
ceived 294 adult entries and 
56 youth entries. There were 
81 exhibitors at this year’s 
fair with 13 new exhibitors. 

The State Grange is the 
parent organization that 
helps support the annual 
Ware Grange Fair every 
year. There were a few “eye 
catchers” as Vaill described 
in this year’s fair. 

One outstanding exhibit 
was a giant field pumpkin 
that was entered by Rosalie 
Belisle of Ware. The field 
pumpkin received a Special 
Agriculture Rosette from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Agriculture Resources. 

Some spectators at the 
Ware Grange Fair referred 
to it as “the Great Pump-
kin.” 

Another eye-catching ex-
hibit was a non-agricultur-
al entry. April Rose Carter 
of Barre made a crocheted 
afghan that received a Spe-
cial Rosette from the Ware 

Grange Fair. 
Heidi Bara of Wales won 

her first ribbon in this year’s 
fair. Bara entered a hydran-
gea which won a Special 
Agriculture Rosette from 
the Massachusetts State 
Grange. 

For the youth exhibits, 
Mackenzie McNally won 
her first ribbon in this year’s 
fair for her wildflower ar-
rangement. 

“I was shocked,” Mc-
Nally said when she saw her 
wildflower arrangement re-
ceive first prize. 

McNally put together an 
arrangement of wildflowers 
she picked near her home 
and ended up with a Special 
Agriculture Rosette from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Agriculture Resources. 

Charlotte Corbett of 
Monson was another youth 
exhibitor who received a rib-
bon for entering duck eggs. 

Eden Fanelli of Hardwick 
entered a watercolor paint-
ing and received a ribbon 
from the Ware Grange Fair 
for Outstanding Non-Agri-
culture Entry. 

The Ware Grange fea-
tured a lot of field events for 
children including limbo, pie 
eating contest, sponge re-
lay race, balloon pop, hula 
hoop hop and water balloon 
toss. Carnival games also re-
turned to the Ware Grange 
Fair. 

Terry Vaill is the star 
baker who made hundreds 
of cookies, breads, and pies 
for the bake sale. There were 
143 packages of cookies, 
87 breads, 117 packages of 
brownie bars, 32 packages 
of fudge, 20 packages of 
peanut butter crispy balls, 50 
packages of whoopie pies, 
27 large pies and 12 small 
pies. 

Vaill also made cakes 

and cornbread for the sup-
per later on during the Ware 
Grange Fair. The Grange 
also hosted a penny sale 
with hundreds of items 
available. 

An auction of fruits, 
vegetables, baked items and 
other goodies took place af-
ter the supper on Saturday. 

The Fun Dog Show re-
turned to the annual fair 
and it has become a beloved 
event. A total of nine dogs 
entered in this year’s dog 
show, participating in multi-
ple categories. 

Tammy Taquino of Sec-
ond Chance Animal Ser-
vices served as this year’s 
dog show judge.  

Second Chance Animal 
Services had a booth set up 
during the Ware Grange 
Fair sharing programs and 
services they have to offer. 
Second Chance was also 
selling merchandise with 
proceeds helping to support 
the animals. 

Timber, Golden Retriev-
er-Yellow Lab mix, received 
a few ribbons during the 
Fun Dog Show. One of 
Timber’s tricks was rolling 
over on the ground. 

Timber, now 10 years 
old, came from Second 
Chance at 6 months old and 
is a proud participant in the 
Dog Show. 

Lily and Riley are a pair 
of bull mastiffs who were 
adopted at a young age 
and are both eight years 
old. Both dogs received the 
prize for best dressed wear-
ing adorable outfits that 
made the audience make 
vampire noises. Riley re-
ceived third place for Best 
in Show, and Lilly won sec-
ond place. 

One category in the show 
was for Best Rescue Story. 
This was an opportunity 
for dog owners to share the 
backstory of how their dogs 
came into their lives. 

Dora was imported from 

St. Martin and is considered 
a “blessing” according to her 
owner. Dora is also a calen-
dar dog for the 2026 Bay 
Path Calendar. 

Cairn, who received 
second place for being the 
scruffiest and fluffiest dog, 
was found somewhere on 
the Appalachian Trail. Her 
rescue story was voted for 
first prize. 

Shiva, a Belgian Mali-
nois, was voted Best in Show 
for this year’s dog show. 

The annual Ware Grange 
Fair ended with a barbe-
que dinner featuring pulled 
pork, chicken, brisket, 
baked beans, coleslaw, corn-
bread, desserts and drinks. 
This year’s fair also featured 
live music by the talented 
Brianna Lamb. 

The Ware Grange is lo-
cated off  Route 9 at 297 
Belchertown Road in Ware. 
More about the Ware 
Grange can be found at 
www.waregrange.org. 

79th Annual Ware Grange Fair celebrated

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Mackenzie McNally of Brimfield received a Special Agriculture Rosette 
ribbon for her wildflower arrangement, which was exhibited during the 
79th Annual Ware Grange Fair. 

Shiva is a Belgian Malinois who 
received a ribbon for Best in 
Show during the Ware Grange 
Fair’s Fun Dog Show. 

This field pumpkin, entered by Rosalie Belisle of Barre, received the 
Massachusetts Department of Agriculture Resources Special Agricul-
ture Rosette in the adult group. 

Garden club hosts ‘Plant 
with Purpose’ presentation

SOUTHBRIDGE – The 
Southbridge Garden Club 
will host Nikki Howell of 
Lady Fern Farm for a spe-
cial presentation on Tues-
day, Sept. 15, at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Jacob Edwards Library 
in Southbridge. 

In her talk, “Plant with 
Purpose, Design with Na-
ture,” Howell will explore 
how to cultivate beautiful, 
resilient landscapes that sup-
port local pollinators and re-
store vital ecosystems. 

Attendees will be intro-
duced to the core principles 
of ecological garden design, 
including native plant selec-
tion, structural layering, and 
site-specific planning-skills 
applicable to home gar-
dens, community spaces and 
large-scale restoration proj-
ects alike.

Lady Fern Farm is a 
woman-owned nursery ded-
icated to cultivating North-
east native plants and offer-
ing enriching educational 
workshops. 

Howell, the owner and 
founder, brings a wealth of 
experience to the field with 
a degree in Sustainable Ag-
riculture and years spent 
farming in the landscapes of 

Tuscany and Long Island. 
After returning to 

Worcester, Howell turned 
her passion for organic gar-
dening into a mission to 
preserve biodiversity. Her 
work at Lady Fern Farm 
champions the ecological 
resilience of native species, 
emphasizing their co-evolu-
tion with local wildlife and 
their essential role in our en-
vironment.

The Southbridge Garden 
Club is a regional organiza-
tion that welcomes members 
from across the local com-
munity. 

The club meets monthly 
for horticultural programs, 
garden tours, and seasonal 
events, including its popular 
annual Plant Sale in May 
and Holiday Greens Sale in 
December. Their mission is 
“to share an interest in hor-
ticulture and to expand our 
knowledge of gardening for 
our mutual benefit and that 
of our local communities.”

 This program is free and 
open to the public, though 
registration is required. To 
reserve your spot, please 
visit jacobedwardslibrary.
org or call the library at 508-
764-5426.

Local author Sinha to talk on ‘Second American Revolution’

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Historian will be the featured speaker at the Sturbridge Historical 
Society’s meeting on Thursday, Sept. 24 at 7  p.m. at the Sturbridge 
Senior Center.

Manisha Sinha

Library hosts 
Sept. 14
story time

NEW BRAINTREE 
– The New Braintree Pub-
lic Library, 45 Memorial 
Drive, restarts their month-
ly preschool story hour on 
Monday, Sept. 14 at 11:30 
a.m. Children enjoy a sto-
ry, craft and independent 
playtime. All are welcome 
and parental supervision is 
required.

The library will host the 
CFCE MOC coordinated 
science playgroup on Mon-
day, Sept. 28 at 10:30 a.m.. 
The target age group is 6 
and under. All are welcome 
and parental supervision is 
required. 
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lb99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ...................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/10/26-9/16/269/10/26-9/16/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH STEAKS ......................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CHICKEN OF THE SEA

SHRIMP SCAMPI
GARLIC & BUTTER 10 OZ. .............

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GEN BAKE POWDERED
DONUT HOLES 14 OZ. TUB .................

$185USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 LB BAG ........

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb

$199USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AUDIE’S 
PORK CHITTERLINGS CLEANED....... 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN, RIB END or
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST .........
USDA INSP. FROZEN BOURBON BBQ MARINATED

BEEF STEAKHOUSE TIPS ........ lb

lb
$399

$599

79¢
lb

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

BEEF 
STRIP LOIN

$877
lb

$777
lb

$289
lb

$229
lb

 5 LB. 
BAG

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

2/$5

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregation-
al Church of West Brook-
field, UCC, and the George 
Whitefield United Method-
ist Church will hold an ec-
umenical Sunday morning 
worship service on the West 
Brookfield town common 
on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10 
a.m. 

The public is warmly in-
vited to attend. Extra chairs 

will be available but bring-
ing your own is encouraged. 

Instead of a collection, 
it is asked that items for the 
Sharing Cupboard Food 
Pantry be brought for do-
nation. 

In case of rain, the ser-
vice will be inside the church 
at 36 North Main St.

Please call the Congrega-
tional Church for more in-
formation at 508-867-7078. 

Ecumenical Service on the 
West Brookfield common

Spencer Fair continues Labor Day tradition

Tonic and Jameson of Moonshine Acres in Barre enjoyed a late afternoon nap.

One of the dogs from Central K9 Performance Dogs took a dive at the 
Spencer Fair.

Michael Vinsh took third place with this 328.8 pound giant pumpkin. Below Deck performed on Friday evening of the Spencer Fair.

A bantam rooster was entered in the poultry showed by Shannon By-
rnes.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

Terry Baker’s second place giant pumpkin weighed in at 431 pounds.

Newly hatched chicks drew many visitors. Pigeons watched fairgoers explore the poultry exhibition. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the edi-
tor should be 250 
words or less in 

length, and guest col-
umns between 500 and 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also 
include his or her town 
of residence and home 
telephone number. We 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defa-
mation of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 80 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 OR e-mail to poui-
mette@turley.com. Dead-
line for submission is 
Monday at noon for the 
following week’s edition.

EDITOR
Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

I had far too many plans 
for a long weekend.  

There were peaches to 
can, applesauce to make, 
peppers to roast and toma-
toes to turn into sauce and 
salsa. Oh yes, and cabbage 
to ferment into sauerkraut.  

Tis the season!  
Someone once said that 

it is important to “make hay 
while the sun is shin-
ing.” That is exactly 
what I did.  

While I was at 
it I came across a 
few teachable mo-
ments, and that is 
what I want to share 
with you today.

Some of my 
peaches have brown 
rot and some had split pits. 
Brown rot is a fungal dis-
ease that leaves furry brown 
areas on the fruit.  

It can spread fast. One 
day a small patch; the next 
day half  a fruit is infected.  

Much like with apple 
scab, sanitation will go a 
long way to aid in preven-
tion. Your goal is to prevent 
disease spores from over-
wintering. 

Throw out any fallen 
infected peaches. If  peach-
es are clinging to the trees 
well after harvest, pick these 
“mummies” and get rid of 
them too.  

Rake up leaves that may 
also carry the disease. If  
raking is unrealistic, mow 
under the tree to encourage 
the leaves to break down.  

In late winter, prune to 
encourage good air flow, a 
paramount practice in dis-
ease prevention.  Thin fruit 
to four to five inches apart. 
Applications of fungicide 
can assist, but I prefer the 
natural route as much a pos-
sible. 

I encourage you to do 
your own research.

Split pit on peaches is 
new to me. It was like the pit 
was indeed split, and some-
times stuck in each side of 
the fruit. From there, rot 
can begin to take over.  

Apparently split pit a 

physiological issue. Too 
much rain prior to harvest 
could be the culprit espe-
cially since spring and early 
summer were somewhat dry.  

Watering during dry 
spells, and applying a mulch 
around the base of the tree 
to conserve and even out 
moisture can help.

While working with my 
apples I observe a few clus-
ters of tiny dots here and 
there, as well as patches of 
gray over the apple’s skin. 
These are summer diseas-
es known as fly speck and 
sooty blotch respectively.  

Both occur after lots of 
rain and humidity. Unfor-
tunately all apples are sus-
ceptible to them, but the 
good news is that they only 
mar the apple’s good looks; 
it doesn’t penetrate the skin 
nor will it affect its taste.

Some elbow grease will 
likely rub it off. To reduce 
the likelihood of your ap-
ples getting these diseases 
prune for good air flow 
(it will dry out fruit faster 
after a rain) and remove 
nearby wild blackberry 
canes (the diseases over-
winter here).

I talked about peppers 
and tomatoes not that long 
ago, but I do have to say that 
I am upset that I had what 
feels like one round of pep-
pers. There are no little pep-
per replacements anywhere 
on most of my plants.  

I know my rock edged 
raised beds get hot, and tend 
to dry out quickly, so per-
haps that is the culprit for 
“some then done.” Drought 
then a deluge could force 
the blossoms to fall off.  

I’ll be sure to keep this 

in the forefront of my mind 
as I plan next year’s garden.  
Soaker hoses and more or-
ganic matter may help.

As I was processing the 
tomatoes I stopped twice 
to save some of the seeds of 
two of my favorites. If  you 
grew open pollinated, non 
hybrid tomatoes and plan to 
start your own seeds indoor 
next spring, you’d be silly 

not to save your own 
seeds!  

Cut open a to-
mato – scoop out 
the goop and 
put it in a small 

jar with a few 
drops of water. Wait 

a few days until mold 
forms on top and then 

dump into a sieve and sep-
arate out the seeds.  

Allow to dry on paper 
towel and then store in an 
envelope marked with the 
variety and date.  You just 
saved yourself  some cash, 
too!

The only thing I have to 
say about my cabbage is that 
I wish I had grown more 
of it. All of my Crucifers – 
broccoli, cabbage and kale 
worked out so tremendous-
ly well under insect netting 
that I will definitely grow it 
that way again next year.  

No worms at all.  Plant-
ing a few early cabbages and 
some later ones was smart 
to spread out the kraut.  

Next year I’ll just add a 
few more to my plot.  

Alas, the harvest season 
is in full swing. I am so in-
credibly grateful for my gar-
den and what I can preserve 
for use in the off  season. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Doug Moore 
of Belchertown 
took this photo 
of an osprey pro-
tecting its young 
from a red winged 
blackbird at Lake 
Wallace on July 
17.

The osprey, 
also known as 
the fish hawk has 
the ability to dive 
into water to catch 
fish. It also has the 
ability to hover. 

Ospreys are 
unusual among 
hawks in possess-
ing a reversible 
outer toe that 
allows them to 
grasp with two 
toes in front and two be-
hind. Barbed pads on the 
soles of the birds’ feet help 
them grip slippery fish. 
When flying with prey, an 
osprey lines up its catch 
head first for less wind re-
sistance.

These hawks are excel-
lent anglers. Over several 
studies, ospreys caught 
fish on at least one in ev-
ery four dives with success 
rates sometimes as high 
as 70%. The average time 
they spent hunting before 
making a catch was about 
12 minutes.

The osprey readily 
builds its stick nest on 
manmade structures such 
as telephone poles, chan-
nel markers, duck blinds 
and nest platforms de-
signed especially for it. 
Such platforms have be-
come an important tool 
in reestablishing ospreys 
in areas where they had 
disappeared. In some ar-
eas nests are placed almost 
exclusively on artificial 
structures.

Osprey eggs do not 
hatch all at once. Rather, 
the first chick emerges up 
to five days before the last 
one. The older hatchling 
dominates its younger sib-
lings and can monopolize 
the food brought by the 
parents. 

If  food is abundant, 
chicks share meals in rel-
ative harmony; in times of 
scarcity, younger ones may 
starve to death.

These birds may log 
more than 160,000 migra-
tion miles during its 15 to 
20-year lifetime. Scientists 
track ospreys by strapping 
lightweight satellite trans-
mitters to the birds’ backs. 

The devices pinpoint an 
osprey’s location to within 
a few hundred yards and 

last for two or three years. 
During 13 days in 2008, 
one osprey flew 2,700 miles 
from Martha’s Vineyard, 
Massachusetts to French 
Guiana, South America.

The oldest known os-
prey was at least 25 years, 
two months old and lived 
in Virginia. It was banded 
in 1973 and found in 1998.

Glossy ibis
On July 13 Doug 

Moore saw a glossy ibis 
at Lake Wallace. They ex-
panded their range over 
the past century from the 
southeastern United States 
to include much of eastern 
North America. 

At a distance the glossy 
ibis looks uniformly dark, 
but a closer look in sun-
light reveals deep maroon, 
emerald, bronze and violet 
feathers.

Large flock of grackles
I saw a large flock of 

grackles in late August. I 
did not count them, but 
there were at least  50, 
probably more. 

They flew from one side 
of the road to the other. I 
stopped the car and wait-
ed for them to safely pass. 
There were stragglers and 
some flew behind the car 
as well as in front of it. 
Seeing them reminded me 
that the fall migrations 
are happening or at least 
the birds are gathering in 
flocks to make their jour-
neys south. 

Some species of birds 
travel long distances to 
their winter habitat. Os-
preys are just one of many 
that travel thousands of 
miles.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Teachable moments during preservation

PHOTO BY DOUG MOORE
Osprey at nest.

Can my spouse file at 63 and 
then get half of mine when I later claim?
Dear Rusty: 

My spouse is 63 and I am 
65. 

I am planning to take my 
Social Security benefits at 
age 70. Can my lower earning 
spouse take his own benefits 
now, and then -when I take 
my full benefits at age 70, can 
he then file for 50% of mine 
instead of the lower benefit he 
is getting because he claimed 
at age 63? 

Signed: 
Higher Earning Spouse

Dear 
Higher Earning Spouse: 

Yes, your lower-earning 
spouse can take his benefits 

based on his personal life-
time earnings record at any 
time (i.e., age 63) and, when 
you later claim your own 
SS at 70, your spouse will 
be evaluated to determine 
whether he is eligible for a 
“spousal boost” based on 
your Social Security record. 

But to be sure you are 
clear, if  you claim at age 
70, your spouse will not get 
50% of your age 70 benefit 
amount.

Spousal benefits are al-
ways determined by com-
paring each partners’ Full 
Retirement Age entitlement 
and, if  your spouse’s FRA 
entitlement is less than 
half of your FRA entitle-
ment, your spouse will get a 
“spousal boost” to bring his 
monthly SS retirement pay-
ment up to what he is enti-
tled to as your spouse. 

The amount of the 
“spousal boost” would be 
the difference between his 
FRA entitlement and 50% 
of your FRA entitlement, 
which would be added to his 
own (age 63) SS retirement 
amount. 

And that means that his 
total benefit amount would 
be less than half of your age 
70 amount (less also than 
50% of your FRA amount, 
because he claimed at age 
63). 

One caution for your 
spouse to be aware of: if  he 
is still working and claims 
at age 63, he will be subject 
to Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much he can earn 
before SS takes away some 
benefits. 

The earnings limit for 
2026 is $24,480 (changes 
annually) and if that is ex-
ceeded, SS will take back $1 
of benefits for every $2 he is 
over the limit. FYI, Social 
Security will “take back” by 
withholding future benefit 
payments, so he will not get 
his benefits for some months 
if  he exceeds the annual 
earnings limit. 

And if the annual earn-
ings limit is significantly ex-
ceeded, your spouse could 
even be temporarily ineli-
gible to receive SS benefits 
(until he either earns less or 
reaches his full retirement 
age, the earnings limit goes 
away when FRA is reached.

The only way your spouse 
can avoid both a reduced 
personal benefit and the an-
nual earnings test limitation 
is to wait until his own Full 
Retirement Age to claim So-
cial Security. 

However, if  he’s not 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SOCIAL SECURITY
 PAGE 8
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PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Retired Princess House Consultant 
SELLING 

Demonstration Inventory, 
Many Items, Most In Original Boxes,

 During Warren’s 
TOWN WIDE TAG SALE 

on Saturday, September 12th
~ 10% will be donated to charity ~

his own small printing op-
eration. 

His clientele came from 
many regions of New En-
gland, including the nearby 
living history museum, Old 
Sturbridge Village. 

Darrell did some muse-
um reproduction work at 
Old Sturbridge Village’s Asa 
Knight Store. The printed 
work on many of the histor-
ic general store’s items, such 
as the labels, were done by 
him. 

Many of Darrell’s print-
ing jobs involved book 
plates, invitations and post-
ers. One of his machines in 
the shop is a proofing press 
from the 1960s. 

He also operates an orig-
inal Heidelberg Machine 
Press which helped him 
produce more prints. Hyder 
once got an order for 20,000 
copies for one customer. 

In his printing shop 
are copies of his previous 
printing jobs, including a 
poster of a George M. Co-
han event that took place in 
2007 in North Brookfield. 

Darrell’s print work also 
involved monthly notices 
and stationary work. In his 
shop were boxes full of his 
job tickets documenting 
about 3,500 jobs. 

Elisabeth had her own 
studio built back in 1993 af-
ter the kids were grown up 
and moved out. Her paste 

paper art starts with her 
own creation of mixing corn 
starch and adding acrylic 
paints. 

Her designs on paste pa-
per also come from stamps 
and erasers. 

Elisabeth also worked on 
pattern designs that were 
printed in traditional letter-
press by Darrell. There were 
stacks of paste paper inside 
her studio, and all had dif-
ferent effects and colors 
blended in. 

Elisabeth uses her own 
hand tools from combs, 
rollers and stamps that cre-
ate the shapes on paste pa-
per. She also has rollers with 
symbols attached to them to 
help her complete her new 
designs. 

Both Elisabeth and Dar-
rell found a way to work 
together that involves both 
print and art. 

“Different floors, under 
the same roof,” Darrell said. 

Around 1995, the Hyders 
started working for the firm 
OrangeArt of Woodstock, 
Connecticut. With this col-
laboration, a new line called 
“Brookfield” was created. 

Both Darrell’s printing 
work and Elisabeth’s paste 
paper art were incorporated 
into stationary cards, box-
es and miniature books of 
quotes. 

In her studio, Elisabeth 
has extra Brookfield-themed 
cards, boxes and correspon-
dence envelopes, and plan-

ners. The use of these tools 
helps her create new designs 
on her paste paper. 

“Always trying new 
things,” Elisabeth. “I love to 
make.” 

Hyder still creates and 
sells her papers and prod-
ucts. Her studio is filled with 
notebooks, notepads, cards, 
boxes and miniature books. 

Her studio also features 
posters of her collage work. 
Elisabeth began designing 
squares and then those de-
signs would lead her to work 
on collages. 

Aside from her at home 
studio, Elisabeth also has 
her paste paper art dis-
played at the Petersham Art 
Center. 

She said working with 
paste paper has endless pos-
sibilities. 

Both Elisabeth and Dar-
rell shared a comment they 
got from a major collector 
of decorative papers. This 
collector stated that Elisa-
beth is “among the most in-
novative and accomplished 
paster paper decorators in 
the country.”

During the Back Roads 
Studio Tour, Elisabeth will 
have an open house at her 
studio, located at 23 High 
St. on Saturday, Oct. 3 and 
Sunday, Oct. 4 from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

As of now, Darrell has 
retired from his regular 
print work but still has his 
own traditional print tech-

nology at his shop for his 
own projects. 

About the Friends
The Friends of North 

Brookfield Town House is 
a nonprofit organization 
focused on restoring, pre-
serving, and sustaining the 
Town House as a cultural 
center of North Brookfield 
and Central Massachusetts.

For more information, 
visit nbtownhouse.com.

ARTISTS  FROM PAGE 1

Elisabeth Hyder is shown with a box featuring her decorative patterns. Darrell Hyder demonstrated the use of his original Heidelberg machine press in his workshop. 

A frame of books, mostly books of quotes, with the covers designed by Elisabeth Hyder. 

A copy of a George M. Cohan 
Tonight poster when an event 

was held back in 2007 in North 
Brookfield. This poster was 

printed by Darrell Hyder. 

Elisabeth Hyder demonstrated the work of her paste papers with the use of simple hand tools.  A close up of Elisabeth Hyder’s paste paper art, which she incorporated into albums, journals, book covers 
and boxes. 

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, September 12th
7pm-11pm

Pure Country
EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO
7:30-9pm

Upcoming
Saturday, September 26th

7pm-11pm

Caboodle
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Longtime Vogue editor 

Wintour
  5. A Spanish title of 

respect
 10. A way of looking
 12. Properly
 14. Rolled steel
 16. Not down
 18. Law degree
 19. Consume food
 20. Intermediate ecological 

stage
 22. Old world, new
 23. Dispense justice
 25. Stiff hair-like structure
 26. Ethiopia
 27. Cool!
 28. Father
 30. An enthusiastic devotee 

of sports
 31. Holm oak
 33. Be united
 35. Rattling breaths

 37. Supermarket chain
 38. Provided with a quality
 40. Samoan monetary unit
 41. Swiss river
 42. Hill (Celtic)
 44. Have already done
 45. ATM company
 48. Syngman __, Korean 

president
 50. Very willing
 52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 53. Food listings
 55. Bachelor’s place to 

crash
 56. Big Blue
 57. Sports magazine
 58. Relating to a place 

north of south of the 
equator

 63. Female follower of 
Bacchus

 65. A type of laugh
 66. Slovenly women
 67. Large jug

CLUES DOWN
   1. Boxing’s GOAT
  2. Zero
  3. Midway between north 

and
      northeast
  4. Concurred
  5. Added flavor
  6. Amount of time
  7. Eggs of parasitic insects
  8. S-shaped moldings
  9. Atomic #45
 10. __ d’art: small artistic 

item
 11. A godparent’s “kids”
 13. Nocturnal burrowing 

lizard
 15. Hit lightly
 17. Aircrafts
 18. Witness
 21. Alluding to something
 23. Take to the limit
 24. Baglike structure in a 

plant or animal

 27. Start over
 29. Administered
 32. Romanian monetary unit
 34. Unit of liquid capacity
 35. Equips with weapons 

again
 36. Disney town
 39. Female deer
 40. Title of respect
 43. A place to go rafting
 44. A way to conclude
 46. Type of television
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Leonhard __, Swiss 

mathematician
 51. Slang for gun
 54. River in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
 59. Bar bill
 60. Small, gray-headed 

crow
 61. Frozen water
 62. Norwegian krone
 64. Commercial

Veterans Day Salute
Quaboag Current ~ November 5, 2026

Quaboag Current will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Quaboag Current, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

ration found was described 
as “advanced,” with con-
crete spalls, exposed rebar 
and severed prestressing 
strands. She said the sev-
ered strands were of most 
concern because the capac-
ity of the beams depends 
on their health, and it was 
being compromised. 

She said the study 
also found corrosive soil 
around the steel piles and 
the hydraulic opening did 
not meet all legal require-
ments.

 Walter said the scope 
of the work would include 
demolishing the existing 
bridge and building a new 
one with two lanes of traf-
fic with shoulders that are 
compliant with the com-
plete streets program.

She said the bridge 

would be accessible for 
bikes and the sidewalks 
would be made Americans 
with Disabilities Act com-
pliant, in part by widening 
them to six feet and build-
ing ramps. 

The current roadway 
has five foot sidewalks, two 
lanes of 12 feet and three 
foot shoulders. The new 
proposed design would 
have two 11 foot lanes and 
five foot shoulders, along 
with the widened side-
walks.

Walter said there was 
an alternative design done 
where they could have only 
replaced the superstruc-
ture, or the top portion of 
the bridge, and continue to 
utilize the bottom portion. 
The alternate design would 
reuse existing abutments 
and construct a steel plate 
girder on the superstruc-

ture. 
The preferred design 

will construct the girder, 
and add new abutments 
behind the existing one, 
expanding the span of 
the bridge from 98 feet to 
145 feet. The design will 
also increase the hydrau-
lic opening and include 
a wildlife passage under 
the bridge to help prevent 
them from crossing the 
road and getting hit by ve-
hicles. 

Walter explained that 
since this bridge is consid-
ered a “footprint bridge,” 
it is exempt from certain 
laws including the wetland 
protection act, but there 
will be a water quality cer-
tification required. Since 
there will be more impervi-
ous areas, she said they will 
utilize a stormwater guide 
from 2023. 

LONG HILL BRIDGE
 FROM PAGE 1

North Brookfield Cultural Council 
seeks funding proposals

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The North Brookfield Cul-
tural Council  has set an Oct. 
15 deadline for organiza-
tions, schools and individu-
als to apply for grants sup-
porting community cultural 
activities.

According to LCC 
spokesperson Nancy Wal-
dron these grants can sup-
port a variety of artistic 
projects and activities in or 
around North Brookfield,  
including exhibits, festivals, 
field trips, short-term artist 
residencies, performances in 
schools, workshops and lec-
tures.

The North Brookfield 

Cultural Council is part of 
a network of 329 Local Cul-
tural Councils serving all 351 
cities and towns in the Com-
monwealth. The LCC Pro-
gram is the nation’s largest 
grassroots cultural funding 
network, supporting thou-
sands of community-based 
projects in the arts, human-
ities, and sciences every year. 

The state legislature 
provides an annual appro-
priation to Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency that 
allocates funds to each com-
munity.

This year, the North 
Brookfield Cultural Council 
will distribute about $7,200 

in grants. 
Previously funded proj-

ects include:  production of 
“Legally Blonde 2”, pro-
grams Birds of Prey, Water-
color Painting at the Haston 
Library; and Hip Hop 
Square Dance at the Senior 
Center.

For local guidelines and 
complete information on the 
North Brookfield Cultur-
al Council, contact Nancy 
Waldron at nancy.rachel@
comcast.net. Application 
forms and more information 
about the Local Cultural 
Council Program are avail-
able online at www.masscul-
turalcouncil.org.

Annual QQLA Paddle Poker Run is Sept. 12
BROOKFIELD –The 

Quaboag Quacumquasit 
Lake Association will hold 
its 14th Annual Paddle Pok-
er Run on Saturday, Sept. 
12, at the Lake Quaboag 
(North Pond) boat ramp on 
Quaboag Street. 

Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m., with paddling 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The reg-
istration fee is $20 per hand. 

Participants may play 
more than one hand, and 
more than one person may 
play from the same water-
craft, with each participant 
registering and playing a 
separate hand. The event 
will be held rain or shine.

Participants paddle the 

3.5-mile course and visit 
four designated stops, which 
may be completed in any 
order. At each stop, they re-
ceive a playing card.

Upon returning to the 
North Pond boat ramp, pad-
dlers receive a fifth card to 
complete their poker hand. 
Players who want to improve 
their hand may purchase up 
to two replacement cards for 
$5 each. 

Winning hands will be 
announced after the last reg-
istered player returns to the 
North Pond boat ramp and 
all hands have been ranked. 
A $250 cash grand prize 
will be awarded for the best 
poker hand, with more than 

$600 in additional prizes do-
nated by area businesses. 

Proceeds from the 2026 
Paddle Poker Run benefit 
the Quaboag Quacumqua-
sit Lake Association’s mis-
sion to preserve and protect 
the quality of Quaboag and 
Quacumquasit lakes – better 
known as North and South 
ponds – and the surround-
ing watershed through the 
promotion of responsible 
and effective environmental 
policies.

 For adwditional infor-
mation, visit qqla.org, email 
Q Q L a ke A s s o c i a t i o n @
gmail.com, or email event 
chair Randy Weiss at Ran-
Wiz@aol.com.

Open poetry series starts Sept. 17
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– An open poetry reading 
series meant to provide a 
venue for writers to share 
their work as well as the 
work of established writers 
they admire will be held at 
the Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library, 3 West Main St., in 
the upstairs Library Meet-
ing Room.

This room is elevator ac-
cessible.

The series will be held 
on select Thursdays from 
4-6 p.m. Generally, read-
ings will occur on the third 
Thursday of every month, 
though some schedule ad-
justments may have to be 

made around holidays. 
Dates include Sept. 17, 

Oct. 15, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, 
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, 
April 15 and May 20.  The 
series is open to the central 
Massachusetts community 
at large.

For every original poem 
a person reads they will be 
asked to compliment that 
poem by reading a poem of 
their choosing by another 
established and published 
writer: From Shakespeare 
to Stern, Bradstreet to Bu-
kowski, Yeats to Young, 
Rumi to Rich and any and 
all between. 

If  you have no original 

work to read but want to 
offer poems from writers 
you love, please join us. 

The reading will be held 
in round robin fashion 
(two poems maximum each 
time) and the number of 
turns allowed for each per-
son will be determined by 
the number of willing par-
ticipants. 

The host ask those who 
read to be sensitive to other 
attendees and not present 
overly long poems that will 
delay another’s turn. One 
may also participate by at-
tending and simply listen-
ing, not reading, if  they so 
choose.

Parish hosts annual chicken BBQ and family fair
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – St. Carlo Acutis 
Parish will host its annual 
Chicken BBQ & Family Fair 
Sept. 12-13 at Saint Joseph’s 
Church  296 North Main  
St.

Come join the parish for 
plenty of fair style food on 
Saturday evening and a de-
licious Chicken BBQ din-
ner served on Sunday from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Tickets for the Chicken 
BBQ are $15 for adults and 
$8 for children age 12 and 

under. Chicken BBQ tickets 
can be purchased at the par-
ish office.

There will be karaoke 
music on both days. They 
will also have assorted raf-
fles including a scratch tick-
et raffle which features the 
grand prize of  a book (50) 
$30 lottery scratch tickets, 
and a bake sale. 

The Family Picnic begins 
on Saturday, Sept. 12,  at 5 
p.m. on the church lawn af-
ter the 4 p.m. Mass. From 
5-7 p.m., there will be ka-

raoke music, fair style food 
and raffles.

On Sunday,  Sept. 13 
from noon-3 p.m. there will 
be karaoke music, fair style 
food, bake sale and raf-
fles. From 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
the Chicken BBQ will be 
served, either eat in or take-
out. 

For Chicken BBQ tick-
ets and more information, 
please call the parish office 
Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 508-
867-6469.  

STURBRIDGE – The 
Sturbridge Senior Center, 
in collaboration with the 
Sturbridge Historical Soci-
ety, invites you to an open 
house on Tuesday, Sept. 
15, from 5-6:30 p.m. 

Come explore the rich 
history and heritage of 
Sturbridge through a spe-
cial showcase featuring 
approximately 40 historic 

photographs.
The exhibit includes a 

collection of early pho-
tographs, including sev-
eral produced from glass 
plate negatives generously 
donated to the Histori-
cal Society by Jeff  and 
Mary Lavergne. Visitors 
will also see captivating 
images of familiar land-
marks captured by local 

photographer Bob Ar-
nold during the 1970s and 
1980s.

The featured photos 
were framed and arranged 
by Bob Arnold alongside 
local history researcher 
Wally Hersee. Both will be 
present throughout the eve-
ning to share their knowl-
edge, insights, and stories 
about the collection.

Open house showcases historic Sturbridge photos
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Panthers ready for regular season
BARRE – The Quabbin 

Regional High School boys 
soccer team tuned up for 
the regular season by host-
ing Oakmont last Thurs-
day afternoon. 

The Panthers were 
scheduled to open the 
regular season earlier this 
week on the road at Ux-
bridge. 

They will remain on the 
road on Sept. 10 against 
West Boylston at 3:30 p.m. 
and stay on the road for 
three more games. 

Their first game is not 
until Thursday, Sept. 24 at 
4 p.m. against Clinton.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY JEFFREY HAYNES
The Panthers go for the header.

A Panthers varsity hopeful defends against a push from Oakmont.

Quabbin goes for possession in Oakmont’s end.

Quabbin was in preseason action last week with Oakmont.Quabbin moves the ball upfield with Oakmont players in pursuit.

PALMER – Last 
Thursday afternoon, 
Pathfinder girls soccer 
had its preseason scrim-
mage, taking on cross-
town rival Palmer High 
School. 

The two teams are both 

gearing up for the regular 
season. Pathfinder was 
set to open the season on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, tak-
ing on Lee at home. The 
Pioneers are on the road 
Monday afternoon, Sept. 
14 at Commerce at 4 p.m.

Pathfinder girls soccer gets going

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Taylor Allen is pressured by an opponent.

Aubrey Ortiz sends the 
goal kick away.

E u d y n 
W o o d 
takes a 
free kick.

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
Aug. 22 at Beachgrounds 
Park, after trailing earlier 
in the game, the Dirt Dogs 
came back to defeat the 
Knights 7-5 to sweep a best-
of-three game champion-
ship series to win the Pioneer 
Valley Baseball League’s 
title for 2026. This was the 
first year of Pioneer’s merg-
er with the Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League. The merg-
er included the addition of 
the Blue Jays to bring the 
league to six teams. The Dirt 
Dogs had Pioneers best re-
cord of 19-2 in the regular 

Dirt Dogs take Pioneer 
Valley championship

Matt Morin sends a 
throw to first.

Committee announces 
next Hall of Fame induction

BARRE – Tickets for 
the 11th Quabbin Regional 
Athletic Hall of Fame In-
duction are now available 
for the Nov. 7 ceremony to 
be held at Teresa’s Restau-
rant, 315 Palmer Road, 
Ware, MA. A social hour 
will begin at 5 p.m. with din-
ner at 6 p.m. followed by the 
induction ceremony.  

Seven individuals and a 

pair of championship teams 
will be honored.  Dating 
back to the first induction 
in 2002, this will bring the 
total number of individual 
inductees to 72 in addition 
to 11 teams.

The induction class in-
cludes Louis Panaccione 

See HALL OF FAME 
PAGE 8

See PIONEER VALLEY
PAGE 8

Andres Conde delivers a pitch for 
the Knights.

Kayleigh Peters is closely pressured.
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- community -

working full time and needs 
the Social Security money 
sooner, then claiming at age 
63 may be a good choice. In 
any case, he won’t get half of 
your age 70 amount.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-

formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.                             

SOCIAL SECURITY 
FROM PAGE 4

“Above all I have an un-
compromising dedication to 
students. What works best 
for students is the compass 
I bring to instructional lead-
ership,” Taylor said. “My 
leadership style is being vis-
ible, being present, interact-
ing with students and being 
available in hallways. My 
goal is to be the first person 
that welcomes every kid into 
the building.”

“It used to be if  you 
didn’t fit into this box that 
the school system expected, 
then you’d be ‘discarded’ to 
a vocational school,” Taylor 
said. “Nowadays, it’s the 
place where everyone wants 
to be.”

Taylor shared a story 
from his own background as 
an illustration of what voca-
tional technical schools like 
Pathfinder are for.

“When I was young, I 
wanted to be a lawyer for-
ever, everyone knew that,” 
Taylor said. “I went to col-
lege as a prelaw student, and 
organically had a conversa-
tion with a professor who 
said he used to be a lawyer 
making millions in New 
York City, but never had 
time for his family. He said 
teaching was the best thing.

“At the time, I thought 
maybe law wasn’t for me,” 
Taylor continued. “Sopho-
more year, coming home for 
Thanksgiving, I announced 
I didn’t want to be a lawyer 
anymore, and would maybe 
become a teacher someday.”

Taylor proceeded to 
switch majors to political 
science as an easy way to 
transfer credits. He was able 
to obtain a highly covet-
ed internship for Senator 
John Kerry and worked in 
his Western Massachusetts 
office, where he performed 
clerical duties, ranging from 
opening letters, responding 
to emails, writing proclama-
tions and putting everything 
through Kerry’s auto-pen.

“It was awesome,” Taylor 
said. “They actually asked 
me to stay on even after I 
graduated.”

After graduation, Tay-
lor didn’t know what to do 
with his degree until he hap-
pened to run into a friend at 
a social gathering who was 
a substitute teacher at Tay-
lor’s old high school.

“I absolutely loved it,” 
Taylor said. “I was the sub-
stitute everyone requested.”

That summer, Tay-
lor encountered another 
friend, who was in charge 
of Duggan Middle School 
in Springfield, and invited 
him to teach English. After 
teaching at Duggan for a 
year and passing his Massa-
chusetts Tests for Educator 
Licensure, Taylor moved 
to a middle school in Chi-
copee, where he taught so-
cial studies to seventh and 
eighth grade.

In Chicopee, Taylor 
worked as a soccer coach 

for the high school, and ap-
plied to teach social studies 
at Chicopee Comprehensive 
High School, the local voca-
tional technical school. Tay-
lor said this is when people 
started recommending that 
he apply to be an adminis-
trator.

“I left Chicopee to work 
in Westfield as the supervi-
sor of social studies, where 
I supported all the social 
studies teachers in grades 
five-12 by doing evalua-
tions,” Taylor said. “It was 
good, but I didn’t work with 
kids anymore. I really want-
ed to be able to work with 
kids and also be an agent for 
change.”

This is when Taylor 
decided to pursue a posi-
tion as assistant principal, 
which he filled at Lawrence 
School in Holyoke after 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Taylor then moved to Baird 
Middle School in Ludlow 
when the principal resigned. 

He described being “vol-
untold” by the superinten-
dent to take on the respon-
sibility of supporting the 
interim principal.

“I got a lot of pressure 
to throw my hat in, and was 
offered the position,” Taylor 
said. “I loved it at the middle 
school. It was a great learn-
ing experience and took a 
lot of hard work.”

Taylor described the ear-
ly days at Baird as “really 
dysfunctional and unorga-
nized,” but he was able to 
put systems in place to sup-
port learning and restore 
calmness to building.

“Through hard work, 
that building dramatical-
ly changed,” Taylor said. 
“Now people go to the 
building and say it’s one of 
the quietest middle schools. 
People are smiling when 
they had never smiled be-
fore.”

Taylor said he was able to 
work together with the staff  
at Baird to improve the cul-
ture at the school.

“I really liked that, and 
the kids were great,” Taylor 
said. “But I had itching to 
get back into high school 
and specifically vocation-
al school. Since I taught at 
Chicopee Comp, I had al-
ways enjoyed working there, 
and I loved that kids were 
able to see the relevance in 
their learning through voca-
tional schools.”

Besides the increased 
relevance of technical pro-
grams, Taylor also appreci-
ates the strong connections 
that vocational schools have 
with their communities. He 
has said that teaching at the 
high school level feels more 
rewarding and impactful for 
the students.

“Every single place I’ve 
worked has been a mean-
ingful experience, but most 
gratifying for me, personal-
ly, has been the high school 
level,” Taylor said. “Voca-
tional schools like Pathfind-
er provide opportunities to 
seriously change the trajec-

tory of someone’s life. When 
you graduate from a school 
like Pathfinder, you’re not 
just career-ready, but also 
college capable.”

Having worked at mul-
tiple vocational technical 
schools, Taylor said that 
Pathfinder has a unique 
advantage by serving nine 
different communities in the 
area.

“Chicopee Comp (and 
other vocational technical 
schools) all have great in-
structors, administration, 
students, and communities 
they serve, but Pathfinder 
has a broader availability 
to service students,” Taylor 
said. “We pull in students 
from all different towns, so 
we have more diversity eco-
nomically and  socially. We 
have the opportunity to cre-
ate these cultures and bring 
people together, that’s some-
thing I’d say Pathfinder has 
an advantage in that sense.”

Taylor also spoke about 
the cutting-edge equipment 
at Pathfinder, saying that 
the school “offers the best 
materials and resources for 
our students.”

“I got my first tour of the 
building with the Head of 
Maintenance, and I felt like 
a kid in a candy store going 
through the tech programs 
and seeing the tools,” Taylor 
said.

Though he said talking 
about himself  was “the 
most uncomfortable part” 
of his day, Taylor shared a 
little bit about his home life. 
His wife, Dr. Elizabeth Tay-
lor, also works in education, 
in the field of school psy-
chology.

“I absolutely love her, 
she’s the best,” Taylor said. 
“The best Professional De-
velopment I get is at dinner 
table, talking with her.”

The Taylors live in Feed-
ing Hills with their two 
children, Catherine, age 
10, Matt, age 8, and their 
black labrador, Shep. Tay-
lor said Matt, who shares 
his name with his father but 
goes by his middle name, is 
an athlete who plays hock-
ey, lacrosse and soccer, and 
Catherine, nicknamed “The 
General,” seems to have in-
herited his drive to be a law-
yer.

“I’m deeply affected by 
my family and take any 
chance I get to spend time 
with them. They’re the an-
chor in my life, and I love 
them more than anything,” 
Taylor said.

Pathfinder Tech is about 
to start offering classes in 
medical assisting at its Cold 
Spring Campus in Belcher-
town. Taylor mentioned 
the school is considering 
expanding its offerings to 
include things like veteri-
narian studies and criminal 
justice.If  you’d like to know 
more about what Pathfinder 
Tech has to offer, you can 
visit their website at Path-
finderTech.org.

PRINCIPAL
 FROM PAGE 1

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Diorio said this event 
was a great way for the 
families to meet the admin-
istrators, learn about what’s 
coming up this school year 
and ask questions they may 
have. 

Superintendent Ste-
phen Duff, Warren 
Community Elementary 
School Dean of Students 
Brian Guimond, Director 
of Student Support Ser-
vices Dr. Kirsten Esposi-
to and newly welcomed 
Warren Community Ele-
mentary School Principal 
Kathleen Cadarette were 
on the ice cream social 
tour meeting everybody at 
each stop. 

Cadarette saw the ice 
cream social as a great op-

portunity to meet the stu-
dents and families as the 
school year was about to 
begin. 

Joining the tour was 
Warren Police Chief Ger-
ald Millette and Warren 
Fire Chief Adam Lavoie. 

Students from the towns 
of North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield and Warren 
had a good time enjoying 
some ice cream, hanging 
out with friends, and con-
necting with their school 
leaders. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
 FROM PAGE 1

Students and families not only got to enjoy some ice cream but also meet members of the Quaboag 
Regional School District and community. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Students made their way to the ice cream social tour bus, which stopped in front of Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School.

A couple students enjoying  ice cream cups during the social.

’75, Eugene Rich ‘95, Mat-
thew Brunelle ’08, Stepha-
ny Halfrey ’15, Thaddeus 
J. Gumula Contributor and 

Athletic Director, Coach 
Cheryl Adams, Coach 
Debra Spinelli, 1979 Field 
Hockey Team and 1998-
99 Boys Varsity Basketball 
Team.

Tickets are $50 and may 
be obtained by calling Hall 
of Fame Chairman Ted Gu-
mula at (413) 348-0414 or 

through the mail by contact-
ing: Quabbin Regional Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 
874 Barre, MA 01005. The 
last date to purchase tickets 
will be Oct. 23.  All checks 
must be payable to Quabbin 
Regional School District.

HALL OF FAME
FROM PAGE 7

season and the Dirt Dogs 
went on to win five consec-
utive games in the double 
elimination playoffs. The 
Knights went 16-4 in the 
regular season and were 
defeated in winner’s brack-
et of the playoffs by the 
Dirt Dogs. They would go 
on to beat the Wolves 2-1 
in 11 innings in the elimi-
nation final to make it to 
the championship series 
for a rematch with the Dirt 
Dogs. The Dirt Dogs won 
the championship opener 
18-4 at Mackenzie Stadium 
in Holyoke on Aug. 18. Pi-
oneer will have a four-team 
fall league for the first time, 
which begins on Sept. 12.

PIONEER VALLEY
FROM PAGE 7

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. 
SCIBELLI

Tom Burzynski leads off first 
base.



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com   I  September11, 2026  PAGE 9

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 QUALITY 

CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions: 

18’Lx8.5’Hx10.5’W. Previously owned by 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza. 
For more information call 

413-289-1211.

ESTATE SALE

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watch-
es, military cameras, sports 
memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, 
advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, 
toys, one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Oakham 
is seeking a dependable individual

to serve as a
 PART-TIME CUSTODIAN 

for the Oakham Town Hall and Library.
Position Details:
• Approximately 5–7 hours per week
• $20.35 per hour
• Responsible for general cleaning and 
custodial duties at the Town Hall 
and Library

Interested candidates should email 
admin@oakham-ma.gov 

for further information and town 
employment application. 

The Town of Oakham is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian 

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for 
the position of custodian. Duties include 
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and mopping floors, cleaning windows, 
taking out trash and restocking supplies. 
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour, 
12 hours per week.
Job applications can be found on the Town 
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at 
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

MILL POND ESTATES, 
THORNDIKE, MA 01079

Michael Drive. 
Community-wide tag sale,

 9am-4pm,
Sept 12. & Sept. 13,

 rain or shine.

ESTATE SALE

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LABOR DAY SALE!!!!
STILL GOING ON! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Sunny Spain, Madrid, 
& Costa del Sol, 
October 18-26, 2027

Sept. 16  .......Collette Slide Show, Hitchcock Tavern 6:30pm
Sept. 26  .......Pickity Place Lunch ................................... $130
Nov. 7 ...........Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................. $165
Dec. 5 ...........Vermont Country Store with Lunch ........ $175
March 1 ........12-Night Caribbean Cruise............ from $2499
Sept. 12-18 ...Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ..... $5049

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

HONEY CRISPHONEY CRISP
PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - STURBRIDGE, MA
Your own private oasis in beautiful Sturbridge, with deeded 
water access to South Pond! Set on 1.44 professionally 
landscaped acres, this inviting Colonial offers privacy, style & 
an incredible indoor/outdoor lifestyle. The backyard is a true 
retreat with an in-ground pool, hot tub, gorgeous patio, back 
deck & an amazing pool shed with its own bar and living room, perfect for entertaining! Inside, enjoy 
hardwood floors, a fire-placed living room, a cabinet packed kitchen with a center island, granite countertops 
& stainless steel appliances, home office with french doors, 3 bedrooms & 2.5 baths including a spacious 
primary suite. The finished lower level adds even more living space. Recent upgrades include a brand-new 
boiler, water heater & fresh paint, while solar offers massive energy savings! Complete with a 2-car garage 
& an extremely private setting. Passing title 5! Located in the desirable Tantasqua school district with easy 
access to the MA Pike, I-84, Routes 9 & 20. Your staycation starts here! Listed at  $619,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

NEW LISTING! $345,000 
4 EMELDA ST., 
PALMER –  This 
i m m a c u l a t e 
3 - b e d r o o m , 
1-bath ranch is 
hitting the mar-
ket for the first 
time and offers 
fantastic curb appeal. Located in a well-established 
neighborhood, this home is ideally situated near 
schools, shopping, and Route 20.  

Contact me today for a showing—
this could be your next home!

SUMMERSUMMER

at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU 
OCTOBER

20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS
Most have shades & tables
$20.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre(Rt. 122) Barre

2 mi. north of 2 mi. north of 
Barre centerBarre center

CONTACT: Text: 978-257-9461
Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Agawam Advertiser NewsAgawam Advertiser News
aan@turley.com • 413.283.8393
agawamadvertisernews.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

24 Water St., Palmer
www.turley.com 

413.283.8393 • newspapers.turley.com

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Fall Into Golfing & More
Please Check Facebook

For Dinner & Drink Specials

See Website for More Information

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint
Tuesday

Oct. 6 & Oct. 20
Starting at 6:30 p.m.

Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available


