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The big band sound returned to Sturbridge
By Richard Murphy

Correspondent

STURBRIDGE – Late 
Thursday afternoon, Aug. 
28, saw the weather over 
the Sturbridge common as 
pleasant as one could imag-
ine. This was more than wel-
come as folks were bringing 
chairs and setting up to face 
the bandstand.

As usual, there would be 
food and drink supplied by 
local vendors. Altruist Brew-
ing provided brewed bev-
erages.  Crust & Confection 
Pizza Co. LLC from Brim-
field did what the name im-
plies. West Brookfield’s Ket-
tle and Pine supplied many a 
patron with kettle corn.

Dan Gabel and his or-
chestra were tuning up on 

the bandstand and would 
be performing what has be-
come their traditional sum-
mer concert in the town for 
their fans.

The performance would 
be later than usual this sea-
son, due to a small logisti-
cal mix-up, but Sturbridge 
Recreation would come 
through, much to the delight 
of the assembled.

At 6:05 p.m., Dan stepped 
up to begin the evening, in-
troducing the Dan Gabel 
Orchestra and starting with 
the Vaughan Monroe tune, 
“Boston Rocker”. The mu-
sic was rich in horns with 
Dan on trombone.

Dan and his retinue are a 
“Big Band” orchestra.

Candidate
for Town 
Administrator
interviewed

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Board of 
Selectmen interviewed can-
didate Adam Lamontagne 
for the Town Administrator 
position. 

At the Aug. 25 interview, 
Lamontagne spoke about 
his many years in munici-
pal government, including 
working for the city of Chi-
copee for almost a decade, 
and with the town of Tem-
pleton since 2018. 

Lamontagne said he 
worked his way up to Town 
Administrator in Templeton 
in 2020 where he remained 
until March of this year. He 
said he decided to leave that 
position after issues related 
to the school budget. 

Lamontagne then took 
his current position as Chief 
Administrative Officer in the 
town of Phillipston.

Prior to his career in mu-
nicipal government, Lam-
ontagne attended the police 
academy but did not con-
tinue. He said this was one 
of his failures, but it was an 
experience that encouraged 
him to go back and earn his 
master’s degree in municipal 
government.

“It’s taking those failures 
and moving on how you 
can succeed in other areas,” 
Lamontagne said.

He spoke about challeng-
es he is working to address 
in his current position, in-
cluding the reuse of a vacant 
school building and advo-
cating for the town to have 
its own post office and zip 
code. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
Margi Gianquinto and Dan Gabel are shown singing on the bandstand during 
last Thursday’s concert by the Dan Gabel Orchestra. 

Library glowed with apothecary floral lights
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Haston Free 
Public Library, 161 North 
Main St., had another fun 
craft night this past week.

Guests signed up to 
make their own apothecary 
floral lights and the turn-
out was exceptional. There 
were two separate floors of 
the library to offer the same 
class. 

Helping out during the 
craft on the top floor was 
Laura Biro, a volunteer at 
the library. 

This was the first time 
Biro instructed a class at 
the library, where she’s 
been volunteering for the 

last seven years. Biro was 
asked to help during this 
craft, which featured lots 
of creativity. Materials for 
these apothecary floral 
lights include dry flowers, 
mod podge, and small jars. 

The result the craft-
ers were looking for was 
to make frosted looking 
glass. This helps the light 
reflect more out of the jars 
and have the dry flowers 
and leaves stand out. Each 
crafter got to make two 
apothecary floral lights. 

Biro says she enjoys 
“supporting the library” 
and there will be more 
classes in the future. 

On the bottom floor was 
the other group creating 
these beautiful apothecary 
floral lights. Library Direc-

tor Lia Tulip was teaching 
this group on the bottom 
floor. 

Tulip said the idea of 
creating these lights came 
from her and said the last 
few turnouts for craft night 
have been fantastic. 

Last month, the library’s 
craft night featured the 
creation of sea glass wind-
chimes. The turnout was so 
big, the library had to use 
two floors. Tulip showed an 
example of the windchimes 
as crafters began creating 
their own floral lights. 

Tulip also made exam-
ples of the apothecary flo-
ral lights for guests to see. 
Flameless candles were 

Local photographer 
featured during
Family Fun Fest

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Friends of 
North Brookfield Town 
House will be hosting the 
Family Fun Fest on Sept. 
28.

The event will be held 
at Bike House Brewing in 
North Brookfield and will 
feature live music, food 
trucks, local vendors and 
games for the entire fam-
ily. 

Guests will get to wit-
ness the art of photogra-
phy by Bruce Arnold of 
North Brookfield. Arnold 
was recently recognized at 
Workshop13 in Ware for 
his innovative approach to 
photography. 

This local photogra-
pher has agreed to be 
the Friends of the Town 
House featured artist for 
the month of September. 
During the Family Fun 
Fest, Arnold’s work will 
be displayed. 

Arnold’s photography 
comes in numerous forms 

and truly brings out the 
beauty of the natural 
world.

“I strive to make my 
photo efforts unique, 
showing and sharing the 
natural world in land-
scape, panoramic, archi-
tectural, macro and infra-
red medium,” Arnold said. 

Arnold has been in-
volved in photography 
since he was a teenager 
when his brother gave him 
a camera he had while 
serving in the U.S. Air 
Force. Arnold has held 
many positions in the pho-
tographic industry as a 
photographer, technician 
and salesman for photo-
graphic services. 

At the Fun Fest, Ar-
nold will display a few 
of his infrared prints of 
scenes from around the 
town. Arnold recently ex-
hibited his infrared pho-
tography work at the Art-
Works Gallery in Ware. 
Infrared photography cap-
tures light invisible to the 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – 
The Select Board and 
Board of Assessors 
held a joint meeting to 
hold a tax classifica-
tion hearing for fiscal 
year 2026.

At the Aug. 25 
meeting, Principal As-
sessor Ann Murphy 

said the purpose of the 
hearing is to present 
information to the Se-
lect Board in order to 
consider the tax rate 
options available to 
the town.

“This is not a hear-
ing to decide a tax rate 
and it does not decide 
how much money can 
be raised,” she said. “It 
only determines the 
distribution of the tax 

levy among the prop-
erty classes.

Murphy said the 
presentation has a tax 
rate of $15.60, which 
has not yet been ap-
proved by the Depart-
ment of Revenue. 

Murphy said the 
residential class is the 
largest in the town 
(85%), and the rest is 
made up of commer-
cial, industrial and 

personal property. 
The total town value is 
$2,151,267,819. 

She said the aver-
age single family home 
value has increased 
at a steady pace over 
the past 10 years, now 
reaching $504,459, 
which is an increase of 
4.49% over last year. 

A split tax rate 
would reduce the tax 
burden on residen-

tial properties, but it 
would increase it for 
CIP properties. Mur-
phy said the last time 
the town had a split 
tax rate was in 2014. 

Murphy said the 
Select Board can also 
adopt a Residential 
Exemption for qual-
ified properties, of 
which 15 cities and 
towns in the state had 
in FY 25. She said the 

Sturbridge Retirement 
Cooperative would be 
greatly impacted if  this 
were to be adopted. 

“If you adopt a 
Residential Exemp-
tion…about 2,519 
would probably see 
a decrease and 1,650 
would see an increase,” 
Murphy said. 

Sturbridge Select Board voted to continue single tax rate

Concertgoers enjoyed an early evening on the Sturbridge common.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Apothecary floral lights were made during craft night at the Haston Free Public Library. These examples were made 
by Library Director Lia Tulip.
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lb
$139

$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/4/25-9/10/259/4/25-9/10/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ...................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTERED & BREADED
FISH STICKS .....................................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CYRUS O’LEARY’S

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 29 OZ ...

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$249
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH GAME HENS TWIN PAK .....

$222USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$299
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. 
BEEF BACK RIBS .................. lb

lb
$299

$299

lb77¢

$279

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 

or STEAKS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$749
lb

lb

$1199
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre

978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

National Grid proposed substation expansion
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Representatives 
from National Grid gave a 
presentation to the Board of 
Selectmen about a proposed 
expansion of the Lashaway 
substation located at 39 East 
Brookfield Road. 

At the Aug. 26 meeting, 
the representatives said the 
town has a 16.5 foot sewer 
easement that bifurcates 
the substation parcel, and 
National Grid is requesting 
the release of the easement 
to allow for the construc-
tion of the expanded sub-
station.

The 12-foot clay sewer 
pipe within the easement 
was cut and abandoned 

about 30 years ago. There is 
currently no plan to install 
a new sewer pipe within the 
easement.

The existing substation 
was built in the 1960s and 
the proposed expansion 
would increase the load ca-
pacity from 21 megavolt 
amperes via three feeders to 
110 MVA with five feeders 
installed and also the pro-
vision of three additional 
feeders to support future 
growth, system reliability 
and redundancy. 

With the release of the 
easement, the construction 
of the expansion could begin 
in late 2026 with a comple-
tion date of October 2028. 

Board of Selectmen 
Chair Jason Petraitis said 
even through the easement 
is not being used currently, it 

is still a town asset. National 
Grid representatives said it 
could be feasible to swap the 
location of the easement so 
the town would still retain it 
as an asset, without it cut-
ting through the expansion 
area. 

“It’s still a taxpay-
er-owned asset…I think 
that’s got to be worth some-
thing,” he said.

The board members dis-
cussed whether this decision 
could be made during a fu-
ture Selectmen’s meeting or 
if  a special town meeting 
would need to be held. The 
board members will revis-
it the discussion at a future 
meeting.

Online auction
Starting on Monday, 

Sept. 15, the town will host 
an online auction through 

GovDeals. The auction will 
run through Monday, Sept. 
29. 

The link to the online 
auction is www.govdeals.
com/northbrookfield. Items 
will be available to bid on 
starting at 8 a.m. and the live 
auction will end at 8 p.m. 
with 5 minute staggering end 
times between auction items.

Items to be auctioned 
include a 1947 Buffalo fire 
engine, a 1996 pump truck, 
two Ford Crown Victorias, 
a 1995 International with 
sander, 76 lengths of fire-
hose and more.

Special Town Meeting
Voters unanimously ap-

proved the sole article on the 
Special Town Meeting war-
rant, to pay a prior year’s 
electricity bill. The amount 
of $846.47 was transferred 

from the Highway prior year 
2025 account to Highway 
prior year 2024. 

Spending request
The board approved 

a spending request in the 
amount of $1,200 to cov-
er the cost of tree removal 
from the southeast corner 
of the Maple Street ceme-
tery. The tree being removed 
overhangs North Street and 
has several dead limbs. 

Petraitis said this is a tree 
the Cemetery Commission 
has been looking to remove 
for some time. 

“Before it becomes a 
hazard, they want to take it 
down,” he said.

Resignations
The board accepted the 

resignation of Tax Collec-
tor Clerk Brianna Walters. 
They also accepted the res-

ignation of Michelle Petrai-
tis from the Planning Board 
and the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 
Public comment and events

Parks & Recreation Com-
mittee Chair Brandon Avery 
reminded residents that the 
hours of use on the common 
are from dawn to dusk. He 
also asked people to refrain 
from removing or relocating 
items and equipment from 
the common.

“The common is for ev-
erybody to enjoy,” he said. 

Avery said there will be a 
picnic in the park with the 
band Tequila Mockingbird 
from 1-3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 6. He said on Satur-
day, Sept. 13, Still Hart’s 
Café will host its annual 
fundraiser to benefit the 
common.

- community -

Ensemble Davuli performed on common
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
concert series continued on 
the common last Friday eve-
ning with performers Ensem-
ble Davuli. 

Ensemble Davuli and 
Davuli Dance Company per-
formed under the gazebo on 
the Common this past Friday 
night. This group of musi-
cians and dancers provide 
tradition Middle Eastern 
music and dance. 

Guests were encouraged 
to bring their chairs to sit 
comfortably on the common 
as Ensemble Davuli per-
formed. 

Though the rain popped 
up intermittently, the music 
and dancers still performed. 
When the skies began to 

clear, Ensemble Davuli 
thought the color in the sky 
would work to their advan-
tage. The group thanked 

those who braved the storm 
and stayed around to watch 
their performance. 

“The thunder and color-
ful skies made an excellent 
background while we con-
jured up some magic in the 
gazebo,” said Dina LeDuke. 

The performance consist-
ed of individual dances and 
group dances. Mich Rabush-
ka was one of the three danc-
ers who performed during 
an individual dance and the 
group dance. 

This concert was present-
ed by the Brookfield Cultural 
Council. The next concert 

on Brookfield Common is 
Woodshed on Friday, Sept. 5 
at 7 p.m. 

On Saturday, Sept. 6, the 
second annual Brookfield 
Town Rummage Sale will 
take place from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This year will feature an open 
mic during the rummage 
sale, allowing local musicians 
a chance to perform and pro-
vide music on the common. 

The Brookfield Town 
Wide Yard Sale will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 6 
and Sunday, Sept. 7 from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Ensemble Davuli performed on the Brookfield Common this past Friday night. The group dance took place at the end of 
the concert.

Mich Rabushka is shown during a solo dance performance. 

A band was playing for the dancers during Ensemble Davuli’s performance. 

Second Chance
seeks clothing and 
linens donations

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– Cleaning out your clos-
ets? You can now bring 
used clothing donations 
to Second Chance Animal 
Services East Brookfield 
or North Brookfield loca-
tions. 

Second Chance has 
partnered with St. Pauly 
Textile Inc. to provide a 
wood-frame clothing drop-
off shed for community 
use. The sheds are designed 
to give community mem-
bers a uniquely clean, con-
venient, and well-cared-for 
option to donate their used 
linens and clothing to. 

St. Pauly Textile Inc. 
partners with businesses 
and various organizations 
to distribute donated items 
both here in the U.S. and 
worldwide, where they’re 
ultimately re-worn by peo-
ple who need them. Second 
Chance receives funding 
for donated clothing and 
additionally has the option 
to use donated items like 
towels and blankets to care 
for pets.

With over 1,600 cloth-
ing drop-off sheds in place, 
St. Pauly Textile Inc. col-
lects over 175,000 pounds 
of clothing a day and es-
timates that this clothing 
ends up in 44 different 
countries (including the 
U.S.) yearly. In 2024, the 
company was able to help 
keep over 64 million ar-
ticles of clothing out of 
landfills, which clothed an 
estimated 7.8 million peo-
ple worldwide. 

The company was 
founded in 1996 and is an 
A+ rated member of the 
Better Business Bureau.

Accepted items: cloth-
ing, shoes, belts, purses, 
towel, blankets, sheets, 
curtains, pillowcases, and 
stuffed animals. 

The donation sheds 
are located at the Second 
Chance Adoption Cen-
ter, 111 Young Road, East 
Brookfield and the North 
Brookfield Community 
Veterinary Hospital, 372 
North Main St., North 
Brookfield.

Take-Out church supper 
planned for Sept. 19

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church 
in West Brookfield will 
hold a Take-Out Chicken 
Dinner on Friday, Sept. 19. 

Meals may be picked up 
curbside at 5 p.m. in front 
of the church at 33 West 
Main St., West Brookfield.  

The meal will include 

chicken breast, baby po-
tatoes, glazed carrots, roll 
and dessert for $15 or two 
for $25.

Reservations may be 
made by calling Elsa at 
209-400-4429 or just come 
by and pick up dinner on 
your way home.

Proceeds will benefit the 
church and its missions.

PLEASE  RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Despite 
contract negotiations start-
ing last fall, this school year 
the teachers at the Quaboag 
Regional School District 
will begin without a contract 
in place.

On the morning of Aug. 
26, the teachers gathered on 
the front steps of the middle/
high school holding signs 
that said, “You can’t put stu-
dents first if  you put teach-
ers last,” and “Valuing Stu-
dents = Valuing Educators.”

The union’s contract ne-
gotiations co-chairs Kim-
berly Chaffee and Tannis 
Rossi said after nine meet-
ings with the School Com-
mittee, contract discussions 
have turned to mediation. 

Chaffee said compared to 
neighboring school districts, 
teachers at Quaboag earn 
less by about $6,000-$8,000, 
and those other districts are 

also giving annual increases 
ranging from 2.5-3.5%. 

“We cannot compete. We 
cannot attract talent,” Chaf-
fee said.

Chaffee and Rossi said 

some vacancies in the 
Quaboag Regional School 
District are currently being 
filled by long term substi-
tutes, due to this. This in-
cludes vital roles in special 

education. 
Chaffee said the union 

understands that the towns 
face financial challenges, but 
advocated for better con-
tract negotiations moving 

forward. 
“Quaboag is a special 

place,” Chaffee said. “We 
love our kids; we love our 
schools…we want to feel 
valued.”

Teachers held standout over lack of contract

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Teachers at the Quaboag Regional School District gathered on the front steps of the middle/high school the morning of Aug. 26 and held signs in support of a fair 
contract.

Troop 163 recognized newest Eagle Scout
Submitted Article

STURBRIDGE – An-
other Scout in Troop 163 
has obtained the rank of 
Eagle Scout.  

Addie Oxman is a 
founding member of the 
troop, soon to be senior at 
Tantasqua Regional High 
School, and member of 
Brookfield Congregation-
al Church.  She passed her 
Eagle Board of Review on 
Aug. 5.   

Addie has always had a 
desire to help others, and 
she started looking into or-
ganizations that help mar-
ginalized communities.  

The first organization 
she reached out to never 
responded to her request to 
meet and discuss a possible 
project. The second was set 
up and ready to go, but due 
to a reorganization of the 
organization the project 
was put on hold indefinite-
ly.  

Third times a charm, 
it was a huge success. A 
connection was made with 
St. Luke Guest House in 
Southbridge and was a 
good match. St. Luke’s 
works with those who are 
living on the street or out 
of their cars, helping them 
to become independent and 
self-sustaining by providing 
resources, helping them find 
a job, a permanent home, 
and how to save money.  

Her project had two 
parts. First was to help build 
awareness of the mission 
and purpose of St. Luke’s, 
handing out brochures and 
making presentations. Sec-
ond was to collect supplies 
to help the Guest House 

and it’s residents.  She set up 
outside local stores handing 
out information, answering 
questions about St. Luke’s 
and collecting supplies for 
them.

When Addie joined the 
troop, she was observant, 
hesitant to step up, hung 
more in the background but 
participated in everything 
that the troop did, accord-
ing to former Scoutmaster 
Chrissy Chamberland. The 
leadership roles Addie took 
on were Troop Guide, In-
structor, and most recently 
Bugler.  

“Some may think being a 
patrol leader is the only way 
you can show how well you 
lead in a troop. I disagree. 
In my experience, there are 
many ways to lead without 
having the title ‘leader,’” 
Chamberland said.  “Addie 
could be found encourag-
ing others to participate, 
helping them with a task or 
difficult skill, making oth-
ers feel welcome within the 
troop, helping before being 
asked, and stepping up and 
filling in as ‘leader’ if  the 
situation arises.”

Chamberland said Ad-
die had a barbie, Narcissa, 
which started as an emo-
tional support tool. 

“It became something 
so much bigger, it became a 
way for others to feel com-
fortable instead of embar-
rassed when they brough a 
stuffed animal, or special 
toy, to a meeting or on a 
trip, she showed them it was 
ok to be nervous and have 
something to help calm 
them down.  She led but 
in her own way, and that’s 
how it should be,” Cham-

berland said. 
From the start Addie 

grew to love summer camp.  
Every summer she would go 
for the week with the troop, 
then attended at least one if  
not two additional weeks as 
a provisional Scout.  

She even went cross 
country to Washington 
State, for a week of summer 
camp, having to travel by 
boat to reach the camp lo-
cated just off the coast. 

She recently returned 
from a troop trip to Sea 
Base, one of Scouting’s 
high adventure bases.  She 
spent a week on an island 
in the Florida Keys learn-
ing about the surroundings, 
eco system, native plants 
and animals, went snorkel-
ing, fishing, and had a lot 
of fun.   

“I was pushed to do 
things I never thought I 
could; swimming a mile, ice 
climbing, shark fishing, in-
door skydiving, and more,” 
Addie said while reflect-
ing on her experiences in 
Scouts. “Every challenge 
showed me what I could 
accomplish, and what really 
interests me.”  

Next summer she hopes 
to work at Camp Wanock-
sett, the summer camp she 
spends many weeks at.  She 
also hopes to be on staff at 
the National Jamboree.   

Outside of Scouts, Addie 
participated in Vacation Bi-
ble School as a camper and 
then as a camp counselor, 
working with younger age 
groups and putting on vari-
ous programs for them. 

“Addie handled the 
younger ones with kindness 
and finesse,” Jane Snyder 

commented.  “Whenever 
help is needed, Addies is 
there.”   

She also was a counselor 
at Circus Camp at Alice’s 
Fitness and Dance Studio.  
She helped to create dances, 
pick out music, organized 
costume changes and en-
sured the campers went on 
stage when they were sched-
uled.  

This fall Addie will be a 
senior. She knows it’s time 
to start thinking about 
plans for after graduation. 
She is considering three 
different career paths at 
the moment; teacher, social 
worker, or study law.   

Addie noted, “Whatever 
path I choose will require 
me to use the organization-
al skills from my 7 years 
in this program.  I hope in 
the coming years I can give 
back to a world that has al-
ready taught me so much.”   

Still having time to nar-
row down her choices, she 
is not rushing into any deci-
sions.  It is clear, no matter 
what she chooses she will be 
all in. 

“Addie is one of the most 
accepting, nonjudgmental, 
caring and unique humans 
I have ever met,” Chamber-
land said.  “I know whatev-
er she chooses to do in the 
future will be as awesome 
as she is, I can’t wait to see 
what comes next.” 

If you would like to 
learn more about St. Lukes 
Guest House visit www.
friendsofstlukes.org or call 
them at 774-230-6416.  To 
learn more about Scouting 
or Troop 163 email them 
at troop163sturbridge@
gmail.com.

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

Medicare 101 educational event to be held Sept. 16

STURBRIDGE – The 
2nd annual Friends of the 
Poor Walk followed by 
its first Family Fun Day 
will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 13 from noon-6 
p.m. on the Sturbridge 
Town Common. 

Featuring Maggie the 
Clown, alpacas from 
Ledgecreek Farm, a va-
riety of vendors, food, 
games for both chil-
dren and adults, a DJ, 
live music by G Note & 
The Tinman, and much 
more.

Proceeds from the 
fundraiser will go to-
ward supporting local 
individuals and families 
in need across Brim-
field, Brookfield, Hol-
land, Sturbridge, Wales, 
and other nearby towns. 
The St. Vincent de Paul 
Society in Fiskdale pro-
vides practical assistance 
throughout the year, in-

cluding emergency hous-
ing, rental and utility 
help, food, clothing, and 
other essential needs 
–serving people of all 
backgrounds and faiths. 

The Fiskdale con-
ference raises funds 
through parish poor 
boxes, public donations, 
and events such as this 
one. The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul oper-
ates in 153 countries, 
with more than 4,000 
local conferences, and is 
run entirely by members 
committed to tackling 
poverty in all its forms. 

For more information 
contact svdpfiskdalepr@
gmail.com. To make a 
donation, visit the web-
site: svdpfiskdale.org and 
click on the “Donate” 
button.  

To register for the 
event, go to the events tab 
at svdpfiskdale.org.

2nd annual Friends of 
the Poor Walk will be 
held on Sept. 13

Church to 
host tag 
sale on 
Sept. 13

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Christ Memo-
rial Episcopal Church, 
133 North Main St., will 
host a tag sale on Satur-
day, Sept. 13 from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. 

There will be plants 
(indoor and out), puz-
zles, books, clothes, kid’s 
stuff, kitchen and house-
hold items, treasures, 
and more. Name your 
price. 

New this year – you 
can help support the 
North Brookfield Com-
munity Food Collab-
orative by bringing 
non-perishable items for 
the table. 

Rain date for the tag 
sale is Sept. 20.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North Brook-
field Senior Center will be 
hosting an educational pre-
sentation on Tuesday, Sept. 
16 at 11 a.m. at the senior 
center located at 29 Forest 
St., for current beneficiaries 
and for those who will soon 
be eligible for Medicare. 

West Brookfield seniors 
are also invited. The infor-
mation is specific to Mas-
sachusetts. The session will 
run from 1 to 1.5 hours, in-
cluding time for questions.  

The presentation will be 
conducted by Ed Spater, a 
licensed Insurance agent, 
who will explain the basics 
of Medicare including: why 
it’s important to evaluate 
your current Medicare cov-
erage each year; the pros and 

cons of each of your Medi-
care coverage options; what 
to consider when deciding 
which Medicare coverage 

option is right for you; ways 
to save money and get better 
Medicare coverage in 2024.

For accommodations of 

persons with special needs at 
meetings call 774-271-5199 
or 711 for TTY callers.
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I harvested my garlic 
well over six weeks ago. It’s 
been curing in my mudroom 
stems and all, first with a fan 
on it to speed the drying pro-
cess.  

Yesterday I cut the stems 
away and put the garlic fists 
that were left in mesh bags. 
Some will be seed garlic, 
in other words, it will be 
broken apart into planting 
cloves. The rest will be used 
for cooking all through the 
winter and hopefully into 
the spring.  

It’s so important to cure 
your vegetables well, both 
for optimal taste and for 
longevity.  

As for garlic’s cousin, 
the onion, there is a two 
step curing process. When 
three-quarters of the tops 
have fallen over push down 
the rest and let them stay in 
the ground a little while lon-
ger. Then, unearth the bulbs 
and lay them, tops and all, 
on the ground in the sun, 
turning occasionally.  

When they turn com-
pletely brown cut the stems 
to one inch and spread them 
on screens single file in a 
warm and dry, well-ventilat-
ed area to cure further. They 
can rest in that location for 
up to two months, then store 
at temperatures close to 40 
degrees.  

Store apples, bananas, 
and tomatoes away from on-
ions, these vegetables excrete 
ethylene gas as they ripen, 
causing onions to sprout 
prematurely. Use bulbs that 
have two centers first, they 
won’t store well.  

It is interesting to note 
that the same compound 
that starts the tears flowing 
when we cut into onions- 
sulfur, is also a potent fun-
gicide and bactericide. No 
wonder they store so well!  

Potatoes are perhaps the 
most tricky vegetable to 
store. Curing them properly 
will help to prevent rot, pre-
mature sprouting, and tox-
ic greening of the skin and 
flesh.  By waiting a week or 
more after the plant has died 
before digging up the tubers, 
the skins will thicken and be 
less prone to injury during 
harvest.  

Once they are dug, a 
week spent in a cool and to-
tally dark space will further 
firm their skin and change 
sugars to starch, completing 

the ripening process. Never 
wash potatoes prior to stor-
age!  

Gently brush off dirt and 
store in a single layer in the 
darkness at 55-60 degrees.  
Darkness will prevent green-
ing, which renders potatoes 
inedible. Use any pitch-
forked or shovel-marked 
spuds first, as damage to the 
skin will invite rot. 

Harvest winter squash 
after vines have died back 
or prior to an impending 
frost. A pretty New England 
autumn scene is fields of 
pumpkins or colorful squash 
curing under sunny skies.  

If  you follow the farm-
ers lead, just be sure to lift 
squash off the ground, and 
cover if  rain or frost threat-
ens. Two weeks in the field 
or a sunny, well-ventilated 
space is sufficient for cur-
ing, at which point the skin 
should be hard enough to re-
sist the dent of a fingernail.  

Gently washing squash in 
a 10% bleach solution will 
help to prevent rot prior to 
storing at temperatures be-
tween 50 and 60 degrees.  

The flavor of many of 
our favorite squashes only 
improves with age. 

I remember my mom used 
to store our butternuts up 
off of the floor in our base-
ment.  I’ve heard of other 
people storing theirs under 
the bed in a spare bedroom.  

For me, my mudroom 
serves as an all purpose stor-
age area with mesh bags of 
onions and garlic hanging 
from hooks on a shelf, the 
squash on a small pallet on 
the floor . I have yet to have 
enough potatoes to store, 
but this year might just be 
the exception and I’ll come 
up with a dark enclosure to 
store them well.  

Get creative and you too 
will be enjoying the fruits of 
your labor through winter 
into spring!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

It’s harvest time! How to cure 
and store for optimal longevity.

Dear Rusty: 
I’m 64 and my wife is 

62. 
If my wife starts her 

own benefit now, she 
will get about $700 on 
her own at 62. I will re-
tire next year and claim 
Social Security when I 
am 65. SSA says my wife 
can draw $1,100 under 
spousal benefits, so if  she 
claims now will they give 
her spousal benefits of 
$1,100 or does she need 
to wait until I claim at 
age 65 to get the $1,100? 

Signed: Trying to Un-
derstand 

 
Dear Trying: 
If your wife is now 62, 

then her Full Retirement 
Age for Social Security 
purposes is age 67 and if  
she claims any SS benefit 
before reaching her FRA, 
the amount will be re-
duced for early claiming. 
If your wife were to claim 
now (before you), she 
would get only her own 
SS retirement amount 
(the $700 amount), and 
that would be a reduc-
tion of about 30% from 
what she would get if  she 
waited until her FRA to 
claim.  

 
Your wife cannot get a 

“spousal boost” (an ad-
ditional amount as your 
spouse) until you claim 
your SS retirement ben-
efit (at age 65?). And her 
benefit as your spouse at 
that time will also be re-
duced because she will 
not have yet reached her 

FRA. If your wife is al-
ready collecting her own 
SS retirement benefit 
when you later claim, she 
will be given her “spousal 
boost” to make her bene-
fit equal what she is enti-
tled to as your spouse. But 
her total monthly benefit 
as your spouse will also 
be reduced because it 
will be awarded before 
her FRA. The only way 
your wife can get her full 
spousal benefit from you 
is to wait until she is 67 
to claim Social Security. 
If she claims any earlier, 
her monthly amount will 
be permanently reduced.  

FYI, if  you plan to 
claim at age 65, you 
should also be aware 
that your full retirement 
age (FRA) is also age 67 
and claiming at age 65 
will mean that you will 
get about 87% of the 
amount you would get if  
you waited until age 67 
to claim. Again, these re-
ductions are permanent, 
except for normal Cost 
of Living Adjustments 
awarded annually there-
after.  

Having said all of 
that, deciding when each 
of you should claim your 
Social Security benefit 
is a matter of financial 
need, while also consid-
ering your life expectan-
cy. If your life expectancy 
is short and/or you need 
the money, then claiming 
early is likely the right 
decision. But if  your 
life expectancy is longer 
and you don’t urgent-

ly need the money, then 
you might both consider 
waiting longer to claim a 
higher monthly amount 
and get more in cumula-
tive lifetime benefits.  

Finally, please remem-
ber that whenever SS is 
claimed before full retire-
ment age, Social Security 
has an annual earnings 
test which limits how 
much can be earned by 
working while collecting 
early SS benefits. The 
earnings limit for 2025 is 
$23,400 and, if  that is ex-
ceeded, SS will take back 
$1 in benefits for every 
$2 over the limit (they 
take back by withhold-
ing future SS payments). 
FYI, the earnings limit 
for those who claim SS 
early changes (increases a 
bit) yearly and goes away 
entirely once full retire-
ment age is reached. So, 
if  either or both of you 
are working, you should 
evaluate whether claim-
ing your Social Security 
benefit early (before your 
respective FRA) is a pru-
dent choice. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

Can my wife get her full spousal 
benefit at 62 or must she wait?

Animal bites, even from pets, can be dangerous

Summertime and the 
warming climate in general 
usually bring about an in-
crease in the number of an-
imal bites reported to health 
authorities. As you might 
expect, the main culprits 
are dogs, but while cats are 
responsible for fewer bites, 
they are responsible for 
more infections.

And as people spend 
more time outdoors, they 
may be more likely to en-
counter wildlife, such as rac-
coons, skunks and foxes.

All this is to say that an-

imal bites are nothing to 
be ignored. In the United 
States, there are between 2 
million and 5 million bites 
each year, the vast major-
ity of reported bites being 
caused by dogs, with the re-
mainder caused by cats (5 to 
10 percent) and rodents (2 to 
3 percent). Children are bit-
ten more often than adults.

  Of course, most animal 
bites aren’t reported to au-
thorities or treated in the ER 
or doctor’s office, so there 
are likely many more.

Here are some things to 

know about animal bites.

 Cat bites can be more
 serious than dog bites
That cute little kitten may 

look harmless compared to 
a snarling dog, but if  it bites 
or scratches you, watch out. 
The likelihood of a cat bite 
becoming infected is double 
of that of a dog bite, accord-
ing to the World Health Or-
ganization.

Dogs’ teeth may be big-
ger, but cats’ slender, sharp 
fangs can penetrate a wound 
deeper, causing damage to 
tendons or ligaments. Cats 
don’t necessarily have more 
bacteria in their mouths, 
but, as self-groomers, their 
mouths are anything but 
clean. Women are the most 
frequent victims of cat bites.

Unvaccinated feral cats 
are dangerous, though they 
probably won’t let you come 
near. Among domestic cats, 

the most common cause for 
a bite is when they’re being 
medicated. If you’ve ever 
tried to get a cat to swallow 
a pill, you know this to be 
true.

If the vet prescribes a 
pill for your cat, have them 
demonstrate how to admin-
ister it. Better yet, ask if  the 
medication comes in a liquid 
form that you can adminis-
ter using a syringe.

 
Cat scratch disease is 

a thing
Cat scratch disease 

(CSD), also known as cat 
scratch fever or Bartonello-
sis, is  a bacterial infection, 
most commonly transmitted 
through scratches or bites 
from cats, especially kittens, 
that have fleas carrying the 
bacteria.  The bacteria can 
also be spread through ex-
posure to cat saliva or flea 
bites.

CSD is rarely serious 
on its own, but those with 
weakened immune systems 
and children are more vul-
nerable. There are two tell-
tale signs: swollen lymph 
nodes and bumps or cysts 
under the skin, usually near 
the wound. It usually goes 
away on its own, but if  you 
develop fever or the infec-
tion seems to be spreading, 
get medical attention.

 Rabies is nothing to 
laugh at

Rabies is a viral disease 
that is more common in 
wild animals (skunks, squir-
rels, raccoons, foxes) than 
domesticated ones, which 
are usually vaccinated. If  
you’re taking a nature walk 
and encounter wildlife, even 
though it’s cute and you 

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

See YOUR HEALTH   
  PAGE 10
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Animal bites, even from pets, can be dangerous

East Brookfield library lists upcoming events and programs
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The East Brookfield Pub-
lic Library, 122 Connie 
Mack Drive, lists upcoming 
events and ongoing pro-
grams. 

Annual Craft Fair
The library’s annual 

Craft Fair will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Stop by and 
start your holiday shopping 
early. Knitters, doll makers, 
candles, woodwork, adult 
clothing protectors, paint-
ers and many more. 

This program is free and 
open to the public. If  you 
would like to be a vendor, 
please contact the library.

Storytime
Children ages 6 months 

to 6 years can play games, 
listen to stories, and create 
art projects to take home at 
Storytime on Thursdays at 
10:30 a.m. Caregivers are 
required to stay with the 
child. One adult caregiver is 
required for every two chil-
dren.

Story Pals
This program is for chil-

dren who have outgrown 
Storytime, but still enjoy 
making a craft and listening 
to a story. Story Pals is held 
on Thursday at 3:30 p.m. 

The group will not meet 

on Oct. 23, as children 
will be decorating pump-
kins. On Nov. 20, children 
will be creating turkeys for 
Thanksgiving.

Food Shelf
Please bring new, un-

expired food items to the 
library during our regular 
hours. Personal items can 
include items such as sham-
poo, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, soap, laundry 
detergent, toilet paper, dia-
pers, wipes, deodorant, bar-
rettes, hair ties, socks, reus-
able plastic containers for 
food, aluminum foil, plastic 
wrap, trash bags, dish soap, 
and more.  

The collected items will 
be distributed to local fami-
lies and individuals in need; 
the library’s food shelf is al-
ways available during nor-
mal library hours.

Fiber Art Group
This group welcomes 

anyone who is interested 
in fiber arts which includes 
but is not limited to knit-
ting, crocheting, embroi-
dery, hand sewing and 
cross stitching. Stop by if  
you would like to spend 
the morning with a group 
of people who also love to 
stitch.

The Fiber Art Group 

will meet on Tuesdays, 
Sept. 16 and 23, Oct. 14 and 
21 and Nov. 18 at 9:30 a.m.

Knitting Group
Adult Knitting Group 

meets on Thursdays at 
12:30 p.m. All skill levels 
are welcome. Bring a cur-
rent project or check out 
our many pattern books for 
inspiration.
Library Book Talk Group

The Library Book Talk 
Group meets the first Tues-
day of every month, at 11 
a.m. Stop by the library 
and pick up the book in ad-
vance. Patrons are welcome 
to pick up the book even if  
they are not attending the 
discussion.

Pokémon Go Club
The Pokémon Go Club 

meets every Monday at 
3:30 p.m., players must 
have their own device to 
play on.

All children and adults 
are welcome. Children un-
der 12 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Drop in Craft
Every Monday in the 

children’s room there is a 
self-directed craft project. 
Craft projects may have 
small parts. Children un-
der 12 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult, 

with one adult for every 
two children. This project is 
available as long as the sup-
plies are available.

Technology Tuesday!
Need help with tech-

nology? Library staff can 
teach you how to do things 
like use the library catalog 
to look for books and ma-
terials, place holds, add 
Libby to your e-reader or 
phone, and generally make 
the most out of the online 
resources we have available 
for you. Staff can also help 
with non-library related 
things like setting up an 
e-mail account. 

If you would like help 
specific to your device, 
please bring it along.

Morning Mend
Do you have a favorite 

piece of clothing that needs 
a little TLC? Do you need 
help mending something 
you know has a little more 
life left in it? If yes, this is 
the workshop for you.

On Tuesdays. Sept. 30, 
Oct. 28 and Nov. 25 at 9:30 
a.m., stop by the library 
and staff will help you 
mend your special item. 
They have all the tools you 
will need (sewing machines, 
needles, threads, fabrics 
and more). 

Movie Time
Movie Time will be held 

on Tuesdays, Sept. 30, Oct. 
28 and Nov. 25 at 12:30 
p.m. Stop by the library 
with your lunch and enjoy 
a block buster movie, meet 
new friends. 

Homework Help
Staff members will be 

available to assist children 
with homework questions 
on Mondays from 3-6 
p.m. This is not a tutor-
ing session; this program 
is designed for children to 
ask for help on a specific 
question. Children under 
the age of 12 must have a 
parent or guardian remain 
with them.

Adult Board Games
If you like to play games 

and want to meet new peo-
ple from the community, 
this program is for you. 
This program is for adults 
18 years or older and is held 
on the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month at 1 p.m.

Walk-ins are welcome 
but registration is preferred 
so staff can plan according-
ly for the snacks and num-
ber of games.  

Saturday Board Games
All ages are welcome to 

come to the library and play 
a few board games starting 

at 10 a.m. No Board Games 
on Oct. 18.

Teen Volunteer Program 
Interested in volunteering 

with the library? Let staff  
know when you are avail-
able. For ages 12 and up.

Sponsor An Author
Do you have a favorite 

author? Hate being on the 
waitlist to check out their 
newest book? The “Sponsor 
an Author” program guar-
antees that you will receive 
the book first as soon as the 
library gets it in. Your price 
is what the library pays. See 
Carolann for details.

Friends of the Library
Want to help the library 

but don’t know how? Con-
sider joining the Friend’s 
Group.
Maker Space and Library 

of Things
Come visit the Maker 

Space area and Library 
Things. There you will 
find cake pans, charcuterie 
boards, platters, small spe-
cialty appliances, tools, 
button maker and so much 
more. Library staff are 
looking for items to add to 
the Library of Things and 
Maker Space, tools, small 
kitchen appliances, garden-
ing supplies, baby monitor, 
DVD player, etc.

From the 1920s into the 
50s it was the music of the 
era on film and radio, and in 
dance halls.

As time goes by, tastes 
change, for better or worse. 
The big band era may have 
passed, but it has never died. 
It lived gloriously on Stur-
bridge Common last Thurs-
day.

Not everything was in-
strumental. Take the song 
about the phone number; 
“Pennsylvania 6-5000”, with 
the audience enlisted for the 
chorus, which is the song ti-
tle. It’s a lively Glenn Miller 
tune, pre-dating the world of 
area codes and much more 
technological telephony.

The evening was still 
young when Dan sang “Mr. 
Sandman”. No matter, no 
one was falling asleep.

Dan would introduce the 
vocalist, Margi Gianquinto. 
Margi came up from New 
York City to be part of the 
evening and would duo with 
Dan on “Let’s Get Away 
From It All”.

“Lt’s Get Away From It 
All” would be an important 
part of the evening as Dan 
Gabel and his Orchestra 
have released an album with 
that song as the title. It is 
available on compact disc, 
but the artwork of Michael 
Crampton really shines on 
the vinyl album. 

To bring such a project 
to life takes no little techni-
cal skill. Dan was generous 
in his praise of Josh Lu who 
superintended the recording 
and mixing.

The release contains 
many of the songs heard on 
Thursday evening and some 
that weren’t, so it is a way to 
get even more of Dan and his 
band.

Margi would be featured 
singing much more over the 
course of the evening. She 
would do favorites such as 
“A Tisket, A Tasket”, “Sat-
urday Night (Is the Lone-
liest Night in the Week)”, 
“I Love Being Here With 
You”, co-written and orig-
inally sung by Peggy Lee, 
“East Of The Sun”, “Senti-
mental Journey”, and many 
others.

Margi would sing harmo-
ny with Dan on “The Sunny 
Side Of The Street”.

Margi’s talent was more 
that vocal. For a 
time, as the band 
played without 
her, she stepped 
out and danced 
with a gentleman 
in front of the 
bandstand, and 
that display was a 
treat for the audi-
ence.

To end the first 
half, the orchestra 
played “American 
Patrol”. 

Upon return-
ing, Dan thanked 
the veterans in the 
audience, and also 
the Rotary and Li-
ons for their gen-

erosity as well as the Town 
of Sturbridge for their sup-
port. Then it was on to more 
music.

The bandsmen would 
continue their instrumen-
tal work and one of them, 
Steve, would shower the au-
dience with “Pennies From 
Heaven” (well, not literal-
ly).

Dan and Margi would 
continue to sing with Dan’s 
rendition of “I Left My 
Heart In San Francisco”, 
being a highlight.

So, the evening would go. 
The crowd growing large 
and feeling the warmth 
even if  tinge of fall filled the 
air at the end.

The audience loved it, 
and if  they want more, 
Dan has an outlet. He and 
the orchestra will be sail-
ing away on the “Let’s Get 
Away From It All Cruise.” 
A luxury Holland-America 
liner will depart Boston on 
Oct. 3, 2026, and will head 
up the Coast of Maine to 
the Maritimes for a week of 
big band music and danc-
ing in a stately ballroom.

If you really want to “get 
away from it all” contact 
tom@ahoycruises.com or 
call 214-761-1968.

BIG BAND SOUND
  FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
Altruist Brewing Company provided beverages during the concert.

Margi Giaquinto sang during a con-
cert on the Sturbridge common.

Cathy and Walter enjoyed the sounds 
of big band music.

Kettle and Pine provided kettle corn.

Flea Market to  be held on the 
West Brookfield Common Sept. 13

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregational 
Church, 36 North Main St. 
has been hosting their Flea 
Market on the town Com-
mon for more than 50 years. 

This year the Flea Mar-
ket will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 13 from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Tell your friends and 
come out for a day of bar-

gains and yummy a lunch.
New this year is a tag 

sale inside the church. 
Come in for more bargains. 

Sellers of all kinds are 
welcome – flea folk, antique 
sellers, crafters, product 
vendors, and those emp-
tying out basements and 
attics. No food vendors, 
please. 

Spaces are available for 
$40 for a 20 x 20 grassy 
spot. Vendors must bring 
their own tables and tents. 
The church will sponsor a 
food tent with grilled lunch, 
cold drinks and sweet treats. 

Email Karen at fccofwb-
fleamarket@gmail.com for 
an application or call her at 
508-801-7692.

Grange Kids’ Corner explores weather
WARE – The next Kids’ 

Corner at Ware Grange 
will be called “Weather” 
and will take place on Sat-
urday, Sept. 6 at 10 a.m. 
at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road.

Kids’ Corner workshops 

are led by local preschool 
teacher, Jen McNally, and 
teach children about na-
ture and the environment 
through stories, songs and 
fun activities. 

All types of weather are 
very important to the en-

vironment. Children will 
explore the different types 
of weather and how each 
plays their own part in 
making Earth beautiful. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

 SEPTEMBER

DELICIOUS FOOD, DRINK AND DESSERTS

27

Hampden 

Mounted Police   
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Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Fairly large
  6. Barrels per day 

(abbr.)
  9. Cover the entirety of
 13. Leafy appetizer
 14. Showy ornament
 15. Norse 

personification of 
old age

 16. Athletes
 17. Closes tightly
 18. Attack via hurling 

items
 19. Where the reserves 

stand
 21. Sword
 22. Begat
 23. Damage another’s 

reputation
 24. Northeast
 25. Turf
 28. For each
 29. Hours (Spanish)
 31. Western state
 33. One who offers help
 36. Flanks

 38. A woolen cap of 
Scottish origin

 39. Free from drink or 
drugs

 41. Tunnels
 44. Mature
 45. More dried-up
 46. News organization
 48. Steal something
 49. Forms one’s public 

persona(abbr.)
 51. Female fish eggs
 52. Small petrel of 

southern seas
 54. Edible starches
 56. Historical
 60. In a place to sleep
 61. Horse grooms
 62. Off-Broadway 

theater award
 63. Chinese dynasty
 64. Resembling a wing
 65. Small projection on 

a bird’s wing
 66. Of the Isle of Man
 67. Derived unit of 

force (abbr.)

 68. Plate for Eucharist

CLUES DOWN
  1. Vipers
  2. Ancient city in Syria
  3. Slog
  4. Emits coherent 

radiation
  5. “Pollock” actor Harris
  6. Bleated
  7. Monetary units of 

Afghanistan
  8. Tooth doctor
  9. One who takes apart
 10. Commoner
 11. Beat poet Ginsberg
 12. Cave deposit material
 14. Home energy backup
 17. Begets
 20. Face part
 21. Frocks
 23. Hill or rocky peak
 25. Giving the impression 

of dishonesty
 26. About ear
 27. Male parents
 29. Popular grilled food

 30. Vaccine developer
 32. Not conforming
 34. Polite address for 

women
 35. 1970 U.S. 

environmental law
 37. Astronomical period 

of 18 years
 40. One who fights the 

government
 42. Center for Excellence 

in Education
 43. Watches discreetly
 47. An electrically 

charged atom
 49. Hymn
 50. Arabic given name
 52. Popular pie nut
 53. City in Zambia
 55. Species of cherry
 56. John __, British 

writer
 57. Be next to
 58. Make angry
 59. Give birth to a lamb 

or kid
 61. Unhappy

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Register for Rotary’s annual TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

STURBRIDGE – The 
Rotary Club of Stur-
bridge has announced that 
pre-registration is now 
open for its popular TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 
1K, and Fun Walk, which 
is slated to return on Sun-
day, Oct. 26, according to 
club president and race di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld.

“To pre-register for this 
year’s event, just go to 
getmeregistered.com, and 
type ‘Sturbridge’ in the 
search field in the upper 
right-hand corner,” said 
Hachfeld. Participants 
who pre-register by Oct. 21 
will get a free 2025 TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K 
T-shirt.

All activities begin at 
the OSV Education Center 
on Old Sturbridge Village 
Road (not to be confused 
with Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Academy at the main 

entrance to the village). 
Parking will be available in 
the Education Center lot.

The family-friendly 
event offers two timed rac-
es, including a 5K Trail 
Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K 
Pre-Teen Run. In the spirit 
of the season, participants 
are encouraged to come in 
costume. The event also in-
cludes free children’s game 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Ed-
ucation Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run ($20 registration) 
starts at 9:15 a.m. This is 
for the 12 and under crowd, 
and the course is accessible 
for anyone with mobility 
challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run 
($35 registration) & Fun 
Walk ($30 registration) will 
start at 10 a.m. using Old 
Sturbridge Village Road 
and the Arbutus Park Trail 
in the Leadmine Moun-

tain Wildlife Conservation 
Lands.

An awards ceremony 
will follow at 11:15 a.m. 
starting with a competition 
for best Halloween cos-
tume for all registered run-
ners and walkers. Judging 
will be by popular choice.

On-site registration will 
also be available starting at 
8:30 a.m. on the day of the 
race.

The Trek Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club fundraiser, with all 
profits going to the organi-
zation’s community needs 
projects.

For additional infor-
mation, or to sign on as 
an event sponsor, email 
the race director at laserk-
laus@gmail.com. Or vis-
it the Sturbridge Rotary 
Club website at https://
sturbridgerotary.com.

human eye. 
During the Family Fun 

Fest, visitors will see how 
Arnold creates images 

through the use of infrared 
photography. 

“I strive to create and 
share unique images of the 
natural world with infrared 
photography,” shared Ar-
nold. 

The Family Fun Fest will 
be held at Bike House Brew-
ing, on Sept. 28 from noon-
4 p.m. For more informa-
tion about the Family Fun 
Fest, visit nbtownhouse.
com. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
FROM PAGE 1

St. Joseph’s hosts chicken BBQ 
and family picnic Sept. 6 & 7

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Blessed Carlo 
Acutis Parish, St. Joseph 
Church, 296 North Main 
St., will host a Chicken 
BBQ & Family Picnic on 
Saturday, Sept. 6 and Sun-
day, Sept. 7.

All are welcome to come 
join parish members for 
plenty of fair food on Sat-
urday evening and a deli-
cious BBQ chicken dinner 
served on Sunday from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. The cost 
of the chicken dinner is $15 
for adults and $8 for chil-

dren ages 12 and under. 
Music will be provided 

by DJ Richard “Tabby” 
LeBlanc on Saturday and 
Sunday.  There will also be 
assorted raffles including a 
scratch ticket raffle which 
features the grand prize 
of a book (50) $30 lottery 
scratch tickets, and lastly a 
delicious bake sale. 

On Saturday, the Family 
Picnic begins on the church 
lawn at 5 p.m. after the 4 
p.m. Mass. Music by DJ 
Richard “Tabby” LeBlanc, 
lawn games, fair style food, 

and plenty of raffles will be 
offered from 5-7 p.m.

On Sunday, there will be 
music by DJ Richard “Tab-
by” LeBlanc, lawn games, 
bake sale, and plenty of raf-
fles. Chicken dinners will be 
served (eat in and take out) 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Music and raffles will 
be available both days. For 
chicken dinner tickets and 
more information, please 
call the parish office Mon-
day through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 508-
867-6469.  

provided as the light source 
to be put inside the jars. It 
was getting a bit dark over 
by the craft table Tulip was 
using and the lights were 
sitting by themselves with 
no light. Someone turned 
on the lights to let her three 
floral lights glow. 

“They looked so lone-
some by themselves,” Tulip 
said 

The dry flowers and 
leaves were glued on the 
outside of the jars and the 
mod podge helped add a 
frosted look to the glass. 
The Haston Free Public 
Library was shining during 
craft night. 

The next craft night will 
be on Sept. 18 from 2-6 p.m. 
This will feature a variety of 
crafts and historical crafts 
with Castle Nitor. 

FLORAL LIGHTS
FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Gloria is shown working on two apothecary floral lights, which featured mod 
podge, dry flowers and leaves, all pasted on a small jar.

Dry flowers and leaves were part of the decoration and were 
provided by the library.Flameless candles provided the glow of the apoth-

ecary floral lights.

Circle of Song began 25th season
BARRE – Circle of 

Song will begin its 25th 
season on Thursday, 
Sept. 4. 

Rehearsals are on 
Thursday nights from 
7-8:30 p.m. at the Town 
Hall, corner of Exchange 
and Mechanic streets.

To celebrate the 25th 
anniversary, original 
co-director Elisabeth 
Bryant is guest conduct-
ing two of the pieces for 
the concert. Mozart’s 
Regina Coeil will be the 
centerpiece of this Dec. 
20 concert (7 p.m. Barre 
Town Hall), which Bry-
ant will conduct. 

She will also conduct 
Java Jive, Ben Oakland 
and Milton Drake’s en-
joyable “ode to coffee.” 

Additionally, she will 
solo on clarinet with the 
chorus in Rene Clausen’s 
arrangement of “Black 
is the Color of My True 
Love’s Hair”.

Jeff Williams will 
direct Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas”, 
Nancy Afonso will lead 
“Mary Did you Know” 
arr. by the Pentatonix, 
and Scott Bryant will di-
rect Morten Lauridson’s 
“O Magnum Mysteri-
um”.

Julie Rawosn, COS di-
rector will lead, “At the 
River” by Aaron Cop-
land, “The Irish Prayer”, 
arranged by Doug An-
drews, and finally, “The 
Seal Lullaby” by Eric 
Whitacre.

Circle of Song, a cho-
ral group of approxi-
mately 20 members, is 
always looking for new 
members. The chorus 
sings in four-part harmo-
ny, pieces that are some-
what a reach musically. 

And support is given 
to all singers as desired, 
with learning tapes and 
sectionals for those who 
are interested. New and 
experienced singers are 
invited to join. Circle of 
Song is a no-nonsense, 
down-to-earth chorus 
that includes singers of 
all ages and experience.

Those interested in 
joining the chorus can 
call  Rawson at 978-257-
1192 or email julie@
mhof.net.
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Warriors take part in Tigers jamboree
SOUTH HADLEY – As 

has become tradition in re-
cent years, Tantasqua Re-
gional High School girls soc-
cer took part in the South 
Hadley High School’s an-
nual girls soccer jamboree. 
Tantasqua had a few short 

scrimmages at the event held 
on Saturday, Aug. 23. The 
Warriors opened up their 
regular season at Ludlow 
earlier this week, and have 
their first home game on 
Thursday, Sept. 4 against 
Auburn at 3:30 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Kina Demears dribbles up the field.

Hayden O’Malley tries to steal possession.

Tess Alexander passes ahead of pressure.
Kayle Roy-Pina guides the ball up the 
field.Sarah Parson goes for the loose bal

Pioneers lock up with 
Panthers in scrimmage

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Makaela Tourville sends a pass away

PALMER – Last 
week, both Pathfind-
er and Palmer girls 
soccer got together 
for scrimmage action 
with both teams pre-
paring for the regular 
season. Pathfinder 
faced off with Lee 
High School earli-
er this week in the 
season opener for 
both teams. Coming 
up on Friday, Sept. 
5, the Pioneers have 
their home opener 
on Commerce at 4 
p.m. They will face 
Renaissance on Tues-
day, Sept. 9 at 4 p.m.

Taylor Allen holds possession.

Megan Clark tries to clear the ball ahead of pressure.

Addison Doktor attempts a save.

PALMER – Last week, Pathfind-
er Regional football had a scrim-
mage with Chicopee High School as 
the regular season approaches.

 The Pioneers are scheduled to 
open up the regular season against 
neighboring rival Palmer High 
School next week. Pathfinder did 
have one final scrimmage on Sept. 5 
against Bishop Guertin before facing 
the Panthers at Legion Field on Sept. 
12 at 7 p.m.

Pioneers 
scrimmage as 
season nears

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Pathfinder scrimmages against Chicopee last week.

Anthony Arventos heads up the fieldDustyn Cook extends for a catch.
Trevor Alexander hugs the football as 
he goes on a run.

Cassion Kowalik looks for an opening 
to go on a long rush.

Quabbin Fall League expands to six teams

Evelyn Wood goes after the ball.

SOUTH HADLEY – Af-
ter successful recruiting, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League has reached a deci-
sion to expand this year’s fall 
league to six teams.

With the expansion, there 
are still some open roster 
spots for players who are age 
28 and older. The league is set 
to get underway with its Sun-
day schedule beginning on 
Sunday, Sept. 7.

All players in the league 
will get to experience an 

eight-game slate with the cost 
in the range of $45 to $60 
depending on the number of 
players on the team. The cost 
reflects paying for insurance, 
umpires, baseballs, and fields.

Primary fields being used 
this fall include Mittineague 
in West Springfield and 
Beachgrounds Park in South 
Hadley, with a third field be-
ing finalized this week.

Players potentially inter-
ested in participating in the 
league this year, don’t wait to 

sign-up.
Go to www.quabbinvalley-

baseball.org and click on the 
registration page. If you have 
more questions, you can con-
tact the league’s co-coordi-
nators at gscibelli22@yahoo.
com or ikhandfield@gmail.
com

The Quabbin Valley Base-
ball League is an over-28 
baseball league playing games 
during the spring and summer 
in Western Massachusetts. 
The league recently expanded 

to offer an over-28 fall league 
to allow players in the age 
range to face like competition 
during the fall months. There 
were four teams last year, and 
the league is expanding due 
to higher interest in its second 
year.

The tradition of fall league 
is to play with wood bats only. 
The league has nine-inning 
games and participants are 
guaranteed time in the field 
for at least four innings. 

NATIVE AMERICAN   I  FROM PAGE 1
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Jarvis gets first Modifies win at Great Place Race
WINCHESTER, N.H. 

- Add Joey Jarvis to the 
long list of first-time Mod-
ified feature winners at the 
Great Race Place. The sec-
ond-generation hot shoe 
held off the best in the busi-
ness to win the Aug. 23 604 
Modified main event at Mo-
nadnock Speedway.

Super Street ace Dylan 
Zullo, also a generation star, 
moved closer to his first di-
visional championship by 
topping his Saturday night 
feature, and Super Modified 
blaster George Helliwell 
won his second SMAC 350 
main event of the summer 
here on Back To School 

Night on the high banks.
Cameron Sontag won the 

Mini Stock feature, Gordon 
Farnum scored his third win 
of the summer in the Pure 
Stocks, and up-and-coming 
teen speedster Sofia Rego 
won for the first time in the 
Young Guns on Saturday.

Jarvis, no stranger to 
victory lane but still seek-
ing his first Modified win at 
Monadnock entering Satur-
day’s 40-lap feature, comes 
from a storied pedigree 
of Green Mountain State 
racers. Following in the 
footsteps of dad Peter, and 
uncles Dwight and Victor, 
he led all the way Saturday 
to score the win with Brian 
Robie glued to his bumper.

To earn the win, he held 
off the all-out challenges 
of previous 2025 All States 

Material Group Modified 
winners Brousseau, Leclerc, 
Patnode and then Robie. 
Trying the top groove lap 
after lap, the speedway’s 
top points man had to settle 
for second, inches behind 
the first-time winner. Pat-
node’s big night aboard his 
Swanzey Oil ride brought 
him home third.

SMAC’s Helliwell, set-
ting a Monadnock lap re-
cord for 350 Super Mods 
at a mind-bending 11.348 
seconds, started the night’s 
50-lap main event up front 
and rocketed off to win by a 
country mile.

“I hate to lose, and I’ve 
done a lot of it,” Helliwell 
quipped in victory lane. 
At Monadnock Speedway, 
though, all he’s done is win. 
Along with his Saturday 
speed record, he was perfect 
at two-for-two this summer 
on the high banks. Matt 
Seavey kept him in sight to 
finish second Saturday, and 
Matt Riley was third.

Erik Smith led early in 
the Twin State Truck Ser-
vices Super Street feature 
but top gun Dylan Zullo, 
who’d settled for second a 
week earlier, wanted more. 
Charging to the front from 
the top groove on lap five, 
Zullo took the lead and 
quickly sped off into the 
night to solidify his spot 
atop the points parade.

Chris Riendeau, victo-
rious seven days before, 
worked his way through the 
strong field to claim second 
on lap 24 but, by then, Zu-
llo was far ahead. Smith 
finished his impressive per-
formance in third, with JD 
Stockwell and Hillary Re-
naud completing the potent 
top five. After a post race 
inspection, Reindeau was 
disqualified for an upper 
control arm infraction plac-
ing Zilinski into fifth.

Kevin Clayton, and then 
Dick Lamotte, both set a 
fast pace early in the Fabi-
an Fuels Mini Stock feature 
but Cameron Sontag took 
charge on lap 13 and never 
looked back en route to the 
top prize in the high speed 
rear-wheel versus front-
wheel-drive battle for the 
win.

With Sontag making 
Saturday’s night’s win look 
easy, Owen Zilinski blast-
ed into second on the final 
lap to edge Louie Maher 
for the runner-up hardware. 
Timmy Paquette was fourth 
on the night, and Kevin 
Clayton - he the division’s 
champ a quarter century 
ago - came home fifth.

Saturday night’s win 
moved Sontag up to second 
in the 2025 points chase, 
now only four markers be-
hind John Fultz, who fin-
ished pitside for 14th on the 

night.
Markus O’Neil was first 

to the front in the Brattle-
boro Towing and Recovery 
Pure Stock feature, but Kyle 
Kenny - victorious with 
ease the night before at Cla-
remont - was shooting for a 
weekend sweep, And, back 
in row four, Gordon Far-
num had plans of his own.

Kenny took the lead on 
lap five, bringing Dominick 
Stafford with him, and Far-
num seized third the next 
time around. Diving under 
a turn-four lapper on the 
21st go-round, Farnum was 
back where he’d finished 
a week earlier, at the front 
and off to his appointed 
stop in victory lane.

With Kenny and Stafford 
both rock solid to complete 
the top three, 2024 high 
banks champ Andrea St. 
Amour rebounded from 
two in-race brush-ups to 
come home fourth, and 
Chris Chambers was fifth.

Sofia Rego, who wrecked 
a month ago in a Doug’s 
Auto Body Young Guns 
event, is getting used to her 
new ride. In fact, she has it 
fully figured out. Saturday, 
the teen pilot swept both 
her heat and feature races to 
score her first win. Previous 
2025 winners Maya Bell and 
Hunter Duquette were sec-
ond and third,

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

W I L B R A H A M —
There were many different 
sports camps held through-
out Western Massachusetts 
this summer.

The last one was called 
the Summer Sendoff Base-
ball Camp, which took 
place on the baseball fields 
at Spec Pond in Wilbra-
ham during the third week 
of August and featured 
players from all over the re-
gion. The camp director is 
Dustin Brisson, who played 
Minor League Baseball for 
the Boston Red Sox. 

“This is our second year 
holding the baseball camp 
and it has been absolutely 
incredible,” Brisson said. 
“All of the kids have been 
great. They understand 
that this isn’t just a normal 
day camp, it’s a skills camp. 
They’re learning different 
things about baseball every 
day.”

Brisson, who was born 
in Florida, played college 
baseball at the University 
of Central Florida from 
1997-2000. He was drafted 
by the New York Mets and 
the Miami Marlins before 
signing with the Red Sox. 

He advanced to Double 
A before his professional 
baseball career came to an 
end due to an injury.  

“I was blessed to have 
the opportunity to play 
professional baseball,” said 
Brisson, who also owns 
Forge Athletics. “I’m doing 
what I can to give back.” 

During one of his col-
lege baseball games in Or-
lando, Brisson hit a long 
flyball down the right field 
line. The base umpire was 
Don LaValley, who’s from 
Chicopee. LaValley ruled 
that the ball was foul, but it 
was a home run. LaValley 
told the campers that story 
at this year’s camp. 

“I’ve known Don since 
I was playing college base-
ball,” Brisson said. “We’re 
good friends now.”

About 45 youth baseball 
players between the ages of 

7-15 from Wilbraham and 
the surrounding communi-
ties attended the baseball 
camp. The campers were 
split up into groups de-
pending on their age.

“Once we know how 
many kids will be coming 
to the camp, we like to put 
them in groups depending 
on their age,” Brisson said. 
“We just want to make 
sure that the kids are in 
the appropriate skill level. 
It’s hard to put eighth or 
ninth graders with third or 
fourth graders. I want them 
to have fun and learn some 
new things at the same 
time. They’re learning for 
some of the best coaches in 
the area.” 

A couple of the camp 
instructors were Chade 
Shade, who was the first-
year head coach of the 
Springfield College base-
ball team, Dan Gomez, 
who’s the head baseball 
coach at Western New 
England University, and 
Terry Doyle, who coaches 
baseball at New England 
College which is in Henni-
ker, NH.

Minnechaug Region-
al varsity baseball coach 
Mike Netkovick also 
worked at this year’s camp. 

“This is an outstanding 
baseball camp for the kids,” 

Netkovick said. “Dustin is 
a great guy, and he has an 
outstanding baseball re-
sume. I’m glad that I was 
able to help at this year’s 
camp. I never attended a 
camp like this one when I 
was a kid.”

Ray Fagnant, who grew 
up in Chicopee and is the 
Boston Red Sox Northeast 
Regional Scouting Super-
visor, also helped at the 
camp.

A few of the different 
stations were hitting, field-
ing, and throwing.

One of the older camp-

ers was Nolan Witek, who’s 
from Wilbraham.

“This baseball camp is 
a lot of fun,” said Witek, 
who’s a sixth grader. “This 
camp will prepare me for 
my baseball tryouts for the 
Wilbraham Falcons in a 
couple of weeks. Baseball 
is my favorite sport.”

Brisson was also aided 
at the camp by his wife, 
Kasey.

“My wife is the back-
bone of the organization,” 
Brisson said. “She keeps 
everything in order. I ap-
preciate all the support 

from many different people 
that I’ve received running 
this camp.” 

Brisson and his staff are 

already looking forward to 
holding the baseball camp 
again next summer. 

Former minor league brings regional camp back

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Alex Nunlist takes a swing.

Eli Olbrych frames up a pitch.

Luke LaChappelle eyes the ball as he swings.

Rick Colon practices his technique behind the plate.

Sam Lacasse works on his pitching.

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS
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- community -

“At this point, I was 
working to make sure that 
building’s staying in com-
pliance, look at various op-
tions for the select board to 
reutilize the building,” he 
said. 

Lamontagne said in his 
previous role in Templeton, 
he was responsible for put-
ting the former Baldwinville 
Elementary School out to 
bid, which he did twice. The 
building sold for $400,000 
and is now back on the 
town’s tax roll.

“We were very successful 
getting MPC Development 
after the bidding process…

the select board awarded it 
to them,” he said. “It’s a $30 
million investment in the 
community over there…I’m 
really proud of that proj-
ect.”

Lamontagne said he also 
worked to secure Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant funding to redo all of 
the roads in that area.

“That project I was very 
proud to accomplish…
with all of the town de-
partments. They worked 
collaboratively with me,” 
Lamontagne said. “I’m a 
very project-oriented town 
administrator.”

He said the reason he 
wants to work for North 
Brookfield is to “expand 

his horizons.” He said he 
learned a lot about the town 
during his interview process 
with the search committee.

“I think you have estab-
lished a good thing here,” he 
said. “I want to just be able 
to take that and take the 
next step.”

These next steps include 
looking at the best way to 
provide education for the 
town’s students. 

“I think that you have a 
good team, and I can make 
positive improvements 
here for the town of North 
Brookfield,” Lamontagne 
said. 

Lamontagne said he 
believes the key issues the 
town is facing includes the 

school district and the pos-
sibility of regionalizing with 
another school district. 

“I think that is the chal-
lenge not just here, but 
across the commonwealth,” 
he said. 

Lamontagne said he 
would like to be able to con-
tinue in his position in Phil-
lipston in addition to being 
the Town Administrator in 
North Brookfield. He said 
his schedule would com-
mit Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday to North Brook-
field and Wednesday and 
Friday to Phillipston. 

“I believe I can make it 
work,” he said. “I’m up for 
that challenge.”

CANDIDATE
  FROM PAGE 1

She said the Select Board 
could also vote to adopt a 
Small Commercial Exemp-
tion for qualified businesses. 
She said there are about 41 
of the town’s 162 businesses 
that meet the criteria to ben-
efit from such an exemption.

“It’s the owner of the 
property, not the businesses 
on the site, that receives the 
tax benefit,” she said.

The Board of Assessors 
recommended the Select 
Board vote to adopt a sin-
gle tax rate without a Resi-
dential Exemption or Small 
Commercial Exemption.

The Select Board voted to 
retain a single tax rate with-
out exemptions.

Project management at 
landfill

Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm said the town 
received a proposal from EA 
Engineering, Science and 
Technology Inc. to provide 
project management for the 
town’s landfill in the amount 
of $48,365.

“This is a grading project 
on the landfill that had been 
voted at town meeting,” she 
said. “Regardless of when 
we move to close the land-
fill…this is work that would 
have to be done anyway.” 

Grimm said this is a nor-
mal requirement of landfills 
and will address the slope of 
the landfill and prevent run-
off.

The Select Board voted to 
accept the proposal. 

TAX RATE
  FROM PAGE 1

Rep. Berthiaume staff 
announces office hours

State Rep. Donnie Ber-
thiaume and Chief of Staff, 
Donna, invite constituents 
and town officials to meet 
them to express any concerns, 
ideas or issues that they may 
need assistance with.  

People may call Donna at 
774-402-4742 if  they would 
like a private meeting. 

Office hour schedules in-
clude Tuesday, Sept. 9 town 
of West Brookfield, at the 

Senior Center from 11:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m. and town 
of Brookfield at the Town 
Hall, 12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.; 
on Wednesday, Sept. 10 town 
of East Brookfield at the 
Senior Center from 11:15 
a.m.-noon; and on Thurs-
day, Sept. 11 town of New 
Braintree at the Town Hall 
from 10-10:45 a.m.; town of 
North Brookfield Town Hall 
from 11 a.m.-noon.

West Brookfield Farmers 
Market held on Wednesdays

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The West Brookfield Farm-
ers Market has returned on 
the beautiful West Brook-
field Common for its 15th 
consecutive season.

The market is held on 
Wednesdays from 3-6 p.m., 
rain or shine, throughout 
the spring, summer and ear-
ly fall.

The 2025 season the mar-

ket will feature 17 vendors 
with a wide array of locally 
grown and made goods in-
cluding three new vendors 
sure to please the palate.

 The West Brookfield 
Farmers Market is held 
every Wednesday after-
noon from 3-6 p.m. on the 
common starting on June 
4 through Oct. 8, rain or 
shine.  

Thrift Store at Methodist Church 
open on select Saturdays

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Thrift Store of the 
George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church is open 
the first and third Saturdays 
of each month, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. at 33 West Main St. 

Many lovely summer 
wardrobe selections are 
now available for women, 
men and children, as well 
as other seasonal updates to 
inventory.  The Thrift Store 

offers quality used clothing, 
shoes, accessories, house-
hold goods, décor, picture 
frames, children’s toys, 
books and DVDs at bargain 
prices.  

Donations of gently used 
items are appreciated and 
may be arranged by contact-
ing Jane Dolan at 508-867-
5571. Proceeds from sales 
support the church’s minis-
tries and missions.

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, September 6th
7pm-11pm

Pure Country

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 27th

7pm-11pm

Uncle Country

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

Paula Fleming 
pfleming@boston.bbb.org

As the back-to-school 
season approaches, parents 
and students are gearing 
up for the annual shopping 
spree. Whether you pre-
fer in-person shopping or 
browsing online, staying 
informed and prepared can 
make this busy time more 
manageable and cost-effec-
tive. BBB has tips to help 
you navigate back-to-school 
shopping.

What you’ll learn:
Steps to take to prepare 

for back-to-school shop-
ping.

How to maximize sav-
ings from sales and tax-free 
weekends.

The types of sales and 
discounts you may be able 
to leverage.

Before determining what 
students may need for the 
year, set a budget. Planning 
ahead as much as possible 
will help keep expenses to a 
minimum and help everyone 
involved stay on task.

BBB recommends the 
following tips when looking 
for school-related items, ei-
ther in person or online:

In-person shopping
Create a shopping list be-

fore heading to the store. 
This helps you stay focused 
and avoid impulse purchas-
es.

Shop early.  To avoid 
crowds and ensure you get 
the best selection, start your 
shopping early in the sea-
son. 

Compare prices  between 
retailers, save coupons, sign 
up for email alerts, and re-
deem any cash-back or re-
bate offers. This will help 
you get the best deals and 
stay within budget.

Check store policies.  Be 
aware of return policies, es-
pecially for electronics and 
clothing, in case you need to 
make exchanges or returns. 

Research big-ticket items
Read reviews.  Look for 

reviews from credible sourc-
es to understand the pros 
and cons of different mod-
els.

Check specifica-
tions.  When buying new 
equipment, check with 
your child’s school to learn 
about any technical require-
ments and determine if  any 
changes are necessary to the 
home’s high-speed  internet. 
Before purchasing an expen-
sive laptop, tablet, or com-
puter accessory, research the 
brands, warranty, customer 
reviews, and prices at vari-
ous stores to ensure the best 
deal. Also, look up the re-
tailer’s reputation on  BBB.
org.

Look for student dis-
counts.  Many tech com-
panies offer discounts for 
students. Verify eligibility 
and take advantage of these 
savings.

Shop smart with sales 
and tax-free weekends

Plan ahead.  Mark your 
calendar for upcoming 
sales and tax-free weekends. 
These are ideal times to buy 
school supplies, clothing, 

and electronics without pay-
ing sales tax. Check out this 
resource from the Feder-
ation of Tax Administra-
tors  to see what your state 
offers. 

Make a priority list. De-
cide which items are most 
crucial to purchase during 
these sales to maximize your 
savings.

Combine dis-
counts.  Look for oppor-
tunities to combine store 
sales with manufactur-
er rebates or coupons. 
 

Asking for discounts
Don’t hesitate to 

ask. When shopping in per-
son, inquire if  there are any 
available discounts, espe-
cially for bulk purchases or 
floor models.

Leverage loyalty pro-
grams. Sign up for store loy-
alty programs, which can of-
fer exclusive discounts and 
points on purchases.

Use student IDs.  Some 
store discounts are avail-
able to students with either 
a “.edu” email address or a 
student ID.  If you’re a stu-
dent or have a student in 
your family, ask if  there are 
any student discounts avail-
able.

Visit school supply 
drives.  Many communi-
ties and organizations host 
school supply drives where 
you can either donate or re-
ceive supplies. Check with 
local schools, community 
centers, or non-profits. 

Consider buying in bulk
Team up with other par-

ents.  Consider pooling re-
sources with other parents 
to buy supplies (like paper 
towels, tissues, wipes, hand 
sanitizer) in bulk, which can 
be more cost-effective.

Warehouse stores. Check 
out warehouse clubs for 
bulk deals on school sup-
plies and snacks.

Shop wisely and safely 
online

When shopping online, 
be wary of ads that feature 
items that imply that you 
may want or need them 
based on your search his-
tory. Scammers could be 
trying to drive you to a dif-
ferent website. Take note of 
the ad and go to the store’s 
website by directly typing 
into the search bar. Note 
the website’s privacy policy 
and contact  information, 
and always use a credit card 
when purchasing.  

Shop on reputable  web-
sites.  Ensure you are pur-
chasing from well-known 
and  trusted websites.  Look 
for HTTPS in the URL.

Use secure payment 
methods.  Opt for secure 
payment methods like cred-
it cards or payment services 
that offer buyer protection.

By following these tips, 
you can make your back-to-
school shopping experience 
smoother, safer, and more 
economical. Whether you’re 
shopping for essentials 
or splurging on big-ticket 
items, a little planning and 
research can go a long way 
in ensuring you get the best 
value for your money.

BBB Tip: Get ready to go back to school

USPS has hiring event at East 
Brookfield library on Sept. 9

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Join the U.S. Postal Service 
team at the East Brookfield 
Public Library, 122 Connie 
Mack Drive on Tuesday, 
Sept. 9 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
to discuss career opportuni-

ties in your area.
Positions include City 

Carrier Assistant, Rural Car-
rier Associate and Mainte-
nance Mechanic. If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Caryn at 978-962-2371.

Audit highlights need for improvements at 
Massachusetts Gaming Commission

BOSTON —State Audi-
tor Diana DiZoglio’s Office 
released an audit report of 
the Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission, reviewing the 
period from July 1, 2020 
through June 30, 2023.

MGC is the oversight 
agency charged with mon-
itoring gaming establish-

ments in the Common-
wealth. Its mission is to 
create a fair, transparent, 
and participatory process 
for implementing the 2021 
expanded gaming law, which 
was passed to generate new 
revenue for Massachusetts 
and to increase economic 
growth in surrounding com-

munities.
The five-person appoint-

ed body establishes over-
sight and management of 
the licensing and regulatory 
processes for two casinos, 
MGM Springfield and En-
core Boston Harbor and the 
statewide slots parlor, Plain-
ridge Park Casino, through 

a series of regulations. Ad-
ditionally, MGC is tasked 
with creating and oversee-
ing the regulatory frame-
work of the Common-
wealth’s sports wagering 
industry, which includes 13 
sports wagering operators 

See AUDIT  PAGE 10
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Full-Time Police Officer
The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position of full time 
Police Officer. Applicants do not have to be academy trained, but academy trained are 
preferred. Must be willing to work weekends, nights and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency calls for 
Police, Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants currently possess 
valid certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal, 
verbal, and written communication skills. Preferences include an associate degree or 
higher in criminal justice, serve in the US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a candidate with prior 
experience may also be considered to start at a higher step of pay.

Resumes and cover letters will be accepted until position is fill to the attention of Lt. 
Kyle Whitcomb, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or Whitcomb@warren-ma.gov. 

The Town of Warren is an EOE.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

East Brookfield Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

1-9 the East Brookfield Po-
lice Department responded to 
160 building/property checks, 
78 directed area patrols, nine 
traffic controls, 16 radar as-
signments, 14 emergency 911 
calls, four citizen assists, two 
assist other agencies, three 
investigations, one safety 
hazard, two harassments, 
one vandalism, one burglary, 
one property damage, three 
complaints, two motor vehi-
cle accidents, seven animal 
calls and 62 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Friday, Aug. 1
11:54 a.m. 911 Com-

plaint/Motor Vehicle Opera-
tions, Services Rendered

12 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, East Main Street, 
Services Rendered

12:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

7:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Saturday, Aug. 2
4:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

6:22 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
East Main Street, Spoken To

7:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:26 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

9:23 p.m. 911 Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Route 49, Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency

9:24 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

9:41 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

9:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

10:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Sunday, Aug. 3
7:19 a.m. 911 Investiga-

tion, East Main Street, Ser-
vices Rendered

9:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

12:37 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Rice Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Monday, Aug. 4
4:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

1:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

2:03 p.m. 911 Park-
ing Complaint, East Main 
Street, Services Rendered

6:42 p.m. Investigation, 
Maple Street, Investigated

8:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

Tuesday, Aug. 5
5:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:20 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

11:36 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Podunk Road, Removed 
Hazard

12:42 p.m. Radar, East 
Main Street, Citation Issued

1:07 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

4:52 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Dis-
patch Handled

5:33 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Howe Street, 
Transported to Hospital

6:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Mechanic Street, Cita-
tion Issued

6:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:22 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Drake Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

8:32 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Faith Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

Wednesday, Aug. 6
8:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, East Main Street, Ve-
hicle Towed

1:27 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

1:32 p.m. Radar, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

1:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:55 p.m. Harassment, 
North Brookfield Road, Of-
ficer Handled

2:01 p.m. Vandalism, Un-
known Location, Report 
Taken

2:24 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, East Main Street, 
Dispatch Handled

3:48 p.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, West Main 
Street, Services Rendered

7:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Paule Circle, Officer Handled

9:15 p.m. Traffic Control, 
East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

9:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-

tion Issued
9:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

Thursday, Aug. 7
8:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:47 a.m. 911 Burglary, 
Harrington Street, Spoken 
To

11:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

3:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

3:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

4:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

4:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

4:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

5:16 p.m. Harassment, 
North Brookfield Road, Of-
ficer Handled

6:28 p.m. Traffic Control, 
East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

6:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-

tion Issued
7:19 p.m. 911 Property 

Damage, Rice Road, Officer 
Handled

8:11 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, West Stur-
bridge Road, Officer Han-
dled

8:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

10:52 p.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Sout Pond 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

Friday, Aug. 8
1:15 p.m. Hazardous In-

cident, East Main Street, 
Transferred Call to C3

6:26 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Spoken 
To

8:24 p.m. Investigation, 
Connie Mack Drive, Officer 
Handled

Saturday, Aug. 9
7:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, West Main Street, 
Report Taken

10:20 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

11:45 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Spoken 
To

5:11 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, North Brook-
field Road, Transported to 
Hospital

- public notices -
CHILD FIND

QUABOAG REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (IDEA) and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, require districts to 
annually attempt to identify and 
locate every qualified (individual 
with a disability) attending the 
Quaboag Regional School Dis-
trict.  If you suspect your child 
or a child in your care may have 
a disability or physical or men-
tal impairment and is in need of 
an evaluation, please contact the 
Director of Student Support Ser-
vices at 413-420-1994. 
09/05/2025

Town of North Brookfield
Notice of Surplus Auction:
The Town of North Brookfield 

will be holding an online auction 
hosted by GovDeals starting on 
September 15, 2025 and ending 
on September 29, 2025. Items 
will be available to bid on starting 
at 8 AM. Live Auction will end at 
8 PM with 5-minute staggering 
end times between auction items. 
Final bids must be submitted be-
fore that deadline. This Auction 
will be hosted ONLINE ONLY!! 
Potential bidders can access the 
auction using this link https://
www.govdeals.com/northbrook-
field. Some of the items available 
items are a 1947 Buffalo Engine, 

a 1996 Pump Truck, two Ford 
Crown Victorias, 1995 Interna-
tional with sander, 76 lengths of 
fire hose, and more.  The Town of 
North Brookfield follows MGL 
30B for disposition of Surplus. 
08/29, 09/05/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

want to share your granola, 
keep your distance. Rabies 
is also more common with a 
cat bite.

Though rabies cases in 
the U.S. are extremely rare, 
if  you are bitten, you need 
immediate treatment.

 Report animal bites
You should contact an-

imal control or your local 
police if  you are bitten by 
an animal that behaves in 
an odd way; an unknown 
pet or one that’s unvacci-
nated; or a stray or wild an-
imal. In Massachusetts, any 
non-domestic animal biting 
or scratching a human must 
reported to  Department of 
Public Health Epidemiology 
at 617-983-6800.

 How to avoid animal bites
These tips seem like com-

mon sense, but they bear 
repeating, especially where 
children are concerned:

  ·   Don’t scream or run 
near an animal.

·  Avoid eye contact
· Don’t have food out 

when a strange animal is 
nearby.

·  Stand very still with 
your hands at your sides.

·  Don’t pet or catch a 
wild animal.

· Never bother an animal 
while it’s eating.

· Never tease or chase an 
animal or pull its ears, tail or 
paws.

·   Once the animal loses 
interest, slowly back away 
until you no longer see it.

· Walk away if  an animal 
is growling. Don’t run.

· If  attacked, give the an-
imal your jacket, book bag 
or anything you can put be-
tween you and it.

·     If  you fall down, curl 

into a ball with your hands 
over your ears and don’t 
move. Try not to scream and 
roll around.

 We love our companion 
animals, but keep this in 
mind: They are still just that 
– animals that may behave 
unpredictably.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient ad-
vocate, is the founder of 
Northshore Patient Advo-
cates LLC (NShore).  She 
is also founder and CEO of 
Nurse Advocate Entrepre-
neur, which trains medical 
professionals to become suc-
cessful private patient advo-
cates. Teri offers a free phone 
consultation to newspaper 
readers as well as to nurses 
interested in becoming advo-
cates.   Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.

YOUR HEALTH
  FROM PAGE 4

licensed to conduct online 
and in-person sports gam-
bling within Massachusetts.

Among the audit’s find-
ings is that MGC failed to 
monitor sports betting ad-
vertisements before public 
release, violating state reg-
ulations. Seventeen adver-
tisements lacked required 
responsible gambling in-
formation, including an 
omission of the Massachu-
setts Problem Gambling 
Helpline. These failures risk 
exacerbating gambling ad-
diction and exposing youth 
to harmful promotional 
materials.

The audit also found 
that GameSense agents, 
who are tasked with sup-
porting individuals affect-
ed by gambling addiction, 
were not fully trained as 
mandated. Without prop-
er training, these agents 
are ill-equipped to help in-
dividuals struggling with 
gambling addiction. This 
undermines the very sup-
port systems designed to 
mitigate gambling-related 
harm.

Moreover, the audit 

found that MGC has no 
accountability process for 
reviewing and entering into 
employee settlement agree-
ments, which could con-
ceal workplace misconduct. 
Without transparency, pub-
lic funds may be used to si-
lence victims while shielding 
wrongdoers, risking erosion 
of public trust.

Finally, during the au-
dit, the State Auditor’s Of-
fice learned that two class 
action lawsuits were filed 
against Massachusetts gam-
ing establishments. These 
lawsuits are believed to have 
arisen from discrepancies 
between the Massachusetts 
General Laws, specifical-
ly Section 29 of Chapter 
23K, and Code of Massa-
chusetts Regulations, 205 
CMR 138.13(4), regarding 
the monthly win/loss state-
ments that should be sent to 
reward cardholders.

Reward cardholders 
were not provided with 
clear and detailed month-
ly statements that outlined 
their wins and losses. This 
means that cardholders 
were deprived of informa-
tion that was essential for 
making informed decisions 
about their gaming habits 

and practicing responsible 
gaming.

By not meeting these re-
quirements, gaming estab-
lishments may enhance their 
profitability at the expense 
of their patrons’ well-being. 
Moreover, MGC stands 
to gain financially, as it re-
ceives a portion of the rev-
enue generated by these ca-
sinos. This situation raises 
concerns not only about the 
implications of prioritizing 
profit over player welfare 
but also about the effective-
ness of regulatory oversight 
in promoting safe gaming 
practices, especially when 
that regulatory oversight 
appears inconsistent with 
the General Laws.

“The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission has 
a responsibility to follow 
the law and provide ade-
quate oversight, especially 
pertaining to gambling ad-
diction issues,” said DiZo-
glio in a press release. “Our 
findings reveal regulatory 
breakdowns that we en-
courage the Commission 
to continue addressing over 
the course of the next six 
months, at which time we 
will conduct our post-audit 
review.”

AUDIT
  FROM PAGE 9
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
SEPTEMBER 5-6-7. 24 Pine View 
Street, Palmer 01069. Fri. 5pm - dusk; 
Saturday 9am-dusk; Sunday 10-3. 
Quaboag mobile home park.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
 STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING &
 COOLING LLC.

 Now is the time to get your AC, Heating & 
Water Heater cleanings before the winter. 
413-275-4408

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994 

COUNSELING
LIFE COACH BELLE

LIFECOACHBELLE@YAHOO.COM
413-330-4013

Helping you bring structure 
and meaning to your life.

GMC AND CORVETTE NOS PARTS 
and repair items, collection of metal signs, 
car books, repair manuals and literature. 
All at very good prices. Call for information 
413-531-6835.

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of 
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal, 
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry, 
and grounds keeping.  Must be available 
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver’s 
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required.  Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full 
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority

88 Stony Hill Rd., 
Wilbraham, Ma 01095

Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September 
19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light 
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space 
available. Large yard/outdoor parking 
available. Location: 1317 Federal St., 
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

TUNE-UPS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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- community -

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering Available 

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Trivia Night
Monday, June 16

See Website for More Information

Function 
Space 

 Available

Pyramid scheme masquerading as scooter investment
The Better Business Bu-

reau is warning investors 
about Lightning Shared 
Scooter Company LLC, a 
business claiming a North 
Texas address that appears 
to be operating as a pyra-
mid scheme.

LSSC currently holds 
an “F” rating with BBB for 
failing to respond to com-
plaints and for operating 

without the required compe-
tency license from the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission. In July, BBB 
saw a sharp increase in con-
sumer complaints and BBB 
Scam Tracker reports, trig-
gering an investigation. 

Investors were given 
what appeared to be an 
SEC certificate. However, 
the document was riddled 

with typos, grammatical 
errors, and a fabricated cer-
tificate number. The com-
pany advertises itself  as 
the “leading shared scooter 
company,” encouraging in-
vestors to lease scooters at 
varying investment levels, 
with promises of daily re-
turns.  

BBB Scam Tracker re-
ports describe losses rang-

ing from $1,000 to $55,000, 
matching the so-called “in-
vestment levels.” 

Like many pyramid 
schemes, investors are re-
cruited by friends or family 
and encouraged to bring in 
new members. Bonuses are 
promised based on the in-
vestments of those recruits. 
Investors report being re-
quired to pay in crypto-

currency, a common tactic 
in fraudulent investment 
schemes. 

Scam reports connected 
to LSSC have come in from 
20 states and three Canadi-
an provinces as of Aug. 22, 
with many concentrated in 
California and Florida.  

BBB has a long history 
of exposing such scams. In 
recent years, BBB investi-

gated another North Texas 
operation, Blessings In No 
Time (BINT Operations 
LLC), which lured investors 
with a so-called “blessing 
loom.” 

If you’ve been ap-
proached by Lightning 
Shared Scooter Company 
LLC or a similar invest-
ment, file a report with BBB 
Scam Tracker.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

LABOR DAY SALE STILL GOING ON!!!
DON’T BUY TIL’ YOU SEE US!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$689,900  

21-22 Beach Drive
West Brookfield, MA

Lakefront living at 
it’s  best on fully 

recreational
Lake Wickaboag!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

HONEYCRISP & PEACHES HONEYCRISP & PEACHES 
NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

2026 Collette Vacations 
- Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

SAVE
UP TO
33%

$1899

NAPA® Premium 
Performance
Conventional Motor Oil
10W30, 10W40, 5W20, 5W30

/5 qt.

$399
/qt.

30W, 10W30, 10W40, 
20W50, 5W20, 5W30

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

www.turley.com  •  413.283.8393
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