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St. John’s Bell dedicated at its original home
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– Many residents gathered 
on the sidewalk of Connie 
Mack Drive to witness the 

dedication of the St. John’s 
Church Bell, which was in-
stalled on the original prop-
erty of the church. 

The dedication began 
with an announcement 
from Amanda Lambert of 
the East Brookfield Histor-

ical Commission. 
Lambert shared the 

history behind the bell’s 
journey throughout East 
Brookfield and how it made 
its way back to its original 
home. The bell originally 
came from a train and was 

placed at the schoolhouse 
that was built on the site 
back in 1849. 

In 1891, the schoolhouse 
building was sold and trans-
formed into the St. John’s 

Les Silliman rang the bell from St. John’s Church, which was dedicated this past week at its original location. 	 TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Let’s Get Local

Inaugural Kids 
Market held 
on common

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
inaugural Kids Market took 
place this past Sunday on 
common during the Stur-
bridge Farmer’s Market.

The town and the Rec-
reation Department intro-

duced the first Kids Market, 
which featured 10 vendors. 
This program was open to 
children in grades three-
eight.

These young entrepre-
neurs got to interact with 
customers, learn basic busi-

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Riley of The Painted Raven shared some of her nature art during 
the Kids Market. 

Annual event 
showcases the 
best of the region

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Brookfield Or-
chards hosted its 7th Let’s 
Get Local event on Aug. 29, 
with a vendor’s market, lo-
cal food and beverages and 
live music by The East Hill 
Band.

There were over 20 ven-
dors, as well as wagon rides, 
face painting, corn hole 
games and much more. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY CAMREN ROBERTSON
Lori LeBlanc offered gourmet 
sauces and jams See more 
photos on page 12.

Select Board approves plans for 
Chase Road and Stoddard Court
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Board of 
Selectmen approved anoth-
er paving project last week 
following the approval of 
more paving on North 
Main Street and Gilbert 
Street earlier this month. 

This project will improve 
both Chase Road and Stod-
dard Court, and will cost a 
total of $78,025 from 2026 
Chapter 90 funds. 

The project was present-
ed on the town website to 

give residents an opportu-
nity to comment, and there 
were no inquiries or phone 
calls, according to Execu-
tive Assistant Mary Beth 
Kularski. 

The cost of Chase Road 
is $55,885 and Stoddard 
Court will cost $18,424, 
and there is a 5% overage 
added on to the end. 

The Highway Depart-
ment will send letters to 
residents when work begins 
so they have a chance to 
move their cars. The work 
is being done by Mass Bro-
kenstone.

The board gave updates 

on other paving projects 
including Hillside Ave-
nue and Bradshaw Street, 
with Chair Jamie Gilman 
saying they have put rocks 
between the sidewalks and 
streets because of apron 
concerns, and there will be 
no loam or grass because 
it would be cut up in the 
winter. 

Gilman said bids closed 
for a sidewalk improve-
ment on School Street and 
they are awaiting the lowest 
bidder. 

See ST. JOHN’S BELL
PAGE 5

See KIDS MARKET
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Select Board discusses highway items
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Select Board met last 
Wednesday where they dis-
cussed various Highway 
Department related items 
including staffing and road 
repairs. 

The department is cur-
rently without a highway 
superintendent and there is 
limited full-time staff on the 
department as of Aug. 26, 
and the board implemented 
a highway search committee 
to seek out all positions for 
the department. 

Bruce Clark, Herb Chaf-
fee, the acting town adminis-
trator, Police Chief Michael 
Blanchard and Richard 
Mundell were appointed to 
serve.

Catch basins
Select Board member 

Beth Coughlin said since the 
town is in the beginning stag-
es of getting new highway 
staff, it could be beneficial to 

contract out to address the 
cleaning, mapping and GPS 
location of catch basins in 
Brookfield. 

She said they have not 
been cleaned in a while, and 
there is not a true map, so 
it could lead to problems if  
there is a rainy spring next 
year. 

According to member 
Richard Chaffee, there was 
some catch basin work done 
last year and the year prior 
using equipment from East 
Brookfield, and he said a 
member of that town would 
be willing to help with map-
ping. 

Chaffee said he’d reach 
out to East Brookfield. He 
also said it might be less of 
a problem in certain areas 
where the town is using less 
sand in the winters. 

Water Commissioner 
Don Taft said the town may 
already have a mapping con-
tract. 

Gay Road
The board discussed the 

closing portions of the Gay 

Road project, which is ap-
plying a top coat from the 
electrical wires to the town 
line. Chaffee said that he met 
with Mass Brokenstone, who 
the town has under contract 
as the lowest bidder for pav-
ing contracts. 

According to Chaffee, 
there is a quote, and the 
town has to ratify and vote 
on it. 

Coughlin said that project 
is eligible under Chapter 90, 
but it requires paperwork, 
which Chaffee said the per-
son from East Brookfield 
would help with. Coughlin 
also suggested getting the 
edges of the road painted be-
cause people are losing track 
of where the road ends on 
either side.

Highway fleet
The board discussed the 

condition of the highway 
trucks, including four heav-
ies and two one-ton trucks. 

Chaffee said he is in con-
tact with Hilltop Repair, 
who have offered to do work 
on vehicles. 

He said the first step that 
needs repair is the chains on 
spreaders. He said that the 
repair shop could come on 

site to look at the equipment 
and give some estimates, 
as Coughlin and Robinson 
pointed out depending on 
the price, the town may have 
to go into procurement. 

Robinson also said they 
did work on a town truck 
last fiscal year and sent an 
invoice without a date of ser-
vice, so the accountant will 
not process that payment un-
til the date is provided. Chaf-
fee said he would reach out.

Water operations
The board approved a 

bid package for water oper-
ations. 

Taft said the Water Com-
missioners ran it by Robin-
son, and it was also reviewed 
by counsel. It is the same 
contract as the company the 
town is using currently for 
water operations. 

Administrative
The board accepted the 

meeting minutes of April 8 
and May 5, and acknowl-
edged the Police Depart-
ment’s monthly report from 
July. 

Kate Simpson was ap-
pointed as an election work-
er as well. 

Community TV is live in 
West Brookfield

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – After many 
years, WBCTV is broad-
casting again.  

Announcing Jacob 
Conway as the Station 
Coordinator, the Cable 
Advisory Committee and 
the Select Board are hap-
py to welcome Conway 
into the important role. 

Coming on board just 
a few months ago from 
graduating from Keene 
State, Conway brings for-
ward his studies and field 
training to fruition here 
in West Brookfield. He 
brings with him some job 
experiences from Rutland, 
Spencer and Brookfield, 
and under the tutelage of 
CAC member Ryan Shep-
ard, he is coming into his 
own.

Channel 191 is now 
offering a live bulletin 
board of  town events 
and activities, live and 
recorded broadcasts of 
Select Board and Adviso-
ry Committee meetings, 
Historical Commission 
archive videos, as well as 
services from The First 
Congregational Church.  

Live streaming is also 
available for internet us-
ers as well as recordings 
available on the town’s 
YouTube feed.

WBCTV could use 
more help.  There are 
openings for paid on-call 
video staff  to assist in ful-
filling scheduled needs for 
routine meetings of  town 
government meetings.  

Interested individuals 
would be trained in the 
use of  studio and meet-
ing room equipment that 
would need to be mon-
itored for such meet-
ings in situations where 
scheduling conflicts arose. 
There are no specific re-
quirements, but experi-
ence and/or interest in 
videography and camera 
switching in live meetings 
is a must.  Local residen-
cy, reliable transportation 
and availability on short 
notice are necessary.  

Funding for the posi-
tions comes from PEG 
funds provided by fran-
chise fees from the local 
cable provider. Email: 
WBCTV@wbrookfield.
com.

The Cable Advi-
sory Committee is a 
three-member, volunteer 
town committee charged 
with maintaining a cur-
rent licensing contract 
with Spectrum and super-
vising the operations of 
the West Brookfield Com-
munity TV Station and 
Studio.  

The committee is cur-
rently seeking to fill an 
opening, and anyone in-
terested may respond to 
WBCTV@wbrookfield.
com or visit town of  West 
Brookfield, wbrookfield.
com.  

Meetings are typical-
ly on weekday evenings, 
about once a month, 
and are conducted in the 
third-floor studio.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

BROOKFIELD – The 
Quaboag Quacumquasit 
Lake Association will hold 
its 14th Annual Paddle Pok-
er Run on Saturday, Sept. 
12, at the Lake Quaboag 
(North Pond) boat ramp on 
Quaboag Street. 

Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m., with paddling 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
registration fee is $20 per 
hand. 

Participants may play 
more than one hand, and 
more than one person may 
play from the same water-
craft, with each participant 
registering and playing a 
separate hand. The event 
will be held rain or shine.

 “Most folks know about 
poker runs. Usually done 
on motorcycles, they in-
volve cruising to various 
points on a map and pick-
ing up a poker card at sta-
tions along the route. The 
best hands win prizes,” said 
event chair Randy Weiss. 
“We do the same thing, only 
we do it in kayaks, canoes, 
rowboats, paddleboards – 
any watercraft powered by 

one or more persons with a 
paddle.”

After registering and 
signing a release form, 
paddlers will receive event 

information, including 
the rules, player sheet and 
course map. 

Participants paddle the 
3.5-mile course and vis-

it four designated stops, 
which may be completed 
in any order. At each stop, 
they receive a playing card.

Upon returning to the 

North Pond boat ramp, 
paddlers receive a fifth card 
to complete their poker 
hand. Players who want 
to improve their hand may 
purchase up to two replace-
ment cards for $5 each. 

Winning hands will be 
announced after the last 
registered player returns to 
the North Pond boat ramp 
and all hands have been 
ranked.

A $250 cash grand prize 
will be awarded for the best 
poker hand, with more than 
$600 in additional prizes 
donated by area businesses. 

“With these odds, we 
expect nearly one in three 
participants to win a prize,” 
said Weiss. “In addition, 
every paddler will receive 
a buy-one-get-one-free ice 
cream coupon from The 
Clam Box Restaurant in 
East Brookfield.”

A special prize of 
four Worcester Red Sox 
(WooSox) tickets for a game 
of the winner’s choice will 
also be awarded to the par-
ticipant with the worst pok-
er hand.

Prizes have been donated 
by area merchants includ-
ing 308 Lakeside Restau-
rant, A-1 Parts, Inc., Bogey 
Lanes, Central Package 
Store, The Clam Box, Howe 
Lumber, Ken’s Pit Stop at 
Country Corner, Klem’s, 
Oakholm Brewing Com-
pany, Parsons Auto, Teddy 
G’s Pub & Grille, TipTop 
Country Store, Tree House 
Brewing Company, Uncle 
Sam’s Pizza and the Worces-
ter Red Sox (WooSox).

Proceeds from the 2026 
Paddle Poker Run benefit 
the Quaboag Quacumqua-
sit Lake Association’s mis-
sion to preserve and protect 
the quality of Quaboag 
and Quacumquasit lakes 
– better known as North 
and South ponds – and 
the surrounding watershed 
through the promotion of 
responsible and effective en-
vironmental policies.

For additional informa-
tion, visit qqla.org, email 
Q Q L a ke A s s o c i at i o n @
gmail.com, or email event 
chair Randy Weiss at Ran-
Wiz@aol.com.

QQLA announces 14th annual Paddle Poker Run on Sept. 12

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Participants at a previous Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association Paddle Poker Run prepared to launch.

Ecumenical Service on the 
West Brookfield common

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congrega-
tional Church of  West 
Brookfield, UCC, and the 
George Whitefield Unit-
ed Methodist Church will 
hold an ecumenical Sun-
day morning worship ser-
vice on the West Brook-
field town common on 

Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10 a.m. 
The public is warmly in-

vited to attend. Extra chairs 
will be available but bring-
ing your own is encouraged. 

Instead of a collection, 
it is asked that items for the 
Sharing Cupboard Food 
Pantry be brought for do-
nation. 

In case of rain, the ser-
vice will be inside the church 
at 36 North Main St.

Please call the Congrega-
tional Church for more in-
formation at 508-867-7078. 
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ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB. BAG ....

$1299
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SALMON FILLETS 
PORTION 2 LB BAG ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT

LATTICE TOP APPLE PIE 5 LB ea
$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
ea

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..............

SALE DATES: 9/3/26-9/9/26 • CLOSED: 9/7/26

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$175
lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ............

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$227
lb

ea

lb
$229

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ................

$267
lb

$999

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
SMOKED POLSKA 
KIELBASA 13 OZ or 14 OZ .......

$222
lb

$379

$369
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE STEAKS

$1099
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$749

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TOP SIRLOIN BEEF
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

$1099
lb

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1750

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........$188

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RAW BREAKFAST
PATTIES 1 LB PAK ...................... lb

$199

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .

ea

HARDWICK – The 
East Quabbin Land Trust  
will celebrate the comple-
tion and formal opening of 
two new all-persons accessi-
ble trails with two public-ac-
cess ribbon-cutting events, 
in Ware and New Braintree, 
on Wednesday, Sept. 16. 

The first event, starting 
at noon, will mark the for-
mal opening of the Gren-
ville Park Connector Trail 
between Grenville Park and 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
Church Street segment in 
Ware. Officials from the 
Town of Ware and represen-
tatives from EQLT will host 
the event. 

“This new accessible trail 
linking Grenville Park with 
the MCRT creates a seam-
less path for Ware residents 
and visitors to enjoy a near-
ly five-mile contiguous na-
ture corridor and all that the 
park and rail trail have to of-
fer,” said Stuart B. Beckley, 
Town Manager for the Town 
of Ware. “We are grateful to 
everyone who helped make 
this possible, including the 
Ware Parks and Highway 
Departments, folks who re-
sponded to EQLT’s call for 
volunteers to help build the 
bridge, and the Edward and 
Barbara Urban Founda-
tion and Mass. Trails Grant 
program, which funded this 
project.”

The ribbon-cutting will 
take place at the Connector 
Trail entrance located adja-
cent to the main park loop 
road at the northeast end of 
the park past the baseball 
field. Due to limited park-

ing, attendees are encour-
aged to park at the primary 
parking lot near the main 
entrance to Grenville Park 
and walk or roll to the trail 
entrance at the other end of 
the park or carpool to the 
smaller parking area near 
the baseball field. 

The second event, start-
ing at 2 p.m., will take place 
at the end of McEvoy Road 
in New Braintree, which 
marks the start of the new-
est segment of the MCRT. 
Representatives of EQLT 
will host the ribbon-cut-
ting celebration, and guests 
and members of the public 
are invited to continue on a 
group walk on this new 1.5-
mile section following the 
ribbon-cutting and welcom-
ing remarks. Parking will be 
marked near the trailhead 
off  of McEvoy Road.

“Rail trails offer safe, 

accessible recreational op-
portunities for public en-
joyment. EQLT is proud to 
have been able to conserve 
this land and create another 
segment of rail trail for the 
benefit of our neighbors and 
visitors to the East Quabbin 
area,” said Cynthia Hen-
shaw, Executive Director 
of the East Quabbin Land 
Trust. “This new section of 
completed rail trail builds on 
the existing 6.5 miles of rail 
trail owned and maintained 
by EQLT, further linking 
our communities and creat-
ing additional opportunities 
for individuals and families 
to experience nature and the 
rural character of Central 
Massachusetts.”

Grenville Park 
Connector Trail

This accessible trail con-
nects Ware’s Grenville Park 

with the Church Street sec-
tion of the MCRT. The 
Connector Trail runs for 
1,500 feet along the Ware 
River and is composed of 
hard-packed stone dust. 

The trail passes through 
hemlock groves and hard-
woods and features stone 
walls, a new bridge crossing, 
and benches.

McEvoy Road – 
Barre Plains Rail Trail
This section of the Mass 

Central Rail Trail is a 1.5-
mile stretch of all-persons 
accessible trail that extends 
from McEvoy Road in New 
Braintree to Station Road in 
Barre Plains. 

This section is composed 
of hard-packed stone dust 
and passes through a mixed 
pine and hardwood forest 
with scenic water views of 
the Ware River. Benches are 

located along the trail. 
The trail is open for pas-

sive recreation, including 
cycling, walking/hiking and 
horseback riding. 

About EQLT
The East Quabbin Land 

Trust fosters a meaningful 
relationship with the nat-
ural world by conserving, 
connecting with, and caring 
for the farmlands, wood-
lands, and waters in the East 
Quabbin region of Massa-
chusetts. EQLT works close-
ly with community members 
to foster vibrant commu-
nities through engagement 
with the outdoors.

EQLT was formed in 
1994 out of concern for the 
loss of farmland and wild-
life habitat in and around 
Hardwick.

Since 1998, EQLT has 

expanded its land protec-
tion efforts to include Barre, 
Petersham, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, Hubbardston, 
Ware and other nearby 
towns. By working coopera-
tively with property owners, 
government agencies, con-
servation groups, and other 
land trust organizations, 
EQLT has been able to pro-
tect over 7,000 acres in the 
region; purchased and leases 
the historic Country Store 
in Petersham, revitalizing 
the heart of the town; and 
has purchased and opened 
eight miles of former rail-
road corridor as part of the 
Mass Central Rail Trail in 
Hardwick, New Braintree, 
Ware and Barre. 

For more information 
about EQLT, visit www.eqlt.
org. 

EQLT to hosts celebrations for new accessible trails on Sept. 16

Steven Hawk is shown on the new bridge at the Connector Trail in 
Grenville Park in Ware.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
A ribbon cutting will be held  to celebrate the new 1.5 mile segment of the Mass Central Rail Trail in New 
Braintree. 

North Brookfield Cultural Council seeks funding proposals
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – The North Brook-
field Cultural Council  has 
set an Oct. 15 deadline for 
organizations, schools and 
individuals to apply for 
grants supporting communi-
ty cultural activities.

According to LCC spokes-
person Nancy Waldron these 
grants can support a variety 
of artistic projects and ac-
tivities in or around North 
Brookfield,  including ex-
hibits, festivals, field trips, 

short-term artist residencies, 
performances in schools, 
workshops and lectures.

The North Brookfield 
Cultural Council is part 
of a network of 329 Local 
Cultural Councils serving 
all 351 cities and towns in 
the Commonwealth. The 
LCC Program is the nation’s 
largest grassroots cultural 
funding network, support-
ing thousands of communi-
ty-based projects in the arts, 
humanities, and sciences ev-

ery year. 
The state legislature 

provides an annual appro-
priation to Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency that 
allocates funds to each com-
munity.

This year, the North 
Brookfield Cultural Council 
will distribute about $7,200 
in grants. 

Previously funded proj-
ects include:  production of 
“Legally Blonde 2”, pro-
grams Birds of Prey, Water-

color Painting at the Haston 
Library; and Hip Hop 
Square Dance at the Senior 
Center.

For local guidelines and 
complete information on the 
North Brookfield Cultur-
al Council, contact Nancy 
Waldron at nancy.rachel@
comcast.net. Application 
forms and more information 
about the Local Cultural 
Council Program are avail-
able online at www.masscul-
turalcouncil.org.

Parish hosts annual chicken 
BBQ and family fair

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – St. Carlo Acutis 
Parish will host its annual 
Chicken BBQ & Family 
Fair Sept. 12-13 at Saint 
Joseph’s Church  296 
North Main  St.

Come join the parish 
for plenty of  fair style food 
on Saturday evening and 
a delicious Chicken BBQ 
dinner served on Sunday 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Tickets for the Chick-
en BBQ are $15 for adults 
and $8 for children age 12 
and under. Chicken BBQ 
tickets can be purchased at 
the parish office.

There will be karaoke 
music on both days. They 
will also have assorted 
raffles including a scratch 
ticket raffle which features 

the grand prize of   a book 
(50) $30 lottery scratch 
tickets, and a bake sale. 

The Family Picnic be-
gins on Saturday, Sept. 
12,  at 5 p.m. on the church 
lawn after the 4 p.m. Mass. 
From 5-7 p.m., there will 
be karaoke music, fair 
style food and raffles.On 
Sunday,  Sept. 13 from 
noon-3 p.m. there will be 
karaoke music, fair style 
food, bake sale and raf-
fles. From 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
the Chicken BBQ will be 
served, either eat in or 
takeout. 

For Chicken BBQ tick-
ets and more information, 
please call the parish office 
Monday through Thurs-
day from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
508-867-6469.  

Library to host story time
NEW BRAINTREE 

– The New Braintree 
Public Library, 45 Memo-
rial Drive, restarts their 
monthly preschool story 
hour on Monday, Sept. 14 
at 11:30 a.m. 

Children enjoy a sto-
ry, craft and independent 
playtime. All are welcome 

and parental supervision is 
required.

The library will host the 
CFCE MOC coordinat-
ed science playgroup on 
Monday, Sept. 28 at 10:30 
a.m.. The target age group 
is 6 and under. All are wel-
come and parental super-
vision is required. 

North Brookfield Senior Center announces upcoming events in September
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – The North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 
located at 29 Forest St., 
will offer the following pro-
grams during the month of 
September.

Activities and events 
include: tech help with 
Alex on Sept. 8 at 10 a.m.; 

SHINE counselor on Sept. 
9 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. by 
appointment; a blood pres-
sure clinic on Sept. 9 from 
11 a.m.-noon; Strength and 
Flexibility on Sept. 14 and 
28 from 10-11 a.m.; Vet-
eran’s Agent on Sept. 16 
from 10-11 a.m.; Accessible 
Home Health info session 

on Sept. 16 at 11 a.m.; Bin-
go night on Sept. 18 from 
6-7:30 p.m. Music Bingo on 
Sept. 21 at 11 a.m.; Green-
dale Friends Retiree Chorus 
on Sept. 23 at 1 p.m.; Ed 
Spater (Medicare Coun-
selor) on Sept. 24 from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. by appoint-
ment; art class on Sept. 24 

at 11 a.m.; coffee and crafts 
on Sept. 26 at 11 a.m. (reg-
istration required); Registry 
of Deeds on Sept. 29 at 1 
p.m.; and a blood pressure/
glucose clinic will be held 
on Sept. 30 from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.ngoing activities 
include Interactive Games 
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
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Letters to the edi-
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length, and guest col-
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800 words. No unsigned 
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will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also 
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prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Nature 
through the 
eyes of 
a child

By Julie Midura 

We recently brought 
our 1-year-old grandson, 
Dustin, to a local woodland 
area. After carrying him for 
miles, we lifted him out of 
the child carrier so that he 
could stretch his legs. Not 
yet walking independently, 
he grasped each of my in-
dex fingers, then carefully 
moved along the trail on un-
steady feet. 

A white birch tree just off  
trail caught his eye, and he 
steered me towards it. Once 
we reached it, he let go of 
my fingers and leaned his 
hands against the tree. His 
tiny fingers fell upon a loose 
piece of dry bark. 

His eyes widened and 
a look of surprise came 
upon his face when the bark 
slipped from the tree into his 
hand.

Dustin looked at it, ex-
amining it with curiosity. 
Then, with all the seri-
ousness a 1-year-old can 
muster, he reached up and 
pressed the fragment back 
against the gnarled tree. 

He held his hand over 
the bark for a moment, like 
someone gluing one object 
to another. Once he seemed 
certain he had mended the 
trunk, he pulled his hand 
away. 

Unsurprisingly, the piece 
of bark fluttered to the 
ground. 

Dustin bent down, picked 
up the wayward piece of 
tree, and once again pressed 
it back against the trunk. 

This time, he patted it 
carefully. But when he with-
drew his hand, down went 
the scrap of wood once 
again. 

Undeterred, Dustin re-
peated the process over and 
over and over again, certain 
that if  he just kept trying, he 
could reattach the broken 
scrap of tree skin back onto 
the birch tree. But in spite 
of his tenderness and quiet 
determination, gravity won 
every time. 

I stood beside him and 
watched. Half  amused and 
half  contemplative. 

There was a lesson here, I 
was certain. Not for Dustin, 
but for me. 

Dustin displayed no frus-
tration. He was not aggra-
vated or impatient. He just 
kept trying. With an open 
heart and a beautiful spirit. 
And a determination that 
somehow, he could fix the 
world around him. 

I don’t know how long 
Dustin would have spent 
trying to reattach the bark 
to that birch tree. I finally 
scooped him up and settled 
him on the dirt path. 

He immediately reached 
for a nearby stick. He picked 
it up. Turned it. Stretched 
out his arm to show it to 
me – looking up at me with 
wonder in his wide eyes. 
Smiling as though he had 
discovered the greatest trea-
sure on earth. 

He poked a dry leaf. Drew 
lines in the dirt. Stirred the 
pine needles. 

Absent of batteries, on-
off  switches, flashing lights 
and instructions – he held 
the stick as though it was a 
prized possession. 

I felt an urgency to con-
tinue moving. There were 
trails waiting to be explored. 
Miles waiting to be walked. 
A time frame to be adhered 
to. 

Instead, I lowered myself  
cross-legged and settled on 
the pine needle path next 
to Dustin. And there we re-
mained, lingering in a place 
where time has forgotten 
what it means to rush.

Years from now, my 
grandson won’t remember 
this day. He won’t remem-
ber the rough texture of the 
twig he held. The beautiful 
white birch tree he attempt-
ed to mend. 

He won’t recall the day 
sunlight streamed through 
the trees above him, as the 
grandparents who love him 
sat beside him while he dis-
covered the natural world 
around him. 

Regardless, perhaps he 
would leave the forest carry-
ing something with him that 
would remain. Perhaps the 
forest was filling something 
inside of him that would not 
come from actual recollec-
tion, but was being planted 
nonetheless, before he could 
even form a sentence.

The twig came home 
with Dustin – a treasure he 
refused to let go of when I 
placed him back in the child 
carrier. The wayward scrap 
of bark, however, remained 
on the forest floor, where it 
would eventually return to 
the earth. 

But long after the bark 
has dried, the unspoken les-
sons will remain.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Late summer is a great 
time to take cuttings of 
summer plants such as 
geranium, fuchsia, and 
coleus.  

Oftentimes planters 
containing these beauties 
are too big to overwin-
ter. Likewise, these plants 
may be growing in your 
yard and maybe you are 
fearful of trying to dig 
them up and move them 
inside before frost hits. 

It’s also fun to root 
herb plants like rosemary 
or mint, so that you can 
enjoy them as seasoning 
in your favorite dishes 
over the winter months.

Getting a piece of stem 
to form roots is relatively 
easy. Here are a few tips 
that will guarantee your 
success.  

First, make sure that 
the plant you are taking 
the cuttings from, called 
the “stock plant,” is insect 
and disease-free and well 
hydrated. Plan to take 
cuttings in the morning 
before the heat of the day 
has a chance to cause any 
wilting.  

A clean, sharp pair of 
scissors or hand pruners 
is the best tool for the job. 
Cuttings can be taken at 
any time during the grow-
ing season.  

Spring is also a great 
time to take cuttings of 
plants that you’ve over-
wintered provided they 
are growing well. 

Begin by examining 
your stock plant. Those 
stems with the closest 
placed nodes are the best 
choice for cutting materi-
al.  

Nodes are the point 
on the stem from which 
the leaves grow. There is 
a strong accumulation of 
hormones is in this area; 
for that reason stem cut-
tings are taken just after 
a node.  

Terminal cuttings, 
(those from the growth 
tip) three-four inches long 
are desirable. It is tempt-
ing to take longer pieces, 
figuring that the end re-
sult will be a larger plant.  

These are likely to wilt 
before they root or take a 
very long time to root be-
cause the stems are wood-
ier the further down you 
go.  

Play it safe with stout 
cuttings.

There are all kinds of 
potting mediums in which 
to place the cutting while 
it is grows roots. Ideally 
it should be able to hold 
enough moisture to keep 
the cutting turgid yet not 
hold so much that it rots 
the stem.  

Sand, perlite, and soil-
less potting mixes have all 
been used with success. 
Water is not recommend-

ed as “watery roots” will 
have a harder time adapt-
ing to potting soil later 
on.  I have had good luck 
rooting cuttings in peat-
based potting mixes that 
are formulated for seed 
starting.  Moisten the 
material well and fill your 
clean container of choice 
up to the top and tamp it 
down.  

Cut only a few cuttings 
at a time so that wilting 
doesn’t occur while you 
prepare the stems for 
insertion into the grow-
ing medium. Strip off  
the bottom one-third of 
leaves from the cutting.  

If  you wish to short-
en the amount of time it 
takes for rooting to oc-
cur a commercial rooting 
hormone can be used. 
These come in powder or 
liquid forms. Follow the 
directions on the contain-
er.  

I have found that “less 
is more” when using these 
products. When you are 
ready to “stick” the cut-
ting make an indentation 
into the growing medium 
with a pencil or dibble 
first- do not push in with 
the stem!  

After the cutting is in-
serted firm around it well 
so that it stays in place. 
Put the container, cut-
tings and all in a clear 
plastic bag and place in a 
shady location. 

The humidity within 
the bag ought to prevent 
the stems from wilting.  

Water well, only about 
once weekly. After a 
month or so roots will be-
gin to form on the scented 
geraniums; rosemary may 
take six weeks or more. 

Transplanting into in-
dividual pots can be done 
once the roots equal or 
surpass the size of the 
cutting. I like to start 
out with a small pot and 
transplant up a size or 
two at a time as the plant 
grows. 

The Ware Grange will 
be hosting workshop on 
this timely topic on Fri-
day, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. 
at the hall on Route 9 
in Ware. Bring a potted 
plant to share cutting ma-
terial or use a selection of 
plants that I will bring to 
try your luck at this skill.

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agri-
culture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  

Rooting cuttings is a 
great way to overwinter 
your favorite plants

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Dustin, age 1, held a piece of birch bark in his hand.

The author’s grandson picked up sticks off the forest floor.

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone news 
for the Quaboag Current, please email pouimette@turley.com.
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He said the town has 
a $200,000 grant with a 
Shared Streets program. 

Gilman said an improve-
ment project on Mount 
Pleasant Street is overseen 
by the Central Massachu-
setts Regional Planning 
Commission, and the town 
has no control over it. He 
said it went out to bid twice, 
and the most recent bid 
closed on Aug. 25, the date 
of the meeting. 

The estimate is about 
$710,000 for drainage, catch 
basins and paving, and is 
being done through the 
Community Development 
Block Grant. 

Landfill RFP
Kularski said there is an 

area of about 15 acres near 
the landfill that is not very 
useful for the town, and sug-
gested putting out a request 
for proposal for a potential 
solar system, with minimal 
battery energy storage sys-
tems. 

Gilman noted all solar 
sites have at least some bat-
tery storage. Kularski said it 
could create revenue for the 
town. 

The board approved the 
RFP release.

North Main Street parking
The board gave an up-

date on the parking situa-
tion on North Main Street, 
with Gilman saying signs 
have been ordered, but the 
town is not satisfied with the 
line painting including spots 
in front of the Town House 
and Town Offices. 

Gilman said the town 
talked to the Massachusetts 

Department of Transporta-
tion and have a new layout 
drawing for the vendor to 
reference. 

COA business
A member of the Coun-

cil On Aging said the Se-
nior Center is starting to 
introduce a new program 
of game show days, draw-
ing on shows like Jeopardy 
and Wheel of Fortune, and 
is scheduled to run after 
food distribution. She said 

the plan is to collaborate 
for competitions with oth-
er area senior centers and 
the COA is looking for the 
public’s help to donate small 
prizes. 

The board also appoint-
ed Patricia Zegarra to the 
COA board. According to 
her resume, she has a back-
ground in education and 
a bachelor’s in psycholo-
gy. Zegarra said she served 
on the friends of the COA 

group as well, working as 
treasurer. 

“That place saved my 
life,” she said about the se-
nior center, saying it was a 
place she would go follow-
ing the passing of her hus-
band. 

Spending request
The board approved a re-

quest from the Highway De-
partment to spend $1,597 to 
vendor Ballard Diesel for 
work on a 2017 Ford F450.

Donation
The board accepted a 

donation of $190 toward 
the Walnut Grove Cemetery 
from the trust of Robert Sa-
lem. 

Administrative items
One day liquor licenses 

were issued to Brookfield 
Orchards for weekends from 
Aug. 29 to Oct. 12, where 
they invite local breweries to 

sell their products. 
Bennett’s Hill Events had 

two licenses issued for Oct. 
10 and Sept. 26 for wed-
dings. The minutes from 
Aug. 11 were approved as 
well. 

For announcements, the 
town is seeking snow plow 
drivers for the winter, and 
the Conservation Commis-
sion and Planning Board 
are looking for members.
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Great
Selection!

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

OPEN
LABOR DAY!

10:00AM-7:00PM

Catholic Church to meet the 
needs of the growing Cath-
olic community. The bell 
remained at the church un-
til the structure was demol-
ished in 1978.

In 1952, St. John’s sepa-
rated itself  from its moth-
er church, St. Mary’s of 
Brookfield, and the parish 
worked together to raise 
funds to build a new church. 
The new St. John’s Church 
was dedicated on April 20, 
1969, which was built on 
the corner of Blaine Avenue 
and North Brookfield Road 
in East Brookfield. 

The bell was moved to 

the new church and was 
housed there until 2025.

With St. John’s closing 
last year, the East Brook-
field Historical Commission 
thought it was important to 
get the bell as it was consid-
ered an important piece of 
East Brookfield’s history.

“The Historical Society 
had to get the bell,” Lam-
bert said, who’s grandfather, 
Bill Bedard, brought the bell 
to the new church back in 
2000. 

The East Brookfield 
Historical Commission 
was able to get the bell af-
ter drafting a letter to the 
bishop and the commission 
kept the bell in the museum 

building over the winter. 
The idea of installing a sign 
with the bell came to be and 
was revealed during the ded-
ication ceremony on Connie 
Mack Drive. 

Brian Blood built the 
frame for the sign, Dan 
Lambert and Chris Messi-
er took the post out for the 
bell, Ed Gablaski installed 
the bell back onto the post, 
and the Highway Depart-
ment installed a hole for the 
bell to be placed on the site 
where the original St. John’s 
Church was placed. 

 “The importance of 
saving these connections,” 
Lambert said. “The bell has 
come home.”

Lambert’s grandparents 
attended the church when it 
was open and now a symbol 
of that history has finally 
come home and will be re-
membered in the commu-
nity. As part of the celebra-
tion, Les Silliman came up 
to ring the bell. 

The bell can be seen off  
Connie Mack Drive, on the 
sidewalk heading towards 
the police station and East 
Brookfield Public Library. 

To explore East Brook-
field’s history, visit the 
museum at the Hodgkins 
Building on the second Sat-
urday of the month from 
noon-2 p.m., located at 108 
School St. 

ST. JOHN’S BELL
FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Shown standing left to right in between the new sign and St. John’s Bell is Amanda Lambert, Dan Lambert 
and Brian Blood. 

A new sign was installed next to the St. John’s Bell explaining the history of where the bell was housed 
over the years. 

The historic St. John’s Bell was placed off Connie Mack Drive in East 
Brookfield where it’s original home, the original St. John’s Church, was 
located. 

N BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

Family Fall Festival Oct. 3
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

– The First Congregational 
Church of North Brookfield, 
144 Main St., will host its an-
nual Family Fall Festival on 
Saturday, Oct. 3 from noon-
2:30 p.m. The annual Family 
Fall Festival has activities for 
all members of your family.

There will also be free 
hamburgers/cheeseburgers, 
chips, lemonade and apple 
cider (served hot and cold) 
for all. There will be a silent 
auction and cake/pie sale. A 

bouncy house, cotton candy 
machine, popcorn and games 
for the whole family, includ-
ing the famous (or infamous) 
tug of war between the adults 
and the children.

Other activities include 
horse rides, corn hole, Zumba 
with Melanie, and the North 
Brookfield Fire Department 
Fire Prevention team. 

This event is free and open 
to all. Call the church office 
with any questions at 508-
867-8428

Open poetry series will start on Sept. 17
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– An open poetry reading 
series meant to provide a 
venue for writers to share 
their work as well as the 
work of established writers 
they admire will be held at 
the Merriam-Gilbert Pub-
lic Library, 3 West Main 
St., in the upstairs Library 
Meeting Room.

This room is elevator 
accessible.

The series will be held 
on select Thursdays from 

4-6 p.m. Generally, read-
ings will occur on the third 
Thursday of every month, 
though some schedule ad-
justments may have to be 
made around holidays. 

Dates include Sept. 17, 
Oct. 15, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, 
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, 
April 15 and May 20.  The 
series is open to the central 
Massachusetts community 
at large.

For every original poem 
a person reads they will be 

asked to compliment that 
poem by reading a poem 
of their choosing by an-
other established and pub-
lished writer: From Shake-
speare to Stern, Bradstreet 
to Bukowski, Yeats to 
Young, Rumi to Rich and 
any and all between. 

If  you have no original 
work to read but want to 
offer poems from writers 
you love, please join us. 

The reading will be 
held in round robin fash-

ion (two poems maximum 
each time) and the number 
of turns allowed for each 
person will be determined 
by the number of willing 
participants. 

The host ask those who 
read to be sensitive to oth-
er attendees and not pres-
ent overly long poems that 
will delay another’s turn. 
One may also participate 
by attending and simply 
listening, not reading, if  
they so choose.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Manila hemp plant
  6. Turkish river
 10. Something to read
 14. In a way, initiated
 15. Popular Apple TV series
 17. King Charles is part of it
 19. Earlier
 20. Foot (Latin)
 21. Zodiac sign
 22. A browning of the skin 
 23. Remain as is
 24. Turfs
 26. It’s used to slaughter 

animals
 29. Volcanic crater
 31. The mother of Jesus
 32. One’s life story
 34. One-time Liverpool 

coach Slot
 35. Counterparts
 37. Jacob __, American 

journalist
 38. Digital audiotape

 39. River in South Africa
 40. Kimono sashes
 41. Rooting somewhere
 43. American spy Aldrich
 45. A way to call for
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made of 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. Popular type of video 

game (abbr.)
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal from 

a union
 58. Performs spoken improv
 59. Greek war god
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Helps to evade capture

CLUES DOWN
  1. Swedish rock group
  2. “Friday Night Lights” 

director Peter
  3. Currency exchange fee

  4. Feline
  5. Folk singer DiFranco
  6. Ghastly pale from distress
  7. Rapid eye movements
  8. Monetary unit of Macao
  9. Lawmakers
 10. Colorless mineral
 11. At some prior time
 12. American protest singer
 13. Opener
 16. Seldom
 18. Relaxing places
 22. Touchdown
 23. From end to end
 24. Kids love him
 25. Metal-bearing solid
 27. Skin care product 

manufacturer
 28. Thirteen
 29. Angry
 30. Member of a Semitic 

people
 31. One-thousandth of an 

inch

 33. Former CIA
 35. Most lemony
 36. Engage in
 37. Mass of fish eggs
 39. Food supplies
 42. Backbones
 43. American real estate 

investment firm
 44. Megabyte
 46. “Three Coins in the 

Fountain” songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Full-grown pike fish
 49. Emergency prep expert 

Edwards
 50. Flute
 51. Dismissive sound
 52. Slang term for marijuana
 53. Young women’s 

association
 54. Cosmopolitan city
 55. Narrow isthmus in 

Thailand
 56. Pointed end of a pen

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

ness and financial skills and 
show what they had to offer. 
Many of the Kids Market 
vendors produced handmade 
crafts, artwork, jewelry, 
games, and decorations. 

Recreation Director An-
drew St. George was excited 
to witness the turnout during 
both the Sturbridge Farmers 
Market and the Kids Market. 
After this first year, the de-
partment is planning on doing 
more Kids Markets in the fu-
ture. 

These Kids Markets would 
be held during the summer 
months. 

St. George said the parents 
of these youth vendors have 
been very supportive and 
have observed their children 
taking the reins and learning 
business skills as they go. 
Many of these youth vendors 
were attending their very first 
market. 

Parker Leonardo, age 9, is 
the creator behind Parker’s 
Patchwork. Her crafts consist 
of jar openers, hand warmers 
and rice bags. 

This was Parker’s first 
market as a vendor and she 

plans on doing more in the 
future. 

Representing The Painted 
Raven was 10-year-old Ri-
ley, who designs nature art. 
Samples of her work were 
displayed at her booth during 

her first market. 
Mere, 10, and Norah, 13, 

the Stern sisters were at the 
Kids Market who started a 
brand-new business togeth-
er. Their work is in scented 
candles, pottery and ceramic 
clays. 

Zoey Delaney, age 10, has 
been crocheting since she 
was in first grade. She learned 
how to crochet from one of 
her teachers at school and has 
been making her own cre-
ations ever since. 

Eleven-year-old Scarlett 
is the creator of Doodle and 
Bow. She started her work in 
June and had it available at the 
Kids Market, which included 
T-shirts, bags and cards. 

Shore Shop 4 is made pos-
sible thanks to four young 
neighbors. Evan, Lexie, 
Brooklynn, and Teagan who 
started a shell shop together in 
their neighborhood and have 
brought it to the Kids Market. 
The business was inspired by 
their grandparents who gave 
them shells over the years. 

The four young entrepre-
neurs also introduced new 
items to their shop, including 
jewelry, necklaces, wooden 
products, boxes and coasters; 
all with a seashell and beach 
theme tied to it. 

Shore Shop 4 have been 
offering seashells for the last 
three years in their neighbor-
hood. Many of the shells they 
collected come from several 
places, including Cape Cod 
and Virginia. 

The four founders plan 
to continue running Shore 
Shop 4 during markets when 
they’re adults. 

Close by was the popular 
Starr Sea Treasures booth 
with founder Sam Starr, age 
8, selling ornaments and 
frames featuring sea glass. He 
was joined by his sister, Ab-
igail.

Many of the sea glass he 
collected over the last few 
summers was from Bailey Is-

land in Maine. 
Another group of four 

were also keeping busy at 
the Kids Market were Alena, 
Lydia, Kaylynn, and Ella of 
Little Ladies Creations.

Little Ladies Creations 
featured keychains, hair pins, 
earrings and bracelets at the 
Kids Market. 

The Mischief Makers, run 
by Autumn and Piper Deco-
teau, recently celebrated its 

one year anniversary. 
Mischief Makers had cro-

chet items, earrings, leath-
er work, and wood burning 
items inspired by nature.

One artist, Sydney of Fun-
ime by Sydney, is a 12-year-
old artist who did anime 
sketches of her customers 
during the market. 

She  has been drawing 
since the age of 6 and is also a 
singer and pianist. 

KIDS MARKET
FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Representing Shore Shop 4 was Evan, Teagan, Brooklynn and Lexie, who were running their shell shop 
during the Kids Market on Sturbridge Common. 

Scarlett, 11, is the creator of Doodle and Bow and she designs T-shirts, 
bags and cards. 

- community -

Parker Leonardo is the operator of Parker’s Patchwork and she creates 
jar openers, hand warmers and rice bags. 

Norah and Mere brought scented candles and painted clay pieces to 
the Kids Market. 

Zoey Delaney of Sturbridge had crochet items.

Starr Sea Treasures is run by 8-year-old entrepreneur Sam Starr, right. 
Alongside Sam is his sister Abigail

Representing Little Ladies Creations were Lydia, Kaylynn, Ella and Alena (not pictured). Little Ladies Cre-
ations made keychains, hair pins, earrings, bracelets and pipe cleaner art. 

Autumn and Piper Decoteau are the youth artisans that brought Mis-
chief Makers to the Kids Market. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E RT OW N — 
During the past 15 sum-
mers, the Quabbin Soccer 
Academy has held clinics in 
Ware and Belchertown.

The two soccer clinics 
this summer were held at the 
Chestnut Hill Community 
School in Belchertown.

“We held our first clinic 
in Ware in 2011.,” said Matt 
Schiffer, who’s the Direc-
tor of the Quabbin Soccer 

Academy. “We moved the 
clinics to Belchertown in 
2014. The clinic has grown 
substantially since 2021. 
We had over 100 kids sign 
up for the clinics that year. 
I thought it was going to be 
a one-time thing, but we’ve 
had between 80 and 100 kids 
sign up each year since.”

A total of 85 kids, who 
are between the ages of 4 
and 13, attended the second 
soccer clinic, which took 
place from August 10-14. 
Most of the campers were 

from Belchertown.
“Originally, we only had 

one clinic each summer,” 
Schiffer said. “The parents 
suggested that we do two 
clinics each summer and it 
has worked out very well 
during the past few years.”

Schiffer described the 
typical day at the clinic.

“It’s a six-hour camp and 
we just want to make it fun 
for the kids,” he said. “We 
do some skill development, 
but we also play some fun 
games. We also play scrim-

mages.” The kids are split 
up into four groups depend-
ing on their age.” 

The full day soccer clinic 
went from 9am to 3pm each 
of the five days. There were 
also two other time options 
from 9am to 10:30and and 
9am to 12:30pm.

“All of the kids have the 
options to attend the clinic 
during the three time pe-
riods,” Schiffer said. “The 
parents like it very much.

Schiffer was aided at the 
second soccer clinic by 18 

coaches. The members of 
the coaching staff  are Bri-
ana Haley, Jill DeBarge, 
Timmy Haley, Adam Stahl, 
Amalie Martins, Ashlynn 
Brunell, Austin Raymer, Gi-
anna Boisjolie, Jacob Rose, 
Kylie Rose, Lily Mann, 
Mackenzie Bowers, Mason 
Pobieglo, Matthew Almei-
da, Reese Avgoustakis, Reid 
Fortier, Ryan Longe, Ellie 
Mazzaferro, Aubrey Klin-
gensmith, Jake Thurber, 
Emily Durham and Sawyer 
Thurber.

“We have 18 coaches and 
most of the coaches are 
former campers. They’re 
an outstanding group,” 
Schiffer said. “The ratio be-
tween campers and coaches 
is 5 to 1, which is very good. 
Many of the coaches played 
soccer at Belchertown High 
School. The campers love 
learning the different skills 
from the coaches.”

Haley has been working 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—Chris-
tian Horton scored 1,208 
career points as the point 
guard of the Quabbin boys’ 
varsity basketball team 15 
years ago.

Horton also played bas-
ketball at Nichols College 
in Dudley and was inducted 
into the Quabbin Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2024. He’s 
currently living in Maryland 
and returned to Central 
Massachusetts last week. 

One of the things that 
Horton did on vacation 
was attend his alma mater’s 
summer league semifinal 
basketball game against 
the Oakmont Spartans, 
which took place at Game 
On in Fitchburg, early last 
month.

Without the services of 
starting point guard Jacoby 
Dilling, who was at home 
sick, the second-seeded Pan-
thers could’ve used Horton’s 
help, as they suffered a 42-
30 loss to the third-seeded 
Spartans. 

“We didn’t have our 
starting point guard, and 
had to make a couple of ad-
justments,” said Quabbin’s 
summer league coach Alan 
Crane, who also played bas-
ketball at Quabbin between 
1999-2003. “Jacoby is our 
floor leader, and we real-
ly missed him in tonight’s 
game. We were also missing 
a couple of other players.”

The Panthers entered 
the Game On Boys Varsity 
Division Summer League 
playoffs with a perfect 6-0 
record. They finished the 
regular season tied with 
Lunenburg, who earned the 
top-seed in the four team 
playoff due to a tiebreaker.

A year ago, Quabbin 
competed in the Auburn 
Summer League, which 
wasn’t held this summer.

Two years ago, the Pan-

thers were one of the six 
boys’ basketball teams that 
played in the inaugural 
summer league at Game 
On, which has ten indoor 
basketball courts. There are 
now 14 teams playing in that 
summer league.     

Quabbin’s six regular sea-
son victories at Game On 
this summer league were 
against Gardner (50-43), 
Bromfield (62-30), Tahanto 
Regional (66-58), Assabet 
(55-46), Fitchburg (54-39), 
and Nashoba Regional (52-
33).

In their semifinal setback, 
Quabbin failed to reach 50 
points for the first time this 
summer.

“Without Jacoby on the 
court, we wanted to make it 
a low scoring game,” Crane 
said. “Everything went well 
until the final five minutes 
of the game. We had around 
25 turnovers, which hurt us. 
You need to commit fewer 
than twelve turnovers to win 
a game at this level.”

Summer season concludes for Quabbin Cagers

Aiden Crane searches out teammates Matt Wade and Jacoby for a 
pass. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Quabbin forward Collin Leclair receives a post pass from teammate Brady Patchen during summer basket-
ball action. 

Umpires Association 
awards scholarship

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Western Massachusetts Baseball Umpires Association Board 
Member Chris Anderson awards a $500 scholarship earlier this 
summer Sean Krol. The umpires’ association funds the schol-
arship through dues paid by its members. Anderson hopes in 
the future to fund more scholarships either through fundraising 
or donations, saying its important to give back to the sport they 
love, and promote education for high school seniors who play. 
Applications for next year’s scholarship will open up early in 
2027.

Thompson Speedway adds 
new event to calendar

THOMPSON, CT – In 
an exciting addition to the 
Thompson Speedway cal-
endar, the Monaco Mod-
ified Tri-Track Series has 
been added to the 64th 
Sunoco World Series of 
Speedway Racing to head-
line the Saturday portion 
of the three-day extrava-
ganza.

2026 will mark the first 
time in series history that 
the Monaco Modifieds 
have visited Thompson 
Speedway three times, 
this coming at a crucial 
point in the championship 
chase! While the champi-
onship will certainly be on 
the forefront of the driv-
er’s minds, the addition 
completes three-straight 
days of Tour-type Modi-
fied Racing at the Sunoco 
World Series.

It all starts Friday, Oct. 
9 with the Modified Rac-
ing Series headlining the 
opening night with a 50-
lap finale to crown their 
2026 champion. The Mo-
naco Modified Tri-Track 
Series now headlines the 
Saturday, Oct. 10 show-
case while the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour will 
crown their 2026 champion 
following the World Series 
150 on Sunday, Oct. 11.

“We are glad we got to 
add the Monaco Modifieds 
to this year’s Sunoco World 

Series,” said American-Ca-
nadian Tour managing 
partner Cris Michaud. 
“They always put on a 
great show at Thompson 
and the fans are sure to get 
their Modified fix before 
the snow starts to fall!”

Thompson Speed-
way roars back to life on 
Wednesday, September 16 
for the Eden Raferty At-
torneys Fall Showdown 
Late Model Special! The 
Late Models take center 
stage in their extra-dis-
tance showdown alongside 
the Thompson Sunoco 
Modifieds, SK Light Mod-
ifieds, Street Stocks and 
Crown Vics with a 6:00pm 
Post Time.

The North East Short 
Track Network (NESTN) 
will stream Wednesday 
Night Racing at Thomp-
son Speedway all season 
long, visit  www.nestn.
tv  for more info including 
Pay-Per-View pricing and 
ways to subscribe.

Bay State Games inducts three to Hall of Fame
WALTHAM – Repre-

sentative Patricia Hadd-
ad (legislative leadership), 
Representative John Bar-
rett (legislative leadership), 
and Ryan McCarthy (base-
ball coach) have been se-
lected for induction into 
the 2026 Bay State Games’ 
Hall of Fame. The induct-
ees will receive their award 
at a pre-game ceremony at 
Fenway Park on Sunday, 
June 14 prior to the Red 
Sox game against Texas. 
The Bay State Games Hall 
of Fame was created to rec-
ognize past participants who 
have gone on to prestigious 
and successful athletic ca-
reers, as well as former and 
current coaches, officials, 

sports organizers, and vol-
unteers who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the 
organization throughout its 
38-year history. Past induct-
ees among the over 60 pre-
vious honorees include the 
NBA’s Dana Barros (‘06), 
Pat Connaughton (‘25) and 
the late Reggie Lewis (‘02); 
WNBA’s Rebecca Lobo 
(‘03); Major League Base-
ball’s Rich Hill (‘13); Olym-
pians Nancy Kerrigan (‘07), 
Ada Korkhin (‘25) and Sa-
mantha Livingstone (‘18) 
and US Paralympic Gold 
Medalist Joe Lemar (‘15). 

“The Bay State Games 
is proud of the many ath-
letes who have participated 
in the program and gone 

on to achieve success at 
the collegiate, professional, 
and Olympic levels. We are 
equally proud of the coach-
es, sport organizers, commu-
nity leaders, and supporters 
whose dedication, expertise, 
and generosity have helped 
make the Bay State Games 
possible.” Said Kevin Cum-
mings, the Bay State Games 
Executive Director. “We are 
honored to recognize this 
year’s Hall of Fame class 
and celebrate the significant 
contributions each inductee 
has made to the Bay State 
Games. Their commit-
ment, leadership, and last-
ing impact have strength-
ened the organization and 
enriched the experience of 

countless athletes through-
out the Commonwealth.” 
Rep. Patricia Haddad - Leg-
islative Leadership

Massachusetts State 
Representative Patricia 
Haddad championed state 
support for the Bay State 
Games for over two de-
cades. She has supported 
the recreation, health, and 
education-based programs 
of the organization that 
benefit thousands of Mas-
sachusetts participants each 
year. A former teacher for 
14 years, Rep. Haddad rep-
resented the 5th Bristol Dis-
trict for 25 years and served 
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Quabbin Soccer Academy has successful session



PAGE 8    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com    I   September 4, 2026

at the clinic for the past six 
years.

“I never came to this clin-
ic when I was younger, but I 
do love working here,” said 
Haley, who graduated from 
Belchertown High School 
in 2024. “I always look for-
ward to coming back and 
working at this camp each 
year.”

Schiffer, who graduat-

ed from Belchertown High 
School in 2000, was a mem-
ber of the Orioles boys’ soc-
cer team.

“I’ve always loved soc-
cer. I’ve been a soccer coach 
and referee for many years,” 
Schiffer said. “My dad, Tilo, 
was my first soccer coach. 
My dad and Ron Constan-
tino began the Belchertown 
youth soccer program in 
1988.”

Matt’s son, Nathan, was 
a member of the Orioles 

2019 squad, which defeated 
Medway High School, 1-0. 
in overtime in the Division 3 
State championship match. 

“I didn’t win a state title 
in high school, but it was 
a lot of fun watching my 
son win it,” Schiffer said. 
“Belchertown is one of the 
top soccer communities in 
the area, along with Mon-
son and Ludlow.

It was another success-
ful summer for the Quabbin 
Soccer Academy.

The other members of 
the Panthers boys’ summer 
basketball team are Matt 
Wade, Evan Sherblom, 
Owen Twarog, Brady Patch-
en, Aiden Crane, Collin Le-
Clair, Adrein Hein, Isaac 
Patchen, Jack LeClair, and 
Fordyce Ruggles.

The Panthers were also 
invited to play in a tourna-
ment at Assumption Uni-
versity in Worcester and 
at the 15th annual Wally 
Seaver High School Invita-
tional Tournament.

“We’ve only lost three 
games all summer,” Coach 
Crane said. “We went 3-0 
during first day at the As-
sumption tournament be-
fore losing to Doherty in 
a winner’s bracket game. 
Doherty won the champi-
onship game. We also went 
3-1 at the Wally Seaver 
Tournament. We got beat 
by Arlington Catholic, who 
also won the championship 
game. There are a lot of tal-
ented players on this team. 

Playing basketball in the 
summertime is very import-
ant for the players’ develop-
ment.” 

The Quabbin boys’ bas-
ketball players also take 
part in clinics, which are 
held throughout the year.

Dilling, who’s a rising se-
nior, Patchen, who’s a rising 
junior, were the co-captains 
of the Panthers varsity hoop 
squad last winter.

Patchen led the way of-
fensively against Oakmont 
in the semifinal game with 
19 points. He made a total 
of three 3-pointers.

“Brady is the heart and 
soul of our basketball 
team,” Coach Crane said. 
“He played very well this 
summer.

Aiden Crane, who’s the 
son of the Panthers sum-
mer league coach, chipped 
in with seven points against 
the Spartans (6-1).

Rounding out the scoring 
for the Panthers were Collin 
LeCLair and Isaac Patchen 
with two points each.

The Panthers, who were 
trailing, 10-8, at the end of 

the opening quarter, took 
the lead for the first time 
following a Brady Patchen 
3-pointer from the right cor-
ner late in the first half.

The Spartans outscored 
the Panthers, 9-5, in the 
third quarter and they en-
tered the final ten minutes 
of the contest holding a slim 
25-23 advantage.

A fastbreak lay-up by 
Collin LeClair and Aiden 
Crane made a pair of free 
throws giving the Panthers 
the lead for the final time at 
27-26 three minutes into the 
fourth quarter, which was 
ten minutes running time.

Oakmont outscored 
Quabbin 16-3 down the 
stretch.

The Panthers summer 
league coach is looking 
forward to watching the 
Panthers varsity basketball 
teamj play this winter.

“I can’t wait to sit in the 
stands and watch these guys 
play basketball,” Coach 
Crane said. “I’m expecting 
them to have a winning sea-
son, and it should be a lot of 
fun.”

as Speaker Pro Tempore of 
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives for ten years.  
Rep. John Barrett - Legisla-
tive Leadership

Massachusetts State 
Representative John Bar-
rett from Berkshire County 
has been a strong support-
er of the Bay State Games 
since the mid-1980s. Rep. 
Barrett was instrumental in 
bringing the Winter Games 

to Berkshire County, where 
they have been held for over 
35 years. He has served as 
State Representative for 
Berkshire County since 
2017 and was formerly May-
or of North Adams for 26 
years. Rep. Barrett is also 
a leading advocate of the 
statewide Summer Games. 
Ryan Mccarthy - Baseball 
Coach

Ryan McCarthy from 
Portsmouth has served as 
volunteer baseball coach 

at the Bay State Games for 
over two decades. He has led 
the Northeast team to nu-
merous championship med-
als. Ryan has devoted more 
than 25 years to coaching 
high school student-athletes 
in both baseball and foot-
ball at Triton Regional High 
School, Newburyport High 
School, and Dighton-Re-
hoboth High School. He 
has had a positive impact 
on countless Massachusetts 
high school student-athletes. 
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Veterans Day Salute
Quaboag Current ~ November 5, 2026

Quaboag Current will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Quaboag Current, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Quaboag
Current

- community -
East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of July 
27-Aug. 2, the East Brook-
field Police Department 
responded to 131 building/
property checks, 126 direct-
ed area patrols, 24 radar as-
signments, five traffic con-
trols, eight emergency 911 
calls, five citizen assists, 
four assist other agencies, 
two complaints, two inves-
tigations, two motor vehicle 
investigations, two safety 
hazards, one trespass, one 
property damage, one scam, 
two animal calls and 33 mo-
tor vehicle stops in the town 
of East Brookfield.

Monday, July 27
6:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

8:15 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

9:06 a.m. Trespass, 
Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

9:15 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
East Main Street, No Ac-
tion Required

10:01 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Howe Street, 
Transported to Hospital

10:06 a.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack 
Drive, Officer Handled

11:33 a.m. Investiga-
tion, West Main Street, 
Spoken To

12:07 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

1:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, East Main 
Street, Officer Handled

8:35 p.m. Property 
Damage, North Street, Re-
port Taken

9:03 p.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Pleasant 
Street, Patient Refusal

Tuesday, July 28
5:44 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

9:34 a.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack 
Drive, Officer Handled

10:25 a.m. Motor Ve-
hicle Investigation, East 
Main Street, Officer Han-
dled

2:05 p.m. Complaint, 
East Main Street, Services 
Rendered

4:31 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

5 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation 
Issued

5:31 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, East Main Street, Of-
ficer Handled

7:06 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, West Main 
Street, Transported to 
Hospital

11:18 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Written Warning

Wednesday, July 29
8:26 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, West Sturbridge 
Road, Negative Contact

8:50 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
East Main Street, Spoken 
To

9:49 a.m. Scam, Connie 
Mack Drive, Report Taken

10:30 a.m. 911 Safety 
Hazard, Podunk Road, 
Services Rendered

4:16 p.m. Investigation, 
East Main Street, Investi-
gation

5:22 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Drake Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

5:39 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

7:54 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

Thursday, July 30
11:51 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Written Warning

12:42 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, South Pond 
Road, Transported to 
Hospital

2:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

5:27 p.m. Directed/Area 
Patrol, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

5:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, 
Citation Issued

5:58 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

6:47 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
North Street, Officer Han-
dled

10:40 p.m. Medical 
Emergency, West Main 
Street, Patient Refusal

Friday, July 31
5:42 a.m. Medical 

Emergency, West Main 
Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Out of Town, Cita-
tion Issued

9:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Writ-
ten Warning

12:08 p.m. Complaint, 
West Sturbridge Road, Of-
ficer Handled

Saturday, Aug. 1
8:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Route 49, Citation 
Issued

9:03 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

9:10 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Criminal Complaint

12:46 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

2:45 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

7:21 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

Sunday, Aug. 2
12:39 p.m. Assist Cit-

izen, Harrington Street, 
Spoken To

8:30 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack 
Drive, Spoken To

8:54 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Out of Town, 
Negative Contact

New Braintree Police Log 
During the week of 

Aug. 24-31, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 20 
building/property checks, 
16 directed/area patrols, six 
radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, three emer-
gency 911 calls, one citi-
zen assist, one assist other 
agency, one motor vehicle 
investigation, one proper-
ty damage, one suspicious 
activity, one motor vehicle 
accident and one motor 
vehicle stop in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, Aug. 24
11:26 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1:27 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Moore Road, Offi-
cer Handled

1:55 p.m. Assist Citizen 
Ravine Road, Officer Han-
dled

7:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Gilbertville 
Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, Aug. 25
4:32 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Bernard Whit-
ney Road, Patient Refusal

2:45 p.m. Property Dam-
age, Padre Road, Services 
Rendered

4:02 p.m. Welfare Check, 
West Brookfield Road, Spo-
ken To

5:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

Wednesday, Aug. 26
9:18 a.m. Fire/Alarm, 

North Brookfield Road, 
Services Rendered

Thursday, Aug. 27
6:40 p.m. Suspicious Ac-

tivity, Wine Road, Officer 
Handled

Friday, Aug. 28
7:22 p.m. Alarm, Den-

nis Whitney Road, Services 
Rendered

Saturday, Aug. 29
3:41 a.m. Fire/Alarm, 

West Brookfield Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Monday, Aug. 31
6:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Oakham Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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ESTATE SALE
84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.

FRIDAY-MONDAY,
 SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.

Everything must go! Housewares, large & 
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & 
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 QUALITY 

CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions: 

18’Lx8.5’Hx10.5’W. Previously owned by 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza. 
For more information call 

413-289-1211.

TAG SALE
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 

SEPT. 5. & 6, 9am-5pm. 
Household deco, jewelry, pocketbooks, 

Christmas Village,
80 pairs of clip on earrings, clothes. 

157 Washington Street
 “Route 8 Village,” Becket.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. 

Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
 & Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian 

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for 
the position of custodian. Duties include 
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and mopping floors, cleaning windows, 
taking out trash and restocking supplies. 
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour, 
12 hours per week.
Job applications can be found on the Town 
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at 
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LABOR DAY SALE!!!!
OPEN LABOR DAY 10AM-7PM! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Reflections of Italy - 
May 4-13, 2027

Sept. 26  ...... Pickity Place Lunch ..................................$130
Nov. 7 .......... Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................$165
Dec. 5 .......... Vermont Country Store with Lunch .......$175
March 1 ....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...........from $2499
March 8-14 .. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island .....$4149
May 23 ........ 7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...............from $1799

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Features:
• 3 bedrooms
• 2 baths
• Front porch
• Back deck
• Walkout lower level

PRICE IMPROVEMENT – $419,900
32 NELSON STREET, WARREN, MA 

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup Century 21 North East

160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

NEW LISTING! $345,000 
4 EMELDA ST., 
PALMER –  This 
i m m a c u l a t e 
3 - b e d r o o m , 
1-bath ranch is 
hitting the mar-
ket for the first 
time and offers 
fantastic curb appeal. Located in a well-established 
neighborhood, this home is ideally situated near 
schools, shopping, and Route 20.  

Contact me today for a showing—
this could be your next home!

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CAMREN ROBERTSON
Anthony Taddeo and Avery Taddeo visited Angry Panda Foods during Brookfield Orchards 7th Let’s Get Local 
event held on Aug. 29.

Louise Woodard browsed the vendor tents at the Let’s Get Local event.

Rich Laba of Farm 46 in Charlton brought pork and chicken products, as well as eggs.
Terri of Party Time Face Painting offered her artistic talents for the Let’s Get Local event held at Brookfield 
Orchards.

Let’s Get Local


