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Lions Club hosts annual golf tournament
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

OAKHAM – The 2026 
Brookfields’ Lions Club 
Golf Tournament took 
place this past Saturday 
at Quail Hollow Country 
Club. 

This year’s golf  tourna-
ment held on Aug. 22, fea-
tured 25 teams and about 

100 golfers participating. 
One of the 25 golf  teams 

included Jim Lovett, Gary 
Donlin, Mark Franson and 
Steve Brunell, who were all 
ready to take the cart to 
the course of Quail Hollow 
Country Club. 

“We’re going to need all 
the luck we can get,” Lovett 
said. 

Checking in the players 
were event co-chairs Marc 

Kokansky and Bill Fullam 
of the Brookfields Lions 
Club. Kokansky has been 
with the Brookfields’ Lions 
for 40 years and has records 
of the annual golf  tourna-
ment dating back 25 years. 

The original home for 
the club’s annual golf  tour-
nament was the Bay Path 
Golf Course in East Brook-
field, which recently had a 
disc golf  course incorporat-

ed onto the property. 
Quail Hollow Country 

Club in Oakham has been 
the host of the tournament 
for the last 10 years.

This annual golf  tourna-
ment helps the Lions Club 
members support their lo-
cal communities, including 
all the Brookfields and New 
Braintree. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Left to right stands the golf team of Jim Lovett, Gary Donlin, Mark Franson and Steve Brunell (not pictured). This golf team competed in the 
annual Brookfield Lions Club Golf Tournament at Quail Hollow Country Club in Oakham. 

Avian Obsession
Local artist displays 
bird-themed art

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– North Brookfield artist 
Evan Lipton is preparing 
for his first show at West 
Brookfield Art & Frame 
Gallery, 10 East Main St., 
called “Avian Obsession,” 
which opens with a recep-
tion on Friday, Sept. 4 from 
5-7 p.m.

All are welcome to at-

tend the reception and enjoy 
artwork, wine, cheese and 
friendly fellowship.

Lipton grew up in Milton 
and lived in Rhode Island 
before settling in North 
Brookfield about four years 
ago. 

His love of birds started 
with photography when he 
was about 16 years old and 
taking photos of birds at his 
backyard feeder.

“I had some free time 
and the birds were a fun 
challenge,” he said. “I start-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Shown are some of artist Evan Lipton’s watercolor paintings and 
graphite drawings to be featured in his show, “Avian Obsession” which 
opens on Friday, Sept. 4 from 5-7 p.m. at West Brookfield Art & Frame 
Gallery. His artwork from left includes northern pintails and green-
winged teals, a yellow-bellied sapsucker and a great blue heron. 

Select Board sets FY 27 
property tax allocation
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Select Board held a joint 
meeting with the Board 
of Assessors last Monday, 
where Ann Murphy, Prin-
cipal Assessor, gave a pre-
sentation on fiscal year 2027 
property tax allocation sce-
narios. 

They included whether to 
have a split tax rate, a resi-
dential discount and a small 
commercial discount. 

According to Murphy, 
there are four designations 
in the tax allocation includ-
ing residential, commercial, 
industrial and personal 
property. The total value 
of all of these categories in 
Sturbridge is about $2.2 bil-
lion. 

There are 4,442 residen-
tial homes in the town, of 
which the average value is 
nearly $523,000. About 85% 
of the tax levy is made up by 
residential homes, the other 
15% is commercial, indus-
trial and personal property, 
or CIP. 

The decision for the Se-
lect Board at the Aug. 17 
meeting was whether to 
implement a split tax rate, 
which would shift the bur-

den away from residential 
properties onto CIP prop-
erties. 

Massachusetts data in 
the presentation showed 
that 145 communities in 
the state have a higher CIP 
percentage than Sturbridge, 
and of the 116 communities 
with a split rate, 99 of them 
have a higher CIP. 

The calculations showed 
that a 150% shift would add 
$7.73 per every thousand 
dollars for CIP properties 
and decrease residential 
by $1.41 per thousand. On 
average, it would decrease 
a residential bill by about 
$800, and increase a CIP bill 
by about $12,000. 

A 110% shift would in-
crease CIP by $737 and de-
crease residential by $219. 

The Select Board vot-
ed to not implement a split 
rate, and instead implement 
a single tax rate.

There was also the option 
for a residential discount 
for qualified properties, but 
with 35% and 15% shifts re-
spectively, unqualified prop-
erties would see increases of 
$1,900 and $712, with qual-
ified properties reducing 
by about $1,000 and $453. 
Murphy said the retirement 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Superintendent 
Timothy McCormick said 
the administrative team 
“hit the ground running” 
back in May to fill staff  va-

cancies over the summer for 
the start of the school year. 

At the Aug. 17 School 
Committee meeting, Mc-
Cormick said they have 
filled 15 positions to date.

He gave the School 
Committee an update on 
staff  training, including 
Investigative History, a 

high-quality instructional 
material curriculum.

“We’re excited about 
this,” McCormick said. 

This curriculum is for 
grades three through seven, 
and is made possible with 
support from the One8 
Foundation.

McCormick said the 

school district is also phas-
ing in its second Career 
Pathway in healthcare and 
social assistance. He said 
healthcare is one of the top 
job sectors in the region 
right now.

School district prepares for first day of school

Creamery Road bridge opens to traffic
HARDWICK/NEW 

BRAINTREE – The 
Department of  Trans-
portation announced 
the completion of  the 
new Creamery Road 
bridge, which connects 
the towns of  Hardwick 
and New Braintree over 
the Ware River.

This 100-foot single 
lane bridge replaced 
the previous bridge that 
was built in 1939, and 
closed in April 2024 due 
to structural and safety 
concerns. This closure 
resulted in a four-mile 
detour.

The project includ-
ed new concrete bridge 
railings, guardrails 
and improvements to 
both approaches to the 
bridge. It also provides 
improved conditions for 
wildlife passage beneath 
the bridge. 

MassDOT report-
ed that the project was 
completed on budget 
and on schedule. 

The Creamery Road bridge that connects the towns of Hardwick and New Braintree reopened after being 
closed for over two years. 

See FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL PAGE 6

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

The one-lane bridge connects 
Creamery Road in 

Gilbertville to Unitas Road in 
New Braintree.

See AVIAN OBSESSION 
PAGE 6

See GOLF TOURNAMENT 
PAGE 5 See STURBRIDGE PAGE 5
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, Sept. 3
– Thank you!

‘Glow Ball’ tournament fundraiser is Aug. 29
BARRE– Quabbin Area 

Little League is holding its 
annual “Glow Ball” fund-
raising event for the Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute 
on Saturday, Aug. 29 at 
Felton Field, 120 Old Cold-
brook Road.

The Quabbin Area Little 
League’s summer baseball 
program, the Jimmy Fund 
Baseball League, culmi-
nates each year with a ded-
icated fundraising event. 
This initiative is entirely 
focused on generating vital 
funds for the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, support-
ing their critical research 

and patient care programs.
Check-in starts at 5 p.m. 

and games start at 7 p.m. 
The game features spe-
cialized glow-in-the-dark 
balls, and all participants 
are adorned with luminous 
bracelets and necklaces, 
creating an electrifying vi-
sual experience.

This six-team, double 
elimination tournament is 
a glow-in-the-dark modi-
fied wiffle ball game. 

The game itself  is de-
signed for rapid-paced play, 
allowing for a five-inning 
game to conclude in ap-
proximately 35 minutes. 

There are no age restric-
tions, no prior skill level is 
required, and all necessary 
equipment is provided. 

For a nominal fee of 
$10, anyone can participate 
and enjoy this unique, com-
munity-focused event. 

This year, they are ele-
vating the experience fur-
ther by incorporating black 
light technology, reducing 
reliance on traditional glow 
sticks. Field lines will be 
marked with fluorescent 
paint, and in addition to 
glow accessories, players 
will receive black light-re-
active face paint. 

They encourage partici-
pants to wear fluorescent or 
white clothing to maximize 
the vibrant visual effect un-
der the black lights. 

Following registration, 
teams are formed in a 
“sandlot” style, guided by 
six designated captains, en-
suring a balanced and fair 
competition. 

The festive atmosphere 
commences upon arrival, 
promising an evening of 
spirited play and commu-
nity engagement.ood and 
drinks will be available for 
cash purchase. 

Troop 163 hosts ice cream 
social/open house Aug. 30

STURBRIDGE – Do 
you like camping, hiking, 
swimming, biking, fishing, 
kayaking, whitewater raft-
ing, sailing, exploring with 
friends and more? You 
might like being a Scout. 

Come to an ice cream so-
cial and open house held by 
Troop 163, an all-girl troop 
of Scouting America, on 
Sunday, Aug. 30 from 4-6 
p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 345 Main St. 

Learn about lassoing and 
how to use a sling shot and 
other activities. Families are 
welcome. 

Stop by, have fun, and 
learn about Scouting and 
the troop.

The troop is open to girls 
aged 11-17, and while based 
in Sturbridge, is open to res-
idents of any town. Please 
email troop163sturbridge@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Worcester Winds, a dectet of two flutes, two clarinets, two oboes, two bassoons and two French horns, performs Aug. 30 at 3 p.m. in the 
First Congregational Church, 144 North Main St., North Brookfield.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Worcester Winds, 
a wind dectet of profes-
sional music teachers and 
musicians from Worcester 
County, performs a concert 
on Sunday, Aug. 30 at 3 

p.m. in the First Congrega-
tional Church, 144 North 
Main St.  

Admission is free, and 
the concert is funded in 
part by the North Brook-
field Cultural Council, a 

local agency, which receives 
funding from Mass Cultur-
al Council, a state agency.

Conducted by Luis Tor-
res, the group consist of 
two flute, two clarinets, two 
oboes, two bassoons and 

two French horns.  They 
will perform music by Ar-
nold, Debussy, Bizet, Ber-
nard, Pierne, and Maestro 
Torres.  For more infor-
mation, people may visit 
worcesterwinds.org.

Worcester Winds performs Aug. 30
Bluegrass Gospel Service 
will be held on Aug. 30

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The George Whitefield 
United Methodist Church 
will host a Bluegrass Gos-
pel Service at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 30 at 33 West 
Main St.  

The program will feature 
traditional bluegrass instru-
ments and voices perform-
ing old time Gospel favor-
ites and other toe-tapping 

tunes in the bluegrass style. 
These services have been 
very well received and are 
back by popular demand.  

Come as you are and 
enjoy some good music 
and fellowship. All are wel-
come.  Refreshments will be 
served. 

Any questions can be 
directed to Heidi Jeldres at 
978-989-5736.

WARE – The Recovery 
Center of HOPE’s third an-
nual Overdose Awareness 
Candlelight Vigil will be 
held on Monday, Aug. 31 at 
Veterans Park at 6:30 p.m.

The vigil will remember 
those lost to overdose, hon-
or those impacted by over-
dose and stand together in 
hope and community.

The Recovery Center of 

HOPE will provide candles 
for the vigil, as well as pur-
ple candles to bring home 
and place in your window 
as a visible sign of overdose 
awareness. All are welcome.

There will be gathering 
beforehand at the Recovery 
Center of HOPE, 52 Main 
St., from 5:30-6:30 p.m. for 
food, soft drinks and fellow-
ship. 

International Overdose 
Awareness Day is Aug. 31

Friends of the Poor Walk to be held  on Oct. 18
STURBRIDGE – The 

St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety in Fiskdale will host 
its third annual Friends of 
the Poor Walk, on Sunday, 
Oct. 18, at noon at the Stur-
bridge common during the 
harvest fest. 

Proceeds from the fund-
raiser will go toward sup-
porting local individuals 
and families in need across 

Brimfield, Brookfield, Hol-
land, Sturbridge, Wales and 
other nearby towns. 

The St. Vincent de Paul 
Society in Fiskdale pro-
vides practical assistance 
throughout the year, in-
cluding emergency housing, 
rental and utility help, food, 
clothing and other essential 
needs – serving people of 
all backgrounds and faiths.

The Fiskdale conference 
raises funds through par-
ish poor boxes, public do-
nations and events such as 
this one. 

The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul operates in 153 
countries, with more than 
4,000 local conferences, 
and is run entirely by vol-
unteer members committed 
to tackling poverty in all its 

forms. 
Residents are encour-

aged to come to the harvest 
fest and join the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society in the walk 
for their neighbors in need.

For more information 
contact svdpfiskdalepr@
gmail.com. To make a do-
nation, visit svdpfiskdale.
org and click on the “Do-
nate” button.

Michael Pillsbury celebrates 
35 years as funeral director

M i c h a e l 
Pillsbury, Di-
rector, of Pill-
sbury Funer-
al Homes in 
North Brook-
field, Brook-
field, Barre and 
Spencer, cele-
brates 35 years 
as a licensed 
Massachusetts 
Funeral Director.

Together with his wife 
Michelle, Pillsbury owns 
and operates the four fam-
ily-run funeral homes, con-
tinuing a proud tradition of 
service that began over 60 
years ago. 

The Pillsbury’s have ded-
icated their lives to provid-

ing compassionate, 
professional care to 
families throughout 
Central Massachu-
setts, upholding the 
values of dignity, re-
spect and community 
that define the Pills-
bury name.

Michael and Mi-
chelle are the proud 
parents of five chil-

dren: Kory, Katelyn, Mi-
chael Jr., Colin and Con-
nor, and are deeply grateful 
to the many families, who 
have placed their trust in 
Pillsbury Funeral Homes 
over the years, as well as to 
their devoted staff  for their 
continued commitment and 
care.

Michael Pillsbury

Vendors wanted for Flea 
Market on the common

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of 
West Brookfield, UCC, 
36 North Main St., has 
been hosting their Flea 
Market on the town com-
mon for more than 50 
years. 

This year the Flea 
Market will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (vendor 
check-in 6:30-8:30 a.m.). 
Sellers of all kinds are 
welcome – flea folk, an-
tique dealers, crafters, 

product vendors and 
those emptying out base-
ments and attics. No food 
vendors, please. 

Spaces are available 
for $40 for a 20 x 20 
grassy spot. Vendors 
must bring their own ta-
bles and tents. 

The church will spon-
sor a food tent with 
grilled food, cold drinks 
and sweet treats. Email 
to fccofwbfleamarket@
gmail.com for an applica-
tion or call Karen at 508-
801-7692.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – North Brookfield 
Parks and Recreation, in 
conjunction with North 
Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil, will be hosting Concerts 
on the Common this sum-
mer season.  

A Mass Cultural Council 
grant is making these con-
certs possible for all resi-
dents to enjoy.   

The final concert will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 29 
from 3-5 p.m. with the Su-
perchargers, a fun rock and 

roll band.   
This concert is free and 

food will be available for 
purchase, but folks are wel-
come to bring their own.    

Feel free to bring chairs, 
blankets, bug spray and sun-
screen – whatever makes 
you comfortable.  

The playground is right 
on the common, located 
on Grove Street in town. 
There will also be games for 
families to enjoy and some 
surprise craft tables during 
some concerts.

Final ‘Concerts on the Common’ 
performance will be Aug. 29

Sunoco to host Spencer’s Bravest 
Family Fun Day on August 30

SPENCER – Support 
local firefighters and police 
officers at Spencer’s Bravest 
Family Fun Day on Sunday, 
Aug. 30 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at Sunoco, 73 West Main St.

There will be hot dogs, 
hamburgers, a lemonade 
stand, face painting, tem-

porary tattoos, raffles, local 
vendors, games and more.

Bring your family, 
friends, and neighbors for a 
day of fun, community and 
giving. All proceeds from 
this event will go to support 
Spencer firefighters and po-
lice officers.Remember to recycle this newspaper
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Con-
tinuing to celebrate America 
250, Old Sturbridge Village 
hosted Summer, Sounds, & 
Sparks on Aug, 15. 

The event featured food, 
drinks, games and crafts 
for families to enjoy as they 
traveled to the countryside 
of the village for the main 
festivities. 

For the first time in over 
10 years, Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage reintroduced fireworks 
as 2026 marked a special 
year for not only the village, 
but the entire U.S. 

The event began with a 
performance of the Nation-
al Anthem by the Old Stur-
bridge Village Singers with 
Thomas Hopkins conduct-
ing. 

The next performance 
was by Songs of Liberty. The 
Minuteman for the Songs of 
Liberty, James Perlas, came 
up to talk about how many 
revolutionary songs carried 
through the area during the 
time of the American Revo-
lution. 

The group began by 
performing “The Liberty 
Song”, originally written 
in 1768 by John Dickinson, 
who set out to reflect on the 

political strife caused by the 
Townshend Acts of 1767. 
Dickinson later joined the 
Pennsylvania Militia during 
the Revolutionary War. 

The Songs of Liber-
ty highlighted the saying, 
“United we stand, by divid-
ing we fall”. 

Perlas talked about the 

history behind these patri-
otic songs and the freedom 
movement of the 1770s. 

In 1772, the notable song 
“Amazing Grace” was writ-
ten by John Newton, which 
was inspired after experienc-
ing a violent storm at sea. 

Other songs include a 
cover of “Our Town” and 

“Yankee Doodle”.  
Perlas said this song was 

originally intended to mock 
the American Colonies, but 
“ends up inspiring them.” 
The performance of “Yan-
kee Doodle” included some 
audience participation. 

The music didn’t stop 
with Songs of Liberty; next 

to perform was the Stur-
bridge Martial Band. This 
traditional drum and fife 
corps perform regularly at 
Old Sturbridge Village and 
played some patriotic tunes 
for the audience relaxing in 
the countryside. 

To bring sparks to the 
event, the Old Sturbridge 
Village Militia were set up 

in the field beyond the coun-
tryside for a cannon and 
musket demonstration. The 
Militia alternated with a se-
ries of musket fires, followed 
by cannon fire. 

The Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Singers returned to the 
stage for another perfor-
mance to honor those who 
served. 

During one of the per-
formances, veteran Darrel 
Hopkins came up to sound 
off  all the U.S. military 
branches while the Singers 
and band performed mili-
tary themed music. Hopkins 
has also been a volunteer at 
Old Sturbridge Village for 
over 25 years.  

Thomas Hopkins sang in 
honor of the late Tom Kelle-
her, a beloved member of 
the Old Sturbridge Village 
community. Kelleher served 
the village in countless roles 
for over 40 years. 

The Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Singers performed a 
song they have been playing 
at the village for 23 years, 
“America”.  

The event reached its fi-
nale with a display of fire-
works to cap off  a wonder-
ful evening of celebrating 
the nation and its 250th an-
niversary year. 

More programs at Old 
Sturbridge Village can be 
found at www.osv.org. 

Summer, Sounds, & Sparks at OSV

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The Old Sturbridge Village Singers performed during Summer, Sounds, & Sparks on Aug. 15.

James Perlas talked about the 
history behind the patriotic songs 
that are still sung to this day

Thomas Hopkins of the Old Stur-
bridge Village Singers performed 
a song as a dedication to the late 
Tom Kelleher, a beloved mem-
ber of the Old Sturbridge Village 
Community. 

Veteran Darrel Hopkins sounded off the branches of military during the 
Old Sturbridge Village Singer’s performance. The Sturbridge Martial Band is shown during its fife and drum performance. 

The Old Sturbridge Village Singers performed the National Anthem.Songs of Liberty performed revolutionary songs as Old Sturbridge Village 
continued to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the U.S. 

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

I received an email 
from a Hampden res-
ident, who sent two 
photos of Eastern 
bluebirds – one adult 
male and a fledgling.

She states, “I live in 
Hampden, for the past 
several years we have 
been blessed to have a 
pair of bluebird’s nest 
in our yard. They have 
had three broods of 
babies each year in-
cluding this year.” 

The fledgling in the 
above photo is a male. 
The photo was taken 
shortly after fledging. 
Wing feathers, wing 
coverts and tail feathers 
are essential in determin-
ing the sex of young blue-
birds. 

By day ten to eleven 
days after hatching, feath-
er colors are noticeable. 
The blue tail in males and 
gray in females become 
apparent. In the male, 
the short tail at fledging 
is bright blue. Times may 
vary but by day 13 the tail 
color is apparent. 

Both sexes have a gray 
spotted back and chest. 
They also have a white eye 
ring. 

By the time a  bluebird 
is 19 to 24 days old, the 
male has blue wing coverts 
and the female gray ones. 

At five weeks old the 
young male has blue wing 
feathers and a bright blue 
tail. The female’s prima-
ry wing feathers are blue, 
but concealed. The base 
of her tail is blue and the 
rest bluish gray. Spots are 
still present on back and 
breast. 

Young bluebirds con-
tinue to depend on their 
parents for food until six 
weeks old. Siblings tend 
to forage nearby until 
they join flocks of young 
birds. Some first brood 
birds even help raise their 
parents next brood if  their 
parents have a double 
brood season.

Between July and Oc-
tober young birds begin 
to replace their juvenile 
plumage. Blue and brick 
red feathers begin to ap-
pear. By mid to late Oc-
tober all juveniles finish 
molting  into their first 
adult plumage. 

Leucistic crow
I met a New Braintree 

resident at the Oakham 

Post Office this week. He 
said he saw a crow with 
one white wing. Leucistic 
birds are birds that have 
abnormal plumage color-
ation due to a genetic mu-
tation that causes a partial 
loss of pigmentation. 

They may have washed 
out feathers or blotches of 
white feathers. While rare, 
they are found in many 
bird species around the 
world.

Whippoorwills
A Brimfield resident 

emailed, “I thought you’d 
be interested to learn that 
I still have several whip-
poorwills calling at dusk 
in the lower Haynes Hill/
Paige Hill area of Brim-
field.”

She stated, “I’ve only 
lived here four years, but 
they are here every year!. 
They start calling about 
8:30 p.m.”

She stated, “My grand-
parents owned a house that 
bordered Reedy Meadow 
in Lynnfield. We heard 
Whippoorwills there. So 
cool to have them calling 
from my front and back 
yards at the same time.”

While on vacation as 
a child on Lake Winnis-
quam, my dad, brother 
and I would hear them 
calling while fishing for 
horn pout at night. I used 
to hear them in Oakham, 
but I not heard one in 
years.

Owls hooting
I do hear barred owls 

hooting back and forth 
at night. Sometimes they 
are quite loud and can be 
heard even with the win-
dows closed.

 
Juvenile red-tailed hawk

I received an email from 
a reader who saw a juve-
nile red-tailed hawk in her 
front yard. She stated, “It 
was quite beautiful. It had 
a small rodent for its din-
ner. It was really close to 
my front door, I’ve never 
seen a hawk so close to 
me.” 

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

The fledgling male Eastern 
bluebird blends in with the 
ground cover. Blue feathers are 
visible. 

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH FREDERICK
This adult male Eastern bluebird is 
seen at the entrance of a bluebird 
house checking on his brood.

Preservation questions are 
popular this time of year

We were bitten by Medicare’s IRMAA this 
year; What should I so? 

Dear Rusty: 
My wife and I file 

our taxes jointly. 
In 2024, I took 

an IRA Required 
Minimum Distribu-
tion, which was sig-
nificantly more than I was 
required to take. 

My Medicare premiums 
were not affected in 2025 
and our Social Security 
payments were not reduced. 
Then, our joint filing in 
2025 kept us below the IRS’ 
“Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income level. Yet in 2026 
our Medicare payments 
increased and our Social 

Security payments were re-
duced. 

If  my MAGI is below the 
maximum for 2025, will my 
regular SS payments/Medi-
care reductions be restored 
in 2027? Is there any action 
I need to take to ensure 
this will happen or will our 
Medicare payments and re-
duced SS payments be our 
new norm? 

Signed: Worried Retiree

Dear Worried Re-
tiree: 

FYI, your Medi-
care premiums in 
2026 were affected 
by the large RMD 

you took in 2024, which 
caused a Medicare provision 
known as the “Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment 
Amount ” to apply for 2026. 

When determining the 
Medicare Part B premium 
for next year (each fall), 
Medicare uses the income 
you reported to the IRS 

SOCIAL SECURITY
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PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone news 
for the Quaboag Current, please email pouimette@turley.com.

Dawn, who gardens in 
Tolland, asked a few ques-
tions of the Garden Lady 
this past week.  

You see, this is the first 
year in three years that 
Dawn has a had a produc-
tive garden. Her former 
garden was too far from the 
house to be tended. It was 
tricky to irrigate and ani-
mals often found their way 
through or under the 
fence. 

Dawn’s hard work 
ended up being a 
hearty meal for wood-
chucks and more. 
Now, with raised beds 
close to her house, she 
is grateful for a bountiful 
harvest. 

First, she wanted to be 
reminded how to roast to-
matoes.

I enjoy roasting my cher-
ry tomatoes; it’s a great way 
to use them up when they 
produce like gangbusters. 

Depending on the size, 
I either cut them in half  or 
quarters and put them no 
more than two rows deep 
in a roasting pan. I sprinkle 
a teaspoon or two of extra 
virgin olive oil over the to-
matoes and then I add half  
an onion and two-three 
cloves of garlic.  

After mixing all the in-
gredients together, I bake 
at 400 degrees for about an 
hour, stirring midway. You 
know when it is done when 
the skins pucker and there is 
very little liquid left.  Now 
you can either eat it this way, 
say over pasta or rice, or you 
can zip it up with a few ba-
sil leaves and you have made 
your own sauce.  

No need to de-seed or re-
move the skins. Just think, 
all that added fiber and 
goodness, with less work to 
boot!  

You can tailor your 
roasting to suite your own 
taste buds as well. Some 
folks add chopped peppers 
or eggplant. 

Certainly you can use any 
type of tomato, too and add 
additional herbs or spices.

Speaking of peppers,  
Dawn also wanted to know 

how to roast peppers. It’s a 
little different from toma-
toes.  

Peppers roast best when 
they are fully ripe – i.e., 
when they have changed col-
or. I have mentioned it be-
fore, but my favorite roast-
ing pepper is “Carmen,” a 
long bell pepper with thick 
walls.  

Simply wash the fruits 
and position them whole 
in a single layer under the 
broiler, turning frequent-
ly until they bubble up and 
char slightly. This can also 
be accomplished on a gas 
grill or as my husband will 
attest, over the flame of 
your kitchen gas stove.  

Once charred, place them 
in a paper bag or covered 
container. The steam will 
soften the skin to the point 
it can be rubbed off, reveal-
ing yummy, thick flesh.  

Pull off  the stem and re-
move the seeds and voila! 
Roasted red peppers are 
yours to freeze.  

I just blot mine dry and 
put them in single servings 
in plastic freezer bags. The 
fruit is easily thawed by 
placing the bag into a shal-
low basin of water; likewise, 
you can pop the pepper 
popsicle on to a plate and 
let it thaw in the fridge.  

Roasted peppers are fan-
tastic on homemade pizza 
or blended into hummus. 

I shared with Dawn that 
I was making pickles. She 
went on to say that hers nev-
er turn out well, so I texted 
her a copy of a recipe given 
to me by a dear coworker 
over 20 years ago. I am still 
making them.  

I’m not sure who origi-
nally gave Ron the recipe, 
but here it is for anyone 
wanting to use up an abun-

dance of cucumbers. I’ve 
made it with full size cukes 
as well as picklers.  

I would recommend that 
you fill your canning jars, be 
it quart or half  gallon, with 

the cucumbers first. 
They can be packed 

tightly.  
Then, add plain 

water to the jar all 
the way to the rim. 

Dump the water out into a 
large measuring cup to see 

just how much liquid you 
need.  

Then you can adjust the 
other ingredients to the ra-
tio in the recipe.  I learned 
this trick the hard way after 
wasting ingredients because 
I didn’t need quite a double 
recipe.

Ron’s Pickle Recipe
Ingredients:
14-16 cucumbers
8 teaspoons pickling 

spice
6 dill tops
6 cloves garlic
2 teaspoons sugar
4 tablespoons Kosher salt
1 cup vinegar
5 cups water
Instructions:

Combine all ingredients 
into canning jars. Shake 
and leave on counter for 36 
hours. Refrigerate for two 
days before eating. Will 
keep in the fridge for a few 
months although the flavor 
will intensify with storage.

Enjoy the harvest as 
much as Dawn is!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 
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The golf  tournament is 
one of three major events 
the Lions Club puts on ev-
ery year. The club also hosts 
an annual ice fishing derby, 
and a $10,000 raffle. 

The top three teams in 
the golf  tournament re-
ceived prizes and there was 
also a closest to the pin 
competition and a skins 
competition. 

Taking first place with a 
score of -11 was the team of 
John Wheeler, Dan Gagne, 
Ryan Metterville and Ryan 
Seilis; second place with a 
score of -10 was Kevin Ko-
kansky, Mark Bengston, 
Matt Baronoski and Dave 
Earle; and third place with a 
score of -9 was Dave Brown, 
Doug Brown, Dennis Trela 
and Tom Emery.

To wrap up the tourna-
ment all the participants 
and club members enjoyed 
a chicken dinner, featuring 
corn on the cob and a baked 
potato. 

Glenn Waugh has been 
a Lion for 50 years and has 
been playing in the annu-
al golf  tournament for 40 
years. 

“I’ve never won, never 
came in last,” Waugh said. 
“It’s a lot of fun.” 

Waugh says the Lions 
Club raises around $40,000 
per year during their three 

big events, including the an-
nual golf  tournament. All 
the funds raised go back to 
the communities they sup-
port. 

The Lions also contrib-
ute to several major causes 
such as the Massachusetts 
Lions Eye Research Fund, 
the District 33A Sight and 
Hearing Fund, and the 
Lions Club International 
Foundation. In addition to 
local support, the Lions also 
support efforts on a global 
scale. 

Lions Clubs Internation-
al Foundation Coordinator 
Bill Cass attended the annu-
al golf  tournament and is a 

past president of the Brook-
fields Lions Club. 

Cass talked about the an-
nual awards that recognize 
the outstanding work done 
by Lion members.

The Lions Club District 
33A Joseph J. Camarda Fel-
lowship is a prestigious rec-
ognition awarded to individ-
uals. The award goes to Lion 
members and non-members 
who make significant contri-
butions to sight and hearing 
initiatives within Massachu-
setts.

There is also the Melvin 
Jones Fellowship, named 
after the founder of Lions 
Clubs International, who 

helped organize the Lions 
out in Chicago where he was 
a respected businessman. 

The golf  tournament 
was supported by numerous 
sponsors throughout the 
communities. The tourna-
ment sponsors included the 
American Legion Post 41 
in North Brookfield, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank, 
308 Lakeside, Howe Lum-
ber, Cuddy Insurance Agen-
cy, Stone & Lime Imports 
Inc., Country Auto & Tire 
Center and many others. 

For more information 
about Brookfields Lions 
Club, visit www.brookfield-
slionsclub.org.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
FROM PAGE 1

Golfers checked in before tee time. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Golfers warmed up before taking to their carts.

Quail Hollow Country Club has been the host of the annual Brookfield 
Lions Club Golf Tournament for the last 10 years. 

co-op would increase if  this 
was implemented, so the Se-
lect Board voted to have no 
residential discount. 

The board also voted to 
have no small commercial 
discount. 

DPW report
DPW Director Heath-

er Blakeley said in the past 
two months, there were 
two sinkholes and a water 
main break along with some 
washouts. The department 
is doing their roadside mow-
ing and street sweeping and 
catch basin cleaning, along 
with preparing for various 
paving projects. 

Blakeley also presented 
three options to purchase 
snow equipment, as the an-
nual town meeting approved 
$250,000 to go toward it. 
The options were a 2025 
trackless MT7 machine for 
$224,700, a 2026 Wacker 
Neuson wheel loader for 
$135,721 and a Ventrac for 
$73,620. 

Blakeley said one of the 
priorities of this purchase 
was sidewalk clearing, as the 
DPW currently uses a John 
Deere small tractor. 

She said each of the op-

tions has its benefits, and 
the MT7 is made specifically 
for sidewalks. The Ventrac 
can have accessories like a 
blower put on it, and can be 
used at other times of the 
year for landscaping. 

Blakeley said it can po-
tentially be used for brine 
spreading as well. 

The Select Board voted 
to approve the purchase of 
the Ventrac with any nec-
essary attachments up to 
$100,000. Town Adminis-
trator Robin Grimm said 
the rest of the money will 
roll back into free cash, and 
can be approved for another 
capital purchase at a town 
meeting.

Water/Sewer report
Water and Sewer Super-

intendent Shane Moody 
said the plants are running 
well, and they are currently 
in drought status two, and if  
it progresses to status three, 
there will be restrictions. 

Moody said status is de-
termined by the cubic feet 
per second of a dam in 
town, and if  it gets below 
18 per second, the designa-
tion will be status three. The 
measurement on Aug. 17 
was 23.5 cubic feet per sec-
ond. 

Moody said there is a 

cleaning of the tank on 
Fiske Hill Road coming. 

Moody also said the  
per-and-Polyflouroalkyl 
substance measurement, 
or PFAS, in well one is at 
its limit, so the department 
will try to back off  of well 
one and bring more water 
from the good sources to see 
how it mixes. Moody said he 
wants to see the results with 
three filters, and in the worst 
case scenario, they would 
have to implement PFAS 
treatment into a new waste-
water plant. 

Conservation report
Conservation Agent 

Lauren Vivier said there is 
a new administrative assis-
tant in the department, Lori 
Williams. She also said the 
Conservation Commission 
has five members, but there 
are two vacancies for alter-
nate spots. 

There were 14 regular 
meetings and five special 
meetings in the last fiscal 
year, and there were 157 
permits issued. There were 
three enforcement orders, 
two notices of violations 
and one cease and desist. 

Vivier said increased ed-
ucation and relationships 
should reduce those instanc-
es.

Some things the commis-
sion has worked on include 
an open space and recre-
ation plan, which Vivier 
said they are working to im-
plement, and master plans 
for parcels on Douty Road 
and Plimpton Community 
Forest. 

There was a survey of 
Fiske Hill done and a draft 
for stewardship grant sub-
mitted for Leadmine Road.

The commission hosted 
some seminars including 
Your Land, Your Legacy 
and Simple Steps, Big Im-
pacts, along with imple-
menting a new mascot, Chip 
the Beaver for educational 
outreach for younger gener-
ations. 

Vivier said there was a 
Great Sturbridge Pumpkin 
Walk with many families 
last year, and one will be 
held on Oct. 23 this year. 

Vivier said some focuses 
are on lake stewardship and 
monitoring, including at Big 
Alum Lake. 

The commission has 
worked on a hazard mitiga-
tion plan, and are working 
to keep forests healthy and 
water quality high. She said 
there is not one lake without 
aquatic invasives or algae 
blooms.

There were also items 
voted on related to conser-
vation, including an agree-
ment with Geosyntec Con-
sultants to do a limnological 
study at Big Alum Lake for 
$20,000, an agreement with 
Wilcox and Barton Inc. to 
draft and submit an appli-
cation for a 604 (b), or wa-
tershed study grant, and a 
letter of support from the 
board on behalf  of the Con-
servation Commission for a 
water quality management 
planning grant application 
to conduct a watershed 
study at Cedar Lake. 

The Select Board ap-
proved all three items.

Contracts
The Select Board ap-

proved the spending of 
$58,900 from funds appro-
priated at the annual town 
meeting for a water quality 
and treatment alternatives 
analysis for wells one, three 
and five, with the town ad-
ministrator conducting the 
professional services agree-
ment with Tighe & Bond. 

The board also approved 
a contract with McClure 
Engineering Inc. for $30,000 
to do engineering design 
services for a Church Street 
water tank utility shed proj-
ect, which was appropriated 

at the FY 24 annual town 
meeting. 

The board also signed the 
collective bargaining agree-
ment with the Sturbridge 
Police Association.

Appointments
The board appointed 

Alex Perron to the Design 
Review Committee, and re-
appointed Debra Schiro to 
the Monuments, Memori-
als and Markers Committee 
and Laurance Morrison to 
the Personnel Classification 
and Policy Committee.

Other business
The board approved the 

Aug. 3 meeting minutes, and 
a one day liquor license for 
Altruist Brewing Compa-
ny, who will be serving at 
the town bonfire on Sept. 
5. There is also a pickleball 
tournament coming up on 
Sept. 25. 

A representative from 
Trinity Solar was approved 
to do door-to-door sales 
through the end of Decem-
ber. 

Sept.  1 state primary 
voting will be at the Stur-
bridge Host Hotel from 6:30 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

STURBRIDGE
FROM PAGE 1
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. A vast desert in 

Africa
  7. Reciprocal of a 

sine
 10. Type of phone
 12. Biblical figure
 13. One who 

renounces a 
religious belief

 14. Warren and 
Monroe are two

 15. Wild ox
 16. Dismounted a 

horse
 17. Cave dweller
 18. Where infants 

sleep
 19. Popular type of 

shoe
 21. Clumsy large 

person
 22. Evil-like
 27. Integrated circuit

 28. Austin-based 
athlete

 33. Postscript
 34. Follows 18
 36. People of Gambia
 37. Popular actor 

Nicolas
 38. Platform for a 

lectern
 39. Taxi
 40. American 

songwriter Sammy
 41. Iranian city
 44. Heavy clubs
 45. One who is 

expelled
 48. In bed
 49. Lifelessness
 50. Former CIA
 51. Most slick

CLUES DOWN
  1. Slovenly person
  2. In addition

  3. Hovels
  4. Pie _ __ mode
  5. Subway rodent
  6. They __
  7. Indigenous S. 

American people
  8. Fine sand
  9. Central nervous 

system
 10. Nightclub 

entertainment
 11. The perfect 

example of 
something

 12. Supreme Islamic 
leader

 14. Pain
 17. Binary-coded 

decimal
 18. Projecting corner 

of an angle
 20. “Succession” 

actor Brian
 23. Dinner table decor

 24. Ancient settlement 
in modern Turkey

 25. You can call Paul 
Simon this

 26. Opposite of a pro
 29. Atomic #28
 30. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
 31. Arrives at
 32. Nullifies
 35. Bird’s beak
 36. Partner to 

“oohed”
 38. Ray-finned fishes
 40. Taxis
 41. Sat on and 

controlled
 42. Sea eagles
 43. Remain as-is
 44. Chinese 

revolutionary
 45. Tooth caregiver
 46. Snakelike fish
 47. Compensate

Veterans Day Salute
Quaboag Current ~ November 5, 2026

Quaboag Current will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Quaboag Current, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

ed taking pictures of them 
and wanted to know what I 
was taking pictures of.” 

Lipton, who spent years 
conducting biology field 
work with birds around 
the country, including in 
Massachusetts, California, 
Rhode Island and Utah, fo-
cuses on making his artwork 
as accurate as possible.

“I focus mostly on sci-
entific aspects of birds,” he 
said. “I try to keep my stuff  
as true to the subject as pos-
sible, based on real-life ob-
servations and photos I’ve 
taken… I strive for accuracy 
and people really appreciate 
that”

“Avian Obsession” will 
feature close to a dozen of 
Lipton’s watercolor and 
graphite works of birds he 
has observed – mostly found 
in Worcester County. 

Lipton has also hand-
made all of his work’s 
frames from wood and mat-
ted and framed them him-
self. 

“That’s been a big proj-
ect,” he said. 

In addition to watercolor 

and graphite, Lipton creates 
visual art on his iPad and 
makes postcards and greet-
ing cards. His cards can be 
found at Joy of Beans, locat-
ed adjacent to West Brook-
field Art & Frame Gallery at 
12 East Main St. 

Lipton and his partner 
began frequenting Joy of 

Beans a few years ago, and 
it is now part of their regu-
lar Saturday routine. 

He also held a small art 
show at the coffee shop, 
where his talent was recog-
nized by gallery owner Re-
becca Fay, who invited him 
to be a guest artist at West 
Brookfield Art & Frame 

Gallery for the month of 
September.

Lipton can be found sell-
ing his cards throughout 
eastern and central Mas-
sachusetts, and will be fea-
tured at the North Quabbin 
Garlic & Arts Festival on 
Sept. 26-27 at Forsters Farm 
in Orange. 

One of the watercolor 
paintings featured in “Avi-
an Obsession” is of several 
northern pintails and green-
winged teals he observed 
in a flooded field at Bolton 
Flats. 

Lipton said this was one 
of the first big paintings 
where he really “leaned 
into” creating it based off  
the experience and not just 
a single photo – a direction 
he wants to continue with 
his watercolors.

“It was half  from memo-
ry and half  from some bad 
quality photos I took,” he 
said.

When asked about his 
love of birds, Lipton said he 
has a great respect for birds 
that are often overlooked.

“I really like underrep-
resented and not really col-
orful things,” he said. “I 
really love sparrows and 

shorebirds…mostly the 
birds with unique and cryp-
tic patterning – the ones 
that are a big identification 
struggle.”

Upcoming events at 
the gallery

Upcoming shows at the 
gallery include a fine art 
benefit auction on Friday, 
Oct. 2 from 5-7 p.m. with 
proceeds going to the Shar-
ing Cupboard food bank in 
West Brookfield. Artists will 
be donating their works for 
a silent auction. 

A special “The State of 
our Union” show will be 
held and is open to anyone. 
An opening reception will 
be held on Friday, Nov. 6 
from 5-7 p.m. 

The public is encouraged 
to submit a piece of work. 
All entries will be hung un-
less they are inappropriate 
for children. 

Artwork must meet the 
following requirements: the 
theme of the art is “The 
State of our Union;” the for-
mat is six inches by six inch-
es; and the artwork must be 
mailed to West Brookfield 
Art & Frame Gallery, P.O. 
Box 102, West Brookfield, 

MA 01585 or dropped off  
at the gallery during open 
hours before Oct. 30. 

Artists can use any medi-
um of their choosing. 

Gallery owner Fay said, 
“You don’t have to be an 
‘artist’ or an adult to partic-
ipate, and it doesn’t matter 
what you like or don’t like. 
All work submitted will be 
respected.”

The “Tiny Works Holi-
day Group Show” will close 
out the year with a reception 
on Friday, Dec. 4 from 5-7 
p.m. This annual show fea-
tures small works by gallery 
artists just in time for the 
holiday gift giving season. 

About the gallery
For more information 

and a complete listing of 
gallery happenings, call the 
gallery at 508-753-8604, 
email yafacceber@hot-
mail.com, visit westbrook-
fieldartandframe.com or 
stop by the gallery during 
open hours, Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sunday from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.

AVIAN OBSESSION
FROM PAGE 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Evan Lipton created his own frames for his artwork made of purple-
heart, red oak and black walnut. 

“There is a definite need 
for people to go into these 
Career Pathways and again, 
we want to set up our stu-
dents for success,” he said.

McCormick said the 
school district received a 
$15,000 support grant for 
this program, and he ex-
pects to phase it in for the 
2027-2028 school year.

He said they have also 
received a $50,000 grant 
for an Advanced Manufac-
turing Pathway, which just 
concluded its first year with 
“great success.”

McCormick said this 
grant will offset some sala-
ries and supplies. 

He said the school dis-
trict is using a new student 
information system called 
School Insights. He said in-
formation will be sent out 
to families to register their 
students.

McCormick said the 

school district is also 
launching a new website.

First day of school
Kindergarten open house 

will be held Monday, Sept. 1 
and the first day of school 
for students in grades K-12 
is Tuesday, Sept. 2. The first 
day of preschool is Tuesday, 
Sept. 8.

Administrators’ reports
High School Principal 

Brian Beck recognized se-
nior Taylor Harris for clean-
ing and organizing the care 
closet at the school. 

Beck said the high school 
daily bell schedule will run 
Monday through Friday, in-
stead of on a rotating sched-
ule. He said this change 
came from staff  and student 
feedback.

He said Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays are 
the same schedule and Tues-
days and Thursdays will 
have rotation.

Elementary Principal Ar-

thur Murphy said the school 
library received an update 
over the summer. He said 
the books were organized 
and new furniture was add-
ed.

The library will also be 
home to the school’s Star 
Bucks store, where students 
can receive rewards for posi-
tive behavior. 

Director of Student Ser-
vices Dr. Michael Baldas-
sarre said the school district 
receives clinical services and 
social emotional support 
from clinicians through 
the Behavioral Health Net-
work. He said a new mem-
orandum of understanding 
has been signed and this 
should help to ensure more 
consistent staffing for the 
students.

Baldassarre said 34 staff  
members have now been 
trained in Therapeutic Cri-
sis Intervention for Schools. 
He said Murphy will be-
come a TCI trainer, autho-
rized by Cornell University.

“It’s not just a system of 
intervention, it’s a system 
that was designed to create 
a culture in a school that 
provides staff  with com-
mon language, common 
understanding and common 
methodology,” he said.

Baldassarre said the first 
Special Education Parent 
Advisory Council meeting 
will be held virtually on 
Sept. 17 at 6 p.m. He said 
the SEPAC is now a mem-
ber of the state organiza-
tion, MassPAC. 

The school district was 
awarded a 240 grant in the 
amount of $136,740. Other 
special education grants the 
school district is expected 
to receive include: Title I, 
$100,005; Title II, $14,308; 
Title III (in partnership with 
Tantasqua Regional School 
District), $2,055; and Title 
IV, $10,000.

Recognition
McCormick recognized 

Sophia Giangrande and 

Emily Litchfield, recent 
graduates from the high 
school, who worked as 
paraprofessionals with the 
school district this summer.

“It was a great oppor-
tunity for both of them,” 
McCormick said. “We were 
very excited to have both of 
them involved in the pro-
gramming.”

McCormick also recog-
nized Facilities Director Joe 
Holway for his leadership 
and building a “high-func-
tioning team.”

Public participation
Margaret Hanson recog-

nized students who planted 
a tree on Aug. 5 in honor 
of late teacher, Damian 
Sarrette. The students orga-
nized the tree planting prior 
to leaving for college.

“I just want to thank 
them for making the time to 
do that and honor him that 
way,” she said. 

School Committee goals

The School Committee 
members shared ideas for 
the committee’s goals for 
the 2026-2027 academic 
year. The committee will se-
lect its goals at its Septem-
ber meeting.

Ideas for goals includ-
ed re-evaluating tuition 
agreements with other 
school districts, focusing 
on North Brookfield Pub-
lic Schools as a standalone 
district, educational goals 
and superintendent/ad-
ministrator goals.

Student handbook approval
The School Committee 

voted to accept the student 
handbook as presented. 

Beck said changes to the 
handbook include the new 
bell schedule, new Nation-
al Honor Society bylaws, 
alternatives to suspensions 
and more. 

A new cell phone policy 
will be reviewed and adopt-
ed prior to the start of the 
school year.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 1
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Committee 
announces 
next Hall 
induction

BARRE – Tickets for the 
11th Quabbin Regional Athlet-
ic Hall of Fame Induction are 
now available for the Nov. 7 
ceremony to be held at Teresa’s 
Restaurant, 315 Palmer Road, 
Ware, MA. 

A social hour will begin at 
5 p.m. with dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by the induction cer-
emony.  

Seven individuals and a pair 
of championship teams will be 
honored.  Dating back to the 
first induction in 2002, this will 
bring the total number of indi-
vidual inductees to 72 in addi-
tion to 11 teams.

The induction class includes 
Louis Panaccione ’75, Eugene 
Rich ‘95, Matthew Brunelle ’08, 
Stephany Halfrey ’15, Thadde-
us J. Gumula Contributor and 
Athletic Director, Coach Cher-
yl Adams, Coach Debra Spi-SUBMITTED PHOTO

Last month, the Quabbin Area Little League baseball all-stars celebrated winning their district championship. The team, shown here at Felton Park, entered the state 
tournament was defeated twice to be eliminated from further contention. In the Little League World Series this year, Massachusetts was actually represented in 
Williamsport, PA by a team from Bridgewater.

Quabbin Little League raises banner

Teddy Bear Pools takes playoff 
title in Tri-County

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

T H O R N D I K E — Fo r 
the first time since 2012, the 
Tri‑County League cham-
pionship title belongs to a 
baseball team other than 
PeoplesBank.

The third-seeded Teddy 
Bear Pools & Spas ended 
the second‑seeded Peoples-
Bank twelve year dynasty 
after sweeping the best of 
three semifinal series. Ted-
dy Bear then captured the 
championship trophy for 
the first time since the 1980’s 
with an 8-4 victory over 
the top-seeded St. Joseph’s 
Saints in last Sunday’s night 
decisive game three held at 
St. Joe’s Park in Thorndike.

“Before the start of the 

regular season, I thought we 
had the most talented team 
in this league,” said Teddy 
Bear player/manager Ryan 
Magni. “We have a couple 
of outstanding college base-
ball players on our roster, 
which made the biggest dif-
ference. It does feel great to 
win the championship title, 
but I do have a lot of respect 
for St. Joe’s.”

Ryan Magni played for 
St. Joe’s for eight years be-
fore switching sides a couple 
of years ago. His younger 
brother, Brandon, was the 
St. Joe’s starting first base-
man in game three.

Ryan Magni started the 
game in centerfield before 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Teddy Bear Pools becomes the first new playoff champions in more than a decade

Jacob Hayes fires over to first.

Brendan Fournier fires a pitch 
home.Alex Gochinski takes a swing.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
The Orioles are the 2026 Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball League champions.

WILBRAHAM – On 
Saturday, Aug. 15 at Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham, the 
Orioles defeated the An-
gels 15-8 in the champi-
onship game. The Orioles 
were propelled by nine 
runs in the first two in-
nings. While the Angels 
would manage some of-
fense later in the game, it 
was not enough to come all 

the way back in the match-
up. The Angels were this 
year’s pennant winners, 
taking first place with an 
11-4 record. The Orioles 
won the championship for 
the second year in the row. 
They defeated the Twins in 
last year’s championship 
game.

Orioles repeat as Valley 
Wheel champions

Sam Maxwell makes a back-
hand play.

The Angels’ 
Tom Cygan 
swings and 

connect.

Andy Roland fires a pitch for the Angels.
Mike Burgos delivers a pitch for the Ori-
oles

See HALL OF FAME 
 PAGE 8

See TRI-COUNTY
 PAGE 8
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USDA INSP. 

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................

USDA INSP. 

ROAST BEEF ..................................

USDA INSP. FRESH SMOKED
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .................. 

$299
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/27/26-9/2/268/27/26-9/2/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN WILD CAUGHT

SNOWCRAB
CLUSTERS ....................................  

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SHRIMP TOAST  .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN GEN BAKE

POWDERED DONUT 
HOLES 14 OZ .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 LB. BAG ........

lb

$222
lb

lb

lb

lb
$335

$399

$177

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

$209
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$528
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$599

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ...............

$299

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$444
lb

lb
$599

BEEF CHUCK 
      ROAST 
    or STEAK

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$999

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$149

22/$500

nelli, 1979 Field Hockey 
Team and 1998-99 Boys 
Varsity Basketball Team.

Tickets are $50 and 
may be obtained by call-
ing Hall of Fame Chair-
man Ted Gumula at (413) 
348-0414 or through the 
mail by contacting: Quab-
bin Regional Athletic Hall 
of Fame, P.O. Box 874 
Barre, MA 01005.

The last date to pur-
chase tickets will be Oct. 
23.  All checks must be 
payable to Quabbin Re-
gional School District.

HALL OF FAME
FROM PAGE 7

replacing righthander Bren-
dan Fournier on the mound 
in the bottom of the seventh 
inning.

St. Joe’s scored two runs 
against the righthander in 
their final at-bats. The game 
came to an end when Bran-
don Magni hit a ground 
ball to the second baseman 
against his older brother.

“I’ve faced my brother 
many times over the years,” 
Ryan Magni said. “I didn’t 
have my best stuff  tonight, 
but I didn’t make it very 
easy for him.”

St. Joe’s, who lost to 
Peoplesbank in last year’s 
championship series, was 
looking to win the TCL title 
for the first time since 2006.

“They just capitalized 
on our mistakes in tonight’s 
game,” said St. Joe’s man-
ager Paul Marcinek. “It 
would’ve been nice if  we 
could’ve scored a few more 
runs. We did win the regular 
season championship with 
a 16-4 record, and we have 
nothing to be disappointed 
about.”

Marcinek was assisted by 
Brian Hayes this season.

With one-out in the top 
of the first inning, Teddy 
Bear had runners on first 

and third when right field-
er Willie Landman hit a 
ground ball up the middle. 
St Joe’s shortstop Jacob 
Hayes made an outstanding 
diving stop before tagging 
second base and throwing a 
strike to Magni completing 
the inning ending double 
play.    

Jacob Hayes, who’s a 
member of the UMass 
Dartmouth baseball team 
along with his brother 
Jackson, belted a double to 
right center leading off  the 
bottom half  of the open-
ing frame. Brandon Magni 
followed with a groundball 
single into left field putting 
runners at the corners. St. 

Joe’s took a 1-0 lead when 
centerfielder Pat Fitzgib-
bons hit a blooper just out 
of the second baseman’s 
reach which scored Hayes. 
Magni also crossed the plate 
following a throwing error 
by the catcher.

Fournier, who graduated 
from Chicopee High School 
in 2017, retired 17 of the fi-
nal 18 St. Joe’s batters that 
he faced. St. Joe’s only base 
runner during that stretch 
was Fitzgibbons, who hit a 
triple to right field with one-
out in the sixth inning.

“I struggled in the first 
inning, but I started throw-
ing more off  speed pitches 
that kept them off balance. 

My teammates also made 
the plays behind me,” said 
Fournier, who was the win-
ning pitcher. “I’ve been 
playing in this league for al-
most ten years, and it feels 
great to finally win a cham-
pionship.” 

Teddy Bear cut the deficit 
in half  against righty Jack 
Feltovic in the third inning.

With one-out, catcher 
Mike Toth, who graduated 
from Granby High School, 
was hit-by-a-pitch. Second 
baseman Ramon Jimenez 
singled to right field putting 
runners at first and third. 
Then Landman hit a sacri-
fice fly to right.

Jimenez graduated from 
Chicopee High School be-
fore playing Division 1 
college baseball at Boston 
College and Central Con-
necticut. He was intention-
ally walked in his other 
three plate appearances.

The visiting team took 
the lead for the first time 
two innings later.

Ryan Magni and Jimenez 
reached base via walks, 
which was sandwiched be-
tween a Mike Toth flyball 
single, which loaded the 
bases with one out. Left 
fielder Josh Frometa (2-for-
3) blasted a triple to center 
giving his team a 4-2 lead.

“The bases were loaded 
and I was looking for a pitch 
to drive,” said Frometa, who 
played baseball at Chicopee 
High and A.I.C. “It was a 

huge hit at that point of the 
game, and it feels great to 
win the championship title.”

After scoring an un-
earned run in the sixth, Ted-
dy Bear scored three more 
runs in the top of the sev-
enth against lefthander re-
lief  pitcher Jackson Hayes. 
The key hit during that 
frame was a bases loaded 
double by first baseman Will 
Kennedy, who played for St. 
Joe’s several years ago. 

Teddy Bear entered the 
bottom of the seventh in-
ning holding an 8-2 advan-
tage.   

St. Joe’s DH Adam Ze-
bian drew a walk against 
Ryan Magni leading off  the 
final frame. Zebian was re-
placed at first base by pinch 
runner Adam Przybycien. 
Left fielder Ryan O’Leary 
followed with a triple to 
center scoring Przybycien. 
O’Leary scored on an infield 
hit by catcher Nate Carillon, 
who graduated from South 
Hadley High School.

Ryan Magni settled down 
and got out of the jam by 
retiring the next three bat-
ters, including his younger 
brother.

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas 
will be looking to defend 
their championship title in 
the summer of 2027, but 
challengers like St. Joe’s and 
People’sBank will be look-
ing to knock them off the 
top of the mountain.  

TRI-COUNTY
FROM PAGE 7

Nate Carrill makes a throw down to second.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Kordack returns to 
library for second 
presentation

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The East Brookfield Public 
Library continued its Cel-
ebrating America from the 
Beginning program with 
“World Turned Upside 
Down”.

Returning for this pro-
gram was East Brookfield 
resident Vincent Kordack, 
who gave a presentation at 
the library called “Road to 
Independence” back in June. 
This program was an op-
portunity for folks to learn 
about National Parks and 
how they played key roles in 
the Revolutionary War. 

Kordack has over 38 
years of experience as a 
National Park Ranger and 
was assigned to 16 of the 18 
National Parks that revolve 
around the Revolutionary 
War (1775-1783). Maps of 
some of the historic bat-
tles were provided as well 
as pamphlets of the histor-
ic parks, battlefields, and 
encampments that are pre-
served by the National Park 
Service, and U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

Kordack began by ex-
plaining how the Ameri-
can Revolution was a long, 
eight-year conflict where the 
colonies were easily divided 
by three groups. 

“Patriots, Loyalists, and 
people in between it all,” 

Kordack said. 
From his last visit, Kor-

dack recalled his sharing of 
the leadership of George 
Washington, who was not 
an experienced war general 
at the time of the war. In 
New York, Washington lost 
a total of five major battles. 

According to Kordack, 
Washington had realized 
that holding out was the key 
to victory and that is exactly 
what he did as the Colonists 
rose against British rule. As 
a general, Washington was 
credited with several victo-
ries. 

One of them was the Bat-
tle of Trenton, which was 
explained with a map pro-
vided. 

Another notable battle 
was the Battle of Princeton 
in Princeton, New Jersey 
(January 1777). This nota-
ble battle, also depicted on 
a map, explained how Wash-
ington managed to rally his 
troops for a counterattack.

When it comes to these 
National Parks, each one 
tells a story, and many are 
stories of battles. 

In Massachusetts, there’s 
Minute Man National His-
torical Park. This memo-
rable national park in the 
Commonwealth commemo-
rates the historic battle that 
igniting the beginning of the 
eight-year conflict. 

This park includes the 
towns of Lexington, Lin-
coln and Concord where the 
moments of a revolution oc-
curred. 

The park commemorates 
the events of April 19, 1775, 
from the Lexington Alarm 

to the shot heard around the 
world; the rest is history. 

Kordack also provided 
pamphlets of the Bunker 
Hill Monument as part of 
the Boston National Histor-
ical Park. 

Kordack talked about 
the Saratoga National His-
torical Park in upstate New 
York. With a map to view, 
the Battle of Saratoga in 
1777 was considered a turn-
ing point of the American 
Revolution. The American 
Forces successfully defeat-
ed and captured the British 
Army of General John Bur-
goyne, who surrendered. 

The victory of Saratoga 
not only gave the Ameri-
can Colonists a momen-
tum-building victory but 
also convinced French allies 
to support American inde-
pendence. 

This historical landmark 
and park preserve the site 
of the battle that is still dis-
cussed as a pivotal victo-
ry leading up to America’s 
eventual victory over the 
British. 

Colonial National His-
torical Park in Virginia in-

cludes the Yorktown Bat-
tlefield, which took place in 
1781. American and French 
Forces successfully defeated 
General Cornwallis’s British 
Army. 

Surrender Field can be 
walked on today by visitors 
on the very grounds where 

the British laid down their 
arms. People can also visit 
the colonial era homes that 
survived the Siege of York-
town and historic James-
town. 

More information about 
these historic parks can be 
found at www.nps.gov. 

‘World Turned Upside Down’

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The East Brookfield Public Library welcomed back Vincent Kordack for his presentation of “World Turned Upside Down”. 

Vincent Kordack explained the picture of a portrait depicting one of the historic battles during the American 
Revolution.  
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – 
Professor Konstantinos 
Andreadis of UMass Am-
herst gave a presentation on 
drought and water supplies 
last week at the Belchertown 
Town Hall.

Andreadis has been at 
UMass for nine years and 
his research focuses on hy-
drology, water resources, 
drought and climate im-
pacts. 

Many Belchertown res-
idents attended this infor-
mative presentation to learn 
about the research that has 
been done on droughts. 
Belchertown Conservation 
Administrator Julie Mey-
er welcomed everyone and 
introduced Andreadis, who 
began his presentation by 
sharing some statistics. 

There are 412 billion gal-
lons of water that make up 
the capacity of the Quabbin 
Reservoir. 

For the town of Belcher-
town, 3,300 people are on 

town water and 12,100 peo-
ple are getting their water 
from a private well. 

The main question An-
dreadis addressed was 
where the water comes 
from. There is surface water 
and groundwater, which is 
not visually seen. 

Andreadis explained that 
groundwater is not an un-
derground river or lake. 

There are two kinds of 
aquifers: sand and grav-
el and fractured bedrock. 
When it comes to the wells 
in Belchertown, Andreadis’ 
research found that around 
99% of the wells are a bed-
rock aquifer.  

The water comes from 
the cracks in the bedrock, 
but it is difficult to know 
where the cracks are. 

Andreadis presented a 
map of all the wells located 
in Belchertown. What the 
map reveals is areas where 
the bedrock is deep and ar-
eas where bedrock is closer 
to the surface. 

However, research lacks 
detail on where the cracks 
are and where the water is 
located. Drillers don’t know 
how much water is coming 
out. 

Andreadis showed a well 
chart of data collected from 
the U.S. Geology Survey 
monitoring in the neighbor-
ing town of Pelham. The 
chart shared 21 years of 
daily measurements and ex-
plained when the well fills.  

According to graph, the 

well fills from the months of 
November to April. Then it 
starts emptying from May 
to September. 

“General behavior on 
how groundwater works,” 
Andreadis said. 

Though the area had 
a decent amount of rain 
during the month of July, 
Andreadis said rain in July 
is not a deposit. Most of 
the July rain is taken by the 
trees and goes back to the 
sky. 

Based on records, An-
dreadis says the median 
depth of the water is about 
20 feet. The amount of wa-
ter a well can get depends 
on how many cracks a well 
would hit going down. 

Those who are on a well 
may have concerns of their 
well going dry. Andreadis 
presented a graph example 
if  a well went dry, which ex-
plained how some wells are 
deepened and gain access to 
more water. 

Andreadis said if  a well 
does dry it doesn’t mean 
there is no more water. 
Sometimes wells have to go 

deeper and are able to ac-
cess more cracks, which is 
where water gets in. 

Andreadis talked about 
a template for a well com-
pletion report. Folks may 
want to identify what kind 
of well they have, how deep 
it is and see where the water 
stands. 

As for water supply, An-
dreadis did a compare and 
contrast slide of different 
water supplies. 

As for who’s watching 
the water. For the 3,300 
residents in town currently 
on town water, it is being 
watched by a licensed oper-
ator. 

For the other 12,100 
residents, they are the ones 
watching the water. For 
town water, it is being treat-
ed and tested by law. For the 
others on private wells, it is 
whatever the users arrange. 

For town water, there is 
approximately 750,000 gal-
lons in the tanks. For well 
users, it is what stands in 
the well. 

Andreadis discussed 
drought, which has no 

strict definition, but it all 
starts with the lack of rain. 
Drought consists of thirsty 
lawns, burnt lawns, low riv-
ers and low wells. 

People and businesses 
feel the effects of drought 
more in recent years. The 
challenge is these versions 
of drought don’t all start 
and end together at the 
same time. 

“They don’t start togeth-
er, they don’t end together,” 
said Andreadis. 

According to studies 
with status effective on July 
2026, Massachusetts is at a 
Level 2 drought, known as 
a “significant drought.” The 
highest level of drought 
would be a Level 4, or 
“emergency drought.” 

Even though the state 
had received 4.5 to 9 inches 
of rain in July, many towns 
are still in a drought. 

Andreadis shared an-
other USGS report for rain 
fall precipitation, and it has 
shown low precipitation in 
the last few years. 

Another distinct differ-
ence in groundwater is 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
UMass Amherst professor Konstantinos Andreadis provided a presentation on drought and water supplies 
at the Belchertown Town Hall. 

Professor discusses 
drought and water supplies

- community -

Julie Meyer of the Belchertown 
Conservation Department wel-
comed the public prior to the pre-
sentation by UMass Amherst pro-
fessor Konstantinos Andreadis.

A graph example of how water wells differ in deepness, which may impact the amount of water coming in. 

Simmons 
University 2026 
Dean’s List

BOSTON – Jessica Hen-
nessey of Fiskdale and Va-
nessa Sanchez of Spencer 
were named to the 2026 
spring semester Dean’s List 
at Simmons University in 
Boston.

To qualify for Dean’s 
List status, undergradu-
ate students must obtain a 
grade point average of 3.5 
or higher, based on 12 or 
more credit hours of work 
in classes using the letter 
grade system.

Radebaugh 
named to 
President’s List at 
Plymouth State

PLYMOUTH, NH – 
Abigail Radebaugh of 
Brookfield has been named 

to the Plymouth State Uni-
versity President’s List for 
the spring 2026 semester. 

Radebaugh is major-
ing in nursing at Plymouth 
State.

To be named to the Pres-
ident’s List, a student must 
achieve a grade point av-
erage of 3.70 or better for 
the spring 2026 semester 
and must have completed at 
least 12 credit hours during 
the semester, at least nine 
of which must confer grade 
points, at the time the lists 
are finalized.

Cassandra Waugh 
named to 
President’s List

EAST HARTFORD, 
CT – Cassandra Waugh has 
earned a spot on Goodwin 
University President’s List 
for the spring 2026 session.

Waugh, a student from 
New Braintree, is one of 
306 students to make the 
President’s List, reserved 

for those who demonstrate 
exemplary academic per-
formance. Inclusion on the 
President’s List requires a 
student to earn a 4.0 GPA 
during a given academic 
session.

Megan Bokis 
named to spring 
2026 Dean’s List

BOSTON – Megan Bok-
is, of North Brookfield has 
been named to the spring 
2026 Emmanuel College 
Dean’s List.

To earn a spot on the 
Dean’s List, Emmanuel stu-
dents must achieve a grade 
point average of 3.5 or high-
er for a 16-credit semester.

Ertsgard makes
Miami University
President’s List

OXFORD, OH – Jess 
Ertsgard from Sturbridge 
was named to the Miami 
University spring 2026 

President’s List.
Miami University stu-

dents ranked in the top 3% 
of undergraduate students 
within each division for the 
spring 2026 semester have 
been named to the Presi-
dent’s List, recognizing aca-
demic excellence.

Laskowski makes 
Salve Regina 
University’s 
Dean’s List

NEWPORT, RI – Alfred 
Laskowski of Fiskdale was 
named to the Dean’s List 
during the spring 2026 aca-
demic semester at Salve Re-
gina University. 

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must earn a 
semester grade point aver-
age of 3.6 for full-time stu-
dents completing at least 12 
graded credits, or a semes-
ter grade point average of 
3.8 for part-time students 
completing at least six cred-
its.

Colleges announce Dean’s and President’s lists
WARE – The Ware 

Grange Fair will be held 
on Friday, Aug. 28 and 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at the 
Grange Hall on Route 9, 
297 Belchertown Road. 

This year’s fair will fea-
ture a fun dog show, Kids’ 
Corner workshop, chil-
dren’s field events, games, 
raffles, bake sale, live music, 
a barbecue dinner and an 
auction. Exhibits may be 
entered on Thursday, Aug. 
27 from 5-7 p.m. or Friday, 
Aug. 28 from 9-11 a.m. 

The exhibit hall opens to 
the public Friday evening 
from 5-7 p.m., and there 

will be a bake sale, raffles 
and penny sale. The fair 
continues on Saturday with 
exhibit hours from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., and various events 
throughout the day. 

An auction of fruits, 
vegetables, baked items, 
etc., will begin at 6 p.m. 
Raffle and penny sale win-
ners will be drawn after. 
A barbecue dinner will be 
held from 4-5:30 p.m.

For more information, 
details on exhibiting, or 
to make reservations for 
the barbecue, call 413-284-
1135 or visit waregrange.
org.  

Annual Ware Grange Fair 
returns on Aug. 28-29

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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Town Of West Brookfield
Notice Of Public Hearing
The Zoning Board of Appeals 

will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, September 8th, 2026 
at 6:00 p.m. in the first floor 
meeting room, West Brookfield 
Town Hall, to act on an appli-
cation for a Special Permit, for 
WB RV LLC, for the property 

located at 58 John Gilbert Road, 
West Brookfield.  The applicant 
wishes to change the usage on 
this property to year round use.  
A Special Permit is required per 
Sections 3.0 Use Regulations and 
3.1 Basic Requirements of the 
Zoning Bylaws. 
08/21, 08/28/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

- public notices -

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help Please check 

the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

two years prior to calculate 
your Medicare Part B (and 
Part D) premium for up-
coming year.  

If  you exceed the base 
“IRMAA” income thresh-
old two years ago, then your 
Medicare premiums for the 
next year will include a sup-
plemental amount on top 
of the “standard” Medicare 
premium for that year. 

The amount of the sup-
plement depends on how 
much you exceed the base 

IRMAA threshold by 
(FYI, the base IRMAA 
threshold for 2026 for a 
married couple filing joint-
ly was $218,000). If  your 
2024 income exceeded that 
initial IRMAA threshold, 
you paid a higher Medi-
care premium, which also 
reduced your SS monthly 
payment because Medi-
care is deducted from your 
SS benefit. IRMAA uses a 
sliding scale to determine 
how much more than the 
standard Medicare premi-
um you will pay.

However, that will all 
automatically correct itself  
going forward. In other 

words, when determining 
your premiums for 2027, 
Medicare will look at your 
2025 income. If  your 2025 
MAGI is less than the base 
IRMAA threshold, you 
and your wife will both au-
tomatically revert to paying 
the standard 2027 Medicare 
Part B and Part D premi-
ums. 

You don’t need to take 
any action for that to hap-
pen; it will all be automatic.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 

other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY
FROM PAGE 4

- public safety -
East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of July 20-
26, the East Brookfield Police 
Department responded to 134 
building/property checks, 79 
directed area patrols, 16 radar 
assignments, four traffic con-
trols, 12 emergency 911 calls, 
two citizen assists, three assist 
other agencies, two complaints, 
two investigations, one motor 
vehicle investigation, two safe-
ty hazards, one trespass, one 
motor vehicle accident, three 
animal calls and 28 motor ve-
hicle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Monday, July 20
7:44 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Connie Mack Drive, Officer 
Handled

10:33 a.m. Investigation, 
Oakland Drive, No Action Re-
quired

2:15 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, East Main Street, Trans-
ported to Hospital

7:03 p.m. Radar, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

7:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Tuesday, July 21
12:52 p.m. Suspicious Activ-

ity, East Main Street, Negative 
Contact

Wednesday, July 22
5:03 a.m. Complaint, Putney 

Court, Negative Contact

9:37 a.m. Suspicious Activ-
ity, Oakwood Drive, Report 
Taken

11:33 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, South Pond Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12:27 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, East Main Street, 
Officer Handled

5:07 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
North Brookfield Road, Officer 
Handled

5:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, Cita-
tion Issued

Thursday, July 23
3:24 p.m. Assist Other Agen-

cy, Out of Town, Officer Han-
dled

5:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

9:30 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 
Route 49, Transported to Hospi-
tal

Friday, July 24
2:07 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Howe Street, Transport-
ed to Hospital

4:06 a.m. Suspicious Activ-
ity, East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

7:19 a.m. Safety Hazard, East 
Main Street, Referred to Other 
Agency

1:05 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Spoken To

2:11 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, Howe Street, Patient Re-
fusal

6:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, East Main Street, Patient 
Refusal

8:43 p.m. Assist Other Agen-
cy, Spencer, Officer Handled

9:39 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, Baker Hill Road, Patient 
Refusal

Saturday, July 25
12:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle In-

vestigation, Route 49, Officer 
Handled

7:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

7:43 a.m. Motor  Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

8:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

8:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

9:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Circle, Cita-
tion Issued

9:41 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, Maple Street, Transport-
ed to Hospital

10:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

10:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

3:35 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, Stone Road, Transported 

to Hospital
5:27 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Lashaway Drive, Trans-
ported to Hospital

10:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, Cita-
tion Issued

Sunday, July 26
12:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Maple Street, Citation Is-
sued

4:09 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-
gency, Howe Street, Transport-
ed to Hospital

4:11 a.m. Assist Other Agen-
cy, Out of Town, Referred to 
Other Agency

8:01 a.m. Radar, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

8:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

9:50 a.m. Investigation, East 
Main Street, Officer Handled

12:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

12:28 p.m. Complaint, West 
Sturbridge Road, Negative Con-
tact

1:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

3:20 p.m. Trespass, Maple 
Street, Officer Handled

4:12 p.m. Neighbor Dispute, 
Maple Street, Officer Handled

7:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

New Braintree Police Log
During the week of Aug. 17-

24, the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department responded to 
19 building/property checks, 13 
directed/area patrols, four ra-
dar assignments, five traffic con-
trols, three emergency 911 calls, 
one safety hazard, seven citizen 
assists, one harassment, one 
complaint, one disturbance, one 
investigation, four animal calls 
and two motor vehicle stops in 
the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Aug. 17
9:48 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Mara Road, Removed Hazard
4:28 p.m. Complaint, Padre 

Road, Officer Handled
5:11 p.m. Disturbance, Moore 

Road, Transported to Hospital
6:57 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Moore Road, Merge
9:04 p.m. Harassment, Pierce 

Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, Aug. 18
12:11 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hospital

9:08 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Barre Road, Dispatch Handled

Wednesday, Aug. 19
8:35 a.m. Assist Citizen, West 

Brookfield Road, Officer Han-
dled

9:50 a.m. Investigation, West 
Brookfield Road, Investigated

Thursday, Aug. 20
9:06 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Gilbertville Road, Trans-
ported to Hospital

1:27 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Worcester Road, Services Ren-
dered

Friday, Aug. 21
6:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, Me-

morial Drive, Officer Handled

Saturday, Aug. 22
11:05 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Han-
dled

1:56 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Services Ren-
dered

Sunday, Aug. 23
10:57 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for the Quaboag Current, please email 
pouimette@turley.com.

Input needed for Open Space 
and Recreation Plan update

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The town of  East Brook-
field, with assistance from 
the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Com-
mission is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation 
Plan and is seeking input 
from residents.

Community members 
are encouraged to partic-
ipate in a survey to share 
their thoughts on open 
space, recreational oppor-
tunities and priorities for 
the future. Public feedback 
will help guide the develop-
ment of  the updated plan, 

which is required to main-
tain the town’s eligibility 
for state grant funding for 
conservation and recre-
ation projects.

Residents can complete 
the survey online at https://
tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard 
copies are also available at 
Town Hall, the East Brook-
field Public Library and the 
Senior Center.

The town encourages 
all residents to take part 
and help shape the future 
of  East Brookfield’s parks, 
recreation resources and 
open spaces.

Parish to host annual
chicken BBQ and family fair

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – St. Carlo Acutis 
Parish will host its annu-
al Chicken BBQ & Family 
Fair Sept. 12-13 at Saint 
Joseph’s Church  296 North 
Main  St.

Come join the parish for 
plenty of  fair style food on 
Saturday evening and a de-
licious Chicken BBQ din-
ner served on Sunday from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Tickets for the Chicken 
BBQ are $15 for adults and 
$8 for children age 12 and 
under. Chicken BBQ tick-
ets can be purchased at the 
parish office.

There will be karaoke 
music on both days. They 
will also have assorted raf-
fles including a scratch tick-
et raffle which features the 

grand prize of   a book (50) 
$30 lottery scratch tickets, 
and a bake sale. 

The Family Picnic begins 
on Saturday, Sept. 12,  at 5 
p.m. on the church lawn af-
ter the 4 p.m. Mass. From 
5-7 p.m., there will be ka-
raoke music, fair style food 
and raffles.

On Sunday,  Sept. 13 
from noon-3 p.m. there 
will be karaoke music, fair 
style food, bake sale and 
raffles. From 12:30-1:30 
p.m. the Chicken BBQ will 
be served, either eat in or 
takeout. 

For Chicken BBQ tick-
ets and more information, 
please call the parish office 
Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 508-
867-6469.  

Ware Grange hosts annual 
barbecue dinner on Aug. 29

WARE – The Ware 
Grange is holding a bar-
becue dinner at the annual 
Grange Fair on Saturday, 
Aug. 29 at 4 p.m. 

The menu includes 
pulled pork, chicken, bris-
ket, baked beans, coleslaw, 
cornbread, drink and des-

sert for $25. Eat outside 
under the tent or take your 
meal to go.

Reservations are re-
quired. Please call 413-
284-1135 or email ware-
grange164@gmail.com to 
make your reservations for 
the barbecue. 
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.

FRIDAY-MONDAY, 
SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.

Everything must go! Housewares, large & 
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & 
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
 New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE

 THANK YOU FOR 
answering my prayers. 

Publication as promised.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham 
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
 based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job 
description are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us 
or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an

Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

In observance of 
Labor Day, 

there will be an 

EARLY 
CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad 
no later than 

NOON 
Thursday, 

Sept. 3, 2026

Thank You!

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LABOR DAY SALE!!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

24 Water St., Palmer
www.turley.com 

413.283.8393 • newspapers.turley.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Reflections of Italy - 
May 4-13, 2027

Sept. 26  ...... Pickity Place Lunch ..................................$130
Nov. 7 .......... Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................$165
Dec. 5 .......... Vermont Country Store with Lunch .......$175
March 1 ....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...........from $2499
March 8-14 .. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island .....$4149
May 23 ........ 7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...............from $1799

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 – 11 AM - 1 PM

Hip-Rood Colonial  $560,000
8 Martin Road, Brookfield

Custom hip-roof 
Colonial located 
in the desirable 
Tantasqua School 
District. 7 Rooms, 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
Baths, attached 2 
car garage on 1.61 acres.   The 26x26 owner’s suite 
includes an exterior balcony and a spa-like marble 
bath with a heated jacuzzi tub and a glass shower!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

PEACHESPEACHES

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

Available Labor Day WeekendAvailable Labor Day Weekend

CIDER CIDER 
DONUTSDONUTS

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - BRIMFIELD, MA
A charming antique Colonial, set on 2.4 beautiful acres! Built 
circa 1850, this spacious 5-bedroom, 2.5-bathroom home is 
filled with character, featuring gorgeous wood floors, exposed 
beams, built-ins, multiple fireplaces and wonderful period 
details throughout. 1st floor offers a large, fireplaced living 
room, formal dining room, inviting family room with exposed 
beams and wood stove, home office/den, and a 1st-floor primary bedroom with private full bath and 
fireplace. Upstairs you’ll find 4 additional bedrooms and another full bath. Outside, enjoy expansive level 
grounds, established landscaping and gardens, plus an oversized, 2-story, attached garage/barn offering 
plenty of additional space. A truly special Brimfield property combining the warmth and craftsmanship of 
an antique home with the space and versatility today’s buyers are looking for! Great commuter location 
with access to the MA pike, Rts 84 & 20! Tantasqua school district! Listed at  $539,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25TH

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Fire Department joined 250th celebration
NEW BRAINTREE 

– Members of  the New 
Braintree Fire Depart-
ment recently participated 
in the town of  Ware’s U.S. 
250th celebration parade 
on Aug. 1.

With over 70 partici-
pants, the parade featured 
public safety responders 
and their vehicles from Ware 
and surrounding towns. 

Maddy Gaumond drove a 
firetruck, accompanied by Fire 
Chief Dennis Letendre Jr. Kylie George drove one of New Braintree Fire Department’s trucks in the town of Ware’s U.S. 

250th celebration parade on Aug. 1.

Weston Letendre looked out of a firetruck during the town of Ware’s parade. Engine 2 was driven by Kylie George.

TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY PAULA OUIMETTE


