
CURRENT

The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge – Brookfield – West Brookfield – East Brookfield – North Brookfield & New Braintree

Friday August 22, 2025

EAST BROOKFIELD
Donate to help animals Page 3Register for TREK 5K Page  2

STURBRIDGE
NEFA exhibit opens Page  3

REGION

Volume 18, Number 35 A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Congregational 
Church held their annual 
Back to School Bash this 
past Sunday. 

The event brings people 
of the congregation closer 
together during a celebration 
prior to the start of the up-
coming school year. Music 
Minister Reagan Paras says 
this event helps students get 
started for the new school 
year and helps revitalize the 
church. 

Prior to the bash, parents 
and children participated in 
praise and worship music 
at the church. According to 
Paras, having moments like 
singing together brings peo-
ple close together. 

“It’s a blessing to see,” 
Paras said. “A response to 
the growth of youth in the 
church.”

Organizing the event was 
Faith Formation Director 
Colleen Fipps. The Back to 
School Bash has been going 
on for the last five years and 
is the start of school and Bi-
ble study. 

The amount of youth 
participation has grown 
gradually over the years. 
There is a teen youth group 
that meets periodically, and 

the church provides Sun-
day school for elementary 
and middle school kids. The 
church provides a nursery 
for younger kids during ser-
vices. 

Fipps wants to offer more 
events in the future at the 
church for both adults and 
kids. While hosting events 
such as the Back to School 
Bash, what sends a powerful 
message is seeing three gen-
erations of a family attend-

ing the same service togeth-
er.

Fipps is trying to bring 
new ideas to the Brookfield 
Congregational Church. 
Having events at the church 
helps kids get back to church 
and start developing rela-
tionships with their commu-
nity.

The Back to School Bash 
took place right after ser-
vice in the backyard of the 
Brookfield Congregation-

al Church. The event fea-
tured various activities for 
kids and families to enjoy. 
Churchgoers brought either 
an appetizer or a dessert to 
share. Delicious hot dogs 
and hamburgers were being 
cooked on the grills outside. 

For entertainment, there 
were lawn games such as 
cornhole available. For the 

Planning Board grants approval for manufacturing building
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Planning Board continued a 
public hearing from July 28 
to review an application for 
site plan approval for Old 
Road Realty LLC, located at 
660 Main St.

The applicant is looking 

to construct a 40,150 square 
foot manufacturing building 
with ancillary office space 
with associated site improve-
ments. The applicant also re-
quested a special permit due 
to the increase in lot cover-
age.

At the Aug. 11 continu-
ation, Town Planner Jean 
Bubon presented updated 
stormwater and groundwa-

ter protection district infor-
mation and an updated site 
plan. 

She said the Planning 
Department also received 
the record survey, the traffic 
evaluation and an updated 
peer review. The plans have 
been revised based on com-
ments received from the Fire 
Department.

Bubon said the applicant 

has submitted a waiver re-
quest for the landscape ar-
chitect stamp. 

“All the missing informa-
tion has been provided and 
that’s been reviewed by staff  
and by the peer reviewer,” 
she said. “We do find that all 
requirements have been met 
at this time.”

Bubon said she recom-
mended the board vote to 

grant the waiver for the 
landscape architect stamp. 
She said she believes the 
landscaping plan submitted 
by the applicant exceeds the 
intent of the bylaw. 

She said the total land-
scaping plan is about 1,600 
square feet and includes 18 
street trees, as well as peren-
nials and shrubs, which is 
“above and beyond” what is 

required.
Bubon also recommend-

ed the board grant the spe-
cial permit for the ground-
water district as required.

“I do believe they’re mak-
ing sufficient improvements 
to the stormwater man-
agement plan and that the 
groundwater protection dis-

Thunderbird mascot 
arrives at EBPL

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The East Brookfield Public 
Library had a special guest 
this past week in the form of 
a big bird. 

It was Boomer of the 
Springfield Thunderbirds, 

who was ready to hang out 
at the library for reading, 
games, and pictures. Doz-
ens of kids accompanied by 
adults lined up to take pic-
tures with the Thunderbirds 
mascot. If kids participated 
in the summer reading pro-
gram, they could stay for the 
closing raffle. 

Boomer stuck around 
and would hang out with 
all his friends at the library. 

Here’s Boomer!Here’s Boomer!
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Boomer of the Springfield Thunderbirds arrived at the East Brookfield Public 
Library this past week. 

Fire Dept. personnel 
earn promotions
Bessette appointed 
to Assistant Chief

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Fire Chief Darin 
Anderson and the Board 
of Selectmen formally rec-
ognized two members of 
the Fire Department with a 
promotion and an appoint-
ment.

At the Aug. 12 meeting, 
Shaun Adams was the first 
member of the department 
recognized. He has been 
running the department’s 
state program and writing 
grants in order to purchase 
supplies for youth and se-
nior citizens. 

Adams is a full-time 
paramedic in Brookfield 
and a call firefighter.

“Shaun’s been instru-
mental,” Anderson said.

Anderson said Adams 
will be promoted to First 
Lieutenant of Training. He 
will be responsible for all 

new recruits and preparing 
them to respond to calls 
and fight fires.

Adams was pinned by 
his wife, Anne, who is also 
a firefighter and the North 
Brookfield Emergency 
Management Agency di-
rector. 

Anderson also recog-
nized Thomas Bessette and 
asked the board to appoint 
him to the position of As-
sistant Chief. 

Bessette has served 18 
years in the fire service and 
is an acting captain at Lo-
gan Airport. 

“Without him, we could 
not have gotten done all the 
mandated NFPA testing…
he does a ton of work,” 
Anderson said.

Bessette’s wife, Natalia, 
pinned him with his new 
badge.

Moment of silence
Board of Selectmen 

Vice-Chair Jamie Gilman 
said the community lost 
two of its distinguished 

Event benefitted 
Second Chance 
Animal Services

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – Oak-
holm Brewing Company 
hosted the Dog Days of 
Summer this past weekend 
bringing all dog lovers and 
four legged friends togeth-
er.

The proceeds for this 
event help support Second 
Chance Animal Services, 
who brought their mobile 
adoption unit featuring 
five dogs seeking a new 
home. 

Guests were welcome to 
bring their furry pals for 
this fun event. There were 
dogs everywhere in the 
beer garden. Organizing 
the event is Jesslyn Thrash-
er, who describes Oakholm 

Brewery as a “dog friendly 
brewery.” 

Thrasher was in charge 
running a tie-dye station 
for kids and adults. There 
were youth and adult sizes 
available for purchase and 
for colorful tie-dye. This 
DIY activity had a great 
turnout with both youth 
and adults getting crafty 
with their tie-dye shirts. 

For the Second Chance 
Animal Services’ mobile 
adoption unit, Thrasher 

Dog Days 
of Summer

BCC hosts Back to School Bash

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The Brookfield Congregational Church hosted its annual Back to School Bash this past Sunday in the backyard of the 
church. Food was ready to be served.

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Dozens of guests brought their furry friends as they checked ot the mobile adoption unit.

See N BROOKFIELD  
PAGE 9

See BACK TO SCHOOL   
PAGE 5See BOOMER  PAGE 6

See STURBRIDGE  PAGE 5

See DOG DAYS  PAGE 9

Callie, a 2-year-old 
English Springer 
Spaniel, enjoyed 
hanging out at 
Oakholm Brewery 
during Dog Days of 
Summer.
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136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060

WWW.SNOWSSURFSHACK.COM

AUGUST 14TH 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

grand
opening
NOW
OPEN
Join Us Today!

Haston Free Public Library 
lists upcoming events

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Haston Free 
Public Library, 161 North 
Main St., lists upcoming 
events for the month of 
August.

For more information or 
to register for any of these 
events, stop by or call the 
library at 508-867-0208 or 
email hastonfreepublicli-
brary@gmail.com.

Video Game Freeplay
Children are invited to 

celebrate the end of the 
“Level Up” Summer Read-
ing Program on Saturday, 
Aug. 23 from 10 a.m. 1 
p.m. with OneUp Games. 
There will be both modern 
and retro game consoles for 
everyone to play.

Summer Reading prizes 
will be drawn at this event 
and game-themed snacks 
will be served.

Registration is recom-
mended but not required. 
To register for this event, 
stop by or call the library, 
or email blamb@cwmars.
org.

This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
North Brookfield Cultur-
al Council, a local agency, 
supported by the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

Book Group
The Haston Free Public 

Library Book Group will 
discuss “This Other Eden” 
by Paul Harding on Tues-
day, Aug. 26 at 7 p.m.

Adult Craft Night
Make floral apothecary 

lights at the Adult Craft 
Night event on Thursday, 
Aug. 28 at 5 p.m. Registra-
tion is required. 

Adult D&D interest meetup
The library is gauging 

interest and availability 
to explore the possibility 
of starting an adult Dun-
geons & Dragons or table-
top gaming group at the 
library. An interest meetup 
will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 30 at 10:30 a.m. 

Tabletop Gaming 
at the Library

Young adults are wel-
come to join the Tabletop 
Gaming group on Wednes-
days at 2 p.m. No experi-
ence is necessary. 

Dungeon World
Adults and teens are 

welcome to embark on 
an epic adventure playing 
Dungeon World, a begin-
ner-friendly roleplaying 
game on Thursdays from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

SUBMITTED HHOTO
The Chain will perform the final concert of the 2025 Summer Concert Series on Sunday, Aug. 24 at Powder Mill Park.

SPENCER – The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation 
Commission’s 2025 Sum-
mer Concert Series con-
cludes from 2-5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 24 at Powder 
Mill Park, corner Smith-
ville and Meadow Roads, 
with a rain-out make up 
performance by The Chain.

The Chain is a musical 
group that has developed a 
sound that is fresh and new, 
yet very easy to love. Led by 
the dynamic presence and 

powerful voice of Alison 
McTavish, The Chain has 
developed a set of music 
that is an eclectic mixture 
of cover songs.

Rich three-part harmo-
nies, a dynamic rhythm 
section, great musicianship 
and of course, Alison, com-
bine to make The Chain 
one of the most exciting 
new bands in central New 
England.

The concert series is 
proudly sponsored by Cor-

nerstone Bank. Serving 
Worcester County, Cor-
nerstone Bank’s local pres-
ence and community-based 
banking model enables a 
unique ability to deliver 
outstanding service, with a 
personal touch. 

Cornerstone provides 
the highest level of service 
and expertise for individ-
uals, businesses, and com-
munity organizations with 
branch locations through-
out central Massachusetts.

Final concert of summer series is this Sunday

St. Joseph’s hosts chicken BBQ and family picnic
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – Blessed Carlo 
Acutis Parish, St. Joseph 
Church, 296 North Main 
St., will host a Chicken 
BBQ & Family Picnic on 
Saturday, Sept. 6 and Sun-
day, Sept. 7.

All are welcome to come 
join parish members for 
plenty of fair food on Sat-
urday evening and a deli-
cious BBQ chicken dinner 
served on Sunday from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. The cost 
of the chicken dinner is $15 
for adults and $8 for chil-

dren ages 12 and under. 
Music will be provided 

by DJ Richard “Tabby” 
LeBlanc on Saturday and 
Sunday.  There will also be 
assorted raffles including a 
scratch ticket raffle which 
features the grand prize 
of a book (50) $30 lottery 
scratch tickets, and lastly a 
delicious bake sale. 

On Saturday, the Family 
Picnic begins on the church 
lawn at 5 p.m. after the 4 
p.m. Mass. Music by DJ 
Richard “Tabby” LeBlanc, 
lawn games, fair style food, 

and plenty of raffles will be 
offered from 5-7 p.m.

On Sunday, there will be 
music by DJ Richard “Tab-
by” LeBlanc, lawn games, 
bake sale, and plenty of raf-
fles. Chicken dinners will be 
served (eat in and take out) 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Music and raffles will 
be available both days. For 
chicken dinner tickets and 
more information, please 
call the parish office Mon-
day through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 508-
867-6469.  

STURBRIDGE – The 
Rotary Club of Stur-
bridge has announced that 
pre-registration is now open 
for its popular TREK Stur-
bridge Halloween 5K, 1K, 
and Fun Walk, which is 
slated to return on Sunday, 
Oct. 26, according to club 
president and race director 
Klaus Hachfeld.

“To pre-register for this 
year’s event, just go to get-
meregistered.com, and type 
‘Sturbridge’ in the search 
field in the upper right-hand 
corner,” said Hachfeld. Par-
ticipants who pre-register 
by Oct. 21 will get a free 
2025 TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K T-shirt.

All activities begin at 
the OSV Education Center 
on Old Sturbridge Village 
Road (not to be confused 
with Old Sturbridge Village 
Academy at the main en-
trance to the village). Park-

ing will be available in the 
Education Center lot.

The family-friendly 
event offers two timed rac-
es, including a 5K Trail 
Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K 
Pre-Teen Run. In the spirit 
of the season, participants 
are encouraged to come in 
costume. The event also in-
cludes free children’s game 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Ed-
ucation Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run ($20 registration) 
starts at 9:15 a.m. This is 
for the 12 and under crowd, 
and the course is accessible 
for anyone with mobility 
challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run 
($35 registration) & Fun 
Walk ($30 registration) will 
start at 10 a.m. using Old 
Sturbridge Village Road 
and the Arbutus Park Trail 
in the Leadmine Moun-
tain Wildlife Conservation 

Lands.
An awards ceremony will 

follow at 11:15 a.m. start-
ing with a competition for 
best Halloween costume for 
all registered runners and 
walkers. Judging will be by 
popular choice.

On-site registration will 
also be available starting at 
8:30 a.m. on the day of the 
race.

The Trek Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club fundraiser, with all 
profits going to the organi-
zation’s community needs 
projects.

For additional infor-
mation, or to sign on as 
an event sponsor, email 
the race director at laserk-
laus@gmail.com. Or visit 
the Sturbridge Rotary Club 
website at https://sturbridg-
erotary.com.

Register for Rotary’s annual TREK
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

Methodist 
Church Thrift 
Store open on 
select Saturdays

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Thrift Store of the 
George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church is open 
the first and third Saturdays 
of each month, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at 33 West Main St. 

Many lovely summer 
wardrobe selections are now 
available for women, men 
and children, as well as oth-
er seasonal updates to in-
ventory.  The Thrift Store 
offers quality used clothing, 
shoes, accessories, household 
goods, décor, picture frames, 
children’s toys, books and 
DVDs at bargain prices.  

Donations of gently used 
items are appreciated and 
may be arranged by contact-
ing Jane Dolan at 508-867-
5571. Proceeds from sales 
support the church’s minis-
tries and missions.

Rep. Berthiaume lists office hours State Rep. Donnie Ber-
thiaume and Chief of Staff, 
Donna, invite constituents and 
town officials to meet them to 
express any concerns, ideas or 
issues that they may need as-
sistance with.  People may call 
Donna at 774-402-4742 if  they 

would like a private meeting. 
Office hour schedules in-

clude Tuesday, Sept. 9 town of 
West Brookfield, at the Senior 
Center from 11:15 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. and town of Brookfield 
at the Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.-
1:30 p.m.; on Wednesday, Sept. 

10 town of East Brookfield at 
the Senior Center from 11:15 
a.m.-noon; and on Thursday, 
Sept. 11 town of New Brain-
tree at the Town Hall from 
10-10:45 a.m.; town of North 
Brookfield Town Hall from 11 
a.m.-noon.
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lb
$299

$269
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/21/25-8/27/258/21/25-8/27/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

WHOLE COOKED
CRAWFISH 3 LB BAG ...........................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. CYRUS O’LEARY’S

CHOCOLATE CREAM, KEY LIME,
LEMON MERINGUE PIES 23-30 OZ 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$699
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$219
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. BONELESS HATFIELD 
HARDWOOD SMOKED HAM STEAK .. lb

lb
$299

$199

lb
$149

$239

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$589
lb

lb

$1179
lb

Experience MORE 
with Norwegian 
Cruise Line

Book now 
for Best Cabin 
Location!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

➤ May 24-31, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ July 19-26, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

➤ August 30-September 6, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

Second Chance seeks clothing 
and linens donations

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– Cleaning out your clos-
ets? You can now bring 
used clothing donations 
to Second Chance Animal 
Services East Brookfield or 
North Brookfield locations. 

Second Chance has part-
nered with St. Pauly Textile 
Inc. to provide a wood-
frame clothing drop-off 
shed for community use. 
The sheds are designed to 
give community members a 
uniquely clean, convenient, 
and well-cared-for option to 
donate their used linens and 
clothing to. 

St. Pauly Textile Inc. 
partners with businesses 
and various organizations 

to distribute donated items 
both here in the U.S. and 
worldwide, where they’re 
ultimately re-worn by peo-
ple who need them. Second 
Chance receives funding for 
donated clothing and addi-
tionally has the option to 
use donated items like tow-
els and blankets to care for 
pets.

With over 1,600 clothing 
drop-off sheds in place, St. 
Pauly Textile Inc. collects 
over 175,000 pounds of 
clothing a day and estimates 
that this clothing ends up in 
44 different countries (in-
cluding the U.S.) yearly. In 
2024, the company was able 
to help keep over 64 million 

articles of clothing out of 
landfills, which clothed an 
estimated 7.8 million people 
worldwide. 

The company was found-
ed in 1996 and is an A+ 
rated member of the Better 
Business Bureau.

Accepted items: clothing, 
shoes, belts, purses, towel, 
blankets, sheets, curtains, 
pillowcases, and stuffed an-
imals. 

The donation sheds 
are located at the Second 
Chance Adoption Cen-
ter, 111 Young Road, East 
Brookfield and the North 
Brookfield Community Vet-
erinary Hospital, 372 North 
Main St., North Brookfield.

Explore Lake Wallace with 
the Quabbin Photo Group

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Quabbin Photo Group 
invites the public to an in-
spiring evening on Mon-
day, Aug. 25, at 7 p.m. at 
the Belchertown Recre-
ation Department, 66 State 
St., that will feature retired 
Belchertown educator and 
environmental advocate 
Louise Levy.

Levy is well known in 
the community as one of 
the visionaries behind the 
creation of the Lake Wal-
lace Recreational Area 
(www.belchertown.org/
lakewallace), a scenic spot 
tucked away in the heart of 
Belchertown. During her 
career as an educator, she 
brought countless students 
into the outdoors, using 
hands-on ecology lessons to 
help them connect with the 
natural world. 

Today, as a leader of the 
Friends of Lake Wallace, 
she continues to champion 
its environmental and edu-
cational importance.

At this special program, 
Levy will share her exten-
sive knowledge of the lake 
– its history, its diverse plant 
and animal life, and why it’s 
such a treasure for photog-
raphers and nature lovers 
alike. Following her talk, 
members of the Quabbin 
Photo Group will present 
a showcase of their favorite 
landscape and wildlife im-
ages taken at Lake Wallace, 

revealing the area’s beauty 
through the eyes of skilled 
local photographers.

Adding to the evening’s 
appeal, the lake itself  is lo-
cated directly behind the 
meeting venue, giving at-
tendees the opportunity to 
step outside and explore the 
area for themselves after the 
presentation.

Founded by renowned 
nature photographer Les 
Campbell, the Quabbin 
Photo Group was created to 
celebrate the natural beauty 
of the Quabbin Region. 

The group holds month-
ly meetings open to the 
public, offering educational 
programs, guest speakers, 
and opportunities for pho-
tographers of all levels to 
share their work. Member-
ship helps support QPG’s 
mission of fostering appre-
ciation for the region’s land-
scapes and wildlife.

This free event welcomes 
everyone, whether you’re an 
experienced photographer, 
a casual nature enthusiast, 
or simply curious about one 
of Belchertown’s hidden 
gems.

For more information 
about the program, contact 
Program Chair Ed Comeau 
at ecomeau@comeaupho-
tography.com. To learn 
more about the Quabbin 
Photo Group, reach out to 
President Mark Lindhult at 
mlindhult@gmail.com.

Workshop13 presents 7th Annual Northeast 
Fine Arts Exhibition on August 23

WARE – The seventh an-
nual juried Northeast Fine 
Arts Exhibition opens on 
Saturday, Aug. 23 with a re-
ception from 1-4 p.m.

Awards will be an-
nounced at 3 p.m., includ-
ing a $1,000 Best in Show 
Award. This annual exhibi-
tion of realism is held in the 
unique Grand Hall gallery 
of Workshop13, a non-prof-
it cultural arts and learning 
center located at 13 Church 
St.

The 7th Annual North-
east Fine Arts Exhibition 
will be on display from 
Aug. 23 to Sept. 7 and can 
be visited on Fridays from 
4-7 p.m. and Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1-4 p.m. This 
year’s exhibition gathers 
more than 100 works by art-
ists throughout the north-
eastern U.S.

The juror for the 7th 
annual NEFAE is David 
Gray. Gray’s award-winning 
works have been covered by 
major art publications in-
cluding Southwest Art, Art 
of the West, and American 
Art Collector. His signature 
style reveals a personal and 

contemporary expression 
of beauty and order which 
pays homage to Western Eu-
ropean Classical Tradition 
in its craftsmanship.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 Cultural 

Arts and Learning Center is 

a rural non-profit arts inno-
vator located in Ware, and 
devoted to increasing the 
appreciation and accessibil-
ity of the arts, strengthening 

the creative life of our com-
munity through instruction, 
collaborations, and arts-
based initiatives.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
“Yet We Sleep, We Dream” by Eliza Moser was the Best in Show award-winner 
from the 6th annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition.

“The Noble Profession” by Jeff Kern was the The Beck Still Life Award winner 
from the 6th annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition.

This photo was taken from the opening reception of the 6th annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition.

W Brookfield 
Farmers Market 
held on 
Wednesdays

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The West Brookfield Farmers 
Market is held on Wednesdays 
from 3-6 p.m., rain or shine, 
throughout the spring, sum-
mer and early fall.

The 2025 season the mar-
ket will feature 17 vendors 
with a wide array of locally 
grown and made goods includ-
ing three new vendors sure to 
please the palate. 

The West Brookfield 
Farmers Market is held every 
Wednesday afternoon from 
3-6 p.m. on the common start-
ing on June 4 through Oct. 8, 
rain or shine.  

Close of Concerts on the Common 
to be held Saturday, Aug. 30

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Concerts on the 
Common will be held on se-
lect Saturdays on the town 
common from 6-8 p.m. The 
final concert of the season 
will be held on Aug. 30 and 
features the Superchargers.

These concerts are free, 
but tips for the band and 
free will donations toward 
future events are appreci-
ated. 

Food trucks will be avail-
able, or people are welcome 
to bring their own.
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Rust is no joke
This time of year I al-

ways get a few questions 
from gardeners who wonder 
what type of disease is af-
flicting their treasured hol-
lyhocks.  

Sadly, it’s affecting mine 
too. Read on for more infor-
mation on this malady.

Two years ago I planted 
Hollyhock seeds indoors. 
The plants grew wonderful-
ly that first year with nice 
deep green basal foliage.  

Being biennial in nature, 
year two is when they came 
into their glory with incred-
ibly beautiful pink flowers 
on towering six to seven 

foot spikes. Now it’s year 
three – a gift when biennials 
are concerned. 

The plants started out 
fine and then I noticed a few 
raised orange-brown spots 
on the leaves. By season’s 
end, the plants are pale in 
color and covered with the 
rusty orange spots.  

Most of the lower foliage 
has been destroyed and has 
dropped to the ground.

My hollyhocks are suf-
fering from a fungal prob-
lem by the name of rust. It 
first appears as waxy orange 
blisters, known as “pus-
tules” on the undersides of 

the lower most foliage.  On 
the surface of the leaves 
small, orange-yellow spots 
form.  

Hollyhock rust rarely 
kills its host, but it can make 
plants look quite unsightly. 
In a severe infestation like 
mine, premature leaf drop 
occurs.   

Next spring, if  I dare to 
grow hollyhocks again, I’ll 
have to do it in a different 
part of my landscape and 
escape any spores that the 
soil is harboring.

The best way to control 
hollyhock rust is to remove 
infected leaves and dis-
card them in the trash. The 
quicker you act, the better.  

Other members of the 
hollyhock family (Malvae-
ceae) are prone to this dis-
ease as well, so scour your 
perennial bed for spotted 
leaves on Lavatera and Mal-
va (Tall Mallow and Musk 
Mallow) and dispose of 
them. 

A common weed that 
goes by the name “cheese 
weed” or “cheeses” is also 
a Malva and likewise is 

susceptible. Cut down on 
the chance of infestation 
next year by removing all 
foliage and debris from 
these plants prior to win-
ter. Even go as far as to 
remove the bark mulch be-
neath them to further re-
duce the spore population.    
Proper cultural practices 
also make a difference in 
combating hollyhock rust 
and most plant diseases. 
First, give perennials ade-
quate space from one an-
other to allow for good air 
flow.  

In the case of holly-
hocks, I’d recommend 
about 18 inches. We can’t 
control when and how of-
ten it rains, but when we 
supply the moisture timing 
and application count. Wa-
ter around the base of the 
plants, without it touching 
the foliage, and do so ear-
ly in the morning so that 
leaves have a chance to dry 
before nightfall.  

Apply new bark mulch 
each spring to cover spores 
that may be waiting in the 
soil. And lastly, when plant-

ing new seedlings, locate 
them as far away as possi-
ble from previously grown 
plants even if  they didn’t 
have a serious infestation.

Although I’ve never tried 
this myself, I have read a few 
testimonials from gardeners 
who had luck applying corn 
meal to their soil in an effort 
to control soil borne fungal 
diseases such as rust. Re-
portedly it stimulates bene-
ficial organisms that feed on 
pathogens. Two pounds per 
one hundred square feet is 
recommended.  

Even if  it doesn’t work, it 
probably won’t hurt!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For 33

 years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Dear Rusty: 
I am currently receiving 

Social Security benefits 
while continuing to work 
full time. 

There are no restric-
tions on my wage earn-
ings because I waited until 
full retirement age before 
beginning benefits. How-
ever, I was also told that 
my benefit amount would 
be reviewed each year if  
my current earnings were 
higher than past earnings. 

That held true for the 
first two years, but has yet 
to be adjusted for 2025. I 
thought it might be be-
cause of HR 82, which 
does not impact me direct-
ly, but I think it may be the 
reason my payment has 
not yet been changed. Has 
enough time passed so I 
should contact SSA now 
to see if  this is the case? 

Signed: 
Waiting Anxiously 

 
Dear Waiting: 
If you are already col-

lecting benefits, Social Se-
curity reviews your earn-
ings each year to see if  
your more recent earnings 
are high enough to war-
rant an increase in your 
monthly benefit. They do 
this automatically, after 
they get your most recent 
earnings data from the IRS 
and they typically do that 
review by the end of the 
third quarter of each year. 
If a higher benefit is indi-
cated, they will increase 
your monthly amount and 
pay you retroactively to 
the beginning of the year 
for any difference in your 
benefit. 

 SSA has, indeed, been 
vigorously working on 
changes resulting from 
HR82 (the Social Security 
Fairness Act), which may 
have affected the timeliness 
of their review of your re-
cent earnings. However, 
I suspect that is not why 
your SS benefit has not 
yet changed. More likely, 
it has to do with the fact 
that your past earnings 
have been adjusted for in-
flation, which is a normal 
part of Social Security’s 
process when calculating 

your benefit amount. 
Your earnings for each 

year in your lifetime up to 
age 60 were adjusted for 
inflation when you origi-
nally claimed SS and your 
recent earnings would 
need to be higher than 
the inflation-adjusted 
amounts used by SS when 
you claimed. They use the 
35 highest earnings years 
adjusted for inflation over 
your lifetime to calculate 
your benefit and inflation 
has a substantial effect. 
For example, $50,000 
earned in 1990 would re-
quire over $100,000 in 
earnings today to cause 
an increase in your ben-
efit. Thus, you cannot go 
by the actual dollars you 
earned in earlier years, 
because SS uses inflated 
amounts to calculate your 
benefit.  

In any case, if  you be-
lieve that the Social Securi-
ty Administration neglect-
ed reviewing your earnings 
from last year or in any 
year since you claimed, 
you can make an appoint-
ment to review that with 
them by calling 1-800-772-
1213. SSA typically does 
such appointments over 
the phone, so you likely 
won’t need to make a per-
sonal visit to your local 
SSA office to investigate 
this. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Why hasn’t my Social 
Security benefit changed 
because I am still working?

Even before the of-
ficial start of summer, 
many of us were feeling 
the heat. Dangerous 
temperature records 
were set and we have 
a long, hot summer 
ahead.

 Our bodies are resil-
ient, but heat is danger-
ous even to the fittest 
person. Heat-related ill-
nesses are the main reason 
emergency room visits spike 
in the summer.

 Let’s review the signs of 
heat-related illnesses and 
review safety tips. These 
are especially important if  
you have a young child or 
senior in your care, as they 
are most susceptible.

 Types of heat-related 
illnesses

  We’re designed to 
maintain an internal body 
temperature a few degrees 
above or below 98.6° F. 
Heat-related illness sets in 
when the body isn’t able to 
rid itself  of excess heat at a 
fast enough rate.

When the body starts to 
overheat, blood vessels get 
bigger and the heart beats 
faster and harder. More 
blood flows to the outer lay-
ers of the skin so that heat 
can be released into the en-
vironment.

If the outside air is 
warmer than the skin, the 
brain triggers sweating to 
cool the body. As sweat 
evaporates, it releases heat 
from the body.   As you 
probably have experienced, 
sweating when the weather 
is humid is much less effec-
tive.

When the body can’t 
cool itself  effectively or 
quickly enough, heat-re-
lated symptoms can start 
showing up. Here are a few 
things to watch for:

Heat rash: This is a skin 
irritation caused by exces-
sive sweating and clogged 

pores during hot, humid 
weather. Babies, who have 
folds of skin on their necks, 
legs and arms, can quickly 
develop this, but anywhere 
your skin rubs together 
(armpits, under the breasts) 
can be susceptible. Small 
blisters may develop.

 Heat cramps: The body 
loses a lot of salt and elec-
trolytes when it’s sweating 
excessively, which can lead 
to painful muscle spasms 
in the arms, legs, abdomen 
and other areas.

  Fainting or light-head-
edness: More blood is 
flowing to the skin surface 
(which is why people may 
look red or flushed when 
suffering heat-related ill-
ness), so there’s less in the 
brain. This may cause you 
to feel dizzy or even faint 
when you stand up. One of 
the reasons for ER visits in 
summer is injuries caused 
by a fainting spell or dizzi-
ness.

The more serious 
heat-related illnesses are 
heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke, which is potentially 
fatal. A person’s skin may 
feel cool to the touch, but 
the internal body tempera-
ture may still be dangerous-
ly high.

 Heat exhaustion: When 
the internal temperature is 
between 101 and 103 de-
grees and you’ve become 
dehydrated from sweating, 
heat exhaustion can result, 
with feelings of fatigue, 
nausea, fast heartbeat and 
shallow breathing. This is 

your body telling you to 
stop exerting yourself.

  Heat stroke: This is 
a medical emergency. 
Sweating causes your 
blood volume to drop and 
therefore your blood pres-
sure, meaning not enough 
blood and oxygen are 
reaching internal organs. 
The body’s internal tem-
perature of 104 or above 

may be enough to lead to 
organ failure. Immersing a 
victim in cold water is the 
best immediate course of 
action.

So, clearly, heat is not 
something to mess around 
with.  How do you protect 
yourself and those you 
love?

 Avoid going outside un-
less you really have to. Most 
of us are fortunate enough 
to have air conditioning in 
our homes and cars, but if  
you don’t have it, find some-
where that does, whether 
that’s the mall, the library 
or a museum.   There are 
cooling centers across the 
region.

 Get wet. As water evap-
orates from the skin, it cools 
the body. Jump in a lake or 
take a cool bath.

  Shed layers. Summer is 
no time for fashion state-
ments. Wear light-colored, 
loose clothing that allows 
air to flow around you. And 
a broad-brimmed hat, too.

 Exercise or do yardwork 
in the early morning. One 
of the effects of prolonged 
heat is that even the nights 
are hot. Temperatures are 
usually lowest in the early 
morning.

  Stay hydrated, but not 
too hydrated. Yes, drink 
water or sports beverag-
es and eat foods that are 
water-rich. But too much 
water can dilute the salts 

Protect yourself from heat-related illnesses

See YOUR HEALTH 
PAGE 9

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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trict will actually be better 
protected than it is currently 
after the construction of the 
improvements,” she said.

Bubon also recommend-
ed the board grant site plan 
approval with conditions. 

Design Professional Dan 
Sheehan of Haley Ward, 
Inc.  said the revised design 
includes a sign on the west-
ern side of the building pre-
venting truck traffic from 
continuing to the access 
road. He said other changes 
were made to meet the sug-
gestions given during the 

peer review.
Bubon said the Conser-

vation Commission has re-
viewed and approved the 
revised plan with conditions. 

The board voted in favor 
of granting the waiver for the 
landscape architect stamp. 
The members also voted in 
favor of granting the special 
permit for the groundwater 
and site plan approval with 
conditions.

Solar and battery storage
Bubon said she attended 

the solar and battery stor-
age meeting hosted by Cen-
tral Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission. The 

presenter included informa-
tion gathered from a prior 
meeting held with her staff.

Bubon said she was grate-
ful that the presenter listened 
to her staff’s concerns, but 
she is still worried about the 
impact battery storage would 
have on the town’s wetlands, 
groundwater protection dis-
tricts and aquifers. 

She said representatives 
from the towns of Oakham 
and Barre also attended 
the meeting. She said those 
towns are facing the pos-
sibility of a large battery 
storage facility going in as 
a public utility, overriding 

local bylaw.
“I think it’s a little scary 

for a lot of small communi-
ties,” Bubon said. “It’s tak-
ing away local control.”

Tree removal
Bubon said an abutter to 

the ConvenientMD Urgent 
Care site on Route 20 had 
concerns about a large stand 
of pine trees between the 
site and their property. Bu-
bon said originally she felt it 
would be a good idea to keep 
the trees to create a buffer 
between the properties, but 
the abutters said the trees are 
in declining health and drop-
ping large branches.

Bubon said an arbor-
ist inspected the trees and 
deemed four of the trees to 
be in hazard condition. 

“They want the trees re-
moved,” she said. 

Bubon said a demand was 
served to ConvenientMD 
Urgent Care for a notice 
of diseased and dangerous 
trees. She said representa-
tives from ConvenientMD 
Urgent Care contacted her 
office and were willing to 
take the trees down. 

Cedar Street sidewalks
Bubon said they are 

working on the segment of 
sidewalk from Route 20 to 

the end of Burgess School 
Road. This project is being 
funded through the Com-
plete Streets grant.

She said they have the 
concept plans for the project 
and legal counsel is working 
on the easement documents 
for property owners to sign 
off on. She said they met 
with impacted residents over 
the summer to share the con-
cept plans.

Bubon said the Safe 
Streets to School grant will 
be used to continue the side-
walk up to Burgess Elemen-
tary School in a later phase 
of the project.

STURBRIDGE
FROM PAGE 1

kids, there was a bounce house and 
an inflatable slip and slide. Many 
kids lined up to try out the slip and 
slide on a nice summer day this 
past Sunday. 

There was also music being 
played in the background as ev-
eryone enjoyed the Back to School 
Summer Bash. This was a celebra-
tion of fellowship and fresh starts 
as summer approaches to its end 
and the school year is right around 
the corner. 

More information about ac-
tivities at the Brookfield Congre-
gational Church can be found on 
their Facebook page or on their 
website, bcc1857.org. The church 
will be hosting a school supply 
drive on Sunday, Aug. 24, starting 
at 10 a.m. Church members will be 
collecting school supply donations 
for Brookfield Elementary School. 

BACK TO SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 1

Lawn games were available, including cornhole. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Don and Jeff were in charge of the grills, cooking hot dogs and hamburgers for the back to 
school bash.
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Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

Many kids participated in an 
arts and crafts activity and 
Boomer sat alongside them 
to see what they created. 

Boomer arrived in his 
custom-made Springfield 

Thunderbirds Hockey Club 
cruiser. The cruiser had 
the Thunderbirds logo and 
sported colors of red, blue 
and yellow. 

Boomer appears in vari-
ous charitable organizations 
and special events through-

out the year. The hockey 
team introduced Boomer as 
the team’s mascot in 2016. 
Though Boomer is a be-
loved figure in the Spring-
field community, he enjoys 
participating in local events 
and programs outside of 

Thunderbirds game nights. 
The staff at the East 

Brookfield Library appreci-
ated Boomer’s visit this past 
week. 

For more activities at the 
East Brookfield Public Li-
brary, visit eastbrookfieldli-

brary.org. 
Regular programs at the 

library include Storytime 
on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., 
Knitting Group on Thurs-
days at 12:30 p.m., and 
Pokémon Go Club on Mon-
days at 10 a.m. 

The library also hosts a 
Library Book Talk Group 
on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 11 a.m. Folks can 
pick up the book in advance. 
Patrons are welcome to pick 
up the book even if  they are 
not attending the discussion. 

BOOMER FROM PAGE 1

Boomer was hanging out with kids during an arts and crafts activity. Boomer arrived in his custom cruiser. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—The only 
reason why the Quaboag 
Regional boys’ basketball 
team participated in this 
year’s Auburn Summer 
League was because Ox-
ford High School dropped 
out right before the season 
started.

With only seven play-
ers listed on their roster, 
Quaboag won eight games 
during the summer league 
regular season.

The Cougars (8-1), whose 
only loss came against 
Leicester in the regular sea-
son finale, finished tied for 
first place with Quabbin 
Regional. They entered the 
playoffs as the top-seeded 
team due to a tiebreaker. 

After earning a first 
round bye, Quaboag fell 
behind early in the opening 
half and suffered a 48-41 

loss to 10th-seeded Grafton 
in the quarterfinals, which 
were held inside the Auburn 
High School gymnasium on 
August 4. 

“This was a very tough 
game for us all around,” 
said Owen Stevens, who 
was the head coach of the 
Quaboag summer league 
team. “We got into early 
foul trouble, and we had to 
approach things a little bit 
differently than we normal-
ly do. We also started off  
very slow offensively, which 
killed us.”

Stevens was assisted by 
Ryan Fernandez.

A couple of years ago, 
Stevens and Fernandez were 
teammates on the Quaboag 
summer league team, which 
lost to Millbury in the finals.

Grafton, who went 3-6 
during the 2025 summer 
league, advanced into this 

Emi Dougherty shoots in traffic.

Summer Warriors capture title
WILBRAHAM – On Sunday, 

Aug. 10, Tantasqua Summer Warriors 
were big winners as they defeated Play 

for MJK 20-6 in the finals of the 5-6 
A Division in the Spec Pond Summer 
Basketball League.

Maddie Contois goes for a shot.
TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Angela Ren tries to get around an opponent to shoot.Juliana Fluery sends a pass away.Averie Toomey dribbles near the arc.

Cougars summer season 
ends with playoff loss

Short-handed Villa FC captures PVSSL 
Men’s Championship

 By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—After be-
ing forced to play the final 
20 minutes of regulation 
with only ten players, the 
chances of winning the Pi-
oneer Valley Summer Soc-
cer League men’s champi-
onship title for the second 
consecutive year didn’t 
looking very promising for 
third-seeded Villa FC.

The defending champi-
ons, who were trailing 1-0, 
managed to tie the match 
against top-seeded Cap 
& Hitch of New England 
with less than a minute re-
maining in the second half.

The score remained tied 
during the two 10-minute 
overtime periods. 

During the ninth round 
of the penalty shootout, 
Villa goalie Lucas Mo-
rales-Fernandez made an 
outstanding diving save 
giving his team an excit-
ing 1-1 (9-8 PK’s) win over 
Cap & Hitch at Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow earlier 
this month.

“This is our second 
championship in a year, 
and it feels excellent,” said 
Villa player/ coach Mike 
Lima following the match, 

which lasted more than 
two hours. “We’re one of 
the better teams in this 
league, so everybody al-
ways wants to be beat us. 
We were trailing late in sec-
ond half, but we were able 
to battle back.”

Lima, who shared the 
coaching duties with Ru-
ben Sousa, is one of the 
Villa FC players who grad-
uated from Ludlow High 
School.  

The other former Lud-
low High School soccer 
players listed on the Villa 
FC roster are Kyle Tomas, 
who received a red card 
during the 60th minute, 

Brandon McCarthy and 
Enzo Botta.

A year ago, Villa FC, 
who plays their home 
matches at Minnechaug 

Regional, defeated Lusita-
no White in the men’s fi-
nals. They also took home 
the championship trophy 
in 2017 with a 3-2 win over 
Pros Malaca.

Anthony Basile was se-
lected as this year’s MVP 
award winner. He was also 
the M.V.P. of the 2017 
championship match.

“This is a very special 
team with a lot of very 
special players,” said Ba-
sile, who’s from East Long-
meadow. “I’m very happy 
that I’m still able to be a 
part of it.”

 Villa FC, who finished 
the regular season with 
a 9-1-2 record, advanced 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Villa FC captured the PVSSL Men’s Championship earlier this month.

Anthony Basile, an Agawam High School graduate, poses with the trophy 
and league co-president Dianna Kolodziey.

Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-

ment to its spring/summer 
league, Quabbin Valley, 
with contributions from 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League, created 
a four-team fall league last 
year featuring the Braves, 
Dodgers, Cardinals, and 
Twins.

Those same four teams 

are set to return and each 
team tends to have open-
ings on them. Addition-
ally, the league is open to 
welcoming more teams 
in to the league if  it finds 
enough interest.

The league is looking 
for at least one full team to 
join the league. If you play 

in an adult league in the 
region and have most of 
your team comprising of 
players over the age of 28 
and would like to enter the 
league, please get in touch 
as soon as possible. The 
league is looking to finalize 

More teams wanted for Quabbin fall league

Kamer Nuhiu, of Agawam, possesses the ball for Cap & Hitch.

See COUGARS  PAGE 8

See QUABBIN PAGE 8

See MEN’S 
CHAMPIONSHIP PAGE 8

THOMPSON, CT — An 
incredible flood of fans en-
tered Thompson Speedway 
on Wednesday night for the 
NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fied Tour’s annual midweek 
Thompson 150 with plenty 
of magic in the air. Along 
with a much anticipated visit 
from Geoff Bodine and the 
original Big Red Machine 
#1 from his stellar 1978 
campaign, the NASCAR 
touring teams battled in 
the Tour’s 750th event back 
where it all began in 1985.

Ron Silk got the capacity 
crowd on their feet during 
Hoosier Racing Tire quali-
fying as he earned the pole 
position by just breaking 
the nineteen-second mark 
with an 18.999-second run. 
Silk launched on the start of 
the 750th NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour event with 
a rearview mirror full of 
Thompson arch-rival Justin 
Bonsignore. The first cation 
flag flew on lap 14 as Eric 
Berndt moved up across 
the front bumper of Luke 
Baldwin at the start/finish 
line sending Berndt into the 
wall and Baldwin pitside for 

damage control.
Silk maintained control 

at the front of the field un-
til the hard turn one wreck 
for Baldwin around lap 70 
as the leaders jumped pitside 
for fresh Hoosier rubber. Jon 
McKennedy led the pack un-
der the return to green and 
pulled away from Stephen 
Kopcik, Jake Johnson and 
point leader Austin Beers as 
Silk and Bonsignore began 
the long march from deep in 
the field. A turn-two-tap be-
tween Kopcik and McKen-
nedy rapidly took both out 
of the top five with Johnson 
stealing the show out front.

As laps wound down, Pat-
rick Emerling made his case 
known as he grew ever clos-
er to Johnson’s rear bumper. 
Emerling pulled up on lap 
124 to lead lap 125 and for-
tunately never had to deal 
with another caution period. 
Unspoiled, Patrick Emerling 
took down the Thompson 
150 win in the Big Red Ma-
chine look-a-like #1 com-
plete with Geoff Bodine in 
the 750th NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour victory lane 
celebration.

Emerling takes 
Thompson 150 win
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Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

year’s finals after upsetting 
second-seeded Quabbin in 
the semifinals two nights 
later. It was the second 
consecutive year that Graf-
ton played in the champi-
onship game. They lost to 
Burncoat last year.

Quaboag won the reg-
ular season match-up 
against Grafton.

“We played a different 
Grafton team tonight than 
when we faced them earli-
er in the season,” Stevens 
said. “I think most of their 
varsity players also play in 
a league at Crompton Park 
in Worcester. It’s difficult 
to beat a team when you 
really don’t know what to 
expect from them. We still 
had a very good season.”

One of Quaboag’s big-
gest wins of the Auburn 
League regular season 
came against Ware.

“We beat Ware by about 
15 points, and we played 
very well against them,” 
Stevens said. “Some of 

the players on my team 
also play AAU basketball 
with the Ware players. It’s 
always a big rivalry game 
whenever we play Ware.”

 Grafton scored the first 
eight points of the quarter-
final game and were lead-
ing 13-5 with a little more 
than eight minutes left in 
the opening half.

The Quaboag points 
were scored by Jacob 
Toomey, who picked up his 
fourth personal foul early 
in the second half.  

Tommey was one of the 
Quaboag starters against 
Grafton, along with Isaac 
Cowher, Kadin Dufalt, 
Jacoby Labillois, and Jack 
Stevens. Their two reserve 
players were Jackson Mc-
Garry, and Kaleb Vank-
cleef. All seven of the 
Quaboag players are in-
coming seniors.

The Cougars leading 
players this summer were 
Tommey, Cowher, and 
Stevens. The trio have 
been members of the var-
sity squad since they were 

sophomores.
Owen Stevens was team-

mates on the varsity basket-
ball team with his younger 
brother two years ago.

“It was a lot of fun being 
teammates with my young-
er brother,” Owen Stevens 
said. “I do appreciate it a 
little bit more now.”

Owen Stevens was a 
freshman member of the 
men’s Track and Field team 
at Franklin Pierce Univer-
sity last year. He trans-
ferred to UMass-Amherst 
and is planning to join the 
Minutemen men’s track 
team.

Quaboag was trailing 
Grafton, 28-17 at halftime.

With less than ten min-
utes left in regulation, 
Quaboag was only trail-
ing,39-33, following a 
Toomey jumper.

Then Labillois scored 
five unanswered points, 
which closed the gap to 
46-40 with 29 seconds left.
boag couldn’t get any clos-
er than that. 

COUGARS FROM PAGE 7

its schedule by Aug. 25.
While the fall league 

schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games add-
ed to the schedule depend-
ing on the completion of 
the spring/summer season 
as well as to makeup rain-
outs, potentially. Games are 
nine-innings long and there 
is a small playoff and cham-
pionship held at the end of 
the season. Last year’s fall 
season was eight games and 
that is the goal for this year. 
Free and low-cost fields are 

used as well as just one um-
pire in an effort to keep the 
costs lower for players. The 
cost to play will likely range 
from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Play-
ers from outside the Quab-
bin League may also pay a 
small fee for insurance as 
well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 
soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Schedule and team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

QUABBIN FROM PAGE 7

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame has announced 
additional details, including 
start times for key events, 
regarding the Class of 2025 
Enshrinement Weekend. 

The Class of 2025 cele-
bration will culminate with 
the Enshrinement Ceremo-
ny on Saturday, Sept. 6, in 
Springfield – the Birthplace 
of Basketball. 

Revealed in April, the 
Class of 2025 includes nine 
honorees, WNBA legends 
Sue Bird, Sylvia Fowles, and 
Maya Moore; and NBA 
stars Carmelo Anthony and 
Dwight Howard. Other in-
ductees include two-time 
NCAA championship coach 
Billy Donovan; legendary 
NBA referee Danny Craw-
ford; Miami Heat owner 
Micky Arison; and the 2008 
USA Basketball Men’s Na-
tional Team.

Enshrinement Weekend 
will tip off at Mohegan Sun 
on Friday, September 5, 
starting with the always-pop-
ular autograph session, 
followed by a re-formatted 
Media Availability, and con-
cluding with the headlining 
Tip-Off Celebration and 
Awards Gala. The evening 
will also include special rec-
ognition for the 2025 Curt 
Gowdy Media Award recip-
ients, George Blaha, Clark 
Kellogg, Michelle Smith, 
and Adrian Wojnarowski, 
as well as longtime Boston 
Celtics executive Jeff Twiss, 
the recipient of the John W. 
Bunn Lifetime Achievement 
Award.

The Class of 2025 and 
over 40 returning Hall of 
Famers will then journey to 
Springfield, Mass., for the 
annual celebratory events 
taking place at the acclaimed 
Marriott Springfield Down-
town as well as Springfield’s 
Symphony Hall. Fans and 
guests are also encouraged to 
tour and visit the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
on Enshrinement Weekend, 
where special events such as 
the Ice Cube Impact Award 
and SuperFan presentations 
will take place. 

Details of the schedule 
of events for Enshrinement 
2025 are as follows:

Friday, Sept. 5
Class of 2025 Autograph 

Session at Mohegan Sun 
(Uncasville, Conn.)

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Meet the Class of 2025 at 

their first public Enshrine-
ment Weekend event! Each 
ticket to this event grants 
you the opportunity to re-
ceive one autograph per 
class member.

Enshrinement 2025 Me-
dia Availability at Mohegan 
Sun

2 to 4 p.m.
The Hall of Fame will 

implement a new media 
availability format, offering 
structured interview stations 
and podium access to the in-
ductees to facilitate in-depth 
coverage.

Enshrinement Tip-Off 
Celebration and Awards 
Gala at Mohegan Sun

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.: Recep-
tion

6:30 to 7:30 p.m.: Red 
Carpet 

8-10 p.m.: Gala Program
The Class of 2025 and 

the Hall’s prestigious annu-
al award recipients will be 
celebrated at this televised 
Enshrinement event at Mo-
hegan Sun. This event will 
feature the unveiling of the 
Class of 2025 rings, present-
ed by Baron Championship 
Rings, and the awarding of 
the Class of 2025 Hall of 
Fame jackets, provided by 
Reveal Suits. The program 
will also include the presen-
tation of the Hall’s annu-
al John W. Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the 
Curt Gowdy Media Awards, 
and recognition for the Na-
tional Wheelchair Basket-
ball Hall of Fame Class of 
2025.

Saturday, Sept. 6
Naismith Basketball Hall 

of Fame Museum Hours
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Jr. NBA Clinic at Na-

ismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame (Springfield, Mass.) 
9 to 11 a.m.

Young athletes will take 
part in a high-energy Jr. 
NBA basketball clinic that 
focuses on fun, skill develop-
ment, and teamwork. Partic-
ipants will work with trained 
coaches on fundamentals 
such as dribbling, shooting, 
passing, and defense, while 
also learning the core values 
of the game, sportsmanship, 
respect, and effort.

Coaches Circle Presenta-
tion at Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame (Springfield, 
Mass.)

1 to 2 p.m.
Join us in celebrating the 

exceptional coaches who 
will be honored with bench-

es in the Naismith Coaching 
Circle. Established in 2015, 
the Naismith Coaches Circle 
program was created to pay 
tribute to basketball’s first 
coach, Dr. James Naismith, 
and to uphold the core val-
ues he instilled in his players: 
teamwork, determination, 
self-respect, leadership, ini-
tiative, and perseverance.

Ice Cube Impact Award 
Presentation at Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
(Springfield, Mass.) 

2 to 2:30 p.m.
Jalen Rose, former player, 

TV analyst, and philanthro-
pist, will be honored in a cer-
emony on the Jerry Colan-
gelo Court of Dreams. This 
award recognizes individuals 
making substantial contri-
butions to their communi-
ties through basketball.

Note: Ice Cube is sched-
uled to present the award in 
person

SuperFan Presentation at 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame (Springfield, Mass.)

2:30 to 3 p.m.
Several NBA SuperFans 

will be honored in the James 
F. Goldstein SuperFan Gal-
lery. This special space is 
dedicated to celebrating the 
most iconic and passionate 
fans of the game. 

NOTE: The 2025 Super-
Fan Class will be announced 
at a later date

Enshrinement Ceremo-
ny Reception at the Marri-
ott Springfield Downtown 
(Springfield, Mass.)

4 to 5:45 p.m.
Toast the incoming Hall 

of Fame Class of 2025 at the 
Marriott’s rooftop prior to 
the sport’s ultimate recogni-
tion. The party is limited to 
select ticket holders for the 
Enshrinement Ceremony.

Enshrinement Ceremony 
Red Carpet Show at Sym-
phony Hall (Springfield, 
Mass.)

6 to 7 p.m.
The Class of 2025, re-

turning Hall of Famers, and 
many of the sport’s icons 
walk the red carpet in a live 
NBA TV broadcast from 
outside Symphony Hall and 
down East Columbus Ave-
nue.

Enshrinement Ceremony 
at Symphony Hall

7 to 9 p.m.
One of the most elite 

events on the basketball 
calendar, the Hall of Fame 
Class of 2025 will be for-
mally enshrined into the 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame in a nationally tele-
vised ceremony on NBA TV. 
The stars of basketball will 
gather to celebrate the new-
est group of the sport’s icon-
ic figures.

HoopHall releases
enshrinement schedule into this year’s finals af-

ter defeating sixth-seeded 
STCC Alum in a penalty 
shootout in the quarter-
finals, and Lusitano Red, 
6-2, in the semifinals.

Cap & Hitch (11-1) 
joined the prestigious 
summer league a year 
ago. They dispatched 
eighth-seeded Empower 
Health, 5-0, in the quarter-
finals and the White’s 6-2 
in the semifinals.

“This was just an un-
believable match by both 
teams. It’s tough that 
someone had to lose,” said 
Cap & Hitch head coach 
Bennett Walsh. “I’ve never 
been involved in a match 
where they were 18 shots in 
the penalty shootout. I’m 
very proud of my guys.”

Both teams had chanc-
es to take the lead during 
the first half, which was 40 
minutes long.

Cap & Hitch had the 
first opportunity during 
the 26th minute.

Ethan Czaporows-
ki, who played soccer at 
Belchertown High School, 
weaved around a couple of 
defenders inside the box 
before firing a shot that 
deflected off the crossbar.

Another former 
Belchertown player listed 
on the Cap & Hitch ros-
ter is Shay O’Neill, who’s 
father, Devin, is the long-
time men’s soccer coach 
at Western New England 
University. 

A minute later, Gabri-
el Ganzer, who plays for 
Villa, had a breakaway 
opportunity, but his shot 
attempt bounced off the 
left post.

Ganzer, who’s a former 
member of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers, recorded 
a hat-trick in last year’s fi-
nals. He was also selected 
as the 2024 MVP winner.

This year’s champion-
ship match was still score-
less at the half.

Cap & Hitch was given 
a penalty shot by referee 
Fabio Cardoso following a 
foul in the box twenty min-
utes into the second half.

Kamer Nuhiu, who 
graduated from Agawam 
High School, stepped 
up to the line and fired a 
shot into the net past Mo-
rales-Fernandez.

During that sequence, 
Cardoso gave Tomas a red 
card leaving Villa with only 
ten players on the field.

Cardoso continued 
to issue yellow cards like 
they were parking tickets, 
which kept the match from 
getting out of control.

Basile tied the score at 
1-1 after putting a shot 
into the net past goalie Al-
berto Truoiolo with only a 
couple seconds remaining 
in regulation.

“I just saw an opportu-
nity,” he said. “I just swung 
my foot and watched the 

ball roll to the back of the 
net. It just felt great.” 

At the end of the sec-
ond overtime period, Bry-
ant Keeney had a chance 
to be the hero for Villa, but 
his line-drive shot hooked 
wide.

The nine Villa players 
that made PK’s during 
the shootout were Andre 
Morrison, Joao Miranda, 
Shane Sewell, Andrew Or-
tiz, Quin Serafino, Mason 
Perham, Mike Willis, Mc-
Carthy, and Ganzer.

The eight PK’s made 
by the Cap & Hitch play-
ers were Simba Pelletier, 
Bennett Walsh Jr., John 
Senn-McNally, Dominic 
Cirelli, Connor Weslocki, 
Czaporowski, O’Neill, and 
Nuhiu.

Morales-Fernandez fi-
nally ended the match by 
making a save on a shot at-
tempt by Nathan Sanchez. 

It was another memora-
ble summer for the mem-
bers of Villa FC.

 

MEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
FROM PAGE 7

Shay O’Neill, of Belchertown, heads up the field with the ball.

Support your local 
sports teams



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday,August 22, 2025  PAGE 9

- community -

in your body, so some salty 
snacks are a good addition.

 Listen to your body and 
keep an eye on others. Heat 
illness can develop very 
rapidly and is not always 
obvious before it becomes 
life-threatening.

  Most of all, don’t hes-

itate to seek medical treat-
ment if  you suspect heat 
exhaustion or heat stroke. 
You want to make sure to be 
around when things cool off  
in autumn!

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of North-
shore Patient Advocates LLC 

(NShore).  She is also found-
er and CEO of Nurse Ad-
vocate Entrepreneur, which 
trains medical professionals 
to become successful private 
patient advocates. Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
newspaper readers as well as 
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates.   Reach her 
at  Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

veterans recently; Rev. 
Ken Winters and Paul Mc-
Quaid. He said Winters 
dedicated 20 years of ser-
vice to the U.S. Navy and 
McQuaid served four years 
in the U.S. Coast Guard.

Both were active mem-
bers of the community.

“Their legacies of ser-
vice, integrity, and dedica-
tion will not be forgotten,” 
he said.

Appointments
The board reappointed 

Sue Lewandowski to the 
Downtown Development 
Committee. 

The board also appoint-
ed Karen Hubacz as a reg-

ular member on the Plan-
ning Board; Sadie Kiley 
as an alternate member on 
the Planning Board; Juli-
anna Petraitis to the Cul-
tural Council; and Maggie 
Woodward to the School 
Committee.

Hubacz is a lifelong res-
ident of the town and has 
served on several boards 
and committees, including 
the Finance Committee 
and Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. She has also served 
on the Highway Search 
Committee and the Town 
Administrator Search 
Committee.

Kiley, who is Hubacz’s 
daughter, said she was 
looking forward to helping 
out on the Planning Board. 

Petraitis said she has 

lived in town for most 
of her life and she hopes 
to help the communi-
ty through the Cultural 
Council. 

Woodward has children 
in the school district and 
volunteered to fill the va-
cancy on the committee. 
She is currently involved 
in the school district’s task 
force.

Lake Lashaway 200th
 anniversary

Historian Brandon Av-
ery said he and Heather 
Jablonski have partnered 
with East Brookfield to 
plan the 200th celebration 
of Lake Lashaway in 2028. 

“We’re getting started 
early,” Avery said. 

Avery welcomed anyone 
interested in getting in-

volved with the celebration 
to contact him. He said 
fundraising events for the 
200th celebration will start 
next year. 

Avery said they are also 
looking for historical and 
personal stories and photo-
graphs of Lake Lashaway 
to be shared during the cel-
ebration. 

Dog licenses
Board of Selectmen 

Clerk Ralph Kay read 
a memo from the Town 
Clerk regarding annual 
dog licensing. The letter 
states that so far, 629 own-
ers have licensed their dogs, 
but 44 owners have not re-
sponded or licensed their 
dogs since 2023. 

The Town Clerk re-
minded dog owners that 

it is state law that requires 
owners to register their 
dogs, or notify the Town 
Clerk if  the dog no longer 
resides in town. Late fees 
will be $50 per household 
beginning Sept. 1.

Financial items
The board approved a 

spending request from the 
Council on Aging in the 
amount of $1,642.80 for 
postage to mail a Senior 
Center survey. There are 
1,114 surveys and return 
envelopes to be mailed.

Gilman said this ex-
pense will be paid through 
grant funding.

Senior citizen barbecue
State Rep. Donnie Ber-

thiaume will sponsor a 
free multi-town senior 
barbecue on Friday, Sept. 

26 at 11 a.m. at the North 
Brookfield Sportsmen’s 
Club. Reservations can be 
made at the Senior Center 
by Sept. 19.

Recognition
Resident Diane Hop-

kins wrote a letter to the 
Board of Selectmen com-
mending the volunteers at 
the Transfer Station who 
organize the take-it-or-
leave-it shed. Hopkins said 
they do a great job organiz-
ing the shed, including the 
books. 

Special town meeting
A special town meet-

ing will be held during the 
Board of Selectmen’s meet-
ing on Tuesday, Aug. 26 to 
address a prior year’s bill 
with a one warrant article. 

N BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian politician
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Covers in soft 

material
 16. Walk around
 17. Ancient region in 

Syria
 18. French painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Cow part
 22. Rocky peak
 23. Secret plan
 24. Sings to one’s lover
 27. More (Spanish)
 30. Father
 31. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

 32. Hat
 35. In agreement
 37. A person’s brother 

or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Monetary units
 40. Partner to cheese

 41. About Sun
 42. A place to dance
 43. Performer __ Lo 

Green
 44. Beach accessory
 45. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Pooch
 48. Honorific title added 

to family name
 49. Salts
 52. Lichens genus
 55. Lowest point of a 

ridge
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian language
 61. Gold measurement
 63. Italian seaport
 64. Longtime late night 

host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. U. of Miami mascot
 67. Mid-month day
 68. Omitted from printed 

matter
 69. Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed sloth
  2. Cooking ingredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Publicly outs
  5. Steep-sided hollow
  6. Spoke
  7. General law or rule
  8. Extravagantly 

theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 12. __ fide: legitimate
 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Top exec
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Extract money via 

taxation
 28. Dyes
 29. Cloying sweetness
 32. Soft drinks
 33. Capital of Guam
 34. Chemical compound 
 36. The bill in a 

restaurant
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. Late comedian 

Newhart
 40. Health care for the 

aged
 41. Wise individuals
 43. A passage with 

access only at one 
end

 44. Trim
 46. Former OSS
 47. The upper surface of 

the mouth
 49. Edible lily bulbs
 50. Type of reef
 51. Vaccine developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. A place to store lawn 

tools
 54. Rare goose native to 

Hawaii
 57. Hollywood pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Take a chance
 61. Spanish soldier
 62. Mark Wahlberg 

comedy

was hoping the five pup-
pies in the unit would be 
adopted during Dog Days 
of Summer. Many guests 
with their fury pals got to 
meet the puppies through 
the window of the adop-
tion unit, which was parked 
inside the beer garden of 
Oakholm Brewery. 

There were several ways 
to support Second Chance 
Animal Services. Direct do-
nations were accepted and 
there were also proceeds 
from purchases of dog ban-
danas and a purchase of 
Oakholm Brewery’s tropi-
cal tractor shandy. A por-
tion of the purchase of this 
beverage goes to support 
Second Chance Animal 
Services. 

There were dog vendors 
available as well, including 
Willy Bear Designs. This 
company is based out of 
Belchertown and has dog 
bandanas available for pur-
chase during Dog Days of 

Summer.
Julie Miller is the own-

er of Willy Bear Designs 
and has been in business 
for four years. The name 
was inspired by one of her 
dogs, Willy, who she some-

times calls “Willy Bear”. 
This was the first time Willy 
Bear Designs participated 
in Dog Days of Summer. 

One of the four legged 
visitors to Dog Days of 
Summer is Callie, a 2-year-

old English Springer Span-
iel. Callie’s owner Lisa says 
she is a very friendly dog 
who likes to make friends 
with both humans and 
dogs.

“She makes friends ev-

erywhere she goes,” Lisa 
said. 

For live music, Jared 
Fiske and Jon Taylor were 
performing out in the Beer 
Garden while Dog Days of 
Summer was taking place. 

Pup’s Pizza was serving up 
delicious pizza all day. 

More information on 
Second Chance Animal 
Services can be found at 
www.secondchanceani-
mals.org. 

DOG DAYS
FROM PAGE 1

The mobile adoption unit from Second Chance Animal Services had five puppies looking for a new home during Dog Days 
of Summer.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Dog bandanas from Willy Bear Designs of Belchertown.
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Town of Warren
JOB OPENING

HIGHWAY HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Do you enjoy working outdoors?

Would you like to be part of a thriving, 
friendly and dedicated team?

The Town of Warren Highway Department is seeking a 
qualified candidate for the full-time position as a Driver/
Laborer/Machine Operator. The Town of Warren is 
committed to equal opportunity, encourages diversity and 
inclusion, and believes that a positive culture of inclusion in 
Town governance contributes to the town’s overall qualities 
as a great place to live and work. We welcome all to apply.
Salary: Starting at $24.78 per hour
Hours: M-Thurs., 6:00am – 4:00pm – April 1 – Nov 30
 M-F 6:00am – 2:00pm, - Dec. 1 – March 31
Overtime is required for: emergency calls including 
during snow and ice storms. Required Licensing/
Certification: Possession of a valid 2B Hoisting license  
and MA Class B CDL.
Applicants: To be considered for this vacancy, please 
submit a cover letter and resume by no later than 4 pm on 
Thursday September 4th, 2025. Resumes will be accepted 
via email to Jeremy Olson at olson@warren-ma.gov, or 
dropped off to: Town of Warren Highway Dept.. 87 Brimfield 
Rd, Warren, MA 01083 or mailed to Warren Highway 
Department, P.O. Box 628, Warren, MA 01083.

For a complete job description please visit the Town’s 
website www.warren-ma.gov

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, In observance of LABOR DAY, 
the Classifieds have an the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, To advertise, 
place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Thursday, August 28
Thank you!Thank you!

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

BOSTON – State Audi-
tor Diana DiZoglio’s Office 
released an audit of the Can-
nabis Control Commission, 
reviewing the period from 
July 1, 2022, through June 
30, 2024.

The CCC is the indepen-
dent agency responsible for 
developing and enforcing 
regulations over the marijua-
na industry in Massachusetts. 
Among the audit’s findings 
is that the CCC’s misman-
agement of prorated fees for 
license extensions resulted in 
revenue loss, procedural in-
equity, noncompliance with 
state regulations, and the 
appearance of potential fa-
voritism and/or impropriety 
with respect to some being 
required to pay fees, while 
others inexplicably did not 
need to do so.

CCC management failed 
to institute procedures to 
fully quantify and accurate-
ly and equitably administer 
license extensions. These 
failures, alongside the CCC’s 
failure to institute proce-
dures to properly supervise 
licensing staff, contributed 
to a significant breakdown 
of the internal controls over 

requests for and approvals of 
extensions. 

As a result, not all fees 
were appropriately billed. 
The CCC did not maintain 
appropriate documentation 
regarding those instances 
where fees were not appro-
priately collected or waived, 
and did not follow its own 
stipulated process with re-
spect to fee collection in these 
instances. 

Verbal conversations took 
the place of a documented 
process in instances where 
fees were not collected. These 
procedural inequities con-
tribute to an appearance of 
potential impropriety, which 
could erode the public’s trust 
in the CCC.

The CCC violated state 
regulations and applicable 
policies by failing to ensure 
that fines were assessed and 
collected within reasonable 
timeframes and by not des-
ignating a hearing officer to 
oversee related hearings.

The absence of both time-
ly enforcement and a hearing 
officer allows for unresolved 
compliance issues at marijua-
na establishments to persist 
or potentially worsen. De-

lays in enforcement under-
mine regulatory effectiveness 
by adversely impacting the 
CCC’s ability to administer 
and enforce applicable laws 
and regulations and may cre-
ate an inequitable situation, 
especially for disadvantaged 
smaller establishments that 
lack the resources to inde-
pendently navigate prolonged 
enforcement processes. 

Lengthy timeframes, es-
pecially around enforcement 
action, put customers at po-
tential risk either of purchas-
ing and consuming contam-
inated or expired marijuana 
products, or being exposed to 
other public health risks. Ad-
ditionally, the lack of a hear-
ing officer compromises due 
process rights for licensees 
subject to fines and enforce-
ment actions.

Furthermore, the audit 
found the CCC’s failure to 
review existing host com-
munity agreements allowed 
agreements that contained 
unenforceable language and 
noncompliant provisions to 
remain in effect despite its 
authority and obligation to 
regulate these HCAs under 
Chapter 180 of the Acts of 

2022. Noncompliant HCAs 
put undue financial burdens 
on small businesses in a bur-
geoning industry.

Moreover, the audit found 
the CCC did not have a doc-
umented and transparent 
process for employee settle-
ment agreements containing 
non-disclosure, non-dispar-
agement, or similarly restric-
tive clauses.

If the CCC does not have 
a documented and transpar-
ent process, which would 
hold itself  accountable, to 
handle employee settlement 
agreements, especially those 
containing non-disclosure, 
non-disparagement, or simi-
larly restrictive clauses, then 
it cannot ensure that employ-
ee settlements are handled in 
an equitable, ethical, legal, 
and consistent manner.

Additionally, the audit 
found that a breakdown of 
management structure and 
role consolidation contribut-
ed to operational and compli-
ance risks. The CCC failed to 
implement sufficient controls 
related to the administration 
of the marijuana regulation 
fund and its HCA review 
process and did not have a 

fully compliant internal con-
trol plan as required by the 
Office of the Comptroller’s 
Internal Control Guide.

This inadequate internal 
control environment contrib-
uted to several operational 
and financial risks, including:

absence of control testing, 
which resulted in inconsistent 
practices, a lack of clearly 
documented procedures, and 
diminished organizational 
accountability;

deficient oversight in li-
censing, HCA reviews, and 
management of the MRF, as 
evidenced by missing docu-
mentation of final approvals 
and unreconciled financial 
activity, raising concerns 
about transparency, fairness, 
and regulatory reliability; 
and

the lack of a fully com-
pliant internal control plan 
leaves the CCC unprepared 
to address emerging risk 
posed by an unstable organi-
zational structure.

The audit also found 
the CCC failed to identify 
double payments for license 
fees and did not ensure that 
revenues were coded and 
classified. The failure to im-

plement adequate financial 
controls resulted in several 
risks and inefficiencies, in-
cluding financial misstate-
ments and reporting inac-
curacies; increased risk of 
noncompliance and audit 
findings; erosion of public 
and stakeholder trust; oper-
ational inefficiencies and re-
source strain; and potential 
for financial loss or fraud.

“Our audit identified a 
number of issues that un-
dermine and negatively im-
pact the Cannabis Control 
Commission’s mission to eq-
uitably and effectively over-
see the cannabis industry in 
Massachusetts,” said DiZo-
glio. “Our team appreciates 
the Commission’s coopera-
tion throughout this audit, 
which serves to identify areas 
for needed improvements to 
better serve the residents of 
the Commonwealth. We en-
courage the Cannabis Con-
trol Commission to adopt 
our office’s recommenda-
tions for improvement and 
will be revisiting the Com-
mission’s progress in rough-
ly six months as part of our 
post-audit review.”

Audit identifies mismanagement/violation at CCC

Everyone loves a good 
deal, and scammers know it. 
Counterfeit coupons are a 
popular way for scammers to 
steal your identity and mon-
ey. 

These fake deals are trick-
ing consumers on websites, 
social media platforms, and 
in texts and email inboxes. 
While motives and methods 
vary, phony coupons often 
mean serious losses for re-
tailers, consumers, or both.

How this scam works
Usually, fake coupons 

are worth much more than 
real ones, offering steep dis-

counts like 80% off. By us-
ing brands’ official logos, it’s 
nearly impossible to tell if  it’s 
fake or not. 

In one variation of this 
scam, you may be scrolling 
on social media or checking 
your email and come across 
an ad with a coupon or pro-
mo code offering a major dis-
count on products at a popu-
lar retail store. You click on 
the link and make a purchase 
using the promo code.

After several days or 
weeks without your order 
being received, you find out 
that the website was fake and 

your order was never actu-
ally received. Your order’s 
“tracking number” may tell 
you the package was deliv-
ered when, in reality, your 
order never existed. 

If you try to reach out to 
the company to get a refund, 
you may find that the com-
pany’s website no longer ex-
ists or they refuse to respond 
to your emails and calls.

In another variation of 
this scam, you come across a 
website, either through a web 
search or an ad on social me-
dia, for coupons from major 
retailers. In some cases, get-
ting the “coupons” requires 
subscribing to a coupon ser-
vice and paying a monthly 
membership fee. 

Once you sign up, the ser-
vice promises to either send 
you digital coupons or paper 
coupons in the mail. You 
may never receive any cou-
pons, or you might receive 
coupons that are fake. Plus, 
by signing up, you’ve hand-
ed over your personal details 
and possibly your credit card 
information to a dishonest 
stranger.

You may also come across 
coupons that offer deals in 
exchange for sharing a link 
on social media. Don’t do it. 
The link leads to a third-par-
ty website where visitors en-
ter personal information in 
exchange for the coupon. 

In most cases, after sign-
ing up, you never receive any 
coupons. Instead, you’ve giv-
en your personal details to 
scammers.
How to avoid similar scams

Don’t fall for deals that 
are too good to be true. Be 
skeptical. If  a coupon is val-
ued near or above the retail 
price of an item, consider it 
a red flag.

Check the source of 
the coupon. If the coupon 
doesn’t come from a recog-
nized coupon distributor, the 

manufacturer, or a specific 
store, be wary. If you aren’t 
sure about a coupon, visit the 
company’s website directly to 
look for the coupon on their 
official site or contact their 
customer service line to in-
quire about the coupon. 

Think before you click on 
links in emails. If  you receive 
a coupon via email, hover 
your mouse over the link 
without clicking on it to see 
where it will take you. 

If the URL looks like a 
random assortment of let-
ters and numbers, or if  it is 
a shortened link that doesn’t 
reveal where it’s taking you, 
don’t click it. Check the 
sender’s email address to see 
if  it is legitimate. 

Only visit official websites 
to avoid downloading mal-
ware onto your computer. 

Read coupons carefully. 
If  a coupon doesn’t have an 
expiration date, if  it looks 
photocopied, or if  it con-
tains spelling and grammar 
errors, you’re probably deal-
ing with a fake.

Don’t trade personal in-
formation for perks. A real 
business will not ask for your 
personal information, such 
as your credit card number 
or bank account informa-
tion, in exchange for a cou-
pon or to enter a giveaway. 

Promotional offers that 
ask for personal informa-
tion are usually scams. You 
shouldn’t have to pay to re-
ceive a coupon either.

Do a search for coupon 
scams. When in doubt, search 
the coupon offer along with 
the word “scam.” This will 
often bring up similar offers 
that are fake and can help 
you determine whether a 
coupon is real or not.

Find more consumer tips 
to avoid scams at the Better 
Business Bureau’s website, 
BBB.org.

- community -

Watch out for fake coupons on social media BBB warns of loan
processing company scam

Scammers are at it 
again, posing as repre-
sentatives from loan pro-
cessing companies to trick 
consumers into sharing 
personal information, first 
using the name Jessica, 
now Evelyn from “Lending 
Union’s west coast branch” 
(Lending Union is not a 
real company).

This advanced fee loan 
phishing scam often comes 
in the form of harassing 
phone calls and voicemails. 
The caller insists they need 
to verify minor details, 
such as your income, to 
finalize your loan appli-
cation. While the message 
may sound convincing, it’s 
a ruse to steal your private 
information. 

How the scam works
You receive a call or 

voicemail from someone 
claiming to be from a loan 
processing team. The call-
er says they’ve been trying 
to contact you about your 
loan application and need 
to verify some final details 
to complete your approv-
al, although, more than 
likely, you never applied 
for a loan. They provide a 
callback number and appli-
cation ID to make the mes-
sage seem legitimate. 

The voicemail empha-
sizes urgency, requesting 
you call back before a spe-
cific deadline to finalize the 
loan. 

The Better Business 
Bureau has received over 
500 Scam Tracker reports 
about “Jessica” and over 
1,000 about “Evelyn” in-
dicating that scammers 
are aggressively targeting 
consumers. People report 
receiving multiple calls per 
day, often from different 
phone numbers but with 
nearly identical voicemail 
scripts. 

Realistically, there is no 
loan, and returning the call 
could lead to scammers 
collecting sensitive infor-
mation, such as your Social 
Security number, bank ac-
count details, or other per-
sonal data. 

Tips to avoid this scam
Verify the company’s 

legitimacy. If you’re con-
tacted about a loan ap-
plication you don’t recall 
submitting, hang up and 
do your research. Look up 
the company name online 
and contact them directly 
using verified contact in-
formation.

Never share personal 
information with unsolic-
ited callers. Scammers of-
ten ask for details like your 
Social Security number or 
bank account information. 
Avoid sharing sensitive in-
formation over the phone 
unless you initiate the call. 

Watch for red flags in 
voicemails. Be wary of 
messages with vague de-
tails, generic names, or 
urgent demands for a call-
back. Scammers often use 
scripted messages to target 
as many people as possible.  

Avoid calling unknown 
numbers back. Resist the 
urge to call the number 
back. Returning calls to 
unknown or suspicious 
numbers could connect 
you to scammers or result 
in unexpected fees.  

Check for scam reports. 
Look up the phone num-
ber or details of the voice-
mail online. Many victims 
post about similar scams to 
warn others.  

Report suspicious ac-
tivity. If you believe you’ve 
been contacted by a scam-
mer, report the incident to 
BBB Scam Tracker at BBB.
org/ScamTracker.a

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full time. 
Squier will provide CDL school for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities in-
clude the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis 
(413) 519-8195
Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
part-time Town Hall Floater/Select-
board Administrative Assistant/As-
sistant Town Clerk.  $20-$22 per hour 
based on experience. 15 hours per week.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

LABOR DAY SALE!!!
DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT SIDEWALK SALE!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SEE FLYER INSIDE!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$689,900  

21-22 Beach Drive
West Brookfield, MA

Lakefront living at 
it’s  best on fully 

recreational
Lake Wickaboag!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

PEACHESPEACHESPEACHES

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

   Labor Day    Labor Day 
WeekendWeekend

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

East Brookfield Police Log
During the week of July 

26-27, the East Brookfield Po-
lice Department responded to 
16 building/property checks, 
14 directed area patrols, one 
traffic control, four radar as-
signments, four emergency 
911 calls, two complaints, and 
17 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of East Brookfield.

Saturday, July 26
3:27 a.m. Mutual Aid 

Ambulance, Spencer, No Ac-
tion Required

1:40 p.m. Mutual Aid 
Ambulance, Spencer, Ser-
vices Rendered

8:14 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 

Route 49, Services Rendered

Sunday, July 27
3:38 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Baker Hill Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12 p.m. 911 Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Route 49, Dispatch Handled

1:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:43 pm. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-

tion Issued
1:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

2:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

5:35 p.m. Traffic Control, 
East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

5:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

6:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

6:29 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

During the week of Aug. 
4-11, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 11 build-
ing/property checks, eight 
directed/area patrols, four 
radar assignments, one traf-
fic control, three emergency 
911 calls, one citizen assist, 
one assist other agency, one 
motor vehicle investigation, 
three complaints, one motor 
vehicle accident, two animal 
calls and three motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, Aug. 4
2:44 p.m. Complaint, 

Pierce Road, Officer Han-
dled

Tuesday, Aug. 5
7:48 p.m. Complaint, 

Barre Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

10:24 p.m. Fire Alarm, 
West Brookfield Road, In-
vestigated

Wednesday, Aug. 6
12:02 p.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Investigation, Oakham 
Road, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, Aug. 7
11:32 a.m. 911 Misdi-

al, Dennis Whitney Road, 

Services Rendered
12:11 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

6:41 p.m. 911 Com-
plaint/Motor Vehicle Op-
erations, Hardwick Road, 
Negative Contact

Friday, Aug. 8
4:05 p.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Crash, Barre Cut Off 
Road, Vehicle Towed

Sunday, Aug. 10
12:43 p.m. Assist Citi-

zen, Gilbertville Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

New Braintree Police Log

LWPA hosts 8th Annual Poker Run on Aug. 23
WEST BROOK-

FIELD—The Lake Wick-
aboag Preservation Associa-
tion will host its 8th annual 
Poker Run on Saturday, Aug. 
23 from 2-5 p.m.; in case of 
rain, the event will be held 
the following Saturday, Aug. 
30, also from 2-5 p.m.  

The event is a fun way to 
get out and spend time with 

friends while enjoying the 
wonders of Lake Wickabo-
ag. 

The LWPA Poker Run 
has little to do with poker 
beyond using poker hand 
rankings to score the game. 
To play, players simply need 
a scoresheet and a winning 
attitude.

On the day of the Poker 

Run, for a $20 donation to 
the LWPA, players can pur-
chase a scoresheet at any of 
the five dealer pontoon boats 
marked with red flags. With 
scoresheet in hand, play-
ers can then take a leisurely 
cruise or paddle to each of 
the dealer boats in any order 
they choose to be dealt one 
card. 

To improve their chances 
of a winning hand, players 
can purchase an extra card 
at any one of the dealer 
boats for an additional $10. 
Dealers will mark the cards 
dealt on players’ scoresheets. 
For final hands to be count-
ed and scored, players must 
turn in their scoresheets to 
any dealer boat no later than 

5 p.m. 
LWPA volunteers will 

tabulate and score all score-
sheets, and the winner of the 
game will be the player who 
has the best five-card poker 
hand at the end of the event. 
Second and third place win-
ners will also be determined 
by their hands. 

Winners will be an-

nounced at 7 p.m. at the Lake 
Wickaboag Boat Club, or 
contacted by phone. Players 
must be sure their name and 
phone number are clearly 
printed on their scoresheet.

For more information 
and updates, please visit the 
LWPA website at lakewick-
aboag.com, or visit their 
Facebook page.


