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Thirty cadets signed up for the Barre Police Department’s Youth Academy, held at Quabbin Regional High School.

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Cadets complete Police Dept.s Youth Academy

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

BARRE - For the fourth
year, the Barre Police De-
partment hosted its Youth
Academy for students in
grades seven through 12.

This year, the academy
was held at Quabbin Re-
gional Middle High School,
and 30 cadets from the
school district and beyond
signed up to participate.

Led by instructors Ser-
geant Russel Davidson and
School Resource Officer

Mark Sawyer, the academy
was free for all students,
thanks to generous support
from local businesses, do-
nors and the school district.

“It runs on community
donations,” Davidson said.

The idea for the acad-
emy came about several

years ago when Davidson
was the School Resource
Officer at Quabbin Region-
al Middle High School, and
he led a similar program
during the school year. He
wanted to expand on that
program and open it up to
more students.

“I wanted to do one over
the summer,” Davidson
said.

Barre Police Chief James
Sabourin was supportive of
the idea, and the summer
academy was created.

See CADETS PAGE 5

BOS
approves
paving
project

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The Board of Se-
lectmen approved addition-
al paving on North Main
Street at their meeting last
Tuesday.

This project will span
from Spring Street to utility
pole two on East Brookfield
Road, which is about 50 feet
past the intersection with
Ward Street. The project
will pave the entirety of Gil-
bert Street.

The total cost of the proj-
ect is estimated at $347,490.

Town Accountant Shie-
la Leblanc broke down
the cost, which includes
$321,656 for the roadwork,
$13,000 for aprons, $8,544
for off duty detail and
$4,300 for line painting. The
cost of the project comes

See N BROOKFIELD
PAGE 9

The historic game of Go comes
to West Brookfield Library

Local musician
guides play

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The West Brookfield Li-

TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY
John Baptista (left) is shown with some of the new Go players at the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library in
West Brookfield.

brary, has books, as does
any library. Also, each
month has different activi-
ties and events that citizens
of the town and region can
experience and take part

Upstairs on the ear-
ly evening of Aug. 11 at

5 p.m. West Brookfield’s
Merriam-Gilbert  library
hosted the kickoff meeting
of the West Brookfield Go
Club.

Go is a game of strategy

See GAME OF GO
PAGE 6

Brookfield Freedomfest

Event celebrates U.S.
250th anniversary

BROOKFIELD - This
past Saturday, the town par-
tied like it was 1776 during
the Brookfield Freedomfest
event, held on the common.

This event was sponsored
by the Brookfield Cultural
Council, and was a celebra-
tion of the nation’s 250th

anniversary of indepen-
dence.
Freedomfest  featured

many musical performanc-
es throughout the day,
activities for children, a
maze, touch-a-truck, Colo-
nial games, arts and crafts,
dance demonstrations,
graffiti art and caricatures
and a contest for the “Best
Colonial/Americana  At-
tire” and “Best American
(Red, White and Blue) Des-
sert.”

The armed forces branch-
es were also represented,
and festival attendees were
able to interact with the
National Lancers of Massa-
chusetts, a mounted cavalry

TURLEY PHOTO BY CAMREN ROBERTSON

Members of the National Lancers of Massachusetts rode around the
common during Brookfield Freedomfest this past Saturday to cele-
brate the nation’s 250th anniversary. This event was sponsored by the

Brookfield Cultural Council.

unit.

Numerous vendors and
food trucks offered a vari-

ety of food and beverage
options throughout the day.
See more photos on page 8.

Ed Popielarczyk puts on magic show

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The audience at the East
Brookfield Public Library
were about to be amazed by
the magic show of Ed Pop-
ielarczyk.

Popielarczyk has been
doing magic shows for near-
ly 35 years, and this year he
returned to East Brookfield
for some new tricks and new
laughs. Popielarczyk also
creates his own balloon art

and also hosts a flea circus.

Many of his tricks re-
quire audience participation
and several children came
up to help.

Caleb was one of Pop-
ielarczyk’s helpers who as-
sisted with his mail a letter
trick. Caleb’s job was to
hold up the miniature post
office where the letter is sup-
posed to go.

For some reason, the
trick went wrong and the
post office fell into pieces
even though Caleb held onto
it perfectly. Despite the mess,

the letter was magically de-
livered to the post office.

In this show, Popielarczyk
featured his new invention —
a box-shaped shoe-cleaning
machine that can clean any
shoe. One audience member
volunteered her sneaker to
be cleaned in the shoe-clean-
ing machine.

The trick seemed to go
well, but all of the sudden
smoke made its way out of
the machine and a burned

See MAGIC SHOW
PAGE 6

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYA DRAGO
Caleb, left, helped magician Ed Popielarczyk with his mail a letter trick at the East Brookfield Public Library.
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Annual event benefits
Why Me & Sherry’s
House

WORCESTER - Area
residents recently completed
the annual 100 Mile Ruck
March to benefit Why Me &
Sherry’s House in Worces-
ter.

Over the course of four
days, 50 athletes rucked 25
miles each day to reach 100
miles.

This event has raised over
$1 million over the past six
years to benefit local families
facing childhood cancer. To
donate, visit https://whyme.
org/campaign_event/ruck-
march-2026/.

Greg Guertin of North Brookfield
is shown crossing water during
the ruck march.
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& Sherry’s House child at the finish line in Worcester.

community
Locals complete 100 Mile Ruck March

Becki Hamel of Barre finished day one of the 100 Mile Ruck March
for Why Me & Sherry’s House at Lilac Hedge Farm in Rutland.

LWPA hosts 9th Annual Poker Run on Aug. 22

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The Lake Wickaboag
Preservation  Association
will host its 9th annual
Poker Run on Saturday,
Aug. 22 from 2-5 p.m.; in
case of rain, the event will
be held the following Sat-
urday, Aug. 29 also from
2-5 p.m.

The event is a fun way to
get out and spend time with
family and friends while en-
joying the wonders of Lake
Wickaboag. Whether by
boat, kayak, or canoe, all
are welcome.

The LWPA Poker Run

has little to do with poker
beyond using poker hand
rankings to score the game.
To play, players simply need
a score sheet and a winning
attitude.

On the day of the Pok-
er Run, for a $20 donation
to the LWPA, players can
purchase a score sheet at
any of the five dealer pon-
toon boats marked with red
flags. With score sheet in
hand, players can then take
a leisurely cruise or paddle
to each of the dealer boats
in any order they choose to
be dealt one card.

To improve their chanc-
es of a winning hand, play-
ers can purchase an extra
card at any one of the deal-
er boats for an addition-
al $10. Dealers will mark
the cards dealt on players’
score sheets.

For final hands to be
counted and scored, play-
ers must turn in their
score sheets to any dealer
boat no later than 5 p.m.
LWPA volunteers will tab-
ulate and score all score
sheets, and the winner of
the game will be the player
who has the best five-card

poker hand at the end of
the event.

Second and third place
winners will also be deter-
mined by their hands.

Winners will be an-
nounced at 7 p.m. at the
Lake Wickaboag Boat Club
or contacted by phone.
Players must be sure their
name and phone number
are clearly printed on their
score sheet.

For more information
and updates, please visit the
LWPA website at lakewick-
aboag.com, or visit their
Facebook page.

Special
election will
be held on
Sept. 1

WEST BROOKFIELD
— A Special Town Election
to elect a Select Board mem-
ber for a two-year term will
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 1.

Last day to register to
vote before the Special
Town Election is Friday,
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the Town Clerk’s office at
2 East Main St.

Anne-St. Patrick Parish
is making it easier for
families to participate in
both Faith Formation
and Sunday Mass with
a newly redesigned class
schedule for the 2026-
2027 program year.

By intentionally cen-
tering its Faith Forma-
tion schedule around the
10 a.m. Sunday Mass, the
parish hopes families can
more easily worship to-
gether while also having

more time back in their
Sundays.

Registration is now
open for Faith Formation
for students in kinder-
garten through grade 11.
Families are encouraged
to register online by Sept.
6, which will help with
class planning, although
registration will remain
open after that date.

The new class schedule
is: grades K-six, Sundays,
8:45-9:45 a.m., before the
10 a.m. Mass.; and grades

OBINSON

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

S ERVI

St. Anne — St. Patrick Parish is offering
Faith Formation program

FISKDALE - St

seven-11, Sundays, 11:15
a.m.-12:30 p.m., after the
10 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation pro-
vides children and teens
with age-appropriate in-
struction in the Catholic
Faith, Sacred Scripture,
Prayer, Christian living,
and preparation for the
Sacraments.

Online registration is
the preferred registration
method and is available
on the parish website. A
paper registration form is
also available for families
who need one.

For more information
or to register, visit www.
StAnneStPatrickParish.
com or call 508-347-9353.

Lighting project is
approved at STM

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - A special town
meeting was held last Tues-
day where residents voted
on and approved six arti-
cles, including a lighting im-
provement project.

The motion was for a
transfer of $98,448 from
the Capital Stabilization ac-
count to be expended under
the direction of the Board
of Selectmen for lighting
improvement projects at the
Haston Free Public Library
and Police Station.

Finance Committee
member Roger Brooks said
there were some incentives
to reduce the cost of the
project, including a 0%
loan from National Grid,
and about $51,000 of the
motion money will be used
to pay the debt, with the
rest rolling back into the

Capital Stabilization ac-
count.
Board of Selectmen

Chair Jamie Gilman said
there were moving parts,

with incentives changing,
and they needed a num-
ber for the motion, so they
stuck with the larger num-
ber. The funds will roll back
at the annual town meeting.

Fire Department items

The town voted to move
to a weak chief form of fire
department rather than a
board of engineers during
this year’s annual town
meeting, so there were addi-
tions to the fire chief salary
voted on.

A total of $9,093.87 was
transferred to the chief sal-
ary account from the assis-
tant chief salary account,
deputy chief salary account
and safety inspector salary
account. Article 5 trans-
ferred $4,625.01 from the
assistant chief salary ac-
count to the Fire Depart-
ment salary account.

Police Department item

Article 6 transferred
$21,200 from the Police
Department office expense
account to the Police De-
partment electricity expense
account.

Vendors wanted for Flea
Market on the common

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The First Congregation-
al Church of West Brook-
field, UCC, 36 North Main
St., has been hosting their
Flea Market on the town
common for more than 50
years.

This year the Flea Mar-
ket will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in
6:30-8:30 a.m.). Sellers of
all kinds are welcome — flea
folk, antique dealers, craft-

ers, product vendors and
those emptying out base-
ments and attics.

No food vendors, please.

Spaces are available for
$40 for a 20 x 20 grassy
spot. Vendors must bring
their own tables and tents.

The church will spon-
sor a food tent with grilled
food, cold drinks and sweet
treats. Email to fccofwbflea-
market@gmail.com for an
application or call Karen at
508-801-7692.

Input needed for Open Space
and Recreation Plan update

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The town of East Brook-
field, with assistance from
the Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning Com-
mission is updating its 2006
Open Space and Recreation
Plan and is seeking input
from residents.

Community members
are encouraged to partic-
ipate in a survey to share
their thoughts on open
space, recreational oppor-
tunities and priorities for
the future. Public feedback
will help guide the develop-
ment of the updated plan,

which is required to main-
tain the town’s eligibility
for state grant funding for
conservation and recre-
ation projects.

Residents can complete
the survey online at https://
tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard
copies are also available at
Town Hall, the East Brook-
field Public Library and the
Senior Center.

The town encourages all
residents to take part and
help shape the future of
East Brookfield’s parks, rec-
reation resources and open
spaces.

Bluegrass Gospel Service
will be held on Aug. 30

WEST BROOKFIELD —
The George Whitefield Unit-
ed Methodist Church will
host a Bluegrass Gospel Ser-
vice at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
Aug. 30 at 33 West Main St.

The program will feature
traditional bluegrass instru-
ments and voices performing
old time Gospel favorites
and other toe-tapping tunes

in the bluegrass style. These
services have been very well
received and are back by
popular demand.

Come as you are and en-
joy some good music and
fellowship. All are welcome.
Refreshments will be served.
Any questions can be direct-
ed to Heidi Jeldres at 978-
989-5736.

RHE

RUDOLF
SMITH

Attorneys Lori Granat

and Michelle Murray
have moved to Worcester.

Now accepting new

clients at:

RUDOLF SMITH LLP

(508) 425-6330

Worcester, MA

446 Main Street, Suite 1503

www.mvsllp.com
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Author shares encyclopedia of Amerlcan wildlife

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The Haston Free
Public Library welcomed
Brad Timm, the author of
“America is Wild!: A State-
By-State Encyclopedia of
American Wildlife”.

Timm is a wildlife ecolo-
gist, nature author and edu-
cator from Hadley, who ar-
rived at the library to share
copies of his book for kids
and adults to review.

During this program,
people learned about plants
and animals that make the
U.S. their home.

Timm’s book featured il-
lustrations of animals that
are notable in each state. IlI-
lustrators for the book were
Jill De Haan, who drew the
plants, and Margaux Sam-
son Abadie who drew the
animals.

Timm wanted his book
to feature a mammal, plant,
bird, reptile, insect, and am-
phibian from each of the 50
U.S. states.

Timm talked about owls
such as barred owls and
great horned owls.

Kids tested their animal
sound skills by imitating the
sounds of different birds.
This exercise helps kids be

Author Brad Timm led his guests to see how many wing flaps they could complete in 30 seconds to see if they could match the number of flaps

a hummingbird can make.

able to identify the animals
they hear.

At one point, the entire
group went around and
shared what their favorite
animals are. The most pop-
ular answers consisted of
cats, dogs and snakes. Youth
Services Librarian Brianna
Lamb shared that her favor-
ite animal is a hermit crab.

On of Timm’s favorite an-
imals are snakes. As a wild-
life ecologist, Timm studied
frogs and snakes. He talked

about how many species of
snakes use their tongue to
smell.

what types of predators
snakes have and Timm said
some examples include owls,

In New England, Timm eagles, raccoons, skunks,
talked about the timber rat- coyotes, foxes and even oth-
tlesnake, which is an endan-  er snakes.

The kids talked about
animals they see near where
they live. The eastern cot-
tontail rabbit is seen a lot in
Massachusetts.

“We live amongst so
much wildlife,” Timm said.

The groups also turned
the page to an illustration

gered species of snake.

Another favorite species
of snake Timm likes is the
eastern hognose snake. This
breed of snake is known
for giving head butts rather
than bites and also knows
how to play dead.

One of the kids asked

and flap their hands as many
times as possible in 30 sec-
onds.

When time was up, most
people got to 60 flaps in 30
seconds. Timm said that
hummingbirds can flap their
wings 1,500 times in 30 sec-
onds, or about 50 times a
second.

Timm also talked about
the importance of identify-
ing certain animals and what
to do if you’re approached
by one. For example, black
bears can be seen often in
New England.

According to Timm, if
someone happens to come
across bear, the idea is to not
run but slowly walk back
and usually the bears walk
away in another direction.

Timm said a lot of wild-
life could be scared of us
as much as we are of them.
Whenever Timm does wild-
life programs he gives advice
to people on what they can
do to help wildlife.

Copies of Timm’s book,
“America is Wild!: A State-
By-State Encyclopedia of
American Wildlife”, can
be found online and on
bookshop.org. A copy of
the book can be read at the

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

of a bobcat. Timm asked
around if guests knew where
the bobcat got its name.

The bobcat got its name
from the shortness of its tail.
According to Timm, a lot of
people mistake bobcats for
mountain lions and Timm
said to look at the tails for
proper identification.

Timm also talked about
hummingbirds, which are
seen often in Massachusetts. Haston Free Public Library,
For a fun exercise, Timm located at 161 North Main

asked the group to stand up  St.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Miss Fairchild will perform at Powder Mill Park on Sunday, Aug. 23 from 2-5 p.m. for the final concert in the Spencer Parks & Recreation Com-
mission’s 2026 Summer Goncert Series.

Troop 163 hosts ice cream
social/open house

STURBRIDGE - Do
you like camping, hiking,
swimming, biking, fishing,
kayaking, whitewater raft-
ing, sailing, exploring with
friends and more? You
might like being a Scout.

Come to an ice cream so-
cial and open house held by
Troop 163, an all-girl troop
of Scouting America, on
Sunday, Aug. 30 from 4-6
p-m. at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 345 Main St.

Learn about lassoing and
how to use a sling shot and
other activities. Families are
welcome.

Stop by, have fun, and
learn about Scouting and
the troop.

The troop is open to girls
aged 11-17, and while based
in Sturbridge, is open to res-
idents of any town. Please
email troopl63sturbridge@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.
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Brookfield Orchoards

Join Us

L61'S Gel L

Saturday August 29th 10am-4pm
12 Lincoln Rd. N. Brookfield Ma 01535
508-867-6858 www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

=

SUPPORTING LOCAL IS WHAT THIS EVENT IS ALL ABOUT!

Local Food Trucks

J‘mt%o

o

Kerne Coms

Live Music from 12 to4

The East Hill Band

Wagon Rides, Face Painting
Corn Hole Games, Cider Dounts,
Fudge, Family Memories and more!

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

INFLATION .

1Ib

CPPORTUNITY

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 44
SIS CHEESE..... 2

GREAT ON THE GRILL

SALE DATES:
8/20/26-8/26/26

USDA INSP. SKINLESS
KAYEM HOT DOGS 2 5. Box........§7z7

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN cur-sses... n SDAINSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN USDA INSP. FROZEN

CENTER CUT PORK $949 BEEF TENDERLOIN ¢
CMEREPORK . 8249( 5'5{ 900 |CHKEN THEHS o ... DD

;%Dﬁll(Ng;lF\FﬁEEHRIBS TWIN PAK wes Sz 29 FRE%%Dé\OIRIIEE'ESS gh(igwé f; EZHOCOLATE4
BEE;EB&%'&A—E'" USDAINSP. F FROZEN

USDA INSP $A99 RAW SHRIMP 13/15

TURKEY BREAST .osmsmsnunce 4: COUNT SHELL ON 2 s BAG$1 8

USDA N
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. STOREMADE S DIET LEAN 5 LB 90 Avecado St
|1T/;5|Aé\| I-%RI?EIIIESD 2Ib LTRSS £ 90 Meat Outlet © Rt aiihy

Miss Fairchild
performs at final
Summer Concert

SPENCER - The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation
Commission’s 2026 Sum-
mer Concert Series will
conclude on Sunday, Aug.
23 from 2-5 p.m. at Powder
Mill Park, corner Smith-
ville and Meadow Roads,
with Miss Fairchild.

For the last two decades

and that peaches-and-
cream brand of rhythm
and blues” (Dig Boston)
the band’s live performanc-
es have come to resemble
one of Prince’s storied after
shows: a mélange of origi-
nal-song staples, B-side
cover tunes and extended
jams that would make even
under the stage lights, New the Purple One smirk and
England’s Miss Fairchild bat his lashes with approv-
has built a reputation on al.

spectacle,  musicianship, The concert series was
awe and entertainment. proudly sponsored by Cor-
Capably combining nerstone Bank.

“juicy bass, slick grooves

ATTENTION NORTH BROOKFIELD

WATER USERS

HYDRANT FLUSHING
September 1-30, 2026

The North Brookfield Water Department will be flushing
water mains throughout town beginning Tuesday,
September 1through Wednesday, September 30, 2026.
Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30AM
and 3:30PM.

The purpose of the flushing is to remove sediment
buildup in the mains. The flushing may result in tem-
porary discoloration of the water, caused by small par-
ticles dislodged during the flushing. This discoloration
might stain your laundry, especially white materials.

If you would like additional information, please
call the Water Department at (508) 867-0207.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
ST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1015 stc > 1 1

USDA INSP. NATURE’S BEST

WHOLE COOKED 99
CRAWFISH 215 Sg

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS © SELECTION * SERVICE
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Weeds and seeds

I came back from vaca-
tion and was shocked as to
how much the garden had
grown.

Crops were ready to be
harvested and weeds that
were merely inches tall
had grown by leaps and
bounds! Of course, we did
have nearly a half foot

It really seems to make a
difference having that pre-
liminary layer to keep light
out.

This may be an unlike-
ly pairing for this column,
but there are plants that
we desire to grow this time
of year, and they are cover

crops. Cover crops

of rain that i add lots of organic
week, l% matter to the
and this * soil when
prob- incorpo-
ably w rated in
played 3 during
a  part ' the spring
in such ' or  summer
exuberant months.

growth. While winter rye is the

Read on to learn how
indiscriminate watering by
Mother Nature can mean
weeds, weeds and more
weeds.

Why such a growth
spurt? Because just like
other seeds, those of our
least favorite weedy plants
need both sunlight and wa-
ter in order to germinate
and grow well.

When we water on pur-
pose, we can direct the rain
where we’'d like — usually
at the base of the plant.
Unfortunately, rainfall
that lands on a brick path,
the garden aisle, and also
in between plants within
the row can cause a lot of
weeds to sprout.

Hand weeding and hoe-
ing are both great exercise,
and the best option for
otherwise bare areas of
young weeds.

Many gardeners make
the mistake, however, of
hoeing too deeply and ex-
posing more weed seeds to
sunlight. Try to just scrape
the surface of the soil.

Stirrup hoes are partic-
ularly effective, skimming
across the soil and severing
the stems of weeds at the
root line as they go. Very
tall weeds can be cut down
by use of garden shears,
scissors or a week whack-
er, depending on the size
of the area.

Once cut back, you can
cover the whole area with
a tarp, or black plastic to
fry what was underneath,
killing weed seed.

In the future you can
use mulch to reduce the
amount a weeding you
have to do — it will also
help to conserve soil mois-
ture in years that rainfall
isn’t so plentiful. Mulch
doesn’t have to be expen-
sive — it can be as simple
as a “biscuit” of spent hay,
a few sheets of newspaper
secured with stones, pine
needles or grass clippings
—as long as these materials
are applied thick enough
to exclude light, weed
seeds should not sprout.

Sometimes I will put a
layer of corrugated card-
board down first, wet it
then add the mulch on top.

standard, you can grow
oats, too. If sown right
now, oats will germinate
but die back as soon as
frost hits.

Leave the plants in
place, though, and they
will prevent erosion by
holding onto the soil with
their roots. Plant parts
can be incorporated come
spring time.

In preparation for so-
wing cover crop seed,
the soil surface should
be scuffed up so that the
seeds will make good con-
tact with earth. Once prep
is complete I rake the soil
smooth and broadcast the
grain, first throwing the
seed in one direction and
then the other.

It’sa good idea to divide
the seed in half and try to
cover all the area you have
once, then go back and fill
in the light spots with the
rest. After the seed has
been sown I'll drag the flat
end of a steel rake over the
soil surface to bury it ever
so slightly.

My goal is to have the
seed sprout now, so that its
roots will hold the soil and
its nutrients in place over
the off season.

Winter rye will put on
an amazing amount of top
growth by spring — weed
whack or mow it first to
make incorporating easier.

I am also contemplat-
ing “tarping” it to solarize
the soil at the same time,
then working in the dead
plants by hand.

Either way, if you do
this for a few years in a row
you’ll watch the organic
matter content of your soil
soar, reportedly at a rate
of three to four thousand
pounds per acre!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 34 years she
has held the position of
staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She en-
Joys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the
subject line.

- letter to editor -
Barring oil exports would
lower US fuel prices

Dear Editor:

As the Iranian hard-
liners show no sign of
making concessions in
the current conflict, Presi-
dent Trump has to make a
choice to avoid a mid-term
election disaster: offend
oil producers or millions
of swing voters.

Right now lower- and
middle-class voters are
being hammered by infla-
tion, driven by higher gas
and diesel costs that’s the
result of the shipping im-
passe in the Strait of Hor-
muz. So global oil prices
remain high, even though
the United States has
plenty of oil.

Under the 1975 Energy
Policy and Conservation
Act, President Trump has
the legal authority, citing a
national emergency, to bar
all exports of crude oil.
Such a move would lower
U.S. gas and diesel prices,
moderating inflation. But
of course doing so would
offend the oil producers.

Unfortunately, if
Trump doesn’t bar oil
exports and do it soon,
economically stressed vot-
ers are certain to cost the
GOP control of the House
and even the Senate.

James Cooke
Brookfield

For our rural way of life in changing times

Learning by Traveling

By Sam O’Connor
A senior at Quabbin
Regional High School

In April of 2026, I had
the incredible opportunity
to go to Europe for just over
a week, visiting Poland and
Germany.

While there, my main
mode of transport was by
bus, from which I got to see
countless windmills tow-
ering overhead, and off in
the distance, plots of solar
fields, both providing energy
for the lights shining in each
town we passed.

Renewable energy sourc-
es like wind and solar are
much better for both the
environment and the atmo-
sphere, as they replace the
use of fossil fuels and are
not in limited supply.

The burning of fossil fu-
els emits massive amounts
of greenhouse gases into

the atmosphere. Green-
house gases trap the sun’s
warmth inside our atmo-
sphere, slowly increasing the
average temperature of the
planet, which in turn causes
issues like irregular and ex-
treme weather.

By turning instead to re-
newables, which create far
fewer emissions, Germany is
mitigating its impact on the
environment.

Over the past few de-
cades, Germany has tak-
en many steps to reduce
its emissions. As of 2025,
the country came closer
to a huge milestone in its
journey away from non-re-
newables than ever before
— nearly half of all energy
produced was done via re-
newable means.

With a grand total of
42% of energy being gener-
ated by either wind, solar,
biomass, or other forms of

renewable energy, Germa-
ny’s “Energiewende” (mean-
ing “energy transition” in
English) has been a great
success thus far.

This, compared to the
United States’ 9% of energy
being generated by renew-
able means, is very impres-
sive, and certainly some-
thing worth taking notes
from.

Solar and wind are al-
ready being used in many
parts of the U.S., but not to
their full capabilities.

While Massachusetts has
provided incentives to its
residents to switch to renew-
able sources like solar, our
biggest renewable source,
few other states have done
the same. And even with
these incentives, only 17.3%
of Massachusetts energy
is derived from renewable
sources.

Our state’s percentage of
renewable energy is nearly
twice that of the U.S. av-
erage, but this is not near-
ly enough to stop climate
change.

Countries like Germa-
ny, which have much higher
percentages of renewable
energy than the U.S., should
be looked to as a model for
how we should work toward
reducing our impacts on the
planet.

Why doesn’t my Social Security record
show all my military earnings?

Dear Rusty:

When I look at my earn-
ings on my Social Security
account, I see that in 1955
and 1956 have no earnings.
I was in the U.S. Navy as a
first officer and have my DD-
214 paperwork, which shows
my military service from
Oct. 1954-Oct. 1958.

My Social Security earn-
ings record shows that I had
earnings in 1954, 1957 and
1958 but doesn’t show that
I was paid in 1955 or 1956.
Shouldn’t I have received So-
cial Security credit for all my
service years?

Signed: An Older Veteran

Dear Older Veteran:

First, I want to thank
you for your military ser-
vice.

Whether your earnings
while in the military would
provide you with any addi-
tional Social Security ben-
efit depends on your career
earnings after leaving mili-
tary service. Here’s why:

Your monthly Social Se-
curity benefit is based upon
the highest earning 35 years
over your lifetime with ear-
lier years adjusted for infla-
tion.

From those highest
earning 35 years, SS devel-
ops your Average Indexed
Monthly Earnings, your
lifetime “AIME,” which is
the basis of the SS bene-
fit you get if you claim for
benefits to start at your
Full Retirement Age So, if
- after you completed your
military service - you had at
least 35 years of other em-
ployment where you earned
more money than you did

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

while serving, then your
military pay won’t affect
your Social Security benefit.

FYI, Social Security
payroll tax has been with-
held from military pay since
1957, which is why your SS
earnings record shows your
military pay only for 1957
and 1958. Your SS record
wouldn’t show military pay
prior to 1957 because you
didn’t contribute to SS from
your military pay during
those years.

The earnings you see in
your SS earnings record
for 1954 are likely from
non-military  employment
prior to starting active duty
in October 1954.

SS does provide older
veterans with “special extra
credits for military service,”
but those credits are only
a supplemental earnings
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record during the
years you served.

It is not a bonus amount
added to your monthly So-
cial Security payment; rath-
eritisonly anamountadded
to your military pay record
used when calculating your
Social Security benefit. For
those who served prior to
1957, Social Security would
have no record of your mil-
itary earnings during those
early service years.

But when you claimed
Social Security later in life,

they would have asked if
you served in the military
and given you “special ex-
tra credit” in the form of
presumed earnings for your
service years. They likely
asked for a copy of your
DD-214 and would have
added $160 to your military
earnings record for each ac-
tive-duty month from Octo-
ber 1954 through December
1956 and additional earn-
ings credits for 1957 and
1958.

But that doesn’t mean
you get a special Social Se-
curity bonus for your mili-
tary service. If you have at
least 35 years of civilian
employment after serving in
the Navy, your service years
would only affect your SS
benefit if those military ser-
vice years were among the
highest paying 35 years over
your entire lifetime. And,
again, please accept our ap-
preciation for your service
to our country.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions

See SOCIAL SECURITY
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Sergeant Russel Davidson demonstrated a traffic stop with School Resource Officer Mark Sawyer as the
driver.

CADETS FROM PAGE 1

In its first three years,
the enrollment was limited
to 15 students due to space,
but this year, the Quabbin
Regional School District of-
fered use of a classroom and
grounds and the academy
doubled in size.

“We have a great group
of kids,” Davidson said.

Davidson said it takes a
year to plan out and orga-
nize the academy, and they
welcome student feedback
to continue to improve the
program.

“Every year at the end
we do a questionnaire with
the kids,” Davidson said.
This year’s five-day academy
started with CPR and First
Aid training, and each cadet
received their certification
for these life-saving skills.

On the second day, ca-
dets learned about building
clearing, crime scenes and
patrol procedures. Stetson
School provided use of the
Sykes building for the cadets
to practice clearing rooms.

There was also a drone
demonstration and physical
training.

The third day the cadets
learned about motor vehicle
stops, impaired driving and
use of the phonetic alpha-
bet.

They took turns practic-
ing a stop, with Sawyer as
the driver being pulled over.

The cadets also per-
formed Standardized Field
Sobriety Tests and navigat-
ed an obstacle course on
pedal cars while wearing
goggles that simulated the
effects of alcohol.

On the last day of the
academy, the cadets took a
field trip to Boston Harbor
where they were able to ride
along with the State Police
Marine Unit, and to the
Worcester County Sheriff’s
Office. Later that evening,
the cadets joined the Barre
Police Department for a free
movie night at Nornay Park
in South Barre.

When asked what he en-
joyed about running the
Youth Academy, Davidson
said it was the opportunity
to work with the students,
and build a connection with
the community.

“I want the kids to have
fun and learn something,”
Davidson said. “We love do-
ing it.”

Sawyer joined Davidson
as an instructor for his sec-
ond year at the academy.

He has been the School
Resource Officer at Quab-
bin Regional Middle High
School for a year and a half,
and each day he gets a lot of
questions about law enforce-
ment from the students.

“I get asked a lot about
‘what do you guys do in cer-
tain situations’ and ‘what
have you seen,” ‘what have
you experienced,” Sawyer
said.

Sawyer said he also gets
a lot of questions about
speeding while driving.

“We just want to guide
them in the right direction,”
he said. “We’'ve all made
mistakes, but learned from

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Sergeant Russel Davidson instructed cadets on how to conduct a routine traffic stop.

K-9 Barry received attention during the Barre Police Department’s Youth Academy week.

those mistakes.”

On Aug. 5, The Quaboag
Current was invited to visit
the academy and talk to the
cadets about their experi-
ences.

Aimee Ickler, a freshman
at Quabbin Regional High
School, said she learned “a
lot really,” at the academy,
including how to clear a
room properly and how to
take point during a building
search.

Ickler said she also
learned how to talk in a
calming manner to someone
that may be experiencing a
crisis.

Ickler said the experience
has encouraged her to pur-
sue her goals of working for
the FBI when she’s older.

Isabelle Wentworth, a
sophomore at the school,
wants to be come a police
detective after she finishes
school. This academy pro-
vided her with skills that
will help her to achieve that

goal.
Ryker Leslie, a seventh
grade student, enjoyed

learning how to clear rooms,
how to use the phonetic al-
phabet — as well as how to
use handcuffs.

Senior Nick Sabourin is a
returning cadet at the acad-
emy, back for his third year.

He said he learned about
substance use, and the im-
pact they can have on peo-
ple.

“And how dangerous it is
to get drugs off the street,”
Sabourin said.

Sabourin said he also
learned about how to use
a taser, how to use a shield
and gun safety.

Sabourin said he wants
to pursue a career as a fo-
rensic scientist, and he has
already started planning out
his college journey.

Ryan Dailey, a junior, is
also a returning cadet and
he talked about learning
how to negotiate.

“You have to kind of let
them speak and get to know
them,” he said.

Dailey said he is also in-
terested in a career in law
enforcement, and would like
to work in a rural town like
Barre.

Kahai Tran, also a junior,
has now attended the acade-

my for the fourth year and
he said he learns new skills
each time.

Finian Fauteux, a sopho-
more, attended the academy
two years ago, but missed
last year due to an injury.
He was excited to be back
this year to continue his
learning; including how to
build rapport with other
people.

“I think I want to be a
police officer,” Fauteux said.

Junior Donovan Corby
and seventh grader Ethan
Alt are both homeschooled
students, and they have each
learned important skills
over the past week.

Corby said he learned
how to perform CPR on
adults, children and infants.
He said he might be interest-
ed in become a police officer
when he’s older.

Alt said he learned how
to hold a gun, and the prop-
er way to clear a room.

“I learned how you have
to focus on every detail,” he
said.

Alt said this knowledge
will help him in his future,
as he plans to join the mil-
itary.

Mason Punlick, a sev-
enth grader, hopes to use his
skills for a career in the U.S.
Army.

“I want to be in the mil-
itary, so this kind of helps
me a bit,” he said.

Ben Fisher, a freshman,
attended the academy for
the first time.

“l learned that being
a police officer...there’s a
lot more to it than people
think,” he said.

While Fisher wants to
become a musician for his
career, he said the academy
has been beneficial to him as
a citizen.

“This could help me be a
better citizen in the commu-
nity,” he said.

The Barre Police De-
partment thanked Youth
Academy sponsors Down
Range Sports, Fidelity
Bank, Greg’s Restorations,
White Valley Motors, Inc.,
Wholesome Farmers Mar-
ket, Café on the Common,
The Country Store in Peter-
sham, Hardwick Crossing
Country Club, Quabbin Re-
gional School District and

Stetson School.

All  supplies, snacks,
lunches and water were pro-
vided to cadets throughout
the week, courtesy of the
academy’s sponsors. Trans-
portation for field trips was
provided by the Quabbin
Regional School District.

Be sure to follow the
Barre Police Department on
Facebook to watch for next
summer’s Youth Academy
registration, which is open
(and free) to all students in
grades seven through 12.
Students do not need to re-
side in one of the Quabbin
Regional School District
towns to participate.
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Ed “We live amongst so much wildlife,” Timm said. prepared his cannon trick while Yvette held a deck of

cards.

MAGIC SHOW
FROM PAGE 1

shoe popped out. Some-
how, Popielarczyk’s mag-
ic brought the audience
member’s shoe back in one
piece.

Popicelarczyk’s magic
show also brought some
education. For example, his
next trick featured a trio of
colored juggling balls rep-
resenting a traffic light. The
kids answered about what
each color light represents.
All the kids helped out with
the trick by telling him the
correct order of the colors.

After placing the colors
in order, the magic words
for the trick would mess up
again as the colored juggling
balls continued to reappear
out of order. It took Pop-
ielarczyk a few tries, but the
color order finally appeared
correctly.

To make the magic show
more amusing, Popielarczyk

The chicken from the chicken coop kept appearing despite Ed

Popielarczyk’s orders not to.

had to continuously water
his purple flower. Every time
the magician turned his back
the purple flower began to
droop. Only with the help
of his audience did he know

when to water the flower.
For some of his tricks,
Popielarczyk was assisted by
his jumping stuffed animal
friend, Rocky the racoon.
Yvette came up to assist

Ed Popielarczyk’s flower kept drooping, forcing him Ed Popielarczyk asked Beckham to help him with a

to continuously water it during the show.

rink trick.

Ed Popielarczyk soon revealed what was behind the magical red and

blue boxes.

Popielarczyk with a card
trick and Rocky was placed
inside a cannon and was
supposed to grab a card se-
lected by Yvette.
Unfortunately, the target

box responsible for catching
Rocky malfunctioned and
once again another trick
goes wrong with laughs
soon to follow.

However, Rocky some-

how made it inside the tar-
get box and was holding the
card selected by Yvette. It
was a trick that stunned the
entire audience.

Popielarczyk has done
many fantastic tricks in his
career. One of his favorite
tricks to do for the audience
is an illusion trick featuring
the suspension of a child
who sits on two chairs and
a board, and the board is
moved with the child sus-
pending in mid-air.

“I love doing that trick,”
Popielarczyk said. “The kids
love it and are amazed.”

Another favorite trick is
the classic cutting someone
in half. During the show at
the East Brookfield Public
Library, Rocky the racoon
was used for the cut in half
trick.

For more about the won-
derful world of magic with
Magician Ed Popielarczyk,
visit his website, edpop.com.

GAME OF GO
FROM PAGE 1

often, though not complete-
ly accurately compared to
Chess. While chess has dif-
ferent pieces of varied pur-
poses, checkmate is what it
moves toward.

Go is more involved with

capturing territory.

The game is associated
with Asia, having its or-
igin in China 4,000 years
ago, and arriving in Japan
around 700 years ago. In
the late 1800s, Go arrived
in the Western Hemi-
sphere.

The game begins on an

empty board, unlike chess
where play starts with all
the pieces on the board.

Where chess has differ-
ent pieces, Go only has two,
called stones. One player
uses black stones, and his
opponent, white.

All the Go players your
correspondent has known

39

43

actress Thurman
16. Hat
17. Place where
rockers work
19. Psyche
20. Snakelike fishes
21. Where people live
25. Body part
26. Old towel
27. One’s essential
being

45. Nuclear weapon
46. “Kiss of the Spider
Woman” actress

Sonia

48. Silk garment

49. About some Norse
poems

50. Woman religious
community member

51. Congressman
(abbr.)

46

49

- 51

CLUES ACROSS 29. Japanese alcoholic  52. Two-year-old 23. Klutz

1. Microgram beverage sheep 24, Large tree

4. Fixed charge 30. Boxing’s GOAT 27. House of __ rulers

7. Each 31. Wet muddy ground CLUES DOWN 28. Red deer

8. Feeling of 32. Christian Laettner 1. An insane person 29. Small coin (French)
humiliation is one 2. “Homeland” actress 31. Popular sandwich

10. Coat with sticky  39. A place to store Danes 32. 10-year period
substance lawn tools 3. Buttock muscles 33. Not good

12. Powerful 41, Large tub for liquid 4. US federal agency ~ 34. Government
“Severance” 42. Old World lizard 5. Birds of prey lawyer
family 43. One-time European 6. Electronic 35. Egypt’s

13. Japanese city member group communication intelligence agency

14. “Pulp Fiction” 44, Healing student 8. Ocean 36. Without an

9. Terminates

from a bell

a boat
surprise

20. Border line

11. Low-pitched sound

14. Exclamation: yuck!
15. A place to attach

18. Exclamation of
19. Make a mistake

22. Have religious faith ~ 47. Alcoholic beverage

occupant or
incumbent

37. Stain with one’s
hands

38. Crippling

39. One point east of
southeast

40. Large, united
groups

44. _ and cheese

have been more intelligent
than he. This may have been
the reason he has avoided
learning the game.

Upon arriving upstairs,
John Baptista welcomed the
folks interested in learning
about the game.

John and his family are
residents in West Brookfield
for about four years now.

Professionally, John is in
the music business in dif-
ferent aspects. He attended
Berklee College of Music,
famous for the study of
contemporary music.

He is one of the founders
and owners of Bold Groove
Media, LLC. Bold Groove
Media is an entertainment,
production, promotions
company specializing in live
performances.

John is a multi-instru-
mentalist and  vocalist,
which means he plays var-
ious instruments and sings
as well. He is Chief Tech-
nology Officer at Bold
Groove Media.

John is a union musician,
husband, father of two and
a gardener, rock climber
and Star Trek fan and a Go
player.

John would speak briefly
about Go and would help
folks get started. A couple
started off and seemed to
take to the game by them-
selves.

A young girl, Peyton also
started playing with anoth-
er attendee as would oth-
ers. John would be there to

TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

This sign directs people where to play Go.

make suggestions and an-
swer questions.

Pairs of players would
start with white going first.
The usual board size is a
19-inch by 19-inch grid, but
the neophytes used smaller
boards for learning.

On the grid, where the
lines intersect is a point.
One wants to control as
many points as possible.

As players put stones
in different places on the

boards, John explained
what it all meant with the
different terms such as lib-
erties and capture and es-
cape.

It was for the attendees, a
learning experience, but will
not be a one-time event. On
Tuesday, Aug. 25, the library
will again host the West
Brookfield Go Club with
John Baptista presiding.

Please feel free to be part
of the learning experience.

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

| « Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Forge Baseball Clinic returns to Western Mass.

(WY W

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM-—One
of the last sports camps of
the summer of 2026 was
held at Spec Pond in Wil-
braham from August 10-13.

A total of 57 baseball
and softball players between
the ages of 6-16 from Wil-
braham and the surround-
ing communities attended
the four day clinic.

“This is our fourth year
conducting the baseball
clinics, and this is probably
the best one yet,” said camp
director Dustin  Brisson
“We have almost 60 kids, in-
cluding a couple of softball
players for the first time, this
week. It’s the most campers
we’ve ever had at this clinic
and I’'m very pleased.”

Brisson, who is the own-
er of Forge Athletics, was
born in Florida and played
college baseball at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida
from 1997-2000. The first
baseman was drafted by the
Boston Red Sox in the 15th
round of the 2000 MLB
draft.

Brisson, who played 345
minor league games, ad-
vanced to Double A Port-

Campers receive some instructions from one of the coaches in the Forge Baseball Clinic.

land. His baseball career
came to an end due to an
injury.

“I was blessed to have the
opportunity to play profes-
sional baseball,” Brisson
said. “I'm doing what I can
to give back to these kids.”

Some of the camp in-
structors were Lindsay Beer,
David Wendt, Ace Adams

Chade Shade, who’s the
head coach of the Spring-
field College baseball team,
Pat Strange, who’s the pitch-
ing coach at Westfield State
University, Dan Gomez,
who’s the head baseball
coach at Western New En-
gland University, and Terry
Doyle, who’s the the base-
ball coach at New England

College.

“It’s an honor to have
these coaches working at
our clinic this year,” Brisson
said. “They want to help
these kids. This is a high
level skills clinic. I just want
the older kids to have the
opportunity to work with

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Adam Smola swings off a tee.

speakers at the clinic were
Brandon Seymour, who’s
the general manager of the
Valley Blue Sox, Nancy
Street, who’s a board mem-
ber of the Miracle League
of Western Massachusetts,
and Duke Castiglione Jr
who’s a sportscaster at a

the college coaches.”

A couple of the guest

television station in Boston.

Ray Fagnant, who grew

up in Chicopee and is the
Boston Red Sox Northeast
Regional Scouting Supervi-
sor, also spent a day at the
clinic.

A few of the different sta-
tions were hitting, fielding,
and throwing.

“My main goal is to

See CAMP PAGE 8

Lusitano keeps the soccer
going, hosts collegiate match

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— In what
could become an annual tra-
dition, the UConn and UMa-
SS women’s soccer teams
met in an exhibition match in
front of a large crowd at Lu-
sitano Stadium on Aug. 5.

Neither team was able
to find the back of the net
during the contest, played
in three 30-minute intervals,
but it was still a memorable
evening at the 108-year-old
stadium located on Winsor
Street in Ludlow.

“It’s very exciting to
be hosting a college soccer
match here at Lusitano Sta-
dium,” said Joe Ferrara Jr.,
who’s the Managing Director
of the New England Mutiny
and the General Manager of
the Western Mass. Pioneers.
“Both UConn and UMass
have been very supportive of
the Mutiny over the years.
I also have a personal rela-
tionship with both coaching
staffs.”

The last time a college
soccer match was held at Lu-
sitano Stadium was on Octo-
ber 17, 2018.

On that fall evening, the
Worcester State University
Lancers squared off against
the Western New England
University Golden Bears in a
non-conference men’s match-
up.

Cyrus Raines, a Belcher-
town High School graduate,
delivered his first collegiate
goal during the second half,
which lifted the Lancers to a
1-0 shutout victory. Raines,
who’s a defender, finished
his college soccer career with
three goals.

The Worcester State head
coach at that time was Jason
Willis, who’s currently an
assistant coach for the West-
ern Mass Pioneers. He also
coaches a Western United Pi-
oneers team.

Willis  graduated from
Ludlow High School, and he
helped the Lions boys’ soc-
cer team win two state titles
and three Western Mass. ti-
tles back in the 1990’s.

Ferrara, who also grad-
uvated from Ludlow High
School in the 1980’s, played
many soccer games on the
grass stadium field.

“I recall scoring a lot of
big goals on this field while
I was in high school,” Ferrara
said. “I also played for the
Lusitano Whites, which won
the first ever summer league
championship on this field.
I hope the college players
appreciate the history of this
place.”

This past spring, Ferr-
ara approached UMass head
coach Jason Dowiak about
playing the exhibition match
against UConn at Lusitano
Stadium.

“Because it was UMass
turn to host the exhibition,
I asked coach Dowiak if he
would be interested in play-
ing the game here this year,”
Ferrara said. “He thought it
was a very good idea.”

It was something that
Dowiak, who was hired as
the UMass women’s soccer
coach in 2017, had always
wanted to do.

“I’'m beginning my ninth
season as the UMass wom-
en’s soccer coach and this is
something that I've always
wanted to do,” said Dowiak
following the scoreless draw.
“I've watched several Mu-
tiny games here in the past
and this was really a very
special night for us. I'm very
glad that the soccer commu-
nity came out and supported
us. This was an electric at-
mosphere for an exhibition
game.”

A year ago, UMass post-
ed a 5-8-4 overall record
and went 3-6-2 against their
Mid-American  Conference
foes.

“I thought my team
played very well against a
fantastic UConn team, and
this is a positive step for us,”
Dowiak added. “I feel like
we can go into tough envi-
ronments and still be suc-
cessful.”

One of the three gradu-
ated students listed on the
UMass women’s roster is
Bianca Cardano, who’s from

Monson. She attended Min-
nechaug Regional where
she played soccer for Nundi
Goncalves, who’s another
Ludlow High graduate.

“I've played a lot of
games at this stadium,” Car-
dano said. “My family and
friends were here tonight. It
was a very special night.”

Cardano, who’s a man-
agement major, fell in love
with the UMass campus
when she made her official
visit.

“UMass was always my
top choice,” she said. “The
girls on the soccer team are
like members of my own
family. We’re hoping to fin-
ish first in the Mid-American
Conference.”

Cardano, who’s a starting
defender, played in 16 games
as a freshman before missing
her entire sophomore sea-
son recovering from a right
knee injury. She was limited
to just three matches (two
starts) in 2024.

A year ago, Cardano
was a starter in ten of the 14
matches that she played in.

“We’re really hoping
that Bianca is able to play
the whole season for us this
year,” Dowiak said. “She’s a
fantastic leader on and off the
field.”

Cardano isn’t the only
Minnechaug  girls’  soc-
cer player to play soccer at
UM ass.

Jess Howe, who was a
member of the Lady Falcons
2005 Western Mass cham-
pionship team and the 2008
state title team, was a defend-
er at UMass from 2009-2012.

UConn head coach Mar-
garet Rodriguez played soc-
cer at Lusitano Stadium for a
couple of seasons as a mem-
ber of the Western Mass.
Lady Pioneers. She also
played for the Mutiny for one
year when they played their
home matches at Agawam
High School.

“We’ve led the Big East
in fan support during the past
several years,” Rodriguez
said. “This was a good way
for my players to get used to
playing in this type of a set

Nate Carrill slides safely home.

Tri-County finals forced
to adeciding game three

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
Third-seeded Teddy Bear
Pools & Spas had a gold-
en opportunity to sweep
the top-seeded St. Joseph’s
Saints in the Tri-County
League championship series.

Teddy Bear held a 1-0
lead entering the top of the
third inning in game two.

St. Joe’s rallied for three
runs in the third and fourth
innings and they evened the
best-of-three series at 1-1
following a 6-3 victory at
South Hadley High School
Friday, Aug. 7.

The game came to an
end after five innings due

Ramon Jimenez takes a swing.

to darkness, which didn’t
please the Teddy Bear play-
ers and their supporters.

“It’s a very frustrating
situation,” said Teddy Bear
player/manager Ryan Mag-
ni. “I think we should’ve
been able to finish the fi-
nal two innings of tonight’s
game at St. Joe’s Park be-
fore playing the deciding
game tomorrow night.”

The baseball field at
South Hadley High School
doesn’t have any lights and
the first pitch of game two
was thrown by Teddy Bear
righthander Sean Rosemond
at 5:55p.m. The three um-
pires made the decision to
end the game at 7:45 p.m.

“The pace of tonight’s

Ray Toth makes a throw on
the run.

game was very slow,” said
St. Joe’s manager Paul Mar-
cinek. “We were very lucky
to finish five innings which
made it an official game.”

Had the game ended
before the bottom of the
fifth inning, it would’ve re-
sumed at South Hadley High
School the following day.
If the score would’ve been
tied, game two would’ve
been replayed from the be-
ginning, which has been a
TCL rule for many years.

Teddy Bear won game
one of the championship se-
ries, which was an old fash-
ion pitcher’s duel, 3-1, at
St. Joe’s Park, last Thursday
night.

Righthander Matt Dro-
biak, who graduated from
South Hadley High School
in 2024, went the distance
for Teddy Bear. He allowed
a run on six hits and three
strikeouts without issuing a
walk.

Drobiak outdueled St.
Joe’s righty Trey Yesu, who
graduated from Monson
High School in 2022.

Yesu also went seven
innings allowing three runs
(two earned) on six hits with
six strikeouts and two walks.

Teddy Bear took a
1-0 lead in game against
lefthander Jackson Hayes
with two outs in the bottom
of the first inning follow-
ing a run scoring double
by second baseman Ramon
Jimenez.

St. Joe’s took the lead
against Rosemond in the top
of the third inning.

See TRI-COUNTY PAGE 8
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community
Brookﬁeld Freedomfest

House

Blooms

+ Boutigue Micro Flowes Fasm & Florist
rowing with arganie mathaes
6 chomitel fu-filizers ar pesticides

BOUQUETS
$20

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CAMREN ROBERTSON

Jonah Parent, Abby Parent, John Parent, Emilie Parent, Gracie and Elsa Parent enjoyed time together at

Freedomfest.

Jeremy Partrldge and Nicholas
Partridge displayed woodcraft-
ed items at the Jerokee Flooring
tent. Cantina in Leicester.

displayed one of her photos.

Sabrina of SScheer Photography

Saturday, August 22nd
7pm-11pm

Upcoming

Saturday, September 12th
7pm-11pm

Pure Country

Pure Country

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys
MUSICAL BINGO

7:30-9pm

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

il
3

t')l‘;(‘\h\

ers of Massachusetts.

Addison Christiansen visited one of the horses from the Natlonal Lanc-

Denise Collette and Kate Collette promoted the Black Tie Masquerade Ball to be held on Sept. 26 at Castle

CAMP FROM PAGE 7
teach the players the basic
fundamentals of the game,”
Brisson said. “I also want to
keep the kids active at this
clinic. T really don’t want
them standing around doing
nothing.”

Brisson was aided at the
clinic by his wife, Kasey.

“My wife is the backbone
of the organization,” Bris-
son said. “She keeps every-
thing in order. I appreciate
all the support from many
different people that I've re-
ceived running this camp.”

Brisson and his staff is
already looking forward to
holding the baseball clin-
ic at Spec Pond again next
summer.

Ryan McLane does a running drill.

TRI-COUNTY
FROM PAGE 7

Catcher Nate Carillon and
second baseman Greg Vouros
began the St. Joe’s rally with
back-to-back singles. After
Drobiak retired the next bat-
ter on a pop-up, before Car-
illon scored the tying run
following a wild pitch. Then
right fielder Brian Hayes
drew a walk before center-
fielder Pat Fitzgibbons hit a
two run single into right field
giving St. Joe’s a 3-1 lead.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the third inning, Dro-

biak, who started at first
base, launched a solo home
run over the left field fence.

Holding a slim 3-2 lead,
St. Joe’s scored three more
runs in the fourth inning.

The first two runs crossed
the plate following a two-run
single down the right field
line by Vouros.

At that point, Rosemond
was replaced on the mound
by righthander Mason Bar-
comb.

Shortstop Jacob Hayes
greeted the relief pitcher with
an RBI single into left
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from available chapter 90
funding of about $455,209,
leaving the town with just
over $100,000 for other
projects.

There are other projects
being considered, including
paving and reclamation of
Stoddard Court and Chase
Road. The total cost for the
proposed project is $78,025,
including $18,424 for Stod-
dard Court, $55,885 for
Chase Road and an an-
ticipated 5% escalation of
$3,715.

If this project is ap-
proved, there will be about
$29,000 left in chapter 90
funds.

The board voted to put
this project online for public
comment. The spreadsheet
can be found on the website
(northbrookfield.net).

There is a potential allo-
cation of $561,834 in chap-

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
DEPENDABLE

STIHL

Shipping Can Be Arranged - Rentals Available
413-544-9027 - 1-800-232-6132

1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm - Sat. 7am-Noon

®Husqvarna

ter 90 and fair share funding
coming to the town for fiscal
year 2027, once the state ap-
proves the budget, accord-
ing to Leblanc.

Town communication

The board reviewed the
four forms of communica-
tion in the town, including
Code Red, the emergency
alert system, the town sign,
the town website and the
town Facebook page.

Chairman Jamie Gilman
said all messaging should
come from the Board of Se-
lectmen.

For the Code Red sys-
tem, the board discussed
who should be allowed to
utilize it, including the Po-
lice and Fire departments,
Board of Health, Board of
Selectmen for nonemergen-
cy notifications and the Wa-
ter Department in the case
of a main break. Selectman
Peter Orsi recommended an

community

outreach program at the Se-
nior Center, so people who
do not use the internet often
can still get Code Red on
their devices.

Executive Assistant
Mary Beth Kularski said
the system can call home
phones too, but residents
are not automatically signed
up. There is a QR code on
the website home page to
sign up for the system.

Financial items

The board approved a
request of $3,500 from the
Holden Hospital account
from the Police Department
to pay an invoice to Swan
for preventative mainte-
nance. They also approved
two requests from the Fire
Department, including a
$2,823 invoice to Tri State
Truck Center for an actua-
tor and $315 to Fisher Auto
Parts for overdue mainte-
nance like fuel, oil and air

I
i |

JO POOLS =

108 Main St. (Rt. 32), South Barre
508-882-3913 » 978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD

Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools
In-Ground Liner Replacements ¢ Heaters
Service ® Chemicals & Supplies ¢ Water Testing

filters and antifreeze.
Both of these repairs
were for Engine 1.

Department head reports

The board reviewed de-
partment head reports from
the Senior Center, Highway
Department and Police De-
partment.

The Senior Center re-
ported 429 sign ins, and well
attended lunches and a con-
tinental breakfast. The Fire
Department did a fire safety
presentation, and there was
a well-attended bingo and
pizza night, the next one to
be on Sept. 25.

They are working on ex-
panding their newsletter.

The Highway Depart-
ment reported some tree
calls done by Rusty’s Tree
Service, a mower being
down for three weeks, road-
side cleanup and pothole
maintenance, setting up
brine systems for the win-

ter, a contract with Peters-
en Oil and possible paving
on South Main Street pro-
posed through Mass Mu-
nicipal Pavement Program.
The Police Department re-
ported 427 calls including
12 arrests, and extra patrols
at Brooks Pond and Lake
Lashaway for the summer.

Donation

A $1,500 donation to
the Fire Department from
Bob’s Discount Furniture

was accepted by the board.

Administrative items

The board approved
warrants including payroll
for $286,509, school for
$30,252, general fund for
$443,123 and $2,500 and
debt for $476,416. The min-
utes of July 21 and July 27
were accepted and there
were multiple officer and
board/committee appoint-
ments made for FY 27.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

ESTABLISHED
1914

WICK
CO-0OP

HOME PROs

___ tocame
Park Saw Shop

LOGGING - ARBORIST - SAFETY

ARM

z ™
2

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gllbertville, MA 01 031

413-477-6913 » www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Buil.d Your
Business

Special Advertising Rates
for Local Small Businesses

3 H I
Vf Ad Design Included!
CALL: Reach local
413.283.8393 households,
EMAIL: = in print
dflynn@turley.com = and online!

HEATING OIL & A/C PLUMBING & HEATING

Residential « Commercial * Industrial

O

SHERMAN OIL

Ensuring Comfort and Service Since 1962
* FUEL * SERVICE 24/7

* INSTALLATION ¢ AIR CONDITIONING

508.867.7447 * ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU
CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES

www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 41 3'436'0076 Ware, MA 413'967‘0076

PAINTING TREE SERVICE

413-813-7328

Dustin Pennington

www.penningtonpaintingco.net

Start your interior
projects today!

e INTERIOR
e EXTERIOR
e RESIDENTIAL
e COMMERCIAL

>

Ware. A4 FULLY INSURED

Tree Care & Removal
413.668.6560

David Hamlin
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Town Of West Brookfield is to consider the application of Legal Notice N eW B ral ntre e PO I I C e LO
Notice Of Public Hearing New England Power Company Town of West Brookfield

The Zoning Board of Appeals
will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, September 8th, 2026
at 6:00 p.m. in the first floor
meeting room, West Brookfield
Town Hall, to act on an appli-
cation for a Special Permit, for
WB RV LLC, for the property
located at 58 John Gilbert Road,
West Brookfield. The applicant
wishes to change the usage on
this property to year round use.
A Special Permit is required per
Sections 3.0 Use Regulations and
3.1 Basic Requirements of the
Zoning Bylaws.

08/21, 08/28/2026

TOWN OF
NORTH BROOKFIELD
ZONING BOARD
OF APPEALS

Notice is hereby given that the
North Brookfield Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Monday, August 24,
2026, at 6:15 p.m. at the North
Brookfield Senior Center, 29
Forest Street, North Brookfield,
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing

for a Special Permit and a Vari-
ance from the front yard setback
for the expansion of an existing
electrical substation at 39 East
Brookfield Road, North Brook-
field, MA.

The application is filed pursu-
ant to the Town of North Brook-
field Zoning Bylaws. Section IV,
C.1 (Business General District)
allows any use permitted under
Section 1V, A.2, except sub-
sections (f) and (h). Section 1V,
A.2(e) provides that a power sub-
station is permitted by Special
Permit from the Zoning Board
of Appeals. Any person inter-
ested or wishing to be heard on
this matter is invited to attend the
public hearing.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the North Brookfield Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a
public hearing pursuant to Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chap-
ter 40A and the Town of North
Brookfield Zoning Bylaw

North Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals
08/14, 08/21/26

Conservation Commission

Pursuant to Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 30A, 18-
25, as amended by Chapter 28 of
the Acts of 2009, The Wetlands
Protection Act, the West Brook-
field Conservation Commission
will hold a public hearing on
WEDNESDAY, September 2,
2026 at 6:00 pm in the first floor
meeting room, West Brookfield
Town Hall, 2 East Main Street.

6:00 — Public Hearing:

NOI - 225 Long Hill Road —
Ranellone — Continued - Drive-
way

NOI - 380 West Main Street
— Continued - Raymaakers Con-
struction — Staging area

NOI - Wickaboag Pond —
Board of Health — Continued -
Weed Treatment
08/21/2026

Giant mushrooms found in backyard

NEW BRAINTREE -
Dean and Darlene Gildert
recently found giant puft-
ball mushrooms growing in

This giant puffball mushroom
measured over nine inches tall.
Its size is compared to a tennis
ball.

their backyard.

This large fungus can
range from softball to beach
ball sized, and can be found

growing in lawns and fields
during late summer into ear-
ly fall.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
These giant puffball mushrooms were found by Dean and Darlene Gild-
ert of New Braintree.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

DEFINITION

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

recovery, and mitigation.

(MEMA).

post-event recovery.

TOWN of BRIMFIELD EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Emergency Management Director

The Emergency Management Director designs emergency response plans and procedures to
respond to emergencies and natural disasters. The Emergency Management Director works in
coordination with government agencies, public safety officials, nonprofit organizations, and elected
officials to help lead the response in crisis. This position is compensated with a stipend.

The essential functions or duties listed below are intended only as illustrations of the various
types of work that may be performed. The omission of specific statements of duties does not
exclude them from the position if the work is similar, related, or a logical assignment to the position.

¢ Responsible for planning and coordinating emergency management preparedness, response,

e Works collectively with various municipal departments ranging from School, Police, Fire, and
Highway Departments as well as the Board of Health to ensure effective implementation of goals,
training, emergency management, and planning.

e Acts as a liaison between the Town and relevant federal and state agencies, notably the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency

e Serves as an advisor regarding preparation for potential hazards, response to disasters, and

e Performs other related job duties as required.

Please apply by submitting a letter of interest and resume to the Select Board Office,
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010 or by email to selectboard@brimfieldma.org

]
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During the week of
Aug. 10-17, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 17
buildinglproperty checks, 22
directedlarea patrols, five
radar assignments, three
emergency 911 calls, one
safety hazard, two citizen
assists, one harassment, two
animal calls and four motor
vehicle stops in the town of
New Braintree.

Monday, Aug. 10
10:12  a.m. Medical
Emergency, Scott Road,
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 12

10:01 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Moore Road,
Transported to Hospital

8:33 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, West Road, Spo-
ken To

Thursday, Aug. 13

9:43 a.m. Medical
Emergency, West Brook-
field Road, Patient Refusal

5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Ravine Road, Cita-
tion Issued

6:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Mara Road, Citation

Issued

Friday, Aug. 14
7:08 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, West Brookfield Road,
Call Canceled
10:08 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Memorial Drive, Re-
port Taken

Saturday, Aug. 15
8:44 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Served in
Hand

Sunday, Aug. 16
9:53 p.m. Harassment,
Pierce Road, Spoken To

East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of July
13-19, the East Brookfield
Police Department respond-
ed to 141 buildinglproperty
checks, 126 directed area
patrols, 12 radar assign-
ments, seven traffic controls,
five emergency 911 calls, six
citizen assists, eight assist
other agencies, two lost/sto-
len plates, one complaint,
two safety hazards, one
threat, two animal calls and
22 motor vehicle stops in the
town of East Brookfield.

Monday, July 13

9:07 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Harrington Street,
Officer Handled

11:28 a.m. Lost/Stolen
Plate, Prospect Street, Offi-
cer Handled

1:34 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

1:48 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Harrington Street, Services
Rendered

Tuesday, July 14

9:06 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, East Main
Street, Transported to
Hospital

10:18 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Pleasant Street, Ser-
vices Rendered

12:13 p.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Connie Mack Drive,
Spoken To

12:21 p.m. Assist Citi-
zen, South Street, Services
Rendered

1:57 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Howe Street, Offi-
cer Handled

2:07 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, No
Action Required

2:08 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Podunk Road,
Dispatch Handled

2:42 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack
Drive, Spoken To

9:23 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, Shore Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Wednesday, July 15
6:11 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, Ser-
vices Rendered

10:16 a.m. Suspicious
Activity, Podunk Road,
Verbal Only

11:26 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Draper Road, Of-
ficer Handled

2:38 p.m. Complaint,
Red Gable Road, Report
Taken

6:14 p.m. 911 Safety
Hazard, Route 49, Services
Rendered

6:43 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, Of-
ficer Handled

Thursday, July 16

11:35 a.m. Suspicious
Activity, Harrington Lane,
Officer Handled

2:51 p.m. Threat, Con-
nie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

4:41 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Written Warning

5:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Harrington Street,
Citation Issued

5:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Harrington Street,
Citation Issued

9:15 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Written Warning

Friday, July 17

11:52 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

12 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

12:15 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

12:46 p.m. Motor Ve-
hicle Stop, Harrington
Street, Citation Issued

12:56 p.m. Motor Ve-
hicle Stop, Harrington
Street, Citation issued

1:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Harrington Street,
Citation Issued

2:29 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Written Warning

2:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:31 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, South  Pond
Road, Spoken To

9:19 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Lashaway Drive,
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, July 18

7:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

10:25 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

10:47 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

4:23 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Route 49, Officer
Handled

6:34 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, West Sturbridge
Road, Citation Issued

11:39 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, East Main Street,
Checked/Secured

Sunday, July 19
12:21 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Podunk Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency
1:44 am. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Lashaway

Drive, Transported to
Hospital
6:40 a.m. Medical

Emergency, Maple Street,
Transported to Hospital

1:55 p.m. Lost/Stolen
Plate, North Brookfield
Road, Spoken To

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

5:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Mechanic Street, Ci-
tation Issued

SOCIAL SECURITY
FROM PAGE 4

and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,

trained and accredited by
the National Social Secu-
rity Association To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/

social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MOVING SALE

MOVING SALE
184 OSBORNE ROAD, WARE
Aug. 22-Aug. 23, 9am-4pm

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*x**xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount.

A veteran owned company. Call John at
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us or by emailing
admin @huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

=)
Be)
EHa)
RGE

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

estate. !
Lic. #14960A.
Call Paul 413-206-8688 413-533-8867
\_
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ )
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base frice
21 Bt | 22 Bsgaroo| 23 Bestmen| 24 B sh0
2 Beseangs | 26 Setaoon| 27 Beseeny| 28 P00
29 Besesngs | 30 Btmion| 31 e P20
33 Bestmeg | 34 Setsion| 39 Bissao| 36 B a0
37 Bestass | 38 B moe| 39 50| 40 B ab0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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STURBRIGE

gz

a%[ g
et ‘
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WALES ( HoLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

In observance of
Labor Day,
there will be an

EARLY
CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE.

To advertise,

place your ad

no later than
NOON

Thursday,
Sept. 3, 2026

Thant You!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAN ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
(UABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

TurleyPublications

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

BUYING OR SELLING...

e P
?“ST 3040 WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! . ) WHERE EVERYONE COES FOR

A P P L I A N c El ) THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!
PACKAGE DEALS! com | § LANDSCAPE STONE {
DON'T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! LAKEFRONT AT IT’S BEST! BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED! % Lt Gray . eDark E‘-?ay °uégige ° lgip Rap

BE A'l' THE PRIGE INGHE ASES! NEW pmc; OPPORTUNITY! 3 beqsroom - 2 full bath SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand

M ATTRESS SAL E m Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
EER
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!

Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!
WEST BROOKFIELD, MA WARREN, MA - bondsandandgravel.com 2

Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete e Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
o WHITCO ¢ = , 508-885-6100
A;ITANEY 140 Main St., Spencer 508-885.9343 Cassie Paolucci gty 508 885 2480

=!| PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
www.whitcosales.com

21-22 BEACH DRIVE 32 NELSTON STREET 98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
Open: Mon.-Fri. 16am-8:30pm, .Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm 7 7 4 200 3523 -

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25THN
< 1EL, | | Country Canine

KENNELS

Our Donuts Are Boar d’ng,

Famously Delicious! G roomin g, Da ycare
VISIT THE FARM FOR: q,b

* Honey * Cheese « Boarding starting at $40 a night

. ‘I:Ilamf 'sEarlv Apples Clld/ ezrll))(:yz::ts & Daycare starting at $26 a day
e Maple Syru
i .‘"":J:,'.',S,f,g:":’,:'n‘:,",':.::;':,“,ﬁ';“ﬁﬁ| ~ 84 Greenwich Plains Road
Southbridge Road, Warren, MIA facebook. Ware, MA 01082
5 min. from Sc;l:)r:::c:g:a—r:‘fger;‘Follow Signs (4 I 3) 277-0334 Ofﬁce Phone
(413) 436-7122 countrycaninekennels@gmail.com
www._breezelandsorchards.com
— W AT WHISTLESTOP
dventure founs of Warren JYESE AND HOME MAINTENANCE g BREARBAST SLUNCH iy
Sherc theAdrcnturcwthus! -~ YRGAA INTERIOR/EXTERIOR s MONDAY-SUNDAY

Home Painting & Maintenance A 248 MAIN, SUSERTVILLE 01081 2 /e

Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL — FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005
774-321-4509 —
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

& DONUTS
— Available Labor Day Weekend
Sept. 26 ...... Pickity Pllace (171l $130 > — . / PICK FALL RASPBERRIES
b 3. Sermont coiry s with v ois | | == Subscribe Today! RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS

Open Daily 9-5 ¢ 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

March 1....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise........... from $2499
March 8-14.. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island.....$4149 413.283.8393 * newspapers. turley com

May 23........ 7-Night Bermuda Cruise ........ce.... from $1799 12 HOMETOWN
Share the Adventure with us soon! NEWSPAPERS -rljrle o Rageed FHL R or ok Smow R -
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 24 Water St.. Palmer to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.
or email adventuretours@att.net ") P b| t |
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com www.turley.com ublica |On5 nc

/ OPENFORLUNCH )

4 Weekly Events |
Wed - Fri at 11:00AM

Every Wednesday
$5% Burgers at 4PM Dinner served

& Musical Bingo at 6:30 Saturday from 11am - 1 opm

& Sunday from 12pm - 9pm

Every Thursday
$6 Pizza and Polish Night at 4PM &

y: a P . c - . |
HANNA'S ON MAIN Opinionation at 6:30 Function I[!ug}g:g]ejAvallable.
Every Friday and Saturday Book Your Event Today!
; Live Entertainment, & ¥ J
91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082 Weekly Specials &

413-277-0009 \ Fried Seafood Favorites /
www.hannasonmain.com r '
R

We Are Open For Breakfast
Every Sunday 8am - 12pm

HA\NNA S

— N '\l\F"\'——

&

N U of your
: f avorite Breakfast

Prime Rib Dinner

Served Every Saturday 4pm - Close

Includes a generous portion of our
slow roasted prime rib
served with a baked potato

and a seasonal vegetable.
While Supplies Last!




