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BROOKFIELD – 
Spooner Well, one of the 
town’s most historic, but 
hard-to-find sites, was the 
focus of resident Edith 
“Edie” Simpson’s Eagle 
Scout project.

A dedication ceremony 
was held at the site, located 
across from 7 East Main St., 
on Aug. 8, with many Scouts 
and community members in 
attendance.

Simpson, a member of 
Sturbridge’s Scouts BSA 
Troop 163 for the past five 
and a half  years, said the 
site of Spooner Well has al-
ways been significant to her 
family. Her mother, Kate, 
works at the Merrick Pub-
lick Library, and her father 
(and Scoutmaster), Bill, 
plays the fiddle in the band 
Spooner Well.

“It was always part of 
the history,” Simpson said 
of the site.

Scoutmaster Simpson 
shared the story behind the 
Spooner Well site, where the 
house of Joshua and Bath-
sheba (Ruggles) Spooner 
once stood. 

On March 1, 1778, Bath-

Eagle Scout completes project at Spooner Well

Third annual fair held 
on the common

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
3rd annual Brookfield Agri-
cultural Fair took place this 
past Saturday on the histor-
ic common. 

This annual event is orga-
nized by the town’s Agricul-
tural Commission, which is 
dedicated to promoting the 
agricultural community in 
town. Since its inception, 
the annual Agricultural 
Fair has steadily grown in 
participation and amenities. 

Shelby Hill of the Brook-
field Agricultural Commis-

sion said new additions 
to this year’s fair in-
cluded food trucks, 
food stands, three 
honey vendors 
and more lo-
cal and or-
ganic food 
farms. 

“ T h e 
goal is to 
spread ag-
r icultural 
awareness 
in our 
c o m m u -
nity,” Hill 
said. “Sup-
port the 
local farms 
and high-

Promoting local
agriculture

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Select Board interviewed 
three candidates for the 
Town Administrator po-
sition last week, including 
Andrew Surprise, Charles 
Kokoros and Ryan Egan. 

During interviews con-
ducted on Aug. 4 and 5, 
each of the three candi-
dates were asked the same 
set of  questions.

Andrew Surprise
Surprise introduced 

himself, saying he for-
merly worked with the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce. According 
to his LinkedIn page, he 
was the vice president and 
CEO from January 2021 
to May 2023, an executive 
director with the Wind-
sor, Connecticut Chamber 
of Commerce from May 
2023 to May 2025, and a 
city councilor in Westfield 
from January 2016 to Jan-
uary 2020. 

Surprise also works as a 
consultant. 

Surprise said he has 
been an executive for orga-
nizations in transition, and 
rebuilding boards, and has 
revitalized programs. He 
said he worked on the Fi-
nance Committee while in 
Westfield, and advocated 
legislators to allow bases 
to receive environmental 
remediation funding. 

Surprise said some of 

his focuses are on arts and 
culture, and revitalizing 
downtown areas.

When asked how he 
would approach the posi-
tion, he said that he never 
voted for a tax increase, 
and saw money being 
wasted or spent where it 
should not have been spent 
and said he was responsi-
ble for a $130 million bud-
get. Surprise said he would 
meet with department 
heads and recommend and 
prepare them for budget 
cuts, and used a zero base 
budget in Westfield. 

The board asked about 
recruiting a Highway Su-
perintendent, since the 
town is without one and 
only has one member staff-
ing the department. Sur-
prise said he would start 
by getting a timeline of 
programs and projects that 
need to be done, and try to 
hire someone who is quali-
fied, or get them the train-
ing they need immediately. 

As for highway funds, 
Surprise said he is not in 
favor of utilizing chapter 
90 money for anything but 
roads, bridges and side-
walks. 

He said that his ap-
proach with working with 
the board would be en-
suring he knows his role, 
and gets training required 
to avoid legal issues. Sur-
prise said he’d hold regular 
meetings with the board to 

Select Board 
interviews TA 
candidates

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Select Board held a pub-
lic hearing for one jointly 
owned pole to be placed on 
Gardner Avenue at a point 
approximately 50 feet west 
from the intersection with 
Maple Avenue, as petitioned 
by National Grid. 

At the Aug. 3 meeting, 
National Grid representa-
tive Robert Williams said 

the project involves re-
moval of a guy wire 
from a tree, and putting 
a new section of wires 
up with a pole in a new 

location. 
The tree is on town prop-

erty, and was determined to 
need removal by the Tree 
Warden Tony Crane. 

During the discussion, 
Select Board member 
Mary Dowling said there 
are many poles that are 
approved that end up 
attached to the old 
poles. She said it is 
a visual blight, and 
if there was a way to 

make approval of a pole 
contingent on the remov-
al of the other one. 
Williams said that Na-

tional Grid is only respon-
sible for installing the pole, 
and Verizon is responsible 
for removal, since the poles 

Board 
holds 
pole 
hearing

By Zacharias Fragkiada-
kis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – Pris-
cilla Geigis, Deputy Com-
missioner for Conservation 
and Resource Stewardship 
at the Department of  Con-
servation and Recreation 
announced a $131,000 
grant from the adminis-
tration of  Gov. Maura 
Healey and Lieutenant 
Gov. Kimberly Driscoll 
during a press conference 
at the Brookfield Fire Sta-

tion last Friday. 
According to the press 

release, Brookfield re-
ceived $3,489.

This grant from the 
Volunteer Fire Capacity 
Program is split among 
45 fire departments in the 
Commonwealth for those 
that serve populations of 
10,000 or less, or are 80% 
or more staffed by volun-
teers. Geigis thanked state 
Sen. Peter Durant and 
state Rep. Donnie Berthi-
aume during her speech, as 
they were unable to attend.

Geigis said these grants 

are to help fire depart-
ments with training and 
response, and to help them 
steward and protect the 
land, citing the immense 
impacts of  wildfires, in-
cluding in Washington 
and Minnesota. She said 
this money comes from 
the U.S. Forest Service, 
and said these grants are 
a good example of  feder-
al, state and local govern-
ments working together. 

DCR wildland firefight-
er Andrew Regan gave 

DCR announces $131,000 grant

See FAIR 
PAGE 11

See WELL PAGE 5

See INTERVIEW PAGE 9

See GRANT PAGE 9

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Department of Conservation and Recreation announced more than $131,000 in grants to 45 rural, 
call, or volunteer fire departments across Massachusetts through the Volunteer Fire Capacity Program. 
The program helps smaller departments train personnel, prevent forest fires and strengthen emergency 
response in their communities. DCR announced the VFC recipients at the Brookfield Fire Station, 
alongside local elected officials on Aug. 7.

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Eagle Scout Edie Simpson is shown with her father and Scoutmaster 
Bill Simpson at the dedication of her project, the newly refurbished 
Spooner Well in Brookfield.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Shelby Hill of the Brookfield Agricultural Commission is shown alongside Elsie the 
Cow, a beloved mascot historically connected to the town.  

See BOARD PAGE 9

The Brookfield Agri-
cultural Fair hosted a 

youth planting contest. 
Above, Layne Beaudry 
won first place for her 
sunflower. Left, Caleb 
Allen received a first-
place ribbon for his 
cucumber and squash.
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PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS ............ $199

lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/13/26-8/19/268/13/26-8/19/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SHRIMP RING 
COOKED SHRIMP W/SAUCE - 24 OZ. ....  

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHOCOLATE CREME
WHIPPED PIE 38 OZ  .........................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP.

SMITHFIELD BACON 
(REGULAR & THICK CUT) 12 OZ PAK ....

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB. BAG ...........
$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 

WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA .............

lb

lb
$335

$399

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ....... $222

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

75¢
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
BOURBON BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$299

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG ..

$599

ea
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONE-IN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

MONTEREY JACK CHEESE .........
$499

lb

lb
$599

BEEF CHUCK 
      ROAST 
    or STEAK

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$599
ea

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

22/$700

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – The George 
Whitefield United Meth-
odist Church will host a 
Bluegrass Gospel Service 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
Aug. 30 at 33 West Main 
St.  

The program will fea-
ture traditional bluegrass 
instruments and voices 
performing old time Gos-
pel favorites and other 

toe-tapping tunes in the 
bluegrass style. These ser-
vices have been very well 
received and are back by 
popular demand.  

Come as you are and 
enjoy some good music 
and fellowship. All are 
welcome.  Refreshments 
will be served. Any ques-
tions can be directed to 
Heidi Jeldres at 978-989-
5736.

Bluegrass Gospel Service 
will be held Aug. 30

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The town of East Brook-
field, with assistance from 
the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Com-
mission is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation 
Plan and is seeking input 
from residents.

Community members 
are encouraged to par-
ticipate in a survey to 
share their thoughts on 
open space, recreational 
opportunities and prior-
ities for the future. Public 

feedback will help guide the 
development of the updat-
ed plan, which is required 
to maintain the town’s eli-
gibility for state grant fund-
ing for conservation and 
recreation projects.

Residents can complete 
the survey online at https://
t inyurl .com/yv7b23fy. 

Hard copies are also avail-
able at Town Hall, the East 
Brookfield Public Library 
and the Senior Center.

The town encourages 
all residents to take part 
and help shape the future 
of East Brookfield’s parks, 
recreation resources and 
open spaces.

Input needed for Open Space 
and Recreation Plan update

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The towns of Hardwick and New Braintree participated in Town Takeover night at a WooSox game on July 22 at Polar Park in Worcester. A 
portion of proceeds from tickets purchased that night will benefit the Hardwick-New Braintree Police Association, to raise money to renovate 
the police station on Lower Road in Hardwick. Shown from left are Police Lieutenant Robert Toupin, state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume, Fire Chief 
Nick Gaumond, Selectman Bill Tinker, Town Administrator Justine Caggiano, Police Chief Kevin Landine, Selectman Jeff Schaaf and Police 
Detective Patrick Almstrom. Both Gaumond and Almstrom were honored during the game for their exemplary work in public safety.

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The East Brookfield 
Bandstand Committee is 
once again bringing live 
music to Connie Mack 
Field this summer with 
free Thursday evening 
concerts celebrating local 
talent, classic rock, and 
community traditions. 

Organized entirely by 
volunteers, the commit-
tee relies on sponsorships, 
food sales and donations 
to make the annual series 

possible.
The Brookfield-based 

rock trio Moonlight 
Saints is closing the sea-
son on Aug. 20. Concerts 
are held from 6-8 p.m.

The East Brookfield 
Summer Concert Series 
continues to provide an 
opportunity for neigh-
bors and visitors alike to 
gather, enjoy live music 
and celebrate the commu-
nity. All are welcome to 
attend. 

Moonlight Saints perform 
at Connie Mack Field

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregation-
al Church of  West Brook-
field, UCC, 36 North Main 
St., has been hosting their 
Flea Market on the town 
common for more than 50 
years. 

This year the Flea Mar-
ket will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in 
6:30-8:30 a.m.). Sellers of 
all kinds are welcome – flea 
folk, antique dealers, craft-

ers, product vendors and 
those emptying out base-
ments and attics.  

No food vendors, please. 
Spaces are available for 

$40 for a 20 x 20 grassy 
spot. Vendors must bring 
their own tables and tents. 

The church will spon-
sor a food tent with grilled 
food, cold drinks and sweet 
treats. Email to fccofwb-
fleamarket@gmail.com for 
an application or call Kar-
en at 508-801-7692.

Vendors wanted for Flea 
Market on the common

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – A Special Town 
Election to elect a Select 
Board member for a two-
year term will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 1.

Last day to register to 
vote before the Special 
Town Election is Friday, 
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
at 2 East Main St.

WARE – The Ware 
Grange is holding a bar-
becue dinner at the annual 
Grange Fair on Saturday, 
Aug. 29 at 4 p.m. 

The menu includes 
pulled pork, chicken, bris-
ket, baked beans, coleslaw, 
cornbread, drink and des-

sert for $25. Eat outside 
under the tent or take your 
meal to go.

Reservations are re-
quired. Please call 413-
284-1135 or email ware-
grange164@gmail.com to 
make your reservations for 
the barbecue. 

Ware Grange hosts 
barbecue dinner Aug. 29

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Registration is 
now open for the 2026 
Brookfields Lions Club golf  
tournament, according to 
event chair, Marc Kokansky.

The annual event is tak-
ing place on Saturday, Aug. 
22 at the Quail Hollow 
Country Club, 1822 Old 
Turnpike Road, Oakham. 
The four-person scramble 
tournament begins with reg-
istration at noon, followed 
by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 
per golfer, which includes 
18 holes of golf, cart, skins 
competition, closest-to-
the-pin contests and a meal 
following the tournament 
at Quail Hollow Country 
Club. 

Proceeds from the tour-
nament will benefit the 
Brookfields Lions Club’s 
charitable programs and 
community service proj-
ects throughout the area. 
Through fundraising events 

such as this tournament, 
the club supports local or-
ganizations and individuals 
while carrying out the Lions’ 
mission of serving those in 
need.

To register a team or ob-
tain additional information, 
contact Kokansky at 508-
847-9843. Registration is 
open now through Aug. 15.

About the Lions Club
As the world’s largest, 

youngest and most active 
service organization, the 

mission of Lions Clubs In-
ternational is to empower 
volunteers to serve their 
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage 
peace, and promote interna-
tional understanding. 

Members of the Brook-
fields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and sup-
port in the communities of 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, and New Brain-
tree.

Registration open for Lions Club golf tournament

Special Town Election will 
be held on Sept. 1

SPENCER – Support 
local firefighters and police 
officers at Spencer’s Bravest 
Family Fun Day on Sunday, 
Aug. 30 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at Sunoco, 73 West Main St.

There will be hot dogs, 
hamburgers, a lemonade 
stand, face painting, tem-

porary tattoos, raffles, local 
vendors, games and more.

Bring your family, 
friends, and neighbors for a 
day of fun, community and 
giving. All proceeds from 
this event will go to support 
Spencer firefighters and po-
lice officers.

Sunoco to host Spencer’s 
Bravest Family Fun Day

WARE – The Ware 
Grange Fair will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 29 at the 
Grange Hall on Route 9, 
297 Belchertown Road. 

This year’s Fair will fea-
ture a fun dog show, Kids’ 
Corner workshop, chil-
dren’s field events, games, 
raffles, bake sale, live music, 

a barbecue dinner and an 
auction. Exhibits may be 
entered on Thursday, Aug. 
27 from 5-7 p.m. or Friday, 
Aug. 28 from 9-11 a.m. 

For more information, 
details on exhibiting, or to 
make reservations for the 
barbecue, call 413-284-1135 
or visit waregrange.org. 

Fair returns Aug. 29

St. Carlo Acutis Parish, 
Brookfield/West Brook-
field/Warren, is having its 
9th Annual Alex Cordy 
Memorial Charity Golf 
Tournament at Quail Hol-
low Golf  and Country 
Club, 1822 Old Turnpike 
Road, Oakham, on Satur-
day, Sept. 12. 

Registration begins at 
7:15 a.m., with a shotgun 
start at 8 a.m.

Alex Cordy was an in-
tegral part of  the West 
Brookfield community for 
many years. In memory of 

his outstanding service to 
his community, his parish 
and being a founding mem-
ber of  our Knights of  Co-
lumbus Council 11080, this 
tournament will once again 
benefit the Youth Activities 
Fund to support the youth 
in the local community, a 
cause that was very import-
ant to Alex. 

The golf  tournament or-
ganizers were able to award 
two $1,000 scholarships this 
past year from the proceeds 
of  this event to two local 
high school seniors, as well 

as fund many other youth 
activities. 

Consider supporting this 
event by sponsoring or par-
ticipating in the tournament 
individually or with a four-
some. Tournament raffle 
items and general donations 
to this event are always wel-
comed and appreciated.

Registration and spon-
sorships are now available 
for this tournament. To 
register, and for more in-
formation, please call 413-
813-8100 or email wallycon-
nor122@gmail.com. 

Registration open for Alex Cordy 
memorial golf tournament

‘Town Takeover’ benefits police station project
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

SCRANTON, PA 
– Geisinger College of 
Health Sciences’ School 
of Medicine held its 18th 
annual White Coat Cere-
mony for the Class of 2030 
on Aug. 7 at Marywood 
University.

John Button of East 
Brookfield received a white 
coat at the ceremony.

The Class of 2030’s 126 
future doctors participat-
ed in a ceremony held in 
common with virtually 
every other medical school 
in the nation. White Coat 
ceremonies welcome new 
medical students into the 
profession by taking an 
oath acknowledging their 
responsibilities as future 
physicians and their obli-
gations to future patients. 
The high point of the cer-
emony is when each future 
physician is cloaked with a 
white lab coat – the mantle 
of the medical profession. 
The Stanley J. Dudrick, 
MD and Alan G. Gold-
stein Endowed Fund pro-

vided the white coats.
Of the 126 students 

entering the class, 81 are 
Pennsylvania residents, in-
cluding 35 from counties 
within Geisinger’s service 
region. The class also in-
cludes 35 Abigail Geising-
er Scholars, reflecting the 
school’s commitment to 
educating future physi-
cians dedicated to serving 
communities across the 
region.

Beyond academic ex-
cellence, members of the 
Class of 2030 have already 
demonstrated a strong 
commitment to service 
and patient care, making 
them a perfect match for 
Geisinger’s community-fo-
cused care. 

Before applying to 
medical school, these 126 
students collectively con-
tributed more than 30,000 
medical volunteer hours 
and 36,000 non-medical 
volunteer hours. They 
also completed more than 
92,000 research hours, 

another hallmark of a 
Geisinger education.

“The White Coat Cere-
mony is an inspiring wel-
come to our new students 
at the School of Medicine. 
It marks the beginning of 
a sometimes difficult but 
always rewarding journey 
of turning eager learners 
into compassionate heal-
ers. They will serve the 
people of our communi-
ties and beyond,” Geising-
er College’s president and 
medical school dean, Julie 
Byerley, MD, MPH, said. 
“It will be a great joy to 
watch this class grow into 
their roles as future physi-
cian leaders.”

Amanda Caleb, PhD, 
MPH presented the Dr. 
Lester Saidman Memorial 
Lecture, named in honor 
of the respected physician 
and educator from Lu-
zerne County. Dr. Caleb 
is a professor of Medical 
Humanities at the School 
of Medicine’s Center for 
Medical Humanities.

Button welcomed to Geisinger 
College’s School of Medicine

ATTENTION NORTH BROOKFIELD 
WATER USERS

HYDRANT FLUSHING
September 1-30, 2026
The North Brookfield Water Department will be flushing 
water mains throughout town beginning Tuesday, 
September 1 through Wednesday, September 30,  2026. 
Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30AM 
and 3:30PM.
The purpose of the flushing is to remove sediment 
buildup in the mains.  The flushing may result in tem-
porary discoloration of the water, caused by small par-
ticles dislodged during the flushing.  This discoloration 
might stain your laundry, especially white materials.  
If you would like additional information, please 
call the Water Department at (508) 867-0207.

- sturbridge -
Troop 163 
hosts ice 
cream social/
open house

STURBRIDGE – Do 
you like camping, hiking, 
swimming, biking, fishing, 
kayaking, whitewater raft-
ing, sailing, exploring with 
friends and more? You 
might like being a Scout. 

Come to an ice cream so-
cial and open house held by 
Troop 163, an all-girl troop 
of Scouting America, on 
Sunday, Aug. 30 from 4-6 
p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, 345 Main St. 

Learn about lassoing and 
how to use a sling shot and 
other activities. Families 
are welcome.Learn about 
Scouting and the troop.

The troop is open to girls 
aged 11-17, and while based 
in Sturbridge, is open to res-
idents of any town. Please 
email troop163sturbridge@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

FISKDALE – St. Anne–
St. Patrick Parish is making 
it easier for families to par-
ticipate in both Faith For-
mation and Sunday Mass 
with a newly redesigned 
class schedule for the 2026-
2027 program year. 

By intentionally cen-
tering its Faith Formation 
schedule around the 10 
a.m. Sunday Mass, the par-
ish hopes families can more 
easily worship together 
while also having more 
time back in their Sundays.

“At St. Anne – St. Pat-
rick Parish, we want to re-
move obstacles that make 
it difficult for families to 
practice their faith to-
gether,” said Fr. Salvator 
Musande, Pastor of  St. 
Anne – St. Patrick Parish. 
“Our new schedule allows 
children to grow in their 
knowledge and under-
standing of  the Catholic 
Faith while making Sun-
day Mass something fami-
lies can attend together. We 
warmly invite both return-

ing and new families to join 
us.”

Registration is now open 
for Faith Formation for 
students in kindergarten 
through grade 11. Families 
are encouraged to register 
online by Sept. 6, which 
will help with class plan-
ning, although registration 

will remain open after that 
date. 

The new class schedule 
is: grades K-six, Sundays, 
8:45-9:45 a.m., before the 
10 a.m. Mass.; and grades 
seven-11, Sundays, 11:15 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., after the 
10 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation pro-

vides children and teens 
with age-appropriate in-
struction in the Catholic 
Faith, Sacred Scripture, 
Prayer, Christian living, 
and preparation for the 
Sacraments. 

Online registration is 
the preferred registration 
method and is available on 

the parish website. A paper 
registration form is also 
available for families who 
need one.

For more information 
or to register, visit www.
StAnneStPatrickParish.
com or call 508-347-9353.

About the parish
St. Anne –St. Patrick 

Parish & Shrine is an active 
parish community serving 
the Sturbridge area and be-
yond, offering daily Mass-
es, religious education, and 
community ministries. 

The shrine grounds wel-
come thousands of  visi-
tors each year and feature 
St. Anne Shrine, Stations 
of  the Cross and Crucifix, 
Hall of  Saints, Russian 
Icon Exhibit, Generations 
Statue, Angel of  Hope 
Monument, Memorial for 
the Unborn, Votive Cha-
pels, weekend Masses cel-
ebrated in the outdoor pa-
vilion during the summer, 
and a religious gift shop 
open daily from 10 a.m.–5 
p.m.

St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish offers Faith Formation program

Faith Formation students are shown with leaders in the Parish Center. 	 SUBMITTED PHOTO

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Silverbacks will perform at Powder Mill Park on Sunday, Aug. 16 from 2-5 p.m. as part of the Spencer 
Parks & Recreation Commission’s 2026 Summer Concert Series.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

SPENCER – The Spencer 
Parks & Recreation Com-
mission’s 2026 Summer Con-
cert Series continues from 
2-5 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
16 at Powder Mill Park, cor-
ner Smithville and Meadow 
Roads, with the Silverbacks.

The Silverbacks celebrate 
all things rock ‘n roll. 

A few of the members 
have performed in stadium 
shows worldwide as mem-

bers of the bands of Joe 
Cocker, Tina Turner and 
Robert Palmer. Others per-
formed in regional bands 
including Albatross and the 
American Standard Band. 

Band member Glenn 
DiTommasso resides in 
Spencer and is looking for-
ward to performing in his 
hometown. Band member 
Jim Perry was also instru-
mental in organizing this 

year’s concert series and co-
ordinating the entertainment 
schedule. Other members in-
clude Michael Lynch, Cliff  
Goodwin, Deric Dyer and 
Bill MacGillivray.

Following the Silverbacks, 
next up in this series that 
concludes on Sunday, Aug. 
23 will be Miss Fairchild.

The concert series is 
proudly sponsored by Cor-
nerstone Bank.

Silverbacks band performs at 
Summer Concert Series

View Quaboag Current online at quaboagcurrent.turley.com
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OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the edi-
tor should be 250 
words or less in 

length, and guest col-
umns between 500 and 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We re-
quire that the person sub-
mitting the opinion also 
include his or her town 
of residence and home 
telephone number. We 
authenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, or defa-
mation of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 80 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 OR e-mail to poui-
mette@turley.com. Dead-
line for submission is 
Monday at noon for the 
following week’s edition.

EDITOR
Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn

dflynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Karen, who has a 
vegetable garden in 
Hardwick, is con-

cerned over her tomatoes 
cracking and is asking the 
Garden Lady for some ad-
vice.  

“With all the rainstorms 
we’ve had, one measuring 
over 5 inches last week, my 
cherry tomatoes, and even 
some of my paste types are 
starting to crack. Is this a 
normal occurrence and 
if  so, is there any-
thing I can do to 
prevent this from 
happening in the 
future?”

This is a time-
ly question, Karen, 
and one that I am 
sure a lot of readers 
can relate to. I know I 
can.  

It’s always exciting when 
the tomatoes start ripening 
and then this happens. 

Fruit cracking around 
the stem, either in rings 
or radiating downward is 
caused by overwatering; we 
or Mother Nature can be at 
fault. This year I will blame 
her for some of it.  

A week ago many gar-
deners in the area received 
an inch or more of rain in 
two separate deluges. Keep 
in mind that most veggies 
require about an inch per 
week.  

Adjust your irrigation to 
accommodate for the excess.  

Mulches do well to mod-
erate soil moisture; if  you 
mulch, you can water less 
often. If  cracking ends up 
being a big problem for you, 
consider scouring the seed 
catalogs for varieties that 
are resistant to it. 

As long as the cracks are 
fresh, and haven’t begun to 

show mold, I use the fruit 
anyway. Watering issues 
can also affect other plants. 
Sometimes gardeners com-
plain that their cucumbers 
look funny, bent in the 
shape of an apostrophe.  

This effect is also from 
uneven watering. Besides 
making necessary adjust-
ments, trellising can also 
help them to grow straight.

This question came in 
from Frances who reads 
the column in the Ware 
River News:  “I have some 
thornless blackberry plants 
that produce huge fruit. 
Occasionally some of the 
segments on the berries are 
not colored deep purple or 
black; they are more of a 
tan or white color.  I was 
curious why this happens? 
Years ago when I grew red 
raspberry bushes I also re-
member sometimes having 
this problem.  Is it some-
thing with my soil? Are the 
berries safe to eat?  I am 
hopeful it is not some type 
of mold or fungus.”

Although I do not have 
a picture to be one hundred 
percent certain, I believe 
what you are describing 
is “druplet disorder.” The 
lighter areas on your berries 
are from sun scald. A reac-
tion simply caused by too 
much heat.  

And yes, they are safe to 
eat.  

Some people comment 
that the berries with this 
disorder are a little tough or 
flavorless. It doesn’t really 
bother me.  

Moldy berries would 
look furry and the area 
would be raised.  

Bill is growing basil for 
the first time and he had 
this question for the Garden 
Lady:  “My basil was slow 

to take off.  I came back 
from vacation and it 
is in flower. While 
the bees seem to 

enjoy the flowers, 
I was hoping to 

harvest some of 
the leaves. Do you have 
any advice as to how to 

get it out of flower mode 
and into leaf production?”  

Yes, I do.  It involves giv-
ing the basil a hair cut.  Sure 
enough, your plant needs to 
be rid of those flowers.  

Once you do that, pro-
vide some nitrogen to get 
them greened up and grow-
ing. This could be by the ad-
dition of a little blood meal 
at the base of the plant or a 
foliar feed of fish emulsion 
or compost tea.  

In no time your plant 
will rebound. Just be sure to 
keep those flowers trimmed 
off.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 32 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
Regarding Social Secu-

rity’s financial issues, three 
people contributing to So-
cial Security for every one 
beneficiary sounds to me 
like a surplus. 

If they had given work-
ers their own accounts, 
similar to a 401k, where 
they could manage their 
own money, it would have 
worked out more favor-
ably for retirees. President 
George W Bush suggested 
these changes, but it was 
shot down by Congress.  

The average worker now 
pays a 6.2% Social Securi-
ty tax. If the government 
had bumped it up to say 
7%, I don’t believe that me 
or anyone else would have 
cried too hard. 

There are ways of cor-
recting this before the SS 
reserves are depleted and, 
hopefully, Congress will 
address Social Security’s 
financing soon. 

Signed: Skeptical Senior
 
Dear Skeptical: 

Believe it or not, put-
ting SS contributions from 
payroll taxes into separate 
individual accounts is not 
really a good idea. 

For information, most 
people get back all pay-
roll taxes they contributed 
to Social Security within 
about five years of re-
ceiving SS benefits. Even 
with decent public market 
returns, some individual 
separate accounts would 
eventually run out of 
money, causing some to 
lose Social Security bene-
fits before they die, mean-
ing they would likely live 
in poverty. 

People are now collect-
ing benefits on average for 
decades and the current 
SS format means that even 
those who contribute only 
a small amount will collect 
benefits no matter how 
long they live. Remember, 
the primary purpose of 
the SS program is to re-
duce poverty in America. 

FYI, President Bush’s 
plan had opposition in 
the 2005 Congress large-
ly because of the cost to 
transition to that plan and 

the fear that investments 
in the public markets sub-
jected individual retire-
ment savings to unaccept-
able risk. 

In any case, few have 
since advocated investing 
Social Security funds in 
the public financial mar-
kets because of the risks 
and the political back-
lash. And adding a small 
amount to the FICA/
SECA payroll tax rate 
only somewhat mitigates 
the problem; it doesn’t 
completely solve it. I’m 
afraid that Social Secu-
rity’s financial issues are 
more complex than that 
and can’t be fully solved 
by a small increase in SS 
payroll taxes.  

You are right Congress 
can and, we are confident, 
will address this and hope-
fully soon. For its part, 
the Association of Mature 
American Citizens and 
the AMAC Foundation 
have been evaluating this 
issue for years and have 
developed a Social Secu-
rity reform plan for Con-
gress to consider. 

And we are actively 
promoting our reform 
plan in Washington, D.C. 
Please know that we share 
your concerns about the 
future of Social Securi-
ty and will continue to 
work hard to ensure the 
program is here for many 
generations.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.       

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Why don’t they just 
create individual Social 
Security accounts?

My daughter, Pau-
la Ouimette, took 
this photo of a ju-

venile brown headed cow-
bird watching her run laps 
with her dog, Jo Jo. 

The young cowbird 
perched on a fence near the 
driveway of the elementary 
school in Hardwick.

My daughter used the 
Seek app by iNaturalist 
to get the identification. It 
stayed there for about 20 
minutes before flying off. 

She said there were no 
other cowbirds around, but 
cowbirds lay their eggs in 
nests of birds smaller than 
then in hopes they will raise 
their young. 

Obviously, this young 
cowbird looks well feed. I 
wonder what bird raised it, 
often at the expense of their 
own offspring. 

Warblers and vireos are 
the most common cowbird 
hosts. Their nestlings weight 
less than half as much as the 
cowbird nestling. 

Some species will either 
push the cowbird egg out of 
their nest or leave that nest 
and start another nest.

The brown-headed cow-
bird is a stocky blackbird. 
The females do not build a 
nest and instead produce up 
to three dozen eggs per sum-
mer. 

They lay the eggs in the 
nests of other bird species 
and let them raise their 
young, know as brood par-
asitism. 

Brown-headed cowbirds 
are native to North Amer-

ica, but many people con-
sider them a nuisance bird 
because of their parenting 
style.

Cowbirds destroy the 
eggs and young of smaller 
songbirds and have been 
implicated in the decline of 
several endangered species, 
including Kirtland’s warbler 
and black-capped vireo. 

Adult male cowbirds 
have glossy black bodies 

and brown heads, hence 
their name. In poor light-
ing, the male’s head looks 
brown.

The female is brown 
with the head lighter brown 
than the body. She has fine 
streaking on the belly/ Both 
sexes have thick, conical 
bills and black eyes. 

They are 7.5 to 8.7 inch-
es long. They feed on the 
ground and can be seen 
walking behind livestock to 
eat what their hooves stir up. 

They are found in open 
habitats such as fields, pas-
tures, meadows, forest edges 
and lawns. They also perch 
on a prominent branch high 
in a tree.

They are primarily 
seed-eaters and insectivores, 
adapting their diet based on 
availability and season, of-
ten gleaned from the ground 
or by following grazing an-
imals. They will come to 
feeders as well and prefer 
sunflower seeds and millet. 

Other Hardwick birds
My daughter, Paula, saw 

lots of bluebirds, swallows, 
robins and one hen turkey 
with a poult. She said  there 

were probably more under-
neath the hen turkey, but 
only one was brave enough 
to come out.

Red tail hawks
I have several red tail 

hawks in Barre, New Brain-
tree and Oakham. Recently, 
one flew off and the sun-
shine showed off the hawks 
red tail. They are often seen 
by freshly mowed fields in 
hopes of fcatching some ro-
dents, who stand out on a 
newly cut field. 

Great blue heron
Long Pond in Rutland 

is a popular spot to find a 
great blue heron “fishing” 
in the shallows along Route 
122. 

Meal worms
I continue to have cat-

birds come for the meal-
worms I leave them on the 
picnic table. The other day 
I heard a catbird make its 
meowing call. Males use the 
call to establish territory 
and females for communi-
cation and alarm purposes. 

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

Midsummer questions for the Garden Lady

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Juvenile brown 
headed cowbird
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sheba is said to have orches-
trated the murder of her 
husband, by enlisting the 
help of three soldiers. These 
soldiers attacked Joshua af-
ter he returned from a night 
of drinking at Cooley’s 
Tavern and threw his body 
down the well. 

The crime was quickly 
discovered the next day, and 
Bathsheba and the soldiers 
were sentenced to death by 
hanging, which occurred on 
July 2, 1778 in Worcester. 
Five thousand people at-
tended the execution.

This was one of the first 
capital murder trials to take 
place in the young nation, 
and Bathsheba was the first 
woman to be executed fol-
lowing the reading of the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. 

“It made national news,” 
Scoutmaster Simpson said. 

Bathsheba was pregnant 
at the time of her death, and 
she and the baby are buried 
somewhere in Green Hill 
Park in Worcester, on land 
once owned by her sister 
and brother-in-law. Joshua 
is buried in Brookfield Cem-
etery. 

Simpson spoke about her 
Eagle Scout project, and the 
work that was completed at 
the site. She thanked every-
one involved for their sup-
port of  her goals.

The project included the 
removal of  vegetation and 
poison ivy, refurbishing 
the stones around the well 
and the steps leading to 
it, as well as putting up an 
informative sign, a bench 
and landscaping around the 
marker at the site.

The removal of  the poi-
son ivy was no easy task, 
requiring Simpson and her 
team of volunteers to wear 
hazmat suits for protection, 
which earned them many 
curious looks from passers-
by. 

After the vegetation was 
removed, Simpson and her 
crew installed weed block-
er, and put in gravel, mulch 
and plants with the help of 
Babe’s Landscaping.

“They made a big dona-
tion,” Simpson said. “Very 
generous.”

The beneficiary of  Simp-
son’s project was the Friends 

of  Brookfield, which was 
represented at the dedica-
tion ceremony by Don Taft.

Taft said the Scouts were 
the “future workers of  our 
country,” and he praised 
Simpson for her efforts to 
improve “an iconic Brook-
field location.”

To start the project, 
Simpson needed permis-
sion from property owners, 
Donald Faugno and Don-
na Sullivan, who live across 
the street from the well in a 
home that Faugno has lived 
in his entire life. 

“We’ve lived across it for 
years…and there as no way 
for them [people] to find it,” 
Sullivan said of  Spooner 
Well. 

She said it was a great 
project and that they both 
appreciated Simpson’s hard 
work. 

Faugno said he has reg-
ularly helped people find 
Spooner Well over the years, 
which is mainly only known 
by locals. The clearing of 
the site and installation of 
the sign will make that job 
much easier.

Spooner Well was also 
once a geocaching site.

Sullivan thanked Simp-
son for choosing the site of 
Spooner Well for her Eagle 
Scout project, and for rec-
ognizing its significance to 
the town.

“She wanted to make 
people more aware of 
Brookfield history,” Sulli-
van said at the dedication. 

Sullivan said she and her 
husband knew Simpson 
would be successful when 
she arrived at the site with 
her team in the hazmat 
suits.

“We said, ‘this woman is 
prepared,’” Sullivan said. 

Bring prepared is part of 
what Scouting America is 
about, with the rank of  Ea-
gle Scout being its highest 
honor; something that only 
about 4% of Scouts attain.

“One of  the culmina-
tions of  Scouting is the Ea-
gle project,” Scoutmaster 
Simpson said. 

The dedication conclud-
ed with refreshments (in-
cluding cookies decorated 
to look like Spooner Well), 
and music by Spooner Well 
band members Scoutmaster 
Simpson and Gregg Acker-
man. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Edie Simpson’s Eagle Scout project included landscaping around the Spooner Well historic marker.

Shown is Spooner Well, where 
the body of Brookfield resident 
Joshua Spooner was hidden on 
March 1, 1778.

This sign explains the significance of the Spooner Well site, and in-
cludes a floor plan of the home of Joshua and Bathsheba (Ruggles) 
Spooner. This floor plan is from the Robert W. Wilder Sr. Historical Col-
lection housed at the Merrick Public Library in Brookfield.

There is now a clear walkway to 
the Spooner Well site.

Donna Sullivan spoke about Edie 
Simpson’s Eagle Scout project. 
Sullivan and her husband Don-
ald Faugno live near the Spooner 
Well site.

Don Taft spoke on behalf of the 
Friends of Brookfield, the proj-
ect’s beneficiary.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Midway between south 

and southeast
  4. Fathers
  9. Wine grape
 14. Al Bundy’s wife
 15. Derived from ammonia
 16. Venezuelan state
 17. Interest rate
 18. Experts
 20. Vascular tissues
 22. Smooth and glossy
 23. Administrative region in 

S. Korea
 24. One from Damascus
 28. Special interest group
 29. It cools your home
 30. Oh, God!
 31. Intestinal pouches
 33. Men
 37. Twelfth star in a 

constellation
 38. Former CIA
 39. Arrange in grades of 

size

 41. A baglike structure in a 
plant or animal

 42. “The Great Lakes 
State”

 43. Having earlike 
appendages

 44. Momentarily stop
 46. Ancient kingdom
 49. Of I
 50. White clerical vestment
 51. Songs to one’s beloved
 55. Charges
 58. Computer application 

originator
 59. A place to dock a boat
 60. One guided by reason
 64. Slang for cigarette
 65. Sailboats
 66. “Jerry Maguire” actor 

Zellweger
 67. Screen type
 68. Country legend Haggard
 69. Puts together in time
 70. When you anticipate 

arriving

CLUES DOWN
  1. Involuntary muscular 

contraction
  2. Eastern US transit 

agency
  3. Leaves a place
  4. Cease to participate
  5. Current units
  6. Cease to exist
  7. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
  8. Earth vibration
  9. Very strong winds
 10. For each one
 11. A bog
 12. The creation of beautiful 

or significant things
 13. Affirmative
 19. Pie _ __ mode
 21. Nonclerical
 24. Indonesian island
 25. Educational 

environment
 26. Namibian peoples
 27. Bring out or develop

 31. Moves into a place of 
thought

 32. Out of the way
 34. Loads a ship
 35. Beloved Hollywood alien
 36. Distinguishes
 40. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 41. Secondary or 

explanatory title
 45. Relating to a wing
 47. One who gives a speech
 48. In the middle
 52. Loop with a running 

knot
 53. Airborne (abbr.)
 54. Sweet persons
 56. Put into play
 57. Small cattle breed
 59. Millisecond
 60. Revolutions per minute
 61. They __
 62. Moon crater
 63. A place to stay the 

night

Veterans Day Salute
Quaboag Current ~ November 5, 2026

Quaboag Current will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Quaboag Current, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

WELL  FROM PAGE 1

Spooner Well band members Bill Simpson and Gregg Ackerman per-
formed during the dedication of Edie Simpson’s Eagle Scout project. 
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Pancake Breakfast
Running of the Road Race 
(NEW START TIME)
Kids’ Adventure Trail
(FAIR OFFICE; TOWN HOUSE)
Mountain Bike Ride/Race
Face Painting (PAGE LIBRARY)
Exhibit Halls Open
Friendly Farm Animals Exhibit
Hardwick Fair-y Village (PAIGE LIBRARY)
Cattle Judging
Blacksmithing Demo

Hay Rides (MAINE-LY DRAFTS)
Timber Framing & 
Pottery Demonstrations

Book Sale (PAIGE LIBRARY)
Food Trucks: Big T’s, Trolley Dogs,
Potato Potato
Stone Cutting
Dance Demo (GET UP AND DANCE)
Tri-Parish Church baked potato bar

Beer Garden: Fieldcrest Brewing
Children’s Parade
Entertainment (THE OTTERS)
Antique Tractor &  Implement Parade
Central Mass Rabbit Breeders 
Display & Demo
Frog Jumping Contest (NO TOADS)
Historical Society Opens (EXHIBITS)
Horseshoe Contest
Children’s Games
Tractor Pulls
Auction of Exhibits
Hardwick Adult Bingo (IN BEER GARDEN)
Hardwick Farmers Guild Burger Bash
Entertainment (THE OTTERS)
Contra Dancing (TOWN HOUSE, 
SECOND FLOOR)

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1975

HIGGINS ENERGY ALTERNATIVES |  978-355-6343  |  140 WORCESTER RD. BARRE, MA  |  HIGGINSENERGY.COM  |  OPEN TUES - SAT

HEATING SOLUTIONS FOR
EVERY HOME IN CENTRAL MA!

Celebrating 264 Years of the Hardwick Fair!Celebrating 264 Years of the Hardwick Fair!Celebrating 264 Years of the Hardwick Fair!
Since opening our doors in 1975, Higgins Energy has been serving Central Massachusetts with love, care and

warmth for 50 years and counting. We are proud to be a part of this beautiful community!

Celebrating 50Celebrating 50
years in business!years in business!
Celebrating 50
years in business!

Tel 413.477.6050 • Fax 413.477.6554
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

EASTERN WHITE PINE
Wide Pine Flooring • Beams & Timbers

Paneling & Siding • Bark Mulch

W.R. Robinson Lumber Co., Inc. P.O. 
Box 223 

145 Cleveland Road
Wheelwright, MA 01094-0223

HARDWICK

Schedule of Events
Grain & Feed – Farm & Garden Supplies

Plants • Annuals • Perennials • Vegetables • Trees  
Shrubs • Pet Supplies • Pet Food

Clothing for Men, Women & Children • Gates • Fencing
Children’s Toys and So Much More...

444 Lower Rd, Hardwick, MA • 413.477.6913

Hardwick Farmers’ 
Co-Operative

Check out our website www.HardwickFarmers.net

A Part of the 
Hardwick 

Community Fair 
for Over 

112 Years!

Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 9-3

71 Worcester Road • Barre, MA 01005
978-355-6649

HEATING OILS, PROPANE and DIESEL FUELS
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NEW CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

71 Worcester Road • Barre, MA 01005
978-355-6649

HEATING OILS, PROPANE and DIESEL FUELS
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NEW CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

HEATING OILS • PROPANE • DIESEL FUELS

HEATING SYSTEM INSTALLATIONS
24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE

CENTRAL A/C INSTALLATION & SERVICE
EXCAVATION AND SEPTIC SYSTEMS

STONE AND SAND

978-355-6649
71 Worcester Road  •  Barre, MA 01005

www.rjmenergy.com

Food Trucks: Big T’s, Trolley 
Dogs, Potato Potato
Beer Garden:
Fieldcrest Brewing
Tri-Parish Church 
baked potato bar

Opening Ceremonies & Fair 
Dedication  (FLAG POLE)
Lumberjack Contest
Historical Society Opens
(EXHIBITS) 

Exhibit Halls Open
Blacksmithing & Pottery 
Demonstrations

Timber Framing
Demonstration
Antique Tractor & 
Implement Exhibit
Entertainment 
(THE OTTERS)

4:00 PM – 10:00 PM

4:00 PM – 10:00 PM

5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

6:00 PM

6:15 PM
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM
7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
7:30 AM – 10:30 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

9:00 AM
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM
9:00 AM –3:30 PM

9:30 AM
9:30 AM – 2:30 PM

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
10:00 AM – 2:30 PM

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

10:45 AM
11:00 AM

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

11:00 AM – 7:30 PM
12:00 PM

12:00 PM – 3:00 PM
12:30 PM

1:00 PM

1:00 PM
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM

1:30 PM
2:00 PM
2:45 PM
3:30 PM 
4:30 PM

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

264th
HardwickHardwick

FairFair
COMMUNITY

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
AUGUST 14 & 15

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907

OPEN 7 DAYS 
FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

Specials Posted on Facebook

Call Our Pro Shop For Tee Times 
774-261-2634 or Book Online

~ Function Space Available ~
PRIME RIB 

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Margarita Flights

Please remember, NO DOGS are permitted at the Fair 
unless they are a service animal. Owners must provide 
appropriate tags or certification reflecting that registration 
and vaccines are current.

Parking: Parking is available at the field on 32A 
south of the common and at Eagle Hill School, 242 Old 
Petersham Road, Hardwick.

FREE Shuttle service will be available between Eagle 
Hill School and the Fair on Friday and Saturday at fre-
quent intervals provided by EHS. Handicapped parking 
will be avialble the Universalist Church and adjacent to 
othe Police Command Center at corner of Barre Rd. and 
Rte. 32A.

E.P. WINE INC.
L.P. Sales And Installations

THE PROPANE SUPPLIER FOR 
THE HARDWICK FAIR

• Gas Water Heaters In Stock
• Empire and Cozy Unit Heaters

• Construction Heaters
• 20 lb. Grill Fill Ups

• 24 Hour Service

160 West Street, Barre
978-355-2311

1-800-684-7004
www.epwinepropane.com

Richard P. Wine, Jr., President
Ryan R. Wine, Sales and Service

For a complete list of 
events, exhibits, rules and instructions, 

visit hardwick fair.com.

Kindly recycle your beverage containers in 
the labeled recycling bins located around the 
Common. The Hardwick Boy Scouts and our 
town will benefit form your care.
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS
www.sports.turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The 
Spec Pond Summer Basket-
ball League held playoff last 
week, utilizing a few sites 
in addition to the courts at 
Spec Pond. Tantasqua, a 
7-8 team, were involved in a 
matchup held in Wilbraham 
at Minnechaug Regional 
High School.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Since join-
ing the prestigious Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer 
League in 2021, West Side 
Sports Shop has claimed the 
women’s championship title 
five times.

West Side Sports Shop 
entered this year’s playoffs 
as the fourth seed. They 
posted a 2-0 shutout victory 
over second-seeded W. Mass 
Xtremes in the women’s fi-
nals held at historic Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow. last Fri-
day night.

“We might be the fourth 
seed, but we played very well 
in the playoffs,” said West 
Side Sports Shop head coach 
Chris Andre. “We lost to the 
Xtremes twice during the 
regular season.”

The only year that West 

Side Sports Shop didn’t take 
home the championship tro-

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Anthony 
Bourget was an assistant 
boys’ soccer coach under 
longtime varsity coach 
John O’Keefe at Min-
nechaug Regional High 
School before stepping 
down at the end of  last 
season.

Bourget was also the 
head coach of  Villa FC, 
which captured the last 
two Pioneer Valley Sum-
mer Soccer League men’s 
championship titles. Villa 
FC changed sponsors be-
fore the start of  the 2026 
summer league season 
and are now known as 
Mount Carmel FC. 

Mason Perham is 
one of  the former Min-

nechaug soccer play-
ers listed on the 
Mount Carmel 
roster. 

Perham scored a sec-
ond half  goal, which 

Mount Carmel takes Men’s title

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
West Side Sports Shop, featuring adult female players from throughout the region, took the PVSSL Women’s 
Championship.

Julianna Beaulieu sends a pass away. Kaela Mochak heads up the field.

Chapin Jeannotte takes the ball 
up the sideline.

Sydney Mercier sends a free kick 
away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Mount Carmel captured the PVSSL Men’s title this year.

Deandrae Brown dribbles 
away from a defender.

Jake Durham plays the ball off 
his toe. Anthony Basile turns play around.

Shane Sewell sends a pass away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Olivia Sujdlon hustles toward the 
hoop.

Annabele Creelman starts her 
way down the court. Camilla Benitez takes a shot.

Katlein Daboul eyes a teammate down the 
court.Madison Peterson struggles to make a layup attempt.

Warriors finish 
up season

Sport Shop grabs ladies title

See LADIES   PAGE 8

See MEN’S   PAGE 8
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- sports -
helped topseeded Mount 
Carmel FC win the cham-
pionship title once again 
with a crisp 2–0 win over 
secondseeded Rumbleseat 
before a large crowd at 
Lusitano Stadium in Lud-
low on Friday, July 31.

“We’ve won the last 
two men’s champion-
ship titles with Villa, and 
this is our first one with 
Mount Carmel,” Bourget 
said. “Winning the cham-
pionship game is some-
thing that we expect to do 
every year. It was a hard 
fought battle tonight. 
Rumbleseat played very 
well against us.” 

Mount Carmel FC, 
who finished the PVSSL 
regular season with a 
10-1-0 record, defeated 
fourth-seeded CF Ardor, 
2-0, in the semifinals.

Rumbleseat, who also 
lost to Mount Carmel 
during the regular sea-
son, entered the playoffs 
with a 9-1-1 record. They 
advanced into the men’s 
finals for the first time 
in more than ten years 

after knocking off  the 
third-seeded KO Elites 
FC, 2-1, in the semifinals.

“This is the first time 
that we’ve made the fi-
nals in many years, and it 
was a fun game tonight,” 
said Kyle Giroud, who 
was an outstanding three-
sport athlete at Chicop-
ee Comp. “It’s always a 
great time playing in this 
league and I’m looking 
forward to playing again 
next year.”

Giroud is also a mem-
ber of  the Skidmore Col-
lege men’s soccer team.

The men’s finals was 
scoreless at halftime.

Mount Carmel broke 
the ice four minutes into 
the second half. 

The scoring play began 
with a crossing pass from 
Joao Miranda to Dean-
drae Brown, who fired 
a shot from the top of 
the box past Rumbleseat 
goalie Luke Theroux.

Miranda was selected 
as the M.V.P. following 
the match.

About ten minutes lat-
er, Perham scored a goal, 

which was assisted by 
Brown.

“It just felt awesome to 
score a goal in the cham-
pionship game,” Perham 
said. “We took control of 
the game at the start of 
the second half. We had 
another great season.”  

Perham has been a 
member of  Villa/Mount 
Carmel for the past four 
years.

“I’m very happy for 
Mason,” Bourget said. 
“He began playing with 
us the year after he grad-
uated from Minnechaug. 
We also have a couple of 
other Minnechaug play-
ers on our team. We have 
a bunch of  talented play-
ers on this team.”

The other former Min-
nechaug soccer players 
listed on the Mount Car-
mel roster are Kyle Atkin, 
Nick Cianflone, Chase 
Henderson, and Cam Ri-
gney.

The members of  the 
Mount Carmel FC are 
hoping to make it a four-
peat in the summer of 
2027.

MEN’S  FROM PAGE 7
phy was in 2024. They beat 
top seeded Here for Beer in 
the finals a year ago.

“We’ve set a high strand-
ed here,” Andre added. “A 
number of these players have 
been playing for me since 
our first year in this league. 
We also add a couple of new 
players each year. The play-
ers get along with each other 
very well and we always have 
a lot of fun.” 

West Side Sports Shop, 
who finished the 2026 reg-
ular season with a 7-4-0 re-
cord, defeated the fifth-seed-
ed Lusitano Women, 5-1, in 
the quarterfinals. Just like 
they did a year ago, they beat 
top seeded Here for Beer, 
3-2, in the semifinals. West 
Side Sports also won the reg-
ular season match-up Here 
for Beer.

“Here For Beer is a very 
talented soccer team,” An-
dre said. “We played very 
well against them the other 
night.”

The West Side Sports 
Shop captain is Rhiann 
Ryan, who graduated from 
Minnechaug a couple of 
years ago.

“I love being a member of 
this soccer team,” Ryan said. 

“It feels nice to finally beat 
Xtremes, especially after los-
ing to them twice during the 
regular season.”

Six other players listed 
on the Westside Sports Shop 
roster played soccer for leg-
endary head coach Nundi 
Goncalves at Minnechaug. 
They are Emily Howard, 
Gabby Rita, Lylah Jean-
notte, Chapin Jeannotte, 
Gaby Williams, and Claire 
Poindexter.

One of the West Side 
Sports Shop starters in the 
championship match was 
Mallory Pereira, who grad-
uated from Ludlow High 
School.

Julianna Beaulieu, who 
graduated from Chicopee 
Comp, was selected as the 
M.V.P. of the women’s cham-
pionship game.

“I never expected to be 
the M.V.P. of this game, but 
I knew we could win an-
other championship title,” 
Beaulieu said. “I’ve now 
won three championships 
with this team, which is very 
special. It’s been a lot of fun 
playing soccer for this team.” 

Beaulieu, who played 
both basketball and soccer 
at Utica University, scored a 
pair of goals in the finals.

She got things rolling 
during the 16th minute of 
the opening half by put-
ting a shot into the back of 
the net past goalie Madison 
Harmon.

“Once the ball left my 
foot, I knew it was going into 
the net,” Beaulieu said. “It 
set the tone for the rest of 
the game.”

The Xtremes, who went 
10-1-0 during the regular 
season, had an opportunity 
to tie the score during the 
27th minute. Gianna Sakow-
ski, who also graduated from 
Minnechaug, fired a shot on 
goal, which sailed high over 
the crossbar.

Beaulieu scored her sec-
ond goal early in the second 
half.

Sara Avery, who was 
the West Side Sports Shop 
starting goalie, didn’t have 
to make very many saves in 
recording the shutout. Avery 
lives in Belchertown and she 
graduated from the Mac-
Duffie School. She’ll be a 
senior on the AIC women’s 
soccer team this fall.

The members of the 
West Side Sports Shop will 
be looking to win another 
PVSSL championship title 
next summer.  

LADIES  FROM PAGE 7

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the 
North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, August 24, 
2026, at 6:15 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 29 
Forest Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider the application of 
New England Power Company 
for a Special Permit and a Vari-
ance from the front yard setback 
for the expansion of an existing 
electrical substation at 39 East 
Brookfield Road, North Brook-
field, MA.

The application is filed pursu-
ant to the Town of North Brook-
field Zoning Bylaws. Section IV, 
C.1 (Business General District) 
allows any use permitted under 
Section IV, A.2, except sub-
sections (f) and (h). Section IV, 
A.2(e) provides that a power sub-
station is permitted by Special 
Permit from the Zoning Board 
of Appeals.  Any person inter-
ested or wishing to be heard on 
this matter is invited to attend the 
public hearing.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that the North Brookfield Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a 
public hearing pursuant to Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chap-
ter 40A and the Town of North 
Brookfield Zoning Bylaw

North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/14, 08/21/26

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the 
North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, August 24, 
2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 29 
Forest Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider the application of 
John Nurik, 28 Lakeview Road, 
North Brookfield, MA, regard-
ing property located at 18 Park 
Street, North Brookfield, MA.

The applicant proposes to de-
molish the existing camp and 
construct a garage with a dwell-
ing unit on the second floor. The 
Building Inspector has deter-
mined that the existing structure 
constitutes an existing dwell-
ing and that reconstruction of 
the dwelling requires a Special 
Permit pursuant to the Town of 
North Brookfield Zoning By-
laws, Section VI, B.4.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard on this mat-
ter is invited to attend the public 
hearing.

North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/07, 08/14/2026

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the 
North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 

Hearing on Monday, August 24, 
2026, at 6:45 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 29 
Forest Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider the application of 
Kenneth Epstein, 90 Bell Street, 
North Brookfield, MA, regard-
ing property located at 90 Bell 
Street, North Brookfield, MA.

The applicant proposes to re-
locate the construction of a ga-
rage within the required front 
and side yard setbacks due to the 
topography of the property. The 
property is located in the R-30 
Zoning District, where the min-
imum front yard setback is 50 
feet and the minimum side yard 
setback is 15 feet. The proposed 
garage would be located 40 feet 
from the front lot line and 7 feet 
from the side lot line.

The application requests vari-
ances from the required front 
and side yard setbacks pursuant 
to Section VII, B.3 of the Town 
of North Brookfield Zoning By-
laws.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard on this mat-
ter is invited to attend the public 
hearing.

North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/07, 08/14/2026

- public notices -

- public safety -
During the weeks of July 

27-Aug. 10, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 29 
building/property checks, 
47 directed/area patrols, 11 
radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, 10 emer-
gency 911 calls, four safety 
hazards, three citizen as-
sists, two complaints, one 
structure fire, one scam, one 
property damage, two inves-
tigations, two motor vehicle 
accidents, five animal calls 
and one motor vehicle stop 
in the town of New Brain-
tree.

Tuesday, July 28
4:03 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Moore Road, 
Patient Refusal

Wednesday, July 29
1:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Moore Road, No Action 
Required

1:52 p.m. Complaint, 
Barre Road, Spoken To

4:47 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, West Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:19 p.m. 911 Fire/

Structure, Pierce Road, In-
vestigated

Thursday, July 30
4:32 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

6:08 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Mara Road, Removed 
Hazard

7:22 p.m. Investigation, 
Gilbertville Road, Investi-
gated

Saturday, Aug. 1
6:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, Aug. 2
6:44 p.m. Complaint, 

West Road, Officer Han-
dled

Monday, Aug. 3
9:13 a.m. 911 Safety 

Hazard, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

11:01 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Moore Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:25 p.m. Property 
Damage, Old Turnpike 
Road, Call Canceled

8:41 p.m. 911 Safety 
Hazard, West Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency

Tuesday, Aug. 4
2:11 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-

hicle Crash, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 5
3:50 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-

hicle Crash, Moore Road, 
Officer Handled

11:11 p.m. Investigation, 
Worcester Road, Services 
Rendered

Thursday, Aug. 6
1:55 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

4:49 p.m. Scam, Memo-
rial Drive, Referred to Oth-
er Agency

Saturday, Aug. 8
4:22 a.m. Medical 

Alarm, Barre Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Monday, Aug. 10
7:29 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Worcester Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

New Braintree Police Log
WARE – On May 22 

at 10:47 p.m. the West-
Comm Regional Dispatch 
received a call reporting a 
fire at 22-28 Otis Avenue. 

A full fist alarm assign-
ment was dispatched and 
on arrival the first crew 
found a working fire with 
heavy smoke and flames 
pushing form unit 26. A 
second and third alarm as-
signment was called for by 
incident command. 

There was initially a 
report of  possible entrap-
ment, it was determined 
that all the residents had 
evacuated prior to the first 
crew’s arrival.

The main body of  the 
fire was quickly knocked 
down and contained to the 
unit of  origin. The size and 
construction of  the apart-
ment complex required 

extensive time to ensure 
there was no extension be-
yond the unit of  origin. 

National Grid was 
called to the scene, and 
power was shut off  to the 
structure. Red Cross was 
also requested to assist the 
18 displaced occupants. 
Many of  the residents have 
been relocated to a tempo-
rary shelter at the Town 
Hall with the assistance of 
the Red Cross and Town/
Emergency Manager Stu-
art Beckley. 

There were no injuries 
reported.

Building Commission-
er Anna Marques has or-
dered the building to be 
secured, as it is currently 
uninhabitable due to ex-
tensive smoke and water 
damage. The State Fire 
Marshal’s office in con-

junction with Ware Police 
and Fire departments are 
conducting an investiga-
tion into the cause and it 
appears currently to be ac-
cidental.

Mutual aid was received 
from Warren, Monson, 
Palmer, Belchertown, West 
Brookfield, Three Rivers, 
Hardwick, Wilbraham, 
Brookfield, Granby Long-
meadow and East Long-
meadow and the Massa-
chusetts State Police.

“I would like to thank 
the Department of  Fire 
Services Support and Re-
hab unit Red Cross, and 
the Rehab 78 unit and its 
canteen for their assistance 
in not only supporting our 
efforts but the aid rendered 
to the building’s residents,” 
Fire Chief  James Martinez 
stated in a press release.

Otis Avenue fire displaces 18 residents

PLEASE RECYCLE TH IS  NEWSPAPER
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- obituary -
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– John Sauve, a beloved 
son, brother, and friend, 
passed away unexpected-
ly on Aug. 8, 2026, after 
many health complica-
tions, at the age of 62. 

Born on Dec. 10, 1963, 
in California.  John was a 
man whose life was a vi-
brant tapestry of music, 
sports, and devotion to 
friends and family. 

John was the cherished 
son of Geraldine “Gerry” 
Sauve and the late Richard 
F. Sauve of West Brook-
field, where his mother 
resides, and where John 
found solace and joy later 
in his life. A proud gradu-
ate of Longmeadow High 
School, John embarked on 
multiple career paths over 
the years.

John’s heart belonged 
to the world of sports 
and music. An ardent fan 
of the Grateful Dead and 
Jerry Garcia, he found 
rhythm and soul as a long-
time drummer for the band 
The Wind. 

His love for sports was 

equally pro-
found, as he 
enjoyed play-
ing hockey and 
softball, and he 
enjoyed cheer-
ing for the Red 
Sox, Patriots, 
Vikings, and 
B l a c k h aw k s. 
His enthusiasm 
also extended to the thrill-
ing world of racing where 
he attended many Formula 
One races in Montreal and 
the Indy 500 over the years.  

John is survived by his 
loving brother, Rick Sauve, 
and sister-in-law, Linda, of 
West Suffield, Connecticut. 
Together with his mother, 
Gerry, they grieve the loss 
of a son and brother who 
will be remembered for his 
infectious smile, his love 
for music, and his passion 
for sports. 

His spirit will live on in 
the hearts of all who knew 
and loved him.

Family, friends, and 
all those whose lives he 
touched are invited to 
honor his memory and 

celebrate the 
legacy he leaves 
behind services 
will be held on 
Aug. 19, 2026, 
from 10-11:30 
a.m. followed by 
a funeral home 
service at 11:30 
a.m. at Forastiere 
Smith Funeral 

and Cremation, located at 
220 North Main St., East 
Longmeadow. 

Memorial donations 
in John’s memory can be 
made to the American 
Cancer Society, an orga-
nization close to his heart. 
Contributions will support 
their ongoing efforts in the 
fight against cancer. 

For more details and to 
share condolences please 
visit www.forastiere.com. 

John Sauve, 62

Obituary Policy
Quaboag Current

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

DEATH NOTICE
Sauve, John

Died Aug. 8, 2026
Services Aug. 19, 2026

get on the same page, and 
give them knowledge of 
what he is working on. 

The board also asked 
how he would shift jobs that 
are being done by other em-
ployees that could be shifted 
to the Town Administrator. 
Surprise said he would not 
take those items on before 
he is oriented, but would 
look for things that others 
are doing that he could be 
doing after 90 days of em-
ployment. 

Surprise submitted a 90 
day plan to the board along 
with his resume. 

The board asked how 
he recovered from a plan 
that went awry, and he used 
the example of a sponsor-
ship program put on by 
the chambers of  commerce 
he worked for. He said in 
the Quaboag region, there 
were large organizations 
that could contribute, but 
in the Windsor region, most 
of  them were very small, so 
he reached out to C-suite 
executives to ask what it 
would take to get them to 
join the chamber. He said 
after some work with bring-
ing ideas to the table, he got 
over a dozen buy-ins includ-
ing Amazon and Bradley 
International Airport. 

Surprise said he applied 
for Brookfield because he 
likes the region, and was 
considering work in town 
administration. He said that 
he knows the issues, and is 
looking for stability. 

Surprise said he has 
started his Massachusetts 
Certified Public Purchasing 
Official training as well. 

Charles Kokoros
Kokoros served as the 

Mayor of Braintree, and 
said he has 30 years of  ex-
perience in municipal gov-
ernment, including serving 
on a select board and nu-
merous other boards and 
committees. 

According to his Linke-
dIn profile, Kokoros was the 

president of  the Braintree 
Town Council from January 
2008 to January 2020, and 
the Mayor from January 
2020 to January 2024, and 
also works as a consultant. 

Kokoros said he under-
stands collaboration, city 
and town government, and 
that the town administrator 
is an advisory position, as 
opposed to his time as May-
or when he made the final 
decisions. 

Kokoros said in his last 
position, he was responsi-
ble for a lot, including em-
ployees, and he said that he 
was hands-on during crit-
ical incidents. He said his 
experience has made him 
well versed in dealing with 
different incidents. Kokoros 
said that he stays calm and 
leads others by example. 

When asked about the 
Highway Department, 
Kokoros said it is a chal-
lenge to the town not having 
staff, and it will take a big ef-
fort to fill the positions. He 
said that in Braintree, they 
went through personnel loss 
during COVID as well, and 
implemented a program to 
bring in temporary, part-
time or casual workers to 
address the problem imme-
diately. 

He said one of the strate-
gies was finding people with 
Commercial Drivers’ Li-
censes, providing pathways 
to obtain one, or assigning 
them labor that could be 
done without one. 

Kokoros said his ap-
proach with working with 
the select board would be to 
make sure they are front and 
center in what is happening, 
knowing what is happening 
day-to-day, and informing 
the public. He said all feed-
back from the public would 
come through himself. 

He said it is important 
to get some of the jobs not 
being done by the Town 
Administrator back to that 
position so they can under-
stand budget challenges, 

and put together a budget. 
He said some of the jobs, 
like the Water Commission-
ers are not the job of the 
Town Administrator, but 
did bring up initiating a wa-
ter treatment plant during 
his time as Mayor, which 
started when he was a water 
commissioner. 

When asked how he re-
covered from something, 
he said sometimes the town 
would hire people they 
thought were qualified, who 
did not end up succeeding, 
but always worked through 
it and corrected it, by em-
ploying people in the places 
that fit them best.

Kokoros said he chose 
Brookfield because he 
comes out to the region for 
work, and saw the opportu-
nity, saying he is passionate 
about local government. 
He said that he thought he 
would be a good fit for the 
position.

Ryan Egan
Egan was president of 

the Randolph Town Coun-
cil for eight months and also 
works as an executive aid in 
Gardner. 

According to his Linke-
dIn, he has been a town 
councilor in Randolph since 
2017, was the economic 
development manager in 
Braintree from February 
2025 to October 2025, and 
was chief  of  staff  in Marl-
borough from January 2024 
to February 2025. 

Egan was also a pub-
lic information officer in 
Framingham, and a solid 
waste and recycling coordi-
nator in Randolph. 

Egan said he has done 
training in the Massachu-
setts Municipal Association 
for finance and human re-
sources, and MCPPO train-
ing. 

Egan said a lot of  the 
duties of  the Town Admin-
istrator are the same as the 
duties as chief  of  staff, in-
cluding working with HR, 
procurement and the day-

to-day operations. He said 
that he wants to work with 
boards and be hands-on. 

When asked about the 
Highway Department, 
Egan said the town would 
always be ready for the 
storm if  he is the Town Ad-
ministrator, and plans for 
nor’easters regardless of  the 
staff, and said he is hands 
on for events, in the office 
and community. 

Egan said the staffing sit-
uation needs to be resolved 
as soon as possible, with 
retention, noting he did not 
see any benefits in the job 
descriptions. Egan brought 
up the possibility of  pay-
ing for specialty licenses or 
compensating employees 
for their studies.

Egan said communica-
tion is in his 90 day plan. He 
said that he has struggled to 
get information as a town 
councilor, and the board 
needs to know what is going 
on in the town. 

He said that he’d pro-
vide weekly reports, and if  
there is an emergency, a re-
port immediately. Egan also 
brought up shared goals. 

Egan said that when he 
was in Marlbourough, he 
was tasked with moving the 
office forward, and saw that 
they needed another body 
in the office, and presented 
the idea of a communica-
tions director to the town 
council, which they were 
not supportive of. He said 
that they fought for it, and 
could have done a better job 
with the presentation. 

He said grants can go a 
long way in Brookfield, and 
he has worked extensively 
on them, and has put it as a 
priority in the 90 day plan. 
Egan said he coordinated a 
Community One Stop for 
Growth plan, and said a lot 
of  applications are compet-
itive. 

He also noted that leg-
islative earmarks are just 
as much if  not more than 
grants, and are important to 

pursue. He said they can be 
less restrictive than grants, 
noting he received an ear-
mark for a dog park at one 
time. 

Egan said that he is look-
ing to put down roots, and is 
looking for a contract of  at 
least three years in Brook-
field, saying the job comes 
first and if  he does leave, he 
would leave the town on the 
best terms. He said that it 
is an in person job, and he 
would show up, and work 
on employee morale. 

Appointment
In a joint meeting with 

the town administrator 
search committee on Aug. 
10, committee chair Jeff  
Clark took a moment to 
thank the candidates who 
applied, and the committee 
for going through the pro-
cess of  applications and in-
terviews. 

Clark said all three 
candidates had their own 
strengths, and the search 
committee thought any of 
the three candidates could 
have performed the job. 

Clark said the interviews 
were insightful, giving in-
formation into how other 
towns operate, and he not-
ed that the candidates were 
close together, and they 
could not rank order them. 

During the Select Board 
discussion, member Rich-

ard Chaffee made the mo-
tion to move forward with 
Egan because of his munici-
pal experience. Chaffee said 
he answered the interview 
questions “spot on.” 

Board member Beth 
Coughlin echoed the 
thoughts of  the search 
committee, saying any of 
the three could have done 
the job. She said Surprise’s 
experience in chambers of 
commerce could have bene-
fited economic development 
fitting the character of  the 
town, and said he had the 
raw skills for the job. 

Coughlin said Kokoros 
had a lot of  high level ex-
perience, but also served on 
other boards, but his exec-
utive position could have 
made the transition into 
day-to-day operations diffi-
cult. 

She said Egan had the 
most hands-on experience 
doing the work.

The board voted unan-
imously to move forward 
in contract negotiations 
with Egan, with Chair Sar-
ah Campbell following up 
with him during the process. 
Campbell said a draft con-
tract has been provided by 
town counsel. 

Campbell also said that 
she had reached out to some 
of Egan’s references. 

INTERVIEW FROM PAGE 1

are owned by both compa-
nies. Select Board Chair Ja-
mie Goodwin clarified that 
this pole was initiated by the 
town. 

A resident from Gardner 
Avenue also spoke during 
the discussion, saying he was 
concerned about the location 
of the new pole. The resi-
dent said he was concerned 
whether it would be located 
too close to the road, since 
during the winter, he uses the 
berm of the road to safely 
navigate it. 

The board recommended 
he look at where the stake 
is for the new location, and 
contact the board with any 
concerns.

The Select Board ap-
proved the pole as presented 
by National Grid.
Town Administrator’s report

Town Administrator Rob-
in Grimm thanked residents 
for their feedback and ques-
tions regarding the design 
hearing for the Douty Road 
project. She said to follow 
the town administrator’s 
Facebook page for more in-
formation. 

Grimm said the design 
will be expensive, up to 10% 
of the cost of the whole 
project. She said Communi-
ty Preservation Committee 
funds will be going toward 
the project, and it will be an 
article on a future special 
town meeting. 

Grimm also said the town 
is working on a battery ener-
gy storage system bylaw as a 
way to control what comes 
in. She said if it is a larger 
scale project, the town does 
not have control, but if it is 
a smaller scale project, the 
town could have some input. 
Grimm said this bylaw is not 
meant to encourage the sys-
tems in the town.

Abatement
Resident Jennifer Ol-

sen Pratt came to the Select 

Board requesting an abate-
ment for a water and sewer 
bill. She said the water use re-
port spiked in January, went 
back to normal in March, 
but she only learned about 
the issue in April. 

Pratt said she first came to 
the board for an abatement 
on June 1. 

Pratt said she spoke with 
a contractor about a filtra-
tion system she used, and the 
contractor said if it were to 
fail, it would not correct on 
its own, and would leak 1.5 
gallons per minute at a max-
imum, which would add up 
to 130,000 gallons, which 
was not close to the reading 
of over 200,000 gallons. Pratt 
said there was no evidence of 
a leak in her home, and she 
spent about $1,000 on vari-
ous repairs to the water sys-
tem. 

She said the water does 
not flush into a sewer, but 
into a French drain, and 
there was no evidence of a 
washout from the reading of 
over 200,000 gallons. 

The resident said the me-
ter may have been misrepre-
senting her usage. 

Dowling noted the town 
takes the position that a me-
ter cannot intermittently fail 
then go back to normal, as 
Pratt’s meter did, but she did 
some research that suggest-
ed pressure from condensed 
air during hydrant flushing 
could spin the meter at very 
high rates. 

Dowling said there was a 
similar incident with another 
resident in the past, and sug-
gested a partial abatement. 

The board discussed what 
would be a fair amount, not-
ing that the decision from 
this abatement could set a 
precedent, and a motion was 
passed to abate the bill by 
half. 

Appointments
The board appointed 

Leilani Paul to the Cultural 

Council for a term ending 
Aug. 3, 2029; Barbara Search 
to the Community Pres-
ervation Committee as an 
at-large member for a term 
ending Aug. 3, 2029; and 
Maxine Carter-Lome to the 
Historical Commission for 
a term to end Aug. 3, 2029. 
Lome said she was previ-
ously the chair of Egremont 
Historical Commission. 

Administrative items
The board issued a one 

day liquor license to Oak-
holm Brewing Company for 
an event at Pickleball-U on 
Aug. 21, and also approved a 
charity wine auction license 
for a gala at Old Sturbridge 
Village on Sept. 26. 

Representatives from 
OSV said this is to be held 
from 5-7 p.m. that night as 
part of cocktail hour during 
a raffle portion. 

The board also approved 
the minutes of June 15, 2026 
and July 20, 2026.

State Primary
The board signed the war-

rant for the Sept. 1 State Pri-
mary election. Per the web-
site (sturbridge.gov), early 
voting starts on Aug. 22 from 
9 a.m.-5p.m. and the week of 
Aug. 24-28 during normal 
business hours. 

Voting on Sept. 1 will be 
at the Sturbridge Host Hotel 
from 6:30 a.m.-8 p.m. 

BOARD  FROM PAGE 1

thanks to firefighters in 
the state, and the state it-
self, and said this funding 
better helps to equip com-
munities. Regan said fire 
stations use the money for 
personal protective equip-
ment, tools, pumps and ra-
dios to name a few. 

Director of   Rural Af-
fairs Anne Gobi said these 
grants show support for 
local communities, and 
also called out the impor-

tance of  mutual aid from 
other states in the event 
of  wildfires. Gobi said the 
training that fire chiefs 
give is important for their 
firefighters to come home 
safe. 

“When those tones go 
off, you’re there,” she said. 

Brookfield Fire Chief 
Peter Martell thanked ev-
erybody for coming, along 
with the DCR, and said 
the town has been fortu-
nate to take advantage of 
the grant for years. 

Other communities’ 
fire chiefs were present as 
well, like Three Rivers Fire 
Chief  Stephen Nodurf, 
who said this is the first 
year the town has taken ad-
vantage of  the grant, and 
are using the funds for 12 
sets of  brush gear. Three 
Rivers received $3,390. 

Chief  Jamie Hyatt from 
Windsor gave thanks to 
the DCR, saying “we’ve 
been blessed to have this 
grant.” He said the funds 
are small, but impact the 

budget. 
Windsor received 

$3,482. 
Other communities rep-

resented were New Brain-
tree, who received $3,500 
and Warren with Lt. Seth 
Beall. Warren received 
$2,750. 

Area towns also receiv-
ing funds are Brimfield 
with $3,500, Wales with 
$3,500, Barre with $2,903, 
Petersham with $3,500 
and North Brookfield with 
$815.

GRANT  FROM PAGE 1
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
31 MILL ROAD, HAMPDEN
Aug. 15 & 16, 9am.-5pm

Rain date: Aug. 22 & 23, 9am-5pm
Christmas Village & decor, 

household items, toys and more.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. 
A veteran owned company. Call John at 
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance.

 Good pay.
Call 413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
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Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
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Base Price
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Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00
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$29.50
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$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147 WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com 

Call:
 413-283-8393

Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/

classifieds

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Buying? 
Selling?

Our 
Classifieds

Get Results!
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light them, and the small 
businesses.” 

In addition to promoting 
agriculture, the Agricultural 
Commission also wanted to 
give the youth in the area a 
chance to learn about ag-
riculture. The commission 
hosted a kid’s planting con-
test, which drew a total of 
15 entrants. 

Kids entered flowers and 
vegetables they grew them-
selves. 

Layne Beaudry received 
first place for her sunflow-
er. Caleb Allen entered a 
cucumber and squash he 
planted and also received a 
first-place ribbon. 

Larry Lewis performed 
under the gazebo, which 
was supported by a grant 
from the Brookfield Com-
munity Club. 

In continuance to in-
crease knowledge and pro-
mote agriculture in the 
community, the Brookfield 
Agricultural Commission 
will introduce a new event 
on Sept. 19 – a Farm Hop 
– that will begin at 10 a.m.

The Tip Top Co-Op in 
Brookfield received a grant 
for a van so people can meet 
up and travel to all the dif-
ferent farms in town. 

Jennifer Sutton of J. Sut-
ton Studio in Brookfield has 
been a potter for six years 
and this was her first year at 
the fair. Her work consists 
of mugs, dishes and other 
practical ceramic items. 

Her pottery is seasoned 
based and nature based. 
Some of the mugs have 
hand-painted plants and 
herbs added to the base of 
the mugs. She also had bee 
water cups, and leaf dishes 
for sale.

Beyond Yoga & Well-
ness of Spencer hosted 
a puppy yoga session on 
the common during the 
fair. Several puppies provid-
ed comfort and relaxation 
while over a dozen people 
participated in a yoga class. 

There were also rabbits 
from the American Rab-
bit Breeders Association. 
ARBA members Pat and 
Charlotte Schmidt have 50 
rabbits at their home that are 
shown at events throughout 
the entire country. 

“They’re here to interact 
with people,” Schmidt said. 

Queenie was one of the 
adventurous rabbits hop-
ping along the table and 
greeting fairgoers. Baloo 
was another rabbit who also 

enjoyed visits from guests. 
Nearby was a 4-H Club 

out of Belchertown, an an-
imal science club featuring 
hedgehogs, a ball python, 
leopard gecko, sand boa, a 
bearded dragon and Harry 
the iguana. The group also 
had 3D prints for guests to 
decorate. 

Oakholm Farm of 
Brookfield also had some of 
their farm animals featured 
at the Brookfield Agricul-
tural Fair. There were two 
goats, a Nigerian Dwarf and 
a Nubian cross. Oakholm 
Farm also had two calves, 
one a Brown Swiss and the 
other an Angus cross. 

Oakholm Farm also pro-
vided tractor rides around 
the common. 

The history of cotton 
was presented during the 
fair with several historians 
and wheel spinners showing 
off  the art of spinning cot-
ton. Debbie Adamczyk of 
Warren has been spinning 
cotton for the last 15 years 
and uses a great wheel from 
the 1800s. 

Adamczyk showed all 
the hand grip marks on the 
wheel where the paint is 
taken off  from the constant 
hand grips. 

“Shows how much it’s 
used,” Adamczyk said. 

Adamczyk fell in love 
with the craft and has had 
the historic great wheel for 
about 20 years. 

Another unique piece 
of historic equipment she 
mentioned that was used a 
lot for spinning cotton is a 
spinning bike. 

Another new vendor at 
this year’s fair was Nick 
Parker of  Nick the Carver. 
Based in Brimfield, Parker 
does wood carving and had 
various carvings of  owls 
and bears for sale. 

Parker has been wood 
carving and chainsaw carv-
ing for the last five years 
and is actively getting his 
work out during fairs and 
farmer’s markets. 

His wood-carved owls 

and bears are made out of 
white pine and birch wood, 
and some are painted with 
milk paint. Parker is cur-
rently experimenting on de-
signing other animals out 
of  wood and he will soon 

be introducing carvings of 
snakes and cardinals. 

Bucket List Maple Syr-
up of  West Brookfield has 
been in the syrup business 
for over 10 years. 

Tom Meade and Mar-

tha Bryenton built 
their sugar house 
in 2015 and also 

added an evapora-
tor to start produc-

ing small batches of 
maple syrup. The 
pair have also re-

habilitated maple trees and 
bushes during their busi-
ness run.

Bucket List Maple Syrup 
now has around 500 taps 
and provides maple syr-
up in the local area. Their 

daughter Deanna is the 
artist behind the decorative 
Bucket List Maple Syrup 
sign that could be seen at 
their booth during the fair. 

There were also T-shirts 
at their booth and were 
designed by their daughter 
Meaghan. 

The agricultural commu-
nity came together during 
the 3rd annual Brookfield 
Agricultural Fair, which 
will return next summer to 
the common. 

FAIR  FROM PAGE 1

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,  24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com *Be sure to indicate “Summer Event”  in the subject line of your email.

        Send Us 
Your Community 
Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings 
Reaching over 200,000 Readers 

in the Pioneer Valley!!

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 9, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 19.

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Tom Meade and Martha Bryenton are the owners of Bucket List Maple 
Syrup in West Brookfield who attended the 3rd annual Brookfield Agri-
cultural Fair this past weekend. 

Nick Parker of Nick the Carver of Brimfield is shown alongside his 
wood carvings of bears and owls. 

Taima and Hannah of Willow Brook Academy in Brookfield. 

Above, Debbie Adamczyk shared the history of 
cotton and demonstrated spinning with the use 

of a great wheel from the 1800s.  Left, Queenie from 
the American Rabbit Breeders Association was 

hopping around meeting new friends during 
the Brookfield Agricultural Fair. Below, 
Harry the iguana from a 4-H Club 

in Belchertown was all smiles.

Above, Larry Lewis performed under the gazebo in the 
center of Brookfield Common. 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SUMMER SALE!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Share the Adventure with us soon!  

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Reflections of Italy - 
May 4-13, 2027

Sept. 26  ...... Pickity Place Lunch ..................................$130
Nov. 7 .......... Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................$165
Dec. 5 .......... Vermont Country Store with Lunch .......$175
March 1 ....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...........from $2499
March 8-14 .. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island .....$4149
May 23 ........ 7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...............from $1799

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - WEBSTER, MA
Beautifully maintained Colonial offering nearly 2,000 sq. ft. of living 
space! This 3-bedroom, 2 full bath home features a bright living room 
with hardwood floors and a picture window, a spacious eat-in kitchen, 
and a versatile bonus room perfect for a home office, formal dining 
room, playroom, or potential first-floor bedroom. Upstairs you’ll find an 
oversized primary bedroom with double closets, two additional bedrooms, 
and a full bath. Step outside to enjoy the gorgeous, flat backyard with 
beautiful landscaping, perfect for entertaining, gardening, or relaxing. Additional highlights include natural 
gas heat, town water and sewer, 200-amp electrical service, insulated windows and doors, blown-in 
insulation, a full basement with laundry and ample storage, a detached 2-car garage, and plenty of off-
street parking. Conveniently located near schools, shopping, restaurants, and major highways, this home 
offers the perfect blend of classic charm, functionality, and convenience. Listed at $442,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25TH

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 – 11 AM - 1 PM

Hip-Rood Colonial  $560,000
8 Martin Road, Brookfield

Custom hip-roof 
Colonial located 
in the desirable 
Tantasqua School 
District. 7 Rooms, 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
Baths, attached 2 
car garage on 1.61 acres.   The 26x26 owner’s suite 
includes an exterior balcony and a spa-like marble 
bath with a heated jacuzzi tub and a glass shower!

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil is sponsoring many 
upcoming events includ-
ing the 250th Celebration/
Freedomfest on Saturday, 
Aug. 15 from 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. on the common.  

All are welcome to come 
an “party like it’s 1776” on 
the common.

There will be perfor-
mances throughout the 
day, including Spooner 
Well from 10 a.m.-noon; 
African Dance from noon-
1 p.m.; Haphazard Jazz 
from 1-3 p.m.; Paras Proj-
ect from 3-5 p.m.; and East 
Coast Soul from 5-7 p.m.

In the Children’s Corner, 
Julie’s Music and Move-
ment will be held from 
10:30 a.m.-noon.

Activities and games in-
clude Colonial games, hair 
tinsel, sand art, face paint-
ing, American Flag T-shirt 
making, touch-a-truck and 
a maze organized by Scout 
Troop 238.

There will also be ven-
dors, food and beverages 
offered by Fiore Café, BCC 
Hot Dogs, Angry Panda, 
Wandering Buzz, Oakholm 
Brewing Co., Deep Roots 
Distillery, Brimfield Win-
ery, Smashing Patties, Thee 
Taco Dude and Nayomy’s 

Small Bites. 
Visual displays and in-

teractive art include Blair 
House Blooms, Common-
wealth Vintage Dancers, 
graffiti art, Tumbao Latin 
Dance, caricature artist, 
armed services, National 
Guard Lancers, Brookfield 
Orchards and the Library 
Annex Museum.  

There will be contests for 
the “Best Colonial/Amer-
icana Attire” and “Best 
American (Red, White and 
Blue) Dessert.”

Other cultural council 
events include Friday, Aug. 
21 from 6-8 p.m., concert 
by Chuck N Mud; Sept. 

26 from noon-4 p.m., It’s 
a Small Town Thing/Stars 
Hollow Fest 2026; Oct. 24 
at 5 p.m., Pumpkinfest; 
Nov. 7 from 6-8 p.m. in the 
Library Annex barn, John-
ny Cash: Songs & Stories; 
Dec. 5 from 3-5 p.m. in 
the Library Annex barn, 
Wreath Making Class; and 
Dec. 5 at 5 p.m., Annual 
Tree Lighting. 

All events are held on 
the common unless other-
wise noted. 

For more information 
and up-to-date informa-
tion about these events, fol-
low “Brookfield Cultural 
Council” on Facebook. 

Cultural council sponsors ‘Freedomfest’ on Aug. 15

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Keep Cool
At The Crossing

Please Check Facebook For Specials
See Website for More Information

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, 

Friday & Saturday
Online Ordering Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Attend
An Upcoming 

Sip & Paint Night!
Visit Our Website For More Details

Function 
Space 

 Available

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – North Brook-
field Parks and Recre-
ation, in conjunction with 
North Brookfield Cultural 
Council, will be hosting 
Concerts on the Common 
this summer season.  

A Mass Cultural Coun-
cil grant is making these 
concerts possible for all 
residents to enjoy.  

Dates and bands in-
clude Aug. 15 from 6-8 
p.m. – Stan Matthews, 
country music with some 
exceptional Johnny Cash 
tunes; and Aug. 29 from 

3-5 p.m. – the Supercharg-
ers, a fun rock and roll 
band.   

All concerts are free. 
Food will be available for 
purchase but folks are wel-
come to bring their own.    

Feel free to bring 
chairs, blankets, bug spray 
and sunscreen – whatever 
makes you comfortable.  

The playground is right 
on the common, located 
on Grove Street in town. 
There will also be games 
for families to enjoy and 
some surprise craft tables 
during some concerts.

Concerts on the Common 
continue on Saturdays


