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NEW BRAINTREE – 
Throughout the summer, 
the New Braintree Public 
Library, has hosted fun 
activities as part of their 
summer reading program 
including Engineering 
Thursdays. 

This drop-in event is 
available for guests who 
arrive during library 
hours. If they couldn’t 
stay, guests could bring 
the supplies home to 
build later. 

Throughout July, 
the library has done 
many cool engineer-
ing projects. Kids 
got to make 
rackets to play 
balloon tennis. 

After building, kids went 
out to the library lawn to 
play balloon tennis. 

Another Engineering 
Thursday had kids mak-
ing their own kinetic orbs. 
Jubilee and Shiloh got to 
make their own kinetic 
orbs and learned about 
what kinetic means. The 
kids also learned about 
what a sphere is, which is a 
shape that is formed when 
rotating the kinetic orb. 

Engineering 
Thursdays 
hosted by NBPL

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
There was magic waiting to 
happen at the East Brook-
field Public Library this past 
week. 

The magician for this 
special event was Ed Pop-
ielarczyk of Florence. To 
kick off the magic show 
Popielarczyk started with 
balloon sculpting. 

He has a background in 
balloon sculpting, comedy 
magic, and is also the ring 
master of a flea circus. 

The library was filled with 
kids who were excited about 
seeing some magic. Accord-
ing to Popielarczyk, the kids 
are the stars because they 
make the magic happen. 

His show consists of 
many great tricks but can’t 
be done without the help of 
some friends and volunteers. 

“I need lots of friends to 

help with some tricks,” Pop-
ielarczyk said at the start of 
the show. 

There is a lot of comedy 
that is rolled into the show. 
He said he loves to make 
kids laugh and the laughter 
gets them into the show. 

The first friend to help 
Popielarczyk was Anderson, 
who did a card trick with 
balloons. Being a balloon 
sculpture, it was only appro-
priate to feature balloons in 
magic. Anderson picked a 

card, and Popielarczyk had 
to find out if any of the three 
colored balloons had Ander-
son’s card. 

With the help of the mag-
ic wand, Anderson’s card 
appeared in one of the bal-
loons. 

Popielarczyk loves doing 
different magic tricks and 
loves the help of kids. One 
unique trick during this mag-
ic show was a water trick. 

Ed Popielarczyk is shown alongside his audience of kids after performing a magic show at the East Brookfield Public Library.                TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library offered a 
Mixed Media Art Work-
shop this past week. 

Sharing some insight 
on this unique art medi-
um is local artist, Lou-
ise Douglas. As of  now, 
Douglas has a beautiful 
art exhibit displayed at 
the library with several of 
her art pieces focusing on 
mixed media art. 

This art form combines 
two or more different ma-
terials or mediums in a 
single artwork. 

Douglas picks out re-
cycled magazines and cuts 
out images and uses them 

Local artist Louise Douglas 
shared mixed media art workshop

One of largest 
Revolutionary War 
reenactments 
eturned to OSV  

STURBRIDGE – Old 
Sturbridge Village hosted 
Redcoats and Rebels, one of 
New England’s largest Revo-
lutionary War reenactments, 
this past weekend. 

The event featured near-
ly 600 costumed reenactors 
from across the region por-
traying both soldiers and ci-
vilians from the Revolution-
ary War era.

Guests had the chance to 
witness dramatic reenact-
ments of historic battles and 
skirmishes between Colonial 
and British troops, complete 
with cannon and musket 
demonstrations and cavalry 
displays. The event featured 
live fife and drum music and 
special presentations that 
bring the Revolutionary 
War to life.

In addition to the reen-
actments, visitors explored 

authentic Revolutionary 
War camps and engaged 
with costumed historians to 
learn about everyday life in 
early New England. Reenac-

tors demonstrated tradition-
al cooking methods, baking, 
and the crafting of everyday 

Redcoats and Rebels

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Council on Ag-
ing member Judy Manning, 
Council on Aging Director 
Courtenay Rivera and Se-
lectman Ralph Kay provid-
ed an update about happen-
ings at the Senior Center.

“It appears that the Senior 
Center is at a crossroads,” 
Kay said at the July 29 Board 
of Selectmen’s meeting. “One 
way is to be positive and find 
ways to better serve the se-
niors in town and investi-
gate what that would be. The 
other is that we just stop…I 
don’t think anybody wants 
that.”

Kay said about a third of 

the town’s population is made 
up of senior citizens (approx-
imately 1,500 residents) and 
there are only about a dozen 
or more that utilize the Senior 
Center regularly. Some days 
there are more than 20 senior 
citizens that attend the center.

Kay said a survey will be 
mailed to all residents over 
the age of 60 to determine 
their needs and how the Se-

nior Center can serve them. 
He said the survey will in-
clude a self-addressed enve-
lope to be returned to the 
Board of Selectmen.

“Hopefully we get some 
good ideas; we get some good 
thoughts,” Kay said. “What 
we want, is to be able to ser-
vice more people…we want 
to find out what we can do 
better.”

Kay said he knows the 
limited hours of the Senior 
Center can pose a challenge 
to many senior citizens, es-
pecially those who are still 
working or provide child-
care to family members. 

“Let’s be out there and 
lead the charge to make this 
a senior center that we all 
can be proud of,” Kay said. 

Kay said the Senior Cen-

ter also needs volunteers to 
help with meals and activi-
ties.

“The more people volun-
teer, the more vibrant it be-
comes,” he said.

Grant policy and procedure
Board of Selectmen 

Chair Jason Petraitis said 

Survey about Senior Center to be mailed to North Brookfield senior citizens

SURVEY  FROM PAGE 8

Library welcomed magician

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Fife and drums kept spirits high as the militia members prepared to face the 
British troops on the battlefield.

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Louise Douglas of West Brook-
field offered a mixed media 
art workshop at the Merri-
am-Gilbert Public Library. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY 
RYAN DRAGO

Jubilee, age 6, held 
a kinetic orb that 
was made during 
Engineering 
Thursdays 
at the New 
Braintree 
Public Library. MAGICIAN  FROM PAGE 5

ART  FROM PAGE 8

REBELS  FROM PAGE 9

ENGINEERING
FROM PAGE 8
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NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Contact 
Sue Como

(413)
531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900
Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900
Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000
Hardwick 11+ acres 2 perc $159,900
Monson 63 acres, frtg 2 roads $280,000
New Salem 5.8 acres, perc $94,900

CALL FOR 
DETAILS AND 
LOCATIONS

Land is in demand 
all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist 

like myself to list and sell 
your land parcel.

214 OLD BELCHERTOWN RD., 
WARE – Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living room 
area, granite counters, lower-
level family rooms, enclosed 
sunroom on the front, 
hot tub.   $599,999

26 ½ CHERRY ST., SPENCER – 
New Construction colonial nearing 
completion.  Downtown location for 
those who want the conveniences 
nearby.  Finish the walk out lower 
level for more living space.  Three 
bedroom and huge kitchen/dining 
area. $589,900

HOMES FOR SALE

 OPEN HOUSE SUN., AUGUST 10TH 12-2

WARE: Commercial building on 
over 4 acres.  Multiple garage 
space, multiple office spaces.  
Great rental potential rent to 
one person or split up and rent 
to a few.  So much potential 
here for the price. $280,000

 OPEN HOUSE SAT., AUGUST 9TH 11-1

The Town of Hardwick 
is currently searching for candidates 

for the following vacant positions:
Town Accountant

Truck Driver Laborer
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator

Van Driver
Police Officer

Please visit 
https://www.hardwick-ma.gov/ 

for more information on how to apply.

BARRE – This Sunday 
marks the ninth and final 
concert this summer present-
ed by the Quabbin Commu-
nity Band. 

As has been tradition for 
many summers gone by, this 
final concert on the Barre 
Common is known as, “Dix-
ieland Night”. Every single 
selection comes from the 
Dixieland tradition and fea-
tures small combos of mu-
sicians playing solo parts in 
front of the larger concert 
band. 

There will be so many 
favorites for the crowd in-

cluding, “Original Dixieland 
Concerto”, “Hey Mr. Ban-
jo!”, “Dixieland Encore”, 
“Bill Bailey”, “When the 
Saints Go Marching In”, 
“Canal Street Strut”, “Dix-
ieland Jamboree” and many 
more.

As the QCB season 
comes to a close the band 
would like to specifically 
thank their new librarian, 
Sarah Cox, who did an out-
standing job with all of the 
folders this summer. Thanks 
also to Toni Brown and fam-
ily for their handling of the 
equipment trailer, and many 

thanks to Anne Gobi, Sue 
Musnicki and Dee Houle for 
making the weekly 50/50 raf-
fle such a success. 

The band thanks the com-
munity for a wonderful 52nd 
season and looks forward to 
playing for them again next 
summer starting on Father’s 
Day. 

Concerts begin at 6 p.m. 
Should there be rain on any 
Sunday evening, the concerts 
are moved indoors to the 
Town Hall which has plen-
ty of cushioned seating, air 
conditioning and two handi-
cap accessible bathrooms.

QCB ends with ‘Dixieland Night’
MONSON – Feline Fun 

Day returns for its fourth 
year on Saturday, Aug. 
9, from 11a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Westview Farms Creamery, 
109 East Hill Road.

The event is hosted by 
Here Today Adopted To-
morrow, a Brimfield-based 
cat shelter, and features 
over 50 local craft vendors, 
upbeat music, great food, 

and a chance to enjoy a 
“purrfect” summer day.

This year’s theme, “Purr-
fect Moments,” celebrates 
joyful little snapshots of 
life – whether it’s a sweet 
treat, a furry face, or a pho-
to-worthy memory. HTAT 
will bring adorable kittens, 
themed selfie stations, and 
all the cuteness you need to 
fill your camera roll.

Admission is free. For 
more info, visit heretoday-
sanctuary.org/feline-fun-
day

Feline Fun Day is made 
possible thanks to the gen-
erous support of Suppur 
Hero Sponsors: Australian 
Natural Soap (www.wa-
vertreeandlondon-us.com) 
and B’leaf Wellness Centre 
(www.bleafma.com).

Feline Fun Day to be held Aug. 9

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Thrift Store of the 
George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church is open 
the first and third Saturdays 
of each month, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. at 33 West Main St. 

Many lovely summer 
wardrobe selections are 
now available for women, 
men and children, as well 
as other seasonal updates to 
inventory.  The Thrift Store 

offers quality used clothing, 
shoes, accessories, house-
hold goods, décor, picture 
frames, children’s toys, 
books and DVDs at bargain 
prices.  

Donations of gently used 
items are appreciated and 
may be arranged by contact-
ing Jane Dolan at 508-867-
5571. Proceeds from sales 
support the church’s minis-
tries and missions.

Thrift Store at Methodist Church 
open on select Saturdays WEST BROOK-

FIELD – The West 
Brookfield Farmers 
Market has returned 
on the beautiful West 
Brookfield Common for 
its 15th consecutive sea-
son.

The market is held 
on Wednesdays from 3-6 
p.m., rain or shine, 
throughout the 
spring, summer 
and early fall.

The 2025 

season the market will 
feature 17 vendors with 
a wide array of locally 
grown and made goods 
including three new ven-
dors sure to please the 
palate. The West Brook-
field Farmers Market is 
held every Wednesday 

afternoon from 3-6 
p.m. on the com-

mon starting on 
June 4 through 
Oct. 8, rain or 
shine.  

West Brookfield 
Farmers Market is 
held on Wednesdays

Library hosts 
Summer Eats 
food program 
for children

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The Summer Eats 
breakfast and lunch pro-
gram will be available at 
the East Brookfield Pub-
lic Library, 122 Connie 
Mack Drive, Monday 
through Thursday from 
11 a.m.-noon beginning 
Monday, June 30 and run-
ning through Aug. 14.

All children are wel-
come to pick up a free 
bagged breakfast and 
lunch. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Planning Board held a 
public hearing to review an 
application for site plan ap-
proval for Old Road Realty 
LLC, located at 660 Main 
St.

The applicant is looking 
to construct a 40,150 square 
foot manufacturing build-
ing with ancillary office 
space with associated site 
improvements. The appli-
cant also requested a special 
permit due to the increase in 
lot coverage.

At the July 28 meeting, 
Town Planner Jean Bubon 
said the proposed manufac-
turing building (being built 
for an unknown tenant) 
would be located in the 
Sturbridge Business Park. 
She said the property owner 
is confident the building will 
be filled quickly.

She said the building 
would be located in the 
General Industrial zoned 
district, and it is also in a 
groundwater protection dis-
trict.

Bubon said the applicant, 
the property owner and the 
review team have met sever-

al times with the town’s land 
use staff. 

“The project has gone out 
for peer review; for storm-
water review and groundwa-
ter protection district as well 
as the wetland delineation,” 
Bubon said.

Bubon said she has part-
nered with Conservation 
Agent Lauren Vivier on this 
project. She said the first set 
of peer review comments 
have been returned to Bu-
bon and they are minimal. 

Bubon said she still needs 
information on the traffic 
analysis and the landscape 
plan requires a stamp of 
approval by a landscape ar-
chitect. 

“I think the project is 
shaping very well,” Bubon 
said. “Not a lot of signif-
icant staff  concerns were 
noted.”

Design Professional Dan 
Sheehan of Haley Ward, 
Inc. said the project is not 
expected to bring a big in-
crease in traffic to the lo-
cation, and there is ample 
parking available. Handi-
capped accessible parking 
spaces will be located near 
the building. 

Sheehan said a firetruck 
turnaround has been added 
to the revised plan. 

Sheehan said they will 
be improving the existing 
stormwater basin to bring it 
more into compliance with 
the groundwater protection 
district.

The board voted to con-
tinue the public hearing 
until Aug. 11 at 6:35 p.m. 
in order to review revised 
plans and stormwater calcu-
lations.

Special permit for sign
The Planning Board held 

a public hearing on a special 
permit for Dollar Tree, 178 
Main St. The applicant re-
quested the special permit in 
order to put up a sign that is 
in excess of what is allowed 
by town bylaws.

The store will be locat-
ed where Anytime Fitness 
and Walgreens used to be. 
It is expected to be open for 
business after Labor Day. 

The proposed 
wall-mounted sign is 89.57 
square feet instead of the 
30 square feet allowed in 
the bylaws. Bubon said the 
larger sign is being request-
ed due to how far back the 
building is set from the road.

Bubon said the project 
has been through the Desing 
Review Committee and the 
façade improvements and 

the design of the sign were 
both approved. The size of 
the sign is pending approval 
by the Planning Board.

She said the proposed 
sign is consistent with other 
signs in the plaza, including 
Planet Fitness (87.25 square 
feet), AutoZone (84.5 square 
feet), PickleballU (80 square 
feet) and Ocean State Job 
Lot (87.5 square feet).

“I think it’s consistent 
with the rest of the plaza 
and I would recommend 
you approve the special per-
mit,” Bubon said.

The board voted in favor 
of granting the special per-
mit for the sign.

Town Planner update
Bubon said the draft of 

the town’s Open Space and 
Recreation Plan was sub-
mitted to the Central Mas-
sachusetts Regional Plan-
ning Commission and she 
received a letter of support 
back. She has now sent the 
plan and the letter of sup-
port to the state for approv-
al.

She said there is re-strip-
ing occurring in the parking 
lot of Dunkin Donuts at 
469 Main St. The existing 
parking lot spaces were not 
compliant with Americans 

with Disabilities Act re-
quirements.

“The parking lot really 
wasn’t in compliance,” Bu-
bon said. “A customer had 
filed a complaint about the 
width of the ADA parking 
spaces…they don’t comply 
with today’s standards.”

Bubon said the owner of 
the Dunkin Donuts offered 
to seal and re-stripe the 
parking lot to ensure ADA 
compliance. She said one 
parking space was lost due 
to the adjustment, but now 
the lot meets current acces-
sibility requirements. 

Bubon said this past No-
vember, Governor Maura 
Healey signed an act pro-
moting a clean energy grid, 
which aims to expedite and 
simplify the permitting 
process for solar and wind 
facilities and energy infra-
structure, including battery 
storage systems.

“What that means, is 
they’re trying to basically 
expedite a permitting for 
large-scale solar arrays and 
battery storage systems, 
wind farms…and setting up 
a state review process and a 
local expedited review pro-
cess,” Bubon said. 

She said the state defines 
a “small” solar array as 24 

megawatt, or about 100 
acres.

Bubon said the town’s re-
gional coordinator who was 
appointed by the state cov-
ers a total of 80 towns in the 
commonwealth. She said 
the regional coordinator has 
attended a land use meeting 
and met with town staff.

She said the Planning 
Board should be prepared 
to change their bylaws to 
meet the new requirements. 
The commonwealth is pre-
paring to release a model of 
the bylaws soon. 

Bubon said there are 
large battery storage sys-
tems being proposed in 
several towns, including 
Oakham, Agawam and 
Southbridge. Concerns for 
the environment include the 
risk of fire and contamina-
tion of groundwater. 

CMRPC delegate
Planning Board Chair 

Charles Blanchard was ap-
pointed to serve as the del-
egate to the Central Massa-
chusetts Regional Planning 
Commission for fiscal year 
2026. The board members 
and Bubon thanked previ-
ous delegate Taylor Sted-
man for his years serving in 
that position. 

Board continues hearing on proposed manufacturing building 

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060

WWW.SNOWSSURFSHACK.COM

AUGUST 14TH 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

grand
opening

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SPENCER – The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation 
Commission 2025 Sum-
mer Concert Series con-
tinues from 2-5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 10 at Powder 
Mill Park, corner Smith-
ville and Meadow Roads, 
with the Love Dogs.

Take one red-hot 
horn section, add liberal 
amounts of  barrelhouse 
boogie-woogie piano, 
stinging Fender guitar, 
a funky and swinging 
rhythm section that Blues 
Review magazine called 
“the best in the business”, 
and top it all off  with 
a crazy and charismat-
ic front man with one of 
the biggest blues voices 
around and you’ve got the 
Love Dogs. 

The band is seasoned 
with years on the road 
tearing up juke joints, 
concert halls and festivals, 
while releasing four criti-
cally acclaimed CDs.  

It’s a recipe for music, 
mayhem, intensity and 
irreverence. It’s the Love 
Dogs.

Next up in this series 
that runs through Aug. 
24 will be Chuck & Mud 
and The Hole in the Dam 
Band on Aug. 17.

The concert series is 

proudly sponsored by Cor-
nerstone Bank. Serving 
Worcester County, Mas-
sachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence 
and community-based 

banking model enables a 
unique ability to deliver 
outstanding service, with 
a personal touch. Corner-
stone provides the highest 
level of  service and exper-

tise for individuals, busi-
nesses, and community 
organizations with branch 
locations throughout cen-
tral Massachusetts.

Love Dogs featured this Sunday

BARRE – This sum-
mer, all kids and teens get 
free meals at Quabbin Re-
gional Middle High School 
through the Summer Eats 
program, no ID or registra-
tion required. 

Summer Eats is open to 

all kids 18 and under. Kids 
and teens must be present 
to receive a meal and are re-
quired to eat on-site.

The summer feeding pro-
gram at the Middle High 
School will be offered July 
8-Aug. 7. Hours of opera-

tion are Monday through 
Thursday, from 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. 

You can find additional 
Summer Eats sites near you 
using Project Bread’s Sum-
mer Eats map at project-
bread.org/summereats.

Summer Eats food program 
offered at middle/high school

Love Dogs will perform at the Summer Concert Series on Sunday, Aug. 10 at Powder Mill Park. 	 SUBMITTED PHOTO

Concerts 
on the 
Common 
closing

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Concerts on the 
Common will be held on 
select Saturdays on the town 
common from 6-8 p.m.

The final concert of the 
season will be held on Aug. 
30 and features the Super-
chargers.

These concerts are free, 
but tips for the band and free 
will donations toward future 
events are appreciated. Food 
trucks will be available, or 
people are welcome to bring 
their own.

Chairs, blankets or some-
thing to sit on are encour-
aged, as well as insect, sun 
and weather protection.

The Concerts on the 
Common series is made pos-
sible by the North Brook-
field Parks and Recreation 
and the North Brookfield 
Cultural Council. 
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By Russell Gloor
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- opinion -

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Can I switch to a taxi driver 
job without hurting my 
Social Security? 

Maintenance will keep annuals going strong

Dear Rusty: 
I opted to draw my Social 

Security retirement benefit 
early and work part time. 
The company I work for 
has decided to pull me from 
field work due to my age 
and health. Although they 
are great keeping me at 20 
hours per week running for 
parts and doing office work, 
I’m not sure how much lon-
ger it will last. I’m thinking 
of taking a taxi driving job 
to keep my income enough 
to live on. The way it would 
work, I would lease the cab 
for some amount of dollars 
per day, set my own hours 
to work and collect any-
where from $1.40 to $4.00 
per mile, depending on what 
type of fare. My question 
is: how does Social Security 
look at that type of employ-
ment? Would I be held to the 
15 - 45 hours a month stan-
dard? I could never come 
close to making the $1,200 
to $1,300 a month I need by 
working so little. Any advice 
is greatly appreciated. 

Signed: Seeking Advice 
    
Dear Seeking: 

If you go ahead with 
your plan to lease a taxicab 
instead of continuing your 
current employment, you 
would, in effect, be consid-
ered “self-employed” and 
would submit your income 
tax return to the IRS ac-
cordingly. Social Security 
would get your earnings 
information as reported 
to the IRS and it would 
be your net earnings from 
self-employment after de-
ducting all your business 
expenses that is reported to 
SSA by IRS. 

There is, however, a spe-
cial rule which would apply 
to you in your first calendar 
year of self-employment 
while collecting early So-
cial Security benefits. Since, 
in your first year, some of 
your earnings would be as 
a part-time employee pay-
ing SS FICA payroll taxes, 
Social Security would first 
look at your earnings as an 
employee to see if you ex-
ceeded the annual earnings 
limit ($23,400 for 2025). 

Then, upon starting 
your self-employment, So-

cial Security would look at 
the hours you spent per-
forming “substantial gain-
ful activity” (e.g., driving 
your taxi) each month and, 
if  you spent more than 45 
hours per month in that 
capacity, you would not be 
considered “retired,” and 
thus, not eligible for Social 
Security in any month you 
exceeded that amount of 
hours. 

If you earned less than 
the annual limit in total 
both as an employee and 
while self-employed, you 
would get benefits for all 
months of the year. But 
if you earn more than the 
annual limit, you will get 
no benefits for any month 
you exceeded 45 hours as 
a self-employed person. 
Again, this only applies 
during the first calendar 
year of self-employment - 
in the following year only 
your net earnings from 
self-employment would 
count toward the annual 
earnings limit.  

In effect, SSA would use 
the hours-worked standard 
to see if you are truly re-
tired or actually working. 
If the latter, they would 
withhold SS monthly ben-
efits for any month you 
exceed 45 hours working 
while self-employed (up to 
and including December 
of your first calendar year 
of self-employment), and 
only if your total income 
(as an employee and while 
self-employed) exceeds the 
annual limit.  

So, if  your goal is to net 
$1,200 - $1,300 per month 
as a self-employed taxi 
driver, that would be well 
within the limits of the an-
nual earnings test ($23,400 
for 2025 but changes year-
ly). But there may, or may 
not, be a reduction in your 
Social Security benefits 
during your first year of 
self-employment, depend-
ing on when you start as 
self-employed. Note that 
SSA will ask about your 
work plans when you ap-
ply, and if you expect to 
stay under the annual limit 
(working part time in both 

The half dead pot of 
petunias on 
the rental 

house’s steps 
got me think-
ing about 
the perfect 
column for 
this time of 
year! After all, 
we invest hard 
earned money 
in annual flowers 
and plants, and we expect 
that they will provide us with 
color through the first frost.  
What steps can we take now 
to ensure that they will?  

Read on for some useful 
advice, straight from the ar-
chives.

Remove spent flowers  
Most annuals will con-

tinue to bloom abundantly 
if  they are deadheaded on 
a regular basis. Deadhead-
ing is an entertaining term 
used to define the removal 
of spent flowers.  

A plant produces flow-
ers for one purpose: to sur-
vive. You see, once a flower 
has been pollinated it will 
produce seed; seed that will 
grow future plants.  

If  a plant has produced 
enough flowers that have 
gone to seed it will consid-
er its job to be done, flower 
production will cease, and 
it will begin to decline. By 
deadheading, we keep the 
plant in reproductive mode, 
in other words, in flower!  

When you remove dy-
ing blossoms, make sure to 
pinch off the entire flower, 
not just the petals, or it will 
do no good. Include the stem 
as well to keep the plant tidy. 

Petunias, marigolds, zin-
nias and salvia, among oth-
ers, are examples of plants 
that require regular dead-
heading to look their best 

throughout the growing 
season.

Shear them back to en-
courage new growth  

Some annuals start to get 
a leggy appearance about 
now. Others may have brown 
tips.  

These plants require 
more drastic measures to 
bring back their youthful 
good looks. Give them a 
good haircut. 

Simply look within the 
plant and find healthy, green 
growth. Cut calendulas, pan-
sies and snapdragon back to 
that point. Alyssum or lobe-
lia can often be sheared to 
within inches of the ground.  

Don’t worry; they won’t 
look bad for long! You can 
jump start regrowth with a 
bit of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants  
Annuals that are well fer-

tilized at planting time likely 
look a bit pale by now. If fo-
liage is off-color and flower 
production is nil, pull back 
the bark mulch and sprin-
kle some organic fertilizer 
granules at the base of each 
plant.  

Cultivate gently and wa-
ter in a little bit. You can 
also use a water soluble liq-
uid fertilizer every couple of 
weeks. 

If going natural is your 
cup of tea, make some! 
Compost or manure tea 

has long been used to keep 
growth lush. Steep a burlap 

bag of either compost 
or aged manure 
in a large trash 
bucket filled 

with water 
and use as 
needed.  
S m a l l e r 

batches can be made 
right in a watering 

can. Likewise, there 
are numerous blends of 

seaweed and fish emulsion 
on the market that can be 
watered in or used as a foliar 
feed. 

Water, water, water  
Be careful not to let your 

plants dry out. When you 
need to water the garden, 
remember to do so in the 
early morning, if  possible, 
to avoid evaporation. Ear-
ly evening is another good 
option, but try to get the 
job done with enough time 
for the foliage to dry before 
darkness sets in.  

Deep waterings twice a 
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The 
former will promote deep, 
penetrating roots and future 
drought tolerance.  

Well-watered, well-fed 
and well-groomed annuals 
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms for 
another two months – well 
worth the effort indeed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

The Pemi Loop at 60 years old

By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist 

Last December, I got 
this harebrained idea 
to do something crazy 

for my birthday this June. It 
would be my way of proving 
to myself that 60 isn’t as old 
as it sounds in my head.

The Pemi Loop – called 
“the second hardest day 
hike in the United States” by 
Backpacker Magazine – is a 

32-mile hike that encircles 
the largest wilderness area 
in the White Mountains of 
New Hampshire. 

With 10 summits and 
10,500 feet of elevation gain-
along with technical climbs 
and descents-completing 
this rugged hike in one day 
would be the hardest endur-
ance challenge I had ever 
attempted. As such, it would 
require significant training. 

But in January, just one 
month after the idea took 
hold, life took a turn when 
our 1-year-old granddaugh-
ter, Charlotte, was diag-
nosed with inoperable brain 
cancer. Three months later, 
in April, our middle daugh-
ter’s high risk pregnancy 
with twins became more se-
rious when both babies were 
diagnosed with heart issues. 

The nail in the coffin 
came in May, when our 160-
mile backpacking trip on the 
Appalachian Trail through 
New Jersey and New York – 
my one and final opportuni-
ty to train for the Pemi Loop 

– ended just six days in. Our 
youngest daughter had been 
rushed to the emergency 
room with a life-threaten-
ing pregnancy complication 
and was forced to deliver the 
baby five weeks early. (Mom 
and baby are now doing 
well.) 

Over the last six months, 
our family has needed us, 
and my time has been better 
spent being there for the peo-
ple I love, rather than spend-
ing my weekends training 
for an epic endurance hike. 

So I shelved the idea of a 
solo, single-day Pemi Loop 
in favor of completing a ‘lei-
surely’ three-day Pemi Loop 
backpacking trip with my 
husband instead. After all, 
we wouldn’t really need to 
train for it…would we? 

The short answer, as we 
discovered last weekend, is 
“Yes, you did need to train 
for it, you fools!” 

Although our bodies 
most definitely took a beat-
ing, weary legs and several 
falls were a small price to 

pay for admission. 
Because I have no desire 

to carefully preserve this 
now 60-year-old body. I pre-
fer to use it up until there is 
nothing left. To wring out 
every last bit of my youth on 
adventures and experiences 
such as this. 

You see, although our 
bodies most assuredly have a 
shelf life, there are parts of 
us that will forever remain 
ageless. And I plan to carry 
the best parts of my younger 
self  into my older years. 

I plan to worry less about 
“acting my age” and spend 
more time celebrating it. I 
plan to scramble up steep 
rock ledges. Watch the sun 
rise and set from mountain-
tops. Sleep in the wilderness. 
Slow dance on summits. 
Kiss…even when someone 
is watching. 

I plan to slide into the 
next decade, battered, 
bruised and bandaged, all 
while yelling, “Dang, what 

Julie Midura celebrated her 60th birthday on the Pemi Loop.      SUBMITTED PHOTOSEE HIKING PAGE 5

SEE SECURITY PAGE 5
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$198
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/7/25-8/13/258/7/25-8/13/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKENS TWIN PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN GORTON’S

CRUNCHY BREADED
FRESH PORTIONS 3 LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN SUPERIOR ON MAIN

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED
JUMBO PAK  30.75 OZ ....................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$644
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$139
lb

lb

$888USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$299

$369

lb
$149

$235
lb

$188

1/2 CHICKEN ...........................

lb

BEEF SIRLOIN SPOON 
ROAST or STEAKS

$1179
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

CUT FREECUT FREE

$699
lb

lb

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, August 9th

Uncle Country
7pm-11pm

Upcoming Events
Saturday, August 15th

8pm-11pm

Bigelow

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

an amazing ride!” 
So on our final day of the 

trip, I was disappointed to 
hear Tom say, “I hate to tell 
you this, but this will be my 
last Pemi Loop.” 

However, he said the 
same exact thing two years 
ago when we completed 
our fourth Pemi Loop. I’m 

secretly hoping that hiker 
amnesia kicks in again in 
two years when he turns 70. 
Because don’t you agree that 
there’s no better place to be-
come a septuagenarian than 
on a walk around the larg-
est wilderness area in New 
Hampshire?

See you in the wild places, 
my friends!

HIKING FROM PAGE 4

capacities), you should get 
full SS benefits. Just be care-
ful to stay under the annual 
earnings limit for those col-
lecting early Social Securi-
ty benefits. FYI, earnings 
from before your SS benefits 
started don’t count toward 
the earning limit.   

Note, too, that your 

monthly Social Security 
benefit will be actuarially 
reduced according to how 
far in advance of your full 
retirement age you claim 
SS. Whenever SS benefits 
are claimed prior to one’s 
full retirement age, those 
benefits are permanently 
reduced. 

The Association Mature 

Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the Associ-

ation Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.  

SECURITY FROM PAGE 4

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

He called up one tall kid, 
who wore a sophisticated 
belt made of wood and rope. 
Somehow, Popielarczyk 
managed to transfer a cup 
of water from one side of the 
belt to the next. As a joke, 
he asked if anyone wanted 
some water. 

There were some tricks 
that required more than one 
helper. One trick involved 
turning a caterpillar into a 
butterfly. Somehow, the trick 
kept getting messed up be-
cause the cloth with the cat-
erpillar on it kept falling out 
of the magic bag. The kids 
kept telling Popielarczyk the 
magic trick didn’t work, but 
he didn’t believe them. 

Finally, the caterpillar 
would turn into a butterfly 
as Popielarczyk’s two friends 
held up the colorful cloth 
with the butterfly. Another 
animal related trick Pop-
ielarczyk did was changing 
the color of a rabbit from 
black to white. 

Every helper Pop-
ielarczyk had got to use a 
magic wand. However, there 
was one magic wand that he 
was hiding from everyone. 

This was a special magic 
wand Popielarczyk had with 
a sign tied to a string that 
reads, “Do not pull!” 

Throughout the show, 
Popielarczyk would tease the 
audience by bringing out the 
giant magic wand. The kids 
would scream, cheer, and 
tell Popielarczyk to pull the 
string. He kept on insisting 
he is not supposed to, but 
at some point, he knew one 
of the kids was going to pull 
the string and party string 
popped out of the magic 
wand. 

The culprit who pulled 
the string that said “Do not 
pull” didn’t hesitate to reveal 
herself. Popielarczyk says 
he always tries to make the 
kids laugh during his magic 
shows. All the kids of the 
East Brookfield Public Li-
brary were laughing during 
the entire show and thanked 
Popielarczyk for the perfor-

mance.
Popielarczyk is a full-

time magician who has been 
providing magical shows for 
over 40 years. He enjoys per-
forming magic for kids and 
adults and shows no signs of 
retirement. 

“I have too much fun,” 
Popielarczyk said. 

MAGICIAN
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Left, hese balloons were sculpted by Popielarczyk before the magic show. There is 
an alien, Spiderman and a butterfly. Above, Ed Popielarczyk is shown with his giant 
magic wand a string he is not allowed to pull. 

Two helpers are shown with Ed Popielarczyk during his butterfly trick. Anderson helped Ed Popielarczyk with a card trick featuring balloons. 
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INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

Designed for care partners of individuals with Alzheimer’s and other  
dementias, this session is open to family, friends, healthcare  
professionals and anyone involved in dementia care seeking tools,  
knowledge, and support to enhance both care and self-care.

DEMENTIA CARE 
 TRAINING SERIES
Presented by Stephanie Donaghy, Registered Nurse Educator &  
Certified Dementia Practitioner of HomeCare Hands HCH EDU

THURSDAY, AUG. 21ST • 4:00pm-5:00pm

RSVP by 8/18 to Mary at 413-758-5377 or mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

COURSE 1: UNDERSTANDING ALZHEIMER’S AND DEMENTIA  
This session will offer a broad overview and cover the following topics:

 Definition of Alzheimer’s Disease & Dementia

  Comparative overview of types of Dementia & possible risk factors

  General stages of the dementia disease process and impacts on daily living

  Recent research & treatment – technology, adaptive devices and medication.
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STURBRIDGE – The 
Rotary Club of Sturbridge 
has announced that pre-reg-
istration is now open for its 
popular TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K, and 
Fun Walk, which is slated 
to return on Sunday, Oct. 
26, according to club presi-
dent and race director Klaus 
Hachfeld.

“To pre-register for this 
year’s event, just go to get-
meregistered.com, and type 
‘Sturbridge’ in the search 
field in the upper right-hand 
corner,” said Hachfeld. Par-
ticipants who pre-register by 
Oct. 21 will get a free 2025 
TREK Sturbridge Hallow-
een 5K T-shirt.

All activities begin at the 
OSV Education Center on 
Old Sturbridge Village Road 
(not to be confused with Old 
Sturbridge Village Acade-
my at the main entrance to 

the village). Parking will be 
available in the Education 
Center lot.

The family-friendly event 
offers two timed races, in-
cluding a 5K Trail Run & 
Fun Walk, and a 1K Pre-
Teen Run. In the spirit of 
the season, participants 
are encouraged to come in 
costume. The event also in-
cludes free children’s game 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Edu-
cation Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run ($20 registration) starts 
at 9:15 a.m. This is for the 
12 and under crowd, and 
the course is accessible for 
anyone with mobility chal-
lenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run 
($35 registration) & Fun 
Walk ($30 registration) will 
start at 10 a.m. using Old 
Sturbridge Village Road and 
the Arbutus Park Trail in the 

Leadmine Mountain Wild-
life Conservation Lands.

An awards ceremony will 
follow at 11:15 a.m. starting 
with a competition for best 
Halloween costume for all 
registered runners and walk-
ers. Judging will be by popu-
lar choice.

On-site registration will 
also be available starting at 
8:30 a.m. on the day of the 
race.

The Trek Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club fundraiser, with all 
profits going to the organi-
zation’s community needs 
projects. For additional in-
formation, or to sign on as 
an event sponsor, email the 
race director at laserklaus@
gmail.com. Or visit the Stur-
bridge Rotary Club website 
at https://sturbridgerotary.
com.

Register for Rotary’s annual TREK 
Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. State lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. Eighth month (abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Mountain in New 

Zealand
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. One of the founders of 

modern psychology 
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck in 

one
 45. Partner to feather
 47. Passive optical network
 48. French ballet dynasty
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. Yankee great Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. Late beloved TNT 

sportscaster
 60. South Dakota
 61. Exposing human vice or 

folly to ridicule
 64. Gold
 65. Longtime Braves hurler 

Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Hospital unit

CLUES DOWN
 1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace materials
  4. Containers
  5. Investment account
  6. Colorado Heisman Trophy 

winner
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury category 

(abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Not yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Muslim spiritual leader
 15. Showing sincere 

conviction
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line in 

a fraction
 24. Lawn pest
 26. Pouch
 27. Ancient language in India 

(abbr.)

 30. Start over
 32. Wild white flower
 35. Fourteen
 37. Visual way to interact 

with computer (abbr.)
 38. Side by side and facing 

the same way
 39. Religious conflicts
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of property
 47. One who supports the 

pope
 49. Malaise
 50. Body fluid
 52. Inauthentic person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. Japanese city
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Top government lawyer

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

STURBRIDGE – The 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale invites the 
local community to attend its 
second annual Family Fun 
Day and Open House from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 9 on the church grounds 
at 8 Maple St.

The event is open to the 
general public free of charge 
and no advance registration 
is required. The event will in-
clude a cookout prepared by 
the church men’s and wom-
en’s groups, Crossroads and 
Koinonia. 

All are welcome to attend 
the cookout with church 
members for conversation 
and fellowship. There will 
also be officers of the Police 
and Fire departments, K-9 
comfort dog Rocky and K-9 
search and rescue dog Raya.

Sturbridge Scout Troop 

161, which meets at the 
church on Sunday evenings, 
will organize a variety of chil-
dren’s games on the church 
lawn, along with Sturbridge 
Girl Scout Troop 65092. 
Kathy Krikorian will offer 
face painting, and Judy La-
Vergne will be offering story 
time in Fellowship Hall. 

Music director, Andrew 
Kosiba is pleased to welcome 
local musician Peter James 
L’Esperance to entertain 
guests. L’Esperance, who 
also goes by the name Morn-
ing Son, plays a mix of folk, 
rock, jazz and Americana 
originals and covers.

Parents and children in 
attendance will have an op-
portunity to attend a meet-
and-greet in Fellowship Hall 
with CORI-certified Sunday 
School teachers. 

Sunday School staff is 

always available during the 
Sunday service to supervise 
up to 25 children, aged 6 
months to 10 years of age 
while their parents attend 
church. The Sunday School 
encourages Christian mor-
als and ethics, within their 
understanding and age level, 
through story time, videos, 
crafts, and other activities 
aligned with that Sunday’s 
teachings and sermons.”

The Federated Church of 
Sturbridge & Fiskdale joyful-
ly celebrates Christ’s presence 
and God’s grace in our lives. 
Community members are 
welcome and invited to join 
in worship on Sunday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m. 

Services are also live 
streamed on the church’s 
Facebook page. For more in-
formation, call 774-304-1021 
or visit sturfed.org.

Federated Church’s Family Fun 
Day and Open House on Aug. 9
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WILBRAHAM – The 
North County American 
Legion Baseball team de-
feated Belchertown for 
a second time in a dou-
ble-elimination tourna-
ment last Monday. North 
County beat Post 239 10-5 
after falling behind early 

in the game. With the win, 
North County, which in-
cludes players from Quab-
bin Regional High School, 
moved into another match-
up with Leominster. 

Highlights from that 
matchup will be in next 
week’s edition.

FITCHBURG – Utiliz-
ing the turf fields at Game 
On Sports Complex, the 
Bay State Games for field 
hockey were held, featur-
ing teams from Western 
and Central Massachusetts, 
both of which have had 
great success in the sport 
in past Bay State Games 
competitions. The games, 
which were held the week-
end of July 11 to 13, started 
off with a strong 3-0 victory 
from Central over the Met-
ro/Northeast team.

Western Mass. got into 
the action right after, taking 
on a Central team that has 
just played a few hours ear-
lier. But Central was equal 
to the task and scored a 4-2 
win over West. 

West then had its second 
game of the day, facing off  
with the Coastal team, and 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE – The 
Tri-County Baseball League 
will be celebrating its 100th 
anniversary in 2029.

PeoplesBank, who has 
been the best team in the 
league during the past thir-
ty years, swept St. Joseph’s 
in this year’s best of three 
championship series.

“Feels great to win an-
other championship. It’s our 
goal every summer,” said 
PeoplesBank player/manag-
er Joe Ferry. “We just enjoy 
playing baseball with each 
other. Our chemistry is a key 
to our success. I can’t thank 
the players enough.”

Ferry, who started both 
games against St. Joe’s in left 
field, was aided by assistant 
coach Rey Rivera, who had 
three base hits and an RBI 
in game two.

PeoplesBank has cap-

tured the championship title 
in each of the past twelve 
seasons and a total of twen-
ty times since 1995.

PeoplesBank and St. Jo-
seph’s both finished the 2025 
regular season with ten vic-
tories.

“Our season was a suc-
cess and great bonds were 
created,” said St. Joe’s play-
er/manager Brian Hayes. 
“We had a team composed 
of mostly college players 
this year.”

PeoplesBank, who was 
the top-seeded team, ad-
vanced into the finals after 
sweeping fourth-seeded Ted-
dy Bear Pools & Spas in the 
semifinals.

Second-seeded St. Jo-
seph’s needed three games to 
eliminate third-seeded bank-
ESB in the semifinal round.

The Bankers scored seven 
runs on seven base hits in the 
bottom of the first inning 
enroute to a 10-0 victory in 

game one of the champi-
onship series last Monday 
night. The contest ended af-
ter 4 1/2 innings due to the 
ten run mercy rule.

It was also PeoplesBank 
last game of the season at 
Mackenzie Stadium in Holy-
oke.

“We just love playing 
games on this field,” said 
Ferry following game one. 
“We played very well in to-
night’s, but as Kobe Bryant, 
who was my favorite athlete 
growing up once said, ‘the 
jobs not finished’.” 

PeoplesBank finished the 
job twenty four hours later 
with a 10-7 win in an old 
fashion slugfest at St. Joe’s 
Field in Thorndike. 

The winning pitcher in 
game one was lefthander 
James Flahive, who’s side-
armer. He allowed only two 
base hits and issued two 
walks in his final start of the 
2025 campaign.

“Jimmy has been the best 
pitcher in the league during 
the past four or five years,” 
Ferry said. “I don’t ever re-
call him losing a game since 
he put on a Peoplesbank jer-
sey.” 

St. Joe’s shortstop Devin 
Slattery, who was an out-
standing three-sport athlete 
at Ware High School, drew a 
walk with one-out in the top 
of the first inning. After the 
next batter flied out to right, 
Slattery was thrown out try-
ing to steal second base by 
catcher Pete Hogan. 

Centerfielder Seth Allen 
hit a ground ball up the mid-
dle into centerfield for a sin-
gle leading off the bottom 
of the first inning against 
St. Joe’s righthander Jack 
Feltovic.

Then Hogan walked be-
fore second baseman Dave 
Clark launched a 3-run ho-
mer that landed beneath the 
giant scoreboard in left field.

Following back-to-back 
singles by first baseman 
Kyle Platner and right field-
er Cam Rivest, DH Johnny 
Gegetskas delivered an RBI 
single to left giving the home 
team a 4-0 advantage.

Another run crossed the 
plate following a sacrifice 
fly to left by shortstop Sam 
Allen.

After catching the ball, 
St. Joe’s left fielder Jacob 
Petrin threw the ball to third 
baseman Brandon Magni, 
who tagged out the runner 
who was trying to advance 
to third base on the play.  

Shortstop Seth Allen, 
who’s Sam’s twin broth-
er, capped off the opening 
frame by hitting a two run 
double off the left field fence.

“We kept passing the bat 
and put a lot of pressure on 
them in the first inning,” Fer-
ry said. “We had some hard 
hits and a couple of walks 
in that inning. We also bat-

ted around in the first inning 
of last year’s finals. I capped 
the inning off with a bases 
loaded triple in that game.” 

St. Joe’s DH Pat Fitzgib-
bons drew a walk leading 
off the second inning, but 
he was thrown out trying to 
steal by Hogan.

PeoplesBank scored three 
more runs in the third in-
ning. 

Clark, who was hit-by-a-
pitch in the second inning, 
knocked home the first run 
of the frame with a double 
to left. Platner followed with 
a two-run double to right.

Trailing, 10-0, St. Joe’s 
began the fourth inning with 
a line-drive single by Petrin, 
who was thrown out trying 
to steal second base. Slattery 
also singled, but the next 
batter grounded into a 6-4-3 
inning ending double play.

St. Joe’s standard two 

SEE TITLE PAGE 8

Logan Cormier sends a pitch home. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLIBenjamin Forbes feeds the pitch after making a play.

Aiden LaPointe swings and connects.Anthony Girgenti reaches hit to catch a throw on a bunt play.

Dave Clark gets the out at second. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM Nate Carrill makes an off-balance play.

North County advances in Legion playoffs

Rivalry renewed as PeoplesBank takes league title over St. Joe’s

Central 
takes 
silver 
in field 
hockey
Western Mass.
receives bronze in 
Bay State Games

SEE CENTRAL PAGE 8
William Gage heads into second with a 
double.
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runs on base in the top of 
the fifth, as PeoplesBank 
took a 1-0 lead in the series.     

The Bankers jumped out 
a 7-0 lead in game two be-
fore St. Joe’s battled with 
five runs in the bottom of 
the fourth inning.

Center fielder Aaron Lit-
tle knocked home two runs 
with a double and right 
fielder Colby Harrington 
contributed with an RBI 
single. The other two runs 
crossed the plate following 

errors.   
The Bankers, who were 

led offensively by third base-
man Cam MacDonald with 
two hits and two RBIs, re-
sponded with three runs in 
the sixth inning giving the 
visitors a 10-5 advantage.

St. Joe’s scored two more 
runs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning.

Danny Gaines was the 
winning pitcher in game 
two, which capped off an-
other memorable season for 
PeoplesBank. 

TITLE FROM PAGE 7

Sam Allen swings for PeoplesBank. James Flahive delivers a pitch home in the championship series.

Greg Vouros fields a grounder to second.Brandon Magni makes a play for St. Joe’s.

rebounding with a 4-3 win.
On Saturday, July 12, 

West fell for a second time 
4-1 against the Southeast 
team while Central also 
suffered a loss, falling 5-2 
against Southeast.

Both teams would re-
bound with wins later in the 
day. Central beat Coastal 
5-3 while West shut out Met-
ro/Northeast with a 4-0 deci-
sion. That put the West team 
in the bronze medal game on 
Sunday, July 13.

West would defeat Coast-
al in a rematch of their sec-
ond game of the tourna-
ment, winning 3-2. Central 

made the gold medal game, 
but suffered a 2-0 shutout 
against the Southeast team.

This year, representing 
Central Mass. in the games 
were Quabbin High School’s 
Makenzie Casey and Tanta-
squa’s Sophia Bochicchio.

Tantasqua’s Dessa De-
mears played for the West-
ern Mass. team, while Anna 
Taylor and Kendall Placzek 
represented Minnechaug 
Regional. 

Agawam High School 
placed four players on the 
team. Alyssa DaSilva, Fin-
nola Mahoney, Olivia Gov-
oni, and Lily Charest repre-
sented the Brownies.

CENTRAL FROM PAGE 7

one issue with applying for 
grants is whether or not the 
town is required to provide 
matching funds in order for 
the grant to be awarded.

“We don’t always know 
that when we apply for the 
grant,” he said of the match 
amount.

Vice-Chair Jamie Gilman 
read the policy draft during 
the meeting.

The policy notes that 
grants are “a very important 
lifeline to our community,” 
and requires department 
heads to seek the Board of 
Selectmen’s approval prior 
to applying for a grant.

“If the grant is straight-
forward and all elements are 
understandable, the board 
will render its decision, how-
ever, if  the grant requires ad-
ditional attention the board 
would then request the Fi-

nance Committee evaluate 
the merits of the grant ap-
plication. Once the Finance 
Committee offers its opin-
ion the board will then make 
its decision regarding this 
grant,” Gilman read.

Gilman said the Town 
Accountant will maintain a 
log of all grant application 
requests.

“In the past the board has 
encouraged committees and 
department heads to go out 
and seek grants, and really 
what this is, is we’ve worked 
on a process, kind of guide-
lines, to kind of run those 
grants through and kind of 
put them all into one place 
so they can be managed, 
looked at,” he said. 

Gilman said the purpose 
of the policy is to help mon-
itor existing grant awards 
and to help those seeking 
grants know which steps to 
take. 

The board voted in favor 
of approving the grant man-
agement policy and proce-
dure as written. 

Update from 
food collaborative

Karen Farrington of the 
North Brookfield Commu-
nity Food Collaborative said 
the free senior lunch on July 
14 was well attended and en-
joyed by over 40 senior citi-
zens on the lawn of the First 
Congregational Church.

“It was really a good 
time,” she said.

Farrington thanked all 
who helped out and partici-
pated in the event. 

Farrington said the col-
laborative has also opened 
its own free food stand at the 
church, which was made using 
donated materials from Howe 
Lumber. John Tripp built the 
stand and Tina Floria and a 
local youth painted it.

She said there is a dona-
tion bin at the food stand 
where people can also do-
nate nonperishable food 
items.

“Many people got togeth-
er and made this happen,” 
Farrington said. 

Decorating and 
celebration committees
Kathleen Crevier said 

Lindsey Rockwood has vol-
unteered to take over run-
ning the Decorate Our Town 
Committee. Rockwood 
works for the Water Depart-
ment and has been on the 
committee since last year. 

Crevier also brought up 
the need to start planning 
the town’s activities for the 
country’s 250th anniversa-
ry celebration of indepen-
dence. She said the board 
should form a committee.

The board voted to form 
a 250th anniversary celebra-

tion committee. All interest-
ed residents should contact 
the board to be appointed.

Holden Hospital 
trust request

The board approved 
a request from the Police 
Department to repair the 
breathalyzer machine in the 
amount of $1,659 using the 
Holden Hospital trust fund. 
This year the town received 
$9,518 from the trust fund. 

The trust was formed af-
ter the hospital was closed 
and the money is used to 
benefit the surrounding 
towns. 

“We’re able to divide it 
up, as needed, to the dif-
ferent safety departments 
for certain things for public 
safety,” Petraitis said.

This include police, fire, 
ambulance and the North 
Brookfield Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Annual appointments
The Board of  Selectmen 

made the annual appoint-
ments for fiscal year 2026. 

The following positions 
remain vacant: Town Ad-
ministrator, Animal Con-
trol Officer, Assistant Ani-
mal Control Officer, Fence 
Viewers (two positions), 
Assistant Fire Chief, Har-
bormaster, Agricultural 
Commission (three posi-
tions), Capital Improve-
ment Planning Committee 
(two positions and two al-
ternate positions), Council 
on Aging (one position), 
Insurance Advisory Com-
mittee (one position), Local 
Public Access Committee 
(one position), Parks and 
Recreation Committee (two 
position), Assistant Sewer 
Superintendent and Zoning 
Board of  Appeals (one al-
ternate position).

SURVEY  FROM PAGE 1

According to their 
mother, Chris, Jubilee and 
Shiloh love going to the 
library for arts, crafts and 
for books. 

“They can spend hours 
here,” Chris said. 

The kids also got to 
make their own lava lamps 
and catapults. The cata-
pults are made out of pop-
sicle sticks, rubber bands, 
and a spoon serving as the 
catapult that will launch ei-
ther cotton balls, beads or 
buttons. 

Mary Lefevre is a coor-
dinator at the library and 
was testing the activities 
this past Thursday by 
building a catapult of her 
own. There were cotton 
balls, beads and buttons 
flying in the library. 

The New Braintree 
Public Library, also 
known as the L. H. Pollard 
Memorial Library, is locat-

ed at 45 Memorial Drive. 
The next engineering 
Thursday is on Aug. 7, and 
the kids will get to work on 
making kinetic sand. 

The library will be host-
ing a Bingo for Books and 
Ice Cream Social on Mon-
day, Aug. 11 at 4 p.m. 

along with watercolor and 
pencils. Douglas brought 
a lot of  magazines for the 
guests of  the workshop to 
use and cut out the images 
they like. Afterwards, the 
images can be glued on to 
watercolor paper and then 
artists will begin exploring 
on what color to add to 
their mixed media art. 

For Douglas, magazines 
are recyclable art and can 
help artists choose from a 
wide range of  elements like 
paint, paper, fabric, and 
found objects. Douglas has 
done all forms of  art for 15 
years and works a lot with 
watercolor. 

Recently, Douglas dec-
orated a cow for the cow 
parade at Old Sturbridge 
Village. 

Douglas says she is a 
“experimental painter” and 
this workshop her first time 
teaching aspiring artists of 
all ages about mixed media 
art. 

Library Director Amy 
Agro joined in on the cre-
ative fun and worked on 
her own mixed media art 
piece. Agro says she always 
enjoyed drawing horses 
and dogs. For her mixed 
media art, Agro picked out 
images in motion, includ-
ing ones with horses. 

Douglas was working 
on her own mixed media 
art during the workshop 
and featured images of  city 
buildings. When it comes 
to images and magazine 
pictures, Douglas said she 
always liked old magazine 
pictures dating back to the 
1970s and 1980s. 

Douglas also does a lot 
of  sketching and keeps a 
few sketchbooks. Doug-
las also enjoys doing col-
lages and has a notebook 
featuring collages. Mixed 
media art is very similar 
to a collage when you mix 
the art mediums. 

Throughout the month 
of  August, visit the Merri-
am-Gilbert Public Library 
at 3 West Main St. in West 
Brookfield to see Douglas’ 
art exhibit. The exhibit 
will be in place until Aug. 
30. 

For more activities, vis-
it www.westbrookfieldli-
brary.org. 

ENGINEERING
 FROM PAGE 1

ART   FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Top photo,  Shiloh, age 4, held a kinetic orb. Above, Jubilee tested out a 
catapult made from popsicle sticks, rubber bands, and a spoon. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Mixed Media Art featured watercol-
or and recycled magazine images. 

“East City” is a mixed media art piece designed by Louise Douglas, who has her 
art exhibited at the Merriam-Gilbert Library.

“West City” by Louise Douglas is also a mixed media art piece.
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Reenactors marched past the mill pond on their way to battle during the Redcoats and Rebels weekend.

Milita groups marched through Old Sturbridge Village. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Officers rode in on their horses.

Visitors were able to see many different militia groups from across New England represented at the reenactment.
The militia marched to the sounds of the fife and drum corps. 

items such as soap, brooms 
and muskets, offering a de-
tailed look into the past.

“Redcoats and Rebels 
brings the Revolutionary 
War to life in a way that en-
gages all the senses,” said Jim 
Donahue, President & CEO 
of Old Sturbridge Village in 
a press release. “This event 
offers a rare opportunity to 
experience history up close, 
from the intensity of the 
battle to the quiet moments 
of camp life. We invite ev-
eryone to join us next month 
and connect with history in 

a way that is both powerful 
and unforgettable.”

Donahue added, “We 
also extend our gratitude to 
the family-owned American 
manufacturer Dexter-Rus-
sell, for their continued 
sponsorship of Redcoats 
and Rebels. Their generous 
support is vital in bringing 
this exciting event to life.”

The 2024 Redcoats and 
Rebels event was sponsored 
by Dexter-Russell, the larg-
est and oldest manufacturer 
of professional cutlery in the 
U.S. Dexter-Russell is head-
quartered in the town of 
Southbridge.

REBELS  FROM PAGE 1

These French soldiers stopped to take a drink before entering the heat of battle. 

Visitors and customed historians watched the battle scene on Saturday afternoon.
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FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE
AUG. 8-9. NOS POTBELLY STOVE, 
1937, wood/coal, 52” ceiling fan, garage 
door opener, collectible Hess and Tonka 
trucks. Asking top dollar, will discuss prices. 
10am-4pm, 114 Hendrick St.,Chi-
copee.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A 
BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH 

RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours, 
good pay for hardworking person.Please 
come by and fill out application. Partners 
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun, 
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays. 
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant, 485 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

CHICOPEE: LARGE 3 BEDROOM 
APT., no pets. Includes heat/hot water. 1st/
last/security. $1850. 413-297-1513. 18 
Mount Carmel Ave.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

RENTEDRENTED
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$349.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

SUMMER SALE!

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

$799.99

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

- public safety -
East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of July 21-25, the East 
Brookfield Police Department responded to 74 
building/property checks, 31 directed area pa-
trols, six traffic controls, 11 radar assignments, 
11 emergency 911 calls, two citizen assists, 
one assist other agency, one harassment, one 
complaint, two safety hazards, one scam, three 
thefts/larcenies, one motor vehicle accident, five 
animal calls and 48 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of East Brookfield.

Monday, July 21
12:18 a.m. Mutual Aid Ambulance, Spen-

cer, Transported to Hospital
12:20 a.m. Safety Hazard, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
5:50 a.m. Assist Other Agency, East Main 

Street, Officer Handled
10 a.m. Harassment, Lashaway Drive, Ser-

vies Rendered
11:27 a.m. 911 Fire/Other, East Main 

Street, Services Rendered
11:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
12:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
12:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
1:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 
Street, Citation issued

1:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

1:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

2:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Podunk 
Road, Citation Issued

2:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Podunk 
Road, Citation Issued

3:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

3:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

3:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

4:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

4:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

5 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

5:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

5:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Harrington 
Street, Citation Issued

8:09 p.m. Mutual Aid Ambulance, Spen-
cer, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, July 22
8:41 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, East Main Street, Investigated
10:07 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, East 

Main Street, Services Rendered
10:29 a.m. 911 Open Line, Mechanic 

Street, Servies Rendered
2:45 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, North 

Brookfield Road, Transported to Hospital
3:32 p.m. Scam, West Main Street, Services 

Rendered
3:40 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Crash, Spen-

cer, Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Wednesday, July 23
4:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Written Warning
6:18 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie Mack 

Drive, Officer Handled
8:17 p.m. Mutual Aid Ambulance, Spen-

cer, Services Rendered

Thursday, July 24
8:42 a.m. Mutual Aid Ambulance, Spen-

cer, Transported to Hospital
8:56 a.m. Safety Hazard, Podunk Road, 

Officer Handled
10:46 a.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown Loca-

tion, Dispatch Handled

4:15 p.m. Traffic Control, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

4:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

4:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 
Street, Citation Issued

Friday, July 25
3:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
3:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
3:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
4:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
4:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
4:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
5:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
6:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Podunk 

Road, Citation Issued
6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Podunk 

Road, Citation Issued
8:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main 

Street, Citation Issued
8:32 p.m. Medical Emergency, East Main 

Street, Report Taken

During the weeks of July 21-Aug. 4, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Department 
responded to 24 building/property checks, 27 
directed/area patrols, 14 radar assignments, 
three traffic controls, four emergency 911 calls, 
six citizen assists, one larceny/theft/shoplift-
ing, one motor vehicle investigation, one threat, 
two complaints, five safety hazard, one animal 
call and 33 motor vehicle stops in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, July 21
12:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, 

Officer Handled
1:18 p.m. Safety Hazard, Dennis Whitney 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
9:16 p.m. Welfare Check, Hardwick Road, 

Report Taken

Friday, July 25
12:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ravine 

Road, Written Warning

1:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hardwick 
Road, Written Warning

1:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hardwick 
Road, Citation Issued

1:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ravine 
Road, Written Warning

3:43 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, 
Officer Handled

Saturday, July 26
10:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hardwick 

Road, Written Warning
10:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hardwick 

Road, Written Warning
11:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hardwick 

Road, Citation Issued
11:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hardwick 

Road, Written Warning
12:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ravine 

Road, Written Warning

Sunday, July 27
2:57 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Barre 

Road, Transported to Hospital

Monday, July 28
9:23 a.m. Safety Hazard, West Brookfield 

Road, Services Rendered

Tuesday, July 29
5:45 p.m. Safety Hazard, Tucker Road, 

Voice Message Left
6:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investigation, 

Barre Road, Services Rendered

Wednesday, July 30
7:30 p.m. Threat, Utley Road, Officer 

Handled

Thursday, July 31
6:31 a.m. Assist Citizen, Barre Road, Of-

ficer Handled
6:50 a.m. 911 Animal Call, Hardwick 

Road, Negative Contact

9:23 a.m. 911 Safety Hazard, Memorial 
Drive, Services Rendered

Friday, Aug. 1
1:27 a.m. Assist Citizen, Gilbertville 

Road, Services Rendered

Saturday, Aug. 2
10:06 a.m. Assist Citizen, Gilbertville 

Road, Spoken To
12:49 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memorial Drive, 

Dispatch Handled
2:21 p.m. Noise Complaint, Unitas Road, 

Officer Handled
7:12 p.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting, Wine 

Road, Report Taken
7:27 p.m. Safety Hazard, Mara Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency
8:12 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle Oper-

ations, Oakham Road, Officer Handled
9:24 p.m. Medical Emergency, Hardwick 

Road, Services Rendered

New Braintree Police Log

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

NO SALES TAX HOLIDAY!
OPEN SAT., AUGUST 9TH 8 AM - 9 PM 
SUN., AUGUST 10TH 9 AM - 9 PM

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT SIDEWALK SALE!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$429,900  

22 Berkshire Circle, Ware

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
SAT., AUG 9TH SAT., AUG 9TH 
11:00 - 12:30  11:00 - 12:30  

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
$499,900

67 East Main St., W. Brookfield

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
SUN., AUG 10TH SUN., AUG 10TH 

11:00 - 12:3011:00 - 12:30

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday
Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨
2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

180 West Street, Ware • 508-868-0016
www.bppools.com • bppools@hotmail.com

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!


