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Upcoming events you won’t 
want to miss
Aug. 3:  Lost Towns Brewing Beer Garden
Aug. 22:  BBQ, Beer, and a Band
Sep. 19: BBQ, Beer, and a Band
Sept. 28: Oktoberfest w/ Lost Towns Brewing

More info: FarmerMatt.com/events 
(508) 980-7085 

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE – The af-
ternoon of July 25 saw some 
rain in the region, but later, the 
sky brightened gloriously, and 
the temperature was nothing 
less than wonderfully comfort-
able. 

Luck was with the people 
of Sturbridge and those from 
away who made the trek to the 
town common.

They were in for a treat.
Dan Gabel and his retinue, 

The Abletones, had come to 
make musical magic.

Why magic? Gabel and The 
Abletones were going to bring 
the 20th Century to the 21st.

The Abletones are a “Big 
Band” orchestra. From the 
1920s into the 1950s it was the 
style of music that held sway in 
dance venues, on radio and in 
film.

True, as the last century 
progressed, it had to share the 
limelight with other genres. 

Sturbridge ‘gets away from it all’ 
with Dan Gabel and The Abletones

Kimberly Hawkey and Dan Gabel of The Abletones dance during last Thursday’s con-
cert on the Sturbridge Common. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHYSee ABLETONES   I   PAGE 6

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

RUTLAND – A group of 
panelists sat down with repre-
sentatives from across central 
Massachusetts last week to 
discuss food insecurity, and the 
steps being taken to address 
this issue.

On July 23, the Central 
Massachusetts Regional Plan-
ning Commission hosted the 

panelists at its Legislative Af-
fairs Forum held in the Rut-
land Public Library. 

CMRPC’s Legislative Af-
fairs Committee Chair Andrew 
Golas said recent years have 
seen natural disaster and a dra-
matic increase in grocery prices, 
as well the closure of many gro-
cery stores; all of which have 
created a “food island” or des-
ert in Central Massachusetts.

Panelists address food 
insecurity at CMRPC forum

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission Executive Director Janet Pierce 
recognized and thanked local officials and state legislators for taking part in the 
forum. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

See FORUM   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Town 
Planner Jean Bubon told the 
Planning Board that the design 
for a signalized intersection 
near Noble Energy has reached 
90% completion.

The construction of a sig-

Plans for 
signalized 
intersection 
reach 90% 
completion

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Car enthusiasts 
across the region revved up for 
another classic adventure as 

the 19th Annual Janine’s Fro-
stee Car Show made its way to 
town, featuring over 100 vin-
tage cars and trucks.

Owner Roger Morrissette 
started the car show shortly af-

Janine’s Frostee Car Show
benefits Trail Life USA

This 1957 Chevy Corvette has a vintage style and is one of many Chevrolet vehicles that 
made an appearance at this year’s Car Show.  TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See CAR SHOW   I   PAGE 8

See PLANS   I   PAGE 11

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Community volunteers at the 
Haston Free Public Library 
planted vibrant native pollina-
tor flowers on July 20 with the 
goal of creating a space in the 
front of the library that is both 
pollinator friendly – bring-
ing beauty and wildlife to the 
space - and a place that library 
patrons can utilize and enjoy 
during the library’s open hours 
as well as when the building is 
closed. 

Shades of purple, pink, and 
yellow now decorate the front 
of the building, along with a 
brand-new wheelchair accessi-
ble picnic table.

Library pollinator garden 
brings community together

Community members helped plant a pol-
linator garden at the Haston Free Public 
Library recently. SUBMITTED PHOTOSee POLLINATOR  I   PAGE 7
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PALMER – The Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of  Commerce, the nonprofit organi-
zation that promotes business and devel-
opment within surrounding communities 
of  Hampden, Hampshire, and Worcester 
counties, has announced the return of  its 
annual Golf  Outing. 

This year the event will take place at 
the renovated Hardwick Crossing Coun-
try Club in the village of  Gilbertville on 
Thursday, Oct. 3 and is presented by J. 
Stolar Insurance Agency and Monson Sav-
ings.

“The annual golf  event was a highlight 
of  our calendar pre-COVID and a signif-
icant fundraiser for the Chamber”, stated 
James Przypek, Chief  Executive Officer for 
the Quaboag Hills Chamber of  Commerce, 
in a press release. “This year will mark the 
return of  the golf  outing for the first time 

since 2019. We have tailored the event, so it 
is a fun and welcoming day for participants 
at every level, between a nine hole/half  day 
scramble format, and a catered Awards 
Lunch at the region’s most outstanding 
and distinguished golf  and event venues.”

Beginning in 2022, Hardwick Crossing 
Country Club has experienced a signifi-
cant renaissance following the purchase of 
the former Dunroamin Country Club by 
Kenneth Uracius, who owns and operates 
Stone & Lime Inc, a prominent historic 
restoration company. Renovations and ad-
ditions to the property include an overhaul 
of  the former clubhouse, improvements to 
the course layout and greens, and the con-
struction of  a full-service restaurant and 
modern banquet room.

Proceeds from the golf  fundraiser will 
benefit the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 

Commerce and its on-going mission to 
assist its more than two-hundred member 
businesses succeed and grow with pro-
grams and initiatives throughout the year.

Interested participants and sponsors 
can visit QHMA.com for full details.

About the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce

Established in 1978 and headquartered 
in Palmer, the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce’s purpose is to advance eco-
nomic growth, interests and tourism for 
our members through policies, programs 
and development in the Quaboag Hills 
region, including the 15 towns of  Belcher-
town, Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brook-
field, Hardwick, Holland, Monson, New 
Braintree, North Brookfield, Palmer, Spen-
cer, Wales, Ware, Warren and West Brook-
field.

Quaboag Hills Chamber announces 2024 golf fundraiser

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – The Lake 
Wickaboag Preservation 
Association will hold 
its annual membership 
meeting downstairs in 
the Barn at the Salem 
Cross Inn on Thursday, 
Aug. 15.  

Please park in front 
of the Inn and get to 
the downstairs Barn by 
walking through the lob-
by. A social gathering be-
ginning at 7 p.m. will pre-
cede the meeting starting 
at 7:30 p.m.  

During the social 
time, LWPA merchan-
dise such as T-shirts, tote 
bags, glassware and more 
will be available for sale 
along with scorecards for 
the LWPA’s 7th Annual 
Poker Run.    

The meeting will kick 
off with a brief business 
meeting, followed by 
committee updates and 
a vote on amended by-
laws. This year’s meeting 
theme is a “Cultural and 
Environmental History 
of Lake Wickaboag,” 
presented by Amy Dugas, 
Co-President, Quaboag 
Historical Society.

The evening will end 
with a raffle drawing for 
a Salem Cross gift cer-
tificate.  Members and 
non-members are invited 
to attend. 

For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
lakewickaboag.com or 
contact LWPA Presi-
dent, Mary Beth Czaja 
by emailing marybeth@
northamericantool.com 
or calling 508-245-1895.

LWPA’s 
Annual 
Meeting 
to be held 
Aug. 15
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ....

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 8/1/24-8/7/24

$129

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

$299
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGH 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$222
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE .............. $555

lb

lb
$155

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL SMOKED HAM ......

lb USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SEA BASS 
FILLETS ........................................... $799

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$899
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$888
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

NY STRIP STEAKS ........................

$499

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$237
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............. BEEF

TENDERLOIN

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

lb

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

$988
lb

CUT
FREE

$299
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
CHICKEN THIGHS ..................

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Merry and Gary Pellegrino of West Brookfield made a surprise visit to the Porter Memorial Library in 
Blandford, sporting their Merriam-Gilbert summer reading t-shirts. This made number 90 of all their  
library stops so far.  TURLEY PHOTO BY MARY KRONHOLM

West Brookfield couple 
stop at 90th library

BARRE – This Sunday, Aug. 4, the 
Quabbin Community Band will cel-
ebrate and show appreciation to the 
wonderful town of  Barre as it cele-
brates its 250th anniversary. 

A town that has supported the band 
through 51 years of  existence, the lo-
cation of  concerts on the beautiful 
Barre Common has been the jewel in 
the crown of  New England communi-
ty band traditions for more than half  
a century. 

Known far and wide as a town that 
hosts a regional school system with 
strong support for music and the arts, 
the Quabbin Community Band con-
certs have always been unique in sever-
al ways; offering a very full summer’s 
worth of  programming (nine weekly 
concerts, June-August), playing com-

pletely different music each and every 
week, and playing music from a pro-
fessional library that features classical-
ly difficult arrangements. 

For this special anniversary pro-
gram, the band will perform “Ameri-
can Civil War Fantasy” by Jerry Bilik, 
“Mannin Veen” by Haydn Wood, “A 
Lincoln Portrait” composed by Aar-
on Copland and narrated by former 
state senator Steve Brewer, “America 
The Beautiful” joined by Barre’s own 
Circle of  Song Chorale, and so many 
others. 

Alumni from the band have been 
invited to return to the bandstand for 
this memorable occasion which begins 
at 6 p.m. on Sunday. In the event of 
rain, the concert will be moved to the 
Barre Town Hall. 

The Quabbin Community “Alumni” Band from one year ago next to the Harding Allen Bandstand, celebrating 
the band’s 50th anniversary. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Quabbin Community Band celebrates 
Barre’s 250th Anniversary

OAKHAM – The Sons of  the 
American Legion, Post 244, West 
Brookfield is hosting its 19th Annual 
“Scholarship Scramble” Golf  Tourna-
ment on Saturday, Aug. 10, at Quail 
Hollow Country Club. 

The tournament is 18 holes and has 

an 8 a.m. shotgun start. A chicken din-
ner will follow at the Legion Post in 
West Brookfield.

The cost is $120 per person and 
must be received by Aug. 3. For more 
information, call Kevin at 774-230-
3262.

Sons of Legion host scholarship golf tournament
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Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 
both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 

We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley Publications  Election Policy 
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CURREN T

Dear Editor,
I am writing on behalf of everyone at Sec-

ond Chance Animal Services to express our 
gratitude and appreciation for the tremen-
dous support we received for the 12th Annu-
al Second Chance Golf Tournament. 

This event was a great success made pos-
sible by generous sponsors and supporters.

The tournament was held to raise funds 
for programs to benefit the undeserved at 
Second Chance Community Veterinary Hos-
pitals, a cause near and dear to my heart. 

Our four hospitals in North Brookfield, 
Southbridge, Springfield, and Worcester 
provide access to full-service veterinary care.  

Each location offers subsidized rates to those 
that qualify so all pets can get the care they 
need.  

This helps keep pets in their homes with 
the people they love.

Thank you to the golfers who joined us for 
a fun-filled day of golf at Cold Spring Coun-
try Club.  We are particularly grateful to our 
sponsors including Ted and Barbara Hebert 
of Teddy Bear Pools and Spas, St. Germain 
Investment Management and Tito’s Hand-
made Vodka, as well as all the prize and auc-
tion item donors, and volunteers who made 
this event possible. 

Your contributions helped us reach our 

fundraising goals and bring awareness to our 
mission. The generosity shown by our com-
munity is a testament to the importance of 
animal welfare and highlights the significant 
role that animals play in our lives. 

We could not have achieved this success 
without the support of our community.

On behalf of Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices, I extend a heartfelt thank you to every-
one who supported the event. Your contribu-
tions are deeply appreciated.

Sincerely,
Lindsay Doray

Chief Development Officer
Second Chance Animal Services

I always have such high hopes for my to-
mato plants. 

They go into the ground so healthy 
and green and for the first few weeks man-
age to stay that way. Then the inevitable yel-
lowing and dropping of  some bottom leaves 
happens from early blight.  

The plants are outgrowing their cages 
and this point, though, so I just accept this 
as a normal condition and get excited for 
the first harvest. Some tomatoes look OK, 
but others are exhibiting strange, less than 
perfect, symptoms.  

Read on to learn which conditions are 
which and what that means for your harvest.

My paste tomatoes in particular seem to 

always be susceptible to blossom end rot. It 
looks exactly as it sounds and is character-
ized by leathery brown or black spots on the 
bottom of the fruit.  

Usually, it is seen on the first few devel-
oping tomatoes and occurs when there is 
trouble with calcium absorption. 

The plan of  action for this year would be 
to regulate your watering, since calcium as-
similation can get botched up when plants 
suffer from drought. Applying a layer of 
mulch will help to encourage the deep root-
ing that is essential for nutrient transmis-
sion.  

In the meantime, send a sample of  your 
soil off  to the UMass Extension Service 
Soil Testing Lab and adjust calcium levels 
per their recommendation if  need be. If  by 
chance you are growing a new variety of  to-
mato and are experiencing blossom end rot 
for the first time, consider switching to an-
other variety; some are more susceptible to 
it than others.  

In my garden it is habitually only the 
paste tomatoes that suffer. 

Regarding harvest and use: if  you cut the 
end of  the tomato off  and then cut into the 

seed cavity and there is no black area, feel 
free to use. Sometimes there will be sections 
of  black within the cavity but not always.  

This malady can also be seen on pep-
pers and eggplants. Sometimes, though, sun 
scald can sort of  look like blossom end rot 
in peppers. Planting peppers closer together 
so that foliage shields developing fruit can 
help with that issue.

Fruit cracking around the stem, either in 
rings or radiating downward is caused by 
overwatering; we or Mother Nature can be 
at fault. This year I will blame her for some 
of  it.  

A little over a week ago many garden-
ers in the area received an inch or more of 
rain in two separate deluges. Keep in mind 
that most veggies require about an inch per 
week. Adjust your irrigation to accommo-
date.  

As mentioned above, mulches do well to 
moderate soil moisture; if  you mulch, you 
can water less often! If  cracking ends up be-
ing a big problem for you, consider scouring 
the seed catalogs for varieties that are resis-
tant to it. 

As long as the cracks are fresh, and ha-
ven’t begun to show mold, I use the fruit 
anyway.

Another problem many gardeners expe-
rience is a condition called yellow shoul-
ders, in which tomatoes never ripen fully on 
the top or stem end. This is usually a genetic 
problem, but it can be lessened by allowing 
the fruit to ripen slowly under the cover of 
surrounding foliage rather than out in the 
open.  

High organic matter content and a pH of 
6.4 or lower is said to help with this condi-
tion –another good reason to have your soil 
tested and see where it stands.  

You can still use these tomatoes. Simply 
cut that portion off  or use it regardless.

These conditions don’t have to mean the 
end of  your harvest. By working around the 
issues, making some minor adjustments and 
choosing appropriate resistant varieties, to-
mato sauce is still in your future!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 32 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Tournament helped raise money for subsidized pet care

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Letter-To-The-Editor

Tomato dreams and then there’s reality
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www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Dunstable 11.49A farm/land $799,900
Hardwick 1.86 &2 acre lots $55,000 each
New Braintree 3.4 acres perk $59,900
Monson 28+ acres (poss.4 Lots) $259,900
Monson 63 acres $280,000
New Salem 5.8 acres $94,900
Southbridge 30 acres town util. $159,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Waterfrt Call for details
Sturbridge 11+ acres swr/wtr $149,900
Ware 5+acres perked $53,900
Warren 4.5+Acres (perc) $29,900

Many of the lots have perc tests, 
some have septic designs.

CALL FOR DETAILS
 AND LOCATIONS.

CALL TODAY!

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 12-2

WARE – Large commercial building with multiple drive-in 
doors with mostly high ceilings, 3 office areas, 3 phase power 
on 4+ acres.  Available now.   $290,000

NEW BRAINTREE – Bring your dreams and visions to this 
beautifully located mini-farm. Circa 1790’s farm has plenty 
of space for everyone and I hear life on the farm is the best. 
Be self-sufficient here have cows, goats, chickens, dogs and 
plenty of room for lots of fruits and veggies with the fencing to 
protect it. Almost 9 acres mostly open.  $575,000

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

WARE – It’s August and the Ware Grange Fair is 
right around the corner.

The 77th Annual Ware Grange Fair will feature fun 
new events and returning favorites, and will take place 
on Saturday, Aug. 24. 

New this year is a fun dog show. The Fun Dog 
Show is a family-friendly event where any dog is wel-
come to enter. 

It is not a professional dog show - the goal is to have 
fun and let members of the community show off their 
adorable dogs. Dogs will be judged in categories such 
as Waggiest Tail, Best Trick and Best Dressed. 

Winning dogs will receive a ribbon and prize. Reg-
istration begins at 1:30 p.m. and the show begins at 
2:30 p.m. 

The Dog House K9 Rescue will be at the fair from 
1-2:30 p.m. providing information on their organiza-
tion and collecting donations for the dogs at their res-
cue. Donations of dog food, treats, beds and blankets 
would be greatly appreciated.

Another new event for 2024 is the Plushie Party and 
Parade. Kids can bring their favorite stuffed animal to 
join in the fun. 

The party will include a story, parade, dancing and 
games. Plushies will be judged in categories such as 
Most Loved and Most Unique. Winners in the plushie 
judging and games will receive a prize. The fun begins 
at noon. 

This year’s fair will feature a new and improved 
barbecue dinner with an expanded menu and the re-
turn of our famous baked beans. The menu includes 
pulled pork, chicken, brisket, baked beans, coleslaw, 
cornbread, dessert and drink for $25. 

The barbecue can be enjoyed outside under the 
tent, and take-out is also available. Reservations are 
required by calling 413-284-1135 or emailing ware-
grange@comcast.net. 

Many favorites are returning for this year’s fair, in-
cluding the bake sale, raffles, games, burgers and hot 
dogs available in the afternoon, and the auction. Live 
music will be performed by Brianna Lamb starting at 
3:30 p.m. for attendees to enjoy during dinner. 

For 77 years, the Ware Grange Fair has provided 
Massachusetts residents with an opportunity to exhib-
it and earn ribbons and prizes for vegetables, flowers, 
arts and crafts, photography, and many other cate-
gories. Those interested in exhibiting in the fair for a 
chance to win ribbons and prizes should bring their 
exhibits to the Ware Grange Hall at 297 Belchertown 
Road on Thursday, Aug. 22 between 5-7 p.m. or Fri-
day, Aug. 23 between 9-11 a.m. 

Judging will take place on Friday afternoon and the 
hall will open to the public on Friday evening at 5 p.m. 
Most of the fun takes place on Saturday, Aug. 24 with 
the hall opening at 9 a.m. and most of the events oc-
curring in the afternoon and concluding that evening 
with the auction at 6 p.m. 

There are many things to do throughout the day. 
For the full schedule of events and contest information 
for exhibitors, visit Ware Grange’s website at ware-
grange.org. You can also call 413-284-1135 or email 
waregrange@comcast.net for more information. 

77th annual Ware Grange Fair held on Aug. 24

Blue ribbon-winning quilted, knitted and crocheted items were dis-
played at last year’s fair.

This youth wildflower arrangement won first place and a special ribbon 
at last year’s Ware Grange Fair. This year’s fair will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 24 starting at 9 a.m. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

NORTH BROOKFIELD – North Brookfield Sav-
ings Bank is excited to announce the return of their 
annual Back to School Supply Drive, an initiative ded-
icated to supporting local students and ensuring they 
have the essential tools for a successful academic year. 

They believe that every child, regardless of their 
financial circumstances, should have the opportunity 
to start the school year feeling confident, excited, and 
ready to learn. That is why North Brookfield Savings 
Bank is kicking off the seventh year of their over-
whelmingly popular Back-to-School Supply Drive.

This year’s drive will run from Aug. 1 through Aug. 
31, and North Brookfield Savings Bank is calling on 
the community to join in this important effort. NBSB 
will be collecting school supplies and monetary dona-
tions at all branch locations in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown and 
Three Rivers. 

All collected supplies will be distributed to local 
schools.

“We believe that every child deserves the resourc-
es they need to thrive in school,” said Audrey Moul-
ton, Marketing Manager at North Brookfield Savings 
Bank in a press release. “Our Back to School Supply 
Drive is a way for us to give back and help equip stu-
dents with the supplies they need to succeed. We look 
forward to this year’s drive and look forward to mak-
ing an impact on the lives of our local students.”

To learn more about North Brookfield Savings 
Bank’s community giving efforts and all the conve-
nient banking products and services offered, visit 
www.NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com.

Some suggested school supply donation items that 
can be dropped at any North Brookfield Savings Bank 
branch location are: new backpacks (unisex), con-
struction paper, spiral notebooks, disinfecting wipes, 
12” standard rulers, #2 pencils, pencil sharpeners, 
pencil case, colored pencils, washable markers, erasers, 
glue sticks, scissors and tissues.

NBSB announces return 
of annual Back to School 
Supply Drive

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The North Brookfield 
Cultural Council is looking for input from residents. 

If  you are a resident, please fill out our survey on 
the North Brookfield Cultural Council Facebook page 
by Aug.15. 

Are you are interested in the arts, humanities and 
sciences? The cultural council is also looking for new 
members.  If  you’d like to join the Council, email 
nbculturalcouncil@gmail.com.

Cultural Council seeks 
input from residents
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JOB FAIR – August 7th 
Join the Green Gold Team!

 

Green Gold Group 
will be hosting a Job Fair on 

Tuesday, August 7th from 5:00-8:00pm
at St. Stanislaus Polish Club,

2114 Main St, Three Rivers, MA 01080
 

Cannabis Dispensary, 
Green Gold Group is coming to Palmer!

We are looking for hardworking, dedicated team 
members to staff our new retail store. 

Available positions are General Manager, 
Sales Floor Manager, Inventory Manager, 

Check-in/Security, and Sales Team members. 
Full-time and part-time work available. 

All positions require availability for day, night, 
weekend and holiday shifts. 

All positions subject to background/CORI check. 
Must be 21 years of age to apply.

 
Don’t miss out on this exciting

opportunity to enter the cannabis
industry by joining the Green Gold team!

HELP WANTED
DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTOR

Description
Drivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation 
service! The Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, 
connecting residents to their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, 
responsible drivers to be the face that community members see while 
traveling to work, medical appointments, grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: 
We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time 
opportunities. 6AM-2PM shifts and 3PM-7PM shifts for van operators 
available starting at $16.00/hour. We are also looking for full-time 
CDL Class B drivers starting at $27/hour. 

Application Process:
Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an 
application or visit our website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. 
If you have any questions, please call (413) 667-7196.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence 
through diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions 
regardless of race, color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, 
age, disability, marital or military status, genetic information, sexual 
orientation, or any other legally protected status. 

Though in a sense, it may have been obscured, it never 
died, and on the Sturbridge Common, Gabel and the 
band proved it never will.

The folks assembled were a range of ages and had 
brought their lawn chairs. Some did not even feel the 
necessity of a seat.

A dapper fellow, Arjuan, was dressed to the nines 
with a blue blazer and a straw hat of the style known 
as a boater. He had a blanket and was seated on the 
lawn. Had they been giving awards, Arjuan would have 
won best dressed.

We caught up with Sturbridge town historian, Bob 
Briere. The position may not be official, but he is ac-
claimed so. He was with Sylvia Buck who is the Town 
of Warren’s unofficial historian.

Steve Sandberg was manning the Sturbridge Cable 
Access to record the concert.

Vendor Jeff Sauvageau brought his Savage Wraps 
to feed the inner man and woman and Alturist Brew-
ing came to help wash it down.

At about 6 p.m., Sturbridge Parks and Recreation 
announced the program and the band began with the 
instrumental tune, “Boston Rocker,” with Gabel com-
ing on stage to play trombone. 

Rousing as it was, Gabel spoke to what seemed the 
theme of the evening; “Let’s Get Away From It All.”

The song, from all the way back in 1941, was re-
corded by many, and why not, with the pleasant escap-
ist lyrics:

“Let’s take a boat to Bermuda
Let’s take a plane to Saint Paul
Let’s take a kayak to Quincy or Nyack
Let’s get away from it all”

The band leader introduced the vocalist, Kimberly 
Hawkey from Schenectady, New York. She was stun-
ningly attired in a red gown that did not distract from 
her lovely voice.

Vaughan Monroe’s “Seems Like Old Times” was 
next to be followed by the signature tune of the Duke 
Ellington Orchestra, “Take the ‘A’ Train”. 

On to “I’ve Heard That Sound Before”, a Sinatra 
favorite.

There were some intros of band members, more 
than your correspondent can remember, including lead 
alto Jeff Fennel, bass Justin Myers and rhythm guitar 
Bill Doyle.

Then onto more music. George Gershwin and Artie 
Shaw were next up.

After that, Gabel spoke to your correspondent’s 
past. From 1955 to 1971, Saturday nights saw a big 
band on TV. The Lawrence Welk Show featured his 
orchestra. Parents loved it. The kids, not so much.

The Welk show featured an accordion virtuoso, 
Myron Floren. The Abletones in Sturbridge refer-
enced Welk and had an accordionist on the team by 
the name of Sonny Barbato. Plus ça change, plus c’est 
la même chose!

At half time, Gabel would compliment the Lions 
and the Rotary, then more music with Gabel in good 
form singing “Mr. Sandman”.

The night would continue with more “Boston Rock-
er” and “Let’s Get Away From It All”. 

And, so it would go for the rest of the evening. A 
couple, not as well dressed as Arjuan maybe, would 
skillfully swing dance as the music played. It was obvi-
ous everyone was enjoying the show.

If you missed the Thursday performance, Dan Ga-
bel and The Abletones will be releasing an album fea-
turing the music of the evening this September.

ABLETONES   I  FROM PAGE 1

Altruist Brewing provided cold, refreshing beers. Turley Photos by Rich-
ard Murphy

Steve Sandberg recorded the event for Sturbridge 
Community Television.

Arjuan was the evening’s “best dressed” guest. Historians Sylvia Buck and Bob Briere enjoyed the concert. Swing dancers move to the sounds of The 
Abletones.
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Large Outdoor 
Dining Seating Area

Golf Course
Open To The Public

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering & Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

When: Saturday, November 16, 2024 5PM
Where: Teresa’s, Ware
Please RSVP (Yes or No) 

by September 1 to:
74warehsreunion@gmail.com

More information to come.
You can also see us on Facebook:

WHS Class of ‘74

5050th th ReunionReunion5050th th ReunionReunion

Ware High School
Class of 1974

Part Time Library 
Assistant Position

Tuesdays 2pm-6pm & Fridays 4pm-7pm.
Also some fill in hours when needed. 

Computer skills necessary. 
Knowledge of Dewey Decimal System.

Should be able to follow directions 
and be detail orientated.

Full job description at the library. 
Send resume to 

Gilbertville Public Library, 
PO Box 535, Gilbertville, MA 01031 

by August 2, 2024. 
Position begins Sept.10, 2024.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

“We wanted to create a space that was welcoming 
for everyone, as well as educational,” said Interim 
Director Brianna Lamb. “Pollinators like bees and 
butterflies are very important to our ecosystem, and 
planting a pollinator garden was a wonderful way of 
bringing them into the community space and teach-
ing people about them. Not to mention the flowers are 
beautiful!” 

Lamb researched all the plants that would be go-
ing into the garden and carefully planned where they 
would be planted in the beds. 

Inishowen Farms of North Brookfield graciously 
donated many of the native flowering plants such as 
black eyed susans, blazing star, and butterfly weed. 
Native seedlings were also purchased from That’s a 
Plenty Farm, a native plant nursery in Hadley. 

Although many of these plants are past their flow-
ering stage for this year, they will be well established 
and flourishing by this time next year. Native plants 
are specifically adapted to grow in our area and require 
less maintenance than other more exotic species.

Volunteers of all ages from the community helped 
out at the library to clear the garden beds and plant 
the flowers. The children were especially excited to be 
involved in the project, helping to dig holes, weed, and 
water.

Going forward, the library will also be putting up 
educational signs about the pollinator garden, as well 
as individual plant labels, and a stepping stone path-
way. 

If you would like to create your own pollinator 
garden, the library also has a Pollinator Garden Card 
Deck available to check out from their collection. This 
deck goes in depth for each plant, giving specific re-
quirements and statistics.

“My hope is that this garden brings a bit of color 
and warmth to the area, and is utilized both by our 
library patrons and community members, and our pol-
linator friends,” said Lamb. 

The library would like to thank the Friends and 
Trustees of the library, Inishowen Farms, and the com-
munity members who offered their help.

POLLINATOR   I  FROM PAGE 1

This young library patron helped plant native flowers in the pollinator 
garden. SUBMITTED PHOTO BY ELLEN SMITH

Interim Library Director Brianna Lamb organized the planting of the pol-
linator garden. She is shown at the library’ new wheelchair accessible 
picnic table.

WEST BROOKFIELD – The Lake Wickaboag 
Preservation Association will host its 7th Annual Pok-
er Run on Saturday, Aug. 24 from 2-5 p.m.; in case of 
a rain out, the rain date will be the following Saturday 
on Aug. 31, also from 2-5 p.m.  

The event is always a good way to meet up with 
friends, enjoy the wonders of Lake Wickaboag and 
have a good time. The LWPA Poker Run has little 
to do with poker, beyond using the hand rankings to 
score the game. 

To play, all players need is a scoresheet and a win-
ning attitude.

On the day of the Poker Run, players can purchase 
a scoresheet at any of the five dealer pontoon boats 
marked with red flags for a $20 donation to the LWPA 
(cash preferred). Scoresheet in hand, players can then 
take a leisurely cruise to each of the dealer boats in any 
order they choose to be dealt one card. 

To improve their chances of a winning hand, play-
ers can also purchase an extra card at any one of the 
dealer boats for an additional $10. Dealers will mark 
cards dealt on players’ scoresheets and for final hands 
to be counted and scored, players must turn in their 
scoresheets to any dealer boat no later than 5 p.m. 

LWPA volunteers will tabulate and score all score-
sheets, and the winner of the game will be the player 
who has the best five-card poker hand at the end of 
the event. Second and third place winners will also be 
determined by their hands. 

Winners will be announced at 7 p.m. at the Boat 
Club, or reached by phone.

For more information, visit the Lake Wickaboag 
Preservation Association Facebook page or lakewick-
aboag.com.

LWPA to host its 7th 
Annual Poker Run 
on Aug. 24

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.
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ter purchasing Janine’s Frostee back in 
2005. In honor of the ice cream parlor’s 
50th anniversary as a business, Morris-
sette wanted to offer an event that would 
highlight not only the business but offer 
something different in the community. 
In 2006, the annual Car Show at Janines 
was born. 

“Folks like it because it is different,” 
Morrissette said. “It’s a perfect day for 
this year.”

This year’s Car Show is sponsored 
by St. Germain Insurance, Inc. and 
Monson Savings Bank. There were over 
100 raffle prizes generously donated by 
many local businesses in the area. All 
proceeds from the Annual Car Show 
will benefit the local charity, Trail Life 
USA. 

Trail Life USA is a faith-based Scout-
like organization providing youth men-
torship and character development to 
boys in the United States. Morrissette 
says the number of cars that are regis-
tered every year for the show is always 
different but anywhere from 120-150 
cars. 

From vintage cars to new models. 
Some vehicles that made their appear-
ance are nearly 100 years old. 

Ever year the Annual Car Show at 
Janine’s Frostee supports a charity. In 
the past the car show has supported 
charities such as Big Brothers, Big Sis-
ters and the Mary Lane Cancer Care 
Unit. 

This year Trail Life USA is a local 
charity being supported. Attending the 
car show with information about Trail-
er Life USA is Troop Ministry Liaison 
Chris Forgues of Troop 2077. Forgues 
says Trailer Life USA provides outdoor 
adventures for young boys from ages 
5-17. 

“The support has been astounding,” 
Forgues said in regards to the annu-
al car show benefiting Trail Life USA. 
The organization provides outdoor life 
skills, fishing, camping, fire starting 
skills for young boys to learn. 

There were T-shirts, raffles, a 50/50 
raffle and a ticket wheel available that 
raised more money for Trail Life USA. 
For more information on Trail Life 
USA, visit www.traillifeusa.com. 

More information can also be found 

on the Quaboag Church Facebook 
Page. The Quaboag Church is based out 
of Brookfield. 

Over 100 cars, some dating back 
to the 1920s, were displayed all over 
Janine’s Frostee. Many owners were 
proud to be showcasing their cars on 
beautiful summer weekend. Jeannie 
Odiorne of Ware has been going to the 
Janine’s Frostee Car Show ever since 
year one and got to showcase two vin-
tage vehicles. 

The first one she talked about was a 
mint green 1939 Chevrolet Coupe. The 
story behind this car is it was its first 
time out of the garage in 15 years. 

In addition to the Chevrolet Coupe, 
Odiorne also had a 1944 Chevy Pickup 
Truck. 

John Tebo is a proud car owner of 
only one vehicle that could be seen as 
you’re driving by the front parking lot 
of Janine’s Frostee. Tebo is the owner of 
a 1978 Chevrolet Malibu. 

With a new paint job and spectacu-
lar interior, this Malibu has been under 
Tebo’s ownership since 2006, but wasn’t 
fully restored until 2011. 

Tebo has been coming to the Car 
Show at Janine’s for seven years and al-
ways brings the Malibu with him. 

“One car is enough,” Tebo said. 
Another unique vehicle was a 1970 

Jaguar XKE. Owners Vinnie and Mar-
ion of Westfield attended their first 
Car Show at Janine’s Frostee with this 
unique car with a redyed original inte-
rior. 

This took the owners seven years to 
be restored and has been owned by the 
couple since 1984. 

The Car Show featured food, ice 
cream, live music by Belchertown-based 
band, The Willies and a road trip back 
in time with vintage cars and trucks. 
One of the oldest vehicles on display 
was a yellow 1923 Ford Model T. Some 
of the newer vehicles included a 2015 
Nissan GTR and a 2019 Dodge Chal-
lenger. 

Janine’s Frostee is located at 149 East 
St. and offers food, ice cream and has 
live music throughout the year. Next 
year’s Car Show at Janine’s will be the 
20th anniversary. 

CAR SHOW   I  FROM PAGE 1

The 19th Annual Janine’s Frostee Car Show took place this past Saturday with over 100 cars displayed. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

The Willies were performing at the Car Show for the first time. 

Car owner Jeannie Odiorne alongside her husband’s 1939 Chevy Coupe 
that has been in a garage for nearly 15 years. 

1970 Jaguar XKE owned by Vinnie and Marion took about seven years 
to restore. 

This 1978 Chevy Malibu took owner John Tebo five years to restore. 

A 1969 Pontiac GTO nicknamed “The Judge”. 

A 1978 red Chevy Corvette in front of Janine’s Frostee building. Guests 
could see the interior and engine of the vehicle. 

A 1957 Chevy Bel Air owned by Al Loncto of Westhampton. This 1978 Dodge Challenger is a rare vehicle and is owned by Perry 
Bechthold. 
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MANSFIELD – The heat 
is on and so are the Quab-
bin boys basketball team as 
they posted a perfect 5-0 re-
cord at the Northeast Wal-
ly Seaver Tournament to 
claim the championship title.   
The action took place at 
Mass. Premier in Mansfield 
with teams from all over 
the northeast participat-
ing in divisional pool play.   
The Quabbin team, led by se-
niors Kyle Clark, Quinn Geary, 
Bryce Venne, Jaxon Warbur-
ton, Zeke Santoro along with 
a hard-working underclassmen 
squad went 5-0 to claim the title.  
Impressive wins over Hull, 
Scituate, David Prouty, Keefe 
Tech and Monty Tech in the 
finals gave coaches Steve Car-
rington and Alan Crane, along 
with a good number of fans in 
attendance. much to celebrate.   
Quabbin was led in scoring by 

With wins over Hull, Scituate, David Prouty, Keefe Tech and Monty Tech the Quabbin team took the championship at the Seaver Tournament at Mass. Premier.  Shown are (l-r): Kyle 
Clark, Quinn Geary, Zeke Santoro, Jaxon Warburton, Aiden Crane, Bryce Venne, Brady Patchen, Evan Sherblom, Jacoby Venne and Collin Laclare.  SUBMITTED PHOTO

Quabbin Captures Seaver Hoop Tournament Title

See QUABBIN  I   PAGE 11

St. Joe’s ties up series
PALMER – In the second game of a three-game se-

ries last Thursday night between Teddy Bear Pools and 
St. Joe’s in the Tri-County League playoffs, St. Joe’s 
came from behind to defeat Teddy Bear Pools 10-9 in 
extra innings to tie their best-of-three series at 1-1. Due 
to umpire shortages, the third game has been delayed 
several days. The third matchup was scheduled take 
place Tuesday, July 30 with the winner going on to face 
perennial league champion PeopleBank.

Joe DeMichele tries to get an out at first. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMBrandon Magni extends for a throw to get a runner.

Nate Morse fires to the plate. Devin Slattery, of Ware, slings a throw to first.

LUDLOW – After a phenomenal season, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers were defeated for just the third time this season. The Pi-
oneers lost 2-1 against Lionsbridge FC on the road. The Pioneers 
opened up the playoffs with a 3-1 win against FC Motown. The 
Pioneers season ends at 13-3-1. 

Pioneers defeated in 
second round of playoffs

Lawrence God-
dard sends a 
shot on goal. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.
COM

Leonel Vergara makes a throw-in. Aiden Kelly goes for a long pass.
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WEST SPRING-
FIELD – The Quabbin 
Valley Over-28 Baseball 
League continues Sun-
day morning action into 
August with just three 
more games remaining 
in its regular season. 
So far, the Orioles are 
at the top of  the league 
followed by the Tigers 
in second place. 

The Quabbin League 
playoffs will follow, and 
this year, the league will 
be hosting a fall league 
for players 28 and over. 

Quabbin League regular season nearing end

WALPOLE, N.H. - A busy stretch of 
four races in four weeks for the Gran-
ite State Pro Stock Series wraps up this 
Friday night at one of the series’ staple 
venues.

Lee USA Speedway, only a short 
drive from the New Hampshire sea-
coast, welcomes the GSPSS back for 
their first of two visits this year with this 
Friday’s Clash on Calef 125.

Unique among the tracks on this 
year’s GSPSS itinerary, Lee hosts its 
own regular Pro Stock division, welcom-
ing the class back to its weekly program 
a few years ago. Lee’s own big-ticket Pro 
Stock shows earlier this year boasted 
plenty of names familiar to GSPSS fans 
and followers. But Friday night’s show-
down, named for the state highway on 
which Lee has been situated since the 
1960s, is the first opportunity for those 
Pro Stock wheelmen to score points to-
ward the series crown.

That contest took an intriguing turn 
Saturday evening at Speedway 95, with 
hometown hero Mike Hopkins the fifth 
different driver to wave the GSPSS 
checkered flag this season. The two 
strongest title threats in attendance, Ca-

sey Call and Evan Beaulieu, each faced 
their own pitfalls in the race. But where 
Call exited early with chassis damage, 
Beaulieu recovered from a mid-race spin 
to finish fifth, chipping away at Call’s 
healthy advantage.

Call’s calamity ended a season-open-
ing streak of finishing no worse than 
fourth, while Beaulieu has back-to-back 
top-fives after a slow start. Both drivers 
have a lot of work ahead to be ready for 
Friday, and with the season’s deepest en-
try list in hand, winning promises to be 
a tall order.

A trio of Maine rookies have run 
the majority of the races this year, with 
Jamie Wright, Morgan Call and Mill-
er Buzzell all set to carry on their sea-
son-long efforts at Lee. Joining them 
from the Pine Tree State is veteran Gary 
Smith and multi-track titlist Dave Far-
rington, Jr., who won his GSPSS debut 
back in 2016.

Wiscasset Speedway veteran and 
2023 Speedway 95 winner Josh St. Clair 
is on the entry list, as well as Nick Jen-
kins and Matt Dow. Cole Robie, who 
hails from Maine, but has Granite State 
ties through his father Jarod and grand-

father Carleton, plans to make his series 
debut as he graduates from Legends and 
Bandoleros into full-size fendered cars 
this season.

Local racers Bobby Baillargeon, 
Bobby Frappier and Frankie Eldredge 
plan to put their Lee expertise to the 
test. Dan Winter has stepped up his 
GSPSS appearances this year and wants 
to replicate his top-five run at Star 
Speedway in May’s season opener. Andy 
Shaw missed the season opener, but he 
and the Dale Drew Racing team have 
been at every event since.

Massachusetts teammates Alex 
Quarterley and Jeremy Sorel are back 
for more GSPSS action, with Sorel still 
smiling after his second-place finish at 
Claremont Motorsports Park earlier 
this month. 

Cory Casagrande is back after a week 
off, with the Connecticut star anxious to 
avenge a hard crash at Lee a month ago. 
Fellow Nutmeg Stater Anthony Bello is 
back with the series as well, racing for 
Maine car owner Shawn Knight.

With big-league racing on a summer 
recess, Maine native and NASCAR 
spotter Derek Kneeland is dusting off  

his race car for his first GSPSS start 
since 2022. Kneeland accompanied his 
driver, Kyle Busch, to June’s Keen Parts 
150 at Lee, where he and Busch both 
outlasted the carnage to post top-five 
finishes.

But the early favorites are sure to be 
those who have a record of past success 
at Lee. Ryan Green’s redemption arc re-
mains in play after a grinding crash at 
June sidelined his own race car. Green 
borrowed a car from friend Joey Doiron 
to race at Claremont this month, rein-
troduced his repaired mount at Hudson 
two weeks ago, and will be a threat in 
whichever car he brings to the track this 
week.

Brandon Barker, the first Pro Stock 
champion at Lee after the division’s 
revival a couple years back, won the 
Keen Parts 150 in June and took home 
a $10,000 prize. Barker has a pair of 
GSPSS wins at Lee in 2018 and 2019 
and would love to add to the trophy 
case.

Reigning Lee track champion Wayne 
Helliwell, Jr. last won a GSPSS feature 
in 2014, a dry spell the New Hampshire 

Hopkins takes the checkered flag in Calef 125

See HOPKINS   I   PAGE 11

The Tigers’ Brad Bullough delivers a pitch. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMThe Braves Jamie Ryan throws to first.

Adam Kinney, of Wilbraham, delivers a pitch for the Braves. Justin Morin fields the bouncer to third. Colin Fecteau makes a throw across the diamond.
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senior center Kyle Clark and freshman 
Brady Patchen as they both averaged 
double figures in all five games to spark 
the offense. Clark was immense off the 
defensive and offensive boards posting 
double figures in rebounding each game. 
He simply dominated the low post and 
continues to elevate his overall game. 
Standout defensive guard Jaxon War-
burton demonstrated why many con-
sider him the premier lock-up shut 
down defender in Central Mass. by 
holding his assigned leading scorers to 
less than half their average. Warbur-
ton was also showed off his offensive 
skills in scoring 18 points against Scit-
uate while getting in the scoring column 
in all five games which was needed.   
    Add contributions at both ends of the 
court by teammate Bryce Venne, who 
also is a definite factor pressuring the 
basketball all over the court   and now 
has emerged as a leading rebounder as 
well. The slasher can get down the court 
in record transition time.

The team was bolstered in the Da-
vid Prouty, Keefe Tech and Monty 
Tech games by the arrival of co-cap-
tain Quinn Geary. There is no substi-
tute for experience and hard work and 
the 6’3 senior is all of both. His leader-
ship on the court is absolutely vital and 
very noticeable. With Geary’s ability to 
drive and drain the perimeter three the 
offense was firing on all cylinders. Car-
rington relies on his seniors and Geary 
completes the five point brotherhood of 
ballers.

Carrington was impressed by the 
versatility shown by 6’3 senior power 
forward Zeke Santoro. In the cham-
pionship game against Monty Tech, 
eventually won by the Quabbinians by 
a score of 71-68, Santoro was able to 
effectively play in the low post, knock 
down perimeter shots and than handle 
the ball successfully in the back curt 
against the press. UMass standout and 
now clinician Chris Kirkland has had 
a profound influence on both Santoro 
and Clark relating to their post skills 
and basketball knowledge.

Developing and sharpening his ball 
handling skills is 5’11 combination 
guard Brady Patchen. The incoming 
freshman is a tough matchup off the 
bounce and led the scoring parade along 
worth Clark. Patchen has been improv-
ing his defensive skills and the rise in de-
fensive pressure by the Quabbin cagers 
is credited to Patchen, Warburton and 
Venne applying tremendous ball pres-
sure on defense. Both Warburton and 
Venne have been a positive influence on 
Patchen in the defensive end and the re-
sults have spelled trouble for opponents.

Filling a necessary and vital role has 
been sophomore Evan Sherblom. The 
6’1 athletic guard has been getting gar-
nishing minutes behind seniors Warbur-
ton and Venne and allowing the start-
ers to gain valuable rest. Sherblom can 
score and his defensive prowess has also 
impressed the coaching staff. He’ll take 
the playing time whenever he can get it 
and certainly knows his role and how to 
fulfill it. No doubt he is needed,

Speaking of critical roles, the 6’2 
incoming freshman Collin Leclare has 

been backing up both Clark and San-
toro in the post game and this cannot be 
underestimated. Getting rest at certain 
junctures of the game is vital for the big 
men and having Leclare come in to ef-
fectively hold the score and add to it has 
been a factor in the team’s success.

Another incoming frosh that plays a 
necessary and important role has been 
5’8 handle Aiden Crane. With the ball 
handling duties falling lately to Brady 
Patchen, the athletic Crane has been 
able to spell players at the ball-handling 
position and also at the shooting guard 
spot. Crane is developing a deep conner 
and consistent perimeter offense and it 
has made a difference for his team.

Arriving on the scene lately and get-
ting minutes when he can is sophomore 
Jacoby Venne. The younger brother of 
speedster Bryce Venne has beeb a pleas-
ant addition to the team and is ready to 
respond when needed and called upon. 

These role players, cited by Coach 
Carrington, have defined their specific 
roles, understood it, accepted it and are 
now fulfilling it until their time will ar-
rive. And that time will come.

That example was never note evident 
than in the 67-57 win over a good David 
Pouty team as the Quabbin cagers held 
the lead the entire game and held off a 
ferocious finish to capture the victory 
and pool play.

The younger cagers are playing in the 
GameOn Summer League in Fitchburg 
and are now 4-0. The coaching strategy 
has been to allow the upcoming under-
classmen to gather as much playing time 
and experience in the varsity league be-
ing played at the GameOn facility and 
they have responded by leading their 
division.

In Auburn league play, the Quabbin-
ians had a big win over rival Quabo-
ag but lost a tight game to Whitins-
ville-Christian which they let slip away 
to even their record at 4-4. 

Carrington had added to the staff  
former Quabbin hoopster standout 
Alan Crane. Offering positive advice 
and valuable experience to each play-
er, Crane has made a difference on the 
bench and is well received and respect-
ed.

The playoffs will now begin in Au-
burn this week and Carrington and 
Crane will be preparing the team to 
make a run at another championship. 
And it will require more work, effort, 
skill and preparation.

The Assumption Shootout Tourna-
ment has finally arrived the first week 
in August and the Quabbin cagers are 
set to square off against a strong divi-
sion one slate of teams which include 
Leominster, South High and Alvirne. it 
will certainly be challenge for the locals 
but this is a team and program that will 
strive to play anyone, anytime and any-
where. They know that improvement 
and betterment is always the mission so 
each baller has embraced the challenge 
individually and as a team.

The theme this summer season has 
been that ‘preparation makes for sep-
aration’ and rolling the big rock uphill 
is hard work but it does put fans in the 
stands.
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all-star would love to erase. Helliwell’s 
longtime rival, Joey Polewarczyk, won a 
GSPSS feature at Lee that season, one 
of two touring wins at the track. “Joey 
Pole” was victorious at Hudson Speed-
way two weeks ago, his eighth series vic-
tory.

And Corey Bubar won the GSPSS’ 
last outing at Lee, taking home $8,500 
in last fall’s Bosowski Properties 150. 

The Beech Ridge Motor Speedway vet-
eran is one of several racers who came 
to Lee after Beech Ridge was shuttered, 
and one of many to find success at his 
new home track.

In a showdown between the proven 
veterans and the optimistic hopefuls, the 
sure winners are the fans in the stands 
who can take in Friday night’s on-track 
fireworks.

HOPKINS   I  FROM PAGE 10

nalized intersection would allow for 
the development of the electric vehicle 
discovery center at the site to move for-
ward. She said at this point in the design 
process, left turns are still allowed from 
Route 20 onto Hall Road. 

She said the signal was not required 
for the plaza alone, but it was necessary 
in order for the EV discovery center to 
move forward.

“This was to accommodate the EV 
discovery center with the conference 
space and the restaurant and all the ed-
ucational components of that,” Bubon 
said at the July 16 meeting.

Bubon said there is $17,770 remain-
ing in the $250,000 MassWorks Grant 
and the property owner has also con-
tributed an additional $88,000 to meet 
Massachusetts Department of Trans-
portation requirements for a study. 

Bubon said the design has changed 
several times at MassDOT’s request; 
from a signalized intersection to a 
roundabout, to a peanut roundabout, 
back to a roundabout, before ultimate-
ly returning to a signalized intersection. 
She said it’s been three years since the 
grant was administered for this project. 

Bubon said the cost for the signalized 
intersection was initially estimated at 
$2.3 million and is at the project devel-
oper’s expense.

Meeting schedule change
Bubon said the Board of Selectmen 

had previously changed the work day 
with extended evening hours to Monday 
nights. She said this has worked out well 
at Town Hall, but in the Center Office 
Building, this has caused a fluctuation 
in the hours of Bubon and her assistant.

Bubon sent the Planning Board a 
tentative schedule that will rotate with 
the Board of Selectmen’s meetings, 
while also keeping the Planning Depart-
ment’s hours more regular.

“It would probably make our lives a 
little easier, and I think make this build-
ing a little safer in the evening,” she said. 

The board approved moving its regu-
lar meetings from Tuesdays to Mondays 
going forward. 

Affordable housing consultant
Bubon said the Affordable Housing 

Trust has hired a consultant, Karen 
Sunnarborg. She said with Sunnarborg, 
the trust is working to design grant pro-
grams which will create affordable hous-

ing and help first time homebuyers get 
into homes.

“I’m really excited to work with her, 
she has a great deal of experience and 
education doing exactly this for a lot of 
other communities,” she said, including 
Boston and New York City. 

Bubon said she has also received ap-
plications for the part-time position of 
Housing Coordinator. 

GIS map
Bubon said this year’s budget includ-

ed funding for an interactive Geograph-
ic Information System map, which pro-
vides clear, updated GIS imagery every 
six months. A link to the GIS map is 
found on the Planning Department’s 
page on the town website, sturbridge.
gov.

“It has a lot of applications…as-
sessment purposes, planning purposes 
to see kind of what’s near there, wet-
lands…you can see change over time,” 
she said. “It’s a really good tool.”

She said many departments can ben-
efit from the program, including Fire 
and Police. 

Main Street parking lot
Bubon said the new parking lot at 

501 Main St., has been completed and is 
now open to the public. Signage outlin-
ing parking rules will be installed soon. 

90 Charlton Road
Bubon said all of the trees have been 

replaced along the driveway of the cold 
storage facility at 90 Charlton Rod, af-
ter they were knocked over by a trailer 
truck.

The applicant is now applying for 
a special permit to place a sign on the 
building, as well as a freestanding sign 
by the road.

Business parking
Bubon said signs will be posted des-

ignating employee parking spots for sev-
eral Main Street businesses located at 
413 and 419 Main St. Parking spots will 
be numbered and signs will be placed to 
warn people that they will be towed if  
they park in those designated spots. 

Next meeting
The next meeting of the Planning 

Board will be Monday, Aug. 19 and 
will include public hearings for a small 
parking lot for the Grand Trunk Trail 
on River Road and Americans with Dis-
abilities Act upgrades at the Recreation 
Center at Cedar Lake.

PLANS   I  FROM PAGE 1

BARRE – Laura Dusha Nelson, 
Death Literacy Specialist and End-of-
Life Doula of The Journey Before Us, 
LLC will explore “Living Fully and 
Dying Prepared” at Listening Wellness 
Center, 35 South St. on Wednesday, 
Aug. 7 from 6-7 p.m.

The session will include information 
on the tole of an End-of-Life Doula; 
gentle discussion about death, mortality 
and living fully in the present; outline of 

the “Living Fully and Dying Prepared” 
six-week workshop; questions and an-
swers and your feedback about upcom-
ing workshops.

There will be light refreshments 
including chocolates from Stewart’s 
Chocolates of Jefferson.

Please RSVP to thejourneybefo-
reus@gmail.com. For more informa-
tion, visit www.thejourneybeforeus.
com. 

Explore ‘Living Fully and Dying 
Prepared’ on Aug. 7

NORTH BROOKFIELD – From 
July 22 through Aug. 13, the Haston 
Free Public Library will temporarily 
adjust its operating hours to reflect its 
reduced staff so please mark your cal-
endars. 

The library will be open on Mondays 

and Thursdays from 4-7 p.m. and Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 2-5 p.m. The 
Trustees look forward to adding more 
operating hours in mid-August. 

Check the library’s website, Face-
book page, and signage outside the 
building for up-to-date information.

Haston library announces 
temporary summer hours
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“We have some great local people 
working on policy,” Golas said, in re-
sponse to this.

Congressman Jim McGovern opened 
the forum with prerecorded remarks.

“Our region has a huge food insecu-
rity problem and it’s only getting worse,” 
McGovern said. 

McGovern said it was important to 
take lessons learned from community 
food assessments, and use the infor-
mation to better serve the community’s 
needs, especially on the local level.

“While there’s a lot Congress can do, 
it is important that we don’t wait for 
that to happen,” he said. 

Golas then introduced the panelists, 
giving each one time to speak and an-
swer questions from the audience.

First up was Ayn Yeagle of Growing 
Places, a lifelong central Massachusetts 
resident who has a passion for healthy 
eating. Yeagle has been in her role with 
Growing Places since 2018.

Yeagle represented 27 communities 
in north central Massachusetts, rang-
ing from Athol to Pepperell. This area 
is what she calls the “forgotten land,” 
containing 11 food deserts and 11 envi-
ronmental justice areas. 

With about 275,000 residents, the 
north central Massachusetts area has 
one of the highest concentrations of 
food insecure people.

“When you look at north central 
Massachusetts as a region, it’s not 
great,” Yeagle said.

In order to provide food security for 
its residents, three things need to hap-
pen, Yeagle said. This includes emergen-
cy relief (such as food pantries), capac-
ity building (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, farmers markets, 
community gardens and more) and sys-
tem redesign strategies. 

“The process starts with a communi-
ty food assessment,” Yeagle said. 

Community food assessments gath-
er information about residents’ percep-
tions of the food environment and their 
food shopping behaviors. Its goal is to 
improve the community’s food system 
by increasing access to healthy food. 

Yeagle said once this is completed, 
the next step is the food system feasibili-
ty study, then planning and design. 

Yeagle referenced a recent study that 
found $6.5 million in SNAP funding is 
unspent each month. She said some of 
the reasons for this are stigma, fear of 
government and pride. 

An additional $1.9 million in Healthy 
Incentives Program is also left on the ta-
ble.

“How do you address food insecuri-
ty?” Yeagle asked. “You address pover-
ty.”

In 2018-2019, there was no way for 
north central Massachusetts farmers to 
get their food into stores. This spurred 
Growing Places and the Montachusett 
Agricultural Alliance to work together 
and create a community food system; 
providing a mid-tier from production to 
consumption. 

“We’re all working together to make 
our food system holistic and work to-
gether,” she said. 

This model equally benefits the local 
farmers as well as the residents, help-
ing to purchase $600,000 from farmers 
through the use of HIP, state funding 
and grants, last year alone. 

“This is a values-based food system. 
It’s a thoughtful process,” she said. 

Yeagle said the community food sys-
tem has been able to purchase produce 
from 33 out of 180 north central Mas-
sachusetts farmers. 

“We have lots of people still to con-
nect with,” Yeagle said. “But the bones 
are there and now it’s time to build.”

A grand opening for the commu-
nity food system’s processing facility 
will be held soon, and will also feature 
commercial kitchen space, which local 
makers can utilize. This will increase the 
commonwealth’s processing facilities to 

five – and be the first to exist in the cen-
tral part of the state. 

The processing facility will be located 
in an old school building in the city of 
Gardner.

Next to speak was Rebecca Miller of 
the MA Food System Collaborative, a 
strong advocate for policy.

Miller spoke about the history of 
the collaborative, which was founded 
in 2015. Its work includes campaigning 
for HIP funding, as well as a food liter-
acy campaign, the Agricultural Equity 
Network, local food policy council net-
works, urban agriculture collaboratives 
and food waste networks. 

“HIP is a very important program,” 
Miller said.

In the commonwealth, farmers earn 
95 cents for every dollar of goods they 
provide, which puts them at a disadvan-
tage.

“Farmers are losing money any time 
they invest in their business,” Miller 
said. 

Miller said the farmers market de-
cline is starting to reverse, thanks to the 
implementation of the HIP program 
which allows SNAP users to purchase 
locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables 
directly from the grower.

HIP not only puts money back into 
the local economy, but it also provides 
health benefits through fresh produce, 
introduces children to new fruits and 
vegetables and allows people to make 
culturally significant meals. 

Increasing food literacy by imple-
menting curriculum in schools is also 
really important, Miller said. 

“Food security to me is a little more 
expansive than just buying food,” she 
said.

The educational component include 
field trips to local farms to help students 
learn about food systems and where 
food comes from. Miller said there has 
been discussion to establish an agricul-
tural school in Worcester County, as 
there are only three statewide.

Established local food policy coun-
cils, such as Healthy Quaboag (which 
covers 15 towns across central and west-
ern Massachusetts), helps people to 
work together to fight food insecurity.

“You don’t have to do anything 
alone,” she said. 

State Rep. Hannah Kane spoke about 
the importance of addressing poverty in 
order to alleviate food insecurity.

“I like to thank that poverty is a state, 
not a cause of food insecurity,” she said. 
“We need to look at the underlying rea-
sons for poverty.”

In her work in the legislature, Kane 
found that all of her counterparts are 
equally invested in fighting food insecu-
rity, especially through HIP.

“We quickly found it was some-
thing that resonated with all of our col-
leagues,” she said.

Through the Make Hunger History 
coalition, Kane and others are commit-
ted to making changes through a collec-
tive action approach, which emphasizes 
collaboration from diverse stakeholders, 

including those with lived experience 
with food insecurity.

The coalition is currently working 
on a definition of ending hunger, Kane 
said, but it will include having dignified 
access to food and the economic re-
sources needed to make choices about 
food. 

The plan has five pillars, including 
ensuring that all residents can access 
and buy food, adjusting food support 
programs for target populations, inte-
grating food security and healthcare, 
supporting nutritious and local eating 
and addressing root causes which con-
tribute to hunger. 

Access to healthy, nutritious food is 
key to addressing health issues, Kane 
said, pointing out that over 80% of dis-
ease is diet related. 

“We’ve been really fortunate to ap-
proach all of this work together,” she 
said. 

Casey Burns of the Center on Food 
Equity shared findings from the city of 
Worcester’s community health assess-
ment.

“We saw three central pivot points: 
money, time, access,” Burns said. 

Burns said that the assessment found 
that food insecurity was experienced 
differently based on where residents live, 

FORUM   I  FROM PAGE 1

A panel of experts provided insight on food security in central Massachusetts during Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission’s Legislative Affairs Forum 
held at the Rutland Public Library on July 23. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Lyndon Nichols, Area Director of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture spoke about resources his agency of-
fers.

Maydee Morales of the Worcester Community Ac-
tion Council talked about the barriers people face in 
achieving food security.

Ayn Yeagle of Growing Places spoke about develop-
ing a community food system in north central Mas-
sachusetts.

Rebecca Miller of the MA Food System Collabora-
tive spoke about the importance of supporting local 
farmers and knowing where your food comes from. 

State Rep. Hannah Kane spoke about the role of the 
legislature in addressing food insecurity.

Casey Burns of the Center on Food Equity shared 
information compiled from Worcester’s community 
food assessment.

See FORUM   I   PAGE 13
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how they move around the city (trans-
portation) and their ability to success-
fully navigate systems to access support, 
such as applying for SNAP benefits. 

“People face these challenges dif-
ferently and inequitably depending on 
their identity, including race and ethnic-
ity,” she said. 

Burns said of the 247 people polled 
in the assessment, the majority said 
they did not face challenges cooking at 
home, but for those who did, time was 
the primary barrier. 56% reported that 
they feel food insecure. 

Transportation also poses an issue, 
especially for those who rely on public 
transit to access groceries and are lim-
ited in the number of bags they are al-
lowed to travel with. 

Burns said there is also a 40% gap for 
SNAP coverage in Worcester County. 
Only 6% of SNAP users are utilizing 
HIP and the Summer Eats program is 
also underutilized.

“We said real challenges with eligibil-
ity,” she said. 

Maydee Morales of the Worcester 
Community Action Council said she 
has people in her office every day as a 
frontline worker who are suffering the 
effects of food insecurity.

“These are moms…these are kids,” 
she said. 

Morales stressed the importance of 
providing access to food with dignity.

“People want to eat healthier. People 
want to be able to eat with dignity,” she 
said. 

Morales said the emergency resourc-

es provided during the COVID-19 pan-
demic helped ease the burden of food 
insecurity, but that has now gone away. 

“We went back to our old ways when 
you can only get food for the child that 
is with you,” she said, referencing the 
Summer Eats program. 

Morales said a lot of people in the 
community are food insecure, even 
those that live in more affluent areas.

“Don’t be fooled that there are not 
people in your communities, your towns, 
that are not food insecure,” she said. 

Andrew Golas, chair of the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission’s Legislative Affairs 
Committee gives the welcoming remarks.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nasal mucus
  5. Hairs on the 

back of a dog
 11. Ones who build 

anew
 14. Consume too 

much food
 15. Praised
 18. Provides 

weapons
 19. Become less 

lively
 21. Engine additive
 23. Thought or 

suggestion
 24. South Korean 

city
 28. Midday rests
 29. Expression 

of acidity or 
alkalinity

 30. Group of rockers
 32. Very fast 

airplane
 33. One who is paid 

to do something

 35. Buzzing insect 
 36. Monotheistic 

religion founder
 39. Strong dark 

beer
 41. Blood type
 42. Square 

measures
 44. Honorific titles 

in NW Semitic 
languages

 46. Present
 47. Afflict in mind or 

body
 49. Duty
 52. Municipality in 

Stockholm
 56. In a normal way
 58. Rode a bicycle
 60. Charitable
 62. Verandas
 63. Uncredited

CLUES DOWN
  1. No seats 

available
  2. Russian river

  3. A European river
  4. Phrase
  5. Idol
  6. Keyboard key
  7. Prefix indicating 

mutual
  8. Kilometers per 

hour
  9. Set an example
 10. It’s among the 

“Great” ones
 12. VVV
 13. Murdered
 16. Icelandic poems
 17. Seas
 20. Famed 

cartoonist
 22. Partner to “Ma”
 25. Equal to one 

quintillion bytes
 26. Speak 

incessantly
 27. Disquiet
 29. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 31. Upper-class 

young woman 

(abbr.) 
 34. S. American 

plant
 36. Monetary unit of 

Thailand
 37. Regions
 38. Baseball legend 

Yogi
 40. Ancient Egyptian 

notion of spiritual 
part of humans

 43. Fishing net
 45. Tinseltown
 48. MacBeth’s wife 

was one
 50. Took a spill
 51. Adversary to 

pets
 53. Town in Galilee
 54. Secret racist 

society (slang)
 55. About aviation
 57. Longing or 

yearning
 58. Hawaiian dish
 59. Field force unit
 61. Partner to “Pa”

- public safety -

During the week of July 22-28, the 
East Brookfield Police Department 
responded to 161 building/property 
checks, 59 directed area patrols, seven 
traffic controls, 17 radar assignments, 
six emergency 911 calls, two citizen as-
sists, one fraud, two complaints, one 
property damage, one safety hazard, 
one motor vehicle investigation and 36 
motor vehicle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Monday, July 22
7:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation issued

Tuesday, July 23
12:24 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

South Pond Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

3:15 p.m. Fraud, West Main Street, 
Report Taken

6:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation Issued

8:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-
dunk Road, Citation Issued

8:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-
tion, Flagg Road, Investigated

Wednesday, July 24
5:35 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Harrington Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

7:11 a.m. Property Damage, Podunk 
Road, Report Taken

10:27 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

11:28 a.m. Assist Citizen, Walk-in, 
Officer Handled

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Blaine 
Avenue, Citation Issued

Thursday, July 25
7:07 a.m. 911 Misdial, Cumberland 

Farms, Dispatch Handled
1:55 p.m. 911 Utility Issues, Podunk 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
5:33 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Connie Mack Drive, Neg-
ative Contact

11:19 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Paula Circle, Transported to Hospital

Friday, July 26
7:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Me-

chanic Street, Citation Issued
7:44 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
7:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
8:25 a.m. Safety Hazard, Route 49, 

Officer Handled
9:20 a.m. Traffic Control, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
9:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Written Warning
11:32 a.m. Complaint, Lake Lasha-

way, Officer Handled
6:51 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, No Action Required
9:19 p.m. Traffic Control, East Main 

Street, Written Warning
9:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued

East Brookfield Police Log

See POLICE  I   PAGE 15

- public notices -
LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Pursuant to Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter 
30A, 18-25, as amend-
ed by Chapter 28 of the 
Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 
Protection Act, the West 
Brookfield Conservation 
Commiss ion  wi l l  ho ld 
a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n 
WEDNESDAY August 7, 
2024 at 6:00 pm in the first 
floor meeting room, West 
Brookfield Town Hall, 2 East 
Main Street.

6:00 – Public Hearing:
NOI – 29 East Main 

Street – Housing Authority 
– Replace entry decking and 
railings 
08/02/2024 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 

our calendar section at no charge to your organization.

We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing it.

WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL!

If your event needs more attention, please consider running
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393.
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you.

12 Weekly Newspapers  •  www.newspapers.turley.com

GivingBack
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

NINE MAPLE SLABS, each ap-
prox. 3’x8’x2”, stored outside, heavy. 
Holyoke, best offer. (571) 232-9051.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!  

Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd, 

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY 

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
BALLROOM DANCE

Private lessons for couples, wedding, 
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
cial! Fun, easy, and relaxing – swing, 
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

 

MATT GUERTIN 
LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

CAMPERS
40’ SEASONAL CAMPER. Coast-
al Pines Campground, Wells, Maine. 
2019 Wildwood DLX, 2 br., 2 bath, 
screenroom, shed. Pictures available 
upon request. $59,400. 774-764-
9414.

CHURCH ORGANIST/
PIANIST WANTED

First Congregational Church of 
Chester is looking for a Church Or-
ganist or Pianist. Paid position, it takes 
about one hour each Sunday. If inter-
ested, please call 413-685-5074.

PART-TIME CONCRETE FINISH-
ER. Driver’s license preferred. Retirees 
welcome. Call Mo 413-244-5520.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Retro World

�����������������
����������

��
	
��	�������	����	�
������������

������������������

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more Donald Roy (860) 
874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

[
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Warren Housing Authority
Public Housing Manager

The Warren Housing Authority seeks a dedicated and energetic 
candidate for the 18 hour per week position of Public Housing 
Manager.  The successful candidate serves as the onsite 
management representative for public housing will be responsible 
for, but not limited to, all lease enforcement duties including the 
performance of lease up functions and meetings with applicants, 
the timely completion of Annual and Interim Re-certifications, and 
“Move-in, Move-out” inspections with residents.

This position is commensurate with experience and pays up to $20 
per hour.  Full Job Description is available by calling (978) 537-5300 
ext. 113 or administration@leominsterha.com Please send a resume 
and cover letter to: Executive Director, Leominster Housing Authority, 
100 Main Street, Leominster, MA 01453.  The Authority will accept 
resumes until the position is filled.

HELP WANTED

autumnautumn
2024

SEPTEMBER 2024 magazine

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Fall Foliage
Scenic Tours
Apple Orchards
Family Fun
Pumpkin Patches

Local Autumn
Activities,

Day Trips &
Family Fun

Your Guide for

Place your adPlace your ad
in New England’sin New England’s

Autumn Activity GuideAutumn Activity Guide
ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14

Reserve Your Ad Today! Call 413.283.8393
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TOWN OF 
WILBRAHAM

ASST. ADULT SERVICES
LIBRARIAN – P/T

ENGINEERING TECH/FIELD 
INSPECTOR

IT SUPPORT/WEBSITE TECH
YOUTH SOCCER OFFICIAL

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

FIRST FLOOR, 1-bedroom, fur-
nished apt. in Hampden, Mass. 
No smokers/no pets. $225/week. 
$450/1st, $450/15th. References, se-
curity/first/last. For more information, 
413-317-3561.

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews
CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

10:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 49, Written 
Warning

Saturday, July 27
2:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main Street, 

Citation Issued
5:51 a.m. Traffic Control, East Main Street, Written 

Warning
6:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Prospect Street, Ci-

tation Issued
8:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-

tion Issued
10:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East Main Street, 

Citation Issued

Sunday, July 28
2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 49, Citation 

Issued

POLICE   I  FROM PAGE 1

WEST BROOKFIELD –The First Congregational 
Church, 36 North Main St. has been hosting its Flea 
Market on the town Common for more than 50 years 
and this year it will be held on Saturday, Sept. 14 from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique 
dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying 
out basements and attics. No food vendors, please. 

Spaces are available for $40 for a 20 by 20 grassy 
spot. Vendors must bring their own tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor a food tent with grilled 
food, cold drinks and sweet treats. Email to fccofwb-
fleamarket@gmail.com for an application.

Vendors needed for Flea 
Market on the Common

Job Connection
Helping You Find help
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

TAX FREE WEEKEND AUG 10 & 11
PRESELECT NOW!!!!
1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

NEW BRAINTREE – 2 building lots – $47,500 per lot
3.31 acre lot is located just outside the center of 

New Braintree on a private wooded lot on a Dead End 
Street. With 250 feet of frontage this lot is a perfect 

place to build your home in the country. Surrounded by 
Wildlife Management and farm land. Stonewalls and 
pond located on the property. Abutting lot, 3.47 acres 
# 3 is also available. Seller is willing to make a price 

adjustment if both lots are purchased together!

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Support Your Hometown Businesses

Bring more shoppers to your door with locally focused advertising
in our weekly community newspapers.

Call Dan at 413-967-3505 for rates & information

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

An unforgettable feast for 
your event
There’s nothing but farm-fresh goodness 
on the menu for your special event or 
celebration. Check out our catering 
menu at FarmerMatt.com/catering.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

FARMER MATT CATERS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $470,000 – 91 WEST MAIN ST., W. BROOKFIELDNEW LISTING – $470,000 – 91 WEST MAIN ST., W. BROOKFIELD
A rare opportunity to own a two-
family duplex home in the charming 
town of West Brookfield. This property 
features a two-bedroom unit with a 
fully equipped kitchen and a one-
bedroom unit with a spacious living area, full bathroom, and washer and 
dryer hookups. The convenient location near Route 9 makes it ideal for 
professionals seeking a live-in/rental arrangement, an in-home office, or an 
in-law apartment. Investors can also capitalize on this excellent investment 
opportunity by renting out both units. Recent upgrades include the the fenced 
in yard, roof and windows. Additionally, the property is just a short drive from 
the beautiful 320-acre Lake Wickaboag, offering year-round recreational 
activities. Don’t miss out on this exceptional chance; schedule a viewing today!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 5 .........Turkey Train ...................................$165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
Dec. 7 ....... Newport Mansions Christmas   ...... $110
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications


