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Outer Cape maritime history 
presented at Senior Center
John Small and the 
Highland Lighthouse

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE –The 
recent addition to the Stur-
bridge Senior Center is a 
comfortable setting for a pre-
sentation about a building, or 
series of buildings in another 
part of the Commonwealth 
that were of importance in 
the Maritime history of the 
state.

John Small is a resident 
of Brookfield, just to the 
north of Sturbridge. For 
many years, he and husband 
Paul Carr ran the wonder-
ful regional magazine, The 
Sturbridge Times, that suc-

Joys of Nature introduces 
animals of the rainforest

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Joys of Nature provided a 
fun animal program this 
past week at the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library.

Joy has been doing live 
animal programs for kids 

and adults for over 20 years, 
and this program focused 
on rainforest animals. On 
July 25, Joy had two presen-
tations to give, and each one 
had a spectacular turnout. 

Over 20 kids attended, 
and some got to volunteer 
as part of the program. 

Joy said these animals 
are all “animal teachers” 

and are a great importance 
to the rainforest. The first 
animal Joy presented was a 
Madagascar hissing cock-
roach. 

These animals are im-
portant to the rainforest 
community. The rainforest 
consists of a wet and leafy 
habitat and requires ani-
mals to have special adap-

tations to survive. Kids got 
to learn about how these 
unique animals find food 
and avoid predators in the 
forest. 

It’s in the name, Mada-
gascar hissing cockroaches 
like to hiss and may sound 
like a snake to other ani-

TURLEY PHOTOBY RYAN DRAGO
Child volunteers lined up to hold Fluffy, who is a friendly animal teacher, as part of The Joys of Nature live animal program. 

Select Board appoints 
three new police officers

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The 
Select Board approved the 
appointments of full-time 
Police Officer Edward Page 
and full-time Police Officer 
Richard Tracy Sr., both ef-
fective July 22.

At the July 21 meeting, 
Police Chief Earl Dessert 
said Page brings a “wealth 
of experience” to the role 
and has over 27 years in law 
enforcement. He has both 
bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees.

Page currently serves on 
the Wales Police Depart-
ment, and has also served at 
several colleges and in other 
communities. He worked for 
the Sturbridge Police De-
partment from 2015-2020.

Dessert said Tracy brings 
“a unique and valuable com-
bination of federal law en-
forcement and local policing 
experience.”

Tracy has recently re-
tired from a 23 year career 
as a U.S. Postal Inspector 
where he gained extensive 
experience in criminal in-
vestigations, surveillance 
operations, federal case 
preparation and interagency 
collaboration.

“His work in this role re-
quired a high level of integ-

rity, attention to detail and 
commitment to public safe-
ty,” Dessert said.

Dessert said Tracy has a 
master’s degree and serves 
as a part-time police officer 
on the Wales Police Depart-
ment. 

Dessert also presented 
full-time candidate Dominic 
Barroso for appointment. 
He said Barroso is new to 
the field of law enforcement 
and he has served the Army 
National Guard as a military 
police officer since 2021.

“He impressed the in-
terview panel with maturi-
ty, professionalism, and a 
strong desire to serve the 
community,” Dessert said. 

The board approved his 
appointment with a start 
date of July 28.

Town beautification
Joe Collins said he has 

been overseeing the town 
beautification plantings. He 
said 97 plants have gone in to 
date, and there “a significant 
amount more” to go in.

He said there are four 
planting locations: in front 
of Town Hall, the welcome 
sign, in front of the Depart-
ment of Public Works plow 
and in front of the Public 
Safety Complex.

The plantings include sev-
en trees, 20 shrubs and 70 

In 1833, brick replaced the wood at the Highland Lighthouse and in 1840, a 
more powerful lantern was installed.

SEE STURBRIDGE PAGE 5
SEE RAINFOREST PAGE 5

Local residents complete 100+ mile rucks 
for Why Me & Sherry’s House challenge

Submitted Article

WORCESTER – Ruck-
ing is a military term for 
walking long distances with 
a weighted backpack and 
for many of those who took 
part in the Why Me & Sher-
ry’s House 100-Mile Chal-
lenge, it was deeply person-
al. 

The event supports Why 
Me & Sherry’s House, a 
Worcester-based nonprof-

it that provides support to 
families facing pediatric 
cancer. Every step of the 
100-mile march is a tribute 
to the children and families 
who endure unimaginable 
hardships with unbreakable 
strength. 

The 100-Mile Ruck is not 
just about miles, it’s about 
meaning. Over four days 
(July 17-July 20), partici-
pants walked 25 miles per 
day. 

One of those partic-
ipants, Mike Smith of 
Oakham, raised over 
$11,000 and was one of the 
first to finish the 100-Mile 
Ruck March. His motiva-
tion came from a place of 
perspective:

“I have two healthy kids, 
and I can’t imagine what 
these families go through. 
I’d go through all the pain 
of this ruck again if  it means 
easing the pain for just one 

child and their family.”
The Ultimate Finish-

ers Ruck was only open to 
those who had completed 
the 100-Mile Ruck march in 
the previous five years. 

This elite group didn’t 
know their exact route or 
mileage until the morning. 
Their path was filled with 
unexpected turns and tough 

The Federated Church announces 
annual community picnic

STURBRIDGE – The 
Federated Church of Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale invites 
the local community to 
attend its second annual 
Family Fun Day and Open 
House from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 9 on the 
church grounds at 8 Maple 
St.

The event is open to 
the general public free of 
charge and no advance reg-
istration is required.

According to Reverend 
David W. Cote, pastor, the 
event will include a cook-
out prepared by the church 
men’s and women’s groups, 
Crossroads and Koinonia. 

“All are welcome to 
attend the cookout with 
church members for con-
versation and fellowship,” 
he said.

“This year we’re delight-

wed to welcome back of-
ficers from the Sturbridge 
Police and Fire depart-
ments,” according to Cote. 
“Kids will have an oppor-
tunity to meet K9 comfort 

dog, ‘Rocky,’ and K9 search 
and rescue dog, ‘Raya,’ and 
their trainers, Officers Col-
by Tytula and Garrett Dan-
na.” 

Sturbridge Scout Troop 
161, which meets at the 
church on Sunday eve-
nings, will organize a va-
riety of children’s games 
on the church lawn, along 
with Sturbridge Girl Scout 
Troop 65092. Kathy Kriko-
rian will offer face painting, 
and Judy LaVergne will be 
offering story time in Fel-
lowship Hall. 

Music director, Andrew 
Kosiba is pleased to wel-
come local musician Pe-
ter James L’Esperance to 
entertain guests. L’Esper-
ance, who also goes by the 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Peter James L’Esperance, who also 
goes by the name Morning Son, will 
entertain with a mix of folk, rock, 
jazz, and Americana originals and 
covers at the Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & Fiskdale’s annual 
Family Fun Day and Open House on 
Saturday, Aug. 9 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

SEE MARITIME HISTORY 
PAGE 6

SEE FEDERATED 
CHURCH PAGE 5

SEE 100+MILE RUCK 
PAGE 8

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRIANNA WHITELAW
Michelle Kellicker of Barre, Michael Ethier of East Brookfield and Michael Smith 
Oakham are shown at the start of the 100-Mile Ruck at Why Me & Sherry’s 
House.
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 BACKYARD 
TAG SALE
Saturday, August 2nd

233 Maple Street, Warren
8 am - 1 pm

EARLY BIRDS OK 
Jewelry
Clocks

Glassware
Buttons

picture frames
Afghans

45 RPM records
Slot machine

Furniture & MORE

413-636-8861

Register for Rotary’s annual TREK
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

STURBRIDGE – The 
Rotary Club of Stur-
bridge has announced that 
pre-registration is now 
open for its popular TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 
1K, and Fun Walk, which 
is slated to return on Sun-
day, Oct. 26, according to 
club president and race di-
rector Klaus Hachfeld.

“To pre-register for this 
year’s event, just go to 
getmeregistered.com, and 
type ‘Sturbridge’ in the 
search field in the upper 
right-hand corner,” said 
Hachfeld. Participants 
who pre-register by Oct. 21 
will get a free 2025 TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K 

T-shirt.
All activities begin at 

the OSV Education Center 
on Old Sturbridge Village 
Road (not to be confused 
with Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Academy at the main 
entrance to the village). 
Parking will be available in 
the Education Center lot.

The family-friendly 
event offers two timed rac-
es, including a 5K Trail 
Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K 
Pre-Teen Run. In the spirit 
of the season, participants 
are encouraged to come in 
costume. The event also in-
cludes free children’s game 
starting at 9 a.m. at the Ed-
ucation Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run ($20 registration) 
starts at 9:15 a.m. This is 
for the 12 and under crowd, 
and the course is accessible 
for anyone with mobility 
challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run 
($35 registration) & Fun 
Walk ($30 registration) will 
start at 10 a.m. using Old 
Sturbridge Village Road 
and the Arbutus Park Trail 
in the Leadmine Moun-
tain Wildlife Conservation 
Lands.

An awards ceremony 
will follow at 11:15 a.m. 
starting with a competition 
for best Halloween cos-
tume for all registered run-

ners and walkers. Judging 
will be by popular choice.

On-site registration will 
also be available starting at 
8:30 a.m. on the day of the 
race.

The Trek Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge Rota-
ry Club fundraiser, with all 
profits going to the organi-
zation’s community needs 
projects. 

For additional infor-
mation, or to sign on as 
an event sponsor, email 
the race director at laserk-
laus@gmail.com. Or vis-
it the Sturbridge Rotary 
Club website at https://
sturbridgerotary.com.

Close of Concerts on the 
Common to be held Aug. 30

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Concerts on the 
Common will be held on 
select Saturdays on the town 
common from 6-8 p.m.

The final concert of the 
season will be held on Aug. 
30 and features the Super-
chargers.

These concerts are free, 
but tips for the band and free 
will donations toward future 
events are appreciated. Food 

trucks will be available, or 
people are welcome to bring 
their own.

Chairs, blankets or some-
thing to sit on are encour-
aged, as well as insect, sun 
and weather protection.

The Concerts on the 
Common series is made pos-
sible by the North Brook-
field Parks and Recreation 
and the North Brookfield 
Cultural Council. 

Feline Fun Day to be held Saturday, Aug. 9
MONSON –Feline Fun 

Day returns for its fourth 
year on Saturday, Aug. 
9, from 11a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Westview Farms Creamery, 
109 East Hill Road.

The event is hosted by 
Here Today Adopted To-
morrow, a Brimfield-based 
cat shelter, and features 
over 50 local craft vendors, 
upbeat music, great food, 
and a chance to enjoy a 
“purrfect” summer day.

This year’s theme, “Purr-
fect Moments,” celebrates 
joyful little snapshots of 
life – whether it’s a sweet 
treat, a furry face, or a pho-
to-worthy memory. HTAT 
will bring adorable kittens, 
themed selfie stations, and 
all the cuteness you need to 
fill your camera roll.

“Feline Fun Day is a 
chance for our communi-
ty to come together, cele-

brate everything we love 
about cats, and support 
HTAT’s work to give each 
one a real shot at a better 
future,” said Rachael Max, 
Executive Director of Here 
Today Adopted Tomorrow. 
“Whether you’re shopping, 
snapping a photo, or just 
stopping by for a cone, 
you’re making a differ-
ence.”

HTAT is more than a 
traditional shelter. Its cage-
less environment and indi-
vidualized approach give 
every cat the room to flour-
ish – especially those with 
medical needs, tough pasts, 
or unique personalities that 
may need extra time or care 
to shine. Beyond adoption, 
HTAT supports cats and 
families through special-
ized programs that help 
keep pets healthy and loved 
in their homes.

Whether you’re a life-
long cat lover or simply 
looking for a fun day out, 
Feline Fun Day offers 
something special for ev-
eryone.

Admission is free. For 
more info, visit heretoday-
sanctuary.org/feline-fun-
day

Feline Fun Day is made 
possible thanks to the gen-
erous support of Suppur 
Hero Sponsors: Australian 
Natural Soap (www.wa-
vertreeandlondon-us.com) 
and B’leaf Wellness Centre 
(www.bleafma.com).

About HTAT
Here Today Adopted 

Tomorrow was founded 
by mother-daughter team 
Barbara Horn and Rachael 
Max. HTAT is a volunteer 
driven group focused on 
helping cats and the people 

who love them in the com-
munity. 

In 2012, the duo opened 
a no kill, cageless cat adop-
tion center for adult cats 
and kittens in Brimfield. 

HTAT offers programs 
to help special needs cats 
flourish and get adopt-
ed, as well as community 
assistance programs to 
help pet owners keep their 
pets, such as our Pet Food 
Pantry, low-cost spay-neu-
ter program, and free cat 
behavior program. Each 
year, HTAT helps over 
1,500 animals and their 
families. 

For more information, 
visit heretodaysanctuary.
org or visit Here Today Ad-
opted Tomorrow on Face-
book at facebook.com/
heretodaysanctuary, and 
on Instagram at @hereto-
dayadoptedtomorrow.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Sons of the American 
Legion, Post 244, West 
Brookfield is hosting its 
20th Annual “Scholarship 
Scramble” Golf Tourna-
ment on Saturday, Aug. 9.

The tournament fea-
tures 18 holes of golf with 
an 8 a.m. shotgun start 
at Quail Hollow Country 

Club, Oakham. There will 
be a chicken dinner, raffles 
and prizes to follow at the 
Legion Post 244 in West 
Brookfield.

The cost of the tourna-
ment is $120 per person and 
must be received by Aug. 2. 
For more information, con-
tact Kevin at 774-230-3262 
or Gary at 508-450-8643.

Sons of A.L. sponsors 20th 
annual Scholarship Scramble

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The Summer Eats break-
fast and lunch program 
will be available at the East 
Brookfield Public Library, 
122 Connie Mack Drive, 
Monday through Thurs-

day from 11 a.m.-noon be-
ginning Monday, June 30 
and running through Aug. 
14.

All children are welcome 
to pick up a free bagged 
breakfast and lunch. 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The West Brookfield Farm-
ers Market has returned on 
the beautiful West Brookfield 
Common for its 15th consec-
utive season.

The market is held on 
Wednesdays from 3-6 p.m., 
rain or shine, throughout the 
spring, summer and early 
fall.

The 2025 season the 

market will feature 17 ven-
dors with a wide array of 
locally grown and made 
goods including three new 
vendors sure to please the 
palate. 

The West Brookfield 
Farmers Market is held every 
Wednesday afternoon from 
3-6 p.m. on the common 
starting on June 4 through 
Oct. 8, rain or shine.  

West Brookfield Farmers
Market held on Wednesdays

BARRE – This summer, 
all kids and teens get free 
meals at Quabbin Regional 
Middle High School through 
the Summer Eats program, 
no ID or registration re-
quired. 

Summer Eats is open to 
all kids 18 and under. Kids 
and teens must be present 
to receive a meal and are re-
quired to eat on-site.

The summer feeding pro-
gram at the Middle High 
School will be offered July 
8-Aug. 7. Hours of operation 
are Monday through Thurs-
day, from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

You can find additional 
Summer Eats sites near you 
using Project Bread’s Sum-
mer Eats map at project-
bread.org/summereats.

Summer Eats 
food program
held at middle/
high school

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$349.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

SUMMER SALE!

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

$799.99

Library hosts Summer Eats 
food program for children

Thrift Store at Methodist Church 
open on select Saturdays

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Thrift Store of the 
George Whitefield United 
Methodist Church is open 
the first and third Saturdays 
of each month, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at 33 West Main St. 

Many lovely summer 
wardrobe selections are now 

available for women, men 
and children, as well as other 
seasonal updates to invento-
ry.  The Thrift Store offers 
quality used clothing, shoes, 
accessories, household goods, 
décor, picture frames, chil-
dren’s toys, books and DVDs 
at bargain prices.  

Donations of gently used 
items are appreciated and 
may be arranged by contact-
ing Jane Dolan at 508-867-
5571. Proceeds from sales 
support the church’s minis-
tries and missions.
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/31/25-8/6/257/31/25-8/6/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS
SKINLESS ..........................................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. OLD FASHIONED

GLAZED DONUTS 6 PAK .................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ....................

$699USDA INSP. STORE SHAVED

BEEF SHAVED STEAK ....................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$466

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$229
lb

lb

$149USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$777
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS .................
                 

lb

lb
$369

$699

lb
$222

77¢
lblb

$139

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGH 

lb

$669
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$989
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
WHOLE WHOLE 

OR HALFOR HALF
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

KIDS ON TRACK WEEKEND
Sat., August 2 & Sun., August 3

Union Station, Springfield
ROUNDTRIP TRAIN RIDES

Between Springfield & Hartford both mornings
$5 for children & adults ~ 2 & under free

Work Days: Saturdays 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

COME ON SATURDAYS & DRIVE A TRAIN!
Interested in more information

amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Summer Concert Series
continues at Powder Mill Park

SPENCER – The Spencer 
Parks & Recreation Commis-
sion’s 2025 Summer Concert 
Series features the Deloreans 
from 2-5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Aug. 3 at Powder Mill Park, 
corner Smithville and Mead-
ow Roads.

The Deloreans is a sev-
en-piece horn band that per-
forms mostly pop, rock and 
soul hits of the 70s and 80s. 
The instrumentation is gui-

tar, bass, drums, keyboards, 
sax, trumpet and trombone. 
Four members sing and cre-
ate great harmonies and 
backups.

The series runs every Sun-
day through Aug. 24 and 
continues on Aug. 10 with the 
Love Dogs.

The concert series is 
proudly sponsored by Cor-
nerstone Bank. 

Serving Worcester Coun-

ty, Massachusetts, Corner-
stone Bank’s local presence 
and community-based bank-
ing model enables a unique 
ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a personal 
touch. Cornerstone provides 
the highest level of service 
and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community 
organizations with branch 
locations throughout central 
Massachusetts.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Deloreans will perform at the Summer Concert Series on Sunday, Aug. 3 from 2-5 p.m. at Powder Mill Park, Spencer.

St. Joseph’s Abbey announces 
bicentennial open house
Celebrating 200 
years of monastic 
prayer, community, 
and hospitality

SPENCER – St. Jo-
seph’s Abbey, the Trap-
pist monastery nestled on 
peaceful rolling meadows 
in Spencer, is marking its 
200th anniversary with a 
special Open House on 
Saturday, Aug. 2 from 9 
a.m.-noon. 

The public is warmly 
invited to explore the ab-
bey, meet members of the 
monastic community, and 
learn about centuries of 
contemplative life.

Founded in 1825 in 
Tracadie, Nova Scotia, the 
monastic community later 
moved to Rhode Island 
and, following a fire in 
1950, made its permanent 
home in Spencer. Over 
the years, the abbey has 
become renowned for its 
Trappist Preserves, home-
made jams and jellies, and 

a retreat ministry rooted in 
silence, prayer, and hospi-
tality for all who seek spir-
itual renewal.

“Hope does not disap-
point,” reflected Abbot 
Vincent Rogers in a recent 
Jubilee reflection cele-
brating both the Church’s 
2025 Jubilee Year and the 
abbey’s bicentenary. In-
spired by this message, 
the Open House offers a 
window into the abbey’s 
lived tradition of blending 
ora et labora, prayer and 
work, throughout life’s 
daily rhythm.

Highlights of the Open 
House include guided 
tours of the monastery 
church and cloisters; dis-
plays from the abbey’s 
historic archives, includ-
ing Trappist Preserves and 
The Holy Rood Guild 
vestments; opportuni-
ties to meet monks, ask 
questions, and partake in 
prayer accompaniment; 
and light refreshments.

St. Joseph’s Abbey is lo-

cated at 167 North Spen-
cer Road and parking is 
available on-site with vol-
unteers offering guidance. 
Admission is free and all 
are welcome.

The main cloister area 
is accessible; some mo-
nastic areas, including the 
manufacturing areas, re-
main private.

For more information, 
visit www.spencerabbey.
org.

About St. Joseph’s Abbey
St. Joseph’s Abbey is a 

cloistered Trappist mon-
astery in Spencer, follow-
ing the Rule of St. Bene-
dict in silence, communal 
prayer, and simplicity. The 
community, founded in 
1825, has supported itself  
through retreats, liturgical 
arts, produce-based enter-
prises, and a focus on spir-
itual hospitality. 

The abbey’s bicenten-
nial invites reflection on 
enduring hope, tradition, 
and service.

Networking event features
gubernatorial candidate Kennealy

PALMER – The Quabo-
ag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce’s After 5 networking 
event on Wednesday, Aug. 
6 beginning at 5 p.m. at the 
Monson Free Library will 
feature an appearance by 
2026 Massachusetts guber-
natorial candidate, Mike 
Kennealy (R).

The Chamber’s After 5 
networking events allow lo-
cal business leaders to con-
nect and exchange ideas and 
opportunities in an informal 
setting.  The August After 5 
at the Monson Free Library 
will include a tour and in-
formation on Library activi-
ties and programs, as well as 
a meet and greet and Q&A 
session with Kennealy.

In 2018, Kennealy was 
appointed by Governor 
Charlie Baker as Secretary 
of Housing and Econom-
ic Development, a role in 
which he visited more than 
150 cities and towns in 
Massachusetts and built re-
lationships with local gov-
ernments and community 
leaders. 

Kennealy joined Gover-
nor Baker and Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito’s administra-
tion as Assistant Secretary 
for Business Growth in 
2015, playing a key role in 
shaping the administration’s 
strategies for business devel-
opment and job creation.  

More than 215,000 new jobs 
were created in Massachu-
setts during his tenure.

“I’m thrilled to join the 
dedicated business lead-
ers of the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce. 
It’s the work of our local 
entrepreneurs, job creators, 
and community leaders 
that truly drives the Com-
monwealth forward,” said 
Kennealy. “I look forward 
to engaging with members 
of the business community 
to discuss how government 
can be a true partner in 
fostering economic growth, 
supporting innovation, and 
revitalizing our communi-
ties. Together, we can build 
a stronger, more prosperous 
Massachusetts.”

“The Chamber is proud 
to welcome Secretary Ken-
nealy to the Quaboag Hills 
region for this special event. 
We are thrilled to give our 
constituents the opportuni-
ty to hear directly from the 
candidate, share concerns, 
ideas and solutions as busi-
ness leaders and residents of 
the Commonwealth,” said 
James Przypek, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Quabo-
ag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce.

Sponsors of the Cham-
ber’s August After 5 include 
Monson Savings Bank, Ce-
darbrook Village at Ware 

and Superior Plus Propane. 
Registration to the Cham-
ber’s networking events 
are open to members and 
non-members alike at qhma.
com.  The August After 5 
will also include food and 
refreshments from The Bet-
ter Bean café in Monson.

About the Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce

Established in 1978 and 
headquartered in Palmer, 
the Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce’s purpose is to 
advance economic growth, 
interests and tourism for our 
members through policies, 
programs and development 
in the Quaboag Hills re-
gion, including the 15 towns 
of Belchertown, Brimfield, 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
Hardwick, Holland, Mon-
son, New Braintree, North 
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, 
Wales, Ware, Warren and 
West Brookfield.

Ware Grange lists upcoming events  
  WARE – The next Kids’ 

Corner at Ware Grange 
will be “Pets” and will take 
place on Saturday, Aug. 9 at 
10 a.m. at the Grange Hall 
at 297 Belchertown Road.

Kids’ Corner workshops 
are led by local preschool 
teacher, Jen McNally, and 
feature songs, stories, crafts, 
and activities. 

There are so many dif-
ferent pets to learn about. 
Each type of pet has differ-
ent ways to care for them 
and different needs. Kids 
will explore the different 
types of pets and meet a 
few of them. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information. 

Gardening workshop

Ware Grange’s next gar-
dening workshop, “Garden-
ing in Small Spaces,” will be 
held on Thursday, Aug. 7 at 
7 p.m. at the Grange Hall. 
The presenter will be Chris 
Messier, a gardener with 60 
years of experience, includ-
ing expertise in seed saving 
and homesteading. 

Grow bags and raised 
beds provide a way to have 
a garden when space is lim-
ited or if  your soil is not 
good for growing flowers 
and vegetables. Participants 
will explore some of the 
possibilities for gardening 
in raised beds as well as 
using grow bags on patios, 
balconies and other small 
spaces. 

Visit Ware Grange on 

Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.  

Tickets available for bar-
becue dinner

Ware Grange is holding 
a Barbecue Dinner at the 
Fair on Saturday, Aug. 23 
from 4-5:30 p.m. The menu 
includes pulled pork, chick-
en, brisket, baked beans, 
coleslaw, cornbread, drink, 
and dessert for $25. 

Eat outside under the 
tent and enjoy live music by 
Brianna Lamb during din-
ner. Take out is also avail-
able. 

Reservations are re-
quired. Please call 413-
284-1135 or email ware-
grange164@gmail.com to 
make your reservations for 
the barbecue. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
On behalf of all of us at 

Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices, I’d like to extend our 
sincere thanks to everyone 
who made our 13th Annual 
Golf Tournament a wonder-
ful success.

It was a great day on 
the course at Cold Spring 
Country Club, made even 
more special by the incredi-
ble community that came to-
gether in support of pets in 
need. Whether you played, 
volunteered, sponsored, do-
nated, or bid in our silent 
auction, you helped make 
a real difference for animals 
who rely on us for a second 

chance.
We’d especially like to 

thank our generous spon-
sors, including The Repub-
lican and Ted & Barbara 
Hebert of Teddy Bear Pools 
& Spas, who also sponsored 
our Hole-in-One contest. 
Your support helped make 
this event such a success.

Thanks to you, it was 
more than just a great day 
of golf – it was a day that 
changed lives.

With deepest gratitude,
Lindsay Doray
Chief Development
Officer
Second Chance Animal 
Services

Golf tournament benefited 
animals at Second Chance

Summer questions for
the Garden Lady

This question came 
when the Garden Lady 
was visiting the local li-
brary:  “What is going on 
with my lilac?”  

That was all she needed 
to say, and I knew: brown, 
crispy leaves, and dead 
stems. I answered this 
same question perhaps a 
year ago, and at that time 
it was the second year 
people had been seeing 
these symptoms on their 
beloved lilac bushes.  

Well, here we are after 
another wet spring. Read 
on to hear my answer.

All you have to do is 
ride in the car and you 
will notice brown leaved 
lilac bushes or those that 
are nearly devoid of leaves 
altogether! My best guess 
is that Pseudocercospora 
leaf blight of lilac is the 
culprit.  

Some lilacs even lost 
their leaves then sported 
flowers in October because 
the plant, after leaf loss, 
was tricked into thinking 
it was time to flower and 
grow new leaves. Because 
this new growth is very 
tender, you may notice tip 
dieback in spring on those 
areas of new growth and/
or flowering. 

It simply didn’t have 
enough time to harden off  
before winter. Lilacs are 
tough plants, though, so 
don’t despair.  

What can we do to 
help, you ask? First of 
all, clean up fallen leaves 
and debris so that it won’t 
spread the inoculum. Sec-
ond, water the bushes well 
and at the base if  this fall 
is droughty.  

In the spring, prune out 
any dead branches, disin-
fecting your tools in be-
tween cuts. You can also 
choose to prune the plant 
in such a way so that there 
is better airflow through-
out.  

That always helps to cut 
down on diseases. I’m not 
a chemical girl – I really 
try to enhance my cultur-

al practices to strengthen 
the overall health of the 
plant. I am sure there are 
options out there for this 
particular malady should 
you wish to research it.

Melissa wants to know 
what my pick is for a long 
blooming perennial: “I 
love perennials, but I’m 
sick of plants that cost an 
arm and a leg then bloom 
for two weeks or less. Do 
you have a long flowering 
favorites that will give me 
my money’s worth?”

Yes, indeed. Although 
I am a recent convert to 
the Coral Bell Admirer’s 
Club, my membership is 
now a lifetime one.  

You see, mom was 
giving away some of her 
plants last year. I more or 
less took them to make 
her happy, installing them 
is a part sun situation in 
my front yard. 

Well folks, I cut some 
of the wispy stems, boast-
ing sprays of small, coral 
colored flowers the first 
weekend in June for a flo-
ral arrangement and be-
lieve it or not, they are still 
blooming. On their way 
out, yes, but still showing 
color.  

Heuchera is the Ge-
nus for a large number of 
Coral Bell cultivars and 
hybrids, many of which 
are grown more for their 
foliage than for their flow-
ers. I’ll probably never 
know what the name of 
my mom’s plants are; they 
are the standard green 

lobed leaves and afore-
mentioned flowers on self  
supporting stems that top 
out around 28 inches tall.  

Foliage can unique-
ly colored, though, and 
beautifully and intricate-
ly veined. You’ll find it 
yellow-bronze, as seen 
with “Amber Waves” or 
the red-purple of “Choc-
olate Ruffles,” and many 
in between. Some culti-
vars have a silver pattern 
to their foliage which is 
caused by air bubbles that 
get trapped under the leaf 
surface.  

The coloration isn’t 
erratic, but uniquely de-
fined because of the reg-
ular pattern of the leaf 
veins. Just beautiful. And 
just like the Hostas I men-
tioned a few weeks back, 
some gardeners appreci-
ate the foliage so much of 
Coral Bells that they cut 
the flowers right off, es-
pecially on those varieties 
where they are more non-
descript.  

Besides the coral color, 
flowers can come in white, 
cream or even light green.  

Plants are best in full 
sun to part shade in neu-
tral to alkaline soil. They 
will rot in soil that is wa-
terlogged. During the 
drought we’ve been ex-
periencing I have noticed 
that they don’t particu-
larly enjoy super dry soil 
either, so they have gotten 
a drink now and then in 
between rain storms.  

Removing spent flow-
ers may increase bloom 
time. Perhaps because of 
my early removal for that 
flower arrangement, I in-
advertently extended the 
show. I’ll plan to do that 
again next year now that I 
am a convert.  

As an added bonus, 
flowers are attractive to 
bees, butterflies and occa-
sionally hummingbirds.

Maybe I have con-
vinced you to also give this 
unique and varied Genus 
a try in your garden. 

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 32 years she 
has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Male common
 yellowthroat

A Brimfield resident 
reported a common yel-
lowthroat in his yard. 

The common yel-
lowthroat as its name im-
plies has a yellow throat. 
It also has a long tail and 
round belly. The males have 
a black mask with a whitish 
line above, olive upper parts, 
yellow throat and yellow 
under its tail. Females are 
brownish olive above with 
a yellow throat and breast. 
They lack the distinct, black 
mask of the male. 

Yellowthroats are small 
songbirds about 4 to 5 inch-
es long. The males sing a 
“wichety-wichety-wichety” 
song. Both sexes give a full 
sounding “chuck” note. 
During migration, the yel-
lowthroat is the most com-
mon warbler found in fields 
and along their  edges.

These warblers live in 
open areas with thick, low 
vegetation ranging from 
marsh to grassland to pine 
forests. The females select 
a nest location, near or on 
the ground supported by 
sedge, reeds, cattails, briars 
and other low plants. Nests 
in marshy areas are usually 
higher off the ground where 
they are safer from flooding. 
Sometimes the nest has a 
roof like the ovenbird nests. 
They are one of the species 
that cowbirds lay their eggs 
in their nests. 

People may designate 
an area of dense or tangled 
low-growing grasses and 
other vegetation to attract 
common yellowthroats to 
their yards. Yellowthroats 
prefer larger yards of at 
least half an acre or more.

Photo of a phoebe nest 
I received an email con-

taining a photo of an East-
ern phoebe nest filled with 
phoebe nestlings. Eastern 
phoebes nest near humans 
often selecting a spot over a 
door or in a shed. 

Wild turkeys
My grandson and I had 

to stop and wait for sever-
al hen turkeys with their 
poults to move them along 
a backroad in Barre. The 
largest hen led the way, 

walking down the middle of 
the road. Three other hens  
took up the rear with the 
poults walking all over the 
place. Some even stopped 
to explore the edge of the 
road, but then ran to catch 
up. Finally, they headed 
into the grass and woods on 
the edge of the road.

More Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident 

said he has seen more birds 
in his yard since his last 
email. “Baltimore orioles 

have been seen more of-
ten at the birdbath, prob-
ably because of the warm 
weather we have been hav-
ing.” On a recent day he had 
a robin, three orioles, cardi-
nals, a titmouse, a chipping 
sparrow, blue jays, catbirds 
and a common yellowthroat 
all stopped by the birdbath 
and a black and white war-
bler was seen in the yard.

He said he took down 
the bird feeders because of 
bears. “We had a bear make 
a daytime visit. It was not 
seen, but we discovered that 
it had cleaned out the feed-
ing station. All the black 
oil sunflower seed, two 
suet cakes, a “log” of com-
pressed seeds and fruit and 
suet pellets were all gone. 
Fortunately the bear didn’t 
damage anything or steal 
any of the feeders which 
they often do.”

His wife checks a town 
Facebook page and has 
seen many reports of bears 
in town and many of them 
are in the daytime so he 
figured it was time to take 
the feeders down. He still 
throws a seed mix around in 
several places like he always 
has and only put handfuls 
of black oil and whole pea-
nuts in a small try hanging 
from a Shepard’s crook. 

He said, “I’ve started 
to see young of the year 
around the yard. Several 
days ago two juveniles were 
following an adult male 
red-bellied woodpecker 
around, two juvenile Bal-
timore orioles were seen at 
the bird bath and I also saw 
a juvenile chipping sparrow 
take a bath.”

Bobolinks
He said, “ A few years 

back I took part in a citizen 
science project monitoring 
bobolinks at Moore State 
Park in Paxton. Because 
the Mass Department of 
Conservation and Recre-
ation has failed to maintain 
two large fields at the park 
for the benefit of grass-
land species the bobolink 

population at the park has 
declined. Milkweed, multi 
flora rose, bindweed, crown 
vetch and other non-grass 
type vegetation is slowing 
invading the once grass 
fields. The first year I mon-
itored the park there were 
149 bobolinks seen in the 
largest field in August but 
unfortunately the numbers 
declined every subsequent 

year.”
Osprey 

This Brimfield resident 
visits a pond in Warren of-
ten to check on an osprey 
nest. He said, “The osprey 
nest in Warren may have 
only produced one young 
this year. The nest has got-
ten bigger over the years so 
I hoping that there are more 
young in the nest that have 

been unseen because the 
nest is deeper now.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

Coral Bells
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mals. Joy went around the 
JHPL meeting room for kids 
to gently pet the cockroach. 
Some volunteers got to hold 
the cockroach as well. 

The next animal was a 
blue-tongued skink. This 
friendly lizard species uses 
its bright blue tongues to 
hunt prey, ward off preda-
tors, and attract a mate. The 
skink was lying comfortably 
on Joy’s hand as she went 
around the room to let kids 
pet this unique rainforest 
animal. 

Joy then showed every-
one the panther chameleon. 
This beautiful species can 
camouflage and will use its 
tail and feet to hang on to 
trees and branches. In this 
case, the panther chameleon 
will hang on to hands and 
arms. 

Joy even got the chame-
leon to do a trick with its 
tongue.

Several child volunteers 

lined up to form their hands 
to look like a tree branch 
for the panther chameleon 
to walk. All the kids who 
volunteered and got to hold 
these rainforest animals 
did a great job and had fun 
meeting these animal teach-

ers. 
It was now time to meet 

the snakes of the rainforest. 
The first snake Joy intro-
duced to everyone was an 
Australian jungle carpet py-
thon. This little python was 
very friendly and likes to 

move around. 
Several kid volunteers 

lined up with their hands 
nice and low for the Austra-
lian jungle carpet python to 
move. 

The snakes kept getting 
bigger in size as Joy moved 

on to introduce the Hondu-
ran milk snake. This egg-lay-
ing species can reach a 
length of five feet and most-
ly eat mice and rats. 

Joy went around the room 
to let kids pet the Honduran 
milk snake, which had colors 

of red, black, and yellow. 
Other milk snakes can be 
orange. 

For the last animal, Joy 
brought out the biggest 
snake in the program. The 
last guest was Fluffy, the 
red-tailed boa. Joy was look-
ing for four older kids to 
volunteer to help hold up 
Fluffy. 

He was heavy and ap-
peared intimidating, but Joy 
said he is very friendly. 

After the program, Joy 
introduced Baby RT, a 
smaller red-tailed boa, who 
is also the younger broth-
er of Fluffy. Joy mentioned 
that these snakes are import-
ant rodent predators and en-
courages folks to give them 
social distancing as well as 
try to reduce rat poison or 
rodenticide. 

Joy thanked all of the 
kids and adults who came 
to her program and thanked 
all the volunteers who did a 
good job meeting all the ani-
mals of the rainforest. 

RAINFOREST
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perennials. 
“Where we stand now, we 

have roughly $2,000 in plants 
costs left,” Collins said. 
“Which we hope to kind 
of accentuate the planting 
around the welcome sign.”

Collins said the welcome 
sign is a challenging area to 
plant due to the sign’s prox-
imity to the roadway edges 
and Department of Trans-
portation regulations. He 
said the plantings through-
out town will flower at var-
ious times throughout the 
year.

“DOT has very specific 
requirements for the spac-
es they allow,” Collins said. 
“DOT’s very concerned 
and rightfully so with sight-
lines…there’s never a scenar-
io where you can plant the 
entire island.”

Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm said she will 
be meeting this week with a 
representative from the com-
monwealth about the “adopt 
a highway” program. One of 
the spots she hopes the town 
can adopt is across from the 
State Police barracks.
Town Administrator’s report 

Grimm thanked the Fire 
Department and mutual aid 
responders for quickly put-
ting out the fire earlier that 
day at an apartment above 
Sadie Green’s.

Grimm said she received 
a letter from ACORN (Ad-

vocates for Conservation 
of Oakham’s Rural Nature 
and Safety), representing the 
town of Oakham regarding a 
proposed battery storage site 
in that town near its large 
watershed area. She said the 
town is seeking support from 
other towns against the proj-
ect.

Grimm said there is also 
a bill that seeks to keep local 
control over the placement 
of battery disposal sites.

She asked the board mem-
bers if  they would like her to 
draft letters of support for 
the town of Oakham and/
or the bill. The board asked 
Grimm to draft the letters 
for review.

Contract for lake services
The Select Board ap-

proved a contract with SOL-
itude Lake Management 
for hydro raking to remove 
weeds from the recreation 
area at Cedar Pond in the 
amount of $8,000.

Recreation Director An-
drew St. George said this oc-
curs every three to five years 
to remove weeds from the 
swimming area. He said the 
hydro raking will take place 
at the close of the summer 
recreation program.

“It stops a lot of the algae 
bloom…stops a lot of the 
bacteria growth,” he said.
Building Department report

Building Commissioner 
and Zoning Enforcement 
Official William LePage gave 
the department’s monthly 
reports for May and June. 

He said there were 25 com-
mercial permits and 216 resi-
dential permits issued with a 
total of $109,247.70 in fees 
collected.

Ongoing commercial 
projects include the Conve-
nientMD Urgent Care on 
Route 20. 

“They’re currently a little 
ahead of schedule,” he said 
of the construction.

Another project is Blue-
berry Estates, which now 
has three complete homes 
and about four that are be-
ing worked on. He said Old 
Sturbridge Village built a 
new horse barn and is in the 
process of converting a large 
classroom into two rooms. 
Work is also ongoing at the 
Dollar Tree.

Police Department report
Dessert said the Police 

Department answered 3,179 
calls for service during the 
month of May and 3,004 
calls during the month of 
June.

He said Officer Nicholas 
Mardirosian held a RAD 
class at Burgess Elementary 
School for students in May, 
and the department partici-
pated in the Memorial Day 
parade. 

In June, Officer Zacha-
ry Marderosian and Officer 
Bradford Merkel received 
an award for their proactive 
motor vehicle enforcement 
training. 

Resignations
The board accepted the 

following resignations from 

the Police Department: Of-
ficer Jeffrey Forcier, Officer 
Scott Crevier and Officer 
Brendan Baxter.

Appointments
Lauren O’Donnell was 

appointed to serve on the 
Cultural Council until Aug. 
1, 2028. She said she moved 
here almost eight years ago 
and wants to be involved 
with the community. 

Charles Roy Jr. was re-ap-
pointed to the Sturbridge 
Lakes Association Adviso-
ry Committee – Big Alum 
with a term to expire July 18, 
2028.

Select Board Chair Jamie 
Goodwin was appointed to 
serve as the board’s delegate 
to the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commis-
sion and Mary Dowling as 
the alternate. 

Pole hearing
At a public hearing, Na-

tional Grid representative 
Robert Williams said the 
utility company wants to in-
stall a new transformer and 
joint-owned utility pole on 
Arnold Road. He said this is 
necessary to run secondary 
cable to a commercial prop-
erty that recently upgraded 
its service. 

After the closing of the 
public hearing, the Select 
Board voted in favor of the 
pole’s placement. 

STURBRIDGE
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Joy is shown with Fluffy the red-tailed boa at the Joshua Hyde Public Library. 

The panther chameleon relaxed comfortably in the hands of these child vol-
unteers. The kids made a tree structure with their hands for the chameleon to 
climb on. 

78th Ware Grange Fair will be held Saturday, Aug. 23
WARE – This year’s Ware 

Grange Fair will take place 
on Saturday, Aug. 23.

In its 78th year, this com-
munity-focused event fea-
tures exhibits, food, and fun 
family activities.

The Fun Dog Show, in-
troduced last year, is a fam-
ily-friendly event where any 
dog is welcome to enter. It is 
not a professional dog show. 
It’s a fun event that gives 
members of the community 
the opportunity to show off 
their adorable dogs. 

Dogs will be judged in 
categories such as Waggiest 

Tail, Best Trick and Best 
Dressed. Winning dogs will 
receive a ribbon and prize. 
To participate in the Fun 
Dog Show, bring your dog 
and a copy of their rabies 
vaccination certificate to the 
Grange and register them for 
the show beginning at 1:30 
p.m. The show begins at 2:30 
p.m. 

Come and participate 
with your dog or just come 
to see all the cute dogs.

This year the popular 
Kids’ Corner workshops will 
be part of the Fair, with the 
“Funtastic Fair Festival!” 

The festival will be a fun 
time for kids to enjoy crafts, 
dancing, a parade and fair 
games such as a pie eating 
contest, hula hoop hop and 
water balloon toss. 

Come have a fantastic 
time with Miss Jen starting 
at noon.

This year’s fair will fea-
ture the return of last year’s 
popular barbecue dinner 
menu, which includes pulled 
pork, chicken, brisket, baked 
beans, coleslaw, cornbread, 
dessert and drink for $25. 

The barbecue can be en-
joyed outside under the tent, 

and take-out is also available. 
Reservations are required 
by calling 413-284-1135 or 
emailing waregrange164@
gmail.com.

Many favorites are re-
turning for this year’s fair, in-
cluding the bake sale, raffles, 
games, burgers and hot dogs 
available in the afternoon, 
and the auction. Live music 
will be performed by Bri-
anna Lamb starting at 3:30 
p.m. for attendees to enjoy 
during dinner.

All Massachusetts resi-
dents are welcome to enter 
exhibits and earn ribbons 

and prizes in categories such 
as vegetables, flowers, arts 
and crafts, photography, and 
many more. Exhibits must be 
brought to the Ware Grange 
Hall at 297 Belchertown 
Road on Thursday, Aug. 21 
between 5-7 p.m. or Friday, 
Aug. 22 between 9-11 a.m. 

All entries must be in 
place by 11 a.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 22. Judging will take 
place Friday afternoon and 
the hall will re-open to the 
public on Friday evening at 
5 p.m. 

Most of the fun takes 
place on Saturday, Aug. 23 

with the hall opening at 9 
a.m. and most of the events 
occurring in the afternoon 
and concluding that evening 
with the auction at 6 p.m.

For the full event sched-
ule and contest information 
for exhibitors, visit Ware 
Grange’s website at ware-
grange.org. Program books 
are being mailed to past 
exhibitors; if  you’re new to 
the fair and would like to 
request a copy of the book 
by mail, contact the Grange 
by calling 413-284-1135 or 
emailing waregrange164@
gmail.com.

name Morning Son, plays a 
mix of folk, rock, jazz and 
Americana originals and 
covers.

“Parents and children in 
attendance will have an op-
portunity to attend a meet-
and-greet in Fellowship 
Hall with a few of our CO-
RI-certified Sunday School 
teachers,” said Cote. “Our 
staff is always available 
during the Sunday service 
to supervise up to 25 chil-
dren, aged 6 months to 10 
years of age while their 
parents attend church. Our 
Sunday School encourag-

es Christian morals and 
ethics, within their under-
standing and age level, 
through story time, videos, 
crafts, and other activities 
aligned with that Sunday’s 
teachings and sermons.”

The Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & Fiskdale 
joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace 
in our lives. Community 
members are welcome and 
invited to join in worship 
on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. 

Services are also live 
streamed on the church’s 
Facebook page. For more 
information, call 774-304-
1021 or visit sturfed.org.

FEDERATED CHURCH
 FROM PAGE 1
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cumbed during covid, but his 
family story is intimately con-
nected to far Cape Cod from 
just about the beginning. 

The seashore that is the 
outer Cape fronts an ocean 
that often lashes it with 
storms that make its coast a 
treacherous place for ships 
that sail off of. This would 
make it a place of opportuni-
ty for John’s ancestors, many 
of them.

John spoke of the waters 
off the Cape that were re-
ferred to as “Dangerfield.” 
A fitting name for what hap-
pened there. 

In 1794, a local cleric, 
Reverend James Freeman 
wrote that “There were more 
ships wrecked near the east-
ern shore of Truro than any 
other part of Cape Cod.” 

The reverend suggested the 
building of a lighthouse. In 
1786 Congress appropriated 
$8,000 for the purpose.

Here is where the Small 
Family enters the picture. 
John’s great-great-great 
grandfather,

Isaac Small (b. 1754), was 
a prosperous farmer with 
55 acres, and would sell ten 
acres to the U.S. Government 
for $100 and the right of way 
for $10. You don’t get bar-
gains like that these days.

In 1796 the 45-foot oc-
tagonal wooden tower was 
built 500 feet from the bluff  
to shine160 feet above the 
ocean, and on Nov. 15, 1797 
a man climbed to the top of 
the new tower and lit 15 spi-
der lamps with whale oil fuel.

Thus, the beginning of the 
Highland Lighthouse.

As one might suspect, 
there was a familial relation-
ship between the presenter 
and that first light house 
keeper. It would be Isaac 
Small, and he would receive 
an annual salary of $100.

Technological improve-
ments were constant. In 1798 
the first flashing light in the 

country was installed in a 
Lighthouse. The device was 
called an eclipser.

The Small family tenure 
ceased for a while in 1812, 
in time to miss the first light-
house’s demise due to storms.

In 1833, brick replaced 
the original wood structure 
of the Highland Light and 
in 1840 a new, more powerful 
lantern was installed.

1843 saw the return of the 
Small Family. Isaac’s son, 
James, would be keeper, with 
a hiatus of a few years, until 
1856.  The renowned Henry 
David Thoreau would travel 
to the Lighthouse, and spend 
time with the Smalls.

The Lighthouse would 
again have to be rebuilt, this 
time in 1857, to 66-feet with a 
Fresnel lens, a technological 
advance.

There was no reason for 
John, in his presentation, to 
dwell on the excitement of 
the lighthouse keeper’s life, 
for another relative opined 
in print that “The lives of 
the keepers are somewhat 
monotonous…the routine of 
their duties is regular and sys-
tematic.”

Of course, many a life was 
preserved due to the intermit-
tent emergencies the keepers 
were there for.

The Small Family would 
have one more member as 
keeper in 1873 as Thomas 
Kenney Small, grandson of 
the first man to serve, had a 
brief term. Thomas lived on 
a farm close to the light and 
remained involved.

There is only so much 
lighthouses can do. John 
noted the famous “Portland 
Gale” storm of 1898. The 
Portland was a ship that sunk 
in the storm after leaving 

Boston with nearly 200 pas-
sengers.

The lighthouse changed 
with the times. A naval ra-
dio station was set there in 
1904. The Fresnel lens was 
electrified in 1932. The bea-
con was automated in 1986 
and the Highland Light de-
staffed.

One of the last keepers, 
Patrick Punty thought he 

heard a ghostly voice in the 
lighthouse. Per Mr. Punty, 
“If I was going to be a ghost, 
I’d like to be in a lighthouse. 
I’d stay there the rest of my 
life.”  Some philosophical 
if  not theological room for 
thought on what constitutes 
the life of a ghost.

In 1996, the light had to 
be moved, due to the reced-
ing edge of the shore, 450 feet 
inland so that it did not be-
come a ghost.

John presented so much 
more than is included here, 
He is an artist, and he fea-
tured drawings to illustrate 
all that he related.

There is even more in his 
book, “The Small Family 
Legacy: A Journey of Inge-
nuity Sea and Story”. The 
book is also replete with his 
drawings, and is available on 
Amazon.

His next book will be 
“Thomas the Lighthouse 
Mouse”, “a whimsical chil-
dren’s tale of friendship, 
bravery and light – set in and 
around the Highland Light-
house, where little Thomas 
and his mouse fiends find 
adventure, meaning, and 
home.” Surely, there will be 
no dearth of John’s illustra-
tions.

MARITIME HISTORY
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
John Small presented a program 
about the history of the Highland 
Lighthouse at the Sturbridge Senior 
Center.

A ghost in the lighthouse.

The Eclipser-progress, but not perfection.

A famous man visited the Highland Lighthouse

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Popular potato 

snack
  5. Guards the 

Pyramids
 11. Furnish anew
 14. Herb
 15. Preoccupy the 

mind continually
 18. The lowest adult 

male singing voice
 19. NATO commander 

(abbr.)
 21. A major division of 

geological time
 23. New Zealand parrot
 24. Notions
 28. Lump in yarn
 29. Indicates position
 30. Lose hold of
 32. Hindu honorific
 33. Former OSS
 35. Electronic data 

processing

 36. Cost per mile
 39. Snake-like fish
 41. They start the 

alphabet
 42. Taylor Swift’s tour
 44. Intermediate 

ecological stage
 46. Scarlett’s home
 47. Of he
 49. Ohio city
 52. Breakfast item
 56. An evening party
 58. __ Falls
 60. Linked together
 62. Mythological spirits
 63. Small Eurasian 

deer

CLUES DOWN
  1. Earliest human 

form: __-Magnon 
man

  2. Flavoring
  3. Notion

  4. Bundy and Fenwick 
are two

  5. Qualities of sound
  6. One who gets paid
  7. Expresses surprise
  8. O.J. trial judge
  9. Pointed ends of 

pens
 10. Shield bugs genus
 12. Container for 

shipping
 13. Upper body parts
 16. Closes tightly
 17. Nigerian World 

Heritage Site
 20. Volcanic island 

in Fiji
 22. Commercial
 25. -__: denotes past
 26. They __
 27. Confraternities
 29. A way to gain a 

point
 31. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 34. Brew
 36. Badgers group
 37. Sailing boat
 38. __ Polo, explorer
 40. Elder citizen (abbr.)
 43. Frankish law code
 45. Exclamation of 

surprise
 48. Groan
 50. It presses clothing
 51. Do not allow
 53. Gelatinous 

substance
 54. Common Japanese 

surname
 55. Present in nature
 57. Electronic 

countermeasures
 58. Last or greatest in 

an indefinitely large 
series

 59. Commercials
 61. News agency

- public safety -
East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of June 
16-22, the East Brookfield 
Police Department respond-
ed to 129 building/proper-
ty checks, 47 directed area 
patrols, six traffic controls, 
11 radar assignments, nine 
emergency 911 calls, eight cit-
izen assists, three assist other 
agencies, one investigation, 
two safety hazards, one fire, 
three thefts/larcenies, two 
motor vehicle accidents, five 
animal calls and 34 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
East Brookfield.

Monday, June 16
9:47 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

West Main Street, Officer 
Handled

3:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Tuesday, June 17
12:04 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Connie Mack Drive, Officer 
Handled

3:56 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
East Main Street, Served in 
Hand

Wednesday, June 18
7:42 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Connie Mack Drive, Officer 
Handled

12:49 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Draper Road, 
Transported to Hospital

12:51 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Draper Road, 
Merge

4:47 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Lashaway Drive Circle, Tak-
en/Referred to Other Agency

5:07 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

5:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

7:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

8:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Harrington Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Thursday, June 19
7:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

11:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, East Main Street, Re-
port Taken

5:17 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Harrington Street, 
Written Warning

5:25 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Harrington Street, 
Written Warning

5:57 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Bridge Street, 
Transported to Hospital

6:11 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Services 
Rendered

Friday, June 20
11:58 a.m. Larceny/Theft/

Shoplifting, Harrington 
Street, Report Taken

12:30 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, East Main 
Street, Investigated

2:10 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Unknown Location, 
Officer Handled

2:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Dunn Brook Road, Officer 
Handled

4:33 p.m. 911 Assist Citi-
zen, West Main Street, Ser-
vices Rendered

4:59 p.m. Disturbance, 
West Main Street, Officer 
Handled

5:29 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, East Main 
Street, Officer Handled

11:06 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-
hicle Crash, Podunk Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, June 21
8:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

9:08 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Sturbridge, Services 
Rendered

10:18 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Services 
Rendered

11:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Written 

Warning
2:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Shore Road, Written 
Warning

3:04 p.m. Radar, North 
Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

3:18 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

6:04 p.m. Investigation, 
Harrington Street, Spoken 
To

6:12 p.m. Traffic Control, 
Podunk Road, Citation Is-
sued

6:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Bridge Street, Citation 
Issued

6:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Podunk Road, Citation 
Issued

9:02 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Written Warning

11:58 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Out of Town, Ser-
vices Rendered

Sunday, June 22
12:02 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Connie Mack Drive, Services 
Rendered

12:41 p.m. Fire/Other, 
Harrington Lane, Taken/Re-

ferred to Other Agency
2:07 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Oakwood Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

3:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

4:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Street, Written 
Warning

5:24 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, East Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

8:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

During the week of July 
14-21, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 12 building/
property checks, 11 direct-
ed/area patrols, two radar 
assignments, one traffic con-
trol, one emergency 911 call, 
two citizen assists, two com-
plaints, one vandalism, one 
property damage, two safety 
hazards, one animal call and 
seven motor vehicle stops in 
the town of New Braintree.

Monday, July 14
8:34 a.m. 911 Misdial, 

Mass Central Rail Trail, No 
Action Required

6:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Wednesday, July 16
12:43 p.m. Property Dam-

age, Ravine Road, Report 
Taken

Thursday, July 17
2:03 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Barr Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

4:35 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
West Brookfield Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Saturday, July 19
12:22 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Services 
Rendered

5:14 p.m. Vandalism, Ra-
vine Road, Investigated

7:05 p.m. Complaint, 
Wine Road, Spoken To

Sunday, July 20
12:02 p.m. Complaint, 

Memorial Drive, Spoken To

New Braintree Police Log
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Panthers grab another win
AUBURN – Last 

Monday evening, Quab-
bin boys summer bas-
ketball scored a win over 
Shepherd Hill. Combined 
with a win last Wednes-
day night, the Panthers 
are an impressive 8-1 for 
the summer season in 
the Auburn High School 
Summer Basketball 
League. The Panthers 
have one final regular 
season game earlier this 
week before the playoffs 
begin.

Brady Patchen navigates through 
the defense looking for a basket.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Isaac Patchen crosses midcourt 
with the ball.

Aiden Crane goes for the layup.Evan Sherbloom keeps the ball from going out of bounds.Jacoby Dilling calls out a play.

Post 241 advances in Legion tourney
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WORCESTER—Nate 
Kaczuwka will be ineligible 
to play for the Monson Post 
241 Legion baseball team in 
the summer of 2026.

Kaczuwka hurled a 
three-hitter as Monson 
stayed alive in the 2025 state 
playoffs with a 7-1 victory 
over the Wilbraham Fal-
cons at Fitton Field located 
on the College of the Holy 
Cross campus, last Sunday.

“Unless we can make a 
heck of a run in the state 
playoffs, this was the last 
start of my legion career,” 
Kaczuwka said. “Being the 
winning pitcher in my final 
start is a great way to go 
out.”

Monson, who finished 
the regular season with a 7-6 
record, began the playoffs 
with a 7-1 loss to Shrews-
bury Post 297, who were the 
top-seeded and host team in 
the Region 3 pod.

The Wilbraham Falcons 
(7-6), who finished tied with 
Monson in the District 3 
standings, lost 5-4 to Low-

ell Post 87 in the opening 
round game.

At the start of the reg-
ular season, the Falcons 
squeaked out an 8-7 home 
win against Monson.

“We lost a close game to 
Wilbraham at the beginning 
of the season,” said Monson 
manager Steve Tripp. “We 
had some timely hits, and 
we broke the game open af-
ter the rain delay in the sixth 
inning.”

Monson held a slim 2-1 
lead when it began raining 
with one-out in the sixth 
inning. The members of the 
grounds crew began rolling 
out the tarp in left field be-
fore the home plate umpire 
stopped the game.

When play resumed 30 
minutes later, Wilbraham 
righty Anthony Ardolino, 
who played baseball at Pope 
Francis, recorded his sev-
enth strikeout which was the 
second out of the frame.

Monson would send six 
more batters to the plate 
before the final out of the 
inning was made.

“We just stayed focused 
in the dugout during the 

rain delay,” said Monson 
catcher Kyle Kaczuwka. 
“We managed to pull away 
after that.”   

Monson third baseman 
Brayden Mega kept the in-
ning alive with a line-drive 
single to right field. Then 
Dylan Holbrook, who had 
been a pinch hitter two in-
nings earlier, was safe at first 
base following a throwing 
error by the third baseman.

Centerfielder Zack 
Youngberg, who attends 
Worcester Academy, greet-
ed relief pitcher Robert 
Bouchard by hitting a hard 
groundball single into left 
field scoring the first run of 
the inning. Two more runs 
crossed the plate when Kyle 
Kaczuwka (3-for-4) blasted 
a triple that bounced off the 
center field fence.

“Kyle is our best hitter,” 
Tripp said. “He was our 
starting catcher in today’s 
game, but he can also play 
any infield position. He just 
loves playing baseball.”

Second baseman Miguel 

PeoplesBank advances to Tri-County finals
HOLYOKE – In a best-

of-three games series, the 
PeoplesBank Tri-County 
baseball team swept Teddy 
Bear Pools in two games to 
advance to the league cham-
pionship series. St. Joseph’s 
won its series in three games, 
two games to one, to face 
PeoplesBank. 

That championship series 
was scheduled to begin ear-
lier this week. PeoplesBank 
defeated Teddy Bear in both 
games by a final of 7-2.

Rey Rivera gets the out at first for PeoplesBank.

Dave Clark flips a throw to first.

Cam MacDonald sends the ball from 
third to first.

Alex Gochinski makes a throw to 
first for Teddy Bear Pools.

Mason Barcomb fields a grounder to short. Seth Allen steals second base.

HOLYOKE – The Val-
ley Blue Sox hosted the 
Bristol Blues in what was 
a phenomenal game. Bris-
tol (25-17) scored two runs 
in the top of the second. 
Blues’ Dean Oneill singled, 
which was then followed 
by a Thomas Ahlers single. 
The first baseman Trevor 
Hansen smacked a double 
into left to score Oneill and 
Ahlers. The Blues were in 
business up 2-0. 

Valley (19-21) responded 
in the bottom of the fourth 
inning. Second baseman 
Sean Darnell singled into 
left for the Blue Sox’s first 
hit of the night. An E4 by 

Bristol’s Danny Infante al-
lowed Michael Elko to ad-
vance to first. John LaFleur 
then came up to the plate. 
He doubled off the right 
field wall to score Darnell 
and advance Elko to third. 
Tim Ford hit a sac-fly to 
right, which scored Elko and 
advanced LaFleur to third. 
Valley’s Catcher, Hayden 
Perry singled, scoring LaF-
leur to give the Blue Sox the 
lead 3-2 after four innings. 

The Blues found their 
offensive footing in the top 
of the fifth. Tyler Benick 
reached first on a walk. Blue 
Sox’s Starting Pitcher Conor 
Wolf got replaced by Jake 

Andrews with one out in 
the inning. Andrews struck 
out the first batter he faced, 
that being Infante. Kristo-
pher Giangreco walked to 
put another runner on base 
for Bristol. The three-hole 
hitter, Gianno Merlonghi, 
ripped a single into shallow 
right field, scoring Benick to 
tie the game at 3-3. Valley’s 
relief pitcher Andrews, got 
out of the inning by striking 
out Oneill to limit the dam-
age to one run. 

In the bottom of the   
sixth the Blue Sox’s First 
Baseman Elko blasted a 

Valley Blue Sox score win over Bristol

SEE MONSON LEGION 
PAGE 8

SEE BLUE SOX PAGE 8

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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homer into right field as the 
crowd roared in cheers. Val-
ley was now up 4-3 after the 
go ahead homer by Elko. 
Blue Sox Head Coach Endy 
Morales was hyped after the 
homer. “He’s unbelievable. 
Off the field he’s a high char-

acter guy and on the field 
he does all the little things 
right.” Ford then lined a sin-
gle in the gap into left but 
then got caught on a pickoff 
by Bristol’s Pitcher Mason 
Glickman. The Blue Sox 
were not able to score more 
runs after the homerun but 
reclaimed the lead to end the 

inning. 
No more runs were scored 

and the game ended 4-3 in 
favor of Valley. Morales 
gave his thoughts on the 
game. “I thought we pitched 
really well. We got ahead of 
a bunch of hitters and that 
makes a big difference when 
you’re getting ahead.” 

BLUE SOX FROM PAGE 7

Velasquez continued Mon-
son’s rally with an RBI sin-
gle to right field, which gave 
Monson a 6-1 advantage.

Then Nate Kaczuwka, 
who was the ninth batter of 
the inning, also hit a triple 
down the rightfield line scor-
ing another run. 

The righthander then 
kept Wilbraham off the 
scoreboard during the fi-
nal two innings finishing 
his complete game perfor-
mance.

Monson took a 1-0 lead 

with no-outs in the top of 
the second inning.

Velasquez, who hit a 
leadoff single, scored the 
first run of the game when 
Nate Kaczuwka doubled to 
left. It could’ve been a much 
bigger inning for Monson, 
as they left the bases loaded.  

Wilbraham tied the score 
in the bottom half of the 
frame.

Bouchard, who began 
the game in centerfield, drew 
a walk before advancing to 
second base following a wild 
pitch. After the next batter 
flied out to right, leftfield-
er Ethan Steigmeyer drove 

home Bouchard with a sin-
gle.

Wilbraham’s other two 
base hits were by shortstop 
Luke Stejna and first base-
man Liam Howe.

Monson quickly retook 
the lead in the next inning 
with an unearned run. Kyle 
Kaczuwka knocked home 
the go-ahead run with a sin-
gle to left.

Post 241 made another 
trip to Worcester less than 
twenty four hours later and 
played another elimination 
game.

“My older brother 
pitched a great game, and it 

feels great winning our first 
playoff game,” Kyle Kaczu-
wka said. “We just need to 
take it one day at a time.”
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Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.
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choices, symbolic of the 
daily uncertainty and chal-
lenges faced by families of 
children in treatment. Ruck-
ers were given a card with 
a story of a child who was 
from a Why Me family. 

The Ultimate Finishers 
rucked 130 miles over the 
four days and camped at 
the same farms the 100 mile 
ruckers did.  

“Rucking for Kailiah 
and her family turned out to 
be a gift. Pushing through 
each day and all the chal-
lenges that came with it, got 
us one step closer to finding 
out how Kailiah’s story un-
folded. It really was a mov-
ing experience. One I’ll cer-
tainly never forget. Kailiah’s 
cancer journey moved me to 
never take things granted,” 
said Diana VanOudenhove 
of Oakham. 

People traveled from out 
of state to participate in this 
event, but many of the par-
ticipants are from right here 
in our community. 

Oakham residents par-
ticipating in the Ultimate 
Challengers Ruck were Di-
ana VanOudenhove and 

Holly Dube and in the 
100-Mile Ruck March were 
Steve Gatulis and Mike 
Smith.

Barre residents partici-
pating in the 100-Mile Ruck 
March were Michelle Kel-
licker and Mary Whitelaw. 

From West Brookfield, 
Jamie Hasenfus participat-
ed in the 100-Mile Ruck 
March 

East Brookfield resi-
dents participating in the 
Ultimate Challengers Ruck 
were Jay Sauvageau and in 
the 100-Mile Ruck March, 

Michael Ethier.
The Ruck March be-

gan at Why Me & Sherry’s 
House in Worcester. One 
day one, ruckers made their 
way from Worcester to Li-
lac Hedge Farm in Rutland, 
where they camped over-
night. On day two starting 
at 6 a.m., a cowbell wake-up 
signaled the next leg from 
Lilac Hedge Farm to Stone 
Cow Brewery in Barre.

On day three, ruckers 
went from Stone Cow Brew-
ery to Oakholm Brewery in 
Brookfield, where the miles 
began to take their toll.

On day four, ruckers 
made the final push back to 
Why Me & Sherry’s House 
in Worcester, ending where 
they started, full circle in 

more ways than one.
Each night, ruckers 

were greeted by family and 
friends at parties that ben-
efited Why Me & Sherry’s 
House. 

How can you get in-
volved? Whether you’re a 
seasoned rucker, a first-time 
volunteer, a business owner, 
or someone simply looking 
to help, your support mat-
ters. Sponsor the event as 
a business or organization, 
donate directly to Why Me 
& Sherry’s House at whyme.
org, volunteer for next 

year’s event or join the ruck 
and walk with purpose

Registration for next 
year’s event is open, 
and people can visit 
100mileruckmarch.com for 
more information. 

Donations can be 
made to Diana’s fundrais-
ing page https://whyme.
org/event_campaign/va-
noudenhove-finishers-chal-
lenge/?empty-cart=true 

100+MILE RUCK 
PAGE 1

Silk conquers Monadnock Speedway
WINCHESTER, New 

Hampshire – After a se-
ries record eight different 
to open the year, Sunday’s 
Cheshire County Clash 
200 at Monadnock Speed-
way yielded the first repeat 
winner of the 2025 NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour season.

Ron Silk would be the 
one to snap the streak, 
earning his first Monad-
nock victory with the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour in the process. The 
triumph did not come 
without drama for Silk, 
who collided with race 
leader Patrick Emerling 
in Turn 3 with 30 laps re-
maining, sending the latter 
for a spin.

Silk attributed the col-
lision to two drivers going 
for the win. Although he 
was disappointed to see 
Emerling spin after the 
contact, Silk was more 
than satisfied to finally vis-

it Victory Lane at Monad-
nock in his 15th appear-
ance.

“We were racing pretty 
hard,” Silk said. “I pulled 
out on the exit of Turn 2 
and he didn’t give me a lot 
of room, but I don’t blame 
him. I feel like we both 
kind of got loose in and 
made some contact. I wish 
he could have held onto it, 
but that’s hard racing.”

Silk attributed the col-
lision to two drivers going 
for the win. Although he 
was disappointed to see 
Emerling spin after the 
contact, Silk was more 
than satisfied to finally vis-
it Victory Lane at Monad-
nock in his 15th appear-
ance.

“We were racing pretty 
hard,” Silk said. “I pulled 
out on the exit of Turn 2 
and he didn’t give me a lot 
of room, but I don’t blame 
him. I feel like we both 
kind of got loose in and 

made some contact. I wish 
he could have held onto it, 
but that’s hard racing.”

Matt Hirschman cele-
brates after claiming the 
Whelen Short Track Cup 
for the second time during 
the Cheshire County Clash 
200 for the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour at 
Monadnock Speedway in 
Winchester, New Hamp-
shire on July 20, 2025. (Pho-
to: Jaiden Tripi/NASCAR) 
Bonsignore held on 
to finish second while 
Hirschman secured third, 
which enabled him to claim 
his second Whelen Short 
Track Cup. Hirschman 
endured an odyssey just to 
reach the top five, as a mis-
take in qualifying relegated 
him to 20th on the starting 
grid.

By utilizing strategy and 
persevering with a car not 
to his liking, Hirschman 
narrowly edged out his 
Mud Lane neighbor Aus-

tin Beers for the Whelen 
Short Track Cup and a 
$3,500 bonus courtesy of 
JDV Productions.

“I did not think this 
was possible,” Hirschman 
said. “I do think we gave 
it away last night, but we 
ended up with a third place 
finish with a car that felt 
like it was on six or seven 
cylinders. My guys worked 
hard, nobody knows what 
the problem is, but it’s 
nobody’s fault. The Cup 
wouldn’t have even been a 
contest if  we finished re-
motely close to where we 
should have last night.

“I feel like I drove my 
rear end off today with 
what I had.”

Anthony Nocella and 
Trevor Catalano made up 
the rest of the top five. 
Rounding out the top 10 at 
Monadnock were Joey Ci-
priano III, Luke Baldwin, 
Emerling, Beers and Tom-
my Catalano.

Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer 
league, Quabbin Valley, 
with contributions from the 
Valley Wheel Over-28 Base-
ball League, created a four-
team fall league last year 
featuring the Braves, Dodg-
ers, Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 
league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league 
if  it finds enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games add-
ed to the schedule depend-

ing on the completion of 
the spring/summer season 
as well as to makeup rain-
outs, potentially. Games are 
nine-innings long and there 
is a small playoff and cham-
pionship held at the end of 
the season. Last year’s fall 
season was eight games and 
that is the goal for this year. 
Free and low-cost fields are 
used as well as just one um-
pire in an effort to keep the 
costs lower for players. The 
cost to play will likely range 
from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Play-
ers from outside the Quab-
bin League may also pay a 
small fee for insurance as 
well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 
soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled and team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

Quabbin Valley set to host 
second over-28 fall league

Jay Sauvageau of East Brookfield is 
shown rucking toward an aid station 
before one of the Ultimate Finishers 
Ruck challenges.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY BRIANNA WHITELAW
Jamie Hasenfus West Brookfield received a high five from a Why Me & Sherry’s 
House child.

The start line of 100-Mile Ruck.

Diana VanOudenhove of Oakham 
is shown rucking into Stone Cow in 
Barre.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
NATIVE ULTIMATE 12

 FISHING KAYAK: 
Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.  
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle, 
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras. 
$600.

 Call Frank 413-537-5254

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. 

Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Call Joe Sablack 413-436-9821, 

Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-
283-7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A 
BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH 

RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours, 
good pay for hardworking person.Please 
come by and fill out application. Partners 
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun, 
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays. 
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant  485 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
IS SEEKING A

 PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based 
on experience. Approximately 16 hours 
per week. Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within 
the Highway Department. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can
be found on the Town’s website: 
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to highway@worthington-ma.us and 
sboard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the 
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is 
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred 
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL, 
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current 
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be 
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent 
benefits. 
Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru, 
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main 
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235. 
For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity 
employer).

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com
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64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

NO SALES TAX HOLIDAY!
PRE BUY SALE!!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

1000’S OF APPLIANCE DEALS!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

NEW LISTING: 
WEST BROOKFIELD, MA

Charming 4-bed Cape in beautiful West Brookfield! Close 
to the town common, this 2000 sq. ft. antique-style home 
blends character & comfort. Enjoy a custom remodeled 
kitchen, with breakfast nook & all appliances included. 1st-
floor bedroom, sunny family room, dining & living room, 
remodeled bath, natural gas stove, oil heat, and spacious 
mudroom with laundry. 3 more bedrooms upstairs, plus a bonus room. Neutral & inviting 
throughout. Oversized 2-car detached garage and 2 fenced backyards - perfect for pets 
or play! Sidewalks, streetlights, in-town beach, and year-round events make this town 
feel like a Hallmark movie. Easy access to Routes 9, 20, & MA Pike! Listed at $389,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

180 West Street, Ware • 508-868-0016
www.bppools.com • bppools@hotmail.com

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$684,900
4 beds/3 baths

9 Birch Hill Rd.
W. Brookfield, MA

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$549,900
3 beds/ 3 baths

455 Cronin Rd.
Warren, MA

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$599,900
3 beds/3baths

8 Foster Rd. 
W. Brookfield, MA

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday
Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 26 ..........Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Massachusetts RMV warns public of text scams
BOSTON – The Massa-

chusetts Registry of Motor 
Vehicles warns the public to 
beware of text messages that 
allege to be from the RMV 
that request payment or oth-
er information. 

The practice, also known 
as smishing, can involve mes-
sages stating the RMV will 

take action against an indi-
vidual due to unpaid fees. 
Attempts have been made in 
Massachusetts and several 
others states to trick indi-
viduals into sharing credit 
card numbers and other sen-
sitive information, direct-
ing them to websites to pay 
outstanding balances. The 

RMV strongly encourages 
customers not to click links 
contained in such messages.  

“If you receive any kind 
of message telling you to 
make a payment or that you 
need to act quickly, do not 
click the link. The RMV 
will never text you looking 
for payment,” said Registrar 

of Motor Vehicles Colleen 
Ogilvie. “Scammers will of-
ten convey urgency to ma-
nipulate you. If you need to 
perform a Registry transac-
tion online, be sure to only 
use Mass.Gov/RMV.” 

A wave of current text 
messages circulating warns 
of traffic ticket enforcement 

and that immediate action 
must be taken to avoid li-
cense suspension and vehi-
cle registration revocation 
and impact to one’s credit 
score. The texts referenced a 
false regulation that allows 
for this enforcement action. 
These texts are being cus-
tomized with dates and dif-

ferent states and can include 
the word “Massachusetts” to 
trick individuals into imme-
diate payment. 

Scammers will sometimes 
create links that mimic the 
names and URLs of official 
websites. Customers should 
only use Mass.Gov/RMV for 
online RMV services. 


