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{W l/f (A Postpartum Show

Brookfield artist
featured in gallery
exhibition

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
— One of the most trans-
formative seasons of life is
the shift into motherhood,
which Brookfield artist Va-
nessa Varjian has captured
in her solo show, “Sunrise —
A Postpartum Show,” which
opens next month at West
Brookfield Art & Frame
Gallery, 10 East Main St.

The reception for Var-
jlan’s “Sunrise — A Post-
partum Show” will be held
on Friday, Aug. 7 from 5-7
p-m., and includes wine and
cheese, fine art, friendly con-
versation and community.
The show will be displayed
at the gallery through the
month of August.

Varjian is a painter who
is known for her use of light
and shadows to create stun-
ning landscape scenes, many
of which she paints plein air.

See SUNRISE PAGE 5

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This self portrait drawing will be featured in Vanessa Varjian’s exhibition, “Sunrise — A Postpartum Show”
at West Brookfield Art & Frame Gallery, during the month of August. An opening reception will be held

Friday, Aug. 7 from 5-7 p.m.

Select Board signs
water contracts

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD - The
Select Board held a joint
meeting with the Water
Commissioners last Thurs-
day to discuss signing con-
tracts with East National
Water LLC for operators
and Rebecca Roughley for
procurement.

Water Commission
Chair Don Taft said he
called an emergency meet-
ing for the commission,
who voted favorably on the
two contracts at the July 16
joint meeting. Taft said the
contract with East Nation-
al Water LLC would be for
two months, but will have
a couple two-month ex-
tensions for a total of six
months.

He said the cost per
month is $8,250, and their
regular hours are Monday
through Friday from 8§

a.m.-5 p.m.
Taft said he does not
anticipate them  being

there for the entirety of the
regular hours. He also not-
ed there are extra costs if
there are emergencies after
hours, as the LLC charges

$80 per hour plus time and
a half.

Taft said the LLC would
handle repairs as a regular
employee would, but they
do contract out. The town
has already been working
with a contractor for wa-
ter related services though,
and the Select Board mem-
bers said they were com-
fortable with them.

Taft also discussed how
the town got to the point
of needing this contract,
saying the town hired a
secondary operator in
December 2025 who han-
dled the system until the
end of February. He said
they then hired a super-
intendent who was taking
classes for an operator in
training, and received a six
month certificate from the
Department of Environ-
mental Protection that was
going to expire in August.

Taft said that the em-
ployee’s application as a
T1 operator was denied by
the DEP, and he resigned
as of July 17.

He said the contract
with Roughley will put

See BROOKFIELD
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BOS, FinCom discuss budget

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD
~The Board of Selectmen
held a joint meeting with
the Finance Committee at
its July 13 meeting to dis-
cuss the fiscal year 2027
budget process, along with a
look ahead at what the FY
28 process may look like, in-
cluding the possibility of an
override.

During the meeting, Fi-
nance Committee member
Mark Carpentier said there
were some things over-
looked or done too quickly
during the FY 27 budget,
including making final de-
cisions the night of the an-
nual town meeting. He said
the town cannot afford to
do that.

However, he said there

is room for improved com-
munication, and the town
accountant will be provid-
ing a detailed calendar, so
the town can meet dead-
lines and each employee and
board member can under-
stand their responsibilities.

Carpentier also  said
there is a struggle to present
a balanced budget within
the limits of proposition 2.5
next year, which was some-
thing the Finance Commit-
tee noted at the annual town
meeting.

He said there needs to be
a discussion as to whether
the town makes a case for
an override next year, and
how that process will start.
He said other towns spend
up to two years educating
residents on why they need
an override, and the con-

See E BROOKFIELD
PAGE 9

Road projects discussed
by Select Board

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD — The Board of Se-
lectmen met Monday where
they discussed road projects
and chapter 90 financials,
including a plan to pave an-
other stretch of North Main
Street.

At the July 27 meeting,
Chair Jamie Gilman said
there is an application with
Mass Broken Stone to con-
tinue the paving project
done earlier this year, which
went to Spring Street.

The additional paving is
planned to go from Spring
Street to past the intersec-

tion of Ward and Gilbert
Streets. The cost was esti-
mated to be about $313,000,
including driveway aprons,
but Selectman Ralph Kay
noticed there was an updat-
ed cost of about $321,000
not including those.

The board instructed the
financial team to determine
which estimate is accurate,
and whether there is a base
cost for fuel.

Gilman also went over
some unexpected balanc-
es, which include money
already reimbursed from
last year plus expected re-
imbursements that have not
come in yet. The total unex-

See N BROOKFIELD
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Norcross Wildlife Foundation interns Nathan Dietz and May Adams presented their research.

Norcross and Opacum co-host ‘Moth Ball’

By Kevin Flanders
Staff Writer

WALES - Continuing
to ramp up its offerings in
community programming,
Norcross Wildlife Founda-
tion hosted an interactive
event for guests of all ages
last week.

In partnership with
Opacum Land Trust, Nor-
cross Wildlife Foundation
held the very first Moth
Ball program on July 25.
Local families enjoyed sev-
eral educational activities,
including presentations
from Norcross summer in-
terns, craft sessions, and

special displays.

“We want to give peo-
ple more opportunities to
learn about the restoration
work we are doing. These
types of programs help
connect people with nature
in a meaningful way,” said
Caro Munoz, the director
of programs and research

TURLEY PHOTO BY KEVIN FLANDERS

at Norcross.

During the July 25 pro-
gram, several interns ex-
plained their summer re-
search projects to guests.
Meanwhile, Norcross staff
leaders were excited to meet
people from throughout the

See MIOTH BALL
PAGE 9

Police, Building departments present reports

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - The
Police Department and
Building Department pre-
sented reports to the Select
Board during its July 20
meeting.

Police Chief Earl Des-
sert said the department

responded to 2,390 calls
for service in May. He said
of those calls, there were
65 arrests, six operating
under the influence, two
drug calls, 21 motor vehicle
crashes, 203 citations and
warnings issued, 546 prop-
erty checks and five bur-
glaries or larcenies.

Dessert said certain calls,
such as property checks are

reduced over last year since
there are two officers per
vehicle this year.

Dessert also highlighted
six motor vehicle crashes
between the Walmart pla-
za and the Xtra Mart, four
child seat installations, boat
patrols and inspections
conducted.

Dessert also said the de-
partment is currently op-

erating business as usual,
noting a successful 250th
celebration and public safe-
ty day at Tantasqua Re-
gional High School.

Select Board member
Mary Dowling said a res-
ident asked why some de-
tails are performed by out
of town agencies. Accord-

See STURBRIDGE
PAGE 8
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Board of Selectmen discusses audit findings

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The Board of Selectmen
discussed the findings of a
fiscal year 2025 audit with
town Accountant Donna
Couture and town Treasur-
er Nicole Allen.

The board went over a
concern with the audit find-
ing the town got a failing
grade on cash reconcilia-
tion.

According to Chair
Andrew Lynch, the audit
found there was no ade-
quate system to track cash
flow, which required the
treasurer to have to rec-
reate outstanding check
listings, but in the process
she excluded a warrant of
over $70,000. Lynch said
the outstanding checks per
treasurer were $68,000.

Allen said that amount
wasn’t actually missed, it
was just not added to the
correct fiscal year at the
time it came out.

According to Allen, the
more than $70,000 had

been in the balance sheets
since 2023, but Couture
disputed that. Couture said
had it been there, the au-
ditors would have found it
in the audit they did before
2025.

Couture also alleged
that Allen submitted differ-
ing figures to the auditors
than she reported with the
state.

Board of  Selectmen
member Amber Kowalczyk
brought up concerns that
there were similar findings
in an audit from 2020, and
none of the solutions have
been put into motion six
years later. Kowalczyk said
the process should be coor-
dinated better, and the ac-
countant and treasurer need
to work better together.

Kowalczyk said the orig-
inal variance on the docu-
ment of $98,000 was “mind
boggling,” and if an over-
ride will be asked for, resi-
dents are going to see this
information.

According to Couture,
an email about that $98,000
had been sent in January,
but Allen never responded

to it. Allen said she did not
know it was something that
was addressed to her.

Couture said one of the
consequences of the mis-
communication  between
her and the treasurer can
lead to free cash being lim-
ited. The board discussed
implementing a policy to
better the communication
between the two depart-
ments.

Water treatment project

The board approved a
change order for the West
Street  water  treatment
plant project, for well 1
redevelopment at a cost
of $41,524 and internet/
phone improvements at a
cost of $18,967 for a total
of $60,491. Lynch said the
total contract is now at
$8.317 million.

Lynch said there are also
two paving options for the
plant, with segment A go-
ing from the plant to the
well including a turnaround
for $132,546 and segment
B from the plant to West
Street for $178,572, and
if they were combined it

would be $301,568. He said
that cost could potentially
now or in the future come
from chapter 90 funds.

Administrative items

Board of Selectmen
member Robert Button
said he reached out to
Tighe and Bond to inquire
about a grant application
for small bridge repairs on
Podunk Road. Button said
they came back and told
him they’d do it for free, as
opposed to a recommenda-
tion last week from Water
Superintendent Jake Allard
to use Howard Stein Hud-
son for $4,500.

The board also approved
invoices from the Central
Massachusetts  Regional
Planning Commission for
$3,150 for grant adminis-
tration and $13,412 for la-
bor and application prepa-
ration.

The board also sent and
signed a letter to the East
Brookfield Baptist Church
at 267 E. Main St. to ex-
press their interest in ac-
quiring their Harrington
Center property.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Blind Tiger Swing Posse will perform on Sunday, Aug. 2 from 2-5 p.m. as part of the Spencer Parks &
Recreation Commission’s 2026 Summer Concert Series.

Blind Tiger Swing Posse performs Aug. 2

SPENCER - The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation
Commission’s 2026 Sum-
mer Concert Series contin-
ues from 2-5 p.m. on Sun-
day, Aug. 2 at Powder Mill
Park, corner Smithville
and Meadow Roads, with
Blind Tiger Swing Posse.

Blind Tiger Swing
Posse is seven pieces of
hard-driving swing and

rock made up of some of
New England’s most sea-
soned professionals.

Band members include
Doug Moore on vocals and
lead guitar, Pete Levesque
on saxophone, William
Fanning on trumpet, Jeff
Galindo on trombone,
Jim Heffernan on piano,
Joe D’Angelo on bass gui-
tar and Billy MacGilvray

on drums. Each musician
brings their unique skill set
that delivers a timeless mix
of jazz, blues, swing, pop,
soul and rock.

Next up in this series
that runs through Aug. 23
will be Gold Dust Refugees
on Aug. 9.

The concert series is
proudly sponsored by Cor-
nerstone Bank.

RB

RUDOLF
SMITH

Attorneys Lori Granat

and Michelle Murray
have moved to Worcester.

Now accepting new

clients at:

RUDOLF SMITH LLP

(508) 425-6330

Worcester, MA

446 Main Street, Suite 1503

www.mvsllp.com

Summer
concerts
continue on
Thursdays

EAST BROOK-
FIELD -~ The East
Brookfield Bandstand

Committee is once again
bringing live music to
Connie Mack Field this
summer with free Thurs-
day evening concerts
celebrating local talent,
classic rock, and commu-
nity traditions.

Organized entirely
by volunteers, the com-
mittee relies on spon-
sorships, food sales and
donations to make the
annual series possible.

This year’s lineup fea-
tures a variety of musical
styles, including Beat-
les tribute 4Ever Fab
(Aug. 6), the rotating
ensemble ‘Dentity Crisis
(Aug. 13) and the Brook-
field-based rock trio
Moonlight Saints clos-
ing the season on Aug.
20. Highlights include
‘Dentity Crisis’s special
performance celebrating
the 45th anniversary of
The Rolling Stones’ re-
hearsals at Long View
Farm in neighboring
North Brookfield, as well
as the farm’s connections
to The J. Geils Band and
Aerosmith..

The East Brookfield
Summer Concert Series
continues to provide an
opportunity for neigh-
bors and visitors alike to
gather, enjoy live music
and celebrate the com-
munity. All are welcome
to attend.

Registration open for Lions
Club golf tournament

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - Registration is
now open for the 2026
Brookfields Lions Club golf
tournament, according to
event chair, Marc Kokan-
sky.

The annual event is tak-
ing place on Saturday, Aug.
22 at the Quail Hollow
Country Club, 1822 Old
Turnpike Road, Oakham.
The four-person scramble
tournament begins with reg-
istration at noon, followed
by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100
per golfer, which includes
18 holes of golf, cart, skins
competition, closest-to-
the-pin contests and a meal
following the tournament
at Quail Hollow Country
Club.

Proceeds from the tour-
nament will benefit the
Brookfields Lions Club’s
charitable programs and
community service proj-
ects throughout the area.
Through fundraising events

such as this tournament,
the club supports local or-
ganizations and individu-
als while carrying out the
Lions’ mission of serving
those in need.

To register a team or ob-
tain additional information,
contact Kokansky at 508-
847-9843. Registration is
open now through Aug. 15.

About the Lions Club

As the world’s largest,
youngest and most active
service organization, the
mission of Lions Clubs In-
ternational is to empower
volunteers to serve their
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage
peace, and promote interna-
tional understanding.

Members of the Brook-
fields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and sup-
port in the communities of
Brookfield, East Brookfield,
North  Brookfield, West
Brookfield, and New Brain-
tree.

East Brookfield library lists
upcoming events

EAST BROOKFIELD —
The East Brookfield Public
Library, 122 Connie Mack
Drive, will host Celebrating
America from the Begin-
ning: Part 2 “World Turned
Upside Down” on Monday,
Aug. 10 at 5:30 p.m.

Come learn about how
the National Parks played
key roles in the Revolu-
tionary War. Enter for your
chance to win a book, view
a musket and pick up the
National Commemorative
Stamp and coin that tells
the history of the National
Parks. Refreshments from
the Revolutionary War will
be served.

All ages are welcomed;
however, the  program
should hold the interest of
people from 12 and up.

Vincent Kordack is an
East Brookfield resident
with more than 38 years of
experience as a National
Park Ranger. He was as-
signed to 16 of the 18 Na-
tional Parks that revolve
around the Revolutionary
War.

Magic show

Ed Popielarczyk  will
perform a magic show on
Thursday, Aug. 13 at 10:30
a.m.

All ages are welcome
to attend, come see Ed do
magic tricks and create his
balloon art.

Ed also has a flea circus
to show you. Ed has been
doing magic shows for near-
ly 35 years. Come to the li-
brary and enjoy the show.

Registration open for Alex Cordy
memorial golf tournament

St. Carlo Acutis Parish,
Brookfield/West Brookfield/
Warren, is having its 9th An-
nual Alex Cordy Memorial
Charity Golf Tournament
at Quail Hollow Golf and
Country Club, 1822 Old
Turnpike Road, Oakham,
on Saturday, Sept. 12.

Registration begins at
7:15 a.m., with a shotgun
start at 8 a.m.

Alex Cordy was an inte-
gral part of the West Brook-
field community for many
years. In memory of his
outstanding service to his
community, his parish and
being a founding member of
our Knights of Columbus
Council 11080, this tourna-
ment will once again benefit
the Youth Activities Fund
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

f

Operating Since 1965

Work Days & Kids ON TRACK
August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Next Surplus Equipment Sale
Saturday, August 8th

Pioneer Valley Live Streamers
Southwick, MA

MONTHLY PROGRAM
Tuesday, August 12th
Bill Stephens Editor, Trains Magazine

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 267-4555

®

to support the youth in the
local community, a cause
that was very important to
Alex.

The golf tournament or-
ganizers were able to award
two $1,000 scholarships this
past year from the proceeds
of this event to two local
high school seniors, as well
as fund many other youth
activities.

Consider supporting this
event by sponsoring or par-
ticipating in the tournament
individually or with a four-
some. Tournament raffle
items and general donations
to this event are always wel-
comed and appreciated.

Registration and spon-
sorships are now available
for this tournament. To
register, and for more in-
formation, please call 413-
813-8100 or email wallycon-
norl22@gmail.com.

Community Nevgspape(ri
ADVERTISIN
Wonks!

Retailers and small
local businesses put the
lion’s share of their local

advertising in newspapers.
They know which media
truly moves their products.
Besides that, Google’s
research shows that half of
online shoppers are more
likely to buy products they’ve
seen in the paper.
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Lake Wickaboag to get herbicide treatment

WEST BROOKFIELD —
The Lake Wickaboag Pres-
ervation Association has
announced that on Monday,
Aug. 10, Lake Wickaboag
will receive a spot herbicide
treatment for selected nui-
sance aquatic vegetation.

An algaecide application
to treat for algae may also
occur on that day. This
treatment is being conduct-
ed pursuant to Massachu-
setts MassDEP WM-04
permit.

SOLitude Lake Manage-

ment, the contractor hired
by the LWPA to apply the
herbicide and algaecide, has
requested that the use of the
lake be temporarily restrict-
ed as follows: Swimming,
fishing and boating for one
day, Aug. 10; livestock wa-
tering for two days, Aug. 10
and 11; direct drinking for
four days, Aug. 10, 11, 12
and 13; and irrigation for
six days, Aug. 10, 11, 12, 13,
14 and 15.

The LWPA will noti-
fy boaters and swimmers

by placing signs on streets
leading to the lake and by
placing red flag buoys on the
lake, indicating that the lake
is closed. As part of their
education program, they
will also send a reminder to
residents by email and post
on their Facebook page be-
fore the application begins.
If you need addition-
al information, please feel
free to contact SOLitude
Lake Management, at 508-
865-1000 or email LWPA at
lwpa01585@gmail.com.

Sons of A.L. host scholarship golf tournament

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Sons of the American
Legion, Post 244, West
Brookfield is hosting its
21st Annual “Scholarship
Scramble” Golf Tourna-
ment on Saturday, Aug. 8 at

Quail Hollow Country Club
in Oakham.

The 18-hole tournament
will have a 8 a.m. shotgun
start. Chicken dinner, raf-
fles and prizes to follow at
the Legion Post 244 in West

Brookfield.

The registration fee is
$120 per person and must
be received by Aug. 1. To
register, contact Kevin at
774-230-3262 or Gary at
508-450-8643.

Vendors wanted for Flea Market on the common

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The First Congregational
Church of West Brookfield,
UCC, 36 North Main St.,
has been hosting their Flea
Market on the town com-
mon for more than 50 years.

This year the Flea Mar-
ket will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in
6:30-8:30 a.m.). Sellers of
all kinds are welcome — flea
folk, antique dealers, craft-
ers, product vendors and
those emptying out base-
ments and attics.

No food vendors, please.

Spaces are available for
$40 for a 20 x 20 grassy spot.

Vendors must bring their
own tables and tents.

The church will spon-
sor a food tent with grilled
food, cold drinks and sweet
treats. Email to fccofwbflea-
market@gmail.com for an
application or call Karen at
508-801-7692.

BROOKFIELD
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services out to bid, which
is a contract not to exceed
$3,000.

The Select Board autho-
rized both contracts.

Sidewalk ramps

John O’Leary, a repre-
sentative with the Central
Massachusetts Region-
al Planning Commission
along with a representative
from Weston and Sampson
presented the final plans
for sidewalk improvements
throughout town.

The representative from
Weston and Sampson said
there are about 30 through-
out town, which are mainly
focused on installing trun-
cated domes for accessibil-
ity. He said there are three
alternate locations that may
require road reconstruction.

He also said the request
would be to close the roads
the work is being done on,
since they are quick projects.

O’Leary said this is from
a 2022-2023 Community
Development Block Grant
that was for $1.2 million,

of which there is still about
$210,000 for the sidewalks.
He said the rest of it was
used for infrastructure im-
provements on Kimball
Street, which is substantially
complete.

Assessor appointment

The Select Board also
had a joint meeting with the
Board of Assessors, as both
Chaffee and member Beth
Coughlin also serve on that
board. The boards both ap-
proved the appointment of
Eric Nugent as an Assistant
Assessor.

Nugent introduced him-
self, saying he has a bach-
elor’s degree in emergency
management along with a

master’s in public adminis-
tration.

Town Administrator Bly-
the Robinson said she inter-
viewed him and determined
him to be a good fit.

Administrative items

The board approved
change orders for the cul-
vert project on Rice Corner
Cross Road. Robinson said
this is because there have
been delays in getting the
actual culvert.

The board also ratified
year end transfer request
signatures for transfers from
the town hall improvements
line item to tax title, and
from the veterans’ case work
line item to electricity.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Team Mass Boys & Girls

AAU Basketball Tryouts

Serving Central ¢ Western MA
for over 25 years!

Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)
AAU membership needed $28
(purchase on our website, well pull them)

Tryout # 1: Friday, July 31, 2026

Location: Oxford High School
100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA

« Boys & Girls Grades 4th-6th 5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

(3rd grade can try out with 4th grade)

* Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th 6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
* Boys & Girls Grades 9th-12th 7:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Tryout # 2: Thursday, August 6, 2026

Location: North Brookfield High School
10 New School Dr., North Brookfield, MA

« Boys & Girls Grades 4th-6th 5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

(3rd grade can try out with 4th grade)

» Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th 6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.

e Boys & Girls Grades 9th-12th 7:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

NEW
PROGRAMS
Fall 2026

Select Teams
Boys & Girls
8th-Varsity

Little Ballers
Grades K-3
Please check

website
for details.

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com

or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

Library lists
upcoming
family
programs

WEST BROOK-
FIELD - The Merri-
am-Gilbert Library,

3 West Main St., will
be hosting two family
friendly programs in Au-
gust.

These programs are
funded by a grant from
the West Brookfield
Cultural Council, a lo-
cal agency, which is sup-
ported by Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

At 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, Aug. 4, the library
welcomes the Springfield
Symphony  Orchestra’s
Musical Petting Zoo.
An assortment of instru-
ments will be presented.
Participants will then
be encouraged to pick
up and play the instru-
ment(s) of their choice
and make some music.

On Thursday, Aug. 13
at 4 p.m., the Riverside
Reptile Education Cen-
ter, a non-profit Conser-
vation and Education
Reptile Rescue, will pres-
ent their “Living Drag-
ons” program. Come
meet these fascinating
lizards in a hands-on ed-
ucational experience.

Registration is re-
quired. Please call 508-
867-1410 or stop by the
library to reserve your
spot.

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

Town Clerk lists Special
Election information

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Town Clerk, Klarissa
Rose, announced that
nomination papers are
now available for the up-
coming Special Town
Election to be held on
Sept. 1.

These papers must be
filed with the Board of
Registrars, in the Town
Clerk’s office, for certifica-
tion on or before July 28 at

5 p.m. Final day to with-
draw as a candidate is July
30 at 5 p.m.

Appearing on the bal-
lot will be the following:
Select Board member, two-
year term.

Last day to register to
vote before the Special
Town Election is Friday,
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the Town Clerk’s office
at 2 East Main St.

Family fun at St. Aloysius
Parish BBQ on Aug. 2

HARDWICK -
Aloysius  Parish 1nv1tes
families from across the

area to its Summer BBQ
on Sunday, Aug. 2 with
dinner served noon-1 p.m.
at the South Barre Rod
and Gun Club, 2626 Barre
Road.

The afternoon is
planned with every age in
mind, from grandparents
to grandchildren.

The meal is a half
chicken dinner served with
baked potato, corn on the
cob, salad and watermel-
on. Children and adults
alike can join in the games,
and raffles and prizes will
run throughout the after-
noon.

Tickets are $20 each
and are available by call-
ing the rectory at 413-477-

6493. This is a fundraiser
to benefit the Parish Ren-
ovation Funds.

All are welcome to join
in the fun.

About St. Aloysius Par-
ish

St.  Aloysius  Parish
serves the villages of Gil-
bertville and Wheelwright,
from two worship sites,
St. Aloysius Church (64
Church St., Gilbertville)
and St. Augustine Mission
(98 Church Lane, Wheel-
wright).

A parish of the Diocese
of Worcester, it is home
to St. Aloysius Catholic
School and is served in col-
laboration with St. Francis
of Assisi Parish in South
Barre. Learn more at
staloysiusstaugustine.com.
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- opinion -

Roberta McQuaid

The joys of harvest season

It’s been a fun week in
the garden! I love it when
the harvest starts to roll in.

This week 1 picked
broccoli, kale, green beans
and zucchini. 1 also re-
planted a few crops in
hopes of a second harvest
prior to the first frost.

Read on to hear about
my adventures.

You may remember my
column from a few weeks
back, where I was having
a hard time getting “into
it” this year. I guess like
building any relationship,
the more time you spend,
the more time you may
want to spend as things
start to progress and go
well.

Anyway, I am happy
with my garden again and
it feels good to spend time
out there. Back to the har-
vest.

I enjoy harvesting broc-
coli. It’s always fun to see
just how big you can get
the heads to grow before
they want to flower.

The first one I cut was
maybe six inches in diam-
eter. Not bad, but the sec-
ond one was closer to nine
inches.

More heads will be
ready in the coming
weeks. After that I will be
harvesting side shoots.

This year, cabbage
moths were kept at bay by
using a tightly woven bug
netting draped over the
plants and supported by
wire hoops and secured
at the base by old wooden
planks or stones. So far so
good; no worms of any
kind in the water left over
after steaming.

Kale is broccoli’s cous-
in and is subject to the
same pests. Because of
that I also grow it under
the netting.

I’ve been harvesting the
kale for well over a month
and we already have sever-
al bags of it in the freezer.
I am starting to rethink
my use of plastic baggies,
but for now the leaves are
washed, patted dry then
ripped into pieces and
stuffed into baggies push-
ing out as much air as pos-
sible. When my husband
makes his vegetable juices
and stews, all he does is
empty the contents into
his creation.

I noticed that the old-
er leaves of the kale were
starting to have a yellow
cast, so I got out the or-

ganic granular fertiliz-
er and gave the plants a
sprinkle and a good wa-
tering. Hopefully that will
reinvigorate the plants for
picking well into the fall.

My bush bean seeds got
planted late; well after Me-
morial Day. The harvest is
just starting. T will be sure
to pick often to keep the
plants producing.

I have been saving my
own bean seeds for a few
years now. It’s easy, just
harvest the dry pods of
“the ones that got away.”
Make sure they are crispy
dry.

Break open the seed
pods and store the seeds
with a packet of desiccant
(usually in a bottle of vita-
mins or with leather shoes)
in a jar. If you are growing
open pollinated or heir-
loom, non-hybrid varieties
you will reliably get the
same variety back again.
They don’t cross pollinate
with neighbor beans.

This week 1 was hap-
py to harvest four zuc-
chinis with more coming.
It’s funny that already I
see freebies at the end of
driveways on my com-
mute. I truly hope I have
an abundance.

To avoid “boat-sized”
squash, pick them small,
say six to eight inches long.
The seed cavity won’t be
too big that way and you
will encourage the plant to
keep producing.

No doubt the vine borer
will do in my early sowing
soon enough, but never
fear, I have sown addition-
al seeds under cover to
hopefully have a later har-
vest once this one expires. I
try and keep them covered
until the plants bloom, at
which time the cover needs
to be removed so that the
flowers can be pollinated
and fruit can form.

I hope you are enjoy-
ing the start of the harvest
season as much as I am.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 34 years she
has held the position of
staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She en-
Jjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.
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- letter to editor -
Second Chance thanks golf tournament supporters

To the Editor:

On behalf of everyone at
Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices, I would like to extend
our heartfelt thanks to the
many golfers, volunteers,
donors, sponsors, and com-
munity members who made
our 14th Annual Charity
Golf Tournament such a
tremendous success.

When a community
comes together, amazing
things happen for pets in
need. The funds raised will
help provide affordable vet-
erinary care through our
Community Veterinary
Hospitals, ensuring more
pets receive the medical care
they need while staying with
the families who love them.

We are especially grateful

to our generous Sponsors
whose support helped make
this event possible.

Our sincere thanks to Ti-
to’s Handmade Vodka, Ted-
dy Bear Pools & Spas, The
Republican, and Herlihy
Insurance Group for their
leadership support. We also
thank Cornerstone, Embie
Industries, IDEXX, South-
bridge Credit Union, and
SEM (Security Engineered
Machinery) for their valued
partnership.

We’re equally grateful
to the businesses and indi-
viduals who donated auc-
tion and raffle items, the
volunteers who gave their
time, Cold Spring Country
Club for hosting another
outstanding  tournament,

and everyone who chose to
spend the day supporting
our mission.

Together, you are help-
ing ensure that families fac-
ing financial challenges can
still access quality veteri-
nary care for their beloved
pets. Your generosity truly
makes a difference, and we
are honored to have such
compassionate supporters
standing beside us.

Thank you for help-
ing pets receive the second
chance they deserve.

Sincerely,

Lindsay Doray

Chief Development
Officer

Second Chance Animal
Services
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Juvenile glossy ibis.

A Belchertown  resi-
dent shared this photo of a
glossy ibis he took at Lake
Wallace.

The glossy ibis is a medi-
um-sized wading bird, 18.9
to 26 inches long, with com-
pact body, long neck, long
legs and long, curved bill.

The plumage appears
dark, almost blackish, at a
distance or in poor light. Up
close, the body is maroon
with wing coverts showing
a metallic green, bronze and
violet tones.

Juveniles are a dull-
er brown color with some
white streaking on their
neck

Glossy Ibis occur in
flocks, both at nesting col-
onies and when foraging.
They typically feed by low-
ering the bill into water,
mud or soil, to feel for prey.

In addition to consuming

> By Ellenor Downer

2

PHOTO BY DOUG MOORE
animal matter, plants may
constitute a major portion
of their diet during some
seasons.

They frequent almost
any wetland environment
with shallow water or ex-
posed mud and also readily
feed in farm fields or open
areas where soils are moist.

They inhabit shallow
freshwater wetlands as well
as brackish and saltwater
wetlands, mangroves, and
rice fields. Over much of its
range,

When flying, the glossy
ibis has its neck stretched
forward and legs straight
behind it. The glossy ibis
does not call often, but may
make murmuring sounds
while foraging.

During the breeding sea-
son, glossy ibises will court
one another by preening
and touching bills. Males

and females will work to-
gether to build a large nest.

Nesting in tight colonies,
glossy ibis nests are often no
more than 2 feet away from
each other. The female will
lay three to four eggs and in-
cubate them for 20-22 days.

Glossy 1ibises can be
found across the globe.
Their range has greatly ex-
panded in the 20th century
in North America.

This species has gone
from a rare and local Florida
species to regularly breeding
as far north as Maine and
occasionally along the east
coast of Canada. The first
Massachusetts nests were
found at coastal sites in
1974.

The oldest recorded
glossy ibis was at least 21
years old and lived in Vir-
ginia between 1971 and
1992.

Sutton birds

Recently, my brother and
sister-in-law hosted a pool
party. My brother, Ted, puts
out grape jelly for the Bal-
timore orioles and a nectar
feeder for the ruby-throated
hummingbirds on his deck.

Birds included male and
female ruby-throated hum-
mingbirds for the nectar
feeder. Baltimore orioles,
red-bellied woodpecker,
downy woodpecker and a
scarlet tanager came to the
deck.

They also have a pond
that abuts their backyard.
They have a pair of mute
swans on the pond. They
raised a family for several
years in a Tow.

Great blue heron

I often see a great blue
heron wading in Long Pond
in Rutland. Every tine I
drive along Route 122 by the
pond, I look for the heron.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.
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SUNRISE
FROM PAGE 1

Since the arrival of her
son, Hieronymus, Varjian
has shifted her focus from
finding the best light and
shadows for her paintings,
to finding the best time to
create them around caring
for a young child.

“I would say it has forced
me to work much quicker
than I am used to and would
in the past. Youre just
forced to make decisions,”
she said of motherhood.
“I used to just paint on a
whim...when I was feeling
a creative push or the light
looked nice. I had so much
free time before, which I
didn’t appreciate until I had
my son.”

For Varjian, the best
time to paint during her
son’s newborn stage was
sunrise, but as he nears his
first birthday (which is two
days after the show’s open-
ing reception), that time has
changed.

Varjian said adjusting
her creative time around
her son’s sleep schedule has
made her a more efficient
artist, and pushed her to
plan more. It also caused
her to work with what she
has in front of her; even if
it’s just the blue spruce in
her front yard or the light-
ing isn’t perfect.

She paints “no matter
what the light looks like or
what I'm feeling like...be-
cause it’s the chunk of time
I have,” she said.

She said it has “made me
really appreciative of the
long naps and the moments
that I do get” and the times
when “everything aligns.”

Varjian said she is grate-
ful to be able to stay home
with her son, and watch him
grow and change every day.

“He won’t be little like
this forever,” Varjian said.
“It’s the season of life I'm in
right now.”

While the location and
timing of her paintings has
changed since motherhood,
many of her subjects remain

community

“Sunrise — A Postpartum Show” features subjects captured in different lights.

the same, including the trees
around her house. Varji-
an also featured these trees
a couple of years ago in a
prior show at West Brook-
field Art & Frame Gallery,
alongside fellow artist Jo-
anne Talbot Quinn.

She said she paints the
same subjects as before,
“just a little more abbrevi-
ated.”

“Two years prior...I was
painting the same subjects,
the trees around my house,
but I could choose my fa-
vorite moments of day, the
‘golden hour,” the sunrise,”
she said. “I'm painting the
same subjects and the same
trees, but I'm painting them
middle of the day. The light
that I wouldn’t choose typ-
ically.”

Varjian said her focus on
a particular tree in her yard
reminded her of Monet’s
haystacks series of paint-
ings, which feature the same
subject, but throughout dif-
ferent seasons and times of
day.

“I'm like, ‘am I really go-
ing to paint the same spruce
again?’ and I think of how

buying or
selling, ...
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beautiful [Monet’s]
stacks were,” she said.

Varjian said she was able
to enjoy a lot of time paint-
ing over the winter, when
snow storms blanketed the
region and brought life to a
brief standstill.

One painting created
during late January snow-
storms, showcased the blue
spruce in her front yard.

“It was sunrise, the snow
was covering the trees and
the ground; and the way I
was able to capture the light,
I was excited about,” Varji-
an said.

Varjian said some paint-
ings she struggles through
to create, or doesn’t like
them when they are finished.
She wonders if she should
show them, or throw them
out, but this painting was
not one of them.

“This one just came to-
gether. It has moments in it
that look like watercolor. It
basically encompasses ev-
erything I attempt to do in
a painting. It just kind of
flowed out of me,” she said.

Varjian has also spent the
past year getting back into

hay-
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drawing, and she will feature
a self portrait in the show of
a tender moment following
the birth of her son. She is
working on building up a
collection of portraits of
mothers and their babies.

Motherhood, she said,
is “so special and you don’t
understand until you go
through it.”

Varjian will showcase
about a dozen works of art
in “Sunrise — A Postpartum
Show” that can be viewed
at the opening reception on
Aug. 7, and during gallery
hours.

Upcoming events
at the gallery

Upcoming shows at the
gallery include “Avian Ob-
session” featuring guest art-
ist Evan Lipton. An open-
ing reception will be held
Friday, Sept. 4 from 5-7 p.m.

A fine art benefit auc-
tion will be held on Friday,
Oct. 2 from 5-7 p.m. with
proceeds going to the Shar-
ing Cupboard food bank in
West Brookfield. Artists will
be donating their works for
a silent auction.

~
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Brookfield artist Vanessa Varjian painted a series featuring a blue spruce in her front yard.

A special “The State of
our Union” show will be
held and is open to anyone.
An opening reception will
be held on Friday, Nov. 6
from 5-7 p.m.

The public is encouraged
to submit a piece of work.
All entries will be hung un-
less they are inappropriate
for children.

Artwork must meet the
following requirements: the
theme of the art is “The
State of our Union;” the for-
mat is six inches by six inch-
es; and the artwork must be
mailed to West Brookfield
Art & Frame Gallery, P.O.
Box 102, West Brookfield,
MA 01585 or dropped off
at the gallery during open
hours before Oct. 30.

Artists can use any medi-
um of their choosing.

Gallery owner Rebecca
Fay said, “You don’t have
to be an ‘artist’ or an adult
to participate, and it doesn’t
matter what you like or
don’t like. All work submit-
ted will be respected.”

The “Tiny Works Holi-
day Group Show” will close
out the year with a reception
on Friday, Dec. 4 from 5-7
p.m. This annual show fea-
tures small works by gallery

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

This is a painting of a rose in a
jar of water.

artists just in time for the
holiday gift giving season.

About the gallery

For more information
and a complete listing of
gallery happenings, call the
gallery at 508-753-8604,
email yafacceber@hot-
mail.com, visit westbrook-
fieldartandframe.com  or
stop by the gallery during
open hours, Thursday and
Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday from 10 a.m.-5
p-m. and Sunday from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

Y
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - As
part of celebrating the
250th anniversary of the
U.S., the Sturbridge Senior
Center welcomed journalist
and author Ted Reinstein.

For nearly 30 years, Re-
instein has been reporting
around New England and
is a Chronicle Reporter for
WCVB-TYV, Channel 5. His
presentation,  “Greetings
from Breed’s Hill,” was de-
veloped specifically for the
nation’s semiquincentenni-
al.

This was a return visit
to town for Reinstein, who
has given presentations at
the Senior Center in prior
visits. These stories Rein-
stein shared were intriguing
and many included some
memorable laughs.

The presentation began
with the “first steps” from
the years 1770 to 1775. The
British occupied Boston in
1768, but what people tend
to forget is there were other
major cities throughout the
U.S., which were colonies at
the time.

Otbher cities include New
York, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Trenton and many
others.

The main question was
why Great Britain chose
Boston to occupy the most.
According to Reinstein,
Boston was further along
in organizing and advocat-
ing for independence.

As Reinstein puts it,
“Boston had the biggest
mouth.”

This was not ideal for
the British to have any of
their colonies eradicate
themselves from British
rule. Reinstein would go
into detail on who was the
“biggest mouth” in Boston.

One notable advocate
for independence in Bos-
ton was Samuel Adams
(1722-1803), who was the
most wanted man in the
colonies. Adams was one
of the founders of the Sons
of Liberty, who attended
Harvard at age 14, and was
once the Governor of Mas-
sachusetts.

Adams was also part of
the most famous family in
Boston at the time. There
was John Admas, Abigail
Adams and John Quincy
Adams.

On the familiar beer la-
bel, Samuel Adams, it says
“Brewer, Patriot,” which
are both true when it comes
to the actual Samuel Ad-
ams. His father was a brew-
er who had a brewery in
Boston and Sam worked at

the brewery.

Samuel Adams and John
Adams were second cous-
ins, and both had the de-
termination to advocate for
independence, despite the
risks that need to be tak-
en. John was more of the
brains of the pair and Sam-
uel had the biggest passion.

According to Reinstein,
you need both passion and
intellect to declare indepen-
dence.

Reinstein  shared pic-
tures of some of the his-
torical locations in Boston
that are still present over
250 years later. The Green
Dragon Tavern was found-
ed in 1774 and is still oper-
ating on Marshall Street in
Boston.

This historic tavern,
the oldest still operating,
was the home of the Sons
of Liberty and is where
the Boston Tea Party was
planned. Across the street
is the Bell in Hand Tavern,
which is the second oldest
tavern still operating.

Reinstein  also  talked
about the Granary Burying
Ground, the oldest burial
ground in Boston. Samu-
el Adams and Paul Revere
(1735-1818) are buried at
this historic cemetery.

Revere was described as
“a man who wore a lot of
hats.” He is most known
for being an express rider,
but he has done so much

throughout his life.

He was also the father of
16 children.

Revere’s house is a

wooden structured building
in Boston that tourists can
see today. Before his histor-
ic midnight ride, Revere got
some attention regarding
a printed image that de-
scribed the incident of the
Boston Massacre on March
S, 1770.

This image was not orig-
inally engraved by Revere,
but he still made copies and
published the work as his
own. The original creator,
Henry Pelham, was furious
about Revere’s actions and
wrote an angry letter to
Revere, but he did not sue
him.

Reinstein  would then
talk about the night of
April 18, 1775, which was a
time Revere used as an op-
portunity to redeem him-
self.

There were two main
reasons why the British
were going to the towns of
Lexington and Concord.
Their priorities included
seizing weapons that be-
longed to the militia, and
to capture Patriot leaders
Samuel Adams and John
Hancock.

- community -
Reinstein shares historic stories for the 250th

If the British were to get
Adams and Hancock in
Lexington, they would’ve
had them arrested and
most likely executed for
treason against the British
crown. The purpose of the
midnight ride was to go
warn them that the British
were on their way.

Revere’s ride was iconic,
but there were other riders
who participated. There
was William Dawes and Dr.
Samuel Prescott. One hid-
den fact about Prescott was
that he was the backup rid-
er and he wasn’t even home
where people originally
thought he was supposed to
be when the midnight ride
was happening.

Despite being captured,
Revere and the midnight
ride got the message deliv-
ered which would then ig-
nite the start of the Amer-
ican Revolution. Revere
actually filed an expense
report for being in the mid-
night ride.

“The ride was not free,’
Reinstein said, in Revere’s
point of view.

This expense report is
part of the Massachusetts
State Archives and calcu-
lates to be around $2,200 in
today’s money.

Reinstein talked about
the “battle after the battle”
between the towns of Lex-
ington and Concord.

The two towns, that
were part of the first battle
of the American Revolu-
tion, are still feuding about
what the battle meant that
day of April 19, 1775, and
what town was the “right-
ful birthplace of American
Liberty.”

Reinstein  said  both
towns make compelling ar-
guments, however, the town
that ultimately left with the
win was the neighboring
town of Sudbury, because
it received the patriotic ZIP
code of 01776.

Reinstein  shared the
back story of Bunker Hill
and Breed’s Hill. The co-
lonial militia were on a
mission in Charlestown to
figure out a way to threaten
and sink the British ships
that were currently occupy-
ing the Boston Harbor.

Originally planned to set
a fortification on Bunker’s
Hill, a higher hill, someone
came up with the “bright”
idea to move to the smaller
Breed’s Hill due to the fact
they could see the British
ships a lot better.

Therefore, the fortifica-
tion was set at Breed’s Hill
prior to the battle that was
misnamed immediately
back in 1775. The misnam-
ing started with Abigail

i

Adams and her son John
Quincy Adams observing
the battle from their home
across Boston Harbor.

Abigail would send a
letter with “Bunker Hill”
written to her husband,
John Adams, who was in
Philadelphia serving as a
delegate for Massachusetts
in the Second Continen-
tal Congress. This letter’s
message would be carried
throughout all 13 colonies.

Because of this misnam-
ing of a battle, Bunker Hill
received national attention
with Breed’s Hill almost
left in its shadow. Examples
of Bunker Hill branding
shared by Reinstein includ-
ed Bunker Hill Communi-
ty College in Boston, and
even a chili sauce brand.

In the early decades of
the 20th century, state leg-
islature managed to put up
a plaque on Breed’s Hill,
which recognizes the loca-
tion as the site for the bat-
tle that happened on June
17, 1775. When Reinstein
shared a picture of the
plaque, it includes a written
sentence that reads, “Site of
the Battle of Bunker Hill,”
an additional indication
that this misnamed battle
has overshadowed a key
location during the early
days of the American Rev-
olution.

Reinstein talked about
meeting Jed Breed back in
2014, who wanted to gain
new and updated research
on the historic battle. The
two met again in 2025 at
Breed’s Hill and learned of
two members of the Breed
family who fought in the
battle back in 1775.

Reinstein said Breed is
dedicated to educating peo-
ple about the historic battle
if it comes up in conversa-
tion.

In his presentation,
Reinstein also wanted to
highlight the heroines of
the American Revolution.
Margaret Corbin, who was
at Fort Washington in New
York, took over her hus-
band’s cannon during the
battle, and is recognized as
a war hero.

Many of these stories
were collected by Rein-
stein while he was reporting
throughout New England.

Reinstein is the author
of five books, with a sixth
on its way. His books in-
clude “Wicked Pissed: New
England’s Most Famous
Feuds”, “Before Brook-
lyn”, “Travels Through the
Heart and Soul of New
England”, and “New En-
gland’s General Stores: Ex-
ploring an American Clas-
sic”.

Turley Publications seeks

FREELANCE WRITERS/JOURNALISTS

to produce news and/or feature stories

of local interest for various towns and cities.

* Must be dependable, professional

and able to meet strict deadlines

+ Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to:

Turley?)

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com

Publications, Inc. or email directly to:

pouimette@turley.com

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine .

= 4 s

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.
Come experience this for yourself.

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

Go/Baduk club kicks off
at library on Aug. 11

WEST BROOKFIELD
— All are welcome to check
out the West Brookfield Go
Club, held at the Merri-
am-Gilbert Public Library,
3 West Main St., on Tues-
days, Aug. 11 and 25 from
5-8 p.m. on the second floor.

Go (also known as Baduk
or Weiqi) is a 4,000-year-old
board game of strategy, cap-
ture and territory. It is sim-
pler to learn than chess, yet
offers endless possibilities.

The West Brookfield Go
Club is a relaxed, friendly
space dedicated to playing,
teaching and sharing the
love of this ancient game

right here in the Quaboag
Valley.

All boards, stones and
learning materials are pro-
vided.

All of the club’s cal-
endar details, meeting re-
minders and event RSVPs
are coordinated through
its official Facebook group,
“West Brookfield Go Club.”
RSVPing helps club coordi-
nators set up enough tables
ahead of time.

Go can be played by
children, teens, adults
and seniors alike. Minors
should be accompanied by
an adult.

Country Bank announced new
chair and vice chair of board

WARE - Coun-
try Bank an-
nounced the ap-
pointments of Ted
Noonan, President
of Noonan Energy,
as Chairman of the
Board, and Steve
Musso, former
COO of FinPro,
as Vice Chair of the
Board.

Both appoint-
ments reflect the
bank’s continued
commitment to
strong governance,
strategic ~ leader-
ship, and long-
term stability.

Noonan suc-

service on the
Board, includ-
ing four years as
Chairman, and
noted his role in
guiding the bank
through a period
of change, growth,
stability, and stra-
tegic focus.

“Jim’s leader-
ship as Chairman
has been instru-
mental in strength-
ening the bank’s
foundation,” said
McGovern. “We
are grateful that
he will continue to
serve on the board
and share his ex-

ceeds James
Phaneuf, who has
served as Chairman of the
Board for the past four
years. Phaneuf will continue
serving on the board, pro-
viding valuable institution-
al knowledge and ongoing
leadership support.

“Ted’s appointment as
Chairman brings thought-
ful, steady leadership at
a time when communi-
ty banking continues to
evolve,” said Mary McGov-
ern, President and CEO of
Country Bank. “His experi-
ence and deep understand-
ing of our mission position
him well to guide the board
as we continue to focus on
growth and on delivering on
our strategic plan.”

As Vice Chair, Musso
will support the board’s
leadership and governance,
leveraging his experience
and perspective to advance
the bank’s strategic prior-
ities. “Steve’s collabora-
tive leadership style and
industry knowledge make
him an excellent choice for
Vice Chair,” said Phaneuf.
“Together, Ted and Steve
will help ensure continu-
ity, strong oversight, and
alignment with our long-
term vision. I am confident
these two appointments
will strengthen the Board
and the Bank for years to
come.”

The board also recog-
nized Phaneuf for his 29
of leadership and

years

Steve Musso

perience as we
move forward.”

These leadership ap-
pointments underscore
Country Bank’s commit-
ment to sound governance
and to being Made to Make
a Difference for its custom-
ers, communities, and stake-
holders.

About Country Bank

Established in 1850,
Country Bank has a rich
history of supporting per-
sonal and business banking
customers through financial
solutions with FDIC and
DIF insurance for added se-
curity.

Country Bank is a
full-service $2 billion mutu-
al community bank serving
Central and Western Mas-
sachusetts with 15 banking
centers and two business
offices in Ware, Palmer,
West Brookfield, Brimfield,
Belchertown, Wilbraham,
Longmeadow, Ludlow,
Leicester, Paxton, Charlton,
Springfield, Uxbridge and
Worcester.

With a commitment to
personalized service and
community  involvement,
Country Bank offers indi-
viduals, businesses, and mu-
nicipalities a comprehensive
range of banking products
and services. Country Bank
is a member of FDIC, DIF,
and the SUM network.

Country Bank can be
reached at 800-322-8233 or
online at countrybank.com.
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$1200/week

207-607-9333

|

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Quabhhin Area Little League competes in playoffs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Nine of the
13 players on the Quabbin
Area 12U Little League
All-Star roster are headed
for the full-size baseball di-
amond next spring.

Even with two losses in
the state sectional tourna-
ment, Quabbin walked away
with moments the players
and coaches won’t soon for-
get.

Because neither Leomin-
ster nor Athol/Orange were
able to field All-Star teams,
the District 3 tournament
wasn’t held this year. Quab-
bin automatically advanced
into the sectional tourna-
ment for the first time as the
District 3 representative.

“We didn’t get to com-
pete in the District 3 tour-
nament, but I think we have
enough talented players to
win it. We’ve been building
to get to this point during
the past couple of years,”
said Quabbin manager Matt
LaPointe. “We received
our championship banner
a couple of days ago. We
took a team picture with
the banner before tonight’s
game. We hosted a sectional
state tournament game for
the first time and I'm very
proud of these kids.”

Quabbin hosted Hold-
en at Felton Field in a first
round game of the dou-
ble-elimination tournament

Dylan Mace makes a throw to
third.
on July 22.

Holden, who scored four
runs in the top of the first
inning, celebrated a 6-0 vic-
tory.

One of Quabbin’s
12-year-old players is Richie
Valcourt, who was the start-
ing pitcher against Holden.

After allowing four runs
on five hits in the open-
ing frame, the righthander
only allowed two runs (one
earned) on seven hits during
the final six innings he was
standing on the mound. He
struck out two.

“They’re just a power-
house team and they were
able to take the lead in the
first inning,” LaPointe said.
“I thought Richie did a fan-
tastic job of keeping them
off balance after the first in-
ning. We also made a couple
of very nice plays defensive-
ly.”

Following the game,
Valcourt, who’s been play-
ing baseball since the third
grade, talked about playing
in the state sectional tourna-
ment for the first time.

“We're a very good team

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORYA. SCIBELLI
Richie Valcourt fires home with a pitch.

and it’s very exciting play-
ing in this tournament for
the first time,” he said. “I
was nervous before the start
of the game. I'm excited to
be moving up to the bigger
field next year, but it’s going
to be challenging.”

The other 12-year-olds
listed on the Quabbin All-
Star roster are Clayton
Cranston, Noah Currier,
Lukas Lance, Michael Les-
lie, Dylan Mace, Hunter

See LITTLE LEAGUE
PAGE 8

Deklan Sampson
throws back to the
infield after mak-
ing a play.

Blue Sox nearing end of regular season

HOLYOKE — The Valley
Blue Sox went 1-for-2 in a
doubleheader against the
Mystic Schooners on Sat-
urday. Entering Saturday’s
doubleheader against the
Schooners (22-17) Valley
sat at 16-18-1, sixth in the
South Division and outside
the playoff picture, trailing
both Danbury and Bris-
tol for one of the division’s
postseason spots. The Blue
Sox (17-19-1) responded
with a convincing 10-3 vic-
tory in Game 2 to split the
twin bill and remain in the
postseason hunt.

Mystic struck first in the
first game and opened the
inning when Bryce Detwiler
lifted a sacrifice fly to right
field after consecutive sin-
gles from Jack Harley and
Anthony Belisario put run-
ners on the corners.

The Schooners added
another run in the fourth as
Chris Walsh lined a two-out
single before Adam Troch
followed with an RBI dou-
ble down the left-field line,
giving Mystic a 2-0 advan-
tage. Valley answered im-

._..-.'a——"==———
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Trey Spees swings and makes contact.

mediately in the bottom
half; however, Chris Cancel
launched a solo home run to
left field to cut the deficit in
half.

Andrew  Oppenheimer
kept the Blue Sox within
striking distance through-
out his six-inning start, al-
lowing three runs, only two

Nick Tomasetto looks to turn a double play during recent action last
week at Mackenzie Stadium

earned, while striking out
four. But Mystic manufac-
tured what proved to be the
decisive run in the sixth af-
ter a hit batter, a walk and
a Valley error loaded the
bases. Walsh singled to cen-
ter to score Detwiler and ex-
tend the lead to 3-1.

Valley mounted one final
rally in the seventh. Chris
Carson doubled to center
before pinch-hitter Alex
Hill delivered an RBI single
to trim the deficit to one.
With the tying run aboard,
Mystic closer MJ Bollinger
recorded the final two outs
to preserve the 3-2 victo-
ry. Despite matching the
Schooners with seven hits,
the Blue Sox came up just
short.

The Blue Sox wasted lit-
tle time putting the loss be-
hind them in the nightcap.

Nick Tomasetto ignited
the offense with a solo home
run in the first inning before
Michael lannazzo added
a sacrifice fly later in the
frame to give Valley a 2-0

See BLUE SOX PAGE 8

PeoplesBank

HOLYOKE - Last
Thursday night, the pen-
nant race stepped up
with rivals PeoplesBank
and St. Joe’s matching
up at Mackenzie Stadi-
um. While PeoplesBank
trailed early in the game,
they nearly came all the
way back, but St. Joe’s
prevailed 9-7. The play-
offs are on the horizon in
the league with St. Joe’s
and PeoplesBank likely
drawing top seeds for the
six-team playoffs.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEE TDOGO 105.COM

Dave Clark sends a throw to first for PeoplesBank.
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WORCESTER - CASA
Project Worcester County
has been awarded a $33,043
grant from the National
Court Appointed Special
Advocate/Guardian ad Li-
tem Association.

CASA recruits, trains and
supports community volun-
teers who advocate for the
best interests of children who
are involved in judicial pro-
ceedings related to abuse or
neglect. Volunteer advocates
are trained to support chil-
dren through regular visits,
information gathering, court
reporting, and continuous
case monitoring until the
child/youth has a permanent
home, preferably with their
family of origin whenever
safely possible.

The National CASA/
GAL Needs Based Grant
will enable CASA Project
Worcester County to focus
on supporting targeted vol-
unteer recruitment outreach
efforts.

“This grant will positive-
ly impact generations with-
in our community,” stated
Julie Bowditch, Executive

Director of CASA Project
Worcester County in a press
release. “These vital funds
provide an opportunity to
expand our volunteer re-
cruitment and retention ef-
forts, strengthen our unique
and specialized advocacy
services, and advance our life
changing mission through-
out central Massachusetts.
We are very grateful for this
show of faith in our program
and region through this in-
vestment by the National
CASA/GAL Association.”
There are 939 CASA/
GAL state organizations and
local programs operating
in 49 states and the District
of Columbia. This funding
is provided under the OJJ-
DP FY24 Court Appointed
Special Advocates Training,
Technical Assistance and
Subgrants Program (CFDA
#16.756) to manage a na-
tional grant awards program
on behalf of the U.S. De-
partment of Justice’s Office
of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention primarily
for the purpose of increasing
the number CASA/GAL

- community -

CASA Project Worcester County
receives national grant

volunteers to advocate for
the best interest of children
who have experienced abuse
or neglect and are the subject
of civil court child abuse and
neglect proceedings. Nation-
al CASA/GAL administers
the grants program under a
cooperative agreement with
OJJDP, which is authorized
pursuant to the Victims of
Child Abuse Act, 34 USC
§20323.

About CASA Project

CASA Project Worcester
County is a nonprofit orga-
nization whose mission is to
advocate for the best inter-
ests of abused, neglected and
vulnerable children, ampli-
fy their voices in court, and
support them on their paths
toward a permanent home.
For 45 years, the organiza-
tion has been dedicated to
the training and supervision
of CASA volunteer advo-
cates who play a critical role
in investigating and advocat-
ing for the best interests of
children in the child welfare
and juvenile court systems.

For more information,
visit thecasaproject.org.

N BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

pected balance for North
Brookfield was at $928,000
per the state.

According to a spread-
sheet presented at the meet-
ing, there is about $55,000
of approved reimburse-
ments from sources in-
cluding payroll, Complete
Streets, Mad Brook Road
bridge and Mill Road re-
pair estimate. The spread-
sheet also shows about
$346,000 in filed reimburse-
ments, which have not been
received yet through Mass
Broken Stone and Murray

Paving.

There are additional
earmarks totaling about
$59,000 for aprons on

Brickyard and Donovan
roads plus a road survey
engineer. The $313,000-
$321,000 cost will also
come out of the estimat-
ed available funds left of

about $467,000.

Financial items

The board approved
three spending requests
from the Highway Depart-
ment including $400 to
the vendor North Coun-
try Signs for lettering of
a trailer, $773 to vendor
Power Wash Sales/Power
America Heavy Duty Lifts
for lift inspections in the
highway barn and $2,070
to vendor Axel Surgeon for
spindle repairs on a 2005
International.

According to the board,
the lift inspections are to
allow an expert to come in
and determine their safety,
and if they need extensive
repairs, the lifts can be
scrapped.

Fire/Highway addition

The board approved an
add-on to the fire and high-
way project of $2,850 to
vendor Anevry for network

upgrades. Gilman said
they are using PCs with no
backup, and this upgrade
will give them a place for
backup.

Donation
The board accepted a
donation from Karen Far-
rington of two cases of
coffee creamer to the senior
center.

Administrative items

The board approved a
special town meeting war-
rant of seven articles, to be
held at the police station on
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at 6 p.m.
The board also signed the
state primary warrant, with
voting to be held at the Se-
nior Center, 29 Forest St.,
on Tuesday, Sep. 1 from 7
a.m.-8 p.m.

The board approved
the minutes of the July 10
meeting.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Egyptian bull god
5. Romanian monetary

30. Large room
31. Soviet Socialist
Republic

32. One who hauls
33. Shorthand for
accepting

63. Make a mistake
64. One-time Korean
president

CLUES DOWN

degree

1. Bridge building

the Greek alphabet
27. Consume food
28. Woman (French)

29. Scrape or wear
away by friction
34. Popular vegetable

unit 38. Promotional 2. Expression of 35. Pacific Standard
8. Santa’s helper materials Sorrow or pity Time
11. Fictional Pink Floyd 41. Loss of memory 3. Large, stocky, 36. Brazilian state capital
corporal 43. One who beheads lizard 37. Paddle
13. Sea eagle genus 45. Photographers 4. Rumanian river 39. Cause to become
14. Broad volcanic 48. Small, rich sponge 5. Missive insane
crater cake 6. Stout-bodied moths  40. Drier and flakier
15. Minneapolis 49. White clerical 7. Brings out 41. Mimic
suburb vestment 8. Bird of prey 42. ESPN host Kimes
16. Actual commercial ~ 50. Partner to “oohed” 9. King of Thebes 44, One who moseys
worth (abbr.) 55. Abba __, Israeli 10. Cleaving tool 45, Secret political clique
17. Exchange rate politician 12. African antelope 46. Behind the stern of
18. Ethnic peoples in 56. Zero 14. Three are a ship
Guinea 57. Owl monkey genus particularly famous  47. Supernatural force
20. Men’s fashion 59. Lace bug genus 19. Satisfy 48. Sanctuary in
accessory 60. Mild expression of  23. C. European river Orthodox churches
21. Craft material surprise 24, Dictator 51. Swiss river
22. Offerings 61. Storage devices 25. Portion of (abbr.) 52. Grayish white
25. Early 62. Keyboard key 26. The 17th letter of  53. Engrave

54. UNC’s chief rival
58. Midway between
south and southeast

STURBRIDGE
FROM PAGE1

ing to Dessert, this is be-
cause the department can-
not always fill that role with
their staffing.

The second report came
from the building commis-
sioner William LePage. He
said there were 6,000 open
permits being worked on,
of which about half were
closed out as of April 29,
and there is a new online
payment option for building
related costs, which is more
convenient for homeowners
and contractors.

He said there is also an
online portal for communi-
cation.

LePage said there were
337 permits in the months
of April to June, which is
consistent over last year.

He said the department
has started the inspections
of schools, churches and
hotels early.

LePage said there are
some new construction
sites including 660 Main
St., an eye care center on
Hall Road and a dental of-
fice on 57 Main St. He said
Walmart is doing an interi-
or restoration and Stop and
Shop just finished theirs and
Cracker Barrel is renovating
their parking lot.

Town Administrator’s report
Town Administrator
Robin Grimm presented ci-
tations to members of the
250th Committee and the
public who assisted with
putting the celebrations on.
She also said the Stur-
bridge Opioid Support
committee has established a
$500 essay contest open to
students who have graduat-
ed high school and are mov-
ing on to college. Grimm
said the prompt is about the
effects of addiction, and can
be either personal or a re-
port on a book, and essays
are due Aug. 20, and the top
four will be decided by the
committee on Aug. 31.
Grimm said there is a

non-profit called Guided
Addiction Access Points,
or GAAP, that is offering
to do a six week trial with
the town to support addic-
tion recovery. She said it
was founded by Raymond
Marsh, who works for Re-
covery Services of America.

According to Grimm,
this service would sup-
port more than just when
the police are called for an
overdose, but residents can
call for help as well, and get
placed into a treatment fa-
cility immediately.

One officer with the Stur-
bridge Police Department
said there were 14 calls in
a one month period that
could have benefited from
this service. Grimm said
they would evaluate the
need for the town based on
call data, and are set to start
the trial on July 31.

The last item under
Grimm’s report was a dis-
cussion about a boat lift
owned by James Wiseman
of 12 Birch St. brought up
by Cynthia Fugere of 10
Birch St. Fugere said the lift
is “rather unsightly,” and is
obstructing the view from
her home’s windows.

Wiseman said he has
lived at the property for 36
years and had a ski boat
with a lift since 1991, be-
fore taking it down for a few
years and getting a new one
installed a week before the
meeting.

Wiseman said he thinks
the lift is entirely on his
property, but is going to
try to push it more onto his
property to ease the con-
cerns of Fugere. He said the
majority of the structure is
in the water, but there are
some protrusions.

According to Grimm
and members of the Select
Board, the town does not
have any regulations for
boat lifts, only docks, ramps
and moorings, meaning the
lift is out of their purview.
They also said there are
many homes with boat lifts
on Cedar Lake. The board

did not take action on the
dispute.

Action items

The board voted to
change a job title in the
planning department from
Administrative Assistant to
Land Use and Development
Coordinator. Grimm said
this title more accurately
reflects the work of that po-
sition.

She said the personnel
committee reviewed the job
description and graded it a
five.

The board appointed
Joan Chamberland, Tim
Bardsley, Deb Morse, Bev-
erly Spreeman, Pat Roy, Ma-
rie Dubrey, Sandra Gibson
Quigley, Sharon MacDon-
ald, Michele Moran, Susan
Schwartz, Diane Trapasso,
Elisa Krochmalnych, Cher-
yl Economous, Nancy Fors,
Brian Towns and Doris
Towns as election workers.
The board also appointed
Jeff Smith and Constantino
Economous as constables
for the September primary
and November election.

The board voted to au-
thorize the Select Board
Vice-Chair Chase Kaitbens-
ki to sign an agreement with
Arketi Group (Sperling)
LLC for digital social media
marketing and promotional
services for a term of Aug.
3, 2026 through July 30,
2027. The board also autho-
rized Grimm to sign a con-
tract for town wide paving
preservation project to Seal-
coating Inc. doing business
as Indus as the lowest bid-
der for $762,747.25.

The board authorized
the establishment of a com-
mittee to evaluate landfill
closure options and devel-
op recommendations for a
plan.

The board accepted the
resignation of Ken Talenti-
no from the Finance Com-
mittee effective July 20.

The Select Board will
meet next on Aug. 3.

LITTLE LEAGUE
FROM PAGE 7

Mitus, Deklan Sampson,
and Mateo Serra.

The other four mem-
bers of the squad were Jack
Bowen Murphy LaPointe,

Jake Pimental hustles for first base after making contact.

Jake Pimental, and Lukas
Valcourt, who'’s the only ten
year old player listed on the
roster.

Mace led off the bottom
of the first inning by hitting
a ground ball to Andrew

starting pitcher. Mace was
safe at first base with an
infield hit and advanced to
second base on a throwing
error. Charest retired the
next three batters.

With two outs in the
second, Lesile also had an
infield hit against right-
hander Ryan Sturrock, who
relieved Charest at the start
of the inning.

Sturrock, who didn’t al-
low any runs on four hits in
three innings, wound up be-
ing the winning pitcher. He
also had six strikeouts.

After Holden scored a
run in the third, the home
team loaded the bases on
singles from Lukas Val-
court, LaPointe, and Richie
Valcourt with two outs in
the fourth.

Sturrock escaped the jam
without allowing any runs
following a flyball out.

It was Quabbin’s best
scoring chance.

Their only other base hit
was a single by Pimental in

the fifth inning.
BLUE SOX the fifth, an RBI single from while Iannazzo collect-
FROM PAGE 7 Iannazzo in the sixth and ed two hits and two RBIs.

lead. Tomasetto drove in an-
other run with an RBI sin-
gle in the second, and after
Mystic answered with one
of its own, Valley broke the
game open in the third.
Nick Spaventa blasted a
solo home run to center be-
fore Chris Carson added an
RBI single. A wild pitch lat-
er scored Michael lannazzo
to cap a three-run inning
and extend the Blue Sox’s
lead to 6-1. Valley continued
to add insurance the rest of
the way, highlighted by To-
masetto’s two-run single in

Nico Soul’s sacrifice fly in
the seventh. The Blue Sox
finished with 10 runs on 14
hits.

Earlier, Carson was
named an NECBL All-
Star, and the outfielder
backed up the honor with
another productive perfor-
mance. Carson finished the
doubleheader 3-for-7 with
a double, an RBI and two
runs scored, helping pace a
Valley lineup that received
contributions  throughout
the order. Tomasetto led the
way by going 3-for-5 with
a home run and four RBISs,

Spaventa also homered as
the Blue Sox salvaged the
split.

Four Valley pitchers
combined to secure the
Game 2 victory. Lukas
Jachens started before Niall
Todd earned the win with
two scoreless innings in re-
lief. Jon Shields and Jason
Pinsonnault closed out the
final three innings as the
Blue Sox improved to 17-19-
1, keeping themselves alive
in the NECBL playoff race
entering the final week of
the regular season.
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Local guests took part in several fun activities.

MOTH BALL
FROM PAGE 1

area.

“We love getting people
involved and introducing
them to the projects we’re
working on. This is a fan-
tastic way to bring people
out for a fun program,” said
Calvin Fisher, a research
and education assistant at
Norcross.

Interns Nathan Dietz and
May Adams have enjoyed
their  opportunities  this
summer to focus on con-
servation and restoration
efforts. Their research has
been mostly concentrated
on tracking multiple species
of birds and their overall di-
versity over time.

“I love getting to work
with really knowledgeable
conservationists. It’s been an
awesome experience,” said
Adams, who has worked
with her team to track a to-
tal of 83 bird species.

The interns have also
used specialized equipment

to enhance their research
work, including acoustic
monitors to track birdsongs.

The evening slate of fam-
ily fun was highlighted by
Adam Kohl’s presentation
on moths across Massachu-
setts. Guests were thrilled
to celebrate National Moth
Week with a series of other
educational programs.

Additionally, themed
craft activities and other
arts sessions were also in-
cluded to combine fun and
education for families.

Event organizers thank
everyone who made the
program possible, including
musical performers who en-
tertained guests.

Norcross Wildlife Foun-
dation is located at 30 Peck
Road. Its mission is to pro-
tect wildlife through conser-
vation efforts, research and
education.

To learn more about up-
coming seminars and oth-
er programs hosted by the
foundation, check out its
website: www.norcrosswild-

Noah Matheson and Erin Tague participated in craft activities.

Musical entertainment was provided throughout the evening.

life.org.
A full calendar of events
is listed on the site, and you

E BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

sequences a failure could
bring, including layoffs.

“Those layoffs take place
immediately,” he said.

Committee members
also brought up that there
needs to be a projection as
to whether the town will
need to cover a single or
multi year shortfall, because
it is unlikely to pass separate
overrides multiple years in a
rOW.

In addition to the budget
discussion, Board of Select-
men Chair Andrew Lynch
brought up concerns that
the Finance Committee did
not post detailed enough
agendas so people, includ-
ing department heads, could
know what date they were
discussing that department’s
budget.

Leo Fayard, a member of
the Finance Committee said
the committee had budgets
early because the Selectmen
met with department heads
in the winter, and had them
send approved budgets to
the Finance Committee.

The boards also dis-
cussed potential articles
to be placed on a fall town
meeting, including heating
ventilation and air condi-
tioning improvements to the
town hall, since the heat is
not working in the central
portion of the town build-
ing, and a facilities study
being done by the Central
Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission does
not include the office and
meeting room section of
the building. Fire Chief Da-
vid Messier also said there
could be an article for emer-

gency management director
salary, since the salary has
been slashed.

One final financial item
was brought up by Board of
Selectmen member Amber
Kowalczyk, which was an
audit that found the town
failed at reconciling cash,
and it was a significant fail-
ure. She said that should be
a number one priority, as
cash reconciliation is how
the town builds stabilization
and free cash.

Kowalczyk also raised
concerns that it took the
town treasurer more than
four months to respond to
the auditors.

Year end transfers

The board approved sev-
eral year end transfers in-
cluding $2,500 and $1,062
both from vocational tuition
to selectmen professional
and technical, $1,000 from
safety supplies to utilities
and $340 from equipment
maintenance to educational
recruitment.

Vickers Consulting

The board met with a
representative from Vickers
Consulting, at the request
of Kowalczyk, who brought
up their services at a previ-
ous meeting. They look for
and facilitate grants for mu-
nicipalities.

The representative said
they have worked with
towns in Massachusetts in-
cluding Spencer, Paxton,
Palmer, Warren, Holyoke,
Easthampton and Greater
Boston. He said they pro-
vide free consultation, and
won’'t pursue grants that
are not competitive for the

towns.

He also said the applica-
tion costs range anywhere
from $650-$2,500, and if it
is not gotten the first time,
there is a reduced fee the
next try. The board moved
to go forward with submit-
ting paperwork for the con-
sultants’ review.

Water Department items

The board appointed
Dylan Stanley as a part time
Water Department clerk
for 16 hours a week, and
also approved abatements
for 244 Harrington St. in
the amount of $164 and
122 Harrington Lane in the
amount of $450.

Administrative items

The board approved a
request from the police as-
sociation to place a 20-foot
storage container on the
Pelletier property for train-
ing purposes.

The solid waste bills will
be coming out on Aug. 1
and due Oct. 1, which is a
change from previous years
where they were issued in
July and due in September.

The board approved a
contract for town wide tree
services with Rusty’s Tree
Services out of Sudbury.

The board also signed the
state primary warrant for
Sept. 1, with voting hours
from 7 a.m.- 8 p.m. at the
town complex, 122 Connie
Mack Drive.

Appointments
The board appointed
Dan Hazen to the Conser-
vation Commission and
Noel Lamoth as alternate
Wiring Inspector.

can also access information
on public trails.
Further event informa-

Event Name

tion is available on the orga-
nization’s Facebook page.
If you have additional

Send Us Your
Community
Autumn Events !

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event [
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 9, 2026.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

'

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KEVIN FLANDERS

questions, please send an
email to: info@norcross-
wildlife.org.
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Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions

‘;/ =

—_—

| or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
&5 August 19/ *Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”
T in the subject line of your email.
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- public notices -

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION -
HIGHWAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A
VIRTUAL DESIGN
PUBLIC HEARING
Sturbridge-Charlton-East
Brookfield Intersection
Improvements on Route 49 at
Putnam Road, Walker Pond
Road & Route 20
Project File No. 611967

A Virtual Design Public Hear-
ing will be hosted on the Mass-
DOT website below to present
the design for the proposed proj-
ect in Sturbridge and Charlton,
MA.

WHEN: 7:00 pm, Wednesday,
August 12, 2026

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this hearing is to provide the
public with the opportunity to
become fully acquainted with the
proposed project. All views and
comments submitted in response
to the hearing will be reviewed
and considered to the maximum
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed
project was initiated as part of the
Intersection Improvement Pro-
gram due to the presence of a Top
200 Statewide Crash Location at
Route 49 and Putnam Road. Two
other crash clusters were identi-
fied (although not in the Top 200
Crash Locations) along the cor-

ridor and have been included for
safety improvements. Location
#1 - Putnam Road at Route 49,
Location 2- Walker Pond Road,
and Location 3 - Route 20. The
targeted safety improvements
include construction of a round-
about at Putnam Road, improved
sight lines at Walker Pond Road,
and slip ramp modifications at
Route 20. Bicycle improvements
will be included at Location 1 to
provide a Shared-Use Path circu-
lating the proposed roundabout,
meeting  MassDOT  Healthy
Transportation Policy Directive
and applicable design guidelines.

A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent or
temporary easements may be
required. The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts is responsible
for acquiring all needed rights
in private or public lands. Mass-
DOT’s policy concerning land
acquisitions will be presented at
the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments, and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking
may be submitted to Carrie E.
Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer,
via e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us
or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 10
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116,
Attention: Project Management,
Project File No. 611967 State-
ments and exhibits intended for
inclusion in the hearing transcript

must be emailed or postmarked
no later than ten (10) business
days (14 calendar days) after the
hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible to
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon
request (e.g interpreters in
American Sign Language and
languages other than English,
live captioning, videos, assistive
listening devices and alternate
material formats), as available.
For accommodation or language
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857)
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602,
or by email (MassDOT.Civil
Rights@dot.state.ma.us).  Re-
quests should be made as soon as
possible, and prior to the hearing,
and for more difficult to arrange
services, including sign-lan-
guage, CART, or language trans-
lation or interpretation, requests
should be made at least ten busi-
ness days before the hearing.

This hearing will be hosted,
or a cancellation announcement
posted, on the internet at https://
www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-
division/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, PE.
CHIEF ENGINEER

07/31, 08/07/2026

Smola supports

BOSTON - State Rep.
Todd M. Smola (R-Warren,
Ranking Member, Ways &
Means Committee) recently
supported comprehensive
economic development leg-
islation aimed at expand-
ing housing opportunities,
streamlining local permit-
ting, strengthening key in-
dustries, and encouraging
private-sector  investment
across the Commonwealth.

The House of Represen-
tatives gave preliminary ap-
proval to House Bill 5562
on July 8 by a vote of 148-2
following debate on near-
ly 700 funding and policy
amendments. The legisla-
tion is a revised version of
an economic development
proposal originally filed by
Governor Maura Healey.

Smola noted that one of
the most significant changes
made by the House was the
removal of the governor’s
proposed GlobalMass ini-
tiative. This proposal would
have required the Pension
Reserves Investment Man-
agement Board to dedicate
$50 million in pension assets
to a new investment fund
intended to attract global
business investment to Mas-
sachusetts.

“I supported this legis-
lation because it makes tar-
geted investments that can
strengthen our economy,
encourage housing develop-
ment, and help communities
grow while also removing
a proposal that would have
placed public employee pen-
sion funds at unnecessary
risk,” said Smola. “Eco-
nomic development should
be driven by responsible in-
vestments that protect tax-
payers and public employees
while creating opportunities
for businesses and residents
across Massachusetts.”

Smola also expressed

concern with a provision al-
lowing multifamily housing
to be constructed on land
owned by religious institu-
tions for at least three years.
He noted that if these de-
velopments are ultimately
deemed tax exempt, then
municipalities could face
increased demands on lo-
cal services such as schools,
public safety, and infra-
structure, without receiving
the corresponding property
tax revenue needed to sup-
port those costs.

The House Ways and
Means version of the bill
authorizes $425.1 million
in spending, including $305
million in capital authori-
zations for economic devel-
opment initiatives, $120 mil-
lion in housing related grant
programs, and $100,000 for
local economic develop-
ment grants.

The bill’s major invest-
ments are: $25 million for
capital grants to help pri-
vate businesses construct
or expand commercial, in-
dustrial, and manufactur-
ing facilities; $75 million to
support the development
and application of artificial
intelligence technologies
in industries including life
sciences, health care, ad-
vanced manufacturing, and
climatetech; $20 million for
capital grants supporting
facilities that attract ear-
ly-stage and high-growth
businesses; $100 million
for capital investments and
public infrastructure that
promote economic growth
and job creation within the
defense sector; $10 million
to support food science, ag-
riculture, food innovation,
and agricultural technology;
$25 million in competitive
grants for robotics research,
development, commer-
cialization, and workforce

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

economic development legislation

training; $25 million in com-
petitive grants to strengthen
downtowns, main streets,
commercial corridors, and
other walkable mixed-use
districts; and $25 million in
capital grants supporting
arts, culture, and the cre-
ative economy.

The legislation also pro-
vides $50 million in grants
and technical assistance to
help municipalities convert
commercial properties into
residential housing. Anoth-
er $20 million is dedicated
to the Veterans Supported
Housing Initiative, while
$50 million is provided to
support housing develop-
ment on former state-owned
properties requiring asbes-
tos, lead, or hazardous ma-
terial remediation.

To improve the local per-
mitting process, House Bill
5562 establishes uniform
statewide standards for mu-
nicipal site plan review and
creates a no-cost training
program for members of lo-
cal planning boards, zoning
boards of appeal and special
permit granting authorities.

Additional policy pro-
visions adopted during
House debate include al-
lowing municipalities to
establish housing tax incre-
ment financing agreements,
strengthening fair housing
training requirements for
real estate professionals,
creating a permanent work-
ing group to address double
utility poles, and directing
the Department of Public
Utilities to establish a pro-
cess by July 31 , allowing a
single qualified contractor
to remove all double-pole
attachments during one site
visit.

House Bill 5562, as
amended, now advances to
the Senate for further con-
sideration.

- community -
UMass professor gives lecture on ticks

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BARRE — The Tewks-
bury Public Library hosted
Dr. Stephen Rich, a profes-
sor of microbiology at the
University of Massachu-
setts Ambherst to give a pre-
sentation about ticks and
tick borne diseases.

The presentation was
held on Zoom, and offered
to many libraries in the
state, including the Woods
Memorial Library.

Lyme disease

The presentation start-
ed with Rich talking about
Lyme disease, one of the
diseases associated with
ticks.

Rich said it was dis-
covered in 1975, because
young people were experi-
encing juvenile arthritis. He
said doctors looked into it,
and found that the arthri-
tis was being caused by a
bacterium that is spread
through ticks.

According to Rich,
Lyme disease became a
reportable disease to the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol in 1991, and cases in
North America have in-
creased since then.

Rich said that as of
2026, Lyme disease is
the most common vector
borne disease in the conti-
nent. He said New England
is a common place to find
them because of our large
population of white-tailed
deer, which he said can
have thousands of ticks at
a time on them.

Rich said historical-
ly, Lyme disease was not
thought of as something
that could affect humans,
but more of an agricultur-
al problem. He said people
often thought of it as just
infecting cows and chick-
ens.

He said a lot of the
thought around vector dis-
eases has been around mos-
quitoes, since they carry
malaria, yellow fever and
Dengue fever.

He said there are differ-
ences in the biology of tick
borne and mosquito borne
diseases, as tick borne
diseases are infections of
wildlife that spill over into
humans, and cannot be
prevented by a vaccine.

Tick life cycle
Rich said the life cycle
of a black-legged tick is
two years, and it has dif-
ferent stages including egg,
larval, nymphal and adult.

He said in each stage of
the tick’s life other than
the egg, they only take one
blood meal.

He said if people can
prevent ticks from getting
onto them, they can help
prevent the life cycle of that
one tick from completing.

He said a female tick
can lay up to 5,000 eggs
at a time. Rich said Lyme
disease spread is most com-
mon in the nymphal stage
because it feeds for a long
time, and gives more time
for anything in the tick to
enter into the blood.

Tick behavior

Rich said ticks do not
jump, fly or fall from the
air, rather they quest. He
said questing is crawling to
the edge of a surface such
as a branch or leaf, and
if something comes close
enough to it, crawling on it.

He said there are various
ticks that live their whole
life on one animal.

Lyme vaccine

Rich said there is not
currently a vaccine for
Lyme disease available to
the public, although one
is being worked on. He
said even if we did have a
successful Lyme vaccine, it
would just target that one
bacterium that causes it,
and not target the many
other diseases ticks can
cause.

He said people should
not go backwards in pro-
tecting themselves if there
is a vaccine for Lyme.

Other diseases from ticks
He said other than Lyme
disease, there are diseases
called ehrlichiosis and an-
aplasmosis. He said about
10%+ of black-legged ticks
test postive for anaplasmo-
sis, and it is widely known
by doctors in the northeast,
but not many other places.
Babesiosis is another
disease that is spread by
ticks, which Rich said is
a parasite that infects red
blood cells, and does not
respond to antibiotics like
other tick borne diseases.
He said the treatment for
this are anti-malarials.
Powassan is a virus
spread by ticks, Rich said,
which is similar to West
Nile virus spread by mos-
quitoes, and can cause en-
cephalitis. He said most
cases of it are in the north-
east, and the majority of
people who get it do not
end up in the severe cir-
cumstance of encephalitis.
He said alpha-gal syn-

drome is another disease
that can be spread by ticks,
and is most commonly
known for people infected
developing an allergy to red
meat. He said it is spread
by the lone-star tick, and
was discovered in the mid
2000s.

He said there is no test
to determine presence in
the body, but it is a clinical
diagnosis. He said about
450,000 Americans may be
affected, but only a small
percent of them have the
full effects of the disease.

Prevention of disease

Rich said there is not
much that can be done to
eradicate ticks on a grand
scale, and the efforts are in-
dividual and localized. He
said to prevent disease, it’s
best to understand the risks
of ticks and practice miti-
gation strategies.

Rich said any tick borne
disease starts with a tick
bite, and not every tick is
affected by a disease. He
said the risk of disease in-
creases with feeding time.

Rich said ticks are most
active in the spring months
and around Halloween,
with some peaks in activi-
ty in the summer. He said
they are not very active in
January or February.

He said right now, we
are getting close to the time
of year where there is a de-
crease in adult ticks and an
increase in nymphal ticks.

Some mitigation strat-
egies Rich presented in-
clude wearing light colored
clothing, tucking pants into
socks, and checking for
ticks after being outdoors.
He said there are some re-
pellants that have DEET
and picaridin, which are
safe to use and effective.

He said for topical use
of these, they have to be re-
placed every few hours.

Rich said people can
also treat their clothes
with acaricide or perme-
thrin, which are toxic to
ticks but have low toxicity
for humans. He said there
are yard barriers, but they
have to be replaced and can
unintentionally harm pol-
linators. Rich said natural
products may not be safe
or effective.

About Dr. Rich

Other than being a
professor at UMass, Rich
owns a company called
MedZu Inc., which pro-
vides services to tickreport.
com, which is a website
that gives risk assessments
about ticks.

Troop 163 hosts ice cream social/open house

STURBRIDGE - Do
you like camping, hiking,
swimming, biking, fishing,
kayaking, whitewater raft-
ing, sailing, exploring with
friends and more? You
might like being a Scout.

Come to an ice cream
social and open house held
by Troop 163, an all-girl

troop of Scouting Amer-
ica, on Sunday, Aug. 30
from 4-6 p.m. at Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church, 345
Main St.

Learn about lassoing
and how to use a sling shot
and other activities. Fami-
lies are welcome.

Stop by, have fun, and

Quaboag Current

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

learn about Scouting and
the troop.

The troop is open to
girls aged 11-17, and while
based in Sturbridge, is
open to residents of any
town. Please email troop-
163sturbridge@gmail.com
with any questions.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

PRAYERS
ANSWERED

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for your inter-
cession and prayers answered. In gratitude
publication promised. BLC

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military  camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive,
hunting, advertising, radios,
ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*xxxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

Call us at 413.283.8393

_seavices [ sehvices [ seavices [l HELP waNTED

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLERS
LLC. Need sprinkler repairs or complete
system check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable
service without big company prices. Call
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing  Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE
DACHSHUNDS. BLACK/TAN PUPPIES
READY MID AUGUST. VET CHECKED
FIRST VACCINATION. WELL SOCIAL-
IZED. APPROXIMATELY 12 LBS WHEN
FULL GROWN. 413-596-8190

RUSSELL PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT; 8+ hours
weekly. Strong public service skills and
solid computer literacy required. Detailed
description at russellmapubliclibrary.
com, and on our Facebook and Instagram
pages. Send resume to RPL, PO Box
438, Russell MA 01071 or email
rpldirector162@gmail.com rpldi-
rector162@gmail.com

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:

m 50,500

m
CHESTERFELD.
WODLERELD

I

N
3 =5

e

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

Advertise your ELECTRICIAN d
HOME Lif:,..r«'
IMPROVEMENT : y
SERVICES PJ’s Electrical
in our classifieds. MASTER ELECTRICIAN
WE GET RESULTS! e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
Call 413-283-8393 services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
A NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
] ¢ Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)
.
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Besg Price
2 Base e | 22 Bogaron| 23 Besgrrag| 24 B sho0
25 Besigs | 26 Stan| 27 e P00
29 szpice| 30 sasgprice | 31 Basfrice| 32 BasgPres
33 By | 34 Bsesang| 39 B esass| 36 B Sa
37 Besgan | 38 Stmon| 39 Bt | 40 B ga000
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweekrate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

3
ST NORTH

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us

Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026 .
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME CHIEF OF POLICE.
$37,500 - $50,000 yearly salary
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026.
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

YOUR

~AD
HERE

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com

Call:
413-283-8393
Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/
classifieds

Subscribe Today!

Turley'

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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EAST BROOKFIELD
— Second Chance Animal
Services has been awarded
a $150,000 grant from the
American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals® to support the
purchase of a new Com-
munity Support Vehicle, a
mobile veterinary unit that
will expand access to care
for pets and families who
may otherwise face barriers
to receiving veterinary ser-
vices.

The grant will help Sec-
ond Chance Animal Ser-
vices fund this important
capacity-building initiative,
allowing veterinary teams to
bring preventive and basic
veterinary care directly into
more communities, assisting
pet owners, and supporting
programs that help keep
pets healthy, at home, and
out of shelters.

The mobile veterinary
unit will extend the reach
of Second Chance’s com-
munity programs, serving
pets and families across the
region.

“Access to veterinary
care should never depend
on a family’s ability to trav-
el or overcome transporta-
tion barriers,” said Sheryl
Blancato, Chief Executive
Officer of Second Chance
Animal Services. “We are

incredibly grateful to the
ASPCA for this generous
investment. This Commu-
nity Support Vehicle will
allow us to provide basic
veterinary care on the road
and connect pets needing
more advanced treatment
to our hospitals. Together,
these services help keep pets
healthy, with the families
who love them, and out of
shelters.”

“Lack of access to af-
fordable veterinary care is
among the top reasons fam-
ilies are forced to make the
heartbreaking decision to
relinquish their pet to a shel-
ter,” said Karen Walsh, vice
president of animal reloca-
tion at the ASPCA. “The
ASPCA is honored to pro-
vide Second Chance Animal
Services with grant funding
for a new mobile veterinary
vehicle to expand their life-
saving work providing crit-
ical veterinary care to the
community and helping to
keep animals healthy and in
loving homes.”

For more than 16 years,
Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices has been meeting pets
and families where they are
through community out-
reach programs designed
to remove barriers to veter-
inary care. The new mobile
veterinary unit will build

community
Second Chance receives ASPCA grant for moblle care vehicle

d Challce Anlmal Semcw.

scouncnaﬂcmm

e

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The new Second Chance Community Support Vehicle is shown parked outside the North Brookfield hospital.
The mobile unit was made possible by a grant from the ASPCA to help bring veterinary care to pets and

families in need.

upon those efforts by tri-
pling the capacity to bring
clinics directly into under-
served neighborhoods, as-
sisting pet owners who may
not be able to travel to vet-
erinary hospitals, and sup-
porting community-based
programs that help prevent
unnecessary pet surrender.
The vehicle will be on
the road at low-cost vaccine

In addition, it will be in-
strumental in the nonprof-
it’s Homebound to the Res-
cue program which brings
veterinary care at low-cost
or no-cost to senior and
low-income  communities.
By intervening early and
providing resources before
a crisis occurs, the organi-
zation can help keep pets
healthy and safely in their

The need for these ser-
vices is evident in stories like
those of seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities who
deeply love their pets but
struggle to care for them.
Through its community
programs, Second Chance
has helped pet owners ac-
cess veterinary services that
allowed them to keep be-
loved companions by their

The new Community
Support Vehicle will make it
possible to reach even more
families with the support
they need before difficult
circumstances force them to
consider surrendering a pet.

For more information
about Second Chance An-
imal Services, please visit
www.secondchanceanimals.
org.

Since 2001, the ASPCA
has provided more than
$250 million in grant fund-
ing to thousands of animal
shelters, municipal and gov-
ernment agencies, rescue
groups and other organiza-
tions nationwide.

Grants are just one ex-
ample of how the ASP-
CA is helping animals and
communities in need, with
funds supporting a variety
of programs ranging from
increasing pet adoptions to
helping communities build
strong programs to rescue,
shelter, transport, and sup-
port animals during natural
disasters, improving access
to veterinary care, and ad-
vancing research that either
directly or systemically ben-
efits animals.

For more informa-
tion about the ASPCA’
grant-making and current
initiatives, visit www.aspca-

clinics across the state.

homes.

side. pro.org/grants.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

SALES TAX HOLIDAY!!!!
AUGUST 8 & 9
PRE BUY BEST PRIGES!!!!

1,000°S OF ACs ON SALE!!
MATTRESS SALE!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

SEE FLYER INSIDE!

12 MONTHS WHITCO € e

0 140 Main St., Spencer
0% FINANCING www. whltcoéales com

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

508-885-9343

BUYING OR SELLING... e 3
?“sT R WV  WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU' N

PRICE IMPROVEMENT - $489,900 |
215 SARTY ROAD, WARREN - A MUST SEE!

OPEN HOUSE - THURSDAY JUI.Y 30 4-5:30

RANCH Features: 5 L
* 3 bedrooms '
* 2 baths
* hardwood flooring
* granite countertops
* back deck

* central air
* 2 car garage =z

——

Follow us on
Facebook

Cassie Paolucci

774-200-3523 h

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25TH

VISIT THE FARM FOR:

e Honey ¢ Cheese

e Jams e Early Apples
e Maple Syrup

Southbridge Road, Warren,

Our Donuts Are

Famously Delicious!

&=
'@
| Cider Donuts

j WITH THIS COUPON AND S8 PURCHASE |
GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY .,

[\V/ VAN

1/2 Dozen

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray e Dark Gray ¢ Beige ¢ Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone  Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete ® Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

% 98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer

009

AONI000

.'e
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153 HAYNES HILL RD., BRIMFIELD
PRICE REDUCTION -

Fully remodeled late 1800’s Country [
Farmhouse Colonial with scenic =
views on 1.5 acres in a desirable
Brimfield location. 2654 sf. 4
bedrooms 2.5 baths. There is also
a walk-up 3rd floor that has been
finished and heated for additional
living area. All new plumbing & high efficient propane boiler. This home
has tons of character. Outside there’s a chicken coop & an old barn that
needs some work but room to park 5 cars/tractors, etc.. The west facing
windows offer views of the rolling hillside & gorgeous sunsets. Brand

new 4 bedroom septic to be installed prior to closing. $559,000

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, G2EX, SRES, MR, PSA, LVIC, CDPE, E-PRO

"
LISA| CARON
[T O——

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

bondsandandgravel com
508-885-6100
508-885-2480
So[E= - =
OPEN HOUSE
# SUNDAY,AUGUST2-11AM-1PM
1 Hip-Rood Colonial $560,000
8 Martin Road, Brookfield

| Custom  hip-roof | _
(9| Colonial located [EscSiis
| in the desirable f&
Tantasqua School
District. 7 Rooms,
3 bedrooms, 2.5 [+
Baths, attached 2
car garage on 1.61 acres. The 26x26 owner’s suite
includes an exterior balcony and a spa-like marble
bath with a heated jacuzzi tub and a glass shower!

CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East
North East 160 Main St., Spencer

OFrcIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY OF THE Boston B

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Shu

\{ coturcwith us!

dventure fnum of Warren &=

Pickity Place Lunch...........ccomsermsersnesssnnsanes $130

Sept. 26 ..

Nov. 7......Great Gatshy at PPAC ........cc.ccomsermsessrnrnanae $165
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699
March 1...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ............... from $2499
May 23....7-Night Bermuda Cruise...........cceoernee from $1799

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

1;(‘)_42 West St.. -
(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center

EVERY SATURDAY
T1AM-2PM
JUNE THRU OCTOBER

20'X30' AREA ON GRASS
Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

b

CONTACT:
Text 978-257-9461
Facebook: @timmy.s.996763




