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Upcoming events you won’t 
want to miss
July 25:  BBQ, Beer, and a Band
Aug. 3:  Lost Towns Brewing Beer Garden
Aug. 22:  BBQ, Beer, and a Band
Sep. 19: BBQ, Beer, and a Band

More info: FarmerMatt.com/events 
(508) 980-7085 Join us at the farm

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Common Ground Ciderworks 
was the home of the 4th annu-
al Band Together for Mental 
Health Event for Tyler’s Heart 
this past Saturday. 

Tyler’s Heart is a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to 
support mental health aware-
ness in honor of Tyler Kubert 
and Grace Boos. Its mission is 
to bring awareness to mental 
health by providing education 
and resources to local schools 
and communities and continu-
ing acts of kindness. 

Along with the Band To-
gether event, the event started 
out with the 2nd annual Ride 
Together. The ride consisted of 
over 20 motorcyclists who ded-

4th annual Band Together for Tyler’s Heart at Common Ground

From left to right, Jamie Dodge, Paul Haynes, Elissa Boos, Jim Boos, Alysia Kubert and Jenn Spangenberg in front of the Tyler’s Heart booth during the Band Together event at 
Common Ground Ciderworks. TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGOSee HEART   I   PAGE 8

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Brookfield artists Vanessa 
Varjian and Cruger Johnson 
Phillips have joined together to 
display their paintings at their 
show “Listening for the Light,” 
opening on Friday, Aug. 2 from 
5-7 p.m. at West Brookfield Art 
& Frame Gallery, 10 East Main 
St.

“In any two-dimensional 
art, it’s all about the light,” gal-
lery owner Rebecca Fay said 
of the show, which will be on 
display through the month of 
August. 

Fay explained her interpre-
tation of what “Listening for 
the Light” means, saying it’s 
more than just visual. 

“I interpret that to mean you 
not only have to see it, but what 
is the light telling you to paint 
or draw…the light demands at-

tention,” she said. 
Varjian, who is inspired by 

the natural world around her 
through her years as a farm la-
borer and landscaper, said she 
has always been drawn to the 
light. She’s been painting since 
she was 3 years old, and said 
her paintings are her “heart.”

“I am attracted to the drama 
of intense sunlight in the land-
scape, filtered through foliage 
and across tree trunks, veils of 
neon color intersecting shad-
ows,” she said. 

Varjian is a plein air painter 
and enjoys capturing this light 
by painting outdoors, allow-
ing her to further enhance her 
interpretation of her environ-
ment’s energy.

Before moving to Brook-
field, Varjian lived near Broad 
Meadow Brook Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Worcester for some 
time, and was regularly inspired 
by its stunning landscapes.

‘Listening for the Light’

Brookfield artists display 
joint show at gallery

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BROOKFIELD – For the 
past three years, Oakholm 
Brewing Company has hosted 
a classic and vintage car show 
by UMASS Memorial Health, 

Harrington Hospital, and the 
Chamber of Central Mass 
South.

The proceeds of the event 
went towards benefiting the 
health and education offered 
by these organizations by pro-
viding scholarships for stu-

Drivin’ it Ho(l)me

Brewery hosts car show 
for health and education

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair 
Elizabeth “Brooke” Canada 
read a letter from the Haston 
Library Board of Trustees rec-
ommending the appointment 
of Youth Services Librarian 
Brianna Lamb to the position 
of interim Library Director 
following the resignation of 
Amy Vessella.

The Trustees also recom-
mended appointing Assistant 
Librarian Gabrielle Holmes to 
the position of interim Youth 
Services Librarian. Both Lamb 
and Holmes will assume their 
interim positions on Aug. 14 
and return to their regular po-
sitions when a new Library Di-
rector has been hired. 

Board members approved 
these recommendations at their 
July 16 meeting. 

Board approves 
interim library 
appointments

Three trucks with their hoods up, sparkling in the sun. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

See LIBRARY   I   PAGE 7See BREWERY   I   PAGE 12See ARTISTS   I   PAGE 7
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 7/25/24-7/31/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK TENDERLOINS..........

$279 USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$158
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HARD SALAMI ...................... $599

lb

lb77¢

SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE ...........

lb
USDA INSP. 

GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CAPTAIN AL’S 

NANTUCKET SEAFOOD
ASSORTED MEALS 10 OZ ............. $299

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ............

$279
lb

USDA INSP.

BEEF BACK RIBS ..........................

$499

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$179
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN END CHOPS ..... BEEF

RIBE EYE

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KABOBS WITH VEGGIES
CHICKEN...                BEEF... lb

$799

$499
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

lb
$549

lb

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BONELESS BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

$933
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

STURBRIDGE – The Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & Fiskdale invites the local 
community to attend an Open House and 
Family Activity Day from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 10, on the church grounds 
at 8 Maple St.

The event is open to the general public 
free of charge and no advance registration is 
required.

According to Reverend David W. Cote, 
pastor, the event will include a cookout 
prepared by the church men’s and women’s 
groups, Crossroads and Koinonia. 

“All are welcome to attend the cookout 
with church members for conversation and 
fellowship,” he said.

Sturbridge Scout Troop 161, which meets 
at the church on Sunday evenings, will or-
ganize a variety of children’s games on the 
church lawn. Kathy Krikorian will offer face 
painting, and Judy LaVergne will be holding 
story time in Fellowship Hall. 

The Federated Church’s music director, 
Andrew Kosiba will provide musical enter-
tainment throughout the event.

“We’re also throwing the Meeting House 
doors wide open for tours to showcase the 
partial renovations we’ve accomplished over 
the past six months,” said Cote. “We’re eager 
to share our additional plans for this historic 
building with the community, and reintro-
duce our Sunday School, adult study groups, 
and other faith-based programs.”

“Parents and children in attendance will 
have an opportunity to attend a meet-and-
greet in Fellowship Hall with a few of our 
CORI-certified Sunday School teachers,” 
said Cote. “Starting this fall, our staff will 

be available during the Sunday service to 
supervise up to 25 children, aged 6 months 
to 10 years of age while their parents attend 
church. The Sunday School will encourage 
Christian morals and ethics, within their 
understanding and age level, through sto-
ry time, videos, crafts, and other activities 
aligned with that Sunday’s teachings and 
sermons.”

The Federated Church of Sturbridge & 
Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s presence 
and God’s grace in our lives. Community 
members are welcome and invited to join in 

worship on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
Services are also live streamed on the 

church’s Facebook page. For more informa-
tion, call 774-304-1021 or visit sturfed.org.

Federated Church announces Aug. 10 community event

The Federated Church member Bob Knight is heating up 
the grill for the Aug. 10 Open House and Family Activity 
Day. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Federated Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale will hold an 
Open House and Family Activity from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 10 on church grounds at 8 Maple St.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The North 
Brookfield Cultural 
Council is looking for in-
put from residents. 

If  you are a resident, 
please fill out our survey 
on the North Brookfield 
Cultural Council Face-
book page by Aug.15. 

Are you are interested 
in the arts, humanities 
and sciences? The cultur-
al council is also look-
ing for new members.  
If  you’d like to join the 
Council, email nbcultur-
alcouncil@gmail.com.

Cultural 
Council seeks 
input from 
residents

HARDWICK – St. Aloysius Catholic School in 
Gilbertville listed students named to the honor roll.

High Honors
Jason Aller and Hannah LaRochelle.

Honors
Alex Velez, Dianne Aller, Jackson Boudreau, Olivia 

Mosso, Sophia Adams, Aria Carfagna, Rose Theriault 
and Christopher Rice.

St. Aloysius Catholic 
School lists honor roll

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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QUABBIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH SURVEY

QUABOAG HILLS SUBSTANCE USE ALLIANCE

Questions? Email: mboutot@townofware.com 

COMPLETE OUR CONFIDENTIAL
SURVEY TO HELP US IDENTIFY
THE GENERAL CONCERNS OF

YOUR COMMUNITY!

ELIGIBILITY:

19 YEARS OR OLDER

LIVE, WORK, OR STAY IN
BARRE, BELCHERTOWN,
HARDWICK,
HUBBARDSTON, MONSON,
NEW BRAINTREE, NORTH
BROOKFIELD, OAKHAM,
PALMER, WARE, WARREN,
OR WEST BROOKFIELD

ENTRY INTO OUR DRAWING
FOR ONE OF THREE $100

AMAZON GIFT CARDS UPON
COMPLETION!

https://qhsua.org/QCHS-24/

STURBRIDGE – Old Sturbridge Village is re-
minding visitors that only a few days remain to take 
advantage of the “Friends and Family Discount,” of-
fering 20% off standard full-price daytime admission 
for groups of six or more. 

This limited-time promotion, available on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, and Fridays from now until Aug. 2, 
has just been extended to include Saturday, July 27, 
and Sunday, July 28 to incorporate the popular Music 
and Art Weekend.

Visitors to Old Sturbridge Village can explore the 
extensive historical exhibits that bring early 19th-cen-
tury New England to life. The museum features over 
40 historic buildings, including the mill neighborhood, 
blooming gardens and heritage-breed animals. 

Visitors can experience interactive demonstrations 
of traditional crafts and trades and engage with cos-
tumed historians who offer in-depth insights into the 
past.

“Summer is the perfect time to take your group for 

a visit to Old Sturbridge Village,” said Christine Tieri, 
Chief Advancement Officer at Old Sturbridge Village 
in a press release. “With engaging, hands-on activities 
for all ages, history is as fun as it is educational. Create 
great summer memories while saving money with this 
special promotion!”

To purchase tickets or for more information, please 
visit https://www.osv.org/event/friends-and-family-
summer-discount-days/.

Summer savings extended at Old Sturbridge Village
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Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
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Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
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mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.
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CURREN T

Early this week I saw two scarlet tanagers 
on the gorund in my daughter’s driveway.

As I drove in, they flew up. The red of the 
male was clearly visible. 

I think the second bird was either a ju-
venile or a female. It has been years since 
I have seen a scarlet tanager. The previous 
sighting was one along the side of the road 
near my house.

The scarlet tanager is about seven  inches 
long. The male is scarlet red as the name im-
plies with black wings and tails. The female 
is yellowish below and greenish feathers 
above with gray-
ish brown wings. 
The juvenile male 
has patches of red 
and yellow with 
dark brown wings 
and tail. The juve-
nile female is like 
the adult female. 

They feed on 
the ground where 
I spotted these 
two and in foliage. 
They eat insects 
and wild berries. 
The female lays 
two to five pale 
blue green eggs 
with brown dots 
in a nest of twigs, 
grasses and root-
lets placed in at 
tree from five to 75 feet above the ground. 

Scarlet tanagers inhabit mature, decidu-
ous forests. Tanagers are often heard rather 
than seen despite the males bright red when 
in the forest canopy. They make a two part 
whistle “zureet zeeyeer zeeroo.” Their call is 
a metallic “chip.”

Other birds
This past weekend while traveling on 

Route 122 in Barre, I saw three great blue 
heron fly over. I often see a lone wild turkey 
on New Braintree Road in Oakham.

Whippoorwills
I received two more comments about 

whippoorwills since the last column. A Pel-
ham resident sent an email. 

He said, “I live in Pelham and hear an 
eastern whippoorwill most nights around 
8:30. It’s a beautiful call.” 

A Brimfield resident, who regularly 
sends emails about birds in his area, also 
had a comment about the whippoorwill. He 
said, “I saw you most recent column where 
you wrote about a woman reporting whip-
poorwills. We built our house in Brimfield 
in 1981 and during the summer of 1984 
we heard whippoorwills calling behind the 
house all summer. Unfortunately they have 
never returned.”

Brimfield birds
In the most recent email from the Brim-

field resident, he said, “In the yard I have 
started to see young birds recently out of 
their nests. Three juvenile Baltimore orioles 
were following an adult male 

around the yard, also juvenile cardinal 
(dark bill), male hairy woodpecker (red on 
top of it head), blue jays (young begging 
with quivering wings) and towhee have been 
seen recently. House wren and 

great crested flycatcher used nesting box-
es in the yard and the young have fledged.”

Birds near water
The Brimfield 

resident frequent-
ly checks local 
ponds. He report-
ed the common 
grackle nesting 
in a tree cavity, 
kingbird, chicka-
dee and tree swal-
low with nests 
he watched at a 
pond in Warren 
all fledged their 
young.

He also keeps 
track of four great 
blue heron nests 
and said the first 
nesting herons 
to start incubat-
ing fledged their 

young a week ago. The other three nests still 
have young herons in them. 

He also watches an osprey nest, which 
has three chicks. He said, “About a week 
ago on a very hot and sunny day I saw that 
the adult on the nest was spreading its wings 
to provide shade for the chicks. I watched 
the nest for over an hour and the adult kept 
its wings spread the entire time trying to 
provide shade for the young birds.” He said 
the young stay around the pond for awhile 
after fledging, sometimes until late August.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Michelle, who is enjoying the gardens 
in her new home in Worthington, 
sent the Garden Lady a picture of a 

spiky leafed plant that produces strong stems 
of creamy-white bell shaped flowers. 

She asked for the plant to be identified 
and also wanted some tips on caring for the 
unidentified species.

The plant that Michelle discovered grow-
ing in her new landscape is Yucca (Yucca fila-
mentosa), also known by the common names 
Adam’s Needle or Ghost Lily. The plant 
produces basal foliage that is stiff, long and 
sharp to the touch due to needle-like tips.  

Arising from the center of the plant are 
stems that carry the flowers. They can range 
up to eight feet tall.  

It’s my theory that the tall flower-covered 
stems must give it a ghostly appearance by 
the light of the moon, hence where it gets its 
other common name. Thread-like filaments 
line the leaves, giving it the species name “fil-
amentosa.”  

These threads provide added interest in 
the landscape.

As long as it isn’t planted in dense shade or 
moist soil, the Yucca can grow in just about 
any difficult spot that you can imagine. Ani-
mals won’t touch it. Salt spray won’t affect it. 

Your soil, as long as it’s of neutral pH can 
even be of poor quality. Your choice spot can 
also be droughty and hot.  

It requires very little in the maintenance 
department other than cutting away brown 
leaves and flower stalks that have gone by. 
More severe pruning is only needed if  the 
plant is growing out of bounds.  

Sometimes Yuccas produce a branch – this 
can be pruned away so that the basal foliage 
remains the center of attention.  

It was interesting to learn that the Yucca 
moth pollinates the plant at night. I read that 
they have a relationship whereby the moths 
only let an appropriate number of seeds be-
come viable.  

Nature is so amazing, isn’t it? 
Fruits that form are toxic to cats, dogs 

and horses but apparently not to humans, al-
though don’t take my word for it!

Enjoy your Yucca plant and all of the dis-
coveries a new landscape affords.

Here is another question for the Garden 
Lady – this time involving the strawberry. 
Melissa is curious why the leaves of her straw-
berries plants have red blotches on them and 
if  it is something she needs to worry about.  

She noted that she just installed new plants 
in an area where old strawberry plants were 
recently removed.  

This problem is a common one, especial-
ly with the weather we’ve been experiencing. 
I tackled it once before and the advice still 
holds true! Read on.

What you describe sounds like leaf spot 
fungus to me. All of the recent rain apparent-
ly awakened some spores from your previous 
strawberry growing experiences, and the aw-
ful humidity set it on its course.  

I assessed my own patch and sure enough 
I too am afflicted! Had I put more thought 
into my garden I would have ordered resis-
tant varieties, but alas, I was more concerned 
with size, flavor and freezing ability when I 
made my selection – it sounds like you were 
too!  

Rest assured that most of the experts usu-
ally consider this a cosmetic problem.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

July questions for 
the Garden Lady

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 6

Male scarlet tanager
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413-531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Dunstable 11.49A farm/land $799,900
Hardwick 1.86 &2 acre lots $55,000 each
New Braintree 3.4 acres perk $59,900
Monson 28+ acres (poss.4 Lots) $259,900
Monson 63 acres $280,000
New Salem 5.8 acres $94,900
Southbridge 30 acres town util. $159,900
Sturbridge 11+ acres Waterfrt Call for details
Sturbridge 11+ acres swr/wtr $149,900
Ware 5+acres perked $53,900
Warren 4.5+Acres (perc) $29,900

COMMERCIAL RENTAL SPACE
Main Street,  Palmer – $1,000/mo

Call for details and locations. Land is in demand all 
shapes and sizes. Tired of paying taxes on land you 
don’t intend to use call me today. I do have buyers 
waiting.

Many of the lots have perc tests, 
some have septic designs.

CALL FOR DETAILS
 AND LOCATIONS.

CALL TODAY!

OPEN HOUSE – SATURDAY JULY 27TH, 12-2 
NEW BRAINTREE 
– Bring your 
dreams and 
visions to this 
beautifully located 
mini-farm. Circa 
1790’s farm has 
plenty of space 
for everyone and I 
hear life on the farm is the best. Be self-sufficient here have 
cows, goats, chickens, dogs and plenty of room for lots of 
fruits and veggies with the fencing to protect it. Almost 9 
acres mostly open.  $575,000
WARE – Large commercial building with multiple drive-in 

doors with mostly 
high ceilings, 3 
office areas, 3 phase 
power on 4+ acres.  
Available now.   
$325,000

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SPENCER – Last week, campers 
at Camp Marshall enjoyed a visit from 
members of the Wickaboag Sports-
men’s Club, when they brought a dis-
play of native wildlife to Andrews Hall.

Joining the club members was camp-
er Zoe Hebert, a West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School student and the recent 
winner of the club’s Fifth Grade Essay 
Contest. Hebert’s essay gave a detailed 
description of the Wood Duck, a once 
endangered (now thriving) waterfowl in 
the commonwealth. 

Hebert earned a full week’s stay at 
Camp Marshall as a prize for her win-
ning essay. This is something the club 
does every year, to help promote a love 
of the outdoors in young people.

Campers were able to view tables 
set up with feathers, pelts, skulls, ant-
lers and full mounts of the area’s native 
wildlife, from foxes to coyotes and bob-
cats, to turkeys, pheasants and more.

Each campers was given a turkey or 
pheasant feather to keep. 

Campers learn about wildlife at Camp Marshall

The Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club displayed a number of pelts, skulls, antlers and mounts in Andrews Hall 
at Camp Marshall last week. Joining them was recent Fifth Grade Essay Contest winner Zoe Hebert. Shown 
from left are Dennis Dextradeur, MJ Haesche, Hebert, Paul Lapenas and Dean Wisniewski. TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
PAULA OUIMETTE

The Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club brought feathers from different birds found in our area.Paul Lapenas identifies animal pelts with a Camp Marshall counselor.

MJ Haesche displays a replica Native American fan made from a deer’s shoulder bone 
and various bird feathers.Mounted animals were displayed, including this bobcat and turkey.

Dean Wisniewski hands out turkey and pheasant 
feathers to campers.
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Whether you’re a 
long-standing customer,
or someone looking for a 
guaranteed advertising 
market, increase your 

exposure for two 
consecutive weeks in the

Journal 
Register
  Publication Dates:  

August 22 &
August 29

The Journal Register will be directly 
mailed to over 8,000 households for 

two consecutive weeks!

  Advertising Deadlines:  

August 19 
& August 26

MONSON

PET OF THE WEEK COMMUNITY SPORTS
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Conservation Commission and the library have partnered up to offer some excit-ing informational opportunities for town residents.
Now that the town has secured its Municipal Vulnerability Pre-

paredness Grant, the library and conservation have sought to offer more programs to help get kids involved in studying and learning about climate and ecology, and in particular, the specific needs of the town of Monson when it comes to environmental protections.
On Friday, June 28, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., Rona Leventhal will visit Veterans Field to share Stories and Songs for Our Planet. This is part of the Storytimes on the Go offered by the library’s Youth Ser-vices.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, the Town Council held a Public Hear-ing where the Town Manager went over the next fiscal year’s budget.
Town Manager Brad Brothers gave an overview of the budget. 
“Bob Reid sent a memo out to all of the department heads, I be-lieve in late December, early Janu-ary,” Brothers said, “outlining what the budget process would look 

like.”
Brothers said the Town Ac-countant received spreadsheets from each of the department heads, then they went through various channels of review and a bud-get subcommittee, before going through every budget item that was proposed line by line. Brothers re-ported that the general fund budget amounts to $41,978,324.

“Property taxes and state aid are projected as stable,” Brothers said, “however, we have seen a significant increase in new growth. 

This is a trend we expect to see con-tinue as we look forward to ensure our inspections are up-to-date.”
Brothers said that two of the main drivers for local receipts in-creases were investment income and income from cannabis excise tax, which is a new tax fund that the town has started to receive. Brothers said that one of his goals for the next fiscal year will be for the town departments to review fee structures and make sure the town is matching the local market rate.

“One great news piece is we’re 

going to be sending a new electric agreement that will be signed to reduce our electric supply rates by 32% starting in November,” Broth-ers said.
The town’s HMO and PPO health insurance plans were re-newed for a 5% reduction. “It’s not too often that you see health insur-ance go down,” Brothers said.
Brothers announced that the public schools will have a 3.5% budget increase, which will include the expansion of its Pre-K program, as well as developing collaborative 

teaching models and transporting contractual increases.
“In wastewater, inflation to general operating expenses in addi-tion to growing capital project ex-penses had the recommended bud-get totaling $4,449,490,” Brothers said. “After reducing anticipated offsets of $802,200, which is Mon-son septage and miscellaneous rev-enue, the balance left to cover is $3,627,490.”

Brothers said by assuming 

Free 
Summer 
Eats to 
youths 
under 18

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The town and school system are excited to offer Free Summer Eats to students and youths in the community under the age of 18, with no questions asked.
“Great things are happening in Monson,” said Tracy Blanchard, Food Service Director for the town’s schools.
Blanchard announced that the schools will continue to offer free meals when school is out for the summer. The Free Summer Eats program will run from July 8 through Aug. 16. This program is made possible by the state Depart-ment of Education, and sponsored by the town’s Public Schools Food Service Department.

“Kids and teens can enjoy free nutritious meals all summer long,” Blanchard said. “Summer Eats 2024 provides free meals to kids and teens 18 and under, with no identification or registration re-quired or questions asked. Kids and teens can show up to any site and receive free, nutritionally-balanced breakfast and lunch to fill them up for those very full summer days. All sites will host fun kid-friendly give-aways throughout the summer.”
Monday through Friday, from July 8 until Aug. 16, breakfast will be served at two locations from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“All meals are grab and go style, so they won’t be eating there,” Blanchard said. “We’re offering breakfast and lunch weekend take-home bundle meals offered every Friday.”
There will be two locations that kids and teens can visit to partici-

Town Manager shares details on municipal budget

Local partnership for
educational programs

Lions Club celebrates 75th anniversary

PALMER

Turley photos Emily-Rose PappasAlthea and her grandma, Cheryl Murray waiting for the next ride. See more photos on page 6.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – A local kindergar-
ten teacher was recently recognized with the Most Valuable Teacher Award for going above and beyond in her service toward her students.

Country Bank, in partnership with The WooSox Foundation, rec-
ognizes teachers who go above and beyond with the “Most Valuable Teacher” Award. Students through-
out the region nominate their teach-
ers, who, if selected, receive a spe-
cial visit from the WooSox mascot, Smiley Ball, and Country Bank’s mascot, Buck, as well as a $100 gift card from Country Bank.

Additionally, both the teacher and nominating student receive four tickets to a WooSox game during the upcoming season.
Melissa Webber, a kindergarten 

Submitted photos

Melissa Webber (center) received the Most Valuable Teacher Award from Woo Sox and Country Bank.

Most Valuable Teacher Award
Local kindergarten 
teacher receives award 
for helping students in 
need

MONSON

Carnivaltimetime

Photos by Marcelo GusmãoYouth Services Librarian Denise Newland, Conservation Agent Toni Uliana, and Director Hope Bodwell enjoyed the sunlight outside the library.

COMMUNITY

PALMER – Last Thursday, the Palmer Lions Club met at the Sec-ond Congregational Church to cele-brate its 75th anniversary.
The local chapter welcomed members from all over the region 

to celebrate this momentous anni-versary with them. A dinner of bar-becue chicken was provided by the church, and Club President George 

MVTA   ❙   page 2
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LIONS   ❙   page 5

BUDGET  ❙   page 9
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Photos by Marcelo GusmãoClub President George Richardson held up the plaque that the club received from the state.
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Fall Foliage
Scenic Tours
Apple Orchards
Family Fun
Pumpkin Patches

Local Autumn
Activities,

Day Trips &
Family Fun

Your Guide for

Place your adPlace your ad
in New England’sin New England’s

Autumn Activity GuideAutumn Activity Guide
ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14

Reserve Your Ad Today! Call 413.283.8393

When: Saturday, November 16, 2024 5PM
Where: Teresa’s, Ware
Cost: $35 per person

Please RSVP (Yes or No) 
by September 1 to:

74warehsreunion@gmail.com
More information to come.

You can also see us on Facebook:
WHS Class of ‘74

5050thth5050thth

Ware
High School

Part Time Library 
Assistant Position

Tuesdays 2pm-6pm & Fridays 4pm-7pm.
Also some fill in hours when needed. 

Computer skills necessary. 
Knowledge of Dewey Decimal System.

Should be able to follow directions 
and be detail orientated.

Full job description at the library. 
Send resume to 

Gilbertville Public Library, 
PO Box 535, Gilbertville, MA 01031 

by August 2, 2024. 
Position begins Sept.10, 2024.

NORTHAMPTON – A three-day cycling adven-
ture will cover 104-miles of Mass Central Rail Trail 
Sept. 20-22, starting in Northampton and ending in 
Boston.

This historic rail corridor is becoming the longest 
rail trail in New England. Currently, the corridor is 
60% finished and its completion is a state priority, ex-
pected to bring in over $200 million in new revenue to 
cities and towns it passes through. 

Once completed, the MCRT will span 120 miles 
across the commonwealth. 

“Ride N2B on the MCRT” will make roughly 12 
stops along the route with overnight stays in Ware and 
Hudson. Presentations by local advocates, community 
leaders and historians will be made at these stops to 
spread awareness about efforts to continue the MCRT.

“Each day we’ll be having rest stops, an outdoor 
lunch, and an evening dinner event. At each of the 
stops and events, we’ll be meeting with local leaders 
who are eager to get the rail trail finished,” Norwot-
tuck Network Chairman Craig Della Penna said in a 
pree release.

The ride will have 12-15 riders for the whole route 
with other riders encouraged to join for parts of each 
day.

For information about the ride and joining a sec-
tion, contact Della Penna at craigdp413@gmail.com.

Ride N2B on MCRT

Three-day cycling event 
covers 104 miles of rail trail OAKHAM – The Sons of the American Legion, 

Post 244, West Brookfield is hosting its 19th Annual 
“Scholarship Scramble” Golf Tournament on Satur-
day, Aug. 10, at Quail Hollow Country Club. 

The tournament is 18 holes and has an 8 a.m. shot-
gun start. A chicken dinner will follow at the Legion 
Post in West Brookfield.

The cost is $120 per person and must be received 
by Aug. 3. For more information, call Kevin at 774-
230-3262.

Sons of Legion host 
scholarship golf tournament

NORTH BROOKFIELD – From July 22 through 
Aug. 13, the Haston Free Public Library will tempo-
rarily adjust its operating hours to reflect its reduced 
staff so please mark your calendars. 

The library will be open on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 4-7 p.m. and Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 2-5 p.m. The Trustees look forward to adding 
more operating hours in mid-August. 

Check the library’s website, Facebook page, and 
signage outside the building for up-to-date informa-
tion.

Haston library announces 
temporary summer hours

To try and get the upper hand on leaf spot, remove 
affected leaves and put them in the trash.  Provide 
plenty of air flow by thinning away extra runners as 
recommended and avoid overhead watering.  

Not that we can help what Mother Nature dishes 
out, since it has been coming from “on high” by the 
bucket of late! 

Next year after harvest, renovate your strawberry 
patch with the lawn mower on an elevated setting. 
Rake up and get rid of the chopped leaves, thin out the 
patch and watch as it grows back happy and healthy. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 32 years she has held the position of staff  
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

Our advertisers make
this publication

possible.
Let them know you
saw their ad in the
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Large Outdoor 
Dining Seating Area

Golf Course
Open To The Public

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering & Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

Drawn to trees, water and flowers, 
Varjian likes to focus her paintings 
(which are mix of acrylic layered with 
oil paints), on filtered, small areas.

“It’s always that kind of portal…fil-
tered light,” Varjian said.

Phillips’s paintings are more contem-
porary, but light plays just as strong of 
a role, drawing your eye to the vibrant 
colors of her bold pieces.

“Turning to abstraction has been a 
natural progression as I seek to express 
a hidden wholeness in color and compo-
sition,” she said. 

Last year was Phillips’ first official 
exhibit as an artist, after having worked 
as a hospice chaplain up until her retire-
ment. Prior to moving to Brookfield, 
Phillips lived in Connecticut and always 
dreamed of becoming an artist.

“I loved art when I was a little girl,” 
she said.

Phillips was told by 
somebody that if  she 
wanted to become a good 
artist, she would need to 
paint 1,000 paintings. 

“I did 3,000,” she said. 
“I painted and painted 
and painted a lot of ter-
rible art.”

Fay said both artists 
have been wonderful 
additions to the gallery, 
and she encouraged all 
to attend the opening re-
ception and support local 
artists. 
Other gallery happenings 

On Saturday, July 
27, the gallery will host 
“Tunes, Java Brews & 
Artist Views” from 7-10 
p.m. The gallery and 
it’s favorite neighbor, 
The Joy Of Beans coffee 
roasters, join forces for 
a fun, outdoor, summer 
evening with live music 
from local singer/song-
writer Adelaide Fay and 
her band.

On Friday, Sept. 6, local artist, Karen 
Thompson Bullock and rare book deal-
er, Ron Bullock, present recent book 
restorations from their collection along 
with new, hand bound, blank books 
made by Karen.  An artists’ reception 
will be held from 5-7 p.m. 

On Friday, Oct. 4 from 5-7 p.m. the 
gallery will host an opening reception 
for the second annual Jewelry Show, fea-
turing three local jewelry makers, Jenni-
fer Geldard, Cathe Palo and Cassandra 
Goldwater. 

On Friday, Nov. 15 the gallery will 
hold its eighth annual Small Works 
Show with an opening reception from 
5-7 p.m. 

Gallery hours at West Brookfield 
Art & Frame are Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

ARTISTS   I  FROM PAGE 1

Spending requests
The Fire Department requested ap-

proval to spend $1,540 for mandated 
air pack flow test, $1,250 for mandated 
air compressor annual service, $1,000 
for mandated hydrotesting of storage 
tanks, $5,000 for mandated hose testing 
and $192 for three replacement panels 
for turnout gear

The department also requested ap-
proval to spend $171 each for two water 
extinguishers for Engine 1 and Tower 1.

“These are required to be on the 
trucks as part of their Class A pumper 
status,” Canada said.

The board approved the requests.
 Special town meeting

The board approved the warrant for 
a special town meeting which will be 
held on Wednesday, July 31 at 6 p.m. 
at the North Brookfield Police Depart-
ment Training Room.

There are two articles on the warrant 
related to the Sewer Department, with 
article 1 asking voters to establish a 
Sewer Stabilization account and article 
2 asking voters to transfer money from 
Sewer Retained Earnings to the Sewer 
Stabilization account.

Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre said the town is required to retain 
$50,000 in order to meet the require-
ments of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture grant.

Cider Mill bridge
The board approved the Chapter 90 

reimbursement for the Cider Mill bridge 
project in the amount of $33,193.

Town Administrator Michael Szlosek 
said this amount paid for engineering 
services through Fuss & O’Neill. He 
said the firm has since been replaced by 
the BSC Group.

“This $33,000 will pay off Fuss & 
O’Neill and we’re being reimbursed for 
it,” he said. 

Public comment
Parks & Recreation Committee 

Chair Brandon Avery requested that 
people respect town property, saying 
there have been complaints of teenag-
ers hanging off of and bending the new 
basketball hoops on the town common, 
and throwing logs in the Town Forest 
Park pond and boards into the stream 
that feeds the pond.

“I just ask people to try to respect 
town property and keep it nice,” he said. 
“If we have to go back and repair things, 
we’re just taking steps back.”

New business
The board agreed to hold off on 

making annual appointments for the 
town’s boards and committees, and just 
appoint the town officials.

Canada said there are a lot of vacan-
cies on the boards and committees, and 
she encouraged people to reach out to 
the Town Clerk or the board to express 
interest in a position. 

LIBRARY   I  FROM PAGE 1

SPENCER – The Spencer Parks & 
Recreation Commission 2024 Summer 
Concert Series continues from 2-5 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 28 at Powder Mill Park, 
corner Smithville and Meadow Roads, 
Spencer with the Love Dogs.

Take one red-hot horn section, add 
liberal amounts of barrelhouse boo-
gie-woogie piano, stinging Fender gui-
tar, a funky and swinging rhythm section 
that “Blues Review” magazine called 
“the best in the business”, and top it all 
off with a crazy and charismatic front 
man with one of the biggest blues voices 
around and you’ve got the Love Dogs. 

The band is seasoned with years on 
the road tearing up juke joints, concert 
halls and festivals, while releasing four 
critically acclaimed CDs.  It’s a recipe 

for music, mayhem, intensity and irrev-
erence – it’s the Love Dogs.

A food truck will be on site with bev-
erages and various food items.

Next up in this series that runs 
through Aug. 18 will be The New En-
gland Yacht Club on Aug. 4.

The concert series is proudly spon-
sored by Cornerstone Bank. 

Serving Worcester County, Corner-
stone Bank’s local presence and com-
munity-based banking model enables 
a unique ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. Corner-
stone provides the highest level of ser-
vice and expertise for individuals, busi-
nesses, and community organizations 
with branch locations throughout cen-
tral Massachusetts.

The Love Dogs will perform at Powder Mill Park on Sunday, July 28 from 2-5 p.m. as part of the Parks & 
Recreation Commission’s 2024 Summer Concert Series.

‘Love Dogs’ perform at 
Summer Concert Series

WEST BROOKFIELD –The 
First Congregational Church, 36 
North Main St. has been hosting its 
Flea Market on the town Common 
for more than 50 years and this year 
it will be held on Saturday, Sept. 14 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome 
- flea folk, antique dealers, crafters, 
product vendors, and those emp-

tying out basements and attics. No 
food vendors, please. 

Spaces are available for $40 for a 
20 by 20 grassy spot. Vendors must 
bring their own tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor a food 
tent with grilled food, cold drinks 
and sweet treats. Email to fccofwb-
fleamarket@gmail.com for an appli-
cation.

Vendors needed for Flea Market 
on the Common
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icated their time for a 73-mile ride, also 
known as the Quabbin Run. 

This is the biggest fundraising event 
for Tyler’s Heart and it raises about 
$8,000 each year. Funds are raised 
through raffles and generous dona-
tions. The Band Together has always 
been hosted by Common Ground Ci-
derworks who had their backfield filled 
with games, vendors, food, drinks and 
prizes. 

“Each year it grows bigger and big-
ger,” Alysia Kubert said.

This organization continues to make 
mental health a priority and promote 
conversations with friends and families 
to open up about their feelings. Helping 
individuals and families out through 
education and resources is part of the 
Tyler’s Heart mission. 

Tyler’s Heart also awards a $2,000 
scholarship every year to a high school 
graduate. The organization also pro-
vides peer-to-peer support. 

There is a sharing wellness library in 
the center of North Brookfield in honor 
of Grace Boos. Wellness books for Chil-
dren, Teens and Adults are available. 

Tyler’s Heart also provides journals 
for local schools in the area and those 
go to students. 

“We want to empower the children 
with a positive mindset and coping 
skills,” Kubert said. 

Another annual event Tyler’s Heart 
has is Comedy for Cash over at the Au-
burn Elks. The organization helps raise 
money to support local families who 
have had experience with suicide loss. 

Donations to Tyler’s Heart can be 
sent at tylersheart.org. They can also be 
followed on Facebook and Instagram, 
@kubesheart. 

11-year-old Lukas Dodge kicked off  
the Band Together event by singing the 
national anthem. Many bands played 
throughout the day on the outdoor 
stage of Common Ground Ciderworks. 

Many vendors were first time vendors 
at this fundraiser and were all local, in-
cluding Laser Worx of West Brookfield 
works on custom engravings. They had 
various items such as bottle openers, 
pens, coasters and glassware. 

Sharon Wellman was at Common 
Ground offering custom apparel, signs 
and banners at her booth. 

“I have something for everyone,” 
Wellman said. 

Tyler’s Heart Band Together and 
Ride Together for Mental Health con-
tinues to grow and continues to spread 
mental health awareness and support 
for those who need them. The organi-
zation appreciates the support of Com-
mon Ground Ciderworks for hosting 
this charitable event every year. 

HEART   I  FROM PAGE 1

Many guests participated in raffles taking place at the fourth annual Tyler’s Heart Band Together for Mental 
Health. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Merchandise was available including shirts, patches, journals, cups, stickers and bandanas. 

An ice cream truck was parked and ready to serve during Tyler’s Heart Band Together event.

Paul Haynes is the director of events for Tyler’s Heart and shared some information during his introduction. 

Ink Fusion was one of the vendors at Tyler’s Heart Band Together for Mental Health at Common Ground Ci-
derworks. 

The North Brookfield High School booth raised money for the student trip to Washington, D.C. in 2025. 
More than 20 motorcyclists participated in the Tyler’s Heart Ride Together prior to the event at Common 
Ground Cider Works. 

Many great prizes were up for grabs at the raffle.
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AUBURN – The Quab-
bin boys  basketball team has 
evened their record in the Au-
burn Summer League at 3-3 
with dominant wins over Nip-
muc and Main South. 

After downing Leicester in 
the opening game the team, 
sponsored by E.P. Wine Pro-
pane, the Quabbinians had to 
endure two consecutive loss-
es to Northbridge and Monty 
Tech. 

However, the offense began 
to develop and the man defense 
has become more consistent 
behind the tutorage of summer 
coaches Tim Hay, Steve Car-
rington and Luke Brownell. 

Emphasizing the  passing 
motion offense and the layers 
of the read and react several 
players have matured into scor-
ing threats. 

A close win over Nipmuc by 
a score of 55-47 had the cagers 
leading the entire game by dou-
ble digits before Nipmuc went 
on a run in the final minutes. 
But the Quabbinisns held on in 
their first time and score situa-
tion this summer season. 

Kyle Clark led the scoring 
with 17 points and 7 rebounds. 
He was followed by Jacoby 
Dilling with 11 points and 6 as-
sists. Quinn Geary also added 
11 points in the win. 

A convincing win over Main 
South by a score of 79-39 had 
Senior Captain Kyle Clark lead 
the way with a double-double. 
Clark scored 20 points and cor-
alled 16 rebounds. Jacoby Dil-
ling followed with an impres-
sive performance as well with 
adding 13 points and a per-
sonal best 9 assists. Teammate 
Brady Patchen had a breakout 
scoring game with 18 points 
on a variety of offensive shots 
while Zeke Santoro posted 12 
points many in the low post. 

Leading the team overall in 
scoring is senior power forward 
Kyle Clark. The ‘Big Dawg’ has 
been working diligently on his 
post skills and perimeter of-
fense as well. 

Clark has been training 
with former UMass standout 
Chris Kirkland on his inside 
post up skills, rebounding and 

Quabbin boys improve to 3-3

Quabbin’s Brady Patchen receives post entry instruction as teammates Teodoro Lopez, Collin Leclare, Zeke Santoro and Kyle Clark 
await their turn in the low post. SUBMITTED PHOTOSee QUABBIN   I   PAGE 10

PALMER – Last week, Monson American 
Legion baseball completed its regular season 
with a few games last week. One game result-
ed in a forfeit while Monson played and lost 
last Thursday against Northampton 11-0. 
Post 241 would finish the regular season with 
a 6-10 record. They finished 10th overall in the 
Senior Legion standings and were scheduled 
to take on East Springfield in the preliminary 
round of the zone playoffs. Results and high-
lights from that matchup will be in next week’s 
edition.

Post 241 finishes up regular season

Brendan Hess slings a throw to first. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID 
HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jesse Cygan, of Ware, fires to the plate.

Kyle Kaczuwka fields the slow roller. Niko Matthieu backhands a play.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The New 
England Mutiny lost a 
heartbreaker to the Lan-
caster Inferno FC, 2-1, in 
the 2019 United Women’s 
Soccer East Conference 
championship match. The 
2019 season was also the 
Mutiny’s first year playing 
home matches at Lusita-
no Stadium in Ludlow.

Five years later, the 
top-seeded Mutiny faced 
second-seeded Sporting 
CT in the East Confer-

ence finals at Lusitano 
July 14. 

It took 120 minutes to 
get the job done, but the 
Mutiny players celebrated 
a 1-0 overtime victory on 
a very hot afternoon, last 
Sunday. 

“We went undefeated 
during the regular season, 
and it just feels awesome 
to finally win a champion-
ship title,” said Agawam’s 
Hope Santaniello, who’s 
the only remaining Mu-

Mutiny wins in double OT to 
capture conference title

Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, takes a shot on goal. TURLEY PHOTO BY DAVID 
HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

See MUTINY   I   
PAGE 11
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footwork. The 6’5 senior emerged in the 
winter season as a true power forward 
and has attended numerous clinics and 
personal training sessions to spring-
board his game into a new level of per-
formance.  

‘Preparation Leads to Separation’ in 
the competitive world and Clark knows 
that the extra work is elevating his skills 
and helping his team. 

With combo guard and forward 
Quinn Geary adding a slashing skill set 
to the basket this season the overall of-
fense has picked up. Geary, a 6’2 senior 
is also an outside shooting threat and 
enjoys the transition game which is im-
proving. 

The fast break transition offense has 
been emphasized by both coaches Hay 
and Harrington and the results are be-
ginning to become obvious with scoring 
averages going up. 

The transition game has been 
sparked by sophomore point guard 
Jacoby Dilling as he leads the team in 
assists. He can create shots for his mates 
but also has demonstrated a propensity 
to score in variety of offensive ways. He 
is a threat to see the open driving lanes 
and score at the basket while developing 
a solid perimeter scoring game as well. 

Jaxon Warburton has improved his 
ball handling and passing. The 6’0 se-
nior guard has now acquired strong 
defensive skills and this has the eyes of 
the coaching staff to now award him the 
honor of becoming the shut-down lock 
up defender assigned to the best player 
on the other team. Warburton seems 
the relish the role and the program cer-
tainly needs a player of that stature. Op-
ponents fear such a player and this can 
impact any game. 

Excelling in the transition game and 
feeding off the assists of Dilling and 
Warburton has been the athletic guard 
Bryce Venne. The speedy senior can 
get out of the blocks quickly and does 
most of his scoring by slashing to the 
iron with economy dribbling. Nobody 
seems to do it better than the 6’0 speed-
ster. 

Maintaining a growing presence on 
the hardwood has been senior power 
forward Zeke Santoro. The 6’3 has also 
been training hard and seems to never 
miss a clinic opportunity to add to his 
skill set. 

With Santoro and Clark learning the 
tandem opportunities that are available 
given their size in the paint they can be 

a demonstrative scoring threat in the 
nail-flank and in the rebounding game 
as well. 

Freshmen Brady Patchen has taken 
on more minutes and his skills on the 
defensive side of the ball are improv-
ing as the hoopsters do execute a lot 
of switching on defense. The 6’0 com-
bo guard can handle the ball and his 
strength in getting to the rack has been 
trouble for opponents to neutralize. 

Add classmate Aiden Crane as a pe-
rimeter scoring threat and the duo has 
worked well together. 

Crane trains hard and regularly with 
Coach Chris Kirkland and the skills 
that he has been adding have certainly 
elevated his game at both ends of the 
court. 

He has been contributing to the of-
fense especially in the GameOn League 
as has Patchen in Fitchburg. 

Joining the two frosh on maple wood 
has been fellow incoming classmate Col-
lin Laclare. The 6’2 forward has been 
scoring in double figures and learning 
the post game from Kirkland too. Also 
a regular at every training session that 
comes available his basketball acumen 
has been on the rise. 

Earning more time on the court has 
been Evan Sherblom. The 6’1 sopho-
more can run the transition game and 
has been a spark defensively. 

Clinician Bob Catalini has worked 
with a number of Quabbinians on 
shooting and post play. 

Coach John Leonard will be return-
ing later this summer for a number of 
high intensity workouts in areas the 
hoopsters need. 

And Roots Basketball, led by coach-
es Geoff Billingham and Tim Sheridan 
are anxious to begin their training regi-
men with the cagers as well. 

The Quabbin players have two high-
ly competitive northeast tournaments 
coming up fast. 

The end of July will have Mass Pre-
mier Courts hosting the Wally Seaver 
Tournament and the beginning of Au-
gust will feature the Assumption Uni-
versity Shootout. 

Coaches Steve Carrington and Tim 
Hay are excited to be sending a team to 
both. 

Athol Savings Bank has sponsored 
the Seaver Tournament while Friends 
of Quabbin basketball have sponsored 
the team entering the Assumption 
Shootout.  

Quabbin players Kyle Clark and Zeke Santoro have been training with former UMass standout Chris Kirkland. 
Santoro looks for a power post drive on his defender teammate Kyle Clark in this skill drill.  SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

More companies,
more choices,

BETTER RATES!

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327 ®

HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox 
walked into Saturday night’s game on a 
two game losing streak, 3.5 games be-
hind the Bristol Blues for the division 
lead, and fell out of the playoff picture. 
It was a must-win situation against the 
division leader themselves, the Bristol 
Blues, in a possible season-changing 
win. Win and hope to make the playoffs 
increases monumentally, lose and the 
chances plummet.

Before the game even began, the 
weather decided to make its own im-
print on today’s game. A late storm 
before gametime pushed the first pitch 
back in a 30-minute delay. Regardless, it 
was just a prelude for the storm that was 
about to take place on the field.

Tonight’s game was a thriller, plain 
and simple. From the opening pitch, to 
the final strike, it was eye-gluing base-
ball and a battle of both pitching and 
hitting. Both teams went out the depth 
of their bullpen to the test, with the 
Blue Sox using four pitchers, and the 
Blues seven. 

From the opening pitch however, it 
was clear tonight’s game would not be 
a pitcher’s paradise. Off an early Jay 
Bant single in the bottom of the first in-
ning, the Blue Sox brought Logan Hugo 
home early to take a 1-0 lead. Minutes 
later, in the top of the second, the Blues 
tied it up thanks to a Thomas Rollaver 
RBI single. 

In the bottom of the third and fourth 
inning, the Blue Sox began growing 
their lead, scoring six unanswered runs 

of their own to take their lead to 7-2 
going into the fifth. Ethan Lyke started 
on the mound for the Blue Sox, pitching 
four innings total while giving up two 
earned runs off five hits, tacking-in two 
strikeouts of his own. 

Moving to the sixth inning, the Blues 
closed the distance, scoring two runs in 
the top of the inning to cut the lead to 
three. However, Jonathan Hogart and 
Derek Williams had other plans. In a 
two punch combo, Hogart hit a double 
first to bring Logan Hugo home first. 
Minutes after, on a 0-1 count with two 
outs and Hogart now stranded at third 
base, Williams hit a massive shot deep 
out of the park to center field to give 
the Blue Sox a 10-4 advantage. Williams 
now leads the Blue Sox with the most 
home-runs hit so far this year with four.

The Blues ended up making things 
interesting by cutting the lead to 10-8, 
but the pitching of Chris Torres over 
the last two innings sealed the door for 
a comeback.

This Blue Sox win now puts them 
just 2.5 games behind the Blues for the 
division lead with two meetings to go, 
both split at Muzzy and Mackenzie 
fields. This game also puts the Blue Sox 
back in the playoff picture as they hold 
the series lead tiebreaker over the Upper 
Valley Nighthawks, with no meetings 
left between the two. With eight games 
to go on the season, the Blue Sox are 
once again in full control of their desti-
ny, and their eyes on the Blue’s division 
lead.

Blue Sox pull off big win over Bristol

NAME: Mia Letendre
SCHOOL: Quaboag

Letendre is one of many play-
ers from Quaboag High School 
working hard on improving her 
skills at a summer league held in 
South Hadley.

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, contact 
Managing Sports Editor Grego-
ry A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibel-
li@turley.com.
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- sports -
tiny player from the 2019 squad. This 
has been our number one goal since the 
start of the regular season.” 

In the second game of the 2024 regu-
lar season, the Mutiny (10-0-0) defeated 
Sporting CT, 4-1, at Lusitano Stadium. 
Cat Barry, who only played in a couple 
of matches for the Mutiny, recorded a 
hat-trick. 

It wound up being the only regular 
loss for Sporting CT (8-2-0), who cap-
tured the East Conference champion-
ship trophy a year ago.   

The Mutiny will be playing in the Na-
tional Semifinals for the first time since 
joining the U.W.S. in 2016.  

“It’s a very nice feeling winning a 
championship game, especially since 
this is my first season coaching a wom-
en’s soccer team,” said first-year Muti-
ny head coach Federico Molinari. “We 
now have one more weekend to go. I’m 
very happy for these players.” 

The U.W.S. National semifinals and 
finals are scheduled to be held at All-
High Stadium in Buffalo, New York on 
Friday and Saturday night.

The other three teams who’ll be try-
ing to take home the National champi-
onship trophy, which is very similar to 
the Stanley Cup, are the Michigan Jag-
uars, the Santa Clarita Blue Heat, and 
FC Buffalo, who earned an automatic 
bid to the championship weekend be-
cause they’re the host team.

The Jaguars are the U.W.S defending 
National champions,

Another local player listed on the 
Mutiny roster is Avery Klingensmith, 
who graduated from Belchertown High 
School. She was one of the starters in 
the final home match of the season.

“This is the farthest we’ve gone in the 
three years that I’ve been a member of 
this soccer team,” said Klingensmith, 
who’s also a member of the women’s 
soccer team at American University. 
“Winning a championship with this 
team is very special. We have a couple 
of local players on this year’s team, 
along with several other players who live 
a little bit farther away. It’s really cool 
that we can all come together and win a 
championship.”    

The other local Mutiny players who 
were starters in the East Conference fi-
nals are Maddy Theriault (Palmer) and 
Alex Legowski (South Hadley).

Several of the Mutiny players are 
current or former players members of 
the UConn women’s soccer team. 

Two of the current UConn players 
are Chioma Okafor and Maddie Fried, 
who played a key role in last Sunday’s 
match 

The contest was scoreless until the 

duo hooked up five minutes into the sec-
ond 15-minute overtime session. 

Okafor, who’s a first-year player for 
the Mutiny, sent a crossing pass from 
the left side of the penalty box to the 
far post where Fried put a shot into the 
back of the net past Sporting CT goalie 
Abby McCarthy.

“It just feels amazing to score what 
turned out to be the game winning 
goal,” said Fried, who transferred to 
UConn from Villanova. “Chioma sent 
me an incredible pass and I just didn’t 
want to miss that shot. We really wanted 
to win today’s game.” 

Fried, who has scored three goals 
this season, has been playing for the 
Mutiny for the past four seasons. She’s 
from Monroe Connecticut and was an 
All-American high school soccer player 
at St. Joseph High School, in Trumbull, 
Conn. 

The other UConn players listed on 
the Mutiny roster are Anna Carson, 
Laci Lewis, Jess Mazo, Abbey Jones, 
and Rachel Marchini, who’s the Mutiny 
captain. 

Joe Ferrera, who’s the Mutiny’s own-
er and general manager, has built a very 
good relationship with UConn women’s 
soccer coach Margaret Rodriguez.

“We wanted to win this champion-
ship title for Joe, and I hope he’s happy,” 
Fried said. “He’s like a dad to us. He 
treats us like his own kids.”

Okafor would like to see a few more 
UConn soccer players play for the Muti-
ny during the next couple of years.

“It’s very special having some of my 
UConn teammates on the field with me. 
We know each other very well,” Okafor 
said. “I hope more UConn players come 
play for this team in the future. It’s a 
great atmosphere here.”   

When Okafor was a freshman at 
UConn, the Huskies lost to St. John’s in 
a penalty shootout in the quarterfinals 
of the Big East tournament. She really 
didn’t want to see the East Conference 
championship game end in another 
shootout.

“I was really hoping that we could 
score an overtime goal because any 

team could win the penalty shootout 
regardless of who the better team is. I 
don’t like that aspect of soccer,” Okafor 
added. “When I passed the ball to Mad-
die, I knew that she was going to put the 
ball into the back of the net.”       

Mutiny goalie Natalie Mutscheler 
made a couple saves during the next ten 
minutes before the celebration began.

The Mutiny players are looking for-
ward to making a six hour bus ride to 
Buffalo this weekend.  

Win or lose, the 2024 season has been 
a memorable one for them.   

MUTINY   I  FROM PAGE 9

The New England Mutiny has won its conference championship. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, takes a free kick.

Abbey Jones fights to keep the ball.Alexis Legowski, of South Hadley, goes through the opposing defense.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Average damage per 

system (abbr.)
  5. Lustful woodland gods 

(Greek mythology)
 11. Colombian Town
 12. Sour
 16. A way to stuff
 17. Former AL MVP Vaughn
 18. Carried or transported
 19. Cannot even fathom
 24. Hammer is one
 25. A way to separate
 26. Not moving
 27. Women’s service 

organization (abbr.)
 28. German river
 29. Quantitative fact
 30. A person’s head
 31. Process that produces 

ammonia
 33. French modernist 

painter
 34. Too much noise
 38. Agree to a demand
 39. One a line at right 

angles to a ship’s 

length
 40. Employees
 43. Ribosomal ribonucleic 

acid
 44. Component of 

hemoglobin
 45. Quick and skillful in 

movement
 49. Passing trend
 50. Part of the eye
 51. One who acclaims
 53. Deadly amount (abbr.)
 54. Taste property
 56. Genus of mosquitoes
 58. Blood type
 59. A group of countries in 

special alliance
 60. Institute legal 

proceedings against
 63. Shade of a color
 64. Spoke
 65. Work units

CLUES DOWN
  1. Charge with a crime
  2. Mended with yarn
  3. North Atlantic flatfish

  4. Boil at low temperature
  5. Lapps of northern 

Scandinavia
  6. Poisonous plant
  7. Atomic #22
  8. 36 inches
  9. Monetary unit of Russia
 10. Type of gin
 13. An alternative
 14. Alone
 15. A way to ooze
 20. Publicity
 21. American firm
 22. Jewish calendar month
 23. Popular sandwich
 27. Comedian Cook
 29. The NFL’s big game 

(abbr.)
 30. Political action 

committee
 31. Make a low, steady 

sound
 32. Legendary sportscaster 

Michaels
 33. One thousand cubic 

feet (abbr.)
 34. Designed to keep ears 

warm
 35. One who scrapes
 36. Tear into two or more 

pieces
 37. Supervises flying
 38. Flying arm of the U.S. 

military (abbr.)
 40. District in Peru
 41. One died leaving a will
 42. Morning
 44. The world of the dead
 45. Widen
 46. Drink containing 

medicine
 47. Celebrating
 48. Secret encounters
 50. A type of tag
 51. Halfback
 52. Modern tech
 54. Monetary unit
 55. Resigned to one’s 

sleeping chamber
 57. Execute or perform
 61. “The Golden State”
 62. “The Beehive State” 

(abbr.)

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

dents, and financially supporting the 
hospital departments and their needs 
for equipment and projects. 

“The cars and their owners are the 
best,” Kelly Hibbard from UMASS Me-
morial and Harrington Auxiliary said. 
“It goes to a good cause and being out-
side is always great.” 

“(The owners) put a lot of time 
and money into the cars,” Alexandra 
McNitt from the Chamber of Central 
Mass South said. 

The event was filled with music and 
fun from Bruce Marshall, operator of 
the Palmer and Ware radio station, 97.7 
FM, The Valley’s Classic Hits. 

“If the cars could talk, the story of 
their lives would be very interesting,” 
Marshall said. “The owners of these 

cars truly show a lot of passion.” 
Many local businesses donated items 

to raffle off, including gift cards and gift 
baskets from Tractor Supply to Dunkin, 
to Klems, Yankee Spirits, local pizza 
places, and even a family pass to Old 
Sturbridge Village. 

The 2024 Drivin’ it Ho(l)me Car 
Show was sponsored by Lamoureux 
Ford, Pickleball U, The Valley’s Clas-
sic Hits 97.7 FM, Oakholm Brewing, 
Chamber of Central Mass South, and 
Harrington Auxiliary. 

The show featured all different kinds 
of cars, from 1934 to the newest mod-
els of Mustangs and Challengers. There 
was a car or truck for everyone to enjoy, 
and the people got to show off their be-
loved models.

BREWERY   I  FROM PAGE 1

Mark Grubbs with his blue1970 Cutlass, and Tere Grubbs with her green 1968 GTO. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE 
PAPPAS

John Nurek with his stunning orange 1934 Ford Three-Window Coupe. Gary Gagne proudly showing off his 1960 Ford Fairlane.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 11, 2024.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 12.

Repping the army, Tim Driscoll poses with his 1941 Dodge WC12. Three beautiful cars, and in the middle, an orange and white 2012 Challenger RT Classic.

Mark Gomes’ perfectly yellow 1934 Ford Pickup, Model 40. An adorable classic Volks Wagon van from Old Soul Motor Co. George Murray’s 2015 Ford Mustang GT is a showstopper for sure.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

COUNTERTOP DISHWASHER, 
LIKE NEW! Works, attaches to sink 
faucet. Fits 10 plates, glasses and 
utensils. $150. Call 978-799-9096.

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludlow

Shiners, worms, tackle. Beer and 
ice. Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-
3pm; Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-
3pm; Sun 6am-1pm. Closed 
Mon.-Tues. 413-589-7957

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. Cen-
tral Boiler certified Classic Edge Titani-
um HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
FINAL ESTATE SALE. 1/2 OFF - 
Everything must go. 213 River St., 
Thorndike. July 27 Sat. only 8am-
4pm

FIREWOOD
Bundles - Kiln Dried Firewood

Only $5 per bundle!  
Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood

229 Somers Rd, 
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more Donald Roy (860) 
874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

SUSIE’S HOME CLEANING 
CARE, giver, homemaker services, 
10 years experience. CNA certifica-
tion. References available. 413-417-
3040.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. Tim 413-563-
2229. Licensed/insured. 35 year con-
struction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

INSTRUCTION
BALLROOM DANCE

Private lessons for couples, wedding, 
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
cial! Fun, easy, and relaxing – swing, 
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550.

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505.
 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.
 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 
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The Ware Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking a qualified 
and experienced Program Administrator. 

The Authority’s portfolio includes Ch. 667 Elderly/Handicapped, Ch. 705 
Family and Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers. The candidate should be 
familiar with both the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 
(EOHLC) and U.S. Department and Urban Development (HUD) program 
requirements. 

Tenant Intake/Outreach, Maintenance of waiting lists, Assist program 
participants to secure appropriate housing and complete all associated 
paperwork. Negotiate with landlords for comparable rents. Attend training 
sessions. Administer the Section Program, Ch. 667 and Ch. 705. 
Including but not limited to all other tasks as assigned. 

Possess excellent written and verbal skills, ability to communicate effectively. 
Familiar with centralized public housing wait lists, (CHAMP) housing 
software, HUD and EOHLC databases. 

The maximum salary is $50,286 and is dependent upon experience. 
The required work hours are 37.5 hours per week and the position includes 
excellent benefits. The candidate will be subject to qualification verification 
prior to employment. 

To apply in confidence please submit a cover letter and resume to 
Linda Hanssen, Executive Director, Ware Housing Authority at 
lindashanssen@gmail.com. 

The deadline is no later than August 1, 2024.
Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply. 

The Ware Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CAMPERS
40’ SEASONAL CAMPER. Coast-
al Pines Campground, Wells, Maine. 
2019 Wildwood DLX, 2 br., 2 bath, 
screenroom, shed. Pictures available 
upon request. $59,400. 774-764-
9414.

CHURCH ORGANIST/
PIANIST WANTED

First Congregational Church of 
Chester is looking for a Church Or-
ganist or Pianist. Paid position, it takes 
about one hour each Sunday. If inter-
ested, please call 413-685-5074.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HARDWICK: Two bedroom, one bath 
duplex, off street parking. No smoking, 
utilities, pets. $1400 month. 774-200-
4534. Taking applications.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com

24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
that in accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L Chapter 
40A, Section 9, and Section 
11 Back Lot Permit, of the 
West Brookfield Zoning 
Bylaws, the Planning Board 
will open a public hearing on 
Mondaym August 5, 2024 
at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall 

Meeting Room, 2 East Main 
Street, for the following appli-
cation:

Anthony Woodman seeks 
Special Permit approval to 
create a Backlot, approx-
imately 8 acres, at 421 
Wickaboag Valley Road, West 
Brookfield.  

Interested parties may 
review the plan at the office 
of the Town Clerk in the 
Town Hall, 2 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield. A 

copy is posted on the display 
board outside of the Town 
Hall and on the Town web-
site at www.wbrookfield.com, 
under the Events Calendar. 

The Board invites all inter-
ested parties to attend the 
public hearing. 

Timothy Morrell
Planning Board Chair

07/19, 07/25/2024 

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

- legal notices -
WARE – On July 1, CEO Paul Scully 

announced his retirement after a distin-
guished career of 28 years at Country 
Bank and 48 years in the financial ser-
vices industry. 

His retirement will be effective on 
July 31.  Scully, who started his bank-
ing career as a part-time teller while 
attending Bentley University, previous-
ly served as Senior Vice President of 
Country Bank was appointed President 
in 2004 and later assumed position of 
Chief Executive Officer in 2005.

“Throughout my career, I’ve been 
guided by the belief that success is not 
just about growth in numbers but about 
the positive impact we make in the lives 
of our team members, customers and 
communities. It’s been an incredible 
journey and I’m immensely proud of 
what we’ve achieved together. As I re-
tire, I leave with a deep sense of grati-
tude for the opportunity to serve as 
Country Bank’s CEO for the past 20 
years and with the utmost respect of my 
successor, Mary McGovern and the en-
tire Country Bank team to continue the 
Bank’s legacy of excellence,” said Scully 
in a press release.

Mary McGovern, appointed Pres-
ident by the Bank’s Board of Trustees 
on April 1, will assume CEO, effective 
Aug. 1. McGovern, who has been with 
the Bank since 2011, previously served 
as EVP and CFO before assuming the 
role of COO in 2023. 

With her extensive experience in the 
financial services industry spanning 
over three decades, McGovern brings 
a wealth of knowledge and expertise to 
her new position.

“I am honored to have worked along-
side Paul for the past thirteen years,” 
said McGovern. As I assume the orga-
nization’s leadership, I am dedicated to 
the Bank’s continued growth and sup-
porting our customers, community, and 
team members. The Bank is committed 
to providing best-in-class customer ser-
vice, the latest banking services, safety 
and security, and ensuring Country 
Bank remains a trusted financial insti-
tution in our communities.”

Country Bank’s Board of Trust-

ees and its team members are deeply 
grateful to Scully for his exceptional 
leadership and unwavering dedication 
throughout his tenure. His visionary 
guidance has positioned the Bank for 
continued success and growth. 

As the Bank embarks on this new 
chapter, it looks forward to the lead-
ership of Mary McGovern, who will 
undoubtedly build upon Scully’s legacy 
and drive Country Bank to new heights.

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service $1.8 

billion mutual community bank serving 
central and western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brook-
field, Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbra-
ham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charl-
ton and Worcester. With a commitment 
to personalized service and community 
involvement, Country Bank offers indi-
viduals, businesses, and municipalities a 
comprehensive range of banking prod-
ucts and services. 

Country Bank is a member of FDIC, 
DIF, and the SUM network. Country 
Bank can be reached by calling 800-322-
8233 or online at countrybank.com.

Retiring Country Bank CEO Paul Scully is shown with 
incoming CEO Mary McGovern, the bank’s current 
president. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Country Bank announces retirement 
of president and CEO Paul Scully
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

TAX FREE WEEKEND AUG 10 & 11
PRESELECT NOW!!!!
1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

WARE:  Multi-Family, storage 
units and Commercial Building   
$349,900 NEW PRICE!
Investor Ready, this is an excellent 
opportunity for someone looking to add 
to their portfolio in this fast growing area. 
This property has it All! A three family fully rented, 9 storage garages 
fully rented and a Commercial Building ready for a new tenant! 
Great Center of Town Location with HIGH VISIBILITY AND HIGH TRAFFIC. 
This property has potential for many different opportunities and uses.  

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND OPENS JULY 27TH

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

BREAKFAST SAVINGS

Farmer Matt Bacon
Save 20% with this coupon in-store 
or promo code “breakfast” online.
Valid thru 7/28/24.

Locally-sourced eggs
Save 20% with this coupon in-store 
or promo code “breakfast” online.
Valid thru 7/28/24.

Save on farm-fresh bacon & eggs
Food You Can Feel Good 
About at Farmer Matt’s
Savor the goodness of pasture-raised 
beef, poultry, and pork without 
preservatives or artificial hormones. 
Plus, find locally sourced staples 
and homemade meals from our 
farm kitchen. Taste the difference of 
sustainable agriculture at Farmer Matt's.

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 55 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Tierney
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Nestled on a beautiful 2.96-acre flat 
country lot, this picture-perfect Cape-style 
home offers privacy and charm. The main 
house features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a 
large eat-in kitchen with granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, an island, and a 
formal dining room with french doors, nice 
sized, fire-placed living room! The gorgeous primary suite boasts an oversized luxurious 
bathroom with a tiled shower w/ glass doors & a jetted tub . The finished lower level includes 
a full bath, two good-sized rooms, and a sink (teen retreat, or in-home business). Enjoy the 
convenience of a 2-car garage under, central air, hardwoods, a lovely farmer’s porch, a large 
back deck, and a paved driveway with lots of parking! This property also includes a separate 
space with a living room, kitchen, full bath, and laundry! The oversized detached, heated 
barn/garage offers a large finished room above! Don’t miss this incredible home!! $649,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 5 .........Turkey Train ...................................$165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
Dec. 7 ....... Newport Mansions Christmas   ...... $110
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications


