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Band Together for Mental Health
6th annual music 
festival held at 
Spencer Fairgrounds

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

SPENCER – The 6th 
Annual Band Together for 
Mental Health took place 
this past weekend at the 
Spencer Fairgrounds. 

This annual summer 
event featured live mu-

sic, food trucks and fam-
ily-friendly activities de-
signed to support suicide 
awareness and raise mental 
health funds. The event is 
put together by nonprofit 
organization, Tyler’s Heart, 
which focuses on rais-
ing awareness for mental 
health and continuing acts 
of kindness. 

Tyler’s Heart is driven 
by community strength and 
includes a total of 60 vol-
unteers. Since its establish-
ment, Tyler’s Heart has en-

dured continuous growth, 
and the annual Band To-
gether for Mental Health 
is their largest fundraising 
event of the year. 

Alysia Kubert of Tyler’s 
Heart says this year’s event 
features many regulars who 
come back every year to 
support their mission. Reg-
ulars consist of bands, ven-
dors, volunteers and spon-
sors who all come together 
to support Tyler’s Heart. 

In need of a larger space, 
the annual Band Together 

for Mental Health arrived 
at Spencer Fairgrounds, 
which filled up fast as Ty-
ler’s Heart continues to 
grow year after year.

“There’s more for the 
community,” Kubert said. 

The annual festival had 
a lot of family fun activi-
ties. Kids got to make their 
own tie-dye shirts, enjoyed 
bounce houses, obstacle 
courses, pony rides, and a 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The 6th Annual Band Together for Mental Health took place at Spencer Fairgrounds this past weekend. Standing together representing the 
nonprofit, Tyler’s Heart, is Elissa Boos (left), Paul Haynes, James Boos, Alysia Kubert, Jamie Dodge, Jennifer Spangenberg and Jessica Huertas. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The East Brookfield Pub-
lic Library welcomed Gil-
bert the Party Pig and some 
of his piggy friends this 
past week. 

The library had an excel-
lent turnout with over 120 
guests arriving to see the 
biggest piggy party of the 
summer. Kids and adults 
got to pet Gilbert and his 
friends, Dot and Meadow, 
as well as feed them and 
help them during some 
tricks. 

Sharing information 
and stories about these 
pigs is Michelle Burns, the 
proud owner of Gilbert 
and five other pigs. Burns 
has owned Gilbert since 
he was 2-years-old and is 

based out of Glastonbury, 
Connecticut. 

Gilbert, who is now 6, 

is the original party pig 
and was making his third 
appearance at the East 

Brookfield Public Library. 
Gilbert has been fea-

tured on the news on many 
occasions. He has also 
starred in “Best Medicine”, 
“Only Murders in the 
Building”, and other nota-
ble shows. 

Joining Gilbert at the 
library was Meadow and 
Dot. Meadow was wearing 
the party hats and got to 
meet dozens of new friends 
during her visit. 

Burns has had Meadow 
since she was a piglet and is 
a pig with many talents. 

Dot is 2-years-old and 
is also a talented pig who 
loved meeting the guests 
at the library. One of Dot’s 
tricks was a cup trick where 
someone can stack cups 
together and Dot used her 

Gilbert and friends arrive at the library

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Gilbert the original party pig arrived at the East Brookfield Public 
Library this past week and was joined by some of his piggy friends.

Art exhibition opens 
at Rapscallion Pub

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Last 
week, Ware artist John Col-
lins was honored at a recep-
tion for the opening of his 
art exhibition at Rapscallion 
Pub, 3 Arnold Road.

The exhibition primarily 
features prints and originals 
of his oil paintings of cars, 
but also a couple that high-
light his talent for capturing 
special moments, including 
a large portrait of his dog, 
Dasher, coming out of a 
lake after a swim. 

Collins is still “new” to 
the world of art, having 
started his creative career a 

few years ago following his 
retirement as an architect. 
Already, he has been recog-
nized for his talent in both 
oil painting and sculpting. 

Growing up, Collins 
developed his love of art 
through his mother, who 
was a talented painter and 
sculptor as well. He said she 
started with watercolors, 
and then explored oil paint-
ing and working with a pal-
ette knife. 

“I learned by being 
around her,” he said.

Collins said his mother 
enjoyed painting on loca-
tion plein air style, and that 
she created a vast collection 

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Artist John Collins is shown next to one of his oil paintings featuring a 
famous movie car. Collins will have his artwork displayed at Rapscal-
lion Pub in Sturbridge until the end of this month.

Planning Board 
hears solar project 
proposition
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The planning 
board held a public hearing 
July 8 where representatives 
from Bohler Engineering 
and ECA Power presented a 
plan to install a solar facility 
and battery energy storage 
systems on the property of 
the Valley View School, lo-
cated at 91 Oakham Road. 

Rick May, the execu-
tive director of Valley View 
School, said the school is ex-
cited for the project so they 
can be environmental stew-
ards. He said they already 
have a recycling program 
and there is a greenhouse 
coming. 

The representative 
from ECA Power, Martha 
Diezemann, said the com-
pany is based in Waltham 
and has 40 completed proj-
ects, mostly in Massachu-
setts, and about 100 more in 
the works. 

The representative from 
Bohler Engineering said this 
project is a five megawatt 
AC, 100 megawatt DC so-
lar program including two 
BESS systems. He said they 
have applied with Nation-
al Grid, and the project is 
expected to come online in 
2028, where the power gen-
erated will be sent to exist-
ing lines, new poles and sent 

to National Grid for com-
munity use. 

He said certain qualified 
residents would be able to 
apply with National Grid to 
get 10-15% off their bill.

The representative said 
they have complied with 
zoning setback laws and are 
100 feet from the vegetation 
buffer. He said less than 
20% of the property will be 
covered with panels. 

He also said there was a 
glare study done, and the 
electricity will be under-
ground until National Grid 
connects, when there will 
need to be new poles in-
stalled. He also said there 
have been meetings with 
the Fire Department, Water 
Department and emergency 
response team training.

According to the Bohler 
representative, the project 
consists of fixed tilt solar 
rays, equipment yards for 
BESS systems, and access 
paths and takes up a total 
of 22 acres of the 100+ acre 
lot. He said there are plans 
to put planters and gates 
near the project to reduce 
visibility of it, but there will 
be 40 acres of tree clearing 
so there are no shadows cast 
on the panels. 

The representative 
said certain trees won’t be 
stumped to allow them to 

James Caldwell named Artist of the Month
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Friends of 
the North Brookfield Town 
House have chosen James 
“Jim” Caldwell as their 
Artist of the Month for 
July.

Caldwell, who has called 
North Brookfield his home 
for 37 years, is described 
as a man of many talents. 
Though he has never con-
sidered himself  an artist, 
Caldwell had taken up a 
hobby at a young age that 

has brought out memora-
ble work that has touched 
many lives. 

Caldwell started with 
woodworking, which he 
learned from his grandfa-
ther, Wayne Earl, who was 
a machinist for the railroad 
and did a lot of building as 
a farmer. While woodwork-
ing, his grandfather loved 
using old hand tools and 
did everything by hand. 

The skilled work of us-
ing wood was something 
Caldwell picked up and 
learned at an early age. 

Later in life, Jim be-
gan to enjoy woodworking 

more from a historical val-
ue. Thanks to the knowl-
edge of his grandfather, 
Caldwell has stuck with the 
traditional hand tools of 
woodworking, using hand 
tools used by the trades for 
hundreds of years. A time 
before the invention of 
power tools. 

When it comes to decid-
ing on a project, Caldwell 
starts with an idea or a 
mental image that will pop 
into his mind. Once decid-
ing on a project, Caldwell 
sticks to it and applies his SUBMITTED PHOTO

James Caldwell is the North 
Brookfield Town House’s Artist of 
the Month for July.
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Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Jacob Plante earns rank of Eagle Scout
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– Jacob Plante of Boy Scout 
Troop 118 passed his Board 
of Review on July 16 to be-
come an Eagle Scout.  

Plante has enjoyed many 
years of Scouting. He be-
gan in 2014 as a Cub Scout 
and made it up the ranks to 
cross over to Boy Scouts as 
an Arrow of Light, Webelo.  

He officially became a 
Boy Scout in May 2019.

Plante served as an ex-
emplary leader for the troop 
and most recently served as 
the Senior Patrol Leader as 
well as the Chaplains Aide. 
In May 2026 he completed 
his Eagle project, which was 
the installation of pollinator 
(bee) houses for the Nor-
cross Wildlife Foundation 
in Wales.  

Plante will be attending 
Worcester State University 
in the fall studying Comput-
er Science. 

The July 17 edition 
of the Quaboag Current 
incorrectly reported in 
a front-page headline 
and article that former 
Brookfield Board of 
Health member Mau-
reen Lepak had been 
“recalled” and “official-
ly recalled” from office. 
Lepak resigned from the 
Board of Health effec-

tive June 29, 2026. The 
Brookfield Board of 
Registrars subsequently 
met on July 8 and certi-
fied signatures submit-
ted on a recall petition. 
No recall election was 
held and Lepak was 
not removed from office 
through a recall election. 
The Quaboag Current 
regrets the error. 

CorrectionNOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Boy Scout Troop 118’s newest Eagle Scout, Jacob Plante (center), is shown with his family from left, Noah 
(brother), Stephanie (mother), Chris (father) and Emma (sister).

Shown from left are Superintendent of the Quaboag Regional School District Steven Duff, District Representative Tim Josti, Committee Chair of 
Troop 118 Gerry Gorham, Eagle Scout Jacob Plante, West Brookfield Troop 118 Scoutmaster Chuck Atkins and Worcester Troop 22 Scoutmaster 
Rick Howarth.

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The East Brookfield 
Bandstand Committee is 
once again bringing live 
music to Connie Mack 
Field this summer with free 
Thursday evening concerts 
celebrating local talent, 
classic rock, and commu-
nity traditions. Organized 
entirely by volunteers, the 
committee relies on spon-
sorships, food sales and 
donations to make the an-
nual series possible.

This year’s lineup fea-
tures a variety of musical 
styles, including classic 
rock tribute band Brook-
field Rhythm (July 30), 
Beatles tribute 4Ever 
Fab (Aug. 6), the rotat-
ing ensemble ‘Dentity 
Crisis (Aug. 13) and the 
Brookfield-based rock trio 
Moonlight Saints closing 
the season on Aug. 20. 
Highlights include ‘Den-
tity Crisis’s special perfor-
mance celebrating the 45th 

anniversary of The Rolling 
Stones’ rehearsals at Long 
View Farm in neighboring 
North Brookfield, as well 
as the farm’s connections 
to The J. Geils Band and 
Aerosmith..

The East Brookfield 
Summer Concert Series 
continues to provide an 
opportunity for neighbors 
and visitors alike to gather, 
enjoy live music and cele-
brate the community. All 
are welcome to attend. 

Summer concerts continue on Thursdays Vendors 
wanted for 
Flea Market 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
UCC, 36 North Main St., 
has been hosting their Flea 
Market on the town com-
mon for more than 50 years. 

This year the Flea Mar-
ket will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in 
6:30-8:30 a.m.). Sellers of 
all kinds are welcome – flea 
folk, antique dealers, craft-
ers, product vendors and 
those emptying out base-
ments and attics.  

No food vendors, please. 
Spaces are available for 

$40 for a 20 x 20 grassy spot. 
Vendors must bring their 
own tables and tents. 

The church will spon-
sor a food tent with grilled 
food, cold drinks and sweet 
treats. Email to fccofwbflea-
market@gmail.com for an 
application or call Karen at 
508-801-7692.

Town Clerk lists Special 
Election information

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – Town Clerk, 
Klarissa Rose, announced 
that nomination papers 
are now available for the 
upcoming Special Town 
Election to be held on 
Sept. 1. 

These papers must be 
filed with the Board of 
Registrars, in the Town 
Clerk’s office, for certifica-
tion on or before July 28 at 

5 p.m. Final day to with-
draw as a candidate is July 
30 at 5 p.m. 

Appearing on the bal-
lot will be the following: 
Select Board member, 
two-year term.

Last day to register to 
vote before the Special 
Town Election is Friday, 
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. at the Town Clerk’s 
office at 2 East Main St.

East Brookfield library 
lists upcoming events

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The East Brookfield 
Public Library, 122 Con-
nie Mack Drive, will host 
Celebrating America 
from the Beginning: Part 
2 “World Turned Upside 
Down” on Monday, Aug. 
10 at 5:30 p.m.

Come learn about 
how the National Parks 
played key roles in the 
Revolutionary War. En-
ter for your chance to win 
a book, view a musket 
and pick up the National 
Commemorative Stamp 
and coin that tells the 
history of the National 
Parks. Refreshments from 
the Revolutionary War 
will be served.

All ages are welcomed; 
however, the program 
should hold the interest of 

people from 12 and up. 
Vincent Kordack is an 

East Brookfield resident 
with more than 38 years 
of experience as a Na-
tional Park Ranger. He 
was assigned to 16 of the 
18 National Parks that re-
volve around the Revolu-
tionary War. 

Magic show
Ed Popielarczyk will 

perform a magic show 
on Thursday, Aug. 13 at 
10:30 a.m.

All ages are welcome 
to attend, come see Ed do 
magic tricks and create his 
balloon art. 

Ed also has a flea circus 
to show you. Ed has been 
doing magic shows for 
nearly 35 years. Come to 
the library and enjoy the 
show.

Concerts on the Common 
continues on Saturdays

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – North Brook-
field Parks and Recre-
ation, in conjunction with 
North Brookfield Cultural 
Council, will be hosting 
Concerts on the Common 
this summer season.  

A Mass Cultural Coun-
cil grant is making these 
concerts possible for all 
residents to enjoy.  

Dates and bands in-
clude July 25 from 6-8 p.m. 
– Sue Lyons, an acoustical 
guitar player and vocalist; 
Aug. 15 from 6-8 p.m. – 
Stan Matthews, country 
music with some excep-

tional Johnny Cash tunes; 
and Aug. 29 from 3-5 p.m. 
– the Superchargers, a fun 
rock and roll band.   

All concerts are free. 
Food will be available for 
purchase but folks are wel-
come to bring their own.    

Feel free to bring 
chairs, blankets, bug spray 
and sunscreen – whatever 
makes you comfortable.  

The playground is right 
on the common, located 
on Grove Street in town. 
There will also be games 
for families to enjoy and 
some surprise craft tables 
during some concerts.

Sons of A.L. host scholarship 
golf tournament Aug. 8

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – Sons of the 
American Legion, Post 
244, West Brookfield is 
hosting its 21st Annual 
“Scholarship Scramble” 
Golf Tournament on Sat-
urday, Aug. 8 at Quail 
Hollow Country Club in 
Oakham. 

The 18-hole tourna-
ment will have a 8 a.m. 

shotgun start. Chicken 
dinner, raffles and prizes 
to follow at the Legion 
Post 244 in West Brook-
field.

The registration fee is 
$120 per person and must 
be received by Aug. 1. 

To register, contact 
Kevin at 774-230-3262 or 
Gary at 508-450-8643.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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$269
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/23-7/29/267/23-7/29/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 CT1 LB. BAG  ............................  

USDA INSP. CHICKEN OF THE SEA

SHRIMP SCAMPI
GARLIC & BUTTER 10 OZ .................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$199

ea

USDA INSP. BROTHER’S BAKERY

MINI DONUTS
POWDER OR CINAMMON 13 OZ ....

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS 10 LB. BAG 
$199

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 

DOMESTIC HAM ...........................

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...

lb

lb
$277

$369

$187

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALFUSDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS .............. $299
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

89¢
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE .......................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE  BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .........................

$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

$299

ea
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 

SWISS CHEESE .............................$444
lb lb

$499

EYE ROUND
WHOLE

$988
lb

BEEF STRIPLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$499
lb

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

- community -
Brookfields Lions Club elects new officers

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Brookfields 
Lions Club elected new of-
ficers at its final meeting of 
the 2025-2026 club year on 
June 18, according to im-
mediate past president Bill 
Cass.

New officers for the 
2026-2027 club year include 
Andy Caron, president; 
Bill Fullam, first vice-pres-
ident; Paul Thompson, sec-
ond vice-president; Glenn 
Waugh, treasurer; Jim Buz-
zell, secretary; Doug Mor-
rison, membership chair; 
Marc Kokansy, director; 
Bill Cass, Lions Club Inter-
national Foundation coor-
dinator; John Thompson, 
tail twister, and Philip Bri-
cault, lion tamer.

As the new Lions Club 
President, Caron will lead 
the club, preside over meet-
ings, oversee committees, 
and ensure that club activ-
ities align with Lions Inter-
national goals. He serves as 
the chief  representative of 
the club in the community 
and helps guide service proj-
ects, membership growth, 
and club operations.

First Vice-President Bill 
Fullam will serve as a cata-
lyst to annually assess club 
activities and then imple-

ment new goals in 
the next fiscal year 
as club president. 
Second Vice-Presi-
dent Paul Thomp-
son will serve as 
requested by the 
club president to 
lead specific com-
mittees or projects.

Club Treasurer 
Glenn Waugh will 
continue to serve 
as the main bookkeeper 
for the club’s financial ac-
counts; this includes the 
administration of mem-
bership dues invoicing and 
collection, making deposits 
and recording expense re-
ceipts. 

Club Secretary Jim Buz-
zell keeps the history of the 
club’s official proceedings, 
an accurate accounting of 
the club membership roster 
and assists in every com-
munication effort to mem-
bers. He also serves as the 
communications liaison be-
tween the club, the district 
and the association.

As the new club Mem-
bership Chair, Doug Mor-
rison will lead the charge 
in recruiting new members, 
orienting them into involve-
ment opportunities with the 
club and nurturing relation-

ships between es-
tablished members 
and new mem-
bers. Reach out to 
Doug if  you would 
like additional in-
formation about 
how to become a 
Lion.

Marc Kokan-
sky will serve on 
the club’s board of 
directors, helping 

guide the club’s mission, 
policies, and long-term 
planning. He works with 
the club’s officers to provide 
oversight, support service 
projects, and ensure the 
club remains a strong and 
effective force in the com-
munity.

In his new role as LCIF 
Coordinator, Bill Cass will 
promote awareness and 
support for the Lions Clubs 
International Foundation, 
encouraging member par-
ticipation and contributions 
that help fund humanitar-
ian service projects and di-
saster relief  efforts around 
the world.

John Thompson’s job as 
the “Tail Twister” is to help 
create a fun, welcoming at-
mosphere at club meetings 
by encouraging fellow-
ship, recognizing achieve-

ments, and promoting good 
humor. This role helps 
strengthen friendships and 
build club spirit.

As  the ”Lion Tamer,” 
Philip Bricault will be re-
sponsible for the care and 
presentation of the club’s 
property, including flags, 
banners, the gavel, and oth-
er meeting equipment. This 
role helps ensure meetings 
are organized, professional, 
and conducted with pride.

The mission of Lions 
Clubs International, the 
world’s largest, youngest 
and most active service or-
ganization, is to empower 
volunteers to serve their 
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage 
peace, and promote interna-
tional understanding. 

Members of the Brook-
fields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and sup-
port in the communities 
of Brookfield, East Brook-
field, North Brookfield, 
West Brookfield, and New 
Braintree.

For more information 
about the Brookfields Lions 
Club, to download a mem-
bership application, or to 
send an email to the club, 
visit their website at brook-
fieldslionsclub.org.

Andy Caron

Registration open for 
Alex Cordy memorial 
golf tournament

St. Carlo Acutis Parish, 
Brookfield/West Brook-
field/Warren, is having its 
9th Annual Alex Cordy 
Memorial Charity Golf 
Tournament at Quail Hol-
low Golf and Country 
Club, 1822 Old Turnpike 
Road, Oakham, on Satur-
day, Sept. 12. 

Registration begins at 
7:15 a.m., with a shotgun 
start at 8 a.m.

Alex Cordy was an in-
tegral part of the West 
Brookfield community for 
many years. In memory of 
his outstanding service to 
his community, his par-
ish and being a founding 
member of our Knights of 
Columbus Council 11080, 
this tournament will once 
again benefit the Youth 
Activities Fund to support 
the youth in the local com-
munity, a cause that was 

very important to Alex. 
The golf  tournament 

organizers were able to 
award two $1,000 scholar-
ships this past year from 
the proceeds of this event 
to two local high school 
seniors, as well as fund 
many other youth activi-
ties. 

Consider supporting 
this event by sponsoring 
or participating in the 
tournament individually 
or with a foursome. Tour-
nament raffle items and 
general donations to this 
event are always welcomed 
and appreciated.

Registration and spon-
sorships are now available 
for this tournament. 

To register, and for 
more information, please 
call 413-813-8100 or email 
wallyconnor122@gmail.
com. 

Family fun at St. Aloysius 
Parish BBQ on Aug. 2

HARDWICK – St. 
Aloysius Parish invites 
families from across the 
area to its Summer BBQ 
on Sunday, Aug. 2 with 
dinner served noon-1 p.m. 
at the South Barre Rod 
and Gun Club, 2626 Barre 
Road. 

The afternoon is 
planned with every age in 
mind, from grandparents 
to grandchildren.

The meal is a half  
chicken dinner served with 
baked potato, corn on the 
cob, salad and watermel-
on. Children and adults 
alike can join in the games, 
and raffles and prizes will 
run throughout the after-
noon.

Tickets are $20 each 
and are available by call-
ing the rectory at 413-477-

6493. This is a fundraiser 
to benefit the Parish Reno-
vation Funds. 

All are welcome to join 
in the fun.

About St. Aloysius Parish
St. Aloysius Parish 

serves the villages of Gil-
bertville and Wheelwright, 
from two worship sites, 
St. Aloysius Church (64 
Church St., Gilbertville) 
and St. Augustine Mission 
(98 Church Lane, Wheel-
wright). 

A parish of the Diocese 
of Worcester, it is home 
to St. Aloysius Catho-
lic School and is served 
in collaboration with St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish in 
South Barre. Learn more 
at staloysiusstaugustine.
com.

Registration open for Lions 
Club golf tournament

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Registration is 
now open for the 2026 
Brookfields Lions Club 
golf  tournament, accord-
ing to event chair, Marc 
Kokansky.

The annual event is 
taking place on Satur-
day, Aug. 22 at the Quail 
Hollow Country Club, 
1822 Old Turnpike Road, 
Oakham. The four-person 
scramble tournament be-
gins with registration at 
noon, followed by a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 
per golfer, which includes 
18 holes of golf, cart, 
skins competition, closest-
to-the-pin contests and a 
meal following the tour-
nament at Quail Hollow 
Country Club. 

Proceeds from the tour-
nament will benefit the 
Brookfields Lions Club’s 
charitable programs and 
community service proj-
ects throughout the area. 
Through fundraising 

events such as this tour-
nament, the club supports 
local organizations and 
individuals while carrying 
out the Lions’ mission of 
serving those in need.

To register a team or 
obtain additional infor-
mation, contact Kokansky 
at 508-847-9843. Registra-
tion is open now through 
Aug. 15.

About the Lions Club
As the world’s largest, 

youngest and most active 
service organization, the 
mission of Lions Clubs 
International is to em-
power volunteers to serve 
their communities, meet 
humanitarian needs, en-
courage peace, and pro-
mote international under-
standing. 

Members of the Brook-
fields Lions Club are 
dedicated to service and 
support in the communi-
ties of Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, North Brook-
field, West Brookfield, and 
New Braintree.

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Community Band has con-
tinued its longtime tradition 
of performing Sunday con-
certs on the common, both 
in Barre and at Nornay Park 
in South Barre.

This is the 53rd season 
for the band, which is led by 
Music Director Margaret 
Reidy. 

All summer concerts be-
gin at 6 p.m. In case of rain 
on any Sunday  evening, the 

concerts are moved indoors 
to the Barre Town Hall, Ex-
change Street.

The next concert will 
be held on Sunday, July 26 
on the Barre common with 
“Band Stand Favorites.” 

Other concerts include: Sun-
day, Aug. 2, Barre common, 
“Hats Off to Broadway;” 
Sunday, Aug. 9, Barre com-
mon, “Barre ‘On Parade’” 
alumni event (this concert 
starts at 5 p.m.); and Sun-
day, Aug. 16, Barre com-
mon, “Dixieland Night.”

Summer concert tradition continues
TURLEY PHOTOS BY CAMREN ROBERTSON

The Quabbin Community Band performed on the Barre common this past Sunday for “Movie Night.”

The audience enjoyed listening to music featured in movies.

Margaret Reidy directed the 
Quabbin Community Band. This 
is her fifth season as music di-
rector.
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The name Paul Rogers 
may ring a bell with some of 
my readers. Paul was a dear 
friend of mine, a mentor and 
acclaimed horticulturist who 
had amazing influence at 
Old Sturbridge Village, espe-
cially early on in my tenure.  

He operated Stonehedge 
Gardens with his wife Barb 
in Charlton and for many 
decades wrote a regular col-
umn for the Worcester Tele-
gram and Gazette. Paul also 
had a radio show, a weekly 
gardening Q&A on WTAG.  

It was with his coaxing 
that I applied for and got 
this gig as the Garden Lady 
for Turley Publications over 
20 years ago. He was very 
well known throughout 
Central Massachusetts, the 
Boston area and beyond.  

Once I was in Bath, 
Maine, and to my disbelief  
someone mentioned that 
they knew Paul Rogers when 
I was shopping in a kitchen 
store of all places. But alas, 
I digress.

Paul and I would meet 
every other week at the Vil-
lage unless he was traveling 
on some horticultural od-
yssey. Many times he and I 
would chat before we took 
our walks around campus to 
assess my beds.  

I learned all about his 
trips in great detail and he 
got to know me pretty well, 
too. He always knew when I 
was “down in the dumps.”  

During those periods, 
Paul would say, “you’ve got 
to wash the elephant.”  

At first this made little 
sense to me, but after a bit 
I understood. When you 
are not feeling like yourself, 
you have to tackle a project, 
a big, elephant-like project, 
and afterwards you will feel 
better.  

Of course, his projects 
were, and mine are, typically 
garden related.  

So this weekend I tack-
led the iris and rose bed. Or 
shall I say the iris, rose and 
violet bed?  

The violets were un-wel-
comed guests in the garden, 
as were the borers, but we 
will get to that in a minute.  

You see, I inherited this 
beautiful patch of blue-pur-
ple bearded irises when we 
moved to this house. For 
years it bloomed effortlessly. 
I divided it once a few years 
back and it was nice for 
awhile.  

But this year blooms were 
sparse and rose suckers be-
gan to show up everywhere 
within the garden. Violet 
foliage crowded out the ver-
tical spear-shaped iris leaves.  

How was I to tame this 
mess and do it in the most 

efficient way possible? My 
approach may seem uncon-
ventional, but if I didn’t do 
it this way I might still be 
outside squatting in that 
very garden.  

I took out the lawn mow-
er and adjusted the height to 
the tallest I could, six inch-
es. Then I mowed down the 
garden.  

After that I got into the 
bed with a hand trowel and 
one scoop at a time, dug up 
the bed. It was easier than 
I thought, because the iris-
es were in worse shape than 
I thought. They came up 
so easily because they were 
weakened by a bad iris borer 
infestation.  

I had never seen anything 
like it. As I unearthed the 
rhizomes I smelled the rot 
before I found my first bor-
er. To say it was gross was an 
understatement.  

Each rhizome was lift-
ed, inspected and cut back 
to healthy tissue. Two inch 
long borers were collected 
in a yogurt container for the 
chickens. They ranged in 
color from light pink to deep 
mahogany.  

To think that I’ve been 
gardening for so long and 
had never seen one before! 
The violet rhizomes were 
also dug up and discarded, 
as were the unwanted rose 
runners and suckers.  

Thinning out the apothe-
cary rose will certainly help 
to dissuade powdery mildew 
from taking hold next year. 
This year it’s pretty bad. 

Meanwhile, the irises 
were moved to a holding 
bed, also known as the veg-
etable garden, while I solar-
ize the area they came from 
to kill off any violet seeds. I 
hope. They are notorious at 
self seeding.  

I realize I took this proj-
ect on a bit later in the sea-
son than I should have; my 
irises may not bloom next 
year, but it was then or nev-
er. 

So now you have my 
“washing the elephant” sto-
ry. And you know a little 
more about an amazing man 
who I miss so much and 
think of often, especially 
when I am in the garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

 Dear Rusty: 
In a previous column, 

you wrote about people who 
filed for Social Security late 
in life. 

I am currently incarcer-
ated and will be filing for 
Social Security in the fall 
of 2029. I will be 74 years 
old in the first week of Jan-
uary 2029. Unless I read it 
wrong, could I be eligible 
to collect the previous six 
months? 

If this is so, how would 
that work? Would I get that 
all at once or incrementally? 
According to the chart we 
once got in the mail, I should 
be collecting the maximum 
amount. I’ve worked all of 
my life and never collect-
ed Social Security before. 
Also, my ex-wife remarried 
and has since passed away. 
Do I qualify for part of her 
Social Security?  

Signed, “D” in Danbury 
 
Dear “D” in Danbury: 

I’m afraid you cannot 
receive Social Security 
benefits while you are in-
carcerated, even if  you are 
eligible for them prior to 
your release. 

Thus, you cannot get 
retroactive Social Securi-
ty benefits for any period 
you were still incarcerat-
ed. For clarity, although 
most who apply at a later 
age (e.g., in their 70s) do 
have the option to claim 
retroactive benefits, you 
cannot get any SS benefits 
for any month you were 
still incarcerated. Further, 
you will not get credit for 
delaying your application 
for SS benefits while you 
are incarcerated (you won’t 
earn Delayed Retirement 
Credits during your incar-
ceration).  

Assuming (from what 
you shared) that you expect 
to be released from incar-
ceration in the fall of 2029, 
you can apply for your SS 
benefits to start upon your 

release. Be aware, however, 
that it usually takes sever-
al months for your appli-
cation for SS benefits to 
be processed and you can 
specify the month you wish 
your benefits start. 

Your benefit amount 
will be based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 highest earning 
years over your lifetime. 
But you cannot get retro-
active SS benefits for time 
prior to your release from 
incarceration. Since So-
cial Security does not pay 
benefits for partial months, 
you can file for your SS 
benefits to start effective 
with the month following 
the month in which your 
incarceration ends. Be sure 
you have your official pris-
on release documentation 
(parole or discharge pa-
pers) in hand when you ap-
ply for your Social Security 
benefits. 

FYI, some correctional 
facilities have a “Prerelease 
Agreement” with Social 
Security, which may enable 
you to file for your SS ben-
efits three to four months 
prior to your release from 
incarceration. Be sure to 
check with your facility to 
see if  they have such an 
agreement with Social Se-
curity and, if  so, use it to 
apply for your benefits in 
advance of your release. 
This will facilitate your 
SS benefits starting more 
quickly upon your release. 

You did not ask about 
healthcare coverage, but 
since you will be eligible 
for Social Security, you 
will also be eligible for 
Medicare upon your re-

lease. When you apply for 
your Social Security ben-
efits, you can also apply 
for Medicare Part B (cov-
erage for outpatient medi-
cal services), the premium 
for which will be deducted 
from your Social Security 
payment. FYI, Medicare 
Part A (coverage for inpa-
tient hospitalization ser-
vices) is free and automatic 
because you are also eligi-
ble for Social Security.   

Finally, regarding sur-
vivor benefits from your 
ex-wife, you can only get a 
surviving ex-spouse bene-
fit if  you were married for 
more than 10 years and 
your own SS retirement 
amount is less than your 
ex-wife was receiving at her 
death. In other words, you 
can only get one SS bene-
fit either your own or your 
deceased ex-wife’s amount, 
whichever is higher.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.             

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I’m being released from 
incarceration. What are my 
Social Security options?

Washing the elephant

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,  24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com *Be sure to indicate “Summer Event”  in the subject line of your email.

        Send Us 
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FREE Calendar Listings 
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in the Pioneer Valley!!
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, July 25th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle
EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO
7:30-9pm

Upcoming
Saturday, September 12th

7pm-11pm

Pure Country

BAND TOGETHER
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Your Mother was one of many entertaining bands who performed during the annual Band Together for Mental Health event.  

visit from Gilbert the Party 
Pig. 

Band Together for Men-
tal Health welcomed back 
its car show with over 20 
cars entered at Spencer 
Fairgrounds. The car show 
helped contribute funds to 
support Tyler’s Heart. 

Tyler’s Heart and its 
annual fundraising event 
is done in tribute to Tyler 
Kubert and his sister Grace 
Boos. Throughout the year, 
Tyler’s Heart sends out 
guided big life journals to 
a few schools in the region 
and recently partnered up 
with the Hospital for Behav-

ioral Medicine in Worcester. 
The hospital had an in-

formation booth set up 
during this year’s Band To-
gether for Mental Health 
event. Tyler’s Heart supply 
the hospital with journals as 
well. 

Every year, Tyler’s Heart 
funds a $2,000 scholarship, 
which is awarded to a high 
school graduate in the lo-
cal area. The organization 
reaches out to local schools 
in towns including Ware, 
Sturbridge, Spencer and the 
Brookfields. Students apply 
by responding to an essay 
question. 

This year’s essay question 
was, “If  you had the power 

to change one mental health 
policy at the local level, 
what would it be and why.” 

This year’s scholarship 
was awarded to Lillian 
Spahn, a graduate of David 
Prouty High School who 
will be attending the Uni-
versity of Saint Joseph to 
study both psychology and 
business management. 

Other ways Tyler’s Heart 
help support mental health 
and spread kindness are 
making research guides list-
ing help services, help with 
memorial gifts, peer-to-peer 
grief  support and monthly 
online grief  support. 

Tyler’s Heart has done an 
amazing job building rela-
tionships and helping oth-
er nonprofit organizations. 
This year’s Band Together 
for Mental Health featured 
over 30 vendors, six food 
trucks, and over half  a doz-
en bands who are part of 
the entertainment during 
the fundraiser. 

Secret Sage is one of the 
bands that have been per-
forming for Band Together 
for Mental Health every 
year. Other repeated per-
formers include Molly-Jane 

Gain, Headsmack, Strange 
Alliance, Your Mother and 
Crossing Kelley. 

Lukas Dodge along-
side his grandmother Jamie 
Dodge sang the National 
Anthem together. 

Kubert said the spon-
sors for the event have been 
amazing and the organiza-
tion had many donors for 
the raffles; around 50 raffle 
prizes in total. Tyler’s Heart 
also hosted a 50/50 raffle in 
addition to merchandise. 

A new addition to Tyler’s 
Heart was the Hearts of 
Hope, a heart-shaped sign 
with little spaces to store 
notes of hope. The notes 
were donated to the Hospi-
tal for Behavioral Medicine. 

Notes are also put in 
journals that Tyler’s Heart 
donates. 

Tyler’s Heart is looking 
to expand its team of vol-
unteers. If  you’re interest-
ed in joining and helping 
out, or want to learn more 
about Tyler’s Heart, reach 
out at hello@tylersheart.org 
or visit tylersheart.org. Ty-
ler’s Heart can be followed 
on Facebook and on Insta-
gram: KubesHeart. 

Hearts of Hope is a new addition to Tyler’s Heart where people can 
leave notes of hope for those who need them. 

Tyler’s Heart is a nonprofit organization that brings awareness to 
mental health and continuing acts of kindness. The organization was 
formed in dedication to Tyler Kubert and Grace Boos. Snow Globe Tumblers could be purchased at the Spencer Fairgrounds 

during the 6th Annual Band Together for Mental Health.

of artwork over the decades.
“They tell a story about 

her life,” he said of her 
paintings.

Collins has honed his 
craft with the guidance of 
his mentor, Roc Goudreau, 
one of the founding mem-
bers of Workshop13 in 
Ware and he has also taken 
virtual classes with painter 
Victor Wang. Both of these 
teachers have taught him 
different techniques with oil 
painting, which Collins has 
put to use to create stunning 
portraits of the things that 
inspire him. 

These subjects are pri-
marily people, pets and 
prized possessions.

For many people, their 
prized possession is their 
car, which is the primary 
focus of Collins’ exhibition 
at Rapscallion Pub this 
month. A car enthusiast and 
Porsche owner, Collins is 
frequently commissioned to 
capture someone’s favorite 
set of wheels and preserve 
its memory.

One of his paintings fea-
tures both his and his broth-
er’s cars, and he has been 
asked to create a similar 
one of a father and son. For 
many car enthusiasts, the 
love of horsepower started 
with their father.

“My dad got me into 
cars,” Collins said. 

Keeping with the car 
theme, Collins has produced 
five oil paintings of famous 
movie cars, which he will 
give away through a free 
drawing at the end of the 
exhibition for anyone who 
can correctly identify all of 
the movies. 

If  you can name all five 
movies, your name will be 
entered into the drawing, 
and the winner will get to 
take home one of the paint-
ings – giving them a chance 
to own a piece of custom 

artwork, and celebrate our 
love of cars shown through 
cinematic history. Entry 
forms are available at Rap-
scallion Pub throughout 
July. 

Following this exhibi-
tion, Rapscallion Pub will 
feature the artwork of Col-
lins’ mother starting in Au-
gust. 

Collins is also collaborat-
ing with other artists to cre-
ate a larger than life “Lady 
Liberty” puppet that will 
be featured by Workshop13 
in the town of Ware’s U.S. 
250th celebration parade 
on Saturday, Aug. 1 starting 
at 11 a.m. from Grenville 
Park, 73 Church St., Ware. 
The parade route will con-
tinue down Church Street to 
Main Street, then travel left 
onto West Street.

Collins is working on 
sculpting the intricate de-
tails of the puppet’s head 
using foam.

Supporting Collins at last 
week’s reception was metal 
artist Brian McQuillan who 
has worked with Collins on 
collaborative pieces, includ-
ing the sculpture of an elf  
girl that was part of the Art 
in the Orchard event at Park 
Hill Orchard in Easthamp-
ton last year. The two are 
also working with five other 
sculptors to create a memo-
rial piece for the late Dave 
Rothstein, who passed away 
late last year. 

“We’re just finishing it,” 
Collins said of the sculpture.

The sculpture features 
Rothstein in a hollowed-out 
pumpkin, which he is pad-
dling using a snow shovel. 
He is accompanied by his 
beloved cat, Boomer. 

Collins and McQuil-
lan said Rothstein briefly 
held the Guinness Book 
of World Records for the 
longest pumpkin paddle, 
which he completed on the 
Connecticut River. Roth-
stein was well-known for his 

ice sculptures, which is why 
they made his paddle a snow 
shovel.

Just three days prior to 
his death, Rothstein was 
preparing to create a room 
at the famous Ice Hotel in 
Sweden. His fellow artist 
friends created the room 
dedicated to his memory, 
called “A Parliament of 

Owls”, which Rothstein had 
designed.

The sculpture will be dis-
played at this year’s Art in 
the Orchard event, which 
will open on Saturday, Aug. 
15 and run through Thanks-
giving weekend.

About the show
People are welcome to 

view Collins’ artwork at 
Rapscallion Pub during 
open hours, Tuesday 
through Thursday from 4-9 
p.m., Friday and Saturday 
from noon-10 p.m. and Sun-
day from noon-8 p.m. 

Rapscallion Pub is set 
inside a refurbished 1800s 
barn and offers craft beers, 

original cocktails, a full 
wine menu and home-
cooked comfort food. There 
is indoor and outdoor seat-
ing available.

For more information 
about Collins and his art-
work, visit www.collinsart-
studios.com.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
John Collins creates portraits of cars, as well as people and animals. 

Many of John Collins’ paintings are commissioned by car owners.

COLLINS FROM PAGE 1
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Sturbridge Rotary Club honors youth at annual dinner

STURBRIDGE – The 
Sturbridge Rotary Club 
hosted its annual Student 
Recognition Dinner on July 
15, at the Publick House 
Historic Inn, bringing to-
gether students, educators, 
Rotarians and local leaders 
for an evening recognizing 
exceptional youth achieve-
ment and service. 

The event took place in 
Paige Hall during the Club’s 
regular meeting, combining 
tradition with celebration.

Club President Tim Gre-
senz opened the meeting and 
invited Past President Klaus 
Hachfeld to lead the group 
in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and Rotary’s Four-Way 
Test. Special guests included 
Rotary District 7910 Gover-
nor Penny Hamel, and En-
glish Teacher and Interact 
Advisor Amy Willard.

A highlight of the eve-
ning was the presentation 
by Past-President Klaus 
Hachfeld of Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards to Ste-
phen Giaquinto, Norah 
Hanrahan, Vivian Jaeger, 
Tamas Jiang, Kaitlyn Ken-
ney, Avery Lanier, Hannah 
Whittier and Matilda St. 
Clair.

RYLA is a signature pro-
gram of Rotary Interna-
tional that brings together 
young people for a multi-

day leadership development 
experience that helps partic-
ipants build confidence, de-
velop communication and 
problem-solving skills, and 
discover the power of Ser-
vice Above Self. 

This year, the Sturbridge 
Rotary Club awarded 
RYLA scholarships to eight 
local students selected to 
join over 200 Massachusetts 
high school sophomores at 
the RYLA Conference, held 
at Fitchburg State Universi-
ty in June. Recipients were 
selected based on demon-
strated leadership potential, 
strong citizenship, and a 
compelling desire to bene-
fit from the experience, all 
qualities confirmed through 
a competitive interview pro-
cess.

The Club also celebrat-
ed the transition of leader-
ship in the Interact Club at 
Tantasqua, Rotary’s youth 
service organization. Out-
going officers - Emmett De-
atte, president; Ethan Zhu, 
vice president; Evie Spencer, 
treasurer; Mairaed Fair-
brother, secretary and Julie 
Anne Petersen, publicist 
- were on hand to formally 
pass the torch to the incom-
ing board. 

The new slate of offi-
cers, all rising seniors, in-
cludes Madeline Guertin, 

president; Sophia Bocchic-
cio, vice-president; Lily 
Duga, treasurer; Eliza Jae-
ger, secretary and Bralynn 
Fenneuff, publicist. Dis-
trict 7910 Governor Penny 
Hamel officiated the swear-
ing-in ceremony, followed 
by the presentation of offi-
cer pins and gavel.

The Rotary Club of 
Sturbridge sponsors the In-
teract Club at Tantasqua, 
where students collaborate 
with Rotarians on fundrais-
ers, community events and 
hands-on service projects. 

Interact is Rotary Inter-
national’s service club for 
young people ages 12-18 
who want to take action, de-
velop leadership skills, and 
make a difference in their 
school and community. In-
teract members plan and 
carry out at least two service 
projects each year – one that 
serves their local communi-
ty and one that promotes in-
ternational understanding.

The centerpiece of the 
evening was the awarding of 
eight scholarships totaling 
$8,000 presented by Club 
President Tim Gresenz. Sev-
en scholarships were given 
through Sturbridge Rotary 
Club Fundraising efforts, 
and an additional scholar-
ship was awarded in memo-
ry of late Rotarian Dr. Otto 

Prohaska, from his family. 
This year’s scholarship re-
cipients are:

Willow Anderson of East 
Brookfield, is the daughter 
of Eric and Ellen Ander-
son. Willow will be attend-
ing The College of the Holy 
Cross, Worcester, where she 
will be studying language in 
the hopes of someday work-
ing as a government inter-
preter.

Emmett Deatte of War-
ren, is the son of William 
and Jennifer Deatte. Em-
mett served as president 
of the 2025-2026 Interact 
Club of Tantasqua, and 
vice-president of his class. 
He was also a member of 
the National Honor Society 
and the TRHS tennis team. 
He will be attending North-
eastern University, Boston, 
where he will be studying 
politics, philosophy and 
economics.

Logan Oko of Fiskdale, is 
the son of Jennifer and Matt 
Oko. He attended RYLA in 
his sophomore year and was 
a founding member of Tan-
tasqua Interact. Logan will 
be attending the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst 

where he will be studying 
biomedical engineering.

Julie Anne Petersen of 
Brimfield, is the daughter 
of Laurie Krusas and Bill 
Petersen. Julie Anne attend-
ed RYLA in her sophomore 
year, was a founding mem-
ber of Tantasqua Interact, 
and served as publicist in 
her senior year. She will be 
attending the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, 
where she will be studying 
Political Science.

Evelyn Spencer of Stur-
bridge, is the daughter of 
David and Jessica Spencer. 
Evelyn served as treasurer 
of the 2025-2026 Interact 
Club of Tantasqua, and 
was valedictorian of her 
class. She attended RYLA 
in her sophomore year, was 
a member of SAVE Prom-
ise, and was varsity captain 
of the TRHS volleyball 
team. She will be attending 
Mt. Holyoke College, South 
Hadley, where she will be 
studying biochemistry.

Payton Thompson of 
Sturbridge, is the son of 
Meghan Looney and Dan-
iel Thompson. Payton will 
be attending Western New 
England University, Spring-
field, where he will be study-
ing electrical engineering.

Alex Wilson of Stur-
bridge, is the son of Dan-
ielle and Mark Wilson. 
He attended RYLA in his 
sophomore year and was a 
founding member of Tan-
tasqua Interact. Alex will 
be attending the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
where he will be studying 
biomedical engineering.

Ethan Zhu of Fiskdale, 
is the son of Alice Kao and 
Weining Zhu. Ethan served 
as vice-president of the 
2025-2026 Interact Club of 
Tantasqua, and president of 
the National Honor Soci-
ety. He was a finalist in the 
Massachusetts State swim-
ming competition, a Cen-
tral Mass. Boys Swimming 

MVP, and nine-times school 
record holder in swimming. 
He will be attending Wesley-
an University, Middletown, 
Connecticut, where he will 
be studying Molecular Biol-
ogy and Biochemistry.

A Community Appre-
ciation Award was also 
presented to Tantasqua 
Regional High School En-
glish Teacher Amy Willard. 
Amy was recognized for her 
consistent administrative 
guidance and support of the 
Interact Club of Tantasqua.

Newly elected Rotary 
District 7910 Governor Pen-
ny Hamel offered her reflec-
tions on the values of Ro-
tary and the importance of 
fostering youth leadership. 
The meeting concluded with 
the traditional Rotary toast 
by President Gresenz: “To 
Sturbridge USA, Stour-
bridge UK, and Rotary In-
ternational. Hear-hear!”

About the Sturbridge 
Rotary Club

The Rotary Club of Stur-
bridge, chartered in 1972, 
is a vibrant service organi-
zation serving the commu-
nities of Sturbridge, Charl-
ton, Brimfield, Holland and 
Wales. Members gather in 
person of the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month at 
6 p.m. at the Public House 
Historic Inn, in Sturbridge. 

The club invests in local 
youth by sponsoring the In-
teract Club at Tantasqua, 
funding student attendance 
at the Rotary Youth Leader-
ship conference, and award-
ing annual scholarships to 
Tantasqua Regional High 
School students. 

Beyond youth leader-
ship development, the club 
addresses local needs such 
as hunger relief, organizes 
popular community events, 
like the Charity Golf Clas-
sic and TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, and contrib-
utes to global efforts includ-
ing polio eradication.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Sturbridge Rotary Club President Tim Gresenz (left) with 2026 scholarship recipients. Front row: Willow 
Andersen, Evelyn Spencer, and Julie Anne Peterson. Back row: Emmett Deatte, Logan Oko, Ethan Zhu and 
Alex Wilson. Missing from photo: Payton Thompson.

District 7910 Governor Penny Hamel (left) and Tantasqua Interact advisor Amy Willard (right) with 2026-2027 Tantasqua Regional High School 
Interact officers (front row) Maddie Guertin, president; Eliza Jaeger, secretary, and Bralynn Fenneuf, public relations, and 2025-2026 TRHS Interact 
officers (back row) Emmett Deates, president; Ethan Zhu, vice-president, Mairead Fairbrother; Evelyn Spencer, treasurer, and Julie Anne Petersen, 
public relations.

Immediate Past President Klaus Hachfeld with 2026 Rotary Youth Leadership Award recipients Avery Lanier, 
Matilda St. Clair and Tamas Jiang. Missing from photo: Stephen Giaquinto, Noah Hanrahan, Vivian Jaeger 
and Hannah Whittier.

skilled craftsmanship.
“If I could figure it out, 

I would make it,” Caldwell 
said.

His common wood proj-
ects consist of crafting cas-
es, boxes, toolboxes, jewelry 
boxes, wood bowls, small 
tables with drawers, chests, 
shelves and keepsake box-
es. Many woodcraft items 
Caldwell makes are with a 
lathe and many are made 
and are kept as heirlooms.

Many of Caldwell’s piec-
es have been given away to 
people who have a need. For 
example, he has made items 
given to people who have 
lost a loved one. 

This hobby of Caldwell’s 
gave him the opportunity to 
give away items that could 
be useful for people who 
want to store their cherished 
belongings. 

Caldwell was involved in 
contracting for many years 
and began designing cabi-
nets and working on interior 
woodwork. As time passed, 
Caldwell began to explore 
other woodworking pro-
cesses, including inlay work. 
This form of woodworking 
is a decorative and detailed 
process where pieces of con-

trasting material are set into 
shallow, recessed pockets 
carved into wood. 

Caldwell is also inter-
ested in trying marquetry, 
a woodworking technique 
in which images are made 
by cutting and assembling 
different pieces of veneer. 
Caldwell says there are 
woodworkers in Italy that 

specialize in marquetry. 
Caldwell is also a vol-

unteer at Old Sturbridge 
Village, where he works as 
a tinsmith and as a book-
binder. During his time at 
the historic village, Caldwell 
applied his woodworking 
skills by designing a wood-
en guitar case for one of the 

Village musicians. 
Since high school, Cald-

well has also been involved 
in restoring vintage auto-
mobiles. He works on vin-
tage vehicles at Parker’s 
Packards. 

The most unique vehicle 
he ever worked on was a 
Derham Body car from 1934 

that was owned by the Van-
derbilt Family. The car was 
a high school graduation 
gift to the grandson of Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt. Caldwell 
got to work on restoring the 
body work of the car, which 
had a rare body style. 

Out of all his skilled 
work, Caldwell finds wood-
working to be his most com-
forting. 

“I’m comfortable doing 
it,” Caldwell said. 

 Caldwell recently fin-
ished an 1830s period 
bookcase, which is all held 
together by dovetail joints. 
Without the use of glue or 
nails, which were expensive 
back in the 1830s, wood-
workers would craft these 
wooden joints to hold the 
entire case together. 

Examples of Cald-
well’s work can be found 
at nbtownhouse.com/fea-
tured-artists. 

CALDWELL
 FROM PAGE 1

This box made by James Caldwell featured an intricate inlay. UBMITTED PHOTOS
Shown is one of James Caldwell’s wood turned bowls.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

NORTH OXFORD— 
Had a few key moments 
swung their way, the Stur-
bridge 12U Little League 
All-Star baseball team 
might have rolled through 
the round robin portion of 
the District 5 Major Divi-
sion round robin with an 
undefeated record. 

However, Sturbridge ad-
vanced into the single‑elim-
ination bracket as the No. 8 
seed with a 1-2 mark.

Their only win in round 
robin play was a 4-3 walk 
off  victory against Westbor-

ough at Town Barn Field, 
which is hosting the annu-
al Connie Mack Baseball 
Tournament this week. 

Sturbridge lost a pair of 
3-1 games to Auburn and 
Shrewsbury, who wound 
up winning the District 5 
championship game.

“There were a couple 
of very good teams in our 
pool,” said Sturbridge 12U 
All-Star manager Sarah 
Ryan. “We lost both of our 
pool games in the sixth in-
ning.” 

The players listed on the 
2026 Sturbridge 12U All-
Star roster are Davin Ken-
ton, Carter Bucenec, Hunt-

er Ryan, Jayce Ryan, Chris 
Davidson, Aiden Peterson, 
Andrew Choquet, Cam 
Thomas, Kade Scheffler, 
Rory Muenzberg, and Ryan 
Schwerin.

The two assistant coach-
es are Marissa Brunell, and 
Cole Scheffler.  

Sturbridge, who gave up 
the third fewest runs of the 
twelve teams in pool play, 
upset top-seeded Algon-
quin, 4-2, in a quarterfinal 
game held at Casey Field in 
Northborough on July 13.

“The quarterfinal game 
was a very exciting win for 
us,” said Sarah Ryan, who 
has been a little league 

baseball coach for the past 
five years. “We had our ace 
pitcher on the mound, and 
I think they underestimated 
us a little bit.”

Hunter Ryan, who’s 
a right-hander, allowed 
two runs on just three hits 
against Algonquin. He 
racked up 11 strikeouts and 
issued only one walk.      

Keaton, who was Stur-
bridge’s leadoff hitter, went 
2-for-2 against Algonquin. 
Davidson went 1-for-2 and 
drove home two runs.

Two days after their up-
set victory against Algon-
quin, the Sturbridge players 
made a shorter trip to Stan-

ley Johnson Field in North 
Oxford where they battled 
fourth-seeded Millbury in 
the semifinals.

It was another very close 
game from start to finish, 
but Sturbridge’s dreams of 
playing in the Little League 
World Series in Williams-
port Pennsylvania came to 
an end following a 4-3 loss.

“We had the bases load-
ed several times and we 
failed to take the lead,” 
Sarah Ryan said. “It’s an-
other frustrating loss, but 
these boys have had a lot of 
success on the baseball dia-
mond. We didn’t make any 
errors and I’m very proud 

of them.”
Sturbridge won the pre-

game coin toss and were the 
home team in the semifinal 
game.

Millbury, who went 2-1 
in pool play, took a 2-0 lead 
in the top of the first inning. 

Cam Curran, who was 
Millbury’s starting pitcher 
against Sturbridge, contrib-
uted with an RBI single up 
the middle into center field. 
Biaggio Cesaitis followed 
with a sacrifice fly.

Sturbridge put together a 
rally in the bottom half  of 

Sturbridge advances in 12U Little League playoffs

St. Joe’s suffers 
late-season loss

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE— In 
what might’ve been a pre-
view of a Tri‑Country 
League playoff matchup, 
Teddy Bear Pools and 
Spas broke open the final 
meeting of the regular sea-
son against St. Joseph’s by 
scoring nine runs across 
the fifth and sixth innings, 
rolling to an 11–1 victory 
at St. Joe’s Field in Thorn-
dike, last Friday night.

“We split with St. Joe’s 
during the regular sea-
son, and we’ll probably 
be seeing them again in 
the playoffs,” said Teddy 
Bear Pools player/manag-
er Ryan Magni. “The first 
three innings of tonight’s 
game was almost like a 
playoff game. Then we 
were able to break it open 
against their relief  pitch-
ers.

Even though Friday’s 
make‑up game was played 
at St. Joe’s Field, Teddy 
Bear Pools served as the 
home team because their 
own field was unavailable. 
The game ended with two 
outs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning due to the ten-
run mercy rule.

Teddy Bear Pools en-
tered the final week of the 
regular season sitting in 
third place in the league 
standings with a 13-5-1 re-
cord one point behind sec-
ond place St. Joseph’s. The 
Saints had a 14-4 overall 
record.

Peoples Bank (15-3-1), 
who are looking to capture 
the league championship 
title for the 13th consecu-
tive season, was sitting in 
first place.

Teddy Bear Pools could 
move into second place 
with a win against Bank-
ESB on Thursday night 
and if  St. Joe’s losses their 
final two regular season 
games. 

The Saints had the op-
portunity to move into first 
place if  they defeated the 
DOC Spartans on Mon-
day and Peoples Bank on 
Wednesday.  

The top two finishers in 
the league standings earn a 
first round bye and the first 
place team will get home 
field advantage through-
out the playoffs, which are 
all best of three series.   

Teddy Bear Pools 
righthander Matt Dro-
biak, who graduated 
from South Hadley High 
School, was the winning 
pitcher in last Friday’s 
game. He went the dis-
tance, allowing one run on 
just one base hit with three 
walks and two strikeouts.

“My defense made the 
plays behind me in to-
night’s game,” said Dro-
biak. “This is a big win for 
us, and it feels great. We’re 
hoping to play them again 
in the playoffs.”

Teddy Bear Pools took 
a 1-0 lead against St. Joe’s 
with two outs in the bot-

PeoplesBank defeats Teddy Bear Pools

Mutiny finishes up first dual league season
LUDLOW – Earlier this 

month, the New England 
Mutiny, which features soc-
cer players from all over 
the region as well as some 
players from out of state, 
finished up their season, un-
fortunately failing to reach 
any postseason play despite 

playing in two leagues this 
season. The Mutiny par-
ticipated in both the USL 
as well as the UWS, near-
ly doubling its number of 
games this season. The Mu-
tiny hope to have better luck 
next season with the added 
schedule.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Laci Lewis fights to keep possession.Sadie Mathis winds up for a long shot.

Addyson Earl hustles after the loose ball.

T r i n i t y 
Clark drib-
bles toward 
the goal.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Darien Rosado is safe as he slides home.

Robert Ninotti fires a throw 
across the diamond.

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Thursday night at Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham, Jake 
Jachym pitched Peoples-
Bank to a 7-5 win over Ted-
dy Bear Pools. The Bank-
ers got a save from Johnny 

Gegetskas to secure the 
win. The Bankers lead the 
Tri-County League with a 
15-3-1 record and 31 points. 
The regular season is about 
to wrap up with the playoffs 
beginning shortly after.

Mason Barcomb pitches for Teddy Bear Pools. Alex Gochinski cleanly fields a grounder.

Jake Jachym 
sends a pitch 

home.

See STURBRIDGE LL   
PAGE 8

See ST JOE’S   PAGE 8
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the opening frame.
Keaton leadoff with a 

hard ground ball single 
into center field and Bu-
cenec, who was the starting 
pitcher, drew a walk. It set 
the stage for Hunter Ryan’s 
RBI single into right field 
cutting the deficit in half.

Sturbridge wound up 
leaving the bases loaded.

They also loaded the 
bases again in the second 
inning, but the score didn’t 

change on the left field 
scoreboard.

The duo of Curran 
and Cesaitis had RBI sin-
gles with one out in the 
third inning, which gave 
Millbury a 4-1 lead. That 
inning ended with a nifty 
6-2-3 double play.

Hunter Ryan, who 
started at shortstop, had a 
total of six assists against 
Millbury.

With one out in the 
bottom of the fifth inning, 
Schwerin was safe at first 
base following a bunt hit. 

He crossed the plate on a 
wild pitch.

Petersen, who walked 
leading off  the sixth in-
ning, also scored on a wild 
pitch making the score 4-3.

Scheffler also walked 
with two outs, but the next 
batter hit a ground ball to 
the pitcher ending Stur-
bridge’s run in the District 
5 All-Star Tournament.

Millbury and Sturbridge 
were scheduled to face each 
other again during pool 
play in the Connie Mack 
Tournament.

STURBRIDGE LL
 FROM PAGE 7

tom of the third inning.
Magni, who started in 

centerfield, drew a lead-
off walk. Then St. Joe’s 
lefthander Jackson Hayes 
retired the next two bat-
ters before catcher Michael 
Toth hit a flyball which the 
centerfielder lost in the twi-
light. Toth, who graduated 
from Granby High School, 
wound up at second base 
with a double and Magni 
scored on the play.

St. Joe’s tied the score in 
the fourth inning.

Designated hitter Mark 
Jodoin singled leading off  
the frame before stealing 
second. He scored the tying 

run when right fielder Ryan 
O’Leary hit a sacrifice fly.

Drobiak then retired 
seven of the final eight bat-
ters that he faced.

“We just didn’t hit the 
ball very well in tonight’s 
game,” said St. Joe’s man-
ager Paul Marcinek. “You 
can’t beat many teams by 
scoring only one run.”

Prior to the start of the 
bottom of the fourth in-
ning, righty Jack Feltovic 
replaced Hayes on the 
mound.

Teddy Bear Pools re-
took the lead with two outs 
in that inning when desig-
nated hitter Bailey Griggs 
hit a ground ball single up 
the middle into centerfield 
scoring shortstop Ray Toth 

(walk).
Teddy Bear Pools 

scored three more runs in 
the fifth inning. Two of 
the runs crossed the break 
on RBI singles from Ray 
Toth and right fielder Sean 
Rosemond. The other run 
scored following a throw-
ing error by the catcher.

Holding a 5-1 lead, Ted-
dy Bear Pools scored six 
more runs in the sixth.

Left fielder Josh Frome-
ta and Magni knocked 
home a pair of runs with 
RBI singles, while second 
baseman Ramon Jomenez 
added a run scoring 
ground rule double to cen-
ter. Griggs also drew a bas-
es loaded walk during that 
frame. 

ST. JOE’S
 FROM PAGE 7

GILBERT
 FROM PAGE 1

strong nose to find the cup 
with treats inside. 

The Gilbert and Friends 
program also required some 
audience participation. 

A group of kids lied 
down on their stomachs 
and formed a bridge. Dot 
searched for her treats from 
one end of the child bridge 
to the other side. 

The kids got a good 
laugh as Dot completed the 
trick. 

There is a total of six pigs 
that make up this delightful 
pig family. 

“What’s one more,” 
Burns said. 

The other pigs are Sprin-
kle, Buddy and Blaze. Many 
of these pigs have been with 
the Burns family since they 
were piglets. 

Gilbert the Party Pig all 
began with one rescued pig, 
now their purpose is to ed-
ucate, inspire, and change 
the way people see these be-
loved animals. 

The program brings not 
only fun, but education and 

awareness. Folks experience 
these pigs up close and learn 
about proper handling tech-
niques, the senses and be-
havior of the pigs, and over-
all build connections with 
these incredible animals. 

Right now, the founders 
of Gilbert the Party Pig are 
working on a fundraiser to 
build a sanctuary for res-
cued pigs. This sanctuary 

will help give pigs a safe 
and permanent home and 
to continue the efforts of 
educating and inspiring the 
communities the pigs get to 
visit. 

This visit from Gilbert 
and his piggy friends were 
inspiring for both the pigs 
and the guests at the East 
Brookfield Public Library. 
For more information about 
Gilbert the Party Pig and 
these wonderful animals, 
visit www.gilbertthepar-
typig.com. 

The East Brookfield 
Public Library, 122 Connie 
Mack Drive is celebrating 
America from the very be-
ginning. On Monday, Aug. 
10 at 5:30 p.m., the library is 
hosting “World Turned Up-
side Down.” 

On Thursday, Aug. 13 at 
10:30 a.m. will be the day 
for a magic show with magi-
cian Ed Popielarczyk. 

For more information, 
visit eastbrookfieldlibrary.
org. 

NAME: Liam McGrath
SCHOOL: Quaboag

McGrath has been repre-
senting Quaboag Regional on 
Monson Legion Post 241 base-
ball all summer.

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, contact 
Managing Sports Editor Greg-
ory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com.

Dot performed her cup trick at the East Brookfield Public Library.

Meadow said hello to her friends with a party hat on. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Michelle Burns arrived with Gilbert and his piggy friends and shared 
some fun facts during the program. 

The kids formed a bridge so Dot can do her bridge trick. 

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Listen to
  5. Presents
 10. A type of guitar
 14. Actor Idris
 15. A citizen of Iran
 16. Pretentiously artistic
 17. Harness
 18. Diamond weight 

measurement
 19. “Better Call __”
 20. Fervent support
 22. Male cat
 23. Jewish spiritual leader
 24. Disposed to venture or 

take risks
 27. A way to nail
 30. Cool!
 31. Women’s __ movement
 32. “Losing My Religion” 

rockers
 35. Step-shaped recess
 37. A princess can detect it
 38. Tractor-trailer
 39. Leslie and Leon are two

 40. Color at the end of the 
spectrum

 41. Lines where fabrics are 
sewn

 42. Dodgers great Hershiser
 43. Floor covering
 44. Traveled aimlessly
 45. Rocker Stewart
 46. Body art
 47. Congressman (abbr.)
 48. No seats available
 49. Breaks apart
 52. Hand gesture
 55. Ballplayer’s tool
 56. Sword
 60. Baseball team
 61. Upper bract of floret of 

grass
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Mars crater
 65. Tube on a shoelace
 66. U. of Miami mascot
 67. South American nation
 68. Video game series “Max 

__”

 69. Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. German courtesy title
  2. Ancient Greek 

personification of mercy
  3. Jewish calendar month
  4. Family of long-legged frogs
  5. Photo
  6. Delivered a speech
  7. Lute used in Indian music
  8. Decorated
  9. Cease to stand
 10. The bottom layer
 11. Member of a Semitic 

people
 12. Part of a ticket
 13. Defunct monetary unit
 21. Challenges
 23. Body part
 25. Tell on
 26. By way of
 27. Shady green alcove
 28. Egyptian city
 29. __ and flowed

 32. Widens a hole
 33. Eurasian wheat
 34. Act incorrectly
 36. “Be back later”
 37. Al Bundy’s wife
 38. Ocean
 40. Large root eaten as a 

vegetable
 41. Units of subjective 

loudness
 43. Music genre
 44. A way to drench
 46. Popular hot beverage
 47. Silk-like cotton fabric
 49. Rumanian city
 50. Come back
 51. Vaccine developer
 52. Canadian law enforcers
 53. Wings
 54. Observational comedian Bill
 57. Small fry
 58. __ Clapton, musician
 59. Take a chance
 61. Semi-liquid food for babies
 62. Consumed food

During the week of July 
5-12, the East Brookfield 
Police Department re-
sponded to 137 building/
property checks, 96 directed 
area patrols, 14 radar as-
signments, seven traffic con-
trols, eight emergency 911 
calls, three citizen assists, 
three assist other agencies, 
three missing person calls, 
two complaints, one harass-
ment, two safety hazards, 
one investigation, one mo-
tor vehicle investigation, 
one property damage, one 
vandalism, one motor vehi-
cle accident, three animal 
calls and 22 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Sunday, July 5
1:48 p.m. Harassment, 

Harrington Street, Report 
Taken

Monday, July 6
9:17 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Route 49, Services 
Rendered

11:54 a.m. Missing Per-
son, Pleasant Street, Re-
port Taken

1:31 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack 
Drive, Services Rendered

4:52 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Podunk Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Tuesday, July 7
9:14 a.m. Missing Per-

son, Connie Mack Drive, 
Report Taken

11:25 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Connie Mack Drive, 
Report Taken

11:55 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Podunk Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency

2:05 p.m. 911 Utility 
Issues, Prospect Street, Re-

ferred to Other Agency
Wednesday, July 8

8:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, East Main Street, 
Vehicle Towed

1:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:31 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Connie Mack 
Drive, Services Rendered

4:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:12 p.m. Disturbance, 
East Main Street, Spoken 
To

10:14 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Spencer, Officer 
Handled

11:17 p.m. 911 Vandal-
ism, East Main Street, Of-
ficer Handled

11:36 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:47 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

Thursday, July 9
12:10 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, Route 49, Cita-
tion Issued

12:32 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

12:46 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

4:28 p.m. 911 Fire/
Alarm, Adams Road, 
False Alarm

6:20 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Drake Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

9:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Friday, July 10
12:23 a.m. Investiga-

tion, East Main Street, 

Negative Contact
5:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation Issued

1:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

2:51 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

3:19 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, East Main 
Street, Spoken To

Saturday, July 11
11:58 a.m. Complaint, 

Harrington Lane, Services 
Rendered

12:39 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Investigation, Connie 
Mack Drive, Officer Han-
dled

8:22 p.m. Missing Per-
son, Connie Mack Drive, 
Services Rendered

8:32 p.m. Property 
Damage, East Main Street, 
Services Rendered

8:57 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, South Pond 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

11:23 p.m. Complaint, 
East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, July 12
9:32 a.m. Traffic Con-

trol, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

4:30 p.m. Suspicious 
Activity, Gleason Avenue, 
Services Rendered

5:53 p.m. Disturbance, 
Connie Mack Drive, Peace 
Restored

East Brookfield Police LogNew Braintree Police Log
During the week of July 

13-20, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 16 building/
property checks, 19 direct-
ed/area patrols, two radar 
assignments, three traffic 
controls, four emergency 911 
calls, two citizen assists, two 
assist other agencies, one 
safety hazard, two animal 
calls and three motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, July 13
5:16 p.m. Welfare Check, 

Tucker Road, Services Ren-
dered

Tuesday, July 14
1:12 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Worcester Road, Officer 
Handled

3:40 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Wine Road, Ar-
rest(s) Made

Wednesday, July 15
7:30 a.m. 911 Medi-

cal Emergency, Hardwick 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

Thursday, July 16
2:33 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Gilbertville Road, 
Officer Handled

Friday, July 17
4:46 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Barre Cut Off Road, Spo-
ken To

5:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

Saturday, July 18
6:26 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, No Action 
Required

Sunday, July 19
7:16 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

3:04 p.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Hardwick Road, Pa-
tient Refusal

Monday, July 20
6:46 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

autumnautumn
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Department of Conservation and Recreation 
presents ‘Discovering The Other Lost Valley’
’By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BARRE – The Barre 
Historical Society in part-
nership with Maria Beit-
er-Tucker, the interpretive 
services director at the De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation gave a pre-
sentation titled “Discover-
ing the Other Lost Valley,” 
which revolved around the 
Ware River Watershed, and 
the towns impacted by its 
creation. 

The event was held at the 
Barre Town Hall. 

Tucker started the pre-
sentation by talking about 
the Ware River Watershed, 
saying there are eight towns 
in it, and 41% of it is man-
aged by the DCR. She said a 
lot of  the acquired areas for 
the watershed were in Barre, 
Oakham, Rutland and Hub-
bardston. Tucker talked 
about the history of some 
of the particular parts of 
town taken for the creation 
of the watershed, including 
West Rutland, Coldbrook 
Springs in Oakham and 
White Valley in Barre.

West Rutland
Starting with West Rut-

land, Tucker said it was a 
place with a lot of textile 
factories owned by William 
Stearns. She said they would 
burn on occasion, and be 
rebuilt and sometimes re-
named. 

She said the village also 
featured housing for fac-
tory workers, stores and a 
school. She said there was 

a dairy farm in the village 
also owned by Stearns, and 
it was later operated by his 
wife and son. 

Tucker said the Mass 
Central Railway went right 
through West Rutland, and 
there were depots around 
town for the transport of 
goods and people. She said 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
runs the same path as the 
old railway, and some of the 
directional markers are still 
visible.

Tucker also talked about 
the Rutland Prison Camps, 
which were opened in 1903, 
and had an area of over 900 
acres.

She said the camps were 
controversial in town, but 
they were only used for low 
risk offenders, and they 
would work their sentences 
at the camps. She said it was 
very minimally guarded, 
and there was only one doc-
umented escape.

She said there were a lot 
of  buildings on the site, in-
cluding places for eggs and 
dairy to be farmed. She said 
one of the only remaining 
structures, the root cellar, 
was used for growing pota-
toes. 

Tucker said one of the 
buildings on site was a tu-
berculosis hospital that had 
about a 50% survival rate, 
which was typical for the 
time. She said 59 prison-
ers died at the hospital and 
were buried on the grounds.

Coldbrook Springs
Moving on to Coldbrook 

Springs, Tucker said that 
area was known for its nat-

ural springs, and it drew a 
lot of visitors for their per-
ceived medicinal purposes. 
She said one of the build-
ings was the Coldbrook Ho-
tel, which was fairly popular 
for the time, but the overall 
village was small with only 
35 houses.

She said the town gained 
notoriety for a tragedy in 
1901, when Lizzie Nar-
amore killed her six children 
and attempted to kill her-
self, as she was in an abusive 
relationship with her hus-
band. 

She said that Naramore 
was given the choice to send 
her five kids to foster care, 
and have herself  and her 
baby sent to a home.

She said the funeral was 
held at the Coldbrook Bap-
tist Church where the local 
pastor Charles Talmage 
gave a sermon putting much 
of the blame for this strat-
egy on the community and 
Naramore’s husband. 

Tucker said there was no 
headstone for Naramore 
until 100 years later when 
the Barre Historical Society 
put one up.

Tucker said the church 
was sold and moved to 
Greenfield, and used by 
many different denomina-
tions while it was there, but 
the city sold it back to Barre, 
where it is now in possession 
of the Stone Cow Brewery. 

Another notable person 
from the area, Tucker said, 
was Jacob Riis, a photojour-
nalist who photographed 
poverty, who bought a farm 

See LOST   PAGE 12

Kid’s Corner workshop to be held July 25
WARE – The next 

Kids’ Corner workshop at 
Ware Grange will be called 
“Birds” and will take place 
on Saturday, July 25 at 10 
a.m. at the Grange Hall at 
297 Belchertown Road.

Kids’ Corner work-

shops are led by preschool 
teacher, Jen McNally, and 
teach children about na-
ture and the environment 
through stories, songs 
and fun activities. This 
workshop will explore the 
world of birds and their 

life cycles. 
Children will learn 

about many different 
birds, their songs, and 
their habitats. Visit Ware 
Grange on Facebook or at 
waregrange.org for more 
information.  
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- public notices -
Legal Advertisement

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
ADA Sidewalk Ramp 
Improvement Project

The Town of Brookfield in-
vites sealed Bids for the ADA 
Sidewalk Ramp Improvement 
Project.  The project includes re-
moval of 30 bituminous concrete 
sidewalk ramps, installation of 
30 cement concrete sidewalk 
ramps and granite curb, traffic 
control, and associated work.  
This project is being adminis-
tered by the town of Brookfield 
and the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission 
(CMRPC) and funded by the MA 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities, FY22/23 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program. The Engineer’s 
opinion of probable construction 
costs for the Base Bid plus Alter-
nate is $195,000.

Bid Forms and Contract Doc-
uments will be available July 
23, 2026 at www.biddocs.com 
(may be viewed electronically 
and downloaded at no cost) or 
hard copies may be purchased 
online at www.biddocs.com or at 
Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433 Main 
Street, Hudson, MA  01749 (978-
568-1167).

Bids shall be accompanied by 
a bid deposit in the amount of 
five (5%) of the greatest possible 
bid amount, 

All bids for this project are 
subject to the provisions and 
minimum wage rates required by 
M.G.L. c.30, §39M as amend-
ed, and M.G.L. c.149, §§26 to 
27H, inclusive, or by the fed-
eral Davis-Bacon wage rates, 
whichever hourly rate is higher. 
The project is subject to HUD’s 
Section 3 policy, under which, to 
the greatest extent possible, af-
firmative steps shall be taken to 
ensure training and employment 
for lower income workers and 
project area residents and award 
of subcontracts to HUD-defined 
Section 3 businesses. Bidders on 
the work shall also make a good 

faith effort to achieve the goals of 
the Federal Minority and Wom-
en’s Business Enterprise (MBE/
WBE) policy regarding utiliza-
tion of MBEs and WBEs in or-
der to be deemed a responsible 
bidder.  This project is subject 
to Build America, Buy America 
(BABA) Act requirements.

Bids may be changed or with-
drawn prior to the bid opening, 
but not within the sixty (60) days 
subsequent to the bid opening, 
by submission of such a change 
in writing in a sealed envelope, 
identifying the submitting party 
and indicating that it contains a 
correction of the bid for the ADA 
Sidewalk Ramp Improvement 
Project, Brookfield, MA.

The lowest qualified responsi-
ble bidder shall be awarded the 
contract subject to availability of 
funds under the Massachusetts 
FY22/23 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program. The 
Town of Brookfield, the Award-
ing and Contracting Authority, 
may cancel this Invitation for Bid 
(IFB), in whole or in part, at any 
time that such an act is deemed 
in its best interest, reserves the 
right to waive any informality in 
the bidding or to reject any and 
all bids in total or in part as may 
be deemed to serve the best in-
terest of the Town, and will not 
be responsible for any costs in-
curred by a bidder in preparing 
and submitting a bid in response 
to this IFB.

Questions regarding the bid 
specifications should be directed 
in writing to Bill Storti at Weston 
& Sampson, at stortiw@wseinc.
com. Contract documents may be 
viewed at the CMRPC, 1 Mercan-
tile Street, Suite 520, Worcester, 
MA 01608, or Weston & Samp-
son, 712 Brook Street, Suite 103, 
Rocky Hill, CT, 06067.

Bids must be received at 
the office of the Town Ad-
ministrator, 6 Central Street, 
Brookfield, MA 01506 no later 
than 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 
August 13, 2026.  Bids will be 

opened and read aloud at that 
time.
07/24/2026

CHILD FIND
QUABOAG REGIONAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Individuals with Disabil-

ities Education Act (IDEA) and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, require districts to 
annually attempt to identify and 
locate every qualified (individual 
with a disability) attending the 
Quaboag Regional School Dis-
trict.  If you suspect your child 
or a child in your care may have 
a disability or physical or men-
tal impairment and is in need of 
an evaluation, please contact the 
Director of Student Support Ser-
vices at 413-420-1994. 
07/24/2026

INVITATION TO SUBMIT 
PROPOSAL

The Town of West Brookfield, 
Massachusetts, will receive 

sealed proposals for: 
Route 9 Reconstruction, 

Phase III: 
From Pierce Road to The State 

Highway at Cutler Road
Contract #612779-2

The Town of West Brookfield, 
acting through its Department of 
Public Works, is requesting pro-
posals from MassDOT pre-qual-
ified individuals and firms for 
the design, and engineering 
consulting services for Route 9 
Reconstruction, Phase III: From 
Pierce Road to the State High-
way at Culter Road. The con-
sultant will work with the Town 
and the community to develop a 
project design that is advanced 
into construction ready docu-
ments. The consultant will de-
sign, prepare construction plans, 
specifications, construction cost 
estimates, prepare and obtain 
all required permits and approv-
als as necessary, and provide 
bidding and construction phase 
services for the project in ac-
cordance with all MassDOT and 

FHWA requirements. The goal is 
to have the project constructed 
with funding through the Central 
Massachusetts MPO’s Trans-
portation Improvement Program 
(TIP). 

The Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) may be obtained from 
West Brookfield Highway De-
partment (agarwood-hampp@
wbrookfield.com), 15 Front St., 
West Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
during normal working hours 
from Tuesday, July 15, 2026 until 
the expiration of the time for the 
filing of the proposals.

Sealed, Responses to the RFQ 
will be received by the office of 
the Highway Department, 15 
Front St., West Brookfield, MA 
01585, until 10:00 A.M. Local 
Time on Monday, August 24, 
2026. Proposals delivered after 
the appointed time and date will 
not be considered.  

The proposer agrees that this 
proposal shall be good and may 
not be withdrawn for a period 
of ninety (90) calendar days af-
ter the proposal deadline.  The 
Contractor must comply with all 
applicable federal, state and local 
law and regulations. Five (5) hard 
copies of the RFQ proposal and 
one (1) electronic copy of said 
proposal on a USB flash drive 
shall be submitted in a sealed en-
velope marked “RFQ - Contract 
# 612779-2 Route 9, Phase III 
Reconstruction”. 

The Town reserves the right to 
cancel any request for qualifica-
tions, and to reject in whole or in 
part any and all proposals, when 
it is deemed in the best interests 
of the Town to do so.

Theresa A. Cofske, MCPPO
Town of West Brookfield, 

Town Administrator 
07/17, 07/24/2026

INVITATION TO BID
SCHOOL STREET 

SIDEWALK 
IMPROVEMENTS

NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
MASSACHUSETTS

The Town of North Brookfield, 
the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids from Contractors for 
the School Street Sidewalk Im-
provements, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts, in accordance 
with the documents prepared by 
Berkshire Design Group.

The Project consists of: Re-
moval and replacement of ap-
proximately 185 linear feet of 
concrete sidewalk, construction 
of a modular block wall, concrete 
stairs, precast pavers, pavement 
milling and paving, and associat-
ed seeding and planting.

The bidding and award of this 
Contract will be under the provi-
sions of M.G.L. Chapter 30, Sec-
tion 39M. Bidders ARE required 
to be pre-qualified by MassDOT.

Each Bid shall be submitted in 
accordance with the Instructions 
to Bidders and be accompanied 
by a Bid Deposit in the amount 
of five percent (5%) of the Total 
Bid Price.

The Successful Bidder must 
furnish a fifty percent (50%) Pay-
ment Bond with a surety compa-
ny acceptable to the Owner, the 
Town of North Brookfield.

The successful bidder shall 
furnish a Performance Bond and 
a Labor and Materials Payment 
Bond, each in the amount of 
100% of the Contract Amount.

This project is subject to the 
prevailing wage requirements 
of M.G.L. c. 149, § 26-27. The 
Contractor and all subcontrac-
tors shall comply with prevail-
ing wage requirements. Payroll 
records must be kept by the suc-
cessful bidder for all persons em-
ployed on the project. A separate 
Statement of Compliance must 
be submitted to the Division of 
Occupational Safety by every 
employer, including all prime 
contractors and subcontractors, 
when its portion of the work is 
completed. 

THIS PROJECT IS BE-
ING ELECTRONICALLY 
BID AND HARD COPY BIDS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

Please review the instructions 
in the bid documents on how to 
register as an electronic bidder. 
The bids are to be prepared and 
submitted at www.biddocs.com.

An OPTIONAL pre-bid site 
visit is scheduled at 10:00 AM 
on Wednesday, July 29, 2026, 
at School Street located near 17 
School Street, North Brookfield, 
MA.  
07/24/2026

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

Notice of Public Hearing
Pursuant to Massachusetts 

General Laws, Chapter 30A, 18-
25, as amended by Chapter 28 of 
the Acts of 2009, The Wetlands 
Protection Act, the West Brook-
field Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
WEDNESDAY August 5, 2026 
at 6:00 pm in the first floor meet-
ing room, West Brookfield Town 
Hall, 2 East Main Street.

6:00 – Public Hearing:	
RDA – 50 Ware Point Road – 
Benson – Septic system replace-
ment

NOI – 207 Shoreline Drive- 
Dold- Demo and new construc-
tion

NOI – 225 Long Hill Road – 
Ranellone - Driveway

NOI – 153 Wickaboag Valley 
Road – East Quabbin Land Trust 
– Repair Farm Road and culverts 
with bridge

NOI – 380 West Main Street 
– Continued - Raymaakers Con-
struction – Staging area 

NOI – Wickaboag Pond – 
Board of Health – Weed Treat-
ment 
07/24/2026

grow back, and the wildlife 
to continue utilizing nature. 
He also said there will be 
considerations in the gates 
to allow smaller animals 
through. 

The Bohler representa-
tive said this is a passive 

project, so there are no water 
or lighting needs, since there 
will not be employees there. 
He said any runoff water 
will be caught in swales that 
are 30 feet by 100 feet.  

He said the project lies on 
the watershed, and the water 
north of it will flow toward 
the ponds, and the rest will 

flow toward Oakham Road. 
The representative said 

the infrastructure is going 
to be outside of the drinking 
water area, but one section 
of rays will be in the water-
shed area, but they are made 
of metal, wood and glass, 
and he said studies show it 
is safe to be used in the wa-

tershed. He said they have 
been working with the water 
department, and there is the 
possibility of having third 
party inspectors for erosion 
control. He said the project 
is still awaiting conservation 
commission approval. 

There was also a battery 
expert present at the meet-
ing who said the BESS sys-
tems are made from lithium 
ion, and there are three sep-
arate containers for them. 
He said they have under-
gone fire testing, where they 
are set on fire to see if  it can 
be contained. 

He said the containers 
are equipped with a man-
agement system that detects 

temperatures and gases, and 
sends notifications to au-
thorities such as the fire or 
water departments. 

The battery expert said 
the BESS containers are de-
signed so the batteries are 
isolated from each other, 
and one fire cannot spark a 
separate battery, and if  there 
is a fire, it will put itself  out. 

According to Peter Orsi, 
who is a Selectman and has 
worked with the Fire De-
partment, there is a halon 
type chemical that suppress-
es fire and is non-toxic to 
humans in the batteries. 

There were also some dis-
cussions on conditions, such 
as Water Superintendent Ja-

mie Flamand requesting the 
Water Department be put 
on the list of authorities to 
notify if  there is a problem 
so they can do testing. An-
other condition mentioned 
was to ensure yearly up-
dates from whomever owns 
the property in the future, 
as Diezemann said they sell 
about 80% of their projects. 

Flamand also said this 
area is the town’s only water 
supply, and if  the worst case 
scenario were to happen, 
the town would be without 
water.

The board continued the 
public hearing to Aug. 19, 
where they plan to present 
orders of conditions. 

N BROOKFIELD
 FROM PAGE 1

Apply Today!

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with 
personalized and local advertising solutions.

Ad Sales Consultants

NOW 
HIRING

A Sales Career That Helps 
Our Community Thrive

Join our team!  Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our 
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills.  Basic computer skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred  but we will train the right candidate. 

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Turley Publications

Offering a competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

PRAYERS 
ANSWERED

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for your inter-
cession and prayers answered. In gratitude 
publication promised. BLC

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham 
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122
 to set up an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE
Everything from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and brush 
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully 
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE 
All phases of tree care. 

Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE 
DACHSHUNDS. BLACK/TAN PUPPIES 
READY MID AUGUST.  VET CHECKED 
FIRST VACCINATION. WELL SOCIAL-
IZED. APPROXIMATELY 12 LBS WHEN 
FULL GROWN.  413-596-8190

RUSSELL PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT; 8+ hours 
weekly. Strong public service skills and 
solid computer literacy required. Detailed 
description at russellmapubliclibrary.
com, and on our Facebook and Instagram 
pages. Send resume to RPL,  PO Box 
438,  Russell MA 01071 or email 
rpldirector162@gmail.com

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour 
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us
 or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us

Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026 .
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
PART-TIME CHIEF OF POLICE. 

 $37,500 - $50,000 yearly salary
based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job description 
are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us 
or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026.  

Town of Huntington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Buying? 
Selling?

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SALES TAX HOLIDAY!!!!
AUGUST 8 & 9
PRE BUY BEST PRICES!!!!

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25TH

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

It’s Wave Season – 
Book Your 2027 Cruises

Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699
March 1 ...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...............from $2499
May 23 ....7-Night Bermuda Cruise ....................from $1799

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

153 HAYNES HILL RD., BRIMFIELD
OPEN HOUSE - 
Sunday, July 26th 1-3pm
Fully remodeled late 1800’s Country 
Farmhouse Colonial with scenic 
views on 1.5 acres in a desirable 
Brimfield location. 2654 sf.  4 
bedrooms 2.5 baths. There is also 
a walk-up 3rd floor that has been finished and heated for additional 
living area. All new plumbing & high efficient propane boiler. This home 
has tons of character. Outside there’s a chicken coop & an old barn that 
needs some work but room to park 5 cars/tractors, etc.. The west facing 
windows offer views of the rolling hillside & gorgeous sunsets. Brand 
new 4 bedroom septic to be installed prior to closing. $579,900Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Welcome home to this open-concept 
2-bedroom, 2.5-bath townhouse. First-floor 

living is possible. The second floor features a 
loft, a bedroom, laundry, and a full bath. 

Includes a spacious basement and an attached 
1-car garage. Shown by appointment only.

Townhouse
Condo 

$317,000

1 Ains Manor Road, Palmer, MA

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - NORTH BROOKFIELD
Country roads... take me home! Situated well off the 
road on 4 private acres, this beautifully renovated 
Colonial offers the perfect blend of privacy, modern 
updates, and everyday convenience. With 4 bedrooms, 
2 full baths, and over 2,500 sq ft of updated living 
space, you’ll love the gorgeous new kitchen with 
granite counter-tops, a center island & SS appliances, formal dining room, and expansive 
cathedral-ceiling living room, filled with natural light. A rare floor plan that includes 2 oversized 
primary suites, offering exceptional flexibility for today’s lifestyle. Renovated throughout in 2025, 
this home is truly move-in ready. Complete with new deck, attached 2-car garage under, paved 
driveway, and a beautiful, wooded setting. Enjoy country living with everyday convenience, just 
minutes from the town center, schools, shopping, and area amenities. Listed at $629,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

and died in Barre. She said 
he has a headstone outside 
of the Riverside Cemetery. 

There is also a gravesite 
for Quock Walker, who is 
well known as someone who 
helped the state outlaw slav-
ery. 

White Valley
Tucker said the area of 

Barre known as White Val-
ley was originally called 
Smithville Mills, named af-
ter the founder of mills in 
the area, John Smith. She 
said Smith ran the mills 
until he committed suicide, 

then his sons took over until 
one of them also committed 
suicide.

One of the buildings in 
the village was a weave mill, 
Tucker said, which is now 
used as a water resource fa-
cility. 

Why the watershed exists
Tucker said the project 

to make reservoirs and get 
water into Boston and its 
metro area started in 1872, 
when there was a fire that 
took 65 acres of the city, 
mostly because they did not 
have enough water to put it 
out. 

She said the projects to 
get water into the city start-

ed at the Sudbury River 
before they created the Wa-
chusett Reservoir around 
Clinton and West Boyl-
ston, which at the time was 
the largest reservoir in the 
world. 

Tucker said the Massa-
chusetts Board of Health 
said the Wachusett Reser-
voir wasn’t enough, so the 
state settled on the Swift 
River.  She said the state 
decided that the factories 
and populations were small 
enough to move forward. 

In 1922, the official pro-
posal to build the Quabbin 
aqueduct was written, and 
the Ware River Act passed 

in 1926, allowing for a tun-
nel connecting the Wachu-
sett Reservoir to the Ware 
River.

She said 21,000 acres 
were purchased in the Ware 
River Watershed, 100 struc-
tures were removed and 350 
people were displaced. She 
said there were 13 deaths 
in the construction of the 
aqueduct, many stemming 
from one explosion.

The DCR regulates ac-
tivities in the Ware River 
Watershed, and their public 
access plans can be found at 
https://www.mass.gov/loca-
tions/ware-river-watershed. 

Obituary Policy
Quaboag Current

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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