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Upcoming events you won’t 
want to miss
July 20: Lost Towns Brewing Beer Garden
July 25:  BBQ, Beer, and a Band
Aug. 3:  Lost Towns Brewing Beer Garden
Aug. 22:  BBQ, Beer, and a Band

More info: FarmerMatt.com/events 
(508) 980-7085 Join us at the farm

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
For the 15th year, the Wick-
aboag Sportsmen’s Club held 
its annual Fifth Grade Essay 
Contest at West Brookfield El-
ementary School.

On June 13, club members 
visited the school and an-
nounced the winners of the 
contest, while also recognizing 
the participation of all of the 
students.

“You’ve all worked hard on 
your essays,” club member MJ 
Haesche said.

Haesche was joined by club 
members Denise Martinelli 
and Paul Lapenas, as well as 
her two prized hunting dogs, 
Roly a 13-year-old American 
Brittany and 7-year-old Oke-
fenokee or “Okee,” a French 
Brittany (Epagneul Breton).

Haesche explained the pro-
cess of selecting the winning 
essays to the students, and how 

each submission gets reads 
multiple times by different peo-
ple.

In this year’s contest the 
class was instructed to demon-
strate the basics of expository 
writing using the Wood Duck 
as the subject. 

The contest began in Janu-
ary, with a presentation by Ed-
ward J. Snyder, a well-known, 
western Massachusetts artist 
and wildlife enthusiast who has 
been instrumental in rebuilding 
Wood Duck habitat and the 
resurgence of their numbers 
throughout the northeast. 

After the topic had been 
enthusiastically introduced, 
the class began their personal 
research and drafts to achieve 
their final results. In addition 
to being read and ranked by 
volunteers of the Sportsmen’s 
Club, the essays become a 
graded part of the students’ 
portfolios that is part of their 
academic record.

Sportsmen’s club awards essay contest winners

MJ Haesche of the Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club presented fifth grader Zoe Hebert with her first place prize for her entry in the club’s 
15th Annual Fifth Grade Essay Contest.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTESee ESSAY   I   PAGE 6

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turely.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Local talent took to the stage 
to kick off the East Brookfield 
Summer Concert Series at Con-
nie Mack Field last Thursday.

This program is supported 
in part by a grant from the East 
Brookfield Cultural Council. 
This local agency is supported 
by the state agency, the Mass 
Cultural Council. 

The first concert was all 
about local talent as residents 

Local talent shines at 
Connie Mack Field

See TALENT   I   PAGE 8

Woodlong Ave performing under the gazebo at Connie Mack Field.  TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN 
DRAGO

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Business owners Rebecca Fay 
and Joy Hinton have been 
neighbors for almost two years, 
ever since Hinton opened The 
Joy of Beans adjacent to Fay’s 
West Brookfield Art & Frame 
on East Main Street.

Since Hinton opened her 
artisan coffee shop, she’s of-

fered special hours to coincide 
with Fay’s monthly artist’s re-
ceptions at the gallery, which 
feature a number of the area’s 
creative individuals and their 
work.

“The people from the shows 
love when you’re open,” Fay 
said to Hinton. 

Now, the two are partner-
ing again to bring a block par-
ty-style event complete with 

Tunes, Java Brews & Artist Views

Local businesses partner to host summer block party

West Brookfield business owners Rebec-
ca Fay of West Brookfield Art & Frame 
and Joy Hinton of The Joy of Beans are 
teaming up to host “Tunes, Java Brews, & 
Artist Views” on Friday, July 27 from 7-10 
p.m. TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

 By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Many say hay is for horses, but 
for one North Brookfield farm-
er, haying is forever. 

Ralph Buzzell of North 

Brookfield will be turning 89 
in the month of September and 
has reached an incredible mile-
stone; farming and haying for 
about 80 years. Ralph is the son 
of John and Hazel Buzzell and 
the brother of Russ, Jack, Lar-
ry and Janice. 

The Buzzell family is well 

known in the town of North 
Brookfield and took up the life 
of farming and living off the 
land that had been their home 
for decades. According to the 
Buzzell family, John, also known 
as “Pappy,” was a farmer before 
the family moved to town. 

North Brookfield farmer continues haying after 80 years

See FARMER   I   PAGE 12

See BLOCK PARTY I PAGE 5
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 7/18/24-7/24/24

$299

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS 

$249
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$222
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HARD SALAMI ...................... $599

lb

lb99¢

$699
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
SWEET BBQ MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS ..........

SLICED IN OUR DELI
PEPPER JACK CHEESE ........

lb
USDA INSP. 

GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

EMPANADAS CHICKEN or BEEF $399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$899
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL .............................

$527

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$349
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS BEEF

STRIPLOIN
$799

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KABOBS WITH VEGGIES
CHICKEN...                BEEF... lb

$799

$899
lb

BEEF SHORT RIB
FLANKEN CUT

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

CUT
FREE

lb
$549

lb

By Richard Murphy 
Correspondent

The book, “Grass-Fed Beef for a 
Post-Pandemic World: How Regenerative 
Grazing Can Restore Soils and Stabilize the 
Climate” by local authors, Ridge Shinn and 
Lynne Pledger, is a well-documented tome 
about problems on the American farmland 
and what to do about it.

There is much that the authors promise in 
championing a revolution, or maybe a resto-
ration of ranching to a more human scale. 
Degraded farmland can be restored, and in 
doing that, it can be protected against both 
droughts and floods. Biodiversity can be in-
creased.

Even climate change can be countered by 
the reduction in emissions and the sequestra-
tion of carbon. 

Also, regional development would be en-
hanced.

It is a tall order. Can it happen? Maybe, 
but just because something is manifestly a 
good idea does not mean it will automatical-
ly occur.

So, the question becomes, will it?
There is a demand for “grass-fed” beef. 

The authors document it in the chapter; Re-
gional Resilience. 

On page 19, they list the large operations 
that are responding to the demand for grass-
fed from Tyson and Cargill to well-known 
branded operations such as Niman Ranch. 
In the prior page there is a side bar highlight-
ing the dramatic increases in sales.

It’s all good?
There is a difference between convention-

al grazing and the regenerative grazing that is 
part of the title. Letting cows out on the grass 
as in continuous or conventional grazing, 
means the cattle are in the pasture to graze 
on their own. This can lead to overgrazing 
and compacting of soil, and other problems 
such as rain water run off. 

Regenerative grazing in the hands of a 
skilled grazier is, well, regenerative. Environ-
mental benefits include improvements in soil 
fertility, water retention, better biodiversity 
above and below the soil line, stored carbon 
and less greenhouse gases.

If one is not just letting the cows out to 
roam on their own, there has to be a system.

There is and it is outlined on page 45:
“In the regenerative modes, the grazier…

moves the cattle throughout a rotation of 
paddocks, taking care that a grazed pad-
dock fully regrows before the cattle return. 
This regrowth, stimulated by the previous 
grazing period is not ‘rest’; during the period 
when the bovines are grazing elsewhere, the 
microbes and other organisms in the soil—
though unseen—are multiplying and very ac-
tively participating in their respective tasks. 

Nutrients are transported, carbon is stored, 
roots grow long, and pasture plants grow tall 
again. The grazier moves the cattle at a pace 
that allows them to eat only the tops of the 
plants so that each paddock can successfully 
regrow. That means short grazing periods fol-
lowed by longer regeneration periods—much 
longer in a dry climate. The grazier also ad-
justs animal numbers to match available for-
age. This method ensures that the cattle get 
optimal nutrition and the pasture flourishes 
both above and below ground.”

The authors provide evidence that the 
method works for the health of the cattle 
and the soil and addresses the question of 
hay elsewhere.

The question thus becomes why isn’t it 
more widely adopted?

It does have its practioners, but is not the 
dominant practice in our country, or the 
world.

There are many reasons why regenerative 
grazing has not become the dominant. Shinn 
and Pledger do go over them, but as this is a 

review, it cannot be too detailed. 
Still, we can look at a few.
One huge reason that keeps the status quo 

in place is subsidies. Importantly, corn, be-
cause of subsidies is made cheap and thus 
corn-fed beef outcompetes regeneratively 
raised cattle on price. even if  it does not com-
pete in taste.

It is noted on page 21 that most of the 
433,000 beef cattle born in the Northeast 
each year are purchased to be fed in West-
ern feedlots despite the burgeoning interest 
in grass-fed here.

Though the cows are shipped west, cattle 
are pouring into the U.S. from Argentina, 
Australia, New Zealand and Uruguay.

Oddly enough on June 13, the website 
DNYUZ featured an article with the title, 
“Montana Has More Cows Than People. 
Why Are Locals Eating Beef From Brazil?” 
One might understand that Rhode Island 
imports beef, but the land of the Dutton 
Ranch from the series “Yellowstone”?

What could change all that, other than, 
say a breakdown in the supply chain?

In chapter 9 the authors have what needs 
to be done.

Certainly, ending of corn subsidies is first 
on the agenda. Restoring a country-of-origin 
labeling requirement is next. These are ob-
vious reforms, but the forces ranged against 
them are huge and well financed.

Does that mean there is no hope?
When Gary Hart, who had been George 

McGovern’s campaign manager, served in 
the senate, he was part of an investigation 
of fighter jet performance during the Kore-
an War. U.S. planes were slower than Soviet 
Migs, yet ours controlled the skies.

It turned out, our jets could go into turn-
ing or climbing faster than the enemy air-
craft.

The term used for the ability of maneu-
ver over speed was called cycling within the 
cycle.

With all that is arrayed against us by Big 
Cattle, can our Yankee graziers cycle within 
the cycle?

There are some advantages, the local pro-
ducers are close to their customers. There are 
number of farmers’ markets regionally and 
many have beef producers as vendors. 

Our weather, having adequate rain, favors 
fields cattle graze on. Regenerative bovines 
do not require imported fertilizer, as they do 
the fertilizing and are not eating corn.

In “Grass-Fed Beef for a Post-Pandemic 
World: How Regenerative Grazing Can Re-
store Soils and Stabilize the Climate” Pledger 
and Shinn have produced an exhaustive work 
in a small volume that in and of itself  is a 
manifesto.

Book Review
‘Grass-Fed Beef for a Post-Pandemic World: How Regenerative Grazing Can 
Restore Soils and Stabilize the Climate’ by Ridge Shinn and Lynne Pledger

Local authors Ridge Shinn and Lynne Pledger co-authored 
the book “Grass-Fed Beef for a Post-Pandemic World: How 
Regenerative Grazing Can Restore Soils and Stabilize the 
Climate”. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Ridge Shinn Lynne Pledger

WARE – The Chi-
copee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council has rescheduled 
its relaxed paddle on the 
Ware River to Sunday, 
July 21 at 1 p.m., meet-
ing at Grenville Park, 73 
Church St.

Bring your own pad-
dle craft to explore this 
stretch of river up and 
back. The paddle should 
be done before 4 p.m. and 
there is ample parking at 
the launch site. 

RSVP is encouraged 
by emailing chicopeewa-
tershed@gmail.com. For 
any last minute chang-
es, be sure to visit www.
c4river.org by Friday eve-
ning. 

Ware River 
paddle 
rescheduled 
to July 21

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

BROOKFIELD/STURBRIDGE – 
The Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake As-
sociation has announced that its 12th 
Annual Paddle Poker Run will take 
place rain or shine on Sunday, July 29. 

According to event chair, Bill Sea-
bourne, registration begins at 11 a.m. at 
the Quaboag (North) Pond boat ramp 
on Quaboag Street, Brookfield. The 
Paddle Poker Run begins at noon and 
concludes promptly at 4 p.m.

“Only manual powered craft (canoes, 
kayaks, paddle boards, row boats, pedal 
boats, etc.) are permitted for this event,” 
said Seabourne in a press release. “The 
entry fee is $20 per hand, but paddlers 
may play more than one hand, and 
there is no limit to the number of play-
ers or hands played per vessel.”

After signing a release form, all pad-
dlers will receive a packet of informa-
tion that includes full rules, scorecard, 
and route map. The course covers 3.5 
miles of paddling with four stops along 
the way, drawing a card at each of the 
four stops.

“Upon returning to the North Pond 
boat ramp, paddlers will draw their fifth 
card,” said Seabourne. “Then, if  they 
are dissatisfied with their hand, players 
may draw up to two additional cards at 
the cost of $5 per card.”

A $250 cash prize will be awarded 
for the winning hand, which is deter-
mined by standard poker hand rank-

ings: straight flush, 4 of a kind, full 
house, flush, straight, 3 of a kind, 2 pair, 
pair, high card, and there are no “wild 
cards.” Seabourne said a “substantial 
prize” will also be awarded to the player 
with the lowest, or worst hand.

Additional prizes have been donat-
ed by area merchants including 308 
Lakeside Restaurant, Bayberry Bowl-
ing Center, Central Package Store, The 
Clam Box, Gido’s Pizza, Howe Lumber, 
Oakholm Brewery, Spencer Auto Parts, 
and Teddy G’s Restaurant. In addition, 
every registered paddler will receive a 
“but one, get one free” ice cream cou-
pon from The Clam Box.

Winning hands will be announced as 
soon as the last registered play returns 
to the North Pond boat ramp and all 
hands are ranked, which is expected to 
be about 4:15 p.m.

Proceeds from this year’s Paddle Pok-
er Run will benefit the Quaboag Qua-
cumquasit Lake Association’s mission 
of preserving and protecting the quality 
of the two lakes (better known as North 
and South Ponds) and the surround-
ing watershed through the promotion 
of responsible, effective, environmental 
policies.

For additional information, visit the 
Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Associa-
tion website at qqla.org or email event 
chair, Bill Seabourne at billcborn@
gmail.com.

Participants line up for the start of last year’s Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association Paddle Poker Run. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

QQLA hosts 12th annual Paddle Poker Run

OAKHAM – The Sons of the 
American Legion, Post 244, West 
Brookfield is hosting its 19th An-
nual “Scholarship Scramble” Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, Aug. 10, at 
Quail Hollow Country Club. 

The tournament is 18 holes and 

has an 8 a.m. shotgun start. A chick-
en dinner will follow at the Legion 
Post in West Brookfield.

The cost is $120 per person and 
must be received by Aug. 3. For more 
information, call Kevin at 774-230-
3262.

Sons of Legion host scholarship golf tournament
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Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
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the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
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thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
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CURREN T

Editor’s Note: The following information 
was acquired over the course of my career as 
a journalist, through my work as an animal 
advocate, and through common knowledge.

By Kimberly Palmucci
sentinel@turley.com

Volunteer - There are many different ways 
one can volunteer with an animal rescue orga-
nization, and the experience is truly rewarding. 
Volunteering offers a way to personally get in-
volved with adoptable pets while eschewing 
the responsibility of pet ownership itself. 

Volunteering duties might include: walking 
dogs; cleaning; socializing cats; taking photos; 
office tasks; community outreach; fundrais-
ing; transporting animals; attending adoption 
events; and more.

Donate - Animal rescues and shelters need 
financial assistance, and monetary donations 
are a welcome way to aid the mission. Certain 
shelters and rescues don’t even have an oper-
ating budget, funded solely through donations.

Donations can assist with daily operations, 
supplies, food, veterinary care, vaccinations, 
community outreach, and much more.

And if a financial donation is not possible, 
animal organizations are also in need of many 
items, such as: food; towels; blankets and pet 
beds; crates and carriers; pet toys; collars, 
leashes, or harnesses; cat litter; and more.

Educate - By educating others about the 
importance of adopting, as well as spaying 
and neutering our pets, we lay the groundwork 
needed for actual change. However, educating 
should not be confused with arguing; creat-
ing conflict and tension over these topics may 
feel befitting at times, but we can spend our 
time more wisely by having respectful, com-
passionate conversations with people who are 
willing to listen.

Advocate - Supporting legislation that im-
proves the lives of animals is a pivotal step 
toward making change. There must be regu-
lations in place for certain actions and behav-
iors—including legal consequences - to set a 
precedent. 

Also, many municipal animal shelters 
are relying on antiquated budgets to func-
tion. Contact your representatives by calling 
or writing a letter so that you can share your 
thoughts regarding local and state bills.

Wishlists - An animal group near you may 
already have a “wish list” on its website, go 
check it out! These lists, which highlight the 
current needs and donation requests of the 
organization, can be independent or linked 
directly to a website such as “Amazon” or 
“Chewy.”

Additionally, when shopping online, con-
sider choosing one of your local animal res-
cues as your “AmazonSmile Charity” - this 
is a separate entry from the main website that 
offers consumers the same items and prices 
while also contributing a certain percentage of 
qualified purchases to a charitable group.

Spay/Neuter - Spaying and neutering our 
pets is unbelievably important. Pet overpopu-
lation can best be described as a crisis, both 
in the U.S. and around the world, and uncon-
strained cat and dog breeding creates lasting 
impacts. 

Spaying/neutering presents pet owners with 
a way to not only be part of the solution, but 
also to keep their pets healthy and safe.

Three benefits of spay/neuter include: di-
minishing the burden on animal groups; keep-
ing stray/feral pet populations in check; and 
protecting pets from health concerns.

Events - Hosting a fundraising event for 
an animal group is a unique and valuable way 
to help. You can design your own event, or 
combine efforts with an existing or upcom-
ing event, such as a birthday party, wedding, 
or school function, asking attendees to bring a 
gift or donation for the animals.

Share - Talk about your own stories of 
adoption, both on social media and in your 
day-to-day life. The more we talk about our 
stories of adoption, the more we can share the 
message that shelter pets are not less or broken 
because of their circumstance. 

They are resilient and capable of such a 
powerful love. Additionally, “sharing” can 
quite literally mean getting on social media 
and sharing posts or adoption profiles from an-
imal groups, who are constantly posting their 
needs, adoptable pets, wishlists, and more. 

When you “like,” “comment,” or “share,” 
those posts, you’re boosting engagement and 
allowing more people to see and help.

Adopt - According to various reports and 
statistics, more than 6.3 million domestic an-
imals enter into animal shelters and rescues 
across the U.S. each year. Adopting a pet is a 
tremendous decision that not only saves one 
animal, but also creates space in an already 
overburdened system for another, doubling the 
impact with every adoption.

When you adopt a pet, it’s a lifelong prom-
ise (the pet’s life, of course). This is not a de-
cision that should be made lightly; before you 
adopt, consider whether you will be able to 
provide that animal with the following basic 
needs for the pet’s entire life: love and atten-
tion; food, water, and shelter; exercise and 
medical care.

Foster - Fostering a pet entails the tempo-
rary housing of an adoptable pet in one’s home 

In the last three days I have picked 10 zuc-
chini. The seeds were sown around Me-
morial Day and I ended up with six plants 

total.  
I am thrilled that the harvest is starting to 

come it. I just wish I had air conditioning in 
my kitchen so I’d feel like baking!  

Zucchini is the brunt of many jokes due 
to its prolific nature. Some years, though, the 
harvest isn’t so great. Either borers take out 
the plants or powdery mildew slows them 
down until the inevitable comes.  

Anyhow, I’ll count my blessings this year 
and try my best to preserve and prolong the 
harvest as much as possible. If  you are bless-
ed with your own supply of zucchini or you 
have been gifted a few, read on, straight from 
the archives, as to how to make the best use 
of your bounty.

Store it
Zucchini will keep in the refrigerator for 

at least one week. Smaller squashes are more 
flavorful, and less seedy than their overgrown 
counterparts.  

Harvest when the fruits are six inches long 
or less, and still narrow. It is likely that base-
ball bat-sized squashes will develop now and 
then, especially if  you are away from the gar-
den for a few days.  

Don’t worry; they can be used in most rec-
ipes that call for zucchini, although you may 
wish to remove the largest seeds first; they 
have a tendency to get tough and chewy.  

Freeze it
Simply shred whole zucchinis, skin and 

all. Drain in a colander to remove excess liq-
uid and pack in containers or freezer bags.  

Nothing beats zucchini bread in the mid-
dle of winter. It is helpful to freeze in amounts 
compatible with your recipe; in other words 
if  you need two cups to make bread, freeze in 
two cup portions.    

If  fried veggies are a favorite treat, you 
can freeze raw, peeled zucchini sections after 
coating them with bread crumbs. 

First, prefreeze on a plate or cookie sheet, 
then, pack in freezer bags with as much air 
removed as possible. Fry up at a later date.  

I have never been very successful freezing 
blanched zucchini slices. Experiment your-
self and maybe you will have better luck.

Steam it
Who likes soggy zucchini? No one. Cut in 

slices one quarter of an inch thick and steam 
for a mere two or three minutes.  

Sprinkle with dill or lemon juice and 
thyme for a wonderful summer side dish.

Stuff it
Here is the perfect use for the aforemen-

tioned baseball bat sized quash. Making 
zucchini boats are my sister-in-law Janice’s 
favorite way to utilize the vegetable. I can al-
ways count on her to take a few biggies off  
my hands.  

With a spoon hollow out the seed cavity. 
Stuff it with a mixture of cooked rice, sauce 
and ground beef or turkey. Top with shred-
ded cheese and bake until it bubbles. Yummy!  

Put a Mexican spin on this recipe by using 
black beans, salsa and taco cheese along with 
brown rice in place of the other ingredients. 
Freeze individual portions of this dish for a 
quick dinner.

Bake with it
Zucchini bread and muffins are one thing, 

but double chocolate zucchini cake? Yes, and 

Ten ways to help adoptable pets

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Zucchini days 
of summer

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

EDITORIAL

See PETS   I   PAGE 5
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

ATTENTION ALL LOCAL 
FARMERS & GARDENERS:

If you have surplus produce this summer season, 
please consider donating it to the 
North Brookfield Senior Center 

for our Tuesday morning food distribution. 
The produce will go North Brookfield and Brookfield seniors. 

If you would like to donate, please drop off at the 
North Brookfield Senior Center, 29 Forest St., 

by 1:45 pm on Monday and/or 9:00 am on Tuesday. 
Any donations will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you,
Darlene Foster

Program and Outreach Assistant
(508) 867-0220

West Brookfield Art & Frame and The Joy of Beans will host a summer block party outside of their locations 
on East Main Street. There will be live music by Adelaide Fay & The Leopard Frogs as well as Caribbean food, 
a variety of coffees and a sale of small, framed, vintage posters and prints. This event is rain or shine. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

live music by West Brookfield’s own 
Adelaide Fay & The Leopard Frogs, de-
licious food, and of course, coffee and 
artwork. Adelaide and her band are cel-
ebrating the recent release of their sec-
ond album.

The event will be held on Friday, July 
27 from 7-10 p.m., rain or shine. 

“We wanted to do something togeth-
er,” Fay said. “It’s a good combo.”

Hinton said one of Fay’s customers 
came up with the catchy title for the 
event, which also features Caribbean 
food made by one of Hinton’s friends, 
who is a cook at Flames in Boston. 

Hinton had been roasting coffee for 
three years and frequenting many farm-
ers markets before opening her store in 
town, now roasting over 80 different 
types of coffee.

“I roast coffee from all around the 
world,” she said.

In addition to her coffees, Hinton 
has partnered with several West Brook-
field Farmers Market bakers and others, 

including Turnabout Farm, The Bread 
Box, Brynne’s Bread, Kate Bakes, On 
the Rise and The Goods.

Hinton is also selling charcuterie-style 
concert boxes on Wednesdays to people 
to enjoy during the town’s weekly sum-
mer concerts, each week inspired by a 
different theme. 

Fay’s gallery will be open during 
Tunes, Java Brews, & Artist Views, with 
a special sale of small, framed vintage 
posters and prints. 

The gallery also features the works 
of dozens of local artists, sharing their 
talents in a variety of mediums includ-
ing painting, printmaking, woodturn-
ing, metal working, jewelry making, 
and more. Each month, a new artist, or 
group of artists is featured in a themed 
show.

For more information about the 
event, visit westbrookfieldartandframe.
com or follow West Brookfield Art & 
Frame on Facebook. 

BLOCK PARTY  I  FROM PAGE 1

WEST BROOKFIELD – A Beach 
Boys tribute concert with Melodious 
Zach performing everyone’s classic fa-
vorites will be held at the Merriam-Gil-
bert Public Library, 3 West Main St., on 
Thursday, July 25 at 6 p.m.

This event is free and open to all 

ages. Please contact the library by call-
ing 508-867-1410 to register.  

This program is made possible by the 
West Brookfield Cultural Council, a lo-
cal agency supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council.

Library hosts Beach Boys tribute concert July 25

there are more enticing dessert recipes 
where that came from.  

Consult your local library or the in-
ternet for other mouth-watering selec-
tions. 

One pointer:  drain shredded zucchi-
ni well before using in any recipe. Place 
it in a colander and apply pressure with 
clean hands or a large mixing spoon. 
Squeeze all the liquid right out of it.  

This way your desserts will be moist 
but not soggy.

 Be creative and experiment to find 
your own favorite ways of cooking with 

this vegetable. Zucchini pickles, per-
haps? How about zucchini pancakes? 
Zucchini wedges in place of cucumbers 
with dip? 

The list is endless!
Roberta McQuaid graduated from 

the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
32 years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

prior to adoption. Foster homes afford 
shelters and rescues the ability to save 
even more animals, and it helps animals 
that would otherwise be in a cage find 
comfort and support.

Fostering is not for everyone. The fos-
ter must be able to transport the pet to var-
ious places and provide the animal with 
care. 

It is also important to consider that fos-
tering is intended to be temporary - many 
folks (like myself) have trouble saying 
goodbye, and that’s okay, but if this is you, 
perhaps there’s an alternative way to help.

Here are some questions you might ask 

yourself before fostering a pet:
Am I emotionally prepared to say 

goodbye?
Is everyone in my home equipped for 

this experience (other pets included)?
Am I able to transport this pet to vet 

visits and adoption events?

The best way to discover the needs of 
your local animal groups is by doing a 
search online, checking recent social me-
dia posts from the organization(s), or by 
contacting them directly and asking how 
you can help.

PETS   I  FROM PAGE 4

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The Joshua Hyde 
Public Library has weekly programs 
available for kids during the summer. 

On Tuesday mornings, the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library will be hosting 
Stories on the Common. Every Tues-
day morning at 10:45 a.m. now through 
Aug. 6, the library will welcome kids 
and their families for a story under the 
gazebo at Sturbridge Town Common. 

After story time, the event will also 
have songs, rhymes and a craft for the 
kids. If the weather is bad, Stories on 
the Common will be moved inside the 

library. 
Another weekly program provided 

by the Joshua Hyde Public Library is 
Front Lawn Fridays held at 10:45 a.m. 
Guests can gather at the front lawn of 
the library for stories and group activ-
ities. 

Story time takes place with assistant 
librarian Jess Hiestand. 

Guests can bring a blanket and relax 
on the front lawn of the library located 
at 306 Main St., while listening to sto-
ries, playing games and enjoying group 
activities. 

For more information, call the Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library at 508-347-2512 
or visit www.sturbridgelibrary.org. 

JHPL offers weekly summer story times
Haston Public Library Trustees 
announces staffing changes

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Haston 
Public Library Trustees have been busy 
so far this summer. 

At their July 8 meeting, they voted to 
recommend to the Board of Selectmen 
the appointments of Brianna Lamb as 
Interim Library Director and Gabrielle 
Holmes as Interim Children’s librarian, 
effective Aug. 14. 

When approved, this will allow the 
Trustees time to search for a new per-
manent Library Director to replace 

Amy Vessella, who resigned in June. 
The Trustees thank Vessella and wish 
her well in the future.

From July 22 through Aug. 13, the 
library will temporarily adjust its oper-
ating hours to reflect its reduced staff so 
please mark your calendars. The library 
will be open on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 4-7 p.m. and Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 2-5 p.m.

The Trustees look forward to adding 
more operating hours in mid-August. 
Check the library’s website, Facebook 
page, and signage outside the building 
for up-to-date information.

Familiar faces, new places at the library
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Grand prize of a week at Camp Marshall in Spen-
cer was presented to Zoe Hebert. Second through fifth 
places in order of their ranking were: Evelyn Potvin, 
RJ Gough, Christian Tetrault, and Colton Allen. 
Giovanni Lindsay was recognized for creating the best 
drawing.

Hebert read her essay, sharing an impressive 
amount of knowledge of the Wood Duck, which is 
sometimes referred to as a “swamp duck” because of 
its habitat.

The male Wood Duck has red eyes and is known 
for its brilliant plumage.

“It’s one of the most colorful birds in all of Massa-
chusetts,” she said.

Wood Ducks typically nest in trees above water and 
most travel south for the winter. Some Wood Ducks 
overwinter in the commonwealth.

Hebert said the Wood Duck almost went extinct 
in the 1900s due to loss of habitat, over-hunting and 
pesticide use. In 1918 the Migratory Bird Treaty was 
passed, and conservation efforts were taken to protect 
the Wood Duck. 

Hebert said nest boxes continue to be built to pro-
vide a safe place for females to hatch their eggs; safe 
from predators. 

Now, the Wood Duck is no longer facing extinc-
tion, Hebert said. 

Fifth grade teacher Nicole Jones said all of the stu-
dents wrote amazing essays.

“I’m proud of each and every one of your efforts,” 
Jones said.

Haesche said the club members have invested over 
$10,000 in awards and prizes in support of the essay 
contest. The fundraisers include “open to the public” 
chicken barbeques, and spring and winter fishing der-
bies. 

“It’s a really great group of people who really want 
to support getting kids outdoors,” she said.

Martinelli recalled making plaster casts of animal 
tracks with her children when they were young and 
exploring nature. She encouraged the students to ask 
their parents to take them outside and enjoy the space 
around them.

“Take a look around you this summer,” she said. 
“Look at the wildlife. You’d be surprised what’s out 
there.”

ESSAY   I  FROM PAGE 1

Fifth Grade Essay Contest winners stand with teacher Nicole Jones (from left) and Wickaboag Sportsmen’s Club members Denise Martinelli, Paul 
Lapenas and MJ Haesche. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Evelyn Potvin earned second place in the club’s Fifth Grade Essay Con-
test.

Christian Tetrault earned fourth place in the essay contest.

Students enjoy time with Roly, a 13-year-old American Brittany.MJ Haesche demonstrates some tricks with 7-year-old Okefenokee or 
“Okee,” a French Brittany (Epagneul Breton).

RJ Gough earned third place in the Fifth Grade Essay Contest. Giovanni Lindsay won a prize for submitting the best drawing.Fifth place went to Colton Allen.

Zoe Hebert reads her winning essay to her classmates.
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The New England Digital Accordion Orchestra is 
holding two summer concerts on July 19 and July 31.

The orchestra will first perform on Friday, July 19 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Brookfield Common gazebo as 
part of the Brookfield Summer Concert Series. There 
is no rain date for this show.

Next, they will perform on Wednesday, July 31 at 
the Brimfield Common gazebo from 6-8 p.m. as part 
of the Hitchcock Summer Concert Series. The rain 
date is Aug. 1.

The NEDAO is the nation’s first ever digital accor-
dion orchestra and is a leading force in the evolution 
of the accordion. Roland digital accordions, which 
first appeared in 2004, are a far cry from the old family 
squeezeboxes. 

The orchestra performs popular songs from a wide 
array of genres. The NEDAO was formed in 2015 and 
is conducted by internationally recognized accordi-
onist and music educator Anselmo (Sam) Falcetti, of 
Wilbraham and South Pond, Brookfield. 

The NEDAO is available for performances at sum-
mer concerts series, fairs, holiday celebrations, and 
special events. To arrange a performance, or for fur-
ther information, please contact Sam Falcetti by call-
ing 413-204-5522 or emailing samfalcetti@gmail.com.

The New England Digital Accordion Orchestra will perform on the Brookfield Common on Friday, July 19 from 6-8 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO BY SAM FALCETTI

NEDAO performing 
July summer concerts

BARRE – The Quabbin Community Band will be 
on the Barre Common bandstand Sunday, July 21 at 
6 p.m. presenting some rock and pop music favorites.

Come out to enjoy “The Genius of Ray Charles”, 
“The Best of Journey”, “Beach Boys Forever”, “The 
Best of Stevie Wonder”, “Selections from ‘A Hard 
Day’s Night” and more. The band will be swapping 
in music from “Titanic” that was removed from a pro-
gram two weeks ago, plus many more toe-tapping fa-
vorites including, “That’s Entertainment”. 

Come take a chance on the weekly 50/50 raffle, en-
joy a visit from Scooby the Great Dane who attends 
the band concerts each week, and stop by the Barre 
Historical Society for popcorn and lemonade.

Great Dane, “Scooby” Robertson, is a loyal follower of the Quabbin 
Community Band. SUBMITTED PHOTO

QCB concert presents 
rock and pop favorites

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The North Brookfield 
Cultural Council is looking for input from residents. 

If  you are a resident, please fill out our survey on 
the North Brookfield Cultural Council Facebook page 
by Aug.15. 

Are you are interested in the arts, humanities and 
sciences? The cultural council is also looking for new 
members.  If  you’d like to join the Council, email 
nbculturalcouncil@gmail.com.

Cultural Council seeks 
input from residents
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Letter of the Greek 

alphabet
  4. Cause to become 

entangled
 10. Swiss river
 11. Conversation
 12. “Magnum” was 

one
 14. Small integer
 15. Christmas
 16. Of a specific 

mountain region
 18. Burrowing bugs
 22. Of a symbol 

worthy of 
veneration

 23. A type of 
syndrome

 24. Cephalopod 
mollusks

 26. Metric ton
 27. Ornamental box
 28. As quickly as can 

be done
 30. “Hoop Dreams” 

subject Arthur

 31. Old TV part
 34. Extinct flightless 

birds
 36. Former CIA
 37. Successor
 39. Archaic form of 

you
 40. Within
 41. Danny Hurley’s 

alma mater
 42. Not sacred or 

biblical
 48. Written law
 50. Popular hairstyle
 51. Congressman
 52. Type of font
 53. A predetermined 

period in office
 54. Pouch
 55. Hormone that 

stimulates 
ovulation (abbr.)

 56. One from a 
particular Asian 
region

 58. One’s sense of 
self-esteem

 59. Headgear used to 
control a horse

 60. The habitat of wild 
animals

CLUES DOWN
  1. A right conferred 

through legal 
means

  2. American island 
state

  3. Inflexibly 
entrenched

  4. “Pollock” actor 
Harris

  5. Foolish person
  6. Follows a particular 

Chairman
  7. Choose
  8. Sunrooms
  9. One hundred 

grams (abbr.)
 12. A symptom of 

some physical hurt 
or disorder

 13. South American 
hummingbird

 17. “Girl Chopping 
Onions” painter

 19. Wild dog
 20. Units of land
 21. Footwear
 25. Possessing 

a constant 
temperature 

 29. Hormone that 
promotes water 
retention (abbr.)

 31. Popular game
 32. Pension (German)
 33. Giant of industry
 35. Inferred
 38. One who revolves
 41. Kept possession of
 43. Loss of electricity
 44. Stoppered  bottle
 45. Everything
 46. First to walk on 

the moon
 47. Engrave
 49. Female organs
 56. Equal to 1,024 

bytes (abbr.)
 57. Northeast

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

of East Brookfield performed under the 
gazebo at Connie Mack Field. Wood-
long Ave was the neighborhood band 
playing a variety of different genres.

This concert series offers free ad-
mission with food and drinks available 
at the snack shack. Running the con-
certs is East Brookfield native Amanda 
Lambert. These concerts will take place 
throughout the months of July and Au-
gust on Thursday nights. 

Lambert thanked the generous spon-
sors of the East Brookfield Concert Se-
ries, including Howe Lumber, Audette’s 
Towing & Recovery Inc., Lamoureux 
Ford, LaMothe & Associates Finan-
cial Services, Inc. and North Brookfield 
Savings Bank. 

Lambert said this concert series has 
been happening since around 2010-2011 
and has become an annual tradition in 
East Brookfield. 

Lambert says they have had crowds 
of over 300 people in Connie Mack 
Field who make themselves comfortable 
with lawn chairs, picnic blankets and 
umbrellas to cool off in some shade. 

The crew at the snack shack kept 
busy serving hamburgers, hotdogs and 
ice cream for the concert audience. 

Lambert also keeps herself busy at 
the snack shack by making her famous 
dessert, a strawberry rhubarb. Lam-
bert has been approached by numerous 
guests to ask if  she had more strawberry 
rhubarb available. 

Lambert’s husband, Dan, along with 
some friends were grilling behind the 
snack shack making hotdogs and ham-
burgers for the guests. Dan was making 
the infamous Double Smash Burgers. 

Dan shared some of the history 
about Connie Mack Field and some 
amazing stories tied to the town of East 
Brookfield and the origins of the East 
Brookfield Summer Concert Series. The 
concert series was started by Lambert’s 
grandmother, Joan Bedard, and Dennis 
LeBeau. 

Dan described East Brookfield as a 
small town with people who keep life 
active all year round. 

“We’re a small group of very active 
people,” Dan said. 

Concerts will continue on Thursdays 
through Aug. 8 from 6-8 p.m. Upcom-
ing concerts include the Otters on July 
19; the LeBeau Family Band featuring 
Dennis, Paul, Tommy and friends on 
July 25; The Island Castaways, a Jimmy 
Buffett tribute band on Aug. 1 and 4 
Ever Fab, New England’s premier Beat-
les tribute band on Aug. 8

For more information about the 
2024 East Brookfield Summer Concert 
Series, follow the Facebook page, East 
Brookfield Summer Concert Series. 

TALENT   I  FROM PAGE 1

Performing at the first concert at Connie Mack Field was Woodlong Ave, a local band of East Brookfield.  TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Guests were ready to get food at the Connie Mack Snack Shack. 

Local talent night was going on at Connie Mack field. 
Hamburgers and hotdogs were being grilled over by 
the Connie Mack Snack Shack. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Samuel  Przy-
byl is one of the pitchers list-
ed on the Wilbraham Falcons 
Junior Legion baseball roster. 
The righthander has also made 
three starts so far this summer 
for the Wilbraham Senior Le-
gion team. 

Przybyl, who was the win-
ning pitcher in all three games, 
needed a little bit of help to 
post a victory at Monson Post 
241, last Monday night, July 8.  

Monson had the tying run 
on second base with one-out 
in the bottom of the seventh 
inning when the lights at Le-
gion Field went out.  Following 
a 20-minute delay, the lights 
hadn’t come back on, and the 
umpires decided to call the 
game at that point. 

The two managers were 
notified by league officials via 
email the following morning 
that it was an official game, 
and the contest wouldn’t be re-
sumed. Just like in a rain out, 
the score went back to the pre-

vious inning. The score was 8-5 
entering the seventh inning and 
that was the final. 

“We’ve dealt with many rain 
delays in the past, but I’ve nev-
er been involved in a baseball 
game before where the lights 
went out,” said Wilbraham 
Senior Legion manager John 
Breton. “Monson just kept bat-
tling back against us.”   

Monson manager Steve 
Tripp wasn’t very happy that 
the lights went off, but he was 
pleased with the way his squad 

Legion Post 241 suffers loss to Wilbraham

John Mumper collects a grounder to second base. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COMAustin Meacham slides safely into second.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

NORTH LEOMINSTER – 
The District 3 Major Division 
championship baseball game 
was held at Felton Field in 
Barre last Friday night.  Unfor-
tunately, the Quabbin All-Stars 
wasn’t one of the teams playing 
in it this year.   

Quabbin’s postseason jour-
ney came to an end following a 
12-3 setback to Leominster at 
Justin DeSantis Field in North 
Leominster, last Tuesday night.

Quabbin, who defeated 
Leominster, 3-2, at home in the 
first game of the District 3 All-
Star tournament, finished with 
a 1-2 record. Their other loss 
was at Athol/Orange, who beat 
Leominster,5-0, in the finals.     

“The Quabbin little league 
will be hosting the champion-
ship game for the first time on 
Friday night,” said Quabbin 
manager Jason Poulin. “I really 
wish that my team was playing 
in that game, but we’re looking 
forward to watching it. We just 
got off to a slow start in to-
night’s game.” 

The members of the 2024 
Quabbin All-Star baseball 
team, who live in either Barre, 
Hardwick, or Oakham, are 
Brady Aiesi, Oliver Poulin, 
Henry Poulin, Colin Kania, 

Quabbin falls in little league tourney

Davis Burch, Deegan Pope, 
Gabriel Houle, Jacob Cavana-
gh, Jonathan Doherty, Logan 
Smith, Noah Kelter, and Nolan 
O’Connor.

“All of the players on this 
year’s All-Star team are great 
kids and it has been a lot of fun 
coaching them,” Jason Poulin 
added. “Everyone gets along 
with each other very well. 
They’ll probably forget about 

this loss by tomorrow.” 
Seven of the Quabbin play-

ers will be moving up to the 
bigger diamond next year. 
They are Kelter, Cavanagh, 
Aiesi, Houle, Doherty, Burch, 
and Henry Poulin.

“I believe that District 3 is 
supposed to be starting a Ju-
nior League next year,” the 
Quabbin All-Star manager 

Henry Poulin catches a tough pop-up. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Davis Burch makes a throw to first to 
during Little League tournament action 
for Quabbin.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Entering last 
Friday night’s United Women’s 
Soccer East Conference semi-
final match, the New England 
Mutiny had outscored their 
previous five opponents, 35-3.

After a scoreless first 45 
minutes of the contest, Steel 
City FC took a 1-0 lead by 
scoring an own goal in the 53rd 
minute. The Mutiny quickly 

tied the score by converting a 
penalty kick.

The score remained tied un-
til the 68th minute. That’s when 
Emma Pedolzky, who lives in 
Westfield, became the hero for 
the home team. She scored 
a corner kick goal giving the 
Mutiny a 2-1 victory at historic 
Lusitano Stadium.   

“Scoring the game winning 
goal is really exciting,” Pedolz-
ky said. “I’m glad that we were 

Mutiny successful in 
league semifinals 

Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, fights to get the ball by the goalie. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID 
HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

See POST 241  I   PAGE 10

See MUTINY  I   PAGE 11

See QUABBIN  I   PAGE 11
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kept battling back until the end.

“Even though we lost the game, we 
kept battling back against a very good 
baseball team,” Tripp said. “We’ve been 
struggling the past couple of games.”   

The victory improved Wilbraham’s 
overall record to 8-4, while Monson’s 
overall record fell to 3-8. 

Przybyl, who’ll be a sophomore at 
Minnechaug Regional in the fall, offi-
cially allowed five runs on six hits in the 
road start against Monson. He record-
ed five strikeouts and issued only two 
walks.

“Sam did a good job out there in 
tonight’s game and I’m very proud of 
him,” Breton said. “He’s a very hard 
worker.”    

Prior to the lights going off, Monson 
put-together a rally in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. 

Shortstop John Mumper drew a lead-
off walk. After the next batter hit a pop-
up caught by the third baseman, catcher 
Dylan Sutkaitis lined a single to center. 
Another single by pinch hitter Dylan 
Holbrook scored Mumper which closed 
the gap to 8-6. Sutkaitis also crossed the 
plate on the back end of a double steal 
play. At that point the lights went out 
and the game ended abruptly.

Wilbraham took a 3-0 lead against 
Monson righty James Delaney in the 
top of the third inning.

Second baseman Jack Straut, who 
hit a leadoff double down the left field 
line, scored the first run of the game fol-
lowing a fielding error by the third base-
man. Another run scored on a ground 
ball out by leftfielder Ryan Keating. A 
couple of batters later, catcher Vinny 
Chiarizio (2-for-4) drove home another 
run with a double down the right field 
line.

Monson took the lead in the bottom 
half of the frame.

Their first run scored when leftfield-
er Nathan Kaczuwka lined a single to 
right field. His younger brother, Kyle, 
who started the game at second base, 
also reached first base on a fielding error 
which scored another run. The home 
team would then take the lead when 

third baseman Jesse Cygan blasted a 
two-run double to left field.

Wilbraham tied the score in the top 
of the fifth when Keating hit a leadoff 
home run to deep center field. Chiarizio 
also had an RBI single, and third base-
man Matt Nordstrom smashed a dou-
ble bringing home another run. Straut 
capped off the five run inning with a 
two-run triple to left field giving the vis-
iting team an 8-4 lead.     

Monson scored an unearned run in 
the sixth before they came very close to 
tying the score in the seventh inning be-
fore the lights went out. 

POST 241   I  FROM PAGE 9

Kyle Kaczuwka slides into home. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Brayden Mega makes a catch in the outfield.

James Delaney pitches for Post 241.
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Conservation Commission and the library have partnered up to offer some excit-ing informational opportunities for town residents.
Now that the town has secured its Municipal Vulnerability Pre-

paredness Grant, the library and conservation have sought to offer more programs to help get kids involved in studying and learning about climate and ecology, and in particular, the specific needs of the town of Monson when it comes to environmental protections.
On Friday, June 28, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., Rona Leventhal will visit Veterans Field to share Stories and Songs for Our Planet. This is part of the Storytimes on the Go offered by the library’s Youth Ser-vices.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, the Town Council held a Public Hear-ing where the Town Manager went over the next fiscal year’s budget.
Town Manager Brad Brothers gave an overview of the budget. 
“Bob Reid sent a memo out to all of the department heads, I be-lieve in late December, early Janu-ary,” Brothers said, “outlining what the budget process would look 

like.”
Brothers said the Town Ac-countant received spreadsheets from each of the department heads, then they went through various channels of review and a bud-get subcommittee, before going through every budget item that was proposed line by line. Brothers re-ported that the general fund budget amounts to $41,978,324.

“Property taxes and state aid are projected as stable,” Brothers said, “however, we have seen a significant increase in new growth. 

This is a trend we expect to see con-tinue as we look forward to ensure our inspections are up-to-date.”
Brothers said that two of the main drivers for local receipts in-creases were investment income and income from cannabis excise tax, which is a new tax fund that the town has started to receive. Brothers said that one of his goals for the next fiscal year will be for the town departments to review fee structures and make sure the town is matching the local market rate.

“One great news piece is we’re 

going to be sending a new electric agreement that will be signed to reduce our electric supply rates by 32% starting in November,” Broth-ers said.
The town’s HMO and PPO health insurance plans were re-newed for a 5% reduction. “It’s not too often that you see health insur-ance go down,” Brothers said.
Brothers announced that the public schools will have a 3.5% budget increase, which will include the expansion of its Pre-K program, as well as developing collaborative 

teaching models and transporting contractual increases.
“In wastewater, inflation to general operating expenses in addi-tion to growing capital project ex-penses had the recommended bud-get totaling $4,449,490,” Brothers said. “After reducing anticipated offsets of $802,200, which is Mon-son septage and miscellaneous rev-enue, the balance left to cover is $3,627,490.”

Brothers said by assuming 

Free 
Summer 
Eats to 
youths 
under 18

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The town and school system are excited to offer Free Summer Eats to students and youths in the community under the age of 18, with no questions asked.
“Great things are happening in Monson,” said Tracy Blanchard, Food Service Director for the town’s schools.
Blanchard announced that the schools will continue to offer free meals when school is out for the summer. The Free Summer Eats program will run from July 8 through Aug. 16. This program is made possible by the state Depart-ment of Education, and sponsored by the town’s Public Schools Food Service Department.

“Kids and teens can enjoy free nutritious meals all summer long,” Blanchard said. “Summer Eats 2024 provides free meals to kids and teens 18 and under, with no identification or registration re-quired or questions asked. Kids and teens can show up to any site and receive free, nutritionally-balanced breakfast and lunch to fill them up for those very full summer days. All sites will host fun kid-friendly give-aways throughout the summer.”
Monday through Friday, from July 8 until Aug. 16, breakfast will be served at two locations from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“All meals are grab and go style, so they won’t be eating there,” Blanchard said. “We’re offering breakfast and lunch weekend take-home bundle meals offered every Friday.”
There will be two locations that kids and teens can visit to partici-

Town Manager shares details on municipal budget

Local partnership for
educational programs

Lions Club celebrates 75th anniversary

PALMER

Turley photos Emily-Rose PappasAlthea and her grandma, Cheryl Murray waiting for the next ride. See more photos on page 6.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – A local kindergar-
ten teacher was recently recognized with the Most Valuable Teacher Award for going above and beyond in her service toward her students.

Country Bank, in partnership with The WooSox Foundation, rec-
ognizes teachers who go above and beyond with the “Most Valuable Teacher” Award. Students through-
out the region nominate their teach-
ers, who, if selected, receive a spe-
cial visit from the WooSox mascot, Smiley Ball, and Country Bank’s mascot, Buck, as well as a $100 gift card from Country Bank.

Additionally, both the teacher and nominating student receive four tickets to a WooSox game during the upcoming season.
Melissa Webber, a kindergarten 

Submitted photos

Melissa Webber (center) received the Most Valuable Teacher Award from Woo Sox and Country Bank.

Most Valuable Teacher Award
Local kindergarten 
teacher receives award 
for helping students in 
need

MONSON

Carnivaltimetime

Photos by Marcelo GusmãoYouth Services Librarian Denise Newland, Conservation Agent Toni Uliana, and Director Hope Bodwell enjoyed the sunlight outside the library.

COMMUNITY

PALMER – Last Thursday, the Palmer Lions Club met at the Sec-ond Congregational Church to cele-brate its 75th anniversary.
The local chapter welcomed members from all over the region 

to celebrate this momentous anni-versary with them. A dinner of bar-becue chicken was provided by the church, and Club President George 

MVTA   ❙   page 2

LIBRARY   ❙   page 9

LIONS   ❙   page 5

BUDGET  ❙   page 9

MEALS  ❙   page 9

Photos by Marcelo GusmãoClub President George Richardson held up the plaque that the club received from the state.

Call Dan today at
413-297-5886–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –

WWW.TURLEY.COM

TOTAL
MARKET COVERAGE
WEEKS

THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES THAN 
DURING



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, July 19, 2024  PAGE 11

- sports -
said. “I think we’ll have enough players 
to field a team in that Division. It’ll be a 
lot of fun watching these guys compete 
at that level.” 

Quabbin won the pregame coin toss 
in the second meeting against Leomin-
ster, and they were the home team. 

The top of the first inning wasn’t 
very much fun for the Quabbin players, 
as Leomister scored 11 runs on six base 
hits. 

Quabbin scored a run in their first at-
bats.

With one-out, Oliver Poulin reached 
first base on an infield hit. O’Connor 
drove him home with a line-drive single 
down the left field line.

Leomister scored another run with 
two-outs in the top of the third inning.

Holding a 12-1 advantage, Leomin-
ster needed to keep Quabbin from scor-
ing two runs in the bottom of third to 
end the game with the help of the 10-
run mercy rule. 

Quabbin didn’t allow that to happen.
Kania and Oliver Poulin, who both 

singled, scored when Henry Poulin 
blasted a triple to left field.

However, the contest was halted two 
innings later by a thunderstorm. 

The returning Quabbin baseball 

players will be trying to capture the Ma-
jor Division championship title at this 
time next year.

Nolan O’Connor makes the out at first.

Brady Alesi takes a swing. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

QUABBIN   I  FROM PAGE 9

able to win tonight’s game. We’re now 
looking forward to playing in the finals 
on Sunday.”

Emma Pedolzky, who began her 
collegiate soccer career at Bryant Uni-
versity transferred to UMass-Amherst 
last year. One of Emma’s teammates at 
UMass is her twin sister, Chandler, who 
also plays for the Mutiny. They’ll be se-
niors on this year’s squad. 

“It has really fun playing on the 
same college soccer team with my sis-
ter,” Emma Pedolzky added. “I’m look-
ing forward to playing with her for one 
more season.  

The semifinal victory improved the 
Mutiny’s overall record to a perfect 9-0-
0. It was also their first playoff win in 
five years. 

Steel City FC (5-1-3) also didn’t lose 
a match during the regular season.  

“We didn’t know very much about 
Steel City, but they were organized and 
played well in the first half,” said Mu-
tiny head coach Federico Molinari. “I 
thought we dominated in the second 
half after allowing a goal. It was very 
important for us to score the tying goal 

right away.”
The Mutiny were awarded a penalty 

kick in the 55th minute after Jess Mazo 
was fouled hard in the box. She was 
forced to leave the match with a right 
shoulder injury. Abbey Jones stepped 
up to the line and booted a low shot into 
the right corner of the net.

“I’ve been taking a lot of PK’s at 
practice,” Jones said. “It was the first 
time that I’ve taken a penalty shot 
during a game this season. I wasn’t very 
nervous before making the shot.”    

Jones, who plays college soccer at 
UConn, also assisted on Emma Pedolz-
ky’s game winning goal.

“Abbey is a very good technical soc-
cer player,” Molinari said. “She under-
stands the game very well.”  

The Mutiny had an opportunity to 
take a 3-0 lead at the end of regulation, 
but a breakaway shot attempt by Palm-
er’s Maddy Theriault was saved by Steel 
City goalie Payton O’Malley. 

Highlights from the Mutiny’s appear-
ance in the finals will be in next week’s 
edition.
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Abbey Jones heads up the field. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HEN-
RY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Alexis Legowski, of South Hadley, moves up the 
field.

Maddy Theriault, of Palmer eludes a defender.Hannah Peric sends a pass forward.
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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$300 for three papers
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Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
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first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
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than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 11, 2024. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 12.

John farmed in nearby towns, includ-
ing Spencer and Brookfield. Ralph’s fa-
ther also worked for CPC Engineering 
as a welder, but the family farm always 
kept the Buzzells busy. 

Ralph recalls moving to North 
Brookfield back in 1946 at the age of 
11 but got involved in farmwork at an 
earlier age. 

The Buzzell Farm was originally 319 
acres, and as life went on, each of John’s 
sons got 12 acres of land. The farm op-
erated as a dairy farm for years, while 
raising beef and chickens up until the 
1970s. 

The farm also had goats and sheep at 
one time. 

The one area of work that Ralph al-
ways stuck doing to this day is haying.

Ralph has been involved in all forms 
of haying from loose hay, mowing, 
making wire bale and round bales. Be-
fore moving to North Brookfield, Ralph 
started haying through raking and with 
a tractor. 

He began making his own hay bales 
back in 1949. 

When it comes to the workload on 
the farm, Ralph figures if  you have 
about 50 cows, he will make about 1,000 
hay bales. Growing up on the farm, 
Ralph worked with a lot of relatives, un-
cles, cousins and neighbors. 

The job of a farmer involved a lot 
of working early mornings and Ralph’s 
parents always had a good work eth-
ic they would eventually pass down to 
their children. 

“Pappy wanted us to work,” Ralph 
said. “We would milk cows right after 
school.”

This work ethic expanded to other 
jobs Ralph has had throughout his life. 
Work outside the farm included Aubu-
chon Hardware in North Brookfield 
and Klem Tractor in Spencer where he 

worked for a total of 39 years. 
Ralph is also a veteran and served in 

the U.S. Marine Corps, enlisting back in 
1952 at the age of 17 and was involved in 
active duty from 1953-1955. Through-
out his time in the Marine Corps, he 
was stationed throughout the world in-
cluding several nations in Europe and 
Africa. 

Ralph recalls spending a lot of his 
service in Korea and Japan. For fun, he 
would go horseback riding up Mount 
Fuji in Japan. 

Ralph said the people he met in Ja-
pan referred to him as “American Cow-
boy” or “Cowboy from Massachusetts.” 
While stationed in Korea and Japan, 
he worked at ammunition depots and 
would do work in guard duty or military 
policing. 

Ralph was stationed in Japan for sev-
en months. 

In addition to horseback riding, 
Ralph learned how to saddle horses 
and thought about possibly becoming a 
cowboy. However, he decided to stick to 
farming and haying, but will always re-
member being the “American Cowboy” 
in Japan. 

Though his father taught him a lot 
about farming, Ralph recalls having an-
other great mentor in his life. His uncle 
Wendell gave Ralph the idea that learn-
ing new things are best known by expe-
riencing them firsthand. 

“You got to learn things by doing 
them,” Ralph said. 

Ralph started working on the farm at 
the age of 8, dating back to about 1943. 

The young boy learned how to plow 
a field and then harrow it over. Harrow-
ing is the process after a field has been 
ploughed a harrow will break up the 
soil, digging up weeds and shallow root-
ed grass. 

One of the toughest tricks Ralph had 

to learn while plowing a field is turning. 
The tip he was given was aim for a tree 
on the other side of the field, which was 
about four acres long. 

Ralph would learn later on that his 
father would watch from a distance to 
make sure he was doing the plowing 
right. 

“Made sure I didn’t kill myself,” 
Ralph said jokingly. 

From that moment on, Ralph was 
driving tractors as if  it was second na-
ture. Prior to living in North Brookfield, 
he worked on two previous family farms, 
Wilson Farm in Spencer and Molasses 
Hill Road Farm in Brookfield. 

The Molasses Hill Road Farm was 
hit during the 1938 Hurricane, one of 
the most destructive and deadliest trop-
ical cyclones that hit the U.S. Ralph 
recalls getting a beautiful view of the 
trains driving by Molasses Hill Farm in 
Brookfield. 

Although he is an experienced trac-
tor driver, Ralph does recall some ac-
cidents that happened while farming at 
home. One time while driving the trac-
tor, he accidentally ran over two of his 
brothers. Luckily, no one was severely 
injured and the Buzzell brothers laugh 
about the incident to this day. 

Another early farming experience 
Ralph had as a child was milking cows. 
He first started milking cows at the age 
of six. Ralph is known for naming his 
cows as he worked on the farm. 

The first cow he milked was named 
Rosie. 

Ralph still has cows at his North 
Brookfield farm, a total of 14. He still 
sometimes names his cows. 

The names come from the people he’s 
met over the years and Ralph sometimes 
names them after movie stars. Names 
for cows include Susan T, Soo Lee, Mae 
West and Mary Magdalene. 

Another funny moment Ralph re-
members on the farm was measuring 
a barn door. To get the measurements 
right, Ralph would intentionally fall 
forward to get the measurements of the 
door. Completely unorthodox, but the 
measurements ended up being correct.  

There was a lot of work to be done 
while farming, but Ralph’s favorite part 
about doing it all after all these years, 
it’s about “being country and being your 

own boss.”
Ralph’s younger brother, Larry re-

called working on the farm being a lot 
of work, but its different when you’re so 
used to working your whole life. 

“You had a hundred things to do but 
you’d do it on your time,” Larry said. 

The Buzzell brothers would play 
baseball during their breaks from work-
ing on the farm. After a hard day’s work, 
the Buzzells would gather for dinner at 
5 p.m. Ralph said his mother Hazel was 
a great cook and always had high moral 
standards, as did his father. 

The Buzzell Farm operated in North 
Brookfield from 1946 to 1974. It was 
in the year 1974 when a good portion 
of the farm was sold. However, Ralph 
still lives on part of the land off Tucker 
Road. 

One portion of the land currently 
owned by another family is still being 
maintained by Ralph who is soon to be 
89 years of age. He still operates a trac-
tor and a hay baler on the field that was 
once part of Buzzell Farm. 

The celebrity in the family is Ralph’s 
father John who has a few film credits 
on his resume. John drove a stagecoach 
with Julie Andrews in it on the set of 
the 1966 film, “Hawaii”. This scene was 
filmed at Old Sturbridge Village.

 A photograph of John driving the 
stagecoach is featured in Diane Buz-
zell’s book, “The Artist, the Farmer, the 
Hunter and the Good Guy”. 

John also took Merv Griffin on a 
stagecoach ride through the village. He 
was also featured on “Buffalo Bob” 
with Howdy Doody. 

Many more stories about Ralph and 
his family are featured in his sister-in-
law’s book. The book is all about the 
Buzzell family and Diane truly believes 
it is important to share many great sto-
ries about her entire family. 

Diane is married to Ralph’s brother, 
Larry. 

“Families should record their sto-
ries,” Diane said. 

Though he has worked a lot on the 
family farm, Ralph was never alone 
when he was surrounded by family and 
good neighbors. Ralph and his late wife 
Mabel had been married for 57 years. 
He continues the Buzzell family tradi-
tion by haying the fields near his home. 

FARMER   I  FROM PAGE 1

Ralph Buzzell has been haying for 80 years and is always prepared to drive the tractor. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

This photo shows Ralph Buzzell horseback riding in 
Mount Fuji, Japan. 

Ralph Buzzell is a veteran and was on active duty 
back in the 1950s with the U.S. Marine Corps. 
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1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

During the week of July 8-15, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 13 building/
property checks, 35 directed/area 
patrols, one radar assignment, three 
traffic controls, five emergency 911 
calls, two citizen assists, one com-
plaint, two safety hazards, one inves-
tigation, one motor vehicle accident 
and one animal call in the town of 
New Braintree.

Monday, July 8
10:40 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Aban-

doned, Rutherford Road, Officer 
Handled

8:12 p.m. Investigation, Wine 

Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, July 10
1:12 p.m. 911 Medical Emergen-

cy, North Brookfield Road, Trans-
ported to Hospital

Thursday, July 11
6:12 a.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Gilbertville 
Road, Citation Issued

10:01 a.m. Safety Hazard, West 
Road, Removed Hazard

11:09 p.m. 911 Misdial, Memo-
rial Drive, No Action Required

Saturday, July 13
1:14 p.m. Assist Citizen, Worces-

ter Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, July 14
2:35 p.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Ac-

cident, West Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:21 p.m. 911 Medical Emergen-
cy, Barre Road, Services Rendered

8:49 p.m. Assist Citizen, Un-
known Location, Dispatch Handled

Monday, July 15
7:03 a.m. Safety Hazard, West 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

New Braintree Police Log
WEST BROOKFIELD –The First Congregational 

Church, 36 North Main St. has been hosting its Flea 
Market on the town Common for more than 50 years 
and this year it will be held on Saturday, Sept. 14 from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique 
dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying 
out basements and attics. No food vendors, please. 

Spaces are available for $40 for a 20 by 20 grassy 
spot. Vendors must bring their own tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor a food tent with grilled 
food, cold drinks and sweet treats. Email to fccofwb-
fleamarket@gmail.com for an application.

Vendors needed for Flea 
Market on the Common
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

18 FOOT STINGRAY BOAT, 
115hp Suzuki motor, trailer bought July 
2023. About 15 hours. $30,000, like 
new. 239-728-7886.

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludlow

Shiners, worms, tackle. Beer and 
ice. Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-
3pm; Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-
3pm; Sun 6am-1pm. Closed 
Mon.-Tues. 413-589-7957

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!  

Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd, 

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING steam meth-
od starting at $89 per room. Stain and 
odor removal. Quotes available. Call 
Superior Floor Solutions, 413-323-
4760.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

INSTRUCTION
BALLROOM DANCE

Private lessons for couples, wedding, 
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
cial! Fun, easy, and relaxing – swing, 
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit mattguertin-
landscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BOATS
18 FOOT STINGRAY BOAT, 
115hp Suzuki motor, trailer bought July 
2023. About 15 hours. $30,000, like 
new. 239-728-7886.

ASSISTANT MECHANIC
The Assistant Mechanic, works under 
the Mechanic to repair and maintain a 
wide variety of mechanical equipment 
throughout the company.
Skills needed (but are not limited to): 
Air brake knowledge, hydraulic knowl-
edge, small engine repairs, welding, 
and fabricating (body work skills a 
plus). Must own your own tools. CDL 
a plus but not required; Self-motivat-
ed, committed only need apply. Back-
ground checks, driver records and 
drug testing required. This is a full time 
position. Email resume and interest to 
admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168. 

VACUUM SWEEPER OPERATOR
3rd shift sweeper operator – operate 
vacuum sweeper at various route sites. 
Experience preferred but not required.  
No CDL required. MUST obtain a DOT 
card and have a clean driving record 
and be dependable.  Will train qualified 
applicants. Email resume and interest 
to admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168.

LAND FOR SALE
HAMILTON LAKE, HOLLAND, 
MA. Small private surveyed 41 ft. 
waterfront lot with boat launch. Dock 
and picnic table area. Quiet dead end 
Brandon St. Unused swimming ROW. 
Jim 508-868-6157, Peg 508-
723-3433. $25,000. Taxes $224 year.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

FOR RENT 

HARDWICK: Two bedroom, one bath 
duplex, off street parking. No smoking, 
utilities, pets. $1400 month. 774-200-
4534. Taking applications.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393 Post your 

job openings 
in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

TOWN OF WEST 
BROOKFIELD
Invitation to Bid

The  Town  o f  Wes t 
B r o o k f i e l d  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen request sealed 
bids on the following items 
for tree removal and tree trim-
ming work to be performed 
in Fiscal Year 2025 which 
ends on June 30, 2025.  Fiscal 
Year 2025 Tree Removal and 
Trimming Budget is $40,000.

1. Bucket truck w/operator
2. Tree crew
Selectmen reserve the 

right to waive any informal-
ities, to reject any or all bids 
and to make awards in a man-
ner deemed in the best inter-
est of the Town.

These items are based on 
projected work and seasonal 
requirements.

The Town reserves the 
right to increase or decrease 
quantities required.

The term of the Contract 
shall be from July 1, 2024, 
through June 30, 2025. The 
bid prices within this Contract 
may be extended by mutu-
al agreement between the 
Town and the Contractor for 
up to two (2) 1-year options. 

The first option shall extend 
through June 30, 2026. The 
second option shall extend 
through June 30, 2027.

Wage rates shall be in 
accordance with Labor and 
Industries of M.G.L. Ch.149 
§26-27H, inclusive.

Sealed bids to be marked 
“Tree Removal and Tree 
Trimming Bid”.

A bid bond of 5% of the 
value of the bid shall accom-
pany all bids.

Bids will be accepted 
until 8:00 AM on Tuesday, 
July 30, 2024, at the West 
B r o o k f i e l d  H i g h w a y 
Department.  The bids will 
be publicly opened and read 
at 8:00 AM on the same day.

Specifications and bid 
forms are available at the 
office  of  the Highway 
Superintendent, 15 Front 
Street, West Brookfield.  Tel. 
# (508) 867-1417   
07/19/2024 

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 

that in accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L Chapter 
40A, Section 9, and Section 
11 Back Lot Permit, of the 
West Brookfield Zoning 
Bylaws, the Planning Board 
will open a public hearing on 
Mondaym August 5, 2024 
at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room, 2 East Main 
Street, for the following appli-
cation:

Anthony Woodman seeks 
Special Permit approval to 
create a Backlot, approx-
imately 8 acres, at 421 
Wickaboag Valley Road, West 
Brookfield.  

Interested parties may 
review the plan at the office 
of the Town Clerk in the 
Town Hall, 2 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield. A 
copy is posted on the display 
board outside of the Town 
Hall and on the Town web-
site at www.wbrookfield.com, 
under the Events Calendar. 

The Board invites all inter-
ested parties to attend the 
public hearing. 

Timothy Morrell
Planning Board Chair

07/19, 07/25/2024 

The Ware Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking a qualified 
and experienced Program Administrator. 

The Authority’s portfolio includes Ch. 667 Elderly/Handicapped, Ch. 705 
Family and Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers. The candidate should be 
familiar with both the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 
(EOHLC) and U.S. Department and Urban Development (HUD) program 
requirements. 

Tenant Intake/Outreach, Maintenance of waiting lists, Assist program 
participants to secure appropriate housing and complete all associated 
paperwork. Negotiate with landlords for comparable rents. Attend training 
sessions. Administer the Section Program, Ch. 667 and Ch. 705. 
Including but not limited to all other tasks as assigned. 

Possess excellent written and verbal skills, ability to communicate effectively. 
Familiar with centralized public housing wait lists, (CHAMP) housing 
software, HUD and EOHLC databases. 

The maximum salary is $50,286 and is dependent upon experience. 
The required work hours are 37.5 hours per week and the position includes 
excellent benefits. The candidate will be subject to qualification verification 
prior to employment. 

To apply in confidence please submit a cover letter and resume to 
Linda Hanssen, Executive Director, Ware Housing Authority at 
lindashanssen@gmail.com. 

The deadline is no later than August 1, 2024.
Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply. 

The Ware Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

- legal notices -
Job Connection

Helping You Find help

During the week of July 7-14, the East 
Brookfield Police Department responded 
to 119 building/property checks, 42 direct-
ed area patrols, one traffic control, 10 ra-
dar assignments, 15 emergency 911 calls, 
nine citizen assists, five assist other agen-
cies, four complaints, one safety hazard, 
four investigations, two animal calls and 
29 motor vehicle stops in the town of East 
Brookfield.

Monday, July 8
10:54 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
11 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle Op-

erations, North Brookfield Road, Officer 
Handled

11:25 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
East Main Street, Merge

11:26 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

6:22 p.m. Assist Citizen, Howe Street, 
Officer Handled

8:35 p.m. Assist Citizen, Lashaway 
Drive, Taken to Family/Guardian

Tuesday, July 9
8:09 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie Mack 

Drive, Officer Handled
11:26 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
12:31 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Con-

nie Mack Drive, Dispatch Handled
4:04 p.m. 911 Misdial, Red Gable 

Road, Investigated

Wednesday, July 10
6:06 a.m. Safety Hazard, Gleason Av-

enue, Taken/Referred to Other Agency
8:29 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie Mack 

Drive, Officer Handled
10:28 a.m. Investigation, Spencer, Of-

ficer Handled
1:12 p.m. Investigation, Connie Mack 

Drive, Officer Handled
1:22 p.m. Investigation, East Main 

Street, Officer Handled
5:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
5:36 p.m. Radar, Route 49, Written 

Warning
5:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued

East Brookfield Police Log 6:37 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

8:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, Jean Avenue, 
Officer Handled

9:04 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 
Jean Avenue, Investigated

Thursday, July 11
9:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, Jean Avenue, 

Negative Contact

Friday, July 12
6:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation issued
8:57 a.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Podunk Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

9:25 a.m. Assist Other Agency, West 
Main Street, Officer Handled

2:34 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, Route 
49, Arrest(s) Made

3:34 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
East Main Street, Negative Contact

4 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, Charlton, 
Dispatch Handled

4:06 p.m. 911 Investigation, East 
Main Street, Officer Handled

9:16 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 
Operations, Route 49, Negative Contact

Saturday, July 13
12:53 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 

of Town, Services Rendered
4:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
8:30 p.m. Medical Emergency, Ben-

nett Street, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, July 14
12:15 a.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-

hicle Operations, Podunk Road, Verbal 
Only

8:51 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Out of 
Town, Services Rendered

10:28 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 
of Town, Officer Handled



 mi

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SUMMER SALE!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

WARE:  3 Rental Units, one 
Commercial Building and 
9 Storage Units  $379,900
Investor Ready, this is an excellent oppor-
tunity for someone looking to add to their 
portfolio in this fast growing area . A three family fully rented, 9 storage 
garages fully rented and a Commercial Building ready for a new tenant! 
Great Center of Town Location with HIGH VISIBILITY AND HIGH TRAFFIC. 
This property has potential for many different opportunities and uses.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 5 .........Turkey Train ...................................$165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
Dec. 7 ....... Newport Mansions Christmas   ...... $110
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!

20% off hot dogs all week
Farmer Matt’s pork franks pack a satisfying 
crunch and smokey flavor. Grill these up in 
honor of National Hot Dog Day.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

CELEBRATING AN AMERICAN FAVORITE

Farmer Matt Hot Dogs
20% OFF with this coupon in-store 
or promo code “hotdogs” online.
Valid thru 7/21/24.

NATIONAL HOT DOG DAY
JULY 17

Buy 1 Get 1 Hot Dog 
All weekend (thru July 21)

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $449,900 – 276 BELCHERTOWN RD., WARENEW LISTING – $449,900 – 276 BELCHERTOWN RD., WARE
Experience serene living in this 
stunning 4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
colonial home, nestled on 6.23 
acres of wooded land. The modern 
kitchen features ample cabinets, 
premium appliances, and granite 
countertops. The spacious living 
room and dining room offer plenty of room for entertaining. Enjoy the 
outdoors with a backyard fire pit, 2-car garage, and walkout basement. 
Embrace sustainable living with a chicken coop and garden area. This 
home flawlessly blends modern amenities and natural surroundings, 
creating a peaceful oasis for those seeking a tranquil lifestyle.
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