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Cultural Council 
held children’s event 
and concert

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – The 
Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil held a Teddy Bear Picnic 
last Friday evening, wel-

coming children and their 
favorite stuffed animal for 
fun and games.

While enjoying a pic-
nic meal, the children also 
played a game of “Teddy 
Bear, Teddy Bear, Turn 
Around” and joined coun-
cil member Jeanne Lytle 
in a search for 24 carefully 
hidden Teddy Bears around 
the bandstand.

Participants were en-

couraged to either bring a 
picnic meal from home, or 
order one from the Smash-
ing Patties food truck, 
owned and operated by 
Nate Lundstrom.

Following the Teddy 
Bear Picnic, the Friday 
night concert series contin-
ued with a performance by 
the Moonlight Saints.

Other events planned 
by the Brookfield Cultur-

al Council include July 24 
from 6-8 p.m., concert by 
Triple Tribe Band; Aug. 1 
from 3:30-8 p.m., concert 
at Oakholm Farm lakeside 
by Coffey Anderson; Aug. 
7 from 6-8 p.m., concert by 
Glen Fant Band; Aug. 15 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 250th 
celebration/Freedomfest; 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Alida, age 6, attended the Teddy Bear Picnic with her mother Sonya. Alida brought her stuffed 
animal named Rainbow to the picnic.

Former BOH member 
Maureen Lepak resigns
Recall petition 
certified after 
departure

Staff Report

BROOKFIELD – For-
mer Brookfield Board of 
Health member and chair 
Maureen Lepak resigned 
from her elected position ef-
fective June 29, prior to the 
certification of signatures 
on a petition seeking her re-
call.

A recall effort had been 
initiated by resident Brad 
Kadelski, who circulat-
ed a petition containing a 
number of allegations con-
cerning Lepak’s conduct 
and tenure on the Board of 
Health.

Among other claims, the 
petition alleged that Lepak 
created a hostile environ-
ment, treated residents and 
businesses unfairly, contrib-
uted to resignations of town 
officials and employees, and 
pursued excessive regula-
tion. It also criticized her 
handling of public comment 
and enforcement matters.

Lepak has disputed those 
allegations and has stated 

that many of the claims can 
be evaluated against Board 
of Health meeting minutes, 
meeting recordings and oth-
er public records document-
ing the actions and votes of 
the Board.

On a website she created 
in response to the recall ef-
fort (www.01506.org), Lep-
ak addressed the allegations 
individually and encouraged 
residents to review the un-
derlying public records and 
complete meeting record-
ings. She has maintained 
that decisions attributed 
solely to her were, in many 
instances, actions or votes 
of the Board as a whole.

Lepak has also stated that 
her approach while serving 
on the Board was based on 
consistent enforcement of 
public health requirements 
and the principle that resi-
dents and businesses should 
be subject to the same rules 
without favoritism.

Regarding criticism that 
she did not permit public 
comment during a partic-
ular meeting, Lepak stated 
that public comment was 
not included on that meet-

Piper held the Teddy Bears she 
collected around the bandstand.

Teddy Bear picnic

Board appointed new Town Planner
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Aiden 
Adams was appointed to 
serve as Town Planner, fol-
lowing the upcoming retire-
ment of Jean Bubon. 

At the July 6 Select Board 
meeting, Town Adminis-
trator Robin Grimm said 
Adams was unanimously 
selected to the position, and 
currently works in Rhode 
Island. 

“I think he will do a great 
job,” Bubon said.

Bubon said there is a 
transition plan in place for 
Adams to take over the po-
sition.

Town Administrator’s re-
port

Grimm talked about the 
recent 250th celebration 

parade and festival. She 
credited the volunteers for 
making it a success, and she 
also thanked voters for ap-
proving funding for the cele-
bration, as well as state Rep. 
Todd Smola who secured an 
earmark. 

Grimm said she would 
like to offer a formal thank 
you to the volunteers at the 
July 20 Select Board meet-
ing.

“For volunteers to step 
up and do that amount of 
work is just tremendous,” 
she said.

Grimm also recognized 
town employee Leslie Wong 
for her participation, Old 
Sturbridge Village, and 
Lieutenant Larry Bateman 
and the Police Department 
for ensuring safety, and 
the Department of Public 
Works.

“A collective effort on a 
lot of parts,” she said. 

Fire Department report
Fire Chief John A. Gras-

so Jr. presented his May and 
June department reports to 
the Select Board.

During the month of 
May, the department re-
sponded to 233 emergency 
incidents, of which 148 were 
EMS patient encounters 
with 75% of those encoun-
ters resulting in transport to 
area hospitals.

“Our crews maintain an 
average response time of 
6 minutes and 12 seconds, 
with 74% of all of our emer-
gency responses arriving in 
under 8 minutes,” Grasso 
said. “I’m very proud of 

SB discusses potential charter school
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
–The Select Board met July 
7, where they discussed the 
possibility of bringing in a 
charter school to take over 
the property of the now 
closed West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School. 

The school closed after 
the 2025-2026 school year 
due to a failed override vote. 

Resident Denise Pont-
briand attended the Select 
Board meeting of June 23, 
saying there was a charter 
school in the state inter-
ested in expanding to West 
Brookfield. 

Pontbriand has not yet 
revealed the name of this 

school that has been in op-
eration for 31 years, since 
there was no official vote 
of interest taken by their 
board. She did not know the 
exact date a vote would be 
taken at the July 7 meeting, 
but said it would likely hap-
pen in early August.

Pontbriand had little in-
formation to give about the 
operations of the school, 
saying the estimated num-
ber of students is unknown, 
along with the grade range. 
She said students from West 
Brookfield would get some 
priority, but it would serve 
other towns.

She said it would be a lot-
tery system.

According to Pontbri-
and, she met with officials 
including Alyssa Hopkins, 

the assistant director of 
charter schools at the De-
partment of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
along with Erica Brown of 
the Massachusetts Public 
Charter Schools Associa-
tion. She said they are sup-
portive of the idea, and oth-
er charter schools’ testing 
scores are similar in low and 
high income areas.

Discussing the costs, 
Pontbriand said a team is 
in the process of setting up 
a non-profit to raise mon-
ey to set the school up, but 
did not know if  that money 
continues to come in after it 
is operational. Resident Do-
reen Piechota said there are 

Independence Day 
celebrated at Connie Mack Field

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The Independence Day 
celebration at Connie 
Mack Field took place this 
past weekend and was a 
celebration to remember. 

This annual community 
celebration is made possi-
ble by the efforts and co-
ordination of the Friends 
for the Community. This 
community group works 
in conjunction with the 
East Brookfield Fire Asso-
ciation to continue to of-
fer this annual celebration 
around Independence Day. 

President of the Friends 
for the Community, Holly 
Spahn, shared that the cel-
ebration in East Brookfield 
has been around for the 
last 75 years. The event has 
seen a lot of growth over 
the years as far as partici-
pation. 

The Friends for the 
Community Board and 
their volunteers recruited 
craft vendors, food trucks, 
entertainment and other 
enjoyable amenities. This 
year, for the first time in 
nearly 20 years, the Inde-
pendence Day Celebration 
welcomed a carnival at 
Connie Mack Field. 

The group providing 

carnival games, food, and 
rides was Rockwell Amuse-
ments. 

Prior to the fireworks, 
Spahn came up to the ga-
zebo at Connie Mack Field 
with her fellow Friends for 
the Community with a few 
announcements. The board 
consists of seven members 
who want to continue this 
celebration in the commu-
nity they grew up in. 

“We’re seven friends 
who grew up in East 
Brookfield, who didn’t 
want this tradition to die,” 
Spahn said. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Teagan, front, and Evelina are shown on the car ride at the carnival featured in this year’s Independence 
Day celebration in East Brookfield.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net
Read the Quaboag Current online at 

quaboagcurrent.turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Green Sisters per-
formed during the Con-
certs on the Common series 
hosted by the Friends of the 
Bandstand last Wednesday.

Concerts are held every 
Wednesday evening from 
7-9 p.m. throughout the 
summer.

Upcoming concerts in-
clude July 22, Dan Gabel 
and the Abeltones; July 29, 
The Deloreans; and Aug. 5, 
Disco Lemonade. 

For more information 
and updates on weather can-
cellations, follow “Friends 
of the West Brookfield 
Bandstand” on Facebook.

Summer concerts continue on Wednesdays
The Green Sisters performed for last Wednesday’s Concerts on the Common series. 	 TURLEY PHOTOS BY CAMREN ROBERTSON

A child played with a hula hoop 
during the concert.

Town Clerk lists Special 
Election information

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Town Clerk, Klaris-
sa Rose, announced that 
nomination papers are 
now available for the up-
coming Special Town 
Election to be held on 
Sept. 1. 

These papers must be 
filed with the Board of 
Registrars, in the Town 
Clerk’s office, for certifica-
tion on or before July 28 at 

5 p.m. Final day to with-
draw as a candidate is July 
30 at 5 p.m. 

Appearing on the ballot 
will be the following: Se-
lect Board member, two-
year term.

Last day to register to 
vote before the Special 
Town Election is Friday, 
Aug. 21 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
at the Town Clerk’s office 
at 2 East Main St.

East Brookfield summer 
concerts held Thursdays

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The East Brookfield 
Summer Concert Series 
presented by the East 
Brookfield Bandstand 
Committee will be held 
at Connie Mack Field on 
Thursday evenings from 
6-8 p.m.

Upcoming concerts 
include July 23, Big 
Gunz; July 30, Brookfield 

Rhythm; Aug. 6, 4 Ever 
Fab; Aug. 13, ‘Dentity Cri-
sis; and Aug. 20, Moon-
light Saints. 

This year’s Summer 
Concert Series sponsors 
include Howe Lumber, 
Audette’s Towing, Cul-
tural Council, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank, 
Lamoureux Ford and 
Klem’s. 

A large crowd filled the common to hear The Green Sisters perform.

Concerts on the Common 
continues on Saturdays

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – North Brook-
field Parks and Recreation, 
in conjunction with North 
Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil, will be hosting Con-
certs on the Common this 
summer season.  

A Mass Cultural Coun-
cil grant is making these 
concerts possible for all 
residents to enjoy.  

Dates and bands in-
clude July 25 from 6-8 p.m. 
– Sue Lyons, an acoustical 
guitar player and vocalist; 
Aug. 15 from 6-8 p.m. – 
Stan Matthews, country 
music with some excep-

tional Johnny Cash tunes; 
and Aug. 29 from 3-5 p.m. 
– the Superchargers, a fun 
rock and roll band.   

All concerts are free. 
Food will be available for 
purchase but folks are wel-
come to bring their own.    

Feel free to bring chairs, 
blankets, bug spray and 
sunscreen – whatever 
makes you comfortable.  

The playground is right 
on the common, located 
on Grove Street in town. 
There will also be games 
for families to enjoy and 
some surprise craft tables 
during some concerts.

Registration open for Alex Cordy 
memorial golf tournament

St. Carlo Acutis Parish, 
Brookfield/West Brook-
field/Warren, is having its 
9th Annual Alex Cordy 
Memorial Charity Golf 
Tournament at Quail Hol-
low Golf and Country 
Club, 1822 Old Turnpike 
Road, Oakham, on Satur-
day, Sept. 12. 

Registration begins at 
7:15 a.m., with a shotgun 
start at 8 a.m.

Alex Cordy was an in-
tegral part of the West 
Brookfield community for 
many years. In memory 
of his outstanding service 
to his community, his par-
ish and being a founding 
member of our Knights of 
Columbus Council 11080, 
this tournament will once 
again benefit the Youth 
Activities Fund to support 
the youth in the local com-

munity, a cause that was 
very important to Alex. 

The golf  tournament 
organizers were able to 
award two $1,000 scholar-
ships this past year from 
the proceeds of this event 
to two local high school se-
niors, as well as fund many 
other youth activities. 

Consider supporting 
this event by sponsoring 
or participating in the 
tournament individually 
or with a foursome. Tour-
nament raffle items and 
general donations to this 
event are always welcomed 
and appreciated.

Registration and spon-
sorships are now available 
for this tournament. To 
register, and for more in-
formation, please call 413-
813-8100 or email wally-
connor122@gmail.com. 
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Companies We Represent:
MAPFRE / Hanover / Safety / 
Quincy / Concord / and more!

Two Convenient Locations:
19 N. Main Street, Belchertown, MA  01007
(413) 323-9611 – info@bellandhudson.com

15 Central Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-4646 – info@bellandhudson.com

www.bellandhudson.com

All of us at Bell & Hudson 
wish you a 

Happy & Safe Summer!

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

ing’s agenda and that she 
supported holding a sepa-
rate public hearing where all 
interested residents would 
have an equal opportunity 
to participate.

In her June 29 resigna-
tion letter, Lepak stated that 
her decision to resign should 
not be viewed as validation 
of the allegations advanced 
in connection with the recall 
effort. She cited concerns re-
garding conflicts of interest 
and circumstances she be-
lieved had compromised the 
Board’s ability to provide 
consistent and impartial 
regulatory oversight.

The Brookfield Board of 
Registrars subsequently met 
on July 8 and certified 662 
signatures on the recall pe-
tition. According to Town 
Clerk Mike Seery, 576 valid 
signatures were required for 
the recall process to move 
forward.

The certification oc-
curred nine days after Lep-
ak’s resignation. Because 
Lepak had already left of-
fice, the recall process did 
not result in her removal 
from the Board of Health.

The Board of Health is 
expected to determine the 

next steps for filling the va-
cant position.

BROOKFIELD
 FROM PAGE 1

Lions host community 
service carnival to 
launch new club

WARREN – The pub-
lic is invited to experience 
the service, fellowship, and 
community spirit of Lions 
Clubs at the upcoming Li-
ons Service “Carnival” on 
Saturday, July 18 from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the St. Stan-
islaus Polish Club, South 
Street, West Warren, in 
conjunction with the Ware 
Lions.

The family-friendly 
event will showcase the 
many ways Lions Clubs 
serve their communities 
while offering a day of fun 
activities, food, and enter-
tainment for all ages.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to learn about 
Lions Club membership 
and community service 
programs, as well as par-
ticipate in free eye screen-
ings. Children can enjoy a 
bounce house and games, 
while complimentary re-
freshments – including 
snow cones, cotton candy, 
popcorn, hot dogs and wa-
ter – will be available for 
children while supplies last.

A highlight of the day 
will be a Cornhole Tour-
nament beginning at noon. 
Registration and warm-up 
activities start at 11 a.m. 
The entry fee is $20 per 
person, with cash prizes 
awarded to top competi-
tors. 

Participants may regis-
ter in advance through the 
Scoreholio app or sign up 
on the day of the tourna-
ment. All proceeds from 
the tournament will benefit 
local veterans.

“This event is a way we 
can make the community 
aware of what the Lions 
have to offer the commu-
nity, and it is also part of 
a membership drive with 
the hopes of starting a new 
club in Warren,” said Curt 
Jameson, past district gov-
ernor of Lions Clubs Dis-
trict 33A and chair of the 
event.

The event is open to 
the public and admission 
is free. For more informa-
tion, contact Jameson at 
curt6203@gmail.com.

Sturbridge awarded $500,000 MassTrails grant
STURBRIDGE – The 

Sturbridge Trails Commit-
tee was awarded a $500,000 
MassTrails grant for the 
469a Trail & Bridge proj-
ect. 

The award was an-
nounced at the annual 
Mass Trails Grant cere-
mony held in Clinton. This 
grant will fund a portion 
of  the $2 million project 
that will construct a shared 
use path from 501 Main 
St. to the Riverlands, in-
stalling a bridge to cross 
the Quinebaug River and 
a boardwalk over the his-

toric canal that took water 
from the river to the former 
“auger shop” on Route 20.

This project was first en-
visioned over 20 years ago 
as a part of  the town wide 
goal of  connecting neigh-
borhoods too our open 
space properties.  

Attending the ceremony 
to receive the grant were 
Trails Committee mem-
bers Fritz Reeve and Tom 
Chamberland.  Both were 
instrumental in completing 
and submitting the grant 
application. 

Town Administrator 

Robin Grimm said of  the 
award, “I am excited to 
announce this grant award 
and the tireless efforts of 
the Sturbridge Trails Com-
mittee in achieving this 
grant towards the bridge 
project recently voted at 
the town meeting. This 
bridge will connect the 
trails system to our park-
ing lot in the commercial 
retail district giving trail 
users access to and from 
our restaurants and small 
retail shops on Route 20. 
This money will directly 
offset the costs approved 

by the Town Meeting from 
the CPC funds freeing up 
that amount for future 
CPC projects” 

Trails Committee Chair, 
Brandon Goodwin add-
ed, “This trail and bridge 
project will complete a key 
connection of  the River-
lands and Grand Trunk 
Trail to our Route 20 com-
mercial and residential ar-
eas, a major goal of  our 
trails master plan.” 

Construction is expect-
ed to start in the fall of 
2026 and be completed in 
late summer 2027. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Accepting the certificate of award of the MassTrails grant are shown from left, Garcia Guadalupe, MassTrails Grant Coordinator; Fritz Reeve and 
Tom Chamberland, Sturbridge Trails Committee; and Amanda Lewis, MassTrails Program Director. 

Tournament
to be held by 
Sons of A.L.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Sons of the American Le-
gion, Post 244, West Brook-
field is hosting its 21st Annu-
al “Scholarship Scramble” 
Golf Tournament on Satur-
day, Aug. 8 at Quail Hollow 
Country Club in Oakham. 

The 18-hole tournament 
will have a 8 a.m. shotgun 
start. Chicken dinner, raf-
fles and prizes to follow at 
the Legion Post 244 in West 
Brookfield.

The registration fee is 
$120 per person and must 
be received by Aug. 1. To 
register, contact Kevin at 
774-230-3262 or Gary at 
508-450-8643.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Registration is 
now open for the 2026 
Brookfields Lions Club 
golf  tournament, accord-
ing to event chair, Marc 
Kokansky.

The annual event is 
taking place on Satur-
day, Aug. 22 at the Quail 
Hollow Country Club, 
1822 Old Turnpike Road, 
Oakham. The four-person 
scramble tournament be-
gins with registration at 
noon, followed by a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 
per golfer, which includes 
18 holes of  golf, cart, skins 
competition, closest-to-
the-pin contests and a 
meal following the tour-
nament at Quail Hollow 
Country Club. 

Proceeds from the tour-
nament will benefit the 
Brookfields Lions Club’s 
charitable programs and 
community service proj-
ects throughout the area. 
Through fundraising 

events such as this tour-
nament, the club supports 
local organizations and 
individuals while carrying 
out the Lions’ mission of 
serving those in need.

To register a team or 
obtain additional infor-
mation, contact Kokansky 
at 508-847-9843. Registra-
tion is open now through 
Aug. 15.

About the Lions Club
As the world’s largest, 

youngest and most active 
service organization, the 
mission of  Lions Clubs In-
ternational is to empower 
volunteers to serve their 
communities, meet hu-
manitarian needs, encour-
age peace, and promote 
international understand-
ing. 

Members of  the Brook-
fields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and sup-
port in the communities of 
Brookfield, East Brook-
field, North Brookfield, 
West Brookfield, and New 
Braintree.

Registration open for Lions 
Club golf tournament

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Obituary 
Policy

Quaboag Current

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

I must admit that I feel 
unmotivated in the flower 
garden this summer. It took 
me forever to sow my seeds, 
and even longer to install 
the resulting plants.  

The seedlings finally 
went into the ground 
a good two weeks af-
ter Memorial Day 
(gasp!) but they are 
making up for lost 
time despite my bad 
attitude! Just last 
week the first bouquet 
graced the kitchen win-
dowsill.  

In a few weeks I will have 
a collection of different vas-
es filled with flowers in that 
very spot; it’s something I 
look forward to doing every 
summer. But if  I am going 
to have flowers to fill the 
vases, I have to keep up with 
maintenance.  

It’s not enough to sit 
back and watch them grow. 

Here is some great advice 
worth repeating that will 
help to keep summer annu-
als looking their best.

Deadhead
Most annuals will con-

tinue to bloom abundantly 
if  they are deadheaded on 
a regular basis. Deadhead-
ing is an entertaining term 
used to define the removal 
of spent flowers.

You see, a plant produc-
es flowers for one purpose:  
to survive. Once a flower 
has been pollinated it will 
produce seed, seed that will 
grow future plants.  

If  a plant has produced 
enough flowers that have 
gone to seed it will consid-
er its job to be done, flower 
production will cease and it 
will begin to decline.  

By deadheading, we keep 
the plant in reproductive 
mode, in other words, in 
flower! When you remove 
dying blossoms, make sure 
to pinch off  the entire flow-
er, not just the petals, or it 
will do no good. Include 
the stem as well to keep the 
plant tidy. 

Petunias, marigolds, zin-

nias and salvia, among oth-
ers, are examples of plants 
that require regular dead-
heading to look their best 
throughout the growing sea-
son.

Shear them back to
 encourage new growth  
Some annuals start to 

get a leggy appearance 
about now. Others may have 
brown tips.  These plants re-
quire more drastic measures 
to bring back their youthful 
good looks. 

Give them a good hair-
cut. Simply look within 
the plant and find healthy, 
green growth.  Cut calendu-
las, pansies and snapdragon 
back to that point. 

Alyssum or lobelia can 
often be sheared to within 
inches of the ground.  

Don’t worry; they won’t 
look bad for long! You can 
jump start regrowth with a 
bit of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants  
Occasionally, even plants 

that are well fertilized at 
planting time begin to have 
issues. If  foliage is pale and 
flower production is nil, pull 
back the bark mulch and 
sprinkle some organic fertil-
izer granules at the base of 
each plant.  

Cultivate gently and
 water in.

You can also use a wa-
ter soluble liquid fertilizer 
every couple of weeks. If  
going natural is your cup of 
tea, make some!  

Compost or manure tea 
has long been used to keep 
growth lush. Steep a burlap 
bag of either compost or 
aged manure in a large trash 
bucket filled with water 
and use as needed.  Smaller 

batches can be made right in 
a watering can.  

Likewise, there are nu-
merous blends of seaweed 
and fish emulsion on the 
market that can be watered 
in or used as a foliar feed. 

Water, water, water  
If  Mother Nature 

fails to provide at 
least an inch of rain 
each week, then un-

fortunately we must 
make up the difference. It is 

so easy to forget to perform 
this very obvious mainte-
nance task, especially when 
we are busy doing other 
things.  

If  we are negligent often 
enough, however, our plants 
will suffer.  

Sometimes pale green 
foliage is a nitrogen defi-
ciency from simply a lack 
of water. When you water 
the garden, remember to do 
so in the early morning, if  
possible, to avoid evapora-
tion.  

Early evening is another 
good option, but try to get 
the job done with enough 
time for the foliage to dry 
before darkness sets in.  

Deep waterings twice a 
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The 
former will promote deep, 
penetrating roots and future 
drought tolerance.  

Well-watered, well-fed 
and well-groomed annuals 
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms 
for another two months or 
more – well worth the effort 
for vases of flowers on the 
windowsill!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

An endless supply of 
flowers for the windowsill

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Black and white warbler
My daughter, Paula, 

saw a black and white war-
bler and as the name im-
plies it has black and white 
feathers.

The black and white 
warbler is easy to spot and 
easy to recognize. Its for-
mer name was the black 
and white creeper. Like 
the white-breasted and 
red-breasted nuthatches 
and the brown creeper, it 
climbs about on the trunks 
and major limbs of trees 
seeking insects in the bark 
crevices. It often feeds low, 
and nests even lower, usu-
ally on the ground.

This warbler inhabits 
forests, woodlands, shrubs, 
Savannas, and thickets 
from Alaska and the north, 
California, eastern Cana-
da, Florida, Great Lakes, 
mid Atlantic, New En-
gland, northwest, Plains, 
Rocky Mountains, south-
east, southwest, Texas and 
Western Canada.

Spring migration begins 
rather early and takes place 
mainly at night. Migration 
is spread over a lengthy 
period in both spring and 
fall. 

The sexes are similar 
and are about 4.3 to 5.1 
inches long. The black and 
white warbler feather pat-
tern is stripes, white cen-
tral crown stripe and black 
streaks on back and sides. 

The adult male has 
black throat and cheeks 
and the female and young 
paler or whitish there. 

Their song is a thin, 
high-pitched, monoto-
nous “weesy-weesy-weesy-
weesy” like a squeaky 
wheelbarrow. The call is a 
chirp or chip.

The black and white 
warbler breeds in mature 
or second-growth forests, 
deciduous and mixed. 
Males arrive on breeding 
grounds in late April, be-
fore the females. 

During courtship, a 
male chases female, with 
much singing and flutter-
ing. The female lays five 
creamy white eggs fleck-
ed with brown in a cup 
shaped nest on the ground 
or less than than two feet 
above under dead leaves or 
limbs or against a shrub or 
tree. They are commonly 

parasitized by cowbirds.
Both parents feed the 

young and the young leave 
the nest in eight to 12 days 
after hatching. The young 
are able to fly well.

Adapted to creeping 
along limbs and on tree 
trunks to feed, they forage 
on dormant insects from 
tree trunks and branches in 
early spring.  They switch 
body from side to side at 
each hop while foraging. 
Sometimes, they fly out af-
ter insects in the air.

They eats primarily in-
sects. It feeds on a wide va-
riety of caterpillars includ-
ing those of spongy moth, 
beetles including bark 
beetles, click beetles, and 
wood borers, ants, flies, 
bugs, leafhoppers, aphids 
and other insects, spiders 
and daddy longlegs.

Massachusetts Audubon 
sightings

Unusual bird sightings 
reported in late June to 
the Massachusetts Audu-
bon Society included swal-
low-tailed kites in Mash-
pee, a Mississippi kite in 
Harwich and a Franklin’s 
gull and two royal terns in 
Provincetown.

Central Massachusetts 
sightings in the Ware Riv-
er watershed included: a 
great blue heron, belted 
kingfisher, yellow-bellied 
sapsucker, two northern 
flickers, two eastern wood 
pewees, two alder flycatch-
ers, two least flycatchers, 
three eastern Phoebes, four 
great crested flycatchers 
and two eastern kingbirds, 
a yellow-throated vireo, a 
blue-headed vireo, six war-
bling vireos, 110 red-eyed 
vireos, a common raven, 
two red-breasted nuthatch-
es, two house wrens an 
eastern bluebird, 43 veery, 
a hermit thrush, a wood 
thrush, 34 gray catbirds 
and four cedar waxwings.

Also reported were a 
blue-winged warbler, four 
yellow warblers, seven 
chestnut sided warblers,, 
three black-throated war-
blers, three green warblers, 
a Blackburnian warbler, 
seven pine warbles, on 
prairie warbler, three black 
and white warblers; two 
redstarts, 56 ovenbirds, 28 
yellow-throated warblers, 
a Canada warbler, nine 
scarlet tanagers, six east-
ern towhees, a field spar-
row, three swamp sparrow, 
a rose-breasted grosbeak, 
four indigo buntings, two 
bobolinks and three red 
crossbills..  

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

Why can’t I get a lump sum 
death benefit from my wife?
Dear Rusty: 

My wife passed away in 
September 2025 at age 64. 

We had been married for 
43 years and started collect-
ing benefits when I turned 
62 and she was 63. She did 
not have enough work cred-
its to claim her own SS and 
thus collected on my record. 
SSA told me that I was not 
entitled to receive the lousy 
$255 death benefit because 
my wife was collecting on my 
work record. Is this correct? 

Signed: Grieving Widower
 
Dear Grieving: 

We extend our sincere 
condolences on your wife’s 
passing. 

But I must tell you that 
what the Social Security 
Administration told you is 
correct. 

Although we often see 
assertions that the so-called 
“one-time lump sum death 
benefit” is always paid, 
there are specific rules for 
when that admittedly small 
SS benefit is available. And 
there are also specific rules 
regarding who is eligible to 
receive it.  

Essentially, the lump sum 
death benefit is paid when 
the deceased person was 
collecting Social Security re-
tirement benefits or at least 
entitled to SS retirement 
benefits. And that one-time 

lump sum death benefit usu-
ally goes to the deceased 
person’s surviving spouse, 
more on that later. 

But for the death benefit 
to be paid, the deceased per-
son must have been collect-
ing Social Security retire-
ment benefits or was at least 
entitled to SS retirement 
benefits. 

In your specific case, 
because your wife was not 
eligible for her own SS re-
tirement benefit and was, 
instead, just collecting a 
spousal benefit from your 
SS record, you unfortunate-
ly are not able to collect the 
lump-sum death benefit as 
your wife’s surviving spouse. 
So, what you were told by 
Social Security about this 
special survivor benefit is, 
indeed, correct.

For information, here is 
a bit more on who can col-
lect the SS death benefit: the 
one-time lump sum death 
benefit is normally paid to 
the eligible surviving spouse 
of a deceased person, who 
was collecting Social Secu-
rity. 

But if  there is no sur-

viving spouse to receive 
the onetime payment, the 
death benefit may be paid to 
someone else who was also a 
dependent of the deceased. 
That might be a minor sur-
viving child or a surviving 
adult disabled child, who 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

See SOCIAL SECURITY 
PAGE 10

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/16-7/22/267/16-7/22/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
71/90 CT1 LB. BAG  ............................  

USDA INSP. FROZEN MATLAWS

STUFFED CLAMS 20 OZ ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIE DOUGH PIE 22 OZ .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS 10 LB. BAG 

$222
lb

lb

 
$900

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

GENOA SALAMI ............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
POR RIBS ..............................

lb

lb
$299

$399

$187

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

$289
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

75¢

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN .................................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BOURBON BBQ 
MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$599

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB. BAG10 LB. BAG

$699

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................
$455

lb lb
$899

BEEF SHORT RIBS
FLANK STYLE

 

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

GGreat on reat on 
the Grillthe Grill

GGreat for reat for 
Salads!Salads!

lb

2/

JOB ALERT
NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists
• Must be dependable, 
professional and able to 
meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat 
rate by story and photo

Send writing samples 
with resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to 
pouimette@turley.com

• Produce news and/or feature 
stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.

www.turley.com

Aug. 21 from 6-8 p.m., con-
cert by Chuck N Mud; Sept. 
26 from noon-4 p.m., It’s 
a Small Town Thing/Stars 
Hollow Fest 2026; Oct. 24 at 
5 p.m., Pumpkinfest; Nov. 7 
from 6-8 p.m. in the Library 
Annex barn, Johnny Cash: 
Songs & Stories; Dec. 5 
from 3-5 p.m. in the Library 
Annex barn, Wreath Mak-
ing Class; and Dec. 5 at 5 
p.m., Annual Tree Lighting. 

All events are held on the 
common unless otherwise 
noted. 

In celebration of the na-
tion’s 250th anniversary, the 
council will host Brookfield 
Freedomfest on Saturday, 
Aug. 15 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
All are welcome to come an 
“party like it’s 1776” on the 
common.

There will be perfor-
mances throughout the day, 
including Spooner Well 
from 10 a.m.-noon; African 
Dance from noon-1 p.m.; 
Haphazard Jazz from 1-3 
p.m.; Paras Project from 3-5 
p.m.; and East Coast Soul 

from 5-7 p.m.
In the Children’s Corner, 

Julie’s Music and Move-
ment will be held from 10:30 
a.m.-noon.

Activities and games in-
clude Colonial games, hair 
tinsel, sand art, face paint-
ing, American Flag T-shirt 
making, touch-a-truck and 

a maze organized by Scout 
Troop 238.

There will also be ven-
dors, food and beverages 
offered by Fiore Café, BCC 
Hot Dogs, Angry Panda, 
Wandering Buzz, Oakholm 
Brewing Co., Deep Roots 
Distillery, Brimfield Win-
ery, Smashing Patties, Thee 

Taco Dude and Nayomy’s 
Small Bites. 

Visual displays and in-
teractive art include Blair 
House Blooms, Common-
wealth Vintage Dancers, 
graffiti art, Tumbao Latin 
Dance, caricature artist, 
armed services, National 
Guard Lancers, Brookfield 

Orchards and the Library 
Annex Museum.  

There will be contests for 
the “Best Colonial/Amer-
icana Attire” and “Best 
American (Red, White and 

Blue) Dessert.”
For more information 

and up-to-date information 
about these events, follow 
“Brookfield Cultural Coun-
cil” on Facebook. 

TEDDY BEAR PICNIC
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Cultural Council member Jeanne Lytle led children in a game of “Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Turn Around” during the Teddy Bear Picnic held on the 
common this past Friday evening.

Harper, age 7, was joined at the Teddy Bear Picnic by her sister Maddie 
DeCelle and her stuffed animal named Max.

Smashing Patties food truck offered a variety of handcrafted burgers 
to picnic and concert attendees. Smashing Patties is owned by Nate 
Lundstrom (left). 

Piper, age 2, attended the Teddy Bear Picnic with her parents, Dallas and Connor McTigue.

Maggie the Clown made balloon-twisted hats for children.

Harper and Alida searched for Teddy Bears together.

The Moonlight Saints performed on the bandstand last Friday evening. This concert series is presented by 
the Brookfield Cultural Council.
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autumnautumn
2026

SEPTEMBER 2026

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Fall Foliage

Scenic Tours

Apple Orchards

Family Fun

Pumpkin Patches

Local Autumn
Activities,
Day Trips &
Family Fun

Your Guide for

magazine

Place your adPlace your ad
in New England’sin New England’s

Autumn Activity GuideAutumn Activity Guide
ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 20ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 20

Reserve Your Ad Today! Call 413.283.8393

The Friends of the Com-
munity thanked all the sup-
port throughout the com-
munity they have gotten 
leading up to the Indepen-
dence Day celebration. The 
event was supported by nu-
merous businesses, town de-
partments, and community 
members who come togeth-
er to celebrate community 
and the birth of the U.S., 
which is now 250 years old. 

Spahn and her fellow 

Friends for the Communi-
ty would lead the packed 
crowd on Connie Mack 
Field in a countdown to the 
fireworks to conclude the 
Independence Day Celebra-
tion. 

There was a concert 
during the celebration as 
guests gathered at Con-
nie Mack Field to listen to 
the classic rock band, She’s 
Busy. This talented group 
played many classic rock 
covers, including songs by 
U2 and the Rolling Stones. 

The carnival was a new 

addition to this year’s Inde-
pendence Day celebration, 
and included food trucks, 
games, prizes and rides. 

Guests also shopped lo-
cally as craft vendors were 
set at Connie Mack Field. 
One vendor, Tiger Spirit 
Martial Arts of Spencer, 
had an obstacle course set 
up for kids to enjoy. 

Bri’s Sweet Treats were 
set up and had free samples 
and desserts for sale. The 
Friends for the Communi-
ty was operating under the 
Connie Mack Snack Shack 

Earlier in the day, the 
East Brookfield Indepen-
dence Day celebration 
featured the Boat Parade 
on Lake Lashaway, which 
was organized by the Lake 
Lashaway Lake Associa-
tion. The parades continued 
in East Brookfield with the 
Kids Wheels parade and the 
Main Parade featuring a lot 
of patriotic floats. 

For more information, 
follow the Friends for the 
Community on Facebook, 
“FFTC (Friends for the 
Community.” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Independence Day was celebrated in East Brookfield with festivities taking place at Connie Mack Field. 

Michael made his way down the fun slide. 

A fun ring toss game called “Ring A Duck.” 

The dragon-themed roller coaster was enjoyed at the carnival, provided by Rockwell Amusements. 

A 3D print of Uncle Sam’s hat commemorated the 250th anniversary 
of the U.S.

Sensei Jamie Nelson of Tiger Spirit Martial Arts in Spencer set up a fun obstacle course at Connie Mack 
Field.

The carnival featured a lot of fun games including Milk Can Toss. 



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com   I  July 17, 2026  PAGE 7

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

 SOUTH HADLEY – 
Last Thursday evening, 
Here for Beer scored a big 
win over Monson Mustangs 
5-0 in Women’s summer soc-
cer action. The two teams 
were in a key matchup with 

both teams near the top of 
the Women’s Division in 
the PVSSL. Here for Beer 
is now alone in second place 
at 6-1 while Monson is now 
5-2 heading into the final 
weeks of the regular season.

Cassie Ash-
well sends a 
pass away.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Shean Smith socks a free kick away.

Gwen Duggan makes a pass to-
ward midfield.

Martine Worrall-Turgeon eyes a 
teammate up the field.

Taryn Carriveau turns play around after taking possession.

Here for Beer shuts out Monson Mustangs

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The mem-
bers of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers gathered for a 
team photo before kicking 
off  their regularseason fi-
nale against rival Vermont 
Green FC last Friday 
night.

Having been eliminated 
from the USL League 2 
playoffs for the first time 
since 2018, the Pioneers 
were hoping to end Ver-
mont Green’s long unbeat-
en streak.

The Pioneers overcame 
a 2-0 halftime deficit to 
tie the score early in the 
second half, but Vermont 
Green stretched their un-
beaten streak to 37 match-
es following a 4-2 victory 
before a large crowd at Lu-
sitano Stadium.

“Our main goal was to 
make the playoffs, which 
we’ve been able to do every 
year since 2018,” said Pio-
neers head coach Federi-
co Molinari. “We battled 
back in the second half, 
but it just wasn’t enough.”

Vermont Green (13-0-
1), who are the defending 
USL League 2 champi-
ons, haven’t suffered a loss 
since a 3-0 setback against 
Seacoast United in the 
2024 Eastern Conference 
semifinals.

Alfred Baafi, who com-
pleted his first season 
playing for the Pioneers, 
was a member of the Sea-
coast United squad, which 
wound up winning the Na-
tional championship title, 
two years ago.  

“We really wanted to 
beat our rivals in tonight’s 
game,” said Baafi, who 

led the Pioneers with four 
assists. “It was a great 
feeling after my Seacoast 
team beat them in the 
playoffs two years ago. I 
really enjoyed playing for 
the Pioneers this summer. 
My dream is to play for a 
professional soccer team.”

One of the Pioneers 
veteran players is Santiago 
Blasco Gomez, who was 
the team captain.

“This is my third season 
playing for the Pioneers 
and I love this place,” Go-
mez said. “We’ve made the 
playoffs the past two years, 
which was an amazing ex-
perience. It’s disappoint-
ing not making it this year. 
I’m hoping to play here 
again next year.”

Gomez, who’s from 
Alborache, Spain, was a 
graduate student on the 
Bryant University men’s 

Vermont Green hands 
Pioneers defeat

Alfred Baafi approaches the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Ronan O’Brien heads past midfield.

Shun Murasawa sends a free 
kick away.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE— Since 
1995, the PeoplesBank base-
ball team has built a dynasty 
in the Tri-County League, 
capturing 21 championship 
titles, including each of the 
last 13 seasons. 

The St. Joseph’s Saints, 
who are looking to win the 
TCL championship title for 
the first time in two decades, 
are determined to knock 
PeoplesBank from its perch 
this summer.

In a span of 48 hours last 
week, the Saints celebrated 
two victories in the rivalry 
series.

St. Joseph’s traveled 
to Mackenzie Stadium in 
Holyoke last Wednesday 
night and defeated Peoples-
Bank, 10-5, which kept them 
in first place in the league 
standings.

“We’ve faced Peoples 
in the championship series 
the past couple of years, 
and they’ve gotten the best 
of us,” said St. Joe’s short-
stop Devin Slattery, who 
had a base hit and scored 
three runs in last Wednes-
day’s game. “We beat them 
in a regular season game 
last year and they’re a great 
team. We’re also outstand-
ing team this year and we’re 

trying to win the champion-
ship title.”

St. Joe’s entered this 
week’s action with a 13-3 
overall record, while Peoples 
had an 11-3-1 mark.

“We made a couple of 
mental errors in tonight’s 
game,” said Peoples play-
er/manager Joe Ferry. “We 
out hit them, but we left too 
many runners on base. It’s a 
frustrating loss. 

Peoples, who fired a 6–0 
shutout victory in the first 
meeting of the regular sea-
son between the teams, 
never held the lead in last 
Wednesday’s game.

The visitors took a 3-0 
lead against lefty James Fla-
hive in the top of the second 
inning.

After loading the bases 
with no outs, St. Joe’s sec-
ond baseman Greg Vouros, 
who’s the Athletic Director 
at Westfield High School, 
grounded into a double play 
plating the game’s first run. 
First baseman Dillon

Slattery, who singled to 
center, and his older brother, 
Devin, (walk) both crossed 
the plate on an errant throw 

by the catcher that bounced 
into left field.

“I believe baseball games 
are won and loss on the bas-
es,” said Devin Slattery, who 
played for Peoples for one 
season before moving to St. 
Joe’s. “We put some pres-
sure on them in the second 
inning, and they made a 
throwing error.”

Dillon Slattery, who fin-
ished the game with two 
base hits and scored three 

See PI)ONEERS PAGE 8

St. Joe’s grabs win over PeoplesBank

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Jack Feltovic sends a pitch away

Johnny Gegestkas connects on a base hit.

James Flahive delivers a pitch for 
PeoplesBank

Dillon Slattery makes the catch at first for an out.

See TRI-COUNTY PAGE 8
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

soccer team a year ago.  
The Pioneers, who fin-

ished their season with an 
8-3-3 overall record, hav-
en’t beaten their archrivals 
from Burlington since a 
1-0 road win on June 17, 
2023.

Vermont Green, who 
are hosting the first two 
rounds of the playoffs this 
weekend, now holds a 4-3-
2 edge in the series against 
the Western Mass. squad.

Vermont Green took 
the lead when Samson 
Kpardeh sent a pass from 
the left side into the box 
where Jeremy Fancou fired 
a shot into the right corner 
past Western Mass. goalie 
Ben Alexander during the 
24th minute of the open-
ing half.

Fancou scored his sec-
ond goal seven minutes 
later, which was assisted 
by Ryan Zellefrow.

The score was 2-0 at in-
termission.

Nine minutes into the 
second half, the Pioneers 

sliced their deficit in half  
following a corner kick 
goal.

Ronan O’Brien boot-
ed the ball into the box 
from the left corner. Af-
ter the ball was headed 
by Dylan Hunston, Riley 
Priddy put another head-
er into the left corner past 
Vermont Green back-up 
goalie Seth Wilson.

During the 59th min-
ute, Martin Echarren 
booted a free kick into 
the right corner tying the 
score at 2-2. It was also his 
team leading seventh goal 
of the season.

Vermont Green retook 
the lead following a goal 
by Kpardeh during the 
74th minute.

Another goal by 
William Sawin during 
stoppage time sent the 
Vermont Green rowdy 
supporters into a frenzy.

The Pioneers will be 
looking to qualify for the 
league playoffs, and they’ll 
also be looking to cele-
brate a victory against the 
Vermont Green during the 
summer of 2027. 

PIONEERS
 FROM PAGE 7

runs, and his older brother 
were teammates on the Ware 
varsity baseball team for a 
couple of years.

Peoples first baseman 
Cam Rivest, who’s the var-
sity baseball coach at Lud-
low High School, led off  the 
bottom of the second with 

a line-drive single into left 
field before scoring on a wild 
pitch.

With two outs in the top 
of the fourth inning, third 
baseman Joey DeMichele 
(3-for-4) delivered a two-run 
single into centerfield, which 
increased St.Joe’s lead to 5-1.

St. Joe’s scored five more 
runs in the following frame 

with the benefit of only one 
base hit.

Right fielder Brian Hayes, 
who was hit-by-a-pitch, and 
Dillon Slattery (Walk) both 
scored on wild pitches.

Centerfielder Jacob 
Hayes drove home another 
run with a sacrifice fly. An-
other sacrifice fly by leftfield-
er Mark Jodoin scored two 

more runs.
PeoplesBank battled back 

against righty relief  pitcher 
Jack Feltovic, who wound 
up as the winning pitcher, 
during the final three in-
nings.

Feltovic replaced lefty 
starter Jackson Hayes on the 
mound with two outs in the 
fourth inning. He allowed 
four runs on eight hits.

With two-outs in the bot-
tom of the fifth, third base-
man Cam McDonald drew 
a bases loaded walk cutting 
Peoples deficit to 10-2.

After scoring another run 
in the sixth, Peoples catcher 
Pete Hogan knocked home 
two runs with two outs in the 
seventh. 

The home team couldn’t 
get any closer than five runs, 
as Feltovic ended the game 
with a groundball out.

Fueled by a complete 
game performance from 
Monson’s Trey Yesu, St. 
Joe’s posted an 8-5 home vic-
tory in last Friday’s contest 
against the Bankers.

Yesu, who was the ace of 
the Bridgewater State Uni-
versity pitching staff  the past 
couple of years, allowed five 
runs on 12 hits with eight 
strikeouts and just one walk. 
He threw 108 pitches.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to face each other again 
in a make-up game before 
the end of the regular sea-
son.

TRI COUNTY
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those numbers.”
Grasso said the depart-

ment also completed over 50 
fire prevention inspections 
in May, including commer-
cial occupancies, residential 
inspections and lodging fa-
cilities.

“This helps to ensure that 
businesses and homes re-
main compliant with all the 
fire safety codes and regula-
tions,” he said.

Grasso said mutual aid 
response continues to “play 
a critical role” in the depart-
ment’s emergency response. 
The department provided 
mutual aid to neighbor-
ing communities 19 times 
during the month of May 
and received mutual aid 37 
times. 

In June, the department 
responded to 212 emergency 
incidents, bringing the year-

to-date total to 1,273. 
Grasso said medical 

emergencies continue to be 
the majority of all respons-
es, with 136 EMS patient 
encounters in June. He 
said 74% of these patients 
required transport to area 
hospitals, and about 21% 
were evaluated but not 
transported.

Average response time 
during the month of June 
was 5 minutes and 50 sec-
onds, and 79% of emergen-
cy response times were less 
than 8 minutes.

Over 40 fire prevention 
inspections were conduct-
ed, including fire drills in 
schools.

The department provided 
mutual aid 20 times and re-
ceived it 23 times.

“Overall, the depart-
ment continues to manage 
a demanding workload 
while delivering exception-

al emergency response, fire 
prevention and public safety 
services to the residents and 
visitors of Sturbridge,” he 
said.

Grasso thanked the 
members of the department 
for their “professionalism, 
dedication, and unwavering 
commitment to serving our 
community every day.”

Appointments
The board appointed 

David Tetreault to serve as 
a part-time firefighter/para-
medic on the Fire Depart-
ment.

“Dave brings extensive 
fire and emergency medical 
services experiences to our 
department,” Grasso said. 
“His background reflects a 
longstanding commitment 
to providing exceptional 
emergency care and serving 
his community.”

Grasso said Tetreault is 

the EMS captain with the 
Holland Fire Department, 
and he is a nationally reg-
istered and Massachusetts 
certified paramedic.

Tetreault has also held 
leadership positions with 
Action Ambulance. 

“His combination of 
leadership experience, ad-
vanced clinical experience 
and operation knowledge 
will provide an immediate 
benefit to the Sturbridge 
Fire Department and fur-
ther strengthen our abili-
ty to deliver high-quality 
emergency services to our 
residents,” Grasso said. 

Tetreault had previously 
served on the Fire Depart-
ment in 2025. 

The board also appoint-
ed Kenneth Massaro as a 
part-time firefighter/EMT 
on the department.

Grasso said Massaro has 
nearly 10 years in fire service 

experience and has served 
on the Shrewsbury Fire De-
partment. He is certified as 
Firefighter I and II, Hazmat 
Operations Responder and 
EMT Basic.

“His experience serving 
one of the region’s busiest 
fire departments provides 
him with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to immedi-
ately contribute to our emer-
gency response capabilities,” 
Grasso said. “His proven 
experience, dedication to the 
fire service and commitment 
to protecting the public will 
make him an immediate as-
set to our department.”

Drew Wright, a lifelong 
resident and recent Tanta-
squa Regional High School 
graduate, was appointed to 
serve as an on-call firefight-
er.

Grasso said Wright dis-
tinguished himself  in the 
Tantasqua Fire Academy, 

and recently completed an 
internship with the Fire De-
partment.

“He consistently demon-
strated professionalism, ma-
turity, a strong work ethic 
and an eagerness to learn,” 
he said. 

Other appointments
Jason Knott was appoint-

ed to a term on the Histori-
cal Commission through 
July 6, 2029; Michael Jones 
on the Special Events Com-
mittee through July 6, 2028; 
and Richard Paradise on the 
Trails Committee through 
July 6, 2029. 

Donation
The board accepted a do-

nation of $500 from John 
McCabe to the Fire De-
partment for its life-saving 
response during his wife’s 
heart attack.

STURBRIDGE
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Tire pressure 

measurement
  4. Request
  7. Clairvoyance
 10. 007’s creator
 11. Adult male
 12. God of battle 

(Scandinavian)
 13. Cloths spread over a 

coffin
 15. Breeze through
 16. Ladyfish genus
 19. We all take them
 21. Earl’s jurisdiction
 23. Members of U.S. Navy
 24. Rummy-like card 

game
 25. Affected by injury
 26. Member of a Semitic 

people
 27. Withdrew from a 

union
 30. Woman’s cloak
 34. Spanish river

 35. Prohibit
 36. Something you can 

take
 41. Dish soap brand
 45. Ottoman military 

commanders
 46. Ancient Italian-Greek 

colony
 47. Makes somber
 50. Discuss again
 54. A tool to inject
 55. Support
 56. Informal term for 

money
 57. Catch doing 

something wrong
 59. Prehistoric people
 60. Large African 

antelope
 61. Vehicle
 62. Georgia rockers
 63. High resolution 

microscope
 64. Pitching statistic
 65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indoor plant
  2. Marketable
  3. Rather
  4. Collected
  5. A bag-like structure 

in a plant or animal
  6. Irish hip-hop trio
  7. Ageless
  8. Course 

requirements
  9. Pokes at
 13. TV channel
 14. They __
 17. Cooking material
 18. Investment 

account
 20. Iron-containing 

compound
 22. Swiss river
 27. Small coin (French)
 28. Electronic 

countermeasures
 29. Taxi
 31. Helps little firms

 32. Unhappy
 33. Midway between 

northeast and east
 37. Glowing
 38. Item to be 

addressed
 39. An informal body 

of friends
 40. Intrinsic nature of 

something
 41. Neural structures
 42. Brews
 43. A place for ships
 44. One who sings 

holiday songs
 47. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
 48. Scottish town
 49. The most 

worthless parts
 51. Sticky
 52. Put to work
 53. Precursor to the EU
 58. Retrospective 

analysis (abbr.)

SPENCER – The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation 
Commission’s 2026 Sum-
mer Concert Series con-
tinues from 2-5 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 19 at Powder 
Mill Park, corner Smith-
ville and Meadow Roads, 
with the Love Dogs.

Take one red-hot 
horn section, add liberal 
amounts of barrelhouse 
boogie-woogie piano, 
stinging Fender guitar, 
a funky and swinging 
rhythm section that Blues 
Review magazine called 
“the best in the business” 
and top it all off  with 
a crazy and charismat-
ic front man with one of 
the biggest blues voices 
around and you’ve got the 
Love Dogs. 

The band is seasoned 
with years on the road 
tearing up juke joints, 
concert halls and festivals, 

while releasing four  criti-
cally acclaimed CDs. 

Next up in this series 
that runs through Aug. 23 

will be Vivi & Da Funk on 
July 26.The concert series 
is proudly sponsored by 
Cornerstone Bank.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Love Dogs will perform on Sunday, July 19 from 2-5 p.m. as part of the Spencer Parks & Recreation 
Commission’s 2026 Summer Concert Series.

The Love Dogs perform at Summer Concert Series Family fun at St. Aloysius 
Parish BBQ on Aug. 2

HARDWICK – St. Aloy-
sius Parish invites families 
from across the area to its 
Summer BBQ on Sunday, 
Aug. 2 with dinner served 
noon-1 p.m. at the South 
Barre Rod and Gun Club, 
2626 Barre Road. 

The afternoon is planned 
with every age in mind, from 
grandparents to grandchil-
dren.

The meal is a half  chick-
en dinner served with baked 
potato, corn on the cob, sal-
ad and watermelon. Children 
and adults alike can join in 
the games, and raffles and 
prizes will run throughout 
the afternoon.

Tickets are $20 each and 
are available by calling the 

rectory at 413-477-6493. This 
is a fundraiser to benefit the 
Parish Renovation Funds. 

All are welcome to join in 
the fun.

About St. Aloysius Parish
St. Aloysius Parish serves 

the villages of Gilbertville 
and Wheelwright, from two 
worship sites, St. Aloysius 
Church (64 Church St., Gil-
bertville) and St. Augustine 
Mission (98 Church Lane, 
Wheelwright). 

A parish of the Diocese 
of Worcester, it is home to 
St. Aloysius Catholic School 
and is served in collaboration 
with St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in South Barre. Learn 
more at staloysiusstaugus-
tine.com.

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!
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- community -

also grants available. 
Town Administrator 

Theresa Cofske said the 
town would not be able to 
simply hold over a piece of 
municipal property for an 
entity, but would have to go 
through procurement laws 
based on MGL chapter 30B.  
Cofske also said what hap-
pens with the property 
should be up to the resi-
dents, based on what they 
say at informational ses-
sions. She said some resi-
dents have called for hous-
ing or commercial activity. 

The board decided to 
hold off  discussion until 
the charter school board 
conducted their vote of in-
terest.

Economic development
Cofske said there was a 

meeting held with the Cen-
tral Massachusetts Region-
al Planning Commission 
regarding economic devel-
opment and re-working the 
master plan. 

According to Cofske, 
economic development is a 
weakness of the town.

Cofske said some of the 
things  done so far include 
an existing conditions as-
sessment and an imple-
mentation progress review, 

where there were interviews 
held with citizens, reviews 
of the master plan, and 
coordination of input ses-
sions. Cofske said some 
of the next phases include 
looking at priorities, hold-
ing workshops, and focus-
ing on business, eco-tour-
ism and sustainability. 

Cofske said the town 
also applied for a Route 9 
corridor study grant, which 
is studying from the Ware/
West Brookfield town line 
to Leicester.

Leland Road pump station/
water rates

The board approved a 
trench permit for the Le-
land Road pump station 
project. Chair of the Water 
Commissioners Phil Guerin 
was present at the meeting 
to discuss it. 

He said the town was or-
dered to install a treatment 
plant there by the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection in 2018 for iron 
and manganese. 

Guerin said there were 
six bids received, and the 
lowest one was from W.M. 
Schultz at about $5.872 mil-
lion. He said the schedule 
calls for substantial comple-
tion by October, with final 
completion in November. 

In addition to the cost 
from W.M. Schultz, there 

are costs of $600,000 for 
engineering and $290,000 
contingency. 

Guerin said the town was 
approved for a state revolv-
ing fund loan of $6.24 mil-
lion with principal forgive-
ness. He said the town was 
also approved for an emerg-
ing contaminants grant for 
$500,000, a congressional 
spending grant for $1 mil-
lion and the water enter-
prise fund will pit $23,000 
toward the project.

For the SRF loan, ac-
cording to Guerin, there is a 
2% interest for 20 years and 
a 2.4% interest for 30 years. 
He said the loan forgiveness 
is at 13.4% based on the me-
dian household income. 

He said debt service will 
start in July 2027, and it is 
about $301,000 per year for 
a 30 year loan and $388,000 
per year for the 20 year 
loan.

Guerin said fiscal year 
2026 water rates were raised 
in anticipation of this proj-
ect to build reserves, but will 
be increased to an $85 base 
rate up to 500 cubic feet 
and $7.50 per 100 cubic feet 
above 500, an increase of 
$1.50. He said the average 
water user will see an addi-
tion of $60 per year on their 
bill, or 11% higher over the 
current.

Officer reinstatement
The board voted to rein-

state part-time patrol offi-
cers for FY 27. 

Police Chief Nathan 
Hagglund said the town lost 
two full-time officers and 
one of the part-time officers 
was not interested in return-
ing, but another one was. 
He said part-time officers 
cost less than paying over-
time for a full-time one. 

Select Board member 
Roland Sickenberger said 
he was concerned with the 
optics of reinstating offi-
cers, as the town was told 
they would have to lay off  
four total. According to 
Hagglund, the laying off  
of the two full-time officers 
before the fiscal year start-
ed met the budget require-
ments needed. 

Cofske said the poor op-
tics were due to a lack of 
communication. According 
to Select Board member 
Henry Brogna, the part-
time line item is at $3,125.

Drop off center
Resident Joe Borlikoski, 

who also works at the drop 
off  center, asked if  it would 
be possible for him to utilize 
the senior work off  program 
to keep the center open for 
three hours on Wednesday 
at a cost of $945 until No-
vember.

According to Cofske, 
the program is not open to 
town employees, but is open 
for three seniors and three 
veterans for a maximum 
of $500 per year, which is 
equivalent to 33.5 hours at 
$15 an hour, the state min-
imum wage. She said the 
purpose of the program 
is not to fill a budget gap, 
but it appears the executive 
authority of the town can 
amend the policy. 

The board did not allow 
Borlikoski to utilize the pro-
gram. 

Transfer requests
The board accepted 

several transfer requests 
including the following: 
$4,229 to accountant audit 
consulting services from 
town hall telephone and in-
ternet, $104 from selectmen 
maintenance to police and 
fire insurance, $6,638 from 
selectmen executive secre-
tary to legal, $650 from se-
lectmen executive secretary 
to computer tech support, 
$1,272 from selectmen exec-
utive secretary to computer 
tech software, $1,854 from 
selectmen maintenance to 
municipal lighting, $10.31 
from selectmen mainte-
nance to drop off  center, 25 
cents from selectmen main-
tenance to long term debt 
and $14.10 from selectmen 

maintenance to life insur-
ance. 

Appointments
There were several ap-

pointments made, including 
the following: Chris Swee-
ney, Clinton Jury, Timothy 
Morrell and Andrew Fusco 
to the Agricultural Com-
mission; Piechota to the 
Board of Registrars; Cof-
ske as Americans with Dis-
ability Act coordinator and 
Records Access Officer; Jeff  
Taylor as Building Inspec-
tor; Nicolas Thomo as Zon-
ing Enforcement Officer; 
Kelly Hitt as Senior Center 
Director; Susan Raymond 
to Council on Aging; Pame-
la Gemme, Susan Rowden 
and Jane E. Higgins to the 
Cultural Council; and Amy 
Agro as Library Director.

The board also appoint-
ed Phil Landine to the 
Board of Assessors as no-
body ran in the municipal 
election, and he received the 
most write-ins and accepted 
the position.

Administrative
The board placed the Se-

lect Board vacancy for the 
term ending in May 2028 
on the Sept. 1 primary, and 
accepted treasury warrants. 
The next meeting is July 21 
at 6 p.m.

W BROOKFIELD
 FROM PAGE 1
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March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

INVITATION TO SUBMIT 
PROPOSAL

The Town of West Brookfield, 
Massachusetts, will receive 

sealed proposals for: 
Route 9 Reconstruction, 

Phase III: 
From Pierce Road to The State 

Highway at Cutler Road
Contract #612779-2

The Town of West Brookfield, 
acting through its Department of 
Public Works, is requesting pro-
posals from MassDOT pre-qual-
ified individuals and firms for 
the design, and engineering 
consulting services for Route 9 
Reconstruction, Phase III: From 
Pierce Road to the State High-
way at Culter Road. The con-
sultant will work with the Town 
and the community to develop a 
project design that is advanced 
into construction ready docu-
ments. The consultant will de-
sign, prepare construction plans, 
specifications, construction cost 
estimates, prepare and obtain 
all required permits and approv-
als as necessary, and provide 

bidding and construction phase 
services for the project in ac-
cordance with all MassDOT and 
FHWA requirements. The goal is 
to have the project constructed 
with funding through the Central 
Massachusetts MPO’s Trans-
portation Improvement Program 
(TIP). 

The Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) may be obtained from 
West Brookfield Highway De-
partment (agarwood-hampp@
wbrookfield.com), 15 Front St., 
West Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
during normal working hours 
from Tuesday, July 15, 2026 until 
the expiration of the time for the 
filing of the proposals.

Sealed, Responses to the RFQ 
will be received by the office of 
the Highway Department, 15 
Front St., West Brookfield, MA 
01585, until 10:00 A.M. Local 
Time on Monday, August 24, 
2026. Proposals delivered after 
the appointed time and date will 
not be considered.  

The proposer agrees that this 
proposal shall be good and may 

not be withdrawn for a period 
of ninety (90) calendar days af-
ter the proposal deadline.  The 
Contractor must comply with all 
applicable federal, state and local 
law and regulations. Five (5) hard 
copies of the RFQ proposal and 
one (1) electronic copy of said 
proposal on a USB flash drive 
shall be submitted in a sealed en-
velope marked “RFQ - Contract 
# 612779-2 Route 9, Phase III 
Reconstruction”. 

The Town reserves the right to 
cancel any request for qualifica-
tions, and to reject in whole or in 
part any and all proposals, when 
it is deemed in the best interests 
of the Town to do so.

Theresa A. Cofske, MCPPO
Town of West Brookfield, 

Town Administrator 
07/17, 07/24/2026

During the week of June 
29-July 4, the East Brook-
field Police Department 
responded to 155 building/
property checks, 99 direct-
ed area patrols, 22 radar 
assignments, nine traffic 
controls, nine emergency 
911 calls, one citizen assist, 
one assist other agency, one 
stolen motor vehicle, one 
illegal dumping, one com-
plaint, two animal calls 
and 55 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of East Brook-
field.

Monday, June 29
5:49 a.m. 911 Misdial, 

Harrington Street, Officer 
Handled

3:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

5:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Howe Street, Written 
Warning

7:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Tuesday, June 30
6:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

5:23 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

5:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7 p.m. Traffic Control, 
East Main Street, Citation 
Issued

7:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:39 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

10:12 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation Issued

Wednesday, July 1
12:04 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:12 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

11:39 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:49 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Vehicle Towed

12:19 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Podunk Road, Ci-
tation Issued

12:37 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Podunk Road, Ci-
tation Issued

12:44 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Podunk Road, Ci-
tation Issued

12:55 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

1:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

2:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

3:28 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack 
Drive, Officer Handled

4:32 p.m. Radar, Route 
49, Citation Issued

 4:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

4:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation 
Issued

5:33 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Drake Lane, Services Ren-
dered

6:59 p.m. Illegal Dump-
ing, Lakeview Avenue, Offi-
cer Handled

Thursday, July 2
12:07 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

5:41 a.m. Fire/Alarm, 
East Main Street, Investi-
gated

6:16 a.m. Fire/Alarm, 
North Street, Investigated

9:11 a.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Pleasant 
Street, Transported to 
Hospital

2:31 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, South Pond 
Road, Patient Refusal

5:27 p.m. Stolen Motor 
Vehicle, West Main Street, 
Services Rendered

7:03 p.m. Radar, Route 
49, Citation Issued

7:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation 
Issued

7:49 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Jean Avenue, Services Ren-
dered

9:41 p.m. 911 Fire/Oth-

er, East Main Street, Ser-
vices Rendered

Friday, July 3
7:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

7:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Mechanic Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

10:22 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

10:38 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

10:52 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

11:35 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Citation Issued

12:18 p.m. Motor Ve-
hicle Stop, Cottage Street, 
Citation Issued

2:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
West Main Street, Officer 
Handled

6:33 p.m. 911 Fire/Oth-
er, Adams Road, Services 
Rendered

8:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Saturday, July 4
9:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

12:08 p.m. 911 Com-
plaint, Route 49, Unfound-
ed

1:25 p.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Wildwood 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

5:47 p.m. Directed/Area 
Patrol, Howe Street, Ar-
rest(s) Made

7:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

- public safety -
East Brookfield Police Log New Braintree Police Log 

During the week of July 
7-13, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 20 building/
property checks, 24 direct-
ed/area patrols, seven ra-
dar assignments, two traffic 
controls, one emergency 911 
call, two citizen assists, one 
complaint, two safety haz-
ards, three animal calls and 
six motor vehicle stops in the 
town of New Braintree.

Tuesday, July 7
11:18 a.m. Assist Citi-

zen, McEvoy Road, Services 
Rendered

12:56 p.m. Safety Haz-
ard, West Brookfield Road, 
Services Rendered

Wednesday, July 8
6:24 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

West Brookfield Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency

2:22 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Friday, July 10
4:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

5:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

9:52 p.m. Complaint, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, July 12
7:51 a.m. 911 Misdial, 

Moore Road, Spoken To
4:26 p.m. Suspicious Ac-

tivity, Unitas Road, Investi-
gated

was collecting dependent 
benefits from the deceased 
person’s SS record. In rare 
cases, a dependent parent 
may be paid if  no other sur-
viving dependents are eligi-
ble. FYI, ex-spouses are not 
eligible for a death benefit 
from a former spouse.

The lump-sum death 
benefit must be applied for 
by contacting Social Secu-
rity and the benefit must be 
claimed within two years of 
the person’s death. You will 
need to verify your identity 
and confirm your eligibil-

ity for this survivor benefit 
and you will need to provide 
other information about the 
deceased also including a 
death certificate. 

There is an SSA form 
to apply for the lump sum 
death benefit (SSA-8), but 
calling your local SS office 
or 1-800-772-1213) to make 
an appointment to apply 
for the one-time lump-sum 
death benefit in person is 
usually all that is needed.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 

any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.        

SOCIAL SECURITY
 FROM PAGE 4

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN SPRINKLER LLC. 
Need sprinkler repair or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable 
service without big company prices. Call 
413-279-4122 to set up an appoint-
ment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree 
care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/night. 
 

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

TWO, 1-YEAR-0LD Green Cheek 
Conures ready for a new home. Fully 
acclimated to humans. Clean bil of health 
from VCA EL, $350/each or $600/pair. 
413-301-1530.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIRClassified 

Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
Find us online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SUMMER SALE!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Pride of ownership shines throughout this beautiful 
3-bedroom, 2-full-bath ranch, perfectly situated on a 
picturesque lot. Designed for comfortable one-level living, 
this meticulously maintained home features a stunning 
kitchen with custom cabinetry, granite countertops, a center 
island, and stainless steel appliances. A sliding glass door 
off the kitchen overlooks the private backyard, filling the 
home with natural light and providing easy access to outdoor entertaining. The open floor plan flows 
seamlessly into the living and dining areas, creating an inviting space for family and friends. Quality 
craftsmanship is evident with custom trim throughout, while central air keeps you comfortable 
during the warmer months. Additional highlights include a whole-house Generac generator, a 
spacious two-car garage, and a full basement offering excellent storage or future finishing potential. 
Set on a beautiful lot, this move-in-ready home offers the perfect blend of comfort and quality

NEW LISTING!                                          
215 SARTY RD., WARREN – $499,900

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

It’s Wave Season – 
Book Your 2027 Cruises

Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699
March 1 ...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...............from $2499
May 23 ....7-Night Bermuda Cruise ....................from $1799

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Investing in a home 
is the best long-term 

investment you can make. 
Now is the time 
to work with me 

to sell your 
current home or 

purchase your new one! 
CALL ME TODAY!

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Local leaders present case for Quabbin funding
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Lo-
cal leaders gathered at the 
Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center to 
present their case to the Mas-
sachusetts Water Resources 
Authority board of direc-
tors for additional funding 
for the towns bordering the 
Quabbin Reservoir. 

The discussion centered 
on Senate bill S546 and 
House bill H1042, which 
would, in part, create a $35 
million trust fund for the 
dozen Quabbin towns to re-
ceive annual payments, and 
give the towns more repre-
sentation on the MWRA.

Attendees included state 
Rep. Aaron Saunders, state 
Sen. Jo Comerford, state 
Sen. Peter Durant and state 
Rep. Todd Smola. Members 
of local leadership such as 
select boards from several 
Quabbin towns gave speech-
es, with the exception of 
Phillipston and Wendell. 

The first to speak was 
Saunders, who represents 
the 7th Hampden District, 
including Belchertown. He 
talked about how the Quab-
bin is a water extraction 
operation, with about 180 
million gallons extracted per 
day. 

Despite this, he said, 
there is little water access in 
Belchertown, as there is a 

mandatory water ban in the 
town. The only town in the 
state that receives water from 
the reservoir and currently 
has a water ban in place is 
Reading. 

Saunders said the drought 
in Belchertown was enough 
to cancel sports because they 
could not irrigate the fields, 
and there are no facilities for 
workers in the New Salem 
police department to use. 

Saunders said the Quab-
bin towns only get three 
tenths of a percent of the 
MWRA’s budget, and the 
new funding per year does 
not even bring that funding 
up to four tenths of a per-
cent. 

He said the consideration 
to the towns is “criminally 
small,” and used Belcher-
town as an example, say-
ing the state has a value of 
$3,800 per acre. The state 
pays each town a certain 
amount of money per unde-
velopable acres of land that 
are protected for the Quab-
bin, in a payment in lieu of 
taxes. 

Saunders pulled out 
$4,000 from his pocket to 
illustrate the worth, and 
said it is “time for wholesale 
change.” 

The second speaker was 
Smola, who represents the 
1st Hampden District, which 
includes the town of Ware. 
He said if  the Quabbin 
crumbles, the rest of eastern 
Massachusetts does as well. 

He also brought up the 
reduced levels at Gate 43 
in Hardwick, and said the 
fishermen and hunters who 
utilize the Quabbin regular-
ly are the best stewards of 
the land. He said this in re-
sponse to attempts to reduce 
access to the land. 

The third leader to speak 
was Durant, who represents 
the Worcester and Hamp-
shire District, including the 
towns of Barre, Hardwick, 
Phillipston and Ware. He 
said the residents of the 
Quabbin towns feel slighted, 
but are passionate about the 
environment, as he said it is a 
resource here. 

Durant also criticized 
the proposed battery energy 
storage system in Oakham, 
calling it a “horrible idea.” 

The fourth speech was 
from Comerford, who rep-
resents the Hampshire, 
Franklin and Worcester Dis-
trict, including the towns of 
Athol, Orange, New Salem, 
Pelham, Petersham, Shutes-
bury and Wendell. She said 
no towns should face a dis-
proportionate burden of 
cost, but each of the Quab-
bin towns are receiving just 
three cents per day, on aver-
age. 

Comerford said the pro-
posed legislation is not 

an attempt to tax eastern 
Massachusetts, but for the 
MWRA to tap into their bil-
lion dollar budget. She said 
there should be a seat from 
the Quabbin on the board 
and the trust fund should be 
implemented. 

Comerford also spoke 
of PFAS being found in the 
water of Swift Elementary 
School and insufficient water 
to fight a fire in Wendell. 

Many leaders from local 
Quabbin towns also spoke 
at the meeting, with many of 
them raising concerns about 
the amount of undevelop-
able land and the financial 
impacts to the towns because 

of the insufficient funding 
for that land. 

One speaker was Rich-
ard Stevens, a member of 
the Barre Select Board, who 
said they are seeking equita-
ble funds, and said there is a 
well water crisis in the town. 
Lesa Lessard Pearson of the 
Belchertown Select Board 
asked the MWRA to uphold 
their commitment to the 
towns, and said their econo-
mies are connected. She said 
there are thousands of acres 
of land that cannot contrib-
ute to it.

William Zinni, a member 
of Hardwick’s Conservation 
Commission, said the water 
is at risk over time due to 
development needs to make 
money for the town. He 
said there are 5,800 acres of 
Quabbin land in the town, 
and the town receives just 
$33 per acre. 

William Tinker of the 
Hardwick Select Board 
said there are services gone 
in town due to the costs of 
protecting the water. Tinker 
said the town was offered $2 
million per year for a land-
fill, but the town declined to 
continue protecting the land. 

Stuart Beckley, the town 
manager of Ware said the 
town provides control burn 
services for the state, and 
the water quality in the town 
is poor, with brown water 
being common. He said it 
is safe to drink, but people 
don’t want to. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Secretary Rebecca Tepper of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, and chair of the 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority’s board of directors, spoke during a meeting held at the Les 
and Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center in Belchertown on July 10.


