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Dry-aged Porterhouse Steaks 10% off this week
Sink your teeth into the irresistible goodness of Farmer Matt’s dry-aged 
Angus Porterhouse steaks. Our grain-fed, farm-raised beef delivers 
unmatched flavor and succulence. With the perfect balance of tender 
filet mignon and flavorful New York strip, these mouthwatering cuts will 
satisfy even the most discerning palates. Elevate your grilling game and 
indulge in steak perfection with Farmer Matt’s Porterhouse Steaks. Order 
now using code “porterhouse” online or mention this ad in store.

Order online: FarmerMatt.com

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – In 
the days leading up to June 29, 
wet was the operative weather 
word. With some few breaks 
for the sun, rain and overcast 
were the words of the day.

Thursday, however, was 
going to reverse the trend in 
grand style, and there would be 
no complaints. It was the day 
of the West Brookfield Annual 
Bonfire Concert.

The Bonfire Concert may 
not be a tradition going back 
to colonial times, but 50 years 
of an annual event does mean 
something in the life of a town 
and as the evening progressed, 

attendance would verify that.
The night started with the 

local country band, Tequila 
Bonfire, playing as the audi-
ence grew. The Central Mas-
sachusetts band consists of 
Roger Gamache and Steve 
Lamoureux on guitar and vo-
cals, Mike Roberts on bass and 
vocals with Mark Pervier on 
drums.

The quartet would play cov-
ers of a wide range of country 
standards.

The evening was superin-
tended by the Friends of the 
Bandstand chaired by Erin 
Mahoney who was quite busy 
during the festivities.

Mahoney was assisted by 

West Brookfield 
celebrates 50th 
concert season

Kadence Martin sings the National Anthem. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHYSee CONCERT   I   PAGE 8

By Anjolina Fantaroni
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE – Old Stur-
bridge Village hosted a mo-
mentous United States Nat-
uralization Ceremony amidst 
rainy weather on July 4. 

The historic venue was 
forced to relocate to an indoor 
rain location due to the heavy 
showers, but the spirits were 
high, creating an unforgettable 
experience for the new citizens 
and attendees. 

Held in the Stephen M. 

Brewer Theater, over 150 newly 
naturalized American citizens 
brought family and friends 
along, to take part in this emo-
tional ceremony. 

The village, known for early 
19th-century New England life, 

OSV celebrates 4th of July with Naturalization Ceremony

Ryan Kelley achieves 
Scouting’s highest 
honor

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

SPENCER – Becoming an 
Eagle Scout is really about the 
process; it’s more about the 
how they got there, rather than 
when they got there.

Sturbridge Scouts BSA 
Troop 161’s newest Eagle Scout 
Ryan Kelley of East Brook-
field, was recognized for his 
achievement at an Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor ceremony this 
past Sunday at the Spencer 
Country Inn.

Kelley had only one year to 
earn Scouting’s highest rank, 

Troop 161 honors 
newest Eagle Scout

David Foote presents Eagle Scout Ryan 
Kelley with a challenge coin from fellow 
Scout and U.S. Marine Tyler Montgomery, 
who was unable to attend the Court of 
Honor. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTESee SCOUT   I   PAGE 7

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
East Brookfield celebrated the 
4th of July this past weekend 
which included a parade, carni-
val, and fireworks. 

The carnival featured many 
food trucks and booths on the 
Connie Mack Field. There was 
a truck of fresh kettle corn, a 
giant slide, and another fun 
ride to enjoy at the carnival. 

There were tacos, sea food, 
and Kona Ice trucks available 
for a variety of tasty snacks.

East Brookfield celebrates the 4th of July

East Brookfield Fire Department drove an antique firetruck in the parade. TURLEY PHOTOS 
BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

The West Brookfield Fire 
Department had a booth set up 
where they sold freshly made 

grilled cheese, chips, and cold 
drinks. Holly and Ken Collette 

See PARADE   I   PAGE 12

See CEREMONY  I   PAGE 7
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Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Email: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM by July 19th
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out August 2023 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include a 
high resolution,

clear photograph
for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph:

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

SUMMER MENU
Check Out 

Our New Specials!

Friday 
Acoustics 
Are Back!

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – In talking with Scott 
Johnson, it would be easy to come to the conclusion 
the man was born to farm.

From Northborough originally, at 12 he began 
working at Bigelow nurseries in that town. That gave 
him his start and he has been in agriculture ever since.

For 30 years he has lived in North Brookfield, 
where at 100 Old East Brookfield Road is Kettle Brook 
Farms, which is somewhat a family operation as he op-
erates it with his middle son, Neil, and the youngest, 
Trevor, handles the fertilizing operation.

Kettle Brook Farms has a state-of-the-art hydro-
ponic system that allows the growing of crops indoors, 
year-round, without pesticides, enabling freshness.

There are also field crops in season with additional 
hot house vegetables grown in a controlled environ-
ment.

Goat and pig meat, raised from birth are sold fresh 
at the farm.

The oldest son, Justin, is in a tri-axle trucking busi-
ness.

Scott’s daughter, Peyton, works in the family’s new-
est operation located on Route 9 in West Brookfield.

If you live in the Brookfields, you have probably 
seen it at 107 East Main St., just west of Howard’s 
Drive-In.

Honey Bee Orchards had been in operation for 20 
years, but the previous ownership decided it was time 
to move on.

The business consisted of an apple orchard and a 
store.

Johnson had an operation on rented land, but was 
ready for the chance to own when it presented itself. 
Honey Bee Orchards had been on his radar for a few 
years.

When it was time, and the opportunity presented 
itself, it was an offer he could not pass up. Honey Bee 
Orchards, a turnkey situation with Route 9 frontage, 
was well worth pursuing.

The large orchard where the honeybees, as men-
tioned in the name, were to pollinate, suffered a set-

back. The May 18 frost caused the loss of the apples. 
The trees themselves survived well enough, but the 

variability of New England weather is inescapable.
Setbacks being expected, there is nothing to do but 

keep going, and the Honey Bee Orchards’ team is do-
ing just that.  

There are fresh spring vegetables such as radishes, 
lettuce and broccoli. As the summer progresses there 
will be tomatoes, peppers, eggplant and cukes as well 
as watermelon, cantaloupe and many others. 

Honey Bee Orchards will also be offering a Com-
munity Supported Agriculture system, that connects 
producers and consumers by allowing the consumer to 
subscribe to the harvest of a certain farm.

This is true of Honey Bee Orchards with a bit of a 
departure in that a member will be able to choose what 
goes in their box.

Honey Bee Orchards also has a deli aspect with a 

full line of Boar’s Head products. Also, you can get 
fresh sandwiches, potato salads and a great variety of 
ready to eat dishes. 

The variety extends to the pioneering blueberry 
pierogi with bacon and maple syrup. I’m up for it.

They have blueberries, not just in pierogis.
There are also fresh baked pies including the Fruit 

of the Farm which is a mixed fruit pie.
The baked cookies are also fresh. Honey, jams, jel-

lies and preserves are in stock.
What would an orchard store be without cider do-

nuts?
And there are scented candles.
Honey Bee Orchards has a social media presence on 

Facebook and Instagram.
Hours of operation are Monday through Saturday 

from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sunday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
A blueberry festival is planned soon so stay tuned 

on Facebook.

Honey Bee Orchards grows under new ownership

New owner of Honey Bee Orchards Scott Johnson stands in front of 
the sign at 107 East Main St., West Brookfield. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD 
MURPHY

Honey Bee Orchards has a variety of colorful flowers. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The Haston Free Pub-
lic Library, 161 North Main St., will be offering a 
one hour “Yoga and Meditation for Kids” session on 
Wednesday, July 19 from noon-1 p.m. 

This event will be hosted by Brandy Lefsyk, yoga 
instructor and owner of Home and Heart Studio in 
Orange. Children of all ages are welcome. 

This will be an interactive adventure that will build 
strength, balance, and confidence, and get children 
into yoga and mindfulness. 

To register for this event, please call the library at 
508-867-0208 or email Youth Services Librarian Bri-
anna Lamb at blamb@cwmars.org.

There is still time to sign up for Haston Library’s 
summer reading program, which runs from June 24 to 
Aug. 26. The theme this year is “Find Your Voice”. 

Participants will receive a book log, calendar of 
events, and some goodies. Weekly prizes are also avail-
able for those that get their logs checked off once a week. 

Come to the library Children’s Room to register. 
All ages and reading levels are welcome.

Library hosts yoga for kids 
during Summer Reading
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 7/13/23-7/19/23

$159

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............$299

USDA INSP 
FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK STEAKS or ROAST 

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKENWINGS 1O LB BAG .............

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK..................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 CT 1 LB BAG ............................90% DIET LEAN

GROUND BEEF
ea

$169
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ...........

$299

$799
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE

BEEF KABOBS W/VEGGIES .

$166
lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

$499

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKS

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$888
lb

FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

$588
lb

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTIONS ............www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

NORTH BROOKFIELD – A torrential downpour 
on Monday not only caused flooding and washout 
across the region, but it also damaged plants and trees.

A Lakeview Road resident lost her beloved pear 

tree to the storm, which has grown for many years next 
to her garage. The force of the rain must have been too 
much for the tree to withstand, and several limbs were 
snapped off. 

Heavy rainstorm damages resident’s tree

Limbs were torn from this pear tree in North Brookfield. SUBMITTED PHO-
TOS

This pear tree was severely damaged during a storm this past Monday.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Board of Selectmen 
Chair Jason Petraitis said Dutch doors will be installed 
at the Town Offices for the protection of office workers.

He said the existing doors will be remanufactured 
on-site with a shelf on the bottom half of the door. 
The top half or window part of the door will be able 
to open, while the bottom remains secure. 

Petraitis said the Board previously approved Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act funds up to $10,000 to remanu-
facture the doors, and the quote came in at $800 for 
each door, with a total of $3,200.

Appointment
Melissa Magario was appointed to the Cemetery 

Commission, at the recommendation of the Commis-
sion’s chair and vice-chair.

She has lived in North Brookfield with her husband 
for 17 years and she wants to be more involved in town.

Magario said she’s interested in cemeteries, espe-
cially restoration and preservation of stones and mon-
uments.

Sidewalk renovations
The Board approved a plan for sidewalk renova-

tions from the BSC Group as part of the Complete 
Streets project.

Petraitis said BSC Group will provide bid-ready 
plans for improvements along the eastside of North 
Main Street, from the intersection with Maple Street 
to the intersection of School Street.

Financial item
The Board approved the transfer of $7,000 from the 

Reserve Fund to the Board of Selectmen’s General In-
surance account to pay deductibles for lawsuits.

Transfers
The Board approved the following transfers for the 

Fire Department, $315.26 from Supplies to Gasoline; 
$535.34 from Vehicle Repairs to Gasoline; $530.57 
from Oil Heat to Gasoline; $12.05 from Uniforms 
to Telephone; $432.12 from Other Expenses to Tele-
phone; $713.89 from Air Tank Expense to Purchase 
of Services; $182.86 from General Repair and Main-
tenance to Purchase of Services; $152.64 from Office 
Supplies to Electric; $717.90 from Forest Fire Supplies 
to Fire Station/Ambulance; and $466.79 from Equip-
ment to Fire Station/Ambulance.

Request for resources form
Petraitis said the request for resources form has 

been updated, adding Parks and Recreation and re-
moving the School Department and Board of Health, 
as they both have their own forms. He said the Water 
Department also has a separate form if the use of wa-
ter is requested.

He also noted that some costs for resources, includ-
ing electricity, water and police detail, can vary year 
to year. 

Senior Center roof
The Board accepted the low bid to repair the Se-

nior Center roof, submitted by Damazio Builders from 
Peabody.

Public comment
Vice-Chair John Tripp thanked everyone for partic-

ipating in the town’s 4th of July celebration and mak-
ing it a good event.

He thanked Brandon Avery and other volunteers 
for mowing the grass, and taking care of benches and 
picnic tables at the playground.

Tripp said trimming along the edges of the rail trail 
will begin soon and help is needed. Work will start 
near Tasse Fuel. 

Town office doors to be remanufactured

WELLESLEY HILLS – Lucas Emmanuel of Fisk-
dale, has been named to the MassBay Community 
College Dean’s List. 

Emmanuel, who studies life sciences, achieved this 
outstanding academic honor for the spring 2023 se-
mester. To be eligible for the MassBay Dean’s List, stu-
dents must complete at least six credits of college-lev-
el courses, be in good standing with the College, and 
earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher.

Lucas Emmanuel 
named to Dean’s List

WEST BROOKFIELD – The First Congregation-
al Church, 36 North Main St., has been hosting their 
Flea Market on the town Common for more than 50 
years. 

This year the Flea Market on the Common will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 26 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique 
sellers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying 
out basements and attics.  No food vendors, please. 

Spaces are available for $40 for a 20 x 20 grassy 
spot. Vendors must bring their own tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor a food tent with grilled 
food, cold drinks and sweet treats. Email FCCofWB-
FleaMarket@gmail.com for an application.

Flea Market on the 
Common is Aug. 26
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OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.

This newspaper will print free self-sub-
mitted statements of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the election. All 
candidates running in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to include only bi-
ographical and campaign platform details. 
Total word count for statements is limited 
to between 300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We will not publish 

any statements of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election threshold. To publish 
any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising repre-
sentatives. We also do not allow personal 
attacks against other candidates or political 
parties in statements of candidacy, nor do 
we publish for free any information about 
key endorsements or political fundraisers.
Letters to the editor of no more than 250 

words from supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing campaign issues 
are limited to three total per author during 
the election season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition before the 
election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the 
editor to meet our guidelines.

Turley Publications  Election Policy 

THE QUABOAG CURRENT (USPS# 
10860) is published weekly (every 
Friday) by Turley Publications, 
Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Telephone at 413-283-
8393 or fax at 413-289-1977.  
Periodical Postage Prices are Paid 
at Palmer, MA.

POSTMASTER: Please send 
address changes to: Quaboag 
Current, 24 Water Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

EDITOR
Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn
Tim Mara

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

SOCIAL MEDIA

@QuaboagCurrent

WEB
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted.

CURREN T

A Brimfield resident reported a great 
crested flycatcher using a nest box in his 
yard, a first for him for this species. 

He said he saw them several times in his 
yard this year and recently saw a bird enter 
the box. He set up a wildlife camera and got 
a photo of the flycatcher at the nest box.

The great crested flycatcher is about eight 
inches long and has a crest as its name im-
plies. 

The belly is bright yellow, and the tail is 
reddish brown. The bird is gray overall with 
a darker gray throat and 
two white wing bars.

It raises its crest 
in alarm or curiosity. 
During aggressive dis-
plays it shows the red-
dish-brown feathers on 
its wings and tail by 
spreading them open. 

Its warning call 
is a loud, ascending 
“wheep” and a “prreet.”

The female lays five 
to six whitish eggs with 
darker marks in a new 
lined with grass, fur, bits of paper and oc-
casionally bits of snakeskin. It will nest in 
a natural cavity, old woodpecker hole or 
nest box. They breed in the east and middle 
states in the north and south and some parts 
of Canada.

The great crested flycatcher inhabits 
woods and wooded urban areas. It flies from 
a perch to catch insects and often feeds high 
in the tree tops. 

Occasionally, it eats berries. 
Flycatcher at Lake Winnisquam

Sunday, June 25 I spent the day at my 
camp on Lake Winnisquam in Meredith, 
New Hampshire with one of my daughters 
and granddaughters. 

While standing on the dock, I noticed a 
great crested flycatcher flying out from tree 

branches along the shore. Its yellow belly 
was the identifying mark.

Other birds at the lake
I also saw double-crested cormorants. 

One swam by the dock and another landed 
on a rock in the lake.

I did hear the loon, but I did not see 
them. The call came from a cove across the 
lake where the Loon Preservation Commit-
tee maintains a loon sanctuary with a float-
ing nest. 

There were several boats anchored in the 
cove. I think one boater got too near the 
roped off area as the loon started making its 
tremolo call, an alarm call. 

Loon chicks usually hatch sometime 
around the 4th of July week or second week 
in July.

The water was quite warm and great for 
swimming. I hoped to make the trip to the 
lake again on the 4th of July, but the weath-
er did not cooperate.

Fledglings in Brimfield
I received an email 

from a Brimfield resi-
dent the end of June. He 
reported several fledg-
lings in his yard. 

He saw at least three 
cardinals with dark bills 
being fed by their par-
ents.

Other youngsters in-
cluded three fledging 
downy woodpeckers 
following their mother 
and begging for food, 

a young chipping sparrow, eastern towhee 
and a red-bellied woodpecker. He said the 
eastern towhee resembled the female, but it 
had a streaked breast. 

He saw the red-bellied at the feeder.
He also said, “House wren have nested 

in the yard for several years, unfortunately 
they stuff several nesting boxes with sticks 
that don’t get used. On at least two occa-
sions have evicted black-capped chickadees, 
who had started to use a box.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

I am not sure if  it is the heat or the calendar 
that causes my annual shift from planting 
mode to maintenance mode.  

A cooler June extended the former some-
what, but with the last week or so of hot, 
sticky weather, I am mostly done planting 
anything but a few succession crops of lettuce 
or green beans.  From here on out it’s mainte-
nance full steam ahead, and yet, enjoying the 
fruits (and vegetables) of our labors. 

What have I been up to you ask? Well, here 
goes:

Deadheading is the number one priority 
in my flower gardens. We clip off old flowers 
to keep the new flowers coming.  

If  we let spent flowers form seed pods, the 
plant thinks it has fulfilled its job of repro-
ducing itself  and it will begin to decline. In 
addition to deadheading, I am ever mindful 
of plants that may need a little perking up.  

If  flowers are sparse and leaves look a little 
pale, some balanced organic fertilizer applied 
at the base of those plants should encour-
age more blooms and healthy foliage. Liquid 
feeding can also be effective.  

Brew your own compost tea by filling a 
coffee filter with aged manure or good com-
post and securing it with a twist-tie. Let is 
soak in your watering can overnight and then 
it’s ready to use. 

Water the foliage and also let it sink in to 
the surrounding soil.

Earlier today I cut back my strawberry 
plants.  I am not doing a full renovation this 
year, where I’d pull up the oldest plants and 
replace them with newly rooted runners.  

I did that last year.  This year, I simply cut 
the plants back.  

My patch isn’t huge, so it was accom-
plished by hand with a good pair of scissors.  
I basically grabbed a fist full of the plant, and 
chopped it back to about four inches tall.  

I also weeded and thinned as I went.  A 
push style lawn mower set on the highest set-
ting can be used to get the job done in bigger 
plantings.  

After the plants were cut back, I loosened 
the soil, sprinkled organic fertilizer around 
the plants and had about an hour before it 
started raining.  I’ll reapply mulch to keep the 
weeds down and that should be all the patch 
requires until winter. 

I have been harvesting kale and peas so 
far, and in abundance. I continue to shuck, 
then blanch shelled peas for ninety seconds 
before freezing, first loose on a cookie sheet 
then poured into plastic containers whereby I 
can take out what I need for a specific recipe.  

I no longer do any pretreatment prior to 
freezing kale. I simply rinse, shake the excess 
water off, rip the tender part of the leaf away 
from the midrib then pack in baggies, ap-
proximately 6-7 leaves per bag.  

I try to get all the air out of the bag best I 
can. Kale, frozen like this, is a wonderful ad-
dition to soups, stews and green drinks.  

The more you pick it the more it grows!
My herbs are also growing well now that 

the nights have warmed up. This is especially 
noticeable with basil.  

All the rain and some early thinning has 
produced some awesome dill foliage as well. 
Basil is not flavorful dried, but dill weed is. 

I’ve been picking small bunches, securing 
them with a rubber band and hanging them 
in my hot attic to dry.  

Dog days equal a 
good balance of 
maintenance and reward

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Great crested flycatcher

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 6
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Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS AND 
SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS

*Brimfield, Palmer, Brookfield, Barre, 
Templeton, Hubbardston*

$18.50 to higher hourly pay. 
WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT PEOPLE, 

RIGHT NOW FOR FALL JOBS. 
Part time work with full time pay.

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, Paid holidays
Work the school schedule, split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-234–0137

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – The Board of Selectmen gave 
preliminary approval to appoint Karen Engell and Da-
vid Reed to the Joshua Hyde Public Library’s Board 
of Trustees until April 8, 2024, pending clarification 
about the legal process to appoint to this position.

At the July 3 meeting, Engell said she has lived in 
Sturbridge for almost five years, after having lived 35 
years in western Massachusetts. Now that she’s retired, 
she’d like to volunteer at the library.

“Libraries have always been really important to my 
family,” she said. “I thought it would be a good place 
to invest some volunteer time.”

Reed has lived in town for 19 years and has become 
more involved in the community.

He’s worked in nonprofits for five years and volun-
teers as a Scout leader for Girls Scouts and Cub Scouts.

Reed said libraries have “always been a wonderful 
place” for himself and his family.

“I can’t say enough good things about the program 
that we have here, and I hope to support it for years 
going forward,” he said.

Town Administrator Robin Grimm said both En-
gell’s and Reed’s appointments have the support of the 
Board of Trustees.

Accreditation 
Grimm said Police Chief Earl Dessert invited her 

to attend a luncheon where the Police Department was 
honored for receiving its reaccreditation. The Police 

Department received a plaque and certificate.
Grimm said she previously met with the accredita-

tion team, and they were “very supportive” of what 
the Department was doing.

“I was happy to accompany them and represent the 
town,” Grimm said.

Energy pricing
The Board authorized Grimm to sign an energy 

price agreement through the energy consultant on its 
behalf.

Grimm said when they go out to big on energy pric-
ing, they would have to sign that day.

“This is done only in consultation with Beth Green-
blatt, our energy consultant,” Grimm said. She said 
they are hoping to lock-in rates for a year. 

Pricing in the past few weeks has been “relatively 
good,” Grimm said, but it fluctuates day to day.

Reappointments
Charles Roy Jr. was reappointed to the Sturbridge 

Lakes Advisory Committee as the Big Alum Lake rep-
resentative, through July 17, 2025.

James Dinopoulos was also reappointed to his po-
sition on the Sturbridge Lakes Advisory Committee as 
Sturbridge Lake representative, through June 29, 2026.

Contract approval
The Board authorized a three-year agreement with 

Johnson Controls for multi-site fire alarm, sprinkler 
and fire alarm monitoring. 

Two new members appointed to library trustees

BROOKFIELD/STURBRIDGE – The Quaboag 
Quacumquasit Lake Association has announced that 
its 10th Annual Paddle Poker Run will take place rain 
or shine on Saturday, July 29. According to event chair, 
Bill Seabourne, registration begins at 11 a.m. at the 
Quaboag (North) Pond boat ramp on Quaboag Street, 
Brookfield. The Paddle Poker Run begins at noon and 
concludes promptly at 4 p.m. 

“Only manual powered craft (canoes, kayaks, pad-
dle boards, row boats, pedal boats, etc.) are permitted 
for this event,” said Seabourne. “The entry fee is $20 
per hand, but paddlers may play more than one hand, 
and there is no limit to the number of players or hands 
played per vessel.”

After signing a release form, all paddlers will receive 
a packet of information that includes full rules, score-
card, and route map. The course covers 3.5 miles of 
paddling with four stops along the way, drawing a card 
at each of the four stops.

“Upon returning to the North Pond boat ramp, 
paddlers will draw their fifth card,” said Seabourne. 
“Then, if  they are dissatisfied with their hand, players 
may draw up to two additional cards at the cost of $5 
per card.”

A $250 cash prize will be awarded for the winning 
hand, which is determined by standard poker hand 
rankings: straight flush, 4 of a kind, full house, flush, 
straight, 3 of a kind, 2 pair, pair, high card, and there 
are no “wild cards.”

Seabourne said, “a prize package of four Woo Sox 
tickets redeemable for any date will also be awarded to 
the player with the lowest, or worst hand.” 

Additional prizes have been donated by area mer-
chants including 308 Lakeside, Central Package Store, 
The Clam Box, E.B. Flatts, Honey Bee Farms, How-
ard’s Drive-In, Howe Lumber, Klem’s, Oakholm 
Brewery, Parson’s Auto, and Tip-Top Store. In addi-
tion, every registered paddler will receive a BOGO ice 

cream coupon from The Clam Box
Winning hands will be announced as soon as the 

last registered player returns to the North Pond boat 
ramp and all hands are ranked, which is expected to be 
about 4:15 p.m. 

Proceeds from this year’s Paddle Poker Run will 
benefit the Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association’s 
mission of preserving and protecting the quality of the 
two lakes (better known as North and South Ponds) 
and the surrounding watershed through the promotion 
of responsible, effective, environmental policies.

For additional information, visit the Quaboag Qua-
cumquasit Lake Association website at qqla.org or 
email event chair, Bill Seabourne at billcborn@gmail.
com.

Participants in the 2022 QQLA Paddle Poker Run queue up for their 
cards. SUBMITTED PHOTO

QQLA hosts 10th annual Paddle Poker Run
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BARRE – The Quabbin Regional High School 
Guidance Department announces college financial aid 
resources and scholarships that are available.

Information regarding both outside scholarships 
and the local scholarship program is accessible to the 
community on the Guidance Page of the QRMHS 
website, www.qrsd.org.

This information is updated frequently, as new in-
formation/scholarship opportunities become available.

There are two local scholarships that recently ex-
tended their application deadline due date to July 15: 
Barre Unit 2 American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship 
and the Barre Woman’s Club Scholarship. The crite-
ria and application for each of these scholarships are 
posted on the QRMHS website.  

Recent high school graduates, Class of 2023, are 
encouraged to apply. There are also additional schol-
arship opportunities still available posted to the web-
site.  

The Guidance Department is very appreciative to 
local scholarship donors for providing avenues to suc-
cess for students.

Scholarships still available 
to recent graduates

Basil, on the other hand, is best preserved in pesto. 
I make my own version less the pine nuts by filling a 
food processor with basil leaves (no stems or flowers), 
a few garlic cloves and olive oil. 

Once it reaches the desired consistency, I spoon it 
into ice cube trays.  Once frozen, I pop out the cubes 
into gallon size freezer bags.  

These can be added to all kinds of recipes or turned 
into real pesto (plus the pine nuts!) as needed. In the 
event that you can’t harvest basil, keep that foliage 
coming by pinching the flower heads off, otherwise it 
too will think it has done it’s job and it will begin to 
decline. 

Be on the lookout for Japanese beetles on your 
plants- cover them if you see the foliage getting eaten 
up or be diligent about hand picking the insects off  
into a bath of soapy water.

Enjoy the dog days of summer.  The maintenance 
outweighs the reward.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 31 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4
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WARE – Country Bank is pleased to congratulate one 
of its Difference Makers, Dianna Lussier, vice president of 
risk, on her recent graduation from the American Bankers 
Association, Stonier Graduate School of Banking.

“During the past three years, I gained valuable insights 
into leadership, innovation, ethics, business strategy, and 
change management. I’ve learned new perspectives and 
skillsets and built meaningful connections with leaders 
in the banking industry across the country. I know these 
connections will be a great resource for me throughout 
my career. Thank you to Country Bank for providing me 
with this opportunity to advance my leadership and other 
developmental skills that will make a difference in my ca-
reer, for my team, and the Bank,” said Lussier.

“We couldn’t be prouder of Dianna for her dedication 
to the completion of the American Bankers Association 
Stonier School of Banking.  She has worked hard over the 
course of this three-year program designed to enhance 
her leadership skills as a banker, a risk professional and 
a thought leader for the bank.  Dianna has always been 
enthusiastic about the learning opportunities offered by 
the Bank through her career at Country Bank and we are 
appreciative of her continued commitment to excellence,” 
said Miriam Siegel, FSVP, Chief Culture & Development 
Officer.

Country Bank announces Stonier Graduate

Diana Lussier graduates from Stonier Graduate School of Banking. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

BARRE – Learn to cook using your CSA share at 
Many Hands Sustainability Center, 411 Sheldon Road, 
on Saturday, July 22 from 10 a.m.-noon, followed by a 
farm lunch.

Taking the large step to buy a CSA share is some-
times followed by overwhelm, especially for those who 
may not center their eating around vegetables. Clare 
Caldwell and Julie Rawson, farmers at Many Hands 
Organic Farm will take the share from the week of July 
17 and turn it into a delicious lunch for us all to eat. 

Last year the CSA received these items during that 
week - chard, parsley, lettuce, chives, kale, summer 
squash, cucumbers, beets, sugar snap peas, radishes

This workshop is limited to 12 participants. The 
price for the workshop is $25-$75. 

Register at https://mhof.net/
Other events

A food preservation workshop will be held at Many 
Hands Sustainability Center on Saturday, Sept. 16 from 
10 a.m.-noon, followed by a pot luck lunch.

Clare Caldwell and Julie Rawson, farmers at Many Hands Organic 
Farm, will teach participants how to cook with their CSA share at a 
workshop on July 22. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Learn to cook with your CSA share July 22
BOSTON  – The Massachusetts Department of 

Transportation through the Massachusetts Safe 
Routes to School Program, held its annual awards 
ceremony to recognize the program’s partner schools, 
community champions, stakeholders, and crossing 
guards who have made significant contributions with-
in their communities by strengthening, promoting, 
and improving safety for students walking, biking, 
and rolling to school.

The Safe Routes to School awards are open to all 
school and alliance partners.

This year’s Awards Ceremony honored 217 schools 
across the Commonwealth including the Coalition for 
a Healthy North Brookfield and West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School. 

For the third year, the program recognized the im-
portant role crossing guards have in supporting fami-
lies’ safety as they access schools and neighborhoods 
across the Commonwealth. Approximately 175 Cross-
ing Guard nominations were submitted for consider-
ation from over 35 statewide communities.

  For more information on Massachusetts Safe 
Routes to School visit:

www.mass.gov/safe-routes-to-school

MassDOT announces Safe 
Routes to School awards

PAXTON – Anna Maria College announces the 
Dean’s List for the spring 2023 semester. 

Local students making the Dean’s List are: Brodin 
Coughlin of North Brookfield, Trista Daley of New 
Braintree, Heather Monroe of Sturbridge and Robert 
Howard of West Brookfield

Anna Maria College awards Dean’s List recogni-
tion to students enrolled in a full-time undergraduate 
day program in good standing who have attained in 
the previous semester a GPA of 3.5 with no grade low-
er than “B” for a minimum of four courses. 

Anna Maria College 
announces Dean’s List

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.
Let them know you saw

their ad in the

Quaboag Current

SUMMER SALE!!!
Don’t shop til you see us!!!

20% OFF 
Bike

Accessories
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- community -
which is only reached by about 4-6% of all Scouts. 

Kelley began his Scouting career as a Cub Scout in 
Brookfield Pack 159, later joining Troop 161 near the 
end of seventh grade.

A recent graduate of Tantasqua Regional High 
School, Kelley will attend Virginia Tech this fall, where 
he will join the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
of Cadets, which will educate and train him to enlist in 
the U.S. Marine Corps.

Kelley is working to pursue a career in the military 
or government.

“Make our way powerful, and our footsteps firm,” 
Mary Waytina read during the opening invocation of 
the ceremony. These are words that reflected Kelley’s 
determination to earn his Eagle Scout rank in about 
half the time it takes most Scouts.

“When I first started on my Eagle project, I thought 
I knew what I was going to do,” Kelley said, adding that 
help from his mentor Steve Perrault made him realize 
he had a lot to learn, and his path quickly changed.

With the help of Perrault, as well as mentors Ange-
lina Ostrenga and Laura Zappone-Kandoyan, Kelley 
found the perfect project for him to complete in his 
hometown.

Kelley’s Eagle Scout project for the East Brookfield 
Recreation Department at the Lake Lashaway Park 
Town Beach, was completed in January of this year. 

The project included building a kiosk to house a 
new “Beach Rules” sign and a message board; a new 
“Beach Rules” sign for the Pump House building lo-
cated at the beach; repairs and repainting nine picnic 
tables on the beach; and general clean-up of the beach 
area. 

Kelley completed the project with the help of the 
team he assembled, including fellow Scouts, adult 
leaders and family. This project was made possible 
with help from Leo Fayard of the East Brookfield 
Town Recreation Department; Scott Norrie of Howe 
Lumber, where Kelley purchased supplies for this proj-
ect; and Mark Carron, who was instrumental in the 
printing for the signs. 

Ostrenga and Kelley spent many early mornings 
and late nights working on details of the project.

“She listened to everything I had to say,” Kelley 
said.

Zappone-Kandoyan was “kind of intimidating” at 
first, Kelley said, but she was always there to answer 
his questions and keep him focused on his goal.

Kelley presented Perrault, Ostrenga and Zap-
pone-Kandoyan with the Mentor pin, honoring them 
for their support of his Eagle project, and their inte-
gral role in his Scouting journey.

For over 60 years, Troop 161 has seen many Scouts 
earn the rank of Eagle Scout

“The number of Scouts achieving this, from Troop 
161, is a testament to the men and women who vol-
unteer and lead these young individuals,” Kelley’s 
mother Charlene Kelley said. “At a time when positive 
role models are needed, they can be found within this 
Troop.”

Troop 161’s Scoutmaster Kevin Scherer said Kelley 
was a quiet kid, but always eager to help.

“He was always a good friend,” Scherer said.
Kelley’s friendship with fellow Scout and U.S. Ma-

rine Tyler Montgomery led him and Scherer to take 
part in an intense 20-mile hike that they embarked on 
at 5 a.m. one morning.

David Foote, who also served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, presented Kelley with a challenge coin on 
Montgomery’s behalf.

“He took what I hope is a nontraditional route 
to earn Eagle,” Scherer said jokingly, adding that he 
learned a lot about Kelley through this process.

“A lot happened in the last 12 months…he did a lot 
of it on his own,” Scherer said.

Scherer presented Kelley with a special patch for 
his collection, which is part of a new tradition he has 
started as Scoutmaster. Kelley received a council strip 
from Scherer’s childhood council. 

Kelley also earned a palm for completing the fishing 
merit badge. 

He was presented with an official citation from the 
House of Representatives, given to him by state Rep. 
Donnie Berthiaume.

Kelley’s former Scoutmaster Mark Fancy shared 
some memories of Kelley’s journey through Scouting, 
starting with a summer campout at Treasure Valley 
Scout Reservation.

Kelley and his friends decided to forgo tents, and 
camp in hammocks stacked four Scouts high on the 
outskirts of camp. 

“Some interesting games were had at night,” Fancy 
said, and many interesting visitors came through their 
improvised campsite…and not the two-legged kind.

“Ryan’s been a pleasure to have in the Troop,” Fan-
cy said.

Kelley reflected on his journey to Eagle Scout and 
said, “We can’t be truly secure without the help of 
others.” He thanked the friends he has made through 
Scouting and his leaders.

“Thank you for supporting me through every-
thing,” he said.

Kelley also thanked his family who were with him 
on this journey that began when he was just 6 or 7 
years old.

“My mom the most,” Kelley said emotionally. 

SCOUT   I  FROM PAGE 1

Ryan Kelley, left, joins the ranks of other Eagle Scouts during the Eagle Charge.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Dave Kelley puts the slide on his son Ryan Kelley’s Eagle Scout necker-
chief while Life Scout Joe Roderick (master of ceremonies for the Court 
of Honor), looks on. 

Ryan Kelley puts the father’s pin on his dad, Dave Kelley.

Charlene Kelley puts a pin on her son, Ryan Kelley, for earning his Eagle 
Scout rank.

Ryan Kelley displayed his collection of patches. 

transformed its theater into a patriotic ceremony as 
candidates from 50 different countries gathered to 
take the oath of allegiance and become proud citi-
zens of the United States. 

The ceremony began with The Old Sturbridge 
Village choir performing the National Anthem, and 
the drumline introducing the presentation of colors. 

Board of Trustees, Bichop Nawrot, representing 
Old Sturbridge Village, said that this has been his 
third year of speaking at the ceremony. 

“I was naturalized— I am proud to be a citizen 
of my country; it’s the greatest on Earth,” Nawrot 
said. He said that speaking in front of the new cit-
izens and audience brings more satisfaction to him 
than becoming a citizen himself.

“I really began to appreciate the importance of it 
more by speaking for the last three years than when 
I was in that spot,” he said.

Newly naturalized citizen Yana Andreeva, origi-
nally from Russia, was ecstatic to become a citizen 
of the United States. 

“It’s been a very long journey and I’m very excit-
ed. It’s a big milestone in my life,” she said.

Andreeva said that the process took a long time, 

Old Sturbridge Village held the Naturalization Ceremony on July 4 
inside the Stephen M. Brewer Theater due to rainy weather. TURLEY 
PHOTO BY ANJOLINA FANTARONI

CEREMONY   I  FROM PAGE 1

but was rewarding in every aspect. 
“I had to go through a lot of paperwork in the 

process and interview for official papers, but it is so 
worth it to become a citizen of such a great coun-
try with great opportunities,” she said.

Andreeva brought her best friend to the cere-
mony with her, because her family is still living in 
Russia. 
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Cole and Jamie Hubacz and Macken-
zie McHatton and Michelle La Riviere. 
Other committee members are Natalie 
Masterjohn and Michael Doldo.

As the band played, there was much 
going on everywhere for diversion for 
the young as they played with bubble 
machines or had their faces painted, 
were tattooed and put chalk on the 
street. Others rode around in front of 
the bandstand on bikes and scooters. 

A great time for kids, and it did not 
deter from those wishing to listen to the 
music.

As one walked along the East Main 
Street side of the Common there would 
be found the Emergency Management 
team providing information to interest-
ed concert goers. They were holding a 
kayak raffle at $5 a ticket.

Dick Lapierre, the Deputy Director 
explained that the raffle was to raise 
money for equipment, and for the team 
to help out the Fire Department when 
they needed a little sustenance during a 
long fire.

Further on, were a couple of food 
trucks, specifically Taco Dude, provid-
ing a south of the border flavor and Big 
T’s Jerky House for barbeque fans.

On the North Main Street side was 
the largest grown lemon in the world. 

Well, actually, no. It was a lemonade 
stand in the shape of a lemon that was 
doing a good business. Another stand 
served cotton candy.

The Lions’ stand, often at local 
events, was serving burgers and popcorn 
and other such fast food. 

Before the singing of the National 

Anthem, the crowd had filled much of 
the common.

The second band, Wheelsmith be-
gan after being introduced by Mike 
and some sound work by Bill Ryan of 
FarmView Studios. They started with a 
rousing version of “The Boys are Back 
in Town” originally by the Irish band, 
Thin Lizzy.

Wheelsmith consists of John Wheel-
er on keyboard and vocals. Paul Leb-
eau on guitar and vocals. There are the 
Smith Brothers: Marshall on guitar and 
vocals and Ian on bass and vocals. Jon 
Richt is on drums.

At 8 p.m., Kadence Martin came 
up to the microphone and sang the 
Star-Spangled Banner. It was a lovely 
performance of our national anthem.

Over at the bonfire itself, smoke that 
would turn into flame rose while Martin 
sang. 

After that, Wheelsmith continued on 
until near 10 p.m.

It was a fine evening and a “well 
done” should go to Mahoney and her 
team.

Also, there were businesses in town 
who provided support for the concert. 
Tequila Bonfire was sponsored by Quirk 
Wire and Wheelsmith by Country Bank.

Support for the year’s program was 
also provided by Sherman Oil, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank and Bonin’s 
Wood Products and Landscape Supply. 

The Police, Fire and Highway De-
partments maintain the bandstand and 
keep the events safe. Many others con-
tributed as well.

The concerts will continue on into 

August on Wednesday nights. Upcom-
ing concerts include The Green Sisters 
on July 19, Changes in Latitude on July 

26, Gumbo on Aug. 2 and The Brum-
bletones on Aug. 9.

CONCERT   I  FROM PAGE 1

The bonfire begins for the 50th year of the concert season. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

The Emergency Management Team’s kayak raffle was a good cause. Erin Mahoney is shown making bubbles. Just because you’re in charge 
doesn’t mean you can’t have fun.

Members of the Bandstand Committee, Cole Hubacz, Jamie Hubacz, and 
MacKenzie McHatton.

Wheelsmith rocks the bandstand. Country music was performed by Tequila Bonfire.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WHITINSVILLE—Stur-
bridge Post 109 and North-
bridge Post 343 were both 
looking to celebrate their first 
victories of the season entering 
last Thursday’s Zone 4 Legion 
baseball game.

After Sturbridge took a 2-0 
lead in the top of the first in-

ning, Northbridge responded 
with five unanswered runs lead-
ing to a 5-2 home victory. 

“We were up 2-0 with the 
bases loaded with no outs in the 
first inning,” said Sturbridge 
manager Jim Rossel. “We had 
their pitcher on the ropes and 
all we needed was one hit to 
break the game wide open, but 
we didn’t get it. We only had a 
couple of hits during the rest of 

the game. It’s another frustrat-
ing loss for us.”   

Sturbridge, who haven’t won 
a game in two years, had a 0-10 
record following the road loss.

“We’re a young team this 
year,” Rossel said. “We have a 
bunch of 15 and 16 year olds 
playing against 18 year olds. 
Our defense also made some 
costly errors in tonight’s game.”  

Sturbridge began their 

first inning with back-to-back 
walks by second baseman Jar-
el Martinez and catcher Bran-
don Phillips. The visiting team 
then loaded the bases when 
third baseman Ethan Laplante 
was safe at first base following 
a fielding error by the North-
bridge first baseman.

Shortstop Devin Kroch-
malnyckyj drove home the 
game’s first run with a ground 

ball single up the middle into 
centerfield. Phillips scored 
Sturbridge’s second run of the 
opening frame on an infield hit 
by left fielder Ryan Kelly. The 
inning continued with center-
fielder CJ Harrell grounding 
into a fielder’s choice play be-
fore Northbridge righthander 
Chase Falcon struck out the 
next batters.

Sturbridge Legion falls to Northbridge

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Mamadi Jiana was 
one of the seven reserve players listed 
on the Western Mass. Pioneers start-
ing line-up sheet for last Friday night’s 
USL League Two match-up with Ver-
mont Green FC. 

Jiana, who was a member of the 
boys’ varsity soccer team at Chicopee 
High School a couple of years ago, en-
tered the match during the 78th min-
ute. Two minutes later, he scored what 
turned out to be the game winning 
goal. The Pioneers kept their postsea-
son dreams alive with an exciting 1-0 
victory before the largest crowd of the 
regular season at Lusitano Stadium.  

“The tempo was very high when 
I came into the game late in the sec-
ond half, and I was ready for the mo-
ment,” Jiana said. “When I saw the 
scoring opportunity, I knew that I had 
to capitalize on it. We played very well 
tonight, and it just feels amazing. I’m 
very proud of the guys.” 

It was Jiana’s third goal of the reg-
ular season and all of them were game 
winners.

HOLYOKE – PeoplesBank 
are the elite of the Tri-Coun-
ty Baseball League, and are 
now 13-1 heading into the fi-
nal stretch of the season. Last 
week, the Bankers scored at 
14-4 win over St. Joe’s, and a 
12-1 win over DiFranco Realty. 
Those wins took place on con-

secutive nights and the Bankers 
now have a five-point lead for 
first place. The Chicopee Falls 
Tigers hold second place at 10-
5-1. St. Joe’s has moved into 
third place at 7-8. The regular 
season is heading for a close 
during the next two weeks.

Bankers rolling to 
first place finish

Pioneers score shutout to 
keep playoff chances going

Dave Clark makes a good throw to first. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHO-
TOS.COM

Cam McDonald winds up for a long throw 
for an out.

James Flahive continues to rack up wins 
for PeoplesBank.

Gianluca Cersosimo sends a kick away. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Tomas Duben stops the ball as he runs into the opposing defense.See PIONEERS   I   PAGE 10

See LEGION   I   PAGE 10
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Falcon, who graduated from Sutton High School in 
June, only allowed three base runners during the final 
51/3 innings he was standing on the mound. Falcon 
finished his outing with two runs on four base hits. He 
walked three and struck out twelve.

With two outs in the top of the second in-
ning, Phillips grounded a single into left field.  
Three innings later, Phillips hit a flyball single to left 
field with one out before stealing second base. 

Falcon, who had retired eight in a row, set down the 
next two batters on a strikeout and groundout. 

Sturbridge’s only other base runner was first base-
man Chase Bond, who walked with one out in the sev-
enth inning. 

Falcon struck out the next batter before reach-
ing the pitch limit. Zack Feeney, who started at sec-
ond base, only threw one pitch to end the game on a 
groundout.

Sturbridge righthander Addrian De Choudens 
went the distance, but he didn’t receive very much 
support from the defense. He allowed five runs (three 
earned) on seven hits and struck out three. 

After Northbridge (1-9) cut the deficit in half in the 
second inning, they took the lead by scoring two un-
earned runs in the following frame. 

The home team added single runs in the fifth and 
sixth innings.

LEGION   I  FROM PAGE 9

“We can’t win games with just eleven players,” said 
Pioneers longtime head coach Federico Molinari. “We 
need contributions from all 18 players to be successful. 
Mamadi is a local player and we’re very happy to have 
him on our team this year.”  

Jiana scored his first goal wearing a Pioneers uni-
form in a 2-1 road win against AC Connecticut on 
June 10. A little more than two weeks later, Jiana, who 
currently lives in Westfield, was a starter in another 
road match against Pathfinder FC. He netted the only 
goal of that contest. 

During the past two years, Jiana scored 17 goals 
and had 13 assists for a total of 47 points as a member 
of the men’s soccer team at Norwich University, which 
competes at the Division 3 level. He recently entered 
the NCAA transfer portal and is hoping to play soccer 
for a Division 1 school in the fall.  Jiana has two more 
years of college eligibility remaining. 

The Norwich University men’s soccer coach was 
Adam Pfeifer, who retired at the end of last season.  
Pfeifer is currently the Athletic Director at Kimball 
Union Academy and is also the Vermont Green head 
coach. 

The first and second place finishers in the Northeast 
Division will qualify for the playoffs.

The Pioneers (8-1-3) and Vermont (9-3-0) are bat-
tling for one of those two spots, along with the Sea-
coast United Phantoms. If the Pioneers can win their 
final two regular season matches at Albany, which 
was scheduled to be played on Tuesday night, and at 
home against AC Connecticut on Saturday night, they 
should lock up a playoff berth. The last time that the 
Pioneers didn’t qualify for the playoffs was in 2018.   

“This is a very good win for us tonight,” Molinari 
said. “We made a couple of changes at halftime, and 
we played a lot better in the second half.”  

Alec Hughes, who entered the match at the start of 
the second half, had a couple of opportunities to give 
the home team a 1-0 advantage. 

Hughes breakaway shot in the 58th minute was 
flicked over the endline by Vermont goalie Nathan 
Schmur resulting in a corner kick. 

Less than ten minutes later, Hughes had another 
wide open shot, but his chip shot clanked off the cross 
bar.  

The Pioneers didn’t miss their third scoring chance. 
The scoring play began when Connor Bagdon, who 

had also entered the match at halftime, intercepted a 
pass before delivering a pass to Lucio Berron. After 
dribbling the ball over the midfield line, Berron made a 
short pass to Ignacio Albo, who then found Jiana open 
on the left side. Jiana dribbled the ball into the box 
before firing a rocket shot into the right corner past 
Schmur, who made a diving attempt to make the save.

“I was wide open, and Ignacio passed the ball to 
me,” Jiana said. “Then I shot the ball with my right 
foot into the corner. As soon as I shot the ball, I knew 
that it was going to go into the net.”      

When the Pioneers made the trek north to the Uni-
versity of Vermont on June 17, Albo scored the only 
goal of the match.   

A year ago, the Pioneers pulled out a thrilling 3-2 
come-from-behind home victory over the Vermont 
Green.

In the first ever meeting between the USL-League 
two rivals. 

During the first half of last Friday’s home match, 

Western Mass. goalie Gianluca Cerosimo (4 saves) 
made a couple of outstanding saves, which allowed Ji-
ana to score his third game winner of the season with 
ten minutes remaining in regulation. 

PIONEERS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Stevan Milosevic dribbles up the field. Connor Hicks, of Monson, runs down the ball.

Jaiden Williams plays the ball.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEET-
DOGPHOTOS.COM

MILFORD – Six-time NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour champion Doug 
Coby will look to add yet another track 
to his winners list this Saturday night. 
Wall Stadium Speedway, located in New 
Jersey, is a high-banked, high-speed 
track that has tight corners and often 
produces exciting side-by-side racing.

When the NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fied Tour rolls into town for the Jersey 
Shore 150, Coby will drive the Tommy 
Baldwin Racing, Mayhew Tools No. 
7NY. With one win this season (Monad-
nock Speedway), Coby enters the race 
third, 30 points back in the champion-
ship standings on the Whelen Modified 
Tour circuit entering the eighth race of 
the season. 

In his 35 career wins, Coby has been 
to Victory Lane at 12 different tracks. 
At Wall Stadium, Coby has three career 
Tour starts, with only one coming in the 
last 18 years. Coby started sixth, led 72 

laps and finished 10th in 2019. He did 
not compete in the Whelen Modified 
Tour event at Wall last year, but Jim-
my Blewett won in the Tommy Baldwin 
Racing entry Coby will be driving for 
this event.

“I watched the race last year and it 
didn’t seem like it was similar to the 
one in 2019,” Coby said. “It seemed like 
the groove had moved around. Wall is 
one of those places that can throw a lot 
at you – and a lot can happen quickly. 
Our car will be good. I’ve never won 
there and it’s on my bucket list of tracks 
where I want to win. I got my first pole 
there, used to race at Little Wall as a kid, 
and I’ve always liked the facility.”

Saturday’s practice session will roll 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m., followed by May-
hew Tools qualifying and the Jersey 
Shore 150 at 8 p.m. The main event will 
be live on FloRacing.TV for those who 
would like to watch from home.

Wall Stadium Speedway to host big race
SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 

Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
four new board members. Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake, Executive Director 
of the National Basketball Players 
Association Foundation, was named 
to the Board of Governors. Exec-
utive Chairman of Delano Media 
Group, Todd Delano; Former NBA 
Head Coach and Player, Vinny Del 
Negro; and Thomas Tull, Chairman 
of the USIT Fund, and Chairman 
of Tulco Holdings, were named to 
the Board of Trustees. 

“We are very pleased to be add-
ing Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Todd 
Delano, Vinny Del Negro, and 
Thomas Tull as board members,” 
said Jerry Colangelo, Board Chair 
of the Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame. “Each new member brings 
unique perspectives which will be 
invaluable in supporting the Hall of 

Fame’s mission to promote and pre-
serve the game.”

“I look forward to working close-
ly with our new Board members,” 
said John Doleva, President and 
CEO of the Hall of Fame. “We have 
a significant amount of investment 
coming to the Hall over the next 
few years, and the Board’s input and 
guidance is critical to the success of 
our organizational goals.”

Board members serve as ambas-
sadors of the Hall while also be-
ing responsible for preserving the 
fundamental mission and financial 
well-being of the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. The Board is made up of indi-
viduals that work in or have worked 
in the game, as well as business lead-
ers that have supported the game in 
Springfield, Mass., or on a national 
or global level. 

HoopHall introduces new board members
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.

HOLYOKE – Last Saturday, the Valley Blue Sox 
swept a doubleheader versus another North Division 
opponent. The team defeated the Upper Valley Night-
hawks 4-1 to climb back to .500 on the season at 14-14. 
Valley now leads the West Division by one game over 
the Bristol Blues.

As in the first game, the Nighthawks got on the 
board first, following a sacrifice fly in the top of the 
second. 

Blue Sox pitching was rock solid in the ballgame, 
only allowing one run off five hits. Dillon Ryan started 
the game for the team, pitching three innings allowing 
one run while striking out two batters.

Michael Weidinger would relieve Ryan in the top 
of the fourth inning, pitching two shutout innings and 
striking out five batters. 

All of the runs for the Blue Sox came in the bottom 
of the fifth following a huge rally, even with the team 
only recording two hits in the inning. Efrain Correa Jr. 
was hit by a pitch, Will Gale singled, and newcomer 
Jack Power walked to make it bases loaded with no 
outs. 

Jeff Pierantoni and Eliot Dix both hit RBI fielder’s 
choices to take the lead for Valley. The team added two 
more insurance runs off an RBI single from AJ Guer-
rero, and a throwing error from Upper Valley to allow 
the final run of the ballgame. 

Jason Arrigo would relieve Weidinger to close the 
game for Valley. Arrigo’s curveball was ranked third 
in the league in RPM. The right-hander pitched two 
scoreless innings to earn himself the save, and added 
to his strikeout totals with three more on the night. 

AJ Guerrero went 2-for-3 in the game, with an RBI. 
Will Gale also had two hits, going 2-for-2 with a walk 
and a stolen base. 

In Game 1, another close game throughout the sev-
en inning contest saw the Blue Sox rallying back from 

a three run deficit to claim the victory. 
The Nighthawks scored one run in the top of the 

first inning following an RBI double, then added two 
more in the top of the second inning off an RBI single. 

Sean Scanlon was on the bump to start the 
game for Valley, pitching four innings while al-
lowing three runs and striking out two batters. 
In the bottom of the second inning, the Blue Sox took 
a run back off of an RBI double from Zach Ketter-
man. Matt Bergevin scored on the play to make it a 
3-1 game.

Valley added two more runs to tie the game in the 
bottom of the third following RBI singles from AJ 
Guerrero and Matt Bergevin. 

The Blue Sox then wasted no time taking the lead, 
scoring a run in the bottom of the fourth inning fol-
lowing the first home run hit by a Blue Sox player at 
home this season. Zach Ketterman hit a towering solo 
shot over the right field wall to make it a 4-3 ballgame. 
The third baseman went 2-for-3 with two RBIs in the 
contest.

Terry Murray relieved Scanlon in the top of the 
fifth inning, pitching two innings allowing one un-
earned run while striking out two.

The Nighthawks rallied back to tie the game 4-4 in 
the top of the sixth after two straight errors from the 
Blue Sox.

Zach Cameron pitched a scoreless frame in the top 
of the seventh to set the Blue Sox up to walk it off in 
the bottom half of the inning.

Jeff Pierantoni walked in the bottom of the sev-
enth, then AJ Guerrero hit a double to put runners on 
second and third with only one out. EJ Kreutzmann 
hit a ground ball down the third base line allowing Jeff  
Pierantoni to score. The Blue Sox secured their second 
walk-off victory of the season 5-4.

Blue Sox score doubleheader sweep

Turley Publications sports department has 
recently joined Instagram. You can find our 
account by searching “turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples of photos that you 
will see in our publications on a weekly basis. 
Please follow and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections, but as always, you can 
see all the photos that appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Follow Turley Sports 
on Instagram
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were joined by Danny Santos and Adhemar Martinez 
and the group of friends made grilled cheese sand-
wiches with a smile. 

Meg Jaquith and her family had a booth set up for 
her escape room in Sturbridge, “Escape the Pike”. 

They had candy, light-up toys, and glow sticks for 
the fireworks later in the evening. The puzzle boxes 
they brought were equally as entertaining.

Hillios Novelties had a booth filled with light up 
toys, batons, hats, headbands, and jewelry for the fire-
works. Tim and Sarah Hillios and their daughters, 
Madison and Lexi, manned the booth.

Josephine Hillios is the owner of the 30-year-old 
business and her favorite fireworks display is the one 
here in East Brookfield. 

Girl Scout Troops 64704 and 65196 had a booth 
of Girl Scout cookies for sale. Corrina Burdette and 
Riley McArthur, who are Daisies, ran the booths with 
leaders Laura Burdette and Sereena Novia. 

The parade was filled with many emergency re-
sponse vehicles from towns surrounding East Brook-
field all the way out to Holland. There were fire trucks, 
ambulances, ladder trucks, and many police cruisers. 

All trucks in the parade had lights flashing and 
horns and sirens blaring - it truly was a spectacle. The 
Latter family, Nate and Kay and their daughter Ad-
die, enjoyed the parade and the candy one of the floats 
threw to the gathered children. 

PARADE  I  FROM PAGE 1

Tim and Sarah Hillios of Hillios Novelties. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE 
PAPPAS

Nate and Kay Latter enjoyed the parade with their daughter Addie.

Girl Scouts are shown from left, Teaghan Jaquith, Sereena Novia, Riley McArthur (white), Laura Burdette, and 
Corinna Burdette (pink).

West Brookfield Fire Department, from left, Holly Collette, Ken Collette, Danny Santos and Adhemar Martinez. 

East Brookfield will continue to host these celebra-
tions annually, and every year there is new fun to be 

had and more to explore. The East Brookfield fire-
works display is truly one of a kind.

BARRE – This Sunday, July 16, marks the begin-
ning of Quabbin Community Band concerts to be held 
on the Barre Common on the newly restored Harding 
Allen bandstand from 6-8 p.m. 

As always, bring your lawn chair or blanket and get 
ready for a toe-tapping good time as this week the band 
will feature pop and rock music favorites arranged just 
for the concert band. 

As they continue to take time to look back to the 
1970s when the Quabbin Community Band came into 
being, it’s fitting that a number of musical selections 
from this concert come from that era: “Peter Framp-
ton Medley”, “California Dreamin’”, “Sounds of the 
Carpenters” and “The Best of Stevie Wonder” all were 
published during the 1970s. They’ll reach as far back 
as Frank Sinatra, and come forward to include a med-
ley of hits from supergroup ABBA. 

It’s also fun to look back at some of the area busi-
nesses who supported the band back in 1973 when the 
group was trying to accomplish many things including 
an exchange trip to the Netherlands, and the purchase 
of the dormant Barre Boys Club building located near 
Nornay Park in South Barre in hopes of turning it into 
a community music center. 

A few supporters from the original 1973 program 
booklet no longer in business included Nick’s Place 
(South Barre), Gilbertville Mills, Inc (Gilbertville), 
Beard Chevrolet Pontiac (Barre), Snyder & Britton 
Funeral Home (Barre), Bob’s Variety (Barre Com-
mon), The Barre Wool Combing Co. (South Barre), 
Mall’s Frostee (Barre Common), and Caruso’s Restau-

rant & Lounge (South Barre). 
It’s always been the people and businesses of Barre 

and surrounding towns that have put the “community” 
in the band. Many thanks to all those who were able to 
support the band in the past and thanks again to those 
who continue to do so.

Margaret Reidy is the current musical director of 
QCB who encourages musicians of all ages to join the 
band at 6:30 p.m. each Monday night through Aug. 7 
at the Barre Town Hall for weekly practice. Be sure to 
follow the band on Facebook at Quabbin Community 
Band.

Shown from left are Steve Ferrandino of Rutland, Julia Sullivan of Barre, 
Tina Maki of Sterling and Susan Nourse of Holden. This photo was taken 
in rehearsal, circa 1976. SUBMITTED PHOTO

QCB presents popular music 
through the decades

During the week of June 19-26, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Department responded to 17 
building/property checks, 44 directed/area patrols, 
six traffic control, seven radar assignments, four 
emergency 911 calls, one citizen assist, one assist 
other agency, one safety hazard, three animal calls 
and four motor vehicle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, June 19
2 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Oakham Road, Spo-

ken To

Tuesday, June 20
10 a.m. 911 Harassment, Padre Road, Taken/

Referred to Other Agency
10:21 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Gilbertville 

Road, Dispatch Handled
8:23 p.m. Safety Hazard, Oakham Road, Tak-

en/Referred to Other Agency

Wednesday, June 21
1:47 p.m. Assist Citizen, Gilbertville Road, 

Officer Handled
4:47 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Scott 

Road, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, June 25
3:56 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, Barr 

Road, Spoken To

New Braintree 
Police Log
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – In its first western Massachu-
setts event, the IRONMAN 70.3 saw 1,141 athletes 
from around the world compete in the sports of swim-
ming, biking and running.

The middle distance triathlon started with 1.2 miles 
of swimming in the Connecticut River, followed by 56 
miles of biking, and ended with 13.1 miles of running.

This event held on June 11 was a first for the city, 
and it was also a first for Stamford, Connecticut res-
ident Andrew Les. In fact, it’s the first race he’s ever 
competed in.

“I’ve actually done zero; never even done a 5K road 
race before,” Les said.

Coming in 318th overall, Les completed the swim-
ming in 36:23, biking in 2:50:45 and the running in 
1:57:41. 

When asked if  he would compete in the IRON-
MAN 70.3 again, Les said he’d consider it if  it came 
back to Springfield.

“If you asked me right after the race, I was a very 
positive ‘no,’” Les said with a laugh.

Les, who grew up in Palmer and has family living 
in Holland, said an event like the IRONMAN 70.3 is 
good for the city, but it takes many months of prepa-
ration to train for.

“It’s a big time commitment…the training is in-
tense,” he said. 

Preparation for the triathlon began in mid-Decem-
ber for Les, who was asked to be a training partner for 
a friend.

“I just so happened to be the lucky one that was 
drafted,” Les said.

Using a training program they found online, Les 
and his friend spent almost half a year preparing for 
the race. Unfortunately, Les was injured less than four 
months into training and was sidelined for a month 
and half.

Training consisted of swimming in the pool at 5:30 
a.m. twice a week before work, as well as twice a week 
on the bike and twice a week running.

Les said for many competing in triathlons, the big-
gest challenge is the swimming. He has done survival 
swimming before, but didn’t swim in high school and 
college and was “starting from scratch” for this event.

“That was the biggest mental battle for me, I was 
nervous about it. But in the actual event, the swim was 
the easiest,” Les said. “The bike and the run are the 
two more challenging of the events.”

Les said he really hopes the race returns to Spring-
field and he was grateful for the crowd of people along 
the route that cheered him and other athletes on.

He was also impressed with the diversity of the ath-
letes, who ranged in age from 18-79.

“It’s just amazing how many people do it from all 
ages…It’s pretty incredible,” Les said. “I know what it 
took just to get there…it is not an easy race.”

Although this wasn’t Daniel Moriarty’s first IRON-
MAN, the Springfield race saw Monson Savings 
Bank’s President and Chief Executive Officer coming 
in 86th in his age division and 884th overall.

His times were 36:34 for swimming, 3:19:54 for bik-
ing and 2:50:44 for running.

He joked that his aim was to take first place in the 
bank CEO and presidents class.

Moriarty said he’s done a couple of local triathlons 
prior to this, and has even competed in a full IRON-
MAN 140.6 in Mont-Tremblant, Quebec, Canada in 
2015.

Moriarty knows the importance of fitness and 
health, and helped Monson Savings Bank distribute 
$20,000 worth of new bicycles and helmets to area 
youth through the 150 Build-a-Bike campaign in cele-
bration of the Bank’s 150th anniversary last year.

When asked what his favorite event of the triathlon 
was, Moriarty agreed with Les and said it was “100% 
the swim.”

“After learning how to swim, I just think it’s one of 
the best exercises anybody can do,” he said. 

Moriarty was also injured during his training, as a 
result of playing pickleball for the first time and strain-
ing his calf. Because of this, he was only able to get out 
and run a few times before the race. 

Moriarty competed in the IRONMAN 70.3 as part 
of his regular work day, decked out in Monson Sav-
ing’s Bank gear to promote the local bank. 

He said he trains all year long and stays active to 

help cope with the stresses of his day.
Not all athletes competed as individuals, with sev-

eral opting to complete the IRONMAN 70.3 as part 
of a relay team.

Chris Snow, a longtime resident and business owner 
in Belchertown (who recently moved to Holyoke) said 
his relay team finished sixth out of a field of 39 teams. 

Snow said this was his fifth half-IRONMAN triath-
lon, but he also competed in a full distance triathlon 
last July in Lake Placid, New York. 

In the last three years, Snow has lost over 85 pounds 
while training for IRONMAN, and described the ex-
perience as “life changing.”

“When I signed up for my first IRONMAN, I’d 
never swum laps in a pool, I didn’t own a bike, and I 
could barely run a mile,” he said.

Snow completed the biking portion of the race; 
joined by Devon Santos of South Hadley and Austin 
Terault from Greer, South Carolina.

Terault is Snow’s nephew, and he was the team’s 
runner.

“This was his first experience competing in a triath-
lon of any capacity, but not likely his last,” Snow said.

Santos took on the swimming portion of the race 
and she is also a seasoned marathoner, having com-
pleted the Boston Marathon in the last two years. 
Like Snow, Santos has also completed a full-distance 
IRONMAN.

While no date has been set for the 2024 IRONMAN 
70.3 Western Massachusetts triathlon, registration is 
set open Sept. 6. For more information, visit www.
ironman.com/im703-western-massachusetts-register. 

Athletes compete in first ever local IRONMAN triathlon

During the running portion of the IRONMAN, the partici-
pants biked over the Memorial Bridge.

Runners run along the Springfield River Walk.

Dan Moriarty runs the along the trail that was setup in 
Riverfront Park.

Andrew Les makes a lap through the running course of 
the triathalon.

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE July 14 & 15 8-4.  
2 Country Club Lane Monson.  An-
tiques,collectables, tools 50 year col-
lection

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2013 SUMMERLAND 28’ ONE 
BUMP OUT SLEEPS 6, PLENTY 
OF STORAGE GREAT CONDITION 
MUST BE SEEN ASKING $12,000.00 
(413)238-0199

GRUMMAN 17’ ALUMINUM CANOE 
VERY GOOD CONDITION $550.00 
CALL (508)826-4253

LIKE NEW WOODEN OUTDOOR 
CHAISE LOUNGE WITH CUSH-
ION $150.00 ALSO ALUMINUM 
CHAISE LOUNGE $75.00 CALL 
GARY (413)583-2183

TAG SALE
85 NIPMUCK STREET PALMER 
MA JULY 7-9 AND JULY 14-16 9:00-
4:00 HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES, TOOLS AND MUCH 
MORE

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEEP IT PAINTING– Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

CUSTODIAL – PART-
TIME SEASONAL EM-
PLOYMENT position avail-
able. 15-20 hours per week 
light cleaning. Call Pride 
Cleaning Contractors Inc. 
413-283-7087.

THE HOLLAND HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT IS LOOKING FOR A 
FULL TIME EMPLOYEE START-
ING IN AUGUST. POTENTIAL APPLI-
CANTS MUST HAVE AT LEAST 10 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, HAVE A 
CDL AND HOISTING LICENSE. AP-
PLY BY PHONE TO (413)245-3276 
OR SEND AN EMAIL highwayd-
ept@hollandma.org

FOR RENT
3 BR DUPLEX off-street parking, 
Stove, refrigerator included. W/d hook-
up. $1,400/ mo. First, security. Near Big 
Y and MA Pike. NO PETS. 413-668-
8348, 413-544-9012.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
Fast Rubbish Removal

Junk Appliance Cleanouts.

We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising

DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Buying? 
Selling?

Our
Classifieds

Get 
Results!
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Town of North Brookfield
Board of Selectmen

Public Hearing Notice
The North Brookfield 

Board of Selectmen will hold 
a public hearing on the appli-
cation of Connect Restaurant 
NB for a new On-Premise 
Al l  L iquor  Res tauran t 
License at 341 North Main 
Street, North Brookfield, 
MA 01535. The hearing 
will be held at 6:15PM on 
Tuesday, August 1, 2023 at 
the North Brookfield Police 
Department, located at 55 
School Street, during the 
regular meeting of the Board 
of Selectmen. All interested 
parties are urged to attend. 

Jason M Petraitis, 
Chairman

Board of Selectmen
June 28, 2023

07/07, 07/14/2023

TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD

LEGAL NOTICE
In  acco rdance  w i th 

the provisions of M.G.L. 
Chapter 138, Section 15, a 
public hearing will be held 
on Tuesday, July 25, 2023, 
at 6:00 PM in the Lower-
Level Meeting Room, 2 
East Main Street,  West 
Brookfield,  MA on the 
application for a Transfer 
of License to Shri Sai Ram, 
LLC d/b/a Main Street 
Liquors, with a Manager of 
Record as Abhishek Gupta 
located at 11 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield, MA 
01585.

The public is invited to 
attend with any comments or 
concerns.
07/14/2023

CLUES ACROSS
1. Database 

management 
system

5. Medical 
procedures

11. __ Clapton, 
musician

12. Defender
16. Exert oneself
17. Indicates position
18. Prevents river 

overflow
19. Atrocities
24. Mister
25. Ends
26. Slope or tilt
27. Taxi
28. The very ends
29. Actor Sean
30. Japanese 

persimmon
31. Sours
33. Beneficiary
34. Baseball official
38. Muddy, boggy 

ground

39. Not worldly
40. Actress Lathan
43. Soil
44. __-Cola
45. Asleep
49. __ Angeles
50. Give birth to a 

child
51. Beach shelter
53. Commercial
54. Taste property
56. Local jurisdictions
58. It cools your 

home
59. Dismounted from 

a horse
60. Charge with a 

crime
63. Close in
64. Spoke
65. Famed garden

CLUES DOWN
1. Draw a scene
2. Its sultan is famous
3. Unlucky accident
4. A way to ski

5. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

6. Saw
7. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
8. Belonging to me
9. Shoelace tube
10. Takes to court
13. Early multimedia
14. In a way, 

produces
15. Bowlers
20. Of I
21. Equally
22. Gets some sun
23. A place to stay
27. Town in Galilee
29. Aronofsky film
30. Klingon character, 

“Star Trek”
31. Equal to 100 

square meters
32. Atomic #58
33. Arrived extinct
34. Loosen grip
35. A distinctive odor 

that is unpleasant

36. Membranes
37. Some is 

poisonous
38. Partner to Pa
40. Small brown gray 

rail
41. A salt or ester of 

acetic acid
42. Sodium
44. Military official 

(abbr.)
45. Lighted
46. Took off
47. All
48. Ohio city
50. More abject
51. A radio band
52. Controversial tech 

product (abbr.)
54. Monetary unit
55. Passed with flying 

colors
57. A way to win a 

boxing match
61. The Golden State
62. Home of the 

Longhorns

BROOKFIELD -- The Supreme Ju-
dicial Court has denied former Brook-
field Selectman Stephen Comtois’s ap-
plication for further appellate review of 
the Appeals Court  decision upholding 
the State Ethics Commission’s Aug. 18, 
2020 decision that he violated the con-
flict-of-interest law.

 Following an adjudicatory hearing, 
the Commission found that Comtois 
had violated the conflict-of-interest law 
by acting as a Brookfield selectman to 
derail a proposed donation of land to 
the town so that he could purchase the 
land for himself and ordered Comtois 
to pay a $20,000 civil penalty. Comtois 
appealed to the Superior Court, which 
upheld the Commission’s decision and 
order, and then appealed to the Appeals 
Court, which affirmed the Superior 
Court decision. With the Supreme Judi-
cial Court’s denial of Comtois’s appli-
cation for further appellate review, the 
Appeals Court decision upholding the 
Commission’s decision and order stands 
as decisional law. Comtois must now 
pay the $20,000 civil penalty.

  Comtois’s conflict-of-interest law 
violations date to 2016, when a former 
Brookfield resident offered to donate a 
parcel of undeveloped land to the town 
because she believed it was unbuildable 
and over-assessed. The town taxed the 
land as buildable and assessed its value 
as $43,900. 

Although interested in purchasing 
the land himself, Comtois voted as a se-
lectman to submit the proposed land do-
nation to an upcoming Town Meeting, 
then volunteered to serve as the Board 

of Selectmen’s liaison to the landown-
er. As a selectman, Comtois contact-
ed the landowner’s real estate broker, 
misled her into believing the Board of 
Selectmen opposed the proposed land 
donation, then offered to buy the land 
himself. 

Comtois never informed the town 
of his intent to purchase the land and 
dodged questions from the town’s assis-
tant assessor regarding the status of the 
land donation. Comtois then purchased 
the property for $200 and agreed to pay 
legal expenses associated with the pur-
chase.

 Through his actions as a selectman 
concerning the land donation, Comtois 
violated the conflict-of-interest law’s 
prohibition against municipal employ-
ees participating as such in matters in 
which they know they have a financial 
interest. In addition, by using his posi-
tion as selectman to derail the donation 
of the land to the town so he could pur-
chase it for himself, Comtois violated 
the law’s prohibition against public em-
ployees using their official positions to 
obtain valuable, unwarranted privileges 
that are not available to similarly situat-
ed persons.

  The State Ethics Commission is 
charged with civilly enforcing the con-
flict-of-interest law, G.L. c. 268A.  The 
Commission encourages public employ-
ees to contact the Commission’s Legal 
Division at 617-371-9500 for free advice 
if  they have any questions regarding 
how the conflict-of-interest law may ap-
ply to them.

SJC denies Comtois’ request for further 
review of conflict-of-interest decision

By Christal Whelan
cwhelan@turley.com

If your elderberry bushes are in their 
first year, you needn’t worry that deer 
are browsing on them just as they are 
beginning to produce the buds of their 
fragrant white flowers. 

In the first year these flower clusters, 
called “cymes” or “blows,” should be cut 
off anyway in order to strengthen the 
root system as much as possible. During 
the second year you can cut some and 
leave some on the bush, but by the third 
year the bushes will probably be well es-
tablished and ready to produce ample 
berries for harvest.

One way to provide the elderberry 
bush with optimum nourishment is to 
place ramial mulch around the base 
of the bushes to about 4-inches deep. 
Ramial mulch, made from the branches 
and young stems of deciduous trees, has 
a higher ratio of cambium to cellulose 
than chips made from heartwood. 

It is especially good for fruit trees be-
cause it has the ideal carbon to nitrogen 
ratio for promoting soil fungi and build-
ing up organic matter. 

Elderflowers bloom in May and June 
for a couple of weeks before producing 
the green to red and then purplish black 
berries. Once your bushes are estab-
lished, deer may like to browse on the 
cymes and you will have little left with 
which to make elderberry flower fritters 
or elderberry cordial, both made from 
the flowers, or anything that will later 
require the berries.  

How can the gardener or homestead-
er deter deer from destroying their el-
derberries? The secret lies in the deer’s 
nose. 

The deer’s olfactory sense is very 
acute, having evolved to help them find 
food at great distances, and also to de-
tect predators. But because of their 
heavy reliance on this one sense, they 

avoid strong odors that might easily 
overwhelm their normal sense of smell 
and interfere with their detection of a 
nearby predator. 

Some of the plants with powerful fra-
grances which they tend to avoid brows-
ing on for this reason are: lavender, gar-
lic and mint. While you can grow these 
plants at the base of your elderberry 
bushes, it will take a few seasons to get 
established.

In the meantime, to make a deer re-
pellent to spray directly on the elderber-
ry bushes, mix 15 drops each of mint, 
lavender, and clove essential oil with a 
cup of vinegar, a tablespoon of light 
cooking oil, and a teaspoon of dish de-
tergent in a spray bottle. 

Spray the bush on strategic areas to 
discourage deer from coming too close. 

To make elderberry flower fritters, 
cut the cymes from the bush, but don’t 
wash them; they contain beneficial pol-
len and yeast. 

Holding them by the stem with the 
blossoms facing downward, dip them 
in the batter made by mixing ½ cup of 
flour, ½ cup of milk, 1 egg, and ½ tea-
spoon sugar, ¼ teaspoon salt. 

Then fry them until light brown in 
hot oil with a neutral scent (canola or 
safflower). 

While there are many ways to make 
and serve elderberry flower fritters, they 
are especially popular in Austria and 
Germany where they are sometimes eat-
en with vanilla ice cream. 

The Wild Epicurean

Elderberries (Sambucus species)

Samyl Elderberry (Sambucus nigra cultivar), prized 
for its sweet berries, showing the ramial mulch at 
the base.

Close-up of the elderberry leaves – compound, oppo-
site leaves with lance-shaped leaflets.

legal  notices

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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is July 29 p5

 

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SUMMER SALE
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!
GRILL SALE!
A/C SALE!
THOUSANDS OF BIKES IN STOCK!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

SEE AD INSIDE

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING 7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Thurs. 11:30am-10pm

Sun. & Mon. 11:30am-7:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

shark week!!!shark week!!!
stop in and see our 

seafood specials!

jazz nights
Every 2nd friday of the month

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

As your local real estate 
expert and neighbor, I am 
more than familiar with the 
current market conditions, 
home sales and real estate 
opportunities in this area. 
I have offices in Ware and 
Spencer!  

If you, or someone you know 
is considering buying, selling 
or relocating ... I’m ready to

 help you! I am a local Realtor 
who will always have your 

best interest at heart. 
Call me today for a 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS. 

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

When 
we do more 

you will make 
more!!

PRICE REDUCTION - $350,000 
IN WEST BROOKFIELD

Escape to serenity and immerse your-
self in nature's embrace with this 
exceptional offering of 64 acres of 
breathtaking land. Nestled in a seclud-
ed haven, this enchanting property is 
a blank canvas awaiting your vision. 
Whether you aspire to build your 
dream home, establish a magnificent horse farm, or create an exclusive hunting 
retreat, this slice of paradise provides the perfect backdrop for your aspirations.

FARM-TO-FORK FAVORITES

10% off Dry-aged Angus 
Porterhouse Steaks
Our grain-fed, farm-raised beef delivers 
unmatched flavor and succulence with the 
perfect balance of tender filet mignon and 
flavorful New York strip. 

Order now using code “porterhouse” online 
or use this coupon in-store.

Offer valid through 7/16/23

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

HAMPTON BEACH 
SEAFOOD FEST
September 9, 2023               
$99

CHECK OUT OUR 2023 THEATER TRIPS! 
Sept. 16 ... Funny Girl at PPAC  ................ $120
Sept. 23 ... Johnny Mathis in Concert .... $130
Oct. 21 ..... Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ......... $99
Nov. 4 ...... Book of Mormon .................... $120
Dec. 30 .... Moulin Rouge! ........................ $125

ARMAND A. THIBERT

Wallpapering All Types • Holland Rd., Wales, MA

(413) 245-7181

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• PAINTING & 
 DECORATING
• RENOVATIONS & 
 REMODELING

WATER FILTRATION
774-200-0225

WE'RE LOCAL!

James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225   www.armyof1waterfiltration.com

• NEW INSTALLATIONS
• SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT

• SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE
• WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 55 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, 

Assistance with activities of daily living,
Activity Program, well trained, 

compassionate and caring staff.
Services Available In-House:

Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services

VNA services:
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,

Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Tierney
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com


