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Farm-fresh Catering: Unforgettable Feasts
Elevate your event with Farmer Matt’s delectable catering services! 
From savory pulled pork to creamy mac and cheese, our farm-
fresh dishes are perfect for any occasion. We handle delivery 
and setup, making your event stress-free. Birthdays, weddings, 
corporate gatherings – we cater it all! Contact us now for a 
memorable dining experience.

FarmerMatt.com/catering | (508) 980-7085 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
The town hosted its annual 
Independence Day celebration 
over the weekend, and they 
didn’t skimp on the fun events, 
food, music, and of course, the 
parade. 

“The East Brookfield pa-
rade and fireworks are a well-
known Independence Day cel-
ebration dating as far back as 
the 1950s (over 70 years),” Hol-
ly Spahn, one of the directors 
of the event, said. 

“Folks travel from all over 
to participate and enjoy the 
day’s events,” Spahn said.

The day featured many 
events, beginning with a pan-
cake breakfast served by 
the East Brookfield Baptist 
Church, followed by crafters 
and vendor fairs, food trucks, 
and more. 

There were plenty of activ-
ities for kids, as well as a Kids 
Wheel Parade before the big 
main parade, which featured 
jeeps, floats, tractors, and ani-
mals. 

East Brookfield sparkles    East Brookfield sparkles    
for the 4for the 4thth of July of July

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Stur-
bridge Town Common is the 
home of the town’s annual 
Farmer’s Market. 

Every year residents can 
enjoy the company of local 
farms and artists who have 
local agricultural and artisan 
products to offer. The vision 
of the Sturbridge Farmer’s 
Market is to strive to enrich 
the quality of life in the local 
area by providing a healthy 
community activity that pro-
motes wellness in a whole-

some, social gathering place.
The Farmer’s Market is 

dedicated to promoting the 
success of local food growers 
and artisans, strengthening 
the food economy with high 
quality, safe food, and serve 
as a community gathering 
place for farmers and entre-
preneurs to connect with local 
shoppers. 

Over 40 vendors take up 
the grounds of Sturbridge 
Town Common to provide 
the best locally produced and 
crafted products in the New 
England Region. Every Sun-

Farmer’s Market returns 
to Town Common

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
First Leaves Family Farm LLC is based out of Whitinsville and offers microgreens, 
herbs and other gardening products. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Lilly Noonan and her mom, Brittany Noonan, dressed in their patriotic best and ready 
for the fireworks to begin.

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

STURBRIDGE – Old Stur-
bridge Village hosted its Inde-
pendence Day celebration last 
week, including a very special 
ceremony on July 4. 

Since 2013, the Village has 
hosted a citizenship ceremony 
for those wishing to achieve 
naturalization within the Unit-
ed States. 

“My favorite parts of being 
able to host the ceremony are 
that, for one, it reminds me of 

Old Sturbridge Village celebrates independence 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Board of Selectmen en-
dorsed a letter of commitment 
from the town to participate in 
phase one of the Central Mas-
sachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission’s Quaboag River 
Valley aquatic invasives study 
at its July 2 meeting.

The study will investigate 

invasive species that will impair 
water quality in the Quabo-
ag River Valley and assess the 
area’s vulnerability to further 
aquatic habitat degradation 
and develop a roadmap toward 
implementing priority mitiga-
tion strategies.

Through this study, CM-
RPC will also evaluate poten-
tial partnership opportunities 
for a future invasives mitigation 
collaborative that will serve to 

Board commits to 
aquatic invasives study

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Raising their right hands, they take the oath with Clerk Tracy McLaughlin.

Please see MARKET, page 8Please see FIREWORKS, page 7

Please see OSV, page 12
Please see BOARD, page 5
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ..........

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 7/11/24-7/17/24

$299

lb
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ...

$233 USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGH 10 OZ ...................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW EASY PEELED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$222
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST $399

lb

lb
$139

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ............. lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN NEAPOLITAN

CHEESE PIZZA 14 OZ ..................... $199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .............................

$499

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$239
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............. BEEF

TENDERLOIN
$989

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ................. lb

$299

$279
lb

BEEF 
BACK RIBS

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT
FREE

Vendors needed for Flea 
Market on the Common

WEST BROOKFIELD –The First Congrega-
tional Church, 36 North Main St. has been hosting 
its Flea Market on the town Common for more than 
50 years and this year it will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 14 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, an-
tique dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those 
emptying out basements and attics. No food ven-
dors, please. 

Spaces are available for $40 for a 20 by 20 grassy 
spot. Vendors must bring their own tables and tents. 

The church will sponsor a food tent with grilled 
food, cold drinks and sweet treats. Email to fccofwb-
fleamarket@gmail.com for an application.

Brookfield Unitarian
Universalist Church 
hosts clothing drive

BROOKFIELD – The Committee for Ecolo-
gy and Social Action of the Brookfield Unitari-
an Universalist Church is sponsoring our second 
clothing and textile drive through Helpsy, the 
largest clothing collector in the Northeast. 

Textile waste is a fast-growing problem and 
occupies nearly 5% of all landfill space, but 95% 
of unwanted clothing can be reused, repurposed, 
or recycled. Only 15% currently is. 

On July 16-20, the church will be open be-
tween 3-7 p.m. so you can bring your old cloth-
ing (including slips, bras, underwear, socks) and 
certain other acceptable items, such as shoes, 
accessories (including hats, bags, belts, scarves 
and jewelry), luggage, stuffed animals and linens 
(including sheets, blankets, curtains, table linens 
and quilts). All items in any condition are ac-
ceptable if  they are clean, dry, and odorless. 

Last year the church was able to keep over 
5,000 pounds of textiles out of the landfills. 
They hope to exceed that this year.

The Brookfield Unitarian Universalist 
Church is located at 9 Upper River St. on the 
Brookfield Common, near the junction of Route 
9 and Route 148.

For more information, contact Barbara Hale 
at blh.buuc@gmail.com.

Registration/sponsorship 
open for golf tournament 

OAKHAM – Knights of Columbus Council # 
11080, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, Brook-
field/West Brookfield/Warren Massachusetts, is having 
its 7th Annual Alex Cordy Memorial Charity Golf 
Tournament at Quail Hollow Golf and Country Club, 
1822 Old Turnpike Road, on Sunday, Aug. 25.

Registration begins at 7:15 am, with a Shotgun 
Start at 8 a.m.

As many of you are aware, Alex was an integral part 
of the West Brookfield community for many years. In 
memory of his outstanding service to his communi-
ty, his parish, and being a founding member of our 
Knights of Columbus Council 11080, this tournament 
will once again benefit the Youth Activities Fund to 
support the youth in the local community, a cause that 
was very important to Alex. 

The Knights were able to award two $1,000 schol-
arships this past year from the proceeds of this event 
to two local high school seniors, as well as fund many 
other youth activities. 

They ask that you please consider supporting this 
event by sponsoring or participating in the tourna-
ment individually or with a foursome. Tournament 
Raffle Items and General Donations to this event are 
always welcomed and appreciated!

Registration and sponsorships are now available 
for this tournament. To register, and for more infor-
mation, please call 413-813-8100 or email wallycon-
nor122@gmail.com.

Pig yoga this Saturday at 
Oakholm Brewery

BROOKFIELD – Pig yoga class for all ages and 
abilities will be held at Oakholm Brewery this Satur-
day, July 13 from 8:15-9:15 a.m. 

Class entails an all-levels, 50-minute Vinyasa Flow 
Yoga class with young pigs, bunnies, and goats bounc-
ing off Yogis during class and then 10 extra minutes 
at the end of class for extra snuggles and pictures. 

The cost is $32 per person and a drink token to-
wards the brewery is included. Reserve tickets ahead 
of time by calling 413-221-8664 or emailing Ashley@
BeyondYogaAndWellness.com.

Charity golf 
tournament helps 
pets get needed care

EAST BROOKFIELD – Second Chance Animal 
Services is excitedly preparing for the 12th Annual 
Golf Tournament, happening in just two weeks. 

Registration is still open for this highly anticipat-
ed event, which will take place at the world-class Cold 
Spring Country Club in Belchertown on Monday, July 
15. The tournament promises a day of exceptional 
golf, supporting the mission to provide essential care 
to pets in need.

This year, the tournament is thrilled to welcome 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka as a new addition, offering 
tastings on the course. Proceeds from the event will 
directly support Second Chance’s Community Veteri-
nary Hospitals in Springfield, Worcester, Southbridge, 
and North Brookfield, which provide vital veterinary 
services to pets in underserved communities.

Lindsay Doray, Chief Development Officer at Sec-
ond Chance, encourages golfers to register soon to se-
cure their spot. “This is a fantastic day of golf for an 
even greater cause,” said Doray in a press release. “In 
today’s climate, offering accessible veterinary care is 
crucial in keeping beloved pets where they belong-with 
their families. Our Community Veterinary Hospitals 

serve as a critical resource in furthering this mission, 
ensuring that pets receive the care they need while alle-
viating strain on shelters. We urge golfers to stand with 
us in this mission.”

Participants can look forward to a day filled with 
excitement, including a box lunch, banquet dinner, a 
bucket of range balls, and a commemorative gift. The 
tournament will feature various challenges, including 
prizes for closest to the pin, longest drive, closest to the 
line, a yellow ball contest, and more. 

Attendees will also have the chance to win $4,000 
toward a pool or spa from Teddy Bear Pools in the 
hole-in-one contest. There will also be raffles and a si-

lent auction that will launch online on July 5, adding 
to the festivities.

Second Chance is still welcoming sponsors and ac-
cepting donations for the tournament’s silent auction 
and raffle. Information regarding sponsorships and 
item donations can be found at secondchanceanimals.
org/events/golf/.

The 18-hole tournament will be in a scramble for-
mat with foursomes. Check-in will start at 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by a shotgun start at 10 a.m. 

Complete information, registration and a link to 
the auction can be found at secondchanceanimals.org/
events/golf/.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Golfers participated in last year’s Second Chance Animal Golf Tournament. This year’s event will be held on Monday, July 15 at Cold Spring Country 
Club in Belchertown.
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 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Large Outdoor 
Dining Seating Area

Golf Course
Open To The Public

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering & Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

BOSTON – State Rep. Todd 
M. Smola (R-Warren, Rank-
ing Member, Ways & Means 
Committee) recently supported 
a comprehensive economic de-
velopment bond bill that calls 
for just over $4 billion in invest-
ments to promote business and 
job growth across a wide range 
of industries in Massachusetts.

Smola stated in a press re-
lease, “This legislation is a stra-
tegic investment in our future 
and addresses emerging tech-
nologies as well as environmen-
tal and public infrastructure 
needs. By supporting innovative 
sectors, we are not only combat-
ing today’s challenges but also 
working towards sustainable 
economic growth.”

During floor debate, Smo-
la successfully advocated for 
$100,000 in funding to the Tan-
tasqua Regional School District 
for a district wide electric vehi-
cle charger installation project. 
He noted that this proposed 
bond funding is preliminary, as 
it still requires approval by the 
Senate and Governor Maura 
Healey, and must be worked un-
der the state’s annual borrowing 
cap, a process which could take 
several years.

House Bill 4789, An Act 
relative to strengthening Mas-
sachusetts’ economic leader-
ship, provides for a multi-year 
commitment to the life sciences, 
climate technology, manufac-
turing, workforce development, 
public infrastructure improve-
ments, and other critical areas, 
including funding to support 
the adoption and application of 
artificial intelligence capabilities 
to public policy problems. Also 
known as the Mass Leads Act, 
House Bill 4789 was engrossed 
by the House of Representatives 
on a vote of 155-2 on June 27.

Smola noted the House bill 
provides for approximately $3.3 
billion in bond authorizations 
and another $700 million in tax 
credits, including a new five-
year tax credit pilot program for 
live theater productions, which 
will be capped at $7 million a 
year. The bill also expands the 
existing life sciences tax credit 
by lifting the annual cap from 

$30 million to $50 million, and 
provides $580 million for the 
Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Breakthrough Fund, formerly 
known as the Massachusetts 
Life Sciences Investment Fund, 
to help reinforce Massachusetts’ 
position as a leader in develop-
ing health-related innovations.

House Bill 4789 also focus-
es on climate technology, or 
“climatetech,” to help Massa-
chusetts compete in a growing 
national and global clean ener-
gy marketplace. The bill defines 
“climatetech” as “clean energy, 
other advanced, and applied 
technologies that contribute 
to the decarbonization of the 
economy, reduce and mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions, or 
mitigate the impacts of climate 
change through adaptation, re-
siliency and environmental sus-
tainability.” 

Currently, 28 of the top 100 
companies in the United States 
that meet the definition of a 
climatetech company are locat-
ed in Massachusetts, and the 
UMASS Donahue Institute has 
indicated the Commonwealth 
could realize a $16 billion return 
on its investment in climatetech.

According to Smola, the 
House bill commits $400 mil-
lion over 10 years for a network 
of climatetech pilot programs 
and directs $300 million toward 
other climatetech initiatives, 
including a $35 million annual 
offshore wind tax credit and a 
new climatetech tax incentive 
program worth up to $30 mil-
lion annually.

In addition, House Bill 4789 
provides $100 million for a cap-
ital grant program to leverage 
emerging AI technologies in 
a variety of sectors, including 
life sciences, health-
care and hospitals, 
financial services, 
advanced manu-
facturing, robotics 
and education. The 
program will be ad-
ministered by the 
Massachusetts Tech-
nology Park Corpo-
ration and will also 
be used “to support 
the incubation of 

artificial intelligence firms, ad-
vance the adoption of artificial 
intelligence technologies and 
support artificial intelligence 
software and hardware technol-
ogy development and commer-
cialization activities.”

Smola said House Bill 4789 
also expands and modernizes 
portions of the Massachusetts 
General Laws pertaining to 
the State Athletic Commis-
sion, particularly as it relates 
to combat sports. In addition 
to establishing a State Athletic 
Commission Fund to cover the 
commission’s expenses, the bill 
requires that license holders for 
combat sports events take out at 
least a $10,000 insurance policy 
and adds provisions to ensure 
that contests are conducted 
safely and fairly.

The House bill also address-
es the issue of event ticketing by 
requiring ticket sellers to pro-
vide customers with the option 
of buying a physical ticket, and 
limiting the ability to sell tickets 
on the secondary market to only 
those entities that have been ap-
proved by the commissioner of 
occupational licensure. The bill 
also prohibits consumers from 
using “ticket purchasing soft-
ware,” which is defined as any 
device, machine, or computer 
software designed to bypass or 
subvert an online ticket seller’s 
security apparatus or identifica-
tion authentication process.

Smola said House Bill 4789 
also includes:

$150 million in municipal 
grants for approved public li-
brary projects;

$8 million for a grant pro-
gram for the preservation of 
historic properties, landscapes 
and sites;

$50 million for the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Facilities 
Fund for constructing, repair-
ing, renovating, or addressing 
deferred maintenance needs at a 
cultural facility;

$100 million in grants for 
coastal communities, to be ad-
ministered by the Seaport Eco-
nomic Council, to create jobs 
in the maritime economy sec-
tor, and to construct, improve, 
repair, maintain and protect 
coastal assets;

$200 million for the Massa-
chusetts Offshore Wind Indus-
try Investment Trust Fund to 
support the offshore wind in-
dustry and facilitate economic 
development activity;

$200 million for the Clean 
Energy Investment Fund to 
promote jobs, economic and 
workforce development for re-
search and the development, in-
novation, manufacturing, com-
mercialization and deployment 
of climatetech technologies in 
Massachusetts;

$400 million for the Mass-
Works infrastructure program;

$100 million for the rural de-
velopment program;

$30 million for the Brown-
fields Development Fund;

$99 million for the Massa-
chusetts Technology Park Cor-
poration for grant programs that 
support collaboration among 
Massachusetts-based manufac-
turers and institutions of higher 
education, non-profits, or other 
public or quasi-public entities;

$25 million for a capi-
tal grant program to provide 
grants or other financial assis-
tance to private businesses that 
are constructing or expanding 
commercial, industrial or man-
ufacturing facilities in the com-

monwealth, including projects 
that minimize or eliminate the 
use of fossil-fuel heating and 
cooling equipment; and

a proposal to rename the 
Boston Convention Center as 
the Thomas Michael Menino 
Convention and Exhibition 
Center in honor of the late Bos-
ton mayor;

During floor debate, several 
amendments were adopted, in-
cluding proposals to:

create an Educator Diversity 
Fund, direct the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to create alternative 
pathways to educator certifica-
tion, and require every school 
district in the Commonwealth 
to hire a full time (Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion (DEI) officer;

remove the testing require-
ment for certified social work-
ers and create a field placement 
grant program in the form of 
financial assistance to those in 
education and training for so-
cial work; and

provide civil service commu-
nities with a hybrid option that 
would allow them to fill up to 
50% of job openings with exam 
exemptions and would expand 
the residency requirements for 
initial applicants to include in-
dividuals who reside within a 
10-mile radius of the commu-
nity, with the option to expand 
the 10-mile radius even further 
through a collective bargaining 
agreement.

House Bill 4789, as amend-
ed, now moves to the Senate for 
its consideration. For addition-
al information please contact 
Smola by email at Todd.Smo-
la@mahouse.gov or call 617-
722-2100.

Smola supports passage of economic development bond bill
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OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the ed-
itor should be 
250 words or 

less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un-
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res-
idence and home tele-
phone number. We au-
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub-
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat-
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character.
Send opinions to:
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to pouimette@turley.
com. Deadline for sub-
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition.

This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 
both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 

We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can-
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Turley Publications  Election Policy 

Paul, who gardens in Palmer, wrote in 
with this timely question for the Garden 
Lady: “My question deals with the Rose of 
Sharon and the many seedlings that it dis-
burses. I have a large bush/tree in my front 
yard, and it disburses many seedlings. I have 
weeded the seedlings going on three times 
this spring and summer. When is the best 
time to cut the dead blossoms off the tree 
so that I don’t repeat this task? Please share 
any other hints/ideas about the Rose of Sha-
ron shrub.”

This is a per-
fect question, 
since bloom time 
for the Rose of 
Sharon (Hibiscus 
syriacus) is right 
around the cor-
ner.  

Like you, I am 
familiar with the 
shrub’s tenden-
cy to self-sow, a 
lot. The best way 
to halt all of the 
seedlings coming is to “dead-head” the flow-
ers as they begin to fade, before they are giv-
en the opportunity to make and drop seed.  

Some would argue that this is, in fact, as 
much or more work as weeding the seedlings 
away. I guess it all depends whether you pre-
fer to work standing up or on your hands 
and knees.  

One suggestion I have would be to weed 
by use of a scuffle hoe. It’s a tool you use 
standing up whereby you drag the scuffle 
across the soil.  

It cuts the weed away from its roots, stop-
ping it dead in its tracks. If you do this every 
week, the weeds will be so small that they 
will just wither in the sun- you don’t even 
have to pick them up. 

That may be the easiest way out of your 
overabundance of seedlings.

You also asked for some information 
about the shrub. Here are some excerpts 
from a column a wrote a few years ago 

that you might find interesting, especially 
in regard to the appropriate time of year to 
prune.

The Rose of Sharon is also known as 
Shrub Althea. It is a member of the mal-
low family, a diverse bunch of plants that 
include hollyhocks, marsh mallows, cotton, 
okra and even tropical hibiscus as kin. 

Although native to Asia, it had already 
found a home in North America by 1600. 
In the 19th century it was among the most 
popular shrubs in the nursery trade. It grows 

well in zones 5-8.
The Rose of 

Sharon has an 
upright growth 
habit that lends 
itself  well to all 
types of com-
bination plant-
ings: in founda-
tion plantings, 
as stand alone 
hedges, and as 
the backdrop for 
perennial bor-

ders. Likewise, a single shrub can be trained 
to be an outstanding specimen.  

Because its flowers are borne on new 
growth rather than old, pruning can be ac-
complished in late winter or early spring 
without the risk of sacrificing blooms. As 
with most shrubs, concentrate first on re-
moving any dead branches, then remove 
those that are crossing or rubbing on one 
another.  

If  growth needs to be checked, cut well 
into the shrub to decrease its height and 
girth. 

Cutting back to a bud that points out-
ward and in the direction of least competi-
tion will result in a bushy, less lanky shrub- 
one suitable for use as a specimen. Frequent 
pruning results in fewer but larger flowers, 
whereas no or little pruning gives way to 
many small flowers.    

Plant the Rose of Sharon in full sun or 

Whip-poor-will

I received an email from a Belchertown 
resident, she said, “I have had a whip-poor-
will in my yard for about a month.”

She also said, “I hear the call every morn-
ing around 4 a.m. and in the evening around 
9 p.m.  I have not had one for the past 10 
years and am quite lucky to have again.” 

She said she lives in a quiet neighborhood 
and she was wondering if  any other folks 
have them. She is fortunate. It has been many 
years since I heard the call of the whip-poor-
will. 

The whip-poor-will is 10 inches long and 
are mostly heard calling in the evening. It is a 
brownish to dusk colored bird, which blends in 
well with its surroundings. In flight, the rounded 
wings and long tail are visible. They eat aerial 
insects and feed mostly at night on moths. They 
are nocturnal and rest during the day. They also 
eat beetles and grasshoppers. 

The whip-poor-will nest on the woodland 
floor and lays two white eggs with gray or 
brown spots. Their call is “whip-poor will,” 
with emphasis on the last syllable. They inhabit 
open woods, canyons and dry, brushy areas.

Green heron and more
My daughter saw a green heron fly across 

Route 32 in Ware, near the power supply at the 
town line on Thursday, June 27. It landed in a 
small, swampy area. 

Green herons, unlike the great blue and blue 
heron has a short neck and legs. They have a 
blue-green back, reddish brown neck and chest 
and a long, pointed bill. 

The week before she saw a family of rac-
coons near the pond across from Church Street. 
The little ones frolicked in the grass; it was the 
cutest thing. 

She also saw a pileated woodpecker at the 
Lucy Stone Park in Warren on a new section of 
trail. She said, “It flew ahead and landed on a 
tree. I’ve never seen one so close before.” On 
June 29, she saw a pair of cedar waxwings at 
Hardwick Pond.

Loon facts
The Loon Preservation Committee provid-

ed this interesting information in one of their 
newsletters.

“Loons diving to deeper depths tend to 
spend more time underwater than those diving 
in more shallow areas. In a study of loons us-
ing Lake Michigan as a stopover site during fall 
migration, Kenow et al. (2018) found that loons 
diving to depths of 131 feet were spending, on 
average, 139 seconds, over two minutes, un-
derwater per dive. In contrast, loons diving to 
depths of 65 feet in that study were spending 
less time under water per dive, 87 seconds, on 
average.”

The article also said, “It can be difficult to 
quantify the absolute maximum amount of 
time that a loon can spend underwater, as loons 
likely have no need to test their limits during 
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ATTENTION ALL LOCAL 
FARMERS & GARDENERS:

If you have surplus produce this summer season, 
please consider donating it to the 
North Brookfield Senior Center 

for our Tuesday morning food distribution. 
The produce will go North Brookfield and Brookfield seniors. 

If you would like to donate, please drop off at the 
North Brookfield Senior Center, 29 Forest St., 

by 1:45 pm on Monday and/or 9:00 am on Tuesday. 
Any donations will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you,
Darlene Foster

Program and Outreach Assistant
(508) 867-0220

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

alleviate the local burden and promote the exchange 
of knowledge and resources to deal with aquatic in-
vasives. 

This study will be funded through a planning assis-
tance grant from the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs.

Appointment 
Roger H. Brooks Jr. was appointed to serve on the 

town’s Finance Committee. Board of Selectmen Clerk 
Vaughn Schlegel said Brooks has experience in munic-
ipal government and a “very good wealth of knowl-
edge.”

“I think he’ll be a great benefit to the Finance Com-
mittee and the town in general,” Schlegel said.

Dissolved committee
The board dissolved the Town Administrator 

Search Committed following the hiring of Town Ad-
ministrator Michael Szlosek.

Board of Selectmen Chair Jason Petraitis and 
Schlegel thanked the committee members for their 
work to post the position and find the ideal candidate.

“Every interaction I had with them was extremely 
professional,” Szlosek said of the committee.

Holden Hospital funds request
Police Chief Mark Smith submitted a request to 

the Board of Selectmen to use $6,647 from the Holden 
Hospital fund to cover the cost of the several service 
contracts. This includes oil, filter, antifreeze check, 
starter check, backup battery testing and emergency 
generator testing, $620; fire detection and monitoring 
system, $1,227; HVAC service and maintenance, and 
$3,200; and camera system, $1,600.

The board approved the request. 
Reserve fund requests and transfers

The board approved the following Reserve Fund 
requests: Council on Aging, $3,400; Collector’s sala-
ry, $1,471.21; streetlighting, $1,975; and Fire salary, 
$4,000.

The board also approved the following transfers to 
the COA’s purchase of services account: $1,000 from 
the Town Clerk’s election and registrars salary; $2,000 
from the Town Clerk’s election/census salary; and 
$1,100 from the Town Clerk’s election/census other 
expenses. 

Money requested and transferred to the COA will 
be used to make repairs to the kitchen sink and grease 
trap.

Other transfers helped to cover negative balances, 
including $4,186 from Board of Selectmen general in-
surance to streetlighting; $170 from general insurance 
to town office expense; $711.12 from technology to 
town office expense; $145 from Town House electric 
account to town office; and $2,455 from the Aztec 
DEP account to Town Counsel account. The board 
also approved the transfer of $79.49 from the Select-
men’s postage account to cover other various negative 
balances.

“We are expecting additional invoices as well,” Pe-
traitis said. 

Other departmental transfers include $6,000 from 
Highway Department salary to gas and diesel; $5,000 
from Sewer operator II to Sewer chemicals; $8,095 
from Sewer clerk’s salary to Sewer electricity; $11,300 
from Sewer superintendent’s salary to Sewer general 
supplies; $1,000 from Parks & Recreation purchase 
of services to Parks & Recreation supplies; and $900 
from Town Clerk’s election/census supplies to Town 
Clerk’s supplies (to purchase a custom-made town flag 
and folding machine).

Senior Center roof
Petraitis said the board will wait to sign off on the 

certificate of completion of the Senior Center roof un-
til they receive a signed-off building permit.

Fire report
Fire Chief Darin Anderson submitted his monthly 

Fire Department report for the month of May. The 
department responded to 24 calls which included one 
outside/equipment fire, 
15 medical assists, one 
motor vehicle accident, 
one watercraft rescue, one 
animal rescue, two false 
alarms, two smoke detec-
tor activations due to mal-
functions and one unin-
tentional smoke detector 
activation (no fire). 

The department also 
issued and conducted 26 
permits and inspections.

HISTORICAL from page 1

part shade situations. Although it 
is tolerant of many types of soil, 
from seashore sandy to wet, this 
shrub prefers deep, well-drained 
soil to perform its best.  

Fertilization is rarely necessary. 
Although Japanese beetles are 

said to favor the flowers, I haven’t 
had much of a problem with them 
at home or at work.

To intentionally propagate this 
plant, simply take a softwood 
cutting four or five inches long in 
early summer. Remove lower foli-
age and insert into the ground in a 
shady location.  

Water as needed.  
By the season end roots will 

have likely formed, but wait until 
spring to move your cutting to a 
nursery bed.  

As mentioned, seeds 
of the Rose of Sharon 
have also been known 
to sprout under the 
mother plant, some-
times to the degree of 
being a nuisance. Grow 
these seedlings on and 

see what color flower you get; 
there is no guarantee it will be the 
same as mother.  

Single or double hibiscus 
shaped flowers come in shades 
of red, pink, purple and white, 
depending on the cultivar. Like 
those of their tropical cousin, in-
dividual Rose of Sharon flowers 
bloom for a single day, close at 
night, then eventually drop from 
the plant.  

Even at that rate, flowering oc-
curs for many weeks throughout 
late July, August and sometimes 
into September.  

In my opinion, single flowered 
cultivars are more desirable; they 
put on a better show and are more 
tolerant of rainy weather. Double 
types turn to mush after a rain-
storm – much like petunia flowers 
do. Not very attractive and oh so 

squishy!  
“Diana” is my all time favorite 

cultivar. Four- six inch pure white 
single flowers bloom in abun-
dance, even through the night, 
making it a perfect candidate for 
use in a moonlit garden. 

“Woodbridge” is another pop-
ular variety.  It is deep pink and 
darker at the base. “Blue Bird” is 
unique, sky blue with a red center.  

Roberta McQuaid graduat-
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 32 years 
she has held the position of staff  
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 1

BOSTON – The State Senate 
has taken a step forward in help-
ing homeowners whose founda-
tions are crumbling beneath them 
due to the presence of pyrrhotite 
in the concrete.

Recently, legislators approved 
an amendment to the Afford-
able Housing Act that will create 
a special fund that will be used 
to assist Bay State homeowners 
who are facing expenses as high 
as $250,000 to replace their failed 
foundations.

State Sen. Peter Durant, 
R-Spencer, said creating the fund 
is the first step in getting relief for 
the homeowners who have found 
themselves with nowhere to turn.

“The next step is finding the 
best methods for funding this ef-
fort,” Durant said in a press re-
lease. “This is a long-term prob-
lem that will require us to be 
creative so as not to place a large 
burden on taxpayers while also 
helping residents to repair their 
homes which, in turn, helps their 
local economy.”

“As homes age, the problem is 
expected to encompass more than 
the 40 impacted cities and towns 
that have been identified as having 
crumbling foundations. Every day, 
the list of affected homeowners 
grows,” Durant said, adding that 

concrete testing has only just been 
implemented and it’s possible re-
cently constructed homes may see 
similar problems years from now.

“This is essentially a natural di-
saster,” Durant said. “It is caused 
by the failing of a natural element 
and it was unforeseen by the con-
crete industry, builders and home-
owners.”

State Sen. Ryan Fattman, 
R-Sutton, who co-authored the 
amendment said he’s hopeful the 
dozens of affected residents who 
visited the State House to lobby 
for the amendment will have some 
relief soon.

“The Massachusetts Senate 
debated an extensive housing bill 
with over 300 amendments.  I 
co-authored one of these amend-
ments with a bipartisan group of 
legislators that creates the Crum-
bling Concrete Assistance Fund 
and helps homeowners whose 
foundations are destroyed by the 
mineral pyrrhotite,” Fattman 
said. “This slow-moving mineral 
has created a financial hardship 
for thousands of families in my 
district and across our state, is not 
covered by homeowners’ insur-
ance and costs hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars out of pocket to 
fix. I am proud of the efforts the 
advocates who are personally af-

fected by this issue have made and 
I have worked hard along with my 
colleagues to pass our amendment 
unanimously, bringing hope and a 
solution to those facing this home 
crisis.”

The measure is now before a 
conference committee, though 
proponents are confident that it 
will be reported out favorably.

“Faulty foundations are put-
ting the homes and life savings of 
thousands of Massachusetts fam-
ilies across the Commonwealth 
at risk, through no fault of their 
own,” said Sen. Michael Moore 
D-Millbury. “I’m proud to have 
partnered with Senators Fattman 
and Durant to pass an amend-
ment that creates the Crumbling 
Concrete Assistance Fund, a 
first step to making homeowners 
whole for foundation repairs and 
replacements due to the presence 
of pyrrhotite. I am hopeful that 
this fund will remain in the final 
Affordable Homes Act bill, and 
that we can do more to keep Bay 
Staters safe and secure in their 
homes.”

The Senate and House versions 
of the Housing Bond Bill will now 
go to a Conference Committee. 
The legislators will have until July 
31 to work out their differences.

Legislators approve amendment
to Affordable Housing Act

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Fireworks were lighting up the sky in orange and yellow. 

The band, Heartland Radio, performed classic rock hits for all to enjoy.  Food trucks ready with delicious food and sweet fried dough. 

Sophia Giangrande (left) and Shannon Larson (right) with Common 
Ground, announced the new café is open at the brewery Thursday to 
Sunday for breakfast. 

Dieu Nguyen (left) and Matthew Hillios (right) of Hillios Novelties, 
selling fun light-up toys and more for the upcoming fireworks. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
People gathered on Connie Mack Field, enjoying some yummy food, as 
they waited for the fireworks to begin. 
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

There was a battle of the bands in the afternoon, 
and to end it all, the fireworks lit up the sky for all to 
enjoy. 

“East Brookfield is known for putting on quite the 
show! Families and friends gather at Connie Mack 
Field amongst the light of glowsticks and watch 
proudly as patriotic music is played in the back-
ground,” Spahn said. 

The Friends for the Community committee, with 
the help of generous donations from local business-
es and other members of the community, were able to 
put together the events of the day for all to enjoy.

FIREWORKS from page 1

Spectators enjoyed a clear view of the fireworks.

From left are Samantha and Nicholas Nimtz and Michelle Perron, of 
Mill Eleven, selling adorable home décor. 

As the night fell, the fireworks show began.

normal bouts of foraging. While 
there have been anecdotal reports 
of loons spending up to five minutes 
at a time underwater, the maximum 
documented dive duration that we 
were able to find in the 
published literature for 
loons was 219 seconds or 
3.65 minutes. However, 
given that the loon that 
was documented making 
this dive was doing so in 

the process of normal foraging, it is 
possible (and likely) that under du-
ress, loons may be able to stay un-
der even longer, perhaps up to the 
fabled five minutes, or even more.”

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by call-

ing me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

Project Bread, the leading 
statewide food security organiza-
tion in Massachusetts, announce 
that it has been awarded a $10,000 
grant from the Food Research & 
Action Center, the nation’s lead-
ing anti-hunger advocacy organi-
zation. 

This grant will bolster Project 
Bread’s pivotal role in advanc-
ing the Northeast Regional An-
ti-Hunger Network, a coalition 
dedicated to eradicating hunger 
in the seven-state Northeast re-
gion. States include Connecti-
cut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont. The grant 
is made possible by the Walmart 
Foundation.

“We are grateful to FRAC for 
their support, which will enable 
us to strengthen NERAHN and 
drive meaningful progress in the 
fight against hunger across the 
Northeast,” said Leran Minc, 
Assistant Director of Policy at 
Project Bread, leading convener 
of NERAHN, in a press release. 
“In our regional coalition, we are 
leading on national hunger pol-
icy - we have three of the eight 
states nationwide providing free 
school meals to all students (Mas-
sachusetts, Maine and Vermont). 
Together with our coalition part-
ners, we aim to ensure everyone 
across the region has access to 
the nutrition they need to thrive 
through the continued expansion 
of resources and system change 
for families and individuals.”

Using funding from this grant, 
Project Bread will re-convene 
NERAHN following a four-year 
hiatus due to the pandemic. The 
efforts began with a gathering of 
member organizations during the 
FRAC Anti-Hunger Policy Con-
ference in June. 

This fall, Project Bread will 
host a convening with all 14 mem-

ber organizations to align region-
al efforts, to bolster policymaking 
decisions on a federal and state 
by state scale, and to amplify the 
role of federal nutrition programs 
as a solution to food insecurity, 
targeting USDA’s Northeast Re-
gional Office and our respective 
Congressional delegations.

Federal nutrition programs are 
among our nation’s most import-
ant, proven, and cost-effective 
solutions for reducing hunger, 
poverty, and health. These pro-
grams include:

The Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program serves as 
the nation’s first line of defense 
against hunger by providing fi-
nancial resources to help millions 
of people afford to put food on 
the table.

The School Nutrition Pro-
grams fuel children’s health and 
learning and combat childhood 
hunger.

The Afterschool Nutrition 
Programs provide nutritious 
meals and snacks to children at 
educational and enrichment pro-
gramming after the school day 
ends.

Summer Nutrition Programs 
offer nutritious meals to low-in-
come children, replacing school 
breakfasts and lunches served 
during the school year. 

The Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children provides 
healthy foods, nutrition educa-
tion, breastfeeding counseling 
and support, and health care and 
social service referrals to more 
than 6.6 million women and 
young children, including nearly 
half of all infants born in the U.S.

The Child and Adult Care 
Food Program provides nutri-
tious meals and snacks for eligible 
children and elderly or disabled 
adults who are enrolled at partic-

ipating child care centers, fami-
ly child care homes, afterschool 
programs, Head Start programs, 
adult care centers, and homeless 
shelters.

“Hunger continues to affect 
the health and well-being of far 
too many individuals and fam-
ilies in New York and the New 
England states,” said Kelly Hor-
ton, interim president of FRAC. 
“We are proud to be a part of this 
collective effort to expand equi-
table access to federal nutrition 
programs so no one faces the un-
imaginable and inexcusable stress 
of hunger.”

People experiencing food in-
security in Massachusetts should 
call or text Project Bread’s toll-
free FoodSource Hotline (1-800-
645-8333), which provides confi-
dential assistance to connect with 
food resources, including SNAP 
benefits and Summer Eats meal 
sites, in 180 languages and for the 
hearing impaired. 

For more information, visit: 
www.projectbread.org/get-help.

About Project Bread
Project Bread, the leading 

statewide anti-hunger nonprofit, 
connects people and communi-
ties in Massachusetts to reliable 
sources of food while advocating 
for policies that make food more 
accessible-so that no one goes 
hungry. For more information, 
visit: www.projectbread.org.

About Food Research & Ac-
tion Center

The Food Research & Action 
Center improves the nutrition, 
health, and well-being of people 
struggling against poverty-relat-
ed hunger in the United States 
through advocacy, partnerships, 
and by advancing bold and eq-
uitable policy solutions. To learn 
more, visit FRAC.org and follow 
them on X (formerly Twitter), 
Facebook, and Instagram.

Grant advances anti-hunger 
network and nutrition programs

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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day throughout the summer the 
farmers market can be enjoyed 
at the beautiful Sturbridge 
Town Common. 

For entertainment, the mar-
ket will feature a musical guest 
under the common’s gazebo. 
This past Sunday, the farmer’s 
market welcomed singer and 
songwriter Cameron Sutphin 
performing county and folk 
music. 

Sutphin is well known as 
a solo act and a duo who per-
forms all over New England. 

In 2017 as a solo act, Sutphin 
released his debut Nashville re-
corded album “Heartbreak 
Town”.  Since its release, the al-
bum has been in rotation on the 
jukebox at J.R.’s Café in East 
Windsor Connecticut, as well as 
several local folk radio stations 

in Connecticut and Massachu-
setts.

Sutphin has also performed 
in duos with fellow music artists 
such as Drew Kelly, Mark Man-
deville and Raianne Richards, 
and Emily Ann Roberts. 

Sutphin performs original 
material and classic country and 
folk cover songs such as, “The 
Times They Are A-Changin’” 
(Bob Dylan), “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads” (John Denver), 
“Jackson” (Johnny Cash), “Hal-
lelujah” (Leonard Cohen) and 
“Wake-Up Little Susie” (Everly 
Brothers) as an acoustic act. 

For the children, the com-
mon featured many fun games 
and activities such as cornhole, 
hula hoops and bubble ma-
chines. 

One of the vendors that kept 
busy during the Sturbridge 
Farmer’s Market this past Sun-

day was Center Bakery. This 
family owned bakery out of 
Douglas offers many services to 
our customers - pastry baskets, 
seasonal specialties, as well as 
breads and pastries. 

At the start of the market, 
they had made over 70 crois-
sants that were displayed at 
their both. Within an hour, they 
were all sold out. 

“The pastries went fast,” one 
guest commented while check-
ing to see what was left at the 
Center Bakery booth. 

Another vendor who had 
a huge line of customers this 
past Sunday was Free Living 
Farm of Petersham. This fam-
ily-owned farm offers many 
enriching produce from greens, 
fruits, roots and eggs. They sell 
anything they grow. 

The farm was greeted by 
many guests who lined up be-

fore the farmers market even 
started.

The farm is run by Michael 
Zueger and Cara (Germain) Zu-
eger who started it in 2018. Free 
Living Farm offers goods in the 
form of arugula, Asian greens, 
basil, beans, beets, broccoli, 
cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, 
celery, celeriac, chard, cilantro, 
collards, cucumber, dill, egg-
plant, fennel, garlic, husk cher-
ries, kale, leeks, lettuce, peppers, 
potatoes, radish, scallions, shal-
lots, spinach, summer squash, 
sweet potatoes, tomatillos, to-
matoes, turnips, watermelons, 
winter squash and zucchini. 

For herbal wellness, The 
Domesticated Wild Child was 
set up at the farmer’s market. 
Corinn Algier is an entrepre-
neur and artisan based out of 
Spencer and creates herbal in-
fusions, utilizing the herb in its 

whole form and extracting the 
therapeutic properties. 

Algier said her most popu-
lar product is magnesium body 
cream that is beneficial for the 
human body.

“Everybody can use it,” Al-
gier said.  

Algeir enjoys herbal well-
ness products that help the en-
tire family. Every item she cre-
ates are made utilizing organic, 
sustainable and/or ethically 
wild-harvested ingredients. 

The Sturbridge Farmers 
Market will go on every Sun-
day until Oct. 13 at Sturbridge 
Town Common. The Farmer’s 
Market is a social gathering that 
highlights local businesses from 
not only Sturbridge but from all 
over New England. 

For more information, visit 
www.sturbridgefarmersmarket.
com. 

MARKET from page 1

Sturbridge Town Common is the location of the town’s Farmers 
Market. 

B Organic was one vendor at the Farmers Market selling produce bags 
and handmade lotions and soaps. 

Microgreens were available at the Farmers Market. 

Herbs and garden décor were available at First Leaves Family Farm 
LLC. 

Round Table Farm had a farmstand at the Sturbridge Farmers Market. This past Sunday’s musical entertainment at the Farmer’s Market was 
Cameron Sutphin. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Sutphin performed country/folk music as a solo act under the gazebo 
of Sturbridge Town Common.

Cool off at the farmer’s market with some homemade ice cream. Raw honey was available at the farmer’s market.

Over 30 vendors were setup at the Town Common to provide local agricultural and artisan products, striving to enrich the quality of life in the area. Sturbridge Coffee Roasters were at the farmer’s market. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—The Quabbin 
10-12-years old All-Star base-
ball team lost a pair of one-sided 
games against the Leominster All-
Stars during the 2023 District 3 
tournament. 

When the two teams faced each 
other in the opening round game 
of this year’s All-Star tournament, 
the outcome wasn’t decided until 
the sixth inning.

Leominster, who are the de-
fending District 3 champions, 
took an early 2-0 lead, but Quab-
bin tied the score in the bottom of 

the third inning before taking the 
lead two innings later. 

With the tying run standing 
on third base with two outs in the 
sixth inning, Quabbin righthander 
Oliver Poulin recorded a pair of 
strikeouts, as the home team held 
on for an exciting 3-2 victory on a 
hot and humid day at Felton Field 
in Barre, last Saturday.    

“It feels great to win our first 
tournament game,” said Quabbin 
All-Star manager Jason Poulin. 
“This is a very talented group of 
baseball players. Half of them are 
related, and I really enjoy coach-
ing them a lot.”

Quabbin was scheduled to play 

Athol/Orange at Muzzy Field in 
Orange last Sunday. The winner 
of that contest will play in the Dis-
trict 3 championship game back 
at Felton Field at 5:30 pm on Fri-
day. The loser faced Leominster in 
an elimination game on Tuesday 
night with the winner advancing 
into the finals. 

After getting off to a rocky 
start in the first inning, Oliver 
Poulin kept Leominster at bay 
over the final five innings. Overall, 
Poulin allowed two runs on seven 
base hits with 11 K’s and no walks. 
He threw a total of 79 pitches.

Monson Post 241 
suffers tough lost 
to East Springfield

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD—The members of the Monson 
Post 241 Legion baseball team are probably very glad 
that they won’t be making another visit to the new 
Springfield Central baseball field during the regular 
season.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Oliver Poulin delivers a pitch.

Little League All-Stars edge Leominster

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Jarett Skowyra, of Palmer, makes a catch in right.

Field hockey summer 
campaign opens

SOUTH HADLEY – On Wednesday, June 26, 
South Hadley High School hosted more than a dozen 
field hockey squads made up of players from several 
area high schools. Among the participants are Aga-
wam, Belchertown, South Hadley, Holyoke, Quaboag, 
and Minnechaug. Teams participating in the league 
are playing short games every Wednesday for several 
weeks in an effort to get more repetitions prior to the 
fall season. There is also hope more high school play-
ers will come try out the game.

Evie Iwaniec guides the ball up the field.

Mia Letendre receives a pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Lyndie Miller goes after a loose ball.

Katelynn Swistak tries to take the ball away from an opponent.

Evaline Santos takes a shot.

Please see QUABBIN, page 10 Please see MONSON, page 11
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“Oliver pitched another great game for us,” said the 
Quabbin manager and his father. “He’s been pitching 
very well all season long.”

Oliver’s older brother, Henry, was Quabbin’s start-
ing shortstop. Henry Poulin was scheduled to be Quab-
bin’s starting pitcher against Athol/Orange.    

The other members of the Quabbin 10-12-years 
old All-Star team are Brady Aiesi, Colin Kania, Davis 
Burch, Deegan Pope, Gabriel Houle, Jacob Cavana-
ugh, Jonathan Doherty, Logan Smith, Noah Kelter, 
and Nolan O’Connor. The Quabbin players are from 
either Barre, Hardwick, or Oakham.  

Leominster, who also captured the District 3 title in 

2022, began the game with a fly ball double to center 
field by Matt Cirrone. He scored on another double to 
right field by Lukas Hjelm. After the next batter struck 
out, James Wyman delivered an RBI single to center 
field giving Leominster a 2-0 advantage.    

Leominster righty Ryan Kelly struck out four of the 
first six Quabbin batters that he faced.  

The Quabbin hitters were a little bit more patient 
when they came to the plate in the third inning.

“We faced the Leominster starting pitcher a couple 
of times during the regular season, so we were familiar 
with him,” Jason Poulin said. “We told the boys to be 
a little bit more patient at the plate and we were able to 
tie the score in the third inning.”     

The trio of Cavanaugh, Kelter, and Pope drew walks 
on 3-and-2 pitches which loaded the bases. Another 
walk by Kania brought home Quabbin’s first run. The 
tying run also crossed the plate on a walk by Doherty. 

At that point, Leominster’s manager Steve Hjelm 
decided to make a pitching change. He replaced Kelly 
with righty Armando Velazquez. 

Quabbin did have a couple of runners tagged out at 
the plate who were trying to score on wild pitches in 
the third inning.    

Between the second and fifth innings, Oliver Poulin 
retired 12 of the 15 batters that he faced, including sev-
en in a row.

Despite tying the score on five walks in the third, 
Quabbin was held hitless until the fourth inning when 
Oliver Poulin hit a leadoff single into right field. It was 
their only base hit of the game. 

The contest remained tied until the following in-
ning.  

Aiesi and Cavanaugh drew back-to-back walks 
leading off the bottom of the fifth inning.

After stealing third base, Aiesi scored the go-ahead 
run on a wild pitch that skipped to the backstop.   

“Stealing third base in the fifth inning worked out 
very well for us,” the Quabbin manager said. “We then 
scored the go-ahead run on a wild pitch.”  

Leominster didn’t go down quietly in their final at-
bats.

Brandon Myer put down a bunt hit that rolled fair 
across the third base foul line for a hit. He stole second 
base and advanced to third base on a wild pitch with 
one-out. Oliver Poulin struck out the next two batters 
which ended the game leaving the tying run at third 
base. 

QUABBIN from page 9

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE—Since losing 
back-to-back games to Hill-
town Tents at the beginning of 
the Tri-County League regular 
season, PeoplesBank has been 
on a roll. 

PeoplesBank, who have won 
a total of 18 TCL champion-
ship titles since 1995, won their 
sixth consecutive game follow-
ing a 6-2 victory over the Chi-
copee Falls Tigers at Cougar 
Field, which is located on the 
Holyoke Community College 
campus, last Tuesday night.

“We were able to score a 
couple of runs with some time-
ly two out base hits in tonight’s 
game. Our pitchers also pitched 
well, said PeoplesBank player/
coach Joe Ferry. “We now have 
a week off and we’ll finish the 
regular season with a bunch of 
home games.” 

PeoplesBank, who posted 
an 11-1 win over the Tigers 
down the street at Mackenzie 
Stadium on June 18, entered 
their week off with a 7-2 overall 
record.

Lefthander James Flahive 
was scheduled to be the Peo-
plesBank starting pitcher in the 
second meeting of the regular 
season against the Tigers (6-4). 
He arrived to the field late and 
righty Mikey Rivera was the 
opener for the visiting team. 

“Jimmy had a prior engage-
ment, and he didn’t have his 
normal pregame routine,” said 

Ferry, who’s the PeoplesBank 
starting left fielder. “In my 
opinion, not only is he the best 
pitcher on our team during the 
past three years, but he’s prob-
ably the best pitcher in this 
league this year. 

Rivera allowed a leadoff sin-
gle to centerfielder Travis Ka-
gan in the bottom of the first 
inning before retiring the next 
three Tigers batters.

“Mikey is a new player on 
our team, and he had the hon-
or of pitching the first inning,” 
Ferry said. “He’s fitting in very 
well with us.”     

Flahive, who was the win-
ning pitcher, took over on the 
mound at the start of the sec-
ond inning. He pitched the next 
five innings allowing two runs 
(one earned) on six hits with 
10 strikeouts and no walks.  
Veteran righty Danny Gaines 
allowed only a double in the 
seventh inning.

The Tigers also used three 
pitchers in the game.       

Righty Brendan Fournier 
made his first start of the sea-
son for the Tigers. 

“This was the first time that 
Brendan pitched in a game 
for us this season,” said Tigers 
player/coach Ryan Magni, 
who’s also the baseball coach at 
Holyoke Community College. 
“I thought he pitched well in 
the first three innings.” 

After not allowing any runs 
in the first two innings, Fourni-
er, who also pitched at Chicop-
ee High School, got himself  

into a jam with two-outs in the 
top of the third inning. 

Centerfielder Seth Allen be-
gan the two-out rally by blast-
ing a double to deep center-
field. Then catcher Pete Hogan 

was hit-by-a pitch and right 
fielder Johny Gegetskas drew 
a walk which loaded the bas-
es. First baseman Dustin Bris-
son drove home two runs with 
a hard groundball single into 

right field. 
Brisson, who played college 

baseball at Central Florida, 
was selected in the 15th round 
of the 2000 MLB draft by the 
Boston Red Sox. He played in 
345 career minor league games 
without being called up by a 
major league team.

With two-outs in the fol-
lowing frame, PeoplesBank 
pinch-hitter Kyle Platner deliv-
ered a two-run single to right 
field off righty relief pitcher 
Evan Dougherty increasing the 
lead to 4-0. 

The Tigers broke the ice 
when first baseman Austin Le-
clerec, who played high school 
baseball at Pathfinder Tech, 
blasted a home run over the left 
field fence.

After Allen hit a double that 
bounced off the left field fence 
leading off the fifth inning, Ge-
getskas smashed a two-run ho-
mer over the right field fence, 
which increased the Peoples-
Bank lead to 6-1. 

It was the first home run of 
the season for Gegetskas, who 
played college baseball at West-
field State University.  

The Tigers scored an un-
earned run with two outs in the 
bottom of the sixth.

Righthander Race Drobiak 
pitched the final two final in-
nings for the home team with-
out allowing a run.  

The third meeting of the 
regular season between the two 
squads is slated to take place at 
Mackenzie Stadium on July 16.

PeoplesBank takes down Tigers in Tri-County action

Sam Allen slides into third base safely for PeoplesBank.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Dustin Brisson, of Wilbraham, catches the ball at first.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Nolan O’Connor takes his lead off second.

Henry Poulin takes a swing. Gabriel Houle makes a throw back to the infield.
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Monson suffered a 9-3 loss to East Springfield Post 
420 on the turf baseball field in the first meeting, which 
took place on June 19. The second game between the 
two legion teams was a close affair until the fifth in-
ning. That’s when everything fell apart for Monson, 
as East Springfield scored eight runs enroute to a 10-0 
shutout victory, last Wednesday night. The contest 
ended after five innings due to the 10-run mercy rule.

“Because East Springfield is only playing eight 
home games and we’re playing ten home games this 
year, we had to play them twice on their field,” said 
Monson manager Steve Tripp. “Their starting pitcher 
was one of the best that we’ve faced so far this season. 

The only base hit allowed by East Springfield righty 
Salvador Ortiz was a line-drive single to center by 
pinch hitter Kyle Kaczuwka with one-out in the top 
of the fifth inning. 

This past spring, Kaczuwka was a sophomore 
member of the Ware varsity baseball team.

His older brother, Nathan, who’ll be a senior in the 
fall, also plays for both baseball teams.  

“It has been great playing on the same baseball 
teams with my younger brother,” Nathan Kaczuwka 
said. “I’ve been teammates with Kyle on the Ware 
varsity baseball team for the past two years. I’m really 
looking forward to playing baseball with Kyle for one 
more season.”  

The Kaczuwka’s aren’t the only brothers from Ware 
who are playing for Monson Legion baseball team this 
summer. The other brother duo are Jason and John 
Mumper. 

“It’s bittersweet,” said John Mumper, who was a 
senior co-captain of the Ware varsity baseball team. 
“The high school baseball season was very special for 
us. It’s something that I’m always going to remember.”     

The Indians, who lost in extra innings to Ayer Shir-
ley in the round of 16 in the Division 5 state tourna-
ment, finished their outstanding season with a 16-6 
overall record.

The Mumpers have also been playing baseball to-
gether on the Ware varsity baseball team for the past 
couple of years.

“Jason has become a very good baseball player 
during the past couple of years,” said John Mumper, 
who would like to continue playing baseball at West-
field State University. “It has been a lot of fun being 
teammates with him.” 

While Jack and Owen McKeever aren’t listed on the 
Monson Legion roster, they also played together for 
the Indians.

Owen McKeever, who graduated in June, was 
named as the Ware male athlete of the year. Emily Mc-
Grail is the Ware female athlete of the year.  

The three sets of brothers are very close on and off  
the field.

“All of our families are very close,” Nathan Kaczu-
wka said. “We’re going on a family trip together at the 
end of July.”  

The Mumper’s Kaczuwka’s and the McKeever’s 

didn’t play on the same little league baseball team to-
gether. 

“Jason and I played 
on a different Little 
League team,” John 
Mumper said. “We 
would always beat the 
Kaczuwka’s and the 
McKeever’s. It was a lot 
of fun playing against 
them, but we’ve really 
enjoyed being team-
mates on the varsity 
baseball team.”

Nathan Kaczuwka 
and John Mumper are 
starting pitchers for the 
Monson Legion team. 

One of the catcher’s 
is Dylan Sutkaitis, who 
was also a senior co-cap-
tain of the Indians 
varsity team this past 
spring. He’s planning to 
play college baseball at 
Anna Maria College in 
Paxton

The Post 241 squad 
entered this week’s ac-
tion with a 3-6 record. 

The players from 
Ware and their team-
mates on the legion 
team will be trying to 
win as many games as 
they can before they put 
their gloves and bats 
away.   

MONSON from page 9

Quabbin League 
seeking to start 
fall league

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League 
is looking to start an eight-game fall program for 
the over-28 population. The league, which plays a 
spring/summer regular season with six teams for 15 
games followed by playoffs, is hoping to continue 
the fun into the fall with a short eight-game sched-
ule for interested players.

Preliminary details are still being worked on, 
but the league is looking to have four teams with 
six “regular season” games followed by a semifinal 
in the seventh week, and a final/consolation game 
in the eighth week.

The league will be a bit more informal than the 
regular spring/summer league with the goal being 
for players to have fun playing more baseball, work 
on field and batting skills through more innings in 
the field and extra at-bats, or potentially working 
on or trying out pitching.

As has been traditional in other fall leagues, the 
Quabbin League will likely be wood-bat only for 
the fall.

There is an interest form and survey interested 
players can fill out at www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org. The league is open to all current Quabbin 
league players as well as players from other leagues 
who are age 28 and over during the calendar year 
of 2024. 

The league will look to keep the cost very low 
for the league with preliminary indications having 
the league in the $40-50 range to play eight games.

Games will likely be held in the West Spring-
field, Agawam, Southwick area and are likely to 
be held on Sunday mornings, though a few games 
may be held at alternate times. Games are sched-
uled to begin in September after Labor Day.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Brendan Hess makes a pitch for Post 241.

Hunter Griswold throws across the diamond to first.

John Mumper makes contact for Monson Post 241.

Dominic Allen gets ready to receive a pitch.

Jason Mumper, of Ware, takes a swing.
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The Conservation Commission and the library have partnered up to offer some excit-ing informational opportunities for town residents.
Now that the town has secured its Municipal Vulnerability Pre-

paredness Grant, the library and conservation have sought to offer more programs to help get kids involved in studying and learning about climate and ecology, and in particular, the specific needs of the town of Monson when it comes to environmental protections.
On Friday, June 28, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., Rona Leventhal will visit Veterans Field to share Stories and Songs for Our Planet. This is part of the Storytimes on the Go offered by the library’s Youth Ser-vices.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last week, the Town Council held a Public Hear-ing where the Town Manager went over the next fiscal year’s budget.
Town Manager Brad Brothers gave an overview of the budget. 
“Bob Reid sent a memo out to all of the department heads, I be-lieve in late December, early Janu-ary,” Brothers said, “outlining what the budget process would look 

like.”
Brothers said the Town Ac-countant received spreadsheets from each of the department heads, then they went through various channels of review and a bud-get subcommittee, before going through every budget item that was proposed line by line. Brothers re-ported that the general fund budget amounts to $41,978,324.

“Property taxes and state aid are projected as stable,” Brothers said, “however, we have seen a significant increase in new growth. 

This is a trend we expect to see con-tinue as we look forward to ensure our inspections are up-to-date.”
Brothers said that two of the main drivers for local receipts in-creases were investment income and income from cannabis excise tax, which is a new tax fund that the town has started to receive. Brothers said that one of his goals for the next fiscal year will be for the town departments to review fee structures and make sure the town is matching the local market rate.

“One great news piece is we’re 

going to be sending a new electric agreement that will be signed to reduce our electric supply rates by 32% starting in November,” Broth-ers said.
The town’s HMO and PPO health insurance plans were re-newed for a 5% reduction. “It’s not too often that you see health insur-ance go down,” Brothers said.
Brothers announced that the public schools will have a 3.5% budget increase, which will include the expansion of its Pre-K program, as well as developing collaborative 

teaching models and transporting contractual increases.
“In wastewater, inflation to general operating expenses in addi-tion to growing capital project ex-penses had the recommended bud-get totaling $4,449,490,” Brothers said. “After reducing anticipated offsets of $802,200, which is Mon-son septage and miscellaneous rev-enue, the balance left to cover is $3,627,490.”

Brothers said by assuming 

Free 
Summer 
Eats to 
youths 
under 18

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

MONSON – The town and school system are excited to offer Free Summer Eats to students and youths in the community under the age of 18, with no questions asked.
“Great things are happening in Monson,” said Tracy Blanchard, Food Service Director for the town’s schools.
Blanchard announced that the schools will continue to offer free meals when school is out for the summer. The Free Summer Eats program will run from July 8 through Aug. 16. This program is made possible by the state Depart-ment of Education, and sponsored by the town’s Public Schools Food Service Department.

“Kids and teens can enjoy free nutritious meals all summer long,” Blanchard said. “Summer Eats 2024 provides free meals to kids and teens 18 and under, with no identification or registration re-quired or questions asked. Kids and teens can show up to any site and receive free, nutritionally-balanced breakfast and lunch to fill them up for those very full summer days. All sites will host fun kid-friendly give-aways throughout the summer.”
Monday through Friday, from July 8 until Aug. 16, breakfast will be served at two locations from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“All meals are grab and go style, so they won’t be eating there,” Blanchard said. “We’re offering breakfast and lunch weekend take-home bundle meals offered every Friday.”
There will be two locations that kids and teens can visit to partici-

Town Manager shares details on municipal budget

Local partnership for
educational programs

Lions Club celebrates 75th anniversary

PALMER

Turley photos Emily-Rose PappasAlthea and her grandma, Cheryl Murray waiting for the next ride. See more photos on page 6.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – A local kindergar-
ten teacher was recently recognized with the Most Valuable Teacher Award for going above and beyond in her service toward her students.

Country Bank, in partnership with The WooSox Foundation, rec-
ognizes teachers who go above and beyond with the “Most Valuable Teacher” Award. Students through-
out the region nominate their teach-
ers, who, if selected, receive a spe-
cial visit from the WooSox mascot, Smiley Ball, and Country Bank’s mascot, Buck, as well as a $100 gift card from Country Bank.

Additionally, both the teacher and nominating student receive four tickets to a WooSox game during the upcoming season.
Melissa Webber, a kindergarten 

Submitted photos

Melissa Webber (center) received the Most Valuable Teacher Award from Woo Sox and Country Bank.

Most Valuable Teacher Award
Local kindergarten 
teacher receives award 
for helping students in 
need

MONSON

Carnivaltimetime

Photos by Marcelo GusmãoYouth Services Librarian Denise Newland, Conservation Agent Toni Uliana, and Director Hope Bodwell enjoyed the sunlight outside the library.

COMMUNITY

PALMER – Last Thursday, the Palmer Lions Club met at the Sec-ond Congregational Church to cele-brate its 75th anniversary.
The local chapter welcomed members from all over the region 

to celebrate this momentous anni-versary with them. A dinner of bar-becue chicken was provided by the church, and Club President George 
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MEALS  ❙   page 9

Photos by Marcelo GusmãoClub President George Richardson held up the plaque that the club received from the state.
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all the freedoms I have as an 
American and to appreciate 
what the generations before 
have sacrificed so that I could 
have those freedoms,” Sam Na-
ring the assistant director of 
public programs, said. 

“I’ve seen a number of nat-
uralization ceremonies at the 
Village and each one is always 
so moving,” Naring said. “It 
is great to see so many people 
from different walks of life at 
the Village with the same goal.” 

The ceremony featured 154 
applicants for citizenship, and 
55 for name changes, resulting 
in a large ceremony, filled with 
people eagerly awaiting their 
fresh starts. 

Overseeing the ceremony 
were Town Clerk Tracy Mc-
Laughlin, Bichop Nawrot from 
the OSV Board of Trustees, 
Leigh Mapplebeck of the Asso-
ciate Counsel, USCIS Office of 
Chief Counsel, and Honorable 
Robert B. Collings, Magistrate 
Judge.

From the Village, the OSV 

Fife and Drum Corps and the 
OSV Singers were present to 
provide music, featuring the 
National Anthem and “My 
Country Tis of Thee.” 

“My favorite part is the dai-
ly procession of citizens,” Na-
ring said. “It makes the whole 
Village come alive, and our 
Discovery Adventures summer 
camp get to participate which is 
a unique experience for them.” 

The kids taking part in the 
Discovery Adventures summer 
camp get to wear clothing from 
the time periods, and get to 

perform different tasks and ac-
tivities depending on the group 
they are in. 

The Militia Group gets to 
march, play drums, and hold 
toy rifles, and the Finer Things 
group practices skills like em-
broidery, woodworking, gar-
dening, and trading. 

In the Westward Ho group, 
kids get to learn about what it 
was like to live during the west-
ward expansion and learn to 
cook over a fire. The Artists at 
Work group creates beautiful 
paintings, sketches, and more.

“I hope people learned 
about some of the many paral-
lels between the 1830s and to-
day,” Naring said. “I hope they 
were reminded that America is 
a prosperous nation that people 
continue to want to live in and 
contribute towards the success 
of.” 

Old Sturbridge Village will 
continue to host these natu-
ralization ceremonies and take 
part in the unique ability to 
learn about the history of our 
country and what it means to 
have freedom. 

OSV from page 1

One family celebrating citizenship, wearing matching dresses and smiling brightly. The Old Sturbridge Village Singers preparing to sing the National Anthem. 

People gathered, facing the meeting house, witnessing the new citizens take the oath. The Militia Group, a part of the Discovery Adventures Summer Camp, posing with their muskets.

The kids part of the Westward Ho group, where they learn about the westward expansion, and other skills 
like cooking over a fire. 

The Summer Camp group, Finer Things, where they learn practical skills like embroidery, woodworking, gar-
dening, and trading. 
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

MARKET
R E A L  E S TAT E    ❙    F I N A N C I A L  S O L U T I O N S    ❙    H O M E  T R E N D S

AUGUST 2024

MODERN MARKET
What to know about
buying a home in a
low inventory market

RENO 
RECOMMENDATIONS
Renovations that sell homes

ON THE HOME HUNT
Tips for first time
home buyers

TH
E

Advertising 
Deadline
July 17 

August Publication

Contact Dan Flynn for details: dflynn@turley.com • 297-5886

The Ware Housing Authority (WHA) is seeking a qualified 
and experienced Program Administrator. 

The Authority’s portfolio includes Ch. 667 Elderly/Handicapped, Ch. 705 
Family and Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers. The candidate should be 
familiar with both the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 
(EOHLC) and U.S. Department and Urban Development (HUD) program 
requirements. 

Tenant Intake/Outreach, Maintenance of waiting lists, Assist program 
participants to secure appropriate housing and complete all associated 
paperwork. Negotiate with landlords for comparable rents. Attend training 
sessions. Administer the Section Program, Ch. 667 and Ch. 705. 
Including but not limited to all other tasks as assigned. 

Possess excellent written and verbal skills, ability to communicate effectively. 
Familiar with centralized public housing wait lists, (CHAMP) housing 
software, HUD and EOHLC databases. 

The maximum salary is $50,286 and is dependent upon experience. 
The required work hours are 37.5 hours per week and the position includes 
excellent benefits. The candidate will be subject to qualification verification 
prior to employment. 

To apply in confidence please submit a cover letter and resume to 
Linda Hanssen, Executive Director, Ware Housing Authority at 
lindashanssen@gmail.com. 

The deadline is no later than July 19, 2024.
Diverse applicants are encouraged to apply. 

The Ware Housing Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

BOSTON - The Massachu-
setts Clean Water Trust’s Board of 
Trustees approved $75,748,203 in 
new low-interest loans and grants 
at its meeting on June 12.

The Trust, in collaboration with 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection, helps com-
munities build or replace 
water infrastructure that 
enhances ground and sur-
face water resources, en-
sures the safety of drink-
ing water, protects public 
health and develops resil-
ient communities. 

It accomplishes these 
objectives by providing 
low-interest loans and 
grants to cities, towns and 
water utilities through 
the Massachusetts State 
Revolving Funds. The 
SRF programs are part-
nerships between the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. SRFs 
function like an environ-
mental infrastructure 
bank by financing water 
infrastructure projects in 
cities and towns across 
the Commonwealth.

Drinking Water Proj-
ects include East Brook-
field in the amount of 

$8,177,108 for water storage im-
provements. 

About the Clean Water Trust
Since its establishment in 1989, 

the Trust has loaned nearly $8.6 
billion to improve and maintain the 

quality of water in the Common-
wealth. An estimated 97 percent of 
Massachusetts’ residents have ben-
efited from the financial assistance 
of the Trust.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

East Brookfield awarded loan for water 
storage improvements

TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Waving the flag, another family celebrates their dad’s new citizenship.

Artists at Work, a group of kids dedicated to the arts of painting, 
sketching, and more.

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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COUNTERTOP DISHWASHER, 
attaches to sink faucet. Fits 10 plates, 
glasses and utensils. $150. Call 978-
799-9096.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE 

213 RIVER STREET,
THORNDIKE.

Sat.-Sun., July 13-14, 8am-4pm. 
Mid Century bedroom sets, Temple 
Stuart dining room set with hutch, liv-
ing room set, Mid Century Zenith ste-
reo, Yorktown, Pfaltzgraff dishes, and 
Westmoreland Milk Glass, and much 
more.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!

  Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd.,

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED CORDWOOD. Call 
617-759-2182.

FOR SALE
• 14’ step ladder
• Radial arm table saw
• Hydraulic conduit benders
• Portable grinders 7” & 12”
• Wire pullers
• Assorted Knock out Punches

413-658-8535/413-967-5065

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludlow

Shiners, worms, tackle. Beer and 
ice. Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-3pm; 
Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-3pm; Sun 
6am-1pm. Closed Mon.-Tues. 413-
589-7957

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING steam meth-
od starting at $89 per room. Stain and 
odor removal. Quotes available. Call 
Superior Floor Solutions, 413-323-
4760.

ELECTRICIAN
ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master 
Electrician on staff. Call for all your 
electrical needs. No job too small. Se-
nior citizen and Veteran Discount. A 
veteran owned company. MA License 
#8101A1. Call John at (413)206-
6509

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

INSTRUCTION
BALLROOM DANCE

Private lessons for couples, wedding, 
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
cial! Fun, easy, and relaxing – swing, 
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN 
LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
free estimates, fully insured w/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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������������������

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BOATS
18 FOOT STINGRAY BOAT, 
115hp Suzuki motor, trailer bought July 
2023. About 75 hours. $10,000, like 
new. 239-728-7886.

ASSISTANT MECHANIC
The Assistant Mechanic, works under 
the Mechanic to repair and maintain a 
wide variety of mechanical equipment 
throughout the company.
Skills needed (but are not limited to): 
Air brake knowledge, hydraulic knowl-
edge, small engine repairs, welding, 
and fabricating (body work skills a 
plus). Must own your own tools. CDL 
a plus but not required; Self-motivat-
ed, committed only need apply. Back-
ground checks, driver records and 
drug testing required. This is a full time 
position. Email resume and interest to 
admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168. 

VACUUM SWEEPER OPERATOR
3rd shift sweeper operator – operate 
vacuum sweeper at various route sites. 
Experience preferred but not required.  
No CDL required. MUST obtain a DOT 
card and have a clean driving record 
and be dependable.  Will train qualified 
applicants. Email resume and interest 
to admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168.

LAND FOR SALE
HAMILTON LAKE, HOLLAND, 
MA. Small private surveyed 41 ft. 
waterfront lot with boat launch. Dock 
and picnic table area. Quiet dead end 
Brandon St. Unused swimming ROW. 
Jim 508-868-6157, Peg 508-
723-3433. $25,000. Taxes $224 year.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED
Executive Driver Needed
Responsibilities include maintaining a personal and 
professional schedule, coordinating meetings and 

events. Must be reliable and arrive at appointments 
on time. The ideal candidate must have exceptional 
communication and interpersonal skills and must be 

incredibly organized with a strong work ethic. 
Send resume and cover letter to 

alessiacruz45@gmail.com for details.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

- public safety -

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that  the North 
B r o o k f i e l d  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition 
to locate poles, wires, and 
fixtures, including the neces-
sary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, brought before 
it by Massachusetts Electric 
Company d/b/a National Grid 
and Verizon New England, 
Inc. on Tuesday, July 30, 
2024 at 6:15PM at the 
North Brookfield Police 
Department, 55 School 
Street, North Brookfield, 
MA 01535. 

The pole location that will 

be considered is as follows:
Ayers St: National Grid to 

install 1 JO Pole on Ayers St 
beginning at a point approx-
imately 600 feet south of the 
centerline of the intersection 
of Brown Rd and continuing 
approximately 1600 feet in a 
north direction. Install a new 
Pole in front of 24 Ayers St 
for new underground service. 

Said hearing will begin at 
6:15PM and continue until 
completion, and will be con-
ducted pursuant to the pro-
visions of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166.

Jason M Petraitis, 
Chairman

E. Brooke Canada
Vaughn Schlegel 

07/12/2024 

- public notice -

New Braintree
Police Log 

During the weeks of June 17-July 8, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 56 building/property 
checks, 77 directed/area patrols, 13 radar 
assignments, 12 traffic controls, 12 emer-
gency 911 calls, two citizen assists, two as-
sist other agencies, three complaints, one 
property damage, two harassments, 10 
safety hazards, two motor vehicle investi-
gations, two motor vehicle accidents, four 
animal call and 12 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of New Braintree.

Monday, June 17
8:34 a.m. Safety Hazard, Gilbertville 

Road, Services Rendered
11:31 a.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-

hicle Operations, Barre Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

Tuesday, June 18
5:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Gil-

bertville Road, Citation Issued
5:20 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Barre Cut Off Road, Investi-
gated

Wednesday, June 19
6:51 a.m. Safety Hazard, Oakham 

Road, Merge
6:56 a.m. Safety Hazard, Oakham 

Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, June 20
11:13 a.m. Property Damage, Hard-

wick Road, Report Taken

Friday, June 21
12:24 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Me-

morial Drive, Officer Handled
7:59 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Unitas 

Road, Officer Handled
8:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Gil-

bertville Road, Citation Issued

Saturday, June 22
6:34 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Wine Road, Services Rendered
9:30 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Barr Road, Transported to Hospital

Sunday, June 23
6:32 p.m. Safety Hazard, Hardwick 

Road, Officer Handled

Monday, June 24
4:19 p.m. Safety Hazard, West Brook-

field Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

Tuesday, June 25
7:11 a.m. Safety Hazard, West Brook-

field Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

Wednesday, June 26
7:42 a.m. 911 Complaint/Motor Ve-

hicle Operations, West Brookfield Road, 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Thursday, June 27
9 a.m. Harassment, Hardwick Road, 

No Action Required
9:40 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 

West Brookfield Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

8:30 p.m. Safety Hazard, Thompson 
Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, June 29
7:55 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

North Brookfield Road, Transported to 
Hospital

12:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-
tion, Hardwick Road, Investigated

Sunday, June 30
9:21 a.m. Assist Citizen, West Brook-

field Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

10:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 
Barre Road, Services Rendered

Tuesday, July 2
10:43 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

West Brookfield Road, Transported to 
Hospital

Friday, July 5
6:55 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Ut-

ley Road, Transported to Hospital

Saturday, July 6
1:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, Wine Road, 

Peace Restored
2:24 p.m. 911 Disturbance, Wine 

Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, July 7
2:33 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 

Wine Road, Officer Handled
2:50 p.m. 911 Misdial, Moore Road, 

Checked/Secured
3:59 p.m. 911 Utility Issues, Gilbert-

ville Road, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

East Brookfield 
Police Log

During the week of July 1-7, the East 
Brookfield Police Department respond-
ed to 109 building/property checks, 74 
directed area patrols, three traffic con-
trols, three radar assignments, 15 emer-
gency 911 calls, six citizen assists, two 
assist other agencies, one fraud, five 
complaints, three motor vehicle acci-
dents, six animal calls and 26 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of East Brook-
field.

Monday, July 1
11:10 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Wildwood Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

11:28 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 
East Main Street, Officer Handled

1:01 p.m. Fraud, Out of Town, Offi-
cer Handled

4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Po-
dunk Road, Citation Issued

4:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 
East Main Street, Citation Issued

5:13 p.m. 911 Misdial, Harrington 
Lane, False Alarm

7:21 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown 
Location, Dispatch Handled

10:38 p.m. 911 Fire/Other, West Stur-
bridge Road, Officer Handled

Tuesday, July 2
3:23 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
7:32 p.m. 911 Disturbance, West 

Main Street, Officer Handled
8:22 p.m. Medical Emergency, East 

Main Street, Transported to Hospital
9:34 p.m. Assist Citizen, West Main 

Street, Services Rendered

Wednesday, July 3
8:56 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Services Rendered
11:45 a.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown 

Location, Officer Handled
2:03 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Abandoned, 

East Main Street, Spoken To
8:32 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Out 

of Town, Services Rendered
11:40 p.m. 911 Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, West Main Street, 
Unfounded

Thursday, July 4
7:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Blaine 

Avenue, Citation Issued
7:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
8:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
8:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
9:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Sturbridge Road, Citation Issued
9:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Howe 

Street, Citation Issued
10:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Howe Street, Citation Issued
10:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Written Warning
10:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Route 49, Citation Issued
2:39 p.m. Complaint, South Pond 

Road, Spoken To
4:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, 

West Main Street, Officer Handled
10:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Arrest(s) Made
11:54 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Dunn Brook Road, Services Rendered

Friday, July 5
12:10 p.m. Medical Emergency, Har-

rington Street, Transported to Hospital
8:12 p.m. 911 Animal Call, East 

Main Street, Checked/Secured

Saturday, July 6
1:04 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, East Main Street, Report Taken
12:28 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle 

Operations, Parade, Arrest(s) Made
5:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
6:39 p.m. Complaint, South Pond 

Road, Citation Issued
8:59 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Rail 

Road Area, Dispatch Handled
9:37 p.m. Officer Initiated, Band-

stand, Arrest(s) Made
11:08 p.m. 911 Complaint, East 

Main Street, No Action Required

Sunday, July 7
11:28 a.m. Assist Citizen, South 

Pond Road, Officer Handled
6 p.m. Assist Citizen, Connie Mack 

Drive, Report Taken

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SUMMER SALE!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!!
1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

 Looking to 
Buy or Sell a Home?
I can help you Navigate the Local 
Market. Call or email me directly. 

I would love to assist you!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 27 .......Block Island ....................................$110
Oct. 5 ........ Turkey Train .............................. $165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!

Save on farm-fresh ground beef
Farmer Matt’s dry-aged, Angus ground beef on 
sale for just $6.99/lb thru July 14. 

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

GROUND BEEF SAVINGS

Farmer Matt Ground Beef $6.99
Save 22% with this coupon in-store 
or promo code “groundbeef” online.
Valid thru 7/14/24.

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Gorgeous equestrian property, lovingly 
maintained by the same owner since 
construction, with privacy on all sides. 
Many updates throughout and lots of room 
for expansion if you want more space. 
The walkout basement is already partially 
finished and the huge 3 car garage has 
an unfinished room above it with it’s own 
entrance, making it a perfect workshop as-
is or could be finished as extra living space. The seller had horses for many years and 
much of the fencing remains. The barn originally had 4 stalls but currently has 2 with the 
option to add the other 2 back to the other half of the barn if wanted. Very conveniently 
located with easy access to major routes, shopping, etc. You won’t want to miss out on 
seeing this unique and beautiful home!$599,000

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION


