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Airman First Class Johnny Barker performed on percussion.

U.S. Air Force band
performs for town’s 275th

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NEW  BRAINTREE
— The Historical Commis-
sion and the 275th Anni-
versary Committee host-
ed the renowned U.S. Air
Force Heritage of Amer-
ica Band for a special 4th
of July performance of
“American Ascent: 250
years of Nation and Sky”

this past Sunday.

The 1st Hardwick In-
dependent Battery fired
its cannons during several
of the musical selections,
including the “1812 Over-
ture”.

The green between Me-
morial Drive and the com-
mon was filled with hun-
dreds of spectators, while
the band performed the in-

See NEW BRAINTREE
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Town’s oldest resident
also celebrates
99th birthday

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD -
Family, friends and commu-
nity members joined togeth-
er to celebrate two special
occasions with resident Hel-
en Lapenas — her 99" birth-
day and her receiving of the
Boston Post Cane award as
the town’s oldest living res-
ident.

At the June 30 celebra-
tion, Historical Commis-
sion Secretary Anne-Marie
Nolan said Lapenas was the
town’s 27" recipient of the
Boston Post Cane, a tradi-
tion that has continued since
1909.

See LAPENAS PAGE 5

Boston

Post Cane

PAULA OUIMETTE
Boston Post Cane ’
award recipient
Helen Lapenas is
shown with state
Sen. Peter Durant
(left) and state Rep.
Donnie Berthiaume.

Sue Lewandowski
and Sheila Orsi ran
the Community Heart
& Soul tent at North
Brookfield’s 4th of
July celebration held
this past Saturday on
the common.

TURLEY PHOTO BY
CAMREN ROBERTSON

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The Parks and
Recreation Committee and
friends hosted a well-at-
tended 4th of July celebra-
tion on the common this
past Saturday, complete

with music, games, activi-
ties, food and a bonfire.
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This child enjoyed a rubber duck game.

This event celebrated
the nation’s 250th anniver-
sary of independence.

The Otters and DJ Tab-
by LeBlanc provided the
musical entertainment, and
festivalgoers were able to
keep cool in the dunk tank
and chill zone.
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Community enjoys
bonfire and concert

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The annual West Brook-
field Bonfire was scheduled
for 6-9:30 p.m. last Tues-
day, but the weather was
threatening not to cooper-
ate.

When the climate goes
awry here in Massachu-
setts, it can be interesting.
For example, some of us
thought the snow from last
winter would never melt.

Well, it did, but that was
then.

On June 30, a different
question asserted itself.
The heavens were threaten-
ing to open up.

The bandstand commit-
tee would have to decide.
The team was monitoring
the forecasts and prom-
ised a decision when and if
more was revealed.

As time got closer, it was
decided, bravely: Go!

The committee of Mon-
ica, Michelle, Mike and
John were going to keep up
the community tradition.

People arrived with their
chairs and began settling
down. Children were on
street in front of the band-
stand drawing Old Glory
with colored chalk.

Young people were rid-
ing motor bikes without
incident.

See BONFIRE PAGE 10

Board
discusses
Gay Road

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD - The
Select Board discussed the
closing stages of the Gay
Road project at their meet-
ing on July 1, and the costs
associated with the work.

Bruce Clarke, who was
appointed to oversee the last
5% of the project said there
is about $120,000 of costs
associated with finishing the
project, including between
$6,000-$7,000 for loam and
seed, $2,000 for mailboxes,
$1,000 for a stone wall reset,
between $60,000-$80,000 for
screen millings, and a cost
of line painting that was not
involved in the contract for

town organizations set up
booths, and a food and ice
cream trucks were also on

hand.
There were free crafts,
temporary tattoos, face

painting, an egg hunt and
more.

the work. Clarke said a top
coat has been applied to two
thirds of the road and needs
to be finished.

Select Board member
Richard Chaffee said there
is stone on town property,
which was purchased for the
project, and it may be given
to the contractor Jim Pioppi
to be taken off of the bill.

Clarke said so far, the
total cost for the project is
about $1.058 million. Chaf-
fee said the original contract
was signed for $969,000.

The board also discussed
which part of the project
is grant eligible, saying the
grant was to pave to the
town line, but there was
work to the power lines
done out of the contract.
Board members also said
there was a cost of $45,000
approved for pre-work and
another $187,000 approved
for pulverizing and paving.

See BROOKFIELD
PAGE 10
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BOS accepts year end transfer

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The Board of
Selectmen accepted various
year end transfers at its June
30 meeting, as fiscal year
2027 began on July 1.

There were multiple re-
quests from the Police De-
partment accepted, includ-
ing $380 from police salary
to animal control salary, $1
from animal expense to an-
imal control salary, $1,000
from police salary to police
facility expense, $150 from
police salary to office fire-
arms supply, $1,037 from
animal control expense to
police vehicle repair, $1,500
from police salary to pur-
chase of service, $2,298
from police salary to chief
salary, $21,800 from po-
lice salary to overtime and
$3,955 from police salary to
career incentives.

There were also four re-
quests from the Board of
Health accepted, with all
transfers going toward the
recycling contract line, with
$1,800 coming from other
expenses, $6,000 from recy-
cling monitor salary, $2,000
from purchase of service
and $2,040 from food in-
spector salary.

There were two requests
from the Assessor’s office
accepted, including $0.14
from other expense to Cen-
tral Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission and

$6.70 from other expenses
to Worcester County Re-
gional Retirement.

Other financial items

The board accepted re-
serve fund requests, includ-
ing $2,369 for the library to
repair a chiller condenser,
and $496 from selectmen’s
salary to pay a negative bal-
ance. There were also spend-
ing requests accepted for the
Highway Department in-
cluding $285 to Home De-
pot for a bench vise, $1,333
to Pete’s Tire Barn for four
tires for a 1999 internation-
al dump truck, and $749
to Pete’s Tire Barn for four
rims for the dump truck.

One spending request
from the Council on Ag-
ing for $925 to Accurate
Medical Cooling for HVAC
system service was passed
over because it was unclear
if there is a contract with
them, whose responsibili-
ty the maintenance on the
system is, and whether the
COA got a quote from any
other business.

Pole hearings

There were three petitions
by National Grid accepted,
including the placement of
one joint-owned pole ap-
proximately 30 feet east of
the intersection of North
Main Street and Reed Ave-
nue; two joint owned poles
to be placed and two more
to be relocated about 110
feet west of the intersection
of Donovan Road and East

Brookfield Road continuing
about 508 feet west; and an
underground petition on
Donovan Road for two 10
foot by 13 foot manholes
and 435 feet of conduit to
be placed.
Appointments

The board appointed
Kathleen McClintock to
the Board of Library Trust-
ees. She said she loves the
library and wants to make
a community contribution
to it.

The board also appoint-
ed Tyler Goyette to the
Highway Department, he
said he previously worked in
Barre and lives in town.

The board appointed
members to the Fire Chief
Search Committee includ-
ing Police Chief Ryan Da-
ley, Brookfield Fire Chief
Peter Martell and local fire-
fighter Mario Polanco.

MassDOT

Board of Selectmen
Chair Jamie Gilman said
the town is working on the
paving contract with the
Department of Transpor-
tation, and once it is com-
pleted, parking times will
be posted. He said the town
needs to look at the park-
ing lines painted, as there
is variation by up to seven
inches between widths of
the spots, and there is no
handicap spot painted.

The board also approved
a traffic study to be done on
a local road by MassDOT,
since some residents were

concerned about the speed
limit.

Administrative items

The Dboard approved
payroll, school and general
fund warrants, the minutes
for June 16, and approved
a one day liquor license for
Connect Restaurant for July
26.

The board also signed a
Sustainable Materials Re-
covery Program grant for
the Board of Health, as part
of the town’s recycling divi-
dend program.

Public comment

Karen Hubacz, chair
of the Zoning Board of
Appeals and a member of
the Planning Board said
there is no clerk for either
board, and there are a lot
of statutory requirements
for these boards, and with-
out a clerk doing the job,
the town could get in legal
trouble. Executive Assistant
Mary-Beth Kularksi said
she would post an internal
posting.

Highway  Department
Clerk Kim George said pav-
ing estimates from Mass
Brokenstone came in, one
over budget, and one at ap-
proximately $321,000 for
over 2,600 feet of road.

The Board of Asses-
sors have new hours, from
8 a.m.-2 p.m. on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m.-noon on Wednesday
and evening hours of 5-7
p-m. on Tuesday.
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The Deloreans will perform a farewell concert at Powder Mill Park on Sunday, July 12 as part of the Spencer Parks & Recreation Commission’s

2026 Summer Goncert Series.

The Deloreans return for Summer Concert Series

SPENCER - The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation
Commission’s 2026 Sum-
mer Concert Series con-
tinues with a farewell tour
performance by the Delo-
reans from 2-5 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 12 at Powder Mill
Park, corner Smithville and
Meadow Roads.

The Deloreans, who will
be disbanding at month’s
end, is a seven-piece horn
band that performs most-

ly pop, rock and soul hits
of the 70s and 80s. The
instrumentation is guitar,
bass, drums, keyboards,
sax, trumpet and trombone.
Four members sing and
create great harmonies and

backups.

The series runs every
Sunday through Aug. 23
and continues July 19 with
the Love Dogs.The concert
series is proudly sponsored
by Cornerstone Bank.

Registration open for
Alex Cordy memorial

golf tournament

St. Carlo Acutis Parish,
Brookfield/West ~ Brook-
field/Warren, is having its
9th Annual Alex Cordy
Memorial Charity Golf
Tournament at Quail Hol-
low Golf and Country
Club, 1822 OId Turnpike
Road, Oakham, on Satur-
day, Sept. 12.

Registration begins at
7:15 a.m., with a shotgun
start at 8 a.m.

Alex Cordy was an in-
tegral part of the West
Brookfield community for
many years. In memory
of his outstanding service
to his community, his par-
ish and being a founding
member of our Knights of
Columbus Council 11080,
this tournament will once
again benefit the Youth
Activities Fund to support
the youth in the local com-

munity, a cause that was
very important to Alex.
The golf tournament
organizers were able to
award two $1,000 scholar-
ships this past year from
the proceeds of this event
to two local high school se-
niors, as well as fund many
other youth activities.
Consider  supporting
this event by sponsoring
or participating in the
tournament individually
or with a foursome. Tour-
nament raffle items and
general donations to this
event are always welcomed
and appreciated.
Registration and spon-
sorships are now available
for this tournament. To
register, and for more in-
formation, please call 413-
813-8100 or email wally-
connor122@gmail.com.

Family fun at St. Aloysius
Parish BBQ on Aug. 2

HARDWICK - St
Aloysius Parish invites
families from across the
area to its Summer BBQ
on Sunday, Aug. 2 with
dinner served noon-1 p.m.
at the South Barre Rod
and Gun Club, 2626 Barre
Road.

The  afternoon is
planned with every age in
mind, from grandparents
to grandchildren.

The meal is a half
chicken dinner served
with baked potato, corn
on the cob, salad and wa-
termelon. Children and
adults alike can join in
the games, and raffles and
prizes will run throughout
the afternoon.

Tickets are $20 each
and are available by call-
ing the rectory at 413-477-

6493. This is a fundraiser
to benefit the Parish Ren-
ovation Funds.

All are welcome to join
in the fun.

About St. Aloysius Parish
St.  Aloysius Parish
serves the villages of
Gilbertville and Wheel-
wright, from two worship
sites, St. Aloysius Church
(64 Church St., Gilbert-
ville) and St. Augustine
Mission (98 Church Lane,
Wheelwright).

A parish of the Diocese
of Worcester, it is home
to St. Aloysius Catho-
lic School and is served
in collaboration with St.
Francis of Assisi Parish in
South Barre. Learn more
at  staloysiusstaugustine.
com.

Teddy Bear Picnic to be
held Friday evening

BROOKFIELD - It’s
National Teddy Bear Pic-
nic Day, so bring your fa-
vorite Teddy Bear (or oth-
er stuffed animal) to the
common on Friday, July
10 from 5-6 p.m.

Bring your family and
friends, a blanket or chairs
and your favorite picnic
foods.

At 6 p.m. the picnic
will be joined by Maggie
the Clown and she will
make balloon creations.
From 6-8 p.m., local band
Moonlight Saints will be
rocking the common with
some lively music. There is
something for everyone at
this event and all are wel-
come.
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Naturalizatio

151 citizens sworn in
on America’s 250th
birthday

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - Old
Sturbridge Village hosted its
annual Naturalization Cer-
emony on the village com-
mon on the 4th of July.

As part of celebrating
the U.S.s 250th birthday,
the village welcomed 151 in-
dividuals from 39 countries,
who were about to receive
their naturalization certifi-
cates and be sworn in as cit-
izens of the U.S.

The U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services
presented candidates to the
U.S. District Court for the
District of Massachusetts,
and they pledged their Oath
of Allegiance to the U.S. for
the very first time.

During the Naturaliza-
tion Ceremony, the OId
Sturbridge Village Singers
gathered on the common to
perform the National An-
them. Announcements were
made by supervisory and
senior immigration services
officer with USCIS, Justin
Merrifield.

Merrifield said he was
honored to be at this pro-
ceeding at Old Sturbridge
Village, and said, “this is the
best part of my job.”

Speaking during the
ceremony was member of
the Old Sturbridge Village
Board of Trustees, Cynthia
Michener, who shared that
this day marks a “very spe-
cial day,” as these candidates
become citizens on the na-
tion’s 250th birthday.

For over a decade, Old
Sturbridge Village has been
hosting the Naturalization
Ceremony and has wel-
comed new citizens to the
U.S. The historic village is
a place where the ideals of
revolution are understood.

Michener ended by con-
gratulating the new citizens.

Naturalization Clerk Sa-
mantha Stoutenburg came
up to ask all candidates to
stand and raise their right
hands and pledge an Oath
of Allegiance to the U.S. As
part of the ceremony, doz-
ens of children came up to
the front of the podium to
participate in a Pledge of

community

Ceremony held at Old Sturbrldge Vlllage

The Id Sturbridge Village Singers performed the National Anthem during th Naturalization Ceremony.

Allegiance with the Ameri-
can Flag displayed by their
sides.

Magistrate Judge Robert
B. Collings of U.S. District
Court for the District of
Massachusetts attended the
Naturalization Ceremony
and shared some inspiring
words about what it means
to be a U.S. citizen.

Collings talked about
how 250 years ago, on July
4, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence ended people’s
time as subjects to the En-
glish crown. July 4, 1776,
was a day when residents
became citizens of the U.S.

and were no longer subjects.

This moment in histo-
ry was something Collings
wanted the newly appointed
citizens to understand and
how important it is becom-
ing citizens. As Collings
spoke, he wanted to give an
important message about
how all citizens have routes
to immigrants who came
to U.S. throughout its 250
years of history.

“Immigrants built this
country,” Collings said.
“They enrich us.”

Collings also talked
about the rights and respon-
sibilities of citizenship in

the U.S., which includes the
right to vote.

“I'm urging you to vote,”
Collings said.

Despite the division that
is happening in the nation
today, Collings said this
is nothing new in the U.S.
There have been many mo-
ments of division through-
out U.S. history.

Collings talked about
the division the country en-
dured during Abraham Lin-
coln’s Presidential campaign
during the Civil War. There
were core ideological divi-
sions during the 1800 pres-
idential election between

John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson.

When addressing the core
values of being a U.S. citi-
zen, Collings quoted Ben-

jamin Franklin from 1787

when he was asked what
kind of government the U.S.
should be.

“A republic, if you can
keep it,” Franklin stated.

Collings ended by con-
gratulating all the citizens
who were sworn in during the
Naturalization Ceremony.

Naturalization Clerk Samantha
Stoutenburg came up to swear in
new citizens of the U.S.
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Magistrate Judge Robert B.
Collings of the U.S. District Court
for the District of Massachusetts
spoke during the Naturalization
Ceremony.

Registration open for Lions Club golf tournament

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - Registration is
now open for the 2026
Brookfields Lions Club golf
tournament, according to
event chair, Marc Kokan-
sky.

The annual event is tak-
ing place on Saturday, Aug.
22 at the Quail Hollow
Country Club, 1822 Old
Turnpike Road, Oakham.
The four-person scramble
tournament begins with reg-
istration at noon, followed
by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100

per golfer, which includes
18 holes of golf, cart, skins
competition, closest-to-
the-pin contests and a meal
following the tournament
at Quail Hollow Country
Club.

Proceeds from the tour-
nament will benefit the
Brookfields Lions Club’s
charitable programs and
community service proj-
ects throughout the area.
Through fundraising events
such as this tournament,
the club supports local or-
ganizations and individu-

als while carrying out the
Lions’ mission of serving
those in need.

To register a team or ob-
tain additional information,
contact Kokansky at 508-
847-9843. Registration is
open now through Aug. 15.

About the Lions Club

As the world’s largest,
youngest and most active
service organization, the
mission of Lions Clubs In-
ternational is to empower
volunteers to serve their
communities, meet human-
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Attorneys Lori Granat

and Michelle Murray
have moved to Worcester.

Now accepting new

clients at:

RUDOLF SMITH LLP

(508) 425-6330

Worcester, MA

446 Main Street, Suite 1503

www.mvsllp.com

itarian needs, encourage
peace, and promote interna-
tional understanding.

Members of the Brook-
fields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and sup-
port in the communities of
Brookfield, East Brookfield,
North  Brookfield, West
Brookfield, and New Brain-
tree.

Sons of A.L. to host
scholarship golf tournament

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Sons of the American
Legion, Post 244, West
Brookfield is hosting its
21st Annual “Scholarship
Scramble” Golf Tourna-
ment on Saturday, Aug. 8
at Quail Hollow Country
Club in Oakham.

The 18-hole tournament

will have a 8 a.m. shotgun
start. Chicken dinner, raf-
fles and prizes to follow at
the Legion Post 244 in West
Brookfield. The registration
fee is $120 per person and
must be received by Aug. 1.
To register, contact Kevin
at 774-230-3262 or Gary at
508-450-8643.

KR

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

TR E E

OBINSON

S ERVICE




PAGE 4

The Quaboag Current * www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com |

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

For our rural way of life in changing times

Farming as a verb

By Drew Blazewicz

Words are important.
It’s probably obvious that
I believe that, given my
propensity for writing as
a way of sharing and pro-
cessing information.

Our realities are shaped
by the stories we tell our-
selves and others (as
well as the stories we tell
*about* ourselves *to*
others and vice versa).

So when it came time
to choose a name for our
agricultural endeavor it
felt important to choose
something that captured
the essence of what we
were working towards and
how we thought of this
project.

Long before my part-
ner, Marissa, and 1 got
into the act of naming our
farm we had spent years
discussing the practicali-
ties of our farming plans
as well as the philosophies
behind them. After an in-
tensive season studying
and participating in the
food system, operating in
the margins of excess and
redistribution, we were
drawn to starting our own
farm with a few principles
in mind.

We saw shifting our
food system towards
smaller farms practicing
more ecologically sound
growing as a necessary
step to meet the challeng-
es of climate and societal
change. Inspired by so
many others who came
before us in this tradition,
both ancient and contem-
porary, we wanted to work
towards shepherding in a
new world that recenters
both human connection
to the earth as well as to
each other. Thus “Tending
Tomorrow” was conceived
as an expression of that
desire; actions taken to-
day to nurture the world
we want to be a part of
tomorrow.

In Braiding Sweetgrass,
Robin Wall Kimmerer ex-
plains a significant differ-
ence between the English
and Potawatomi languag-
es; the prevalence of verbs
versus nouns.

She describes English

- opinion -

as a noun-heavy language;
things *are* one thing.
This language is useful for
a specific type of reason-
ing and logic, and lends
itself to an atomized and
disconnected worldview.
On the other hand, the
Potawatomi language uses
verbs to describe things.
One example given is that
the word for “bay” would
be directly translated as
“water taking the form of

the bay.”

This language rec-
ognizes transience, and
transience illuminates our
interconnectedness. The
water 1s acknowledged

as being the same as the
water that later takes the
form of rain, or the riv-
er that runs down into
the bay, or that feeds our
crops and our bodies.

Our endeavor is not a
fixed or concrete thing,
it’s a verb; an ongoing
act. Our farming methods
are often experimental,
sometimes to the point of
failure, but always with
the goal of repairing and
strengthening local ecolo-
gies and global systems.

As we try new ap-
proaches, both in the
practicalities of food pro-
duction as well as the role
of food producers, we will
make mistakes. But we
will continue to practice
and learn, and that act is
an expression of care and
hope for the future.

This vision of “tend-
ing” to the future came
about from learning a
variety of ecologically
sound farming practices
that build soil health and
biodiversity while also
producing more nutrient
dense and healthful vege-
tables (or any agricultural
product). Industrial agri-
culture inflicts incredible
harm on people and the
environment, but we will
always need to eat.

Tending Tomorrow is
about practicing and shar-
ing a vision for the future,
one in which we work to-
gether with ecology to cre-
ate a robust food system
and ultimately a more re-
silient and enjoyable fu-
ture.

Bad news and good news
In this week’s garden

My annual flower gardens
were just starting to come
into their own when I no-
ticed some damage on the
leaves.

They looked chomped on
from the outer edge going in.
Some leaves also had a wa-
tery brown residue on them.

Going by date, I knew the
culprit already, even before
digging around the base
of the plant. The Asiat-
ic Garden beetle is hard
at work wrecking my
plants.

Read on to learn more
about this pest.

I've also got some good
news. Blueberries and peas
are ready for harvest. Yip-
pee!

The Asiatic Garden bee-
tle is a bit smaller than the
Japanese beetle and is chest-
nut brown in color. It feeds
during the night, so look for
chewed foliage in gardens or
planter boxes under lamp-
posts, street lights or other
outside lights.

Cultivate directly un-
derneath the affected plant
during the day and you will
likely see the culprits scurry
back into the soil. Usually
they snuggle up very close to
the stems an inch or so below
the soil surface.

Sometimes watering at
the base of the plant will
bring them to the top of the
soil where they can be easily
collected or squished. This
is one pest you don’t want
to have around — send them
swimming in a soapy bath or
you may not have any plants
left!

In my experience, two
plants they particularly love
are coleus and calibrachoa.
This year they are decimat-
ing my blue salvia.

It’s pretty amazing that
I’'ve found dozens a day in an
18-inch planter. If digging
around in the soil isn’t your
style, go out near dusk with
a headlamp or flashlight and
pick them right off the plant.

Hand picking can signifi-
cantly cut down on the dam-
age.

the
andén.

8)

One note of good news is
that my blueberries are bear-
ing great this year, really it’s
the first year that I've had a
significant harvest since the
bushes were given to me over
a decade ago. I am pretty
certain I owe it all to Organic
Grower Supply through Fed-
co Seeds, (fedcoseeds.com),
where I purchased “Blueber-
ry Booster.”

I ordered the fertilizer last
year and applied 3 pounds
per bush in the springtime.
Lo and behold it worked.

I have enough to do it
again this fall since I missed
the opportunity this past
spring. A blend of Gran-
ite Meal, sulfur, Tennessee
brown rock phosphate, com-
post, and Azomite, the mix
reduces the soil pH and pro-
vides the nutrients necessary
for healthy blueberry plants
and good fruit.

Fourth of July weekends
over the last several years
have been spent picking,
shucking and freezing peas,
and this year is no exception.
It’s technically a tradition
around my house.

Now you may be think-
ing that I really know how
to have fun, but to me, this
is what summer is made of!
I plant my peas the end of
April, so typically they ripen
almost on cue each year!

I plant three seeds deep
a couple of inches apart up
against the interior of my
garden fence where they nat-
urally climb up with their
tendrils attaching to one
another and the fence. |

loosen up the soil pri-

or to planting, but I

never add any fertilizer
— maybe just a sprinkling of
compost if I am feeling gen-
erous.

Since peas are legumes,
they “fix” their own nitrogen
from the air.

I do soak the seeds in an
inoculant prior to planting
them, however, to make the
fixation happen easily and to
reportedly increase yield.

If you are going to try
your hand at freezing your
“shell” peas, as opposed to
sugar snap Or sSnow peas,
be sure to pick, shuck and
freeze in the same sitting,
since peas begin to lose their
sweetness within hours of
being off the plant.

Like anything else, we
take the good with the bad.
As long as there is enough
good, we won’t throw in the
trowel just yet.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette@,
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

GOT THE
IDEA FROM
GAS STATIONS:

EUMEGvaniVnd. . com

Why doesn’t my Social Security record show all my military earnings?

Dear Rusty:

When I look at my earn-
ings on my Social Security
account, I see that in 1955
and 1956 have no earnings.
I was in the U.S. Navy as a
first officer and have my DD-
214 paperwork, which shows
my military service from Oct.
1954-Oct. 1958.

My Social Security earn-
ings record shows that I had
earnings in 1954, 1957 and
1958 but doesn’'t show that
I was paid in 1955 or 1956.
Shouldn’t I have received So-
cial Security credit for all my
service years?

Signed: An Older Veteran

Dear Older Veteran:

First, I want to thank you
for your military service.

Whether your earnings
while in the military would
provide you with any addi-
tional Social Security ben-
efit depends on your career
earnings after leaving mili-
tary service. Here’s why:

Your monthly Social Se-
curity benefit is based upon

the highest earning
35 years over your
lifetime with earlier
years adjusted for
inflation.

By Russell Gloor

1957, Social Se-
curity would
have no record
of your military
earnings during
those early ser-

From those
highest earning 35
years, SS devel-

ops your Average Indexed

Monthly Earnings, your
lifetime “AIME,” which is
the basis of the SS bene-
fit you get if you claim for
benefits to start at your Full
Retirement Age So, if - after
you completed your military
service - you had at least 35
years of other employment
where you earned more
money than you did while
serving, then your military
pay won'’t affect your Social
Security benefit.

FYI, Social Security
payroll tax has been with-
held from military pay since
1957, which is why your SS
earnings record shows your
military pay only for 1957
and 1958. Your SS record
wouldn’t show military pay
prior to 1957 because you

didn’t contribute to SS from
your military pay during
those years.

The earnings you see in
your SS earnings record
for 1954 are likely from
non-military  employment
prior to starting active duty
in October 1954.

SS does provide older
veterans with “special extra
credits for military service,”
but those credits are only
a supplemental earnings
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record during the
years you served.

It is not a bonus amount
added to your monthly So-
cial Security payment; rath-
eritis only an amount added
to your military pay record
used when calculating your
Social Security benefit. For
those who served prior to

vice years.

But when
you claimed Social Securi-
ty later in life, they would
have asked if you served in
the military and given you
“special extra credit” in the
form of presumed earnings
for your service years. They
likely asked for a copy of
your DD-214 and would
have added $160 to your
military earnings record
for each active-duty month
from October 1954 through
December 1956 and addi-
tional earnings credits for
1957 and 1958.

But that doesn’t mean
you get a special Social Se-
curity bonus for your mil-
itary service. If you have
at least 35 years of civilian
employment after serving in
the Navy, your service years
would only affect your SS

benefit if those military ser-
vice years were among the
highest paying 35 years over
your entire lifetime. And,
again, please accept our ap-
preciation for your service
to our country.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation's
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.orglprograms/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at  ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - To
honor and celebrate Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary, Old
Sturbridge Village presents
“Voices of a Revolution.”

In partnership  with
ClockJack Productions,
the village presented a new,
family-friendly experience
for the month of July as
part of Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage’s Independence Forev-
er celebration. “Voices of a
Revolution” places people
inside a story to help them
experience what it was like
living during the American
Revolution.

Visitors explore the vil-
lage in various destinations
and hear the stories of a
specific person in a profes-
sion and hear their con-
trasting views as the Revo-
lution unfolds. Visitors put
themselves in the shoes of a
person living in Sturbridge
in 1776 and soon decide
whether they should remain
loyal to the British Crown
or join the patriots in the
growing Revolution.

The “Voices of a Revolu-
tion” focuses on what New
Englanders at the time kept
asking themselves. Do they
support Independence, or
remain loyal to the British
Monarchy?

These individuals were
living in a world of divi-
sion and uncertainty that
changed their lives and
the actors who portrayed
these characters made sure
the voices of the past were
heard as a nation was being
born.

The story began with
the Printer, played by Bryce
Crumlish, who talked about
what it means to be an
American. After the news
of Lexington and Concord
broke out, the Printer made
it clear that he was in favor

community
‘Voices of a Revolutlon heard at Old Sturbridge Village

TURLEY HO TOS BY RYAN DRAGO

The Housemaid, played by Crystal Tweed, spoke out in front of the
Printing Office about freedom as part of the program Voices of a Revo-
lution, which took place at Old Sturbridge Village.

The Lawyer, portrayed by Jake
Austin Robertson, spoke in favor
of remaining loyal to the Brit-
ish Crown in front of the Center
Meetinghouse.

of pursuing life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.
The Printer talked about
the public reading presen-
tation of the Declaration
of Independence by fellow
printer Isiah Thomas in
Worcester. The words in-
spired the Printer to use his

e I x
The Farmer’s Wife spoke in front
of the Freeman Farmhouse shar-
ing her struggles as her hushand
is away fighting in an unpredict-
able war.

ink for words that will bring
independence forward to
the eyes of the public.

“I will print the truth of
this war,” the Printer said.

During his speech, the
Printer was greeted by the
Housemaid, played by Crys-
tal Tweed. The Housemaid,

The Tavernkeeper played by Marc
Fontaine, spoke to an audience in
front of the Bullard Tavern.

Ms. Walker, asked the Print-
er what the definition of
independence is and who it
applies to.

The Housemaid encour-
aged the Printer to “print
liberty without exception.”

The story continued in
front of the Bullard Tavern
as the Tavernkeeper, played
by Marc Fontaine, came out
to speak his opinions about
the Revolution unfolding in
Massachusetts. The Tavern-
keeper heard the news of
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and quoted the saying
“All men are created equal.”

The Tavernkeeper, with
a pint in hand, toasted the
brave men who left home to
fight for the Patriots.

The Farmer’s Wife,
played by Catherine Lu-
ciani, approached the Tav-
ernkeeper to question his
opinions about the patriot
effort. The wife’s husband
left her and their children to
go fight in the Revolution.

At the Center Meeting-
house, the audience heard
the opinions of the Town
Lawyer, played by Jake Aus-

The Printer, played by Bryce
Crumlish, spoke in favor of the
American Revolution and prom-
ised to use his ink to “print the
truth” of the war.

tin Robertson. Being born
under British Law, the Law-
yer remains loyal to the Brit-
ish Crown.

The Printer arrived and
heard enough of the Law-
yer’s rant of justifying the
British Crown. The Printer
made a point that it was un-
fair for a ruler of a land to
be distant and neglect their
people.

“Distance is not wisdom,
it is neglect,” The Printer
said. “My ink will not be
silent.”

The Lawyer claimed that
revolting was dangerous and
of high risk and the time has
come for people to choose a
side.

The Housemaid spoke in
front of the District School
and talked about freedom
for not just the colonists but
for all living beings. Ask-
ing about how this fight for
independence impacts the
enslaved men, women, and
children.

During the Revolution, a
petition went out for Mas-
sachusetts to end slavery but
failed.

The Shopkeeper, played
by Amy MacRae, arrived
to the school to drop pen-
cils off for the children.
The Shopkeeper had a de-
bate with the Housemaid
and how education of the
children is impacted if the
Colonies choose to fight the
Crown.

Both individuals agree
to “pray for a better tomor-
row.”

The Farmer’s Wife in
front of the Freeman Farm-
house spoke of her daily
struggles of running the
family farm, while her hus-
band goes to war. She ex-
pressed concern of how or-
dinary farmers, blacksmiths,
and young men would leave
their lives behind to fight
against a well-trained mili-
tary.

The Lawyer arrived and
expressed interest in buying
some of the farmland. Not
knowing if her husband will
ever come home, the Farm-
er’s Wife denied the offer
believing that the land is her
family’s home and shouldn’t
be given up by any dollar
amount.

The Shopkeeper had
some issues as her store was
looted and vandalized with
the term “Tory” drawn on
the side of the property. The
Tavernkeeper  approached
the shopkeeper and pleaded
her not to give into the Brit-
ish Crown.

The “Voices of a Revolu-
tion” concluded at a Town
Meeting inside the Center
Meetinghouse where the
visitors portraying the resi-
dents cast a vote and decid-
ed to remain loyal to Britain
or join the Revolution in
pursuit of independence.

This program will go
on throughout the month
of July at Old Sturbridge
Village, located at 1 Old
Sturbridge Village Road.
For more information, visit
WWW.0SV.0rg.

Anne-Marie Nolan of the Historical Commission pinned Boston Post

Cane award recipient Helen Lapenas with a lapel pin at her 99" hirth-

day celebration.

LAPENAS
FROM PAGE 1

The Boston Post Cane
has been awarded to a town’s
oldest resident since it was
started by Edwin A. Grozier,
publisher of the Boston Post
newspaper. Grozier sent 700
gold-headed ebony canes
manufactured by JLF. Frad-
ley and Co. to the boards of
selectmen in towns across
New England, including
West Brookfield.

“It took close to a year to
produce a perfect cane,” No-
lan said.

The cane was tradition-
ally presented to the oldest
male resident of each town
until his passing, when it
would then be presented
to the next oldest male. In
1930, women become eligi-
ble to receive the cane.

Many of the original
Boston Post Canes have
been lost or destroyed, and
towns have opted to give la-
pel pins, or replica canes to
recipients.

Nolan said the town’s
Boston Post Cane is on dis-
play in the Town Hall, and
that since 2012, all recipients

have received a lapel pin to
recognize this honor.

Lapenas spoke about
her life with Nolan prior to
the party, and said that she
worked hard day to day, and
was blessed with two won-
derful sons, Paul and Ed-
ward, who take care of her.

Born in Brockton as the
seventh of eight children to
Lithuanian immigrant par-
ents, Stanley and Apolonia
Matiyosus in 1927, Lapenas
grew up on the family’s 15-
acre farm in Abington.

Lapenas shared that her
father died shortly after res-
cuing her from a house fire
when she was 4 years old.
The home was later rebuilt.

The Great Depression
was difficult for her family,
with all of the children help-
ing their widowed mother
with farm chores.

“Somehow we managed,”
Lapenas said. “We sur-
vived.”

Lapenas said her moth-
er was resourceful with a
strong work ethic. Traits
that Lapenas also inherit-
ed herself, according to her
family.

At just 18 years old, La-

Helen Lapenas prepared to blow out her birthday candles, alongside

her great-grandson, Owen. Helen celebrated her 99* birthday on July 2
and Owen celebrated his 12 birthday on July 1.

penas purchased the prop-
erty next to her family farm
using money she borrowed
from her mother. She went
on to work at a shoe fac-
tory for three years
and married Paul
Lapenas Jr. when
she was 20 years
old.

The cou-
ple moved
to  Brockton,
where they lat-
er welcomed
their two sons.

After her
mother’s death,
Lapenas and her
husband  pur-
chased the fam-
ily farm and
moved back to
Abington.

Lapenas had
many jobs in and out of the
home while she raised her
children, including sewing,
crocheting, rug hooking,
gardening, and even giving
haircuts.

“She had to chase us on
haircutting day,” Paul La-
penas recalled with a laugh.
“But we always looked
sharp.”

She worked for at Gillette

Helen Lapenas celebrated
her 99" hirthday on July 2,
and was named the Boston
Post Cane award recipient.

inspecting the blades for de-

fects, which often resulted

in nosebleeds from looking

down for long periods of
time.

Lapenas also
became an in-
stant employee

for Cumber-

land Farms
when she
went in to
apply for
a job, and
the cashier
suddenly
jumped over
the counter
and quit. Even
though  she
had never
operated  a
cash register
before, Lape-
nas took over
with confidence.

She also spent time work-
ing for Fotomat and Raythe-
on.

When she was 54 years
old, Lapenas sold her home
and moved to Florida to live
in a custom-built home that
she designed. Finally, she
settled in West Brookfield
in order to be closer to her
sons, who visit her each day

Select Board Clerk Henry Brogna presented Helen Lapenas W|th the
Boston Post Cane lapel pin.

and keep her well stocked
with her favorite treats of ice
cream and Klondike bars.

Select Board Clerk Henry
Brogna presented Lapenas
with a Boston Post Cane la-
pel pin and a certificate from
the board. Nolan pinned the
lapel pin on Lapenas.

Nolan said that Lape-
nas’ name will be added to a
plaque to be displayed with
the actual cane in Town Hall.

Lapenas then enjoyed
cake and ice cream (as well

as Klondike bars) with party
attendees. Each of her family
members wore butterfly pins
from her extensive collection
,which Lapenas had passed
down to her granddaughter.
The party was also attended
by state Sen. Peter Durant
and state Rep. Donnie Ber-
thiaume, who presented La-
penas with citations from the
Senate and House.

“It’s a life that’s very well
lived,” Durant said of Lape-
nas.

] i
TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Helen Lapenas enjoyed time with her grandchildren and great-grand-
children at her birthday party.
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Master of Ceremonies for the
concert was Rory Fitzgerald.

NEW BRAINTREE
FROM PAGE 1

augural concert under the
newly built pavilion. This
pavilion was built by vol-
unteers to commemorate
the town’s 275th anniver-
sary.

Master of Ceremonies
for the concert was Rory
Fitzgerald, who shared a
detailed history of the town
that once boasted “more
cows than people.”

The town got its start as
part of Braintree Farms, on
land once home to the Nip-
muck people. In 1751, the
town was incorporated as
New Braintree.

The town has long been
known for its contribution
to the dairy industry and
farming, and was produc-
ing over 200,000 pounds of
cheese each year by the 19th
century.

Town population has
now exceeded that of cows,
with 1,009 people and there
is one working dairy farm
remaining.

Fitzgerald spoke about
the town’s involvement in

- community -

Staff Sergeant Daniel Gelman, Staff Sergeant Jarrett Kocan and Technical Sergeant Brian Bean were soloists
for the song, “Bugler’s Holiday” during the U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band’s performance for New

Braintree’s 275th anniversary celebration held on July 5.

the pursuit of freedom and
independence, from Wheel-
er’s Surprise through the
Revolution, and onward to
modern day.

He said Captain John
Granger of New Braintree
fought in the Battle of Bun-
ker Hill, and he is buried
in the cemetery of the New
Braintree = Congregational
Church.

New Braintree even saw
battle on its own grounds,
with the Battle of New
Braintree in 1787 during a
rebellion led by Daniel Shay.
Twenty-three outnumbered
farmers joined together to
fight the state militia in the
field behind the pavilion;
and four of them lost their
lives.

“They marked the first
casualties of the rebellion,”

Fitzgerald said.
Fitzgerald said the
townspeople have always

been quick to respond and
defend themselves, even off
the battlefield. He spoke
about the formation of
C.OS.T. (Conserve Our
Small Town) in the 1980s,

which successfully blocked
the state’s attempt to open a
prison at the location that is
now the State Police Acad-
emy.

“This town didn’t just
appear,” Fitzgerald said. “It
took service, sacrifice and
support.”

Student Charley Chau-
vin read the Preamble to the
Constitution and student es-
sayists Olivia Monahan and
Liam Letendre both spoke
about their hometown, and
what life is like there.

“It’s a beautiful place
with wonderful people,” Le-
tendre said. “It’s the great-
est town in the common-
wealth.”

The town’s 275th anniver-
sary celebration will contin-
ue with an Olde Home Day
on Saturday, Oct. 3 from 1-8
p-m. This event will include
a parade, farmer’s market,
kids’ games, live music, bon-
fire, beer and wine tent and
local food.

The celebration year will
conclude with a New Year’s
Eve Gala on Thursday, Dec.
31 in Town Hall.

13

16

20

25

29

38

17. Branch of knowledge

26. Places to lock valuables

28. Stalk that supports the
capsule

29. Keyboard key

30.__death do us part

31. Atype of cage

33. Aplace to sleep

34. Annual music awards
show

36. Made over

48, Popular pickup truck

58. Soviet Socialist Republic

59. Treats with powder

60. Email subject line
feature

61. A British lawyer

64. Expression of laughter

65. Farmer’s calendar

67. Seeds used as food

69. Eurasian shrubs

70. Periods of inactivity

41
44
51
56
60 61
- 69 70
CLUES ACROSS 38. Hard, stony substance ~ GLUES DOWN
1. Mended 40. Incantations 1. Hard things to kick
7. Hymns 41, Long-legged, wading 2. Collective of countries
13. Commercial transport bird 3. Letter of Hebrew
of goods 43, Breathe noisily alphabet
14. Poked holes in the 44, Congressman 4. One-time Alabama
ground 45, Rip off running back
16. They precede C 47. Golf score Eddie

concerned with wealth ~ 51. Where infants sleep esteem
19. Larry and Curly’s pal 53. Music term 6. Of the teeth
20. Injured 55. Small opening in a 7. Treat with care
22. Popular type of dance surface 8. Type of whale
23. Moon crater 56. Musical term meaning 9. Curved structure
25, American state “very” 10. Emits coherent radiation

(abbr.)
western music
government

18. Lout
21. Pastas

5. One’s sense of self-

11. One of the Gospels
12. Smallest interval in
13. Netherlands seat of

15. Gives to charitably

24. Release from restrictions

26. Female sibling

27. Title of respect

30. Silver coins

32. Region in India

35, Partner to cheese

37. Dark or dusky

38. Pacific Northwest tree

39. Exaggerate

42, Toddler

43, Touch lightly

46. Fundamentals

47, Jeopardies

49, Curved structures

50. Isolated, flat-topped hills

52. Forming the bottom layer

54. Reciprocal of sine

55. Genus of Old World birds

57. New York college

59. Cloak

62. Kawhi Leonard’s team
(abbr.)

63. Vietnamese offensive

66. “The Great Lakes State”

68. “_, myselfand I”

U.S. Air Force Major Christina Muncey directed the Heritage of America
Band.

Quabbin NJROTC’s Color Guard presented the American Flag for the Pledge of Allegiance. Cadets included

Quinlan Fauteux, Eleanor Carroll, Lucas Proctor and Wyatt Clark.

Liam Letendre prepared to read
his essay about New Braintree.

Staff Sergeant Patrick Lenz was
the narrator for the U.S. Air Force
Heritage of America

Charley Chauvin read the Pream-
ble to the Constitution.
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Post 241 walks off against Aldenville

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE — Had
Monson Post 241 short-
stop Matt Santos come up
with the game-winning hit
against Aldenville (Chi-
copee) Post 337 at historic
Legion Field, it probably
wouldn’t have meant as
much to him as doing it a
couple miles away at St.
Joe’s Ballpark in Thorndike.

The second meeting of
the regular season between
the two Senior Legion
teams was still scoreless, en-
tering the bottom of the sev-
enth. With two outs and the
bases loaded, Santos turned
on a fastball and ripped it
past the third baseman into
left field, giving Monson a
thrilling 1-0 walk-off victo-
ry last Wednesday night.

“The pitcher threw me a
fastball. I knew I needed to
get a base hit and win the
game,” Santos said. “It’s just
a great feeling. This is also
the first time that I've ever
won a game on this field.”

Santos, who recently
received his high school

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brayden Mega signals to the batter as he leads off second base.

diploma, was an outstand-
ing three-sport athlete at
Palmer High School. He
was the 2026 recipient of
the Karl Oliveira Memorial
Tri-County Baseball Schol-
arship Award.

Oliveira, who passed
away in 2021, spent many

summers playing baseball at
St. Joe’s Ballpark for the St.
Joseph’s Saints in the pres-
tigious Tri-County Baseball
League.

“Matt is a great kid and
he’s the perfect candidate to
receive this year’s scholar-
ship award,” said Monson

Kyle Kaczuwka takes a swing at an outside pitch.

manager Steve Tripp. “Karl
and I were teammates on
the varsity baseball team
at Palmer High School.
This field was his shrine.
Karl probably played 1,000
games here and this is a very
memorable night.”

The Monson Legion

baseball team normally
plays their home games at
Legion Field, but they were
forced to move last Wednes-
day game to St. Joe’s Park
due to a scheduling conflict.

The walk-off victory
snapped Monson’s five game
losing streak. Four of those

Theo Haley makes a throw to
first.
losses were by one run. They
entered this week’s action
with a 3-7 overall record.
“We’ve been in almost ev-
ery game that we’ve played
so far this season,” Tripp
said. “We played very well
in tonight’s game.”

See POST 241 PAGE 8

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Just when
it appeared that the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers were set
to close out a 1-0 shutout
victory against Black Rock
FC, a late lapse gave the
visitors from Nashua, New
Hampshire an opportunity
to score the tying goal.

Black Rock FC con-
verted a corner kick goal
during the seventh minute
of stoppage time and last
Friday night’s USL League
2 match-up held at Lusita-

Riley Priddy dribbles up the field.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Santiago Blasco Gomez tries to keep the ball from going out.

Black Rock battle to 1-1 draw

no Stadium ended in a 1-1
draw.

The result all but ended
the Pioneers’ postseason
hopes, eliminating them
from the USL League Two
playoffs for the first time
since joining the league in
2019.

“I really don’t know what
happened at the end of to-
night’s game,” said Pioneers
head coach Federico Mo-
linari. “Almost everything
has gone wrong for us this
season.”

It was the third consec-
utive tie between the two
teams, who played a score-
less tie in the first meeting
of the season on June 3. The

two squads also played a 1-1
draw at Lusitano Stadium a
year ago.

The Pioneers entered the
final week of the 2026 reg-
ular season sitting in third
place in the Northeast Di-
vision table with a 7-2-3 (24
points) overall record.

The Western Mass. squad
were scheduled to play at
AC Connecticut on Tuesday
night before hosting the first
place and undefeated Ver-
mont Green FC, who have
already clinched a playoff
berth, in the regular season
finale on Friday night.

See PIONEERS
PAGE 8

Go-

Geronimo
mez socks a
free kick away.

Bankers in control following
Fourth of July holiday

HOLYOKE - Peo-
plesBank is in control of
the Tri-County Baseball
League once again, as the
longtime playoff champi-
ons and multi-time regular
season champions stand
at an impressive 11-1-1 so
far this season. The Bank-
ers have 23 points for the
league lead with their main
rivals, St. Joseph’s, tugging
behind with 22 points. Ted-
dy Bear Pools holds third
place at 17 points, while
Turners Falls, the Spartans,
and BankESB round out
the standings, all with less
than 10 points. Last Mon-
day, PeoplesBank played
to their only tie of the sea-
son as they battled to a 2-2
draw with the Spartans.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Jackson LaValley winds and fires for PeoplesBank.

The game was called due
to darkness at South Had-
ley High School. Action

resumed earlier this week
with games scheduled on
Wednesday, July 8.

L "=

Pete Hogan fires dow o second to try and catch

a base stealer.

Sam AIIen fields a grounder behind second base.
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Rivet wins Firecracker 100 at Monadnock

WINCHESTER, NH -
Kimmy Rivet captured the
win at Monadnock Speed-
way, leading both early and
late en route to victory in
the annual Firecracker 100
Modified main event at the
high banked quarter-mile.

Her victory in the de-
cades-old top jewel of the
summer 604 Modified di-
vision was worth $3,000. It
was Rivet’s first win of the
2026 racing season.

Other winners on the
high banks on June 27
included  Massachusetts
Missile JD Stockwell,who
struck late to score his fifth
win of the summer in the
Limited Late Models, Pure
Stock blaster Michael Yea-
ton, who stormed to his
fourth win in a row, and
Pro 4 Modified ace Rob
Richardi Jr., who boosted
his championship points
lead with his second win of
the season.

Young Gun Dylan Stati
won his track-high seventh
2026 feature race Saturday.
Only Sofia Rego, who has
since moved up to weekly
Pure Stock competition,
has also won in this sea-
son’s youth division.

With a huge crowd on
hand, and a colossal fire-
works display awaiting
them at race’s end,the de-
cades-old mid-summer
Firecracker 100 was again
a race that will be talked
about well past the current
season. Rivet and rookie
Kyle Kenny sat up front as
the 100-lap Minkler Paving
and Painting sponsored
main event went green.

With a potent field of
All States Material Group
604 Modifieds exploding
into action behind her, Riv-
et quickly took charge. Ty
Leclerc and reigning speed-
way Modified champ Tyler
Leary were quickly at her
bumper.

Leary rocketed up to
second on lap 12, with his
mirror soon filled by last
week’s winner Eddie Go-
marlo. Leclerc, stuck at
the top groove in fourth,
had no idea of giving up
and, behind him, fast timer
Brian Robie and previous
winner Andrew Brousseau,
from scratch on the start-
ing grid, were zooming to
the front.

Gomarlo stormed into
second on lap 19 in his Ro-
bie Motorsports car, bring-
ing Robie with him, as this
time it was Leary stuck in
the top groove. He, like
Leclerc before him, wasn’t
giving up the chase. At
the halfway point - lap 50
- it was Rivet, Robie, and
Leary sailing around the
high banks nose-to-tail.

Robie’s all-out efforts in
the low line finally paid off
on lap 52, as the Sunapee
speedster took the lead and
set sail to repeat his Open
Mod victory of two weeks
earlier. A strategic mistake
on a lap-62 restart, though,
would prove to be his un-
doing.

Opting to re-fire from
the top groove, he had to
then watch Rivet charge
back to the lead and hold
the top spot until the check-
ers waved 38 laps later over
her first-ever Firecracker
100 victory. With Robie a
single length back in sec-
ond, Leclerc charged back
up for third, Brousseau’s
strong night’s work netted
him fourth in the 100-lap
main event, and Gomarlo
in fifth.

Wesley Stedt may long
remember Saturday’s Twin
State Truck Service Limited
Late Model feature as the
one that got away. Gunning
for his first career feature
win in the fast full-fendered
division, Stedt, who’d ear-
lier topped his heat race,
led for 23 laps in the main
event before giving way
with three to go..

Top points man JD
Stockwell, again aboard
the fastest car on the track,
then took over and sped
off to a five-length victory.
Stedt stayed strong to score
a career-best runner-up
finish, and Robert Hagar,
coming off a big night
Friday at Claremont, was
third.

Previous winner Hillary
Renaud sailed under the
checkers in fourth, with
rookie Owen Zilinski, the
early leader, fifth.

Micheal Yeaton may or
may not go perfect on the
summer in the Brattleboro
Towing and Recovery Pure
Stocks, but he’s certainly
giving it his best effort. Sat-
urday, the Ambherst, NH

hot shoe won for the fourth
race in a row.

Top points man Jim-
my Zellman took the early
lead, giving way to Dylan
Zullo, aboard the CJ John-
son ride, on lap six. Yea-
ton, blasting forward from
tenth, was up to third a lap
later and the next go-round
was at Zullo’s bumper.

Yeaton took the top spot
on lap 16, then holding off
the furious challenge of
Kyle Begos to stay perfect
at four-for-four in his new-
found favorite division.
With Begos finishing at his
bumper in second,Zellman
stayed atop the points pa-
rade with his third-place
finish.

Rookie sensation Josh
Brigham, who had to duck
into the pits early for re-
pairs, kept himself very
much in the points chase
with his fourth-place finish,
and Zullo was fifth. Begos
and Linsey Wenzel won the
heats.

There was only one car
capable of keeping Rob
Richardi Jr. from taking
another bow in victory
lane Saturday in the LaVal-
ley Building Supply Pro 4
Modifieds, and that was the
Ryan McPartland entry.

The Green Mountain
State pilot stayed glued to
Richardi’s bumper until
abruptly exiting the track
on lap 14. With McPart-
land suddenly done for the
night, the leader then blast-
ed off into another time
zone, only to see his huge
advantage evaporate with a
lap-23 caution.

Still very much up to
the task, Richardi again
flat-footed away to score
a two-length victory over
steady Josh Badach. Fast
Eddie, victorious a week
earlier, was third in Satur-
day’s  25-lapper.McPart-
land and Fast Eddie topped
the heats.

Dylan Stati dominat-
ed the Doug’s Auto Body
Young Guns again Satur-
day, leading all the way
in the night’s caution-free
15-lapper to win his sev-
enth in a row. Maeve
Barry, faster every week,
was second, and 12-year-
old Mason Bezio, in his
first race ever, came home
third.

T-Birds bring in Tynan for 2026-27 season

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
announced today that the
club has signed forward
T.J. Tynan to a one-year
AHL contract for the
2026-27 season.

Tynan, 34, skated in 67
games last season with the
Colorado Eagles, posting
50 points (3g, 47a). He
added another 14 points
(2g, 12a) in 17 Calder Cup
Playoff games as the Ea-
gles advanced to Game 7
of the Western Conference
Finals.

A veteran of 760 reg-
ular-season AHL games,
Tynan ranks seventh in
league history with 579
career assists to go along

with 113 goals. The Or-
land Park, Ill. native and
Notre Dame alumnus has
eclipsed the 40-point mark
11 times in his standout ca-
reer. He has also recorded
51 points (9g, 42a) in 85
career Calder Cup Playoff
games, including trips to
the Calder Cup Finals in
2016 and 2019.

A two-time recipient
of the Les Cunningham
Award as AHL MVP,
Tynan posted a career-high
98 points in 2021-22 with
the Ontario Reign, high-
lighted by 84 assists, tied
for the third-most in a sin-
gle season in AHL history.
He has led the AHL in as-
sists four times during his

career and enters the 2026-
27 season just eight points
shy of 700 for his career, a
milestone reached by only
26 players in league history.

Tynan’s  professional
journey began in Spring-
field with the Falcons
organization in 2014. A
third-round pick by the
Columbus Blue Jackets in
2011, Tynan appeared in
the first 78 AHL games
of his career in the City of
Firsts, recording 13 goals
and 35 assists during the
2014-15 season. He lat-
er captured a Calder Cup
championship with the
Lake Erie Monsters in
2015-16.

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

POST 241
FROM PAGE 7

A week earlier, Aldenville
(2-8-1) squeaked out a 1-0
victory against Post 241 at
Legion Field.

“I think if we faced Mon-
son 100 times, we probably
would win 50 games and
they would win 50 games,”
said Aldenville manager
Nate Carillon. “We match
up very well against each
other. We had several scor-
ing chances, but timely hit-
ting wasn’t on our side to-
night.”

The timely hit was deliv-
ered by Santos.

Liam McGrath, who was
Monson’s starting pitcher
before taking over at first
base in the seventh inning.
He lined a line-drive single
into center field against Al-
denville righthander Matt
Butler leading off the bot-
tom half of the seventh.
McGrath was replaced at
first base by pinch runner
Hunter Sherman. A sac-
rifice bunt by Josiel Ortiz,
who was a defensive re-
placement at second base,
moved Sherman into scor-
ing position. After the next
batter grounded out to the
second baseman, the Al-
denville manager decided to
intentionally walk both DH
Sebastian Mayberry and
Kyle Kaczuwka, who start-
ed the game at second base,
which loaded the bases with
two outs.

“I decided to walk those
two batters to get a forceout
at any base and make it a lit-
tle bit easier on the defense,”
Carillon said. “Their hitter
just hit the ball very hard
into left field for the game
winning hit.”

PIONEERS
FROM PAGE 7

NEFC (10-2-0), who
joined the league a year ago,
is sitting in second place
with 30 points. They only
need a tie against either last
place Boston City FC or the
Albany Rush to officially
lock up a playoff spot for
the first time. NEFC defeat-
ed the Pioneers, 4-2, at Lu-
sitano Stadium on May 23.

Black Rock FC (5-3-3, 18
points) has the chance to tie
for third place if they can
win their final three match-
es and the Pioneers lose a
match.

Each soccer team earns
three points for a victory
and one point for a draw.

Just like in their first
meeting of the regular sea-
son meeting a month earli-
er, neither Black Rock FC
nor the Pioneers scored
a goal during the first 45
minutes of last Friday’s
contest.

Geronnimo Gomes had
two of the shot attempts for
the home side during the
opening half.

At the beginning of the
contest, Jackson Gould
lined a shot from outside the
top of the box that sailed
wide of the net.

Matthew Santos fields a clean grounder.

Not only did Santos col-
lect the game-winning base
hit, but he was also the win-
ning pitcher. He replaced
McGrath on the mound
before the start of the sev-
enth inning. Santos did hit
a batter with one-out be-
fore recording back-to-back
strikeouts.

McGrath, who was a
junior on the Quaboag Re-
gional High School varsi-
ty baseball team this past
spring, pitched very well
during the first six innings.
The righthander didn’t al-

low any runs on just four

base hits, which were all sin-
gles. He struck out 12 and
issued four walks.

Two of Aldeville’s base
hits were by third baseman
Cam Carpenter.

McGrath escaped a jam
in the top of the first inning.

Centerfielder Justin
Rivera hit a leadoff sin-
gle into rightfield before
stealing second base. Then
shortstop Charlie Max-
well drew a walk. Both
runners moved into scor-

The Pioneers, who had

four corner kicks in the first

half, best scoring chance
came during the 36th min-
ute.

the match scoreless a little
bit longer.

Down at the other end
of the field, Western Mass.

goalie Ben Alexander didn’t
have to make any saves

during the first half.

The Pioneers finally end-
ed the scoreless drought
with a free kick goal in the

65th minute.
The duo

Pioneers goal.
O’Brien sent the ball into

the box from the right side
where Murasawa headed
into the right corner for his

first goal of the season.

“I just focused on the
ball, and I managed to score
my first goal as a member of

this team,” Murasawa said.

It was a great feeling, but
we lost our focus on the last

play.

Murasawa was born in
Japan before
moving to Franklin, Ten-
nessee with his family as a

Kawasaki,

That’s when a shot
taken by Vasco Teixeira
clanged off the post keeping

of Ronan
O’Brien and Shun Murasa-
wa, who stepped onto the
pitch together during the
60th minute, produced the

ing position with two outs
following a double steal.
McGrath ended the threat
with a strikeout.

Maxwell singled to cen-
ter leading off the third in-
ning before stealing second
base. McGrath retired the
next three batters on a pop-
up and two strikeouts.

Aldenville stranded five
runners in scoring position
during the first four innings.

Monson had a golden
opportunity to take the lead
in the bottom of the fourth
inning.

With one-out, Santos
walked. After the next bat-
ter hit a long flyball caught
by Rivera, right fielder Em-
erson Boronski hit a flair
single to left and first base-
man Dayne Shanley fol-
lowed with a walk loading
the bases. Butler struck out
the next hitter keeping the
contest scoreless for a little
bit longer.

Butler, who went the dis-
tance, also pitched very well.
He allowed one run on sev-
en hits with four K’s.

sophomore in high school.
He’ll be a sophomore mem-
ber of the UMass Amherst
men’s soccer team in the fall.
He was recruited by UMa-
ss volunteer assistant coach
Takehiko Nakamura.

Murasawa’s roommate at
UMass as a freshman was
Thomas Wadas, who’s also a
member of the UMass soc-
cer team. Wadas also plays
for the Pioneers and was an
outstanding soccer player at
Ludlow High School.

“Thomas was my college
roommate and teammate
last year,” Murasawa said.
“He told me about the Pi-
oneers, and I wound up
playing here. It’s been a lot
of fun and it’s a great atmo-
sphere here.”

The score remained 1-0
until stoppage time.

With ten Black Rock
players standing inside the
box on a corner kick, Juan
O’Neill booted the ball from
the right corner and goalie
Christian Herluf Braae-An-
derson put a shot into the
net, which spoiled the Pio-
neers night.

The Pioneers supporters
are hoping to celebrate a
victory in the regular sea-
son finale on Friday night
against the undefeated Ver-
mont Green FC.

Jackson Gould hustles up the field.
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Face painting was available during the event.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CAMREN ROBERTSON

(5I0NAD
&

STIHL ®Husqvarna @
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY
1292 PARK ST.

Visit us at

WWWwW.

.com

turiey

HELP WANTED

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

» Must be dependable,
professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

+ Salary based on
a flat rate by story and photo.

EXPERIENCED
WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

\ TurIe b

Publlcatlons InC.
www.turley.com

PALMER, MA 01069
Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged

Send writing RENTALS AVAILABLE

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

e

samples with

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with

24 Water Street boundaries, and healthy relationships?
Palmer, MA 071069 We invite you to join us
or email directly to: Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
pouimette@turley.com to explore these topics and more.
1 *u This group will be held in zoom, is
E E@ \i educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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BONFIRE FROM PAGE 1

It was overcast, but no
one seemed to mind.

The usual array of food
vendors was set up and
business seemed brisk.

Tents of town depart-
ments were along North
Main Street. There was
the Fire Department’s. The
members of the Depart-
ment were mostly on the
Common. Normally, when
we think of the Fire Depart-
ment, it is in the context of
putting out the flames.

As the damp weather had
soaked the wooden fuel,
The department, would of
necessity have to get the fire
going. This they would set
to do and accomplish the
mission using fire starters
with accelerants.

At the Emergency De-
partment Tent, we met
Lieutenant Tyler, Emily of
the Board of Directors and
Police Chief Nathan. They
were there, and ready, but
weather was probably going
to be the only problem.

The Firemen and women
were working to get the fire
going despite the rain drops
falling. Your correspondent
was approaching to get a
picture of the effort when
fireman Brandon suggested
moving back. Discretion be-

- community -

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
The Emerency Management team and Police Chief attended the concert.

Jerry McAlister sang the National Anthem

ing the better part of valor,
we complied and lived to tell
the tale.

The wood, supplied by
Rusty’s Tree Experts, would
ignite brilliantly.

One should not forget
that the evening included
many generous Sponsors
from businesses to civic and
fraternal groups and fami-
lies.

When it came time, the
first band was introduced.
The Slik Pickers, a blue
grass style group began
playing with gusto.

After the Pickers, Jerry
McAlister, with heart, sang
a rousing rendition of the
National Anthem.

Wheelsmith would be
the next band up. They are
rockers from the Brook-
fields and gave it heart as
long as possible.

The feared downpour
did arrive and it would not
be denied. The crowd would
dissipate but not complete-
ly disappear. No matter, to
have come and endured as
much as possible was an ad-
venture in itself.

If there was one musical
theme, however, that spoke
to the night, it was by a mu-
sician and song writer not
present.

James Taylor’s words,
“I’ve seen fire and I've seen
rain” said it all.

Wheelsmith performed during the concert.

BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

Town Administrator
Blythe Robinson said a $1
million grant for the project
will be closed out on time,
and there are other funds
available from the American
Rescue Plan Act funds and
Chapter 90 funds.

Apple Country Radio

The board discussed the
contract between the town
and Apple Country Radio
to use a room in the Town
Hall for equipment and
broadcast use, to be shared
with the Information Tech-
nology department.

Robinson said she met

with Apple Country Radio
director Sharon Mahoney,
and agreed to continue the
license agreement at the
request of town counsel,
and updated the terms of
the contract. These terms
include one year renewals
capped at 10, the contract
running through the fiscal
year instead of calendar
year and the deletion of a
section, according to Rob-
inson.

Robinson said an invoice
of $1 and utility bills were
presented, and Mahoney
provided checks for $1 each
for last year’s contract and
this coming fiscal year’s con-
tract along with two checks
for utilities.

The board accepted the
checks as written, but Se-
lect Board member Beth
Coughlin said in the future,
the board should consider
fee credit and consider the
investment the radio station
has put in.

Roller rink

Chaffee said the town
could consider selling the
property of the old roller
rink since it may meet the re-
quirements for new develop-
ment, making sure the town
complies with auctions and
Chapter 30B.

Coughlin said the site
was deemed sensitive by a
septic survey, and there were
historical restrictions re-

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Make a Difference in Someone’s Life! ¥

NOW HIRING:

Home Health Aides (HHA)
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
Personal Care Assistants (PCA)
Homemakers & Companions

We are growing our team and looking for dedicated, compassionate
para professionals to join our team.

PAY: $20-$23 per hour
SCHEDULE: Flexible, Days & Evenings
SETTING: Clients’ homes

EXPERIENCE: Preferred. We value compassion and reliability above all.

If you’re passionate about making a meaningful difference in someone’s life
and want to work with a company that has stood for quality care for

25 years, we’d love to hear from you. Please call: Denise @ 508 347-9400

Professional Medical Services Inc. 25 years of trusted care,

and still caring for the future.

quested when the town was
considering demolishing the
site.

Coughlin said the rea-
son the town was going to
tear it up in the winter was
because the ground would
be frozen and it would dis-
turb the area less. She said
if it is sold, there should be
non-building rules.

Clarke said there was a
study done that did not find
anything of historical sig-
nificance, but there is also
a property line that deter-
mines what can be done on
either side. Robinson said
she would review the find-
ings when they are given to
her.

Appointments

The board appointed
Herb Chaffee as Tree War-
den. Robinson said there are
certifications necessary and
that it is a volunteer posi-
tion.

Chaffee motioned the
board to pay any certifica-
tion fees, which passed 2-1.

There was also an agenda
item to appoint Chaffee to
assist in paving recommen-
dations for Lake Road and
other roads, but Robinson
said there is nothing in the

charter to make that an ap-
pointed position.

The board also appoint-
ed John Couture as Alter-
nate Building Inspector.

Year end transfers
The board approved
transfers of $6,000 from
Town Administrator wages
to unemployment, $16,000
from Town Administrator
wages to legal, $5,000 from
veterans case work to legal,
$2,000 from veterans case
work to Medicare, $2,437
from testing to expense, and
$1,600 from water second-
ary operator wages to water

department clerk wages.

FY 27 appointments

The board appointed
Jeanne Lytle, William Simp-
son, Doreen Niefert, Tyler
Niefert, Ana Afton, Jessica
Smith, Margaret Aubin and
Margeret Powers to the Cul-
tural Council; Donna LaF-
leur as Emergency Medical
Squad Chief; Peter Martell,
Matthew Graves and Shawn
Adams as Emergency Med-
ical Squad officers; and Ad-
ams, Ashley Marks, Jeffrey
White, Matthew Roderick,
Martell, Terry Anderson,

Daniel Esser, Luke Qau-
trocelli, Graves, LaFleur,
Ashley Leger, Cayla Hurley,
Cameron Courtney and Jar-
ed Maldonado to the Emer-
gency Medical Squad.

TA job description

The board discussed
amending the Town Admin-
istrator’s job description to
remove wording requiring
seven years of town admin-
istrator or municipal experi-
ence to require seven years
of education in an appropri-
ate field and town adminis-
trator or municipal experi-
ence combined.

Administrative items

The board accepted the
Town Administrator’s con-
tract, approved vacation
carryover for various em-
ployees, ratified a signature
for year end transfers, rati-
fied a signature for the Yan-
kee Steeplejack Company
for bell tower repair in the
cost of $21,200, acknowl-
edged the Police Depart-
ment reports for March and
May of 2026 and approved
the minutes of May 6, May
27 and June 4.
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NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*xxxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

DANNY’S
ELECTRICAL SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing ¢ Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AUTO
MOTORCYCLES

1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery,
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-

8400

o o D
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base price
21 | 22 | 23 | 2 i
25 Basgsnss | 26 Bsemao| 27 Bsgsoss| 28 ]
2 EHE I EHE T
3 Bastamsn | 34 Pestmnoy| 39 Begsass| 36 et
37 B gsass | 38 Besetaos| 39 Bsgaass| 40 B
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA [ Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

HELP WANTED

Town Administrator
Town of Russell, MA

The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication
and collaborative skills to oversee and
manage day-to-day operations for our
Town. Russell is a small rural community
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.
Led by a three-member Select Board, and
Open Town Meeting form of government,
the Town relies on the Town Administrator
to be responsible for the oversight and
management of daily operations of the
Town.

Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects,
assisting with the preparation of budgets,
coordinating with various town boards and
committees, supervising and coordinating
overall operations of Town government
and managing day-to-day affairs under the
general direction of the Select Board. The
Town Administrator will support the Select
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with
government agencies and the public and
manage municipal operations for the Town.
Attendance at certain evening meetings is
required.

Candidates should have knowledge and
competence in municipal finance and
budgeting, project management, human
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations.

The successful candidate should possess
five (5) years of municipal management
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government
agency. A degree in public administration
or a related field is preferred. An equivalent
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered.

This is a full-time position with benefits.
Starting salary range of $70,000 — $85,000
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf
attachment to
nboersig@townofrussell.us
Applications must be
received by July 16, 2026.

The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-

nity employer.

FOR RENT

826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. Ap-
plications required. For more information,
please call 413-583-3097.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
=Y

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Turley([.)

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Lions host community
service carnival

Ju/y 18 event to for children while supplies
last.

showcase what A highlight of the day

they have to offer will be a Cornhole Tour-

nament beginning at noon.
Registration and warm-up
activities start at 11 a.m.
The entry fee is $20 per
person, with cash prizes
awarded to top competi-
tors.

Participants may regis-
ter in advance through the
Scoreholio app or sign up
on the day of the tourna-
ment. All proceeds from
the tournament will bene-
fit local veterans.

“This event is a way we
can make the community
aware of what the Lions
have to offer the commu-
nity, and it is also part of
a membership drive with
the hopes of starting a new
club in Warren,” said Curt
Jameson, past district gov-
ernor of Lions Clubs Dis-
trict 33A and chair of the
event.

The event is open to the
public and admission is

WARREN - The pub-
lic is invited to experience
the service, fellowship, and
community spirit of Lions
Clubs at the upcoming Li-
ons Service “Carnival” on
Saturday, July 18 from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at the St. Stan-
islaus Polish Club, 2270
Main St., West Warren, in
conjunction with the Ware
Lions.

The family-friendly
event will showcase the
many ways Lions Clubs
serve their communities
while offering a day of fun
activities, food, and enter-
tainment for all ages.

Visitors will have the
opportunity to learn about
Lions Club membership
and community service
programs, as well as par-
ticipate in free eye screen-
ings. Children can enjoy a
bounce house and games,

while complimentary re- free. .
freshments — including =~ For more informa-
snow cones, cotton candy, tion, contact Jameson at
popcorn, hot dogs and curt6203@gmail.com.

water — will be available

please recycle this newspaper

Woodshed rocks Summer Concert Series

-

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - The
2026 Summer Concert Se-
ries in Sturbridge continued
with Woodshed performing
under the gazebo.

This past week, visitors
at the common relaxed in
the shade during a hot sum-
mer evening and listened to
the original music of the
band Woodshed. The Sum-
mer Concert Series is made
possible by the Sturbridge
Recreation Department.

Woodshed’s concert was
also sponsored by Conve-
nient MD.

The Summer Concert
Series brings a variety of
musical performances fea-
turing all familiar music
genres such as classic rock,
jazz, blues, country and
pop. Summer Concerts take
place every Thursday on the
common from 6-8 p.m. with
a new band performing each
week.

The concerts are free
to attend and guests are
encouraged to bring lawn
chairs and blankets.

Food trucks, ice cream
trucks and local breweries
were on-site to keep guests
refreshed.

Woodshed been play-
ing together since 2023 and
had a series of their original
songs to share.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Woodshed featured A.J. Kiernan on acoustic guitar, Karen Gallant on percussion, Mike St. Germain on bass

and Jason Wood on guitar

Woodshed started the
show with their original
song “The Holler” from
their recently released EP,
“The Holler”. Woodshed
also played “Hangin’ Tree”,
“If T Had Known”, and
“The Hallmark Song”.

Guitarist and one of the
lead singers of Woodshed
A.J. Kiernan shared the
back story of the Hallmark
song. Kiernan said she al-
ways wanted to be in a Hall-
mark movie and that helped
inspire the song.

Woodshed also played
“Full Moon Rain”, which is
also featured on The Holler
EP.

On Thursday, July 16,

Caelus and Jenny wore and sold Woodshed themed T-shirts during the

concert.

the Summer Concert Series
continues with the classic
rock group the Vig.

For more information

about the 2026 Summer
Concert Series in Stur-
bridge, visit sturbridgema.
myrec.com.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

DON'T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!
BEAT THE PRIGE INCREASES

1,000°S OF ACs ON SALE!!!

MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!'!!

A WHITCO ¢ = EF
1% FWANGING ain St., Spencer 508-885-93 43

www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SUMMER SALE!!
1
!

<] WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR §=
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

Residential/Commercial —

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL - FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005
774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

MS + NN PAINTING
AND HOME MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Home Painting & Maintenance

Deck Specialists

)\

=

‘Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

hardwoods throughout,

We Do More
So You Will
Make More!!!

)
Michelle Terry

Broker

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

AVAILABLE NOW - BROOKFIELD, MA
This gorgeous home has so much to
appreciate! 4.36 acres of complete privacy
and a huge deck to enjoy it from, complete [*§%
with a hardtop gazebo. An updated kitchen, |
3 VERY large
bedrooms (including a first-floor primary
suite with 3 closets!), and a walkout -
basement with 9-ft ceilings, which is already —
partially finished, perfect to add some extra living space if needed, or to finish
as an ADU or space for an in-home business. Large storage shed outside, and
plenty of land to have a barn and animals. New roof, title 5 already passed.
This home is ready to go, quick closing available! Listed at $599,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com Ki

@
e’
REALTY

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

171 FARM POND ROAD, OAKHAM

REDUGED PRICE - $575,000
Designed w/entertaining in mind, this
home offers an open-concept fl plan
& private 3-acre setting. The 1st floor

VLYK

White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray ¢ Beige ¢ Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust  Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete © Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

L@ 98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer &

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy

Over 56 years of service.

24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance
with activities of daily living, Activity Program,
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber
Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

features a stunning 33-ft country kitchen - - 7
w/ss appllances quartz countertops, large |

walk-in pantry, & beautiful Brazilian cherry “‘_""‘" N
flooring. The kitchen flows seamlessly into

the 26-ft front-to-back living/family rm, highlighted by a raised-hearth pellet stove,
& formal dining rm adorned w/custom moldings. Sliding doors provide easy access
to rear deck, perfect for indoor-outdoor gatherings. Upstairs, the generous primary
suite includes a walk-in closet & en-suite bath w/soak tub & separate shower.

2 additional bedrooms, another full bath with laundry complete the level.

The finished lower level offers additional heated living and entertainment space,
while the heated two-car garage provides year-round comfort/convenience.

For equestrian or hobby farmers, the property features a two-stall barn w/water
and electric w/2 paddocks & ample room for horses, goats, cows or more.

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LWC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299
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bondsandandgravel com

508-885-6100
508 885 2480
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dventure fours of i rren 3

Share the Adventurc wi

_ EVERY SATURDAY
>~ TAM-2PM
JUNE THRU OCTOBER

20'X30' AREA ON GRASS

Book Your 2027 Cruises 3 \AZ

Sept. 26 ..Pickity Place Lunch....... $130
No'\)l. T GreatyGatsby at PPAC .. $165 Most have shades & tables
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699 B LR L L 00 T e —— L $30 00 Cash To Set Up
March 1...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ............... from $2499 e A — -
May 23....7-Night Bermuda Cruise...........cuueenn. from $1799 ' Y iv :
Share the Adventure with us soon! 1042 WESt St ﬂ%"/‘m ,F A Text: 978-2(;3-N;2C6-|‘-|.
(Rt.122) Barre MA ext.

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

2 mi. north of Barre center Facebook: @timmy.s.996763




