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Food You Can Feel Good About at Farmer Matt’s
Savor the goodness of pasture-raised beef, poultry, and pork without 
preservatives or artificial hormones. Plus, find locally sourced staples 
and homemade meals from our farm kitchen. Taste the difference of 
sustainable agriculture at Farmer Matt's.
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085 

July 4th Savings
25% off hamburg patties, 
hot dogs, and kielbasa. 
Use code “FREEDOM” at 
checkout or present this 
coupon in-store. 
Valid thru 7/7.

Concerts on the Common held 
Wednesday evenings

Wheelsmith performs during the annual bonfire concert held on the West Brookfield common. TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Tim McCor-
mick introduced the School 
Committee to several mem-
bers of the community who are 
looking to launch a new arts-
based creative learning pro-
gram within the school district. 

Bonnie Milner owner of 
Long View Entertainment and 
Channing LeBlanc, a special 
education teacher, who are both 
involved with Cool Kids Choir; 
were joined by residents Deb Ar-
nold and Dr. Joan Burkhardt.

At the June 17 meeting, Mc-
Cormick said they have been 
discussing how to further im-
pact the success of their stu-
dents next year through the use 
of this program.

Arts-based 
learning 
program to 
be piloted 
this fall

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Last Wednesday, the Friends 
of the Bandstand held the an-
nual bonfire concert, featuring 
Wheelsmith, with guests Easy 
Season and Kadence Martin.

Concerts on the Common 
are held on Wednesday eve-

nings from 7-9 p.m. Upcoming 
concerts include July 10, Dan 
Gabel and the Abletones; July 
17, David Keith & The Coali-
tion; July 14, The Crop Dust-
ers; July 31, The Deloreans; 
Aug. 7, The Midnight Riders; 
and Aug. 14, Trigger South. 

Gold sponsor for this 
year’s concert season is Coun-
try Bank. Silver sponsors are 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank, Bell & Hudson Insur-
ance Agency, Quirk Wire Co., 
Sherman Oil and Bonin’s Wood 
Products & Landscape Supply. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE/WEST BROOK-
FIELD – Eight-year-old 
Mackenzie Milner of West 
Brookfield decided to help chil-
dren in need last week, setting 
up a lemonade stand to raise 
money for those who don’t 
have homes.

On June 24, Milner was vis-
ited by over a dozen customers, 
who gave generously to help her 
reach her goal. Through this, 
and other donations received 
by Milner’s mother, Kim, she 
was able to raise $245.

“She wanted to specifically 

Lemonade stand helps children across the world

Mackenzie Milner of West Brookfield, age 8, presents a donation of $245 to Wally Con-
nor and Michele Connor, founders of S.O.N.G. (Supporting Orphans Nationally & Global-
ly) at their Ware location. Milner raised the money by selling lemonade, to help children 
in need. TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Quaboag Val-
ley Food Policy Council wel-
comed Mary Loughlin, SNAP 
Outreach Coordinator for the 
Department of Transitional 
Assistance, to its June meeting 
to discuss the program and its 
benefits.

At the June 27 meeting, 
Loughlin said SNAP (Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program) is a federal program 
that provides food-purchasing 
assistance to people with low 
income. One in seven people 
receive benefits.

“When it comes to food se-
curity, the programs DTA of-
fers are SNAP, with includes 
HIP and SNAP Nutrition Ed-
ucation,” she said. 

HIP and RMP
The Healthy Incentive Pro-

gram was originally started 
with a U.S. Department of 
Agriculture grant to help bring 
money back into the local econ-
omy, supporting local farmers, 
while also giving SNAP recipi-
ents access to the freshest pro-
duce at farmers’ markets. 

All SNAP recipients automat-
ically qualify for and receive HIP.

Food policy council learns 
about SNAP benefits

See PROGRAM   I   PAGE 12

See SNAP   I   PAGE 6
See CHILDREN   I   PAGE 13
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: 7/4/24-7/10/24

$299

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

$249 USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
WONDERBAR BOLOGNA $399

lb

lb99¢

$699
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
SWEET BBQ MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS ..........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN .......................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN BRIOCHE TO GO 

STRAWBERRY FILLET 7.9 OZ ...... 99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .................

$279
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF BACK RIBS ..........................

$269

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$129
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ... BEEF RIBE EYE 

STEAKS
$888

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK TENDERLOIN .............. lb

$299

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

June meeting toured Palmer Mo-
torsports Park

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – The Ware Business & Civic 
Association and Beyond held its monthly 
meeting last week at Palmer Motorsports 
Park, welcoming several new businesses to 
the organization.

New members include the Town of War-
ren represented by Town Administrator 
James Ferrera, Dhillon Family & Cosmetic 
Dentistry in Ware, Canna Retreat in Palmer, 
Sunny Side Storage in Ware and Palmer Mo-
torsports Park.

For the June 26 meeting, WB&CA and 
Beyond members toured Palmer Motor-
sports Park, enjoying a view from the top 
of the steepest vertical grade track in North 
America. On a clear day, you can see four 
states from its peak.

Palmer Motorsports Park’s Club Director 
Al Sandy said he grew up around cars, tak-
ing many trips to the track in Watkins Glen, 
New York. 

He’s been at the club since before it 
opened, which is now in its 10th season. 

Sandy said the Palmer track is unique in 
its design, and is a challenging course that 
tests the technical skills of drivers.

“We pull people from all over the world to 
come here to drive,” he said.

Palmer Motorsports Park is a private 
member’s club, and also hosts track days for 
select vehicles including Miata, BMW and 
Porsche during Cars & Coffee events. The 
club also hosts events that benefit military 
servicemembers and veterans, as well as local 
food pantries.

Sandy shared some little known facts 
about the track, pointing out that it’s not the 
American muscle car that is the most pop-
ular car to drive on the trick, but rather the 
Mazda Miata, due to its affordability and 
handling.

“More often or not, the answer to driving 
the track: Miata, Miata, Miata,” Sandy said. 
“It’s what they call a momentum car.”

The club also offers high performance 
driver’s education courses. Helping drivers to 
navigate the track with precision.

“This is a driver’s course and we’re all 
about teaching,” Sandy said. 

Sandy said it’s a different mindset being 
out on the track, and it takes a little while 
to get used to it. He encouraged the WB&-
CA and Beyond members to take one of the 
club’s monthly courses, which he said fill up 
quickly. 

Palmer Motorsports Park is a seasonal 
operation, with the track open from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Members are able to select the days and 

times to take their cars to the track. 
Sandy said the club has quite a few mem-

bers who drive multiple cars at the track. The 
club also boasts a diverse international fol-
lowing, with drivers visiting from Germany, 
France, Japan, Czech Republic, China, Swe-
den and many more. 

Safety and the rules of operation are 
strictly enforced, with 14 flaggers around 
the track and cameras. The club is the only 
facility in the U.S. to use a program called 
Flagged, which keeps drivers aware of other 
cars on the track at all times; and alerts them 
when a car is stopped. 

“There’s no other circuit that we know of 
that operates like this on club days,” Sandy 
said.

The track is built less for speed and more 
for technical driving, winding 2.3 miles 
through the top of Whiskey Hill. The track 
was built into the environment, to disturb as 
little of the natural surroundings as possible.

“It’s that much of a gemstone. It’s good 
for the community and good for all of us,” 
he said.

Civic updates
Ware Town Manager Stuart Beckley said 

there is a lot going on, as the town prepares 
for the end of the fiscal year. 

He said the town has applied for a large 
grant to cover the cost of replacing the town 
pool and adjacent playground. The grant to-
tals $7 million, and if  awarded, it would also 
cover the purchase of electric vehicles for the 
Quaboag Connector and improvements to 
accessibility throughout town.

Beckley said the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation bridge repairs on 
Route 32 are progressing and that it is ex-
pected to be a two- to three-year project.

Ferrera introduced himself to WB&CA 
and Beyond members and said the town of 
Warren is a great town that is willing to hear 

any business ideas and plans.
“We’re open for business…we’d love to 

have your business in town,” he said.
Ferrera said Warren is also working to 

secure grants, including a federal grant that 
will help a potential developer restart the 
Wrights Mill complex in West Warren. The 
grant can be used to identify weaknesses in 
the infrastructure around the mill. 

“We’re keen on looking at ways to help 
bring businesses in town,” he said. 

WB&CA and Beyond President Dan 
Flynn said the new Town Administrator 
for Hardwick, Justine Caggiano, and Town 
Manager for Palmer, Brad Brothers, have 
also been invited to join the organization and 
share updates from their towns. 

Upcoming event
The WB&CA and Beyond’s next event, 

the Summer Sizzler presented by J. Stolar In-
surance Agency, will be held on Wednesday, 
July 17 from 5-7 p.m. at AMVETS Post 74, 
2150 Main St., Three Rivers. 

There will be horseshoes and cornhole; 
and members, employees and “plus 1’s” are 
welcome to attend. The cost is $10 per per-
son, and includes burgers, hot dogs and sides.

Toss a horseshoe to win the $100 Golden 
Ringer prize, sponsored by ColorBlindGuy. 

Reservations are required by July 15. 
About WB&CA and Beyond

The WB&CA and Beyond membership 
consists of businesses and organizations 
from Ware, Palmer, Belchertown, Hardwick, 
Warren and West Brookfield. The monthly 
meetings are open to any business or organi-
zation within those towns interested in join-
ing the association.

For information about joining the Ware 
Business & Civic Association and Beyond, 
visit warebca.com, contact warebca@gmail.
com or call Flynn at 413-297-5886.

Palmer Motorsports Park Club Director Al Sandy talks about the track during the Ware Business & Civic Association and 
Beyond’s June membership meeting. SUBMITTED PHOTO

WB&CA and Beyond welcomes new members

EASTON – Stonehilll 
College announces the 
2024 spring Dean’s List.

Local students mak-
ing the Dean’s List are 
Kelly Daige of North 
Brookfield and Na-
thaniel Laursen of New 
Braintree.

Stonehill 
College 
announces 
Dean’s List

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Workshop13 hosted the 
album release show of Adelaide Fay’s 
“Sustainable Change” this past Friday. 

The grand hall was packed as local 
musicians shared their talents on stage. 
The headline was Adelaide Fay and the 
Leopard Frogs who shared many orig-
inal songs and some new songs from 
“Sustainable Change”. 

This new album is the second album 
by Adelaide Fay and features eight 
new songs including one with the same 
name as the name of the album. Guests 
could get their hands on “Sustainable 
Change” during the show with CDS 
available at the merchandise stand. 

Other merchandise available includ-
ed T-shirts, posters, stickers, magnets, 
candles, earrings and necklaces. It was 
announced prior to the show that “Sus-
tainable Change” was available on all 
platforms, including Spotify, Apple 
Music, Amazon Music and YouTube.

The show would kick off the opening 
performance of Highland Rush. This 
local band from the hill towns blends in-
die folk and rock to create mesmerizing 
melodies. The group has been perform-
ing together for about a year and is new 
to the music scene. 

Being the opener for Fay was a lot of 
fun for Highland Rush as they played 
mostly covers. The band mentioned 
they’re slowly working on some original 
songs of their own. Members of High-
land Rush include Madison Healey, 
Eric Giordano, Teddy Lee Wilder, Zane 
Provost and Tyler Brick. 

Highland Rush thanked Work-
shop13 for welcoming them to be a part 
of Fay’s album release show. Highland 
Rush is a new band that is ready to show 
the world what they can do. 

Fay and the Leopard Frogs appeared 
next on stage. Their music features grit-
ty folk with hints of soul. Fay will have 

some songs with some of her harmoni-
ca solos. 

Fay is also an acoustic guitarist and 
the lead vocalist.

As soon as she appeared on stage, 
Fay was simultaneously playing her 
acoustic guitar and harmonica. Fay had 
a lot of tremendous support as she had 
many friends and family attend her al-
bum release show. 

Fay is originally from West Brook-
field and is a talented singer and song-
writer. During her album release, Fay 
would play some songs from her first 
album, “Exhaleration”. 

Her first album was released back in 
2022 and features a total of 12 songs 
including “Drown”, “Burned & Wet”, 
“Blind & Misled” and “Dead Leaves”.  

Fay’s songs include themes such as 
soulfully folky, gritty, deep, dark and 
Americana. The music played during 
the album release show can be described 
as soulful acoustic rock with gritty hints 
of folky flavor. 

Fay said prior to the album release 
show at Workshop13 that is more of 
a celebration of all the work her and 
her band put in to bring “Sustainable 
Change” to life and in person. “Sustain-
able Change” featured eight new songs 
performed by Fay and the Leopard 
Frogs.

Some of the popular songs being 
played included “Craters” and the sing-
er/songwriter epic “Frog Song.” The 
new songs can make you really connect 
to the lyrics as Fay took her audience on 
a journey of the heart through the com-
plexities of life, love and growth. 

Fay has been involved in music her 
whole life and after an entertaining 
show highlighting some of her best 
work, she shows only signs of continu-
ing to write songs and sing on stage. 

Fay can be followed on Facebook 
and Instagram and her music can be 
heard on outlets such as YouTube, Spo-
tify, Apple Music and Amazon Music. 

Album release show held at Workshop13

Workshop13 hosted an album release show for Adelaide Fay and the Leopard Frogs. The show had CDs and 
other merchandise available. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Highland Rush was the band who opened for Adelaide Fay at Workshop13.

Adelaide Fay on acoustic guitar while playing a harmonica solo. 

Highland Rush consists of five members who play covers and some original songs. 
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CURREN T

I would like to commend Jasmin Rivas 
and the entire DEI (Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion) team at Old Sturbridge Village 
for another fabulous Juneteenth celebration!

Old Sturbridge Village has thoughtfully 
waived the admission fee each Juneteenth, 
enabling families of various economic 
means to participate in these special activ-
ities.

I have learned a lot at each annual June-
teenth event about Black people who are 
invisible in our history books, from officers 
in the Civil War to fine potters, carpenters 
and other craftspeople whose inventions we 

use every day without knowing where they 
come from.

This year I learned about a freed slave, 
Polly J., who ran a very popular bakery 
without the use of sugar made by slaves – 
very hard to find anywhere in the world in 
the early 1800s! Perhaps she was the grand-
mother of today’s Fair Trade Movement?

I look forward to next year’s Juneteenth 
celebration – the drumming and entertain-
ment and all it can teach us.

Sherry Zitter
Brookfield

A week-long visit to Cape Cod yielded 
more than fun on the beach and an 
appetite finally quenched of its sea-

food craving.  
It was a gardener’s dream to walk through 

town and take in all of the glorious contain-
er plantings and window boxes. Side streets 
yielded a peek at some incredible home land-
scapes complete with gorgeous big leaf hy-
drangeas (Hydrangea macrophylla), nearly 
everywhere you look.  

They were just starting to come into their 
own when we arrived, but by week’s end, they 
were in full, magnificent glory.  

I read somewhere that the rainy summer 
last year followed by a mild winter has pre-
disposed the plants to be overloaded with 
blooms here and now, and that they were. 
Some in shades of blue, others sported pink 
or purple tones and still some with flowers of 
each shade on one bush.  

We’ve all heard about adjusting the pH 
will alter the color of the sepals, the showy 
modified leaf bracts. Acidifying the soil with 
aluminum sulfate turns the flowers blue, 
while making the soil more alkaline with lime 
will yield flowers in pink tones instead, all be-
cause aluminum ions are either more avail-
able or less available respectively.  

That is the short of it!
I came home from this trip encouraged to 

try taking cuttings of my hydrangea bush. A 
hedge of them up by the road would sure be 
pretty.  

The experts imply that the process of du-
plicating your plants is an easy one and now 
is the perfect time to do it. Taking softwood 
cuttings of hydrangeas is similar to taking 
cuttings of geraniums, rosemary or other 
plants.  

It’s best to find a stem that is not is flow-
er. Start at the tip and count down at least 
four pairs of leaves, then make your cut with 
a clean pair of clippers or sharp scissors after 
that last set of leaves. 

Carefully cut off the two bottom most sets 
of leaves, close to the stem. Dip the stem into 
rooting hormone.  

If  you are using a powder form, tap the 
stem on the container to dislodge any excess.  
The cutting can then be put in a four-inch pot 
filled with moistened potting soil.  It’s best if  
you make a hole for the stem with a “dibble,” 
pencil, or small dowel, rather than pushing 
the stem into the media so that all of the hor-
mone is rubbed off.  

Once the stem is inserted into the pre-
made hole, firm around it and mist with a 
spray bottle.  Now, cover the pot and cutting 
with a tented plastic bag so that the cutting 
will not dry out and place it in the shade, out-
side is fine as long as you won’t forget about 
it.  

I like to keep them inside in indirect light.  
Check often, misting if  wilted looking and 
watering if  the soil is dry to the touch.

After about 4-6 weeks, check the cutting 
to see if  it has rooted. It’s best not to tug, but 
to invert the pot and remove the soil to see 
what you have for roots.  

Sometimes you can “just tell” that the 
plant has rooted by its appearance. Maybe it 
is sporting new growth.  

Once your cuttings have rooted and grown 
on for awhile, it’s time to transplant them into 
bigger pots. I’m not saying we jump to a gal-

Letter-to-the-Editor

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Hydrangeas in full 
color and full swing

Resident recognizes Juneteenth 
at OSV celebration

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

“Nobody’s perfect!”  “She is a perfec-
tionist.” We stress ourselves out by judging 
ourselves and realize we are not and cannot 
be perfect.  

In fact, as Leonard Cohen wrote, “the 
cracks are where the light gets.” To be vul-
nerable is to experience the possibility of 
change, for relief from stress, for a sense of 
order and hope. 

There is a great book entitled, “The Spir-
ituality of Imperfection”, by Ernest Kurtz 
and Katherine Ketcham. It describes the 
process for discovery of recovery from and 
affirming such spirituality. 

The Japanese have a process for repair 
of broken pottery called, Kintsugi, the art 
of putting broken pottery pieces together 
again with gold. To see the beautiful lines of 
gold indicating the broken and now restored 
is beautiful. 

In Native tradition, the weaver will in-
clude a flaw in the pattern to remind the 

person we are not and cannot be perfect. 
As a therapist, it was not unusual for a 

former patient to grow, repair, and do the 
work to become a very good therapist. Hen-
ri Nouwen called it, “the wounded healer”. 

When we are judging ourselves for our 
lack of perfection, or even doing a good 
job, we need to remind ourselves of the lines 
in the Japanese pottery, the light getting in 
through the cracks, and that we can help 
others with their vulnerability because we 
have been there. We are wounded healers.

Rev. Dr. Randy Wilburn  
Minister, Therapist, Consultant

Life Together is written by Rev. Dr. Ran-
dall K. Wilburn. With over 54 years as a par-
ish minister, Wilburn is also an experienced 
marriage and family counselor. Life Together 
will deal with topics such as stress, grief, anx-
iety, healing and hope.

Life Together

SPENCER – State Sen. Peter Durant is 
calling on Governor Maura Healy to work 
with the legislature to pass an amendment 
to the state’s right to shelter law following 
Healey’s announcement that she’s sent a del-
egation to the border in an effort to stem the 
flow of migrants coming to Massachusetts.

“Going to the border to discourage mi-
grants from coming to the very place that 
has rolled out the welcome mat and offered 
incredible benefits is nothing more than 

theatrics,” Durant said in a press release. 
“The legislature has offered solutions to this 
problem and the Governor has made no ef-
fort to roll up her sleeves and work with us.”

Healey said she has sent her State Emer-
gency Assistance Director Scott Rice to the 
border to tell officials that Massachusetts 
shelters are full, but Durant said that move 
is not enough, and he doesn’t believe it will 
work.

Durant urges passage of amendment 
to Right to Shelter Law

See DURANT   I   PAGE 5
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lon size pot but maybe go up to a six or eight-inch pot 
and then go bigger the next time until the specimen is 
large enough to earn a coveted spot in your yard.  

I can’t wait to try this!  Maybe you will too, and we 
can compare notes!

I can see the lovely hedge up near the road in my 
mind’s eye already!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 32 years she has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

“We’ve created a modern-day gold rush and the 
only way we can stop it is to change the law that dic-
tates we must pay for these benefits. This effort to 
essentially rescind the invitation to come to Massa-
chusetts is not going to have any significant results,” 
Durant said.  “It is time for the Governor to take real 
action on this crisis. Once the migrants know that our 
generous benefits are no longer available here in the 
Commonwealth, they will stop coming.”

Durant maintains his stance that the state cannot 
continue to fund the benefits provided to migrants 
who come to Massachusetts hoping to take advan-
tage of the Right to Shelter Law. As the only state in 
the country with such a law, migrants are flocking to 
the Bay State where shelters have been at capacity for 
months. 

He said the situation facing Massachusetts now 
could not have been foreseen when the Right to Shel-
ter law was passed in 1983 and there should be no op-
position updating the statute to relieve the burden on 
taxpayers.

“I cannot understand the Governor’s hesitancy to 
change the law to address this crisis,” Durant said. “It 
was she who, when she was a candidate for Governor, 
visited the border and encouraged people to come 
here. This mess has cost taxpayers billions of dollars 
and it is of her making; yet she is still declining to take 
part in finding a solution.”

DURANT  I  FROM PAGE 4

With summer upon us, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association® is reminding people about potential 
electrical hazards that exist in swimming pools and hot 
tubs, onboard boats, on docks and piers, and in waters 
surrounding boats, marinas and launch ramps.

While most people are unaware of electrical dan-
gers posed in water environments such as electric 
shock drowning, each year people are injured or killed 
from these hazards. ESD can occur when improper-
ly installed or maintained electrical systems within 
marinas or boat electrical systems result in electrical 
current in the water, which can then pass through a 
person’s body, causing a level of paralysis that can ulti-
mately cause serious injury or drowning.

“Because ESD is not well known, NFPA continues 
to raise awareness about the presence of electrical haz-
ards in water to help prevent deaths and injuries from 
happening in pools and waterways,” said Lorraine 
Carli, NFPA vice president of Outreach & Advocacy 
in a press release. “Never swim near a marina, dock, 
or boatyard, and have a qualified electrician inspect 
your boat, swimming pool equipment, hot tub, and 
spa before engaging in any water activities to ensure all 
life-saving measures and protection systems are func-
tioning properly.” 

Following are tips for swimmers, and boat and pool 
owners:

Swimmers
• Never swim near a marina, dock, or boatyard.
While in a pool or hot tub look out for underwa-

ter lights that are not working properly, flicker, or 
work intermittently.

• If you feel a tingling sensation while in a pool, im-
mediately stop swimming in the direction you are 
heading. Try and swim in a direction where you 
had not felt the tingling. Exit the water as quick-
ly as possible; avoid using metal ladders or rails. 
Touching metal may increase the risk of shock.

Boat owners
• Avoid entering the water when launching or load-

ing a boat. These areas can contain stray electrical 
currents in the water, possibly leading to electric 

shock drowning or injury from shock, including 
death.

• Each year, have the boat’s electrical system inspect-
ed by a qualified marine electrician to be sure it 
meets the required codes of your area, including 
those set by the American Boat & Yacht Coun-
cil. Make the necessary repairs, if  recommended. 
Follow the same steps after any major storm that 
affects the boat.

• Check with the marina owner about the marina’s 
electrical system and whether it has recently been 
inspected to meet the required codes of your area, 
including the National Electrical Code®.

• Have ground fault circuit protection (GFCI and 
GFPE) installed on circuits supplying the boat; 
use only portable GFCIs or shore power cords (in-
cluding “Y” adapters) that bear the proper listing 
mark for marine applications when using electrici-
ty near water. Test GFCIs monthly.

• Never modify the electrical system on a boat 
or shore power to make something work. The 
code-required safety mechanisms in place are in-
tended to alert people if  something is wrong with 
the boat and with shore power. Find a licensed, 
qualified professional to help determine the cause 
of the problem.

Pool owners
• If you are putting in a new pool or hot tub, be sure 

the wiring is performed by an electrician experi-
enced in the special safety requirements for these 
types of installations and that the completed work 
is inspected by the authority having jurisdiction.

• Have a qualified electrician periodically inspect and 
- where necessary - replace or upgrade the electri-
cal devices or equipment that keep your pool or 
hot tub electrically safe. Have the electrician show 
you how to turn off all power in case of an emer-
gency.

• If there are overhead electrical lines, make sure 
they have proper clearance over the pool and oth-
er structures, such as a diving board. If you have 
any doubts, contact a qualified electrician or your 
local utility company to make sure power lines are 
a safe distance away.

NFPA has several resources for swimmers, boat, 
and pool owners, including videos, tip sheets, check-
lists, and a new NFPA Podcast episode, “Hazards in 
the Water,” that can be downloaded and shared. Please 
visit nfpa.org/watersafety to learn more.

About NFPA
Founded in 1896, NFPA® is a global self-funded 

nonprofit organization devoted to eliminating death, 
injury, property, and economic loss due to fire, electri-
cal and related hazards. The association delivers infor-
mation and knowledge through more than 300 consen-
sus codes and standards, research, training, education, 
outreach and advocacy; and by partnering with others 
who share an interest in furthering the NFPA mission.

For more information, visit www.nfpa.org. All 
NFPA codes and standards can be viewed online for 
free at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.

NFPA offers safety tips for the summer season

EAST BROOKFIELD – The town will cel-
ebrate Independence Day on Saturday, July 6, 
starting with a pancake breakfast at the East 
Brookfield Baptist Church from 9-11 a.m.

The celebration will continue at Connie Mack 
Field from 11 a.m.-10 p.m., with crafters and 
vendors and food trucks. Free kids activities will 
be offered from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

A kids wheel parade will begin at 11:15 a.m. 
with lineup at 11 a.m. The main parade will be-
gin at noon with lineup at 11 a.m. 

A Battle of the Bands will be held from 1-4 
p.m. and Heartland Radio will perform from 7-9 
p.m. Fireworks will begin at 9 p.m. and admis-
sion is $2 per person (starting at 5 p.m.). 

East Brookfield 
celebrates Independence 
Day on July 6
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Large Outdoor 
Dining Seating Area

Golf Course
Open To The Public

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering & Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

“They can get an additional $40, 
60, 80 a month in HIP,” Loughlin said 
when an electronic benefit transfer card 
is used at a participating farmers’ mar-
ket. “The money goes right back on the 
card as long as they spend it on fruits 
and veggies.”

HIP eligible foods include fresh, fro-
zen, canned or dried fruits and vegeta-
bles with no added salt, sugar, fat or oil. 
Seeds and seedlings also qualify for HIP 
reimbursement. 

Money that is spent on qualifying 
produce using an EBT car is instantly 
reloaded on the card up to the maxi-
mum amount allowed per month. 

Loughlin said HIP became so popu-
lar that the commonwealth decided to 
fund it when the USDA grant ran out. 

Participating farmers and markets 
can be found on dtafinder.com. 

Local vendors that accept HIP in-
clude Flourish Farm, 59 Tower Hill 
Road, Brimfield; Growing Places, 40 
West St., Barre; Hunt Road Berry Farm, 
96 Hunt Road, West Brookfield; Many 
Hands Organic Farm, 411 Sheldon 
Road, Barre; Mycoterra Farm/Mass 
Food, Belchertown; Still Life Farm, 
1643 Petersham Road, Hardwick; Still-
man’s Farm, 1205 Barre Road, New 
Braintree; Wildberry Acres Farm, 135 
Town Farm Road, Brookfield; West 
Brookfield Farmers’ Market, West 
Brookfield; Hardwick Farmers Market, 
Hardwick; Brimfield/Hitchcock Acad-
emy Farmers’ Market, Brimfield; and 
the Belchertown Farmers and Artisans 
Market, Belchertown.

DTA also offers a Restaurant Meals 
Program, which allows people ages 60+, 
homeless and disabled to use their EBT 
cards at select restaurants to purchase 
meals. 

There are 15 restaurants approved by 

DTA for this program, with the closest 
in proximity to the Quaboag Valley be-
ing in Worcester. 

The RMP allows people to purchase 
a meal in a participating restaurant and 
it is not subject to meal tax. The pro-
gram does not cover tips for servers. 

Currently, the commonwealth is one 
of nine states offering this program. 

“Much like the HIP program has 
grown, I hope the RMP will grow,” 
Loughlin said. 

Eligibility and applying
Loughlin said there are many ways 

people can apply to receive SNAP bene-
fits, including online at dtaconnect.com, 
by fax or by mail. People can also call 
DTA or visit an office. 

“Outreach partners can also help 
with applications,” Loughlin said, and 
can be found locally at the Ware Senior 
Center. 

Paper applications are available in 13 
languages.

Loughlin said there is also an app 
called DTA Connect, which helps peo-
ple manage their SNAP benefits and 
check their balance. In order to use this 
app, people need to have an email ad-
dress.

She said the outreach workers can 
help those who do not have an email ad-
dress to create one.

Eligibility is based on who is in the 
household, earned income and un-
earned income, disability, child support, 
certain expenses like rent and mortgage, 
utilities and medical expenses. Count-
able unearned income includes Social 
Security and child support.

Loughlin said it takes about 30 days 
to complete the SNAP application pro-
cess, which requires a mandatory inter-
view. If this interview is not completed 
in that time frame, the applicant will be 
denied, but is able to reapply. 

Loughlin said many SNAP users cy-

cle on and off the program.
After the interview is completed, ap-

plicants will typically have another 30 
days to provide proof of eligibility and 
mandatory verifications including iden-
tification, proof of Massachusetts resi-
dency, unearned income, two- to four- 
consecutive pay stubs for earned income 
and Social Security number.

“The more deductions you have…
can result in a higher award,” she said.

Optional verifications include shelter 
costs, costs of utilities, dependent care 
costs and medical costs that total more 
than $35 a month for elderly and dis-
abled people. 

Help for senior citizens
Loughlin said the standard medical 

deduction range is $35-190 per month, 
and that seniors and disabled people can 
self-declare up to four items to get into 
that range.

This includes co-pays and any out-
of-pocket pharmacy costs for prescrip-
tions. She said people can ask their 
pharmacy for a one-year “look back” to 
view these expenses. 

“The client should tell us about all 
of their expenses,” Loughlin said. “The 
amount awarded is based on your in-
come and your deductions.”

Loughlin said many seniors have low 
shelter costs, due to their homes being 
paid off, which can lower their SNAP 
benefits. 

“Seniors may not have a lot of in-
come coming in, but they have low ex-
penses,” she said. 

In addition to working with outreach 
partners, seniors can receive application 
assistance through the Senior Assis-
tance Office. 

“A lot of seniors don’t want to apply 
because they’re afraid to take benefits 
from others,” Loughlin said. “There’s 
enough money in the program to take 
care of everybody.”

Monthly benefits
Loughlin said SNAP benefits will be 

awarded on the same day each month, 
and any unused balance will roll over 
month to month. HIP benefits do not 
roll over, and will re-set each month.

Once a person applies for SNAP ben-
efits, they will automatically be mailed 
an EBT card, prior to the application 
being processed. Once the process and 
mandatory interview and verifications 
are completed, the applicant will receive 
a pin number.

Those who have had SNAP benefits 
in the past and still have their EBT card, 
can note this on their application and 
use their existing card once the applica-
tion process is complete.

EBT cards can also be used for on-
line for food purchases from certain 
vendors. 

Benefit protection
Loughlin said the DTA recommends 

re-pinning your EBT card prior to each 
monthly benefit being received, to help 
prevent theft of benefits. If  theft is de-
tected, notify the DTA immediately us-
ing the online form found at dtaconnect.
com. 

How to apply
For more information about the 

DTA and SNAP eligibility and benefits, 
visit dtaconnect.com or call 877-382-
2363.

About QVFPC
The Quaboag Valley Food Policy 

Council is funded through a grant re-
ceived by the Town of Ware in partner-
ship with Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation, covering 
the towns of Ware, Belchertown, Palm-
er, Monson, Wales, Holland, Brimfield, 
Warren, Brookfield, West Brookfield, 
North Brookfield and East Brookfield.

The Council is open to all, and every-
one is welcome to join in the discussion. 

SNAP   I  FROM PAGE 1

OAKHAM – Knights of Colum-
bus Council # 11080, Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Parish, Brookfield/West 
Brookfield/Warren Massachusetts, is 
having its 7th Annual Alex Cordy Me-
morial Charity Golf Tournament at 
Quail Hollow Golf and Country Club, 
1822 Old Turnpike Road, on Sunday, 
Aug. 25.

Registration begins at 7:15 am, with 

a Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.
As many of you are aware, Alex was 

an integral part of the West Brookfield 
community for many years. In memory 
of his outstanding service to his com-
munity, his parish, and being a founding 
member of our Knights of Columbus 
Council 11080, this tournament will 
once again benefit the Youth Activities 
Fund to support the youth in the local 

community, a cause that was very im-
portant to Alex. 

The Knights were able to award two 
$1,000 scholarships this past year from 
the proceeds of this event to two lo-
cal high school seniors, as well as fund 
many other youth activities. 

They ask that you please consider 
supporting this event by sponsoring or 
participating in the tournament individ-

ually or with a foursome. Tournament 
Raffle Items and General Donations to 
this event are always welcomed and ap-
preciated!

Registration and sponsorships are 
now available for this tournament. To 
register, and for more information, 
please call 413-813-8100 or email wally-
connor122@gmail.com.

Registration/sponsorship open for golf tournament

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Thirteen Malinois puppies 
looking for homes

EAST BROOKFIELD – Second 
Chance Animal Services has taken in 
13 adorable Malinois puppies who will 
soon be seeking their forever homes. 

These energetic and intelligent pup-
pies are looking for breed-experienced 
adopters to meet their unique needs and 
provide them with loving, active envi-
ronments. 

The puppies were born after a local 
pet owner rescued their pregnant moth-
er earlier this year. She reached out to 
Second Chance for help and is fostering 
the pups until they are ready for adop-
tion.

Malinois are known for their excep-
tional intelligence, agility, and loyalty, 
which makes them excellent compan-
ions for active families, working homes, 
and individuals who have experience 
with high-energy breeds. These dogs 
thrive on physical and mental stimula-
tion and require significant daily exer-
cise and training. 

Malinois are often employed in roles 
such as police work, search and rescue, 
and protection due to their strong work 
ethic and trainability.

“We are dedicated to finding the 
best possible homes for these wonder-
ful puppies,” said Wendy Hall, Second 
Chance Animal Relocation Director in 
a press release. “Given the unique needs 
of the Malinois breed, we are looking 
for adopters who have the experience 

and commitment to provide the appro-
priate environment and care. They will 
do best in homes with ample space to 
run and play and are not well-suited for 
apartment living unless their exercise 
and stimulation needs can be met.”

Interested adopters are encouraged 
to submit an adoption survey online 
www.secondchanceanimals.org/adop-
tion-survey indicating interest in the 
Malinois puppies. This will help to en-
sure that each puppy is matched with a 
suitable home. 

Qualified applicants will be invited 
to meet the litter beginning around July 
3 to allow adopters to interact with the 
puppies and make informed decisions.

Second Chance seeking experienced adopters

EAST BROOKFIELD – The East 
Brookfield Summer Concert Series will 
be held on Thursday evenings starting 
at 6 p.m. at Connie Mack Field.

The first concert of the series will be 
held on Thursday, July 11 with Local 
Talent Night. Other concerts include 
July 18, The Otters; July 25, LeBeau 
Family Band; Aug. 1, Island Castaways; 

and Aug. 8, Fab Beatles Tribute Band.
Food and drinks will be available to 

purchase at all concerts. 
This year’s series is made possible by 

the East Brookfield Cultural Council, 
Howe Lumber, Audette’s Towing, Lam-
oureux Ford and Lamothe and Associ-
ates.

East Brookfield summer 
concert series starts July 11

A Malinois puppy is shown with Second Chance vet-
erinary technician Julie Gadbois. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Dr. Jackie Celmer holds one of the Malinois puppies 
at Second Chance Animal Services.

One of the Malinois puppies received at Second 
Chance Animal Services enjoys a cuddle.
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Since 2010, the Mas-
sachusetts Walking Tour has traveled 
by foot, covering more than 100 miles 
over a two week period of time, all while 
sharing songs and exploring trails along 
the way.

Co-founded by the husband and wife 
team of Mark Mandeville and Raianne 
Richards, the Massachusetts Walking 
Tour aims to bring awareness to the 
trails and greenways of the common-
wealth, while sharing the talents of a 
variety of musicians. 

“We always invite wonderful musi-
cians to join us,” Mandeville said.

One of the stops along this year’s 
tour was to Lucy Stone Park in War-
ren, located about quarter of a mile 
from the town’s common. Named after 
noted West Brookfield abolitionist and 
suffragist, the park has been the focus 
of a dedicated group of volunteers, who 
have helped bring recognition to this 
hidden jewel.

Joining Mandeville and Richards 
were fellow Massachusetts Walking 
Tour members Eli Go and Quasi Lane, 
along with five-time participant Vito 
Caccavelli and the duo Green Heron, 
featuring husband and wife, Scott Her-
on and Betsy Heron. 

Caccavelli first joined the Massachu-
setts Walking Tour when he was still in 
high school, and Mandeville described 
him as a “tremendous musician.”

“Vito has been at the Massachusetts 
Walking Tour for so many years,” Man-
deville said.

Caccavelli performed three songs, in-
cluding “Rockin’ Chair” by The Band 
and “Blue Spotted Tail” by Fleet Fox-
es. All of the songs performed during 
the concert have references to nature or 
walking.

Next to perform was Green Heron, 
driving down from New Hampshire to 
share a set ranging from the blues to a 
lively jig.

Betsy Heron grew up in Hubbard-
ston and began her music career as a 
member of the family band, and contin-
ues to sing and play the fiddle alongside 
her sisters in their band, The Green Sis-
ters, in addition to Green Heron. 

Herons have been a common theme 
for this years’ tour, being both featured 
on the logo and spotted along the musi-
cians’ walking route.

The tour logo was created by art-
ist Dan Blakeslee, who has created the 
logo for the Massachusetts Walking 
Tour each year it has been in existence. 
Blakeslee’s artwork is often featured on 
music posters as well as craft beer labels.

“We’ve encountered at least two if  
not three of them a day,” Mandeville 
said of the herons. “My wife thinks it’s 
a spirit animal.”

Mandeville, Richards, Go and Lane 
joined together to perform the first song 
in their set, “Walk Right In” made pop-
ular by the Rooftop Singers, followed 
by Patsy Cline’s classic “Walkin’ Af-
ter Midnight”, “The Guitar Man” by 
Bread, “Bein’ Green” by Kermit the 
Frog and many more. 

This was Lane’s first time playing 
a full set for an audience, and also the 
first time the Massachusetts Walking 
Tour has included a bass player. Go has 
been with the tour for his third year and 
brings a “jazz edge,” Mandeville said. 

Prior to the start of the concert, 
members of the Massachusetts Walking 
Tour along with Warren resident Tim 
O’Brien led a community hike through 
Lucy Stone Park, exploring the banks 
of the river and the pollinator garden 
before heading into the woods.

O’Brien, whose name is synonymous 
with Lucy Stone Park, said nature had 
taken its “normal course” at the park 
until over a decade ago, when work be-
gan to remove invasive plants and im-
prove accessibility.

With time and effort, the invasive 
plants were removed and native plants, 
including wild strawberries, mountain 
laurel, serviceberry, swamp azalea, red-
osier dogwood, and many more, were 
added to the park. O’Brien said in the 
next week or so, the garden will begin to 
bloom, and he invited people to return 
and see its splendor. 

“Tim and a crew of volunteers have 
tirelessly worked to bring the park to its 
glory,” Richards said.  

The park has also been improved 
by three separate Eagle Scout projects, 
which includes a hardpacked accessible 
trail, an accessible parking lot and a 
storage shed. Students from the nearby 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School 

even constructed a bench. 
As the tour “broke ground” on the 

park’s newest section of trail, partici-
pants enjoyed the cool shade of the trees 
and were able to view North America’s 
largest woodpecker, the pileated wood-
pecker, as it flew just overhead.

This event was made possible with 
support from the Warren Cultural 
Council, a local agency, which is sup-

ported by the Massachusetts Cultur-
al Council, a state agency. The Rotary 
Club of the Brookfields provided re-
freshments and the Community Emer-
gency Response Team handled traffic 
detail. 

For more information about the 
Massachusetts Walking Tour, visit 
masswalkingtour.org or find them on 
Facebook. 

Massachusetts Walking Tour

Traveling musicians make stop at Lucy Stone Park

Raianne Richards and Mark Mandeville performed during a stop of the Massachusetts Walking Tour at Lucy 
Stone Park in Warren. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Scott Heron and Betsy Heron of the duo Green Heron joined the Massachusetts Walking Tour for its stop at 
Lucy Stone Park.

Tim O’Brien prepared to lead hikers along a newly completed section of trail at Lucy Stone Park.

Over 40 people participated in the hike and enjoyed the concert at Lucy Stone Park.Eli Go and Quasi Lane played guitar and ukulele bass during the Massachusetts Walking Tour.

Vito Caccavelli performed with the Massachusetts 
Walking Tour.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—Be-
cause of a couple of postpone-
ments, the Monson Post 241 
Legion baseball team had only 
played three games during the 
first 18 days of the regular sea-
son. 

Monson evened its overall 

record to 2-2 following a 6-1 
win against Aldenville Post 337, 
at Thomas B. Landers Baseball 
Diamond in South Hadley, last 
Friday night.

“This was only our fourth 
game since the Legion season 
began on June 10. We’re still 
trying to figure things out,” 
said Monson manager Steve 
Tripp. “We did play very well 

defensively, and we also had a 
couple of timely base hits. I’m 
very happy with the way that 
we played in tonight’s game.”   

The winning pitcher was 
righthander Brayden Mega, 
who was a junior on the Path-
finder Tech varsity baseball 
team this past spring. He al-
lowed one run on three hits 
with four walks and four strike-

outs in 51/3 innings. Righty 
James Delaney, who graduated 
from Belchertown High School 
in 2023, only allowed one hit 
over the final 1 2/3 innings. 

“Mega pitched an outstand-
ing game,” Tripp said. “He kept 
the Aldenville batters at bay. 
He threw around 80 pitches 
and just kept throwing strikes.”

Aldenville, who normally 

plays their home games at Szot 
Park in Chicopee, had a 3-3 re-
cord following the loss to Mon-
son.

“We were missing five 
starters tonight and we found 
enough players together to play 
the game. We didn’t want to 
forfeit tonight’s game,” said Al-
denville assistant coach Steve 

Monson Post 241 evens record with win over Aldenville

Members of the Quaboag 
Regional High School boys 
basketball team faced off with 
Leicester in their second match-
up of the Auburn High School 

Summer Basketball League. 
Quaboag has regularly entered 
a team in the eight-game sum-
mer league that runs through 
the end of July with playoffs in 

early August. The Cougars are 
off this week for the Fourth of 
July holiday and resume action 
next week.

Quaboag boys take on Leciester

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

STURBRIDGE—The Stur-
bridge Little League Minor 
Division championship game 
featured the top-seeded Mar-
iner’s and the second-seeded 
Red Sox.   

Grayson Tavares, who’s one 
of the players listed on the 
Mariners’ roster, probably nev-

er thought he would be the hero 
of the June 18 game.

With the score tied with 
one-out in the bottom of the 
eighth inning, Tavares hit a 
hard groundball single into 
left field bringing home Gabe 
Parent with the game winning 
run, as the Mariner’s celebrated 
a thrilling 6-5 walk-off victory 
under the lights at Town Barn 
Field.

“It was Grayson’s first base 
hit of the entire season, and 
you couldn’t have written a 
better script,” said Mariner’s 
manager Steve Brunell. “This 
is Grayson’s first year playing 
for our baseball team and I’m 
thrilled for him.”  

Had the Marnier’s failed to 
score a run in the bottom of the 
eighth inning, the Sturbridge 
Little League Minor Division 

championship game would’ve 
ended in a tie for the first time 
in at least the past 15 years.

One of the four regular sea-
son meetings between the two 
rivals did end in a tie. The Mar-
iner’s won the other the three 
contests.    

“I never expected tonight’s 
game to go into extra innings,” 
Brunell said. “I’m just glad that 
we won the game with a hit in-

stead of a walk or an error. We 
always tell the players that they 
have to earn it.”   

The other Marnier’s play-
ers are Max Schwerwin, Ryan 
Schwerwin, Aiden Petersen, 
Jace Levesque, Jase Lamothe, 
Ethan Petersen, Jacob Brunell, 
Nick Kluge, Denny Jennette 
Jr., Emily Parent, and Joey Nel-
lenbeck.    

Extra innings decide minor division championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—After only win-
ning a couple of games a year 
ago, the returning members of 
the Quabbin boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team will be looking for 
much better results during the 
2024-25 regular season. 

“We’re really looking for-
ward to the upcoming basket-
ball season,” said Kyle Clark, 
who’ll be one of the six seniors 
on the Panthers varsity basket-
ball team next winter. “We’re 
playing in a couple of summer 

leagues which helps us prepare 
for the regular season.”  

The Quabbin players are 
playing in the Auburn Sum-
mer League, which began their 
season during the last week 
of June.  The Panthers posted 
a 62-35 win against Leicester 
in their first game on June 24 
before suffering a 61-29 loss to 
Millbury two days later. All of 
the Auburn Summer League 
games are held inside the Au-
burn High School Gymnasium.

“There are a lot of very 
good teams in this league, but 

Panthers get summer 
season underway

See POST 241   I   PAGE 11

See PANTHERS   I   PAGE 10

Jacoby Dilling makes his way up the court. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

See INNINGS  I   PAGE 11
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we probably faced the best team in this 
league today. We knew that it was go-
ing to be a very challenging game for 
us,” said Quabbin summer league coach 
Tim Hay following his team’s loss to 
Millbury. “The guys are also playing in 
the Fitchburg summer league this year. 
Playing in the different summer leagues 
is only going to help them prepare for 
the winter season.”

The Woolies, who lost to Wareham in 
the Division 4 state semifinals in March, 
made a total of eight 3-pointers against 
the Panthers during the first half en-
route to a 36-17 halftime lead.

“They had four players who could 
shoot the ball from the perimeter,” said 
Hay, who’s been coaching the Panthers 
summer league team for the past cou-
ple of years. “They just made a bunch 
of 3-pointers in the first half, which was 
the difference.” 

The Panthers, who only lost one 
player to graduation, couldn’t make a 
second half comeback.  

Clark led the Panthers with 13 points.
“Kyle has improved immensely since 

last winter,” Hay said. “He’s been work-
ing very hard on his footwork. We’re 

looking for him to keep improving.” 
The other five Quabbin seniors will 

be Quinn Geary, Jaxton Warburton, 
Bryce Venne, Zeke Santoro, and Luke 
Salvadore.

“We’re hoping for good things from 
the six seniors,” Hay added. “Cham-
pionship teams normally have a lot of 
seniors. The seniors are going to be the 
team leaders.”   

Geary didn’t play in the Panthers first 
two Auburn Summer League games be-
cause he had his wisdom teeth taken 
out.

“Quinn is probably our best player,” 
Hay said. “He normally averages be-
tween 15-20 points per game. He also 
pulls down a lot of rebounds. Not hav-
ing him on the court is a disadvantage 
for us.”   

Rounding out the Quabbin summer 
league roster are Jacoby Dilling, Brady 
Patchen, Aiden Crane, Evan Sherb-
lom, Anthony Quarterone, and Jacoby 
Venne.

Hay, who graduated from Quabbin 
Regional in 1995, finished his outstand-
ing varsity basketball career

with 1,865 points. He was inducted 
into the Quabbin Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2010. 

Hay’s high school basketball coach 
was Dennis Dextradeur, who’s still at 
the helm.  

Dextradeur watched the summer 

league game against Millbury from the 
front row of the bleachers. 

“I’ve known coach Dex since I was a 
little kid,” Hay said. “He was my high 
school basketball coach, and he has a 
lot of knowledge about the game. I’ve 
learned a lot from him.” 

Dextradeur attended the game 
against Millbury with Gene Rich, who 
was one of Hay’s basketball teammates 
at Quabbin. 

“Gene Rich was the starting point 
guard of my high school basketball 
team,” Hay said. “I didn’t know that he 

was coming to today’s game until he 
walked into the gym. We’ve always had 
a very good relationship and I’m very 
glad he came.”

Rich has been the boys’ varsity bas-
ketball coach at Ware High School for 
the past several years. 

Hay is also the President of the 
Quabbin Youth Basketball League.

There were about 350 kids playing in 
the league this past winter, so the future 
does look very bright for the boys’ varsi-
ty basketball team at Quabbin Regional. 

PANTHERS  I  FROM PAGE 9

Kyle Clark muscles his way to the hoop. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Aiden Crane makes a pass on the run. Luke Salvadore gets the turnaround shot. Evan Sherblom looks to shoot for the Panthers.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—A parade, a block party, 
and fireworks were held June 16 as part 
of Ludlow’s yearlong 250th anniversary 
celebration. 

The New England Mutiny joined in 
the fun by celebrating a 4-0 shutout vic-
tory in their first ever meeting against 
the Hudson Valley Crusaders before a 
large gathering at Lusitano Stadium. 

“This is a very good win for the la-
dies,” said Mutiny assistant coach Ciro 
Viviane. “I thought we played very well 
in tonight’s match, especially during the 
second half.” 

Viviane and Joe Ferrara, who’s the 
Mutiny’s Owner and General Manager, 
shared the coaching duties during last 
Saturday’s home match.

Federico Molinari, who’s the Mu-
tiny’s first-year head coach, is also the 
longtime head coach of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers. He coached the Pio-
neers match at Vermont Green, which 
ended in a scoreless draw, last Saturday 
night. 

The Mutiny remained in first place in 
the United Women Soccer East confer-

ence standings with a perfect 5-0-0 over-
all record.

“It feels really good to be 5-0,” said 
Mutiny defender Rachel Marchini, who 
scored her first goal wearing a Mutiny 
uniform. “We’re just looking forward to 
continuing playing well in each game.”

Because only the top four teams 
in the East Conference standings will 
qualify for the league playoffs, the Muti-
ny can’t afford a loss in their final three 
regular season matches. 

They’re scheduled to play a road 
match against the Connecticut Rush on 
Saturday night.

The same two teams will face each 
other again seven days later at Lusitano 

Stadium, which will be the Mutiny final 
regular season home match. 

The Mutiny will then close out the 
regular season with a road clash against 
the Worcester Fuel on June 30.

“We’re looking forward to finishing 
the regular season on a positive note,” 
said Viviane, who’s also the Pioneers 
goalie’s coach. “I think our next two 

Mutiny racks up another home win

Avery Klingensmith follows through on a pass. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Hope Santaniello gets past an opponent.Jess Mazo sends a quick pass away.

See MUTINY   I   PAGE 11
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“This group of players have been fan-
tastic to coach this year,” Steve Brunell 
said. “We only lost one game during the 
regular season. It was just a great sea-
son.”   

Following the game, the Marnier’s 
players took pictures with the cham-
pionship trophy in the outfield. Every 
player will also be receiving their own 
championship trophy. 

The members of the Red Sox are Ol-
iver Boudreau, William Norton, John 
Hinson, Owen Boudreau, Kade Schef-
fler, Cole Bond, Carter Beales, Jack 
Lazzareschi, Charles Gagnon, Aiden 
Coombs, Thomas Luth, and Colin Lee-
cock.

“It was a long game, but it was very 
exciting,” said Red Sox manager Jed 
Beales. “We were able to take the lead 
in the sixth inning, but we couldn’t keep 
it.”   

Levesque, who was the Marnier’s 
starting pitcher, struck out the side in 
the top of the first inning. 

With two-outs in the bottom of the 
first, Lamothe drove home the game’s 
first run with a flyball single to center.

The Red Sox tied the score in the fol-
lowing frame when Bond, who walked, 
scored on a wild pitch with one-out. 

The Marnier’s quickly retook the 
lead on an RBI single to rightfield by 
Ethan Petersen with one-out in the bot-
tom of the second.

After both teams were held scoreless 
in the third, Hinson drew a leadoff walk 
in the top of the fourth. He scored the 
tying run on a wild pitch.

The contest stayed tied until the top 
of the sixth inning. 

That’s when the Red Sox took the 
lead for the first time. 

With two-outs, Bond delivered a two-
run double to right field before scoring 
on a wild pitch. 

The Marnier’s answered right back 
with three runs in the bottom half of 
the frame. 

Those three runs were scored by Max 
Schwerin, Aiden Petersen, and Jacob 
Brunell on wild pitches.

During the regular season Minor Di-
vision games do end in ties and there is 
also a two-hour time-limit. 

Following a discussion between 
the two managers and the umpire, the 
championship game continued into ex-
tra innings.

The score remained tied at 5-5 until 
Tavares became the hero for the Marni-
er’s with one-out in the bottom of the 
eighth. 
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matches against the Connecticut Rush 
will be hard fought battles. Worcester 
might be struggling, but you can’t over-
look any team in this league.”            

The Mutiny won’t have the services 
of forward Cat Berry, who’s one of the 
team’s leading scorers, during the final 
three regular season matches. She went 
back to the University of South Caro-
lina last weekend to take summer class-
es and prepare for her final collegiate 
season as a member of the Gamecocks 
women’s soccer team. 

Berry has been a member of the Mu-
tiny for the past three seasons and is a 
fan favorite. She’ll most likely be drafted 
by a National Women’s Soccer League 
(N.W.S.L.) team next year. 

“Cat will definitely be drafted by a 

N.W.S.L. team next year,” Ferrara said. 
“It was awesome having her play for our 
soccer team during the past couple of 
years. Not only is she a very talented 
soccer player, but she’s also a great kid.”      

The Mutiny, who outscored their 
first five opponents of this season, 19-3, 
have compiled a an 18-5-2 overall record 
since the start of the 2022 regular sea-
son. 

The Crusaders (3-1-1), who joined 
the U.W.S. this season, entered last Sat-
urday’s contest with a 3-0-1 mark. They 
had only given up two goals in the first 
four matches. The Mutiny doubled that 
total in a span of 90 minutes.   

The home side took a 1-0 lead during 
the 11th minute of the opening half fol-
lowing a corner kick goal. 

Mutiny midfielder Abbey Jones, 
who’s a member of the UConn wom-
en’s soccer team, booted the ball into 
the box from the left corner. Marchini, 
who also played soccer at UConn a cou-
ple of years ago, sent a volley shot into 
the back of the net past Hudson Valley 
goalie Natalie Kelchner. 

“I’ve been playing for the Mutiny for 
two years now and I scored my first goal 
in tonight’s game,” said Marchini, who 
also scored only one goal during her 
collegiate career. “I was just in the right 
spot at the right time. My goal gave us a 
lot more confidence because they were 
also an unbeaten team.”    

Marchini was also a member of the 
Connecticut Fusion before joining the 
Mutiny. 

“I used to play for the Fusion, but 
when they folded, I decided to come 
play here,” Marchini said. “It has been a 
lot of fun playing soccer at this stadium 
during the past couple of years.”  

Marchini anchors the Mutiny defen-

sive unit along with Logan Jacobs, Laci 
Lewis, and Sam Breton. 

Goalkeeper Natalie Mutschler only 
had to make a couple of saves in record-
ing her second consecutive shutout. 

The Mutiny second goal was scored 
by forward Chioma Okafor during the 
29th minute. Forward Maddy Theri-
ault, who graduated from Palmer High 
School a couple of years ago, was cred-
ited with the assist.

Another local player listed on the 
Mutiny roster is Hope Santaniello, who 
was an All-American soccer player at 
Agawam High School.  

Santaniello, who’ll be a member of 
the UMass-Lowell women’s soccer team 
in the fall, scored her team’s second 
corner kick goal, which was assisted by 
Okafor, during the 71st minute. 

She also converted a penalty kick 
during the final minute of regulation, 
which kept the Mutiny undefeated 
heading into the home stretch of the 
regular season.   

Burnett. “I think they only scored one 
earned run against us. We just made a 
couple of costly mistakes.” 

Aldenville manager Mason Scott also 
didn’t attend last Friday’s game against 
Monson because he was on vacation. 

Aldenville did take a 1-0 lead in the 
bottom of the first inning. 

With one-out in the frame, shortstop 
Nathan Carillon, who graduated from 
South Hadley High School a year ago, 
hit a chopper off the pitcher’s glove 
for an infield hit. He advanced to sec-
ond base on a wild pitch before Brady 
Burnett, who was Aldenville’s starting 
pitcher, drew a walk. Then another in-
field hit by second baseman Zach Old-
enburg loaded the bases. Left fielder 
Ryan Netkovick, who was a sophomore 
on this year’s South Hadley varsity 
baseball team, drove home the game’s 
first run with a groundball out to third. 

Aldenville managed to hold onto the 
one run lead until the third inning. 

That’s when Monson took advantage 
of a couple of errors to take a 3-1 lead 
against lefty Brady Burnett.    

Monson shortstop John Mumper 
was safe at first base following a field-
ing error by the third baseman leading 
off the inning. His younger brother, Ja-
son, who started in center field, followed 
with an infield hit. John Mumper scored 
the tying run on the play following a 
throwing error.

After a line-drive single to left field 
by first baseman Dylan Sutkaitis, desig-
nated hitter Dom Allen blasted a double 

to deep left field scoring two more runs. 
Monson also had scoring chances in 

their next two at-bats. They left a runner 
at third base in the fourth and the bases 
loaded in the fifth. 

Meanwhile, Mega retired ten bat-
ters in a row before walking both first 
baseman Justin Moskal and right fielder 
Noah Carillon with one-out in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning. 

Mega was able to retire the next two 
batters rather easily ending Aldenville’s 
threat. 

After walking Netkovick with one-
out in the sixth, Delaney replaced Mega 
on the mound. 

The Monson relief pitcher did re-
ceive some help from his defense when 
left fielder Austin Meachum made an 
outstanding diving catch. 

“Austin is the starting shortstop for 
the Monson varsity baseball team and 
he’s a star in the making,” Tripp said. 
“His outstanding diving catch helped 
up get out of that inning.” 

The next batter grounded out which 
ended the threat.  

Monson scored three more runs in 
the top of the seventh inning. The big-
gest hit of that inning was an RBI single 
by right fielder Shane Szado, who also 
plays baseball at Monson High School.  

Monson made a couple of errors in 
the bottom of the seventh, but Delaney 
got out of the jam without giving up 
any runs.  

It was the only meeting of the regular 
season between the two squads.
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Chioma Okafor settles the ball. Maddy Theriault advances up the field.
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Blue Sox continue season into July
HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox 

are the local attraction for college base-
ball. The Blue Sox have played about 
half its schedule and continue their 42-
game slate into July. Home games are 
played at Mackenzie Stadium in Holy-

oke. There are numerous promotions 
and fun deals for individuals and fam-
ilies. The Blue Sox have several home 
games throughout July and hopefully 
beyond with the New England Colle-
giate Baseball League playoffs.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Six (Spanish)
  5. Invests in little 

enterprises
  9. Large dung 

beetle
 11. Gored
 13. Partially 

paralyzed
 15. Still a little wet
 16. Legal field 

media company
 17. Not working
 19. 500 sheets of 

paper
 21. Church 

structure
 22. Sheep disease
 23. Small drink of 

whiskey
 25. Weaving 

tradition
 26. Pestilence
 27. Body part
 29. Nabs
 31. Places to stay
 33. Witnesses 

 34. Looked for
 36. Arranges
 38. Political action 

committee
 39. Middle eastern 

nation (alt. sp.)
 41. Hair-like 

structure
 43. Parts producer
 44. Greek city
 46. Subway 

dwellers
 48. Norm from 

“Cheers”
 52. Clean a floor
 53. Vied for
 54. Canned fish
 56. Inspire with 

love
 57. Sent down 

moisture
 58. Wrest
 59. Partner to 

carrots

CLUES DOWN
  1. Mounted

  2. Assign
  3. Wrath
  4. Self-immolation 

by fire ritual
  5. Parts of an 

organism
  6. Person from 

England
  7. Tropical plants 

of the pea family
  8. Body part
  9. Practice boxing
 10. Containers
 11. Contrary beliefs
 12. Bleached
 14. Pre-Islamic 

Egyptian
 15. A group of 

similar things 
ordered one 
after another

 18. Innermost 
spinal cord 
membranes

 20. Cassava
 24. A restaurant’s 

list of offerings

 26. Annoy 
constantly

 28. Orchestrate
 30. Z Z Z
 32. Astute
 34. Highly 

decorated tea 
urn

 35. Teach to 
behave

 37. Endurance
 38. Urinating
 40. Barbie friend 

dolls
 42. Repents
 43. Man-eating 

giant
 45. Jewish 

calendar month
 47. Accelerated
 49. Husband of Sita 

in Hindu
 50. Lump of 

semiliquid 
substance

 51. Lying in wait
 55. Cease to exist
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“There’s a lot of research behind this, 
there’s a lot of research both in rural 
America and urban America that sup-
ports the arts and how they can be used 
within the classroom to support instruc-
tion, education and student achieve-
ment,” he said. 

Milner said she has lived in town for 
many years and is now the owner of 
Long View, where she first started as a 
horse stall cleaner. The recording studio 
has had artists from all over the world 
record in North Brookfield.

Now, the studio is producing music 
for film and television, as well as pro-
ducing its own content.

“But my most important achieve-
ment in my life, has been the Cool Kids 
Choir program here in North Brook-
field, which just finished its 30th year,” 
Milner said. She said thousands of chil-
dren have gone through the program.

Cool Kids is a program that uses mu-
sic as a vehicle to teach life skills, she 
said. 

Milner said they want to use the arts 
to teach the fundamentals of learning, 
including math, science and English.

“When you incorporate the arts into 
it, it changes how people learn, how 
they think and how they remember,” she 
said.

Milner said McCormick has been ac-
tive in getting the community involved 
in the school district and there are a 
lot of positive things happening the 
schools. She said despite this, there are 
issues that need to be addressed, includ-
ing low test scores, funding challenges, 
interrupted attendance, high dropout 
rates, apathy among staff and students 
and a lack of a differentiator for school 
choice. 

She said these issues are happening 
all over the country and that there is a 
national creativity crisis. There is also 
an “unbelievable” resource challenge in 
rural America. 

Milner said people know that the 
arts are the solution through extensive 
research, and it needs to be invested in. 
She said it’s time for North Brookfield 
Public Schools to make “radical, bold 
change.” 

Milner said the group came up with 
CATLab (Creative Action and Think-
ing), an “innovative, interdisciplinary 
STEAM overlay programming designed 
to increase student engagement, com-
mon core competencies and 21st cen-
tury skills while addressing the national 
creativity crisis and filling a gap in the 
region’s school choice options.”

At CATLab, students will participate 
in daily a cooperative, collaborative and 
creative endeavor with creative profes-
sionals from outside the school system, 
who are paired with the school district’s 
educators to implement an innovative, 
interdisciplinary curriculum.

“The creative professional works 
side-by-side with the teacher,” she said.

Milner said the overlay program 
could start in the fall, funded through 
sponsorships and grants initially, and 
partnership with the community, re-
gional colleges, creative professionals 
and the existing teaching staff and ad-
ministration at the school district. 

The program will also be data driven; 
monitoring the impact CATLab has on 
the students. The program will pilot this 
fall starting in two classrooms in each 
school.

In years two through five of the pro-
gram, CATLab will expand. Funding 
would continue to come from outside 
the school district’s budget for as long 

as it can, she said. 
“We would be increasing the pro-

gramming across the board,” she said. 
Milner said CATLab can offer vocal 

music for teaching life skills, drum corps 
for math, songwriting for English and 
history, Turn It Up Theater for science, 
basic videography for science, basic re-
cording for math and engineering, beat-
making/songwriting for math and En-
glish, music production and recording 
for math and engineering, rFUTURE 
documentary shorts/filmmaking for 
STEAM and traveling drum corps for 
math.

Milner said a CATLab committee 
will be formed, which would include 
herself, LeBlanc, Arnold Burkhardt and 
McCormick. 

Arnold, who is an artist and a for-
mer School Committee member, said 
she was part of a 2010 educational task 
force. Survey results showed that com-
munity members wanted the school 
district to stay small, regionalize or be-
come a small, “niche” school and attract 
school choice students. 

“The school should be the center of 
the town…if you have a healthy school, 
you have a healthy town,” she said. “It’s 
a fact…it very much reflects in the town 
what the school does.” 

Arnold said the town needs a vision 
for the school.

Burkhardt, a lifelong resident and 
graduate of North Brookfield High 
School, said she is looking for a way to 
get involved in the town. A former pub-
lic school teacher, she sees the impor-
tance of an arts program in the school.

LeBlanc teaches special education at 
the elementary school and live in town. 
She is also a musician and an alumni of 
the Cool Kids Choir.

“We really believe the school district 

is at a crossroads,” Milner said. “We can 
start doing something now that could 
really create change and could be some-
thing that could be a model for other 
schools and small districts all over the 
country. This is cutting-edge education.”

The School Committee voted to ac-
cept the CATLab pilot program.

School Committee Chari John 
Magario said he thinks it’s a great idea 
and will help promote both collabora-
tion at the school district and the town’s 
sense of community.

Recognition
McCormick thanked all staff, stu-

dents and families for a successful 
school year. 

He recognized retiring staff mem-
bers Patty Duggan, Cheryl Johnson and 
Robin Brown. All three have worked in 
the elementary school cafeteria for a 
combined total time of 64 years.

“They do a lot of hard work for our 
kids and our families,” he said. 

McCormick also recognized inter-
im Director of Student Services Ann 
Knapp, who is returning to retirement 
after serving for the school year. 

Knapp said it has been a “pleasure 
and an honor,” to work for the school 
district. 

McCormick said the in addition to 
the four staff that are retiring, he said 
Elementary School Principal Sarah 
Priestley is leaving the district to take 
a position in Athol Public Schools. He 
said she has spent 16 years in the dis-
trict, starting as a teacher in both the 
high school and elementary school be-
fore becoming principal five years ago.

“We are very lucky to have had you. 
You’ve done a fantastic job and you’ve 
been a fantastic leader for the elementa-
ry school for our district,” he said.

PROGRAM   I  FROM PAGE 1

See PROGRAM   I   PAGE 13
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 11, 2024.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 12.

Building use policy and form
Magario said he and Vice-Chair 

Tim Canada both serve on the Build-
ing and Grounds Subcommittee, and 
they recently met to discuss updating 
the school’s policy and form for use of 
school buildings and grounds.

The last amendment was in 2006. 
“In order for organizations or groups 

to use the school the appropriate rep-
resentative of the organization is sup-
posed to fill this out and submit it and 
ultimately, it’s supposed to come before 
the school committee for approval,” he 
said. 

Both Magario and Canada said these 
forms have not come before the commit-
tee for approval since they were elected. 

Magario said it’s a legal document and 
requires approval by the school commit-
tee.

“I think there’s been a lapse in proto-
col,” Magario said. 

Magario said there is also outdated 
language in the building use form that 
needs to be amended. He said they will 
discuss amending the language after re-
viewing it with Building and Grounds 
and the Policy Subcommittee. 

“We are going to evaluate this and 
figure out what needs to be changed,” 
Canada said. 

Regionalization update
Canada said there has been no up-

date or communication regarding the 
Regional Agreement Amendment 
Committee. 

PROGRAM   I  FROM PAGE 12

help other children,” Kim Milner said.
Milner and her mother then contact-

ed their local church, where they were 
connected to Wally and Michele Con-
nor, founders of S.O.N.G. (Support-
ing Orphans Nationally & Globally), a 
Ware-based organization that has been 
helping children in need for over 25 
years.

The Connors were inspired to create 
S.O.N.G. (formerly Socks for Siberia) 
after visiting a Siberian orphanage back 
in 1998. 

“We walked by the orphanage with 
about 100 children. They were poorly 
dressed and had no toys,” Wally Connor 
said.

The Connors made it their mission 
to make sure those children had new 
clothes and plenty of toys to play with, 
among other things. They continued to 

do so up until 2022 when their focus 
shifted to the war in Ukraine.

Wally Connor has made five trips 
to Ukraine, bringing everything from 
clothing and toys to essential medical 
and hygiene supplies. S.O.N.G. has also 
provided relief to children in Pakistan 
since 2018.

S.O.N.G. is also working with chil-
dren in South Africa, many who have 
been left behind with the closing of di-
amond mines. 

“We also help orphaned and foster 
children in Massachusetts,” Michele 
Connor said. 

The Connors thanked Milner for 
her thoughtfulness and compassion for 
those in need, by making her donation 
to S.O.N.G.

“Thousands of children are helped 
because of people like you,” Wally Con-
nor said.

CHILDREN   I  FROM PAGE 1

Mackenzie Milner presents her donation to Michele Connor. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Wally Connor gives Mackenzie Milner gifts for her donations, including artwork created by a child S.O.N.G. 
helped in Ukraine.
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!  

Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd, 

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE
• 14’ step ladder
• Radial arm table saw
• Hydraulic conduit benders
• Portable grinders 7” & 12”
• Wire pullers
• Assorted Knock out Punches

413-658-8535/413-967-5065

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS, all in 
good condition. Steins, pottery, furni-
ture. Something for everyone in the 
family. 413-786-4203

TAG SALE
PINE VALLEY ANNUAL TAG 
SALE: SATURDAY, July 13, 
8-3. 281 Chauncey Walker St., 
Belchertown.- Dozens of tag sales 
throughout our community. Welcome 
station with maps, burgers/dogs/
snacks/cold drinks. Restrooms. Huge 
variety of items!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING: 
Tobacco Cans & Tins

We are also looking for any adver-
tisement signs and tins (mostly beer 
& alcohol related), cigar boxes, brass 
figures, beer trays, beer taps. Ect.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out. We 
pay cash.

Email, call or text: 
teestreasures413@gmail.com

Marty 413-374-7388

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING steam meth-
od starting at $89 per room. Stain and 
odor removal. Quotes available. Call 
Superior Floor Solutions, 413-323-
4760.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master 
Electrician on staff. Call for all your 
electrical needs. No job too small. Se-
nior citizen and Veteran Discount. A 
veteran owned company. MA License 
#8101A1. Call John at (413)206-
6509

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. Tim 413-563-
2229. Licensed/insured. 35 year con-
struction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN
 LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413) 592-1505.
 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.
 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212.

Residential/Commercial 
Tree Services

Locally owned and fully insured 
Call anytime (413) 813-5778 

Neilsen’s ATM - Ron Neilsen

FOR SALE SERVICESWANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludlow

Shiners, worms, tackle. 
Beer and ice. 

Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-3pm; 
Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-3pm; 

Sun. 6am-1pm. 
Closed Mon.-Tues. 
413-589-7957

Retro World
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����������
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������������

������������������

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE SHORKIE MALTI-POO 
PUPPIES. Very cute, serious inqui-
ries only. Text or call 413-687-0530.

ASSISTANT MECHANIC
The Assistant Mechanic, works under 
the Mechanic to repair and maintain a 
wide variety of mechanical equipment 
throughout the company.
Skills needed (but are not limited to): 
Air brake knowledge, hydraulic knowl-
edge, small engine repairs, welding, 
and fabricating (body work skills a 
plus). Must own your own tools. CDL 
a plus but not required; Self-motivat-
ed, committed only need apply. Back-
ground checks, driver records and 
drug testing required. This is a full time 
position. Email resume and interest to 
admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168. 

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
EMERGENCY 

DISPATCHER – P/T & F/T
PUBLIC SAFETY NETWORK 

SYSTEMS ANALYST
RECYCLING ATTENDANT – P/T

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  EOE

VACUUM SWEEPER OPERATOR
3rd shift sweeper operator – operate 
vacuum sweeper at various route sites. 
Experience preferred but not required.  
No CDL required. MUST obtain a DOT 
card and have a clean driving record 
and be dependable.  Will train qualified 
applicants. Email resume and interest 
to admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168.

LAND FOR SALE
HAMILTON LAKE, HOLLAND, 
MA. Small private surveyed 41 ft. 
waterfront lot with boat launch. Dock 
and picnic table area. Quiet dead end 
Brandon St. Unused swimming ROW. 
Jim 508-868-6157, Peg 508-
723-3433. $25,000. Taxes $224 year.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

OFFICE FOR RENT: Montgomery 
Market Place, 46 Main Rd., Montgom-
ery. Lovely & spacious, $450/mo. In-
cludes utilities. Call 413-977-6277.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

SPRINGFIELD – 
Springfield Technical 
Community College cel-
ebrates the accomplish-
ment of the 902 students 
who were named to the 
spring 2024 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List is 
published each semester 
to recognize excellence in 
academic performance. 
To be considered, de-
gree-seeking students 
must earn 12 or more 
college level credits in 
the current semester, or a 
total of 12 or more com-
bined college-level cred-
its earned during the fall 
and spring semesters, and 
achieve a 3.3 or above 
grade point average.

Local students include 
Ashley Rebecca Hutchins 
of Brookfield; Piper Jean 
Weldon of Sturbridge; 
and Luisa Feeney and 
Matthew D. Jablonski, 
both of West Brookfield.

STCC 
announces 
spring 2024 
Dean’s List

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current

WE’RE
    ALL
     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know 
how we're 

doing.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
413.283.8393
www.turley.com

Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email
ekennedy@turley.com.

A Turley Publications, Inc. Community Newspaper

quaboagcurrent.turley.com
CURRENT
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

FOURTH OF JULY SALE!!!
Open July 4th 10am to 7pm

1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Thinking about Selling ?
Now is the perfect time!

Sit Back and Let Me
Take Care of 

Your Real Estate Needs!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 27 .......Block Island ....................................$110
Oct. 5 ........ Turkey Train .............................. $165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins! 25% OFF TO FILL THE GRILL

You’re going to be putting a lot of burgers and dogs on 
the grill this 4th of July. Our Freedom to Grill sale will 
let you fill your grill with farm-fresh burgers, dogs, and 
kielbasa. Get 25% off 1/4, 1/3, and 1/2 pound patties 
(frozen or fresh), Farmer Matt’s delicious hot dogs, horse 
collar kielbasa, and kielbasa dogs when you use code 
“FREEDOM” online or mention this ad in store.

Sale valid thru July 7.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $479,900 – 451 CRONIN ROAD, WARRENNEW LISTING – $479,900 – 451 CRONIN ROAD, WARREN
S T U N N I N G  B R A N D  N E W 
CONSTRUCTION  ranch with 3 
bedrooms, 3 full baths, and a 
partially finished lower level. This 
home boasts cathedral ceilings, 
stainless steel appliances, granite 
countertops, and a center island. The open floor plan flows seamlessly 
from the living area to the kitchen and dining area with sliders, that open 
to a large composite deck overlooking the backyard. Modern finishes 
and thoughtful design create a convenient and comfortable living space. 
The walkout lower level provides additional flexibility for living space 
or entertaining. With a spacious 2 car garage and a prime location, this 
pristine property offers the perfect opportunity for your next home.

BUYING OR SELLING....BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
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