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Board
discusses 
municipal 
complex
repairs
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The Board of  Selectmen 
discussed failures of  cool-
ing and heating systems at 
the municipal complex at 
their meeting last Monday. 

Chair Andrew Lynch 
said there was a failure of 
the air conditioning unit 
in the police station found, 
along with heating elements 
that need to be fixed in the 
center of  the building. 

At the June 22 meeting, 
Lynch said the town would 
be eligible for a grant to 
address any failures in the 
library or the police sta-
tion, but the town needs to 

See E BROOKFIELD
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Seniors enjoy picnic lunch
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – For the second 
year in a row, the North 
Brookfield Community 
Food Collaborative hosted 
a free picnic for seniors at 

the First Congregational 
Church.

Over 60 seniors signed 
up for the event held on 
June 22.

Complimentary hot 
dogs, macaroni and cheese 
and more were donated 
and served by Long Branch 
Hot Dogs, which is local-

ly owned and operated 
by Nan and John Wilbur. 
Hannaford Supermarket 
donated beverages, and 
volunteers from the collab-
orative served side dishes.

DJ Brian provided mu-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Celia Daniels picked up her complimentary lunch from Long Branch Hot Dogs, courtesy of the North 
Brookfield Community Food Collaborative.

Sturbridge celebrates 
semiquincentennial 

with parade
By Paula 
Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@
turley.com

STURBRIDGE 
– Over 70 partic-
ipants joined the 
town’s America250 

celebration parade 
last Saturday, 

m a r c h i n g 
from Old 
Sturbridge 
Village to 

the common.
The June 

27 event also 
featured a 
festival and a 
Memorial Day 
remembrance.

Following 
the parade, 
all were 
invited to 
join Grand 
M a r s h a l 

Bob Briere and Veter-
ans’ Services Officer Gar-
rett Skinner at Old Burial 
Ground to honor the fallen. 
They were joined by Scott 
Tourtellot and Christopher 
Tourtellot of the Sons of 
the American Revolution 
and the Col. Henry Knox 
Color Guard, for a toast to 
the flag and a musket salute. 
Rev. Alan St. George said 
prayers during the ceremo-
ny. 

Briere said the soldiers 
of the Revolutionary War 
are often forgotten, and he 
talked about the challenges 
they faced to defend free-
dom. Including walking 
from Sturbridge to Boston.

“They walked and they 
tried their very best to get 
to Lexington and Concord 
– but they did and they 
didn’t question it,” Bri-
ere said. “They gave their 
time…their lives.”

Briere recalled being in 
the first grade at Burgess El-
ementary School, and visit-
ing the Old Burial Ground 
to place geraniums on the 
soldiers’ graves. A tradition 

that he brought back eight 
years ago.

“I remember that like it 
was yesterday,” he said.

Following the ceremony, 
the festivities continued on 
the common, with Jeneé 
Lacey singing the National 
Anthem.

State Rep. Todd Smola 
and state Sen. Ryan Fatt-
man spoke about Ameri-
ca250, and Sturbridge’s role 
in the Revolutionary War.

“Sons and daughters 
of Sturbridge played such 
an important part,” Smola 
said.

Smola and Fattman read 
a joint resolution they filed 
to recognize this day, and 
presented it to Wally Her-
see, thanking him for his ef-
forts to preserve and honor 
the town’s history. 

Fattman also recognized 
the late Richard Volpe, who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Volpe was dedicated 
to his family and his town, 
and understood the impor-
tance of building strong 

America250

TURLEY PHOTOBY PAULA OUIMETTE
Paul Revere rode through town on the Rapscallion HOPS Foundation’s float during 
Sturbridge’s America250 parade held on June 27.

See PARADE 
PAGE 4

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Offi-
cials from the Department 
of Transportation along 
with representatives from 
Howard Stein Hudson engi-
neering presented a plan to 
implement a roundabout at 
the intersection of Route 20 
and Route 131. 

Greg Frazier, a supervis-
ing project manager with 
MassDOT said this project 
is still in the early design 

phase, at the 25% comple-
tion level as of the June 16 
public hearing. He said the 
entire scope of the round-
about project stretches from 
west of the Burger King on 
Route 20 to the State Police 
jug handle, and also extends 
south down Route 131 to 
the Hampton Inn. 

Frazier said this project 
was initiated because there 
is a lack of pedestrian and 
cycling connectivity, as there 
are no pedestrian crossings 
or accommodations. 

He also said there was a 

commercial tourist district 
improvement plan done by 
the town in 2014, which rec-
ommended enhancements 
to the Route 20 corridor. 

Chris Lyman, project 
manager with Howard Stein 
Hudson, said there were 
148 collisions on the Route 
20 corridor between 2015-
2021, with 133 of the col-
lisions causing injury. He 
said there are recurring rear 
end crashes, and crashes as 
a result of high speeds and 

Officials present roundabout plan

See FIELD DAY
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Public hearing held regarding dog attack
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Select Board held a 
public hearing on June 23 
to hear testimony and ev-
idence regarding a dog at-
tack. 

The attack took place off  
Cottage Street and involved 
a German shepherd dog 
owned by Glen and Heath-
er Peterson. The board held 
the hearing to determine if  
the dog is considered a nui-
sance dog or a dangerous 
dog. 

Select Board Chair Ro-

land Sickenberger began by 
letting the victims of the dog 
attack share their statement 
and explain what happened 
the day of the incident. 

The victims said the dog 
got out of its owner’s yard 
and approached the couple 
in the middle of the street. 
The attack resulted in the 
husband getting bit in the 
left hand. 

The Petersons attended 
the meeting during the pub-
lic hearing and provided 
photographs of their yard 
with gates and fences in-
cluded. 

The owners said their 
dog is not vicious and there 

have been no prior incidents 
with the dog. They said the 
dog returned to its home 
when called, and they tried 
speaking with the victims 
and apologized for the in-
cident.

Peterson said the wife 
of the victim only respond-
ed with “sorry is not good 
enough” and then left.

The Police Department 
arrived at the scene of the 
attack and spoke with the 
dog owners following the 
incident and EMS treated 
the victim. The victim said 
he had to undergo medical 

See W BROOKFIELD
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By Richard Murphy
Correspondent 

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– It was the last Saturday 
in June, and several tents 
had been set up on the West 
Brookfield common. 

It was not an invasion. 
Rather members of the 
Quaboag Valley Amateur 
Radio Club were observing 
Field Day 2026.

Amateur Radio is li-
censed non-commercial ra-
dio communication service 

on radio frequencies as-
signed by the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
in the US. Worldwide, The 
International Telecommu-
nication Union assigns fre-
quencies.

Amateur radio licensees 
answer to the term “Ham.”  
Why are they called that? 
Originally, professional tele-
graph operators called am-
ateurs “hams” as sort of an 
insult, amateurs embraced 
it, “transforming it into a 
badge of pride.”

Field Day is held the 
fourth weekend in June; 
thus, it was on the common 
on June 27 and will continue 
Sunday, June 28 though not 
on the common.

Why have a field day at 
all? The goal was to set up 
temporary stations using 
off-grid power to demon-
strate ham radio’s ability 
to provide vital communi-
cations during natural di-
sasters, power outages, and 

Amateur Radio Field Day held on common

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY 
Pete, Michele and Kelly were ready to answer questions about ham radio.

See SENIOR PICNIC
PAGE 9
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Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Financial Advisory 
Committee met to discuss 
end of year transfers. 

At the June 17 meeting, 
the committee discussed 
and approved transfers 
for the Fire Department.

One transfer was to 
support the purchase of 
one set of  turnout gear, 
20 hoods and five hel-
mets. Another was for 
Fire Department equip-
ment, out of  Fire Depart-
ment wages. 

The committee voted 
to support the purchase 
of standardized drafting 
equipment. 

The Advisory Com-
mittee voted unanimous-
ly to have the amount of 
$8,422 to be transferred 
to the Fire Department’s 
uniform account. The 
Committee also approved 
$4,853 to be transferred 
to the Fire Department’s 
equipment account in 
addition to an amount 
transferred from the de-
partment training wages 
account. 

The committee decid-
ed to table the Recreation 

Department’s motions for 
transfers. 

At the next meeting, the 
Financial Advisory Com-
mittee will discuss the pos-
sibility of shifting to elec-
tronic voting using clickers 
at town meetings. 

Members of the Finan-
cial Advisory Committee 
said they have tried to get 
clickers in a previous year 
but they did not pass the 
budget. Residents spoke 
up and said they should try 
again. 

Electronic voting “gives 
people more comfortabili-
ty in voting,” one resident 
said. 

Advisory Committee approves 
fire department transfers

Town House puts nation’s history on display
NORTH BROOK-

FIELD – Patriotic win-
dow panels have joined 
the banners and buntings 
already adorning the Na-
tional Register building.  

This completes the 
plans of  the Town House 
decorating committee 
members who were look-
ing to use the windows 
facing Main Street as a 
canvas for proudly cel-
ebrating the country’s 
250th anniversary. The 
panels were designed by 
Sheila Orsi and donated 
by Anne Ramsey. 

During her first year 
as Town Moderator, Orsi 
began reading Temple’s 
History of  North Brook-
field. She has learned 
that, even though North 
Brookfield was not yet a 
separate town in 1776, the 
residents who lived here at 
that time were passionate 
about their freedom and 
independence.  

Orsi wanted to pay 
homage in some way to 
those people who heat-
edly debated and fought 
with their lives to create 
this United States.  After 
speaking to fellow mem-
bers of  the Friends dec-
orating committee about 

her ideas, Orsi got to 
work creating the infor-
mational panels for the 
front of  the building.

Thankful that we live in 
such a beautiful, diverse 
and friendly community, 
Orsi also was motivated 

to bring attention to what 
she calls “our silent, love-
ly Town House waiting 
patiently to be restored to 
her former glory and host 
the community again, 
hoping to hear her filled 
with the sound of  people 

and music!!”  
It is Orsi’s wish that 

decorating the Town 
House with the patriotic 
panels “will help to in-
spire someone’s passion 
in town to bring the resto-
ration to fruition!”

Stop by the Town House 
in the center of  North 
Brookfield, read the patri-
otic panels, and enjoy the 
work of  the Friends of  the 
Town House decorating 
committee. Happy 250th 
anniversary everyone.

The North Brookfield Town House is decorated in patriotic window panels, banners and buntings. 	 SUBMITTED PHOTO

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– To celebrate our nation’s 
250th birthday, the Lake 
Wickaboag Preservation 
Association is sponsor-
ing a 4th of July weekend 
spectacular in the theme 
of “The Spirit of America 
– Light Up Lake Wickabo-
ag.” 

Cash prizes will be 
earned by several, bragging 
rights will be claimed by 
many, and lots of fun will 
be had by all.

Starting on Friday, July 
3, the weekend will include 
displays of patriotic and 
themed docks, boats and 
decorated cottages. 

On Saturday, July 4, at 
approximately 6:30 p.m., a 
massive boat tie up center 
lake is planned to recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
sing the Star Spangled Ban-
ner. Following at 7 p.m., a 
full “Light Up Lake Wick-
aboag” parade will start at 
the Boat Club and continue 
cruising into the night. 

If  you can’t get out on 
the lake in a boat, kayak 
or canoe, no worries. Pack 
your beach chairs and pic-
nic baskets or relax on 
a floatie within the town 
beach area. 

Whether an active par-
ticipant or spectator, you 
won’t want to miss it.

For more details, check 
the LWPA Facebook page, 
visit lakewickaboag.com, 
or email LWPA01585@
gmail.com.

U.S. Air 
Force band 
to perform 
on July 5

NEW BRAINTREE – 
The U.S. Air Force Heri-
tage of America Band will 
perform under the newly 
built pavilion on the town 
green on Sunday, July 5 at 
2:30 p.m.

This free event is part 
of the town’s 275th and 
nation’s 250th anniversa-
ry celebrations organized 
by the 275th Anniversary 
Committee.

People are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs, blan-
kets and snacks. 

Lake
 Wickaboag 
‘Lights Up’ for 
nation’s 250th

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Reservations for DCR’s 
campgrounds open

BOSTON – The Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recre-
ation announced that res-
ervations for the 2026 state 
park camping season are 
open through October.

“Camping at a DCR 
park is a cherished tra-
dition for families and 
friends from all over – 
many of whom return to 
the same campground year 
after year, and in some 
cases for decades,” said 
DCR Commissioner Ni-
cole LaChapelle. “Spend-
ing time together outdoors 
strengthens relationships, 
creates lasting memories, 
and helps foster the vital 
connection between peo-
ple and nature, along with 
a shared responsibility to 
care for these special plac-
es.” 

Campers should note 
the following prior to 
booking a reservation:  

Reservations are avail-
able up to four months 
in advance of arrival. 
Same-day reservations are 
available until 2 p.m. daily 
through ReserveAmerica. 

Campers should fill out 
all required fields of the 
reservation application 
at the time of booking to 
ensure a smooth arrival. 
Visitors without a reser-
vation are not allowed in 
campsites; however, day-
use areas are available for 
gathering and outdoor ac-
tivities. 

All pets must have phys-
ical proof of valid rabies 
vaccination. Entry may be 
denied at check-in if  paper 
verification cannot be pro-
vided.  

Campground-specific 
updates 

Fans of camping at 
Mount Greylock State 
Reservation and the Bos-
ton Harbor Islands are 
encouraged to monitor 
DCR’s website and so-
cial media accounts for 
updates on the camping 
schedule. 

Savoy Mountain State 
Forest’s campground will 
close July 31, to accommo-
date the construction of a 
new bathhouse.  

This season, Washburn 
Island will be available for 
camping on Thursday, Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday 
nights. The campground at 
Washburn Island is acces-
sible by private boat only. 

Please note that there 
is no on-site parking at 
the Waquoit Bay Nation-
al Estuarine Research Re-
serve or at the Town of 
Falmouth parking lot at 
White’s Landing. Campers 
are responsible for finding 
suitable parking arrange-
ments. 

Since last season, DCR 
has made several improve-
ments to its campsites 
including the new yurts 
at both Clarksburg State 
Park and Nickerson State 
Park. 

A list of DCR camp-
sites can be found at 
DCR’s camping webpage. 
Campsites vary in offered 
accommodations, includ-
ing showers, flush toilets, 
and R.V. water and power 
hook-ups. 

Yurts can be reserved at 

See CAMPGROUNDS
PAGE 3
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
STRIP STEAK TWIN PACK .......
USDA INSP. FRESH
KAYEM SKINLESS 
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX

USDA INSP. $1776
ea

SALE DATES: 7/2-7/8/26
CLOSED 7/4/26

2/$1776

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
21-25 CT
COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BOX ...

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ........................

USDA INSP. FRESH 160 CT

HILLDALE PRE-SLICED 
AMERICAN CHEESE 5 LB ..

$176
lb

USDA INSP. STORE BAKED

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES DOZEN ..........................$250

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$250
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE DAILY

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
LINKS OR PATTIES ALL VARIETIES .

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

ea
$1776

HAPPY 250TH! JULY 4TH!

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BAKED 8” 
ALL AMERICAN 

APPLE OR 
CHOCOLATE CHIP PIE

$250
ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FRESH
GREAT ON THE GRILL!
POLSKA KIELBASA 3 LB .......

$176
lb

$1776

ea

$976
lb

$499
ea

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

LEAN GROUND BEEF 
HAMBURGER PATTIES

4 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

$2776
lb

CHICKEN LEG
1/4S 40 LB 

BOX

24 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ

★ 1776 - 2026 ★

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BABY BACK RIBS ............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST. LOUIS 
STYLE PORK RIBS ............

$250
lb

$250

$250
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK
SPARE RIBS TWIN PACK ......

ALL AMERICAN RIB SALE!

lb

★

★

★
★

★

★

   

   Have A Wonderful 
4th of July Weekend!

Cormier Jewelers
is closed for vacation. 

We will re-open 
Tuesday, July 7th 

at 10:30 a.m.

152 Main St., Spencer • 508-885-3385
www.cormierspencer.com

Tues., Wed., Fri 10-5 • Thurs. 10-6 • Sat. 10-2
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Myles Standish State For-
est, Nickerson State Park, 
October Mountain State 
Forest, Clarksburg State 
Park, Otter River State For-
est, Shawme Cromwell State 
Forest, Wells State Park and 
Willard Brook State Forest. 
Cabins can be rented at Mo-
hawk Trail State Forest and 
Savoy Mountain State For-
est. 

For more information on 
camping in cabins and yurts 
visit DCR’s cabin and yurt 

camping webpage. 
Additionally, approxi-

mately 20 of DCR’s camp-
grounds have accessible 
campsites that all provide 
accessible parking, acces-
sible restrooms, and a flat, 
firm and stable surface for 
camping. For more infor-
mation on accessible camp-
sites visit DCR’s accessible 
camping webpage.  

Last year, DCR accepted 
nearly 65,000 camping res-
ervations at parks across the 
state. For more information 
and questions about the 
2026 camping season, visit 

the agency’s website, www.
mass.gov/dcr or email dcr.
campinginfo@mass.gov.

CAMPGROUNDS  
FROM PAGE 2

SPENCER – The Spen-
cer Parks & Recreation 
Commission’s 2026 Sum-
mer Concert Series kicks 
off  from 2-5 p.m. on Sun-
day, July 5 at Powder Mill 
Park, corner Smithville and 
Meadow roads, with The 
Chain.

Led by the dynamic pres-
ence and powerful voice 
of Alison McTavish, The 

Chain has developed a set 
of music that is an eclec-
tic mixture of cover songs. 
Rich three-part harmonies, 
a dynamic rhythm sec-
tion and great musician-
ship combine to make The 
Chain one of the most ex-
citing new bands in Central 
New England.

Following The Chain, 
next up in this series will be 

The Deloreans on July 12 in 
what will be one of their fi-
nal appearances.

The concert series is 
proudly sponsored by Cor-
nerstone Bank. Cornerstone 
Bank was formed in 2017, 
born of a long history of 
supporting the communi-
ty, and providing a strong 
foundation to help people 
and businesses thrive. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Chain will perform at the first concert in the 2026 Summer Concert Series at Powder Mill Park, Spencer, 
on Sunday, July 5 from 2-5 p.m.

Summer Concert Series kicks off July 5

STURBRIDGE – The 
Cursed Page Bookstore, 
an immersive independent 
bookstore specializing in 
Gothic Horror and Dark 
Academia, has officially 
opened for a soft launch at 
559 Main St.

Housed within a histor-
ic former mill, The Cursed 
Page is designed to be more 
than a retail space; it is a 
gathering place for readers, 
writers, makers and curious 
minds. As the shop grows, 
the space will host craft 
workshops, writing events, 
seminars, author signings 
and book clubs.

At the helm is owner 
Amy Black, who brings 
more than 30 years of expe-
rience in bookselling, store 
leadership, author program-
ming and large-scale literary 
events to The Cursed Page. 

Her career includes man-
agement roles with Wes-

leyan RJ Julia and Barnes 
& Noble, alongside pivotal 
work on BookExpo, Book-
Con, and New York Comic 
Con. Known for her dedica-
tion to connecting readers 
with stories and communi-
ty, Black has crafted an at-
mospheric haven for those 
drawn to gothic fiction, 
dark academia, folklore, 
and the strange beauty of 
the unknown.

“The Cursed Page is my 
love letter to the book indus-
try, which has been my home 
and shaped my life for more 
than three decades,” said 
Black. “Books have never 
been just objects on a shelf  
to me. They are doors and 
windows into other worlds, 
other lives, and ourselves. 
They help us feel seen, think 
differently, and discover 
something new. I wanted to 
create a shop where readers 
can wander in, follow their 

curiosity, and find a story 
that stays with them.”

Beyond its collection 
of gothic and dark fiction, 
The Cursed Page features 
curated nonfiction includ-
ing folklore, science and 
nature, gardening, cooking 
and crafts. The store also of-
fers thematic board games, 
puzzles, and journals for 
in-store browsing. For those 
looking to bring the shop’s 
unique atmosphere home, 
“Inner Sanctum” subscrip-
tion boxes are available ex-
clusively through the store’s 
website.

As the shop settles into 
its new space, inventory 
continues to expand. A 
grand opening celebration 
with special events will be 
held later this year.

For more information, 
visit www.thecursedpage.
com or follow @thecursed-
pagebookstore.

The Cursed Page Bookstore 
announces opening

Stillman’s Farm stand undergoes remodeling

TURLEY PHOTOS BY ELLENOR DOWNER
Genevieve and Glenn Stillman stand outside the newly remodeled Stillman’s Farm stand in New Braintree.

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE 
–  Stillman’s Farm recently 
underwent some remodel-
ing of their farm stand, lo-
cated on 1205 Barre Road, 
Route 67.

The newly renovated 
farm stand has a new en-
trance, side door entrance, 
leveled floor, new septic 
system and a newly con-
structed commercial kitch-
en. Farmer owners, Glenn 
and Genevieve Stillman, 
received a grant from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Agricultural Resources, 
which made the upgrade 
possible.

Rob Belland of Barre 
was the general contractor. 
Genevieve said he stopped 
by one day for corn. 

When  she saw his truck 
with his name on it, she 
asked him if  he would like 
to “redo the barn.” At first, 
he thought she was joking, 
but said yes when he real-
ized she meant it.

The family run farm ap-
plied and got a grant for 
80% with the owners con-
tributing a 20% match.

In 1991, Glenn pur-
chased the farm in New 
Braintree as the farm he 
had in Lunenburg “ran out 
of land.”

When they bought the 
130 acre farm, the only out 
building at the time was a 
horse barn; the building 
they just remodeled.

They now have 300 acres 
including an orchard.

The couple got married 
in 1993. Genevieve put 
aside her plans in architec-
tural landscaping to help 
run the farm for two years. 
She never went back to her 

original career.
The couple raised their 

family on the farm and 
now all four children are in-
volved in farming. Daugh-
ter Kate owns and operates 
Stillman Quality Meats 
raising grass fed meats and 
eggs in Hardwick.

Son Curt and his wife 
Halley run Still Life Farm, 
also in Hardwick. 

Younger son, Reid, is 
part of the New Braintree 
farm operation. On June 20, 
the day of their open house, 
he brought strawberries to 
sell in Jamaica Plains. 

Younger daughter, Faith 
is in her third year of pre-
med. She handles the cut 
flowers. 

The Stillman’s have four 
grandsons ranging in age 
from 10 months to 18 years.

The Stillman’s sell at 
farmer’s markets in Bos-
ton and Westborough. 
This year, they also will be 
participating in the West 
Brookfield Farmer’s Mar-
ket. 

They also offer Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture 

farm shares. The grown 
children of original CSA 
members now are CSA 
members.

Genevieve said they “do 
not want to waste food.” 
They donate food to local 
food pantries.

With vegetables and 
fruits left, over they de-
hydrate peppers, kale and 
fruits, make kimchi (Ko-
rean spicy fermented cab-
bage), pickles, jams and 
jellies.

The commercial kitch-
en will allow them to make 
more jams and jellies and 
dehydrate more food for a 
longer shelf  life.

They send out their pro-
duce to make sauces and 
salsa and will continue to 
do that. The sauce and sal-
sa are available at the farm 
stand along with honey 
from the farm. 

This year, they planted 
corn in May under hoops 
so customers will have corn 
earlier than usual.

The farm stand is open 
Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
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connections, Fattman said. 
“He had a deep sense of 

civic responsibility,” he said. 
Burgess Elementary 

School students William 
Norton and Elizabeth 
Beaupre each read their 
winning essays.

Norton, a fifth grad-
er, had the top essay in the 
school-wide prompt, “What 
America Means to Me.”

“America means liber-
ty to me, and freedom,” he 
said.

Beaupre, a sixth grader, 
was the second place winner 
in the National Essay Con-
test.

Beaupre said to her, 
America means more than 
sacrifice, and she listed the 
freedoms she enjoys, in-
cluding riding her bicycle in 
the summer, or sipping hot 
chocolate on a winter’s day.

Both students were pre-
sented with citations from 
the House and the Senate to 
recognize their accomplish-
ments.

Lillian Donahue, age 14, 
sang a moving rendition 
of “America the Beauti-
ful”. This was followed by 
a performance from the re-

nowned 215th Army Band 
of the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard.

Throughout the after-
noon-long event, there were 
various booths, activities 
and demonstrations. These 
included a militia encamp-
ment and military uniforms 
display, historical activities, 
a display of Model A cars, 
axe throwing, a bounce 
house, yard games, a photo 
booth and food trucks from 
BT’s Smokehouse, Thai 
Place, Chic-fil-A and Suzy 
Q’s Ice Cream. 

The Publick House and 
Oakholm Brewery served 
beer, and Deep Roots Dis-
tillery served lemonade and 
cocktails. 

Performers from Mass 
Motion Dance Academy 
danced to patriotic music.

Veolia and Stop & Shop 
sponsored the first-ever cher-
ry-pie-eating contest. A cere-
monial cutting of the special 
America250 cake created by 
the Publick House was held 
after the pie-eating contest.

Interpreters were also 
stationed in the Old Burial 
Ground to engage visitors 
in a self-guided tour and dis-
cuss the Revolutionary War 
veterans buried there.

PARADE  FROM PAGE 1

Guest of Honor Virginia Jalbert, the town’s oldest resident, rode 
alongside parade Grand Marshal Bob Briere.

Scouting America Troops 161 and 163 marched in the parade.

Lillian Donahue, age 14, sang 
“America the Beautiful”.

Burgess Elementary School 
fifth grader William Norton read 
his winning essay about “What 
America Means to You.”

The 215th Army Band of the Massachusetts Army National Guard sang the National Anthem.

Jeneé Lacey sang the National 
Anthem.

The Ancient Mariners of Connecticut fired a cannon during the parade.

A child waved a flag from a school bus.

Auburn Fire Department’s retired Engine 3 was featured in the parade.

Stilt walkers performed during 
the parade.

Mrs. Claus (and her husband Santa Claus) 
joined Silver Bell Farm’s float in the parade.

A Dalmatian 
looked out the 

window from the 
back of one of the 

fire vehicles.

One of the parade 
participants prepared 
to cartwheel.

The Minions stopped to pose for a 
photo with a fan.
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Parade Grand Marshal Bob Briere talked about the Revolutionary 
War and its fallen outside Old Burial Ground. He is shown with Town 
Administrator Robin Grimm.

Burgess Elementary School sixth grader Elizabeth Beaupre received recognition from state Rep. 
Todd Smola and state Sen. Ryan Fattman for her second place win in the National Essay Contest. 

State Sen. Ryan Fattman honored the life of the late Richard Volpe     
   alongside Volpe’s daughters, Jessica and Amanda, and his wife, 
     MaryLou.

Scott Tourtellot and Christopher Tourtellot fired a salute to the 
Revolutionary War soldiers.

Rev. Alan St. George said a prayer 
in recognition of the fallen.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Veterans’ Services Officer Garrett Skinner helped Christopher Tourtellot fold the flag.

Children participated in a patriotic bike parade.

Area fire departments, including 
Southbridge, joined the parade.

A young boy went in for a hug 
from a loved one as representa-
tives from Old Sturbridge Village 
marched by.

This parade participant enjoyed the view from the EXI Electrical, Inc. truck.

The Sturbridge Community Parade Band performed.
Motorcycles from Leicester Police, the State Police and Sturbridge Po-
lice led the parade.

Parade 
participants 
waved from the 
Publick 
House 
float.

The State Police’s 
mounted unit
 joined the parade.
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of obituaries.
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PHOTO BY JOHN KUNHARDT
Northern yellow warbler

John Kunhardt of 
Belchertown took this pho-
to of a northern yellow war-
bler near Lake Wallace in 
Belchertown. 

Northern yellow war-
blers are small, evenly pro-
portioned songbirds with 
medium-length tails and 
rounded heads. They are 
4.7 to 5.1 inches long. For 
a warbler, the straight, thin 
bill is relatively large.

Northern yellow war-
blers are uniformly yellow 
birds. Males are a bright, 
egg-yolk yellow with red-
dish streaks on the under-
parts. Females are also 
yellow but appear slightly 
duller. 

Both sexes flash yellow 
patches in the tail. The face 
is unmarked, accentuating 
the large black eye.

People may look for 
these warblers near the tops 
of tall shrubs and small 
trees. 

They forage restless-
ly, with quick hops along 
small branches and twigs to 
glean caterpillars and oth-
er insects. Males sing their 
sweet, whistled songs from 
high perches.

Northern yellow war-
blers breed in shrubby 
thickets and woods, partic-
ularly along watercourses 
and in wetlands. Common 
trees include willows, alders 
and cottonwoods across 
North America 

In winter these war-
blers inhabit a variety of 
wooded habitats including 
mangroves, deciduous for-
ests and tropical evergreen 
forests, as well as gardens, 
town plazas, second growth, 
brushy pastures, hedgerows, 
agricultural lands and plan-
tations.

Their song 
sounds like 
“sweet-sweet-
sweet, I’m so 
sweet.” 

Yellow war-
blers usual-
ly build their 
nests in shrubs 
or small trees, 
typically 3 to 10 
feet above the 
ground. The 
nest is often 
placed in dense 
foliage, making 
it difficult for 
predators to 
spot.

They commonly select 
willows, alders or oth-
er shrubs near water. The 
surrounding leaves provide 
camouflage and protection 
from harsh weather.

A typical yellow warbler 
clutch contains about three 
to five pale greenish or blu-
ish white eggs with small 
brown or gray speckles.

The female incubates the 
eggs for roughly 11 to 12 
days, rarely leaving the nest 
except to feed. Once the 
chicks hatch, both parents 
help feed them. 

Feeding mealworms
After seeing a pair of 

bluebirds, I started putting 
out mealworms on the pic-
nic table every day. I figured   
black bears would not both-
er with mealworms. 

I was right and the birds 
ate them up quickly. Yes, 
the bluebirds came for the 
mealworms, but so did two 
catbirds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of 
catbirds landed on the table 
as I spread out the meal-
worms. I’ve noticed them 
check the table for meal-
worms before I put them 
out.

Red-shouldered hawk
A woman in Montgom-

ery reported a red-shoul-
dered hawk in her yard. It’s 
one of the most distinctive-
ly marked common hawks 
with barred reddish-peachy 
underparts and a strongly 
banded tail. 

Wild turkey encounter
My daughter, Paula, was 

walking her dog, JoJo on 
the rail trail in Gilbertville 
along the river. A hen turkey 
was hidden on the side of 
the trail. She states, “When 

JoJo and I ran by, she flew 
up. One of the babies pan-
icked and started running 
after mom flew off, which 
caused mom to charge at us 
making a bunch of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and I 
sprinted a good 20 feet be-
fore she decided we weren’t 
a threat anymore.”

She continues, “But this 
was definitely the closes 
encounter we’ve ever had. 
JoJo now ranks turkeys in 
the ‘scary’ category along 
with Canada geese.”

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident 

emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bellied sapsuckers spent 
a few days visiting a native 

dogwood tree in the yard 
awhile back. And we have 
seen a few warblers, a com-
mon yellowthroat checked 
me out when I was working 
in the garden yesterday. We 
have at least two male hum-
mingbirds visiting the yard 
and feeders and at least one 
female.” 

He stated, “I saw a fe-
male rose-breasted gros-
beak collecting nesting ma-
terial so I’m going to look 
for a nest. Several years 
ago I found a grosbeak nest 
near our shed.”

Osprey
The Brimfield resident 

stated in his email, “The Os-
prey nest in Warren looks 
like the chicks have hatched 
based on the behavior of an 
adult at the nest yesterday. 
In the past it is usually mid 
June before I see chicks in 
the nest. When they are very 
young osprey chicks mostly 
lay down in the nest waiting 
to be fed.” 

He reported four great 
blue heron nests at the pond 
I visit in Warren where the 
Ospreys nest.

Bird count
The Brimfield resident 

also stated, “The Allen Bird 
Club of Springfield does 
a spring bird count each 
year in mid May. We use 
the Christmas Bird Count 
count circle, I have covered 
Ludlow since 1989. I only 
managed 50 species this 
year, partly because my 
hearing isn’t what it use to 
be.”

He stated,  “I did man-
age to find a Tennessee and 
Parula warbler, about a 
dozen yellow-rumped war-
blers, two common loons, 
one each solitary and spot-
ted sandpiper and a black-
billed cuckoo. I hadn’t seen 
a cuckoo in a few years.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or 
milestone news for the Quaboag Current, please 
email pouimette@turley.com.

My husband and I were 
sitting on the porch remi-
niscing.  

To be honest I felt a bit 
melancholy. Where has 
time gone?  

With empty nest-
ing feeling like it’s right 
around the corner, it’s 
easy to drift back in time 
and wish just for a mo-
ment that the kids were 
little again.  

Boy, did we read lots 
of books. I remember 
one of the girls’ favorites 
was “Butterfly Count” by 
Sneed B. Collard III.  

In honor of “days gone 
by,” enjoy this column 
right out of the archives

The basic premise of 
the book highlights the 
North American Butter-
fly Association’s Fourth 
of July butterfly count 
with a simple story of 
a mother and daughter 
counting butterflies at a 
prairie restoration site 
named after the girl’s great 
great-grandmother Nora 
Belle.  

When Nora traveled 
west as a child, “regal frit-
illaries by the thousands 
danced over the bluestem 
grasses, setting the prairie 
afire with butterfly wings” 
yet today they are gone, 
“their prairie homes are 
farms and houses now.” 
The story ends with moth-
er and daughter finding 
the rare butterfly in an 
undisturbed area of the 
preserve, the tiny ceme-
tery in which her great 
great-grandparents are 
buried.  

Reading the book got 
me thinking about what 
we could do as garden-
ers to encourage healthy 
butterfly populations. 
According to the North 
American Butterfly As-
sociation it isn’t enough 
to simply choose specific 
flowering “nectar” plants 
to attract butterflies, we 
must also choose plants 
that will feed caterpillars- 
that way we are providing 
for the entire life cycle of 
the insect.  

Some of the best nectar 
plants for our area include 
native wildflowers such 
as boneset, Joe-pye-weed, 
milkweed, black-eyed Su-
san and purple coneflow-
er. Other common wild-
flowers like hawkweed, 
ox-eye daisy and Queen 
Anne’s Lace make good 
nectar plants as well.  

Top caterpillar food 
plants for our region in-
clude carrot, dill, parsley, 
fennel, milkweed, nastur-
tium and verbena. 

The largest number of 
butterfly species will be 
drawn to our yards if  we 
imitate how plants grow 
in the wild. To do so, we 
should install a diverse 

mixture of trees, shrubs, 
perennial and annual flow-
ers and herbs that bloom 
throughout the growing 
season. 

Trees such as aspens, 
willows, poplars, and wild 
cherry make great host 
plants for caterpillars. In 
addition, they give butter-
flies shelter from the wind, 
protection from predators 
and spots to roost at night.  

A good habitat should 
also include some form of 
water source that will pro-
vide butterflies with addi-
tional moisture when dew 
and rain are scarce. “The 
Family Butterfly Book” 
by Rick Mikula (Storey 
Publishing, $29.95) offers 
a fun project to make with 
your kids called a water-
less pond.  

Line a shallow hole in 
the garden with a trash 
bag, fill it with stones and 
add water. Dew will col-
lect on the rocks in the 
morning and slide down 
the cracks.  

Butterflies can land 
on the rocks and sip wa-
ter from the crevices. Put 
a narrow band of sand 
around your pond and 
this area will serve dou-
ble-duty as a “puddling 
station,” a place for male 
butterflies to imbibe salts 
and minerals in prepara-
tion for mating.  

Another important fea-
ture in a butterfly garden 
is a basking station. To 
be able to fly, these solar 
powered creatures must 
warm up.  

In fact, Mikula reports 
that their flight muscles 
must achieve 83 degrees 
before lift-off!  

Light colored stepping 
stones placed about the 
garden will reflect the sun, 
allowing the insects upper 
and lower wing surfaces to 
heat up at the same time.   

After researching this 
article I realize just how 
little I know about butter-
flies. Luckily, some of the 
plants mentioned above 
already grow on my prop-
erty, and butterflies often 
frequent the premises.  

For more information 
on or to participate in the 
North American Butter-
fly Association’s butterfly 
count consult their web-
site at www.naba.org.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For 34 years she has 
held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

Reminiscing brings 
butterflies to mind
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – The final 
American Legion baseball 
game of the regular season 
at historic Legion Field in 
Palmer was a vintage pitch-
er’s duel.

Aldenville (Chicopee) 
Post 337, who only had 
nine players available for 
the road game, snapped its 
four‑game losing streak by 
edging Monson Post 241, 
1–0, last Wednesday night.

“We battled the entire 
game,” said Matt Sutton, 
who was the winning pitcher 
for Aldenville. “I focused on 
staying calm on the mound, 
pitch to pitch, and this is a 
huge win for us.”

Aldenville had a 2-4-1 re-
cord following the shutout 
victory, while Monson fell 
to 2-4.

The two squads were 
scheduled to face each oth-
er for the second time this 
summer at St. Joe’s Park in 
Thorndike on Wednesday 
night.  

Monson is also scheduled 
to face Longmeadow Post 
175 in another home game at 
St. Joe’s Park on Thursday 
night, and West Springfield 
Post 207 at Veteran’s Field in 
Monson on Monday night.

Last Wednesday’s contest 
marked Sutton’s first career 

victory as a member of the 
Aldenville Post 337 baseball 
team.

Sutton, who was a junior 
member of the Chicopee 
Comp’s varsity baseball 
team this past spring, gave 
up only three base hits while 
striking out eight in his per-
formance against Monson. 
The righthander issued four 
walks and hit a pair of bat-
ters in six innings. He threw 
a total of 102 pitches.

“I thought Matt pitched 
a great game,” said Alden-
ville manager Nate Carillon. 

“We’ve been mostly using 
him as a relief  pitcher so far 
this season. He stepped up in 
tonight’s game.”

Sutton, who earned a 
save in Aldenville’s season 
opening road victory against 
Westfield Post 124, made his 
second start of the Legion 
season. His first start came 
against Northamapton Post 
28, which was a home loss a 
couple of weeks ago.  

Memphis Huertas, who’s 
normally Aldenville’s start-
ing catcher, didn’t attend last 
Wednesday’s game at Le-

gion Field. Noah Carillon, 
who’s Nate’s younger broth-
er, strapped on the catcher’s 
gear for just the second time 
during his Legion career.

“Noah used to be a 
catcher in little league. He 
also caught a Legion game 
at North Adams last year, 
“Nate Carillon said. “He 
played very well back there.”

Noah Carillon made a 
diving catch on a foul pop-
up in the first inning and 

Monson Legion Post 241 falls at home to Aldenville

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Theo Haley takes a lead off first.Kyle Kaczuwka tries to check a 

swing. Liam McGrath sends a grounder to third base.

Mutiny shut out by Vermont Green FC 
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Even 
though the New England 
Mutiny had already been 
eliminated from the USL 
W playoffs, they still had a 
chance to influence the race 
for first place in the North-
east Division entering the 
regular‑season finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled 
off  an upset victory against 
Vermont Green FC, the 
Hudson Valley Crusaders 
would have finished at the 
top of the Northeast Divi-
sion table.

However, it was Vermont 
Green FC players and their 
rowdy supporters doing all 
the celebrating following 
a 3-0 shutout win over the 
Mutiny at Lusitano Stadi-
um last Saturday night.

“We wanted to play 
the spoiler role in today’s 
match,” said New England 
Mutiny midfielder Avery 
Klingensmith, who’s from 
Belchertown. “We were 
hoping to make the playoffs 
in our first season playing in 
this league, but it’s always a 
lot of fun trying to impact 
another team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W 
League Northeast title with 
a 6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to 
host the Eastern Conference 
playoffs this weekend

One of the Vermont 
Green’s ties came at Lusita-
no Stadium against the Mu-
tiny (1-1) on May 26. 

Vermont Green squeaked 
out a 2-1 home win in the 
second meeting between the 
two squads at the beginning 
of June.

The Mutiny finished their 
season with a 2-6-2 overall 
record.

“We lost a couple of close 
games this season,” Klin-
gensmith said. “We also had 
a lot of new players, and it 

was a rebuilding year for us. 
We always tried to do our 
best in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Me-
gan Cunningham made 
their first starts of the sea-
son in last Saturday’s match.

“I played with both of 
them in the past and it was a 
lot of fun having them back 
on the field again today,” 
Klingensmith said. “They’re 
a big part of this organiza-
tion.” 

Howarth, who also 
played for the Orlando 
Pride of the National Wom-
en’s Soccer League, is the 
Mutiny’s all-time leading 
goalscorer and point-scorer.

Klingensmith is also 
one of the Mutiny’s veter-
an players. She joined the 
squad after graduating from 
Belchertown High School in 
2022.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Trinity Clark collects a pass.

Avery Klingensmith is closely 
pressured by an opponent.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – Had the 
Western Mass. Pioneers 
failed to secure a victory 
in last Friday night’s match 
against AC Connecticut, 
their playoff hopes would 
have vanished for the first 
time since they entered 
USL League Two in 2019.

The Pioneers kept their 
postseason dreams alive a 
little bit longer thanks to 
a hard‑earned 1–0 shutout 
win at Lusitano Stadium.

“We didn’t get the result 
that we wanted in our last 
match on Tuesday night, 
and we had a tie here last 
week,” said Pioneers assis-
tant coach Tomas Duben. 
“It was very important for 
us to get the three points 
and the win in tonight’s 
game. We’re still battling 
for a postseason berth.”

Duben took over the 

head coaching duties 
from longtime Pioneers 
head coach Federico Moli-
nari, who spent last week-
end coaching a Western 
United Pioneers U-16 girls’ 
team at a tournament in 
Virgina.

Since 2024, Duben has 
a 3-0-1 record as the Pio-
neers interim head coach.

“My playing career end-
ed a couple of years ago 
because of a knee injury,” 
he said. “I really enjoyed 
playing for this soccer 
team. I’m very grateful 
that Federico gave me this 
coaching opportunity and 
I’m still learning.”  

The Pioneers improved 
to 6-2-2 (20 points) follow-
ing the home shutout vic-
tory, solidifying their hold 
on third place in the North-
east Division. They trail 
first place Vermont Green 
FC (10-0-1, 31 points) and 
second place NEC (10-1-

1, 30 points). Only the top 
two teams in the Northeast 
Division qualify for the 
league playoffs.

Western Mass. finished 
at the top of the North-
east table in both 2019 and 
2021. They made it all the 
way to the National Semi-
finals in 2021. They’ve 
finished in second place 
during the past four sea-
sons. 

Between 2010 and 2018, 
the Pioneers only qualified 
for the USL PDL playoffs 
once.

AC Connecticut (1-
10-0) had several scoring 
chances during the first 
twenty five minutes of the 
opening half, but Pioneers 
goalie Ben Alexander 
made the saves which kept 
the match scoreless.

“Ben played very well 
in tonight’s match,” Duben 
said. “The defense also 
gave him a lot of support 
back there.

Alexander returned to 
action after missing a cou-
ple of games due to an in-
jury.

It was the Pioneers’ 
fourth 1-0 win of the regu-

Playoffs hopes still alive 
after Pioneers shutout 

Jaiden Williams goes for the 
throw-in.

URLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Matiwos Rumley goes to meet the ball.

See PIONEERS 
PAGE 8

See MUTINY
PAGE 8

See POST 241
PAGE 8 Liam McGrath gets low to make a catch at first base.
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threw out a runner trying to 
steal third base in the third 
inning.

“It was Noah’s first time 
as a starting catcher and he 
did a great job behind the 
plate,” Sutton said. “I’m very 
proud of him.”

Monson righthander 
Brayden Mega, graduated 
from Pathfinder Tech in 2025 
and is currently a member of 
the Monroe University base-
ball team, also pitched very 
well. He went the distance 
in his start against Alden-

ville, allowing a run on two 
hits with four walks and nine 
strikeouts.

“It was another out-
standing performance by 
Brayden,” said Monson 
manager Steve Tripp. “He 
only had two hits and a cou-
ple of walks. We’ve just been 
struggling offensively. We 
had guys on base in every 
inning and couldn’t score a 
run.”

Aldenville centerfield-
er Justin Rivera led off  the 
top of the first inning with 
a line-drive single to the gap 
in right center. Rivera ad-
vanced to second base fol-

lowing a fielding error. After 
the next two struck out and 
grounded out, Noah Caril-
lon drew a walk extending 
the inning.

Mega escaped the jam 
with a pop-up caught by 
shortstop Matt Santos, who 
recently received the Karl 
Oliveira Memorial Scholar-
ship Award. 

Then Mega retired the 
next ten Post 337 batters.

Meanwhile, Monson left 
six runners on base, includ-
ing five in scoring position, 
during the first five innings.

With two outs in the bot-
tom of the second, Monson 

second baseman Grayson 
Griswold, who singled to left 
leading off  the frame, was 
tagged out by Carillon trying 
to steal home.

Two innings later, Mon-
son first baseman Liam Mc-
Grath hit a leadoff single 
and left fielder Josiel Ortiz 
was safe at first base with 
two outs following a throw-
ing error. Ortiz stole second 
before Sutton ended the 
threat with a strikeout.

Aldenville leftfielder 
Adam Ozga lined a single 
into left field before being 
thrown out trying to steal 
second base by Monson 

catcher Kyle Kaczuwka.
The visitors would then 

break the scoreless deadlock 
with a run in the following 
frame without the benefit of 
a base hit.

Rivera drew a one-out 
walk before stealing both 
second and third. Short-
stop Charlie Maxwell also 
walked, putting runners at 
the corners. Then Ryan Net-
kovick, who was Aldenville’s 
starting second baseman, 
hit a ground ball to Santos. 
His throw to the plate was 
dropped and Rivera scored 
what turned out to be the 
only run of the ballgame. 

Then Carillon was walked 
intentionally, which loaded 
the bases.

Mega managed to get out 
of the jam with a strikeout 
and a ground ball out.

Monson had an oppor-
tunity to tie the score in the 
bottom half  of the frame, 
but they had a runner tagged 
out by Sutton trying to score 
on a passed ball.

Maxwell relieved Sut-
ton before the start of the 
seventh inning. The righty 
issued an one-out walk to 
Dayne Shanley before retir-
ing the next two batters to 
earn the save.
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24 Water Street
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Liam McGrath sends a grounder to third base. Matthew Santos fires a throw to first from deep short. Brayden Mega sends a pitch away for Post 241.

“It has been a great 
journey playing for this 
team,” said Klingensmith, 
who graduated from Amer-
ican University in May. “I 
only live about 15 minutes 
away and this place is very 
special to me. I’m hoping 
to play for this soccer team 
again next year.” 

Klingensmith is plan-
ning to play for a pro-
fessional soccer team in 
Greece beginning in Au-
gust.

The other players from 
Western Mass. listed on 
the Mutiny roster are Mila 
Dillard (Chicopee), Hope 
Santiniello (Agawam), and 
Tennessee Murphy (Mon-
son). None of those players 
played in the final match of 
the regular season. 

During the opening half  
of last Saturday’s match, 
the Mutiny had two free 

kicks, but both attempts 
were saved by Vermont 
Green goalie Olivia Ship-
pee.

The visitors from Bur-
lington took a 1-0 lead 

during the 28th minute fol-
lowing a goal from Georgi-
na Clark.

Emily Mara, who assist-
ed on Clark’s goal, booted 
the ball into the net three 

minutes later.
The score remained 2-0 

until the 73rd minute when 
Lauren DeGroot netted 
another goal for Vermont 
Green. 

MUTINY
FROM PAGE 7

Brigid Moore winds up for a free kick.

Addyson Earl tries to outrun an opponent.Sadie Mathis brings in a pass while on the run.

lar season. They also played 
a scoreless draw in a road 
match against Black Rock 
FC at the beginning of June. 

The Pioneers, who have a 
3-1-1 home record, took ad-
vantage of a mistake made 
by AC Connecticut goalie 
Asger Hemmer-Hansen to 
take a 1-0 late in the first 
half. 

Alfred Baafi put a shot 
into the back of the net giv-
ing the Pioneers a 1-0 lead at 
the end of the first half.

“The goalie attempted to 
clear the ball, but I stole it 
away from him,” said Baafi, 
who scored his third goal 
of the season. “Then I put 
a shot into the wide open 
net, which felt really good. 
We’re still hoping to make 
the playoffs”

Baafi, who’s from Techi-
man, Ghana, is a first-year 
member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plen-
ty of support at our home 
games.”

Baafi is also a member 
of the men’s soccer team at 
High Point University in 
High Point, North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi was 
a member of the Seacoast 
United Phantoms, which 
captured the USL-League 
Two National Champion-
ship title.

“It was an amazing feel-
ing after my team won the 
championship game two 

years ago,” said Baafi, who’s 
going to be a senior in the 
fall. “I just needed a change 
and decided to play for the 
Pioneers this year. I’m also 
hoping to be drafted by a 
MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an op-
portunity to score another 
goal at the start of the sec-
ond half.

Martin Echarren sent a 
pass into the box to Juan 
Galindrez, whose shot at-
tempt skipped wide of the 
goal. 

The Western Mass. 
squad also had several more 
chances to score, but the 
score remained 1-0.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC 
at 7:30pm on Friday night.

PIONEERS
FROM PAGE 7

William Fauth watches his pass move away.

Martin Echarren looks up the 
field.
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other emergencies. 
As an aside, it is worth 

noting that during Super-
storm Sandy that devastat-
ed much of the East Coast, 
Ham Radio was crucial 
when digital conveniences 
weren’t. 

Field Day is itself  fun, 
and though a useful exer-
cise, the members enjoyed 
the day of getting on the air 
and conversing with ama-
teurs at various distances 
and on different bands, as 
well as the company of local 
members.

The first tent closest to 
the sidewalk was the wel-
come tent. The tent had a 
banner with the legend Ask 
me about Ham Radio. It was 
staffed by Michele whose 
call sign is KC1TIW

A call sign is how sta-
tions, amateur or commer-
cial, are identified.

With Michele was Fay, 
the wife of a member. To-
gether, they were ready to 
answer inquiries about Am-
ateur Radio. The table was 
laden with an array of sub-
ject information. One would 
have had to make an effort 

not to find something of 
value.

Michele is QVARC club 
secretary and her husband 
Ken, WB1DX is club pres-
ident. They are a great team.

Michele informed us 
what was at each tent, and 
we proceeded to visit them. 
First was the GOTA tent. 

GOTA stands for Get 
On The Air. At that tent 
the uninitiated could experi-
ence amateur radio contact 
with hams at a distance. At 
that helm was Dan Spencer 
W1DPM.

Turning left and walking 
to the edge of the common, 
we came to what may or 
may not have been unique 
among amateurs across 
the country this field day: 
a mother and son team of 
Hams staffing a tent. 

Mom Kelly attained a 
General license, and Son 
Kris earned an Amateur 
Extra class.

Kris attends Embry Rid-
dle Aeronautical Univer-
sity and participates in the 
school radio club. He is an 
ambitious young man who 
wishes to design planes. No 
doubt his fellow hams wish 
him all success.

Even Hams must eat and 

there was a food tent with 
Dennis, KC1LNL, firing up 
the grill.

At the orange tent, Hams 
were making contacts using 
a couple of specialized as-
pects.

CW or Continuous Wave 
is radio transmission that 
facilitates use of Morse 
Code. In more primitive 
ages, Morse Code was the 
method of radio transmis-
sion. Many hams still prefer 
to use it. Working that was 
Larry W1AST.

Howie W5LNX was 
communicating via Side 

Band. Side Band is effective 
for long-distance and inter-
national communications. 
When we approached, Ala-
bama had been contacted. 
Earlier in the day, even be-
fore the event, contact had 
been made with Europe.

Other Hams were active 
on other bands. The afore-
mentioned Dan was making 
contacts on 40 meters and 
Steve KC1SZP was work-
ing the 80 meter band which 
would not be that active un-
til evening.

Other Hams were serv-
ing where needed. The 

husband, and wife team, 
Ken, KB1HXO and Deb, 
KC1RDH, longtime mem-
bers were there as were oth-
er veteran members such as 
Tim KC1RZE answering 
questions. Pete KC1TDO 
and Mert KC1KVA were 
also in attendance.

If  you did not get to 
the field day but think you 
might be interested in learn-
ing more about Ham Radio, 
the Quaboag Valley Ama-
teur Radio Club QVARC 

maintains an excellent web-
site at qvarc.com/. There 
is information on what the 
hobby is and how to become 
one.

Periodically, the club 
hosts examination sessions 
so one can pass a test and 
get on the air.

Meetings are on the last 
Tuesday of the month at 
the West Brookfield Senior 
Center at 6:30 p.m., other 
than July and August. All 
are welcome.

turning conflicts.
Lyman said construction 

is expected to begin in 2028, 
and be completed in four 
phases, which will take two 
construction seasons, the 
entirety of the spring, sum-
mer and fall of 2028 and 
2029, with occasional work 
in the winter. He said hours 
are expected to be 7 a.m.-3 
p.m. 

He said the goal is to keep 
two lanes of traffic during 
construction, and there will 
be access to the businesses 
on the corridor and Amer-
icans with Disability Act 
considerations. 

According to a presenta-
tion shown with the hearing, 
this design has fewer conflict 
points than a four-way in-
tersection, a 75% reduction, 
and a 67% reduction in ve-
hicle to pedestrian conflicts. 
There would be a 90% re-
duction in fatalities, a 76% 
reduction in injury crashes, 
a 30-40% reduction in pe-
destrian crashes and a 10% 

reduction in cycling crashes 
with this design, according 
to the presentation. 

Lyman said crashes in 
roundabouts are usually 
sideswipes, which are less 
dangerous than head on 
collisions, T-bones and left 
turns. 

Frazier said some of the 
suggestions in that plan 
were enhancing traffic flow, 
access for pedestrians and 
cyclists, safety, and visual 
imagery. He said the plan 
recommended the round-
about. 

He said another goal of 
the project is to provide a 
gateway into the town. 

Frazier also gave a time-
line of events, saying in June 
2022, Howard Stein Hudson 
received a notice to proceed, 
MassDOT did an intersec-
tion control evaluation in 
2022-2023, there was an 
alternative analysis and se-
lected preferred concept in 
2024, and they reached the 
25% design in 2025, which is 
what was presented. 

Lyman said there were 
15 alternatives analyzed, 

including signaled intersec-
tions, roundabouts in other 
areas, and center island me-
dians around the intersec-
tions of Route 20 and Fair-
ground Road and Route 20 
and New Boston Road. 

Lyman said only three of 
the alternatives were suit-
able to analyze further, in-
cluding a signaled intersec-
tion at Route 20 and Route 
131 but a roundabout at the 
intersection of Route 20 and 
New Boston Road, but they 
determined it would not im-
prove safety or make a gate-
way into town. 

Another alternative was 
two roundabouts, one in the 
proposed site and anoth-
er at the intersection with 
New Boston Road, but they 
determined back-to-back 
roundabouts might not be 
preferred. 

He said the preferred al-
ternative was a roundabout 
at the proposed site and a 
right turn only out of  New 
Boston Road. 

Lyman said some fea-
tures of  the project will be 
a right turn only out of  a 

hotel on Route 20, remov-
ing a left turn and requiring 
usage of  the roundabout to 
get around, and there are 
also shared use lanes and 
bike ramps. 

He said there would be 
a pedestrian hybrid beacon 
at the intersection of Fair-
ground Road and a right 
turn only onto Route 20. He 
said there would also be a 
pedestrian hybrid beacon at 
the intersection with Route 
131, and no left turns out of 
New Boston Road. 

Lyman said there would 
be no adverse impacts to 
environmental, cultural or 
historical resources as a 
result of  this project, but 
there are some impacts to 
the 100-foot buffer zone for 
wetlands, and no impacts to 
Cedar Pond. 

Michael Ruderman, who 
is a right of  way coordina-
tor with MassDOT said 
the state will use eminent 
domain or temporary ease-
ments to make room for the 
project if  needed, and there 
are federal laws to protect 
property owners in place. 

He said the state has to keep 
owners informed, and con-
tact them if  there will be a 
taking. 

He said there are as-
sessments for damages and 
compensation, and if  the 
state and owner cannot 
agree on a number, there is 
a way for owners to take the 
state to court. 

Lyman said following 
the hearing, they will review 
feedback, advance the prog-
ress to 75%, and aim to ad-
vertise the project for bid in 
the winter of  2028. 

There were some pub-
lic comments at the meet-
ing, including from Louis 
Fazen, a member of  the 
Board of Health, who said 
they should consider an-
other roundabout at New 
Boston Road because of 
the risks of  a turn, and said 
there have been at least two 
deaths from crashes in the 
corridor.  

Mary Dowling from the 
Select Board asked how 
they would handle commut-
ers at 7 a.m.

Jamie Goodwin, chair of 

the Select Board, said there 
needs to be speed control 
westbound on Route 20 to-
ward Brimfield. 

Lyman said as part of 
the scope of  the proposed 
project, there will be a weav-
ing scenario, and narrow 
shoulders to make the road 
feel constrained, to force 
drivers to slow down with-
out changing the speed lim-
it. Members of  the engineer 
group and MassDOT said if  
a speed study was done and 
it was determined the speed 
limit is too low, they would 
have to increase it. 

Another resident was 
concerned about the radi-
us of  the roundabout, and 
making sure buses and fire 
trucks can get through. Ly-
man said it was measured, 
and there is room for large 
trucks to drive side by side 
in the roundabout.

Multiple residents also 
said the intersection of 
Route 20 and Cracker Bar-
rel needs to be addressed. 
Another resident said the 
construction team should 
make landscaping a priority. 

ROUNDABOUT
FROM PAGE 1

sic for the picnic. 
Seniors enjoyed the pic-

nic, and credited North 
Brookfield Community 
Food Collaborative founder 
Karen Farrington for con-
tinuing to give back to the 
residents in town.

“Karen does a wonderful 
job,” resident Celia Daniels 
said. 

Farrington thanked her 
fellow volunteers for their 

endless work to ensure that 
those facing food insecuri-

ty have somewhere to turn 
when they need help. 

The collaborative’s food 
pantry is open daily, and 
there is also a food stand in 
front of the First Congrega-
tional Church and weekly 
distribution to senior hous-
ing.  

Each Thanksgiving, the 
collaborative distributes tur-
keys with all the fixings to 
over 200 people locally and 
across the region, to ensure 

they are able to celebrate the 
holiday.  

The collaborative has 
gained support from its 
partnerships with local 
farmers, business and orga-
nizations. 

For more information, 
visit the North Brookfield 
Community Food Collab-
orative on Facebook, email 
n b fo o d c o l l ab o rat ive @
gmail.com or call 774-289-
9832.

SENIOR PICNIC
FROM PAGE 1

FIELD DAY
FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Volunteers with the North Brookfield Community Food Collaborative served side dishes at the free picnic for seniors held at the First Congrega-
tional Church.

Bruce Ernest enjoyed the senior 
picnic hosted by the North Brook-
field Community Food Collabora-
tive on June 22.

Long Branch Hot Dogs owners Nan and John Wilbur donated hot dogs, 
macaroni and cheese and more to the senior picnic.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
ris and Kelly are mother and son hams.

Get on the air with Dan, W1DPM.

Seniors enjoyed a free lunch of hot dogs, macaroni and cheese, chili 
and various sides.

- community -
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treatment after the incident.
After the incident, An-

imal Control ordered a 10-
day at-home quarantine on 
the dog. 

Selectmen Henry Brogna 
asked if the owners had 
made any improvements or 
have added any restraints to 
their property after the inci-
dent. Brogna suggested that 
the owners should make 
sure the gate isn’t open. 

The owners said they 
are not sure what cause the 
dog to bite the victim, and 
offered to cover any medical 
expenses. 

A resident of Cottage 
Street addressed a concern 
that the street does have a 
bus stop and there are chil-
dren who ride their bikes off  
the street. Another neigh-
bor spoke up and witnessed 
the attack and claimed there 
was another related incident 
involving a delivery driver. 

Animal Control Officer 
Leah Shattuck attended the 
public hearing and said the 
dog needs be behind some-
thing more secure. After 
reviewing the photographs 
provided by the dog own-
ers, both the board and 
ACO recommended a better 
fence. 

 “A lot of emotion in-
volved in this situation,” 
Sickenberger said. 

Town Administrator 
Theresa Cofske said the 
board should review the 
definitions to determine 
what makes an animal a 
nuisance or dangerous. Due 
to the incident involving a 
dog attacking a person and 
causing harm, it is more 
likely that the dog is found 
as a dangerous dog. 

The board voted to de-
termine the dog as meeting 
the determination of a dan-
gerous dog. 

The conditions the board 
agreed on include that the 
dog will be humanly re-
strained, confined to the 
premises of the keeper of 
the dog, when removed 
from premises the dog shall 
be securely and humanly 
muzzled, the door of the 
house should also be gated 
with a self-closing gate by 
the top of the porch railing 
and that the owner of the 
dog provides proof of insur-
ance not less than $100,000. 

An official order would 
be issued to the dog own-
ers by the board, which in-
cludes they have the option 
to appeal the Select Board’s 
orders within 10 days upon 
receipt of this order. If the 
owners do option to appeal, 
they would have to appeal in 
the district court. 

Anonymous donation
The board discussed and 

accepted an anonymous 
donation in the amount of 
$45,000 to the Council on 
Aging to help keep the Se-
nior Center open five days a 
week. 

The board thanked the 
anonymous donor for this 
donation and members of 
the Senior Center were ex-
cited to hear this news. 

Youth sports complex 
proposal

The board heard from 
Garrett Piermarini to dis-
cuss a proposal for a Quabo-
ag Youth Sports Complex. 
With West Brookfield El-
ementary School closing, 
this organization was look-
ing for ideas to utilize the 
fields on the school property 
and still be a usable area for 
youth sports. 

Each group/sport car-
ries its own insurance and 
wants to come up with a 
long-term program. Having 
this sort of project helps the 
group raise funds and apply 
for grants to continue and 
protect all the sports pro-
grams. 

Quaboag Regional 
School District Facilities 
Director Marc Astrella 
said a schedule of how this 
complex would be managed 
would have to be made and 
the courts could be used all 
year long. 

The Select Board will 
talk to town counsel about 
the complex idea and come 
back to it in a later meeting. 

WBES playground
The board heard from 

the West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School PTO to 
discuss the playground at 
school. The PTO purchased 
$110,000 in playground 
equipment that was sup-
posed to be installed this 
summer. 

Members of the PTO 
said they “want it to stay in 
this community.” The PTO 
is also exploring options of 
where the playground would 
go if it were moved. 

Sickenberger asked if  
there was any room behind 
the school. Another idea 
was to possibly put the play-
ground in a small park. 

Astrella asked what 
would happen to the play-
ground if the property were 
sold. 

The Select Board will 
review the location of the 
playground with town coun-
sel.

Charter school 
discussion

The board discussed 
the potential for a charter 
school in West Brookfield. 
Sharing information about 
charter schools was Denise 
Pontbriand. 

After talking with sev-
eral charter schools across 
the Commonwealth, Pont-
briand said one charter 
school expressed interest in 
some towns, including West 
Brookfield. 

If the town were to grant 
permission to follow this 
process, there would be 
public information sessions 
to follow. 

 “We have to do some-
thing, can’t just let the build-
ing sit there,” Brogna said. 

The Board will take this 
charter school idea under 
advisement and will meet 
with Pontbriand again with 
more information to follow. 

- community -

Make a Difference in Someone’s Life! ♥
NOW HIRING: 

Home Health Aides (HHA)
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
Personal Care Assistants (PCA)

Homemakers & Companions
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PAY: $20–$23 per hour
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Professional Medical Services Inc. 25 years of trusted care, 
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Massachusetts Trial Court 

Superior Court 
Dennis P. McManus

Clerk of Courts
Worcester County

Worcester Superior Court 
225 Main Street 

Worcester, MA 01608
ORDER OF NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION 
DOCKET NUMBER

2685CV0923A
Country Bank of Savings 

vs. 
Heirs, Devisees and Legal 

Representatives of the 
Estate of Daniel F. Leahy, Jr., 
a/k/a Daniel F. Leahy, et.al.
TO: Heirs, Devisees and Le-

gal Representatives of the Es-
tate of Daniel F. Leahy, Jr. * all 
in said Commonwealth; 

and to all persons entitled to 
the benefit of the Servicemem-

bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
App. §501 et seq.: 

Country Bank for Savings 
claiming to have an interest in 

a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in MA, known and numbered 
as 14 Maple Street, Brookfield, 
Worcester County, Massachu-
setts given by Daniel F. Leahy 
to Country Bank for Savings 
dated 7/1/05, and recorded in 
Worcester County District 
Registry of Deeds, in Book 
36723, Page 29 has/have filed 
with this court a Complaint for 
determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemember sta-
tus. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 

If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Worcester Superior Court 
on or before 7/29/26 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, MICHAEL D. RIC-
CIUTI, Esquire, Chief Justice of 
the Superior Court at Worcester, 
Massachusetts, this 17th day of 
June, 2026 

Dennis P. McManus
Clerk of Courts

Paul Mullan
First Assitant Clerk

* a/k/a Daniel F. Leahy and 
Samantha J. Leahy-Burgess
07/03/2026

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

set up a feasibility study, 
with the help of  the Cen-
tral Massachusetts Re-
gional Planning Commis-
sion. 

Lynch also said he has 
applied the town for a 
$25,000 earmark through 
Sen. Peter Durant’s office 
for an Heating Ventila-
tion and Air Conditioning 
study at the town hall, as 
there are issues controlling 
the temperature in the 
building. He said he would 
also look into a Mass Save 
grant to see if  it is eligible. 

Lynch said right now, 
the only study approved 
for the building is an 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act study, which will 
not start until the win-
ter, so any facilities study 
would likely not begin un-
til next year.  He said the 
town should steer away 
from split units because 
they are inefficient. 

Board of  Selectmen 
member Amber Kowal-
czyk said the town could 
explore consultation com-
panies, exemplifying a 
company called Vickers 
Consulting Service, who 

evaluate municipalities 
and help them apply for 
grants or loans. 

Appointments
Police Chief  Joseph 

Lazarick presented Wil-
liam Penkala Jr. to the 
board, requesting he be 
appointed as a part-time 
police officer. Lazarick 
said he works as a police 
officer in Brimfield, does 
work with the Hampden 
County Sherriff ’s Of-
fice, and is a firefighter in 
Springfield. 

Lazarick said he has 
additional experience in 
West Springfield and Had-
ley, and served in the U.S. 
Army. Lazarick said his 
work ethic, character and 
commitment make him 
highly qualified, and the 
board voted to appoint 
Penkala. 

The board also voted 
to appoint Troy Allen as 
an alternate plumbing in-
spector. 

Contracts and permits
The board signed a 

contract with Republic 
Services for a one-year 
term for trash pickup at a 
cost of  $176,342.77, with 
the option to extend the 
contract four years at the 
end of  the term on June 

30, 2027. Lynch said when 
the term ends, the town 
will actually request a five 
year extension. 

The board also signed 
a permit for Bercume 
Equipment, located at 155 
Adams Road for stockpil-
ing, crushing and other ac-
tivities with gravel, along 
with cement manufactur-
ing. 

Roadwork updates
Lynch said there will be 

reclaiming, binding, top 
coats and tack coats on 
Draper Road, West Stur-
bridge Road, and Young 
Road to Howe Street. 
Minutes and next meeting

The board approved 
the minutes of  the June 15 
meeting, and set up a next 
meeting date of  July 13, 
where they will meet with 
the Finance Committee. 

Lynch said he heard 
from department heads 
that the Finance Commit-
tee did not meet with them 
this year during the bud-
get creation, and said the 
Board of  Selectmen did 
not see the budget until 
the night of  annual town 
meeting on June 10. He 
said the meeting would be 
to discuss communication 
between the boards. 

E BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

During the week of 
June 22-29, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 17 
building/property checks, 
19 directed/area patrols, 
eight radar assignments, five 
emergency 911 calls, two cit-
izen assists, one assist other 
agency, one motor vehicle 
accident, two complaints, 
three animal calls and four 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of New Braintree.

Monday, June 22
10:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

11:33 a.m. Serve War-
rant, Wine Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Tuesday, June 23
10:04 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

11:22 a.m. Parking Com-
plaint, Worcester Road, 
Spoken To

12:07 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, 
Officer Handled

Wednesday, June 24
9:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Oakham Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Thursday, June 25
2:59 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

9:08 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

10:42 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Friday, June 26
11:47 a.m. Complaint, 

Worcester Road, Negative 
Contact

Sunday, June 28
4:15 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, June 29
7 a.m. Medical Emergen-

cy, Oakham Road, Trans-
ported to Hospital

- public safety -
New Braintree Police Log 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish 
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT 
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65. 
TEEK SHOWER STOOL, 14dx8h, 
beautiful, brand new in box, $85. 
FUTON with quality mattress, $175. 

413-256-1670 

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000 
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator 
 Town of Russell, MA

 
The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication 
and collaborative skills to oversee and 
manage day-to-day operations for our 
Town.  Russell is a small rural community 
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the 
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.  
Led by a three-member Select Board, and 
Open Town Meeting form of government, 
the Town relies on the Town Administrator 
to be responsible for the oversight and 
management of daily operations of the 
Town. 
Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects, 
assisting with the preparation of budgets, 
coordinating with various town boards and 
committees, supervising and coordinating 
overall operations of Town government 
and managing day-to-day affairs under the 
general direction of the Select Board.  The 
Town Administrator will support the Select 
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with 
government agencies and the public and 
manage municipal operations for the Town.  
Attendance at certain evening meetings is 
required. 
Candidates should have knowledge and 
competence in municipal finance and 
budgeting, project management, human 
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations. 
The successful candidate should possess 
five (5) years of municipal management 
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government 
agency.  A degree in public administration 
or a related field is preferred.  An equivalent 
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession 
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered. 
This is a full-time position with benefits. 
Starting salary range of $70,000 – $85,000 
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.  

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf 
attachment to 

nboersig@townofrussell.us
 Applications must be 

received by July 16, 2026.
The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-
nity employer.

FOR RENT
826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2 
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. 
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097. 

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel. 
$1600/month. First/security. 413-204-
9828 

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

OPEN 4TH OF JULY 9AM-7PM
4TH OF JULY SALE!!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Happy 250th
★ Birthday ★

to our beautiful and 
    amazing country!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

171 Farm Pond Road Oakham $590,000
Designed w/entertaining in mind, this 
home offers an open-concept fl plan 
& private 3-acre setting. The 1st floor 
features a stunning 33-ft country kitchen 
w/ss appliances, quartz countertops, 
large walk-in pantry, & beautiful Brazilian 
cherry flooring. The kitchen flows 
seamlessly into the 26-ft front-to-back 
living/family rm, highlighted by a raised-hearth pellet stove, & formal dining rm 
adorned w/custom moldings. Sliding doors provide easy access to rear deck, 
perfect for indoor-outdoor gatherings. Upstairs, the generous primary suite 
includes a walk-in closet & en-suite bath w/soak tub & separate shower. 
2 additional bedrooms, another full bath with laundry complete the level. 
The finished lower level offers additional heated living and entertainment space, 
while the heated two-car garage provides year-round comfort/convenience. 
For equestrian or hobby farmers, the property features a two-stall barn w/water 
and electric w/2 paddocks & ample room for horses, goats, cows or more.Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

8 Martin Rd, Brookfield — $560,000
This custom hip-roof Colonial is located in the 

desirable Tantasqua School District. The property 
features 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a walk-out basement, 
a walk-up attic, and a two-car garage. Please contact 

me if you would like more information.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

Prepaid Card
with a purchase of AAA Battery

$25
Claim a

Prepaid Card
with a purchase of Legend or 
Legend Premium AGM Battery

$20
Claim a

Buy 1 Legend, Legend Premium AGM, 
or AAA Battery and claim a Prepaid Card

Please see store associate 
for details. Redeem online 
at NAPArebates.com by 
9/15/26. Terms & Conditions 
apply. Limit 2 per household. 
Excludes Proformer, 
Commercial, Marine and 
Lawn & Garden batteries.


