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Select Board extends
radio agreement

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

BROOKFIELD - The
Select Board revisited the
agreement between the town
and Apple Country Radio
that allows the station to
use a room in the Town Hall
known as the green room at
their meeting last Wednes-
day.

This comes after the orig-
inal agreement which was
signed last year expired in
April, and the board extend-
ed it 90 days to consult with
legal counsel.

At the June 17 meeting,
the board said they received
a letter from town counsel
suggesting the town con-
tinue the agreement as a li-
cense agreement rather than
a lease agreement, because
there are separate legal pro-
cesses.

Interim Town Adminis-
trator Blythe Robinson said
she was comfortable with
that recommendation, as it
allows the radio station to
broadcast but also protects
the town. Robinson said the
town owns the property, and
should have latitude in case
something happens, so they

are not locked up in a lease
agreement.

Part of the discussion
was to have the radio sta-
tion pay $2,100 per year to
utilize the room, but Select
Board member Richard
Chaffee said that might not
be enough, taking into ac-
count heating, cooling and
electricity.

Select Board member
Beth Coughlin said the
board should not base the
price of the station on fair
market value if the agree-
ment is a license agreement,
because that is a step in the
lease agreement process.

Apple Country Radio
founder Sharon Mahoney
said there is no heating or
cooling in the green room,
or another room the station
utilizes called the mezza-
nine, and they do not use an
electric heater in the room,
because that decision should
be left up to the people who
use it, including the radio
station and IT director Ja-
cob Gorham.

She also said the cost
of electricity was based
on a former cost of $157

See BROOKFIELD
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100 and ftabulous

Milie Reed celebrates centennial birthday
V8

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
—Mildred “Millie” Reed cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday
surrounded by family and
friends at her residence at
Brookhaven Assisted Care
last week.

The June 17 party fea-
tured live music by Lori
Brooks, a variety of refresh-
ments, a birthday cake, and
an outpouring of support
for Reed, who spent many
years living in neighboring
Warren.

Reed was born during
the Great Depression in
1926, the daughter of John
and Fabiola Brunelle. Her
family moved around a lot
during this time, and she re-
membered eating only oat-
meal and water.

A proud Republican,
Reed recalled voting in her
first presidential election,
and selecting candidate
Dwight D. Eisenhower.

At the party, Reed’s

See MILLIE
PAGE 5

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Millie Reed celebrated her 100th birthday with family and friends at Brookhaven Assisted Care on June 17.

BOS holds
gravel pit
licensing
hearing

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The Board of
Selectmen held a hearing re-
garding new regulations on
gravel pit operations in the
town at their meeting last
Tuesday.

Chair Jamie Gilman said
this bylaw was recommend-
ed by the Planning Board
to ensure activities on grav-
el pits were consistent with
the regulations. He said the
original bylaw was approved
unanimously at the annual
town meeting of 2023, but it
had not been enforced until
2026.

Building Inspector John
Couture and Police Chief
Ryan Daley each inspected
the properties with gravel
pits, and recommended all
of them be re-licensed, so
the board voted to approve
the licenses of several resi-
dents in attendance who op-
erate gravel pits.

Executive assistant
Mary-Beth Kularski said
the annual license fee is
$100, but she sent out a let-
ter charging $50 since the
regulations were acted on
halfway through the year.

John Kaminski, a resi-
dent who has a gravel pit,
said his property has been
grandfathered in, and the
property has had a pit for 70
years without issue. Kamins-

See N BROOKFIELD
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nesses.

Summer Solstice
celebration returns
to West Brookfield

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— It happened again, on the
exact same day as last year,
June 20, at the same place,
and by the same two im-
presarios, The Joy of Beans
and West Brookfield Art &
Frame Gallery.

They are making the
two venues together more
or less the cultural capital
of the town of West Brook-
field.

The day itself is the
Summer Solstice, that is the

longest day, and the short-
est night of the year. Sans
storm and rain, it is usually
wonderfully pleasant.

Why wouldn’t someone
want to have a good time?

At 10 and 12 East Main
St., two businesses front the
street such that the parking
lots together, without ve-
hicles provide a space that
would be a natural spot for
a party.

West Brookfield Art &
Frame Gallery, at 10 East
Main St. is where you’ll
find “gifts and original art-
work by local artists; com-
plete custom framing ser-
vices; a vast, vintage poster
and print collection, and
friendly service.” It is oper-
ated by Rebecca Fay.

TURLEY PHOTOSBY RICHARD MURPHY
Joy Hinton and Rebecca Fay are shown at the Summer Solstice celebration hosted at their two busi-

Great weather, lovely place,
lively band, fine food

The Joy of Beans, at 12
East Main St. is headquar-
ters of Joy Hinton’s cof-
fee operation that sources
gourmet brews from all
over the planet. The cof-
fee is renowned, but that is
only the beginning as the
shop has teas and pastries
as well as events such last
year’s International Chess
Day.

The two have something
else in their favor. If there
is a deity that governs the
weather, that spirit is in
Joy and Rebecca’s corner.
There had been predictions
of some precipitation in
the days previous, but the

See SUMMER SOLSTICE
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Select Board approves
housing production plan

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - The
Select Board approved a
housing production plan
as recommended by the
Affordable Housing Trust
and the Planning Board at
their meeting last Monday.

At the June 15 meeting,
Town Planner Jean Bubon
said a housing production
plan is updated every six
years, and the last one ex-
pired in March. She said
the trust had been working
on this new plan since Jan-
uary.

Bubon said there was
a community survey, a fo-
rum, interviews and data
gathered from citizens for
this plan.

Housing consultant
Karen Sunnarborg said
the plan is detailed and
comprehensive, and the
housing production is a
subset of Mass General
Law chapter 40B, regional
planning. She said if the
town produces 20 units
that meet the requirements
of the plan, they enter into
safe harbor for a year, and
if they produce 40 units,
they get two years of safe
harbor.

Sunnarborg said this
gives the town more pow-
er over developer’s plans
if the town deems the use
inappropriate.

She said under the plan,
developments have to tar-
get people making 80% of
the median income of the
town, and there are work-
ing families involved. She
said one of the main focus-
es is rental housing, along

with downsizing and first
time homeowners as well.

Sunnarborg said some
ideas the trust came up
with was looking into a
starter housing bylaw,
which brings financial in-
centives for an overlay
district for smaller, more
dense housing. She said
another idea was cottage
housing, where many
smaller homes are built
around a central green
space.

She said one of the key
pieces of this program is
agreement between the
developer and the town,
where the town helps pro-
vide direction to develop-
ers based on priorities, and
the town files jointly with
the developer for the proj-
ect.

Timber harvest plan

A representative from
Hull Forest Products Inc.
described a plan for a
forest cutting plan at 155
Breakneck Road. He said
the property has had sim-
ilar work done dating back
to the 18th century, and
more recently had har-
vests done in 1976 by Rossi
Hardwoods, 1986 by Bill
Hull and from 1996 to the
early 2000s by Sam Hull.

The representative said
this plan is for about 260
acres out of the approx-
imately 320 acres on the
property to improve the
health of the forest, and
improve habitat and rec-
reation opportunities. He
said there are some water
and wetland crossings,

See STURBRIDGE
PAGE 10
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TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The Kids run took place on West Brookfield common during the inaugural Dashing into Summer 5K and Kid’s Run, put together by the West
Brookfield Elementary School PTO.

Vivianna Chamberry, age 4, participated in the kid’s run and received
a medal.

Dash into Summer

had various raffles going on,
including a 50/50 raffle and
a table of raffle prizes such
as tickets to the Woo Sox

PTO hosts inaugura/ also supported by many Greg, Joe and Herschel were and gift certificates. I
5K fundrai volunteers, including mem- doing some stretch exercises The PTO also accepted
unaraiser bers of the Quaboag Honor  to get ready. donations of old sneakers
Society. Those who participat- {0 recycle.
By Ryan Drago The fun began with the ed in the 5K came from A cornhole match was
Staff Writer Kid’s Run, with a course all over the region. Aidan taking place between vol-
rdrago@turley.com outlined on the common. of Sturbridge and Kelan unteers Cody and Cole. Ca-

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The inaugural Dash into
Summer 5K and Kid’s Run
was held to benefit the West
Brookfield Elementary

President Madalyne
Chamberlain called all the
runners to the starting line.
Family and friends looked
on and cheered for the kids

of Oakham ran together
during the 5K and started
the run together right up
front at the starting line.
The Dash into Summer

The start of the 5K with adults and teens participating.

School PTO and had close
to 100 participants.

At the June 20 event,
Treasurer of the WBES
PTO Amanda Wodyga said
they’re “planning on doing
it again” next year.

The West Brookfield El-
ementary School PTO pro-
vides funding for a variety
of student events through-
out the year. The PTO is

as they dashed their way
through the course.

Vivianna Chamberry, age
4, was participating in her
third fun run this past week-
end. Her previous runs in-
clude a fun run in New Lon-
don last year, and a spooky
run in Sturbridge.

A lot of runners were
warming up on the common
prior to the 5K. Friends

event also had a mix of ven-
dors and activities, includ-
ing a gaga pit set up by Cub
Scout Pack #159, who rep-
resent Brookfield and West
Brookfield.

Children also enjoyed
facepainting and balloon
twisting before and after the
runs.

Members of the PTO

R
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Tree Trimming and Removal
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dence and Reagan were in
the middle of a competitive
game of Giant Jenga.

“The wind is winning so
far,” Reagan said, as Jenga
blocks continued to fall.

Vendors included Grace
Wellness, which helps em-
power men and women to
sustain  healthy lifestyles
habits. Representing Grace
Wellness was Karen Roche-
leau, a National Board-Cer-
tified Health & Wellness
Coach who supports clients
through life coaching and
whole-body health pro-
grams.

For  crafters, Diane
Loughrey of All From The
Heart Crafts provided 3D
printed crafts of all kinds.

Brynne’s  Bread  of
Oakham had their food
truck parked on the com-
mon. Brynne Stark and her
daughter Rosie were serving
customers during and after
the 5K and Kid’s Run.

Brynne’s Bread has been
operating for the last 16
years and has operated their
food truck for the last two
years. Stark said her most
popular pastries according
to customers are cinnamon
rolls, sourdough, her breads
and whoopie pies.

The first ever Dash into
Summer 5K and Kid’s Run
was a success and will be
back in West Brookfield.
More information about
the West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School PTO can be
found on its Facebook Page,
“WBES PTO.”

Katerina Landon crossed the fin-
ish line during the first ever Dash
into Summer 5K.

Cody.

President of the West Brookfield Elementary School PTO Madalyne
Chamberlain called all the runners to the start prior to the Kid’s Run.
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Red, white and boom

Annual fireworks
show enjoyed at
Quaboag

WARREN - The War-
ren Parks Department held
its annual fireworks show
at Quaboag Regional Mid-
dle High School last Friday,
welcoming the start of sum-
mer.

Prior to the start of the
fireworks show, people en-
joyed live music by Wonder-
land Mafia, face painting
and feather hair extensions,
a bounce house, food trucks
and vendors.

The Warren Parks De-
partment will continue its
summer entertainment with

its Concerts in the Park se-
ries on Friday, June 26 at
6 p.m., featuring Moose
and the High Tops at Dean
Park, end of Dean Street in
West Warren. Bring a blan-
ket or chair.

This concert will have a
“bounce house blow out,”
with multiple bounce hous-
es and an obstacle course.
The concert is free, but two-
hour wristband admission
to the bounce houses is $15
per person with sales begin-
ning at 5:45 p.m.

These events are spon-
sored in part by a grant from
the Warren Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency which is
sponsored by the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, a
state agency.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CAMREN ROBERTSON

Friends enjoyed the fireworks show and the start of summer.

AJ Paquette had hIS face painted at the fireworks show A child got some cotton candy.

Lake Wickaboag ‘Lights Up’ for
nation’s 250th on July 4th

East Brookfield Public Library
lists summer events

WEST BROOKFIELD
— To celebrate our nation’s
250th birthday, the Lake
Wickaboag  Preservation
Association is  sponsor-
ing a 4th of July weekend
spectacular in the theme
of “The Spirit of America
— Light Up Lake Wickabo-
ag.”

Cash prizes will be
earned by several, bragging
rights will be claimed by
many, and lots of fun will
be had by all.

3, the weekend will include
displays of patriotic and
themed docks, boats and
decorated cottages.

On Saturday, July 4, at
approximately 6:30 p.m., a
massive boat tie up center
lake is planned to recite
the Pledge of Allegiance
and sing the Star Spangled
Banner.

Following at 7 p.m.,
a full “Light Up Lake
Wickaboag” parade will
start at the Boat Club and
continue cruising into the

night.

If you can’t get out on
the lake in a boat, kayak
or canoe, no worries. Pack
your beach chairs and pic-
nic baskets or relax on
a floatic within the town
beach area.

Whether an active par-
ticipant or spectator, you
won’t want to miss it.

For more details, check
the LWPA Facebook page,
visit  lakewickaboag.com,
or email LWPAO1585@
gmail.com.

EAST BROOKFIELD —
The East Brookfield Public
Library, 122 Connie Mack
Drive, will host Game Day
Afternoon on Thursday at 3
p-m., starting on June 25.

Come learn to play dif-
ferent card games, like Uno,
Go Fish, War and more. All
ages are welcome to attend.

Reading Buddies
Reading Buddies will
start on Thursday, June 25
at 2 p.m. Please call the li-
brary for your child to be

matched with another child.

Movie Time

Movie Time will be held
on select Mondays at 1 p.m.
Dates include June 22, July
6, July 20, Aug. 3 and Aug.
17.

Stop by the library with
your lunch and enjoy a
block buster movie and

meet new friends.

Summer Eats Program

The library will host
the Summer Eats Program
June 29 through Aug. 13
from 11 a.m.-noon. All
children are welcome to
come by the library and
pick up a free breakfast
and lunch meal.
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Kohlrabi - The first
question of summer

A reader
of ‘In the
Garden’
wrote in
with  this
question
for  the
Garden
Lady: “Can you tell
me why my kohlra-
bi did not make a
bulb? I have grown
them all my life
and enjoyed them
shredded like cole-
slaw or cooked with a
white sauce. I also know I
can use the leaves in stir fry.
Thanks for any advice you
might have.”

While I am not highly
experienced when it comes
to kohlrabi culture, I ap-
plied a few basic gardening
principles to come up with
some ideas as to why you
are having issues with bulb
development, some within
your control and others left
up to Mother Nature.

Kohlrabi is a member of
the cabbage family, a cruci-
ferous vegetable. Think cab-
bage, broccoli, kale, Brus-
sels’s sprouts, etc.

The swollen stem is
considered the “bulb” but
it does not grow below
ground. Picture the heart
of cabbage or the stem of
broccoli swollen to look like
a flying saucer of sorts.

As our reader men-
tioned, they are great in
coleslaw and they keep a
long time. Like other mem-
bers of this family, they are
considered highly nutri-
tious.

Let’s start with fertility.
For the biggest, bulbous
stem, think less nitrogen
and more potassium and
phosphorus.

I'm curious if you fer-
tilized with high nitrogen
sources, such as composted
manure, blood meal or fish
emulsion? Or perhaps used
a chemical fertilizer with a
ratio such as 10-5-5?

The first number would
indicate a higher amount of
nitrogen than the other two
numbers for phosphorus
and potassium, respectively.

Another thought would
be that kohlrabi can some-
times resist proper bulb
formation if it is spaced too
close together. Planting a
minimum of eight inches
apart gives the plant enough
space to do it’s thing.

Since you’ve had luck
with kohlrabi in the past,

I'm thinking ei-
ther of these
scenarios are
likely not the
case, unless you
are  gardening
in a new lo-
cale with new
materials or
more limit-
ed space.

T h e
other two
consider-

ations  are
Mother Na-
ture related.

As I recall, we had a
burst of hotter than normal
weather in late May. Since
Kohlrabi is a cool weather
crop, thriving at tempera-
tures less than 75 degrees,
the heat stress could have
signaled the crop to bolt
without ever forming a
bulb.

Are your plants tall and
spindly, or are they oth-
erwise well developed? If
you installed transplants,
perhaps the trouble start-
ed even before the plants
even made their way into
your garden. Just another
thought!

The second weather relat-
ed issue is moisture. Mother
Nature has not been gener-
ous in the rain department.
Sometimes when droughty
conditions are followed by
bouts of deep soaking, the
would-be bulbous stems
can crack or get fibrous be-
fore actually bulbing up.

Since we have had less
rain that what would be
ideal, providing consistent
moisture is key.

Although I am not 100%
certain why you are having
issues this year, I hope that
you do give kohlrabi anoth-
er try. Maybe it was just an
off year.

Typically we gardeners
are an optimistic lot and
our motto is “If at first
you don’t succeed, try, try
again.” That, I know we
will.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 34 years she
has held the position of
staff  horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the
subject line.

A 320-mile
hike on the
Appalachian
Trail

By Julie Midura

When we stepped onto
the Appalachian Trail for a
26 day, 310-mile backpack-
ing trip from Fontana Dam,
North Carolina to Damas-
cus, Virginia, we had no
idea what adventures-and
misadventures-lay ahead.

We had no idea that
on our very first night in
the Great Smoky Moun-
tains, we would come face
to face with a large black
bear, who would Iunge
forward, clamp his enor-
mous jaws around another
hiker’s backpack — which
happened to be lying by my
feet — and lumber off into
the woods with it.

We never imagined that
the same fearless bear
would return to the camp-
site a half a dozen times
throughout the night while
we were snuggled in our
two-person sleeping bag.
Or that we would be stand-
ing outside of our tent at
midnight blowing whis-
tles as the bear slowly ap-
proached us —the beam of
light from our headlamps
igniting the bear’s eyes a
golden yellow.

Or that Tom would
pick up a medium-sized
boulder and lift it over his
head in case the bear came
any closer. Or that other
backpackers who had been
sleeping in the nearby shel-
ter would race towards us
with headlamps shining
like spotlights through the
shadowed forest, and one
of them would dispense
bear spray directly into the
bear’s face to finally ward it
off for the last time.

Or that, due to this
close encounter, Smoky
Mountain National Park
officials would close the
campsite to hikers the fol-
lowing day.

This is the longest back-
packing trip Tom and I
have ever embarked on.

In our attempt to hike
all 2,200 miles of the Ap-
palachian Trail, we know
that we need to amp up the
mileage with each trip we
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take. At 61 and 69 years
old, we likely have limit-
ed time before our bodies
protest against this type of
strenuous activity.

But being out here is
about so much more than
making miles and achiev-
ing a goal. It’s about redis-
covering who we are away
from the creature comforts
we are accustomed to.

Away from the chaos.
Away from the responsibil-
ities. Away from the noise.

As 1 write this, we are
halfway through our trip.
We’ve been out here on trail
for 13 days, hiking between
nine and 11 hours each day.

We have been awed by
the power of nature in the
aftermath of Hurricane
Helene. Been pelted by tor-
rential rain while thunder
rumbled overhead and have
melted in 90-degree heat
under a blazing sun.

We have stood on the
highest mountain on the
entire Appalachian Trail,
the 6,640-foot summit of
Kuwohi, formerly known
as Clingmans’s Dome.
Played “who’s going to
blink first” with a five-foot
long snake.

We’ve stood atop moun-
tains looking at views that
have taken our breath away,
and we’ve sat side-by-side
on the ground in the mid-
dle of the forest, our legs
stretched out on the dirt
and our heads leaning back
against our backpacks,
simply watching the clouds
dance across the sky.

Tonight, we have pitched
our tent on a bed of pine
needles under a tree, not
far from the summit of Big
Bald. We are surrounded
by twisted, gnarled trees
and rocks the size of mo-
bile homes.

It feels as though we are
in a cloak and dagger mys-
tery novel.

After eating our freeze-
dried dinner of beef and
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pasta, we walked 150 feet
up the trail to a small view-
point, where we sat down
on a large flat rock for al-
most an hour while wait-
ing for the sun to meet the
horizon.

We talked about every-
thing. And nothing. Im-
portant things and nonsen-
sical things.

We relived our days out
here so far. Reminisced
about past adventures and
future plans. Talked about
family. Life. Dreams.

I snuggled in closer to
Tom as the air chilled. And
we waited.

The sun hung Ilow.
Clouds caught the fading
sunlight and the golden
orb blazed through them
with such intensity that we
briefly looked away. But
when the sun drifted lower,
we watched the world catch
fire in shades of crimson,
orange and gold.

Like strokes on canvas,
the sky was transformed,
leaving us breathless.

Our conversation
paused. The earth slowed.
The world existed only in
the present moment. Time
stood still.

Once the sun disap-
peared behind the distant
ridges-leaving the lingering
shades of blue and pink
and purple behind — Tom
and I stood, bowed our
heads, and praised God for
his goodness.

Then we slowly walked
hand in hand back to our
tent as darkness descended
on the forest.

Over the past eight years
of backpacking, with well
over a thousand miles com-
pleted, there are about five
nights on trail that T will
never forget.

This is now one of them.

Stay tuned for the sec-
ond half of our backpack-
ing trip in a future edition
of the newspaper.

Onward!
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Staff Writer
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NORTH BROOK-
FIELD -~ The School
Committee held a regular
meeting last Monday where
Timothy McCormick, the
superintendent of North
Brookfield Public Schools
gave a presentation on test
scores and ideas from the
school community on the
future of the district.

At the June 15 meeting,
McCormick presented re-
sults from a Measures of
Academic Progress test that
was administered at all lev-
els, but the results for the
high school were not yet
available. McCormick said
the MAP test is designed to
examine student growth and
achievements, and look at
progress regardless of grade
level.

He said the academic
team designed a four step
process for the review of
scores including describing,
reflecting, interpreting and

prioritizing. Some of the
strengths based on the re-
sults were grade four math,
which scored in the 8lst
percentile, grade five math,
which scored in the 68th
percentile and grade five
reading, which scored in the
65th percentile, according
to McCormick’s presenta-
tion.

There were also two
examples of students in
cohorts A and B that im-
proved significantly, the stu-
dent in cohort A gaining 43
percentile points over three
years, and the student in co-
hort B gaining 53 points in
that same time.

There were also some ar-
eas to focus on highlighted
in the presentation, includ-
ing grade six reading, which
averaged in the 43rd percen-
tile, grade six math which
averaged between the 41st
and 43rd percentile, grade
eight reading which aver-
aged in the 28th percentile
and grade eight math which
averaged between the 39th
and 42nd percentile.

- community -
Superintendent presents test scores, ideas for future

McCormick said the in-
terpretation from this data
is there is strength in the ele-
mentary school and a gap in
the middle grades, meaning
there is a need to fine-tune
instruction in those grades.
Some next steps include
targeting middle school
reading, expanding student
teacher conferences and
aligning the MAP tests with
MCAS.

School Committee mem-
ber Nancy Waldron asked
what could be driving the
lower results in the middle
school, and McCormick
said they have implemented
a new program called high
quality instructional materi-
al, and staff are still learning
how to use it appropriately.

Reimagining North
Brookfield
McCormick said there
were multiple sessions with
the school community, in-
cluding listening sessions
with students, staff and par-
ents where they gave input
on what they want to see

moving forward in North
Brookfield Public Schools.

McCormick said some of
the priorities that came out
of these meetings include
career readiness, student
choice (electives and clubs),
community connections
and wellness and belonging
initiatives. He said other pri-
orities included expanding
student opportunities, cre-
ating an advisory board and
bringing back a study hall
block.

McCormick said stu-
dents want more Advanced
Placement and dual en-
rollment classes for college
credit, wellness days, and a
focus on arts and innovative
career pathways. He said
some ideas to meet these
needs include phasing in AP
classes, having a social emo-
tional learning block, invit-
ing guest speakers for career
days, and bringing more
structure into the school day.
McCormick said there were
students asking for Spanish
classes, so the board voted

to move forward with post-
ing a position for a full-time
Spanish teacher.

Student representative

Student  representative
Noah Gillette said the high
school held class elections
on June 10, and the rising
sixth graders will hold their
elections in the fall. He said
there was a class day and
field day on June 5, and an
overnight lock in for Stu-
dent Council members on
June 18, where they partic-
ipate in team building activ-
ities.

Financial report

McCormick said as of
the June 15 meeting, there
was about $730,000 remain-
ing in the general fund,
which would be expended by
the end of the fiscal year. He
said they would carry over
$500,000 between Circuit
Breaker and school choice
funds, and those figures are
aside from $1.3 million in
fiscal year 2027 offsets.

McCormick also said an
application has been sub-

mitted to the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office for a grant relat-
ed to a new cell phone policy
that will roll out in the fall.
He said the $10,000 grant
will cover Yonder pouches,
which restricts access to cell
phones during school hours.

Recognitions and donations

McCormick recognized
the class advisors and coun-
selors for the work they have
done for the end of year
events, and also recognized
the elementary school staff
and parents for their help at
field day.

Chairman Matt Grant
recognized softball coach
Shiela Leblanc on her retire-
ment after over 30 years.

The senior class donated
a tree and a plaque in re-
membrance of late teacher,
Damian Sarrette; the Par-
ent Teacher Organization
donated $273 to the mu-
sic department, Michael
Kittredge donated $120 and
a resident donated flags for
the school.
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MILLIE FROM PAGE 1

friends said she was both an
accomplished painter and
a dedicated nurse. She also
went to college, which was
uncommon during her time.
Reed said she was a care-
taker for her father for three
years, her mother for seven
years and her husband, Er-
win Harry Reed, for 20 years.
“He’s been gone 34 years,”
Reed said of her husband.
The Reeds had two chil-
dren during their 40+ year
marriage, Erwin Harry Reed
Jr. and Sandra Aulenback.
Family has always been
important to Reed, who said
her mother inspired her artis-
tic side. She said they would
stencil and quilt together.
“My mother and I always
were together,” she said.
Many of her family mem-
bers were able to attend her
100th birthday party, includ-
ing her son and her brother,
Raymond Brunelle. Reed
said her brother served a

R

Ty
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Millie Reed blew out the candles on her birthday cake.

year in Vietnam, and that
he was approaching his 95th
birthday.

Reed was also joined at
her party by many grand-
children and great-grand-
children, including some that
traveled from California for
the special day.

Reed continues to be ac-

tive in her community, and
her friend’s said she never
skips a song or dance at the
Warren Senior Center.

Turning 100 has been bit-
tersweet for Reed, who said
she is both happy and sad
about the milestone.

“Sad because I've lost just
about everyone,” she said.
“And happy to have such a
gathering of relatives and
friends.”

While blowing out the
candles on her cake, Reed
asked if she could make a
wish to live 100 more years.

The staff at Brookhaven
Assisted Care said Reed has
touched the lives of a lot of
people.

“She has such a big com-
munity,” BillyJo said.

Manager Erin thanked
everyone who made the par-
ty a success, including Heidi
McDermott at Shaw’s super-
market, Green Thumb Flo-
rist in West Brookfield, and
Reed’s friend who baked the
cake.

N BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

ki said he did not want to
sign a new contract because
the board could change the
regulations in the following
year.

Gilman said that is not
true, because once a prop-
erty is grandfathered in, it is
permanent.

Gilman said the rea-
son this bylaw was rec-
ommended was there
were some gravel pits
whose operations did not
align with the specifica-
tions, and this bylaw al-
lows the town to keep an
eye on changes of use. He
said the bylaw is the only
way to have control over
the pits, because without
a regulation, there are no
violations.

Kaminski said this is
a “99%” rule, where most
people are following the
regulations, but have to
make up for one person dis-
obeying them.

Gilman said the intent
was not to interrupt any
businesses, but this bylaw
allows for consistency and
fairness.

Gilman said Kaminski
would have to pay the $100
fee, but a resident who was
with him said that would
not happen because they
pay property taxes.

The resident asked if
the people who voted on
the bylaw had gravel pits.
Gilman said it was an an-
nual town meeting of less
than 100 people who vot-
ed on it.

Spending requests

The board approved
several spending requests
from the Highway Depart-
ment. The department re-
quested to spend $291.84
for a piston for a leaking
plow, $4,385.49 for shop
supplies, $650 for a trim-
mer, $5,358.24 for 12 tires,
including for a Mack and a
sander, along with $1,423.01
for ball joint replacements
for a Ford F450.

Reserve fund requests

The board approved sev-
eral reserve fund requests,
including $1,620.45 to li-
brary heat for excess fiscal
year 2026 expenses, $903.40
to the fire maintenance ac-
count for pest control and
$900.83 to the fire equip-
ment account for turnout
gear.

Fire/Highway costs
The board approved a
quote for dirt for the Fire/
Highway project from Bond
Sand Gravel and Asphalt
totaling $2,396, including
20 tons of dirt at $29.95 per
ton and four loads of mate-
rial at $599 per load.
Gilman said Bond is do-
nating the trucking for a
savings of $520. The board
also approved the fire and
highway spend up to $500
for grass seed and hay for
the project from Klem’s.

Fuel bids

The board passed over
signing contracts with Pe-
tersen Oil for diesel fuel
and Frantacelli Oil for #2
heating oil because of some
confusion regarding word-
ing in the contracts.

\215 Main St

The board signed a
three-year lease for the
town offices at 215 Main St.
from June 30, 2026 to June
30, 2029, at an annual rent
of $38,239.44 for approxi-
mately 4,460 square feet of
office space.

Donations
The board accepted a
$100 donation to Parks and
Recreation, along with a
separate donation of four
bundt cakes from Marsha
Ort.

Public comment

A resident was con-
cerned about operations
at 45 Hines Bridge Road,
where there is a gravel pit.
They said after a change of
ownership, the new owner
has not honored hours of
operation, and there have
been more trucks and activ-
ity, including weekends and
holidays.

The resident also said
they have faced intimidat-
ing behavior from the new
owners. Kularski said the
Building Inspector said the
property was clean, and
had no issues.

Another resident said he
wanted an update on road
reconstruction on Mount
Pleasant Street. He said
he cannot get through the
road, and has heard mul-
tiple different answers on
when the project will be
completed.

Kularski said it is a fed-
eral project, and the town
has no control over it.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.
Come experience this for yourself.

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM
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Gregg, Sparky and Bill of Spooner Well performe.

SUMMER SOLSTICE
FROM PAGE 1

evening would be all that
one could ask for.

Certainly, the men pro-
viding the music would be
glad of that. Spooner Well
is a popular local band not-
ed for an eclectic style. You
name it they play it.

To illustrate the versatili-
ty, after performing “Peace-
ful easy feeling”, the trio
played a Celtic sounding
tune by member Bill that
was a complete departure.

The band’s name harks
back to the America Revo-
lution. Bathsheba Spoon-
er was less than happily
married to a wealthy Tory

farmer, Joshua Spooner.
Three men, on her behalf,
murdered Joshua and threw
him down the well. Hence
Spooner Well.

All involved were hung.
Crime didn’t pay.

Heading in the opposite
direction from the band, one
arrived at the tent setting up
to provide sustenance to the
assembled. Flames Restau-
rant has venues in the Bos-
ton area. Flames provided
the food last year, and they
must have done something
right as they were back
again.

Chef Noel was busy
preparing the cuisine. Joy’s
Husband, Travis is longtime
friends with Noel.

community

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

The menu was Jamaican
chicken dishes and sides and
was doing a brisk business.

So, folks were hanging
out, eating or conversing as
the evening progressed. To
the right of the band was
the Community Manda-
la Project. It was a poster
where now and again some-
one would come over and
take a marker and add to
what someone else had pre-
viously posted.

A mandala is defined as
a graphic depiction of the
spiritual universe and its
myriad realms and deities.
In asking about what the
organizers intended, the re-
sponse was it was just for
fun.

Chef Noel of Flames Restaurant wa at the helm.

And why not. At the Sol-
stice the universe could be
whatever you want it to be.

It all continued, with Joy
and Rebecca having every
reason to be satisfied with
the evening.

The ladies never stop and
certainly have more plans.

Rebecca shared some of
Art & Frame’s upcoming
events. On Aug. 7, “Sun-
rise — A Postpartum Show”
is planned. What could that
be? Gallery artist Vanessa

Varjian will share paintings
from her first year of moth-
erhood. Come on the 7th if
you can from 5-7 p.m., but
the show will hang for a
month.

On Sept. 4 there will be
“Avian Obsession.” That is
the stunning work of Evan

Lipton, “a man with a keen
interest in our feathered
friends.” Stop in from 5-7
p-m.

At West Brookfield Art
& Frame art does not stop.

Shows and demonstrations
will continue through the
year.

As for Joy, well, some-
thing is always being
planned, and interesting,
not that what goes on at 12
East Main St isn’t always
such.

The longest day of 2026
continued with all in atten-
dance lingering on enjoying
each other’s company, and
the music and food and bev-
erages as summer began.

BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

per year, which former
Town Administrator Ron-
ald Aponte requested be
changed to $179. She said
Chaffee agreed to that
cost at the time. There
were also questions about
whether the costs of the
room were contingent on
broadcasting, to which
Mahoney said there were
no specifications in the
agreement.

Mahoney said there is
also an insurance cost of
about $2,100 per year, and
they cannot afford an in-

crease. She requested to
maintain the current costs
and assess after a year.

She said they are close
to starting broadcasts out
of the room, but there is
still some electric work
needed. She said the radio
station could technical-
ly be broadcast from her
home, but it would cost
$4,500 and 10 gigabyte
internet, and she would
not want volunteers going
through her home.

The board voted to ex-
tend the current agreement
another 30 days, and also
voted to allow Mahoney
to work with Robinson.

Appointments

The board unanimous-
ly approved the appoint-
ment of Matthew Schle-
gel as a full-time police
officer. Police Chief Michael
Blanchard said he has five
years of experience.

The board also appoint-
ed Marylou Rowe as town
treasurer at a rate of $45 per
hour. Robinson said she is a
qualified treasurer and col-
lector who works as an assis-
tant accountant in another
community, and will contin-
ue working there while pro-
viding work in Brookfield
three days a week.

The board also approved

56 57
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Nocturnal S. American
rodent 44,

5. Requesting

11. Give temporarily

12. Excitedness

16. Armed Forces branch

17. Actor Harris

18. Middle Eastern capital

19. Air hostesses

24. Partner to “Pa”

25. Percussion instrument

26. Popular computers

more

30. Absence of difficulty

31. A public announcement
of a proposed marriage

33. Whittles

34. Impact

38. Serviceman

39. A French river

40. Prehistoric people

64. Relating to passerine
birds
65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
1. Colorless fluid
2. 0f a main artery
3. Photographer’s tool
4. Blues Traveler hit “But

43. Messenger ribonucleic 7

acid

__Clapton, musician

45. Ancient Greek sophist 7.

49, Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)

50. Singer Hansard

51. Away to disentangle

53. Atomic #93

54. Manifesting approval

56. Indigo bush ute

58. Former AL MVP Vaughn

59. Off-Broadway theater

5. Grew older
6. Not the leader

10. Wildebeests

bytes

15. Type of cat

27. Reduce light award 21. The ancient Egyptian 47. More open
28. Asian mountainrange  60. Fencers sun god 48. Most slick
29. Every one of two or 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.) 22. Pouches 50. Needles

30. Body part

33. Political action
committee
34. Snack food

__Lang (country singer)
8. Adriver’s license isone  38.
9. Nests of pheasants

13. Equal to one quintillion

14. Japanese three-stringed

20. It cools your home

23. German trigraph
27. Form of Persian
29. Measurement unit

31. Bridge building degree
32. Indicates position

35. Front part of a
quadruped

36. Locate

37. Pitching statistic

_,myselfand |

40. City in Utah

41. They play in the
trenches

42. “Can’t Touch This”
rapper __ Hammer

44, Type of tree

45, Performers

46. Slang for mistake

51. University of Dayton

52. Atomic #11

54. Large fish of the
mackerel family

55. Not any

57. __and behold

61. Popular sports highlight
show (abbr.)

62. “The Great Lakes State”

an agreement for assessing
services with Diane Bish-
op, who the board said will
provide remote work for
day-to-day duties like phone
calls and emails. The cost of
her services was approved at
$7,500.

Spending requests

The Police Department
requested to spend mon-
ey for a new water heater.
Blanchard said it was fixed
in January, but did not last
long and they need a new
one. He said the money
would be transferred from
an overtime account to an
expense account.

The Water Department
also requested to spend
money for emergency sup-
plies, which Water Commis-
sion Chair Don Taft said
were used during a water
main break on Mill Street.
Each request was approved
by the Select Board.

The board also approved
various end of year trans-
fers.

South Pond Beach updates

Beach Committee Chair
Jeff Clark said the buoys
were put into the water at
South Pond, and a per-
mit was gotten by the new
Board of Health Chair Jake
Hill.

Clark said there has not
been any vegetation man-
agement at South Pond due
to Highway Department

turnover. He said there was
vandalism of a porta potty
found. Clark said there was
some concern about ticks
along with nothing being
done for accessibility.

Transfer station deck

The board voted to allow
Chaffee to receive quotes
for repairs of the deck at
the transfer station. Cough-
lin said she already had one
contractor look at it.

Robinson said earlier
on the day of the meet-
ing, someone put their foot
through a crack in the deck.

Administrative items

The board approved a re-
sponse by Robinson, which
was reviewed by town coun-
sel, to an open meeting law
complaint filed by Christo-
pher Kelleher dated May
22, 2026. The board also
approved an invoice from
the Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning Com-
mission and signed a con-
tract with Eric Kinsherf for
accounting services in fiscal
year 2027.

The board acknowledged
reports from the Police De-
partment and grant writer.

FY 27 board appoint-
ments

There were several ap-
pointments to boards and
committees to start July 1,
the new fiscal year, includ-
ing the following: Barbara
Haberlin, Steve Novak and
Shelby Hill to the Agricul-

tural Commission. Alan
Jones, Kaitlin Servant, Mi-
chelle Mandella, Clark, Mi-
chelle Clark and Christine
Murray to the Beach Com-
mittee

Michael Creighton and
Jacob Gorham to the Ca-
ble Advisory Committee.
Coughlin to the Capital Im-
provement Planning Com-
mittee. Elisabeth Olesin and
Meghan Crane to the Com-
munications Committee.
Arthur Tatro as Constable.
Sandra Couture and Don-
na Killam to the Council on
Aging.

Carol Plumb to the His-
torical Commission. Pau-
la Casey, Claudia Forgit,
Amanda Veer, Mike Seery,
Sgt. Sean Marino, Holly
Chisholm and Laurie Bart-
kus to the Insurance Advi-
sory Committee. Blanchard
as an Overseer to the Dis-
patch Board. Michael Seery
as Parking Clerk.

Marino, Matthew Lap-
iore, Egbert Pinero Pina
and Ashley Dennisson as
full-time police officers. Lisa
Hanrahan and Timothy
Nye to the Recreation Com-
mittee. Plumb to the Board
of Registrars.

Coughlin as Worcester
Regional Transit Authority
representative and mem-
ber of the WRTA Advisory
Committee. Patrick Mul-
hern to the Zoning Board
of Appeals and KP Law as
Town Counsel.
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Post 241 suffers |0$S |0 Greentleld

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER - Entering
the second week of the
American Legion baseball
season, Monson Post 241
had the opportunity to
move into a first-place tie
with Greenfield Post 81 in
the Zone 3A standings.

The Monson supporters
didn’t have very much to
cheer for in the first meet-
ing between the two teams.
Greenfield remained in sole
possession of first place
and improved to a perfect
3-0 following an 11-0 shut-
out victory on a gorgeous
evening at Legion Field in
Palmer, last Monday (June
15). The contest ended after
five innings due to the 10-
run mercy rule.

“We made more errors
than we had base hits in to-
night’s game,” said Palmer
manager Steve Tripp. “You
always have to make the
plays to beat a very good
hitting team like Green-
field.”

While Greenfield out-
scored their first three op-
ponents, 39-2, Monson (1-
2) only scored seven runs
in their first three games,
which were all played at
home. Four of the runs
came in, a 4-2 win over
Sheffield Post 340 on June
12.

Tripp received some
good news about Theo Ha-
ley, who suffered an injury
at a preseason practice.

Tripp was originally told
that it was a season ending
injury, but after seeing a
doctor, Haley was cleared
to return to action. He’s
hoping to play his first
game during the next cou-
ple of weeks.

This past spring, Haley
was one of the leading hit-
ters on the Palmer varsity
baseball team.

Making his second
start of the Legion season,
Brayden Mega, who gradu-
ated from Pathfinder Tech a
year ago, set down the first
three Greenfield hitters that
he faced on a groundball
out and two strikeouts. The
righthander didn’t receive
very much support after

that.

The Monson Dbatters
had a chance to take the
lead against Greenfield
righthander Matthew
Burke in the bottom half of
the opening frame.

Third baseman Sebas-
tian Mayberry beat out a
groundball to the shortstop
for an infield single leading
off the inning. After the
next batter struck out, first
baseman Kyle Kaczuwka
was also safe at first base
following another infield
hit. The threat ended quick-
ly, as Burke retired the next
two batters on a flyball and
a strikeout.

“We haven’t scored a first
inning run during our first
three games of the season,”
Tripp said. “We’ve been
struggling offensively.”

Monson had at least one
base runner during the next
four innings, but none of
them advanced past second
base.

With one-out in the sec-
ond inning, shortstop Matt
Santos reached first base
following a fielding error by
the Greenfield shortstop. It
was only error made by the

Post 81 defense.

Santos stole second base
before Burke struck out the
next two hitters.

Kaczuwka drew a walk
with two outs in the next
inning.

Monson’s only other
base hit in the game was

URLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Kayleigh Lukasik heads up the field for the Mutiny.

Mutiny
suffers
loss to
Crusaders

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Following
three straight 2-1 road loss-
es, the New England Muti-
ny were looking to celebrate
a home victory versus the
Hudson Valley Crusaders.

The Mutiny managed to
take a 1-0 lead before the
Crusaders responded with
four unanswered goals lead-
ing to a 4-2 victory in a USL

W League match held at Lu-  chloe Laizer corrals the ball.
sitano Stadium, last Satur- first-year members of the
day night. USL W League. Their

“This is a very chal-
lenging league,” said Avery
Klingensmith, who was an
outstanding soccer player at
Belchertown High School.

only victory came at home
against AC Connecticut,
5-0, on May 30. They lost
two close road matches

Sebastian Mayberry sends a throw to second.

a single into rightfield by
Josiel Ortiz, who was a de-
fensive replacement at sec-
ond base, with one-out in
the fourth. Catcher Jarett
Skowyra walked with two
outs. Once again Burke
ended the inning with his

See POST 241 PAGE 8

“We’ve had several games
this season where we had
taken an early lead and
wound up losing, which is a
little bit frustrating. Protect-
ing a lead is something that
we need to work on. We re-
ally wanted to win tonight’s
game.”

The Mutiny (1-5-2) are

against Hudson Valley, 2-0,
and 2-1.

The Crusaders (5-2-2),
along with Hartford Ath-
letic and Vermont Green
FC, are trying to finish the
regular season in first place
in the Northeast Division.
Only the first place team

See MUTINY PAGE 8

Western Mass. Pioneers battle to draw with

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - After 21 days
away from historic Lusitano
Stadium, the Western Mass.
Pioneers returned home last
Friday night for an intrastate
showdown with the Boston
Bolts.

The Pioneers faithful sup-
porters had plenty to cele-
brate early in the match, as
the home side stormed out to
a 2-0 advantage in the 24th
minute.

The Bolts responded with
a goal late in the first half.
They struck again 15 minutes
into the second half and the
USL League Two matchup
ended in a 2-2 draw in front
of a large crowd.

“We held a 2-1 halftime
lead,” said Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari.
“We didn’t play very well in
the second half. This is a very
disappointing result for us.”

Both teams entered the
match with a total of 14
goals.

The Pioneers (5-1-2), who
have allowed 10 goals, are

currently sitting in third place
in the Northeast Division
table behind NEC and Ver-
mont Green FC.

The top two finishers in
the division will automati-
cally qualify for the league
playofts.

The Pioneers, who went
2-0-1 in their previous three
matches on the road, have
qualified for the league play-
offs each year since joining
USL League Two in 2019.

The Western Mass. squad
will most likely need to win
their remaining five regular
season matches and get a lit-
tle bit of help along the way
to keep the playoff streak
alive.

“It’s very disappointing
letting a two goal lead slip
away, especially in front of
our fans” said Felipe De
Andrade, who scored the Pi-
oneers second goal. “We're
going to continue to improve
and keep fighting the rest of
the season.”

De Andrade, who’s from
Westborough, played for the
Bolts, which only won three
matches a year ago.

“Western Mass has always
been a very strong team,” he
said. “I just wanted a new
challenge this year. The at-
mosphere here is amazing
and it’s a privilege to be a
member of this squad. I
wouldn’t change anything.”

De Andrade, who was a
member of the New England
Revolution Academy soccer
team in high school, began
his collegiate career at UMa-
ss Boston. He’ll be joining
the men’s soccer team at Bry-
ant University, which com-
petes at the Division 1 level,
this fall.

The Pioneers had a couple
of scoring chances during the
first ten minutes of the con-
test.

Bolts goalie William Syn-
nestvedt made his first save
on a header from Martin
Echarren six minutes into
the first half. A minute later,
Echarren, who plays soccer at
the University of Charleston,
lined a shot towards the goal,
but Synnestvedt (2 saves)
made the diving save knock-
ing the ball over the end line
resulting in a corner kick.

Boston Bolts

Santiago Blasco fights to keep the ball.

The Pioneers broke the
ice during the 21st minute.

The scoring play began
with Alfred Baafi delivering
a crossing pass in the box to

See PIONEERS PAGE 8

TURLEY
PHOTOS BY
DAVID HENRY - 4
Jaiden
Williams
makes a quick
pass to his left.
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Athlete of the Month

Keira McCord
lantasqua Regional High School

McCord turned in an outstanding season,
leading Tantasqua softball deep into the state
tournament this year.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 or send an e-mail to
gscibelli@turley.com.
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Ware, MA 01082
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MUTINY FROM PAGE 7

earns a berth in the league
playoffs.

Klingensmith, who
wrapped up her collegiate
soccer career at American
University in Washington
D.C. last fall, is planning
to join a professional soc-
cer team in Greece at the
end of the summer.

“I'm really looking for-
ward to starting my pro-
fessional soccer career in
a different country,” Klin-
gensmith said. “Its going
to be a different type of ex-
perience for me.”

Hope Santiniello, who’s
from Agawam, has been
a member of the Mutiny
since 2019. She played in
her first home match of
the 2026 season against the
Crusaders.

“The atmosphere at this
stadium is always amaz-
ing,” said Santiniello, who
was a starting defender for
the first time in last Satur-
day’s match. “It’s always
been a pleasure playing for
this team.”

Just like Klingensmith,
Santiniello is seeking an
opportunity to play soc-
cer at the professional lev-
el. She’s hoping to join a
women’s team in Florida.

Another local player
listed on the Mutiny roster
is Tennessee Murphy, who
began her high school soc-
cer career at Monson High
School before transferring

to the Loomis Chaffee
School in Connecticut.
She’ll be a freshman on the
Bucknell University wom-
en’s soccer team in the fall.

“Being a member of this
soccer team is preparing
me for the college level,”
Murphy said. “I'm count-
ing down the days until 1
leave for college. I'm look-
ing forward to the chal-
lenge.”

Murphy is scheduled to
leave for Pennsylvania on
July 27.

The Mutiny took a 1-0
lead less than ten minutes
into the opening half.

Hudson Valley goalie
Brianne McDonald at-
tempted to clear the ball,
but it went directly to Mila
Dillard, who put a shot
into the open net for an un-
assisted goal.

Dillard, who lives in
Chicopee, is going to be a
senior on the Pope Francis
girls’ varsity soccer team,
which is coached by her
father, Brent. She has ver-
bally committed to playing
soccer at the University of
Kentucky a year from now.

The Crusaders tied the
score during the 18th min-
ute of the opening half
with Joy Okonye putting
a header into the left cor-
ner of the net past Mutiny
goalie Chloe Laizer.

About six minutes later,
a goal from Emmanuella
Frimpomaa gave the visit-
ing team the lead for first

Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, sends a long kick away.

time.

The Crusaders were
then given a penalty kick
following a foul in the box.

Okonye took the shot,
which deflected off the
right post.

With five minutes re-
maining in the first half]
Laizer made an outstand-
ing save on a breakaway
shot from Frimpomaa,
which kept the score
at 2-1 a little bit
longer.

The Crusad-
ers did take a 3-1
lead when Mar-
ta Carrasco Mesa
headed the ball into
the net following a
corner kick.

Frimpomaa scored her
second goal of the match
30 seconds into the second
half, which pretty much
sealed the Crusaders vic-
tory.

At the end of regula-
tion, Trinity Clark scored a
goal for the home team.

The Mutiny were
scheduled to play
a road match
against AC
Connecticut
on  Tuesday
night before
wrapping up the
season against T
Vermont Green |
at Lusitano Stadi-
um at 6pm on Sat-
urday night.

/-

-—— \

Maeve Staunton
overtakes
an opponent.

POST 241 FROM PAGE 7

sixth strikeout.

Burke was relieved by
righty Evan Tsipenyuk be-
fore the start of the fifth in-
ning.

Pinch  hitters Hunter
Sherman and Julian Detra
drew walks with one out
before Tsipenyuk retired the
next two hitters ending the
game a couple of innings
early.

Greenfield scored eleven
runs in their final four At-
bats. Only four runs were
earned, as Post 241 commit-
ted a total of seven errors.

Centerfielder Hunter
Donahue (2-for-2) was hit-
by-a pitch leading off the
second inning. He advanced
to second base on an error
and to third base on a wild
pitch. He scored the game’s
first run on the back end of
a double steal play. Catcher
Luca Siano also contributed
with an RBI single in the
second inning.

After retiring the first two
batters in the third inning,
Mega should’ve been sitting
in the third base dugout, but
a flyball hit by third base-
man Chase Zraunig was
dropped by the right fielder.
The visiting team wound up
scoring three runs in that
frame to take a 5-0 lead.
Monson made two more
errors in the fourth, which
helped Greenfield build an
8-0 advantage.

Greenfield reached dou-
ble digits against righty re-
lief pitcher Emerson Boron-
ski when shortstop Samuel
Connors knocked home a
run with a double down the
right field line. Connors,
who went to third base on a
wild pitch, crossed the plate
on a ground out by DH
Connor Bergeron making
the score 11-0.
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Brayden Mega sends a pitch home.
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Anthony Elliott fouls off a pitch.

PIONEERS FROM PAGE 7

Echarren, who put a header
into the right corner of the
net.

Three minutes later, De
Andrade fired a shot into the
back of the net after receiv-
ing a pass from Echarren.
The Bolts (3-4-2) cut

their deficit in half
when Con-
nor Gibson

"\‘, scored on

' a header in
the 37th

™ minute.
Ni-
kolaj
Ber-

telsen was the Pioneers start-
ing goalie for the first time
this season. He replaced Ben
Alexander, who suffered an
injury in a 1-0 win over the
Conn. Rush two nights ear-
lier.

“Ben suffered a head in-
jury the other night and he
had to get stitches,” Molinari
said. “He’ll probably be out
a couple of games.”

During the 60th minute,
Xavier Tanyi lined a shot
from about 25 yards out into
the net tying the score at 2-2.

The Pioneers had a couple
of chances to retake the lead
during the last 30 minutes,
but the score didn’t change

on the scoreboard.

Western Mass. defend-
er Riley Priddy was given a
straight red card from ref-
eree Luis Reis after pulling
down a Bolts player just
outside the top of the box
in stoppage time. The free
kick taken from Rainer Os-
selmann-Chai deflected off a
Western Mass. defender and
the home team salvaged a tie.

A tie is better than a loss,
but it wasn’t what the Pio-
neers fans were hoping for.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to face the Bolts for the
second time this season at
Brandeis University on June
30.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY
DAVID HENRY
Thomas Wadas
clears the ball away.

Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, tries to get control of the ball.
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Monson’s Tennessee Murphy advances up the field.
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER - On June
7, Pathfinder Regional Vo-
cational Technical High
School held its graduation
ceremony to an audience of
close to 1,500.

The families and loved
ones of this year’s graduates
from Pathfinder Tech gath-
ered in the gymnasium at
Belchertown High School.
This marked the first time
in 51 years that Pathfind-
er’s graduation was moved
off-campus.

“We were forced to pick
a specific date this year, be-
cause Skills USA Nationals
were moved and conflicted
with everyone’s gradua-
tions,” said Superintendent
Eric Duda, who explained
that there were students
flying back from Atlanta,
Georgia late the night be-
fore the graduation ceremo-
ny.
The school had planned
to hold the graduation on
the main campus, but when
the weather started to look
questionable, the school an-
nounced that the ceremony
would be moved.

“Belchertown offered a
year ago to let us use their
space should we need it,”
Duda said. “We’ve been
very involved in Belcher-
town, so | guess it was all
meant to be.”

During his address to
the graduates, Duda made
reference to the enormous
American flag behind the
stage, and tied it to the na-

tion’s 250th anniversary
that is being celebrated this
year.

“This flag stands not
only behind you physically,

The proud Aliengena family walked away with a Pa

Michael.

but symbolically as well to-
day, reminding us that each
of you has an important
role to play in shaping the
next chapter of our nation’s
history, and change is key,”
Duda said. “I stand before
you today filled with pride,
excitement, and anticipa-
tion for each of these amaz-
ing graduates seated before
me. I have witnessed them

embrace transformative
change over the last four
years.”

Duda compared the

changes the students will
make to the future to the
school’s expansion into
Belchertown, opening the
Cold Spring Campus to
offer 150 more seats to stu-
dents.

Speeches were then pre-
sented by graduating stu-
dents, offering encourage-
ment to their classmates as
they enter into the profes-

- community -
Pathfinder packs gymnasium for graduation ceremony

sional world. The valedicto-
rian, salutatorian, and class
president each had a speech
prepared.

“High school students
will always have something
to complain about,” Vale-
dictorian Noel Plumadore
said. “They complain be-
cause they all will have to
make sacrifices; whether it’s
their career, their studies,
their social circle, or some-
thing as simple as the time
they have in the day, some-
thing will have to be lost.
This does not go away when
we enter adulthood, but
to minimize the pain that
comes from these sacrifices,
we must seize opportunity
where we can. By going to
Pathfinder Tech, we have
already learned to take ad-
vantage of an opportunity
not everyone gets.”

“As we step off this stage
today, we are leaving be-

thfinder Tech diploma, (from left) Meissa, Max, and

hind a place and environ-
ment we all became famil-
iar with,” said Salutatorian
Destiny Rodriguez. “The
future is unpredictable,
and as much as we dislike
change, it is a constant in
our lives. Do not be afraid
of the challenges that await
you. There will be many
moments throughout your
lives that will feel uncertain
and the next step in your
journey may feel unclear.
It’s within these obstacles
you face, that personal
growth flourishes. Remem-
ber it’s okay to be human
and make mistakes. But
most importantly, remem-
ber success is not measured
by how much you have ac-
complished or earned, but
by the person you have be-
come.”

“I owe a lot to both my
brothers,” said Class Presi-
dent Rachel Roblinski. “My

Salutatorian Destiny Rodriguez celebrated her achievements with

-

Kenndyl Roberts and Dylan Holbrook.

older brother Tommy, a 24
alum, taught me a lot about
responsibility...My younger
brother Jayden always re-
minded me that life wasn’t
too serious, and to enjoy my
senior year. My father Dr.
Michael Roblinski, a name
I hope to one day embed
myself, thank you for deal-
ing with all the busy sched-
ules and late night study
sessions.”

She then shared a phrase
in Chinese, which translates
to “I know life hasn’t been
easy for the both of us but
I couldn’t be more grateful
I went through it all with
you. Thank you for giving
me a life of endless support.
I love you Mom,” before
thanking her mother in En-
glish for the sacrifices she
made so she could make it
to the stage that weekend.

School Committee Chair

Julia Quink sent the gradu-
ates off with a speech about
resilience.

“Years from now, when
you look back on this day,
I hope you remember not
just the diploma you re-
ceived, but the lessons you
learned about persever-
ance, friendship, responsi-
bility, and growth,” Quink
said. “Be ambitious in your
dreams, be kind in your ac-
tions, be courageous when
faced with uncertainty,
and, when life presents ob-
stacles, as it inevitably will,
remember that resilience is
not the absence of difficul-
ty; it is the determination
to keep moving forward
despite it.”

The graduates then re-
ceived their diplomas, and
were played out with Green
Days “Good Riddance
(Time of Your Life)”.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - Motors were
running as the 5th annual
Tim Morin Memorial Car
Show was held at the North
Brookfield Sportsmen’s
Club.

Justin Milner was one of
the organizers for this year’s
car show, which featured
65 cars. This car show was
named after the late Tim
Morin, who did a lot for the
Sportsmen’s Club and was
the founder of the annual
car show the club puts on
every year.

After Morin passed, the
North Brookfield Sports-
men’s Club continued to do
the car show in memory of
him. According to Milner,
Morin, alongside his broth-
ers, were big into cars.

Milner had a car of his
own on display, a blue Ford
Mustang, which he’s owned
for 26 years. His son Landon
is also a car fan.

Joining the North Brook-
field Sportsmen’s Club for
the car show was radio per-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Justin Milner handed a plaque over to Pitt, the owner of this 1932 Ford B Pick Up Truck.

sonality Bruce Marshall of
The Valley’s Classic Hits
97.7. This car show was part
of Marshall’s 2026 Cruise
Season.

Marshall is the proud
owner of a 1953 Chevy Se-
dan Delivery. Marshall said
cars represent a lot of things
and the owners behind them
always have stories to share.

“They all bring back
memories,” Marshall said.

During every car show
Marshall has a pick, known
as Bruce’s Pick, which this
year was a 1959 Chevy Bel
Air owned by Bob Hebert

A red 1955 Chevy Model 210 received a plaque during the car show.

of Palmer.

A lot of owners sat along-
side their vintage and mod-
ern vehicles for the car show.

One couple, Kevin and
Karen Moran of South-
bridge, brought their 2018
Ford Mustang GT. The col-
or was decorated blue and
red and was nicknamed the
“KSTANG.”

The Morans have owned
this vehicle for the last
six years and still drive it
throughout the year for day
trips.

“Our summer jam,” Kev-
in Moran said.

This year’s car show had
some rare and unique cars
and trucks.

One of the oldest trucks
that entered is a 1932 Ford B
Pick Up. This truck received
one of the 15 plaques that
were awarded in this year’s
Tim Morin Memorial Car
Show.

The couple who owns this
vintage pick up had work
done to it about 40 years
ago and to this day still do a
couple drives with the truck
in the summer.

Next to this vintage pick
up was another classic pick

The front of the “KSTANG,” a 2018 Ford Mustang GT owned by Kevin

and Karen Moran of Southbridge.

up, a 1984 Chevy Step Side
with the back lifted.

A team of judges went
around the field to see all of
the cars entered in the show
and determined 15 winners
plus a Best in Show award.
John Sidebottom served as
one of the car show judges
and announced the winners.

The winners, after they
were announced, drove up
to the pavilion of the North
Brookfield Sportsmen’s
Club to receive their plaque
and then drove off with their
vintage car. Milner and his

son Landon presented the
plaques to the drivers as
they drove up.

The Best in Show went to
Alan Loncto and his 1957
black Chevy Bel Air.

Members of the club kept
busy preparing French fries,
hotdogs and hamburgers for
patrons of the Tim Morin
Memorial Car Show.

The North Brookfield
Sportsmen’s Club thanked
all their sponsors for this
year’s car show and to all
the car owners who en-
tered.

A blue Plymouth GTX made its way out of the North Brookfi

"

eld Sportsmen’s Club.
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Sturbridge celebrates America250

Parade and festival to
be held on June 27

STURBRIDGE -~ The
Town of Sturbridge will
celebrate America250 on
Saturday, June 27 with a
parade and festival.

The parade steps off
at 10:30 a.m. from the in-
tersection of Stallion Hill
and the OSV Access Road.
Featured are Bob Briere as
Grand Marshal, and Guest
of Honor Virginia Jalbert,
the town’s oldest resident.

There are over 70 units
participating —  bands,
floats by local groups and
businesses, scouts, local
youth sports teams, dance
troupes, vintage vehicles,
clowns, a tank, and so
much more. Viewing will be
along Route 20 and Route
131 starting at Saw Dust
Coffee House and ending
at the Town Common.

Emcee Bill Emrich will
have colorful play by play
of the entrants.

At 1 p.m., the Ameri-
ca250 Festival kicks off on
the Town Common. Jenee
Lacey will sing the Na-
tional Anthem, followed

by welcoming remarks by
state Sen. Ryan Fattman
and state Rep. Todd Smola,
and readings from the Bur-
gess Elementary School es-
say contest winners.

Also attending and
reading her essay, which
has been awarded second
place in the National Essay
Contest, is Burgess sixth
grader, Elizabet Beaupre.
The 215th Army Band of
the Massachusetts Army
National Guard will per-
form from 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Throughout the event,
which lasts until 5 p.m.,
there will be various booths,
activities and demonstra-
tions. These include a
militia encampment and
military uniforms display,
historical activities, a dis-
play of Model A cars, axe
throwing, a bouncy house,
yard games, a photo booth
and food trucks from BT’s
Smokehouse, Thai Place,
Chic-fil-a and Suzy Q’s Ice
Cream.

The Publick House and
Oakholm Brewery will be
serving beer, and Deep
Roots Distillery will serve
lemonade and cocktails.
At 2:30 p.m. there will be

a cherry-pie-eating contest,
followed by a ceremonial
cake cutting and serving
of a special America250
cake created by the Publick
House.

From 2:30-3:30 p.m.
interpreters will be sta-
tioned in the Old Burial
Ground to engage visitors
in a self-guided tour and
discuss the Revolutionary
War veterans buried there.

At 3:30 p.m., performers
from Mass Motion Dance
Academy will dance to pa-
triotic music.

Parking around the
Common will be available
for handicap and accessible
needs. There will be park-
ing available behind the
Town Hall, in the parking
lot off Haynes Street, and
at the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 345 Main St. Ad-
ditional parking is available
at the Burgess Elementary
School and the Sturbridge
Host Hotel, with shuttle
buses providing service to
and from the Common
starting at approximately
12:30 p.m.

Follow traffic signs for
road closures and traffic
shifts due to the parade.

Amateur radio Field Day is

\WEST BROOKFIELD
— The Quaboag Valley Am-
ateur Radio Club will be
participating in the 2026
A.R.R.L. Field Day on Sat-
urday, June 27, and Sunday,
June 28, operating from 2
p.m. Saturday through 2
p.m. Sunday on the West
Brookfield Town Common.
The public is warmly invit-
ed to visit between 2-6 p.m.
on Saturday and between 9
a.m.-1 p.m. on Sunday to
explore the world of ama-
teur radio firsthand.

Field Day is the largest
on-air amateur radio exer-
cise in the United States,
bringing together tens of
thousands of licensed oper-
ators to demonstrate the re-
liability, resilience, and pub-
lic-service value of amateur
radio. For QVARC, it’s also
a chance to welcome neigh-
bors, families, students, and
anyone curious about ra-
dio, electronics, or STEM
activities.

Visitors will be able to
watch live radio contacts
being made across the
country and around the
world, explore the equip-

ment and antennas used
for emergency and off-grid
communication, and even
sit behind a radio to make
a contact themselves. Club
members will be on hand
to explain how amateur
radio supports communi-
ties during storms, power
outages, and public-service
events, and why these skills
remain relevant in today’s
interconnected world.

ARRL President Rick
Roderick, K5UR, recently
reflected on the long tra-
dition behind Field Day,
noting that “Amateur radio
has been part of the Amer-
ican story since the earliest
days of wireless communi-
cation...For more than a
century, the Amateur Radio
Service has advanced the
nation’s communications
capabilities by fostering
technical innovation, devel-
oping a pool of trained and
skilled operators, strength-
ening emergency and pub-
lic service communications,
and promoting internation-
al goodwill.”

He emphasized that
these contributions show

June 27-28

why amateur radio remains
“a uniquely resilient and
volunteer-driven  national
resource.”

QVARC is proud to car-
ry that tradition forward
here in the Quaboag Valley.
Its members include hobby-
ists, engineers, emergency
volunteers, and newcomers
who simply enjoy learning
something hands-on and
practical.

The club meets on the
last Tuesday of each month,
except for July and August,
and welcomes anyone in-
terested in getting involved
or learning more about the
hobby.

Whether you’re interest-
ed in emergency prepared-
ness, electronics, shortwave
communication, or just
want to see what amateur
radio is all about, Field
Day is the perfect time to
stop by. Everyone is wel-
come, and no experience is
required.

For more information
about the Quaboag Val-
ley Amateur Radio Club,
please visit www.qvarc.
com.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Job Connection

Police Officer

JOB POSTING

Town of Warren
FULL TIME OPENING

The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the
position of a full time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be
academy trained and must be willing to work weekends, nights,

and holidays.

Visit us at

WWW.

turley

.COMm

New Braintree Police Log

During the week of
June 15-22, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 13
building/property  checks,
27 directed/area patrols,
six radar assignments, one
traffic control, one emer-
gency 911 call, three citi-
zen assists, one assist other
agency, one motor vehicle
investigation, two safety
hazards, one scam and two
animal calls in the town of
New Braintree.

Monday, June 15
10:27 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Worcester Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Tuesday, June 16
8:48 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Memorial Drive,
Officer Handled

Wednesday, June 17
8:23 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Utley Road, Officer Han-
dled

Thursday, June 18
10:41 am.  Welfare
Check, Bernard Whitney
Road, Investigated
2:22 p.m. Assist Citizen,

Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled
Friday, June 19

5:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle

Investigation, Unitas Road,
Criminal Complaint

12:38 p.m. Scam, Gil-
bertville Road, Voice Mes-
sage Left

Saturday, June 20
12:23 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Barr Road, Negative Con-
tact
1:21 p.m. Assist Citizen,

Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled
Monday, June 22

12:15 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Ravine Road,
Transported to Hospital

Library celebrates America from the beginning

EAST BROOKFIELD
— Come learn about how
the National Parks played
key roles in the Revolu-
tionary War, enter for your
chance to win a book and
view a musket, and pick up
the National Commem-
orative Stamp and coin,
that tells the history of the
National Parks at the East
Brookfield Public Library,

122 Connie Mack Drive.

This is a two-part pro-
gram by Vincent Kordack:
“Road to Independence”
Monday, June 29 at 5:30
p-m. and “World Turned
Upside Down” Monday,
Aug. 10 at 5:30 p.m. Re-
freshments from the Rev-
olutionary War will be
served

All ages are welcomed;

however, the program
should hold the interest of
people from 12 and up.

Kordack is an East
Brookfield resident with
more than 38 years of ex-
perience as a National
Park Ranger; He was as-
signed to 16 of the 18 Na-
tional Parks that revolve
around the Revolutionary
War.

STURBRIDGE
FROM PAGE 1

which they will use timber-
bridge mats and corduroy
for.

He said the plan has been
discussed with the state for-
ester, and a worker from the
Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife will be meeting with
Hull Forest Products Inc. to
create a buffer for a protect-
ed fumitory plant. He said
the project will run between
Nov. 15 and April 15.

The Select Board ap-
proved the plan.

Pole hearing
The board approved
the placement of a joint-
ly owned pole at Burgess
School Road.

DPW report

Department of Public
Works Director Heather
Blakeley said the depart-
ment is working on street
sweeping, street mowing
and cleaning of catch ba-
sins. She said the depart-
ment is trying to control the
knotweed.

She said there is prepara-
tion for the June 27 parade
happening, including beau-
tification and flower plant-
ing.

Blakeley said the side-
walks on Cedar Street
should be done around July
4, and there is a Safe Route
to School project in the
works with the Department
of  Transportation. The
board also approved a con-
tract with the Mass Broken-
stone Company for paving
work for $1,017,264.

Water/Sewer report
The Water and Sewer Su-

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and
non-emergency calls for Police, Fire and Ambulance services.

It is preferred that applicants currently possess valid certification
as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal,
verbal, and written communication skills. Preferences include an
associate degree or higher in criminal justice, serve in the

US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a
candidate with prior municipal policing experience may also be
considered to start at a higher rate of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than
Friday, July 3, 2026, to the attention of Lt. Kyle Whitcomb, WPD PO
Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or whitcomb@warren-ma.gov.

The Town of Warren is an equal opportunity employer.

Messages

JOB ALERT

{

Turley?)

www.turley.com

Send writing samples
with resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street

7 )

Publications, Inc,

NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists

e Must be dependable,
professional and able to
meet strict deadlines

e Salary based on a flat
rate by story and photo

perintendent Shane Moody
said the wastewater plant is
running the best he had seen
since 2012, and equipment
at the plant is still running
but getting old.

He said a water filter up-
grade has been completed,
and that gives the town time
to start planning for a new
water treatment plant.

He said the schools and
day cares are participating
in free lead testing, which
is comprehensive, through
the Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

He said the towns’ water
is below the danger thresh-
old for PFAS, but there may
be new regulations coming
soon.

Monuments discussion

Chairman of the Me-
morials Monuments and
Markers Committee Walter
Hersee said a Liberty Tree
and bronze plaque have
been installed on the town
common.

He also said the Krupp
Capillo monument on
Route 15 was damaged in
an accident, but it is fixable.
Hersee said his plan is to
move the monument 12-15
feet farther back from the
road, since it is only about
eight feet from the road at
the present.

Historic preservation plan

The board voted to exe-
cute an agreement between
the town and Barrett Plan-
ning Group LLC for the
preparation of a commu-
nity wide historic preserva-
tion plan in the amount of
$57,000. Bubon said that
leaves $2,000 for printing
and incidental costs.

She said this is phase 4
of the plan, which was orig-
inally going to be the last
one, but there is more work
to be done, so a phase 5 is
likely next year.

She said the goal is to

capture stories, unique ar-
chitectural styles and docu-
mentation before homes are
gone forever. She said this is
funded from the Communi-
ty Preservation Committee.

Dispatch appointment

Police Chief Earl Des-
sert brought forward Laurel
Ives, and recommended the
board authorize her to be
hired as a full time dispatch-
er with the Police Depart-
ment. Dessert said she has
a bachelor of arts from the
University of Massachu-
setts with a degree in sociol-
ogy and English.

He said Ives passed her
background check, and is a
strong candidate. The board
appointed Ives as dispatch-
er.

Action items

The board took no action
on a provision that would
extend alcohol service until
3am.

The board appointed
Santiago Gonzalez and Seth
Mansur to the Agricultur-
al Commission, and reap-
pointed Michael Hager and
Mary Carolyn Porter to the
Finance Committee.

The board accepted the
resignation of Christopher
DeRose from the Finance
Committee.

The board issued multi-
ple one-day liquor licenses
including to Rushford and
Sons Brewhouse LLC for
the Sturbridge Farmers
Market on July 2, July 9,
and July 26, to Deep Roots
Distillery for June 27 for the
250th celebration and Oct.
17 and 18 for the Sturbridge
Harvest Fest.

The board issued a
Hawker and Peddler license
to Dennis Walsh Farmstand
at the Empire Village park-
ing lot for the sale of fruits
and vegetables between July
1 and Oct. 1.

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
pouimette@turley.com

* Produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x***x*xxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ®
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub

trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-

er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

Call us at 413.283.8393

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

B&D PAINTING - Home improvement
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List.
413-727-9846.

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Waller

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry *
Framing ¢ Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Baso Price
2 | 22 | 2 ) 2 "
2 Base e | 26 msprie | 27 Baserrice| 28 bl
29 Base e | 30 sssprie | 31 Basebice| 32 Boseprce
3 B | 34 Besgrioe| 39 B | 36 o
37 B easn | 38 Besgmon| 39 B geaso| 40 P00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 0 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

HUBBARDSTON

K

WEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD|
dA BROOKGELD
BRFELD

RSt
SROOKFIELD

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200.
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK

CHICKENS FOR SALE.
Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred.
All large brown New England type layers.
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

vl

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call
1-413-283-8393

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

| BELLE |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Ravenwood performs on North Brookfield Common!

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - This past week-
end’s Concerts on the Com-
mon featured Ravenwood,
a string band featuring the
fiddle, mandolin, bass, gui-
tar, and vocals.

The band has been per-
forming since 2017 and fea-
tures talented artists from all
over Massachusetts.

This string band provides
a performance consisting of
original songs and covers.
Ravenwood focuses on old
time tunes, old standards,
acoustic jazz and bluegrass.

Representing the band is
five talented members be-
hind the string instruments
and vocals. John Alphin

plays mandolin, Don Calsyn
on the fiddle, Barry Sear-
le on acoustic guitar, Chet
Fairchild on bass and Sarah
Miller on vocals and percus-
sion.

The origins of Raven-
wood began with Alphin
and Searle, and they crossed
paths with Calsyn, Fair-
child, and Miller.

One day, the band found
themselves rehearsing in
Springfield. The rehearsal
had taken place on Raven-
wood Street, which quickly
became the inspiration for
the group’s name.

Ravenwood  performed
covers from Bob Dylan to
Fleetwood Mac but also had
some original songs to share.

Alphin wrote the song
“The Whole Day Through”.
Calsyn the fiddler wrote

“April Rain” and Barry
Searle wrote a song called
“Apple Valley”.

The strings tied well to-
gether as guests brought
their lawn chairs to relax on
the Common for some music
and good times. Ravenwood
came to North Brookfield
last year and was excited
to return again for another
concert.

“We’re glad to be here to-
night,” Calsyn said.

This series is made possi-
ble by the North Brookfield
Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment. Concerts on the Com-
mon are also supported by
the North Brookfield Cul-
tural Council and the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council.

The next Concert on the
Common will be on Satur-
day, July 25 from 6-8 p.m.,

Searle on guitar.

and will feature Sue Lyons.
Lyons is a singer and acous-
tic guitar player.

Aug. 15 will feature Stan

Matthews,
and Aug. 29 at 3 p.m. will
feature Superchargers.

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Ravenwood String Band performed this past weekend on North Brookfield Common. Shown from left is
Don Calsyn on the fiddle, Chet Fairchild on bass, John Alphin on mandolin, Sarah Miller on vocals and Barry

have a 4% of July Celebra-
tion on the Common on
Saturday, July 4, starting at
I pm.

from 6-8 p.m.

North Brookfield will

4TH OF JULY SALE!!!
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

0% FINANCING

1,000°S OF ACs ON SALE!!!

MATTRESS SALE!!

BIKES, E-BIKES!!!

WE REPAIR BIKES!!!
SEE FLYER INSIDE!

T WHITCO ¢ =k

140 Main St., Spencer
www.wh:tcosales.com

508-885-9343

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

JUST LISTED - WEST BROOKFIELD, MA
This unique home has so much to offer!
This property features a flexible layout and
great privacy. Main floor offers 3 bedrooms,
full bathroom, living/kitchen/dining rooms,
and decks in both the front and back. Spiral
staircase in the living room leading up to a
loft, perfect for a home office or workout
space! Lower level has another full bathroom,
kitchenette, large bedroom and 2 other large bonus rooms. Ideal setup for an
ADU or teen space. The detached, 3-car garage has heat and AC (mini splits)
and has interior stairs up to the second level, perfect for a workshop or studio.
All of these on a quiet country road! Available for $525,000.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

@
eX
REALTY
130 W. Main Street

We Do More
So You Will
Make More!!!

Michelle Terry
Broker

michelleterryteam.com &3 spencer ma 01562
GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

T X
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) WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR =
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple * Red
Lt Gray e Dark Gray ¢ Beige * Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

QORI
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Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete © Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

Fond

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

508-885-6100
508 885- 2480
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Buying or Selling?

I can help.
Let me help you

find the
perfect home.

CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East
North East

Nethesst 160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

The Optical hop

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens
Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of
Designer Frames

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES

Maui Jim « Ray Ban

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA 362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-283-3511 413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit
& lenses for every lifestyle.

MS + NN PalnninG
AND HOME MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Home Painting & Maintenance
Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL - FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

dventure fours of Warren 3

Sharce the Adventu

cwith us!

June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........ccccoecevennee $185

July 11 ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry.........ccummes $220
Sept. 26 ..Pickity Place Lunch.........ccoonueemsernsenssnsnanae $130
Nov. 7......Great Gatshy at PPAC ........cc.ccummermmessnsnanae $165
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

1042 West St

(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center

MM?W%W ¥

EVERY SATURDAY
7AM-2PM
JUNE THRU OCTOBER

20'X30' AREA ON GRASS
Most have shades & tables
$30. 00 Cash To Set Up

CONTACT:
Text 978-257-9461
Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Function
Space
Available

T,

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 « Pro Shop 774-261-2634  WITHUS!
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

WICE{OC ROSSING Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram (@
COUNTRY CLUB Monday - 6:30 pum Sip & Paint Join S 4TH OF JULY
Q Q = [] - [ t
Prime Rib TRIVIA NIGHT Tuesday, June 30th for e WEEKEND
Every Thursday, & July 14th
Friday & Saturday Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. Starting at 6:30 p.m. Please Check Facebook
Online Ordering Available MUSIC BINGO Visit Our Website For More Details See Website for More Information

BOOK
YOUR
EVENT




