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168th commencement 
honors the

 20 graduating
North Brookfield 

High School seniors

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The 168th Grad-
uation Exercise of North 
Brookfield Jr.-Sr. High 
School took place this past 
Sunday. 

This ceremony recog-
nized the graduating seniors 
of the Class of 2025. A to-
tal of 20 students sporting 
their school color of purple, 
made their way through the 
Elementary School audi-
torium in front of parents, 
guardians and loved ones. 

Caden Fitzgibbons from 
the Class of 2026 led every-
body during the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

The official welcome 
began with High School 
Principal John Diorio. The 
principal thanked all who 
attended and congratulated 

the Class of 2025. 
Diorio reflected on his 

time the last couple years 
as principal and he believes 
these graduating seniors 
have left a positive mark on 

their school. 
“Every contribution 

counts,” Diorio said. “I am 
a proud dad and a proud 
principal.”

Diorio also asked the 

students to “leave the school 
better than you found it” 
and “let your values guide 
you.” Diorio spoke high-
ly of not only the Class of 
2025 but the entire school 

community. 
The next to speak was 

Class President Anthony 
Polanco who reflected on 
his journey through high 
school during his speech. 

Polanco talked about his 
time being active in sports 
and first joining Student 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
The 168th Graduation of North Brookfield Jr.-Sr. High School commenced at the Elementary School Auditorium. Students of the Class of 2025 are shown about to take their seats. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – There 
is a special place that is part 
of the history of Sturbridge 
as the Old Burial Ground 
was the scene of a tradition-
al Memorial Day program.

This program honors the 
68 Revolutionary War he-
roes who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for American inde-
pendence almost 250 years 
ago. This ceremony is one of 
many historical traditions 
that take place in the town.

Since 1939, students at 
a Sturbridge school have 
placed geraniums at the 
graves of these heroes. 

Staff Sgt. Robert J. Briere, 
U.S. Air Force, welcomed all 
to the Old Burial Ground 
for this year’s ceremony. Bri-
ere remembered his time in 
elementary school when he 
participated in placing gera-
niums at these gravestones. 

Several years ago, Briere 
revived this tradition that 
honors the people of Stur-
bridge who left their homes 

to fight in the American 
Revolution. The decoration 
of the gravestones for these 
Revolutionary patriots is 
done by the fifth grade stu-
dents at Burgess Elementary 
School. 

Briere thanked Mi-
chael Glick and Michael 
Harrington of the Publick 
House who generously pro-
vided the geraniums for the 
program. The geraniums 
were lined up nicely in small 

pots to be placed by the 
American Flags standing 
alongside the burial plots of 
these heroes. 

During the introduction 
of the program, Briere men-
tioned the brief conversation 

he had with the fifth graders 
and talked about what these 
veterans fought for. 

“The Declaration of In-
dependence meant giving 
America its freedom,” Briere 
said. 

Briere also talked about 
the upcoming 250th anni-
versary of the Declaration 
of Independence on July 4, 
2026. 

As part of the program, 
the fifth graders of Burgess 
Elementary School sang 
“America the Beautiful”. 

Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm spoke during 
the program and talked 
about how she views Stur-
bridge. Grimm said she saw 
a town that honors those 
who fought for the liberties 
they enjoy today. 

Grimm said we should 
“always remember and ap-
preciate.” From Grimm’s 
point of view, honoring 
these Revolutionary War 
soldiers is part of what 
makes Sturbridge so special. 

Revolutionary War heroes honored at Old Burial Ground

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Superintendent 
Timothy McCormick gave 
an updated budget presenta-
tion to the School Commit-
tee for fiscal year 2026.

At the May 19 meeting, 
he said the initial proposed 
increase from FY 25 to FY 
26 was just shy of $1 million 
or about a 14% increase. He 
said this updated version of 
the proposed budget is level 
service, and does not include 
the addition of new staff for 
a sub-separate classroom.

“The cost of sending 
students out of district, al-
though often necessary, is 

School 
Committee 
OKs
reduced 
budget

School district’s financial 
concerns discussed

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Town Accountant 
Shiela LeBlanc shared con-
cerns about the school dis-
trict’s financial issues which 
she said have gone unad-
dressed in the past couple 
of years.

At the May 19 School 
Committee meeting, LeB-
lanc noted that since the 
start of this year, the 
school’s new Business/HR 
Manager’s records did not 
balance with her records of 
the school’s General Funds.

“Each month, town de-

partments are charged with 
balancing with the Town 
Accountant. This is part 
of the checks and balances 
of the town. The idea is to 
make sure there’s no errors 
in either department or on 
part of the Town Accoun-
tant,” LeBlanc said. “I ex-
pressed my concerns regard-
ing the need to balance at 
your meeting of Feb. 24 and 
was told that it was basical-
ly a program glitch, and the 
new Business/HR Manager 
was receiving training.”

LeBlanc said she offered 
to help at that time, and to 
assist in any way she could 
to rectify the issue.

LeBlanc said at the 

School Committee’s March 
meeting, the budget that 
was received had clerical er-
rors, didn’t have linked pag-
es and didn’t have calcula-
tions using Excel formulas. 

At the beginning of 
April, LeBlanc emailed the 
Superintendent, Business/
HR Manager, the School 
Committee chair and vice 
chair and the Board of Se-
lectmen chair, regarding her 
concerns about the school’s 
General Funds and its abil-
ity to cover the costs for the 
remainder of the year.

“I also noted that al-

QVFPC releases Community 
Food Access Assessment

Submitted Article

The Quaboag Val-
ley Food Policy Council, 
Healthy Quaboag, and the 
town of Ware are excited to 
announce the release of the 
Community Food Access 
Assessment, a report that 
sheds light on the challeng-
es and opportunities sur-
rounding food access in the 
region.

This comprehensive re-
port, developed with the 
support of the Collabora-
tive for Educational Ser-
vices, synthesizes data col-
lected through interviews 
and community events held 
in the spring of 2024.  

Over six weeks, trained 
local residents conducted 
22 individual interviews 
and hosted two communi-
ty drop-in events and four 
smaller group interviews. 
The findings from these con-
versations provide invalu-
able insights into the expe-
riences of Quaboag Valley 
residents and their access to 
food, particularly in a rural 
area with unique challenges 
and assets.  

The report breaks down 
its findings into four key cat-
egories: Community Assets, 
Access Barriers, Priority 
Needs, and Opportunities.  

Community Assets 
One of the most notable 

takeaways from the assess-
ment is the strong appreci-
ation of the region’s agri-
cultural landscape. Many 
respondents expressed how 
much they value the abun-
dance of locally grown food 
and the integral role that lo-
cal farms play in their com-
munities. 

The region’s rural char-
acter and small-town values 
emerged as clear assets that 
shape the way residents ex-
perience food access. Many 
locals emphasized the im-
portance of supporting and 
maintaining these agricul-
tural traditions, highlight-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
A musket salute was given by the General Henry Knox Regimental Color Guard with Christopher Tourtellot giving 
commands. 

See OLD BURIAL GROUND
PAGE 5See BUDGET PAGE 5

See NB SCHOOLS
PAGE 6

See FOOD ACCESS
PAGE 8

See GRADUATION
  PAGE  9

20252025
Celebrating the Celebrating the 
Class ofClass of



PAGE 2    The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I  Friday, June 6, 2025

- community -

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Program Meeting
Wednesday, June 11th

Work Days 
Saturdays 

June 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th

COME ON SATURDAYS
AND DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

Quaboag Hill Chamber of Commerce hosted 2025 Choice Awards

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Com-
merce hosted its 2025 
Choice Awards this past 
week at Teresa’s Restaurant, 

This dinner honored the 
finalists and winners of six 
awards. The table sponsors 
for this awards dinner in-
clude J. Stolar Insurance 
Agency, Inc. and Superior 
Plus Propane. 

Chamber CEO James 
Przypek said the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors helped 
appoint the nominees and 
the six winners out of the 36 
finalists. 

The participation was 
excellent as the Chamber 
received an overwhelming 
response with 22,682 to-
tal votes. This dinner and 
award ceremony highlight-
ed the businesses and indi-
viduals in the region. 

With an impressive num-
ber of votes, Przypek said it 
shows how passionate and 
how grateful the chamber 
and the community is for 
these individuals and orga-
nizations. 

“Tonight, we recognize 
those who make the Quabo-
ag Hills region so special,” 
Przypek said. 

Przypek also thanked 
the table sponsors and the 
underwriters for the year. 

The six awards are for Com-
munity Hero of the Year, 
Educator of the Year, Food 
& Drink Establishment of 
the Year, Retail Establish-
ment of the Year, QHMA 
Business of the Year and 
QHMA Volunteer of the 
Year. 

The 2025 Underwriters 
were Country Bank, J. Sto-
lar Insurance Agency, Inc, 
Monson Savings, SERV-
PRO of Hampshire Coun-
ty, Superior Plus Propane, 
Westfield Bank, Christo-
pher Heights of Belcher-
town, and Behavioral 
Health Network. 

Presenting the certifi-
cates was Chamber Presi-
dent Renee Niedziela of J. 
Stolar Insurance Agency. 

Przypek began the cer-
emony by announcing the 
nominees for each award. 
The six finalists for Ed-
ucator of the Year were 
Casey Kibbe, Swift River 
Elementary (Belchertown), 
Gregory Devine, Quabbin 
Regional School District 
(Barre), Heather Weirbrick, 
Stanley M. Koziol Elemen-
tary School (Ware), Marcie 
Fusco, Wildwood Acres 
Farm & Forest School 
(West Brookfield), Stephen 
Duff, Quaboag Regional 
School District (Warren), 
and Tina Young, Palmer 
Public Schools (Palmer). 

The winner of the Ed-
ucator of the Year Award 

went to Quaboag Regional 
School District Superinten-
dent, Stephen Duff. Prior to 
the announcement, Przypek 
talked about how educators 
are important role models 
in the region’s communities. 

After receiving the 
plaque, Duff spoke briefly 
and talked about how much 
it meant to him winning in 
award for doing something 
he enjoys so much. 

“Winning an award for 
doing something you love is 
remarkable,” Duff said. 

Duff would then talk 
about many great things 
currently happening at 
Quaboag Regional School 
District and how everyone 
contributes in a small way 
to give kids opportunities. 
Duff mentioned a lot of 
students are getting an op-

portunity to turn their edu-
cation into careers through 
the school district’s Fire 
Academy and CNA pro-
gram where they can learn 
early work experience in re-
spective careers. 

The finalists for Food & 
Drink Establishment of the 
Year were Arcpoint Brewing 
Company (Belchertown), 
Brimfield Winery (Brim-
field), Figlio (Palmer), The 
Grapevine Grille (Belcher-
town), Hardwick Vineyard 
& Winery (Hardwick) and 
Steaming Tender (Palmer). 
The winner for this award 
was the Steaming Tender 
in Palmer. One of the own-
ers was proud to accept the 
award and were proud to 
announce they will soon be 
going into their 21st year in 
business. 

The finalists for Retail 
Establishment of the Year 
were Don’s Auto Sales & 
Service (Belchertown), 
Hardwick Farmers Co-op 
(Hardwick), Life’s Memo-
ries & More (Three Rivers), 
Monson Thrift Store & 
Community Center (Mon-
son), The Spirit Shoppe 
(West Brookfield) and Tina 
Marie’s Hair & Boutique 
(Belchertown). The winner 
was the Hardwick Farmers 
Co-Op in Hardwick. Ac-
cepting the award on behalf  
of the Hardwick Farmers 
Co-Op is Store Manager 
Steven Gould. 

As part of the presen-
tation of the awards, state 
Rep. Todd Smola, state 
Rep. Donnie Berthiaume, 
and Kim Mongeau, Com-
munications Director in the 

office of state Sen. Peter 
Durant attended the awards 
dinner and congratulated 
the recipients of these six 
awards. 

The Business of the Year 
Award went to Teresa’s 
Restaurant in Ware. To ac-
cept the award on behalf of 
Teresa’s Restaurant was Joe 
Ferrentino, who was keep-
ing busy at the restaurant 
while the awards dinner 
took place.

Ferrentino came out to 
the banquet hall to accept 
the award and wanted to ac-
knowledge all the customers 
who have been kind to the 
restaurant over the years. 

“We have customers sup-
porting us for 45 years,” 
Ferrentino said. 

After that statement the 
audience gave Teresa’s a 
well-deserved round of ap-
plause. 

The Volunteer of the 
Year went to Lorna Stone 
of Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown. Stone thanked 
everyone for the award and 
talked about her experience 
working with seniors and 
helping with assisted living 
communities. 

The Community Hero of 
the Year award went to Jil-
lian Smith of Wales, house 
fire savior to neighbors An-
dre and Madeline Bouch-
ard. Smith was applauded 
for her heroic act by putting 
her own safety on the line 
by entering a burning house 
to help save her neighbors. 

For more informa-
tion and events about the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce, visit www.
qhma.com. 

508-886-4771
Restaurant & Lounge Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Fri. 2:00 pm - 9:30 pm • Saturday 11:30 am - 9:30 pm • Sunday 11:30 am - 9:00 pm

Visit our website: www.laddsrestaurant.com

Like
Us On

Prime Rib • Fresh Seafood • Brick Oven Pizza
Open for Lunch Saturday & Sunday

LADD'S
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

“A Restaurant for the Whole Family”

Barre-Paxton Road
Route 122
Rutland

Let Us Take Care of

Father’s Day
Open Father’s Day
11:30 am - 9:00 pm
Having a Party or Event 

During the Summer of Celebration? 
Let Us Worry About the Food, Catering Available.

Daily
Specials

Summer
Drink

Specials

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Jillian Smith, center, was the winner of the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce’s Community Hero of the Year award. Standing with Smith, left to right, is 
Chamber President Renee Niedziela, state Rep. Todd Smola, Kim Mongeau from 
state Sen. Peter Durant’s Office and State Rep. Donnie Berthiaum

The winners of the 2025 Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce Choice Awards, in the center, joined by State. Rep Donnie Berthiaume, Renee Niedziela, Kim Mongeau, 
State Rep. Todd Smole and Chamber CEO James Przypek. 

WBCA & Beyond President Dan Flynn, left, is shown alongside state Rep. Todd 
Smola, Quaboag Regional School District Superintendent Stephen Duff, and 
state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume. 

The Hardwick Farmers Co-Op in Hardwick won Retail Establishment of the Year. 
Store Manager Steven Gould, center, attended the awards dinner and accepted 
the award for Hardick Farmers Co-Op. 

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net
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1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

Ham radio operators take to the field in West Brookfield
Emergency 
Communications Drill to 
be held on June 28

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– On Saturday, June 28, 
from 2-6 p.m., the Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio Club 
will participate in the annu-
al American Radio Relay 
League Field Day on the 
town common. 

Field Day is the largest 
emergency communication 

exercise in North America, 
sponsored by the ARR), 
and it brings together over 
35,000 licensed amateur 
radio operators across the 
U.S. and Canada. The goal 
is to set up temporary sta-
tions using off-grid power 
to demonstrate ham radio’s 
ability to provide vital com-
munications during natural 
disasters, power outages, and 
other emergencies.

The public is invited to 
stop by and learn about am-

ateur radio, see it in action, 
and even try making a ra-
dio contact. Club members 
will be on hand to explain 
how amateur radio supports 
emergency preparedness, 
provides public service com-
munications, and how any-
one can get started and earn 
a license. 

This is a great opportu-
nity for anyone interested in 
technology, communication, 
or community service to see 
firsthand how ham radio can 

connect people when it mat-
ters most.

For more information 
about the Quaboag Valley 
Amateur Radio Club, visit 
www.qvarc.com. Come join 
them on the town common 
and discover the power and 
fun of amateur radio.

STURBRIDGE – The 
Publick House Historic Inn 
and Restaurant will host an-
other in their series of com-
munity dinners on Monday, 
June 16, this time to benefit 
St. Michael Romanian Or-
thodox Church of South-
bridge. 

The Publick House cooks 
for many local organizations 
as a way of giving back to 
the community. Each spon-
sored organization receives 
a portion of the ticket price 
for every dinner served.

The dinner will offer two 
seating times to accommo-
date guests: an early seating 
from 4:30-6 p.m. and a lat-
er seating from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Attendees will be treated 
to a buffet-style meal that 
includes oven-roasted tur-

key, cornbread-sausage 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
butternut squash and cran-
berry sauce

Tickets are priced at $17 
per adult and $7 for children 
aged 4-12 years. To purchase 
tickets or for additional in-
formation, please reach out 
to Spiro Thomo at 774-200-
8043 or Jen Boilard at 508-
801-3030. 

Payments may be made 
by cash or check made pay-
able to The Publick House. 
Tickets are pre-paid only, 
no tickets will be sold at the 
door. The deadline for ticket 
purchases is Friday, June 13. 

The mission of St. Mi-
chael Romanian Orthodox 
Church is to experience the 
grace of God and to share it 
with others.

St. Michael Romanian 
church’s benefit turkey dinner

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – St. Joseph’s Parish 
in North Brookfield will be 
having its 32nd annual Straw-
berry Festival on Saturday, 
June 14 from 5-6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall, 296 North 
Main St.  

The menu will offer 
baked ham, homemade 
baked beans, homemade 

potato salad, homemade 
coleslaw, rolls, iced tea, cof-
fee, water, and the always 
delicious strawberry short-
cake. 

Tickets can be obtained 
by calling the parish office 
at 508-867-6469. Tickets are 
$15 adults and $7 children 
ages 5-10.  Take out is also 
available.

32nd annual Strawberry
Festival to be held June 14

District Safety Team simulate car crash
BARRE – On May 2, the 

Quabbin Regional School 
District Safety Team, com-
posed of administration and 
members of the five district 
towns fire and police, hosted 
a Crash Simulation for grade 
11 and 12 students. 

The goal of this event was 
to encourage students to re-
flect upon decisions that they 
make when operating a mo-
tor vehicle or when choosing 
to be driven by another per-
son. 

The messaging to stu-
dents was that “They Mat-
ter.”  This simulated crash 
was held in the parking lot 
adjacent to Alumni Field. 
Although this was a staged 
event, emergency vehicles 
police, fire and EMS re-
sponded to the scene as they 
would for an actual event. 

Quabbin student actors, 
Hunter McQueston, Cam-
eron Forde, Rachel Har-
rington, Jayne O’Brien, 
Brody Faucher and Jahzara 
Tweedell, took on the roles 
of “victims” in the crashed 
vehicles and did an admira-
ble job in a difficult situation.    

A special thank you is 
necessary for Barre School 
Resource Officer Mark Saw-

yer, Barre Sgt. Russell Da-
vidson, Barre Chief James 
Sabourin, QRSD Director 
of Safety Kevin Clark, New 
Braintree/Hardwick Lt. Kev-
in Landine and New Brain-
tree Fire Chief Dennis Le-
tendre for their knowledge 
and expertise in organizing 
this event.   

In addition, we are grate-
ful for the emergency re-
sponse participants from 
Barre, Hardwick, Hubbard-
ston and New Braintree 
who responded and re-en-
acted their important roles 
at a crash scene.  We were 

also fortunate to have three 
of our student intern ju-
nior fire department mem-
bers, Kylie George, Made-
leine Gaumond and Kevin 
Thompson participate in the 
scenario in their roles on 
the fire department. Final 
thanks go to Barre Select 
Board member, Mark Re-
genius and Paul Maio from 
New Braintree for donating 
the cars for the event.  

Our juniors and seniors 
were attentive and respectful 
during the crash scenario as 
well as during a debrief af-
ter the event. Students asked 

good questions and were ful-
ly engaged.  

Counselors, administra-
tors, and a comfort dog from 
the Princeton Police Depart-
ment were on campus for the 
remainder of the day in the 
event any student needed to 
talk or share their feelings in 
regard to what they saw this 
morning.

Driving distracted or 
impaired has serious conse-
quences. Talking to students 
on an ongoing basis is criti-
cally important to help this 
message stick. We appreciate 
support from families and 
our community.  It is our 
hope all of our students will 
continue to make the best 
decisions for their health and 
safety during the upcoming 
prom and graduation sea-
sons as well as throughout 
their lifetimes. Our students 
Do Matter, now and always. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
A victim sits on the ground near a car crash during a simulation staged by the Quabbin Regional School District safety 
Team.

Juniors and senior students at Quab-
bin Regional High School watch as 
emergency personnel respond to a 
staged crash on May 2 at the school.

Enjoy our fresh Summer Savings!
Who’s ready for savings?
For the month of June we are offering 
$25 OFF a NEW repair or 
purchase of $150 of more!

Mention this ad to receive these savings. Only valid on 
new repairs and purchases in June. Some exclusions apply.

152 Main St., Spencer • 508-885-3385 • www.cormierspencer.com
Open Tues., Wed., Fri 10-5 • Thurs. 10-6 • Sat. 10-2

Closed Sun. & Mon.

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX 

of the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement,

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility.
We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

School Choice openings for the
2025-2026 school year:

Kindergarten ..................2
Grade 2 ...........................3
Grade 3 ...........................5
Grade 4 ...........................5
Grade 7 ...........................5
Grade 8 .........................15
Grade 9  ........................25
Grade 10 .......................25
Grade 11 .......................25
Grade 12 .......................15

The School Choice application can be downloaded at
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office

239 West Street, Ware, MA 01082
Deadline to submit applications is

June 16, 2025

The selection of non-resident students for admission
will be in the form of a random drawing,

when the number of requests exceed
the number of available spaces.

The drawing, if needed,
will take place on June 17, 2025.

WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM 

2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR
School Choice openings for the 

2025-2026 school year: 
Kindergarten 2 .................
Grade 2 3 .........................
Grade 3 5 ..........................
Grade 4 5 .........................
Grade 7 5 ..........................
Grade 8 15 ........................
Grade 9 25 ........................
Grade 10 25 ......................
Grade 11 25 .......................
Grade 12 15.......................

The School Choice application can be downloaded at 
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office 

239 West Street, Ware, MA  01082 

Deadline to submit applications is 
June 16, 2025 

The selection of non-resident students for admission  
will be in the form of a random drawing,  

when the number of requests exceed  
the number of available spaces. 

The drawing, if needed,  
will take place on June 17, 2025.

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community 
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement, 

instills respect and fosters civic responsibility. 

We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as successful lifelong learners.

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity,  homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX of 

the 1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5.
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Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Christ Memori-
al Episcopal Church, 133 
Main St., will hold its annu-
al chicken BBQ on Saturday, 
June 14, from 1-2 p.m. 

The meal includes a half  
chicken, baked potato, cole-

slaw, roll, drink, and fresh 
strawberry shortcake. Take-
out or eat in available.

Tickets are sold at the 
door or call Sandi at 508-
867-3272 or Mary at 508-
662-8174. Tickets are $20 
per person.

Church hosts annual chicken 
BBQ on June 14

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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Yellow bellied sapsucker

A Brimfield resident re-
ported a yellow bellied sap-
sucker pair in his yard. 

He said in an email, “I be-
gan seeing a male yellow-bel-
lied sapsucker at a dogwood 
tree in front of the house. 
The bird was there every day 
last week. On Saturday, I saw 
a female on the same tree. I’ll 
try to find a nest, I did find 
a sapsucker nest in the Brim-
field State Forest a few years 
ago.” He also has a moun-
tain ash in his yard with lots 
of sapsucker holes.

Yellow-bellied sapsuckers 
lap up the leaking sap and 
any trapped insects with its 
specialized, brush-tipped 
tongue from holes they 
makes in a variety of trees 
especially birch and maples 

Like many of the wood-
pecker family, it has barred 
black and white feathers with 
a red cap. The male also has 
a red throat. They sit still on 
tree trunks for long intervals 
while feeding. To find one, 
listen for their loud mewing 
calls or stuttered drumming.

Sapsuckers inhabit young 
deciduous forests. To find a 

sapsucker’s territory, people 
should keep an eye out for 
their distinctive, neatly orga-
nized rows of sap wells. They 
cling motionless to trees 
while calling, birders should 
look closely at the trees 
around the for their sharply 
contrasting black-and-white 
face stripes and the bright-
red patches on their heads.

The Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker makes two kinds of 
holes in trees to harvest sap. 
Round holes extend deep in 
the tree and are not enlarged. 
The sapsucker inserts its bill 
into the hole to probe for 
sap. Rectangular holes are 
shallower and must be main-
tained continually for the sap 
to flow. The sapsucker licks 
the sap from these holes, and 
eats the cambium of the tree 
too. New holes usually are 
made in a line with old holes, 
or in a new line above the 
old.

The sap wells made by 
yellow-bellied sapsuckers at-
tract hummingbirds, which 
also feed off the sap flowing 
from the tree. Other birds as 
well as bats and porcupines 
also visit sapsucker sap wells. 
Although a few individuals 
remain throughout much of 
the winter in the southern 
part of the breeding range, 
most head farther south, go-
ing as far south as Panama. 
Females tend to migrate far-
ther south than do males.

Other birds
The Brimfield resident 

reports the return of the 

rose-breasted grosbeak, cat-
bird and great crested fly-
catcher. His wife saw two 
great crested flycatcher near 
the nest box a pair used last 
year. 

Eagle nests
The Brimfield resident 

also reported a tree with a 
bald eagle nest at the Steb-
bins Wildlife Refuge in 
Longmeadow fell down 
and the fire department res-
cued two chicks. They have 
been placed in the care of 
a local raptor rehabilitator. 
The chicks look to be fully 
grown, but unable to fly. He 
will care for 

the birds until they are 
old enough to release.

In Ludlow there is anoth-
er eagle nest and there are 
two chicks in that nest also 
but they are still very young, 
their heads are just visible 
above the rim of the nest.

Solitary sandpiper
The Brimfield resident re-

ported seeing a solitary sand-
piper at one of the ponds in 
Warren. He said he has seen 
spotted sandpipers there, but 
this was the first time he saw 
a solitary sandpiper at that 
location.

Black bear
Saturday, May 24 I saw a 

black bear walking down the 
side of my road about 4:30 
p.m. I slowly followed him 
in my car. He left the road 
and went up a steep path 
leading into some woods. At 
the top of the hill, he turned 
and looked oward the road. 
He had a healthy, dark black 
coat of fur.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.
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By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

in my

By Ellenor Downer

- opinion -

The peony takes the stage in June
As I look out my living 

room window, I can see the 
chubby round buds of one 
of my favorite June-bloom-
ers, the peony. No doubt, 
the plant will be in full flow-
er just in time for my birth-
day, as it has for a number 
of decades.  

Read on to learn all you 
need to know, straight from 
the archives!

Who doesn’t love the pe-
ony? Its frilly flowers, fine 
fragrance and fit form make 
it a favorite in the June pe-
rennial border.  

And although it only 
blooms for a short while, 
the plant itself  is reliably 
hardy and notably long 
lived in our climate. In fact, 
the peony that grows in 
my garden is one my great 
grandmother grew in the 
1930s!  

Here are a few tips to 
keep your peonies thriving 
for the next seventy years.

Planting   
Peonies are best planted 

in the fall, September or 
October in our area. This 
timing will give the plants 
an opportunity to develop 
a healthy stand of feeder 
roots before the ground 
freezes. 

Choose a location that 
receives six or more hours 
of sun a day. Don’t skimp 
on the size of the planting 
hole; one that measures a 
foot and a half deep by two 
and a half feet wide will 
sustain the plant for many 
years.  

If  your soil is average, 
the addition of a balanced 
fertilizer may be all that is 
necessary at planting. Soils 
that are lean should be im-
proved prior to planting 
by amending the hole with 
roughly equal parts good 
soil and aged compost or 
manure.  

Peonies prefer a pH 
of 6.0-7.0, a wide enough 
range to accommodate 
most home garden situa-
tions. If your soil is more 
acidic than that, bring up 
your pH by adding lime.  

Mail order plants usu-
ally arrive bareroot. These 
can be soaked in a bucket 
of water overnight to rehy-
drate prior to planting.  

When it comes time to 
plant, remember this: eyes 
point up, roots point down! 
Eyes should end up no 
more than two inches below 
the soil surface; any deeper 
than that and flowers may 
be sacrificed. Get your 
plants off to a good start by 
watering occasionally until 
the ground freezes. Once it 
does, a light mulch can be 
applied over the peonies to 
prevent them from being 
heaved out of the ground 
during periods of freeze 
and thaw.  

Fertilizing and Watering  
Peonies fertilized at 

planting time require no 
additional food until the 
following fall. Bear in mind 
that too much nitrogen will 

encourage lots of leaves but 
few roots and flowers. For 
that reason choose a fertil-
izer that is lower in nitrogen 
than the other nutrients.  

After the third season 
fertilize after blooming, as 
well as in the fall. An es-
tablished peony is drought 
resistant, but if  spring rains 
are scarce, a weekly water-
ing will promote good flow-
ers.

Staking  
Heavy peony flowers, 

especially the old-fash-
ioned types will no doubt 
bow down to the ground 
in the wind and rain un-
less staked. I usually pick 
some for the vase in the 
bud stage in an attempt to 
avoid this task, but never-
theless it makes the plant 
nice and tidy and should 
be accomplished. Middle 
weight bamboo stakes in-
serted into the ground on 
the outer edge of the plant 
cut to three-quarters its 
height, work well. Run two 
rows of twine or jute at one 
third and two thirds up the 
bamboo, respectively. Sim-
ply start by tying a knot on 
one stake, wrapping around 
the next and tightening as 
you go.  

If  green bamboo and 
jute are used the staking 
will hardly be visible, espe-
cially if  you don’t tighten 
so much that it looks un-
natural. I have been using 
a three rung, large tomato 
cage with success for the 
last several years. The key 
is to get the cage in place 
early!

Diseases  
One year my peony buds 

wilted and dried up just 
prior to bloom. The culprit 
was botrytis.  

Good hygiene can re-
duce the risk of this fungus 
invading your garden. Each 
fall simply cut the stems of 
herbaceous peonies down 
to the ground. Haul them 
off to the trash, don’t com-
post.  

If  watering is necessary, 
do so early in the morning 
and water at the plant’s 
base rather than overhead 
to keep foliage dry. Any 
stems that show signs of 
wilting should be cut away 
and thrown in the trash as 
well. Disinfect clippers in 
between cuts.  

By next weekend, I am 
sure there will be peonies in 
a vase, perfuming the entire 
room, just like they have for 
a number of decades each 
June…

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Dear Rusty: 
I’m a retired Navy veter-

an, who is going to be turn-
ing 65 years old this year. 

My question is concerning 
mandatory Medicare sign-up 
requirements. Why do I have 
to sign up for Medicare cov-
erage at 65 when I can’t start 
collecting full Social Security 
benefits until I turn 67? My 
Social Security benefits will 
not pay for my mandato-
ry Medicare because I can’t 
start collecting full Social 
Security benefits until I’m 67. 

I currently pay for Tricare 
and utilize my local Veterans 
Administration medical fa-
cilities and referrals for my 
healthcare. With me turn-
ing 65 and having to wait 
until I’m 67 for my full So-

cial Security benefits, it just 
seems unfair that I’ll have to 
pay out of pocket Medicare 
monthly expenses for two 
years. Is there any way to 
avoid this unfair penalty? 

Signed: Retired Navy Vet 
 
Dear Retired Navy Vet: 
First, I want to thank 

you for your military ser-
vice to our country. Please 
know that here at the AMAC 
Foundation we care a lot 
about our veterans and you 
may find the “For Veterans” 
section of our Foundation 
website interesting – visit 
www.amacfoundation.org.   

 Regarding your ques-
tion, you should be aware 
that enrolling in Medicare 
is not mandatory, but there 

are consequences if  you do 
not enroll when you become 
eligible, normally at age 65). 
For one thing, if  you are a 
retired veteran on military 
TriCare, you will lose your 
TriCare benefits if  you don’t 
enroll in Medicare when you 
are eligible. 

TriCare requires that you 
enroll in Medicare when eli-
gible. And, since you are not 
yet collecting Social Security, 
you will be required to sepa-
rately pay the Medicare Part 
B premium directly to Medi-
care; they will bill you when 
you enroll in Medicare. An-
other potential consequence 
is that if  you do not enroll in 
Medicare Part B when you 
are first eligible, you may in-
cur a lifetime late enrollment 
penalty for enrolling in Part 
B later.  

Something else to keep 
in mind is that there are two 
“parts” to Medicare - Part A, 
which is coverage for inpa-
tient hospitalization services 
and Part B, which is cover-
age for outpatient healthcare 

I’m a retired veteran; why must I 
pay for Medicare? 

See SOCIAL SECURITY
 PAGE 14

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Quaboag
Current

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or 
milestone news for the Quaboag Current, please 
email pouimette@turley.com.
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INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

 STEP INTO SUMMER...    
 AND YOUR  
NEW HOME!
What if this summer was the beginning of  
something better? At Cedarbrook Village at Ware, 
comfort, connection, and peace of mind come  
together in a community designed for you.

ENJOY SEPTEMBER RENT-FREE 
WHEN YOU SIGN A RESIDENCY 
AGREEMENT BY JUNE 30, 2025!

Call 413-758-5377 to schedule a tour.  
Discover how good life can be in our warm 
and welcoming community!

expensive and if  we can build 
those programs internally, 
it’s better for the student, 
it’s better for their families, 
it’s better for our teachers 
as well,” McCormick said, 
when explaining the need for 
a sub-separate classroom.

He said the amount of out 
of district costs not being re-
imbursed by Circuit Breaker 
have been over $200,000 for 
the past couple of years.

McCormick said without 
the new positions, staff sal-
aries increased by $268,842 
over the prior year. 

He said that Chapter 70 

funding increased from what 
was projected previously, 
and the town is now receiv-
ing about $41,000 more. 

McCormick said the 
town’s net school spending 
has decreased from year to 
year, with the Finance Com-
mittee suggesting the school 
district budget at 100% for 
the coming fiscal year, which 
is the minimum required.

The budget drivers con-
tinue to be out of district 
tuition, transportation and 
staff salaries.

He said with staff realign-
ments and offsets, the pro-
posed budget will be reduced 
by $108,000 since the last up-

date he provided. He said the 
high school has also received 
a $40,000 grant to be used 
for curriculum supplies.

These, including oth-
er offsets, have reduced 
the proposed budget by 
$480,311.50, without reduc-
ing any staffing positions.

“Unfortunately, when 
we’re talking about reduc-
tions…the most money’s 
involved with salaries,” Mc-
Cormick said. 

Another cost saving 
measure is eliminating one 
bus and reconfiguring the 
bus routes. He said this will 
increase students time on 
the bus by about 15 or 20 

minutes. 
McCormick said while 

he understands that this is 
a small school district with 
a declining student enroll-
ment, the elimination of 
positions is “very challeng-
ing.”

He provided a list of posi-
tions that could be removed, 
including an art teacher, 
music teacher, district-wide 
instructional coach, English 
Language Arts teacher in 
the high school, an English 
Language Learner teacher, 
paraprofessional, a physical 
education teacher and an el-
ementary school media spe-
cialist for a total savings of 

$448,180.
McCormick said these 

reductions would bring the 
budget close to the target 
of net school spending, re-
ducing the budget by $1.05 
million.

“The impact of reduc-
tions for these positions will 
be felt by all of our students, 
some greater than others,” 
he said. “Anytime you lose a 
staff member…students are 
impacted.”

McCormick said he rec-
ommended a level service 
budget, which would pre-
vent the loss of art, music, 
and more.

“If we continue to cut 

positions, we’re going to re-
ally build obstacles for that 
continuous improvement for 
our students and our fami-
lies,” he said. 

The School Committee 
members discussed the mer-
its of each of the positions 
on the list to be eliminated, 
and how important they are 
to the students.

The School Committee 
voted to accept the level ser-
vice budget as presented by 
McCormick, keeping the 
art, music and physical edu-
cation teachers. This brings 
the total reduction of the 
proposed FY 26 budget to 
$828,063.

BUDGET FROM PAGE 1

Briere welcomed mem-
bers of the Massachusetts 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution for a presenta-
tion. The DAR was founded 
back in the 1890s and is a 
nonprofit, volunteer women’s 
association that provided pa-
triotism, education and his-
toric preservation. 

Sharing information 
about the DAR was Past Re-
gent Anne Marie Safaee and 
Regent Helen Poirier. The 
DAR is also involved in par-
ticipating in events that hon-
or veterans. 

Commander Christopher 
Tourtellot from the Massa-
chusetts Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution presented 
a toast to the flag. After the 
toast, the fifth graders began 
placing the geraniums at the 
burial plots of the Revolu-
tionary War patriots. 

The musket salute was 

presented by the General 
Henry Knox Regimental 
Color Guard, with Tourtel-
lot giving commands. A pre-
sentation of “Taps” would 
soon follow as the trumpets 
echoed across the Old Burial 
Ground. 

BURIAL GROUND
 FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Commander Christopher Tourtellot from the Massachusetts Sons of the American Revolution is shown during “A Toast 
to the Flag”. 

A Memorial Day program was held at the Old Burial Ground 
in Sturbridge to commemorate the Revolutionary War heroes 
who are buried in this historical cemetery.

Retired Staff Sgt. Robert J. Briere, U.S. Air Force wel-
comed all the guests who attended this Memorial Day 
program at the Old Burial Groun

Past Regent Anne Marie Safaee, right, and Regent Helen Poiri-
er of the Massachusetts Daughter of the American Revolution 
attended the program at the Old Burial Ground and gave a pre-
sentation about DAR.  

Town Administrator Robin Grimm spoke during the 
Memorial Day program. 

These geraniums were placed by the burial plots of the Revolutionary War 
patriots at the Old Burial Ground by students from Burgess Elementary School.

As a decoration of the graves of the 
Revolutionary War patriots, these ge-
raniums were placed by fifth grade 
students at Burgess Elementary 
School. 
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though the percentage 
amount remaining that 
showed on the report 
looked okay, it did not take 
into consideration lump-
sum payments of about 
$345,000 and the estimated 
$425,000 of summer pays 
that were not accounted 
for,” she said. “I also not-
ed that there were grants 
that were in the negative 
balance, most importantly 
at that time, was a negative 
balance of $39,000 in the 
Targeted Assistance grant. 
To date, I have not received 
any response to that email.”

On April 30, LeBlanc 
sent another email to the 
Superintendent and Busi-
ness/HR Manager, and in-
cluded all members of the 
School Committee, Board 
of Selectmen and the Fi-
nance Committee chair. 

“I reiterated my concern 
with the school’s ability to 
fund the expenses through 
the remainder of the year,” 
she said. “According to my 
estimates, the school still 
had payroll obligations 
of $1.552 [million], never 
mind any other expenses…
the balance in the Gener-
al Fund at that time was 
$1.513.”

LeBlanc said this means 
that $39,000 of the payroll 
obligations would need to 
come from revolve, grant or 
gift accounts. She said this 
did not include the still-to-
come expenses of tuition, 
transportation, or monthly 
operating costs. 

She said major spend-
ing out of Circuit Breaker, 
school choice funds, Rural 
School Aid, Small Rural 
Schools grant, or other re-
volve or gift accounts could 
“have a major impact on 
any available offsets for the 
FY 26 budget.”

LeBlanc said she has still 
not received a response to 
her emails. 

She said it has also been 
discovered that the school 
has not expended all of its 
fiscal year 2024 grants, and 
now the Business/HR Man-
ager will need to go back 
through expenditures to 
find items that are part of 
the specific grant catego-
ries, resulting in transfers 
that need to be approved by 
both departments.

“These grants are de-
signed to supplement the 
school’s budget,” LeBlanc 
said. “At a minimum, there 
should be a plan to use 
them monthly with corre-
sponding drawdowns also 
conducted monthly. These 
FY 24 grants must be ex-
pended before you use any 
of the 25 grants.”

LeBlanc said this respon-
sibility falls directly on the 
Superintendent and the 
School Committee.

“It’s my hope that we can 
work and find a way that 
maybe if  there’s any unused 
FY 25 as well as the FY 26 
grants, to decrease any of 
the deficit on the net school 
spending figure and the 
school budget request,” she 
said. 

Comments from students 

and teachers
Valedictorian of the 

Class of 2025 Dayton Ford 
said he is concerned and 
heartbroken about the pro-
posed budget cuts for the 
school district’s fiscal year 
2026.

“They will be given the 
bare minimum,” he said. 
“No child deserves the bare 
minimum.”

Ford spoke of the mer-
its of the athletics and arts 
programs at the school and 
said they help to foster a 
love of learning.  He said 
over the past four years, he 
has watched the high school 
“grow and improve” as well 
as build a sense of commu-
nity for students.

Seniors Anthony Po-
lanco and Aiden Rodri-
guez were joined by junior 
Nathaniel Stonehouse to 
present a slideshow about 
the importance of the high 
school, its faculty and its 
programs.

Rodriguez said he strug-
gled in school until he came 
to North Brookfield where 
he found the support he 
needed. He is planning to 
study engineering when he 
attends UMass Dartmouth 
in the fall. 

“North Brookfield has 
built me up and I greatly 
appreciate that,” he said. 

Teacher Heather 
Macpherson said her child 
has school choiced to the 
district since he was in kin-
dergarten and is now a ju-
nior. She said it has been 
an honor working with her 
colleagues and the students.

“It would be absolutely 
devastating for our students 
to be shut out of this build-
ing and tuitioned out to 
Quaboag,” she said. 

She shared data on the 
long-term impact of school 
closures, and how the ef-
fects can leave a lasting im-
pression on students into 
adulthood.

Teacher’s union presi-
dent Damian Sarrette said 
if  students were sent to 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School, they wouldn’t 
have any of their trusted ed-
ucators and staff with them. 

He said this is not a gate-
way to regionalization with 
the larger school district.

Superintendent’s report
Superintendent Timothy 

McCormick said he attend-
ed the final session of his 
three-year new superinten-
dent induction program put 
on by the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education. He said he has 
worked with a coach during 
that time.

He said on May 13, he 
attended the One8 Foun-
dation’s event in Norwood 
with Principal John Diorio 
and science teacher Caitlin 
Malone. He said they at-
tended this event after ob-
serving Applied Learning 
techniques in action at oth-
er schools earlier in the year. 

McCormick gave an up-
date on the high school’s 
Advanced Manufacturing 
Pathways, which is a four-
year pathway with Project 
Lead the Way.

“What we’re trying to 

do is offer our students a 
pathway to career and col-
lege readiness in Advanced 
Manufacturing starting 
next year,” he said. “We will 
tailor our classes in STEM 
technology and every fresh-
man will take a STEM 
class…if they enjoy this 
pathway they can stay in 
this pathway through their 
senior year in high school.”

McCormick said this 
program allows students 
to take dual enrollment 
courses at Quinsigamond 
Community College, earn 
credentials and more.

McCormick said he is 
“very excited to build those 
opportunities for our kids.”

McCormick said the 
first year the high school 
received this designation it 
can receive $75,000 in grant 
funding, and then they can 
apply for $50,000 per year 
for the next four years in or-
der to support the program. 

Washington, D.C. trip
Margaret Hanson gave 

an update on the recent 
Washington, D.C. school 
trip. She said this is the third 
time the school has sent stu-
dents on this trip, which was 
open to students in grades 
seven-12. 

Hanson said the students 
and their families held many 
fundraisers to make this trip 
possible. 

“It was almost $40,000 in 
two years so that all of the 
students who wanted to go 
but couldn’t afford to were 
able to,” she said.

One of the trip leaders 
sent an email to the chap-

erones after the trip to ap-
plaud the students for their 
behavior. 

A number of students 
shared their photos and fa-
vorite memories from the 
school trip and shared their 
experiences.

Recognitions
McCormick recognized 

the outgoing Student Coun-
cil representative Dante Gi-
angrande.

“Dante has been a strong 
advocate for everything 
North Brookfield,” he said. 
“Whether it be Student 
Council events, athletics, 
student government, he was 
has been involved.”

He also welcomed Noah 
Gillette, who is taking over 
Giangrande’s position. 

Student Council update
Gillette said the Execu-

tive Board elections were 
held on May 5 and Teach-
er Appreciation Week was 
May 5-9. 

He said the Junior Con-
ference event for fifth grad-
ers will be held on June 3. 

“This will be for the fifth 
graders to give them the op-
portunity to learn about our 
school and Student Coun-
cil,” Gillette said. 

The annual Student 
Council lock-in will be held 
from Friday, June 6 through 
Saturday, June 7.

On the last day of school, 
the Hanson family and the 
Student Council will enjoy 
milkshakes and nondairy 
slushies for an end-of-the-
year sendoff. 
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Warriors grab 14th win over
Auburn, head into tournament

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AU B U R N — K a y d i e 
O’Neil is one of the three se-
niors on the Tantasqua girls’ 
varsity lacrosse roster.

O’Neil, who recently 
broke the team’s record for 
career goals, began playing 
lacrosse nine years ago as a 
third grader. The Lady War-
riors also won 14 matches 
during the 2016 season. 

For the first time since 
2016, the Lady Warriors 
won their 14th match of the 
season following a 14-7 vic-
tory against the Auburn 
Rockets at Memorial Field 
in Auburn on May 19.

“We haven’t won 14 
games in several years and it 
feels great,” said Tantasqua 
head coach Heather Egan. 
“All of the players on this 
year’s team have been work-
ing very hard and I’m very 
happy for them.”

The road victory im-
proved Tantasqua’s overall 
record 14-4.

Tantasqua also defeated 
Auburn, 14-10, in a home 
match at the beginning of 
the regular season.

The second meeting 
of the regular season was 
played on a cool and windy 
evening.

“I thought the wind was 
a factor in today’s game,” 
Egan said. “The wind made 
it very difficult for the play-
ers to communicate on the 
field.” 

Jessica Farland, who 
graduated from Tantasqua 
in 2012, previously held the 
team record for career goals 
with 206. O’Neil tied the re-
cord on a free position goal 
during the Lady Warriors 

11-10 senior night victory 
against Shepherd Hill Re-
gional on May 12. The oth-
er two seniors listed on the 
Tantasqua girls’ lacrosse ros-
ter are Anna Hendrikes and 
Stella Buday.

O’Neil then broke the re-
cord two days later with an 
unassisted goal in a 16-11 
win at Northbridge High 
School.

“I couldn’t have broken 
the record without the help 
of my teammates,” O’Neil 
said. “(Junior) Tess Alex-
ander has assisted many of 
my goals this season. The 
defense also causes a lot 
of turnovers, which makes 
things a lot easier for the 
offense. We do have a very 
strong all around team this 
year.”

The members of the Lady 
Warriors defensive unit are 
sophomore Bryn Carey, 
sophomore Tessa Sheldon, 
sophomore Kat Robbins, ju-
nior Elle Kearns, and Buday. 
The Lady Warriors starting 
goalie is junior Fiona Knott. 

Egan first informed 
O’Neil that she was ap-
proaching the record at the 
beginning of May.

“I didn’t know what 
the goal record was be-
fore Coach Egan told me,” 
O’Neil said. “I never expect-
ed to break a team record, 
but it was a cool feeling 
when I did do it.” 

O’Neil grew up playing 
lacrosse with Ally Orquiola, 
who’s a senior on the Wil-
braham & Monson girls’ lax 
team.

Egan also coached Far-
land, who played both soc-
cer and lacrosse at Union 
College in Schenectady, New 
York.

“I really enjoyed coach-
ing Jess Farland when she 
played for the lacrosse team. 
She held the goal record 
for a long time,” Egan said. 
“Kaydie is another out-
standing lacrosse player and 
is also a great kid.”  

O’Neil, who was also 
a starting defender on the 
Lady Warriors soccer team, 
will be joining the Whea-
ton College women’s soccer 
team in the fall. She’s also 
thinking about playing la-
crosse at the collegiate level. 

The two main reasons 
why Oneil decided to attend 
Wheaton College, which is 
in Norton Mass, is because 
of the coaching staff and it’s 
not very far away from Stur-
bridge.

“When I visited the 
school, I had a very good 
meeting with Mary-Frances 
Monroe, who’s the women 
soccer coach,” O’Neil said. 
“I also liked the campus and 
it’s a perfect distance away 
from home.”

If another member of the 
Lady Warriors lacrosse team 
does break the goal record 
during the next couple of 
years, O’Neil is hoping her 
younger sister, Maeve, who’s 
a freshman, will be able to 
accomplish the milestone.”

“It has been a lot of fun 
playing on the same lacrosse 
team with my younger sister 
this year,” Kaydie O’Neil 
said. “She’s also a very good 
goal scorer. If  anyone is go-
ing to break the record, I 
would be very happy if  she 
did it.”    

While Kaydie O’Neil led 
the way offensively with 
four goals and three assists 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Just like they 
did a year ago, the Pathfind-
er Tech softball team didn’t 
have very much trouble de-
feating a charter school from 
Boston in a Division 5 state 
tournament home game.

The 25th-seeded Lady Pi-
oneers exploded for 13 runs 
in the second inning enroute 
to a 22-0 victory over the 
40th-seeded Neighborhood 
House Charter School in 
a preliminary round game, 
last Friday afternoon.

The contest ended after 
4 ½ innings due to 12-run 
mercy rule.

“The girls have worked 
very hard all season long 
and they deserve to cele-
brate a postseason victory,” 
said Pathfinder Tech first-
year head coach Phil Gallo. 
“We didn’t know very much 
about our opponent, and 
they probably didn’t know 
anything about us either.”

The victory improved the 
Lady Pioneers overall record 
to 13-5. They beat Boston 
Collegiate Charter School, 
19-4, in last year’s prelimi-
nary round home game.

During the regular sea-
son, the Lady Pioneers 
scored ten or more runs in 
nine games. The 22 runs is a 
new season high. They post-
ed a 21-0 home win against 
the Renaissance School in 
the middle of May. 

The Neighborhood 
House Charter School, 

which is in Dorchester, 
opened its doors seven years 
ago. The school is nick-
named the Legends and the 
softball team qualified for 
the Division 5 state tourna-
ment for the first time. The 
Legends (11-8) didn’t appear 
like they were ready to com-
pete at the state level yet. The 
MIAA should think about 
having the charter schools 
play in their own state tour-
nament in the future. 

While the Lady Pioneers 
offense pounded out 13 base 
hits, which included a couple 
of home runs, senior right-
hander Kendra Burke struck 
out the first twelve batters 
that she faced.

“When Kendra is hitting 
her spots, I wouldn’t want to 
have anyone else standing in 

the circle for us,” Gallo said. 
“She pitched very well in to-
day’s game.”

It was the final home soft-
ball game for Burke, along 
with her classmates Greenly 
Lagimoniere, Lianna Car-
rasquillo, and Isabella Nom-
pleggi.  

Carrasquillo, who started 
at third base, knocked home 
the game’s first run with a 
flyball single to right field 
with no outs in the bottom 
of the first inning. Junior 
left fielder Addison Dok-
tor capped off the opening 
frame with a 3-run homer to 
left. Doktor also had an RBI 
single in the third.

“This was Addison’s best 
game of the season,” Gallo 

said. “We just kept hitting 
the ball hard from start to 
finish, which was good to 
see.”

Junior right fielder Emily 
Prouty led the way offensive-
ly with three base hits.

Lagimoniere (2-for-3), 
who started in centerfield, 
hit a two run home run in 
the second inning. It was her 
second home run of the sea-
son.

The Lady Pioneers sent 
18 batters to the plate during 
that frame. Nompleggi 
(shortstop) contributed with 
a pair of singles. Pathfinder 
also drew five walks in the 

Pioneers make quick work first tourney opponent

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Kendra Burke sends a pitch to the plate

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Putting the 
ball into the back of the net 
wasn’t a major issue for the 
Western Mass. Pioneers in 
their first two regular sea-
son matches.

The Pioneers, who out-
scored Boston City and 
the Albany Rush, 15-0, on 
the road, played a 1-1 draw 
against the Seacoast Unit-
ed Phantoms in the home 
opener at historic Lusitano 
Stadium on May 23.

“I thought it was a very 
good game tonight,” said 
longtime Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. 
“Seacoast won the champi-
onship last year and they’re 
a very good team again this 
year. They defended very 
well against us. We did play 
much better during the sec-
ond half than we did in the 
first half.”

The Pioneers first home 
match was played on a mis-
erable night weatherwise.

Eleven different players 
scored a goal in the Pio-

neers’ first two road match-
es. 

Israel Neto led the way 
offensively with three goals. 
Matt Cence and Robbie Ly-
ons both scored two goals. 
The other goals for the Pio-
neers were scored by Oskar 
Kaufmann, Aiden Kelly, 
Austin Bush, Jose Suarez, 
Jose Bustamante, Gustavo 
Barbosa, and Mamadi Ji-
ana, who’s a former mem-

ber of the Chicopee boys’ 
soccer team.  

The Phantoms (0-1-
1), who are the defending 
USL League Two National 
champions, had won the 
previous three matchups 
between the two rivals held 
at Lusitano Stadium. 

The home team had an 
opportunity to take an ear-
ly lead, but a breakaway 
opportunity by Kaufmann 
in the second minute of the 
match was saved by Sea-
coast goalie Jahn Tobias.

With 15 minutes remain-
ing in the first half, Tobias 
made a diving save on an-
other shot attempt from 
Kaufmann.

Down at the other end 
of the field, Western Mass. 
goalie Cameron Hall also 
made a couple of key saves, 
which kept the contest 
scoreless until the second 
half.

The Phantoms also had 

Claire Maschi fouls off a pitch.

Taylor Thorton hustles for first base.

Emily Forcier sizes up a hit.

After pair of big wins, Pioneers 
draw in home opener

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
Cameron Hall, Pioneers goalie, sends a free kick away.

Oskar Kaufmann grabs a quick stop.
See PIONEERS 
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NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

second.
Junior catcher Emily 

McNeaney had a two run 
double in the third inning, 
as the Lady Pioneers scored 
four more runs.

Burke’s perfect game 
bid came to an end after 
allowing a leadoff ground-
ball single in the fifth in-
ning. The base runner was 

thrown out trying to steal 
second base by McNeaney. 
Burke struck out the final 
two batters of the game.

During the regular sea-
son, Burke, who’s from 
Ware, hurled a perfect 
game and three no-hitters. 
She also struck out 21 bat-
ters in another game.  

“It feels amazing win-
ning my final home game,” 
Burke said. “I loved being 

a member of this softball 
team. I’m looking forward 
to coming back and watch-
ing them play next year.  

Burke is planning to play 
college softball at Worces-
ter State University next 
year.

The Lady Pioneers 
played eighth-seeded Hop-
kins Academy in a round 
of 32 game two days later.

SOFTBALL FROM PAGE 7 PIONEERS
FROM PAGE 7

nine corner kicks during the 
first 45 minutes.

Early in the second half, 
the referee awarded the 
Phantoms a penalty kick 
following a foul inside the 
box.

Hall, who posted shut-
outs in the first two match-
es, made a diving save on 
the shot taken by Taig 
Healy. The ball was de-
flected away by Hall, but 
Healy was in the right spot 
to knock home the rebound 
shot giving the visiting team 
a 1-0 advantage. 

The Pioneers scored the 
equalizer a little more than 
ten minutes later.

The scoring play be-
gan with Suarez sending a 
crossing pass from the left 
side of the penalty area to 
Kaufmann, who fired a shot 
into the lower right corner 
of the net.

Neither team was able to 
score another goal during 
the last 30 minutes of regu-
lation. 

The second meeting of 
the regular season between 

the two squads is scheduled 
to take place on June 25th.

The Pioneers played a 
road match against the Bos-
ton Bolts on June 3 before 

returning home three nights 
later to face NEFC, who’s 
competing at the USL-
League Two level for the 
first time this season.

against the Rockets (9-7), 
Maeve O’Neil scored two 
goals. She also had a pair 
of assists.

Alexander and junior 
Abbie Wotton each scored 
two goals.  

Alexander was credited 
with a team-high four as-
sists.

“Tess is one of the most 
unselfish players that I’ve 
ever coached,” Egan said. 
“She’s had nine or ten as-
sists in a couple of games 
this season.” 

Rounding out the scor-

ing column for the Lady 
Warriors were Carey, Hen-
drikes, and sophomore 
Tayvia Reissner.

The Rockets, who cele-
brated their senior night, 
held a 4-2 lead at the end 
of the opening period.

The Lady Warriors 
took the lead for the first 
time at 5-4 following a goal 
by Kaydie O’Neil with 6:47 
remaining in the first half.

She scored another goal 
less than twenty seconds 
later and the visiting team 
never looked back.

Goals by Carey and Al-
exander gave Tantasqua an 

8-4 halftime advantage.
“Our defense stepped 

up and the offense calmed 
down in the second peri-
od,” Egan said. “For some 
unknown reason, we’ve 
started several games slow-
ly this season. We buckled 
down in the second peri-
od.”

The Lady Warriors, 
who outscored the Rock-
ets, 9-3, during the second 
half, celebrated their 14th 
win of the 2025 campaign. 
They’ll be looking to cel-
ebrate a couple of more 
wins in the Division 2 state 
tournament.

WARRIORS FROM PAGE 7

Santiago Blasco Gomez balances the 
ball.

Jaiden Williams sets for a throw-in.

Israel Neto looks to clear the ball away.

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
DOMESTIC HAM .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/5/25-6/11/256/5/25-6/11/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
SUPERIOR ON MAIN JUMBO PAK

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED 30.75 OZ 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 1 LB BAG

COOKED SHRIMP 51/60 CT .......

$166
lb

ea
$999

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FRIED CHICKEN CUT UP.............. $249

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 
CUTLETS CUBED ..............................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$249
lb

lb
$369

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ............ $499

lb

lb
$264

$444
lb

BEEF EYE ROUND
WHOLE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$959

lb

$399

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS ......

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. MACKENZIE 12 OZ.

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS ......$299

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

ing the interconnectedness 
between the farms and the 
people they serve.  

Access Barriers 
Food access continues to 

remain a challenge for many 
residents. A significant por-
tion of the interviewees not-
ed barriers to effectively uti-
lizing benefit programs like 
SNAP (Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program), 
WIC (Women, Infants, and 
Children), school lunch pro-
grams, and Meals on Wheels. 
Although many people are 
familiar with these programs, 
accessing them is often more 
difficult than it seems.  

The Healthy Incentives 
Program, a matching initia-
tive for SNAP recipients to 
purchase fresh fruits and veg-
etables, was also mentioned 
as a program that many find 
confusing or difficult to nav-
igate. 

While HIP is available 
across Massachusetts, only 
certain farm stands, farmer’s 
markets, and mobile markets 

are eligible to accept these 
benefits. This creates a gap in 
availability for those who do 
not have access to HIP ven-
dors nearby.  

Additionally, interviewees 
shared concerns about the 
income eligibility threshold 
for SNAP, which many feel 
is too low to cover those who 
are just above the qualifying 
line but still struggle to af-
ford healthy food.  

Priority Needs 
One of the most pressing 

needs identified by the com-
munity is the establishment 
of more public growing spac-
es, including community gar-
dens. Many residents voiced 
a desire for accessible spaces 
where they could grow their 
own fresh produce. 

In response to this need, 
the Quaboag Valley Food 
Policy Council has formed 
a task force dedicated to ex-
panding community garden 
initiatives.  

“We are excited to work 
with the community to sup-
port residents in growing 
their own fresh produce,” 
Sawyer Blake said. “This is a 

fantastic opportunity to em-
power people to take control 
of their food access.”  

Opportunities 
for Improvement 

The assessment also high-
lighted several opportunities 
for enhancing food access in 
the region. These included 
increasing outreach and edu-
cation about available benefit 
programs, expanding access 
to HIP vendors, and raising 
awareness about local food 
assistance resources. 

Furthermore, community 
members expressed a desire 
for more initiatives that sup-
port local farmers and pro-
mote the region’s agricultural 
heritage.  

Next Steps 
The full results of the 

Community Food Access 
Assessment are now avail-
able online. To view the com-
prehensive report and learn 
more about the findings, 
visit healthyquaboag.org/
food-policycouncil. 

Community members 
interested in joining the 
QVFPC can email Sawyer at 
sblake@townofware.com.

FOOD ACCESS
 FROM PAGE 1Local author presents book talk 

and signing on June 12
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– On Thursday, June 12 at 
6:30 p.m., the Merriam-Gil-
bert Public Library, 3 West 
Main St., will be hosting a 
book signing and author 
talk with Ed Orzechowski.

Orzechowski (local au-
thor and former teacher at 
Quaboag Regional High 

School) will talk about 
his latest book: “Becom-
ing Darlene: The Story 
of Belchertown Patient 
#4952”. 

 At age 7, Darlene is 
sent to Belchertown State 
School, a dehumanizing 
institution where she meets 
a sister she didn’t know she 

had. Darlene considers her-
self  an “it,” unworthy of a 
name. Little Girl, Boy and 
Brains are voices inside her 
head who help her survive.

Books will be available 
for purchase. Please con-
tact the Library by calling 
508-867-1410 to register.

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The West Brookfield Farm-
ers Market has returned on 
the beautiful West Brook-
field Common for its 15th 
consecutive season.

The market is held on 
Wednesdays from 3-6 p.m., 
rain or shine, throughout 

the spring, summer and ear-
ly fall.

The 2025 season the mar-
ket will feature 17 vendors 
with a wide array of locally 
grown and made goods in-
cluding three new vendors 
sure to please the palate. 
The West Brookfield Farm-

ers Market is held every 
Wednesday afternoon from 
3-6 p.m. on the common 
starting on June 4 through 
Oct. 8, rain or shine.  

West Brookfield Farmers Market is held on 
Wednesdays
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Council. 
Polanco congratulated his 

fellow classmates for making 
it to this accomplishment in 
their lives. Polanco also ex-
pressed a thank you to Diorio 
for his tremendous support 
and leadership. 

“We can count on you to 
be in our corner,” Polanco 
said. 

The class Salutatorian was 
Asher Beaupre who spoke 
during the graduation cere-
mony. Beaupre talked about 
the tremendous support from 
family, teachers, and friends. 

Beaupre ended with an in-
spiring quote: “Choose your 
future, choose life.”

The Valedictorian, Day-
ton Ford, spoke next and 
talked about his journey 
through high school and the 
importance of working hard. 
Ford made an interesting 
point to his fellow classmates 
about what is next after fin-
ishing high school. 

Ford talked about how 
high school will always give 
them a boat full of memories 
and reminded his classmates 
its time to move forward in 
their own boat.

Ford said “go set sail” 
while concluding his speech. 

School Committee Chair-
man John Magario came up 
to share some congratulato-
ry remarks. In his remark, 
Magario congratulated the 
Class of 2025 and said “this 
moment is yours and you 
earned it.” 

Magario talked about how 

the world these students are 
about to enter into is a time 
of rapid change. 

“The world is out there 
waiting for you,” Magario 
said. 

Superintendent Tim Mc-
Cormick came up to speak 
and thanked all the staff, 
parents and caregivers for 
being a part of this ceremo-
ny. He spoke highly of all the 
graduating seniors and talked 
about their paths during high 
school. 

McCormick strongly be-
lieves these students will have 
“the power of perseverance 
and self-belief.” 

“You’re defined by the 
lives you touched and the 
people you helped along the 
way,” McCormick said.  

Awards and scholarships 
were also announced during 
the high school ceremony.

Aubriya Hutchinson was 

the recipient of the Julianne 
Caron Memorial Scholar-
ship; the Random Act of 
Kindness Award was given 
to Ayden Burnor and Aiden 
Rodriguez was the recipient 
of the John & Abigail Adams 
Merit Scholarship. 

Presenters Maybeth Ku-
larski and Melissa Hearn-
laye came up to present the 
Michael Keenan Memori-
al Scholarship, which was 
awarded to two students, 
Claudia White and Beaupre. 

After receiving their diplo-
mas, the Class of 2025 turned 
their tassels as their school 
song “Mingle Your Cheers” 
played as they exited the au-
ditorium. The graduating 
class would then go outside 
for some final group photos 
and to toss their caps into the 
air. 

 

GRADUATION 
FROM PAGE 1

Principal John Diorio spoke during the ceremony and expressed how proud he was to be their 
principal. 

The seniors take the stage of the auditorium. 

URLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
Dayton Ford is shown during his valedictorian speech

Anthony Polanco is the Class of 2025 President who was the first senior speaker during the grad-
uation ceremony. 

Parents, guardians and loved ones prepared to stand as the Class of 2025 entered the audi-
torium. 

Mia Socha approached the stage during the graduation. 

Claudia White is shown going up to receive the Mike Keenan Memorial Scholarship that was 
presented by Marybeth Kularski and Melissa Hearnlaye. 

Jamaal Jackson Jr. approached the stage during North Brookfield Jr.-Sr. High School graduation ceremony for the Class of 2025. 

North Brookfield Class of 2025 graduates

Jackson Babineau received his diploma alongside Principal John Diorio. 
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Juliette BoosAviendha Andreoli Alejandro Aponte-Cruz Trenton BensonIsabelle Aberle Jacque BoulaisMackenzie Archambault

Quaboag Regional High School
Class of 2025

Toby ChaplinLila Broadley Casyn Carpenter Parker ChaffeeJoshua Boyle Reilly ComptoisSamuel Carrasco

Cameron EvansLogan Corder Jarrett Dupre Michael EnetzelisSkylar Cook Izaiah FloresAllison Duszlak

Jeffrey HurleyEmily Ford Matthew Gattuccio Emily HubbelManuel Flores Abigail JolinLauren Grover

CLUETT’S
Furniture & Appliance Center
23 East Main Street, Ware
3 Mechanic Street, Ware

413-967-6871

A N D  E S P E C I A L L Y 

Aniya Suprise Burton 
& Matthew Gambino!

from your Friends at
Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency

19 N. Main Street, Belchertown 
 (413) 323-9611

15 Central Street, West Brookfield 
 (508) 867-4646

Servicing the Insurance Needs of 
Our Community for Over 100 Years

www.jefferyandjeffery.com 
413-967-9941

137 Main Street 
PO Box 720

Ware, MA 01082-0720

Class of 2025
CongratulationsCongratulations

&Jeffery
Jeffery

Deputy Tax Collectors
family.  integrity.  service.

Congratulations 
& Best Wishes
to the Class of 2025

Quaboag, North Brookfield 
& Quabbin Graduates

Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner
ABR,GRI,SRS,SRES,MRP,LMC,CDPE,
PSA,RENE,E-PRO,C2EX

New Year, New Real Estate Office, Same Great Service
Buying ... I am an accredited buyers representative
Selling... I have a proven marketing plan
Relocating... I can guide you every step of the way!

15 Years 
Experience

42 W. Main Street (Rt. 9)
Brookfield, MA • 508-341-8299 
www.lisacaron.com

Sherman Oil
SERVICE • VALUE • COMFORT

82 Ware Street, P.O. Box 376, West Brookfield, MA 01585
508-867-7447 • 413-967-6941

Fax: 508-867-3048 • Email: shermanoil@aol.com

Congratulations 
to all the 

2025 graduates!
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Dante MartinoYousif Khudhair Elise Kopec Evelyn LuukkoKatharina Joyce Sadie MayJoshua Leaming

Matthew MillerNorah McElroy Erin McGrath Blake MerrillAmelia McDonald Jack MorganLeyton McIsaac

Alessa ParksCorah Neilsen Madison Neilsen Samuel OvekaAlexie Morrison Aaron PatchenLillian Orozco

Falon RiceNora Pennington-Russell Evan Pollier Joseph ReynoldsKassidy Pelland Brasen SauriolVictoria Powell

Quaboag Regional High School
Class of 2025

Congratulations Congratulations 
& Best Wishes& Best Wishes

2025 
to theto the

GRADUATES
www.davesapp.com

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

42 W. Main Street, Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-6 • Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 10-3

Factory Authorized Technicians

Quabbin & North BrookfieldQuabbin & North Brookfield
Quaboag,Quaboag,

James Segatore
Hart Waz

Reilly Comptois
Tyler Monopoli
Michael Earl

Carsyn Knapik
Ellen Barkoskie

Sydney Ng
Jayden Woodsworth

Tristan Rondina
Skylar Ferreira
Gabe Gustafson

Jayden Woodsworth
Brianna Valley

121 East Main Street
West Brookfield

245 West Main Street
East Brookfield

especially

from the Dugas family
WESTBROOK 

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Insurance & Paralegal Services

BILL MANSFIELD, Founder/CEO

130 East Main Street, Post Office Box 1013
West Brookfield, MA 01585-1013

508-867-6894 • Fax: 508-867-7856

"Never be afraid to ask for the order."
Congratulations to the Class of 2025

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea

www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com • 978-434-1990

2025GraduatesGraduates
Good Luck

& May You All
Have a Successful 
& Bright Future

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Homeowners • Tenant • Motorcycle • CarHighest
Standards of
Professional 

Service

THE KORZEC 
INSURANCE AGENCY
Insurance Needs with a Personal Touch

2400 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 151
WEST WARREN, MA 01092
TEL: (413) 436-7000
FAX: (413) 436-7500

Congratulations
Class of 2025!Class of 2025!

444 Lower Rd, Hardwick, MA • 413.477.6913

Hardwick Farmers’ Co-Operative

Check out our website www.HardwickFarmers.net

Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 9-3

Grain & Feed - Farm & Garden Supplies

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 

Class of 2025

Grow Your 
Dreams!
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Cristyna TambolleoBlair Shown Chloe Smith Katelynn SwistakNorah Schwenker Elizabeth TetlowLucas Snow

Quaboag Regional High School
Class of 2025

Giovanni TwomeyLiam Tetreault Richard Tracy Parker TunleyCaydence Tetreault Sebastian Veliz-BaldizonSydney Tracy

Hart Waz Kandace WilcoxNina Vorobiova Makenna Williams

Country Bank is happy for you and
proud of all you’ve accomplished so far.
As you move onto greater challenges,

remember that your 
community bank stands beside you. 

Make your dreams come true.

GUZIK MOTOR SALESGUZIK MOTOR SALES
East Main Street, Rte. 9 & 32, WARE    413-967-4210 • (413) 967-7761

Under The Same Ownership For Over 48 Years

Good Luck Class of ’25

Main Street, East Brookfield
508-867-6253 • 800-287-6253

PARSONS AUTO INC.

 Luke Devine
 Dorian Frongillo

Isaac Hazard
Daniel Hobart
Elisas Morley

GRADUATESGRADUATES
Camera ShyCamera Shy  

May your hard work andMay your hard work and
 education open the door to a  education open the door to a world world 

of new opportunities and success!of new opportunities and success!

A Note of 
Congratulations

Morgan SoltysMorgan Soltys
Kylie GeorgeKylie George

Evelyn LuukkoEvelyn Luukko
Chloe LagrantChloe Lagrant
Ange FelicianoAnge Feliciano

Dakota KularskiDakota Kularski
Leah O’ClonnellLeah O’Clonnell

Jenna TuckerJenna Tucker

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907

from

2025
SENIORS

To Our

We’re proud of 
your accomplishments, 

and we wish you 
all the best!

Wishing This Year’s Graduates
  Great Happiness
    & Success
Hats off to the students whose hard work and dedication have led 
them to this milestone achievement. May the classroom and life 
lessons you’ve learned from your peers, parents and teachers here 
guide you toward continued success as you take the next step.

Peter Durant, 
State Senator

Donnie Berthiaume, 
State Representative

Your Success is BIG NEWS!
We are very proud of you!

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

From your friends at
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North Brookfield Jr./Sr. High School
Class of 2025

Jackson Babineau Asher Beaupre Ayden Burnor Christopher Clervil Alex Connon Nikko Corvese Dayton Ford

 Anthony Guertin Aubriya Hutchinson Jamaal Jackson  Kenyon Lawrence Mark McGraw Jr. Sama Moshin Bella O’Regan

Olivia Palmer Anthony Polanco Nathan Reilly Aiden Rodriguez Mia Socha

All the graduates showed their school pride by wearing purple

Valedictorian Dayton Ford is shown holding his diploma alongside his mother, father and grandfather.

Salutatorian Asher Beaupre is shown alongside family after the graduation ceremony.
Aiden Rodriguez was the recipient of the 
John & Abigail Adams Merit Scholarship. Nathan Reilly is shown with his mom after the graduation ceremony. 

Superintendent Tim McCormick spoke during the 168th Graduation Exercise of North Brookfield Jr.-Sr. High School. 
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HELP WANTED
KITCHEN / DISHWASHING POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
kitchen staff.

Eagle Hill School is seeking full and part time kitchen staff for dishwasher 
positions as well as food preparation and serving.

 - Ability to work in a team environment
 - Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
 - Must be flexible regarding scheduling, including nights, 
  weekends, and/or holidays as needed
 - Successful completion of background checks is required
 - Physical Requirements and Work Environment
 - Must be able to lift approximately 30-50 pounds
 - Bend, kneel, push, pull, and other physical exertion
 - Ability to stand and walk for extended periods of time
 - Work in a hot and damp environment with moderate 
  to high noise volumes

Schedule
Year round, full time schedule
Ability to work evenings, weekends, and holidays as needed, including 
occasional events
Extended hours required on an as needed basis

HELP WANTED
HOUSEKEEPING / CUSTODIAL POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
housekeeping team.

Essential Duties & Responsibilities: 
- Window cleaning; Vacuuming; Dusting; Trash Removal; Restroom 

Cleaning; Floor cleaning with commercial machines

Required Qualifications & Skills
- Ability to work in a team environment; Proven ability to work 

independently with minimal supervision; Must be flexible regarding 
scheduling based on business demands; Successful completions of 
background check; Willingness to work flexible schedule including 
nights, weekends, and/or Holidays as needed

Physical requirements:
- Able to lift up to 50 lbs.; Able to push/pull up to 50 lbs.; Able to bend, 

stretch, and twist; Able to stand for long periods of time; Able to climb 
multiple flights of stairs on daily basis and walk frequently; Able to work 
with chemicals according to directions

Eagle Hill School is located in Hardwick, MA and 
is a private boarding school for high school students in grades 8 through 12. 

If interested, call Devon Jurczyk, 413-207-7021. Phone calls only.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

services – doctors, medical 
tests, etc. Medicare Part A 
is free to you, but there is a 
premium for Medicare Part 
B ($185/month for 2025). 

Note that you will need 
to pay a Part B premium as 
long as you are enrolled in 
Medicare Part B (it doesn’t 
go away after you are collect-
ing Social Security, but it is 
taken from your Social Secu-
rity payment). And there is 
no way for you to avoid the 
Part B premium after enroll-
ing and enrolling in Part B is 
necessary for you to continue 
your military TriCare-for-life 
benefits. Note that Medicare 
Part A and Part B do not in-
clude prescription drug cov-
erage, but your TriCare cov-
erage usually does.  

It’s important to note that 
Medicare and Social Secu-
rity are two independent se-

nior programs with different 
eligibility rules. As you may 
know, you can collect early 
(reduced) Social Security at 
age 65 (and have your Medi-
care Part B premium deduct-
ed from your SS payment). 
But you would be collecting 
Social Security early and, in 
addition to a reduced bene-
fit, you would also be subject 
to Social Security’s annual 
earnings test if  you are still 
working. The SS earnings 
test limits how much you can 
earn before some of your SS 
benefits are taken away if  
you exceed the earning limit 
prior to your full retirement 
age. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-

cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

So, is it unfair that you 
must pay for Medicare Part 
B before you are collect-
ing Social Security? Well, I 
think not, because the two 
programs are completely in-
dependent benefits (the So-
cial Security Administration 
merely administers Medicare 
payments as a convenience). 
Remember your Medicare 
Part A is free, but you must 
pay a premium for Part B, 
and you must take both to 
retain your military TriCare-
for-Life benefits. You can vis-
it this site to see how to pay 
your Medicare premiums 
until it is later deducted from 
your Social Security pay-
ment: www.medicare.gov/
basics/costs/pay-premiums/
online-bill-pay.    

Once again, thank you for 
your service to our country. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY
FROM PAGE 4

New Braintree Police Log
During the weeks of May 

19-June 2, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 27 building/
property checks, 22 directed/
area patrols, 13 radar assign-
ments, two traffic controls, 
five emergency 911 calls, three 
citizen assists, four assist oth-
er agencies, four safety haz-
ards, one complaint, one mo-
tor vehicle investigation, three 
animal calls and 16 motor ve-
hicle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, May 19
9:35 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Dennis Whitney Road, Dis-
patch Handled

Tuesday, May 20
6:02 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:43 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

6:57 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

Thursday, May 22
7:50 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Ware Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

8:08 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Padre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, May 23
3:21 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9:01 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Barre Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Saturday, May 24
8:29 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Gilbertville Road, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, May 25
5:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Ravine Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Monday, May 26
12:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

12:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

Tuesday, May 27
10:09 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Ware Road, Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency

Wednesday, May 28

9:20 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Of-
ficer Handled

1:23 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Unknown Location, 
Officer Handled

Thursday, May 29
11:23 a.m. Assist Oth-

er Agency, Hardwick-New 
Braintree, Officer Handled

Friday, May 30
10:10 a.m. 911 Complaint/

Motor Vehicle Operations, 
North Brookfield Road, Tak-
en/Referred to Other Agency

10:38 a.m. 911 Misdial, 
Barre Cut Off Road, No Ac-
tion Required

3:59 p.m. Suspicious Ac-

tivity, Cushman Road, Re-
port Taken

Saturday, May 31
7:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Ravine Road, Citation 
Issued

Sunday, June 1
10:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Hardwick Road, Cita-
tion Issued

4:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Ravine Road, Written 
Warning

4:55 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Gilbertville Road, Officer 
Handled

8:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Ravine Road, 
Services Rendered

East Brookfield Police Log
During the week of April 

28-May 4, the East Brook-
field Police Department re-
sponded to 190 building/
property checks, 52 directed 
area patrols, 12 traffic con-
trols, nine radar assignments, 
five emergency 911 calls, five 
citizen assists, five assist oth-
er agencies, one motor vehicle 
investigation, two complaints, 
two safety hazards, one identi-
ty theft, one scam, one proper-
ty damage, one larceny/theft/
shoplifting, two animal calls 
and 45 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of East Brookfield.

Monday, April 28
8:20 a.m. Identity Theft, 

Connie Mack Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

8:46 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Connie Mack Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

9:32 a.m. Scam, Young 
Road, Report Taken

11:11 a.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, East Main 
Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

3:12 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
East Main Street, Trans-
ferred Call to C3

4:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

Tuesday, April 29
9 a.m. 911 Neighbor 

Dispute, Drake Lane, Ser-
vices Rendered

1:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, East Main 
Street, Officer Handled

8:15 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, West Main 
Street, Services Rendered

8:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Wednesday, April 30
8:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Connie Mack Drive, 

Citation Issued
9 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Connie Mack Drive, 
Citation Issued

9 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Gleason Avenue, No Ac-
tion Required

11:06 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Connie Mack Drive, 
Services Rendered

2:55 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Flagg Road, Services Ren-
dered

4:02 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

4:41 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, East Main Street, 
Criminal Complaint

Thursday, May 1
6:35 a.m. 911 Misdial, 

North Brookfield Road, 
Checked/Secured

7:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lashaway Drive, Ci-
tation Issued

7:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Lashaway Drive, Ci-
tation Issued

8:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

9:34 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Unknown Location, Ser-
vices Rendered

9:35 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Podunk Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

2:07 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Connie Mack 
Drive, Officer Handled

4:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation issued

5:41 p.m. Property Dam-
age, Lashaway Drive, Nega-
tive Contact

6 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

6:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-

sued
7:29 p.m. Complaint/

Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Harrington Street, Nega-
tive Contact

Friday, May 2
11:54 a.m. Motor Vehi-

cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

4:24 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, West Main Street, 
Services Rendered

5:27 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack 
Drive, Officer Handled

Saturday, May 3
4:08 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Out of Town, Offi-
cer Handled

7:19 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Shore Road, Services Ren-
dered

5:15 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
East Main Street, Officer 
Handled

7:43 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Out of Town, Ser-

vices Rendered
8:07 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Spencer, Services 
Rendered

11:38 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield 
Road, Citation Issued

Sunday, May 4
9:04 a.m. Radar, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation 
Issued

9:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Blaine Avenue, Cita-
tion Issued

11:17 a.m. Traffic Con-
trol, Harrington Street, Ci-
tation Issued

11:28 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Harrington Street, 
Citation Issued

3:21 p.m. Traffic Con-
trol, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

3:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

PLEASE REMEMBER 
TO RECYCLE THIS 

NEWSPAPER
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time 
mornings and weekends. Warren – local 
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org
Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand 
for extended periods of time. Four-day work 
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356. CHAMELEON 

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!
BEAT THE TARIFF!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

BEAT PRICE INCREASES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

With Rent Prices Going Up, 
Now’s A Great Time To Buy!   

Call Me To Help You Buy Your New Home 
Before The One You Want Is Gone!  

Call Me To Help You Sell Your Home And 
Help Make Someone’s Dream Come True!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

This expansive Colonial-style residence, 
set amidst over 2.5 acres, showcases four 
bedrooms and three full bathrooms. The 
property encompasses a fully equipped 
kitchen, first-floor laundry, a bright office/
study with a private entrance to the 
fenced backyard, and mature landscap-
ing. The primary bedroom presents a walk-in closet and an ensuite bathroom. 
Additional amenities include a two-car heated garage with a separate shed for 
lawn equipment and a whole-house Generac generator, complemented by newly 
installed flooring throughout the home. Conveniently located on a cul-de-sac, it 
offers easy access to the Mass Pike and a short commute to Amherst.

NEW LISTING - $449,900
22 BERKSHIRE CIRCLE, WARE, MA

OPEN HOUSE - FRIDAY, JUNE 6TH, 5-6:30 PM

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 2 ............Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Ready to make
        your move?

Spring into action
and give me a call

or check out my website
www.lisacaron.com

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC.
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

OUR PRODUCTS 
INCLUDE:

The Largest Selection of 
Eastern White Pine in the Area

Wide Pine Flooring, 
Paneling, Siding

Beams & Timbers

Natural or Dyed Bark Mulch 
at Mill Direct Pricing

413-477-6050
Cleveland Road (off Route 32) • Hardwick/Barre Line
Open Monday-Friday 7am-4pm; Saturday 7am-Noon

JOHN SHEA’S 
Appliance Repair

11 Hayden Ave., Brookfield, MA 01506
508 867 7124

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0009

www.hannasonmain.com

We Are Open For Breakfast

Every Sunday 8am - 12pm

All of your
Favorite Breakfast

Items!
Bloody Ma

rys
Mimosa

OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wed - Fri at 11:00AM

Dinner served
Saturday from 11am - 10pm
& Sunday from 12pm - 9pm

Function Room Available!
(up to 50 people)

Book Your Event Today!

Weekly Events

Every Wednesday
$599 Burgers at 4PM

& Musical Bingo at 6:30

Every Thursday
$6 Pizza at 4PM &

Opinionation at 6:30

Every Friday
Live Entertainment,
Weekly Specials &

Fried Seafood Favorites

Prime Rib Dinner
Served Every Saturday 4pm - Close

Includes a generous portion of our
slow roasted prime rib

served with a baked potato
and a seasonal vegetable.

While Supplies Last!

Make Your
Reservations

For
Father’s Day

Today!


