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An unforgettable feast 
for your Grad
There’s nothing but farm-fresh goodness on the 
menu for your special graduation celebration Check 
out our catering menu at FarmerMatt.com/catering.

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

GRADUATION PARTY CATERING

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

STURBRIDGE – Bob Bri-
ere owes us. When folks gath-
ered together on Veterans Day, 
2023 the weather was hardly 
salubrious, but back then, he 
promised that the Memori-
al Day celebration would be 
warm and sunny.

Unfortunately, on May 23 
at 10 a.m. the weather did not 
comply with Briere’s climate 
pledge. No matter, we can cut 
him some slack as the few rain-
drops were nothing compared 
to what the men who marched 
to join the Revolution endured 
and who we were assembled to 
commemorate,

On Thursday, Briere was 
stationed at the entrance 
to Sturbridge’s Old Burial 
Ground where Revolutionary 
soldiers rest. Dan Soper stood 
beside him. 

Briere is a Korean War Air 
Force veteran. Soper served in 
the 82nd Airborne during Op-
eration Desert Storm in Iraq, 
and will take over from Briere 
in leading the ceremonies in 
coming years.

To the left of the entrance 

Revolutionary veterans remembered 
at the Old Burial Ground

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BROOKFIELD – With flag 
at half staff, the town remem-
bered the brave men and wom-
en who gave their lives for our 
country, and celebrated and 
honored these brave soldiers 
and their families.

Brookfield 
celebrates 
Memorial 
Day with the 
community

Amie Vogel ready to hand out poppies 
with a smile. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE 
PAPPAS

See BROOKFIELD  I  PAGE 12

Dan Soper and Bob Briere begin the Memorial Day ceremony at the Old Burial Ground. TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHYSee VETERANS   I   PAGE 7

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional School District wel-
comed members of local fire 
and police departments to pro-
vide an assembly at the middle 
school regarding fire safety.  

This special presentation 
on May 24 taught students 
the importance of making an 
emergency call, fire prevention, 
fire safe practices and how to 
recognize an emergency. Barre 
Firefighter and EMT Christina 

Student receives award for Arson Watch Poster Contest

Silas Flint was the winner of the 2024 Arson Watch Reward Poster Contest. Flint is 
shown alongside his parents and Christina Gustafson of the Barre Fire Department.  
TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGOSee CONTEST   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Voters took action on 27 ar-
ticles at a special town meeting 
held on May 17, that lasted just 
under a half hour. 

Motions on all of the arti-
cles passed, with voters choos-
ing to take “no action” on arti-
cle 26, which sought to transfer 
funds from the Sewer Operator 
2 salary to Sewer Chemicals.

Town Beach funds
Article 18 asked voters to 

transfer $5,000 from the Town 

Beach Purchase and Services 
account to the Playground & 
Recreation Supplies account.  

Board of Selectman Vice-
Chair Elizabeth “Brooke” Can-
ada said the town is no longer 
working with East Brookfield 
on the beach. She said resi-
dents are still welcome to use 
the beach. 

“At this point, we don’t have 
any responsibility for it,” she 
said. 

Parks & Recreation Com-
mittee Chair Brandon Avery 
said the committee has plans to 

STM approves account transfers

See TRANSFERS   I   PAGE 3
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ....

USDA INSP. 

SALE DATES: 5/30/24-6/5/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...$139 USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY

PACK CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
41/50 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .......................$399

lb

lb
$1399

$335

$599
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN
SALMON FILLETS .................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
CHICKEN THIGHS .................. lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. 

COOK’S SMOKED HAM 
PORTIONS BUTT or SHANK ....... lb99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

AMERICAN LAMB
RIB CHOPS

$999

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$466
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL .............................

$999
lb

$299

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CHULETA KAN KAN 
PORK CHOPS .........................

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF PORTERHOUSE 
or T’BONE STEAKS

$899
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – Last fall, 
West Brookfield wood turner Frank 
White held his first gallery show at West 
Brookfield Art & Frame, and he was 
surprised by the outpouring of support 
he received for his craft. 

On Friday, June 7 from 5-7 p.m., 
Frank will return to the gallery located 
at 10 East Main St., for an artists’ re-
ception honoring both him and his son, 
Eric White, who is joining him for their 
first ever joint show, “Chip n’ the Old 
Block.”

Gallery hours at West Brookfield 
Art & Frame are Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Frank said he is glad to see his son 
coming into his own as an artist, adding 
that he doesn’t take any responsibility 
for his success.

“I’m really excited,” Eric said. “My 
father is the person that I really emulate 
in terms of his work.”

Eric added that he is honored to be 
in this show alongside his father.

Like his father, Eric took a wood 
turning class at the Center for Crafts in 
Worcester, although he wasn’t as imme-
diately hooked on the craft as his father 
was. 

Eric said wood turning didn’t “click” 
for him until about eight or nine years 
ago.

“For some reason, the tools felt 
right, and I learned a lot,” Eric said. “It 
was really funny to come back to it after 
20 years having taken the class.”

Eric has gone on to take more class-
es, including a box making class in 
North Carolina, which has allowed him 
to create intricately detailed containers 

in all shapes and sizes which fit together 
seamlessly.

Frank said his son has a technique 
that as far as he knows, is unique to 
him. This technique includes using bits 
and burrs to carve and texturize the 
wood, then layering it with anywhere 
from five to 13 coats of paint using a 
dry brush process. 

The end result seemingly transforms 
the wood into earthen, or gem-toned 
colored stone. But it is all the same piece 
of turned wood that he started with.

Eric also likes to add freehand de-
signs to his wood turned items, before 
lightly carving them out to create a little 
bit of a relief.

Since his last show, Frank has created 
some new pieces, including a large vase 
with a wood-burned heron and cattails 
emblazoned on it. He’s also revamped 
some of his previous pieces, adding 
pops of color to the flowers carved on 
them.

Frank said he is not as brave with 
color as Eric is, but was inspired by his 
work.

“Eric’s bolder than I am,” Frank 
said. “He plays with colors.”

About the artists
Eric and his wife Melissa have re-

cently moved to New Hampshire, but 
his studio is located in the Western Ave-
nue Studio in Lowell, where he joins 350 
other artists in an old mill. Eric grew up 
in West Brookfield and graduated with 
a degree in history from Denison Uni-
versity.

He worked for 25 years at Old Stur-
bridge Village, followed by 17 years at 
the Boston Society of Architects.

Frank and his wife Patty have lived 
in West Brookfield since 1971. He was a 
curator of Mechanical Arts at Old Stur-
bridge Village and before that he taught 
Latin at the Williston School.

.

Chip n’ the Old Block

Father/son duo get ready for first gallery show together

Eric White crafted these uniquely colored and textured wood turned items, including a bowl and containers. 
He will be joining his father, Frank White, for their first combined gallery show, “Chip n’ the Old Block” at 
West Brookfield Art & Frame, opening Friday, June 7 from 5-7 p.m. TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE

West Brookfield wood turner Frank White is back with some new piec-
es at the upcoming show with his son, Eric.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

use the funds for the upkeep and repairs 
to town playgrounds.

Opioid settlement
Article 27 asked voters to rescind a 

vote approved at town meeting on May 
5, 2023 (article 17), to establish an Opi-
oid Stabilization account and see if  vot-
ers will transfer that fund’s balance to 
an Opioid Special Revenue account.

The town is participating in the com-
monwealth’s financial settlement from 

several opioid companies as a way to re-
duce the impact of the opioid epidemic. 
The money received can be used for sub-
stance use prevention, harm reduction, 
treatment and recovery support.

When the town joined the settlement, 
a stabilization account was required to 
accept the funds. 

Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre said it was difficult to utilize the 
funds in this type of account, requir-
ing special town meeting approval 
each time. She said legislation has now 

changed the requirement to a special 
revenue account, which will make the 
money more accessible. 

Announcement
Moderator James Cadwell said he 

will not be seeking reelection at the next 

annual town election, after serving in 
that capacity for 12 years. 

He made the announcement to give 
the residents time to find a suitable re-
placement.

“I’ve enjoyed it immensely,” Caldwell 
said of his time as Moderator.

TRANSFERS   I  FROM PAGE 1

From the desk of Colleen Mucha, 
Superintendent QRSD

BARRE – Quabbin Regional School 
District announces they have received 
a grant from the One8 Foundation to 
fund  the implementation of Project 
Lead the Way Launch curriculum for all 
students in grades kindergarten through 
sixth grade across the district.  

Project Lead the Way is an applied 
learning curriculum, meaning that stu-
dents learn by engaging in direct ap-
plication of skills and use of tools to 
solve real world problems. Currently, 
students at Quabbin Regional Middle 
High School have opportunities to en-
gage with the Project Lead the Way cur-
riculum in grades 7-12. 

The Project Lead the Way curriculum 
and courses are part of our Innovation 
Pathway programming.  High school 
students may choose to take courses 
in CyberSecurity, Computer Science 
Principles, Principles of Engineering or 
Computer Integrated Manufacturing.  
These courses prepare students with 
career readiness skills such as develop-
ing as collaborators and thinkers while 
adopting a problem-solving mindset. 
High School PLTW courses may also 
be recognized for college credit.

With the addition of the PLTW 
curriculum at the elementary level, stu-
dents will begin building essential skills 
as early as kindergarten. Their educa-
tors have selected the curriculum mod-

ules carefully to vertically align with the 
high school offerings and Innovation 
Pathway programs. Students will begin 
to work through the engineering design 
process now in elementary school.  

They will work collaboratively and 
think critically as they design and inno-
vate. Educators are confident that this 
will allow their students to achieve the 
Vision of the Graduate – They will be: 
Respectful, Responsible, Resilient and 
Innovative. Project Lead the Way will 
be taught during the  elementary STEM 
classes with their teachers Mrs. Vincent 
and Miss Brown.  

Recently, the team attended the first 
of several professional development 
offerings at the Worcester DCU spon-
sored by the One8 Foundation. Here 
they had the opportunity to participate 
in one of the learning challenges that 
they will teach to the third grade stu-
dents next year. 

Their challenge was to create a ma-
chine using wheels and axles that would 
transport a small speaker.  Quabbin ed-
ucators began by discussing possibilities 
of design and then they drew their ideas 
in an engineering notebook. They then 
collaborated again and determined, 
which design they wanted to try.  The 
team got to work quickly and found 
success, but then one of the instructors 
challenged them to build the design us-
ing fewer wheels. Again they went to 
work to solve that challenge. 

While the challenge was designed 

The Quabbin PLTW champions are pictured during their recent professional development session sponsored 
by the One8 Foundation. Shown from left are Tricia Worthington, Cassidy Bulger, Rebecca Vincent, Julie 
Brown, Andrea Collette and Ashley Cranston. SUBMITTED PHOTO

QRSD receives One8 Foundation grant

for early learners, it was still very en-
gaging for the adults that were working 
through it for the first time. Educators 
were observed trying different itera-
tions and making modifications until 
they felt the challenge was met. This 
involved communication between team 
members, critical thinking, redesign and 
a feeling of accomplishment when they 
met their goal.  

What was interesting was that they 
also were not fully satisfied with their 

work and pushed themselves to try to 
make the design stronger and more sup-
portive. While the team was given a time 
constraint, they completed three differ-
ent designs – way to go QRSD.

A huge shout out to all of the edu-
cators of the Quabbin Regional School 
District. Thank you for all you do. 
Happy Teacher and Staff Appreciation 
Week.
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I received an email from a Brimfield 
couple, who spotted a male and female 
rose-breasted grosbeak a their feeder. They 
also had an indigo bunting and reported 
their hummingbirds were back.

The female rose-breasted grosbeak like 
many female bird species lacks the brilliant 
colors of the male. The female has a white 
eyebrow, brown in color with heavy streak-
ing and two white wing 
bars. She shows yellow 
“armpits” in flight.

The male has a black 
head and back with a 
red triangle on its white 
breast. In flight it shows 
white patches and rose-
red “armpits.” Gros-
beaks are eight inches 
long. Their song is a 
rapid series of whistles 
often called a “robin in 
a hurry.” Their call is 
a distinct squeak like a 
“sneaker on a gym floor.”

The female lays three to six pale blue 
eggs with irregular brown spots in a nest of 
coarse and fine twigs lined with horsehair, 
rootlets and grasses placed in the branch of 
a tree 5 to 25 feet above the ground. 

Belchertown birds
A Belchertown resident sent this email, 

“We saw our first Northern oriole this year 
on Thursday, May 9. He was scolding my 
husband as he changed the bird bath water. 
We usually have a pair nesting in the shag-
bark hickory in front of our house. Hope-
fully, they will do so again this year.”   

She also said she had not seen any chick-
adees and usually has many in her yard. She 
wonders why. She also has redwings, gold-
finches, house finches, mockingbirds, cat 
birds, robins, bluebirds, swallows and house 
wrens. 

Birds at Warren ponds
A Brimfield resident often reports on the 

birds he sees. He visited a pond on South 
Street in Warren on May 9 and saw an os-
prey and six great blue heron. There were 
two new nests at the pond making a total of 
four nest there. 

Other birds were a red-tailed hawk, tur-
key vulture, two mourning doves, one crow, 
three three swallows, one barn swallow, six 
common grackles and six red-winged black-
birds.

On the same day, he visited a pond on 
New Reed Street in Warren and saw two 
spotted sandpipers, two

double-crested cormorants, two turkey 
vultures, three Eastern kingbirds, five tree 
swallows, four red-winged blackbirds, six 
common grackles and on yellow warbler.

He said, “This week in the yard we have 
four catbirds, and a pair has started a nest 

iin the quince bush near the 
house. I’ve see two female 
ruby-throated hummingbirds 
and one male. A male was 
seen April 29 a little earlier 
that usual.”

More birds
The same Brimfield res-

ident saw two female Balti-
more orioles and one male at 
the orange and jelly feeder. 
A common yellowthroat and 
an American redstart, both 
males, were in the yard recent-
ly as was a house wren. The 
wrens have nested in nesting 

boxes the last several years. 
He also said a Cooper’s hawk has been 

patrolling the area the past week or so, but 
hasn’t seen any piles of feather.

Another visit to Warren ponds
At the South Street pond in Warren, he 

said, “The ospreys are continuing to tend 
their nest 

and there are now four for sure, maybe 
five great blue heron nests. One of the heron 
nests has three chicks as of a few days ago.”

On New Reed Street in Warren, there 
were two double-crested cormorants for 
about a week until yesterday and I saw a 
blue-headed vireo there.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

It’s amazing how quickly some seeds can 
germinate.  

I was worried that I was late in sow-
ing my Morning Glory seeds when I planted 
them on the 17th of May. Lo and behold, two 
days later they are sprouted, and here we are 
a week plus more and they are nearly ready 
to be planted in the garden!  

My first experience with Morning Glories 
was with a childhood friend. Her dad used to 
grow them so that they climbed up his fancy, 
road-side mailbox.  

That memory has to be over four decades 
old at this point, but I still remember how 
well he grew those morning glories. 

Are you interested in enhancing a lamp 
post or trellis with summer color?  This annu-
al flowering vine can put on upwards of ten 
feet of growth in just two months!   

Although the trumpet-shaped flowers 
bloom from just dawn to late morning, most 
gardeners are enamored by them and their 
lovely heart-shaped leaves.

Here are some tips to get them off and 
running:  

Morning glories have hard seed coats. To 
speed up germination, nick the seeds lightly 
with a file and soak them overnight in luke-
warm water.  

If  you are nervous about the nicking 
part, even just soaking will help. Sow them 
one-half inch deep directly in the ground in 
a spot in your yard that receives full sun or 
light shade.  

It is not necessary to fertilize the soil heav-
ily prior to planting. In fact, soil that is too 
rich will produce abundant foliage at the ex-
pense of flowers.  

Once the plants are up and growing, thin 
morning glories to at least three inches apart. 
It is important to provide them with some 
sort of support immediately.  

Therefore, install your trellis before plant-
ing and provide enough twiggy low branches 
up against lamp posts or fences for twining 
stems to reach for until they get established. 
Wire fencing and twine “cages” will also do 
the trick.  

Morning glories require little care other 
than water during droughty periods.  

The hardest part about growing these 
climbers is deciding which variety to grow! 
Choose the deep purple, red-throated heir-
loom “Grandpa Ott’s.”  

It climbs to a remarkable 15 feet with sup-
port and will self-sow abundantly each year. 
Another old favorite and readily available 
morning glory is “Heavenly Blue.”  

This variety has five-inch sky blue flowers 
with creamy white throats. It will top off at 
six to eight feet. 

How about the 1939 All American Selec-
tions award winner “Scarlett O’Hara?”   Her 
rosy red flowers are three to four inches wide, 
borne on vines eight to ten feet tall.  

A new and most interesting morning glory 
goes by the name “Cotton Candy.” Its flow-
ers are double and ruffled, with a shape simi-
lar to that of a nasturtium.  

With a height of just six feet, this variety 
is useful on shorter trellises. Another double 
variety goes by the name of “Sunrise Sere-
nade.”  

This one boasts three inch flowers with 
ruby red, frilly petals. Although its height 
tops off at 15 feet, “Sunrise Serenade” will 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

There’s still time to 
sow Morning Glories 
seeds

bloom earlier and stay open longer than 
most other varieties.  

Consult your favorite seed catalog for 
other neat morning glories, including a pure 
white, a rosy “chocolate” and numerous 
bicolors. The sky is literally the limit, and 
these plants will sure reach for it!

If  you want to get a head start next year, 
sow the seeds indoors two weeks prior to 
setting out. You will be delighted with flow-
ers earlier in the summer.  

Be careful when transplanting, howev-

er, or the vines will be set back. Also, use 
caution when handling the seeds around 
children and pets; they are considered poi-
sonous.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 

Female rose-breasted grosbeak
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PETERSHAM – Fisher Museum 
Harvard Forest welcomed the public for 
a free open house recently.

This was a great time for the public 
to visit and get to know Harvard Forest 
and what it has to offer from education, 
history and nature walks that expose the 
beauty of nature. 

Director of Education and Outreach, 
Clarisse Hart was excited to be a part 
of this open house for the Fisher Muse-
um and get the community involved in a 
public return to the building.

The open house was a way to “invite 
people in an informal way,” Hart said. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
museum staff wanted to welcome the 
public back to the building. One of 
the education specialists behind the the 
works of the open house was Maricela 
Escobar. 

With the weather warming up and 
spring feeling like spring, Escobar 
thought this past weekend was the per-
fect time to have an open house for the 
museum.

“This is good to do in April,” Esco-
bar said. “Making community connec-
tions.”

The museum was first opened in 1941 
and have highlighted information on 
forest ecology, landscape history, and 
land conservation and management. 

The Fisher Museum’s primary exhib-
it is 23 internationally acclaimed mod-
els (dioramas), the first seven of which 
depict 230 years of landscape change in 
central New England, beginning with 
European colonization in 1700. The re-
maining dioramas portray 20th-century 
forest management techniques and a se-

ries of conservation challenges includ-
ing erosion and fire.

The museum has over 40 staff mem-
bers consisting of researchers, woods 
crew and an education team. There are 
also about 30-40 volunteers that are 
community members who want to help 
out their community in any way, includ-
ing putting in time to assist with muse-
um operations.  

The Fisher Museum has a museum 
volunteer program on the first weekend 
of each month from May to November.

The afternoon began with a series 
of guessing games in the Fisher Muse-
um followed by a welcoming introduc-
tion for the public and a meeting of 
all the educators and tour guides. For 
kids there were coloring books, and the 
guessing games involved an acorn count 
and a tree identification display indoors 
through the museum halls.  

The first tour was led by Greta Vans-
coy, Education Coordinator and Field 

Technician and Jackie Hatala Matthes, 
PhD, senior scientist at Harvard Forest. 
A shorter tour was held later on and led 
by Hart. 

The tours explored the forests and 
delved into research carried out at Har-
vard Forest.  

The lawn was filled with games and 
art projects. The day concluded with a 
tree planting in honor of Earth Day. 

The Harvard Forest, founded in 1907 
and located at 324 North Main St., is 
Harvard University’s outdoor laborato-
ry and classroom for ecology and con-
servation, and a Long-Term Ecological 
Research site funded by the National 
Science Foundation. 

Its 4,000-acre property, located on 
unceded Nipmuc land, is one of the 
oldest and most intensively studied re-
search forests in the U.S. and is open to 
the public year-round. 

The location includes educational 
and research facilities, the Fisher Mu-

seum and miles of recreational trails. 
Harvard Forest scientists and educators 
host educational programs for thou-
sands of K-12 students and university 
students each year and work closely 
with the Nipmuc people to ensure that 
this land and its benefits are accessible 
and sustaining. 

People may learn more by visiting 
http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu. 
For more information, call 978-724-
3302 or email hfvisit@fas.harvard.edu.

Fisher Museum welcomed community at open house

The Fisher Museum Harvard Forest hosted an open house to welcome the public to learn about what the have 
to offer. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Exploring nature outdoors is an experience you’ll get 
to enjoy when visting the Fisher Museum Harvard 
Forest. 

Manchage Manexit is a new trail approximately two 
miles long and is behind the museum.
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WEST BROOKFIELD – Every 
spring in small towns throughout 
America, prior to Memorial Day, it has 
become a custom to place an American 
flag on the graves of those who served 
in the armed services. 

The flags honor those who served 
and create a colorful display in the cem-
eteries throughout the summer and are 
usually taken down after Veterans Day 
in November. 

Many people may not give much 
thought to how and who places those 
flags and take them down again. The 
flags just don’t magically show up but 
are placed with care and attention by 
volunteers. 

In the town of West Brookfield, the 

flags are placed on the veterans’ graves 
by members of the American Legion 
Post 244 and students from Quaboag 
Regional School District. Eighth grade 
students from Joe Salvadore’s civics 
class again carried on the 28-year tradi-
tion of Quaboag students helping place 
the flags. 

Post Commander, David Tebo spoke 
to the students in a group before the 
task to thank them. Tebo and also gave 
a brief lesson on the sacrifice of veter-
ans and why we observe and honor vet-
erans on Memorial Day.  

Tebo told the students, “If you enjoy 
having your cell phone, your lifestyle, 
safety, and freedoms we have as Ameri-
cans, then you can thank a veteran.”

Quaboag Regional Middle High School students joined members of American Legion Post 244 to place Amer-
ican flags on veterans’ graves. Shown bottom row from left are Tyler Machado, Robert Menard, Caiden Brier, 
Connor Snay and Jonas Rossi. Shown back row from left are Alex Davison, Post 244 Commander David Tebo, 
Vice Commander Rene Berthiume Jr., Sr. Vice Commander Jeff Nickerson and Member Dan Santos. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO

Quaboag students honored 
those who served

SPENCER – Create 
your own Enchanted Gar-
den at home and display 
it at Powder Mill Park in 
Spencer on Saturday, June 
15 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Rain date is Saturday, 
June 22.

Diane Johnson and her 
granddaughter Haley, the 
creators of a multitude 
of colorful fairies them-
selves, attended a Fairy 
Walk last year where 50 
imaginative gardens were 
displayed and they decid-
ed to bring this magical 
idea to our community. 

To prepare fairy gar-
den enthusiasts for partic-
ipation in the Enchanted 
Garden Walk on June 
15, Diane and Haley held 
workshops at the Richard 
Sugden Library earlier in May.  

At each workshop people were offered a basic kit 
to get started on their gardens with instructions from 
the workshop leaders. The participants took home 
their gardens to finish, along with an invitation to 
display them at Powder Mill Park on June 15.  

The workshop attendees may have had a head 
start, but everyone is invited to create and display 
their own garden whether they attended the work-
shop or not. Garden size is to be no larger than 15 
inches x 24 inches. Set up will be by 9:30 a.m.  

To save a place for your garden be sure to regis-
ter with Diane Johnson well in advance of the set-up 
time. Email crusiergirl1952@gmail.com to register 
your garden and save your spot, or for any other in-
formation you may need about the walk.

The public is encouraged to stroll along “En-
chanted Garden Lane” to view the Fairy Gardens 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

This program is brought to the community by a 
grant from the Spencer Cultural Council, local affili-
ate of the Massachusetts Cultural Council.  

Fairy gardens will decorate the Enchanted Garden Walk at Powder Mill Park in Spencer on Saturday, 
June 15 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Fairies return to Enchanted Gardens on June 15

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The Council on Aging 
and the Friends of the COA are seeking new members 
to join them.

Any age adult can join either group; you do not 
have to be a senior.

The annual meeting will be held on Monday, June 
10 at 10:30 a.m. Currently the Friends are looking for 
volunteers to fill the positions of secretary and trea-
surer. 

Both the Friends of the COA and the COA are 
looking for new members. To inquire about the COA, 
you must fill out a request form at the Town Offices. To 
serve on the Friends, please call Mary Dolan at 508-
867-7647. 

The COA is also seeking volunteers including Med 
Drivers since they are trying to get their ride program 
up and running again. Volunteer drivers must pass a 
CORI and will receive a stipend for their time.

Anyone interested in volunteering can call Courte-
nay at 508-867-0220. 

The COA is also in need of wheelchairs, as the few 
they own have not been returned. If anyone has a 
wheelchair they are no longer using, or borrowed one 
from the COA and did not return it, please drop it off  
Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Senior Center seeks 
volunteers and donations

BELCHERTOWN – The third annual Aaron’s 
Race Event will be held on Saturday, June 15 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., on the Belchertown Common.  

This event is to help raise awareness around teen 
suicide.  Teen suicide is currently the second leading 
cause of death of youth ages 10-24.  

This event includes a pinewood derby car race, 
where all ages can pre-register to make a pinewood 
derby car to race the day of the event. Families can 
also sign up and bring a pinewood derby car they may 
have made in the past.  

Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy the several 
free family activities: a bounce house, UMass motor-
cycles and horses, touch a truck from the Fire Depart-
ment, K-9 demonstrations, a car show, face painting, 
balloon animals, a magic show, henna tattoos, pop-
corn, cotton candy, and even snow cones.  There is 
also the Super Raffle where everyone can choose to 
buy tickets to try their luck toward many generously 
donated baskets and prizes. 

Food and ice cream will be available for purchase as 
well. All proceeds go towards teen suicide prevention 
and education.  

For more information, please join the Facebook 
page: Aaron’s Race 01007.

Aaron’s Race Event 
returns on June 15
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are fifth grade students of the town’s 
Burgess Elementary School. The 
pupils will be part of the ceremony.

Welcoming remarks, singing of 
the National Anthem and recitation 
of the Pledge of Allegiance start the 
event.

There was a bit of problem with 
the sound, but that would not stop 
the ceremony. Rather than listen to 
the anthem, we would sing it. Briere 
would, as an aside, speak to the or-
igin of the tune as a drinking song.

Next, Town Administrator Rob-
in Grimm will speak of the day and 
what it means and how could we not 
honor it.

After Grimm, it would be the 
turn of sate Rep. Todd Smola who 
represents Sturbridge in the Gener-
al Court. On this day, which is cel-
ebrated annually thanks to Briere, 
Smola had an announcement that 
was truly special.

The Massachusetts History Alli-
ance was recognizing Briere with the 
Bay State Legacy Award.

This is truly deserved as Briere 
probably knows more of the histo-
ry and lore of the region than just 
about anyone. 

Need we repeat, that it is due to 
Briere that the day’s ceremony was 
resurrected. He is generous with his 
time for anyone with a question.

State Sen. Ryan Fattman was un-
able to be present as budget matters 
on Beacon Hill had to be attended 
to. His aide Amanda, however was 
on hand to pass on the Senator’s 
greetings and speak about his sup-
port for veterans’ mental health.

On hand, as usual were members 

of the Massachusetts State Sons 
of the American Revolution. The 
men of the General Henry Knox 
Regimental Color Guard were re-
splendent in their Revolutionary 
uniforms and were ably led by their 
commander, Christopher Tourtel-
lot.

As he does every year, Tourtellot 
recited a rousing toast to the Amer-
ican flag.

The Massachusetts Daughters 
of the American Revolution were 
present as well and State Daughters 
of the American Revolution Regent 
Carolyn Nutt would speak.

She would be followed by Past 
Regent Ann Marie Safaee and Re-
gent Noveline Beltram who would 
present the DAR Community 
Award to The Publick House and to 
Michael Glick, who has long been 
the Innkeeper.

Glick, with associate Michael 
Harrington, generously provide the 
geraniums for the graves of the 65 
veterans of the revolution in the 
cemetery.

The Burgess students then dis-
tributed the flowers to the graves.

After that the color guard would 
present arms, load and fire the mus-
kets. Beside them were a few mem-
bers of the Sturbridge Militia. They 
were not as formally dressed as the 
guardsmen, but more as “minute-
men.”

Near the stone wall, “Taps” was 
played by a bugler and a second 
time by a horn much farther away.

The notes faded and the ceremo-
ny was over and people drifted apart 
as the weather became wetter.

VETERANS   I  FROM PAGE 1

The Burgess students prepare to honor veterans of the Revolution at Old Burial Ground. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

State Daughters of the American Revolution recognized the contribution of Michael Glick and the Publick House.

“Taps” was performed near the 
wall.
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WARREN – Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School hosted its annual 
art show on May 23. 

Students of grades seven through 12 
got to share all their artwork that they 
have been working on throughout this 
school year. Friends, family and com-
munity members got to witness the great 
artwork in all mediums and some of the 
talented art students behind them. 

The National Art Honor Society wel-
comed guests with snacks and drinks as 
they entered the hallways filled with art. 

One of the students, Falon Rice had 
a display of 3D artwork inspired by 
habitats and species of the oceans. Rice 
got the inspiration of trying out 3D art-
work by taking an Advanced Placement 
3D art course. 

Rice is a junior at Quaboag and 
wanted to focus entirely on the depths 
of the oceans. 

One of Rice’s 3D art sculptures was 
a sculpture of a lemon shark, an endan-
gered species of shark that Rice believes 
a lot of people in the world don’t know. 

Rice at first was hesitant to take this 
AP 3D art class, but admitted during 
the art show that it was a great class to 
pursue. 

“It caught my eye,” Rice said. “Defi-
nitely happy I ended up taking the 
class.”

Rice had a total of five 3D sculptures 
and five individual artworks on paper. 
Rice’s medium choices were acrylic 
paints and HVAC tape. 

Another eye-catching theme at the 
art show was birds. Focusing on birds 
was Skylar Cook. 

The bird theme has been a very com-
mon theme used in Cook’s artwork 
throughout the school year. 

Cook enjoys drawing birds and 
wanted to capture the representation 
of birds. Mediums include mostly char-
coal, chalk, graphite and black ink. 

Cook had thought about applying 
watercolor but thought the watercolor 
form of a bird art piece would take lon-
ger. 

Persephone Piermarini is a freshman 
at Quaboag who shared her artwork in 
the form of first drafts and final drafts. 
Piermarini focuses more on acrylic 
paint and charcoal. 

Her most popular artwork enjoyed 
by guests was her charcoal piece of a 
shark fin hovering above water. 

Piermarini plans on pursuing more 
artwork opportunities and future class-
es. The class she took this school year 
was foundations in art. The next medi-
ums she plans on trying out next are oil 
paints and oil pastels. 

In Quaboag’s Media Center guests 
got to witness the projects made by 
more than 60 students who have taken 
woodshop classes. Mr. Howard spoke 
highly of his woodshop students have 
taken interest in advancing their crafts-
manship. 

Projects such as chairs, tables, 
shelves, furniture, and boxes were all 
made by talented students in all grades. 
One student who has been involved in 

woodshop in all his high school years is 
Owen Stevens. 

Stevens is a senior at Quaboag and 
has picked up an interesting hobby 
during his time in school. Howard has 
Stevens as his intern and has watched 
him get more involved in wood crafts. 
The effort and hard work has definitely 
paid off for Stevens and his teacher of 
four year and four different classes has 
taken notice. 

“He takes his time working on cer-
tain projects,” Howard said. 

For Stevens, woodworking is a mix 
of a hobby and a future career. His work 
displayed in the media center consists of 
a coffee table, a jewelry box, a cutting 
board and a chess board with all the 
pieces. 

Stevens’ woodshop classes through-
out high school consist of introduction 
to woodshop, custom furniture making, 
and advanced woodshop. It is an activ-
ity that Stevens plans on doing on the 
side after finishing high school.

“I definitely plan on doing it for 
a long time,” Stevens said. “I’m very 
proud of it.”

Stevens plans on becoming an envi-
ronmental police officer but still make 
time to continue working on his wood 
crafts. He’s planning on taking the next 
step and focusing more on grain pat-
terns and wall pieces. 

The details Stevens adds to his small 
box projects can only be described as in-
credible. For wall pieces, Stevens wants 
to try adding certain brands to them. 

Other mediums featured throughout 
the Quaboag Art Show were ceramics, 
digital photography, self-portraits, wa-
tercolors, markers, sharpie, collaging 
and colored pencils. 

The show highlighted all the hard 
work done by Quaboag’s students. Each 
student had written a paragraph to talk 
a little bit about their artwork and the 
inspiration behind their art. 

Quaboag’s Art Show

Persephone Piermarini alongside her artwork. One of her favorite projects to make was the Shark Fin. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Media center displayed the art of wood crafts. This table features the craftmanship of Quaboag Senior Owen 
Stevens. 

Ceramics created by Asya Osei-Opoku. 

Birds were a theme behind the artwork of Skylar Cook. 

Dancing in the Puddles by Bella Grove is made entirely out of melted crayon. Artwork by Alina Taro who used mediums such as paint, marker and pencil. 
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Cougars likely to 
make tournament

WARREN – Last week, Quaboag 
Regional baseball finished up the reg-
ular season with a pair of losses. The 
Cougars lost to Leicester 6-4 at home. 
The pair of defeats results in Quaboag 
finishing the season with 6-12 record. 

However, Quaboag is ranked No. 18 in 
the top 32 in Division 5, meaning the 
Cougars are nearly a lock for state tour-
nament. Seeds were set to be released at 
the end of the week.

Liam McGrath delivers a pitch to the plate for the Cougars. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Brasen Sauriol swings and fouls off a pitch.Matt Tiberii hustles down the first base line. Jacob Cacace makes a throw to first.

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional High School base-
ball team suffered a 6-1 loss at 
home against Oakmont. The 
Panthers followed that with a 
6-5 win over Leicester before 
finishing the regular season 
with a 6-4 loss against Mon-
tachusett. The Panthers regu-
lar season finishes with a 5-12 
record. As of press time, the 
Panthers were on the outside 
of the top 32 in the Division 
4 rankings.

Quabbin baseball falls at home

Wes Sanderson is hit by a pitch. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI Sean LaPointe swings and connects.

Andrew Warfield makes the throw to first. Martin Stoddard sends a pitch home.
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BARRE – Some key plays helped lead 
Quabbin High School softball to a win over 
Oakmont 8-7. The Panthers would also defeat 
Leicester 7-0 last week before falling in their 
regular season finale to South High Commu-
nity School. The Panthers head into the tour-
nament season at 4-14 and are unlikely to reach 
the state tournament.

Panthers 
edge 
Oakmont

Juliana Guilderson corrals a pitch. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Meg Doyle comes up throwing from center. Jordan Blanchard comes up throwing to first. Mady Breault sends a pitch to the plate.

Pathfinder softball headed for tournament
PALMER – The 

Pathfinder Region-
al softball team had a 
strong finish to it sea-
son with a 14-4 record. 
The Pioneers did fall in 
their season finale, but 
won eight straight games 
leading up to that for a 
13-4 regular season. The 
Pioneers were awaiting 
their seeding for the Di-
vision 5 tournament this 
week. Preliminary round 
games were scheduled to 
begin May 30 or 31. 

Megan Bly catches the out at first.Isabella Nompleggi rounds second and heads for third.Emma Chavalier makes a catch on a pop-up to short.

Kendra Burke sends a pitch to the plate. Lianna Carrasquillo makes a throw to first for the out. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turely.com

WARREN – It is a moment of ex-
posing innovation and imagination us-
ing science as students take part in Proj-
ect Lead the Way.

Junior high and high school students 
of Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School have been working diligently for 
over a month to come up with a group 
project that is innovative and introduces 
students to real-world problem solving 
solutions. 

This is the first year Quaboag has 
hosted a Project Lead the Way STEM 
Fair and features their innovative stu-
dents exploring projects that may im-
pact the future. 

Project Lead the Way is a nonprofit 
organization that develops STEM cur-
riculum for use by U.S. elementary, mid-
dle and high schools. PLTW helps stu-
dents develop in-demand, transportable 
skills, such as problem solving, critical 
and creative thinking, collaboration, 
and communication that they will use 
both in school and for the rest of their 
lives.

One of the educators for Project 
Lead the Way is James DePace. A teach-
er of PLTW for 10 years, DePace has 
witnessed a lot of talented work behind 
his students during his first year teach-
ing at Quaboag.

DePace believes PLTW is a great pro-
gram for students to experience and lead 
them to seek future career paths.

“It is a nationwide organization that 
has proven itself  to provide students 
with real-world problem-solving proj-
ects,” DePace said. 

The PLTW STEM Fair showcased 
about 60 students who worked in groups. 

DePace’s students, mostly in eighth 
grade, had a choice between three proj-
ects. First design a model spaceship that 

can travel to Mars. Next, create a Mars 
colony that would function to sustain 
human life on the planet. 

The other project was a Mars lander; 
a flight to Mars with a parachute includ-
ed.

No matter the project, each group 
had to provide data, research, notes and 
a summary about how they approached 
their project. One unique project done 
by a group was a virtual reality presen-
tation of exploring Mars on a rover. 

DePace looks forward to seeing 
the students present their work to the 
school community, parents and judges 
and hopes to make this PLTW fair an 
annual event. 

Another Quaboag teacher involved 
with the PLTW STEM Fair is Michelle 
Zawalski and her students of biomedi-
cal science. 

Zawalski’s students had projects fo-
cusing more on medical interventions. 
In other words, medical approaches that 
help make life easier. 

Zawalski’s students worked on de-
signing their own prosthetic arms. Ju-

niors and seniors worked in groups and 
Zawalski witnessed her students benefit 
from not only self-independence but 
also innovation as they explored real 
world dilemmas. 

“Take on the world,” Zawalski said. 
“Get them excited about their future 
pursuits.”

All students reported to the high 
school cafeteria where they presented 
their group projects to other students, 
teachers, parents and judges. 

The three school judges were Joseph 
Salvadore, Rina Maynard and Jack-
son Grudzien. These three teachers at 
Quaboag went around the cafeteria to 
observe each project. 

The two guest judges are scientists 
Kaitlyn Laabs and Phillip Woodford. 

Laabs has worked in science for 10 
years and is excited to see what the stu-
dents will be presenting during the fair. 
According to Laabs, science goes far be-
yond what is studied in a laboratory. 

“Science doesn’t necessarily mean in 
the lab,” Laabs said. 

Project Lead the Way covers many 

sciences including computer science, 
medical science and engineering. Wood-
ford is looking forward to seeing the in-
novative thinking behind each group’s 
project.

“I’m excited to see what the kids have 
done,” Woodford said. 

As the judges observed each project, 
they reviewed each group’s summary 
and see if  they hit all the key points to 
their project. Also, judges looked for 
each group’s research. As always, the 
judges look forward to hearing the stu-
dents’ presentations. 

At the end of the PLTW STEM Fair, 
six groups will be selected to go to Bos-
ton and compete against over 200 simi-
lar projects from Project Lead the Way. 

The groups going to Boston are the 
group of Lili McIsaac, Bella Santos, 
Emily Tobiaz and Cadence Ciesak. The 
next group was the group of Maeve 
Smith, Victoria Paradis and Patience 
Vaughn. The third group going to Bos-
ton is the group of Isabelle Manzaro, 
Violet Atwood, Bryann Lussier and 
Alyssa Lussier. These groups are from 
DePace’s PLTW classes. 

The winners from Zawalski’s Medi-
cal Interventions Classes were Cameron 
Giroux, Alexander Russo and Laura 
Orne. The next group is Richard Tracy, 
Parker Tunley and Allison Duszlak. The 
third group selected is Emily Ford and 
Katharina Joyce. 

These students will go to Boston and 
present their projects along with over 
200 more students of Project Lead The 
Way. 

The event at Quaboag was so much 
fun for the students, parents and edu-
cators. Quaboag has every intention to 
bring the STEM fair back next year. 

To learn more about PLTW, visit 
their website at www.pltw.org. 

Quaboag hosts first PLTW STEM Fair

Emily Ford and Katharina Joyce with their prosthetic arm model. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Riley Corder stands next to her group’s project of a Mars lander. Kaitlyn Laabs and Phillip Woodford were visiting scientists who served 
as judges during the Project Lead the Way STEM Fair. 

Michelle Zawalski alongside one of her students, Laura Orne and her 
prosthetic arm model. 

Gabe Ortiz, Connoe Snay and Travis Bigda with their spaceship to Mars project. Ayden Laird, Austin Letourneau, Jontae Todd and Mason Lakota presented a model of Mars lander, which 
includes a parachute. 
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 The Cultural Council, with Amie 

Vogel at the head, organized this year’s 
parade with people from all over the 
area to come together for the parade. 

“We are in the process of reintroduc-
ing ourselves to the community, and 
showing the community what we do and 
who we are,” she said.

“It’s a longstanding tradition,” Vogel 
said of the impact of the parade here in 
town. “Everyone has worked so hard.”

Many people and groups marched in 
the parade, including McGann’s March-
ing Band, Brookfield Cub Scout Pack 
159, Brookfield Unitarian Universalist 
Church, and members of the Quaboag 
Church congregation. 

Trail Life USA, Wicked Jeeps of 
New England, Brookfield Recreation 
Commission Spors Teams, Diva Dance 
School, the Catnip Junkies, and the Fire 
Department also marched. 

Honored veterans Steve Mandel-

la, Charlie Bryer, and Jan Bryer also 
marched in the parade, alongside Grand 
Marshal Beth Coughlin of the Brook-
field Selectboard.

“I am the daughter of a veteran, and 
the granddaughter and niece of veter-
ans and it meant a lot to me to partake 
in this day as we remember those who 
gave everything,” she said. 

The parade marched through the his-
toric district of Brookfield, and ended 
at the common, where a ceremony was 
held and poems and prayers were recit-
ed for the fallen.

“We have a great support from the 
community, and I would really like to 
see more and be able to create oppor-
tunities to cultivate and grow empathy 
and learn for one another,” Vogel said. 
“This was an incredible opportunity to 
create something that felt multigenera-
tional and inclusive. This was a really 
great event.”

BROOKFIELD   I  FROM PAGE 1

The McGann Marching Band ready to play some classic patriotic music. TURLEY PHOTOS BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS

Cub Scout Pack 159 of Brookfield was ready to say the Pledge of Allegiance at the ceremony after the parade.

Trail Life members were ready to march in the parade wearing their green uniforms and badges.

The Brookfield Fire Department carried the flags for the ceremony in remembrance of the fallen.

Gustafson spoke during the assembly 
and explained to students how import-
ant it is to report an emergency to the 
police or fire department.

“Let fire and police know what you 
know”, Gustafson said. 

For fire safety, Gustafson would go 
on explaining the importance of fire 
safe habits and encouraged students to 
not misuse fire or flammable tools. Fire 
is a tool and should only be used for its 
intended purpose when required, and it 
is always encouraged to use them with 
permission and under supervision. 

Fire must be used safely, otherwise 
situations can get bad very quickly. Ac-
cording to a study, flames can spread 
and double in size every 30 seconds. 

The fire department staff encouraged 
youth and adults to always report when 
an incident occurs. 

“See something, say something,” 
Gustafson said. “Do not wait.”

Gustafson said in Massachusetts 
alone, there were 86 reported fire inci-
dents that were caused by juvenile mis-
use. It was shared during the assembly 
that every fire is investigated in order to 
determine the cause. 

The annual Arson Watch Reward 
Program Poster Contest is sponsored 
by the Massachusetts Property Insur-
ance Underwriting Association and the 
Rhode Island Joint Reinsurance Associ-
ation, on behalf of all property and ca-
sualty insurance companies of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island. The poster 
theme is “Fire Prevention – Everyone/
Everyday”.

Fire safety education is important at 
any age level, but especially for children. 

Many children who play with fire do 
not realize the dangers and injuries their 
play can cause. T 

The Arson Watch Reward Program 
was established in 1981 and was one 
of the first programs sponsored by any 
group to advocate for an active public 
response to the senseless incidence of 
arson related fires on behalf of the in-
surance industry.

Every year, a countywide poster con-
test is held for students in grades sixth 
through eighth. First and second place 
county winners are chosen by an impar-
tial panel of judges. 

All First-place County winners are 
entered into the Massachusetts State-
wide Contest and are soon selected.

Last year, the winner of the contest 
was Ella Reeves who was first place in 
Worcester County. 

This year, seventh grade student Silas 
Flint was the winner of the Poster Con-
test. Flint was the first place winner in 
Worcester County and second place in 
the whole Commonwealth. 

The school and the departments con-
gratulated Flint as he received a trophy 
at the assembly and held a framed copy 
of the poster he created. Joining Gus-
tafson in the presentation was Taylor 
Wilkinson of the Hubbardston Fire De-
partment and New Braintree Fire Chief 
Dennis Letendre, Jr.

After the award, the departments 
took questions from the students at the 
assembly. It was a great way for the de-
partments to connect with the youth of 
the community and help them under-
stand real life emergency situations. 

CONTEST   I  FROM PAGE 1

Silas Flint is shown with Barre Firefighter and EMT Christina Gustafson. TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
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Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Fashion 

accessory
  4. Engine 

additive
  7. Small, faint 

constellation
  8. Gives a job
 10. Self-righteous 

person
 12. Caucasian 

language
 13. Surinam toad
 14. Sino-Soviet 

block (abbr.)
 16. Former French 

coin
 17. Levels the 

score
 19. What stage 

performers do
 20. Egyptian Sun 

god
 21. Localities
 25. Spherical 

body

 26. Licensed for 
Wall Street

 27. Perfect
 29. It’s on many 

people’s heads
 30. Boxing’s GOAT
 31. Photo
 32. Popular HBO 

show
 39. Popular music 

awards show
 41. Pouch
 42. Lake in 

Botswana
 43. Unruly group
 44. One-fourth
 45. Very eager
 46. Edward __, 

author and 
writer

 48. Flying insect
 49. Dragged 

forcibly
 50. Thus far
 51. Not just “play”
 52. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Occur
  2. Show up
  3. Capital of 

Taiwan
  4. Brother or sister
  5. Secret get-

togethers
  6. Type of tea
  8. Where the action 

is
  9. Cast out
 11. Crime group
 14. Type of vessel 

(abbr.)
 15. Accept and 

handle
 18. Sacrifice hit
 19. One who 

buys and sells 
securities 
simultaneously

 20. Month
 22. Most thin
 23. Naturally 

occurring 

material
 24. Luke’s mentor 

__-Wan
 27. Postmodernist 

Austrian “House”
 28. Aquatic 

salamander
 29. Baseball stat
 31. Beginning 

military rank
 32. Talk rapidly and 

unintelligbly
 33. Paddle 
 34. Caregiver 

(abbr.)
 35. Old Irish 

alphabet
 36. Japanese city
 37. In a way, acted
 38. Things to see
 39. Nursemaid
 40. Type of tooth
 44. To be 

demonstrated
 47. Defunct 

European group

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

PALMER – A new dance studio in 
Palmer is preparing for its grand open-
ing on Sunday, June 9 from 2-5 p.m.

The public will get a chance to expe-
rience the Destined to Dance Academy, 
LLC at their new home at 1016 Central 
St. The vision behind the new dance 
studio are owners Doreen Piechota and 
Lisa Girard. 

Destined to Dance Academy is home 
to a former dance studio known as Jo-
Anne’s School of Dance that operated 
in Palmer for 40 years. 

The owners are excited and look for-
ward to seeing their dancing students 
and staff along with guests and dance 
the afternoon away at their grand open-
ing.  

The grand opening will feature mu-
sic, food and lots of fun for kids. Free 
face painting, hair beading, temporary 
tattoos for kids and glitter eyes are all 
the activities to enjoy at Destined to 
Dance Academy’s grand opening. 

Both Piechota and Girard live in 
West Brookfield and both have families 
full of dancers. Their granddaughters 
are all into dance and gymnastics. 

As they witnessed their grandkids 
blossom into dancing, Piechota and 
Girard had the idea to open their own 
studio. 

The two newly formed business part-
ners began searching for a space that 
had the potential of being a dance stu-
dio. They came across a building that 
was formerly a dance studio (Jo-Anne’s 
School of Dance) and discovered the 
space still had a setup of a dance studio. 

After cleaning, repairs, and repaint-
ing both Girard and Piechota were 
ready to present their new dance studio 
to the public and aspiring dancers in the 
area. 

The two grandmothers and business 
partners found the space back in March 
but had many express interest in dancing 
prior to getting their own dance studio.

 “We had a huge interest in the dance 
studio. Already hired two teachers who 
have already worked with our grandchil-
dren,” Piechota said.

The teachers of Destined to Dance 
Academy are Torie Jock and Libby 
Murphy. The kids and parents will get 
to meet these talented dance instructors 
who bring a lot of experience to Des-
tined to Dance Academy.

“Both teachers have come together as 
a wonderful team,” Piechota said. 

Future competitions are in the works 
at the studio as are summer dance class-
es and auditions. At the dance studio 
there will be classes for kids and adults. 

At Destined to Dance Academy you 
will learn about team building, compas-
sion, respect, commitment and commu-
nity. 

There will be tryouts during future 
events at the dance studio and will be 
tryouts for the dance team. The instruc-
tors will be meeting with the kids and 
parents during the grand opening. 

Registry for favorite dance styles and 
classes will be happening as well.  

About 15 kids currently participate 
under Destined to Dance Academy, but 
more have expressed interest as they’re 
dancing toward the studio’s grand open-
ing.  

Classes will be in two separate 
groups; recreational dance group and a 
competitive dance group. There will be 
both recreation and competitive groups 
for adults as well. 

Both teachers are dancers and chore-
ographers and have been involved with 
dancing since they were children. From 
Piechota’s point of view, many kids who 
have danced are motivated to continue 
dancing as adults.

“We get a lot of kids who want to 
dance after high school,” Peichota said. 

According to Piechota, the goal is to 
run the studio and have the teachers run 
the classes and give them the creative 
opportunities to work with kids.

“Provide a structured dance environ-
ment with a lot of fun,”,Piechota said. 
“Shine and grow.” 

Piechota believes dance is a great ac-
tivity for kids to experience the world 
around them and be a part of a commu-
nity. Dancing can help inspire the kids 

to be respectful, responsible and have a 
good character.  

“Dance is good to teach kids how 
to be committed and be a part of the 
team,” Piechota said. “We want to build 
a happy studio for kids to have fun and 
gather and learn skills that they can take 
into their adult lives.”

Doreen’s granddaughter Madisyn 
Perez will be a student teacher at the 
studio as will her granddaughter Han-
nah Henry. Her other granddaughter 
Genevieve Henry is also a participant in 
dance.  

Lisa Girard’s daughter Sarah Girard 
and granddaughter Shayla Orodi are in-
volved in dancing as well. 

These kids have all participated in 
helping out with the remodel of the stu-
dio. They also have been helping with 
spreading the word and talking about 
the new studio to their classmates and 
friends. 

Both Piechota and Girard share a 
passion for pursuing a healthy dance 
experience for their children and grand-
children. With years of dedication to 
supporting their love for dance and 
gymnastics. 

Visit the website destined-
todanceacademy.com or follow them on 
Facebook and Instagram to learn more 
about Destined to Dance Academy, 
LLC.  

New dance studio opening soon in Palmer
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14 FOOT STEP LADDER; radial 
arm table saw; hydraulic conduit bend-
ers; portable grinders 7” and 12”; wire 
puller; assorted knock out punches. 
413-658-8535, 413-967-5065.

VARI KENNELS, 32Lx22Wx23H, 
$75 each. Pasture gate, 9x4, $50; 
saddle racks, folding $30 each; kennel 
fencing panels, call for more info/sizes. 
508-867-9734. 

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!  Pick up at 

Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd.,

Hampden, MA 01036.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND

 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, and 
mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413) 
478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 
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www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ASPHALT PAVING AND 
MAINTENANCE INC OF 

MONSON, MA IS HIRING!! 

Office manager * Construction Payroll.
Highly organized *Detail Oriented 

*Multitasking 
*Excellent Communication 

& Problem Solving .
Quickbooks/Excel/Outlook/Paychex 

Full benefits,Send resume with 
Salary Requirements to 

info@apmipaving.com

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

CLEANING SERVICE WANT-
ED - Town of Huntington is seeking 
quotations to clean 3 town buildings.  
Interested parties may submit quo-
tations for the individual buildings, or 
as a group.  Quotations are due by 
3:00 p.m. on June 13.  Specifications 
are available at www.huntingtonma.
us or by emailing admin@hunting-
tonma.us.  Mail proposals to Se-
lectboard Office, PO Box 430, 
Huntington, MA 01050 or email to 
admin@huntingtonma.us.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

MA LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
Full or part-time position available at 
established local electrical service 
company. Competitive pay & benefits. 
Call 978-852-8562.

Oakham Highway Dept. is hiring a 
FULL-TIME EQUIPMENT

 OPERATOR / 
MECHANIC / LABORER.

Applicants must have a valid Mas-
sachusetts Driver’s License Class B 
(CDL) with DOT Medical Examination 
Certification and a Hoisting Engineer 
License Class 4A, 2G with DOT Med-
ical Examination Certification.  Hourly 
rate of $24.72. For a full job description 
visit www.oakham-ma.gov. Interested 
applicants should submit their resume 
and an employment application to 
Town of Oakham Attn: Maribel 
LaRange 2 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham Ma. 01068 or email it to 
admin@oakham-ma.gov

The Town of Huntington is 
seeking a  TOWN CLERK. 

This is a salaried position for approx-
imately 18 hours per week.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us.  Applications are 
due by June 13, 2024.  

Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

LAND FOR SALE
LOT 100A FOR SALE. Holland 
Reservoir, small surveyed ROW wa-
terfront lot with dock and boat ramp. 
508-868-6157.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

During the week of May 20-27, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department responded to six building/
property checks, 24 directed/area patrols, one radar as-
signment, one assist other agency, one motor vehicle ac-
cident, one scam, two fire/illegal burns, one complaint, 
three animal calls and three motor vehicle stops in the 
town of New Braintree.

Friday, May 24
11:58 a.m. Scam, West Brookfield Road, Officer 

Handled
1:31 p.m. Welfare Check, Barre Cut Off Road, 

Transported to Hospital
3:42 p.m. Complaint/Motor Vehicle Operations, 

Barre Road, Negative Contact

Saturday, May 25
12:01 p.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, Gilbertville Road, Of-

ficer Handled
1:05 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Gardner, Officer 

Handled
1:36 p.m. Medical Emergency, Utley Road, Trans-

ported to Hospital
6:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, West Road, Re-

port Taken

Sunday, May 26
10:08 p.m. Fire/Illegal Burn, Gilbertville Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency

New Braintree 
Police Log 

HARDWICK – The Tri Parish Community Church 
welcomes the public to their 18th annual plant, bake, 
tag and craft sale Saturday, June 1 and Sunday, June 2 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on the beautiful Hardwick com-
mon. 

The sale will feature traditional, favorite, and con-
noisseur perennials, plus selected annuals, heirloom 
vegetable plants, and herbs. There is a wonderful va-
riety of plants offered through Inishowen Farms of 
North Brookfield, Stillman’s Farm and Howe’s Farm 
& Garden, both of New Braintree, Tracie’s Green-
house of Ware, and “homegrown lovelies” from pri-
vate gardens. 

A delicious assortment of home-baked desserts and 
breads will also be sold. The proceeds from the plant 
and bake sale support the operational expenses of the 
church.

The church will be holding a drawing featuring the 
“best” of the plant sale. No purchase is necessary to 
win. 

Live music will be provided on Sunday though a 
grant to the Paige Memorial Library from the Hard-
wick-New Braintree Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. Several activities will be avail-
able for children as well.

A number of tag and craft vendors have rented 
space on the common for the event. They will be of-
fering a selection of home crafted goods, artwork, 
jewelry, maple syrup products, tag sale treasures and 
collectables, including Annalee dolls. 

The Tri Parish Community Church’s Pastor, Na-
than Pederson, will lead a brief prayer service Sunday 
morning on the common in lieu of the 10 a.m. Sunday 
worship service. 

Come spend the day enjoying all that Hardwick has 
to offer while supporting the fundraising efforts of the 
church. 

Browse the plants and vendor booths, connect 
with old friends, visit the Hardwick Historical Society 
that will be open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. both days, and 
the 1906 Paige Memorial library which will be open 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday. The library is holding an 
on-going book sale on their lower level. 

Both buildings are located near the common, a 
short walk from the plant sale venue. Bring your bi-
cycle and tour some of the great riding routes in the 
east Quabbin area and scenic vistas preserved through 
the East Quabbin Land Trust such as the Mandell Hill 
property located just one mile east of the Hardwick 
common (the church members will hold your plants 
for you), and top it all off with a bite to eat at Mimi’s 
Coffee House overlooking the common. 

All are welcome. This is a rain or shine event.

18th annual Tri-Parish Community 
Church event June 1 and 2

Friends and neighbors enjoy connecting at the Tri-Parish Community 
Church’s annual plant sale. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The plant sale held on June 1 and 2, rain or shine, has a colorful variety 
of flowers.



CURRENT

                            Friday, May 31, 2024

The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge – Brookfield – West Brookfield – East Brookfield – North Brookfield & New Braintree

Volume 17, Number 27

Editorial/Opinion  4
Sports  9
Classifieds 14
Police Logs  15

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION
 mi

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MEMORIAL DAY SALE
STILL GOING ON!!!
1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Terrified of the current housing market? 
NEVER FEAR I AM HERE 

to guide you through the process.
Spring is a great time to Buy or Sell a home.  

Call me if I can help you. I am a local Realtor 
with a local office and show all my properties 

personally. If you would like a FREE 
Market Analysis contact me at 978-434-1990!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 11-14 ...Boothbay Harbor Vacation .. $799
July 13 .........Cape Cod Canal & Lunch ...... $130
July 20 .........Perkins Cove, Ogunquit .......... $99
July 27 .........Block Island ............................. $110
Oct 5 ..........Turkey Train .........................$165

DAY TRIPS
OUR SPECIALTY 
Call Now!
Availability Limited!

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

BBB IS BACK at Farmer Matt’s
Join us at the Farm Thursday, May 30 from 4:30 - 8:00 PM 
for great music, local beer, and mouthwatering food.
Rain date: Fri. May 31. FREE ADMISSION.

Upcoming BBB dates

Thursday, May 30
Thursday, June 20
Thursday, July 25

Thursday, August 22
Thursday, Sept. 19
Thursday, October 31

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING – $449,900 – 1242 BEMIS ROAD, WARRENNEW LISTING – $449,900 – 1242 BEMIS ROAD, WARREN
BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION -  
This Ranch style home boasts 3 
bedrooms, 2 full baths an open 
concept floor plan with cathedral 
ceilings for the living, kitchen and 
dining areas. Sliders in the dining 
area lead out to a back deck.  The 
cabinet packed kitchen has white 
cabinets, a center island, granite countertops and this builder is 
offering a $3,000 appliance allowance. There is a bonus room in 
the lower level with a walkout and access to the 2 car garage under.  
Home should be completed win approximately 45 days.

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

WEST BROOKFIELD
Quaboag students place 

flags p6

NORTH BROOKFIELD
COA seeks volunteers

p6

REGION
Quabbin district gets 

grant p3


