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Memorial Day Favorites
Enjoy premium steaks, juicy hamburger patties, 
and delicious hot dogs – fresh and ready to grill. 
Whether you’re grilling at home or joining us at the 
farm, savor the taste of fresh, high-quality meats. 
Make your Memorial Day cookout unforgettable 
with Farmer Matt’s fresh meat options.

FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – The West 
Brookfield Asparagus and Flower Heritage 
Festival of 2024 mimicked the 2023 event in 
that the day’s weather could not be called 
pleasant in any sense. 

However, like the prior year’s edition, 
attendance was steady despite the constant 
drizzle or raindrops.

 Many of the exhibitors and vendors 
came back from prior years, but there were 
not a few new ones.

 If you have never attended the annual 
celebration, you might ask why an aspara-
gus festival? Therein lies a tale.

We owe it all to Diederik Leetouwer. In 
1784 was appointed as “consul for the prov-
inces of New Hampshire and Massachu-
setts Bay” by the Dutch government. In this 
capacity he arrived in West Brookfield. 

 Consul Leetwouwer started growing 
Asparagus here in Quaboag.  Legend has 
it, he was the first to grow the perennial in 
this country, importing the vegetable from 
his homeland, and beginning a tradition, if  
not an industry.

 How exactly he ended up here is diffi-
cult to say, but why quibble. we got the West 
Brookfield Asparagus and Flower Heritage 
Festival out of it.

Nothing stops the Asparagus 
and Flower Heritage Festival

Joan Ellis shares her 
knowledge at JHPL

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Joshua 
Hyde Public Library hosted 
a workshop on how to keep a 
sketchbook this past weekend.

The workshop was spon-
sored by the Friends of the 
Joshua Hyde Public Library 
and they welcomed Joan Ellis 
to teach the class. Ellis is an 
art designer and has experience 
in multiple mediums such as 
drawing, painting and found 
objects to create lasting mem-
ories. 

According to Ellis, keeping 
a sketchbook is all about keep-
ing memories. Sketchbooking 
is a very popular activity when 
people go on an extensive trip. 

“Keeping a sketchbook en-
courages you to slow down and 
be ‘in the moment,’” Ellis said. 

Learning 
to keep a 
sketchbook

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Pathfinder Re-
gional Vocational Technical 
High School held an awards 
ceremony for its students being 
entered into the National Tech-
nical Honors Society.

Superintendent Eric Duda 
presided over the ceremony, 
which was attended by the 
students being honored, their 
families, faculty members, and 
School Committee members. 

Forty-six students were hon-

Pathfinder students honored 
at awards ceremony for NTHS

Heather Martin and Alexander Hastings 
leaned up against the Pathfinder Tech 
logo. TURLEY PHOTOS BY MARCELO GUSMÃO

By Karen A. Lewis
Correspondent

BARRE – Going above 
and beyond is nothing new for 
Quabbin Regional teacher Lizz 
Mallett, who embraces her role 
as the Therapeutic Classroom 
Special Education Teacher for 
middle and high school stu-
dents.

“My goal is to help students 
learn how to be independent 
learners who know how to 
advocate for themselves and 
understand their strengths and 
weaknesses,” said Mallett, who 

along with over two dozen oth-
er Quabbin educators and staff  
were recognized on May 8 when 
the Quabbin Special Education 
Parent Advisory Council pre-
sented their 8th Annual Above 
and Beyond Awards.

“We hope the staff mem-
bers who receive these awards 
feel special and rewarded for 
all their hard work during the 
school year,” said SEPAC Com-
mittee Chair Stephanie Ugu-
ccioni.  “Oftentimes, students 
might not be able to express 
just how much of a difference 

Educators honored at 
‘Above and Beyond’ awards

Joan Ellis of Andover visited the Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library to share tips of 
keeping a sketchbook. TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
RYAN DRAGO

See SKETCHBOOK  I   
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WARE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM 

2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR 

It is the policy of the Ware Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity,  homelessness, military service, union activity or genetics in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 
1972 Education Amendments, Chapter 622 of the Massachusetts General Laws, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, M.G.L. c. 71A and c. 76, s. 5. 

 
School Choice openings for the 

2024-2025 school year:  
Grade 1 ......................... 5 
Grade 2 ........................ 9 
Grade 3 ........................ 5 
Grade 4 ........................ 4 
Grade 7........................ 19 
Grade 8 ....................... 21 
Grade 9 ....................... 16 
Grade 10 ...................... 15 
Grade 11 ...................... 12 
Grade 12 ...................... 15 

The School Choice application can be downloaded at 
www.wareps.org or picked up at Central Office 

239 West Street, Ware, MA  01082 
 

Deadline to submit applications is 
May 31, 2024 

 
The selection of non-resident students for admission will 
be in the form of a random drawing, when the number of 

requests exceed the number of available spaces. 
The drawing, if needed, will take place on June 3, 2024. 

The Ware Public School District strives to work with parents and the wider community 
to educate all students in an environment that supports high academic achievement, instills respect and 

fosters civic responsibility.  We believe that the ultimate goal of education is to support students as 
successful lifelong learners. 

Join us WARE you can prepare for your future career! 
Programs at Ware Junior Senior High School 

MAKERSPACE 
Our Makerspace features innovative rooms that 
provide students with a hands-on experience. 
Whether working on our Milling Machine or working 
with a variety of hand equipment/technology, each 
student will have the opportunity to put together a 
number of finished products in one of our seven 
innovative workstations.  Through teamwork, 
research and development, students will develop 
problem solving and critical thinking skills, which 
will help prepare them for the real world. 
 

CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT 
This advanced course for direct healthcare workers 
consists of academic and interactive, hands-on 
coursework.  Foundational competency skills will be 
taught along with Healthcare Professionalism, 
Common Chronic Diseases, Patient-Caretaker Skills 
in a simulated home-care setting, Emergency 
Communication Procedures and two courses that 
lead to national certification:  CPR/AED and 
Supportive Aide for Alzheimer’s and Dementia.  After 
taking this course, students can apply for their license 
to be eligible to work as a CNA. 

WORK-BASED LEARNING 
This opportunity allows juniors and seniors to enter 
an unpaid, educational work experience with an 
individual, company, or community organization.  
The purpose of the Work Based Learning Experience 
is to gain meaningful work skills and practices as 
related to the student’s future career interests. 
 

DUAL ENROLLMENT 
The Dual Enrollment Program allows juniors and 
seniors the opportunity to earn academic credit at 
both the college and high school level simultaneously.  
Dual Enrollment students enjoy the connection to 
their high school as well as the challenging and 
independent setting of the college. 
 

VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL 
Virtual High School offers a catalog of full semester 
courses in the Arts, Foreign Language, Language 
Arts, Life Skills, Math, Science, Social Studies, 
Technology and AP1 Study to students in VHS 
member schools. 

To learn more about the programs offered at WJSHS, visit:  
https://whs.wareps.org/for_parents/guidance/course_catalog 
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2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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$300 for three papers
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$600 for three papers
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Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Every Friday morn-
ing, the students at Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School are greeted by their 
school mascot. 

Friday morning is now known as 
Cougar Fridays as the cougar mascot 
is awaiting students and staff at the stu-
dent drop off. 

Behind the cougar mask is student 
Kyle Withers. Every Friday morning, 
Withers gets up early and joins Superin-
tendent of Schools Stephen Duff while 
he is on traffic duty for student drop off. 

Withers has participated in Cougar 
Fridays throughout the school year and 
enjoys greeting students each week. Ev-
ery Friday morning, he stands out wav-
ing and sometime holding out a cool 
sign. 

What made this past Friday so much 
fun is it was also his birthday. On the 
sign he was holding, it said “Happy 
Birthday to Kyle Withers.” 

What the cougar mascot also enjoys 
about Cougar Fridays is the dragon 
fruit refresher beverage he is given every 
Friday morning. 

Joining Duff and the Withers was 
Warren Police Chief Gerald Millette. 
The police chief occasionally joins Duff 
and the mascot during traffic duty at the 
school and has witnessed a lot of smiles 
and cheers from students and staff. 

Also, Millette has witnessed many 
dragon fruits drinks given to the mas-
cot.

“Mr. Duff buys him a dragon fruit at 
Dunkin,” said Millette. 

Millette has also witnessed Duff still 
doing traffic duty every morning of the 

school year. As principal and as super-
intendent, Duff always enjoys greeting 
the students and staff every morning 
and still does traffic duty near student 
drop off. 

Millette pointed out humorously 
that Duff also cracks a few jokes here 
and there when he greets the students. 
Most of the jokes are old dad jokes and 
the students laugh, but not as much as 
Duff. 

Withers enjoys being the cougar 
mascot and greeting all the students 
and staff on Cougar Fridays. It was a 
fun birthday celebration for him, and he 
did get a surprise dragon fruit refresher. 

Cougar Fridays 

Quaboag school mascot greets students and staff

Warren Police Chief Gerald Millette and Superintendent Stephen Duff 
alongside the Quaboag cougar mascot during Cougar Fridays. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Withers is given a cool beverage by Superintendent Stephen Duff. 

Cougar mascot Kyle Withers greets students and 
staff every Friday morning. This past Friday was also 
Withers’ birthday.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

BROOKFIELD – Many groups 
of friends and family stepped into the 
world of Star Wars for trivia night.

Oakholm Brewing Company host-
ed about 100 participants to text their 
knowledge of one of the most beloved 
franchises, Star Wars. The night before 
May the 4th was trivia night and every 
trivia night at the brewery has a popular 
theme.

In a world where the force must be 
with you, the theme is Star Wars and ev-
ery element of its universe. Trivia host 
Kyle Kustak was asking all the ques-
tions. 

Trivia night happens once a month 
at Oakholm Brewing Company and 
Kustak usually hosts the event. Kustak 
is also the host of music bingo at Oak-
holm.   

Kustak uses Good Thomas Enter-
tainment to provide trivia and music 
bingo. Good Thomas Entertainment 
is an entertainment agency that pro-
vides weekly musical bingo, trivia and 
karaoke nights in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut 
& Florida. 

May the 4th is popularly known as 
Star Wars Day and that was the chosen 
theme for trivia night at Oakholm Brew-
ery.

“Every trivia has a theme,” Kustak 
said. 

In the past Kustak has provided triv-
ia for music, television shows, Marvel 
and has now added Star Wars to the 
list. There were a total of 21 groups who 
made up teams and came up with catchy 
team names; predominately Star Wars 
related. 

The teams will compete in five ques-
tion rounds and submit their answers 
through their phones. Every round has 
questions about each Star Wars film and 
some rounds about the television shows. 

Amongst the teams were big Star 
Wars fans, supporting attire with mul-
tiple themes. Even the Oakholm staff  
were supporting vintage Star Wars 
T-shirts while serving the packed crowd 
in their beer garden. 

Some of the beverages were named 
after a Star Wars related theme. One 
green seltzer was named “Baby Yoda.” 
For those who favor the dark side of 
the force went with a red seltzer called 
“Darkside.” 

When asked what his favorite part of 
the Star Wars franchise was, Kustak said 

his favorite characters are the Ewoks; 
characters from Return of the Jedi. 

The winning team of Star Wars Triv-
ia will receive a $50 Oakholm Brewery 
gift card. After five competitive rounds 
and Star Wars knowledge put to the 
test, The Max Rebo Band was the win-
ning team. 

The star of the team was Tyler Fin-
ney, who was wearing an orange Star 
Wars rebel alliance jacket. His team 
praised him as Finney brought the most 
knowledge of the Star Wars franchise to 
lead Max Rebo Band to victory.

The team is named after an alien 
band that pops up in Star Wars and 
Max Rebo is one of the aliens. The band 
first appears in Return of the Jedi. Max 
Rebo Band received the $50 Oakholm 
Brewery gift card. 

To continue the Star Wars celebra-
tion, Kustak also did trivia at the UNOS 
in Sturbridge on May the 4th.  

Star Wars trivia at Oakholm Brewery

Oakholm Brewery was in the spirit of celebrating 
Star Wars while hosting Star Wars trivia night. TURLEY 
PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

The winning team of Star Wars Trivia, Max Rebo Band, won a $50 Oakholm Brewery gift card. 

Many guests got into the spirit of Star Wars Trivia. 
Tyler Finney was wearing a Star Wars jacket. 
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CURREN T

Widower’s retirement 
stymied by Social Security’s 
WEP and GPO rules

 
Dear Rusty:
My wife passed away four years ago. I 

want to retire so called SSA and was told 
I can collect my own SS at 62, reduced by 
Windfall Elimination Provision. 

My wife’s SS was greater than mine, but 
they said I do not qualify for hers at age 60 
because of the Government Pension Off-
set. This seems odd that I get zero for her, 
however I can collect mine at the two thirds 
reduction at 62. Is this true? This zero dol-
lar amount places my retirement on hold for 
now. I was counting on her SS. 

Signed: Discouraged Widower
 
Dear Discouraged: 
The Windfall Elimination Provision and 

the Government Pension Offset are two of 
the most confusing and unpopular of Social 
Security’s myriad rules. From the way you 
describe your conversation with the Social 
Security Administration, it doesn’t appear 
to have concluded with you fully under-
standing how these provisions work, so al-
low me to elaborate.  

WEP and GPO affect anyone who has 
a retirement pension from a federal, state 
or local government agency which did not 
participate in Social Security, meaning nei-
ther the employee nor the employer paid 
into Social Security based on the employ-
ee’s earnings. Obviously, you have such a 
pension, which means that WEP will reduce 
any Social Security retirement benefit you 
have earned from other employment where 
SS payroll taxes were withheld and the GPO 
will affect any survivor benefit you are enti-
tled to. 

 WEP affects only the SS retirement ben-
efit you earned elsewhere; WEP does not af-
fect any surviving spouse benefit you might 
be entitled to from your wife. Rather, it is 
the GPO, which affects your survivor ben-
efit, again because of your state retirement, 
called a “non-covered pension” - one earned 
without contributing to Social Security. 

The GPO will reduce any surviving 
spouse benefit you might be entitled to by 
2/3rds of the amount of your “non-covered” 
state pension. Depending on the size of your 
state pension, that reduction may entirely 
eliminate your surviving spouse benefit from 
your wife.  

Under normal SS rules, a surviving 
spouse does not become eligible for survi-
vor benefits until they reach age 60 (age 50 
if  disabled). 

Normally, a surviving spouse benefit 
claimed at age 60 is reduced by 28.5% and 
it is the GPO that will affect your survivor 
benefit whenever you claim it. However, 
even without GPO, your age 60 survivor 
benefit amount would be only 71.5% of the 
amount your wife was receiving or entitled 
to receive at her death. 

If you are already collecting your 
non-covered state pension when you claim 
your SS survivor benefit from your wife, 
then that reduced age 60 survivor benefit 
would be offset by 2/3rds of the amount of 
your state pension. And that, according to 
what Social Security told you, is what elim-
inated your age 60 eligibility for a surviving 
spouse benefit from your wife. 

If  you don’t claim it at 60 your survi-
vor benefit will continue to grow until you 
reach your Full Retirement Age of 67, but 
if  2/3rds of your state pension is more than 
100% of your SS survivor benefit, you still 
won’t get any surviving spouse benefit from 
your wife’s record. 

 A further consequence of your non-cov-
ered state pension is that the SS retirement 
benefit you earned elsewhere will be reduced 
by WEP. WEP will reduce, but cannot elimi-
nate, your Social Security retirement benefit. 

The WEP formula is complex but, gen-
erally, your WEP-based Social Security re-
tirement benefit will likely be roughly half  
of what you would get if  you did not have 
a state “non-covered pension.” You could 
claim your WEP-reduced SS retirement 
benefit as early as age 62 or, if  financial-
ly feasible, delay longer to get a somewhat 
higher, but still reduced amount.  

Just For Your Information, your state 
employer had an obligation to fully inform 
you of the consequences of not contributing 
to Social Security while earning your state 
pension. It appears as though they may not 
have fulfilled that obligation. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

There is a lot going on in my yard. That 
is a true statement.  

Every fall I say I am going to be 
smarter about what I take on and then spring 
hits and I am obsessed with gardening.  It 
is all I think about, and it has been this way 
since I was a teenager.  

I guess I could get myself into worse trou-
ble.  

Presently I am adding to the front border, 
redefining a perennial garden, making a per-
manent spot for dahlias, and waking up the 
raised beds and vegetable garden. Read on 
for a taste of what I’ve been up to.

I’d been on the hunt for a Pink Flowering 
Dogwood; and this year, because I wanted 
one, I seemingly saw them everywhere. What 
a year for the dogwoods!  

My husband determined that said tree 
would be my Mother’s Day gift if  only we 
could find one. I made the acquisition early 
last week and had it planted in the front bor-
der within hours. 

Cornus ‘Rutger’s Stellar’ is a hardy, dis-
ease and borer resistant hybrid, with gor-
geous pink bracts.  

To plant the tree, I dug a hole bigger than 
the rootball and amended with nearby soil 
mixed with moist peat moss. I planted it at 
the same depth it was in its pot and I’ll be 
careful not to let mulch build up around the 
trunk.  

Now, what can I add to the part sun un-
derstory? Astilbe? Japanese painted fern? 
Hostas? Hmmm.  Much to think about in 
terms of texture and color.

I have lots of perennial gardens here and 
there. There is a big one in my front yard, left 
from the original blueprint of the previous 
owner.  

For some reason it was made deep, very 
deep. Half of this bed is backed by a stone re-
taining wall, the other half by a white picket 
fence. I’d like to narrow it up a bit, only keep-
ing a couple of specimen plants and some 
edgers on the side with the picket fence. 

I have one gorgeous Peony plant seems in-
credibly happy there. It is staked in an extra 
large tomato cage and for the most part it’s 
doing the trick to hold up what appears to be 
dozens of potential heavy blossoms. 

To use the cage I had to put it in place 
when the plant was emerging from the soil – 
to do so now would be disastrous! 

If you need to stake your peony and ha-
ven’t yet, try this method. Insert bamboo or 
wooden stakes into the ground on the out-
er edge of the plant to three-quarters of its 
height. Run two rows of twine or jute at one 
third and two thirds up the stakes, respective-
ly.  

Simply start by tying a knot on one stake, 
wrapping around the next and tightening as 
you go. If green bamboo and jute are used 
the staking will hardly be visible, especially 
if  you don’t tighten so much that it looks un-
natural. 

The search goes on for exactly what plants 
will finish up that half of the bed. 

Dahlias will make their home in the oth-
er half. My collection is still fairly small – I 
think I have seven varieties, but I can feel the 
fever building.  

They are just such an amazing group of 
plants in so many gorgeous color variations 
and sizes.  From teenie pom-poms to “dinner 
plate” and every size in between, I am in awe.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Three of the eight 
areas of incompletion

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 7

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

support community journalism
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
1/2 PORK LOIN ......................

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS $249

lb

SALE DATES: 
5/23/24-5/27/24

Closed Memorial Day

$222

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
BUTT STRIPS .....................$299

USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN LEG 1/4s 40 LB BAG .....
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ALL BEEF
HOT DOGS 5 LB .......................

$499
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BAKED 8”
CHERRY PIE ...................................

$2699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK 
PORK RIBS .......................

$333
lb

ea

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN

$1499

$222
lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED
REGULAR OR TURKEY

HILLSHIRE FARMS
POLSKA KIELBASA 13-14 OZ ...... ea

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL

$499
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED
BEEF BLADESTEAK .............. $777

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN 
SAUSAGE ................................

$279

USDA INSP.
KAYEM 
NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ...........$1099

lb

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

$466
lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

$1099
lb

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN 

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

4 OZ
$1569

lb

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
lb

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

BARRE – Quabbin Regional High 
School, 800 South St., lists the third 
quarter honor roll.

Grade Nine, High Honors
Klavdiya Antonian, Madeleine Bois-

selle, Makenzie Casey, Isabel Doty, 
Leah Doucette, Tess Dunphy, Grace Fl-
amand, Anna Hautala, Audrey Laurs-
en, Anna Metcalf, Ella Reeves, Grace 
Vanoudenhove and Brendan Welch.

Grade Nine, Honors
Skyler Bard, Carter Bassett, Jacob 

Bassett, Halo Bissonnette, Ava Brady, 
Emma Clark, James Cook, Benjamin 
Darcey, Kherington Deschenes, Kate-
lyn Durant, Brody Faucher, Quinlan 
Fauteux, Alijah Flint, Jacoby Harts-
horn, Violet Kelley, Sadie Kennan, Jil-
lian LaMontagne, Ailey Majoy, Scar-
lett Merriman, Mia Miville, Samantha 
O’Connor, Owen O’Donnell, Julia 
Quintal, Arianna Riendeau, Abigail 
Rogowski, Emma Ryan, Kailynn Schus-
ter, Sienna Shaw, Gabriella Totas, Owen 
Twarog, Ellary White and Leanna Zou.

Grade 10, High Honors
Kenzie Gallagher, Elizabeth Matthe-

son and Zoe Orellana Cadenas.
Grade 10, Honors

Adam Adams, Aaron Bodine, Owen 
Breuer, Branden Brooks, Tricia Bruso, 
Troy Budreau, Kylee Costello, Annabel-
la DiMartino, Mia Ducos, Kalina Dyer, 
Garrett Erickson, Evelyn Giese, Ad-
elaide Harmon, Samuel Kane, Collin 
Lindley, Grace Manna, Samuel Mor-
gan, Parker Proulx, Aaron Rowell, Wes-

ley Sanderson, Cameran Vega, Andrew 
Warfield, Bianca Wilder, Collin Wilk, 
Hannah Zereski and Jin Xi Zou.

Grade 11, High Honors
Matthew Erickson, James Geary, 

Isabel LaBelle, Ethan Salvadore, Irene 
Stolgitis and Jaxon Warburton.

Grade 11, Honors
Andre Ampong, Haley Ayer, Alex-

ander Bedard, Jordan Blanchard, Kevin 
Boles, Kaeliana Boucher, Kyle Clark, 
Ava Conley, Teaghan Earle, Adam 
Faulha, Angelina Feliciano, Jack Fors, 
Ellie Frost, Sophia Gagne, Kyra Grum-
mell, Samuel Guertin, Veronika Men-
drek, Nathen Pride, Luke Salvadore, 
Kaylee Shaw, Sadie Sheldon, Sydney 
Slattery, Isabella Smith, Julia Smith, 
Richard Tucker, Ryan Wing and Ryan 
Wreschinsky.

Grade 12, High Honors
Kylie Casey, Ally Legare, Sophia Ja-

nuszewski, Michael Tobin, Benjamin 
Vasseur and Brianna Whitelaw.

Grade 12, Honors
Alena Arnold, Annabel Audino, 

Hannah Baxter, Trinity Boissoneau, 
Sophie Borbone, Brianna Caponigro, 
Evan Cole, Samantha Dube, Jadyn 
Gonzalez, Sophia Januszewski, Grace 
LaValley, Gavin Majoy, Emma Mass-
er, Grant McConnaughey, Cole Mor-
rill, Camryn Orsini, Carlee Rich, Kay-
la Sherblom, Julianna Stanger, Amy 
Stauder, Christian Stolgitis, Heather 
Stuart, Lillian Swett, Gracie Talbot and 
Eleanor Thompson.

Quabbin High lists honor roll

STURBRIDGE – The Publick 
House Historic Inn and Restaurant will 
host another in their series of commu-
nity dinners on Monday, June 3, this 
time to benefit St. Michael Romanian 
Orthodox Church of Southbridge. 

The Publick House cooks for many 
local organizations as a way of giving 
back to the community. Each spon-
sored organization receives a portion of 
the ticket price for every dinner served.

The dinner will offer two seating 
times to accommodate guests: an ear-
ly seating from 4:30-6 p.m. and a later 
seating from 6:30-8 p.m. Attendees will 
be treated to a buffet-style meal that 
includes oven-roasted turkey, corn-
bread-sausage stuffing, mashed pota-
toes, butternut squash and cranberry 
sauce.

Tickets are priced at $16 per adult 

and $5 for children aged 4-12 years. 
To purchase tickets or for additional 
information, please reach out to Spiro 
Thomo at 774-200-8043, Sandra Nasto 
at 774-318-8659, or Ken Benson at 774-
230-3848.

Tickets may also be purchased at the 
Federated Church of Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale office located at 8 Maple St., 
on Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m.-noon. Payments may be made 
by cash or check made payable to The 
Publick House. 

Tickets are pre-paid only, no tickets 
will be sold at the door. The deadline 
for ticket purchases is Thursday, May 
30.

The mission of St. Michael Roma-
nian Orthodox Church is to experience 
the grace of God and to share it with 
others.

St. Michael’s benefit turkey 
buffet coming June 3

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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Country Auto Body, Inc.

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield

508-867-9736

Full Auto Body
Mechanical Service

All Name Brand Tires Available

GRATEFUL 
APPRECIATION 

FOR ALL 
WHO HAVE SERVED, 

YOU ARE 
REMEMBERED.

Propane • Interstate Batteries In Stock

CHARBONNEAU FUNERAL HOME 
Ware, MA 01082

charbonneaufh.com
413-967-5281

VARNUM FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 

varnumfuneralhome.com
508-867-2885

Marc A. Varnum, Associates 
and Staff 

To our men and women in 
uniform, past, present, and 
future, God bless you and 

thank you.

Deputy Tax Collectors

137 Main Street  •  PO Box 720
 Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Jeffery & Jeffery Inc.

Thank Your For Your Service
413-967-9941             www.jefferyandjeffery.com

QRSD staff members have made in their education 
and lives. We believe this award speaks volumes.”

All parents of students in the Quabbin District were 
given the opportunity to nominate Quabbin staff who 
they felt excelled beyond the daily job expectation, 
when a district wide email survey was sent out at the 
beginning of April.

“We encouraged nominating any and all QRSD 
staff including, but not limited to teachers, adminis-
trators, office managers, custodians, van and bus driv-
ers, related service providers, paraprofessionals, inter-
ventionists and tutors,” said Uguccioni.

Categories of the awards included Fostering Com-
munity, Differentiated Learning, Preparation Under 
Pressure, Increased Family Engagement, Exceeding 
Expectations and Making Learning Fun.  Surveys 
were due back at the beginning of May and from 
there, a list of deserving teachers and staff was created 
along with special certificate recognitions.

In the case of Mallett, this year she was the recipi-
ent of two awards, both were for Exceeding Expecta-
tions. Prior to 2024, she received an award last year 
and one at the end of her first year at Quabbin.

“The best part of my job is building relationships 
with kids,” Mallett said, who was grateful to be recog-
nized.  “The students in my classroom are like part of 
my family, and we are all very close.  They are all so 

unique and each contribute so much in their own way 
to our classroom community.  I love watching them 
learn how to take care of themselves and each other.”

Quabbin seventh grade English teacher Nancee 
Roy received her second award this year.

“It is quite an honor to be recognized,” Roy said, 
who was first awarded five years ago. “My goal as a 
teacher is to make connections with my students and 
provide them with an environment where they feel 
safe and supported.  When students know that you 
care about them as a person, they are more likely to 
take academic risks, which leads to greater success for 
them.”

Recipients find out on the evening of the ceremony 
who nominated them.

“It is incredibly important for our educators and 
staff to be recognized especially in this way,” said 
Quabbin Superintendent Colleen Mucha. “Children 
are complex and while we have data to tell us if  stu-
dents are making academic progress and we receive 
feedback about our instruction, it can be challenging 
to know if you’re having an impact on the whole child. 
These awards represent both the academic impact and 
the personal impact. That’s the intersection where the 
magic happens, and our educators work so hard to 
make that happen.”

Mucha praised the work of SEPAC and encourages 
all families to check the organization out, as they are 
all inclusive and supportive to all students and fami-

lies.
“Our (SEPAC) members are passionate about edu-

cation and they are here to help families navigate some 
of the celebratory and challenging moments that may 
arise,” said Mucha.  “They strive to break down bar-
riers for students and families with diverse learning 
needs.  It’s a great group.”

SEPAC offers monthly meetings with a variety of 
guest speakers covering topics relevant to a wide range 
of students and their families. Over the current school 
year, SEPAC has hosted presentations with Quin-
sigamond Community College, Q-Drug, Worcester 
Talking Book Library, Making Opportunities Count 
(MOC), Quabbin Unified Sports and others.  

Those interested have the option to either attend in 
person or by zoom.  Further information can be found 
on the Quabbin school website at https://www.qrsd.
org/departments/student services.

“SEPAC meetings are built around support avail-
able for families and the QRSD community,” Uguc-
cioni said. “In becoming involved in SEPAC, you will 
have a direct insight into the district’s special educa-
tion programming. Also, it will provide you with an 
additional resource group to help your child in the 
district.”

Recipients of the 2024 Above and Beyond Awards 
include from Ruggles Lane School:  Kristi Bliss, Kristi 
Haupt, Nikki Rice, Emma Madsen, Kristen Perrault, 
Alex Narkevicius, and Melissa Hobson, who received 
two awards for Differentiated Learning and Fostering 
Community; from Oakham Center School:  Caroline 
Ludwig, Cait Foster, Brooke Graves, Chrissy Robill-
ard, Karen Varney, Brianna Biggs and Casandra Sta-
gias; from Hubbardston Center School:  Carla Me-
deiros and Debi Tyler; from Hardwick Elementary 
School: Kylie Wilson and Mary Fleming; and from 
the middle and-or high school: Mike Groner, Nancee 
Roy, Melissa Hart, Jesslyn Lapati, Steve Nicora, Beth 
Olson, Nycole Majka, Shannon Harris, Katie Gaspar, 
Diane McMorrow and Lizz Mallett, recipient of two 
awards.

Recipients of the 2024 SEPAC Above and Beyond Awards from the Quabbin Regional School District include, back row left to right: Diane McMorrow, Melissa Hobson, Beth Olson, Steve Nicora, Mary Fleming, Shannon Harris, 
Lizz Mallett, Brooke Graves, Emma Madsen, Alex Narvekius, Kristin Perrault, Chrissy Robillard, Brianna Biggs, front row left to right: Nycole Majka, Allison Hart, Katie Gaspar, Caitlin Foster, Kylie Wilson, Debra Tyler, Carla 
Mederois, Casandra Stagias, Caroline Ludwig, Kristi Haupt, Karen Varney and seated left to right SEPAC Officers Stephanie Uguccioni, Chair, Caitlin Bogue, Secretary.  Missing from photo: Jesslyn Lapati, Kristi Bliss, Mike 
Groner, Nikki Rice and Nancee Roy. TURLEY PHOTO BY KAREN A. LEWIS

AWARD  I  FROM PAGE 1

BELCHERTOWN – The Department of Con-
servation and Recreation’s Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitor Center, is hosting First Thursday 
Habitat Hikes each month.

All ages are welcome at these programs; however, 
dogs are not allowed anywhere at Quabbin Reservoir.

Quabbin is an area of immense diversity of habi-
tat, from shady vernal pools to sunny mountaintops. 
Staff will be hosting hikes one Thursday each month 
(weather permitting) to spotlight some of these beau-
tiful landscapes.  

Hikes will vary in location and intensity and may 
focus on an individual species or on a more general 
area.  For more information and to register visit www.
mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reservoir or email Quabb-
inVisitor.Center@mass.gov

Tower Trail Habitat Hike
Join a 3-mile moderate Tower Trail Habitat Hike on 

Thursday, June 6 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (https://goo.gl/
maps/9K3L4xf44nbVK4bG7)

This hike will meet at the parking area inside the 
Middle Entrance off Route 9.  It is a moderately diffi-

cult hike, approximately 3-miles round-trip up Quab-
bin Hill through woodland and mountain habitat and 
back. 

Due to safety issues, hikers will not be able to go 
up to the tower itself, as it is currently closed for reno-
vations. Please wear appropriate footwear and protect 
yourself against ticks. 

Register at: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
c2dd1551fbb7467bbdda704a469c7929.

Quabbin Visitor Center lists First Thursday hikes
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Palmer to Ware 
Improvement Project

You are invited to an Informal Open House

PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com
E: Info@O15nproject.com
P: 800-674-9510

May 22nd, 2024

5:00pm to 7:00pm

Ware Senior Center
1 Robbins Road
Palmer MA 01069

May 28th, 2024

5:00pm to 7:00pm

Palmer Public Library
4105 N. Main Street 
Palmer MA 01069

Learn More: Palmer to Ware 
Improvement Project

National Grid's Palmer to Ware Improvement 
Project is a proposed transmission line project 
that w ill upgrade a deteriorating electric 
transmission line. The upgrade w ill focus on 
portions of the 10.35-mile-long segment of 
overhead pow er lines that run through Palmer, 
Ware, and West Brookfield. Once upgraded, the 
new ly rebuilt transmission line w ill provide 
enhanced electric reliability for the region.

National Grid is hosting Open Houses for the 
Palmer to Ware Improvement Project. We 
encourage you to join us to learn more about the 
project.

If you are unable to join us at the in-person event 
and are interested in learning more about the 
project, please email info@O15nproject.com to 
set up a meeting w ith a member of our project 
team.

Questions? Contact us!

Phone Number: (800) 674-9510
Email: Info@O15nproject.com
Website:
PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com 
or scan the QR code.

7-57 Wells Ave. Suite 27 
New ton, MA 02459

National Grid is inviting you to an 
Informal Open House

National Grid is inviting you to an Informal Open House 
Learn More: Palmer to Ware Improvement Project

National Grid’s Palmer to Ware Improvement Project is a proposed transmission line project 
that will upgrade a deterioratingelectric transmission line. The upgrade will focus on portions of the 

10.35-mile-long segment of overhead power lines that run through Palmer, Ware, and West Brookfield. 
Once upgraded, the newly rebuilt transmission line will provide enhanced electric reliability for the region.

National Grid is hostingOpen Houses for the Palmer to Ware Improvement Project. 
We encourage you to join us to learn more about the project.

If you are unable to join us at the in-person event and are interested in learning more about the project, 
please email info@O15nproject.comto set up a meeting with a member of our project team.

Questions? Contact us!

Phone Number: (800) 674-9510
Email: Info@O15nproject.com

Website: PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com or scan the QR code.

                                  7-57 Wells Ave., Suite 27, Newton, MA 02459

Learn More: Palmer to Ware 
Improvement Project

National Grid's Palmer to Ware Improvement 
Project is a proposed transmission line project 
that w ill upgrade a deteriorating electric 
transmission line. The upgrade w ill focus on 
portions of the 10.35-mile-long segment of 
overhead pow er lines that run through Palmer, 
Ware, and West Brookfield. Once upgraded, the 
new ly rebuilt transmission line w ill provide 
enhanced electric reliability for the region.

National Grid is hosting Open Houses for the 
Palmer to Ware Improvement Project. We 
encourage you to join us to learn more about the 
project.

If you are unable to join us at the in-person event 
and are interested in learning more about the 
project, please email info@O15nproject.com to 
set up a meeting w ith a member of our project 
team.

Questions? Contact us!

Phone Number: (800) 674-9510
Email: Info@O15nproject.com
Website:
PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com 
or scan the QR code.

7-57 Wells Ave. Suite 27 
New ton, MA 02459

National Grid is inviting you to an 
Informal Open House

It’s exciting to finally have an area devoted entire-
ly to my collection and I can’t wait to get them in 
the ground.  

Plant dahlias in full sun, in fertile soil amend-
ed sparingly with compost and organic fertilizers. 
Most tubers are planted about 3 inches deep and 
1 to 3 feet away from one another, depending on 
plant size.  

Providing enough air circulation between 
plants will help keep diseases at bay.  

Most gardeners install a stake at planting time 
and attach the dahlia to it as it grows, beginning 
when it is a foot tall. Subsequent ties are made 
every 18 inches or so depending on variety.  

Without the use of stakes, large flowers will 
likely topple in the wind and rain, sometimes tak-
ing a good portion of the plant with it. 

Pinching dahlias is another good practice. 
When the plant has three sets of leaves gently 

remove its growth tip. This will encourage more 
branching and inevitably more flowers.  

Once blooming starts it is important to cut 
away spent blooms on a regular basis; tubers will 
grow stronger because of it. Dahlias thrive on 
sufficient moisture, especially since they are shal-
low rooted. 

Furnish them with one inch per week during 
active growth.  

Well, there is more incomplete, but you get the 
gist of my adventures. Chances are you have your 
own as well. Enjoy now; they’ll be time to sit later.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

SHREWSBURY – Sheriff Evangelidis and the Worces-
ter County Sheriff’s Office announce the return of the an-
nual Sheriff’s Senior Picnic on Saturday, June 8 from 11 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. at SAC Park.

Due to the success of previous years, the picnic will once 
again be held as a drive-thru and feature a BBQ boxed 
lunch, goodie bags, music, giveaways, raffle prizes and more.

The event is free and open to all residents in Worcester 
County over the age of 60. Space is limited and an RSVP 
is required. 

Please visit the following link to RSVP: ReserveDepu-
tySheriff.com/2024-senior-picnic Alternatively, RSVP by 
calling 508-796-2638 or email nydia@worcestercountysher-
iff.org. Please leave a message with your name, address and 
phone number.

Those wishing to attend must register by May 20.

Sheriff’s Office to host annual 
Drive-Thru Senior Picnic
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 Back to the event
One might suppose long time attendees have rituals 

as to the order in which they take in the day. Those not 
caffeinated early on could head to Joy of Beans. Joy of 
Beans is the town’s, and arguably, the region’s gourmet 
coffee vendor.

Moving east along the Common, one comes to the 
tents of those specifically part of the festival organiza-
tion. Amy Dugas was, as usual, exercising supervision. 
In a tent laden with asparagus for sale next to her, were 
the volunteer vendor coordinators Emily, Maggie, 
Anne and baby Muggsy.

Close by was the table of the West Brookfield His-
torical Commission. The commission seeks to pre-
serve the towns history. The town has much lore worth 
preserving and to that end, the table had an abundance 
of literature to share. 

There were other civic groups represented such 
as Lake Wickaboag Preservation Association. The 
LWPA is a non-profit, grass roots organization with 
the mission to preserve and improve the water quality 
and surroundings of Lake Wickaboag.

While traversing the Common, the duo, Imogene, 
played music that had a folk vibe if  not exactly the 
genre.

At a table by herself when we stopped by, Lau-
ra Fitzpatrick represented the CERT team for West 
Brookfield, Warren and West Warren. CERT stands 
for Community Emergency Response Team. These 
Volunteers, as one might guess, respond to emergency 
situations and work with FEMA and MEMA as well 
as the towns themselves.

 The East Quabbin Land Trust or EQLT “works to 
conserve land by undertaking or assisting direct land 
transactions—primarily the purchase or acceptance of 
donations of land or conservation easements.” At the 
festival, the Land Trust was ably represented by Cyn-
thia Henshaw and two others.

The Land Trust recently celebrated its 30th anni-
versary. Upcoming will be The Hills of East Quabbin 
Ride on June 22. Registrants have the choice of a 25-
mile or 50-mile trip on not overly hilly terrain. Come 
on and test yourself for a worthy cause.

Another organization is a combination of business-
es that support local enterprise while promoting the 
history and beauty of the area known as Browse the 
Brookfields. They are restaurants, shops, destinations 
and services. Their brochure tells you what you can 
find and where you can find it in the Brookfields.

In Ware is the pottery studio known as ClayWorks 
and members came over and represented the ceram-
ic arts at the festival. Mary Remington spoke with us 
about the group’s activities. There are classes for youth 
and other ages and they are beginning fundraising. 

The ClayWorks shop is on Main Street and they 
hope to expand into the Berkshire Blanket building.

Crafts are also learned and practiced at the associ-
ated Workshop13 on Church Street.

Unfortunately, the vendors were too numerous to 
report on them all, but we can present at least a few.

Local writer Ed Londergan shared a table with au-
thoress Mary Anne Salonas Slack. He was there to 
present his novel about the horrific Spooner Well mur-
der in Brookfield during the Revolution.

 Mary’s novel, “The Sacrificial Daughter” is about 
the child who grows up to be the one to remain home 
and take care of the remaining family. In this case the 
sacrifice breaks free.

Another writer sharing his novel, “Spurious”, was 
Kevin Flanders. He is an area author with a large oeu-
vre.

One interesting fellow, Angelo Cerminara, of 
L’Amore Della Pasta was asked if  he had his own 
squid for the squid ink pasta. Angelo didn’t miss a beat 
and claimed to own a squid farm. He did fess up and 
admitted that he sourced pasteurized squid ink from 
Italy.

Judging by the number of patrons, the food ven-
dors were doing well. Pig Park BBQ, Hitchcock Tav-
ern, Street Taco and, of course the Congregational 
Church’s Asparagus Alley all had lines. 

Maybe nobody stayed as long as on a bright spring 
day, but the tradition is such that people continued 
to show up and wend their way among the tents and 
would be replaced by others.

Let us hope for a sunny 2025.  

ASPARAGUS   I  FROM PAGE 1
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North Brookfield softball back in action

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Exces-
sive rainouts have delayed the season for 
North Brookfield softball. The Indians 
have finally been able to get some game 
in over the course of May, and so far, 
the Indians are 2-4 on the season, with 
more makeup games scheduled to be 

played this week. The Indians have de-
feated Hampden Charter at home and 
lost on the road at Ware High School. 
The Indians have also faced Pathfind-
er and still have two games scheduled 
against Quaboag Regional.

Pitcher Abby Lindburg sends an offering to the plate. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. 
SCIBELLI Whitney Reno makes a strong throw to get an out. Angie Fritze fires a throw to first.

Kale McPartland fouls off a pitch.

Olivia Holmes looks for the base hit with this contact.

BARRE – On Monday afternoon, 
Quabbin Regional High School girls 
tennis scored another win, and anoth-
er shutout of an opponent, defeating 
Leominster 5-0. Annabelle Magill had a 
big match as she scored a win in straight 
sets 6-0, 6-0. Not far behind her was 
Camryn Orsini, who won 6-0, 6-2. Car-

lee Rich and the second doubles team 
of Elizabeth Matheson and Madelyn 
Stauder both swept their matches. It 
took three sets, but Farrah Wojcik and 
Kalina Dyer won first doubles with a 
7-5 win in the third set. Quabbin girls 
tennis is an impressive 14-1 overall with 
the playoffs looming.

Quabbin girls tennis wins again

Carlee Rich gets the low hit to 
send the ball back over the net. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Carmyn Orsini goes high to return 
the ball.

Annabelle Magill starts off play 
with a good serve.
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143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
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more choices,
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99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE
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www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327 ®

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Eighth grader Grayson 
Griswold is the starting second baseman 
for the Palmer varsity baseball team. 
His older brother, Hunter, is wrapping 
up his outstanding athletic career down 
the street at Pathfinder Tech. 

The two brothers faced each other 
for the first and only time in a varsity 
baseball game last Tuesday night.  

It was a memorable evening for 
Grayson Griswold and his Panthers 
teammates who celebrated a 6-1 victory 
over the Pioneers before a large crowd at 
Legion Field.   

“It was a lot of fun playing a baseball 
game against my older brother’s team 
for the first time,” said Grayson Gris-
wold, who joined the Palmer varsity 
baseball team as a seventh grader. “I’m 
going to be following in Hunter’s foot-
steps next year. I’ll be playing football, 
basketball, and baseball at Pathfinder.”

Hunter Griswold, who’s planning 
to play college football at Mass. Mari-
time Academy in the fall, also attended 
Palmer High School before transferring 
to Pathfinder tech as a freshman.   

“It definitely stinks that we lose a lot 
of our very good athletes to Pathfinder,” 
said Jacob Graveline, who’s the current 
varsity baseball coach at Palmer High 
School. “I know that they’re only doing 
it because they want to learn a trade. 
Grayson is a very good baseball play-
er who can play several different posi-
tions.” 

Last Tuesday’s contest was the 
fourth boys’ game between the two high 
schools during the 2023-24 school year. 

The Pioneers football team didn’t 
have very much trouble defeating the 
Panthers, 33-6, in the season opener last 
September at Legion Field.

The Panthers boys’ basketball team 
posted a 53-37 victory inside the Path-
finder gymnasium three days after 
Christmas. The two hoop teams also 
met in a Division 5 state preliminary 
round game at the end of February. The 
Panthers won that contest, 79-51, on 
their home court.

The two schools also co-op in boys’ 
soccer, field hockey, wrestling, cross 
country, and swimming.   

The Panthers, who don’t have any se-
niors listed on their roster, had a 5-11 
overall record following their fourth 
consecutive victory. They were sched-

uled to play at rival Ware in a Western 
Mass. Class. D quarterfinal game on 
Monday night. 

The Pioneers (10-7) didn’t qualify for 
the Western Mass. Class C tournament, 
but they’ll be competing in the MIAA 
Division 5 state tournament, which 
starts next week. 

The winning pitcher in last Tuesday’s 
non-league game was sophomore righty 
Brendan Hess, who’s the ace of the Pan-
thers pitching staff. Hess allowed a run 
on only two base hits. He finished the 
contest with nine strikeouts and only 
two walks.

“I thought Branden pitched a great 
game tonight,” said Graveline, who was 
an outstanding pitcher at Palmer High 
School a little more than ten years ago. 
“He just needs to keep throwing strikes.” 

It wasn’t very much fun for Hunter 
Griswold, who was the Pioneers starting 
pitcher. 

Because of the MIAA pitch count 
rule, the righthander was limited to only 
25 pitches against the Panthers. 

After throwing out a baserunner try-
ing to steal in the top half of the first in-
ning, Palmer sophomore catcher Theo 
Haley blasted a triple to right field lead-
ing off the bottom half of the frame. 
He would score the first run of the non-
league game on a wild pitch. 

Griswold managed to get out of that 
inning without allowing any more runs 
with the help of an inning ending dou-
ble play.

However, the Panthers put three 
more runs on the left field scoreboard in 
their next at-bats.

With one-out, seventh grader Zack 
Marciniec, who was the DH, lined a 
single to center and Hess followed with 
an infield hit. Then Grayson Griswold 
faced his older brother for the first time 
in a varsity game. He hit a ground ball 
to the first baseman which moved both 
runners into scoring position. Mar-
ciniec scored the Panthers second run 
on another wild pitch. Then freshman 
centerfielder Taydem Haley drew a 
walk, which was the final batter Hunter 
Griswold faced. He was replaced on the 
mound by junior righty Zander Auffrey, 
who started the game in left field. Gris-
wold stayed in the game as the catcher.    

Theo Haley greeted the Pioneers re-
lief pitcher with a two-run single to left 
field giving the home team a 4-0 lead.

“Theo is our leadoff hitter, and he 

Pioneers fall to rival Palmer

RIVERHEAD, N.Y. – Justin Bon-
signore continued his streak of top-six 
finishes to open the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour season on Sunday after-
noon at Riverhead Raceway. Bonsigno-
re brought the No. 51 Phoenix Commu-
nications machine home in third in the 
Miller Lite 200 presents Wayne Ander-
son. The New York native posted his 
24th top-five finish in 28 career Whelen 
Modified Tour starts at Riverhead. 

Bonsignore started fifth on Sun-
day, one day after a heavy mist in the 
air postponed the Miller Lite 200 Sa-
lutes Wayne Anderson. He would fall 
just outside the top-five early, but then 

charge back inside and remain there for 
the duration of the race. He was up to 
second at one point, but Austin Beers 
slid by late, eventually finishing second 
to winner Ron Silk.

“We were a little off today but all in 
all, a good day for our Phoenix Com-
munications team,” Bonsignore said. 
“We will get back to work on continu-
ing to work on our cars and be ready for 
Seekonk in a few weeks.”

Justin Bonsignore will return to the 
track at Seekonk Speedway for the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour Seekonk 
150 on Saturday, June 1. 

Bonsignore grabs third-place 
finish at Riverhead Raceway

Hunter Griswold sends a deliver to the plate. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

See PIONEERS   I   PAGE 11

WESTON – Serenity Ayala of 
North Brookfield, a sophomore stu-
dent-athlete studying nursing, com-
peted on the Regis women’s lacrosse 
team during the spring 2024 season.

The women’s lacrosse team con-
cluded the 2024 season with a 9-8 
overall record, the most victories for 
the team since the 2019 season. Head 

coach Courtney Duggan earned her 
100th career coaching win against 
College of Lady of Elms on Sat-
urday, April 6 as the team finished 
third in the Great Northeast Athlet-
ic Conference South Division with a 
5-2 divisional record and qualified 
for the GNAC Women’s Lacrosse 
Tournament.

Serenity Ayala competed 
on lacrosse team

Brasen Sauriol
SCHOOL: Quaboag

Sauriol had a strong game 
for Quaboag in a win earlier 
this month over Pathfinder Re-
gional.

To nominate someone for 
Athlete of the Week, contact 
Managing Sports Editor Greg-
ory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 
ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gs-
cibelli@turley.com.
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has scored more than 20 runs this 
season,” Graveline said. “He has also 
done an outstanding job replacing 
Dom Allen as our starting catcher. It’s 
a position that he hadn’t played before 
this season.”   

Auffrey managed to keep the Pan-
thers off the scoreboard during the 
next two innings. 

With two-outs in the bottom of the 
fifth inning, back-to-back RBI singles 
by Grayson Griswold and Taydem 
Haley gave the Panthers a comfortable 
6-0 advantage. 

Hunter Griswold beat out an infield 
hit leading off the sixth inning. After 
stealing second base and advancing to 
third on a throwing error, he scored on 
a sacrifice fly to center by senior right 
fielder Branden Hnitecki. 

Pathfinder senior centerfielder 
Ethan Nompleggi-Hawk was hit-by-
a-pitch leading off the seventh inning. 
Hess struck out the next two batters 
before Grayson Griswold caught a 
pop-up for the final out, which gave 
him the bragging rights in his family.           

PIONEERS  I  FROM PAGE 10

Brayden Mega smothers a grounder to third. Miguel Velasquez slings a throw to second.

Dayne Shanley slides into third base.Tim Russell hustles on the basepath.

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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ored at the ceremony, which Duda confirmed is in the 
top three largest classes of inductees from the school, 
just shy of the school’s record a few years ago at 57.

“I stand before you with a sense of pride and con-
nection, as I was inducted into the National Technical 
Honor Society at this very school, in almost this exact 
location, 25 years ago,” Duda said in his speech at the 
ceremony. “Being a part of NTHS remains one of the 
most cherished memories of my high school years.”

Following Duda’s initial welcoming statements, 
Cooperative Education Director Caitlin Phelps spoke 
about the purposes of the NTHS and the symbolism 
of its logo. Interim Principal Brenda Turner then led 
the Candlelight Ceremony, in which School Commit-
tee members lit candles onstage that signified each of 
the values promoted by NTHS.

“Perseverance, achievement, teamwork, and honor; 
sound familiar?” Turner asked. “I sure hope so; these 
are the core values at Pathfinder Tech, our path to pro-
fessionalism. You all are shining examples of exactly 
what we are all about.”

Turner said she knows the students didn’t get to this 
point by chance.

“I can say this with 100% certainty…you are all here 
as a result of hard work and dedication. You show up 
and push through, even on those days or times when 
maybe you don’t quite feel like it,” she said.

The event then turned to the Pinning Ceremony, 
where Academic Director Dan Whalley read the stu-
dents’ names, and Assistant Principals Patrick Bou-
dette and Lisa Tassone presented the students with 
their certificates. 

The students were then pinned by a family member, 
and photos were taken by Community Outreach and 
Communications Coordinator Lindsey Tracy.

“​​When this school was built 50 years ago, you were 
exactly what the vision of vocational technical educa-
tion should be,” Turner said to the students. “Securing 
a range of technical skills, achieving academic success, 
and exhibiting outstanding character. Pathfinder Tech 
grads would be exceptional school citizens who would 
join our communities and contribute – contribute to 
our towns, our state, our country, and hopefully the 
world.”

Turner said this recognition is just the beginning for 
the students, and what they will achieve in their future.

“For all that each of you have accomplished thus 
far, and I know there is more ahead, you are all high-
ly deserving of recognition and celebration tonight,” 
Turner said.

At the end of the ceremony, IT Director Cole Rog-
ers led the students in reciting the NTHS pledge, which 
states that the students will uphold a high standard of 
personal conduct, strive toward excellence, and invest 

their talents to uphold their obligations as a part of 
their community.

“I recently came across a quote that resonated with 
me,” Duda said. “‘People are more likely to take steps 
forward on a path if  they see footprints from others on 
the ground.’ Your leadership, willingness to take risks, 
and determination to challenge the status quo are the 
footprints that pave the way for others to follow.”

“Embrace this responsibility as you continue 
through high school or as you enter your next chapter 
and embark on your chosen career paths,” Duda said.

The National Technical Honor Society is an educa-
tional non-profit that exists to recognize and empower 
students and faculty in technical vocational education. 
NTHS serves over 100,000 active members annually 
in both secondary and post-secondary chapters across 
the country, according to its website.

To learn more about Pathfinder Tech, you can visit 
their website at pathfindertech.org. For more informa-
tion about the NTHS, visit their website at nths.org.

PATHFINDER   I  FROM PAGE 1

Superintendent Eric Duda addressed his opening remarks to the 46 students being recognized with the National Technical Honors Society awards. 
TURLEY PHOTOS BY MARCELO GUSMÃO

Evin Reardon climbed back onstage to get a picture with his family and 
his certificate.

This workshop was for kids ages 13 and up and 
adults. Materials were provided and Ellis provided 
samples and references to give her guests some helpful 
starting points to work on their own sketchbook art. 

Most common utensils for sketchbooks consist of 
crayons, watercolors, permanent markers and colored 
pencils. For paper, bond paper and watercolor paper 
is used. 

During the workshop, Ellis admitted she doesn’t 
erase anything and prefers permanent sketches. When 
explaining the beauty of using a permanent marker in 
your sketchbook Ellis pointed out that you don’t have 
to press too hard on it. 

For reference material Ellis provided calendar pic-
tures of backyard birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles 
to help give the guests an idea of what they wanted to 
sketch during the workshop. A lot of Ellis’ work comes 
from traveling in different parts of the world. 

Ellis claims traveling is a good time for sketching. 
There are numerous images people come across when 
they’re traveling and somehow wish to keep that image 
forever. 

Ellis retold a story of one of her camping trips in 
Maine and she spotted a fox near her tent. On two oc-
casions the fox visited her campsite but both times the 
fox got away while Ellis tried to take a photograph and 
then tried to sketch in her book.

However, Ellis managed to imprint that memory 
and just started to draw how she envisioned that scene. 
Ellis shared that memory in one of her sketchbooks 
with the fox at her campsite and used examples she re-
searched to get a more accurate sketch of the fox. 

There were also a series of notes to go along with 
the sketches. 

Ellis suggests that taking notes in the margins or 
below your sketches are good to document the atmo-
sphere and senses your feeling at the time you captured 
that image. When sketching Ellis suggests not to worry 
too much about tiny details unless you have a lot of 
time at the location you’re in. 

Sketching is not an art form you want to rush and 
Ellis passed that advice along to her guests at the 
workshop.

“Its really important to slow down and pay atten-
tion to what you’re doing,” Ellis said. 

Ellis has always wanted to be an artist since the sec-
ond grade and has been teaching classes on sketches 
for about 20 years. 

“I’m always drawing in my head,” Ellis said as she 
continues to work on her own art and pass along her 
experience to many aspiring artists who wish to keep 
their work well organized. Sketching while traveling 
brings back a lot of memories for artists such as Ellis.

One of her inspirations for wanting to continue 
working in art is appreciating her art history classes 
over the years. Learning about the works of notable 
artists such as Monet and Van Gogh were great expe-
riences and Ellis always has her own art inspired by 
going out and enjoying nature. 

One of her favorite quotes that inspires Ellis and 
her art is by Frederick Franck and his work “The Zen 
of Seeing”. 

“In this 20th century, to stop rushing around, to sit 
quietly on the grass, to switch off the world and come 
back to earth, to allow the eye to see a willow, a bush, 

a cloud, a leaf… I have learned that what I have not 
drawn, I have never really seen.”

Ellis resides in Andover and has her own art studio, 
Joan Ellis Designs in the same town. Ellis continues to 
work on her own sketchbooks and practice her pen-
manship. 

SKETCHBOOK   I  FROM PAGE 1

Evelyn Shilosky was pinned by her father as part of the ceremony.

Guests got to work on their own sketches using samples provided by 
Joan Ellis.  TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

An amazing rooster sketch done by one of the guests of the sketch-
book workshop.

One of Joan Ellis’ sketchbooks highlights some of her trips and images 
she came across and recorded. 
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Opioids and 
Opioid Rescue 

Training 

o

o

o
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o
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Dana Burton, Scholarship Chair for 
the Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley, is 
pleased to announce that Veera Patel is 
this year’s Young Women in Public Af-
fairs scholarship award recipient. 

Patel is a senior at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School where she is presi-
dent of the National Honors Society, 
plays on the Girls Varsity Volleyball 
team, and is involved with Student 
Council, Key Club, International Club, 
and World Care Club. She also enjoys 
volunteering at community organiza-
tions and working with and mentoring 
youth in sports and social skill building.

Zonta’s mission is to build a better 
world for women and girls through ser-
vice and advocacy. When asked about 
her thoughts on this mission, Patel not-
ed that while she is proud of her Indian 

culture and background, she is aware 
that the role of women in many Indian 
societies is secondary. 

“Through my own leadership efforts 
here in America, my ambition is to in-
spire other females, not only Indian, to 
learn how to stand up for themselves 
and know their value,” Patel said.

Looking forward, Patel would like to 
pursue the fields of business finance and 
law. 

The Young Women in Public Affairs 
Award recognizes young women, ages 
16-19, for demonstrating leadership 
skills and commitment to public service 
and civic causes and encourages them 
to continue their participation in public 
and political life. 

As an awardee, Patel will be present-
ed with a certificate of accomplishment 

and a check for $1,000 to use toward 
college expenses.

 She is also eligible to compete for the 
Zonta District 1 and Zonta Internation-
al award of $5,000. 

About Zonta
The Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley 

(www.zontaqv.org) is part of Zonta In-
ternational - a global community that 
works for gender equality, empower-
ment of women, access to all resources 
and a life free of violence. Since 1923, it 
has provided more than $41 million to 
empower women and expand their ac-
cess to education, health care, economic 
opportunities, and safe living condi-
tions. 

More information on all of Zonta’s 
education awards is available at: zonta.
org/web/Programs/Education.

High school senior Veera Patel was named the 2024 
Young Women in Public Affairs award winner by the 
Zonta Club of Quaboag Valley. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Veera Patel named Young Women in Public Affairs award winner
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14 FOOT STEP LADDER; radial 
arm table saw; hydraulic conduit bend-
ers; portable grinders 7” and 12”; wire 
puller; assorted knock out punches. 
413-658-8535, 413-967-5065.

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 
length 33’, 2 slide outs, rear kitchen, 
sleeps 4, lots of storage. $17,500. Brim-
field (413)374-1880

MAYTAG WASHER AND DRYER, 
$200. FREE: Bassett dresser w/mirror 
and nightstand; full size bed with head-
board, good mattress, no box spring; 
entertainment center. Ludlow 413-
930-5943.

VARI KENNELS, 32Lx22Wx23H, 
$75 each. Pasture gate, 9x4, $50; 
saddle racks, folding $30 each; kennel 
fencing panels, call for more info/sizes. 
508-867-9734.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!

Pick up at 
Kibbe’s Firewood, 
229 Somers Rd., 

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

TAG SALE
44 HILLTOP TERRACE, LUD-
LOW. May 24-25-26, 9am-3pm. 
Lots of good stuff, fishing gear, RC 
cars, art, electronics, Copper Chef, 
grill, cabachon stones, DVD’s, furni-
ture, clothes, tools, and top box.

ESTATE SALE, SUNDAY, MAY 
26 AND MONDAY, MAY 27, 9am-
2pm. Household items, garage items, 
tools. 37 Dale Street, South Had-
ley.

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE - 
Moody Street, Ludlow: 9am-
3pm, 5/25 and 5/26. Clothing, 
furniture, household items, small appli-
ances, sporting goods.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 

WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

WANTED OLD 
FISHING TACKLE.

Wood lures, bamboo fly rods, any 
fishing items. Call 860-899-5105.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate. 

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. Tim 
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

INSTRUCTION
WOMEN ONLY DEFENSIVE 

HANDGUN CLASSES 
NOW ENROLLING.

For more information contact Joe 
Picariello at 978-697-6654 or 
wachusettfirearmstraining@
yahoo.com. Classes held in Brook-
field, Princeton and Oxford. Coed Ed 
classes offered. Contact for student 
testimonials.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505.
 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE 
WASHING.

We use brushes and state of the art 
equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413) 519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

FOR SALE SERVICESWANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

Christopher Heights 
Assisted Living of 

Belchertown is looking
 for a Per Diem Cook/Chef

• Maintain High Sanitation and 
 Safety Standards
• Prepare Menu Items for Daily Meals
• Prepare Special Diets
•  Maintain “Clean as you go” policy
•  Responsible for stocking
 Country Kitchen
• Responsible for cleaning of 
 Kitchen Floor

EOE
Apply within at 99 Front Street, 

Belchertown, MA 01007

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

MA LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
Full or part-time position available at 
established local electrical service 
company. Competitive pay & benefits. 
Call 978-852-8562.

Oakham Highway Dept. is hiring a 
full-time Equipment Operator / 
Mechanic / Laborer.
Applicants must have a valid Mas-
sachusetts Driver’s License Class B 
(CDL) with DOT Medical Examination 
Certification and a Hoisting Engineer 
License Class 4A, 2G with DOT Med-
ical Examination Certification.  Hourly 
rate of $24.72. For a full job description 
visit www.oakham-ma.gov. Interested 
applicants should submit their resume 
and an employment application to 
Town of Oakham Attn: Maribel 
LaRange 2 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham Ma. 01068 or email it to 
admin@oakham-ma.gov

P.T. CUSTODIAN POSITION 
AVAILABLE cleaning with our team. 
Experience preferred but will train. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF 

OPERATOR
The Town of Hardwick, MA is seeking 
qualified candidates for the position of 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Assistant 
Chief Operator. This Assistant Chief 
Operator will participate in the opera-
tion of all plant treatment processes. 
Responsibilities include operating 
and repairing pumps, motors, blowers, 
chemical feed systems, oversee pre-
ventative and corrective maintenance. 
Besides performing laboratory anal-
ysis, sample collection and process 
control for an extended aeration and 
SBR facility, the Assistant Chief Op-
erator will assist the Superintendent 
of Water Pollution Control in preparing 
and submitting the necessary report-
ing to state and federal agencies. The 
Assistant Chief Operator works under 
the general direction of the Super-
intendent of Water Pollution Control.  
Requirements: High school diploma or 
equivalent, a valid MA driver’s license, 
a valid MA grade 5C Wastewater Oper-
ators license or higher. Applicant must 
be certified in Confined Space Entry. 
Ability to follow written and verbal in-
structions; read operations manuals 
and good verbal skills. Experience 
with the operation and maintenance of 
extended aeration and SBR treatment 
processes a plus. Position is 40 hours/
week with rotational weekend, holiday 
and on call coverage required.  
For consideration, please send cover 
letter and resume to Town Adminis-
trator, P.O. Box 575, 307 Main 
Street, Gilbertville, MA 01031 
or by email admin@townofhard-
wick.com.
The Town of Hardwick is an equal op-
portunity employer.

LAND FOR SALE
LOT 100A FOR SALE. Holland 
Reservoir, small surveyed ROW wa-
terfront lot with dock and boat ramp. 
508-868-6157.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Town of North Brookfield
Accepting Bids

Town of North Brookfield 
is seeking proposals from 
MassDOT pre-qualified gen-
eral contractors for construc-
tion of proposed sidewalk 
upgrades along N. Main 
Street. Bid documents may 
be downloaded at www.
Biddocsonline.com. Bids due 
05/31/2024  at 10 a.m.
05/17, 05/24/2024 

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS
Town of Brookfield

Kimball Street
Improvement Project
The Town of Brookfield 

has been awarded funds 
f rom the  FY 2022-23 
Massachusetts Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t  B l o c k 
Grant (CDBG) Program. 
Professional engineering 
design services are needed 
for drainage and roadway 
infrastructure improve-
ments on Kimball Street in 
Brookfield, MA.

A more detailed Request 
for Qualifications (RFQ) 
is available at the Central 
Massachusetts Planning 
Commission, 1 Mercantile 
Street, Suite 520, Worcester, 
MA 01608, (508)459-3359, 
from 9 AM to 5 PM. The 
RFQ will be available from 
9 AM on Wednesday, May 
22, 2024, until the due date 
specified below in digital 
format by request from Joe 
Ferguson, jferguson@cmrpc.
org. The Town of Brookfield, 
awarding and contracting 
authority, reserves the right to 
reject any and all proposals if 
it is deemed in the best inter-
ests of the Town to do so.

Completed  propos-
als are to be submitted in 
accordance with the RFQ’s 
submission procedures 
no later than 3:00 PM, 
Thursday, June 13, 2024, at 
the Central Massachusetts 
Planning Commission, 
1 Mercantile Street, Suite 
520, Worcester, MA 01608.
05/24/2024 

- legal notices -
During the week of May 13-20, the Hardwick/New 

Braintree Police Department responded to 13 building/
property checks, 23 directed/area patrols, two radar as-
signments, four emergency 911 calls, two citizen assists, 
one motor vehicle accident, one fraud, seven animal calls 
and two motor vehicle stops in the town of New Brain-
tree.

Monday, May 13
8:49 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, McEvoy Road, 

Transported to Hospital
9:33 a.m. Assist Citizen, Oakham Road, Officer 

Handled

Tuesday, May 14
4:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, Oakham Road, 

Vehicle Towed

11:21 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, Worcester 
Road, Transported to Hospital

7:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Gilbertville Road, 
Citation issued

Wednesday, May 15
4:39 p.m. Fraud, Barre Road, Report Taken

Thursday, May 16
7:42 a.m. Animal Call/Complaint, Ravine Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Sunday, May 19
7:38 a.m. 911 Animal Call, Padre Road, Taken/Re-

ferred to Other Agency
10:19 p.m. Assist Citizen, Hardwick Road, Officer 

Handled

New Braintree Police Log

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Join the North Brook-
field Senior Center for Tai Chi clases on Tuesday after-
noons at 1 p.m. for strength, balance, relaxation and 
fun

The cost is only $5 per 45-minute class led by cer-
tified Tai Chi instructor Jen Tetreault. Tetreault will 
take you through some easy warm up exercises, then 
move on to gentle relaxing movement patterns that 
will increase your strength, ease stress and improve 
cardiovascular health.

You do not need to be a North Brookfield resident 
to take advantage of this weekly class, and your first 
session is free. 

The classes are open to anyone between the ages of 
50 and 99. Tetreault will help you modify the move-
ments, if  necessary, by using a chair for seated moves 
or to have on hand for balance.

Who knew caring for yourself and improving men-
tal health and well-being could be so much fun?  It’s all 
here at the North Brookfield Senior Center, 29 Forest 
St. 

Call the senior center at 508-867-0220 if  you have 
questions about the Tai Chi class or want information 
on other center programs.

Try a free Tai Chi Class 
at the Senior Center

HARDWICK – Weir River Jazz will present a big 
band concert on the grounds of the Stone Church 
Cultural Center, 283 Main St., Gilbertville on Sunday, 
June 9 at 2 p.m. 

Come join the band “under the tent” to hear the 
great sounds of a traditional Big Band. Bring a blan-
ket or lawn chair and relax to some great sounds. 

This concert is open to the public and there is no 
charge for admission. In case of inclement weather, 
the concert will be held in the sanctuary section of the 
church building. 

Sponsored in part by the Mass Cultural Council 
and Country Bank for Savings.

Weir River Jazz band 
presents ‘Jazz in June’
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!!!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE
1,000S OF A/CS & 
DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK!!!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Terrified of the current housing market? 
NEVER FEAR I AM HERE 

to guide you through the process.
Spring is a great time to Buy or Sell a home.  

Call me if I can help you. I am a local Realtor 
with a local office and show all my properties 

personally. If you would like a FREE 
Market Analysis contact me at 978-434-1990!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 11-14 ...Boothbay Harbor Vacation .. $799
July 13 .........Cape Cod Canal & Lunch ...... $130
July 20 .........Perkins Cove, Ogunquit .......... $99
July 27 .........Block Island ............................. $110
Oct 5 ..........Turkey Train .........................$165

DAY TRIPS
OUR SPECIALTY 
Call Now!
Availability Limited! An unforgettable feast for 

your Grad
There’s nothing but farm-fresh goodness 
on the menu for your special graduation 
celebration. Check out our catering 
menu at FarmerMatt.com/catering.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

GRADUATION PARTY CATERING

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

Brand new, sprawling ranch now under 
construction! This 8 room/3 bedroom/2 
bath expansive home offers an open floor 
plan with a cabinet packed chefs kitchen, a 
large island, granite countertops, oversized 
living/dining room, vaulted ceilings, gas 
fireplace, recessed lighting, separate laundry room, mud room, hardwoods, 
central air, propane heating, large primary suite with a walk-in closet & a 
private bathroom, home office and a huge bonus room over the garage with 
plenty of room for an optional 3rd bathroom! 12x16 deck, 2 car attached 
garage, farmer’s porch, paved driveway & a nice flat backyard! 6 months 
delivery from the signed P&S. The advertised picture is a rendering/similar 
to the plan. $730,000


