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BBB IS BACK at Farmer Matt’s
Join us at the Farm Thursday, May 23 from 4:30 - 8:00 PM 
for great music, local beer, and mouthwatering food.

Upcoming BBB dates
Thursday, May 23
Thursday, June 20
Thursday, July 25

Thursday, August 22
Thursday, Sept. 19
Thursday, October 31

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com 

STURBRIDGE – Tanta-
squa Regional High School 
hosted the Credit for Life fair 
last week welcoming hundreds 
of high school students.

The senior classes of Tan-
tasqua, Quaboag, and North 
Brookfield schools gathered at 

the gymnasium where dozens 
of volunteers were prepared to 
assist the students in the fair. 
Credit for Life is where stu-
dents learn the real-life bud-
geting and money management 
skills they will use throughout 
their lifetime. 

Tantasqua High School 
Principal Peter Dufresne wel-
comed the students and volun-
teers. He described the Credit 

for Life fair as a “real world 
simulation of how to work 
your finances.”

Dufresne commented on 
how great the fair is and en-
couraged all the seniors to learn 
as much as possible. If  Credit 
for Life had existed when he 
was a student, Dufresne admit-
ted that he would’ve wanted to 
experience it.

Credit for Life fair takes 
place at Tantasqua

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
State Auditor Diana DiZoglio 
has one wish for her birthday 
on June 5, and that’s to gain the 
13,000 signatures needed to get 
a question on the November 
ballot. 

This ballot question would 
allow voters to compel the Leg-
islature to be audited. The au-
dit would be performative, and 
also look at how tax dollars are 
being spent.

“This is the same type of au-
dit we do for every other enti-
ty,” DiZoglio said. “Legislature 

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio speaks 
with residents at the West Brookfield 
Town Hall on May 5. DiZoglio is seeking 
signatures to get a question on the No-
vember ballot regarding an audit of the 
state Legislature.  TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA 
OUIMETTE

State Auditor seeks 
signatures for November 
ballot question

See CREDIT   I   PAGE 8

See BALLOT   I   PAGE 11

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– North Brookfield Public 
Schools partnered with the 
Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance to bring John Morello 
and his one-man performance 
of “Dirt” to both the students 
and the community.

Before the start of the eve-
ning performance on May 8, 
community members had the 
opportunity to meet with over 
a dozen local organizations 
who shared information about 
the services they provide.

Funded by a grant from 
the office of Worcester Coun-
ty District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early Jr., “Dirt” touches on the 
challenges that young people 
are facing today, including bul-
lying, substance use and men-
tal health issues.

John Morello performs 
‘Dirt’ for community

John Morello performed “Dirt” at North 
Brookfield Elementary School last week 
to kick off Student Wellness Week. TURLEY 
PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTESee ‘DIRT’   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Tim McCor-
mick gave an update for the 
school district’s proposed fiscal 
year 2025 budget during a pub-
lic hearing.

At the May 9 hearing, Mc-
Cormick thanked the school 
district’s leadership team for 
their work to help build the 

budget.
McCormick said his update 

includes additional increased 
offsets and proposed cuts for 
the next school year.

“We want to make sure this 
budget is accurate, is transpar-
ent…and based on the needs 
of our students,” McCormick 
said. “We’re in this business 
for our students so our budget 
needs to reflect our priorities 
and our plan for achievement 
for all of our students.”

He said the preservation of 
resources is always the top pri-
ority, but they are always look-
ing for continuous growth and 
improvement for the school 
district.

McCormick said not much 
has changed with the pro-
posed FY 25 budget that he 
first presented in January in the 
amount of $7,828,605.89.

He said based off of recom-
mendations from the Finance 

Public hearing looks at changes for FY 25 budget

Tantasqua High School Principal Pete Dufresne and Jodie Gerulaitis of Country Bank welcome students to the Credit for Life fair that 
took place at the Tantasqua High School gymnasium.  TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See BUDGET   I   PAGE 15
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ....

USDA INSP. 

SALE DATES: 5/9/24-5/15/24

$249

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY HAM .........................$299 USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST SPLIT ..............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
CHICKEN BREAST .................$299

lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

$129

$335

$777

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
SWEET BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............
USDA INSP. STOREMADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED
BEEF SKIRT STEAKS ............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
CHICKEN THIGH .................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

OCEAN GOURMET
STUFFED CLAMS 20 OZ PAK .......... ea

$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

AMERICAN LAMB
RIB CHOPS

$799

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

90% DIETLEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$488
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL .............................

$999
lb

$299

$888
lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$249
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

KACZMAREK 
WELL DRILLING

Complete Well and Pump Service
MA & CT Licensed and Insured

860-420-9626
Woodstock, CT

Drilling
Deepening

Hydrofracking

Quality
and Quantity

Tests

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Ryan Drago 
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – The West 
Brookfield Senior Center hosts a weekly mu-
sic event known as Drums and Strums. 

Teaching the class is musician and instruc-
tor Tim Kane, who has been performing and 
teaching music for 10 years all over the com-
monwealth. This week, Kane brought uku-
leles for strumming and djembe drums for 
drumming.

These activities and programs are fund-
ed by the West Brookfield Cultural Council. 
The town’s cultural council strives to support 
artists and organizations offering cultural 
programs taking place within West Brook-
field. 

The council encourages grant applications 
that will benefit the community by offering a 
wide variety of performances including mu-
sical, artistic, literary, and environmental.

Kane has his drums and strums courses 
at senior centers and town commons if  the 
weather is appropriate. In the past, Kane has 
done drum circles on the beaches in the Cape 
Cod area, including Chatham. 

These music events happen every Friday 
night at the senior center and the music and 
instruments are a way to celebrate different 
cultures. For the djembe drums, their origins 
date back the 12th  Century by the Mandin-
ke tribe in what is now Mali, in West Africa. 

Other cultures known for having a djembe 
include Brazil and Puerto Rico. The djembe 
is a rope-tuned skin-covered goblet drum 
played with bare hands. 

Kane set up the senior center with a drum 
circle as several residents joined him to play. 

This class was an introductory class to 
help guests feel more comfortable playing 
the djembe. The center spot of the drum is 
known as the dune or the center spot. 

The djembe is considered a spiritual in-
strument and are typically made by hand. 

The company that most commonly pro-
duces djembe drums is Remo. The company 
was founded by Remo Belli in 1957 in North 
Hollywood, California. Belli was also a pro-
fessional drummer himself. 

During the lesson, Kane mentioned how 
good drumming is for a person’s hands. 

“Drumming is excellent for your hands,” 
Kane said. “Very peaceful.”

Following the drums, Kane provided an 
introduction on playing a ukelele. The ukule-
les was color coded near the strings as a guide 
to help practice the notes. Kane mentioned 
if  anyone would like to borrow a ukelele to 
practice at home it was okay. 

Kane is also the drummer of his band, the 
Island Castaways Band. He is also a music 
teacher at the Quabbin Regional School Dis-
trict for grades kindergarten through five. 

Music activities such as Drums and 
Strums are available every Friday at the West 
Brookfield Senior Center at 6 p.m. The Se-
nior Center is located at 73 Central St. 

If  the weather is nice, the music activities 
will take place at the Town Common. 

Discover new cultures and techniques 
in hand drumming on djembes and frame 

drums of all sizes. Every week the class goes 
over a new cultural rhythmic focus. 

More information can be found on the 
West Brookfield Cultural Council’s Face-
book page and on this website masscultur-
alcouncil.org/local-council/west-brookfield. 

Drums and Strums 

Music classes offered this spring

Tim Kane teaches a Drums and Strums class with drums and string instruments such as ukeleles. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN 
DRAGO

Drums and Strums takes place every Friday at the West Brookfield Senior Center and one the 
town common if the weather is nice. 
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HARDWICK – Artists and volunteers will 
host a free Fun Day with Music for children 
and families from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 18, at the Stone Church Cultural Center, 
283 Main St. (Route 32) in Gilbertville.

Greg Brown of the BIG RanDom Band 
and entertainer Seth Newton will demonstrate 
instruments and music making. Activities will 
include a scavenger hunt, keyboard games, a 
singing circle, and a kazoo marching band. 

Open to all ages, the program is geared to 
children in grades K-8 and is free.  Refresh-
ments will be served. 

For more information, contact Kathy Mc-
Crohon by calling 508-404-7552 or emailing 
info.kmdc@gmail.com. Youth under age 8 

must be accompanied by an adult.
Friends of the Stone Church, Inc. produces 

free Fun Day programs for families as part of 
its mission to preserve and protect the Gilbert-
ville Stone Church Cultural Center and to fa-
cilitate its use by and service to the community. 

All are welcome at this free event.
About FOSC

Friends of the Stone Church receives ma-
jor funding from the Mass Cultural Council’s 
Cultural Facilities Fund in partnership with 
MassDevelopment. Currently in the process of 
stabilizing the stone tower of thevenue, FOSC 
welcomes donations from the community at 
www.FriendsoftheStoneChurch.org or by mail 
to FOSC, P.O. Box 347, Gilbertville, MA 01031.

Family Fun Day with Music is May 18

NEW BRAINTREE – The New Braintree Historical Society 
will share stories and information about the Winnimusset Valley 
on Friday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m. at their museum on 10 Utley 
Road.  

Paul Benoit will host a round table discussion of the 
Winnimusset Valley where King Philip had a campsite, 
where Sarah and Mary Rowlandson were taken after a 
raid of their home in Lancaster, where the Barre Hill-
er Airport, the Benoit Farm and the Dump fight took place.   
They will also discuss where the now abandoned roads and 
home were. Refreshments will be served.  If  people have any 
questions, they may call Deb at 508-867-3324.

Historical Society holds program 
on Winnimusset Valley
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CURREN T

Two Rutland residents and my daugh-
ter spotted a pair of mute swans on Long 
Pond in Rutland.

Mute swans are about 55 inches in 
length and are white. The bill is pink to or-
ange with a black knob at the base. 

They swim with their neck held in an 
S curve and with the wings slightly raised 
over their back. Immature swans keep their 
brownish feathers for a full-year.

Mute swans are beginning to aggressive-
ly compete for food with other waterfowl. 
They eat the leafy parts of fresh and salt 
water plants as well as algae and waste 
grain.

The female lays four to eight pale, gray-
ish eggs in a nest, which is a large pile of 
vegetation lined with feathers placed near 
the water. 

Mute swans are native to Great Britain 
and Europe and were brought to the Unit-
ed States in the 1800s. These swans are usu-
ally seen at parks, but they are also in the 
wild. 

They got their name because they are 
usually silent. Mute swans do not have the 
same vocal structure as native swans and 
can only make hissing and snorting sounds.

Nesting bluebirds
I received this email from an Oakham 

resident. He said “Two months ago I re-
paired an old bird nest box and placed it in 
an apple tree  A pair of Eastern Bluebirds 
took to it, going in and out with nesting 
material.” He said, “Today, from my kitch-
en window, I admired the male, perched 

at the corner of the deck rail. It was scan-
ning the lawn for prey items.  It flew to the 
ground and returned to the perch with 
what appeared to be a beetle. The male 
then flew off with it.” 

“Moments  later, the female landed at 
the exact same perch and, like the male, 
was scanning the lawn.   It spotted a prey 
item and returned with it to the perch: it 
looked like another beetle.   The female 
then exhibited the crouched fluttering pos-
ture, like a hungry hatchling. Within sec-
onds, the male appeared and was given the 
insect by the female. As many of you know, 
the male of most (but not all) bird species 
feeds the female during courtship.”

More birds
A Brimfield resident sent some of the 

birds he has seen in an email dated April 
29. He said, “Today in the yard, male 
ruby-throated hummingbird and male 
rose-breasted grosbeak. I rushed to put a 
couple of feeders out. I had planned to do 
that next week but the hummingbirds got 
here earlier that expected.”

He also had a turkey wander through 
the yard: a couple have been irregular visi-
tors lately. Other back yard sightings were 
red-winged blackbirds and a cowbird pair 
as well as a Carolina wren.

He said, “Ospreys in Wilbraham and 
Warren are sitting on nest as are the great 
blue herons in Warren. I  I have to get to 
the Monson rookery soon to see what is 
going on there.” 

He also said, “Some members of the 
Allen Bird Club are monitoring peregrine 
falcon nest 

and at one of the sites I’m watching, my 
wife and I saw three for sure and maybe 
four chicks in a nesting box setup by Mass 
Fish and Wildlife.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

I came across the column below and it 
brought back a wonderful memory of my 
oldest daughter being a year old and her 

having a fascination with pansy faces.  
Fast forward to Mother’s Day 2024, 16 years 

later, and I find a vase of fragrant double nar-
cissus “Bridal Crown” and lilacs in my bedroom 
from said child. How sweet.  

But before I even found and read the column, 
I was seriously thinking about devoting one of 
my perennial borders to a garden of memories. 
Most of the plants in my landscape hold special 
meaning anyway, but a garden devoted to my 
childhood would be neat.  

It was certainly those early experiences that 
shaped my career and honestly my life in gener-
al. Maybe you can relate.  

Read on for a “blast from the past.”
Gardening was a big part of my childhood. 

Our backyard, while under an acre in size, was 
immense to me, full of nooks and crannies to 
explore.  

We had a rock garden, and garden on a 
banking, a garden devoted to annuals, and of 
course, a vegetable garden. We also had a few 
choice flowering plants and shrubs just outside 
of the screened porch and fruit trees and bushes 
tucked in here and there.  

One of my favorite spring pastimes as a kid 
was to pick little bouquets of lily of the valley, 
lilacs or peonies and place them around the 
house. I also enjoyed moving plants from one 
place to another in the yard.  

My mom is reminded of one of my adven-
tures in transplanting each time the lawn mow-
er maneuvers around a clump of lilacs planted 
smack dab in the middle of the upper landing.

Most of the flowering perennials we had were 
handed down from my mother’s grandmother 
(“Babci”) or her Aunt Julia. They aren’t rare by 
any means, but to know they came from a line 
of strong women before me makes me want to 
pass these same plants on to my daughter.  

My daughter is just over a year old and she 
has already taken an interest in flowers. This, of 
course, has made me very happy.  

She points them out on her shirt or in books, 
and each time we stroll around the yard she 
clamors relentlessly until I give her a stem or 
two to hold. Recently, a single pansy face held 
her attention long enough for me to actually do 
some work in the garden…nothing short of a 
miracle for a busy little girl like her!  

When she is a bit older I think it would be 
fun to plant a memory garden. In it we could 
commemorate five generations of flowers and 
the ladies who grew them.  

First, I would include all of the heirloom 
flowers that my mom has tended over the years 
originating from her grandmother and aunt’s 
garden: the deep purple bearded iris, the sweetly 
scented lemon lily and frilly pink peony. Then 
I’d add her favorites, the flowers I remember her 
growing when I was a kid: ground phlox, lily of 
the valley and candytuft.  

Next would be my contribution, pretty primros-
es that originated in England and double colum-
bines that I started from seed several seasons ago. 
My daughter could add her favorites too – this 
year pansies would have certainly made the cut!  

Fast forward to the present day, Mother’s 
Day 2024. Why not consider installing a memo-
ry garden of your own? 

If you aren’t lucky enough to have family 
heirlooms already growing in place, ask your 
mom or grandma what their favorite plants are 
and go from there. I’m sure that many are still 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Memories on 
Mother’s Day

See GARDEN  I   PAGE 5 Mute Swan
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hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Large Wedding & 
Event Hall Available

Large Outdoor 
Dining Seating Area

Golf Course
Open To The Public

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering & Curbside Pick-up Available

Visit Our Website For More Details

- sturbridge -

STURBRIDGE – The Stur-
bridge Tourism Association is pro-
moting its annual “Sturbridge Busi-
ness of the Year” Award program.  

Town residents and visitors can 
vote for their favorite shops, restau-
rants, hotels and specialty stores. 
The award program is designed to 
highlight local businesses, encourage 
consumer spending, build commu-
nity support, enthusiasm and offer 
awards and marketing resources to 
the winning businesses.

Voting can be easily accomplished 
by visiting the new Sturbridge Tour-
ism website: www.experiencestur-
bridge.com

Voters can select their favorite 
businesses under the categories of : 

Shopping:  Businesses that sell 
goods to customers in town.

Eating:  Businesses that prepare 
meals and/or drinks for patrons in 
town.  

Staying: Businesses offering over-
night stays.

Playing: Businesses offering pa-
trons something fun to enjoy. 

Contest schedule
Voting will be from May 9 to May 

23 and winners will be identified the 
week of May 29. Winners will be 
honored at a June 17 Board of Se-
lectman’s Meeting.

Prizes
Winners will receive a free $1,000 

grant to market their business, $250 
toward a one year membership to 
Discover Central Massachusetts 
and recognition from the Town with 
a “Business of the Year Award” 
plaque.

STURBRIDGE – World War II saw 
American society rally behind the war ef-
fort as the nation geared up to be the “arse-
nal of democracy”. 

All communities experienced changes as 
citizens and businesses did their part. On 
Thursday, May 23, at 7 p.m. at the Publick 
House, Wally Hersee of the Sturbridge 
Historical Society will discuss the role of 
the Publick House in World War II. 

Initially, the Inn became the Defense 
Center for the training of civilians and the 
State Guard. Eventually it became the 1st 
Service Command Tactical School for the 
training of Army officers in guerilla tactics. 

The presentation will also look at the 
366th Regiment, the Women’s Defense 
Corps, and the type of training they under-
went. The second half of the program will 
be the showing of a newly enhanced film 
of the Sturbridge Defense Center’s Dedi-

cation on October 25, 1941, including the 
“Battle of Sturbridge” that was presented 
for the townspeople and dignitaries on that 
day. 

Hersee grew up in Medfield, where he 
refined his interest in local history. Having 
moved to Sturbridge it was only a matter 
of time before he took an active part in 
Sturbridge history. 

A photographer for more than 45 years, 
his 2017 book, “Follow the Light”, tells of 
his photographic journey. Hersee retired as 
a registered nurse in 2019. 

Today, he lives in town with his wife, 
Mary, and is active on town boards, vol-
unteers at Tanglewood, and writes for the 
Sturbridge Historic Society on their Face-
book page.

The program is free and open to the 
public, and is generously hosted by the 
Publick House.

Historical Society presents ‘The Publick 
House in World War II’

2024 Sturbridge Business of the 
Year Award program underway

available for purchase. 
Involve the kids by 

making stepping stones, 
plant labels and other 
simple ornaments to dec-
orate the space. Tailor 
the design to suit your 
taste – it certainly doesn’t 
have to be grandiose, just 
special, like the gardeners 
who came before us.

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agricul-
ture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line. 

GARDEN   I  FROM 
PAGE 4

HARDWICK – On April 20, over 
175 friends and families gathered at the 
The Center at Eagle Hill to celebrate 
the founding of the East Quabbin Land 
Trust over 30 years ago.  

It was a joyous evening as everyone 
enjoyed the delicious choice of meal of-
ferings, soft live music and warm cama-
raderie.  

The EQLT was formed to foster a 
meaningful relationship with the nat-
ural world by conserving, connecting 
with, and caring for the farmlands, 
woodlands and waters in the East Quab-
bin region of Massachusetts.  

The Trust currently holds 1,700 acres 
of woods, fields, wetlands and streams 
in 24 separate property groupings 
throughout the nine towns comprising 
this region. These lands are open to 
the public and many have miles of rec-
reational trails for everyone young and 
old to enjoy.  

You can learn more about EQLT on-
line at www.eqlt.org. 

In addition to the dinner and enter-
tainment, there were several fundraising 
activities to help continue funding the 

spectrum of activities that go into main-
taining current properties and help inte-
grate new opportunities as they emerge.  

The first activity was a silent auction 
of 50 generously donated items from lo-
cal businesses and individuals ranging 
from massage sessions to vacation get-
aways that helped to raise nearly $8,000 
for the Trust. The second activity, which 
is still ongoing, was a matching chal-
lenge grant of $50,000 which raised 
$34,000 in one evening where each dol-
lar raised is matched dollar for dollar.  

EQLT encourages everyone to con-

tinue to participate in the still open chal-
lenge as they strive to reach their goal 
of fully matching this $50,000 grant by 
going to https://eqlt.org/support/.  All 
donations made to EQLT are tax-de-
ductible to the extent allowed by law 
and directly impact the land conserva-
tion and community character of the 
East Quabbin region not only for cur-
rent residents but for future generations 
to come.

East Quabbin Land Trust Celebrates 30th Anniversary

East Quabbin Land Trust’s Executive Director Cyn-
thia Henshaw, left, is shown with Judith Jones at the 
land trust’s annual gala. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Supporters of the East Quabbin Land Trust enjoyed the annual gala at The Center at Eagle Hill.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, May 18th ~ 7pm-11pm

PURE COUNTRY
Country Music at Its Best

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm

Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, June 8

7pm-1:30pm

KIDD HURICANE

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for immediate occupation.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – Resident James Pierce 
has a special bond with the town he’s called home for 
many years. 

His house off of Wickaboag Valley Road has been 
home to the Pierce family since 1971. Pierce recalls his 
life in school where he attended class in a single room 
schoolhouse that used to be off of Ragged Hill. 

Pierce said all six of his elementary school years 
were in that schoolhouse. 

For high school, prior to the building of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School, Pierce attended Warren 
High School which was housed at the current Shepard 
Municipal Building off High Street. 

While attending high school, Pierce did a lot of side 
work to bring in some income for the family. Right af-
ter school, Pierce would go work at the Barre Foundry. 

Wanting to take care of his family, Pierce stopped 
his schooling before his senior year in high school and 
entered the workforce in 1951. 

Pierce soon took a new job at Roger’s Plastics in 
West Warren. The company was based out of a near-
by building over by the Wrights Mill Complex in West 
Warren. 

Pierce worked as a machine operator for Roger’s 
Plastics and worked there for a total of 10 years. For 
a few years, Pierce also worked at the Ware Woolen in 
Ware. 

Pierce’s time was well occupied when he was work-
ing for Pratt & Whitney out of East Hartford, Con-
necticut. Pratt & Whitney is a world leader in the de-
sign, manufacture and service of aircraft engines and 
auxiliary power units.

Despite a longer commute from West Brookfield to 
Hartford, Pierce worked for Pratt & Whitney for 30 
years as a material handler. Although work kept his 
time well occupied, Pierce always made time for home 
and family back in West Brookfield.

What made West Brookfield so special for Pierce is 
how great the neighborhood and community were to 
each other throughout the years.

“The whole neighborhood would always get to-
gether,” Pierce said. 

Pierce loved keeping busy and returned to a line of 
work he had done since he was a teenager. 

Pierce was a farmhand for not just one, but at one 
point all the notable farms in the town of West Brook-
field. Farmwork was not an unfamiliar line of work 
for the Pierce family. 

Life on the farm dates back to the time of Pierce’s 
great-grandmother, Isabelle Perry. Pierce to this day 
appreciates the fact that he was a great-grandchild and 
got to know his great-grandmother. 

On Perry Farm, Pierce would operate a sickle bar 
mower, pulled by horseback, to mow the farm’s grass. 

Pierce still has a lot of pictures saved from his time 
doing all the farm work he did in town. One of them 
is him back in the 1940s operating that horse driven 
sickle bar mower. 

Other family farms Pierce worked for included Mc-
Grevey Farm, Buzzell Farm and Frew Farm. Pierce 
shared that when he was working for the McGrevey 

family farm they owned the most land in West Brook-
field. 

Pierce kept busy but working at Pratt & Whitney 
took up most of his time. Pierce said that commuting 
to work and back took up a good amount of time. At 
one point, Pierce would take a bus out of Sturbridge 
to go to work in Hartford. 

In 1993, Pierce retired from Pratt & Whitney after 
working there for 30 years. However, Pierce didn’t stay 
retired for very long as he committed himself to help-
ing around the town. 

Pierce, now at age 90, reflected on how much he en-
joyed helping out the senior citizens in town. Pierce 
would take up yardwork and mow lawns for the se-
niors. 

By the time Pierce retired from Pratt & Whitney, 
he didn’t do as much farmwork. The Perry Farm had 
closed in the mid-1990s and according to Pierce it was 
a time when farms in town began to downsize. 

Family farms at that point were selling their prop-
erties. 

Yard work kept Pierce busy as he knew almost ev-
eryone in town and he would always get a referral from 
other residents.  

“Call Jim, he’ll take care of it,” Pierce paraphrased 
as he heard that a lot while working on residents’ yards. 

Alongside the farm work, yard work was one of his 
favorite jobs to ever have. 

Also during his time on the lawns, Pierce was a 
board member of the West Brookfield Senior Center. 
Pierce served on the board for 10 years from 1990-
2000. 

To this day, Pierce still visits the Senior Center for 
coffee and bingo. Pierce also goes to have lunch and 
keep up with their activities by reading their newslet-
ter. 

To this day, Pierce still loves calling West Brookfield 
home and views it as a town where everyone knows 
each other and helps one another. 

“West Brookfield is always home,” Pierce said. “I 
knew a lot of people here, and they’d always help each 

other out.”
Pierce and his late wife Louise Pierce were married 

for 65 years. They are the proud parents of Donna and 
David. 

Pierce said his wife loved taking pictures of the 
family and has dozens of them all over their home. 
Louise worked for the Wrights factory in West Warren 
for 35 years. 

Their house was a small cottage when they first 
bought it. Over the years, the house grew and expand-
ed in size. 

Out of all the farms in West Brookfield that Pierce 
worked for, the Buzzell farm still has land with build-
ings still in place. As far as Pierce knows, the farm is 
not operating. 

Pierce misses working, especially for all the seniors 
he used to help all the time with yard work.

“I would still do it if  I could,” Pierce said. 
While on the job, Pierce would have up to four yard 

jobs a week. Now, the only lawn Pierce takes care of 
is his own. 

If he had time to spare, Pierce would help his kids 
practice their sports, such as soccer and softball. Pierce 
said his son David was a great softball player. 

If he didn’t have time, his wife Louise would help 
them play; she was very well involved with the kids’ 
activities. Pierce and his wife would have their wedding 
anniversary dinners at Salem Cross Inn. 

Although no longer involved with farm work, 
Pierce is still in contact with family members of the 
town farms he worked for. 

Pierce is still in contact with David Frew of Frew 
Farm. They were classmates in school. 

Last year, Pierce and Frew reunited for a 70th high 
school reunion at Teresa’s Restaurant in Ware. Not 
just a reunion of his graduating class but over 100 
guests consisting of former Warren High School stu-
dents of different graduating classes. 

Helping out family farms reminds Pierce of his 
great-grandmother’s farm, the Perry Farm. 

Though he doesn’t recall their names, two young 
kids from Massachusetts would come out to the farm 
and help Isabelle Perry. Even when they grew up and 
moved away from the area, those helpers never forgot 
Isabelle and would still visit her every weekend. 

Pierce loves living in West Brookfield and not only 
recommends them but all the Brookfields as great 
places to live and raise a family. 

“Neighborhood has been very good to me,” he said. 

Meet your local resident

James Pierce of West Brookfield

James Pierce has worked several different jobs throughout the com-
munity. 

James Pierce is a lifelong resident of West Brookfield. Here is Pierce 
back in the 1940s working at one of the town’s farms.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Palmer to Ware 
Improvement Project

You are invited to an Informal Open House

PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com
E: Info@O15nproject.com
P: 800-674-9510

May 22nd, 2024

5:00pm to 7:00pm

Ware Senior Center
1 Robbins Road
Palmer MA 01069

May 28th, 2024

5:00pm to 7:00pm

Palmer Public Library
4105 N. Main Street 
Palmer MA 01069

Learn More: Palmer to Ware 
Improvement Project

National Grid's Palmer to Ware Improvement 
Project is a proposed transmission line project 
that w ill upgrade a deteriorating electric 
transmission line. The upgrade w ill focus on 
portions of the 10.35-mile-long segment of 
overhead pow er lines that run through Palmer, 
Ware, and West Brookfield. Once upgraded, the 
new ly rebuilt transmission line w ill provide 
enhanced electric reliability for the region.

National Grid is hosting Open Houses for the 
Palmer to Ware Improvement Project. We 
encourage you to join us to learn more about the 
project.

If you are unable to join us at the in-person event 
and are interested in learning more about the 
project, please email info@O15nproject.com to 
set up a meeting w ith a member of our project 
team.

Questions? Contact us!

Phone Number: (800) 674-9510
Email: Info@O15nproject.com
Website:
PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com 
or scan the QR code.

7-57 Wells Ave. Suite 27 
New ton, MA 02459

National Grid is inviting you to an 
Informal Open House

National Grid is inviting you to an Informal Open House 
Learn More: Palmer to Ware Improvement Project

National Grid’s Palmer to Ware Improvement Project is a proposed transmission line project 
that will upgrade a deterioratingelectric transmission line. The upgrade will focus on portions of the 

10.35-mile-long segment of overhead power lines that run through Palmer, Ware, and West Brookfield. 
Once upgraded, the newly rebuilt transmission line will provide enhanced electric reliability for the region.

National Grid is hostingOpen Houses for the Palmer to Ware Improvement Project. 
We encourage you to join us to learn more about the project.

If you are unable to join us at the in-person event and are interested in learning more about the project, 
please email info@O15nproject.comto set up a meeting with a member of our project team.

Questions? Contact us!

Phone Number: (800) 674-9510
Email: Info@O15nproject.com

Website: PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com or scan the QR code.

                                  7-57 Wells Ave., Suite 27, Newton, MA 02459

Learn More: Palmer to Ware 
Improvement Project

National Grid's Palmer to Ware Improvement 
Project is a proposed transmission line project 
that w ill upgrade a deteriorating electric 
transmission line. The upgrade w ill focus on 
portions of the 10.35-mile-long segment of 
overhead pow er lines that run through Palmer, 
Ware, and West Brookfield. Once upgraded, the 
new ly rebuilt transmission line w ill provide 
enhanced electric reliability for the region.

National Grid is hosting Open Houses for the 
Palmer to Ware Improvement Project. We 
encourage you to join us to learn more about the 
project.

If you are unable to join us at the in-person event 
and are interested in learning more about the 
project, please email info@O15nproject.com to 
set up a meeting w ith a member of our project 
team.

Questions? Contact us!

Phone Number: (800) 674-9510
Email: Info@O15nproject.com
Website:
PalmerToWareImprovementProject.com 
or scan the QR code.

7-57 Wells Ave. Suite 27 
New ton, MA 02459

National Grid is inviting you to an 
Informal Open House

BRIMFIELD – Trucks of all sorts will be rolling 
into Brimfield on Saturday, June 1 not for construc-
tion, but for the town’s first Touch-a-Truck event to 
be held at the Brimfield Winery, 35 Main St. from 10 
a.m.-noon.

The morning will consist of over 20 different vehi-
cles including fire trucks, tow vehicles, police cars and 
even a helicopter converging in town for the day. At-
tendees of all ages will be able to climb on, in, and 
around the many different vehicles as well as meet the 
crews and drivers.  

Children and adults alike will be able to look up 

close at the many different pieces of equipment and 
ask plenty of questions of the drivers and operators. 

Held on the 13th anniversary of the tornado that 
came through the area in 2011, it is being organized by 
the Friends of the Brimfield Library and the Brimfield 
Fire department. The day is planned in honor of Toto 
the Tornado Kitten, a tiny cat who was found in the 
storm’s debris and whose subsequent books and trav-
els raised over $78,000 for local animal shelters. 

Toto passed away last November and his legacy is 
being celebrated by the community with this special 
Touch-a-Truck event. A special table will be on display 

that is being donated to the Brimfield Library in Toto’s 
honor and donations will be accepted by the Friends 
of the Library for funding future activities.

The event is free for all; however, attendees are en-
couraged to bring a bag or can of pet food to be dis-
tributed to local animal shelters. Snacks will be provid-
ed by the Sturbridge Coffee House.

This is one of many community events sponsored 
by the Brimfield Winery. Anyone interested in partici-
pating by bringing a truck are welcome to contact the 
event organizers at toto2024event@gmail.com.

Touch-a-Truck coming to Brimfield on June 1
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“I wish I had this when I was in high school,” Du-
fresne said.

Dufresne introduced Jodie Gerulaitis, the Vice 
President of Community Relations at Country Bank. 
Gerulaitis also encouraged the students to enjoy the 
simulation, learn what they can and understand the 
importance of credit and keeping a budget. 

The students visited every booth and after drawing 
a random credit score and choosing a job in the ex-
ercise. Not all credit scores were good, but Gerulaitis 
encouraged students to make it work no matter how 
high or low their selected credit score was. 

“This is a good experience to what you’ll be in-
volved with in the future,” Gerulaitis said. 

Ellis Cropper was one of the volunteers at the credit 
booth and explained how credit scores impact many 
necessities in life adults will need. 

“Credit scores affect every element,” Cropper said. 
“Approval for car loans, mortgages, interest rates, etc.”

One of the booths that can be impacted by credit 
is insurance. The insurance booth involved first time 
volunteer Keith Blanchette. 

The insurance booth volunteers explained to stu-
dents how important insurance is in all aspects of life 
and it can change as individuals get older.

“There are components to all ages in life insurance,” 
Blanchette said. 

Insurance can be for automobiles, houses, life and 
health. 

Joining her students during the Credit for Life Fair 
was Quaboag Regional School District teacher Jean 
DiRico. One of the classes that DiRico teaches at her 
school is personal finance. 

DiRico views Credit for Life as a great experience 
for all seniors to practice handling a budget and pre-
pare for their financial future.

“Attending an event like Credit for Life offers nu-
merous advantages,” DiRico said. “Students have the 
chance to practice budgeting based on their antici-
pated careers and gain a deeper understanding of the 
significance of a credit score in shaping their financial 
prospects. While many seniors cover these topics in 
their personal finance class, participating in Credit for 
Life serves as a valuable reinforcement of the curricu-
lum.”

Moreover, it extends this essential learning op-
portunity to seniors who may not have the chance to 
take DiRico’s personal finance class, ensuring that all 
students benefit from this crucial financial education 
event.

Tantasqua seniors Ryan Blaine and Jace Hess both 
view Credit for Life as an opportunity to learn how to 
manage money better in the future. Blaine is interested 
in pursuing a career as an electrician and Hess is inter-
ested in becoming a welder. 

Over at the banking booth students have the op-
portunity to raise their credit score with activities 
and answering banking questions. The most common 
questions asked relate to starting accounts such as 

checking and savings, and saving for college. 
Quaboag seniors Jenna Duff, Riley Patchen and 

Lexi Cacace had a great experience during the Credit 
for Life fair and wanted to learn as much as possible 
when budgeting their finances. 

Duff was interested in learning more about how 
credit works. Patchen wanted to learn how to have bet-
ter spending and saving habits and Cacace was excited 
to meet more students during the fair. 

The career samples chosen by these Quaboag se-
niors were high school educator (Duff) and physician’s 
assistant (Patchen and Cacace). 

North Brookfield High School senior Jake Standro-
wicz also chose physician’s assistant for the Credit for 
Life simulation. He is interested in majoring in health 
science and found the fair helpful when handling a 
budget.

“Manage the money you’re spending,” Standrowicz 
said. “Save for the more important things, not just 
perks.”

When visiting the reality check booth with the spin-
ning wheel, Standrowicz lucked out with a bonus.   

Quaboag seniors Abigail Long and Rachel Mc-
Grath did the Credit for Life simulation together and 
decided to be roommates. Both McGrath and Long 
found it important to learn how expensive certain pur-
chases can be including a house and a car. 

McGrath selected a nutritionist as a job and Long 
selected a registered nurse. These are careers both Mc-
Grath and Long want to pursue after high school. 

Credit for Life features dozens of dedicated volun-
teers to assist students in areas such as banking, em-
ployment, transportation, nutrition, clothing, furni-
ture, housing, savings and retirement, utilities and fun.  

First time volunteer Kaelin Falke was over at the 
employment information booth where students learn 
how to apply for jobs.

“Helping students with their future endeavors,” 
Falke said. “It is important for kids to know that jobs 
aren’t claimed super fast”.

Falke’s statement is valid considering some of the 
competitive fields that many kids will pursue when 
they enter in the workforce. 

Throughout the fair, Gerulaitis was excited to meet 
many students who experienced a simulation of re-
al-life experiences that occur as high school students 
transition into adulthood. 

“This is an eye-opening experience,” Gerulaitis said. 
“First time exposures to these topics are very empow-
ering. This gives students an idea of what they want 
their future to look like.”

On the subject of financial literacy, Gerulaitis says 
that Country Bank will continue offering this benefi-
cial program of Credit for Life. The program plays an 
essential role in the students’ transition into adulthood 
and teaches them to learn to live within their budget.

“Country Bank is fully committed to financial liter-
acy,” said Gerulaitis. “We continue to look for new and 
innovative ways to make a difference.” 

CREDIT   I  FROM PAGE 1

Quaboag seniors Rachel McGrath and Abigail Long are shown at the 
Credit for Life fair. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Employment information is one of the booths for students to visit and 
speak to volunteers Kaelin Falke, left, and Alyson Weeks. 

North Brookfield High School senior Jake Standrowicz found Credit for 
Life helpful and learned the importance of spending wisely. 

Tantasqua seniors Ryan, Jace and Aaron were ready to try out the fair and learn how to manage their financ-
es better for the future.

A group of Quaboag seniors participated in the Credit for Life fair. 
Quaboag seniors, left to right, Lexi Cacace, Riley Patchen and Jenna Duff hope to learn proper saving and 
spending habits along with how credit works in all aspects of personal finances at the Credit for Life fair. 

Volunteers at the Credit for Life Transportation booth assisted students with all the important questions that 
they will be asking in the future. 
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WORCESTER— During 
the course of the regular sea-
son, several high school base-
ball teams had the opportunity 
to play a game at Polar Park in 
Worcester. 

Two of those teams were the 
Ware Indians and the Quabo-
ag Cougars. The rivals battled 
each other on the beautiful 
home field of the WooSox, who 
are the Triple-A affiliate of the 
Boston Red Sox, last Monday 
afternoon.

With the help of a couple of 

unearned runs in the top of the 
first inning, the Indians players 
enjoyed their bus ride back to 
Ware following a 4-2 victory.

“It was very nice getting a 
chance to play a game at a local 
Minor League ballpark,” said 
Ware head coach Scott Slattery. 
“The parents from both schools 
did a very good job of organiz-
ing this game for us. I would 
love to play another game at a 
Minor League Park next year.”    

The booster clubs from the 
two high schools helped out a 
lot, but former Quaboag School 
Superintendent Maureen 
Binienda played a major role in 

making sure the baseball game 
between the two teams would 
take place at Polar Park this 
year. Binienda, who’s current-
ly the interim Superintendent 
of the Easthampton Public 
Schools, was previously the Su-
perintendent of the Worcester 
Public Schools. She contacted 
the people in the WooSox orga-
nization about playing a game 
at their ballpark. 

Current Quaboag School 
Superintendent Steve Duff an-
nounced each batter during the 
game.

Quaboag sophomore Mad-
ison Schreier also did an out-

standing job of singing the Na-
tional Anthem before the start 
of the game. 

While it was a memorable 
day for the players from both 
teams, it was a little bit extra 
special for Ware sophomore 
righthander Brady Guimond. 
His father, Brian, is the long-
time Quaboag varsity baseball 
coach.

Brady Guimond made his 
first start against his father’s 
team, and he was the winning 
pitcher.

“I was supposed to be the 
starting pitcher in last year’s 
home game against Quaboag, 

but John Mumper wound up 
starting that game,” Brady Gui-
mond said. “I waited a whole 
year, but it just feels great to 
beat my father’s team. He has 
helped me so much throughout 
my baseball career. It was a fun 
game today. We’re very grate-
ful for everyone who made this 
game possible for us. It was a 
cool experience.”

Guimond, who was also the 
starting pitcher against Monson 
at Dunkin’ Park in Hartford, 
Connecticut in the middle of 
April, went the distance against 
the Cougars allowing two runs 

Indians, Cougars invade Polar Park

BARRE – Doubleheaders are more of a baseball thing, 
but Quabbin Regional girls tennis had a split doubleheader 
last Friday afternoon as the Panthers hosted two different 
teams and played consecutive matches. First, the Panthers 
would sweep Doherty High School 5-0. Following that, the 
Panthers got a 4-1 win over Tyngsborough.

In the win over Doherty, Annabelle Magill, Camryn Ors-
ini, and Carlee Rich all picked up singles wins. Both doubles 
teams were also victorious.

In the Tyngsborough match, Magill and Rich both scored 
wins and the doubles teams of Farrah Wojcik and Kalina 
Dyer and Madelyn Stauder and Elizabeth Matheson both 
won as well.

The wins were followed by a 5-0 sweep of Gardner High 
School. Dyer got a match in singles action against Gardner 
and picked up a 6-2, 6-0 win. Magill and Rich also won sin-
gles matches. The doubles team of Mia Ducos and Haley 
Ayer got a win in the match. Quabbin girls tennis is now 13-1 
on the regular season.

Girls tennis sweeps 
a doubleheader 

Panthers suffer pair of defeats

BARRE – Last Thurs-
day and Friday, the Quab-
bin Regional High School 
softball team took a pair 
of losses, falling to Mon-
tachusett Regional 10-8, 
then losing to Littleton on 
the road 10-0.

The Panthers are now 
2-11 on the season and 
had three games remain-
ing on its regular season 
schedule.

Catcher Abby Rogowski makes a throw down to second. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREG-
ORY A. SCIBELLI

Lilly Swett picks up a soft hit to right. Juliana Guilderson makes a pitch for the Panthers during recent action.

Kherington Deschenes swings and connects.

See POLAR PARK I PAGE 11
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Pioneers comeback falls short in seventh

MONSON – Last Saturday afternoon, 
Monson baseball scored three times in the 
fourth inning to lead the Mustangs to a win 
over Pathfinder. In the 5-3 decision, Monson 
got some big hits from the top of their lineup to 
back a great effort by pitcher Austin Meacham, 
who had two of the RBI for the Mustangs. The 
Pioneers were led with two hits each from Mi-
guel Velasquez and Hunter Griswold. Griswold 
scored two of Pathfinder’s three runs.

Hunter Griswold slides into second on a steal attempt. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Edward Szostek beats the throw to the base.

Miguel Velasquez fires a throw across the diamond. Brayden Mega pitches for the Pioneers.

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham & Monson Acade-
my is pleased to announce Lawrence Biondo has been 
named Head Coach of the Boys Varsity Hockey pro-
gram beginning with the 2024-25 season.

Coach Biondo will take the helm with a strong 
foundation of current and new student-athletes and 
support from the entire WMA community. The Titans 
compete as a full varsity member of the New England 
Prep School Athletic Council.

“Coach Lawrence Biondo is a prep school person, 
through and through,” Head of School Brian P. Ea-
sler said. “He played at prep school, has coached at 
prep schools, sent all of his kids to prep schools, and 
now he chose to return to prep school teaching and 
coaching after retiring from the New York City Po-
lice Department. He is fully committed to WMA and 
the development of our hockey program for the long 
term, and I can’t wait to see how it grows under his 
leadership.”

Biondo’s hockey resume includes both playing and 
coaching experience at the prep school and collegiate 
level. As a coach, count Avon Old Farms, St. Bene-
dict’s Prep and The Harvey School in his prep school 
experience. 

Joining Biondo will be Steven McGeary as As-
sistant Coach. Formerly the Boys Ice Hockey Head 
Coach at Wyoming Seminary, McGeary played at 
Bethel University (MN). Assistant Coach and Goalie 
Coach Brian Musa ’92 will round out a stellar coach-
ing staff. Musa has over two decades of coaching ex-
perience, played goalie at Elmira College and is USA 
Bronze Goalie certified.

As a player, Biondo was a three-year member of a 
Deerfield Academy team that won the 1983-84 Prep 
School Championship, and he lettered all four years at 
Tufts University. He played on the Olympic Develop-
ment U16 summer program at Lake Placid, N.Y., and 
the Springfield Pioneers AA Bantam championship 
team that included WMA alumnus Rick Bennett ’86. 

Already a current English faculty member at 
WMA, Biondo retired as a lieutenant in 2023 after 20 
years of service with the NYPD. Two of his five chil-
dren are recent alumni of WMA, both Class of 2021, 
and they are currently matriculated at United States 
Military Academy West Point and Florida Atlantic 
University.

“I look forward to building upon the hockey program 
here at WMA and appreciate the full support I’m re-
ceiving from the school,’’ Biondo said. “We have a solid 
schedule, we’re expanding our off-and-on-ice program 
and we’re eager to begin the season this November.’’

Academy names 
new hockey coach
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Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

is the only one refusing.”
Last fall, over 75,000 residents across 

the commonwealth signed a petition af-
ter DiZoglio’s request to audit the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives 
was denied by the House Speaker and 
Senate President. 

DiZoglio and her office staff have 
been traveling to towns and cities, asking 
for help to collect the necessary signa-
tures before the deadline, making a stop 
in West Brookfield on May 5.

DiZoglio said she has a “deep love 
and affection” for policy making and 
transparency in the Legislature, after 
spending six years as a state represen-
tative and four years as a state senator 
before taking her current office in 2023. 

“We do so many great things here in 
Massachusetts,” DiZoglio said. 

Despite this, the commonwealth is 

ranked one of the least transparent state 
governments, she said. 

“As your state auditor I’ve been giv-
en the really unique opportunity to have 
a platform; a singular voice,” she said. 
“We need transparency. There are a lot 
of tough conversations that need to be 
had.”

DiZoglio said she has been reflecting 
on the saying, “knowledge is power,” 
and she feels that this applies to a legisla-
tive audit, and how its results will spread 
knowledge and power back to the voters. 

“I’ve seen knowledge hoarded, essen-
tially, by people in power,” she said. “If  
we have knowledge about state budget 
and government, we have an opportuni-
ty to join in – to rise against or support.” 

DiZoglio said her office works to 
“bring light” to over 200 state entities. 
She is it is common practice in many 
other states to audit the Legislature reg-

ularly as well.
“The decisions that impact us all should 

be made in the light of say,” she said. 
DiZoglio said no system is perfect, 

but that the government should strive to 
be better. 

“Our goal and our mission is to help,” 
she said of the State Auditor’s office. “To 
make sure everyday people get the best 
services.”

DiZoglio said the government cannot 
improve its service to constituents if po-
tential problems can’t be identified and 
addressed. She said it’s “deeply concern-
ing” that her office’s efforts to get access 
to the Legislature have been demonized 
and talked down about. 

“It doesn’t say a lot of good things 
about how our system is running. What 
is there to hide?” she said. 

DiZoglio said there have been 113 au-
dits of the Legislature completed by her 
office dating back to 1849. Now, they 
are unable to get access to information 
about public tax dollars, she said.

DiZoglio said the audit is a nonparti-
san issue, and it’s more about those who 
have power and those who do not. 

“Leadership has a lot of power,” she 
said.

Retaliation is also a common occur-
rence is the Legislature, DiZoglio said, 
adding that this behavior is “unaccept-
able.”

She said retaliation directed at herself  
personally is missing the mark, and com-
ing back on the voters who elected her. 

“This is something that need to be 
talked about over and over again…This 
is not the Massachusetts we know and 
love,” she said. 

DiZoglio urged residents to “have 
a seat at the table” before decisions are 
made in the Legislature, asking them 
to help gather the remaining signatures 
for the ballot question before the June 5 
deadline. 

“You have the power to make change, 
I cannot do this without you,” she said. 

For more information about the au-
dit or to sign the State Auditor’s peti-
tion, visit dianaforma.com. For more 
information about the State Auditor’s 
office and its role in state government, 
visit www.mass.gov/org/office-of-the-
state-auditor. 

BALLOT   I  FROM PAGE 1

on eight base hits. He didn’t issue any 
walks and recorded 11 strikeouts.

“I really wasn’t expecting to go the 
distance in today’s game,” Guimond 
said. “When we faced Monson at 
Dunkin’ Park, we used several different 
pitchers.”

The Indians, who had a 9-4 overall 
record following the victory, were the 
visiting team. 

The Cougars, who were looking to 
reach the .500 mark, had a 5-7 overall 
record.

Guimond had a 3-0 lead to protect 
before walking out to the mound for the 
first time in the bottom of the first in-
ning. 

“When I walked out to the mound for 
the first time, I felt like a big leaguer,” he 
said. “Having an early lead also gave me 
a lot of confidence.”   

Not very many big league pitchers 
have their father’s standing in the third 
base coaches’ box.

“This was the third time that we’ve 
played Ware since Brady has been on the 
varsity baseball team, but it’s the first 
time that he has been a starting pitch-
er against us,” Brian Guimond said. “I 
wasn’t sure that he was going to start 
against us in today’s game until he went 
out there in the bottom of the first. I just 
told my guys that he has a slow curve-
ball, and you must keep your shoulder 
tucked. He did a very good job.”    

Brian Guimond, who graduated from 
Ware High School in 1993, and Slattery 
were teammates on the same baseball 
team, which captured the Western Mass. 
title. Slattery’s father, John, is the Indi-
ans scorekeeper.

John Mumper, who started at short-
stop, began the Indians first inning rally 
by lining a leadoff single into centerfield 
against Quaboag senior righty Ryan Fer-
nandez. After stealing both second and 
third, Mumper, who’s one of the Indi-
ans four seniors, scored with one-out on 
another line-drive single by junior first 
baseman Nathan Kaczuwka (2-for-3). 
After the next batter reached first base on 
a fielder’s choice play, senior DH Octavio 
Cotaj hit a flyball to the outfield that was 
dropped allowing two more runs to cross 
the plate.

“The backdrop here is a lot different 
than we’re used to and our outfielder 
just didn’t see the ball well,” Coach Gui-
mond said. “We didn’t take infield/out-
field practice and it was the first flyball 
of the game. We just kept battling back 
after that. We never gave up.”    

Fernandez, who went the first 52/3 
innings, allowed three runs (one earned) 
on six hits. He walked four and had six 
strikeouts. He was replaced by senior 
righthander Matt Tiberii, who started at 
shortstop. 

The Cougars loaded the bases with 
no-outs in the second inning following 
three straight singles by junior third 
baseman Brasen Sauriol, sophomore 
left fielder Connor Burgess, and senior 
centerfielder Tyler Withers. Then fresh-
man first baseman Liam McGrath drove 
home Quaboag’s first run with a sacrifice 
fly. Guimond then struck out the next 
two batters, which quickly ended the 
Cougars rally.         

Fernandez helped himself with a RBI 
single to center in the following frame, 
which sliced the Cougars deficit to 3-2.

The Indians had at least one base 
runner against Fernandez in each inning 
that they batted, but they made several 
outs on the bases.

“We had a lot of runners on base, but 
we just kept making costly mistakes,” 
Slattery said. “Brady pitched well, and 
we played well defensively.”  

Sauriol hit a double down the left 
field line and he advanced to third on a 
wild pitch. He was tagged out by soph-
omore catcher Kyle Kaczuwka trying to 
score on a groundball to the shortstop.   

Kyle Kaczuwka also had an RBI sin-
gle to left with two outs in the seventh 
giving the Indians an insurance run.

With two outs in the bottom of the 
seventh, Tiberii blasted a triple to center, 
but Guimond got the next batter to hit a 
ground ball to the shortstop for the final 
out of the game.            

The two neighboring high schools 
could possibly meet for the second time 
this season during the upcoming MIAA 
Division 5 state tournament. The state 
finals are scheduled to be held at Polar 
Park in the middle of June.

POLAR PARK   I  FROM PAGE 9

BARRE – Quabbin Regional Mid-
dle School, 800 South St., lists the third 
quarter honor roll.

Grade Seven, High Honors
Kalina Bassett, Hazel Carter, Lau-

ren Colleton, Adalyn Cranston, Xavier 
Fjeld, Olivia Gregory, Carson McCo-
nnaughey, Gemma Mullins, Greyson 
Mullins, Whitney Reeves, Robert Tobin, 
Launa Tran and Jack Wynne.

Grade Seven, Honors
Adeelya Andrade, Joshua Caranci, 

Joseph Cook, Madison Cyr, Gabri-
el DelGiudice, Jeremy DeMoranville, 
Fiona Derr, Landon Devine, Brynn 

Dunphy, Maya Faucher, Finian Fau-
teux, Silas Flint, Mason Garey, Juliana 
Guilderson, Hayston Hay, Madisyn 
Hill, Reese Jamieson, Sarah Jean-Fran-
cois, Ryan Morin, Sarah Neal, William 
O’Neill, Chloe Richardson, Ava Ro-
gowski, Connor Roohan, Jacob Rosa-
rio, Zoey Salvadore, Dimas Santos Jr., 
Madison Scanlon, Madisyn Shotwell, 
Annabelle Silver, Rosalie Stark, Ad-
dison Surprenant, Michael Tabares, 
Mackenzie Toupin, John Tyler and 
Maxwell Wade.

Grade Eight, High Honors
Nicolas Antonio, Brent Benoit, 

Abraham Brown, Josephine Buck, Vivi-
en Burch, Nichols Carroll, Kaylee Cor-
reia, Samuel Feldman, Alison LaRoche, 
John Orsini, Zion Parks, Stella Pears, 
Ellie Poulin, Moira Powers, Benjamin 
Thompson, Erin Trottier and Catherine 
Tucker.

Grade Eight, Honors
Haleigh Agurkis, Anyiah Bergeron, 

Mackenzie Black, Carlmorisia Camp-
bell, Eleanor Carroll, Alianna Casey, 
Justen Chriss, Wyatt Clark, Aiden 
Crane, Adrien Cyr, Jake Doty, Oliv-
ia Drake, Andrew Erickson, Arianna 
Fargnoli, Audrey Faucher, Julian For-

syth, Sydney Freeman, Daniella 
Gaudreault, Violet Hanks, Callahan 
Hardy, Ally Harrington, Chloe How-
arth, Ava Kinney, Matthew Labrousse, 
Lorali Lamarre, Dylan Lantiegne, Col-
lin Leclair, Emma Lindsey, Kingston 
McKenzie, Max Melad, Lynn Diarrah 
Michel, Anthony Noborini, Angelina 
Orr, Aubrie Phelps, Juliet Priestley, Lu-
cas Proctor, Gwendolyn Ruis, Kristen 
Schur, Ava Sobol, Carter Stevenson, 
Hailey Stoll, Noah Toupense, Akhai 
Tran and Matthew VanScoy.

Quabbin Middle School lists honor roll
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 17th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

With his background in theater, Morello started his 
career as an actor and stand-up comic before writing 
and performing “Dirt”. Using interwoven fictional 
characters based on the people and experiences from 
his childhood, Morello paints a captivating and raw 
portrait of life and its complexities.

Morello admits that it’s unusual that his career 
shifted from the stage to performing for students in 
schools over 20 years ago, but it is a path that he con-
tinues to travel down and embrace.

“It’s very strange I would end up in school for a 
living,” Morello said. “I hated school.”

Morello grew up outside of Detroit, Michigan 
before settling in Worcester. His family life was influ-
enced by poverty, substance use and the traumatic loss 
of his brother at a young age.

School was a challenge for Morello, who set out to 
be the class clown to draw attention away from his own 
struggles. 

“I became really good at making fun of other peo-
ple at school,” Morello said.

Morello remembers one of his high school teach-
ers pulling him aside and telling him that he was re-
ally funny and that he loved having him in class. This 
teacher allowed Morello to tell jokes at the beginning 
of class, as long as he wasn’t disruptive for the rest of 
the period.

He started coming to school just so that he could 
attend this class, and tell his jokes.

“I wanted him to be proud of me,” Morello said. 
“He was an adult who told me I was good at some-
thing.” 

By his senior year, Morello had turned his school 
experience around and was bound for college. 

“My life started to change,” he said. “We can’t de-
fine ourselves by our worst day.”

There were two school subjects that Morello en-
joyed; art and science. He remembered how his art 
teacher used to tell him, “draw what you see; not what 

you think you see.”
Morello also remembered his science fair entry of 

“tornado water,” using green colored water in a jar that 
he swirled to create a vortex. At 16 years old, he left the 
science fair with his tornado water, and smashed it into 
a pile of dirt outside the school.

He watched the dirt absorb the green water and 
thought, “maybe I can become someone else, someone 
good.”

At this point in the performance of “Dirt”, the au-
dience watched Morello transform into Jason, a class-

mate who never seemed to be in class.
Jason is often overlooked by his teachers and peers, 

and labeled as a “burnout.” But Jason is also fiercely 
loyal and kind to his cousin, who is often the target of 
bullying by students and adults alike. 

Jason and his cousin begrudgingly attend a youth 
poetry contest, where “Pi” or David reads his poem 
“Dirt”, and the audience is then transported to a sup-
port group at a detox center.

David explains he is there for his substance use, and 
how Jason is one of the nicest kids he knows, and a tal-
ented guitarist, despite his dependency on marijuana. 

David brings attention to issues with bullying in 
their school, and a time at lunch when a girl he didn’t 
know but called “Costa Rica” was on the receiving end 
by a table full of other girls.

The girl goes on to share her story, from surviving a 
brutal sexual assault, to the loss of a parent.

The last character the audience meets is a World 
War II veteran, who talks about suicide, depression 
and discrimination during his time in the military. He 
talked about protests and civil rights, and how fear 
changes as he nears the end of his life.

He is also David’s grandfather and the only family 
member that seems to relate to him.

Morello said he chose to write “Dirt” to work 
through some of the trauma he experienced in his life, 
including the death of an older brother the day after 
Morello turned 11. His other brother became an ad-
dict and died from a fatal overdose.

Morello said he was touched by the level of com-
passion and caring he felt from the North Brookfield 
students that day, and how they showed incredible em-
pathy during his performance of “Dirt”.

“That says something about your town, and your 
kids, and your kindness…that’s beautiful,” Morello 
said. 

For more information about Morello or “Dirt” visit 
johnmorello.com or follow him on Facebook. 

Worcester County District Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr.’s office provid-
ed grant funding for the performance of “Dirt”. TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA 
OUIMETTE

‘DIRT’   I  FROM PAGE 1



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, May 17, 2024  PAGE 13

- public safety -

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. (Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

2 INSURANCE

BUSINESS • AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Insurance AgencyMOULTON

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West Street
413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main Street
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

During the week of May 6-13, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Po-
lice Department responded to 15 
building/property checks, 11 direct-
ed/area patrols, one traffic control, 
three radar assignments, five emer-
gency 911 calls, two citizen assists, 
one larceny/theft/shoplifting, four 
animal calls and four motor vehicle 
stops in the town of New Braintree.

Monday, May 6
11:12 a.m. Assist Citizen, Wine 

Road, Spoken To
12:51 p.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Memorial Drive, Services 

Rendered

Tuesday, May 7
6:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Hardwick Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, May 8
9:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gilbertville Road, Citation Issued

Thursday, May 9
7:07 p.m. Assist Citizen, Memo-

rial Drive, Officer Handled

Friday, May 10
2 p.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplift-

ing, Barr Road, Report Taken

Saturday, May 11
11:15 a.m. 911 Medical Emer-

gency, Sibley Road, Transported to 
Hospital

12:52 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Gil-
bertville Road, Officer Handled

Monday, May 13
3:26 a.m. 911 Medical Emergen-

cy, McEvoy Road, Services Ren-
dered

6:10 a.m. 911 Animal Call, Barr 
Road, Services Rendered

New Braintree Police Log

WARE – Ware Grange’s next gardening work-
shop, “Equip Yourself for Success,” will be held on 
Thursday, May 23 at 7 p.m. at the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road.

Our presenter will be Roberta McQuaid, author of 
the weekly “In the Garden” column for Turley Publi-
cations. 

In this workshop participants will discuss some gar-
dening tools to help improve garden success, including 
the scuffle hoe, circular weeder, black plastic, mulch, 
and insect netting. Bring your favorite tool, plant or 
other garden item to talk about with the group. 

Visit us on Facebook or at waregrange.org for more 
information.

Grange hosts next 
gardening workshop 
May 23
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Classifieds
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!  Pick up at 

Kibbe’s Firewood, 
229 Somers Rd, 

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
2008 MERCURY GRAND MAR-
QUIS. Black, V8, auto, like new, 
48,000 miles. $8000. Rototiller, new, 
$700. Call 413-532-6200.

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 
Length 33’, 2 slide outs, rear kitchen, 
sleeps 4, lots of storage. $17,500. 
Brimfield (413) 374-1880

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI 
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.
 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413) 
478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Classifieds
Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS
SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

P.T. CUSTODIAN POSITION 
AVAILABLE cleaning with our team. 
Experience preferred but will train. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

The Russell Public Library in  
Russell, MA  is seeking a PART 
TIME (8 HOURS) LIBRARY 
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT. Re-
quired, strong interest in working with 
the public, good organizational skills 
and solid computer skills.  Bachelor’s 
Degree with 1 year of library/admin-
istrative/ public service experience or 
an Associates Degree, with 2 years of 
library/administrative/ public service 
experience. For more info see library 
page on Town of Russell web-
site. Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Russell Public Library 
Trustees P.O. Box 275 Russell, 
MA 01071 or email to  rpldirec-
tor@townofrussell.us to be re-
ceived by May 21, 2024.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

OPERATOR 1
P/T RECYCLING ATTENDANT

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Geological time
  4. Ooze
  9. A set of eight
 14. Obstruction
 15. Swiss 

mathematician
 16. Philosophy
 17. The night before
 18. A timid person
 20. Unifies
 22. Gangs
 23. Alternative name
 24. Acumen
 28. Cathode-ray tube
 29. Tantalum
 30. Soluble ribonucleic 

acid
 31. Humiliate
 33. Earthy pigment
 37. Air Force
 38. Adult males
 39. Stiff untanned 

leather
 41. Before
 42. Atomic #18
 43. Beer mug

 44. Nostrils
 46. Type of chef
 49. Midway between 

north and east
 50. They __
 51. Splits
 55. Walk in a timid 

manner
 58. Preserved animal 

skin with hair
 59. Popular donut shop 

item
 60. You smear it on 

bagels
 64. Don’t know when 

yet
 65. Equal to 10 

amperes
 66. Synthetic acrylic 

fiber
 67. One point south of 

due east
 68. Of mixed ancestry
 69. Home of the 

Pyramids
 70. A way to change 

color

CLUES DOWN
   1. Excessive fluid 

accumulation in 
tissues

  2. Untangle
  3. One from the U.S.
  4. Academic terms
  5. San __ Obispo, in 

California
  6. Not healthy
  7. Self-assessment 

questionnaire (abbr.)
  8. Arugula genus
  9. VIII
 10. Makes a monarch
 11. Tormentor
 12. Commercials
 13. Sprinkle
 19. Make a mistake
 21. Freshwater fishes
 24. Vermont town
 25. Man-made device
 26. Entrap
 27. Places to store 

important things
 31. Accumulate
 32. Greek mythological 

nymph
 34. Gregory __, American 

dancer
 35. Denotes past
 36. Becoming popular 

again
 40. Indicates position
 41. Came before
 45. An extra seed-

covering
 47. Cheerful
 48. Deli sandwich staple
 52. Skateboarders love 

them
 53. Mandela’s party
 54. Sierra lake
 56. Nickname for 

Elizabeth
 57. Remove from record
 59. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 60. Former NFLer Newton
 61. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 62. Work unit
 63. Town in 

Cambridgeshire

Town of North Brookfield
Accepting Bids

Town of North Brookfield 
is seeking proposals from 
MassDOT pre-qualified gen-
eral contractors for construc-
tion of proposed sidewalk 
upgrades along N. Main 
Street. Bid documents may 
be downloaded at www.
Biddocsonline.com. Bids due 
05/31/2024  at 10 a.m.
05/17, 05/24/2024 

Committee, the school 
district was asked to cut 
$800,000 from that initial 
figure. 

Salaries still make up 
67% of the budget, and 
special education tuition 
has increased by 7.3%. 
Transportation has also 
increased by 14.8% over 
the last fiscal year. 

Out-of-district place-
ment tuition increased by 
6% after going up 14% 
the prior year.

“This is a number that 
is based on what we know 
and what we have,” Mc-
Cormick said of special 
education tuition for out-
of-district placements. “It 
is our moral obligation to 
always provide the best 
services for all of our stu-
dents…these placements 
are made in the best in-
terests of these students.” 

Circuit Breaker reim-
bursement for special ed-
ucation costs is projected 
to increase to $1.184 mil-
lion. 

McCormick said the 
final round of Elementa-
ry and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief funds 
will be running out in Sep-
tember of this year, creat-
ing a fiscal cliff  for many 
school district across the 
commonwealth. 

“A lot of districts, in-
cluding North Brook-
field, used that to offset 
salaries because of bud-
getary constraints,” he 
said. 

McCormick the 
school district is looking 
at ways to save money 
and use what they have 
to fill gaps caused by the 
loss of ESSER. 

He said recent ad-
justments to the FY 25 
budget have helped the 
school district recover 
$606,731 of the $800,000 
reduction. This includes 
an increase in offsets such 
as Circuit Breaker reim-
bursement, Rural School 
Aid Fund, a teacher res-
ignation, American Res-
cue Plan Act money, and 
more. 

McCormick said the 
school district will make 
up for the remaining 
shortfall by eliminating 
two sixth grade teaching 
positions at the elemen-
tary school, and moving 
those students up to ju-
nior high.

“That is the mod-
el that most districts 
are adopting,” he said, 
grouping grades six, sev-
en and eight together in 
one wing. 

Other cost saving mea-
sures include eliminating 
one special education 
teacher, and also using 
unspent salaries from FY 
24 to pre-buy Into Read-
ing curriculum for kin-
dergarten through grade 
six. 

He said these measures 
put the district “in a good 
place for FY 25.”

McCormick said a 
group of about 20 peo-
ple spent about a month 

and a half looking at the 
school district’s priorities. 

“Part of this process, 
we conducted surveys 
we looked at data from 
students and families. 
We talked about what are 
those big-picture, overar-
ching goals for the next 
three years,” he said. “In 
this process, we devel-
oped a new mission state-
ment.”

The mission state-
ment is focused on em-
powering each student to 
reach their full potential 
through a high-quality 
education.

“Statements are sim-
ply words; unless they’re 
backed up by action. I 
think that over the last 
two years we’ve backed 
up these words with a lot 
of action,” McCormick 
said.

The school district 
is working to achieve 
this by streamlining its 
curriculum and adding 
programs such as Proj-
ect Lead the Way. The 
district is also partnering 
with the Boston Celtics 
and Mass IDEAS, as well 
as area manufacturers to 
bring more opportunities 
to students.

McCormick said the 
school district is working 
toward receiving an Inno-
vation Pathway designa-
tion in advanced manu-
facturing. 

Mental health con-
cerns and anxiety have 
increased since the pan-
demic, and McCormick 

said many students are 
coming to school with 
trauma. The school dis-
trict has used a Safe and 
Supportive Schools grant 
to increase in-school 
counseling and allow a 
therapy dog to come to 
the schools.

“Every classroom 
will have what is called a 
‘common corner,’” Mc-
Cormick said. “Where 
there will be items that 
students can use to pro-
cess anxiety while re-
maining in class.”

This grant will also 
provide professional de-
velopment for staff in 
order to better support 
students. 

“I’m really proud of 
the work that we’re doing 
as a leadership team. I’m 
really proud of the work 
that our teachers are do-
ing; our support staff…
and our kids. Our kids 
are embracing these pos-
itive changes,” he said. 

BUDGET   I  FROM 
PAGE 1

public
notice

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

4.75” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

4.75” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

9.681” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

9.681” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!!!
BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
HUGE APPLIANCE REBATES! 
WEBER GRILL SALE!!!
E BIKE & BIKE SALE!!!!

SEE FLYER INSIDE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

Palmer – Waterfront Cape – $449,000
NEW WATERFRONT! Four season 
fun in this 2 story waterfront Cape 
with direct access and a beautiful 
view of Forest Lake. 3 bedrooms, 
1.5 bath, detached 1 car garage. 
Large patio area with fireplace. 
Don’t let this one slip away!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 11-14 ...Boothbay Harbor Vacation .. $799
July 13 .........Cape Cod Canal & Lunch ...... $130
July 20 .........Perkins Cove, Ogunquit .......... $99
July 27 .........Block Island ............................. $110
Oct 5 ..........Turkey Train .........................$165

DAY TRIPS
OUR SPECIALTY 
Call Now!
Availability Limited! An unforgettable feast for 

your Grad
There’s nothing but farm-fresh goodness 
on the menu for your special graduation 
celebration. Check out our catering 
menu at FarmerMatt.com/catering.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

FarmerMatt.com  •  508-980-7085

GRADUATION PARTY CATERING

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTING - $459,900 - 7 DAVIS RD., WEST BROOKFIELDNEW LISTING - $459,900 - 7 DAVIS RD., WEST BROOKFIELD
Situated in a prime location, this Cape style 
home with 3 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths boasts 
a host of desirable features. The main level 
welcomes you with a spacious living area 
flooded with natural light, creating an inviting 
ambiance for gatherings with family and friends. 
The heart of the home lies in the stylish kitchen, 
equipped with modern appliances, ample 
storage space, and granite countertops. Adjacent to the kitchen, the dining area 
features a sliding glass door that opens onto the back deck, providing a seamless 
transition for indoor-outdoor entertaining and relaxation. The first floor also boasts 
a versatile bedroom, offering flexibility for use as a guest room, home office, or den, 
depending on your needs and preferences. Upstairs, you’ll find the  master suite, 
complete with a generously sized walk-in closet and a private en-suite bathroom. 
Convenience is key with a separate laundry room located on the second floor.

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market 
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my 

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years 

508-341-8299 
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.


